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The Editor Writes ..
MuyfttH-Bchcd

JOURNAL

The next seal-deadline is

February 20 or thereabouts.
The editor is suffering fron
burnout, so the deadline nay
be extended

A PIECE OF THE WALL

Call Bob Robinson-Zwahr

if you want to get a cheapie
fare to either Deutschland.

1-800-368-5965 Here Today

There Tonorrow travel service.

NEXT GTHS BOARD MEETING

January 20

In 1990 the Geraan-Texan Heritage Society
enters Its 12th year. Our Society has been
blessed with fantastic aenbers, who are

enthusiastic and loyal. Together we have
set an enviable pace for ourselves and for
others who would enulate us. As the new
year begins we start a new decade
under vigorous leadership. ANN LINDEHANN
has taken the reins as the second president
of the GTHS. She is not only a capable
leader, but is dedicated to the ideals of
this Society. We applaud her efforts in
Industry, her organization of the GTHS
neeting in Houston, and her willingness
to lead this Society into a new decade

It was ny privilege to not only be a
founder of this Society, but to also

serve as its president for eleven years.
I an happy to give this job to Ann. She
brings to it a new perspective and
vision.

NEW PUBLICITY AGENTS

Patsy Hand. Victoria
John Kothaan, Dallas

NEWSLETTER

Send dated news iteas to

Anna Thonpson in the GTHS
Office. She will send out

a Newsletter periodically.

We regret that Bob Thonhoff could
not be with us at our Annual
Meeting in September as originally
planned due to emergency illness.
He is recovering nicely at his home
in Karnes City—and he has sent us
an article for this issue on his
original program topic, the German
heritage of Fashing, Texas.

The author of several books, Bob is
a fellow of the Texas State
Historical Society, and recently
retired after many years as
principal and teacher at Fashing,
Texas. Many know him as "Professor
Katzenjammer," his stage manager
role at the annual Texas Folklife
Festival.

Isn't it wonderful to see the end of World War II

in our lifetine! Europe is nearly one again. Who
could have predicted that it would happen so
quickly, so coapletely, so peacefully? What a
way to end a year and a decade! 1969 will be a

great historical year like 1492 or 1776.

„Ein Traum wird wahr"

Eine Revolution fond stall: Freudentanze out der Berliner Mail
er, deutsch-deutsche verbriiderung an offenen Grenzen und
eln SED-Regimemil dem Rucken zur Wand. In nur einer Wo-
che lleS sich die DDR-Fuhrung von ihrem aufmupfigen Volk
eln neues Politburo. Reisefreiheit Kir alle und das Versprechen
auf Demokratie und Wirtschaffsreformen abtrotzen. Egon
Bahr: .Eln Traum wird wahr.* Sind die Deulschen jetet wlrklich
.das glucklichste Volk aufderWeir? DeramerlkanischeHlsto-
riker Gordon A. Craig warnt vor einem ungezugelten Drang zur
Wiedervereinigung der belden deutschenStaaten:.DieKonse-
quenzen konnten schlimm seln.'

BARGAIN FLIGHTS TO GERMANY!!

-Individually tailored
-You choose the date you want to
leave and return

-7 to 90 days
-Summer, 1990 (high season!)
-AA or TWA (non-charter)
-less than $550!

Offered as a "get acquainted"
service of the German Language
Program, University of Texas at San
Antonio, Dr. Sheila Johnson,
program coordinator.

For additional information, contact
Dr. Sheila Johnson
Division of Foreign Languages
University of Texas at San Antonio
San Antonio TX 78285
phone: offfice: 5X2/691-5214

home: 512/620-1026
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times INTERNATIONAL Wednesday. December 20. imTHE NEW YORK " In Symbolic Act,
They'll Reopen

Berlin Gate

By SERGE SCHMEMANN
Srt.i.liolr-Nr. Yu.kT.0*.

DRESDEN, East Germany. Dec. 19
— The leaders of the two Germanys
met today for the fust tune suite the
East fell into the throes of protest and
change, und in a symbolic reconcilia
tionagreed to reopen the Brandenburg
Gate in Berlin and introduce free
movement across their border for all
Germans by Christmas

The announcement was the center
piece of the first official visit to East
Germany by Chancellor Helmut Kohl,
an emotional journey on which he was
greeted at every slop by thousands of
East Germans, many waving West
German flags and clamoring for reuni
fication.

Reunlllcatlon Called Goal

In the sort of public adulation that
has usually eluded him at home, the
crowds often broke into chants of "Hel
mut! Helmut!" Their cheers were
loudest when the Chancellor mounted a
platform in fiontof the memorial ruins
of the Frauenkirche at dusk and de
clared to a throng of about 10,000:

"My goal, when the histuric moment
makes it possible,is the unity ofour na
tion. I knowwecan reach this goal. It is
a difficult way.but it is a good way in
our common future, though it won't
happen overnight."

At the end of his address, Mi Kohl
wished the East Germans a merry
Christmas and then, his voice break
ing, concluded, "God bless our German
fatherland."

17/

Leaders ofGermanys Meet Amid Cheers

On his first official visit to East Germany, Chancel- fication. Sign at right urged "reunification in your
lor Helmut Kohl of West Germany was greeted yes- program, Mr. Modrow," a reference to the liast Ger-
terday by thousands of people who called for reuni- man Prime Minister, Hans Modrow.

HB

The Trabont put-puts West,
bringing its smoke with it

The Trabant. the ugly little East German
car with the smoke-belching two-stroke
engine, has become a common sight on

West German roads since the second

week this month. West German motor

ists have been warned to be careful be

cause accidents involving Trabis are in
creasing. They arc slow and, because of
their dull tail lights, are hard to see at
night, especially by drivers of BMWs and
Mercedes hurtling along the no-speed-
limit autobahns. This story appeared in
the FrankfurterAllgemeine Zeitung.

The Trabant, an outmoded two-stroke

small car made in Zwickau. East Ger

many, may be a gas guzzler and a vehicle
emission offender, but it has shown its
mettle since the GDR opened its borders
to let East Germans travel to the West.

An old-timer by Western standards, but
still running off the assembly lines for a
long waiting list of would-be car-owners in
the GDR. the Trabant. fondly known as
the Trabi. was seen by the thousand as
East Germans queued to pass the border
between Czechoslovakia and Bavaria.

Now the GDR has opened its borders
with Berlin and the Federal Republic.
West Berlincrs and West Germans will

have found out at first hand what it is like

to queue behind a dozen Trabis at a cross
roads as they belch noxious exhaust fumes
into the night air. By 9 November, the day
on which the GDR authorities decided to

let East Germans visit the West, triggering

a mass trek over the weekend, over

16.000 GDR-rcgistcred vehicles (and
their owners) had headed west.

Well over half are Trabants. The vest-

pocket Trabant is much more popular in
than the Wartburg, which is driven, among
others, by the police.

It does have a certain flair. The Landcs-

museum in Brunswick and the Deutsches

Museum in Munich have both invested in
a Trabant as an exhibit. It looks so small

and helpless, like a toy car. that it automat
ically rouses protective instincts —and not
just among ADAC road patrolmen.

Appearances arc deceptive. The Trabi
has run off the assembly lines almost un
changed since 1964. The Zwickau works
has manufactured 2.5 million Trabis with

their plastic car bodies mounted on a
pressed steel frame.

The Trabi's 594cc two-stroke engine
comes in the motorcycle category, but it
only has to move an unladen weight of
615kg (1.3531b. or 12cwt). It is 3.51 me
tres (lift fiin) long. The 26hp engine
reaches a top speed of roughly lOOkph
(62mph). Fuel consumption is about 10 li
tres per HlOkm. or 30mph. which makes it
a gas guzzler by today's standards.

The two-stroke engine is scheduled to
be retired next year. It will be replaced by
a four-stroke engine manufactured under
licence from Volkswagen that will take it
to a breathtaking 40hp and I25kph
(78mph). Two dealers in the Federal Re
public, one in Hanover, the other in St An-

:

A triumph of Communist technology, planning and management... the Trabant.
(Photo:dp*)

gustin. near Bonn, claim to be able to sup- nicies in the Federal Republic. For 20
ply most spare parts thai are likely to be days ihey have complimentary insurance
needed. cover.

Neither care to say how they come by
them. In the past they have mainly mailed
them to the GDR on payment in hard cur
rency. The inllux of Trabis in the West has
added another string to their bow.

Vehicle licensing regulations had lo be
amended to allow Trabis to be driven re

gularly by residents of the Federal Repub
lic. A special exemption was granted at the
beginning of October.

All cars brought over to the West by
East German refugees were exempted
from compliance with vehicle emission
and noise abatement regulations. Vehicle
licensing procedures (for re-r«istration in
the West) have been simplified loo.
Owners have 20 days' grace before they
need to rc-rcgister and re-insure their ve-

They may be resold — and the demand
is there. Many dealers have persuaded ref
ugees to part company with their cars
while they are still being processed in
transit camps.

They resell them in the GDR. where
used cars can cost more than new ones

(for which there is a waiting list of up to 15
years). The Trabi has made new friends in
the West too. As the Hamburg weekly Die
Zellhas rightlyobserved:

"The Trabi seems to prove the good
luck we had with our 'economic miracle"

system in the West. It symbolises socialism
as the huffing, puffing loser."

Boris Schmidt

(Frankfurter Aiigemcmc Zaltung
liir Deimchl«nd. 14 November IVH<»)
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The cold, hard facts are still
there themorning after

Kfrrtfff
:';'ZEITU

After the jubiliation which followed
the decision to open the inner-Ger

man borders the risk of disillusionment
has increased.

Hardly had East German citizens
ejected former leading figures such as
Erich Honecker and Gunther Mittag
from office and returned home from the
reunion celebrations in the West than
they were confronted with the old day-
to-day problems: queues in front of the
shops, the lack of consumer goods and a
currency which has no value.

The welcoming money East Germans
receivein the West (DM100) is just en
ough for a weekend of bananas, ground
coffee and a visit to the Beate Uhse sex
shop in Berlin. It cannot, however, re
solve supply problems.

They can only be improved if the
washed-out economy of the GDR is re
formed. But how?

The 16 million East Germans know
roughly what they want in the political
field: borders which are permanently
open, the end of the SED's claim to
leadership, free elections and a free
press.

It is not so clear what it is to be done
with the economy.

It is obvious that the end of state so
cialism is also nigh in the economic sec
tor too. But will it be succeeded by a
market economy modelled on the West
German system (or even with West Ger
man predominance) or by a different
variant of socialism?

The extreme form of a planned econ
omy, as practised in the GDR, has un
doubtedly failed.

Bureaucracy and centralism have
paralysed industry. Inflexible combines
have been unable to even partly satisfy
the needs of the population.

More responsibility must be delegat
ed to grass roots level. Private initiative
must be encouraged and not discou
raged. Competition must shake up mon
opolies.

Even the most pigheaded party offi
cial has now realised this. Yet to believe
that this insight is enough would be an
illusion.

A little bit of market to make sure

thai the planned economy functions
more smoothly — this is how some GDR
economists picture a future economic
policy.

Concepts such as market economy
socialism or socialist market economy
are being lossed to an fro; catchwords

which mainly conceal the lack of true
concepts. In the final analysis, an
answer will have to be found to the fol
lowing question: Is the GDR willing to
taketheHungarian road to theWest?

Is the GDR willing to categorically
reject what it has propagatedas a supe
riorconcept in the competition between
the systems for forty years?

A political leadership under Egon
Krenz hardly seems likely to make the
decisions needed. Yet who knows how
long Egon Krenz will be in charge.

Attempts to muddle through with
half-hearted reforms are doomed.

Following the opening of the borders
the GDR can no longer cut off its econ
omy from the rest of the world.

Millions of East German Marks are
already accumulating in West Berlin de
partment stores. One possible result of
the new policy is that visitors from the
West will use this money to buy up ev
erything they can find in the shops in
Berlin, Leipzig and Dresden.

How can East Germans be prevented
from trying to earn some West German
Marks on the side if the hourly wage in
the West amounts to a whole day's wage
in the East?

The GDR must push through radical
solutions: a monetary reform which
aligns the huge stock of money in the
GDR with the extremely poor range of
goods on offer without depriving many
East Germans of the money they have
saved for forty years; a price reform
which fills the shelves after a trans
itional period, but does not lead to a si
tuation in which the artificially re
duced rents and food prices increase
drastically.

Well off In comparison
with others In East Bloc

The fact that even Mikhail Gorba

chev has announced all this in the So

viet Union but has been unable to im
plement it shows just how difficult the
task is.

The GDR economy, however, could
be brought onto a market economy
course. It is not a hopeless case right
from the outset.

In comparison with the West the
country is not in good shape, but in
comparison with the Soviet Union, Po
land and even Hungary it is well-off.

Western, above all West German
firms are waiting to set up joint ventures
in Saxony or 1'huringia as soon as possi
ble. This is not a generous contribution
towards development aid, but calculat
ed business.

A GDR without the socialist bu
reaucracy has plenty to offer. The peo
ple are qualified, are willing to work
harder and achieve more than they have
done so far.

With western technology and western
management goods could be produced
at a high standard in the GDR — and, in
the foreseeable future, at a low cost.

It is understandable that the idea of

becoming an extended workhcnch of
the Federal Republic of Germany does
not trigger a storm of enthusiasm on the
other side of the Wall.

As an independent concern, however,
the GDR has been a failure.

Uwe Vorkotier
(SiuHgartcr Zcilung, 16 November 1989)

I7Z-

Ata Plant in East Berlin,
Men Are of Two Minds

By DAVID BINDER
Special co ThtNtw York Time*

EAST BERLIN, Dec 17 - There are
no more members of the Communist
Party working in the turbine balancing
unit of the Bergmann-Borstg electrical
machinery company on the northern
edge of this city.

The last one, Heinrich Reefke, the
longtime shop steward, quit the party
on Oct 31, two weeks after Erich Ho
necker, the party chief, was ousted.

The rest of the 17 members of the
unit, mostly men in their 40's and SO's,
never joined the party, but they are
working three shifts a day to fill in for
the four 21-year-olds who fled to West
Germany earlier in the fall

"We do their work." said JUrgen
Ptath, the unit leader. "Last Sunday,
we were seven here. We have little
time to talk to each other. I can under
stand their leaving, but it leaves me tn

a very sad mood."'
Reasons to Stay

Asked whether he had considered
going to the West, Olaf Knispel, a ma
chinist who Is also 21, said: "I've got
family here and nobody over there. I
have a goodjob. I enjoy the work. I also
think a lot of the German Democratic
Republic."

Martin Richling, a 54-year-old tur
bine engineer, said he and the rest of
the men were motivated to work the
extra shifts because "we know the elec
tric power situation is bad here, so we
have to help to prevent the lights from
going out"

The People'sOwn Bergmann-Borstg
Enterprise was created in 1945as a fu
sion of two proud old Berlin concerns,
the Bergmann Electricity Company
here in the East, which was damaged
by AUiedair raids in World War II, and
the Borsig Electricity Company of
West Berlin, which was flattened by
bombs. The remaining Borsig workers
moved over here, and the company
now has 4,200employees.

The workers with the turbine balanc
ing unit showed little eagerness to fol
low those who defected earlier, though
some have taken advantage of the
openingof the Berlin wall.

"1 was born and raised in West Ber
lin, so I went over and saw the streets
where 1 played as a kid," said Hans
Paulke, a 56-year-old machinist "But
move over and live there? That's not
forme."

Favors Separate East Germany
Mr. Plain, who had worked at Berg

mann-Borstg for 35of his 51years, said
he took part in a "human chain"
stretching across East Germany on
Dec. 3, organized by the Lutheran
Church to show support for maintain
ing this country as a German state
separate from West Germany.

But he said he did not take part in
any of the mass demonstrations in Oc
tober and November that shook East
Germany and ousted not only Mr. ho
necker but also his successor, Egon
Krenz. "1 was washing windows at
home on Nov. 4," Mr. Plath said of the
day of the million-strong demonstra
tion in the Alexanderplatz in Berlin.

Other Bergmann-Borsig workers
were in the vanguard of the protest

marches in this capital, and it was their
boos and whistles on the evening of
Dec 2, in a confrontation in front of the
huge Central Committee building on
Marx-Engels-Platz, that finally caused
Mr. Krenz to step down along with the
entire remaining party leadership —
some 163 men and women.

"With three shifts going, we don't
have time to demonstrate," Mr. Reefke
said.

The only member of the turbine unit
who said he joined in a demonstration
was Berndt Kappler, 39. "It is a beauti
ful revolution," Mr. Kappler said. "We
are friendlier to each other. In the last
years there was a lot of grimnessand
frost — the police, the citizenry, even
among ourselves here."

'Different Cultures' In Factory

"Keep in mind," said Mr. Richling,
the engineer, "that we have different
cultures in this factory. The guys who
make boilers, hammering away with
their hard hands, were the first to go
into the streets to demonstrate. Next
came welders who make the turbines.
We are the reflective ones, the last to
go."

Mr. Knispel said he would not join
the Communist Party, even if it called
itself Socialist or democratic at this
point "The moment the parry has a
program that works and is for the
working class, 1will join," he said.

Mr. Reefke, the oldest man in the

'With three shifts
going, we don't
have time to

demonstrate.'

unit, said that having quit after 22
years in the party, he would never re
join it, and that he would wait until the
new political forces had defined them
selves before deciding how to vote in
the parliamentary elections on May 5.
"We all have to team democracy," he
said.

The turbine workers seemed skepti
cal about GregorGysi, the new head of
the Communist Party, although Mr.
Plath allowed that "he has courage."

Mr. Richling painted a dark picture
of what East Germany might be facing
in the next months.

"At the end of the year they're going
to let West Germans and West Berlin-
ers come here without paying the 25-
marks-a-day fees." he said.

"Soon any washerwoman will be
coming over here with her hard cur
rency and living better than our best
opera singer,"be said."We won'£get
seated in our own restaurants. We
won't get places at the beach. Our
vacation resorts will only accept West
ern visitors. Then our workers will
strike, our Government will fall and
West Germany will swallow us."
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

I feel very honored to have been elected to lead the German-Texan
Heritage Society this year. My objectives are to serve the membership of
GTHS and fulfill the Society's purpose, to inform, educate, collect and
disseminate all aspects of German-Texan culture.

With the help of every member of GTHS together we will move toward the,
high ideals established by this Society. My personal goal is to serve each'
member.

The newly elected 12 person Board of Directors is dedicated to fulfill
the guidelines of the new Bylaws of GTHS. The Board is determined to follow
the memberships' wishes and make the organization the best German-Texan
cultural group possible.

In preparing to take the leadership role of GTHS, I reviewed some of the
editorial remarks of the past. The founders of this organization stressed
the deep concern and care they felt about the goals and purposes of GTHS--
that the Society be a non-competitive, inexpensive, non-stringently organized
means of disseminating information and to share ideas, projects, and research.
These dedicated founders (ie.t Mary El-Behri, Dona Reeves-Marquardt, and
Ann Thompson) have done a superb job and have fulfilled those goals admirably.
I would like to carry this momentum further and also reiterate the preserva
tion aspect of the German-Texan culture.

The newly elected Board of Directors has already begun the task and is
asking the efforts of every member to help build and even brighter and broad
er future for GTHS.

It must be stressed that this strong, vibrant German-Texan Heritage
Society could not exist without caring interested and involved members. Your
support, advice and opinions are the most vital aspect of the successful con
tinuation of GTHS. Please communicate your personal suggestions, ideas,
needs, aims and desires for the organization to me. GTHS needs to utilize
the knowledge of every person to make it the best for all memberst

Send your remarks right awayI Thank youl
Ann Lindemann, President

GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY
P.O. Box 218 - Industry, Texas 78944

GTHS BOARD OF DIRECTORS REPORT
The Board of Directors met on Oct. 14, 1989. Guidelines, & activities

The following calendar was developed:
-(3rd Sat.) Board Meeting
-"Newsletter" delivered to members
-JOURNAL articles due from members
-JOURNAL (#1) delivered to members
-(1st Sat.) Board Meeting
-"Newsletter" delivered to members
-JOURNAL articles due from members
-JOURNAL (#2) delivered to members
-ANNUAL MEETING & Board Meeting
-"Newsletter" delivered to members
-JOURNAL articles due from members
-JOURNAL (#3) delivered to members

All dated information for German-Texan activities throughout the year
(ie.i festivals, celebrations reunions etc.) is requested in January or as
soon as calendars are established. This will allow ample lead time to permit
timely publicity to appear in the appropriate "Newsletter".

Please note guidelines and form required for JOURNAL material (found
in the back cover of the JOURNAL) . These guidelines are a MUST to insure
inclusion. All editors are volunteer and retyping time is virtually imposs
ible until we have a fully staffed office.

"Newsletter" information can be sent to GTHS 1011 Meredith Dr. (P.O. Box
262), Manchaca, Tx. 78652. JOURNAL information can be sent to the specific

(cont.)

were outlined. The 1
Jan. 20
Feb. 1

20
April 1
May 5

June 1
20

Aug. 1
Sept. 7,8,9
Oct. 1

20
Dec. 1
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(Board Report cont.) Iff
GTHS editor listed in the JOURNAL cover or all information can be sent to:
GTHS, P.O. Box 218, Industry, Texas 78944 and it will be forwarded to the
appropriate person.

The following "Standing Committees" were filled: [(*) denotes chair.]
MEMBERSHIP: Dona Reeves-Marquardt (*) ; GIFTS & MEMORIALS: Rodney Koenig (*) ,
Frances Harrison? GENEALOGY: Theresa Gold (*) , Fredericka DeBerry, Miriam
Yorki NOMINATIONS: Lewis Marquardt, (*) ; PUBLICITY: Fredericka DeBerry (*);
PUBLICATIONS: JOURNAL-Mary El-Beheri (ed.), Theresa Gold (genealogy ed.),
W.M. Von-Maszewski (topic index ed.), Cathleen Stahmer (name index ed.),
"NEWSLETTER"-Ann Thompson (ed.); BUDGET & FINANCE: Jim Lindemann (*) , Hona
Reeves-Marquardt, Ann Thompson.

Other committee appointments include: TRANSLATIONS: HelgardSuhr(co.*),
Helga von Schweinitz (co.*); GRANTS & FUNDING: Ann Thompson (*) , Theresa
Gold; EDITORIAL REVIEW & SEARCH: Dona Reeves-Marquardt, Ann Thompson, Mary
El-Beheri, W.M. Von-Maszewski, Miriam York; RESEARCH/HISTORICAL RECORDS:
Directory-W.M. Von-Maszewski; ARCHIVES: Helga von Schweinitz (*) , Ann Thomp
son; HISTORIAN: Leola Tiedt (*); PUBLIC RELATIONS/SPEAKERS BUREAU/RESOURCE
DATA: Ann Lindemann (*), Lewis Marquardt, Dona Reeves-Marquardt.

Feasibility Studies initiated at the Board Meeting included: 1. Per
manent Headquarters: Helga von Schweinitz, 2. Annual Meeting Cost Reduct
ion Plan: Helgard Suhr & Frances Harrison, 3. Association Affiliations:
Mary El-Beheri.

In conjunction with the RESOURCE DATA Committee the establishment of a
GTHS Resource File was begun. Information will be maintained in a permanent
file and disbursed upon request from the central office. Your help in gather
ing this data is requested.

GTHS RESOURCE FILE
In an effort to expand GTHS' purpose of "advancing all aspects of German-

Texan culture", your help in creating a comprehensive "RESOURCE FILE" of Ger
man-Texan subject matter is needed. Please send the name, address, phone #,
director, contact person and any other pertinent information (flyers, bro
chures, etc.) about the following subjects:
I. Cultural Centers: (ex. Institute of Texan Cultures)
2.. Museums: (ex. Soepnienburg)
3. University, College, & other Language & History Depts.
4. Libraries
5. Heritage Societies (ex. Industry-West End)
6. Musical Organizations:

a Singing Societies (ex. Winedale Gesang Verein)
b. Bands (ex. Brenham Community Brass Band)
o Individual Musicians or Small Groups
d Folk Dancers (ex. School & other)
e Music Festivals (ex. German Hymn Fest-Cost & Hilda)

7. Yearly Folk Culture Festivals & Events (ex. Octoberfests, Maifests
Christkindlmarkts, etc.)

8. Special Celebrations (ex. Anniversaries, centennials, etc.)
9. Speakers, Lectures, Folklorists or Persons who present programs on Ger

man-Texan subjects (including early Texas history, pioneer times, crafts,
i'specific topics" etc.)

10. Researchers &/or Genealogists
II. Translators
12. Authors (including everyone with publications relating to German-Texan

subjects
13. Other subjects or Ideas
Please forward this information to GTHS RESOURCE FILE, P.O. Box 218, Industry,
Texas 78944. Send every subject you are aware of, we may receive duplications
but we don't want to overlook any subject.
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I7r
GTHS ANNUAL MEETING

SAN ANTONIO'S ANNUAL MEETING WAS FANTASTIC!

. . The Annual Meeting in San Antonio rates amongGTHS' finest? The facil
ities, programs events and people continue to get better every year. Just
when you believe the meetings can't get any better or be more informative or
that everything German-Texan has already been covered the people of the area
show you more. It was superb!

Frances Harrison is to be commended for heading the arrangements and
overseeing the entire event. The very capable, talented and hardworking com
mittee members of San Antonio deserve a very special thank you for all they
did to make it so enjoyable. As the subjects were being presented, we all
felt added pride to be able to claim such a unique city as part of the proud
German-Texan Heritage.

We thank every individual who played a part in making this a very spe
cial meeting for GTHS.

<3E

OOME TO THE ANNUAL MEETIIMQ IIM 1990

"CRADLE
•OR

RMAN SE1 rL-EMEIMT

IIM

EXAS"

Austin County

Colorado County

Fayette County

Washington County

Lee County

MOST OITY BRENHAM, TEXAS
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GERMAN PIONEERS IN WASHINGTON COUNTY

1840's - 1860's ^

Research for this project began while researching my ancestral roots. This documented data was
undertaken to preserve these and other records of the 1840's through 1860's, and to identify
resources available for research of the persons named. Hopefully, these names and dates will
serve as a guide to persons seeking their family's history.

The united States Census for Washington County in 1860 was used as a guideline. The early census
is known to be incomplete. Contradictions are found in dates and names. The variant spellings
are due to language difficulty of the new immigrant and the census enumerator. Yet, the census
is the only known record of persons on that date, and requires patience and ingenuity to identify
by surnames spelled phonetically. The 1850 census of the county includes some German surnames
identifiable if given names and birthplaces are known. It is only a quasi-official record for the
county. Often the spelling of both the surname and the given name were guesswork. For instance:
Mieus could be Michael with the German pronounciation of Michael. Often the handwriting was
difficult and even impossible to read, therefore many persons are not on this list. It was help
ful to know the German language to identify names. For example the 1850 U.S. Census for Washing
ton County listed: Leitman, L. (for) Ludwig, age 56. Wife, Caroline, age 50. Children: Louis
age 25, Chulius (for Julius) age 18, , age 16, male. The family was simple to identify be
cause the given names and birthdates coincided with names and dates in the old family bible, plus
the German pronounciation of Julius and Lehmann.

Over one hundred names of the 1860 census for the county are listed separately because, in most
instances, there were no other public records to verify the surname. Names of 23 men were added
(ADDENDUM) from the newly revised edition of Waul's Texas Legion 1862-1865. Every effort was
made to identify every person listed and to record accurately all facts and references of these
public records.

In this research burial records were used to verify residency and names. With permission of the
authors, Judy and Nath Winfield, Jr., Cemetery Records of Washington County 1820-1960 were ex
tensively referred to and used to verify names and dates. There are many unmarked graves in the
county cemeteries as well as unknown family cemeteries. To find these the translated records of
two first German Lutheran churches in the county were used. These records are inclusive
beginning in 1855 with family registries, birthdates and baptisms, marriages, and deaths. In
many instances the records also name birthplaces in Germany for the parents there, and even in
one instance, the date, time and place of embarkation to Galveston. Not only statistical infor
mation but also pertinent geographical location of the imnigrants homeland is given by the trans
lators. These two books referred to are listed in the footnotes, and have served as the founda
tion of this research. (Footnotes No. 3 and 4)

In most instances it is difficult to establish authentically, early German settlements in any
specific area of the county except through Land and Deed Records. These were not researched for
this study. In German Seed in Texas Soil (1966) Terry G. Jordan writes that the southwestern
part of Washington County, Austin and Colorado Counties were settled by immigrants from East
Prussia, Brandenburg, Posen and West Pomerania. "In Washington County by 1866 ninety different
pieces of land totaling over 10,000 acres were sold to Germans in 6 months." He quoted from J.H.
Randle, County Clerk for Washington County. (The Texas Almanac for 1867.)

Ship passenger lists were valuable in tracing the roots of the immigrants. Most of the persons
who disembarked at the port of Galveston during the inclusive years are recorded in the several
books mentioned in the footnotes. There are more recent publications of ship passenger lists
available.

Naturalization records in Washington County are not complete. Many persons applied for natura
lization but failed to return to file the documents.

Reasons for immigration to a new, raw, and fresh land were many. Germany was not a unified
country until 1871. In the mid-1800's there was harsh military conscription, lack of religious
freedom and social restrictions. Persons were politically dissatisfied, especially the better
educated. They were usually liberals who hoped for a free press, trial by jury, and a German
parliament. Tnis, plus the trend toward industrialization and overpopulation brought economic
stress. The failure of the 1848 revolution in Germany brought disillusionment. These persons,
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/77people with property that could be turned to cash, came to Texas on their own.' The exception,
however, were the several thousand of German immigrants who came under the auspices of The
Society For The Protection of German Immigrants in 1844. This sponsorship bought land and
settled the immigrants in the New Braunfels, Fredericksburg, San Antonio, general areas.

There were no immigrants during the Civil War years, and by 1860 the Germans in Texas totaled
7634 according to Texas historian Gilbert G. Benjamin in The Germans in Texas. A Study in Immi
gration. The laboring class, as a rule, did not immigrate until the 1870's ana!" later. Flakes
Daily Bulletin of Galveston, July, 1870, published the numbers of German immigrants and their
destinations, ancT shows that children under twelve years of age outnumber the adults. Another
prominent Texas historian, Rudolph Leopold Biesele whose book The German Settlement in Texas
1831-1861, states that by 1860 there were 1000 Germans in Washington Countyl (This book was
reprinted in 1987 and is available from the German-Texan Heritage Society)

The date of the first German to arrive in this area is unknown. In Austin Colony Pioneers, by
Worth S. Ray, Pemberton Press, 1980, several names are given as German natives. Captain
Louis/Lewis Kratz, born in Germany in 1773, served under Napoleon, immigrated to Pennsylvania,
then to Texas in 1835, fought in the battle of San Jacinto. He died at the age of 85 years and
is commemorated with a cenotaph on the square of Independence in Washington County. Louis Becker
is named in 1844 as a music teacher in the town of Washington. German surnames were often angli
cized, as example the German, Fischer of Fisher-Miller Land Grant.

Latium is named as the first German settlement with Viktor/Victor Witte as the first German
settler by Biesele, (7), and Berlin as the second settlement of German pioneers with the Valentin
Hoffman family of eight who immigrated to Texas in 1846 from Hesse, Germany. Washington County
historians (Footnotes 5, 6, 8) name Berlin as the first German settlement in the county. The
first German Lutheran church in the county was founded in Berlin July 1, 1855. (A Texas State
Historical marker was erected in 1974.)

The area of Rehburg near Burton is not mentioned in any historical account other than by Washing
ton County historians (5, 6, 8). From church records it is known that this area was settled in
the 1840's by a group of immigrants from areas of the Kingdom of Hannover, Winzlar, Rehburg, and
other villages in that area of Hannover. (According to the 1860 county census immigrants from
Hannover outnumber every other area ofGermany for the 1840's-1860's.) The 1850 U.S. census names
several Braziers/Broesche families and others whose homestead farms are owned by decendants
today. These pioneers were served by visiting pastors as early as 1855, and worshipped in homes
of the community. St. Paul Lutheran Church was founded in 1870 in the community Rehburg, named
after the homeland village.

According to records of the German Lutheran church of William Perm, this area was settled in the
mid-1840's. Also, from Brenham Banner Press Golden Anniversary edition, an article by Mrs. R.E.
Pennington, names William Bohne, William Schlottmaim and Friederick Eicholt who came to this area
as laborers on the John H. Seward plantation near Independence. The family of Henry Eicholt were
the first settlers of that area. The church was founded in 1860.

The families of William Lehde, Henry Niemeyer and several Struwe brothers settled about five
miles northwest of Brenham in the area now known as Zionsville. The Zion Lutheran church was
organized there in 1870. A German Baptist church, Ebenezer Baptist, known as the Mother Church
of German Baptists in Texas was founded in 1861 in Greenvine, several miles northeast of Latium.
The founders were Michael Mueller and Henry Schmetz, the pastor, Frank Kiefer.

No doubt there were any number of sparsely settled areas in Washington County through 1860. The
listing contains approximately 650 families with 481 surnames. Of these 366 were from the census
plus 275 from other public records. Over one hundred names of the 1860 census for the county are
listed separately because in most instances there were no other public records to verify the
surnames. Names of 23 men added from the Revised Edition of Waul's Texas Legion 1862-1865, by
Robert A. and Captain Leif R. Hasskarl.

The compiled records are available to GHTS members upon request and a stamped, self-addressed
envelope for each surname sent to the address below. The sources of information and bibliography
shown by footnotes will be included.

Elizabeth Lehmann

604 Atlow
Brenham, Texas 77833
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Downtown
Brenham

^•_^ heCity of Brenham, founded in1844, during the
C m era ofthe Republic ofTexas, was established as

m the seat of government for Washington County. Its
J*~ downtown area was platted around the central

courthousesquare,with businessesconveniently located
aroundthe square. As commercial transportation on the
nearby Brazos River diminished, more businesses moved to
Brenham. By I860, the Washington County Railroad was in
operation, making Brenham an active center ofcommerce.

The growth ofdowntown continued from the 1860's
through the 1920's. Immigrants fromWestern Europe
brought with themmany industrial skills,whichexpandedthe
commercial diversityof Brenham. It was duringthis period
of growththatmany of Brenham'spresentbusinesseswere
established and the majorityof the buildingsin downtown •
were constructed.

vtAi/ato Jtz^>^2^G^/

Special Events
Spring HeritageTours, April

Maifest Celebration. 2nd Weekend of May
Washington County Fair, September

Downtown Christmas Stroll. 1st Friday of December

ForMoreEventInformation Call:
Washington County Chamber of Commerce

314 S. Austin

Brenham, Texas 77833
(409) 836-3695

G. Hermann Fnrntture Store(1885)
213 WtU Alamo Strttt
This butinesi was founded in1881 at this location byGottlieb Hetminroi
native German, and was the lint furniture store in Washington County-The
building underwent numerous changes, as Mr. Hermann continually worked
to keep the property updated. Presently it depicts awhite, cast stone face
•nd details ofthe classical Beaux Ansperiod ofthe 1920's.

. ScswMbtrg EquipmentCompany(1880's)
113 • 119 Wat Alamo Strttt
Master blacksmith Captain Frederick WiHhelm Schurenberg. anative of
Germany, immigrated toTexas in 1848. With the help ofhissons. Robert
Alexander andF.W. Scburenberg Jr.. heestablished theOWBrazos Forge
atthu location in theearly 1880's. The building located at205West Alamo
housed the first Ford dealership inthecounty. Anadjoining building to the
west, was later built to provide additional space toassemble automotive
pans. In1916. the Schurenbcrg Company built the massive two and one-
half story brick building. A bridge connected misbuilding tothe building
onceusedby the Brenham FeedStore.

Sctuntd Brothers Grocery (1900)
101 Wttt Commtret Strttt
The Schmid Brothers, from Industry.Texas, had this elaborate, two-story
Romanesque Revival building constructed to house a grocery, a feed store
and anupstairs saloon. Ornate metal details were employed forCorinthian,
acantha leafed capitals above theengaged columns on the second floor, as
wellas forthepressed metalcornice thatoncecapped thetopof the
building, the fust floor store front isoriginal and typical of thisperiod.

Chappeli Hill
Texas

A District listed on the

National Register ofHistoric Places.

Ix-tChappeli Hill help you plan a special private
tour for twenty or more. Tour includes the finest
examplesof EarlyTexasprivatehomes,allon the
National Register.You will he served a lovely
lunch in one of the historical sites —

ALL FOR A FEE OF $15.00 PER PERSON.

Pleasenote that aportion of this feewill support
the ChappcM Hill Historical Society, which In
UDUStq^^sthnv^mifktMhttikmiRstlieMusnira
lite Rock Store Museum and the library-

To book your private tour for twenty or more
please contact:

HISTORIC TOURS

l» (). Hox 339 or n (>. tlox S
ChappeliHill, Texas77426

(409) 836-9515 - (409) 830-1311

Ask itltout our etvning candlelight tours!

k
trsf I

A
Tl IF. SIAGECOACII INN (1850)

The Inn. twill in IHSO by Jacob ami Man llatli-r. the founders of
Chapped Itill, was a favorite stopping place fur many noted Tcxans
trawling from IImistim to Austin or Waco wrr Ihc (Ira stagecoach
tine oiganiflcd in Texas in IRil by Smith awl Junes.

TI IKWAIJJS - EVANS 1IOHSE (1853)

This home was originatlv huilt three miles southwest of Chappctl
Hill In IHM byB.W t!ixidson and hiswire Mcllntla. Itwasbuilt on
1.000 acres purchased from the estate ofVt.11. Travis, of "Alamo"
fame, and is across the street from ihc Stagecoach Inn.

Tl IE Ml 1IJ5ERKYIIOIISE (1855)

llomi<>flolmStcrllitgSmhli.tr aixl MarieSmith fn«n IH"M lit 1983.
Sterling Smith was a prosperous cotton farmer and rancher In
Washington County, founder ami president of FarmersSlate Rank
and a k-wk-r in the economic ami cultural life olChapped Hilt.
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Monument Hill and Kreische Brewery
State Historic Sites

HOURS

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Seven Days a Week

BREWERY GUIDED TOURS

2:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday

Austin]

San
Antonio

Take Highway 77 South from LaGrange to Spur 92

Columbus

Sdiulenburg

Route 1, Box 699
LaGrange, Texas 78945

(409) 968-5658

Houston

•1

KRCISCHL" HOMESTEAD AND BREWERY

LaGrOTge,1«icM

Dispersal of this publication conforms with Texas State Documents Depository Law,and it is available at Texas State Publications Clearinghouse and Texas Depository Libraries.

PWD-LF-4507-048D-6/88

Illustrations by Terry Lynn Brooks, courtesy of
Schulcfiburg Printing and Office Supplies, Inc.
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1989 Patron Members, May 2-0ct. 13
Becker, Mr. ?•< Mrs. Charles D. Helotes
Becker, Mr. Herbert H. Austin TX
Fry, Naomi W. College Station TX
Gittinger, Mr. ?< Mrs. Gene San Antonio
Gohlke, Dr. ?< Mrs. Marvin H. Kerrville
Hueske, Virginia 8< Horst Driftwood TX
Kahnf Mrs. Anna Houston TX
Langhart, J. S. Universal City TX
Penshorn, Mr. & Mrs. Harvey San Antonio
Popp, Bishop Bernard F. San Antonio TX
Robinson-Zwahr, Robert R. Washington DC
Robinson, Elsie Zwahr Lubbock TX
Rohlfs, Dr. Claus & Doris Medina TX
Schultz, Mr. & Mrs. Vernon C. Corpus Christi TX
Whorton, Evangeline Loessin Galveston Island TX
Wottrich, Mrs. Pat Houston TX
Richter, Walter Austin TX

Contributing Members, May 2-0ct. 13
Adams. Jo Peebles Houston TX
Bassett, Hazel M. Dripping Springs TX
Beethoven Damenchor San Antonio TX

Beethoven Maennerchor, Inc. San Antonio TX
Braeutigam, David William Cedar Hill TX
Bush, Dell & Woodrow Houston TX
Conway, Mr. & Mrs. W. G. San Antonio TX
Covert, Maxine Krueger San Antonio TX
DeGolyer Library Dallas TX
Etzel, Esther E. Round Top TX
GGSA Los Angeles CA
Hatch, Mrs. Jenevieve San Antonio TX
Henneburg, Ria E. El Paso TX
Hicks, Mrs. Elizabeth Nitschke Houston TX
Kargl, Rolf San Antonio TX
Koy, Douglas J. Houston TX
Krause, Jr., Lee A. S< Gladys J. Round Top TX
Lansford, Ingrid Gimm Georgetown TX
Logan Library Kerrville TX
Schaefer, Gudrun D-6741 Weyher
UTSA Library, Serials Dept. San Antonio TX
Van der Dussen, Renate 7413 CL Deventer
Wegner, Verlie Burton TX
Wendt, Herman Edward Houston TX

TX

TX

TX

TX
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Kr keen Warkhallan und lah.
Itndt Waraa auftrirujanr
Ohna Arbeit (aula nichta. if-
halb mOaatJadar an a*UMm
Plan Mine Pflichl tun. Dock

Kommenlalor Dltttr lUach
achloB mil dan Worlen.- .War
arbtilafrtl hat. dim wOnmhe
Ich tin achonea Wochantndt
- audi In Wnt-Btrlin.- (ap)

Emil Braeutigam Family
Reunion

The Emil Braeutigam family of
Fredericksburg recently had a family
reunion at LB J State Park in
Stonewall, Texas during the 19th of
August from 3 P.M. until dusk.

Emil Braeutigam was born on
February 11, 1869 in Drei Krichen
(Luckenbach). He was the ninth
child of eleven children born to John
and Cristina Braeutigam of
Fredericksburg, Texas. Emil
married Anna Stoffers on October 10,
1891 in Fredericksburg. Emil and
Anna had eight children-four boys
and four girls: including Max Henry,
deceased; Antonie, deceased; Sophie,
deceased; Udo, deceased; and
Elfrieda Clara, deceased. The three
livingchildren are WalterBraeutigam-
89 years old of Fredericksburg, Emil
Alfred Braeutigam-80 years old of
San Antonio, and Dora Behrends-77
years old of Fredericksburg.

Trophies were awarded to the
oldest member present-Walter
Braeutigam-89 years old of
Fredericksburg, Texas. The
youngest member present was Bryce
PoncSc-8 months old of Little River,
Texas. The farthest to travel was
awarded to Max William Braeutigam
of El Paso, Texas.

There were 96 people in
attendance from Roundrock, Austin,
San Antonio, Fredericksburg,
Schulenburg, Cedar Hill, Litde River,
Bulverde, Ft. Worth, Hallettsville,
Adkins, Cypress, Universal City,
Garland, and El Paso.

This was the first Braeutigam
Reunion that most of the family can
remember for quite a while. Plans are
being made to make this an annual
event in the Fredericksburg area.

.Nein. Paulchen komml nichl raus
zumSpielen- erhatStubenarrest."
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Von-Maszewski, W.M. ed. HANDBOOK AND
REGISTRY OFGERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE. San
Marcos: German-Texan Heritage Society and Southwest
Texas State University, 1989.232p. Illustrations. Index.
Paperback: $8.00, ISBN 0-94479-03-4.

This handbook andregistry isa project of theGerman-
Texan Heritage Society founded in 1978. It is a state-wide
non-profit educational organization actively involved inre-

.! searching the history and culture of the German-Tcxans.
•ti' The group produces a large newsletter several times ayear

and has also reprinted Roemer's Texas, Biesele's Tlxe History
of the German Settlements in Texas, 1831-1861, and
Sealsfield's Vie Cabin Book (Das Kajutenbuch). Originating
as a Texas Sesquiccntennial project, volunteers compiled
information on early Texas German institutions, using pro
cedures developed by the Texas Department ofAgriculture
mits Texas Family Land Heritage Registry. The volume of
information collected contributed to the delay in publication
to 1989. The categories of institutionscovered in the hand
book and registry includeold businesses, societies, churches,
cemeteries, schools, farms, and ranches. It also includes
examples ofFachwerk construction, museums, libraries, and
other institutions, and historical markers, monuments, and
statues. The text includes brief descriptions and historical
sketches and is indexed by location. While this book con
cludes with the 1920s, itwill be followed by asecond edition
within thenext several years. AsaGerman-Texan andnative
ofthe Hill Country, I certainly know ofplaces and institu
tions omitted, but society officials promise subsequent edi
tions to deal with that problem. This handbook can be a
handy reference for those beginning to study German-
Texans.

JoAnn Stiles REVIEW OF TEXAS BOOKS
LAMAR UNIVERSITY-BEAUMONT
P. O. Box 10021

Beaumont, TX 77710

SPECIAL GUEST - Mariam York was the special guest speaker at last
Thursday's meeting of the Bellville Lions Club. She spoke on the history
of Austin County relating to early German settlements at Industry and
also at Cat Spring. Left to right are: Dr.James Lamp, club president;
Ernie Koy, whointroduced the guest speaker; Mrs. York; BHS Superin
tendent Bill Shaver; and James Lindemann, West End Lions member
and alsoa historicalsocietyofficer. -•Times photo

GERMAN INFLUENCE ON OLYMPICS

INFLUENCE CONTINUES TODAY

FRIEDRICH LUDWIG JAHN (1778-1852) ,
German teacher and patriot commonly
called "Turnvater Jahn", invented
gymnastics and became the father of the
gymnastic movement in Germany. In 1809
he became a teacher at the gymnasium in
Berlin. However, his wartime experi
ences in the Prussian Army caused him
to brood over the humiliation of his
native land by Napoleon. It was then
that he conceived the idea of restoring
the morale of his countrymen by de
veloping their physical and moral power
through the practice of gymnastics.

In 1811 he set up the first "Turn-
platz" or open air gymnasium, teaching
the members to regard themselves as a
kind of guild for the emancipation of
the Vaterland. He build crude devices
that became models for the equipment
now used throughout the world. His
followers formed clubs known as "Turn
vereins", which were very popular
between 1840 and 1914. They held many
large festivals and contests, including
the national Turnfests.

German immigrants organized the
first Turnvereins in the United States
at Philadelphia and Cincinnati in 1848.
Others followed in the centers of large
German population. Although now more

like social clubs, the Turnvereins
still exist in many places in the
United States today.

The gymnastics competitions held
during the Olympic Games are largely an
outgrowth of the ideas of Turnvater
Jahn. ***

Article by Nephi Hacken, from Der
BlLmenbaum, publication of the Sacra
mento (CA) German Genealogy Society,
reprinted from Immigrant Genealogical
Society Newsletter, July-Aug, I989.
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The German Gulf Coast Association

celebrated its "HOUSTON THIRD AN
NUAL GERMAN FEST" on October 7,
1989at the Wyndham Hotel with after
noon activities from 2 lo 5 and a dinner

dance from 8 pm till the wee hours in
the morning. As both events were well
attended by Houstonians and out-of-
towners, it seems that this affair, along
with other ethnic festivities in and
around Houston, will have its place in
the future of a city becoming more and
more metropolitan in character and in
ternational in taste.

There is ample reason for Americans
and Texans of German descent to

celebrate. Former President Reagan,
President Bush and our own Mayor,
Kathryn Niederhofer Whitmire, have
proclaimed October 6th to be "German
American Day" in the United States in
recognition of the many contributions
Germans have made to the life and his

tory of the United States during the
past 300 years. The achievements of
German Immigrants are well known.
Famous names like Carl Schurz, Baron
von Steuben, Prinz Solms of Braunfels,
John Jacob Astor, Albert Einstein,
Wernher von Braun and Henry Kis
singer are testimony of German in-
dustriousness and loyalty and shall
never be forgotten.Todate, approx. 52
million Americans of German descent
constitute the LARGEST ethnic group
in the United States. They have every
reason to be proud of their heritage,
proud of the work of their forefathers.

The German Fest at the Wyndham
Hotel in Houston offered both, great
fun and food for thought. The picture

&2^

GERMAN GULF COAST

ASSOCIATION

celebrated

A, "Houston Third Annual
yyO %.

%?' °$ by HfJde Graeter

German Fest11

Presentation of the Mayor's Proclamation of HOUSTON GERMAN
DAY

Rodney C. Koenig, Presidentof the German Gulf Coast Association, Mayor
Kathy Whitmlre, Consul General PeterMaier-Oswald(1. to r.)

exhibit "40 Years Federal Republic of
Germany" presented rather graphical
ly the fact that, although 40 years ago
still an occupied country, Germany has
made a remarkable comeback, politi
cally as well as economically, still
another reason for someone's pride.

Afternoon activities on October 7th
included exhibits of arts and crafts,
toys, food and clothes, especially
dirndl dresses AND splendid musical
entertainment by the "Jagermeisters" (a
great band!), the Friendswood dog
gers and the Houston Sangerbund.
During the evening the guests were
entertained by the Rathkamp Dancers,
Nancy's School of Dance and a Fashion
Show. AND THEN THERE WAS THE
DANCE BAND OF THE DEUTSCHE
BUNDESWEHR, freshly flown in from
Germany! These young guys, wearing
the uniforms of the German Army, Air
Force and Navy, did a fantastic job. Not
only did they play the best German
dance music 1 have heard in a long
time, they didn't just perform, they
thrilled the audience! It was "kick-up-
your-hecls" time. Every one loved it, no
one wanted to go home.Wewant them
back next year!

I think that this year's annual Fest of
the German Gulf Coast Association

which, by the way, comprises ALL
German Clubs in and around Houston,
has been a great success and surely has
established its place among the other
ethnic groups in Houston. The Greeks,
the Mexicans, the Italians and the
Chinese celebrated their heritage and
had their festivals long before we did.

The ladies areshowing off their dirndls at the "GERMAN FEST'

(1. to r.) Ted Stanzel, Eleonora Kerstner, Hilda Graeter, Ursula Quentel,
Erika Teske, Ted Gish, Rodney Koenig, Mayor Kathy Whitmire, Peter
Maier-Oswald, Maria Fritsche, Rosina Christensen, Gerd Hippe, Ingrid
Blankenburg, Mr. Niederhoffer, Jutta Schulte-Ladbeck

.Das scheint die undichie Stelle zu sein."
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Letters to Oma: A young German girlfs account of her first year, in
Texas—1847, Marj Gurasevich. Fort Worth: Texas Christian
University Press (A Chapparral Book), 1989. $9.95.

This is the first German-Texan children's book in a long time and
follows in the wonderful tradition of Janice Jordan Shefelmann—
from whom we have had heard anything in ages, worse luck!.
Although the heroine of Letters to Oma, the fifteen year-old
Christina Eudora von Scholl is a completely fictional
character, (unlike Shefelmann's heroine), she still serves as a
vehicle to transmit the story of the experiences of a young
immigrant in the New World. Gurasevich, who comes from a German
family found the inspiration for her book in the picture of a
cuckoo clock in a magazine, during research she was conducting
about the history of Industry. Her framework is a series of
letters from "Tina" to her beloved "Oma" back in Germany. The
letters are within a narrative text which describes Tina's feelings
and experiences. It is amazing how well this book fits in with
Mrs. York's book, because, since the Scholl family settles in
Industry and is from Oldenburg, they interact quite frequently with
Friedrich Ernst and his family.

Tina faces various dangers including the attack of a panther, which
she dispatches with an unerring gunshot, and encounters with the
Lipan Indians. Since this is a novel for adolescents, this also a
romance with a handsome neighbor. A trip to Sisterdale shows
another German community. Pioneer novels frequently include
childbirth and death, as well as the almost obligatory culminating
Christmas celebration, and this book does not fail us in any of
thse aspects.

Letters to Oma is very attractively presented. It would make an
excellent Christmas or birthday gift to a girl— it is slanted
toward a feminine audience— from a German-Texan family. It may be
ordered from

Texas A&M Univerity Press
Drawer C

College Station, TX 77843-4354
(800-826-8911

Hanna B. Lewis Sam Houston State University

Miriam Korff York, Friedrich Ernst of Industry. Giddings, Texas:
Nixon Printing Co., 1989. No price given.

This privately printed book by Mrs. York gives the history of
Friedrich Ernst of Industry, Texas and the town he and Charles
Fordtran founded in 1831. Industry was the first German settlement
in Texas. (It is by no means certain that Friedrich Ernst was his
full name, since he might have been a "man on the run" from a
never-proven embezzlement charge in Germany.) One of the problems
in Ernst research is the number of "Friedrich Ernst"'s who lived
in Texas at that time period (1831-1848). Mrs. York confines
herself to what she was able to discover factually about the
particular Ernst who founded Industry and the documentaary evidence
about him. This includes probate records, a memoir by his oldest
daughter Caroline and various other writings by his children,
including an account book by his son, Herman (sic].

Friedrich Ernst of Industry is a well- documented book about a
controversial Texas pioneer. There are lavish photograph and
charming inked illustrations. No way to order the book was given,
but I am sure a note to the GTHS office would be forwarded to Mrs.
York.

Hanna B. Lewis Sam Houston State University
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Liederkranz tour took twist

of Texas to West.Germany
By DIANE WINOBLER
Classical music critic

If liederkranz Is accurately
translated as "a wreath of songs,"
then the San Antonio group by that
name spread musical garlands and

Because of his Intercession, the,
drana sang on ue stage of the Jew-,
el-like baroque opera souse (now a
museum) in Bayreuth, were treat*•
ed to a playful fountain demonstra-
don in a hidden grotto that usually.
is closed to tourists af wuaemlaa's;

.011
There were moments

ofsong just to;^ '
"check out the.. '!.

priceless good will throughout pa^ „,„, were tekeB ca a ft^A^K^^tjCS** in SevefM
southern West Germany.durlng Its „-ii«o •Ah^rino >ma nitm* the ^ •-•"CiLl'.ZIll— -- j'Germany.during
recent 12-day (our, July 13-25.

While InlernaHonal polllicos
were discussing such Issues as re
ducing American forces In Germa
ny, or the country's reunification,
the 38-member predominantly
Catholic men's choir of amateurs
devoted to (he folk song traditions
of their German forbears was qui-
etly (for the most part) giving
gcnwetltchkelt a Texas twist

Witness the enthusiastic nation
wide press (plus newswtre cover-
age in the United States) given to
the group's performance for Fed*
eral President Richard von
Weizsaecker In Bonn.

Or the almost unheard-of ap
plause following their singing dur
ing the Sunday Mass in the famed
baroque Pilgrim's Cathedral at
Goesxwefftsteln.'

Or (he warmth of (he village of
Suit am Neckar, which turned out
en masse - complete with commu
nity band - to meet the Americans
at the train station on Its arrival,
linked arms for a street parade to
(he (own square for a special recep
tion, took (hem Into their homes for
four days of rare one-on-one Inter
action (hat few tourists ever experi
ence, and concluded back in the
square with an at fresco party cot
unlike our own NIOSA.

Members of (he Liederkranz put
(his tour together, using connec
tions with personal friends, rela-
(Ives and business acquaintances.

With choristers, wives and sever
al children, accompanist Janlne
Parker and her husband, the en
tourage numbered nearly 80.

Most details of (he tour wercar-
ranged by tenor Gerhard Botch, a
native of Saarbraekea, and (Us Vi
enna-born wife, Ingeborg.

Through their efforts, we stayed
In a castle-lurned-hotel, dined In
quaint restaurants, traveled via two
state-of-the-art Mercedes buses,
had excellent English-speaking
tour guides and visited numerous
off-the-beaten-path places.

Among these was a cave beneath
a cathedral in Halgerfoeb, where
nuclear testing took place during.
World War II, an opportunity to
sing In the splendid main hall of
Wetkersheim Castle,and supper to
a famous winery estate, with the
group singing (what else?) drink
ing songs among (he vineyards.

Baritone Bernard Buecker, an
attorney whose speciality is Ger
man-American law, was responsi
ble for such unusual opportunities
as a reception In the offices of the
mayor of Mainz (San Antonio's sis
ter city), securing (he date to slag
for the president and working with

natlng, sobering ride along the
East/West German border with a
band-picked German guide who
had worked with (he American mil
itary police and spoke English with
a near-flawless American iG! ac
cent

Like the barbershop quartet In -
"The Music Man," this jovial en
semble tended to burst Into song at;
every opportunity.

Impromptu offerings of "Cruess,
Cotr and "Eln Prostr took place .
on the train from Mainz to Sulz and

i " churches and-
-. cathedrals.

ble, musically.
The first. Just hours after having

been shamelessly pampered on a
10-hour Lufthansa Air lines flight
was a shared performance at the
Kurfuerstllche Castle In Mainz with
the famed Maimer Hofsaengers.

Before an enthusiastic capacity
audience, the Liederkranz present
ed German songs and such Ameri
cana as "Deep la the Heart of Tex
as" (complete with audience
participation),a Texas medley and
a stirring rendition of "Battle
Hymn of the Republic" v .

The Hofsaengers. a tightly-
drilled semi-professional ensemble
of 18 men, delivered a gloriously
stentorian Russian set and a salute
to American musicals.

^SSX^S^^SSSt'- »» aYaVurday vespeV Mass at A
vSSS^^SS£SS9& aeart>yCatho,,c Cnarch- : '••*arwn^HoSfthe'vS; 'J"5^J^£20.
enormously popular neaa el state. i.^.MM>. .»«.« ><.-.>>
who (poke Impeccable Ortord En- rZEfSillXrSSkt ashort ^oTt'

rssssszsszr. Stettzzs*
Stetson hatanda color photo of the: them Intoher home and shOweir,
Uederkranz In front of the Alamo)
but Insisted on hearing three mere-
songs.

Quoting his friend. Maestro Jesus:
Lopez-Cobos of the Berlin Opera;"
Weizsaecker stated that (he con
ductor finds American choirs'
unique because (hey combine "pro
fessional capacity with the dedlcav'
tion of amateurs." •.•••••»

He was surprised, Incldently, to:
learn that the only city outside-

a Germanfriendto set tips tinging? Washington, D.C,visited by mem*
festival with several ether groups hers of the BerlinOpera (his sum-* -
at Veldensteln Castie.

Another friend of Bueeker's,
Hanswolf J. Haunhorst a distin-*
gulshed diplomat and political
Journalist/broadcaster who has •
beenaguest ofSanAntonio'sCoun-i Sesquicentennlal
ell on World Affairs, quietly ar-;
ranged further remarkable oppor
tunities for (he Uederkrant. • {

mer was San Antonio.
"I'm ashamed to admit I've nev--

er been to San Antonio," he said,
noting that his representative came
to the Alamo City during the

m
Admitting he does not have abso

lute control over his calendar, he
said he Intends to come to San An
tonio In 1892, on the occasion of (he
Uederkranz's 100thAnniversary., .

'You may print that." he said
with a laugh. *

•_. . . . „..„.rt..B The most emotionally satisfying.lna^rtedire^urants,6tei^rte» singing engagement was the Sun-
and welnstubes- andthen there ^ Mass atGoesswelnsteln Cathe-
were (he expected on-bus rendl- ^ m juiy M> . . ..
Uonsof such memorablefareas. Perched high above (he overflow
^Rubber Ducky" and Torn Lehrert congregation In a rear organ loft
"Poisoning the Pigeons la the the choir sang beautifully
Park." - Fora longtime arterwanw on

There weremoments01songjust tte cathedral grounds, worshipers
to"check out the> acoustics*;'Inise*. ttef?ti toeAmericans wlih pro-
eral churchesand cathedrals, buttt JSethanto and words of prtMe:
was the scheduled performances ne naming was topped offwith tf;
that made this trip most mentora> speaa\ sidewalk performance, tof.

the Americans by the city ybdtn*:,
band,highlighted by a charming:.
Offenbach medley. .7;

Proofpositive thatmusicIsahin-?
ternatlonal language, shared expe-:
riences with other singing groujp.
added Immeasurablyto the trip: ;£;

In Sulz am Neckar; the little towjt;
that hosted membersof the San Aift
(onto Liederkranz in 1984 for ib»
700th anniversary and whoseowjd
Liederkranz came to San AntonhK
In 1886 for the SesqulcentennlaU
stages were shared on severaloe>i
castcns, as was the music one Sun-2
daymorning Ina protestant churdK
service. "3

Combined Informal performs
mances also (00k place with groups
in Velden, as well as partlclparJoiK

them a copy of a regional nev.
perbearing a story about theSp£
derkranz, with a publicity phototh£
front of the Alamo.

•-• She feted the couple with coffee
andcake, gave thembottlesofwhig,
andchampagne andexpressed her*
happiness at their presence. And-
neitherspoke(he other's language! _

Perhaps Klaus Hartmann. life*
county.commissioner of Velde.nV
expressed It best during his re
marks at the community saenger-
fest "Our main goal Is to have har-.-
mony tocetber. songs unite people
across frontiers and even across-

DEFINITIONEN

ALTESCHACHTEL - Bejahr-
tesPackchen

BABYSITTER - Ein Kind, das
sich wie ein Erwachsener be-
nimmt. wahrend die Eltera sich
in der Disco wie Kinder beneh-
men.

GEBURTSDATUM - Ein Ge-
riicht, das Frauen durch ihr
Aussehen dementieren kon-
nen.

GENTLEMAN - Meist nur ein
zu alt gewordener Draufgan-
ger.

GRAUER STAR - Altgewor-
denerSchauspieler.

HERZENSBRECHER - Ein
Mann, der einer Frau seine
eigenen Wunsche von den
Augenabliest

IRONIE - Sich fur die letzte
Mark noch ein neues Porte-
monnaiezukaufen.

NOCKENWELLE - Frisur fur
modischeAutofahrerinnen.

WORTER - Haken zum Auf-
hangen vonGedanken.

HELGA MET2K0W

.ErhatHolzwurmer.'

.Steht deme Tasse noch an der
qewohnien Stelle. Lieblirtg''
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LEAVE YOUR GERMAN MARK
(Estate Planning for Germans)

By Rodney C. Koenig

The German Gulf Coast Association helped celebrate
German-American Day (October 6, 1989) recently at the Wyndham
Hotel in Houston, Texas. A number of German exhibits and
German singers participated in this celebration of
German-American Day. A significant number of German-Texans in
the greater Houston area enjoyed a day of German entertainment,
German exhibits and a very interesting and delightful evening
featuring music by members of the Deutsche Bundeswehr
Husikkorps. The Rathkamp German Dancers performed during the
evening, we were entertained with a fashion show featuring
Dirndls. The Jaegermeisters helped entertain during the
afternoon along with the Houston Saengerbund singers. An
interesting memorial pin was designed for the German Gulf Coast
Association German Fest. One of the exhibits at the German
Fest involved potential charitable giving to various
German-Texan organizations. The Goethe Institute participated
along with many others with an exhibit for promoting teaching
the German language. It was my honor to serve as chairman of
this German Fest. In an effort to leave our German mark, it
would be appropriate to have each community in Texas organize a
celebration for our German heritage.

The German-Texan Heritage Society has decided at its
most recent convention, to promote awards to several of the
German departments throughout the state. The award will be the
gift of a book to a top German graduate student with the gift
being either the Beisele book, the Registry or a similar book.
Another possible award would be a one year membership to the
German-Texan Heritage Society. We wish to keep the name of the
German-Texan Heritage Society before our outstanding students.
We hope to leave our German mark on the various German classes
and hopefully they will leave their German mark as well.

Another charitable planning device with which you
could leave your German mark would be to donate currently your
home or your farm to your favorite German department at your
university, reserving the right to live in such home or farm
for the rest of your life. By making such donation, you would
obtain a current income tax deduction equal to the actuarial
value of the remainder interest in your home or your farm and
ranch. You also would guarantee that your favorite German
department would have funds available in the future to help
provide scholarships, a lectureship or a professorship. What
better way to honor a loved one than to create a memorial gift
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such as this. Another very simple way to leave your German
mark is to change a life insurance beneficiary designation form
to leave a percentage of your insurance or your IRA to your
favorite German-Texan charitable.

Consider a Codicil to your Will which should be
completely in your own handwriting and which would say the
following:

Version One

^thf^aiLtk Wt ju\ *** toUly ^Juuuii* *pv4„ 5,000 Jo

Til*- JAMA.****^. v~ / «V>L<a f /t

^—^ *^ ^^ -" ^—^ «^-^*^ . f taatw^aWawpir'Va^a^l^ (aVp^W- •*r^ a ax a a ajpj

A**.

(vvRvtti.

Version Two

. C*£c*cL

QkA^a^i^o. CrJbcZLyL '•v»+\u)U{.. ^U aJLjUZui*. y{o oZb*- <YJ& **•* "»*

f**t^°Jte*~wc ytZjUjJ/oX^U. uJU*a*JL 9/ fUt^Z^.
I MA-

$J^$saX**A-s

GTHS "The Journal" Year 1989 Vol. 11 (XI) No. 3 (Fall)

Copyright © 1989 German-Texan Heritage Society



/?7

If the above Codicils are completely in your
handwriting it likely would work as a Codicil to your Will.
Having two witnesses will add some insurance. In any event,
your lawyer should review the documents. For current memorial
gifts, use the form below and leave your German mark.

MEMORIAL GIFT
TO

GERMAN-THttN HERITAGE SOCIETY

(Tel. No.)

PLEASE PRINT

Amount enclosed $.

Name of Donor

Address

City State Zip

In Honor of

In Memory of

Send notification of my gift to:

I plan to leave a portion of my estate to the
German-Texan Heritage Society in my Will or through a life
insurance policy. Please call me.

RETURN TO: German-Texan Heritage Society
1011 Meredith Drive
P. 0. Box 262

Manchaca, Texas 78652

„LaBt die Leute raus"
Die Nach!, in der die Berliner Mauer brach

Der Mann trug nur cincn Mantel
fiberdem Pyjatmftind warnicht zu
s(oppen:„Wirwohn'n Bofnholmer

StraBe, im Osten, wa. Ick wa schon inne
.Heia,die Altejeht noch mit'm Hund run-
ta,kommtruiTund sagt: Mensch, du,die
jehn alle nach'n Westen! Ick nischt wie
anjezogen und rOber."

Ein Trabi-Fahrer kurbelte die Scheibe
herab und brachle atemlos hervor: „lck
Pass' mir pausenlos an' Kopp. Ick fahr'
mil der Kane Ubern KurfOrstendamm."

An der Ruine der GedSchtniskirche
stammelie eine: „Det war schon imma
mein Traum, einmal um'n Hohlen
Zahn."

Ebenso fassungslos vernahmen die
West-Berliner,was ihre Ost-BerlinerG3-
ste heraussprudelten. Vide mochten
nicht glauben, was sie da gerade erleb-
ten. Es war die Nacht, in der die Mauer
brach.

In dieser Nacht vom 9. auf den 10.
November feierteganz Berlineinen neu-
en Tag der Einheit.

Das Betonmonster, das West-Berlin
auf 165,7 Kilometer Unge umschlieBt
und scil seiner Errichtung Ubcr 70 To-
desopfergefordcrt hat,Qberlebtc seinen
SchSpfer nur knapp. Gcnau 22 Tage
und acht Stunden nach dem ROcktritt
des Bauherrn Erich Honecker, nach des-

^l\\&^
sen Willen sie hundert Jahre existiercn
sollte, war die Mauer stehend k.o.: Noch
ist sie nicht gefallen, aber sie hat ihrc
Funktion verloren.

FOr Walter Momper, Berlins Regie-
renden BQrgermeister, wurde das Un-
faBbare gegen22.25 Uhrzur GewiBheit.
Um diese Zeit reichte ihm einer seiner
Sicherheitsbeamten ins Studio E des
Senders Freies Berlin, wo der Sozialde-
mokrat in einer Live-Runde gerade die
Folgen der neuen Reisefreiheit lur
DDR-Burger diskuticrtc, einen kleinen
Notizzettel: DerLagedienst der Berliner
Polizei hatte soeben den Durchbruch ge-
meldet; die ersten BerlinerOst wie West
hauen unkontrolliert die Sekiorenuber-
gSnge passiert.

GTHS "The Journal" Year 1989 Vol. 11 (XI) No. 3 (Fall)

Copyright © 1989 German-Texan Heritage Society



/2g~~

German at Texas Tech: A Formula for Strength and Stability
Dr. Meredith McClain

•Abstract-

Three German programs were invited to participate in a special session of
the AATG annual conference last year in Monterey, California. The title of
the session was "Building German Enrollments at Colleges and Universities".

Dr. Dorothy James, Chair of the Department of German at Hunter College, City
University of New York, opened the session. Dr. Meredith McClain followed
with a report from Texas Tech University in Lubbock, and Dr. Renate Schulz
completed the spectrum with her comments on the program at the University of
Arizona at Tucson.

Now, in the fall of 19B9, with 3 new faculty members (total =4 in German,
2 in Russian, 2 in Japanese, and 1 in Chinese), we are experiencing increased
activities and new energies as the established momentum offers a basic
stability to the program.

The third Chairman in the history of the department, Dr. Ulrich Goebel, is
guiding the unit through a major restructuring, which has already resulted
in increased research and grant funding, faculty publications and a
heightened awareness of intellectual exchanges through an expanded network
of contacts. This paper offers then a brief retrospective report on how we
got to be as a department where we were in the fall of 1988 and points to
some programs, now discontinued, which were essential in establishing the
strength and stability which now allows progressive change.

It was an unexpected honor for those of us in the German program at Texas
Tech University to be invited to give a report on the success of our German
enrollment at the annual meeting of the AATG last year. We felt, however,
like the legendary cowboys of our area, who, while fighting the dreaded range
fire, get word from headquarters to send somebody back to the ranch with a
report. The situation of emergency offers little time to notice progress
made during the struggle. So, my colleagues and I are glad to hear that by
national standards we have more in the corral (so to speak) than in the
stampede. Sharing some details of our struggle is a positive assignment,
although in taking time off from the front line whiffs of smoke waft by in
new directions and one hears the faint howl of the coyote, that
administrative critter which sniffs weakness, then darts in soundlessly to
thin out the herd.

This opening analogy is not just an ingratiating whimsy. The fighting
spirit and total dedication to the departmental mission is at the center of
any success we are having teaching German in Lubbock, Texas. I cannot help
but notice that just as our program represents the tough, raw area of the
American frontier, the other two programs represented in this session come
from equally harsh geographical environments of our country: the arid desert
of Arizona and the dense jungle of New York City. I suspect that a common
thread connecting each of our three German programs is the determination to
reach a goal in spite of—perhaps even because of—adversity.

In this rare moment of calm reflection, when I look into the careers of my
departmental colleagues in Lubbock, I sense that our most important
commonality is what one can call the "pioneering spirit". We were all drawn
to the somewhat primitive isolation of the Llano Estacado and we stayed there
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because we sensed the potential, not the achievement; we were invigorated by
the freedom to create rather than by the assignment to protectively hoard

something already fully established; we have been called by challenge rather
than by comfort. There's an ol ' ranch-hand saying in these parts which
actually captures the spirit of our department. It reads: "Sleep with your
boots on and know the coyote!"

For you to understand how this West Texas motto gets translated into the
Gestalt of departmental activities, I offer a brief overview of the history
of the place. To understand the strength we show today, one needs a sense
of the vastness and youthfulness of our frontier setting.

After the gold rush, when settlers began filtering back into the middle
regions of America, one area was skirted completely and that was the
escarpment known since Coronado's trek through Texas as the Llano Estacado
or Staked Plains. As late as 1875 the official Texas Almanac described the

area thus: "The Llano Estacado is almost an unexplored region but little
known, at present the tramping ground of the wild Indians and the buffalo."
In the 1880's the cattle industry began after General Mackenzie routed the
Indians and the white buffalo hunters had depleted their herds. The vastness

of the ranches of the area is simply incomprehensible to people who have

never visited the plain which we inhabit. The first cattle empire, called

the 10A, comprised 245,000 acres, and the famous XIT cattle brand stood for

the geographical holdings of that ranch, namely ten counties in Texas: XIT.
Lubbock was founded in 1909 and has expanded rapidly. Today, with a
population in greater Lubbock of 250,000, it is one of the youngest, large

cities of the nation and truly the "Hub of the Plains". Thanks to irrigation
techniques, the city is surrounded by an agricultural belt extending several
hundred miles. Where underground water is not available for pumping, vast
ranch lands buffer the city from immediate outside influences. The old-
timers in Lubbock say that during the great American depression of the
thirties, thanks to the protecting zone isolating Lubbock, it was the last
large city in the U.S. to sense that something was going wrong with the
economy. Today the largest industry in the city is Texas Tech University.

Founded in 1023, the doors opened to the first class in 1925, and now, at age
63, with its 23,000 students, and sitting on a 1,839 acre campus, it is the
largest contiguous landmass campus in the world. (The Air Force Academy in
Colorado covers more territory, but that is because one adds in the runways.)

The point of this thumbnail sketch is that at Texas Tech University history

does not stretch very far into the dim past. We have a sense of what has

gone before, how it came about, and given the wide-open spaces in which we

work, we see blank places in the canvas where potential for creating can be
realized. We also see clearly that our palette of colors is limited. Tech
has not had high entrance standards, the students we find in our German

classes are generally from the rural, agricultural area Tech was built to
serve, and their experience with and enthusiasm for foreign language study
can be formidable factors in the classroom.

The profile of our present department actually took shape in the 1940's
with the work of an emeritus professor whom we still see periodically in our

halls. Professor Theodore W. Alexander came from Austria to Texas because

of a youthful "Wanderlust" fueled by the gripping descriptions of the Wild
West he had read in the works of Karl May. (The subtitle of one of May's

novels is Der Geist des Llano Estakado.) It was Professor Alexander who

established the energetic student-teacher model which built up the department
from scratch and which is still at the heart of our stability in enrollment.

He always focused on the active use of spoken German among his Texas students

and devised programs which made the speaking/learning situations attractive
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to them.

For example, Professor Alexander started the annual production of German
plays in 1947. This tradition, maintained after Professor Alexander's
retirement by Dr. Thomas Bacon, celebrated it's 41st anniversary last spring
and has been a highly distinctive feature of our department. A Kinderschule
was established as a forum where student teachers could practice their
pedagogy with elementary school students while building community interest
in German in general. This program of long-range dividends paid off over the
years when those former KinderschiJler came to college and selected German as
their required foreign language.
A Puppettheater was added to the plan to offer the practice of spoken German
and to entertain the Kinderschule. The team spirit behind the Kinderschule,

the Puppetplays, and especially the evening drama performances was a driving
motivation of the students to practice spoken German, a cohesive force

impossible to overvalue in the department's "success". Besides providing a
hub of German activity for our undergraduate as well as graduate students,
these performances had great value in promoting the name and the activity of
the department throughout the campus, across town, and even within the state
of Texas, since the play went on the road each year to the Texas Association

of German Students annual meetings.By 1967 the strength of the German
section of the department of foreign languages at Texas Tech was great enough
that a division was made officially between Romance and Classical Languages

(presently 24 full-time faculty) and Germanic and Slavic Languages (presently
9 full-time faculty). The first chairman was Dr. Karl Hammer, Jr. (1967-

1977). Now, 21 years later, under the direction of the third Chairman, Dr.
Ulrich Goebel (1979- ), the autonomy of our small unit is more secure than
in previous years when the howl of the coyote emanated more distinctly from
the Administration Building, the place where raids on pastures with weak
fences have traditionally been organized. After all, seen from the budget
office, all kinds of administrative monies could be saved by the
consolidation of the two foreign language departments, but seen from our
offices, autonomy was absolutely necessary to allow us to set our own
standards (and raise them), to set our own goals (and reach them), to work
hard and closely as a small group to constantly nurture the vitality of our
own program where each faculty member is completely visible and totally
essential.

If the autonomy of the department sounds attractive, the responsibility for
success and failure which rests on the chairman and faculty first, and then
on the teaching assistants and the staff, is awesome and constant. The ratio
in our department of workers available to work to be done is as lean as a
steer in a drought year. Consider, for example, that according to the
Southern Conference formula a department is only allowed to offer a masters
program when there is a minimum of four faculty accredited by the Graduate
Faculty. Then the Texas State law allows a graduate seminar to be taught
only when five graduate students enroll. Each year we have just enough
faculty and just enough graduate students to meet the standard for teaching
and taking classes at the graduate level. Sometimes there are a few extra
participants, but more often we see each crucial seat filled by the requisite
candidate with almost no room for change or error. The faculty must perform
all duties at once and on-going: teaching must be outstanding, visibility
in the profession and number of publications must satisfy the Graduate
Faculty requirements and its periodic checks on departments and programs, the
momentum of existing programs must be maintained or changed to reflect the
interests and abilities of the individual faculty members.

In summarizing the first ten years of our department, we pay homage to
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Professor Alexander's leadership and pedagogical philosophy which placed the
highest departmental value on energetic teaching and enthusiastic student
participation in German-language events. This was a period of creating an
oasis of German Gemutlichkeit on the dusty, open Texas range. The success
of the departmental effort to continue to do just that has been consistently
celebrated each spring by an annual Awards Banquet, a tradition unique to our
small department and symbolic of our commitment to our students. During the
Awards Banquet outstanding students at all levels are honored, new members
are initiated into the student honorary society, Delta Phi Alpha, the annual
play awards are distributed, scholarships are announced, the staff is
thanked, the faculty applauds the students and everyone has a happy, if
brief, sense of satisfaction in what has been accomplished by all. It is
always a relaxed evening of security behind well-tended fences which have
kept—at least this year again—the coyote from the door.

You now have a sense of the legacy created during the department's first

ten years and passed down in the second decade. The developers are now
retired and we, really the second generation, have taken over. We each
valued, upon our various arrivals, the philosophy of the department which had
engendered such a vitality over the years and we all understood the need for
extra-curricular programs to enhance the visibility of the department and
ensure student participation. The sheer geographic isolation of Lubbock

makes it immediately clear that the measure of our success is our ability to
keep the necessary student numbers at each crucial level. Approximately 200
students pass through the first four semester sequence, then about 20 go on
for a minor, 20 for a major and, at the highest level, we succeed in
retaining 5 to 7 students in our two-year graduate program. Our ability as
a faculty to motivate and integrate our students firmly into the German
program is clearly based on competent teaching. Over and above the daily
basis of on-going interaction in the classrooms and the faculty activity in
professional organizations and publication of research, the unique strength
of our program has been generated from the multiple extra-curricular programs
we offer our students. Several new programs were established in the second
decade of our department's history and have begun to pay off major dividends
just in the last few years.

In the summer of 1976 Dr. Thomas Bacon (second Chairman of the department
from 1977-1979), offered the first Summer Study Program Abroad. This
opportunity for our students to earn six hours of credit during a five week
stay in a German-speaking country is an enrichment to our Lubbock program
which all the faculty believe in. The momentum of the Summer Abroad Program
is building and recently we have realized an important trend whereby
committed undergraduates participate in the European summer program as a
preparation for beginning graduate classes in our M.A. program. This summer,
for the second time, we will be able to offer one scholarship to encourage
a student to participate in the program. A measure of faculty commitment to
this endeavor is the fact that the scholarship endowment has been built in
part by faculty contributions.

One of the four German positions in the department is designated as
coordinator of first year German. The faculty member in that slot is

responsible for the organization of the multiple sections of first and second
semester German and for the weekly meeting of the T.A.'s where teaching
technique is practiced. A further responsibility of the coordinator is the
"Stammtisch", an opportunity every second Thursday for the faculty, T.A.'s,
undergraduates, and interested German-speakers from the community to gather
at a local restaurant. In theory, this meeting offers everyone a chance to
practice conversational German over a beer. That happens, of course, but
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also important is a cohesive spirit of goodwill which pervades and encourages
a sharing in the language of choice.

During my first years at Texas Tech, I was constantly surprised to discover
that many of our undergraduate students had German names and came from two
small communities near Lubbock: Nazareth and Slaton. Although Central Texas
has a well documented and highly visible area of German-American communities,
no one had paid much attention to the German heritage on the Panhandle
Plains. I was able to hire a graduate student as a research assistant and
the information we gathered led to her writing a masters thesis on the
ethnicity of the community of Nazareth, Texas. We co-authored a published
article and the graduate student presented our research at a conference in
another state. Both of these events were firsts for a graduate student in

our department.

This sort of local research provided materials for many numerous local and
state appearances which in turn, advertised our area of the state as well as

the university. In 1981 the University granted permission for the
establishment of the Southwest Center for German Studies and private
contributions established an endowment account. The interest from the

account supports activities for which there have been little or no university
funds.

Exactly ten years ago an undergraduate named Randy Kirk started a German

Folkdance Group at Tech. From very humble beginnings, this student group has
distinguished itself over the past 10 years and is now known throughout the
state. It is not unusual for the group to perform at 30 different occasions
within the city and on campus during the academic year. They are featured
annually in New Braunfels at the largest Wurstfest in America, and have made
three summer performance tours through Germany. The Texas Tech Ex-Student's
Association awarded the group a citation for outstanding community service.
Annually the Texas Tech German Dancers receive some financial support from
the Texas Tech Student Association for travel to promote Texas Tech, but the
dancers are also well paid for their many performances and a glance at their
ledger indicates that more than $11,000 has passed through their account
during the last seven years.

We discover each year that the best advertisement for our program comes
from the students themselves who graduate into the larger world beyond
Lubbock. Our masters students go on to many kinds of careers and have many
opportunities to influence others to consider coming to Tech. Just last week
the Chairman opened a letter from a prospective graduate student on the other
side of the nation who wants to come here because "she has heard how good our
program in German is." It has not hurt our reputation at all that we have
been able to place our M.A. candidates successfully at major Ph.D. programs
in America: at Illinois, Rice, U.T. Austin, Princeton, University of

Virginia, Washington University, and Berkeley, to mention a few.
The genuine care taken at every turn of the student's career, starting

with attentive advising, moving through dedicated teaching and personal
involvement in extra-curricular activities, and ending with faculty applause
at graduation and at the award banquet promotes a positive atmosphere for
student growth and keeps the coyote at bay.
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Miinster mayor to visit Muenster,
attend German Day at the Fair
Muenster's 100th year centen

nial will be recognized at German
Day in Texas, which has been
designated by Governor Bill
Clements to be Oct. 14 and 15 for
the year 1989. Two events during
the Texas State Fair will mark the
occasion.

The City of Miinster, Germany
will be represented by the Lord
Mayor of that city, Dr. Jttrg
Twenhoven, and friends. Also
present from MtSnster, Germany
will be Joachim Korth, patron and
friend who has been instrumental
in fostering friendly relations bet
ween the two cities.

Muenster's Mayor Ted
Henscheid has issued an invitation
to the Lord Mayor of Miinster,
Germany, Dr. Jorg Twenhoven,
and friends to visit Muenster,
Texas while they are in the United
States for German Day. They will
visit Muenster immediately before
German Day activities. Mr. and
Mrs. Joachim Korth of Miinster,
Germany have also been invited to
visit Muensterat that time.

Mayor and Mrs. Ted Henscheid
will be hosts to the visiting Ger
man mayor, while Mr. and Mrs.
David Bright will host Mr. and
Mrs. Korth. Sightseeing, recep

nightprogram.
The next day, Sunday, Oct. 15,

Muenster's anniversary will be
recognized in the Band Shell at
German Day at the Texas State
Fair. There will be German folk
singing, dancing and music by the
Dallas W.T. White High School
German Club Folk Dance Group,
Dallas Frohsinn Schuhplattlers,
W.T. White High School German
Club Oompah Band, Dallas
Frohsinn Kappelle Band, Soldier
Choir of the German Air Force
and the Dallas Frohsinn Singing
Society. The Muenster Hornet
Marching Pride Band is being urg
ed to take this opportunity to
represent ourcity atGerman Day.

The Chamber of Commerce will
be setting up an exhibit in the Ger
man tent with samples from
various Muenster businesses.

The retreat ceremony and a
salute to Germany and Muenster's
100-year anniversary will take
place in front of the Hall of State
building at 5 p.m.

Chairman of German Day in
Texas is Teddy Trept of Dallas.
Alvin Fuhrman represents
Muenster, Texas on the German
Day Council.

The German Day Council co-
sponsors are the German Con
sulate General of Houston,
German-American Clubs of
Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex, In
ternational Trade Association of
Dallas, Lufthansa German
Airlines, State Fair of Texas, Ger
man American Women's Clubs,
Consular Corps of Dallas, Dallas
Chamber of Commerce, Dallas
Frohsinn Singing Society and the
Dallas Goethe Center. Officers in
clude Consul Gershon Canaan,
founding chairman; Teddy Trept,
general chairman. Members of
German Day Council include
"out-of-town co-chairmen" in
cities of Austin, Arlington,
Brenham, Fort Worth,
Fredericksburg, Garland,
Houston, Irving, ..Muenster, San
Angdo and SanrAntonio.

tions, etc. are in the planning for
these visitors to Muenster on Oct.
13 and 14.

The 27th Annual German Day
Pioneer Ball will take place in the
Grand Kempinski Hotel, 15201
North Dallas Parkway in Dallas
on Oct. 14, 1989. Along with
honoring Muenster's centennial,
this year's German Day in Texas
will also honor Muenster's
namesake, Munster, in the state of
Westfalen, Germany, the town it
was named after.

Mayor Ted Henscheid and his
party will be honored guests at the
ball, representing Muenster.

A cocktail hour, starting at 6
p.m., begins the night's activities.
Dinner will be served to seated
guests in the Grand Ball Room of
the Grand Kempinski Hotel. The
Dallas Town North Concert Band,
under the direction of Max Tun-
nell, will provide the dinner music.
The program opens with official
greetings and various presenta
tions. The program concludes
with German songs by the Dallas
Frohsinn Singing Society, and the.
22nd appearance of the Soldiers
Chorus of German Air Force from
Fort Bliss, Texas. Dancing to 1
a.m. will conclude the Saturday

THE MUENSTER ENTERPRISE• SEPTEMBER8,1989

SEPTEMBER IS, 1989 -THEMUENSTERENTERPRISE

Miinster postcard mailed here
While rummaging through

boxes of old papers and other per
sonal effects in the attic of a
relative, Theresa Gold discovered
a letter written to one of her
Hoelscher relatives from Jo
Wiesman on or about March 1,
1890.

Mrs. Gold didn't think much
more about the letter until she met
Sr. Ann Theodore Wiesman at
Our Lady of the Lake Convent.
As the two discussed Muenster's
approaching centennial, Mrs.
Gold suddenly realized that the
letter in her possession was con
nected to Muenster, Texas.

A copy of the letter was sent to

the Muenster Centennial Commit
tee and now appears in Muenster's
Centennial History Book.

Recently Mrs. Gold was visiting
in Olfen, Germany, the; homeland
of the Hoelscher family, during
the town's 1100th anniversary
celebration. She thought of Muen
ster, Texas and its centennial
celebrationandgraciously mailed a
beautiful postcard from Munster in
Westfalen. The card was post
marked Aug. 22,1989, Munster.

Theresa Gold is a native Texan
and genealogy editor of the
German-Texan HeritageSociety.

-*»^ &•
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"In Fashing ist das Leben schdn und suss."

By Robert H. Thonhoff
(alias Professor Katzenjammer)

Ach! I am so very, very sorry that I am unable to address the GTHS in person to
tell them how the German heritage lives onjln the area just to the south of San Antonio.
My recent bout with a "ruptured diverticulum" (Zum Donnerwetter noch mal!) changed a
lot of my plans—like the Texas Folklife Festival, this meeting, and the Boerne Oktoberfest.

Most people know about the rich German heritage north of San Antonio—places like
New Braunfels, Fredericksburg, Comfort, Boerne, usw. Not many people, however, are aware
of the delightful German tradition that continues in the region south of San Antonio,
specifically in the counties of Wilson, Karnes, and Atascosa counties. My intention was
to tell you, for instance, about the Teltschik Family Band and the Hoelscher Familie
of Floresville, of the German-speaking Austrians in and around Poth, of the places like
Germania Hall, New Bremen, and Lenz in Karnes County, and mainly about my beloved Fashing
in Atascosa County. That not being possible, I take this means and opportunity to give
you a brief written account of what I wanted to relate to you orally at the annual GTHS
meeting in the Menger Hotel in San Antonio on September 9.

Fashing, Texas, is a quaint little rural community in eastern Atascosa County about
30 miles east of Pleasanton, about 20 miles west of Karnes City, and about 50 miles
southeast of San Antonio. A veritable stream of history coursed through the Fashing area
from earliest times until its settlement in 1915, mostly because it was astride the main
thoroughfare from San Antonio to Corpus Christi and Brownsville called at one time, the
San Patricio Trace. In 1915, the 5000-acre Hickok Ranch was subdivided into 160-ocre
plots by the Warnecke and Stieren Land Company. First settlers were farmers of German
ancestry, mainly from the New Braunfels area. A town of "Hickok" was surveyed and plat
ted. Soon area residents petitioned for a post office to be called "Hickok," which was
turned down because of its similarity to Hitchcock, Texas. A second name, "Hindenburg,"
was submitted, but World War I was just getting underway in Europe, Gen. Paul von Hinden
burg was one of the top German generals, and there was such great anti-German sentiment
in our country, that that name was declined. By this time, Albert Schroeder, who operated
a store and spearheaded the movement for a post office,was stumped and looked around his
store for another name. He saw a can of "FASHION" tobacco. He liked it and submitted
it. It came back approved, but for some unknown reason the spelling was changed to
"FASHING." I theorize that someone in the Post Office Department knew of the German
background of the community and knew of the popular German mid-winter celebration of
"FASCHING." The name came back as "FASHING," a misspelling and blending of both.

Eventually three churches and a school were built to serve the hardy German families
of the 40-square-mile community. It was my distinct honor and pleasure to be the school
principal and teacher at Fashing for 32 wonderful years. It was a dream-come-true for
me and my wife, Vicie, to live, work, and raise our three children at Fashing. Up and
down the roads of the community one sees names like Henke, Kellner, Hierholzer, Homburg,
Ahrens, Samsel, Weigang, Riedel, Krueger, Rudolph, Retzloff, Boening, Schroeder, Esse,
Giese, Seiler, Schumann, Richter, Coldewey, Lieke, and Pfeil. The name of Thonhoff fit
in with them well. I was even tagged with the name of "Professor Katzenjammef 25 years ago.

The German tradition lives on in many ways in Fashing. Many greet one another in
German and converse in it over the telephone and after church. The woman's society in
the Methodist Church is still called "Die Frauen Verein." Fashing ladies are famous for
their "Kaffe Klatsch" refreshments. The Fashing School Folkdancers specialized in German
folkdances and performed widely, including the Texas Folklife Festival. Each spring our
community would have a "BESTFEST" (wo haben wir die Besten von Alles!) Last Feb. 13, 1988,
we were honored to have the Boerne Village Band perform at a "FASCHING IN FASHING" cele
bration. In 1972 Fashing was acclaimed the "GRAND CHAMPION RURAL COMMUNITY OF TEXAS."
No wonder that we say with pride, "In Fashing ist das Leben sch5n und suss!"
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PaiBted Church Tour Featured
In. October Texas Highways"
tto*9fftl)nb«f,€tanbe» of

Ctftmoega."Scenic Msjtif .Tow
FeuiuiagVtktuAt&maar bbo-
ing feaufed inthe October issue of
Teas Rghways* BagHdoD; Israel
are-now available locallyat Andy's
FoodMSrtaod The Ktthmg Feat

Tbe cover c* tbe magariae fea-
ares theHigh a^Chtach interior.
Tbe photographs inside tbe maga-
ziae ghre bctsuhtakmg viewsof the
Ammaaaaville Cborcb, Praha
awrchandDobtaCbarebiaaddi-
tion » High HUL Tl» article fea
tureshistorical batl|ii.—l oo tbe
fourchurches,as well as other in-

Chamber manager Sandra Mkbna
is ousted in the magarinft, "A ceo-
t^a^igalctaatchescoaoniaBily
included painted interiors, bat as
styletchanged, the murals beganto
disappear. WeVe fortunate to have
four examplesof the folk ait so
dost together."

Tie cotarfol photographs show
bow each churchis very beautiful
yetdistinctly different. High Kill's
interior is painted in hues of gold
sad blue, with brown altars
triataad in gold. Piaha'a interior

lightedwithi
painting of angelsabove a white
altar, as weU as other artwork.
Aomannsville's interior is
predominantly pink, with white
altars. Dubina has a bright blue
ceiling with colorful interior
decorations, and brown wooden al
tars.

Following (he "Painted Church
Tour" story, the magazine gives a
two-page article called "The Skil
let's On in Schulenburg." The vari
ety of placesto eat in Schjikaborg
arelisted, with a brief descriptionof
what each has to offer.

Oo the inside back cover of the
magazine, there is a photo of the
600th block of North Main Sl in
Schulenburg with modelTs parted
in frost

Praha, Dubina, High Hill and
Ammannsvitte disappeared from
oust maps years ago. However, the
Schulenburg Chamber of Com-
merce—with statewidecoveragein
publications such as "Texas High
ways" - is hoping to pot these
rural cwnffiunirifft back on the
lourittmap.

• Friday, September 29,1989 • Brownwood Bulletti

Pfraciyi^TOrin^
mark centennial

By SHOT LEWS
BuQeto Sttff Wrttsr

PRIDDYtMhe tinycommunity
of Priddy willgrowfrom one of the
smallest communities in Mills
qpuntvtooneof thelargest asmore
than 1,000 people areexpected for
theSunday centennial celebrationof
the Zion Lutheran Church.

The church originated in 1889
when a group of German settlers,
underthe KJoenhipof the Rev. R.
Seils, beganmeetingin the Bismaric
School House two miles south of the
present-day Priddy community.The
church,whichbeganwith 23 charter
members, was known as tbe Zion
Evangelical LutheranChurch. Late
in 1903. a large group of families
organized the SL John's Lutheran
Congregation. The group met in the
Becker Mountain Schoolbouse,
which was located some two miles
eastof Priddy. By 1906 both Ger
man Lutheran congregations were
beingservedby the sameminister,
but U was not until September of
1941 that the two congregations
merged to become the Zion
Evangelical Lutheran Church.

In celebration of its 100th year,
special services ledby BishopMark
B. Herbener of the Northern Texas/
Northern Louisiana Synod in the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America have been scheduled at the
church, followed by a fellowship
meal and the 2 pjn. dedicationof a
Texas Historical Marker by tbe
Mills County Historical Commis
sion. The festivities will conclude
with theopening of a time capsule

.. which was seated at the congrega

tion's 80ih anniversary cdebntJon.
A largetent is beingerectedin the

church parking lot and more than
1,500 charis have been borrowed
from ndghborning churches in an
effort to accomodate the expected
crowds. Food for the cdebntion.
which will include 850 pounds of
brisket, will be provided by mem
bersof the congregationandwill be
served at the community school,
located directly across the street
from the church building.

Former paston of the church
expected to returnforthe celebration
include the Rev. John Resting of
Decator.Georgia; the Rev. Donald
Vlasek of Rosebud; the Rev.
Andrew Mild of Lubbock; and tbe
Rev. Richard Wmkelmann of Fort
Worth. Presentpastorof the church
is tbe Rev. Philip J. Geleske.

Several mornentos of tbe church's
centennial celebration have been
collected, including the "Our Herit
ageCookbook.''completewithover
500 recipes which span the genera-
donsrepresented by members of the
cortgregatjon.Otheritems, such asa
historical book and a commemora
tive plate, will also be madeavail
able Sunday.

Plans for the centennial event
began morethan twoyeanagowith
the formation ofa historicalcommit
tee. This committee, chairedby W3-
ford Schuster, researched church
records in order to make apptooon
for the historical marker.

The .Zion Lutheran Church is
located on State Highway J6^ 14
miles rionh oTTJoldthwaite. / <f*
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St, James OfNew Wehdem
To Observe 120th Anniversary

St. James Lutheran Church of
New Wehdem will celebrate 120
years of blessings on Oct. 8th with
Bishop Martin Yoncs conducting
the service at 10 a.m.

A barbecue noon meal will be
served with tickets available from
any member, or by calling 836-
7504. The evening will have mes
sagesgiven by past Pastors.

As the 120th anniversary of St.
Jacobi (now St. James) Kirche
(church) and Germinde (congre
gation)of NewWehdem is being
celebrated, a number of happen
ings in the church's past are now
recalled.

In the 1860s, services were held
in various homes of Lutherans in
the area. On Nov. 7. 1869. the
congregation was organized with
15 charter members. This was the

nucleus of what b now St. James
Lutheran Church of New Weh

dem.

One of the first projects of this
new congregation was the estab
lishment of a building program.
Money wascollected from these 15
members to start the project, and
while they continued to work
toward having their own church
building, the members kept meet
ing in homes, and in the school.

St. James continued in work in
i New Wehdem. and in 1871. it was

voted that the Pastor was also to
teach school for six months of the
year(December, January. Februa
ry. March. JuneandJuly).

Just a few items of historical
note to be remembered this anni
versaryyear include:

The first person Baptized at St.
James was Herman Brandt on
Feb. 19. 1870. The most Baptisms
performed on a Sunday was seven,
on Oct. 23. 1886. The most Bap
tisms in one year was 57 in 1888.

The peak membership for St.
James came in 1901. when the
church had 814 members.

The largest confirmation class
was in 1902. with 32 confirmands.

On April 10. 1923. Fritz Koehn
deeded a tract of land to the
school, the land between the
church and school to the public
road.

The present church building
was dedicated on Feb. 28. 1928.
The candelabra in the present
church was a gift in 1898.

The New Wehdem School was
purchased on June 13. 1965. The
liuilding was built in 1925 by Otto

Herberig of Industry. It is current
ly being used by St. James for
Sunday School classes and meet
ings.

There are 470 graves recorded'
in the cemetery. The oldest grave
is dated Sept. 3.1870. Carl Custav
Steam.

The oldest person buried in the
cemetery was 97 years, four
months, 16 days and was buried
on April 10, 1923. Mrs. Louise"
Kaechele.

The largeoak tree nowstanding-
on the cemetery stands on Emma
Hesselmeyer's grave. She was.
buried Feb. 7, 1886 at the age of,
four years, nine months and two.
days.

In 1989. the Wehdem Kirche
(church) in Wedem, Westphalen,'
Germany, is 1.020 years old and.
hasapproximately600members.

To the 120th anniversary year,
there have been: 2,519 Baptisms
in St. James, 1,248Confirmations,
546 marriages and 784 deaths.

Membership at present is 298'.
Baptized, and 242Confirmed.

Under the leadership of Pastor
David L. Bulgerin. St. James .has.
endeavored to "Know Christ --•
and to make Him known." With,
this as its motto and goal, the1
church has continued to grow.

Tickets for the noon barbecue

meal are also available at Star
Rentals. Buccaneer Food Stores,
A Cut Above, Wittner Plumbing.
Brenham National Bank, or from

any member of the church or by
calling Geneva Martin at 836-
7504.

Replica of World's First
Computer Constructed
German engineer Konrad Zuse, thein

ventor of the world's first computer,
turned aswitch last weekinBerlin (West)
todemonstrate hisexact working replica
ofthemodel"Z-r,ondlsplayattheBerlin
(West) Museum of Transportation and
Technology. Zuse reconstructed the "Z-
1", which was originally built In 1936 and
destroy. . together with all blueprints
during World War 11, entirely from
memory-

The computer has asurface area oftwo
square meters and can store up to 1,536
bytes. Zinc's Invention was the first pro
gram-operated computer and was baaed
on the dual representation of number*
and commands. Despite modern aids,
making the drawings of the new "Z-l"
and completing Its assembly took aslong
thesecond timearound asitdidoriginal
ly, Zusereported.

The mostdifficulttask - the interplay
of all parts - still causes the same
headaches today asitdidthen," hesaid.
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The SUNDAY EXPRESS-NEWS, Son Antonio, October 22, 1989

'New* in New Braunfels,
thanks to energy, pride

By CHUCK McCOUOUOH
Eifxeu-Newi Boiintu Writer

NEW BRAUNFELS -
There is a lot that's new in New
Braunfels these days.

The one-time sleepy German
village 30 miles northeast of San
Antonio on Interstate 35 has
turned into a "wunderburg."

Consider the following:
• The Comal County seat

has nearly -doubled its popula
tion since 1970 from 17,859 to an
estimated 35,000 plus by 1990.

• Since 1970, 27 industries
have located here creating 3.000
new jobs. Approximately 2.000
of those jobs were created since
1980.

• In the 18 months ending
Dec. 31. 1989, about 60 miles of
city streets (one third of the
total) will be resurfaced, more
than in the past decade com
bined.

• $6 million in infrastructure
improvements are being made
this year.

• Six local banks have set up
a i 100,000. low-interest loan pool
for repairing or sprucing up
downtown businesses.

• Traffic on Loop 337, which
serves as a westerly by-pass,
has doubled in the past five
years to 20,000 cars a day and
traffic on Interstate 35 through
town is currently 40.000 cars a
day.

• The state Highway De
partment will expand Highway
46 between New Braunfels and
Seguin to four and five lanes in
the next several years.

• The city is considering
adding another 18-hole munici
pal golf course. Some 80.000
rounds of golf are played at the
present course per year and at
least 35,000 rounds are turned
away.

• New Braunfels' crime rate
dropped 7 percent last year and
its fire insurance rate is tied for
the lowest in the the state.

Civic and business leaders
describe the current situation in
New Braunfels as "quality
growth" rather than a boom.

"We have been laying the
groundwork for our current
economic activity for the better

NEWBRAUNFBLS
ATAGIiAMGE

M 30 mile*
northeast of So* An***? in
Cornel County

32,04V
I!«•**.

Fwiii of oovemmenti

Council-manager

Per capita kttamm
$14,954

Per family Income (a* of
Comal County): $33,838

Mejor Indwiliaas. Tourism,
manufochxing; mining,
agriculture
Souraii Graater New BrounMa
Cnocnbarf or Cocivn«fc»

ixrtoj-Nfwj osAnec

part of two decades," said Tom
Purdum, president of the
Greater New Braunfels Cham
ber of Commerce and a long
time civic player.

"It is now coming together
very well."

About 350 jobs have been cre
ated during the first three quar
ters of 1989 through industrial
development expansions, Pur
dum said.

"There is an axiom in this
business that says 85 percent of
a city's growth comes from ex
pansion of exisiting business.
Expansions account for about
500 positions or 30 percent of the
2,000 new jobs created here in
the 1980s. The rest have come
from 13 new companies locating
here," Purdum said.

.One of the key attractions for
relocating ousinesses is New
Braunfels' quality of life.

"It is not incidental, it is a
prime factor. Take the case of
Lone Star Die Casting. They
had every kind of reason to
move to Arkansas. One of their
major customers is there, the
state of Arkansas and the com
munity they were to move to
made them an attractive deal.
The company owner did not
want to leave New Braunfels,"
Purdum said.

The Coleman Co., which has

had a plant in New Braunfels
for many years, recently closed
down a Canadian plant that
makes canoes.

That operation will either be
moved to the home office in
Wichita, Kan., or New Braun
fels.

"We are trying to get it
moved here. If we do it will
mean another 75 jobs," Purdum
said.

New Braunfels' present situ
ation, Purdum added, is both
good and bad.

"The good news is we have
arrived at building a good repu
tation and image with the Texas
Department of Commerce and
other professional site locators.

"The bad news is other cities
who are our competition for re
located business have become a
lot more sophisticated. Cities
like Round Rock. San Marcos.
Seguin, Georgetown and San
Antonio know how to effectively
use tax incentives and other in
ducements," Purdum said.

While New Braunfels is now
in the thick of a race to attract
out-of-state investment, it
wasn't so long ago the city was
content to be a signpost.

In 1961 the Greater New
Braunfels Chamber of Com
merce thought something
needed to be done.

The city's tourist season was
only three months long, many
downtown stores were empty
and there was only one major
employerin town, a" textilemilL

The chamber called a town
meeting and ideas were kicked
around to create a year-round
tourist business and diversify
the economy.

One of the first new tourist
ideas was to capitalize on the
city's German character with a
"Sausage Week" based on Ger
many's Oktoberfest. That grew
into Wurstfest, an event which
has made New Braunfels world
famous.

In 1965 Wurstfest netted $1
million for the non-profit corpo
ration set up to manage it. In
recent years Wurstfest has
raised more than $30 million an

I?B~
nually for community Improve
ments.

In IM7 the city adopted a council-
manager form of government and
had its first major bond issue in 8
years.

"We have had several yeara since
then where the majority of council
had a sort of no-growth mentality
like what Austin went through. But
(or the most part the city govern
ment has been pro-growth as long as
it is quality growth,' Purdum said

"Economic development is more
than just Industrial locations. It is a
whole inventory of assets the com
munity must present if it expects to
be successful.

City Manager Paul Grohman be
hoves cooperation has been a key
factor

"In the past 18 months New
Braunfels has been as succesful as It
has ever has. That's because of a dy
namic, growing relationship between
the city government and different
agencies affecting our economy," he
said.

"The city and the chamber work
hand In glove. I've heard comments
on both sides that It has never been
better."

Grohman believes both groups
want growth, but not at any cost

"Quality growth is what we all
want. Mill Plaza and Wal-Mart are
good examples" he said.

"We see a lot of our future in de
velopments like Mill Plaza. It at
tracts upscale patrons who come
from as far away as ISO miles. At
tracting those shoppers also helps
our lodging and restaurant sectors.'

Even before Mill Plaza came on
line. New Braunfels was a favorite
spot for out-of-town shoppers who
like to browse In Its Bavarian atmos
phere.

Those upsacle shoppers and peo-
[ile with more average incomes like
n shop in downtown New Braunfels

as well. The low-Interest loan pool of
fered by six local banks for down
town businesses is part of the city's
Downtown Project to revitalize its
commercial heart.

"The program is working well.
Less than 20 percent of downtown Is
vacant. In fact, you won't see that

many vacant commercial spoU In
town," Grohman said "Many of the
city's established firms, like
Glastron/Conroy, which makes
pleasure boats, and Coleman, have
expanded But our growth Is also in
smaller start-up companies. We have
a company that makes outdoor play
cquipmenL Five years ago It had
five employees Today It has 200.
That is the kind of energy this city
has.

And the beautiful part Is we ha
ven't had to sell our soul to get the
growth we want. In fact, the city's
charm and quality of life are our
greatest strengths,' Grohan said.

„Mag er schon 500.000 gekostet haben •
ich finde diesen Auftritt albem.!"
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Schulenburg Historical Museum
From 1879 to early 1894 the

cemetery was notkept clean, it was
somewhat of a thicket with vines.
saplings and tall weeds and it was
feared that graves would beopened
inahaphazard manner, all ofwhich
necessitated a cemetery association.

The Schulenburg Cemetery As
sociation was organized Feb. Zrj,
1894 with Mrs. Fred Ebcling as
president. Mrs. R.A. Woltcrs vice
Resident and Mrs. Gus Cratu
secretary. The associauon started
with36chartermembers.

The Ncuhaus Family Plot, pur
chased directly from John H. Wittbecker or his heirs, was established
south of ihc H.llrnan-M.scgas Plot
and outside the Cay and J-O.O.FSeries, in 1901 upon ^ of
LudwigEduardNeuhaus.Nov.17.
1822 to Mar. 15.1901.

A few years after 1901. the City.
I.O.O.F.. Hillman-MesefM.
Neuhas Cemeteries and Plots and
the Community Cemetery were
consolidated into the present-day

i Schulenburg City Cemetery. The
objective of the Cemetery Associa
tion was to "put ihe cemetery in
order and keep it in repair." The as
sociation raised funds by selling
plots, promoting children's theatri
cals and masquerade balls at Scn-
gelmann's Hall, icecream socials in
the Turner-Verein Garden and Cedar
Park,thesaleof lemonade, sodaand
a fish pond at Cedar Park and raf
fles, besides membership dues.
They spent money for destruction
of ants, clearing brush, culting
weeds,building a fenceand stile on
the south side along with hitching
racks, planting cedar trees, shrubs,
wisteria and coleus. They dug a
well and put up a summerhouse to
cover it at the intersection of
Russek Street and Schulz Avenue
(named after Emil Schulz Sr.) at the
center-front of the cemetery. There
were six benches in the summer-
house and decorative rocks against
the outside of die house.

HiKdAOOES A^OD Q»E(GE^@S
SCHULENBURG UlY

CEMETERY

The Schulenburg City Cemetery
started as the Lyons Family Ceme
tery upon the burial ofClarissa C.
Lyons who died Nov. 7. 1834, age
15 years. 6 months and 6days. She
was adaughter ofJames and Martha
Lyons who had purchased 500 acres
of land from E. Anderson the
previous October for S100.00.

The family had moved from
Jackson County to what was then
the Municipality Of Colorado;
Fayette County was created in
1838. John L. Lyons, sonof James
and Martha, who died June 5, 1835
at age 25 years, 9 months and 23
days, was the second burial in the
cemetery. James Lyons, the father,
was killed byComanche Indians in
his cowpen about 500 yards
northeast of die LyonsCemeteryon
Oct. 15. 1837 at age 59 years, 6
months and 5 days, and buried in
the family cemetery. The last tobe
buried there was Seymour C.
Lyons, son of James and Martha,
who died Feb. 13, 1848. age 40
years. 10 months and 29 days.

Martha Lyons sold 238 acres and
ihc double log cabin to Franz
RussekDcc. 18. 1869 for 51695.00
and, as die deed stated, "reserved
one-quarter acre from the sale which
is being used as the family ceme
tery."

Carl Hillman. probably a ginncr,
and Sally Henderson, wife ofAlfred
Henderson, first mayor of Schulen
burg. were buried near the Lyons
Cemetery in 1872 even though U»e ,
area had not been designated as a
public cemetery. RosinaHavran and ,
Rosina Russek were buried in
1873, the first burials after Schu
lenburg was founded, in the plot
just cast of the Lyons Cemetery
designated by Franz Russek as the
Russek Family Cemetery. Johanna
Miscgas was buried there in 18/4
in the plot containing the grave ot
Carl Hillman. the plot having been
purchased directly from John H.
Wiitbcckcr.

The first burials after Schulen
burg became an incorporated city
were those ofLillie Blanch Richier, I
Edgar Merrem and Robie, a
stranger, all buried in 1877 and
there still was not a designated
public burial grounds.

The Schulenburg Argus edition
of Apr. 20, 1877 published this ar
ticle' "The Cemetery. The Argus
has heard nothing recently in regard
io the purchase of a sue for the
proposed cemetery. At the recent
meeting at Baring's Hall, subscrip
tions were taken for thepurpose of
paying for asite. We would suggest
mc city authorities take the matter
in hand and purchase no less than a
5-acrcplaL Then have lots laid out
for purchase by the people. No dif
ficulty will be experienced M
procuring acemetery."

A citizen wrote the following
letter to the Argus published Nov.
9. 1877: "Editor Argus: Please tell
us what has become of the grave
yard that a committee of citizens
wereappointed to buy six months
ago. The recent death inourmidst,
and the necessity of a place to put
our dead ought surely to teach that
committee that 'procrastination is
the thief of time.' -Citizen."
The'reccnt death" referred to in the
citizen's leuer was that of Henry G.
Mctzger who was murdered on
Main Street and buried in the Old
High Hill Cemetery.

An article in the Nov. 30. 1877
Argus stated "City Cemetery. The
question has been propounded tous
by several parties as to what has
been done by the committee to se
lectand procure a suitable location
for a cemetery. Some of these par
ties say if nothing is going to be
accomplished, they would like to
have their subscriptions refunded.
Letushear from you, gendemen of
the committee! Should you fail to
do yourduty, some fellow may gel
on a 'high lonesome' (get drunk)
and sum a grave yard on his own
account (shoot someone), and then

you will feel bad."
Christian Baumgarlcn's adver

tisement in die Dec. 14, 1877 Ar
gus: "Gentlemen, see Chr. Baum-
garten if you want lumber for a
coffin or for a grave fence. He will
sell you some which will turn rain
and stock andpreserve your mortal
ity with alcoholic propensity."

Another Argus article: "We pre
sume the City Cemetery question
will never be revived again.Those
dying will be buried upon their pri
vate premises. Every householder
will have a graveyard of his own.
This seems as though it would be
come avery grave matter after all."

The Schulenburg City Cemetery
was established Dec.5. 1879 when
Franz Russek sold for $150.00 to
theCorporation of Schulenburg, a
156-acre plat of land on his south-
em boundary 261 feel X 261 feet,
including the Lyons and Russek
Family Cemeteries, and a road 20

I feed wide by 2194 feet long, the
present Russek Street from West
Avenue to thecemetery. TheWest
ern Star Lodge No. 174. Interna
tionalOrder of Odd Fellows, repre
sented by M. Hockwald. August
Sengelmann, H.P. Brown and
Charles Karsch. purchased a 2.04-
acre plat of land, 298 feet X 298
feet, from John H. and Sophia D.
Wiitbcckcr on Feb. 26. 1880 for
$100.00. Thedeedreferenced a large
survey liveoak tree near thecenter
of theplat which is still standing;
it is the large live oak nearest the
grave ofDr. W.W. Walker Jr.

John Matula sold about anacre of
land, 210 feet x 210 feet, to the
Colored Cemetery Association
(now the Schulenburg Community
Cemetery) represented by Andrew
Beverley and Ben Upton for $75.00
on Oct. 2, 1888.

The present cemetery encom
passes about 5 acres of land, the
amount the editor of the Schulen
burg Argus envisioned in 1877 to
be an appropriate size. There are in
excessof 1261 markedgraves in ihe
"silent city" and probably up to a
hundredgraves without gravestones.

„Es wird ein interessantes Spiel - abge-
sehen davon, daB es noch gar nicht an-
gefangen hat!"

^^ e* -:, V-

„Wenn Sieweiter so roh spielen, seheich
mich genotigt, Sievom Platz zustellen."

DUZ-Zeichnung: Matthias Schwoercr
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Schulenburg Historical Museum

Lrgacmes An© He<goeinid>s
FRITZ BERNER.

FIRST TOWN MARSHAL
Fritz Bemer was elected Marshal

of Schulenburgwhen the town was
incorporaied in March. 1875. Fritz
was bom June 23, 1850 and lived
in the vicinity of High Hill in
1872. He met 18-year-oldAntonia
"Toni"Berger, bom Feb. 27, 1854,
who worked for theSeydler family
of High Hill.

Fritz, "a young man with curly
black hair and mustachcd, who cut
quite a figure on horseback with his
shinyboots," cameoccasionally to
visit Mr. Seydler. The visits be
came more frequent after he met
Antoniaat the Seydlers and he let it
beknown that he wished to marry
her.

Antonia's mother was against the
relationship because she was
Catholic and Fritz was Lutheran.
Fritzand Antonia elopedon horse
back, she wearing a sun bonnet.
They crossed theferry at LaGrange
and weremarried Aug.7, 1872 by
P.Y. McAshen, J.P.; later the mar
riage was blessed in St. Mary's
Church. High Hill.

Fritz was a constable in Fayette
County and, when Schulenburg was
founded, moved to the new town
where he practised his trade of sad
dle maker.

Antonia's mother, Beata (Ehler)
Berger and brother, Josef Berger,
moved to town also and established
residence in a house at the northeast
comer of Anderson and Woltcrs
Josefstarted a tailorshop in a back
room of the residence and in 1881
had an assistant, Josef Krischke,
who had just arrived in Texas from
Silesia,Austria.They madesuits of
a soft cotton twill called "silesia"
for 10 to 40 dollars and had them
delivered on horseback.

Fritz was again elected marshal of
Schulenburg in April 1877. The
Schulenburg Argus of June 29.
1877 reported a close call for Fritz
and a constable when they tried to
arrest a desperado. The story is as
follows: "A LIVELY TIME. It
seems thai last Saturdayone Char
lie Dolman, charged on warrants in
this county, was in town. Consta
ble Tutde of Flatonia and Fritz
Bemer undertook his arrest. They
found him in Russek's Saloon
where he was drinking with a
friend. Each lawman went through
opposite doors. The officers knew
they had a desperate man to deal
with, so they went prepared. As
they approached him, one of them
told him they had a writ for him,
whereupon all the parties drew their
pistols, when Dolman commenced
cursing the officers, saying, "I don't
give a damn if you do, you go
ahead and execute it." He then

walked off with pistol in hand. A
friend of his on horseback,
happening to be passing, got an
extra passenger. Dolman jumped up
behind him and they rode out of
town. We heard of no attempt being
made to follow and capture him
with a posse."

The Argus of July 27, 1877 re
ported an arrest made by Bemer:
"ON THE RAMPAGE. On but
Saturday a young man named
Thomas Coffee, a resident of
Lavaca County, came to town and
was arrested by City Marshal Fritz
Bemer for the alleged offense of as
saulting and abusing Mr. Ignatz
Russek. a merchant of this place.
He told Bemer he would give bail
whereupon he was turned over to
ex-marshal Tom Black. Black dis
covered Coffee was armed and de
manded his six-shooter. To this
Coffee demurred and BIa:k made an
effort to disarm him. Coffee man
aged to get his pistol out, cocked it
and tried to use it. They tussled for
possession of the pistol for some
time before Marshal Bemer re
turned. Bemer struck Coffee a cou
ple of blows on the head to subdue
him. During the melee the pistol
was discharged, the ball passing
through the floor of Arnold
Joseph's store in which the rumpus
occurred. The prisoner then v:\vr (he

children in Schulenburg: Robert.
Lottie. Fritz Jr. and Emil. They
then moved to Victoria where Fritz
operated a large saloon which had
an attractive small zoo on the
grounds. Two children, Felix and
Ella, were bom in Victoria.

Fritz bought one of the first
steam paddle-wheel pleasure boats
whichplied die GuadalupeRiver in
VictoriaCounty; he named it "The
Fritz Bemer."

The family moved to Houston
where Fritz worked in a railroad
shop. Three children were bom to
them in Houston: Richard, Mar
guerite and Clara Belle. Antonia
died May 16. 1919 and Fritz died
Nov. 23, 1919.
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EXPRESS-NEWS, Son Antonio, Texas, Friday, September 29, 1989

Restored Seguin landmark
set to be unveiled FricUr

•y TINA BAtNBUKO

SEGUIN — Sebastopol, a 135-
year-old landmark significant to the
architectural history of this city and
once the borne of former Mayor Joe
Zom, win reopen to the publicFriday
for the first time since restoration
was started in 1981.

Its renovation and designation as
a State Historical Park will be cele
brated at 2 p.m. with a handful of
state and local dignitaries presiding
over grand opening and open house
ceremonies.

The Imposing Greek Revival-style
structure stands at the comer of
Zorn and Erkel streets in testimony
to the onetime widespread use of
linvecrete, an earlyform ofconcrete,
in construction of homes and build
ings here.

At one time more than 100 such
structures were in place in Seguin.
Today, only a handful remain.

"Its low cost, ease of construction
and durability led many people to
use the material with different mix
formulas." said Sebastopol Restora
tion Project Architect Jim Bigger.

"Seguin sits on a bedrock of
gravel?' added Don Whited, parksu
perintendent. "You could go 90 feet
from where you wanted to build, dig
a pit. mix sand, water and lime with
the gravel, and If you proportioned it
correctly, build a house that would
last forever."

Architects and engineers Involved
In the restoration protect took great
care to use many of the same mate
rials that went Into the making of the
spirt-level house, built In IBM by
slavelaborers and commissioned by
CoLJoshua W. Young as a home for
his family.

Flooring and fireplace mantels
are of pme; structural framing is of
box elder; elm was used for Joists
between lower and upper floors; cy-

moto it Mom <

Sebastopol State Historical Park will open Friday with ceremonies
heralding the eight-yeor restoration effort.

press was used for structural beams
and timbers and interior doors; win
dows and baseboards were hewn
from black walnut.

The home was restored to its late
1870s appearance, or how it would
have looted when occupied by Zom,
whose father purchased the house
from descendants of Young's sister.
The sister, a young widow named
Catherine Young LeGette. ended up
living in Sebastopol when the colo
nel's' wife died just before construc
tion was completed.

Joseph Zorn, a prosperous mer
chant with extensive property hold
ings in Seguin. bought the house In
1874. His son Joe would not have sim
ilar success in business but would go
on to serve 20 years as mayor of Se
guin from a first term in office that
began In 1890.

Under his leadership, the city «ot

electric service and a free public
school system.

The mayor's personal finances
and the house apparently did not fare
as well.

A portrait of Joe Zom. his wife
and family taken in 1898on the front
porch of the upper gallery shows sup
ports broken or missing from a sec
tion of the balustrade captured in the
photograph, evidence that already
the house was in disrepair.

Zorn family members occupied
the house until 1952, when the last de
scendant died. The house was leased
until 1961, when it was sold to the Se
guin Conservation Society.

It was purchased by Texas Parks
and Wildlife in 1976 for $82,000 and
closed to the public in 1981 for a
1625.000 restoration and landscaping
job that will be revealed to the public
tor the first time Friday.

Friday, September 15, 1989 THEFAYETTE COUNTY RECORD

Ann Lindemann Elected

President Of G.T.H.S.
The German-Texan Heritage

Society met tl the Merger Hotel,
Sept. 8. 9. 10 in Stn Antonio for the
11th convention.

Ann Lindemarm of Industry was
elected president; Mary El-Beheri of
San Antonio, vice-president; Dona
Reeves-Marquardt, of Buda,
treasurer; and Helgard Suhr of New
Braunfels, secretary. Other members
of the new 12-persons board ire:
Miriam York of (biddings, Helga von
Schweinitz of Austin, Rodney
Koenig of Houston. Theresa Gold of
San Antonio; Bob Robinson-Zwahr
of Washington, D.C.. W.M. Von
Mugewiki of Pasadena, Fredericka
De Berry of Clear Lake and Francis
Harrison of San Antonio.

The group enjoyed two tours. The
San Antonio River Barge and the
King William.

The speakers, telling ot the Ger
man Heritage of San Antonio both
past and present, were Mayor E.
CocfcreW, Henry Gaerra, Anne Fox,
James Patrick McOuire, Mary El-
Beheri, Candie Lener, Russell Kyse,
Jane Foster, Patricia Osborne, and
Paul Gotuchalk.

Gay Arm Happe Martinez reported

on "German Records in the LDS

Family History Library."
On Saturday night die {roup en

joyed dinner, band concert, folk dan
cers, Beethoven MaenneThor and
Damenchor sing-along and dancing
at the Beethoven Gartenfes

Sunday morning there was an
Ecumenical Church Se.-vice by
Father Charles Neumann for the
Catholics and by Dr. R. Clarence
Lang for the Lutherans.

The Consul General of the
Republic of Germany, Peter Maier-
Oswald, and Thomas Pawel, the
honorary consul, spoke on the future
relations between Texas and Ger

many.

Dr. Ted Gish, Dr. Erika Nielsen,
and Niels Nielsen reported on the
Dairy of Herman Seele.

Mrs. Leola K. Tiedt, historian and
scrapbook editor, served on the
nominating committee.

The 1990 Convention will be cen

tered in Brenham. so the people in
this area interested in becoming
members should send their $8 mem

bership to Anna Thompson, execu
tive director, Oerman-Texan Heritage
Society, P.O. Box 262, Manchaca
78652.

Sol
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SCHULENBURG HISTORICAL MUSEUM
Z&Z

Baring Hall, also called "Depot
Hall," was the two-story saloon and
dance hall owned and operated by
Otto A. Baring during Schulen
burg'searly years.

The building, located on the
northeast comer of North Main and
Lyons (Galipp's west parking lot),
was built sometime between 1874
and 1876.

A picture, owned by the Schu
lenburg Historical Museum, of the
interior of the saloon, lower floor,
shows Otto Baringbehind the bar
with August Sengelmann. Otto is
dressed ina long-sleeved shirt,open
collar and suspenders: he is
displaying a six-shooter pistol
indicating the picture was posed.
August is dressed in the same man
ner and both men are sporting
moustaches, the style of the tunes.
The wall at the back bar is decorated
with 14 pictures: one of. perhaps,
the High Hill Brass Band and an
otherof a smalldrummergirlwith
frame decorated with flowers. A
sign at the back bar advertises:
"Ask your dealer for S-K Pants and
Full Suits made in Waco, Texas."
Tbe bar is highly polished, has a
bar towel attached and has,- what
appears to be, a containerof sand
wiches and pretzels at one end. In
the old days sandwiches were free
on purchase of a beer or mixed
drink. One 5-cent schooner of beer
entitled the customer to eat as much
as he wanted. The spittoons on the
floor in front of the bar were low
wooden boxes about 12 x 12 inches
square, half filled with sand. Baring
showed off the elegance of the sa
loon with an ornate French minor
behind the bar.

The Schulenburg Argus of July
6, 1877 published this article:
*OttoBaring received yesterday and
placed in its proper position in bis
elegant saloon. Depot Hall, a
splendid French mirror 8 feet in
length and 4-1/2 feed in width. It
cost near $200 and, with its walnut
finish, is quite an addition to his
establishment." A table-and two
chairs reflected in the mirror are the
same style as the tables and chairs
used by C & G Sengelmann in
their "Two Brothers" Saloon on
Main Street from 1894 until the
saloon became the Western Auto
Store.

Baring's commercial advertise-
m».u ;n tKa CohuteflbUTg Argus
states that the saloon had a billiard
table, probably the first in Schu
lenburg. Back in 1877 there was a
new innovation. Straight whiskey
must have been boringand saloon
keepers turned to cobblers and
punches to sell their wares. The
Schulenburg Argusreported: "The
saloons of our town keep a plenti
ful supply of ice on hand and
whiskey straighthas given way to
sherry cobblers, mint juleps,
punches, etc. And yet the average
drinker cannot or will not be
happy."

Ouo A. Baring and his wife,
Josephine Baring, moved to Hous
ton in 1883 and sold his residence
and saloon to August Sengelmann
and Charles Sengelmann for
$7000.00 on Oct. 2. 1883. August
Sengelmann returned toGermany to
marry his sweetheart and did not re-

BARP«3HALL

turn to the United States. His
younger brother. Gustav "Gus*
came to Schulenburg and went into
partnership with Charles and they
named their saloon the "Two
Brothers Saloon."

The secondstory of BaringHall
served as Schulenburg's first com
munity center until 1886 when the
larger Turner Hall (American Le

gion Hall) was constructed. Baring
Hall was used as a meeting room to
organize a Sunday School and a
baseball club: it was used to at
tempt to organize a fire company
and a city cemetery associationand
other civic endeavors. It was used as
a Justice of the Peace Court
presidedover by EdgarMenem un
til his death in 1877 and then by
A.D. Paulus. Other uses were plays
and benefits. One play was "The
Watchman's Hat* by the Germania
Club of Schulenburg and others
were titled "East Lynne" and
"Spanish Rink Dominoes" by Faye
Templcton and a traveling troupe.
One benefit was given in the hall in
1877 for a Mr. Repsdorph who lost
a leg in a train accident; his
daughterprovidedentertainmentby
playing the piano. Blind Tom
performedat Baring Hall Feb. 19.
1877 as reported by the Schulen
burg Argus with this article:
"Baring's Hallwas full to capacity
last Tuesday to hear Blind Tom
perform. His imitationsof the mu
sic box. fife and drums, the hand
organ, firing of cannon and the
clatter of small arms, are truly
miraculous. He is also a good vo
calist."

Balls were given at the ball
throughout the year. Victory (or
defeat)danceswere given in the hall
following each local baseball game
at which a trophy was awarded to
the winner of Ihe match. Professor
Whitehead and the High Hill Brass
Band provided music at the dances.

The Schulenburg Argus reported
on the ladies' dress at one such
dance in its edition of Nov. 9,1877
as follows: "We would like to
comment on the ladies' dress at the
dance. One girl, a perfect brunette,
who wore a black silk en-train with
tulle overskin and coral ornaments
was the "belle of the ball'."

The 1902 F. Lotto book "Fayette
County, Her History and Her Peo
ple" shows the building in use by
Boettcher Bros. General Merchan
dise. Later the building housed the
Southern Produce Company and
Appeh's Furniture. The building
was removed in the early 1950s.

A Schulenburg Argus article of
July 20, 1877 described moderate
drinking: "What is Moderate
Drinking? Moderate drinking is that
which is consistent with a clean
tongue, a good appetite, a slow
pulse, a cool skin, a clear head, a
steady hand, good walking power
and light refreshing sleep." The sa
loons of yesteryears are no more.

WHAT SHIP WAS GRANDPA ON?
Did your forbears emigrate from

Europe to America? Were they Po
les, Russians, Germans or some other
West European nationality? And did they
leave for America via Hamburg between
1850 and 19147

If you want to know more about all that,
you can rum to tbe Historic Migration
Office in Hamburg.

Tbe office keeps lists of passengers who
left Hamburg by ship for overseas, directly
or via other European ports, from the
period from 1850to August lit, 1914(with
the exception of the months January to
June 1853) and from 1919to 1928; a 60-
year archivalconfidentiality ban applies in
each case.

The lists contain data on family names,
given names, sex, age, placeof With and
fuiuici plaooof fcsidcocc, with province,
occupation, post of destination, uame of
ship and departure data.

Fordirect emigrants such listswere only
kept, however, for ships carrying more
than 25 passengers. It must alsobe bone
in mind that part of the Hamburg emlgra-
doo traffic went "r^^gh Bremen and Brc-
mcifaavca. Unfortunately the hsts there,
also «*"«'"t"f five mfJJJoa names, have
been almost completely desuoyed.

Tbe Passenger Arrival Records pre

served in tbe National Archives tn
Washington have not been broken down
to registersof name yet for tbe period 1847
to 1896. To get information from the Na
tional Archives one has to name the ship
and the arrival date.

Since tho passenger lists kept in Ger
many are oaly broken down into roughly
olphabeucally-ordercd registers of names,
certain prerequisites are necessary for the
work of the Historic Emigration Office.

Tbe time-consuming search through the
recordsis only possibleif tbe inquirercan
name roughly ifu year of emigration.

If the emigration year is known, a fee of
DM 75 is charged to search for one name,
or a family. The fee covers a copy of the
ship's list, the sealed certificate on card
board, a translation or transcription, the
brochure "Hamburg als Auiwsndcrcr*
Kadt" in German and English and the
mailing costs. Tho same amount has to be
paid for each additional year to be re
searched. There Is no refund if the search
is unsuccessful.

Further Information; HistoricEmigre-
tloaOffice- MuseumKb* Hamburglsche
Geschkrhte-Helsttmwall24-2O00 Ham

burg 36-Phone (040) 300512 50.

STILBLUTEN: Was
sehen unsere Ohren?

Die Bandewird bcschuldigt.bet
einem Oberfall in Nijvcl drei
Menschcn und einen Polizisten
erschossen zu haben.

*

Verfuhrungen einesGlasblasers
sollenwcitereAnziehungspunkte
Kin.

*

Scin Geskht ist narbigund hat
aulTallende Hingcschultem.

*

Phitipp wurde 336 v. Chr. er-
mordet. Kurz danach wollte er zu
einem Feldzug aulbrechen.

*

Nach zwanzig Minutcn hatten
die Zuschauer hercits drei Tore
geschossen!

w

An der Isar siedeltcn sich Mon-
che an. Diese vermehrten sich un-
gebeucT, und so cntstand die
Sudt Muncben.

w

Drei wcitere Vcrlctzte konnten
unverletzt geborgen werden.

*

Verkaufsprobleme heim Wein:
Etne Barenauslese id beispiels-
weisc zur Zeit so gut wie nichl zu
verkaufen.

*

Antonioni hat seine langjahrige
Freundin geheiratet. Frau Anto
nioni tetlte ii» Rom mil. daB die
kirchliche Trauerfeier cm ktein-
sten Kreis stattgefunden habe.

*

Die tote Herzogtn plaudcrtc aus
ihrem Leben.

*

Stripperin zum Auszkhen ver-
urteilt!

w

Getabmtc suchen ncuc Marsch-
richtung.

*

Stall die ganze Rasse zu vcrteu-
feln.solltenscharfeAuflagenher.
um die Halter bdsartiger Hundc
zum Tragen eines Maulkorbes zu
veranlasscn. meinte der Tierzuch-
ter.

*

Der genugsamste Hund fur den
Tierhalter ist die Katze.

Ein Jubilaumscretgnis.denn Al-
ban Bergwurde1985gebotenund
starb 1935.

sthMmrrecHi zonmo

The Age

of High-Speed

Trains IsDawning
Theflmtf 82locomotives for thenew

high-epeed trains. Intercity Express, was
officially delivered to the Federal Rail,
road, theBundesbahn,byaconsortiumof
mabr West German manufacturers in
Munich. The chairman of the Bundes
bahn, Reiner Gohlke, announced at the
accompanying ceremony that the first
scheduled service Isto start June 2,1991.
The locomotive is the first Installment of
a DM 2 billion order, the largest single
orderto date forthe German locomotive
Industry.

The 1990 federal railways budget,
Gohlke said, already provides for theac
quisition ofhigh-speed trains amounting
toDM 1bflllon for theperiod upto199S.
Altogether, the Bumleabahn will Invest
DM50billion Inthistechnology between
1985 to 1995. Uhopesto regain It* com
petitiveness with the new train, which
holds the world speed record of 407
kilometers perhour(253 milesperhour).
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Germans offerpragmatism
with stylish continental flair

Mmpgaad ft—

DUESSELDORF, West Germany — Germans hold
(he edge In such things as fast cars, beer and sauerbra-
ten,andnow they'reclaiming tbeedgeinfashions.

German fashions? No. 1 In Europe? Ahead of the
French and the
Italians?

"German fash-
Ion has the same
reputation as Ger
man food — It's

actually good, but
everyone thinks of
it as bland and
tattenlng." Her-
wig Zanm, the
head of Mondl ap
parel near Mu
nich, remarked at
a recent fashion
lair In Duessel-
dorf, a new Euro- numoio
pean fashion ^ cmiomiti ore flocking to
mecca In the _ ., ,, , . . •
heart of West Du***«ldorT for haute cooturt.
C.ermany's Industrial heartland. No one questions that
Ihe West Germans have become leading exporters of
women's wear, but the French and Italians have some
thing to say about the Germans becoming No. 1 In Eu
rope: Maybe they turnout clothes,but do theydesignand
create?

For years style-conscious buyers associated contin
ental cfdc with the established couturiers of Paris and
Milan, where famed fashion houses like Chanel and Ar
mani turn out their twice yearly collections to the acco
lades of the rich and famous.

Now. with an expanding world market of well-paid
professional women and globe-trotting tourists. West
German designers say they are upstaging their foreign
rivalswtththe right mixofpanacheand pragmatism.

Duesseklorfs showings may not draw Princess Caro
line of Monaco or the actress Catherine Deneuve, but
rnyals and other discriminating clientele have applauded
West German fashions with their pocketbooks, if not
their presence.

The German designers also point to the sharp rise In
interest among foreign buyers for German-made cloth
ing, shoes, cosmetics and Jewelry aimed at the upper-
middle Income brackets.

"Our exports are very high and Increasing each year,
which shows that our reputation Is growing," said Claudia
Timm. spokeswoman for Duessckforfssprawling Igedo
fashion market that has given focus to design centers
scattered throughout West Germany.

Nearly a third of the $13 billion bi West German ap
parti meaofactured last year was exported, and ihe far-
tag* salts account for an even larger share of output thtt

year, according to the Cologne-based Women's Outer
wear Association.

Salamander Shoes of Kornwestheim Is Europe's larg
est producer of footwear, and Klaus Stetlmann's motto,
"Fashion for Millions, Not Millionaires," has made him
the continental king of contemporary sportswear with
nearly 1640million In annual sales.

The West Germans contend It Is their attention to
quality and marketing that has won them the No. 1 rank
inperformance in Europe, UnotInrepute.

'The French have all the Image, but theydont have a
product anymore." said Wolfgang Ley, president of Mu
nich-based Escada firm that expects to sell $400million
In exclusive apparel this year.

"The designers create a couture line, but the manag
ers leave It to any manufacturer to produce a ready-to-
wear line," he added "Some of what Is being produced
under very famous labels Is absolute Junk."

Ley's company, forwhich hisSwedish-born wife. Mar-
garetha. Is chief designer, posted a phenomenal 40 per
cent sales Increase In 1968 and has seen an even brtaktr
sales pace so far this year.

"We design our own fabrics and our own color stories,"
Ley said "We make our own market and give It a direc
tion. We dont wall around to see how the wind Is blow
ing."

In France. Jacques Mouclier. president of the French
Federation of Couturiers, said Ley Is right In saying
French-designed clothes are made In other countries, but
he maintained Paris remains No. 1 in fashion.

"France long ago won the battle in terms of creauon, •
design," he said. "We have the designers, the reputation
around the world.Tbe best proof of that Is the number of
people who come to our shows every season. Why. the
number of accredited Journalists comes to 2,000. We not
only have French designers showing their creaUons but
also Japanese, Italian and American, because the capital
of fashion Is Paris. And it will remain so, for Paris is open
andgenerous to the creative spirit."

Trie major Italian fashion houses in Milan were closed
for vacation and officials could not be reached for com
ment.

But Italian fashion experts have maintained In the
past that while the West Germans have made Inroads In
the more economically priced women's clothes, thelr
fashion Is less stylized than Italian ready-to-wear and
high fashion garments.

The West Germans use names like Escada. Mondl and
Tuzzi, which conjure a Mediterranean image, and that Is
part of the strategy of those designing for an interna
tional customer.

Zahm and Ley said they chose easily uttered names
with a international ring to add flair to their Image.

Moodi sells $113 million In clothing each year and
eaamts among Its customers the Princess Diana, wife of
Brttata's Prince Charles. She caused a run on the firm's

socks In 1$B after wearing them to a polo

2°3
The SUNDAY EXPRESS-NEWS, Son Antonio, August 27, 1989

match, and still places regular orders with Mondl each
season. For this fallsheordereda wardrobe of burgundy.
black and vanilla

Jil Sander of Hamburg has caplured another Impres
sive corner of the up-market with classic styles, sublle
colors and natural fabrics that pack welland wear long
enough to Justify their high-endprice tags

"\ oncan start witha fewpiecesand build up a basic
wardrobe over the years."said Sander,a slender45-year-
old who still models for some of her advertisements
"That's much losscostly than gettinga lotof clothesand
having no style."

Herclothes areproduced inWest Germany andshown
exclusively at thefall andspring fashion fairs in Milan.

Many west German firms nave begun farming out
some of their productions**) Eastern Europe and other
countries where wages are lower.

Women's Outerwear Associated reported a 22 percent
increase In oul-of-country preparations last year, al
though the share accounts for onlyabout 5 percent of
total production.

Designers of exclusive sportswear, like Sander and
Ley. contend production costs concern them less than

maintaining quality, and they plan to continue overseeing
their operations claw to home.

But for the broader field of clothing producers compet
ing for the middle-income market, contratng out to East
ern Europe or Mediterranean countries is likely to be
come an attractive means of cutting costs.

Another West Gerrfian success story is Karl Lagerfeld,
who continues to boost his countrymen's image, although
he has switched to Ihe Paris house of Chanel.

l-agerteld still markets the Kl. line from West Ger
many and retains a showroom and boutique at the Igedo
market.

Part of the attraction for West German designers to
the more renowned fashion capitals is likely the glitz and
glamor that Ducsseldorf lacks, despite Us belter balance
sheet.

"Those things probably matter — that French design
ers show up withtheirBeautiful People." Leynoted. "But
the Princess of Wales sneaks Into our boutique in I •ini: •. i
at least twice a season. They don't go to the shows, but
we have the princes and queens of Europe buying ES-
cada."

f0m*^WnCo -"—

Oktoberfest activities planned Oct. 7-8 ^""'^^^^
HOUND TOP — The 17th an

nual Wincdulo Oktoberfest will be
held on the grounds of tho Uni
versity of Texas at Austin
Wlntdala Historical Center near
here in Fnycttc County on Oct. 7
and 8.

Activities run from 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. on Saturday and noon to 6
p.m. on Sunday. Admission is $2
for adults, 50 cents for students
and under 6 are free.

Tours of the restored 19th-
century buildings will be given
alongwith pioneer demonstrations
such as fireplace cooking, weav
ing, Ince making, crocheting,
sonpmnking, spinning, goose
plucking, bay pressing, wood

working, furniture making, corn
shuekery, basketmaking, horse
hair braiding, quilting and black-
smithing.

A series of German one-act
comedies will bo performed on
Saturday nt 7:30 p.m. in tho
restored theater by the Texas
A&M Germnn Department. A
reception with German tinging
and refreshments will follow the
performance.

On Saturday, a special exhib
ition of "Binz Bro. Circus, The
Smallest Show on Earth," will be
set up in tho theater.

German music will be provided
by several groups including The
Royal Bavarians, The Brenham

Community Band, The Austin
Ethnic Dance Theater and The UT
International Dancers. Other
groups such as the North Harris
County Dulcimer Society, Dog
Days of Summer, The Double
Eagle String Band, and Nobody's
Rool will provide bluegraat and
traditional folk music and songa.

Cerman food and drink will be
available on the grounds.

The Winedale Octoberfest is
held in conjunction with the
Round Top Antiques Fair, the
Round Top DYD Club's Square
Fuir featuring a wide variety of
arte and crafts, the Shelby An
tique Show, and the Warrenton
Antique Show.

The first German-Soviet Industrial
space mission ended successfully with
the landing of an unmanned apace cap
suleIn theSovietrepublicofKasachstan,
a spokesperson for the West German
partner organization In the project,"In-
totpace," announcedInMoscow, [hiring
tht 14-dayflight,liquid crystals werecul-
ttvattd and additional experiments con
ducted with new medications, the
spokesperson said, adding that urdver-

ch organizations In the
Ftdtral JUpublic had financed three
quartan of tht experiments.

According to the announcement, con
tracts were signed by Intoipacc and Mot-
cow for four additional space flights.
Intotpace la a consortium of some 95
firms from runeEuropeancountriesand
has its headquarters In Hanover (Lower
Saxony).

The Round Top Antiques Fair
will be held Oct. 7 and 8 at the
Rifle Association Building and
Pavilion from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Admission is $3.50.

More than 65 artiste will be
showing and selling their wares
on the town square for the Square
Fair that will be htld the tame
weekend. Hours art 9 sum. to 6
p.m. both days. Admission is
fret.

For a compltte schedule of
times of events contact the center
office at (409) 278-3530 from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. woekdays or writo
P.O. Box 11, Round Top, Texas
78954.

THREE FORMER DEANS
, were honored the oihcr day when
IAlvin Community College cele
brated its 40th anniversary atagala
reception hosted by the ACC
Foundation.

Dr. A. Rodney Allbrighl, col
lege presidem, and Catherine
DeWitt, foundation president, pre
sented commemorative medallions
lo Deans Elmo Marburgcr and
Henry Meyers wiih Dean Neal
Nelson presented his in absentia.
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German native regrets
family's life of misery

•y KIM COBB
Houston Chronicle

Hilda Graeter's heart swelled
when she heard that tbe East Ger
man border was finally being
opened. She only wished that her
parents had lived long enough to
experience it

A longtime Houston resident,
Graeter talks now about Germany
and World War II as though it were
onlyyesterday. But her childhood in
what became East Germany was a
lifetime ago.

"I was born and raised in East
Germany, but I left in 1941 and I
have never returned to live there,"
Graeter said. "I last visited In 1982
when my mother died,"

Graeter was living with her par
ents in Cottbus, about 85 miles south
east of Berlin, in April 1941 when she
was "drafted" into the German Civil
Service. She was only 17, and was
ordered to Poland, though her father
was loath to let her go.

It was her civil service during the
war which separated her from her
family and eventually resulted in a
life in the West. At the end of the
war. she was interned for more than
-a year by the British and was not
able to contact her parents until
April 1946.

But by then, Germany had been
divided into control sectors, and
Grader's family was in the Soviet

•sector.

"They said, 'please do not come.

The conditions are so awful, please
don't come and share our misery.
Build i-fttw life in West Germany.'
.Ti^SlncelitwVechildren of my own,
now, IJpew what this must have
meant uTthem," Graeter said.

She took their advice, and was
luckyenough to find a Jobwith tbe
new democratic German govern
ment She first went back to visit ber
parents hi 1948, at a time whenit was
still easy to pass between the two
countries.

"Things started really to build up
in WestGerrnany, and the discrep
ancy betweenthe two countriesbe
came more and more obvious,"
Graeter said.

At the end of 1953,she immigrated
to the United States to marry. The
new couple lived in New York for a
short time, and then moved to Hous
ton Graeter soon went to work for
tbe German Consulate here — a Job
she was to keep for 32 years.

She and her husband made a trip
back to West Germany in 1958, and
Graeter's parents came out for a
brief visit. It was not until 1963 —
after the Berlin Wall was built —
that Graeter went back into East
Germany herself.

"Oh, that was kind of a shocking
experience," Graeter remembered.
"After 14 years, I had never seen the
rest of my relatives and had never
seen my friends again.

"I think I cried a lot during that
period."

Life had been so cruel to the people
she left behind.

Glimpse oflite 500
years ago is found

CAMBRIDGE. Mass. - Twopieces
ofpaperdiscovered glued Inside a book
at Harvard University's Houghton Li
brary have provided a window on the
past: the 500-year-old pieces oi paper
printed in German turned out to be
most of a 15thcentury almanac.

The two yellowed sheets folded four
ways are eight pages of a 12-page alma
nac for Cracow. Poland, published In
1493. Chroniclingthe prospects for 1494.
the almanac predicted weather, plane
tary eclipses and the astrological fates.

"It's not earth-shattering." James
Walsh, whose Utie is Keeper of Printed
Books, said recently of hisdiscovery.
"Yet it U something to have assembled
something printed that never was
known before.

"Just as we throwawayourcalendar
for 1987 when1968 comesalong, so they
threw away their almanacs." he sail.
"They're as a result quite rare."

Walsh found the pages at the start of
a much bigger scholarly expediUon.
Since July1988, hehasbeen compiling a
catalog of Harvard's 4.000-volume col
lection of books pubU&hed before 1501.

The technical term for such books Is
.^•tooiaudjula." Derived from the Latin
Word meaning cradle. Incunabula were
pabtlabed la toe infancy of printing,
wttchtegMhi thtmld-140us with the
. Accort^to the Houghton's chief li
brarian,LmIMai Bowler, Walsh Isone
ot the few peoatt In the world capable
of the massive and ttnra-eceoented un
dertakingbecauseof his background in
Latin and Greek.

ssri6.!2S£----
Evehfn 'BoUvn 'JQiamtr

4210 -Mabuti Dmt
San :lnumio, 'TX 78218-4316

Walsh expects to be finished in an
other five years. The fruits of his work
will become the several-volume "Cata
logueof Incunabula inthe HarvardUni
versity Library."The State Umvcrsitv
of NewYorkat Binghamton willpublish
the volumes.

The almanac pages Walsh found
were recycledas booklining, a common
I5ln<enrury practice for disposing of
misprinted and outdated material The
sheets were made the front and back
covers of a copy of Justinian's
InsUtuuones" belonging to the Har

vard Law School.
The pages were removed bv Marjo-

rte Conn, conservator of Harvard's
Fogg Art Museum. When Walsh real
izedhe hada nearlycomplete book, he
searchedfor the rest of it. Acatalogof
such ancient materials led rum to the
missing pages at the Huntington Li
brary In San Marino. Calif.

The librarians exchanged photocop
ies of their treasures. Walsh said he
plans to bind the photocopies with his
pages to make a facsimile of the ongi-

When the catalog is completed, the
almanac willgoon exhibit.

In the meanume. Walsh hopes more
treasures are buned in the pages of the
distant past.

"I have seen other leaves like that,
but usuallythey're for very large books
andtrying toidentify them would bedif
ficult and would take too much time."
he said. "What was interesting about
this was. I could see I had almost the -
whole thing. Maybe In the next few
years I will turn up more."

"The West Germans had not
worked as hard, and they had so
many good things," Graeter said.
"Mycousinwaited seven years for a
car."

Graeter's father died in 1968.and
her mother in 1982. Neither ever
reallyentertained thenotion ofleav
ing. '

"My father was too old," Graeter
said. "Myfamily had always been in
our hometown for generations. We
had no one in the West."

When her mother died, the break
with the East was really complete.

"I have relatives, but they were
not allowed to write me," Graeter
said "They could not have any West-
em contact. So I wrote letters, ex
pecting them not to reply."

She did exchange letters with a
few friends of her mother. "They're
old ladies, so they don't have any
thing to be afraid of,"Graeter said.

She's watching the news with more
than interest, and can't wait to make
the journey back. Andshe hopes that
her homeland will become a place
where people will want — and be
allowed — to return.

"I expect that probably within a
year a lot of the people whoare just
now leaving everything behind, if
they don't find work and adequate
bousing, they will probably go back."

It would be smart of the East
German government to allow them
to return, unhindered, she said.

"They cannot all run away."

MRS. ERNA SASSE

CELEBRATES 94th

BIRTHDAY

Mrs. Etna Sassc celebrated her
94lllbirthdayThursday,June 15.
1989. at her home,

The "Happy Birthday" song
was sung and also a sing-songof
old families songs were enjoyed.

Willi other goodies a birthday
cake was served. It was baked by
her niece, Mrs. Marguerite
Schmidt. Also present were Mrs.
Annie Schroeder, Stephen
Schroeder, Mrs. Anita Lippkc
and Johnny Scliniidt.

FRANKEBLUHM
REUNION OCT. 8

The 2-llh Frankc-Bluhm re
union will be held on Sunday.
Oct. 8. 1989. at the Fire Station
in Yorktown. A covered dish
dinnci will oe served beginning
at noon.

Anyone having pictures or
news clippings of family interest
to be included in the notebook,
please bring or send a Xerox
copy. */, '-> '**

*Zo 9
FUhrerscheln - endgliltig lelchtgemacht

Sie hahenerkaml. daBnichlJeder
Tunnelein Autolunnel isl. Wierer-
hallen Sie sich nun?

A Ich fibre ruckwarts in den
Tunnel zuruck. um nach einer
Abzweigung zu slichen.

B Ich kaufedasGrundtluck und
benutze den Tunnel als Ga
rage.

C Ich warte noch cine Stunde.
Dann gebe ich den gcplantcn
Versicherungsbetrug auf.

Mil welchenGefahrenmussenSie
an dieser Slelle rrchnen?

A Die SlraBc konnle hinler der
StraBenkuppe ins Meer rtiiin-
den.

B Mil einer Krotenwanderung.

C Hinler der SlraOenkuppe
konnle cine Radarfalle lauem.
Oder vielleichl logar die Rus-
>en,

Das Fernsehen ist...
eine F.rfindung. die cs uns ermog-

licht. Storungen, die wit fruher im
Radio horlen. nun auch zu sehen.

Anonym

*

cine An Unterhallung, bei det
Millioncn Mcnschen zur gleichen
Zeil uber den gleichen Wilz lachen
und doch allein bleiben. T. S. Elim

*

das einzige Schlarmillcl. das mil
den Augen cingenonimen wird.

Vitloria De Sica
*

Es gibl keine publizislische oder
kunstlerischc Organisalinn. in der
die schopferisch Taiigcn derart in
der Minderzahl sind wie bcim Fern
sehen

Femsehjmimallat Pncr ton 7.ahn

die RacflC des Theaters an der
Filminduslric. Pelcr Ustinov

it

die aklivc Form des Faulcnzens
Kaharcllisl llenning Venskt

*

cine Krankheil. die von der Kran-
kenkns.c finanzictl wetden muOle.

knlerlainrr Olio Waalket
*

Kaugummi fur die Augcn.
Orson Welles

raANinnrrnt auNDscHAi)

DIE STORUNG Unterbrechung;
techn. Fehler das .ScMafrahtel sice-
ping drug/sopoririquc - derart so -
das Ftaltasta Nichlstun - die Kraav
krak«sa* health insurance/caisse de
maladie.

Spruche und Witze
Die Arbeit brennl mir heute auf

den Nageln. sagte der Feuerwehr-
mann. der seine llandschuhc ver-
gessen hatle.

*

Finmal ist kcinmal. sagle der
Lotlo-Millionar und gab seinen
Gewinn zuruck.

#

Dukannst ruhig dableiben. sagte
der Mann zu seiner I rau. als das
Haus brannle: Ich gchc fur dich
durchs Fcuer!

*

Mil einem Bretl vor'm Kopf isl
manimmer aufdemllolzweg.

Besser zwolf Minulcn nach fiinf
als fiinf Minuten vor zwolf.

*

EinVegctarier is' ein Mensch. der
dem Bralen nichl Iraul.

*

MuOe isl, wenn man nichl mussen
muQ.

Der SlraOcnverkchr ist die Fort-
setzung des Kricgcs mil andcren
Mittcln.
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mountain guide/
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Sticker Selling High
Hill, St. Rose Books
Two local parish history books,

"High Hill, Mother Of Schulen
burg, 1860 • I960" and "St. Rose
Of Lima Parish Ccntwmtitl History
1889To 1989,'' are being sold by
The SchulenburgSlicker.

The High Hill centennial history
book, published in 1960, it now in
its fourth printing. Tbe book is
also available from Mrs. Alvin
Winkler or Ewald Deroelat High
HiU.

The St. Rose centennial history
book was published this year by
The Sticker. This book is also
available at the St. Rose Parish
Office, 1010Lyons Ave.

The High Hii1, book costs $7.00
while Ihe Sl Rose book is S10.00.
For mail orders, $2.00 per book
should be added for postage and
handling. Orders maybe placed by
contacting The Schulenburg
Sticker, PO Box 160, 405 North

t Main St. Schulenburg, TX 789S6,
409-743-3450.

Heil Reunion

Heldat Fire

Station June 10

Saturday, June 10, 1989.
marked the 9ih annual reunion of
the Valentine and Kathcrine
KampfHcil families.

Twenty-nine family members,
including 5lh and 6lh genera
tions, gathered at ihc Yorktown
Fire Station Auditorium for an
afternoon of visiting, reminiscing
andrecordinghistory of the Hcil
family. '

A covered dish meal was en
joyed by all.The food was deli
cious.

Mr. and Mrs. Ronnie Childs
and Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Heil
hosted ihe affair.

The next reunion will be on
Saturday, June 9. 1990 at the
Yorktown fire station with Mr.
and Mrs. Jay Heil and Mr. and
Mrs. Ray Semper serving as

h0Sls- —-«*<«4
LesikarFamily
Reunion Held

The lSth annual P.G. Lesikar fam
ily reunion was heldrecently at tbe
GarcitasCreekCampgroundInInez.

Hosting tbe event were Patsy Ber
ger and Jerry Hohtb. Fifty-three
members attended.

Special honors were awarded to tbe
George and AnnieHanus family and
the Jerry and Viola Hanus family,
bothwith ten members, largest fam
ilies; Frank Lesikar, age 78, oldest
member; Paige Hanus, two and one
naif years, youngest member; Frank
and Francis Lesikar, 54yean wed,
longest married; Clyde andGeorgte
Gabrial, eight and one naif months
wed, shortest married; and Emil
andDorisKoenig,of Midland,Texas,
traveling 450miles, longest distance
traveled.

Demse Lesikar and Lira
were electedas officers.

Mice*

The next reunion will be held tbe
third Sunday In August of 1990 at tbe
same location.

Bruns Family Reunion Held
and Freida Bell Bruns, longest mar
ried couple; Neil Tiedt of Dallas,
farthest traveled; Brian Bruns and
Dale Howard, military service; and
Travis Neese, Morgan Hale and
Trent Wacker, new members.

Forty-nine members attended.

The next reunion will be held Sept.

15,1990at the Bay and Karen Arnold
home In Weser. An afternoon lunch

eon will be served.

The Uth annual Fred J. Bruns and

Helen Doehmann Bruns reunion was

heldrecently at the "Laxy B" coun
try home of Louis and Vergie Bitter
ly in Weser.

Following an old fashioned lunch

eon,family member recognizedwere
Sophie Bruns, oldestmember;Karen
Arnold, middle aged member; Mor-
•5*0 Hale, youngest member; Sonny

2os~Windberg Reunion Set
The fourth annual family reunion

of tbe descendants of Andreas
Windberg will be held Oct. 7 at St.
Luke's Parish Hall in Schroeder.

Families are asked to bring one
meat and onevegetableor dessert to
the parish bail by 11:30 a.m. for a
covered dish luncheon to be held at
noon.

Dominoes, games, prizes and live
music will be seen during the day-
Members are asked to bring and
share any Windberg memorabilia.

'LANDGREBE /(jj&
FAMILYREUNION

The Landgrebe family held its
sixteenth annual reunion at the
V.F.W. Hall in Yorktown on
September 3. 1989. Of the one
hundred twenty-five personsat
tending, 37 were from the Willie
and Hulda Landgrebe family.
This gave that branch of the fam
ily recognition for having the
"most members attending".

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Land
grebe were the longest married
couple to attend and Tammy and
Jerry Schmiedlin were the most
recently married. Willie Affler-
bach was the oldest and 8-weck
old Meghan Heinold was the
youngest person at the reunion.
Travis Franke and Regina
Alexander traveled the farthest.
They came from Fort Worth.

Helping with the drawing for
the door prizes were Crystal
Franke and Brandie Rickman.
Michael Mitchell, Channing

'Rickman, Luke Curry, Kori
Brandt, and Kyhdall Brandt won
some great kids prizes. Adult
winners were Kevin Franke.
Toby Kennedy, Pete Sievers, Jo
An Moritz, and Brcnda Schailcr.

Next year's reunion of the
Heinrich and Katharina Borth
Landgrebe family will be held at
the V.F.W. Hall on the first
Sunday in September. The
"family tree" will beupdated by
ihenand copies willbe available
atthereunion for anyone whois
interested.

Schroeder
Reunion Held
Here June 18

The descendants of Emma
(Wunderlich) and Adolph
Schroeder gathered attheYork-
town Hermann Sons Hall on
Sunday, June 18, 1989. for a
family get together. A covered
dish noon meal was enjoyed by
50descendants attending.

Mrs. EmaSassewastheoldest
member present, 94 years. Mrs.
Sasse and Mrs. Anita Lippke
were the direct descendants pre
sent.Other direct descendants are
Hulda Spill andEmmaWessels
of Winters who wereunableto
be present.

The family of Adolph
Schroeder, Jr. hosted the affair
this year.

The happy birthday songwas '
sung to Mrs. Ema Sasse. 94; and
Annie Schroeder, 86.

Picture taking, video taping,
card playing and swimming wore
iheorder of the day along with
good'felldwship." ^ *

A meeting was held and the
history bookwas updated. It was
decided tomeet again next year at
thesameplace.

Urban Family
Holds Reunion

The Fred and Louise Schutz Urban i
family recently held a reunion with I
35descendants present.

Hosting the event at their home
wereWayne and RhondaUrbanand
their children Jerheme, Molly and
Caleb Urban.

Six of the twelve living Urban chil
dren born to Fred and Louise are
L.F. Urban, Katherine Jarrell,
Renette Granberry, Louise Adcock,
Irene Lockman and Julie Chisum. |
Recognized were Tara Marxhali of

Mason City, 111., farthest traveled;
David Chandler, youngest present;
and Leo Granberry, eldest present.

KLAEVEMANN REUNION
The 28th annual Klaevemann

reunion will be held on Sunday.
June 25th at the Weesatche
Community Center. Weesatche.
Texas.

A covered dish dinner will be
served at noon. Each family is
asked to bring enough food for
their family and any other side
drinks they may desire.

Plates, tea.coffee,utensilsand
etc. wffl'be provided.

A short meeting and white ele
phant auction will beheld after
lunch.

Hope to seeyouthere.

i*ii*sistffigm«KJ

Wieland-Metting
Reunion June 25

Descendants of Friedrich
Wieiand and Ouo Meuing will
hold their annual reunion at the
Yorktown Hermann Sons Hall
on Sunday,June25.1989.

A covered dish dinner will be
served at noon. Each family is
requested to bring a meat dish,
side dish, andeating utensils.

Weise Reunion
Set For July 2nd

The Paul Weise reunion will be
heldon Sunday. July 2,1989, at
ihe Yorktown American Legion
Hall with registration beginning
at 10:00 a.m.

A covered dish meal will be
served so please bring enough
food for your family and also
bringyoureatinguicnsils. etc.
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-RECENT PUBUCATIONS

Brent 0. Peterson. Popular Nar
ratives and the Constitution
of Ethnic Identity! Literature
and Community in "Dim
Amendschutm". Ph.D.diss. Universi
ty ol Minnesota. 1989. German-
Americans in the 19th century lound
models for their search lor identity in
popular narratives. Theraw material for
the investigation comes from Die
AbendschaU. a well-known Ger
man family journal published between
185-1 and 1900 in St. Louis. Historical fic
tions published in the journaladdressthe
nostalgic longing for a pre-industrial

community as well as the need for an
ethnic myth of origin.

Hessian Documents of the
American Revolution.
1776-17831 Transcripts and
Translations from* thm Lidger-
wood Collection at Morris-
tomon National Historical
Park, Morristoutn, Now
Jmrmmy. (Boston: G K. Hall. 1989). A
micorfiche publication of over 30,000

pages ol transcripts and translations on
experiences and activities ol Ihe Hessian
soldiers hired by Ihe British to fight in
North America Irom 1776-1783. Their
official journals, correspondence and
orders for supplies show the religious,
political and material culture, the in
terplay of economics and the military,
the European attitudes toward colonial
society and the behavior of the Hessians'
British masters toward their American

foes. William Van Lidgerwood in the ear
ly 20th century arranged and funded the
hand-copying ol documents from orig
inals in the archives at Marburg and
Woflenbuttel. which was completed in
1914. Due to WWI. the transcripts arriv
ed in New Jersey only in 1922 and resid
ed in Ihe Ford Mansion Museum of the

Washington Association. Ihe army com
mander's residence during the Morris-
town encampment of 1779-80. In 1933
the association presented the transcripts
to Ihe Federal government which from
1935-1943 edited and translated more

than 90%. The remainder is now being
translated and will be automatically sup
plied to subscribers as a 1990 supple
ment. A printed guide enables users to
locate information on specific people,
places, and events. $1500.

Karl Baeumerth. Eugen Ernst. Rolf Reut-
ter, Fuhrmr dmreh dim

Baugruppe Lahn-Dlll-Ohm,
Hmssenparh. Schriftmnrmihm
dmm Hmsslschmn Freilicht-
museums. (Neu-Anspach. 1987).
Highly informativeabout the lifestylesof
rural dwellers in 19th century Hesse on
the eve of their departures for the New
World. Many color photos, sketches and
cutaways to illustrate peasant constuc-
tion. House 21 on pp 72-73 describes the
Hessianswho emigrated especially those
to aid the British in Colonial America,

and to Wisconsin. Iowa. Missouri. Also
displayed are those who migrated to
South Rusia.and those who immigrated
from the Sudetenland after WWII. Help
ful also for genealogists who want to
show more than just a dated name on
a page.

BHmtmry of thm Ccrson Breur-
faaar Co. (Carson City, Nevada: Brewery
Arts Center, 1988). The brewery was
founded by Jacob Klein in Ihe 19th cen
tury.Contactthe center at 449WestKing
St.. Carson City. NV 89703.

Willi Wanka, Opfer dmmFrimdenm.
Dim Sndmtmnmlmdlungmn In
Kmmm&m, (Munich: Langen Mullen
1988) 352 pp. 40 DM. The story of how
refugees from Czechoslovakia after the
Hitler annexation of the Sudetenland in
September 1938, fled via Poland first to
England, then to Canada where they
have demonstrated that Social
Democrates. be thev worker or sophis
ticated civil servant, were able to take
up farming and pioneering near Dawson
Creek in lar northern Canada. Belore and
during WWII,there were theatrical and
musical performances, a library and
many cultural events that have kept the
community viable to this day.

Donaly B Kraybill. Thm Riddle of
Amlah Culture (Baltimore: John
HopkinsUniversity Press. 1989). 304pp.
$35 hardback. 19.95 paper. Mentioned
already in the June issue of the newslet
ter before receiving a copy, we can
report now that the "riddle" is the fact
that in 1993Amlsh society will mark its
300th anniversary. But it has thrived
only in the 20th century. From a meager
band of 5,000 in 1900 the Amish have
blossomed to over 100.000 in North
America today. A social scientist, Kraybill
studies Lancaster County PA. home of
the oldest, most densely populated.
Amish settlement in the world. Resting
on the fringe of urban sprawl, the com
munity guides its struggle against
modernization with seeming puzzles
that in reality are reasonable solutions
to modern problems: care lor the elder
ly, maintenance of a non-English lang
uage, the rejection of tractors in the fields
but not at the barns, refusal to drive but

not to ride in cars etc. Research methods

and procedures are described in two ap
pendixes. Good footnoting, bibliography,
index and many excellent bw photos.

Wofgang J. Helbkh, Allm Menschen
mind dort Glmich... Dim deal-
mche Anteriha-AumuHuidttiing
im 19. and 20. Jahrhnndmrt.

Historisches Seminar Bd. 10 (Dusseldorf:
Schwann-Bagel. 1988). Distributed by
Cornelsen Verlag. 4800 Dielefeld 1,
rbstfach 8729. 176 pp 28 DMpaperback.
Bibliography and foolnotes. tables and
graph, two maps, no index. Helbich
breaks the subject down into three major

headings l)The current state of research
with observations as to their significance.
2) The second lengthy section offers a
host of annotated, now quite unkown
sources from an 1824 lexikon.to Fried
rich List (1842), Georg Grunwald (1847).
Traugott Bromme (1848). many letters
both official and private as well as semi
official reports, the railroad adver
tisements of the 1880s.plus many other
commentaries including those by H.L
Mencken and Samuel Gompers not to
mention the voluminous Report of the
US Immigration Commission of 1911. 3)
Section 3 offers various theses about the
complicated causes and implications of
emigration as it affected the economies
of nations, labor markets, the "uprooted'.
social values, meltingpot. marginalman
(cultural hybrid), marginal culture, chain
migration and more.

LaVern J. Rippley withRainer Schmeis-
sner. Gamttaut Place Names im.
Minnesota - Dmmtmchm Ortmna-
mmen in Mlnnmeota (Northfield,
MN: St. Olaf College German Depart
ment. 1989) 106 pp $10 postpaid. 70
photographs 5 maps. Abilingual edition
showing the distribution, typology, set
tlements and bodiesofwater whichwere
named for German places or people,
some 500 in all. Based on Warren
Upham's 1969 reprint ol his 1920 work
Minnemmta Geographic names
(SL Paul: MHS) and Mullen groeeem

i (1988).

William C. Sherman, Plains Folht
North Dakota's Ethnic History.
with Playford V. Thorson. Warren A.
Henke. Timothy J. Kloberdanz, Theo
dore R Pedeliski and Robert P.Wilkins
(Fargo: Institute for Regional Studies,
1986) 419 pp. plus maps, appendices,
bibliographic essays andindex. Excellent
teamproject with sections on the Ger
mans by Henke and on the Germans
from Russia and other settlements
beyond the borders of the Reich, by
Kloberdanz. Constructedin the shape of
the state of ND. the volume includes
brilliant photography and maps.

Heinz Lehmann. Thm G*
Canadians 1750-19371Immigra
tion, Settlement and Culture.
trans, ed. and intro by SGAS member
Gerhard P. Bassler (St. John's New
foundland: Jesperson Press. 1986).
Bassler took the two dissertations and
two articles of Lehmann (b.Berlin 1907
and d. Tubingen 1985) and translated
them, excising repetitive parts and ad
ding his own materiaTio bridge-gaps. Six
appendices andsixmaps together with
pictures render this a most valuable over
view. Conclusion: The vast majority ol
Germans in Canada did not come from
Germany but wereAuslandsdeutsche or
Germans of second or third generation
origins, especially from Russia and
Eastern Europe.

Thomas J. Morain. Prairie Gt
Hoots. An Mourn SmaU Ihum In
the Early Twentieth Century
(Ames: Iowa State Uniuversity Press.
1988) 287 pp. Treats-life in Greene Coun
ty Qust west ol the city of Ames) with
reference to social identity (religious and
ethnic), gender, morality (drinking and
Sunday laws), with a good chapter on
World War I.

AUorneuste Beochreihung der
Procinti Carolina in West-
lumen Saint einem Reiee-Jour-

nml von mmehr als Tausend

Motion unter aOerhand huHUxn-

ischen Nationen. Aueh einer

Accaraten Land-Carte und

andern Kupfer-Stichen. (Ham
burg: Thomas von Wiering: 1712). un-
veranderler fotomechanischer Neudruck

der Orginalausgabe 1712 von der
Zenlralanliquariat der deutschen
demokratischen Republik. Leipzig. 1980.
An unusually beautiful reprint with a
large foldout map in the rear indicating
the extensive information potential im
migrants to North America possessed
long before they departed from the
secure but frustrating European conti
nent. Glossay for Indian terms. Order
from nationales Druckhaus. Betrieb der
VG-a 1055 Berlin-East. DDR.

loG

The Musical Culture

of German-Americans:
Cultural Identity and

Ethnic Thought

Die Musikalische Volkskultur
Der Deutsch-Amerikaner:

Identitat und Mentalitat

During its Centennial Year(1991-1992)
the Universityof Chicagowill host a con
ference on the musical culture of
German-Americans. The conference will
be a forum to examine a wide range of
concepts concerning the nature of
musical styles, repertories, and traditions
that constitute German-American cul
ture. Theconference will be oneof many
celebratory events in the Centennial
Year, which are intended to focus on the
University's contributions to many dif
ferent fields and special areas of study
and research at Chicago.The conference
on German-American music will coin

cide with the revitalization of Ihe

Wieboldt-Rosenwald Collection of Ger

man Folk Songs, the largest archive of
German folk music (ca. 200.000 indivi
dual songs from virtually every major ar
chive and library with German-language
collections) outside of Central Europe.
Assembled between 1929 and 1939. the

Wieboldt-Rosewald Collection resulted

from the collaboration of Archer Taylor
of the Department of Germanic Lang
uages and Literatures at the University
of Chicago and John Meier. Director of
the Deutsches Volksliedarchiv in

Freiburg. The 1992 conference will be
organized by SGASmember Philip Bohl-
man (University of Chicago) and Otto
Holzapfel. Oberkonservator at the
Deutsches Volksliedarchiv.The Universi

ty will also coordinate a number of con
ference events with the Goelhe-lnstitut

of Chicago.

Folk music specialists from both the
United Stales and central Europe will
speak at the conference. Concerts will
feature musicians from Chicago'sCentral
European communities, with both choral
and instrumental ensembles expected to
perform. The conference is scheduled for
April 23-26. 1992 in order to precede the
Annual Symposium of the SGAS .n Ihe
University of Kansas by one week, ihus
allowing both conferences to take full ad
vantage of European colleagues visiting
the United States. Further information

about 'The Musical Culture of German-

Americans" will appear in this Newslet
ter as 1992 approaches. Contact Philip
Bohlman. Department of Music. Univer
sity of Chicago, 5845 S. Ellis Ave..
Chicago. IL 60637.
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GERMAN TEXANS' GENEALOGY SECTION X.O'f'
Compiled by Theresa Gold Genealogy Editor, 106 Ranchland, San Antonio TX 78213

BITS AND PIECES AND NEWS

1989 Annual Meeting Many thanks to Gay Martinez who gave us a program at our
1989 Annual Meeting on the use of Mormon records for German genealogical
research. See next item for obtaining copies of her handouts.

Handouts Available You may obtain a copy of the 5-pacie handout from the
genealogy program at the 1989 Annual Meeting by sending a SASE to your Genealogy
Editor, Theresa Gold, 106 Ranchland, San Antonio TX 78213. This handout is a
reprint of information available from the LDS Family History Library in Salt
Lake City and consists of a 3-page guide to writing letters in German and a
2-page outline of sources and hints for locating your ancestor's birthplace
using the facilities of the Family History Library. The letter-writing guide
has sentences in English/German that you can patch together and fill in the
blanks to prepare a letter requesting information from a parish or registry
office. We reiterate the advice in the handout—please be careful in using
these sentences to ensure that your letter reads logically. And, type (or
print) your letter. And, follow the instructions for addressing the envelope.
(See article elsewhere in this section on German Postal Codes.)

Preservation of Documents, Letters, and Other Papers This was the topic of
another 1989 Annual Meeting presentation, not only for genealogists. The
program was given by Candie Lener of Preservation Emporium. If you missed her
program, or if you want more detailed information on paper preservation
techniques, we recommend purchase of the Leners' handbook, Paper Preservation,
for $19.95, plus 8% Texas state tax, plus $2.50 postage. Preservation
Emporium's 1989 condensed catalogue of preservation and archival supplies in
small quantities is $2.50, with this amount refunded on your first order. Order
from: Preservation Emporium, P. 0. Box 226309, Dept. C, Dallas TX 75222-6309, or
call (214) 331-8902.

Houston Genealogical Forum has furnished GTHS with its August 1989 Bulletin,
listing the group's programs for the 1989-90 year. Several programs will be of
particular interest to German-Texans, especially the April 7, 1990, presentation
"Finding Your Immigrant Ancestor" by Lloyd D. Bockstruck of the Dallas Public
Library. For information on time and location, contact the Forum at P. O. Box
271466, Houston TX 77277-1466.

"Family Tree Climbing Can Be Fun" is the title of workshops given across the
country by Mr. & Mrs. George Everton of Genealogical Helper fame. In 1990, at
least three workshops will be given in Texas: On Saturday, March 3, in La Marque
(sponsored by Galveston Genealogical society), on Wednesday, March 7, in Uvalde
(sponsored by Southwest Texas Genealogical Society), and on Saturday( March 10
in San Marcos (sponsored by San Marcos-Hayes County Genealogical Society). The
contact persons are: Johnnye Carlson, 1024 Ross, LaMarque TX 77568, phone: (409)
938-1710; Nell Evins, Box 295, Uvalde TX 78801, phone: (512) 376-4571; and Pat
Young, 22 Willow Creek Circle, San Marcos TX 78666, phone: (512) 353-5823 or
353-3201. Let them know now of your interest in attending, since details on
time, place and cost are not available to us yet. Your Genealogy Editor
attended one of these workshops several years ago and recommends them very
highly, both for beginners and for experienced researchers.

Czech Immigration Passenger Lists, Volume III is now available. This book
identifies over 7,400 Czech immigrants who arrived in Galveston 1907-1914. It
also lists the home village for a majority of the immigrants as well as the
stated destination in the U.S. The data were abstracted from National Archives
microfilm sources. Order from: Leo Baca, 1707 Woodcreek, Richardson TX 75082.

Interested in Flags? The North American Vexillological Association was
established to promote vexillology, the study of the history and symbolism of
flags. Membership fees begin at $18.00. contact the Membership Committee at
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Box 580, Winchester MA 01890. The group held its 23rd annual meeting recently
in Dallas.

Looking for Relatives in West Germany? If you don't know where those relatives
live, the trained volunteers of the Immigrant Genealogical Society will check
the West German telephone books for ten cities or towns and copy the pages
containing your specified surname. To help you write to these potential
relatives, they will also send you a sample letter in German with English
translation, instructions for addressing your letters, and the zip code for each
area. Note, this search is not effective for common surnames. The cost is only
$15.00 for either ten major cities in Germany or ten certain cities in any of
seven states, or $3.00 for West Berlin only. Before sending your money, ask for
their listing of the towns these searches cover. Write: Immigrant Genealogical
Society, P. 0. Box 7369, Burbank CA 91510.

Looking for Fellow Researchers in Germany? The Immigrant Genealogical Society's
trained volunteers will also search the indexes of several important German
genealogical resources to identify persons in Germany researching the surname of
your interest. As above, this technique is not intended for common surnames.
Send for information: Immigrant Genealogical Society, P. O. Box 7369, Burbank CA
91510.

If You Have Mennonite Background, or even if you don't, you might be interested
in the Lancaster Mennonite Historical Society, which publishes a bimonthly
newsletter and a quarterly and offers discounts on research service by mail,
books, and other services. Contact: Lancaster Mennonite Historical Society,
2215 Millstream Road, Lancaster PA 17602.

New York Research will be easier now with the publication of Genealogical
Resources in the New York Metropolitan Area. This handbook tells you which
repositories hold genealogical and biographical materials, local history and
newspaper collections, maps and gazetteers, census records, probate records,
naturalizations, vital record indexes, name changes, marriage and divorce
records, birth and death records, voter registrations and much more. It covers
52 government agencies and courts, 32 libraries, and 20 archives. Cost is
$24.95, plus $2.50 postage. Order from: Jewish Genealogical Society. P. 0. Box
6398, New York NY 10128.

CAUTION1 AGAIN (and AGAIN) Now someone who calls himself James Yourname is
offering a book "Yourname Immigrants and Worldwide Descendants." This is similar
to offers we have described in the past. These are not genealogical works or
histories on your family. They contain general information on the origin of
family names and how to do your own research, the meaning of Yourname, and a
Yourname coat of arms. And, a listing of persons sharing that same surname,
compiled from telephone books and similar sources, with no claim that they all
share a common ancestry. The offer we received was from James Gold for the
"Gold Immigrants and Worldwide Descendants." The return address was that of
Halbert's in Bath, Ohio. This has gone on for several years, with various
people offering essentially the same product. Please use caution in ordering
such a book and be aware of exactly what you are buying. Usually, these offers
include a money-back guarantee. Exercise your right to a refund if you are
dissatisfied with the product.

Hilda (Bethel) Methodist Church The book One Hundred Years of the Hilda (Bethel)
Methodist Church and Parent Organizations. 1856-1955 was given to the GTHS by
Julius E. DeVos. It contains a running history of the early Methodist Church in
Mason County and the Hilda Methodist Church specifically. It also contains
records of: Methodist Episcopal Church, South, Llano Circuit, 1856-1869;
Methodist Episcopal Church, Hedwigs Hill and Llano Circuit, 1870-1897;
Methodist Episcopal Church, Beaver Creek (Hilda) and Hoersterville Charge,
1898-1939; and Bethel Methodist Church (Hilda), United Methodist Church,
1939-1955. Records include births, deaths, marriages, and membership rolls.
For your own copy of this 73-page softcover book (no index), send $3.50 to:
Julius E. DeVoss, Fredericksburg Route, Box 55, Mason TX 76856.
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Andereqq Family History Book was donated to GTHS by James Honig, Hwy. 90 East,
Hondo TX 78861. This 162-page book was compiled and edited by Clementina
Greenburg and Dora Stein with much of the information compiled over a 20-year
period by Edna Anderegg Cosper and an interesting family history narrative
written in 1976 by Walter E. Sattler. Johann Ulrich Anderegg was born in
Mieringen, Switzerland. He and his brother left that village and spent some
time in France and later in Africa. They came to America, staying first in
Minnesota. Later, in a roundabout way, John came to the Fredericksburg
vicinity, probably in the 1850s, and settled on Cow Valley Creek, a tributary of
Beaver Creek. He married Margaret Fritze, a native of Dillenburg, Nassau, who
had come to Texas with her parents in 1845. They had 12 children. The book
contains brief stories, photos, and lists of descendants of these children, in
varying typestyles, but with a consistent format. The 162 pages are printed on
one side of the page, punched and placed into a soft cover binder. There is not
a name index.

FROM OUR MEMBERS

The following section was compiled by your Genealogy Editor from the information
received from our members. It you have an interest in any of the families
mentioned, write directly to the member. To have your story appear in a future
issue, write to your Genealogy Editor Theresa Gold, 106 Ranchland, San Antonio
TX 78213. Items are published free of charge for members. For non-members,
there is a $5.00 query fee. Please submit a concise paragraph or two, or simply
list the surnames you are researching along with the Texas counties the families
settled and the religion they practiced.

If you wish to submit a longer article for publication, please be sure it is
camera-ready. The manuscript specifications are published inside the back cover
of each issue, but here they are again: We will consider only materials typed,
single spaced, on 8 1/2" by 11" white paper, with only 1/4 inch margin on all
sides. Remember, your typing must be almost edge-to-edge. Your Genealogy
Editor and the Editor-in-Chief evaluate all materials for readership value of
both the content and the typed format.

Bertha Ranft wants to make contact with anyone knowing about or doing research
on any of three famlies. She will share her information. The first family is
that of George Christoph Brune, born in 1807 in Herfurt, Westphalia, Germany,
and died in 1869 at New Ulm TX. He married Henrietta von (?) Zabiensky. She
was born in 1820 and died in 1903 at Bernardo TX. Another person of interest is
Gus Kertzschmar, born about 1829 in Glasten, Saxony. He married Amelia
Auqermann. She was born about 1831; both died near Cat Spring TX. The third
family of interest is that of Paul Gustav Ranft, born in 1865 in Germany, died
in 1929 at Weimar TX. His wife was Emilie Gloff, born in 1868 in Germany and
died in 1958 also at Weimar.

Jeane Bitterly P 0 Box 70, Hochheim TX 77967 reports this is her new address in
Hochheim. She recently moved there from Baytown. For 13 years, Arliss Treybig
had been looking for the German origin of her Hennecke ancestors—and Jeane
found them through LDS sources!

Maxine Krueger Codert 514 Burnside, San AntonioXTX 78209 is a granddaughter of
Maxamillian A. P. Krueger. The family published his autobiography as Pioneer
Life in Texas and Texas A&M Press republished it in 1978 under the title Second
Fatherland. Maxine has the original translation of Pioneer Life in Texas as
well as a cookbook brought to Texas by the Meusebachs (in German, of course).

Rudy Tschoerner 14645 Sweetwater, Corpus Christi TX 78410 is tracing his
ancestors in both the Tschoerner and Kassler families. The Tschoerner family
immigrated to Williamson County from Heinersdorf in the Sudetenland of Austria
in 1893, and the Kasslers immigrated to Bexar County from Thueringen in Saxony
in 1884. He is interested in obtaining records from the Sudetenland, now part
of Czechoslovakia, as well as from Germany.
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Raimond Tullius 40 Nanook Crescent, Kanata, Ontario, Canada K2L 2A7 is
interested in information on Breslau in Lavaca County, particularly in the
origin of the original settlers of the town and their religious affiliation. He
is also interested in Texas settlers who immigrated from Silesia, Pomerania,
Prussia, Posen, Bohemia, Moravia, and Saxony. This is for his research dealing
with European immigration to the U.S.

Marianne E. H. Little 11423 Sagewhite Dr., Houston TX 77089 sends infomation on
three persons. The first is Frederick Wilhelm Hundhausen or Holtzhausen, later
known as Fred House. He was born in 1833 in the kingdom of Hanover. In later
years, he reported he immigrated to Texas at age 9 in 1846. A single man named
Johann Peter Hundhausen and Christian Hundhausen and family of six are listed in
Geue's An New Land Beckoned as arriving in 1846 aboard the ship "Colchis."
According to Geue, Christian was from Rosbach and settled in Gillespie County.
Fred anglicized his name to House, although he also is listed on at least one
Civil War record as Hund and his brother's name was listed as Hause. Marianne
has sent us an article she wrote for the DeWitt County View on Fred House that
gives more details on his life. Look for it elsewhere in this issue. She wants
to know if anyone can help her pinpoint the location of Rosbach, the place of
origin listed in Geue. Marianne has also found a Fred House living in Wilson
County, the husband of Adelaida de Martinez and the father of a large family.
This Fred House stated he inherited his land from his father, Henry Holdusen.
Marianne has a portrait of this family taken about 1890-1900 and wedding
portraits of several of the children. She believes this Fred to be a brother to
the Fred House of DeWitt County.

The second person of interest is Clemens George Ludwig Gottlieb Hartmann,
born in 1819 in Hildesheim, Hanover, the son of August Friedrich Carl Hartmann
and Anna aMargaretha Bahre. He, his sister Marie, and his brother Hermann came
to Texas in 1845 aboard the ship "Margaretha." Clemens married Sophia Theresa
StriUper/Strieber. Does anyone know who Hermann and Marie married and where they
settled? Marianne adds information concerning Sophia: she was the daughter of
Johann Andreas Joseph Struber or Strieber and Johanne Henrietta Amalie Louise
Schrader and was born in 1833 in Clausthal-Zellerfeld, Hanover. The family came
to Texas in 1846 aboard the "Friedrich" and settled at Yorktown in DeWitt
County.

Loretta Leonhardt Rt 1, Box 62, Red Rock TX 78662 reports the Krebs family held
its 32nd reunion on Sept. 17, 1989, at the American Legion Hall at Shelby. The
86 persons attending represented descendants of three of the eight children of
Heinrich and Dorothea (Keidel) Krebs, 1847 immigrants from Braunsweig to
Galveston. Terrell Krebs is president of the family organization, and reunion
arrangements were handled by Terrell and Sandra Krebs, Stephen and Patty
Polasek, and Milroy and Patsy Krebs.

Elmo Schwab 306 22nd St., Galveston TX 77550 is looking for information on the
Riemenschneider and Foerster families. Lorenz F. Riemenschneider is believed to
have been born on May 19, 1833, in Nehrengen, Kurhessan (Allmonsehen Kreis) and
came to America in 1859 with his sister and her family. Since no minors were
admitted without parents, he used the name Wendel. He later married Agatha Lee
Grunwald. He died in 1917 and is buried in the St. Andrew Lutheran Cemetery in
Weesatch. His son Lorenz J. Riemenschneider married Anna Marie Foerster. This
couple is also buried in Weesache. Elmo would appreciate any additional
informatin on this family.

Jane Schwarz Combs P O Box 8331, Waco TX 76714 reports her great grandfather's
name was William Schwarz and his wife was Mary Rosenberg. They arrived at
Galveston, but Jane does not know the date. Her grandfather's name was Albert
Henry Schwarz, born in 1879, in or around Goliad. They lived in the Victoria
area and later moved to Austin. She has so little information about them that
any tidbit would delight her.

Mina W. Lamb 6002 W. 34th, Lubbock TX 79407 belongs to the Boeer/B6er family
researched by Lillian Schneider of San Antonio. This family, from Langenbielaub
in Prussia, arrived at Galveston in 1851 aboard the "Bassermann." She is also
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interested in the family of Wilhelm Wolf from the Westphalia province of
Germany. His wife was Wilhelmina Hedrich, and Mina's father was their oldest
child, born in 1876. Mina says she never heard of another Hedrich in Texas
besides her own mother. Descendants of this family live primarily southwest of
Houston in Wharton County and near Weimar and Columbus in Colorado County.

Arliss Trevbig P 0 Box 1236, El Campo TX 77437 reports that two descendants of
Franz Glueck/Gluck/Glick and Ludwina Koy are working on an updated version of
the family history begun by David SmaTIey in 1953. The data from the earlier
book have been entered into a computer and new information has been added. The
compilers hope to have much of the material entered for the next reunion in
1991, however many names, dates, and places are still missing. Would members of
the following families please contact Arliss to complete their family
information: Theodore Glueck and Theresa Renz, Alvma Glueck and Joseph Frank
Tipp, Paulina Glueck and Andreas Braden, Frank Glueck Jr. and Selma Lux, Frances
Glueck and Johann Ramm, Mary Glueck and Alois Koegler/George Adamik, Herman
Glueck and Mary Jvorka, and Matilda Glueck and Thomas Stasny.

Arliss also reports she in in the process of updating the history of the
descendants of Joseph Hennecke/Henneke and Anna Maria Middeke. When the history
was begun in 1983, Arliss had not located the village in Germany from which the
family emigrated. Jeane Bitterly (see above) located the village, and local
researchers now have German records to add to their Texas records. Arliss plans
to visit the village in May, 1990, but in the meantime, if any relatives have
additional information, now is the time to furnish it. These are the families
concerned: Anna Marie Henneke and John von der Werth, Mary Theresa Henneke and
Conrad Jure/ens/Samuel Redqate, Frank Henneke and Susanna Maas, Elizabeth Sophia
Henneke ana Jacob Foerster/Bernard Joseph Miller, Henry Henneke and Hedwig
Miller, Conrad Henneke and Barbara Glober, and Joseph Henneke Jr. and Katherine
Burtschell. Spellings of most family names vary from record to record.

Helen Novosad 8725 Lugary Dr., Houston TX 77074 has exciting news. She wrote to
the mayor of Bergrheinfeld in West Germany, asking if any Hartmann still lived
in the town. This is the town where her great grandfather Michael Hartmann
lived until he emigrated in 1846-47. She received a reply from the mayor
reporting a resident named Rudolf Hartmann searched and found a document on
Michael Hartmann. This document verifies the name of Helen's great grandmother
as Charlotte K6mm (see previous issue, page 133), although Rudolf Hartmann could
not say if he was actually related to Helen's ancestor, Michael Hartmann.

The Most Rev. Bernard F. Popp P O Box 28410, San Antonio TX 78228, auxiliary
bishop of San Antonio Archdiocese, is a new GTHS member. He contributed to the
publication of the book on the Popp and Schneider families of Nada in Colorado
County. The book was edited by Patricia Cahill and was published in 1988. It
has especially outstanding chapters on the background of the German-speaking
immigrants from Moravia (Mahren in German), then in Austria as part of the
Austro-Hungarian Empire, but now in present-day Czechoslovakia. Many of these
ethnic German families came from four specific areas and when they immigrated to
Texas settled in Fayette, Colorado and other counties of that area.

ORGANIZE A FAMILY
REUNION THIS YEAR

How long has it been since all the members of your
familygathered fora reunion? Ifit's been a long time,

this may be the year to bring everyone together, whether it's
for a day, a week or a weekend.

The following are some tips for organizing your family
reunion so that everyone arrives expecting to have a great
time and leaves with many wonderful memories.

Contact relatives at least three times before the big event -
as soon as the date is set, later with more specific details
and a couple of weeks before the reunion with a reminder

and last-minute information.
Plan your reunion to coincide with a milestone such as

an anniversary or special birthday.
Don't overorganize. Arrange activities for all ages and

encourage participation. You don't want anyone to feel left
out, but you also don't want anyone tofeel obligated about
participating.

While potluck meals areusually therule for family reun
ions, cooking contests can betasty fun. Crown the family's
champion cake baker orcookie or candy maker. Apanel of
family experts can judge the entries, while the rest of the
family can eat the entries.

Following the reunion, mail each family that was repre
sented a list of your clan's addresses and phone numbers
to help them keep in touch throughout the year.
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GTHS MEMBERS' GENEALOGICAL EXCHANGE

Members are encouraged to use this column format in sending information for the
journal It gives readers the names, areas, and other facts "at a glance."
Also, it is quicker for you to submit—and easier for your Genealogy Editor to
compile! Let's have more for this section!

Member Researching
Surnames

Mary Jane Schaefer Real
Rt 1, Box 107C Riedel
Port Lavaca TX 77979 Schaefer

Werner

Berta Ranft

Rt 1, Box 18A
Grapeland TX 75844
409/544-2456

Augermann
Brune

Gloff

Hund

Kretzschmar

Ranft

Zahiensky

Tex. County
Settled

Kerr/Guadalupe
Comal/Guad•pe
Guadalupe
Guadalupe

Austin/Colorado
Austin/Colorado
Austin/Colorado
Austin/Colorado
Austin/Colorado
Austin/Colorado
Austin/Colorado

Sewall B Wilde

Rt 2, Box 101
New Ulm TX 78950

Wilde Bexar/Colorado

(settled at first with Castro's Colony)

Religion

Catholic & ?
Catholic
?

?

Lutheran

Lutheran

Lutheran

Lutheran

Lutheran

Lutheran

Lutheran

Catholic

M, Lawrence Naumann Naumann Travis/Burnet Baptist
3606 Kentfield Rd Rosenbusch Travis Baptist
Austin TX 78759 Gerstmann Travis Baptist
512/3^5-3211 Mclrmish Travis/Burnet Methodist

Lucille Ricke Ricke Galveston Catholic
1302 Overhill Dr Siegert Austin Lutheran
Houston TX 77018
713/681-4514

Beckmann Austin 9

Kulow Austin Lutheran
Schultz Austin Lutheran
Kohlhoff Austin Lutheran

Hal Franklin PerrenGt Dreyer Lavaca/Colorado Lutheran?
1128 Chumley Rd Weller Lavaca/Colorado Lutheran
Virginia Beach VA 23451 Pelzer Comal Lutheran
804/428-3310

Mary Ann Niswanger Koerth/Korth Washington/Fall8 Luth & Ev.
P 0 Box 597 Renn Washington/Fayette1 Luth & Ev.
Prosper TX 75078 Sturm Washington/Fal1s Luth & Ev.

Ulrich Washington Lutheran
Kurtz Washington/Fall8

Austin/Fall8
Luth & Ev.

Weiser/Wieser Lutheran
Sitz Austin/Falls Lutheran
Kaulfus Austin/Falls Lutheran
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Genealogical Exchange, continued

Member Researching Tex. County Religion
Surnames Settled

Joyce Willcox Helweg Austin Lutheran
15703 Elk Park Ln Neumann Austin Lutheran
Houston TX 77062 Zander Austin Lutheran

713A86-6535

Rodney C. Koenig Albrecht Fayette Lutheran
6 Valley Forge Boiling Fayette Lutheran
Houston TX 77024 Buehring Fayette ?

Dinklage Fayette/Wash•tn Lutheran
Gruelich Fayette Luth/Wendish
Joost Fayette Lutheran
Klaevemann Fayette Methodist
Koch Fayette Lutheran
Koenig Fayette Luth/Meth
Laux Fayette Catholic
Mueller Fayette/Bastrop Lutheran
Munke Fayette Luth/Cath
Oeding Fayette Lutheran
Pauli Fayette Catholic
Suhren Fayette Lutheran

Rebeca Koenig deLausseaux Fayette Catholic
6 Valley Forge Fallier Fayette Lutheran
Houston TX 77024 von Rosenburg Fayette Lutheran

von Struve Fayette Catholic
von Sach Fayette Lutheran
Weyland Fayette Lutheran

Ancestor search starts in Hamburg
Many Americans come to Hamburg

to get something they can find no
where else: information about their an
cestors.

The Historic Immigration Office has
preserved ships' records from 1850 to
1914. The records are among the few
that survived World War II and are
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For the trained researchers to begin
a search, they must have the name of
your ancestor and the exact year of
emigration. Any other information,
from a family Bible, old letters or birth
certificates, may help.

Each search costs $30. If the exact

EXPRESS-NEWS, Son Antonio, August 6,1989

considered the most complete in all
northern Europe.

If your ancestors are among the 5
million emigrants from Germany, Po
land, Russia or Eastern Europe and
sailed from Hamburg, there is a good
chance their names and other perti
nent information are in the 274 micro
film files.
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This is another example of the misleading
information being published on the Hamburg
Passenger Lists. It is not true that this
is information that you "can find nowhere
else." The Hamburg Passenger Lists are
among the microform holdings of the LDS,
so you can look at them at a Family
History Library in or near your own
hometown. See GTHS Newsletter, Fall,
1987, pp. 181-183, for an article on the
use of the Hamburg Passenger Lists.
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SOME COMMENTS ON THE GALVESTON PASSENGER LISTS, 1846-1871

by Harold Mueller

For many years I have been searching for the elusive arrival date(s) of
ancestors who arrived, according to family lore, in Galveston/Indianola in
1851-52. After many frustrating years of searches, many letters (some
unanswered), some results have been obtained. For those who may be pursuing
the same kind of searching, a few caveats may be mentioned. In the process of
searching, I don't recall seeing any discussion of problems relating to the
passenger lists. From the program of the German-Texan Heritage Society's
meeting in Galveston, September, 1987, these matters may have been covered in
the "Short Report" of Margaret Edwards entitled "Missing Ship Lists." (German-
Texan Heritage Society Newsletter, Vol. IX, No.2, p. 96)

My search for at least one date was resolved when I chanced upon the two
volumes of Blaha's Passenger Lists for Galveston, 1850-1855, in the
Sophienburg Archives Tn Ffew Braunfels. §ee below for more about this
publication.

I think my serious searching began at least 22 years ago, with the two
Geue books (references at end), beginning with A New Land Beckoned in 1967.
Later I received an autographed copy of New Homes In a New Land from Mrs. Geue
in February, 1970. Although there is no ~sFatement*3y the Geues in their books
claiming to have listed all voyages and all passengers from 1844 to 1861,
since I did not see a disclaimer to this effect, I assumed, perhaps naively,
that the two books covered all voyages and all passengers for the years 1844-
61. They do not I

When I could not locate my ancestors in these publications, I assumed
(incorrectly) that they had landed elsewhere, despite family tradition to the
contrary. I tried to locate the source of Mrs. Geue's information, but
learned from her daughter that she was no longer living, and I was referred to
her adviser, Dr. Chester V. Kielman, Librarian-Archivist of Barker Texas
History Center at that time. Dr. Kielman replied that "Mrs. Geue acquired this
source from the National Archives and not from our holdings in the Barker
Center."

Before I discovered that the Geue notes were in the Barker Center (which
I have not searched), I tried to find other sources. The Geues state that they
used many sources for their information. This was obvious; much information
such as final destinations of passengers, deaths subsequent to arrivals, etc.,
could not have been obtained solely from the passenger lists. It would have
been helpful to have had more documentation on their sources 1

Much time was spent in the National Archives in Washington going over the
microfilm copy (National Archives, Microcopy 575, Roll 3) of the Galveston
passenger list (reference below), and I finally purchased my own copy in order
to continue the study. I assumed it would be complete. It^ is notl

After receiving my copy, a cursory glance revealed many gaps. When I
called this to the attention of the Archives, I received a reply to the effect
that the microfilm "contains copies of all the original passenger lists or
abstracts received by the National Archives for the port of Galveston.••.These
records are not complete, however, and there may be many gaps in the lists for
a particular port." This understatement is understandable, considering the age
of the documents, the lack of earlier care, and events such as the Civil War
and hurricanes. What I do not understand is why there is no caveat to this
effect in their catalog (Immigrant £ Passenger Arrivals: A Select Catalog of
National Archives Microfilm PublicationsT Washington, 57 C., r983, p. 4TT
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Recently I decided to review the microfilm again in order to see what the

film actually contains. For what it may be worth, the following is my reading
of the film.

Contents of Microcopy 575, Roll 3, National Archives

YEAR QUARTERS INCLUDED NUMBER MISSING
1846: 1st, 2nd quarters (missing pages in 2nd quarter); 2

[Kreisle family arrival, Andacia Valley, Mar. 27, 1846,
not Mar. 29, as in Geues, New Land, pp. 116, 167]

(pp. 1-38 missing, noted on film!
1847: 4th quarter; 3
1848: 1st, 2nd, 4th quarters; 1
1849: 2nd & 4th quarters; 2
1850: 1st, 2nd, 4th quarters; 1

[Bleicke family arrival, Reform, Nov. 29, 1850,
Geue, New Homes, pp. 40, 55]

1851: missing, a one year gap! 4
[Thomas family arrival, Ammerland, Oct. 28, 1851,
Blaha, Ship No. 5]

1852: 1st, 3rd quarters; 2
[Anna Baldinger return, Neptun, Dec. 29, 1852,
Blaha, Ship No. 29]

1853-56 missing, a four year gapl 16
1857: 1st, 3rd quarters; [Southern: 3rd, 4th quarters] 2

[Gaston, "Bremen, Sept. 6, 1857; Galveston, Nov. 7, 1857,"
Geue, New Homes, p. 39]

1858: 1st, 2nd quarters; 2
1859-65 missing, a seven year gap, including Civil War years; 28

Sept, 4th quarter; [Southern: 3rd, 4th quarters] (2)
1st, 2nd, 4th quarters; 1
1st, 4th quarters; 2
4th quarter; 3
2nd, 3rd, 4th quarters; [Southern: 2nd, 3rd quarters] 1

1866

1867

1868

1869

1870

1871 1st, 2nd quarters
quarters included=30 quarters missing=721

[Bracketed comments refer to arrival dates of families under study.
Southern=Contents listed for the Galveston County Genealogical Society
publication in the Southern Historical Press Spring, 1987 Catalog]

Thus, of the 102 quarters of the 25 1/2 years spanned, only 29.4% of the
quarters are included, and the record is more than 70% incomplete.

As indicated above, I was particularly interested in the period 1851-52,
for which there are gaps in Geue's book. The arrival of the ship Ammerland on
Oct. 28, 1851 is also omitted from other recently published versions
(Filby/Glazier; Galveston County Genealogical Society). This is readily
explained by the fact that the primary source, the microfilm of the National
Archives has these same gaps (see chart, above).

It is possible that some gaps in the film may not have existed when the
Geues used the film. For example, Geue, p. 39, New Homes, lists the ship
Gaston as arriving in Galveston "7.XI.1857," but this quarter is missing in
the microfilm. This seems to indicate that the information disappeared from
records after the Geues consulted them, or that they found this information in
other sources. Strangely, Mrs. Geue uses a photograph of the Johann Peter
Tatsch home in Fredericksburg, but his name appears nowhere in her book, text
or index, because the names of the passengers of the ship on which the Tatsch
family apparently traveled, the Ammerland, were not known to her.
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For several years I tried unsuccesfully to locate copies of the New
Braunfels Zeitung cited by the Geues. My letters went unanswered, or I was
told that reprints were not available. I finally saw a copy of the anniversary
issue of the Zeitung of 1952 in the Sophienburg Archives in New Braunfels. I
had assumed tHat Ft contained a complete list, but apparently, from a brief
examination, it does notl

When the Galveston County Genealogical Society published their version
(reference below) of the lists, I tried to ascertain if the gaps in the
microfilm were covered in their publication. I could get no assurance that
they were, but I was sent a copy of the Spring, 1987 Catalog of the Southern
Historical Press, Inc. The listing of the volume in this catalog does have a
warning in regard to the missing quarters. Except for minor differences noted
in the list above, their reading of the number of quarters covered is
essentially the same as mine. When I had a chance to see the book briefly in
1988, I determined that the same gaps in the film were present in the book.
Later I examined the book again at the Sophienburg, and I discovered errors in
the names of my ancestors for whom I knew the arrival date, as well in the
spelling of the name of the ship, the Andacia Valley, on which they arrived
(p. 4, for "Fireisle", read "KreisleT" p. 5, for "Joseph M. Berk," read
"Joseph M. Beck").

A brief test of the prestigious and expensive volume, Germans to America;
Passengers Arriving 1850-55. Ed. Ira A. Glazier and P. William FilEy, Vol. 2,
May 1951-June 1852 (references at end), also provided no help for the elusive
date and seems to preserve the missing links in time periods. The scope is
much larger, covering all U. S. ports, apparently.

My search was finally resolved when I consulted the Blaha book (reference
below), which lists the passengers from German departure ports from 1850-1855.
My great-grandmother's family departed from Bremen and arrived on the
Ammerland, Oct. 28, 1851, Ship No. 5 in Blaha's list. Although this resolved
one question, other questions now arise, but at least the elusive arrival date
and the ship's name for one family have been found 1

The source of the passenger list of the Ammerland was the Allgemeine
Auswanderer Zeitung of Dec. 13, 1851, and the page carries the note "Found by
Eva Lembcke, Hamburg." The page also carries the comment, "Also in the GEUE'S
collection." If "collection" refers to the two Geue publications, not sot

Reading the family's village of origin required some license. Instead of
the name, "Rabespeichern?," the name must be read as "Raversbeuren." This and
other acknowledged misreadings are the result, apparently, of several readers
and transcribers.

I thought this enumeration of my experiences might be helpful to others
in avoiding some of the pitfalls in my search.

REFERENCES

Blaha, Sr., Albert J. Volume I, passenger Lists for Galveston, 1850-1855.
Privately printed 1985 by the compiler, now deceased" A later (limited)
edition has corrections and index. The title page lists the volume as
available from Bernard Kneuper, 1203 Brooklyn Ave., San Antonio, Texas 78212,
however, Mr. Kneuper has indicated that copies are not available.

Filby, P. William, and Ira A. Glazier. Germans to America: Lists of passengers
Arriving at IK S^ Ports, 1850-18557 Two Volumes, additional volumes
forthcoming. Volume 1, 1850-1851. Volume 2, 1851-1852. $75.00 per volumes, 10%
discount on standing orders for all volumes. Scholarly Resources, Inc., 104
Greenhill Ave., Wilmington, DE 19805.
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Galveston County Genealogical Society. Ships Passenger Lists, Port of
Galveston, 1846-1871. Southern Historical Press, Inc., 1984. $28.00

Geue, Chester, and Ethel Hander Geue. A New Land Beckoned; German Immigration
to Texas 1844-1847, c. 1966.
(Seue, Ethel Hander. New Homes In a New Land; German Immigration to Texas
1847-1861, c. 1970.
Among some of the errors, A New Land, p. 166, the ill-fated Nahant did not
sail from Bremen, but Antwerp, as correctly shown on p. 167. In New Homes,
p. 40, Mrs. Geue lists no voyages by the Neptune after 1854, however, in the
German-Texan Heritage Society's Newsletter (Vol. IX, No. 1, pp. 35-39), there
are two accounts of anonymous travelers who arrived in Galveston on the
Neptune in December, 1856. (The 1852 date given on p. 37 should be 1856,
according to the translator, Mr. Bernard F. Kneuper.)

National Archives, Microcopy 575, Roll 3, Copies of Lists of Passengers
Arriving at the Port of Galveston, Texas 1846-TF71, 19TT.

New Braunfels Zeitung, anniversary issue, 1952.

Submitted by Harold Mueller, 518 Fourth St., Marietta, Ohio 45750

HERMAN LOUIS KOERTH

HERMAN LOUIS KOERTH bom March 14, 1909 near Moorevilie in Falls County, Texas—a son
of WILLIAM FREDRICK KOERTH and MARTHA MARIE "RENN" KOERTH—married on November 23, 1938
in Falls County, Texas to O'TILLIE JUILANNA KAULFUS born March 18, 1912 in Falls County,
died August 31, 1967 in a Rosebud Hospital buried in Cottonwood Cemetery near Moorevilie
—a daughter of PAUL JULIUS KAULFUS and HERTHA CAROLINA "WEISER" KAULFUS. Herman and
Tillie are the parents of two children, Mary Ann and Jiraraie.

MARY ANN KOERTH born August 22, 1942 near Barclay, graduated from Chilton High School
in 1960—married on May 18, 1962 in Robinson, Texas to CHARLES EDWARD NISWANGER born
Febuary 16, 1939 in McLennan County, attented Axtell High School and Enlisted in the
United States Navy in August 1956 and was Honorably Discharged in August 1962—a son of
LEE FRANKLIN NISWANGER and MATTIE AMANDA "SHELTON" NISWANGER. Mary Ann and Charles now
live in Prosper, Texas where Charles and his son own and operate a Optical Business.
Mary Ann and Charles are the parents of two children, William and Sherry.

WILLIAM LOUIS NISWANGER born Febuary 28, 1963 in Dallas, Texas graduated from Prosper
High School in 1981 and from Tarleton State University in 1985 with a degree in Education
and Business. William also played Football for Tarleton being their starting center for
the 1984 and 1985 seasons—married on September 10, 1988 in Dallas, Texas to JENNIFER
ANNALEE BLANTON born November 12, 1963 in Dallas, graduated from Woodrow Wilson High
School in Dallas in 1982 and from Southern Methodist University in 1986 with a degree
in Communucations—a daughter of LAWRENCE CARD and GEORGE ANN "BROCKMAN" BLANTON.
William and Jennifer live in Prosper where William works in the Optical Business and
Jennifer works for EDS.

SHERRY JUILANNA NISWANGER born September 9, 1964 in Dallas, Texas graduated from
Prosper High School in 1983 and from Tarleton State University in 1988 with a degree
in Elementary and physical education—married on May 16, 1987 in Prosper to ARLON HUGH
RAGSDALE JR. born September 1, 1967 in Greenville, Texas graduated from Early High
School in Early, Texas in 1985 and from Tarleton State University .in 1988 with a
Agricultural degree— a son of ARLON HUGH and JUNE "HARRISON" RAGSDALE SR, . Sherry
and Hugh are Teachers and will be parents in October 1989.

JIMMIE HERMAN KOERTH born November 2, 1950 in Rosebud, Texas graduated from Chilton
High School in 1969 and attented TSTI in Waco, Texas. Jimmie entered the United States
Army in Febuary 1981 and served in South Korea and was Honorably Discharged in September
1982—married on May 3, 1983 in Waco, Texas to STARRLYNN CARTER born November 22, 1949

continued on next page
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Herman Louis Koerth, continued >L/o
on the Keesler Air Force Base in Biloxi, Mississippi, graduated from Poudre High School
in Fort Collins, Colorado in 1967—a daughter of SAMUEL FRANCES and ELIZABETH "DANNER"
CARTER. Starrlynn has a son by aprevious marriage, JAMES GREGORY EAGER born March 20,
1971 in Grand Junction, Colorado. Jimmie and Starrlynn live in Robinson, Texas.
Jimmie is a Supervisor for a Major Company in Waco, Texas and Starrlynn is a Mary Kay
Beauty Consulant in the Robinson and Waco area

Herman was a farmer in Falls County and lived on his home place place until he re
tired from farming. Herman and Tillie then moved to Chilton, Texas.

by;

MARY ANN "KOERTH" NISWANGER, P.O. BOX 597, PROSPER, TEXAS 75078

WILLIAM FREDRICK KOERTH

WILLIAM FREDRICK KOERTH horn January 7, 1879 in Kamienica, Prov. of
Posen Germany died Febuary 21, 1961 in Falls County buried in Cottonwood
Cemetery near Mooreville—a son of LUDWIG and EMILIE SOPHIA "STURM" KOERTH
JR., came to the United States with his parents, two sisters, and one broth
er in December 1881 when he was Two years and Eleven months old. William
became a citizen of the United States on Febuary 27, 1919—married on
November 15t 1906 in Falls County to MARTHA MARIE RENN born Febuary 17,
1884 in Washington, County died October 14, 1927 in Falls county buried in
Cottonwood Cemetery near Mooreviller-a daughter of AMALIE "CHRISTOPH"
RENN and step daughter of AUGUST KURTZ. William moved to Falls County at
about the age of Twenty One years old and was a farmer all his life owning
his own farm in Falls County north of Mooreville, Texas. William and Martha
are the parents of seven children, Lillie, Herman, Lydia, Johnnie, Elsie,
Albert, and Alfred.

LILLIE EMILIE born August 22, 1907—married on Febuary 21, 1927 to
CHARLIE FRED HABEL JR. born August 17. 1906 died March 9. 1986 in a Waco
Hospital buried in Cottonwood Cemetery—a son of CHARLIE FRED and EMMA
"R0THE" HABEL SR.. Lillie and Charlie are the parents of three children-
Charles, Robert, and Helen Komorowski.

HERMAN LOUIS born March 14, 1909—married on November 23, 1938 to
0'TILLIE JUILANNA KAULFUS bom March 18, 1912 died August 31 1967 in a
Rosebud Hospital buried in Cottonwood Cemetery—a daughter of PAUL JULIUS
and HERTHA CAROLINE "WEISER" KAULFUS. Herman and Tillie are the parents of
two children, Mary Ann Niswanger, and Jimmie.

LYDIA MINNIE born September 21, 1910--married on Febuary 25, 1937 to
ADOLPH RIENH0LD NEWMAN born October 5. 1910—a son of OTTO GUSTAV PAUL and
OLGA AMILIE "HAHN" NEWMAN. Lydia and Adolph are the parents of two children
Melvin, and Jeanette Schrader.

JOHNNIE ADOLPH born September 16, 1913 died Febuary 19. 1988 in a Hous
ton Hospital buried in McLennan County—married on December 18, 1937 to
LE0NA PAULINE MARIE ZETTLER born July 18, 1917.

ELSIE HULDA born October 26, 1915 died January 22, 1918 in Falls County
buried in Cottonwood Cemetery.

ALBERT HENRY born November 12, 1919 died December 17. 1985 in San Antonio
Veterans Hospital buried in Cottonwood Cemetery.

ALFRED WILLIAM born October 21, 1922 died December 10, 1985 in Robinson
buried in Cottonwood Cemetery—married on October 21, 1944 to BETTY JENE
GRIFFIE born June 24, 1925. Alfred and Betty are the parents of three
children, Martha, Judy flichardson, and Pattie Ondrej.

by 1
Mary Ann "Koerth" Niswanger

MARY ANN NISWANGER
p. o. BOX 597

PROSPER, TX. 75078

In our previous issue were Marv
Ann s stories on Wieser, Kaulfus,
and Sitz.
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LUDWIG KOERTH JR. 3(<\

LUDWIG KOERTH JR. born March 3, 1848 in Germany died January 5. 1937
buried in Robinson, Texas—a son of LUDWIG and WILHELMINE KOERTH SR.--
married in Germany to EMILIE SOPHIA STURM born September 21, 1848 in Ger
many died June 30, 1942 buried in Robinson, Texas. Ludwig and Emilie and
four of their five children born in the Posen area of Germany came to the
United States in December of 1881, they settled in Washington County near
the towns of Zoin and Gay Hill. Ludwig farmed in these areas. They attend
ed the St. Peters Lutheran Church near Gay Hill. Ludwig and his family
left Washington County during the 1900's moving to Bell County for a few
years and then to Falls County. Ludwig and Emilie are the parents of ten
children, Emma, John, Adolph, William, Bertha, Emil, Otto, Annie, Hulda,
and Wilhelmine.

EMMA OTTILIE born July 24, 1871 in Sarbka, Prov. of Posen Germany
died December 9. 1956 buried in St. Paul Cemetery in Falls County— married
on November 16, 1893 to EMIL WEGWERTH born April 4, 1866 died Febuary 4,
1918 buried in St. Paul Cemetery. Emma and Emil are the parents of eight
children, Herman, Martha, Edward, Paul, Selma, Charlie, Henry, and Alma.

JOHN born in Sarbka, Prov. of Posen Germany died before 1881 in
G ermany.

ADOLPH AUGUST born October 19. I876 in Sarbka, Prov. of Posen Germany
died July 26, I969 in Bruceville—married on October 11, 1901 to META
TEETZ born August 22, 1879 in Germany died May 4, 1973 in Bruceville.
Adolph and Meta are the parents of eight children, William, Annie, Rosa,
Louis, Edwin, Hattie, Robert, and Edna.

WILLIAM FREDRICK born January 7. 1879 in Kamienica, Prov. of Posen
Germany died Febuary 21, 1961 buried in Cottonwood Cemetery near Moore
ville—married on November 15, 1906 to MARTHA MARIE RENN born Febuary 17,
1884 died October 14, 1927 buried in Cottonwood Cemetery— a daughter of
AMALIE "CHRISTOPH" RENN and stepdaughter of AUGUST KURTZ. William and
Martha are the parents of seven children, Lillie, Herman, Lydia, Johnnie,
Elsie, Albert, and Alfred.

BERTHA EMILIE born August 22, 1881 in Sarbka, Prov. of Posen Germany
died September 3. 1974 buried in Blevins Cemetery—married on January 18,
1903 to CHRISTIAN H. HUBER born September 2, 1875 in Germay died October
14, 1913 buried in Blevins Cemetery. Bertha and Christian are the parents
of seven children, Elsie, John, Otto, Willie, Albert, Paul, and Ernest.

EMIL HERMAN born November 13, I883 in Zionville died May 28, 1976
in Falls County—married on December 25, 1907 to BERTHA MARSTALLER born
March 18, 1888 died Febuary 21, 1959 in Falls County. Emil and Bertha
are the parents of two children, Emia, and Benjamin.

OTTO REINHOLD born Febuary 16, 1886 in Washington County died June,
14, 1957 in Houston—married on October 14, 1909 to HULDA CLARA KURTZ born
October 30, 1892 died Febuary 16, I963 in Houston. Otto and Hulda are the
parents of four children, Hildigard, Esther, Herbert, and Helen.

ANNIE AUGUSTA born June 16, 1888 in Washington County died September
20, 1958 buried in Robinson—married on December 14, 1911 to HENRY HERMAN
WUEBKER born July 21, 1884 died May 3, 1940 buried in Robinson.

HULDA MARIE born August 10, 1890 in Washington County died May 16,
1931 in McLennan County—married on November 28, 1912 to CHARLIE HENRY
MARSTALLER SR. born July 11, I889 died in McLennan County. Hulda and
Charlie are the parents of five children, Lydia, Lillie, Charlie Jr.,
Viola, and Florian.

WILHELMINE EARNESTINE born July 31, 1893 in Washington County died
in 1981 in Falls County—married on December 25, 1914 to WILEY BENJAMIN
HUNT born January 24, 1894 died November 9. 1966 in Falls County. Wilhelmine
(Minnie) and Wiley are the parents of two children, Willie and Lillian.

byi
Mary Ann "Koerth" Niswanger, P.O. Box 597. Prosper, Texas 75078
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From: Immigrant Genealogical Society Newsletter, April 1989. pages 6-7.

WAS YOUR ANCESTOR REALLY FROM "HANNOVER"?

To: Various German-American Genealogical Societies.
From: Ernest Thode

The church book keeper at the Evangelical Lutheran Church Archive
of the City of Hannover has asked me to publicize the fact that the
origin "Hannover" almost always refers to the Kingdom or Province
of Hannover, not the city of Hannover. Please publish the
following letter, if possible. (My translation.)

iBaaassBBBBBsni IBSCSSI IBaBSSeBBBBBBBBBBOOBaB

Herr REESE, Church Book Keeper
Evangelisch-lutherischer Stadtkirchenverband Hannover
(Lutheran Church Association of the City of Hannover)
Stadkirchenkanzlei (Municipal Court Chancery)
Kirchenbuchamt/Kartei (Church Book Office and Card File)
Arnswaldstrasse 28

Postfach 5740

D-3000 Hannover 1

Federal Republic of Cermany

Dear Mr. Thode:

Every year we receive several hundred inquiries to assemble family
trees from the classical emigration lands of the 19th century.

In over 99% of all cases in wh

is given, it pertains to the f
of the 4,352 localities in.th
have been seeking a possibilit
public in the U.S., Australia,
you to make the media and spec
"Hannover" the province or the
can only begin genealogical re
place of birth is previously d
ments, perhaps from archives,
stones, inasmuch as all the ch
churches.

Herr REESE

ich the place of origin of "Hannover"
ormer Kingdom, namely some place out
is huge region. For a long time we
y to make this fact clear to a wide
and Canada . Perhaps we might ask

ialized journals aware that by
kingdom is always meant, and that we

search here if the exact name of the

etermined in the U.S. from old docu-

old family Bibles, or historic tomb-
urch books today are found in local

a Baaoassi

[Note by Ernest Thode]

IBSSSSB!

Also note that the same holds true for

other cities whose names correspond to
the territory, such as Baden-Baden,
Braunschweig (Brunswick), Darmstadt
(Hessen-Darmstadt), Kassel (Hessen-
Kassel), Luxembourg, Nassau, Oldenburg,
Posen, Waldeck, and Zweibrucken. Some

analogies to make this clear would be
that not everybody from "New York" is
from New York City; some are from
Buffalo, Syracuse, Albany, Scarsdale,
etc.; not everybody from "Washington"
is from the city in the District of
Columbia, but might be from the State

(continued on next page)
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Continued from previous page

of Washington (or Washington County in
various states, or Washington city in
various states). Several of these
places, such as Baden-Baden and
Darmstadt, have developed form letters
to answer the numerous inquiries from
people seeking their roots.

Also, American genealogists might
do well to consider that few people
would leave a large bustling capital
city in Germany and wind up out in the
country on a farm in Ohio or Iowa,
keeping cattle and hogs and chickens,
facts which they might very well know
about their ancestors from "Baden-

Baden" or "Hannover" or "Darmstadt."

ADVICE FROM THE IGS

Even in this country, genealogists
get into trouble with local county
records keepers when they write for
records which do not exist for the time

period or do not belong in that
jurisdiction. All of us need to learn
to do a better job with our homework
before we start off with pen in hand.
There are resources in the Immigrant
Library which could help avoid such
mistakes in European research.

If you don't know where your ances
tor originated, let the ICS give you
some suggestions. Perhaps, they can
direct you to someone who is doing
research on your surname who may al
ready have the answer or at least can
give you an idea as to the place of
origin of the family.

Someone of your surname in the
telephone books of the area might offer
suggestions as to the original area.
Many times the surnames are in dis
tinctly separate parts of the country.
Note the success story from using the
telephone directories in the Fall 1988
issue of German-American Genealogy.

If you can come in person to the
Library, volunteers will be on hand to
help you with these resources—the
largest German genealogical collection
in the U.S. outside of Salt Lake.

Write for a schedule of fees for
such Immigrant Library resource use.

Contact: Immigrant Genealogical
Society, P. 0. Box 7369.
Burbank CA 91510-7369

22^

EARLY EIGHTEENTH
CENTURY PALATINE

EMIGRATION

Walter Allen Knittle

Between 1708 and 1710 over three thousand Palatine
emigrants landed in New York, and at approximately the
same time nearly a thousand others arrived in Virginia
and North Carolina. In due course, they were joined by
thousands of other Palatines, the vast majority of whom
settled in Pennsylvania. Prior to the appearance of the
Knittle work there had been random studies of these
various immigrations, but of the movement of the Pala
tines as a whole, no complete or continuous narrative
existed. Knittle, of course, more than made up for the
deficiency. His work examines the causes of the early
Palatine emigrations, the migrations themselves, and the
activities of the emigrants in the New World, with consid
erable emphasis on their settlements in North Carolina,
Pennsylvania, and the Mohawk and Hudson Valleys of
New York. For the genealogist, the appendices are utterly
invaluable. They contain the names of some 12,000 Pala
tine emigrants and give the number of persons in their
families and the dates of emigration.
' "The book is heartily recommended to every historian and

genealogist, not only for the splendid informative lists . . .
but for the background it gives to family research for those
whose genealogical interests reach beyond the point . . . of
collecting only dates and names."— Tho New York Genea
logical and Biographical Record, Vol. LXVIII, No.l.

xxi, 320 pp., illus., indexed, cloth.
(1937), reissued 1989. $20.00

ORDER FORM
Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc.
1001 N. Calvert St7Baltimore, M<L 21202-3897
(301) 837-8271

• Knittle: Early 18th C. Palatine Emlg. (#3255) $20.00

Postage & Handling: First book $2.50; each additional book $1.00.
Maryland residents please add 5% sales tax; Michigan residents
add 4% sales tax.

Q Enclosed is a check/money order for $

• MastcrCard/VISA #

Exp. Date Amount $-

Signature
• Please charge onr account and extend a 10% discoant (For

libraries A institutions only.)

Name.

Customer No. (from mailing label)

Address

City/State/Zip
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From: German Genealogical Society of America's Bulletin, Dec. 1988, p.

German Postal Codes

Observant BULLETIN readers will have noticed
that the first reference in each issue to a
German locality (other than a large city, such as
Berlin, Kdln, or Dresden, which will appear on
almost any map of any scale) is preceded by a
postal code. This is done to prevent confusion:
at last count there were 48 localities named
"Neukirchen" in both West Germany and the Ger
man Democratic Republic, and the clearest way
to distinguish between them is by reference to
the postal code.

The United States and Canada both contain many
localities with the same name. However, the
postal services of both countries did not permit
more than one post office with any given name
to exist in any single state or province. This in
effect prevented the proliferation of localities,
all with the same name, within close proximity
to one another, with the result that, even today,
there is only one town or city by a given name
in any given state.

Germany, however, was settled far earlier than
either the United States or Canada, and became
a unified state only in 1871. Indeed, prior to
1806, Germany consisted of almost 400 separate,
independent states, some of them only a few
square miles in size. With no central authority
regulating the naming of localities it was quite
possible for two localities with the same name to
exist within a few miles from one another, al
though they often belonged originally to separate
German states.

Continental European postal codes consist of a
single letter or series of letters which identify
each country, followed by a series of numbers.
"D" is the international letter code for West

Germany. "DDR" the code for the German Dem
ocratic Republic. Other letter codes genealogists
may come across while researching ethnic Ger
man ancestry are "A" for Austria, "CH" for
Switzerland, "DK." for Denmark, "F for France,
and "NL" for the Netherlands.

In West Germany and the German Democratic
Republic, the postal letter code is immediately
followed by a "-" and a four-digit numeric postal
code. These codes are arranged geographically
around certain large cities. In West Germany
the codes for these cities consist of a single
non-zero digit followed by three zeros: D-I000

Berlin, D-2000 Hamburg, D-3000 Hannover, D-
4000 Dusseldorf, D-5000 Kdln, D-6000 Frankfurt
am Main, D-7000 Stuttgart, and D-8000
Munchen.

The German Democratic Republic does not retain
zone numbers (see below), but incorporates these
directly into the four-digit numeric code, so
that, with two exceptions, the numeric code for
each of the principal postal centers does not
consist of a single non-zero digit followed by
three zeros, but of a single non-zero digit
followed by a zero followed in turn by a "10" or,
in one case, a "20": DDR-1010 Berlin, DDR-2000
Neubrandenburg, DDR-3010 Magdeburg, DDR-
4020 Halle, DDR-5010 Erfurt, DDR-6000 Suhl,
DDR-7010 Leipzig, DDR-8010 Dresden, and
DDR-9010 Karl-Marx-Stadt [formerly Chemnitz].

In both West Germany and the German
Democratic Republic, each additional non-zero
digit in a postal code indicates a smaller
community within the vicinity of one of the
major cities. Thus the code D-8235 represents a
village in the area of D-8230 Bad Reichenhall,
which is itself in the larger area of D-8200
Rosenheim, in the postal district of D-8000
Munchen. In like .manner, the code DDR-4321
represents a village in the area of DDR-4320
Aschersleben, in the larger area of DDR-4300
Quedlinburg, in the postal district of DDR-4020
Halle.

In West Germany, many of large cities and wide
spread rural districts have retained zone
numbers, which are written immediately following
the city of district name, i.e.: D-1000 Berlin 33.
A zone number does not necessarily indicate a
section of the "historic" city itself, but can
represent a suburb or outlying area many miles
from the city center.

Readers will notice that in certain instances the

postal code for a village does not seem to
correspond to the name of the village, i.e.: the
postal code for Bergkirchen is D-4990 Bad Oeyn-
hausen. This is a result of the increasing
"rationalization" of government services
throughout Europe, and indicates that the village
of Bergkirchen does not have a separate post
office; all mail addressed to the village is
routed through Bad Oeynhausen.

Michael Palmer and Kevin Tvedl
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GTHS Members Attend 1100th Anniversary
Celebration in Ancestors' Hometown

1100 Jahre Olfen
889 -1989

22-i

GTHS members Theresa Gold of

San Antonio and Emma and

Albert Helpert of Dallas
attended the opening
ceremonies of the 2-week

celebration of the 1100th

anniversary of Olfen, a town
of 10,000 in Nordrhein-
Westfalen, the hometown of the
Hoelscher and Buxkemper
Families. First, they met
with the mayor, city manager,
and director of the festival,
pictured at right with the
Texas visitors and their two

host couples. The two women
were presented large bouquets
of flowers in bright red and
yellow, the town's colors.
See photo below. As the news
article states, there are now
12,000 descendants in the
U.S., with 1,000 or more
attending the biennial
reunions. The next reunion

will be held June 16-17, 1990
in San Antonio. Olfen is much

older than 1100 years; 889
marks its first mention in

writing. Above circles show
the two sides of a medallion

commemorating the anniversary;
the reverse side shows the

quote from 889. The medallion
will be a prize at the next
family reunion.

Ruhr-Nachrichton Freitagf18.Au9utt1989

Emma und AlbertHelpert(3. u. 4. v.l.) sowie Theresia Gold (7.V.I.) und ihre OlfenerVerwand-
ten wurden gestern im Olfener Rathaus von der Stadtspitze emptangen.

Familie Holscher hat heute
in Texas 12 000 Nachfahren
Olfen.(thas) Die Sprachmix-
tur aus Hochdeutsch, Piatt
und sattem amerikanischen
Slang lieB keinen Zweitel
beim Empfang der Stadt
aufkommen, die ersten aus-
wartigen Gaste zur 1100-
Jahr-Feier sind da. Im Sit-
zungszimmer des Rathau-
ses wurden gestern Emma
und Albert Helpert sowie die
Historikerin Theresia Gold
begruGt. In ihrer Begleitung
waren Verwandte der Fami
lie Buxkamper.

Biirgermeister Albert
Knumann nannte in seiner
Begrufiung die Hintergriin-
de des Stadtjubilaums, wies
auf geschichtliche Daten
hin, stellte die enorme Ent-
wicklung Olfens in den letz-
ten Jahrzehnten heraus. Die
amerikanischen Gaste.
Emma Helpert hatte ja auch

im Rahmen der WDR-Sen-

dung aus der Steverstadt
uber die Familie berichtet.
informierte uber Olfen in Te
xas, zeigte Unterschiede
zum hiesigen Leben auf.

Beim Gesprach uber die
Familienchronik erfuhren
die Teilnehmer des Emp-
fangs. da(3 die Nachfahren
des 1846 ausgewanderten
Anton Holschers heute die
grbGte Familie in Texas ist.
Sie weist heute 12 000
Nachfahren auf und besitzt
eine Computer-Anschriften-
liste mit 3 000 Familien-
adressen. Rund 90 Prozent
wohnen davon in Texas. Die
Familie hat bisher drei Bu-
cher mit Namensverzeich-
nungen der Nachkommen
verdffentlicht: 1954, 1958
und 1978. Seit 1954 veran-
staltet die Familie in jedem

Jahr mit gerade Jahreszahl
ein Treffen, das von wenig-
stens 1 000 Mitgliedern be-
sucht wird. Dabei handelt

es sich um das groRte Fami-
lientreffen in Texas. Bereits
jetzt steht fest, daf3 man am
16. und 17 Juni 1990 in San
Antonio wieder zusammen-
kommen wird.

Nachdem sich die Gaste
aus den USA in das Golde-
ne Buch der Stadt eingetra-
gen hatten, uberreichte ih-
nen Biirgermeister Knu
mann Blumen. Die amerika
nischen Gaste werden auch
der Eroffnungsfeier am
Samstag beiwohnen, bevor
sie am Montag Olfen schon
wieder verlassen. Ihren
dreiwdchigen Aufenthait in
Deutschland wollen sich
auch zum Besuch weiterer
Verwandten nutzen.
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Fredericke Wilhelm House and
Sarah Elizabeth Powell House

2zy

Fredericke Wilhelm House

was bom February 26, 1833 in
the Kingdom of Hannover. It is
thought that his father was
Christian Hundhausen from
Rosbach, Hannover. His
mother passed away before the
family moved to Texas on the
Colchis in 1846 and his father
remarried shortly after they ar
rived at Indianola, Texas. It is
thought that Frcd had more than
the one brother, Christopher
who died in bailie during the
Civil War. And probably one
sister who married a Mr. Weber
in Gillespie Co., Texas where
they and Hundhausen settled.
Frcd made his way from Indi
anola to San Anionio riding be
hind "Old Mr. Campbell" on
Campbell's mule. He was 13
years old when he came lo
Yorktown which was comprised
of the Slricbcr family, C.G.
Hartmann family, the Hoppcs,
the Hardls and Peter Mctz. John
King lived near the settlement
and Frcd hired out to him for
two years. For these services
Fred was given ten acres of
land, five cows and a horse. His
next employer was Elijah Ray
near Kenedy and in 1854 went
into Old Mexico with Mr.
Newman, taking cattle down
and bringing horses back to
Texas. Fred's first house was in
upper Yorktown, near where
Henry Menu's place was and
near to Fred's Butcher Shop
which was under the oak trees
ilicrc. Frcd continued the
butcher shop for about three
years before he moved out on
Salt Creek and began ranching
shortly after he married Sarah
Elizabeth Powell, daughter of
Samuel S. and Agnes Stone
Powell of Madison County,
Kentucky, in Jan., 1855.

Sarah Elizabeth Powell had
been bom in Henry County,
Kentucky on December 30,
1838 and her parents had a
plantation that adjoined that of

(~By Marianne Elizabeth Hall Little,
Samuel's father, LittlcBcrry
Powell near Richmond, Madi
son Co., Kentucky. LittlcBcrry
was the son of William Powell,
Sr. and had married Samuel's
mother, Sarah Sally Kerr
(daughter of Samuel Kerr) on
December 16, 1807 in Madison
Co. Ky. Sarah Elizabeth Powell
married Frcd House soon after

the Powell family moved to
DeWitt County.

Frcd and Sarah's children

were John R. bom Oct. 12,
1855, Harriet Jane Agnes bom
February 12, 1857, Annie bom
Oct. 6, 1859, Laura bom Oct.
13,1861, Martha bom Aug. 21,
1865, Christopher bom Oct. 10,
1867, Mary bom Sept. 27,1870,
Elizabeth born Aug. 22, 1872,
Henry bom Nov. 21, 1874,
Robert bom Jan. 9, 1877 and
Ola May bom Oct. 31,1880.

The House Ranch prospered
and Frcd began furnishing cattle
for the Kansas Drive and was an
agent, under power of attorney,
for 700 brands, over territory
extending from the mountains to
the Rio Grande for over ten

years. He accumulated many
thousandacres before he moved
back to Yorktown in 1910 after
buying the Danysch residence.

After Sarah Elizabeth Powell
House died in January, 1895,
Frcd later married Mrs. Ada
Tullcy Coleman, daughter of a
A.J. Tullcy and widow of Mr.
Coleman, on Dec. 23, 1899.
There was a son by this second
marriage, William Frederick
House.

Frcd began his service to the
Confederate Government in
1861 when he drove 1,220 head
of cattle to New Iberia,
Louisiana. Fred enlisted in
Capt. Henry Gonzalvo Woods
Company, 2 Regiment Carter's
Brigade, Texas mounted volun
teers at Camp carter,' Hemp
stead, Texas on April 21, 1862
after having joined on Feb. 3 at
Yorktown with Capt. Cupplcs
holding the rank of' Sergeant at
the age of 27. This company

Houston)
became Co. K., 24 Regiment
Texas Cavalary. Fred, his
brother Christopher, and other
members of this regiment were
taken prisoner of war by the
Union Soldiers on Jan. 11, 1863
at Arkansas Post, Arkaasas. His
name appears as "F. Hund" on
the prisoner of war rolls and
Chris' name is "Hausc". They
were held prisoner at •Camp
Butler, Springfield, Illinois until
April, 1863 when they were ex
changed at City Point, VA. The
regiment.was retained in the
Battles of Chickamaugua, Mis
sionary Ridge, Lookout Mt. and
at this latter engagement, he
pulled the first battery up the
mountain. He was later in the
Atlanta Campaign, where they
fought every day down to the
Battles of Ringold and Dalton.
His youngest.brotherwas killed
in action at Resaca. (This may
or may not have been Chris).

There is an excellent article

on Frcd House in A History of
Texas and Tcxans.- Vol. 3, is
sued by the American Historical
Society, pages 1521-1524.
There is also mention of Frcd in

The Trail Drivers of Texas and

Reminiscences of the Bovs in

Gray 1861-1865.

In his obituary which ap
peared in the Yorktown news
paper on May 21, 1921, it stated
that Frcd "was a man who

united sound sense with strong
convictions, and candid, out
spoken temper, eminently fitted
to mould the rude elements of

pioneer society into form and
consistency, and aid in raising a
high standard of citizenship in
our young and growing state."
Fred died at his home in York-
town on Saturday morning at 6
o'clock May 21,1921 at the age
of 88 years, 2 months, and 25
days and was buried at his fam
ily cemetery, House Cemetery,
at Davy with the Rev. A.T.
Cocke of Davy Methodist
Church officiating. He is buried
next to his first wife, Sarah
Elizabeth Powell House.
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FRIEDERICKE BECKENDORFF KOBS 22,5—"

IN SAXONY

Friedericke Beckendorff Kobs was born ca. 1800 and was the eldest
child of the Beckendorff family of Kalbe an der Muelda. She had two
younger brothers, Carl Beckendorff, Sr. and August Beckendorff, Sr. Family
tradition has it that Friedericke married Frederick (Fritz) Kobs. Sr. ca.
1826. He was born ca. 1798 at Kalbe an der Muelda.1

Friedericke and Fritz Kobs had three children born at Kalbe an der
Muelda. They were:

Wilhelm, born May 25, 1831
Frederick (Fritz). Jr.. born April 30, 1833
Friedericke Marie, born November 9, 1837.

Kalbe an der Muelda was a town in Saxony which was controlled by
Prussia. Life was hard politically and economically. Friederlcke's
brother, August Beckendorff, Sr.. emigrated with his family to Texas in
1847.2 pje settled on Brays Bayou about four miles south of downtown
Houston where Rice Institute now stands.

SAILING TO TEXAS

The Kobs family followed the Beckendorffs to Texas the next year. The
shipping record of the family states that the family was from Kalbe. and
Fritz Kobs, Sr. supported his family as a musician. They left Bremen on
the brig, Canapus, which arrived at Galveston on December 19, 1848.4

Descendants of Wilhelm Kobs recall the story he told of the journey.
According to his story, the Kobs family spoke a Schaumbin dialect. When
their ship arrived at Galveston Island, the island had been ravaged by a
storm, so they had to sail to Indianola.^

Another story of the journey is believed to have been written by Hulda
Kobs Brandt, daughter of Fritz Kobs, Jr. This written story was found in
Hulda's papers by her granddaughter, Eileen Brandt Raschke. According to
the story, the Kobs family left their home at Kalbe an der Muelda on
October 6, 1848. The voyage from Bremen to Galveston took them about ten
weeks. They went from Galveston to Houston. While in Houston they stayed
at Peter Buck's immigration house until they could find a home.

SETTLING AT ROSE HILL

A German by the name of Franz Fritz furnished the Kobs family
transportation from Houston to Rose Hill. The journey was described.

"The women rode in an oxen wagon with
trunks, baggage, and a base fiddle that
grandfather had played in a band that
specilalized in playing for weddings.
The men had to walk along beside the
wagon for the five days of the journey."

The Kobs family arrived at Rose Hill on December 31. 1848. They
bought a furnished home and forty acres of land. Food was needed so.

"He (Fritz Kobs. Sr.) went to a neighbor
to purchase a beef. This neighbor gave
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him his choice of any beef on the ranch 22-£
for only $7.00. The man shot the beef
of grandfather's choice and dressed the
meat for him in the spirit of welcoming
a new neighbor to their thinly settled
communi ty."°

Wilhelm Kobs told his descendants that they arrived at Rose Hill on
New Year's Day. They first settled west of present day FM 149 and south of
Brown Road. The land was too sandy to farm, so they moved to the Kobs Road
area. The road was named after them.7 The Beckendorff family left Brays
Bayou and moved near the Kobs family.

CROPS 8, NEIGHBORS

The 1850 U.S. Census shows Fritz Kobs, Sr. working as a farmer.
Neighbors were the Ryders, Osbornes, Stracks, and Jacob Krug family.8 The
enumerator spelled the Kobs surname, "Copes". He spelled the name
phonetically which proves that the correct way to pronounce the name is
with a long "o" vowel sound and a soft "b" that sounds closely like a "p" .
The modern pronunciation of Kobs with a short "o" and hard "b" sound like
"corn on the cob" is often heard but is not correct.

The Agricultural Census of 1850 shows "Fred Copes" with 15 acres of
improved land and 70 acres of unimproved land. The farm was valued at
$160. Farming implements and machinery were valued at $25. He owned 3
horses. 4 milch cows, and 2 working oxen. Livestock was valued at $120.
He also farmed 60 bushels of Indian corn.

Fritz Kobs, Sr. began paying taxes on land in 1850. His property was
in the House League. However, he did not record a deed for any property
until 1852. This deed was for 200 acres in the Edwards League. In 1860,
he divided his 200 acres three ways. He kept 70 acres and gave each of his
two sons 65 acres.^

THEIR DEATHS

The last tax entry for Fritz Kobs, Sr. was in 1861. It seems that he
died between 1861-1865. There is no church record of his death. Since

this time period was during the Civil War. records were not very well kept.
Dora Kobs Hillegeist recalls that her grandfather, Wilhelm Kobs, told his
children that when Fritz Kobs. Sr. died, he was buried in the cemetery that
later was included in the Salem Lutheran Cemetery. (The Salem Lutheran
Cemetery was established in 1869.) A fir tree was planted at the head of
his grave .11

Friedericke Beckendorff Kobs appeared on the Harris County tax rolls
in 1865.^ In 1867, she deeded each of her two sons 70.2 acres.13 The
original Kobs property was probably not a full 200 acres, and the exact
acreage was not known until surveyed and deeded to the sons.

The 1870 U.S. Census does not list Friedericke Beckendorff Kobs. It
is believed that she died between the years 1867-1870. Her death is not
listed in the Salem Lutheran Church records. Wilhelm Kobs also told his

children that she was buried in the cemetery that became part of Saiem
Lutheran Cemetery, and a fir tree was planted at the head of her grave as a
marker.14

Wilhelm Kobs remained on the Kobs homeplace and expanded his acreage
to include part of Montgomery County. He received his brother's share of

GTHS "The Journal" Year 1989 Vol. 11 (XI) No. 3 (Fall)

Copyright © 1989 German-Texan Heritage Society



the property when Fritz, Jr. deeded it to him and moved to Bear Creek.15
Descendants of Wilhelm Kobs are still living on this property.

NOTES

1. Lydia Kobs Peterson and Lorina Brannies Kobs, "A Family Record of
the life of Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Kobs", written for the 1965 Fritz, Jr.
and Dorothea Meyer Kobs Reunion.

2. "Brig Helen 8, Elise, December 7, 1847".
Copies of Lists of Passengers Arriving at Galveston, Texas, 1846-1871,
microfilm A-416, Texas A & M University Library, College Station, Texas.

2. Ethel Hander Geue, New Homes In a New Land, Genealogical
Publishing Co., Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1982, pp. 39, 52.

3. "Beckendorffs Hold Reunion in Park", The Brookshire Times, Katy,
Texas, (after August 6), 1978.

4. "Brig Canapus, December 19, 1848", Copies of Lists of Passengers
Arriving at Galveston, Texas, 1846-1871, microfilm A-416, Texas A 8c M
University Library, College Station, Texas.

4. Ethel Hander Geue, New Homes In a New Land, Genealogical
Publishing Co.. Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1982, pp. 39. 92.

5. Lessle Upchurch, Welcome to Tombal1, D. Armstrong Co., Inc.,
Houston, Texas, 1976, pg. 12.

6. (Hulda Kobs Brandt?), "The Journey of the Frederick Kobs Family",
undated, Collection of Eileen Brandt Raschke, Houston, Texas.

7. Dora Kobs Hillegeist interview, Rose Hill, Texas, Summer 1985.

8. U. S. 1850 Census, "Schedule I.-Free Inhabitants in the County of
Harris. State of Texas. House #590, Family #582. December 4, 1850.

9. U. S. 1850 Agricultural Census, "Schedule 4.-Production of
Agriculture in Harris County", pg. 355, owner #17, December 2, 1850.

10. Assessment of Taxes for Harris County, Texas, Made for the Years

1850, 1851, 1852, 1853, 1858, 1859, 1860, 1861. (Found on microfilm in
Houston Public Library.)

10. Isaac W. Brashear deeds to Fritz Kobs, 200 acres land in Edwards

League on April 8, 1852, recorded January 25, 1855, Volume R, Page 490.
Harris County Deeds.

11. Dora Kobs Hillegeist interview. Rose Hill, Texas. Summer 1985.

11. Lessie Upchurch, Welcome to Tombal1, D. Armstrong Co., Inc.,
Houston, Texas. 1976, pg. 196.

12. Assessment of Taxes for Harris County, Texas, Made for the Year
1865, pg. 38. (Found on microfilm in Houston Public Library.)

13. Fredericka Kobs releases to Fredrick Kobs Jr., 70-2/10 acres in
Edwards League on March 22, 1867, recorded July 11, 1867, Volume 5, Page
347, Harris County Deeds.

13. Fredericka Kobs releases to Wilhelm Kobs, 70-2/10 acres in Edv/ards
League on March 22, 1867, recorded February 20, 1868, Volume 5. Page 688,
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Harris County Deeds.

14. Dora Kobs Hillegeist interview, Rose Hill, Texas, Summer 1985.

15. Frederick Kobs releases to Wilhelm Kobs. 70-2/10 acres in Edwards
League on December 21, 1870. recorded January 13. 1871, Volume 9B, Page
152, Harris County Deeds.
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By Marie Neuman Gottfried,
Texas, 77423. 713-934-4525.

35531 Stenzel Road. Brookshire,

This is a chapter taken from her book. The Descendants of
Kobs. Volume I includes specific information

Wilhelm Kobs and his wife Louise Brautigam
information on purchasing the book

Friedericke
about the
Kobs of Harris

write Marie

Beckendorff
descendants of
County, Texas.
Gottfried.

ForIn previous issues Marie's story on Christian Meyer.

Kulow-Schultz, Beckmann-Siegert Reunion Held
*The Cat Spring Agricultural
Hall was the scene of the first an*
dual family reunion from four
Unea, consisting of the Kulow-
Schultz, Beckmann-Siegert ances
try.
i The event was held on Satur
day, July 15 from 2 until 6 p.m.
Everyone enjoyed taped music
reminiscent of times long past,
li The reunion was held in com
memoration of Theodore Siegert
and his wife, Minnie Schultz Sie
gert. They grew, up in the Cat
Spring-Peters community, and
moved to Eagle Lake when they
married.

Theodore Siegert played clari
net in the Cat Spring Band at the
age of 18. Minnie Schultz Siegert
attended the old one-room school-
house at Cat Spring under the
tutelage of Mr. Charles May.

Augusta Kulow Schultz came to
America at the age of 12, along
with her mother Dorothea Frehse

Kulow and her brothers and sis
ters'. Their starting point in Ger
many was from the communityof

'Teschendorf. *V •"••••'.
'• "Genealogical ,!feseairch' proves
that Berthold Siegert, a young
man from Mecklinberg Schwerin,
Germany, arrived in America with
some money in his pocket and set
tled in Peters to start a general
mercantile store, dealing in many
items needed by farmers of the
area.

He married Mary Beckmann,

and they had four children toge
ther. She helped him get started in
the grocery business, and she often
baked pies, cakes and cookies for
him to sell. He then applied for
and was appointed postmaster of
the area from June 24, 1889 until
his death.

In March of 1926 a new post
master was appointed. Mr. Siegert
donated the land the present
"Hacienda Hall" stands on. The
rest of his property is called the
"Siegert Addition."

. Henry Beckmann, his brother-
in-law, was co-owner of the busi
ness. As a sideline, he manufac
tured bricks. He later moved to
Eagle Lake, where he opened a
cigar store.

August Schultz Sr. wasa farmer
and horsebreeder. His mother,
Maria Koh|hoff, then married
William Schultz Sr., who was a
fanner and saloon owner in Cat
Spring. Most of the early settlers
were farmers, and were the very
"backbone of the community/"

Trying to recreate a touch of
the old world influence, Lucille
Siegert Ricke put on a versionof a
skit called "Mein Hut," along with
all the children present at the
reunion. Dorothy Siegert Storen-
ski made costumes for those per-
sons wishing to dress in the Ger
man custom. Earl Siegert was
master of ceremonies for the
event. G.O. Cain gave the blessing
before meals.

This barbecue with all the trim
mings was enjoyed by all, along
with lots of covered dishes, des
serts, coffee, tea, and the bar was
open for beer and sodas. The
children were not forgotten. They
enjoyed popcorn, candy and bal
loons.

The event was honored to have

Mrs.Joyce Brock,,historian for the
Cat Spring area, Jjivcan informa
tive talk on the history and culture
of the area, along with her collec
tion of pictures and other memo
rabilia.

There was a drawing for the
door prize, and many other prizes
were given out, too numerous to
mention. The persons making the
reunion a success were given
"thank you" gifts as well.

Laverne Schultz Manuel led the
sing-a-longs of old time favorites.
Leroy Schultz read a part of
"Guten Abend, Gut 'Nacht," and
the reunion was over after singing
"Auld Lang Syne."

Auf Wiedersehn until next year
for the second annual reunion.

Fromi Bellville
Times, Aug. 10, I989.
Sent by Lucille
Ricke of Houston.

Next Journal deadline is February 20, 1990.
Send all notices of Summer 1990 family reunions
to your Genealogy Editor before February 15» 1990

GTHS "The Journal" Year 1989 Vol. 11 (XI) No. 3 (Fall)

Copyright © 1989 German-Texan Heritage Society



Oklahoma
Historical-
Society

17 October 1989

-ZZ-%

Museum ol the Western Prairie 1100 North Hlghtower P. O. Box 574 Alius, OK 73521

Director

German Texas Heritage Society
Rt. 2, Box 239-A
Buda, Texas 78610

Dear Director:

I write articles for The Chronicles of Oklahoma, the quarterly publication
of the Oklahoma Historical Society. I am currently researching early German
architecture of the region.

I am focusing on a group of rock sturctures built in Childress County before
the turn of the century. These buildings were constructed by a German named
Jacob Rreis. Apparently, he came to the area around 1880.

Jacob's grandson, Herman, lived on the property until he passed away a couple
of years ago. It is incredible, but I have been unable to find out anything
about the Kreis family. I would like to know where they lived before they
settled in Childress County.

The skimpy information I have: Jacob M. Kreis

Belle Kreis

b. May 29, 1848

d. May 2, 1902

b. 1850

d. 1917

Herman Kreis b. April A, 1911 in Uvalde, Texas

d. Nov., 1987 in Childress

Thanks so much for any information you may be able to provide,
everything I know but have come up with a blank.

I have tried

EIN WITZ BLEIBT SELTEN ALLEIN

Der Optiker zu seinem Kunden:
.Dieses Mini-Hdrgerat kann ich
lhnen wirklich empfehlen. Kein
Mensch siehtes. Hier. scbauen Sie,
ich trage es selbst." - .Sehr
schon", meint der Kunde, .und was
kostet esr Der Optiker .Nein,
nein.esrostetuberhauptnichtT

.Bernie. wenn auf. dem Tisch zwei
Fliegen sitzen. und ich erwische
eine mitder Klatsche. wteviel Flie
gen sind dann ubrigr - .Bernie,
der Dreikasehoch: .Eine. Herr
Lehrer." - Jlichtig..." Da hakt
Bernie nach: .Namlichdie tote..."

.Ich mache jetzl in Karate." -

.Nicht schtechL Brillanten werden
immergekauftT

Herr Lehmann hat seine wochent-
liche Sitzung beim Psychiater. Der
Arzt: .Nochdem ich Sie nun in Ihre
Pubertatszeit versetzt habe, was

sehen Sier - Der Patient: .Lauter
nackte Teenager." - .Ohr ruft da
der Psychiater, jutschen Sie
schnell ein biflcben zur Seite - das
mufl ich mirmalansehenr

Der Polizist halt eine hubsche
Autofahrerin an. Rcutinekontror-
le. Und die Frage: .Trinken Sie
schonmal.. .nasagenwirreinGla-
schen Sektr - .Bevor ich diese
Fragebeantworte".meint dieSchd-
ne,.mufl ich erstwissen:Gehortsie
zur Sicherheitsuberpriifung oder
sollsieeineEinladungseinr

Aui einer stillen Stranddune sagt
der blonde Gerd zu seiner hiib-
schenStupsi:jSchreimalausvoller
Brust urn Hilfe. Wenn keiner
kommt, bleibenwir hierf*

Es sagte... der zerstreute Profes
sor, als ihm der Arzt den Rucken
abklopfte:.HereinT

Sincerely,

Uo
Leo Kelley
Assistant Curator

GTHS "The Journal" Year 1989 Vol. 11 (XI) No. 3 (Fall)
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JACOB BRODRECK
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This monument was erected in Dec. of 1986 in the quad
rant of MARKET SQUARE on the southwest of the VEREINS
KIRCHE in Fredericksburg, Texas-. The idea of the monu
ment was conceived by Richard Cook, the sculptor of the
bust and Sherman Brodbeck,great-grandson of Jacob
Brodbeck.

With the cooperation of the Fredericksburg Independent
School District and the Gillespie County Historical
Society and many helpful descendants; Jacob Brodbeck
was finally honored for his efforts in AVIATION HISTORY
and Community Service.

For this occasion a Memorial Bool: was compiled and
edited by Anita Tatsch, a great-granddaughter of Jacob
Brodbeck-.The book contains a Chronological History of
the GERMANS coming to a new land, TEXAS and their hard
ships to build a new life. It gives the life and the
struggles of JACOB BRODBECK to build better transpor- '
tation for his countrymen.The book contains pictures
etc. never before published; plus a list of ships that
brought the GERMANS to Texas.

Jacob Brodbeck had developed a model of his AIR SHIP
by 1863, which was powered by a CLOCK SPRING. He demon
strated his model at public gatherings to promote inter
est by the general public. He later sold shares to build
a larger model which he developed and flew in 1865 only
30 miles north of San Antonio, Texas.

Anita Tatsch named her book

for the Sky in Texas"

Jacob Brodbeck Reached

A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A AAA A A A A

Anita Tatsch

Rt-. 2 Box 314

Spicewood, Texas
(512) -693-2894

78669

Please send me copies of

"JACOB BRODBECK REACHED FOR THE SKY IN TEXAS "

$12.75 each or $10.75 for teachers or schools. $

Postage & handling per copy .90

Payment enclosed Check or Money Order-- $
NAME
ADDRESS
CITY, STATE_

ZIP
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Qompah Time in Hermann, Mo
In a town with German roots, Oktoberfest is just one of many festivals

By ROBIN GARR

DISGUSTED with their lite in Phlta-
i delphia and hoping to create a
I Teutonic empire In the wilder-
f ness, a band of hardy German-

American settlers founded a new
town. Hermann, In the rolling hills of central
Missouri just before Christmas In 1837. The
siie they chose, on Ihe banks of the Missouri
River, must have reminded them of Ihe
Rhine.

They named their town after Armtntus, the
larger-than-life tribal leader who crushed
Vorus's army of Roman legions in A.D.9, and
they dreamed that Hermann would eclipse
Philadelphia some day.

The settlers wanted their children to speak
German, not English, and to be raised in an
entirely German environment. They built
sturdy brick houses, established schools,
planted grapevines and erected a huge stone
winery on a hill. They named their main
street Market Street to match the broadest
thoroughfare of the City of Brotherly Love —
but ihey made it 10 feel wider.

The strict rules laid down by Ihe Deutsche
Ansiedlungs Gesellschaft zu Philadelphia
(German Settlement Society of Philadel
phia), which planned Ihe town, purchased
land for Its development and organized expe
ditions of settlers, declared that the town
would be "thoroughly German in every par
ticular." II was a noble dream, worthy of
Arminlus himself, but the dream was soon
dashed.

Early settlers were horrified by the re
gion's harsh winters and plagued by poor soil
and disease, and Ihe society quickly col
lapsed, lis founder, George Bayer, died bro
ken-hearted in 1839, and Ihe remaining set
tlers crankily denied permission for his
remains lo rest in the town cemetery.

The expected flood of settlers abated to a
trickle or less, and today Hermann has only
about 2^00 inhabitants, virtually all of whom
claim German descent and participate in an
annual Oktoberfest lhat packs its streets
with tourists every weekend in October. The
village, particularly Its 10-block historic sec
tion, is neither a restoration nor a museum-
piece setting; It Is a living, working commu
nity passed down from the early 19th century
with its architecture and style largely intact.

Save for paved streets, automobiles, utility
wires and electric lights, block after block
appears much as it must have been more
than 100 years ago, when school was taught
in German and the Stone Hill Winery on a
rocky slope southwest of town was the second
largest winery in Ihe United Stales and the
third largest in the world..

Tiny Hermann boasts more than 100 build
ings on the National Register of Historic
Places, including many of its nearly two
dozen bed-and-breakfast accommodations,
which range from diminutive cottages to
hulking Victorian brownstones.

Several restaurants are adequate; one.
Vintage 1847, at Stone Hill Winery, is superi
or. And, although Missouri's wine industry is
not widely known outside the state's borders,
three wineries In the Hermann area offer
tours and produce award-winning wine.

While this village maybe short onbig-city
night life (it generally rolls up the sidewalks
early, save for hom-honktng local residents
who ride through its main streets late Into
weekend nights), Hermann offers more than
enough history, antiques shopping and relax
ation to justify a weekend stay, even without
one of Ihe frequent festivals lhat dot Its
calendar. During Ihe festivals, however, Her
mann dons its best lederhosen to welcome
visitors seeking Its special kind of small-town
German-American fun.

From the sausage-redolent air of ihe
Wurstfest in March through the Maifest in
May; the Great Stone Hill Grape Stomp in
August; the Erntefest (Harvest Festival) in
early September to the Otd-Fashioned

THE NEW YORK TIMES, SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 1989

Christmas shopper's weekend in December,
hardly a month goes by without a special
event in Hermann. But Hermann's biggest
festival is Its Oktoberfest.

EVERY weekend in October, Ger
man bands fill Hermann's air with
oompah tunes, amid a cornucopia
of wine, sauerkraut, sausages and
cheeses. The three wineries thai

form the Hermann Vintners Association
sponsor Ihc event, and visitors are urged to
wear their best "German-related dress."
(On Nov. II. Ihe wineries will join for Nou-
vcau Day, the first public tasting of Ihe new
wines; the Hermannhof Winery sponsors a
Jaegerfest —or Hunter's Feast —then and a
Madrigal Dinner on Nov. 18.)

During October, the town's restaurants
will offer special bills of fare, and Hermann
hof Winery's cavernous Festhalle building
will open for German muslr. food und wine In
a scene not entirely unlike a miniature ver
sion of Oktoberfest in Munich. The resem
blance could hardly have displeased Her
mann's founders, who even named its
avenues after such Germanic heroes as

Schiller, Gutenberg, Mozart and Goethe.
The town is situated in a bowl-ltkc valley

surrounded by low, wooded hills. Most of the
roads that lead from Hermann crest those
hills and provide excellent views of its red
brick row houses and church steeples along
the river below.

The German School at Third and Schiller
streets is a good place to start a walking tour
of Hermann. This blocky brick building
houses Ihe Hermann Museum. II is as clut

tered and cozy as an old attic, filled with 19th-
century memorabilia of the town and of the
steamboats that plied the Missouri.

More views of Missouri life a century ago
are found In the Deutschheim State Historic
Site at Second and Market Streets, which
incorporates ihe 1840 Pommer-Gentner
House and the Strehly House, a former win
ery. The museum Is lovably rickety, with
hardly a right angle or level floor, but the
building is as solid as Its German heritage.
Exhibits focus on old-time Missouri German
handwork, folk art and culture, and include a
backyard herb garden.

The White House Hotel, a three-story build
ing on Wharf Street along the river, was

considered the ultimate in hoslelrles when it
opened around Ihe lime of Ihe Civil War. Its
high ceilings have gently turning fans thai
provide a cool atmosphere on a muggy sum
mer day.

The proprietors. Bob and Judi Plummcr.
like to tell Ihe story of a turn-of-the-century
politician, William Jennings Bryan, three
times unsuccessful candidate for President,
who stayed in ihe hotel in 1896and reported-
ly said, "II took the town of Hermann to put
me in the White House!"

The 36-room hotel offers only limited bed
and-brcakfasi service now, hut Ihe Plum-
mers give tours, sell antiques and gifts and
operate a Victorian-style ice cream parlor.

Some of the commercial buildings that line
First Street. Hern.nnn's main business
street, show the effects of 20th-century mod
ernization, but nostalgia rules at the Concert
Hall & Barrel Bar, where good beer and
hearty snacks have crossed the bar sinre
1878— even during Prohibition, when it was
known as Boehm's Ice Cream Parlor run
continued to operate a lively back room. A

1 recent owner, Harry Heberle. a for-
1 mer county sheriff, restored the sec-
I ond floor and resumed the tradition of
! weekend parties, dances and con-
I certs; the main bar is informal, filled

with elk heads and dark wood.

One of Hermann's more unusual
spots is Whiskey Jack's Museum on
Fourth Street, where Jack Haney, a
62-year-old retired Navy electrician,
displays his collection of whiskey
stills and Prohibition-era memorabil
ia in a musty basement that once
housed a wine cellar. Particular oddi
ties include bottles of highly alcoholic
"tonics" and a still that once doubled
as a washing machine. "Ninety per
cent of the people in this town were
involved with wine, whiskey or beer,"
says Mr. Haney. "When it went out
with Prohibition, it pretty well put
everyone out of business."

Indeed, if Hermann had any re
maining chance at glory after the
German settlement society collapsed,
it could have come of wine. The Mis
souri valley's icy winters don't foster
the culture of the grapes used in fine
European-style wines, but the hardy
native American grapes and French-
American hybrids that grow here
make wines that many people prefer
over the strong-flavored native
grapes favored by old-time wine pro
ducers in New York and along the
Eastern seaboard.

Stone Hill Winery was established
on a hill just south of town in 1847,and
by the I890's it was producing
I 250.000 gallons of wine a year. Its
wines won world renown and cap
tured gold medals at eight world's
fairs before the turn of the century.

However, its reputation faltered af
ter George Stark, the owner, died and
as anti-German sentiment before
World War I cut into sales. The win
ery was closed when Prohibition be
gan, in 1920; its stone cellars were
convened into mushroom farms.

In 196S, more than 30 years after

the repeal of Prohibition. Jim and
Betty Held purchased Stone Hill and
started making wine once more. Pro
duction is up to 100.000 gallons a year,
and the wines — particularly the
Norton, an oak-aged red wine made
from an unusual native grape — are
winning medals again.

Stone Hill's 1985 and 1986 Nortons
are dry, European-style red wines,
redolent of fruit and oak. and similar
to a good California Zinfandel. Its
oak-aged 1988 Seyval somewhat re
sembles a first-rate Chardonnay
There are about 20 varieties of Stone
Hill wines, ranging from $4 40 to
$14.95 for a 750-milliliter bottle; Stone
Hill offers tours of the winery.

^ANOTHER old (1852) Her-
fl^k mann winery that has

^t^^k come back to life in recent
AWnm^— years is Hermannhof. with
sw wka capacity to produce
50,000gallons of wine a year. Situated
on First Street, within walking dis
tance of the town's historic district,
the winery offers tours, tastings and
snacks, which include its own sau
sages, made from a 150-year-old reci
pe. Hermannhof Norton has also won
awards in national competition, and
its dozen varieties range from $6.2510
$16 a bottle. The Brut is an exception
al dry sparkling wine, and the 1983
Norton (which won a silver medal
earlier this year) is a fine, claret-
style red.

Bias Vineyards & Winery, with sev
en acres of grapes, was founded in
1980 and is situated amid more than
100acres of vineyards about 10 miles
east of Hermann. Jim and Norma
Bias, the owners, are usually on hand
to pour samples of their dozen variet
ies, which are priced in the $5 range.

Hermann's small scale is perfect
for strolling. There's something de
lightful to be found around almost
every corner, from quaint old build
ings and intriguing shops to abundant
hollyhocks and gnarled old grape
vines that still abound. •

ThrNe*VockTla»M/Sia>. M.IW

Hermann is about 75 miles west of St.
Louis, by way of Interstate 70 and
Missouri 19or Interstate 44 and Mis
souri 100.

Historic Places
Deutschheim State Historic Site, in
cluding the 1840 Pommer-Gentner
House, 108Market Street, and the
Strehly House,a former winery, 130
South Second Street. 314-486-2200.
Open daily, admission 50 cents.

The German School Historic Her
mann Museum ,312 Schiller Street,
314-486-2017. Daily admission $1.

i WhiskeyJack's Museum, 127 East
Fourth Street. 314-486-2871. Open fes
tival weekends 9 A.M. to 5 P.M.. other-

I wisebyappointment. Admission $1.
! TheWhiteHouse Hotel, 232 Wharf
j Street, 314-486-3200. Tours$2.
JWineries

BiasVineyards &Winery, Route I.
j Berger. Mo.. 314-834-5475. Free tours
• daily.
! Hermannhof Winery, 330 East
• First Street. 314-486-5959. Tours daily,
; admission $1.50.

] Stone Hill Winery, Stone Hill High-
I way. 314-486-2221. Tours daily, admis-
I sion$1.50.

Information
Hermann Visitors Information Cen
ter, 306 Market Street, 314-486-2744.
Hermann Chamber of Commerce, 115
East Third Street. 314-486-2313. R. G.

«3^
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The Austrian Clubpresents
Znd fthfiual

Gala Evening in Vienna
special Sponsor® Lufthansa

*1ktiowy Chairman, Or Tiamld Wtftig
Mayor of Ihe City ojHr-ems

•'ballyoomMusic by Ihe Mchau Combo
DiK'Llfromjtusfrw

Saturday, hbmary<17,1W
Gmd TiermimMi Mel ^*§fr

Aiakdiife Koom ^ySik
7:30pm Champagne "Reception »< J$*&2£k\
8:ooP», mm- AA* .v j>,£Ci)' 88SI
3fTf\1alam Dancing TJntiffi ci^^
Midnight Entertaininent V^ <$>

tft&i>^
Please make the following reservations for the GALA EVENING IN VIENNAt

ft , ,tickets at $50.00 each (Table accommodates 8).

My check for *- r made payable to The Austrian Club is enclosed.
name .

233

t*.^,tf»

<s>*
ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP. TEL.*

Return tot The Austrian Club, P. 0. Box 802007, Dallas,Tx. 75380-2007

Further infot Friedl Lake 528-8412, Inge Boock 436-5011, Inez Seaney250-3846

EuropeansPlan anEast German Trade Pact

BRUSSELS. Dec 19 (Reuters) —
The European Commission disclosed
proposals today for a wide-ranging
trade and economic pan with East
Germany, one day after It signed a
similar deal with the Soviet Union.

The lo-year pact, outlined at a meet
ing of foreign ministers by the Euro
pean Community's external relations
commissioner, Frans Andriessen, was
originally conceived to cover only
trade. But the replacement of East
Berlin's hard-line Communist leader
ship by rulers promising a more mar
ket-oriented economy has led the Euro
pean Commission, the community's ex
ecutive branch, to broaden the pact

The West German Foreign Minister,
Hans-Dietrich Genscher. told reporters
he had urged the European govern
ments to agree to a mandate for the
talks by the end of the week.

A commission spokesman said Mr.
Andriessen also told ministers he had
received a letter from Czechoslova
kia's new Prime Minister, Marian
Calfa, asking for talks on enlarging a
1988pact on trade tn industrial goods.

Mr. Andriessen also announced that
negotiations with Bulgaria on a trade
and cooperation agreement, held up by
the community in recent months in
protest over the previous Govern
ment's treatment of ethnic Turks,
would resume in January.

The 12-natlcn European Community
began negotiating bilateral agree
ments with the Soviet Union and its for
mer satellites last year after they es
tablished diplomatic relations with the
East bloc for the first time.

Protettorinnen bletben Mlndertiett

Frauen mit Habilitation (LehrbefahigungfiirUntvenitS-
tenund Hochschulen) sindin der Bundesrepublikweiterhin
eine kleine Minderheit. Unter den 1050 Wissenschaftlern,
die sich im Jahre 1988 an den westdeutschen Hochschulen
habilitierten, waren nach Angaben des Statistischen Bun-
desamtes genau 91Frauen, dassind8,7ProzentderGesamt-
zahl,und die Tendenz ist gleichbleibend.

Die Statistik stellte auch fest, dafi die meisten Habilita-
tionsschriften von HumanmecUzinern verfaBt wurden (37,7
Prozent). Vier Prozentder Habilitanden warenAuslander.
Das Durchschnittsalter der Habilitanden lag bei 39 Jahren.
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German-Texan Heritage Society

"1988-Celebrating 10 years"

Foundedin 1978, the German-Texan Heritage Society is a non-profit organization
devoted to buildingpridein the heritage of the German-speaking settlers who brought
an important cultural ingredient to Texas. The Society is united in its effort to
disseminate information about archives,research projects, cultural events, folklore,
publications, and meetings related to German-Texan topics.

The Society seeks members from the generalpublic... descendents of all German-
speaking peoples, researchers, genealogists, history enthusiasts, folklorists,
preservationists,and those interested in the German-Texan experience.

A JOURNAL is published three times a year (50-75 pages). It is sent to all members.
The JOURNAL features a genealogical section which includes hints about research in
German-speaking countries, Texas, and the United States; brief family histories
submitted by members, and a genealogy exchange column. Other sections of the
JOURNAL include reprints of articles from other publications, announcements about
activities and events, a book review column, an annual index, and original essays about
various topics related to German-Texana.

An ANNUAL MEETING is held the second weekend in September in various German
heritage areasofTexas. The program emphasizes the German-Texan heritage and
includes talks, slide shows, show-and-tell sessions, and discussions by researchers,
preservationists, folklorists, authors, members who have a story to tell and guest
experts in specific fields; informal social events; plays and music; and tours of historical
sites in the host city.

Membership categories are:

ANNUAL MEETING

1990 - SEPT. 7-9 - BRENHAH

Austin, Colorado, Fayette, Lee, Uashington Counties 11J(,J/UI, p .
Add $4.00 for postage to a foreign country.

The German-Texan HeritageSociety calendar yearis from January 1 to December 31.
Membership payments and renewals aredue in January.

Completed projects of the Society:

1. The reprint ofROEMER'S TEXAS,
2. Sponsorship of the reprint of THE CABINBOOK (DAS KAJUTENBUCH), by

Charles Sealsfield

3. The reprint of Rudolph Biesele's THE HISTORY OF THE GERMAN
SETTLEMENTS IN TEXAS 1831-1861.

4. THE HANDBOOK AND REGISTRY OF GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE.

All books are available through the Society. Pleaserequest price list

For more information or price
lists for books and back issues
contact:

Student $ 5.00
Regular 8.00
Contributing 15.00
Institutional 15.00
Patron 30.00

GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY
1011 Meredith Drive

P. O. Box 262
Manchaca, Texas 78652
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German-Texan Heritage Society

FOUNDED 1978

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name_

Street.

City_

State_ .Zip.

$5 Student (verified by teacher)

$8 Regular

$15 Contributing

$15 Institutions

$30 Patron (saints of the society) County. .Telephone.

Add $4.00 for postage to a foreign country. Occupation (if retired, former occupation)

19 Indicate year membership

should go into effect. SpecialProjects (relating to German-Texana)

(Mr. & Mrs. address may have a joint

membership if only one JOURNAL

is desired.)

Publications (relating to German-Texana)

Pleasecheck the following interest categories:

I preferto just readthe JOURNAL and learn new things.
I would like to help out with all of the followingcategories.
I would like to help out with only the categories I have checked.
Typing for the JOURNAL.
Writing articles for the JOURNAL.
Transcrirjmg/translating old German hand-writing.
Showing visitors historical sites in my town/city/area.
Doing research in archives,libraries, etc.
Genealogical exchange. (What names?)
Photographing historical sites; Annual Meeting.
Speaking German.
Other. Please list

Send your check and this page to: GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY
1011 Meredith Drive

P. O. Box 262
Manchaca, Texas 78652
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GTHS JOURNAL ANNUAL HEETINGS 

1990 ... SEPT. 7-9 

DUMME SPROCHE I 

Nur beim Fu6ball kann ein Star 
e1ne Schwalbe mach en. 

The German-Texan Heritage Society 
publishes this JOURNAL three times 
annually. lt is solel y the 
creation of volunteers. 

LA GRANGE/BRENHAH/ROUND TOP 
Elizabeth Lehmann 

Werden Schwaden hat, braucht 
sich umden Damp! nichtzusor­
gen. 

Auch zu Ostern siehl man We­
SU!rn . 

The publication 
schedule for each year is : 

DEADLINES 

SPRING ... .. . FEBRUARY 20 
SUHHER ... •. . HAY 20 
FALL ........ OCT 20 
The actual date of publication 
varies . 

Back Issues are avai lable for $3.00 
each for members. or S3.50 each for 
non-members. Order from Anna Tho1pson, 
P.O. Box 262. Hanchaca. Tx. 78652 

Ann~uncements, articles, genealogical 
inquiries, reunion dates, news of 
events, etc., are always welcome tram 
11embers. Send items to the appropria te 
editor or to the editor - In-chief on 
or before the dead lines li sted above. 
All articles should be typed, SINGLE 
SPACED on 81 / 2" by 11 paper. with 
a !14" margin on all edges. For 
sharpness and clarity, try to use film 
or a new cloth ribbon. And do not 
for~et to clean your typewriter keys!! 

1991 ..• SEPT. 6-8 
CORPUS CHRISTl 
Chair needed 

1992 ... Sept. 
NEW BRAUNFELS 

1993 •.. Sept. 
SAN ANGELO 

Otto 7e tzlat f 

1994 ... Sept 
FREDERICKSBURG 

1995 . . Sept. 
VICTORIA 

1996 .. Sept. 
INDUSTRY 

Texas Statehood 150 Year 
Ce I ebratlon 

1997 •.. Sept. .. 
KERRVILLE/BOERNE/COHFORT 

CORRESPONuENCE. CONTRIBUTIONS, AND HANUSCRIPTS for pub l ication 
should be sent to the editor-in-chief or to one of the associa te 
editors; SUBSCRIPT IONS to the 1embershlp editor. For subscr iption 
rates, see special mellbership tor• In the back of this issue. 
THE JOURNAL is published three times a year. 
It Is written, co11piled, edited and published by 
volunteers. The editor-In-chief has the ri ght to refuse to 
publish an·; 1a terials that nay not be In accordance with the 
by- laws of the GTHS. 

SEND US NEWS ABOUT 
GERHAN-TE~AN EVENTS ! 

HAKE SOHEONE HAPPY ... 
GIVE THEM A GTHS 
HE!1BERSHIP! 

Bankkassierer e1gnen sich 
auch vorzughch als Schetnwer­
ler. 

Bei Hochwusser niemals den 
Mund zu voll nehmen. · 

Ruhe rccht und scheuche nie­
mand. 

Vemveilelte Kegler lassen sich 
d1e leute Kugel durch den Kopf 
gehen. 

Die har~loseste Sprengladung 
1steme GJe6kanncnliillung. 

Lagerarbe1ter ne1gen Ieicht 
zum Hochstapeln. 

Gut geklagt 1st halb bekom-
men. 

Be1 llegen hillt oft <ehon ein 
Bildsch1rm. 

D~e ungloubwu rdJg.<lc Sage '" 
d1e 1\'euervorhersaRe 

,.Wenn wir einen anstandigen Preis be­
kommen, wollen wir ihn abstoBen." 

LaB Dir Enlhusiasmusdampfen 
- ich will Dich nichi beleidigen- : 
Du kannsl fiir keine Meinung kiimpfen, 
Du kannst siC' nur t'erteidigen. 

KAI!I -111:1 '\ZSOIII.I :fl 
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