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Dona Reeves-Marquardt
Rt. 2, Box 238A
Buda, Texas 78610

Dear Dona,

Editor's/president's notes:

As president of GTHS, and asa friend, it is a sad task for me to accept your resignation from the Society's
Board. You areone of the founding membersof GTHS andover the yearsserveddiligently and faithfully to
bring this organization therecognition that it has today, in thiscountry andin Germany. During my work
on A Soiourn in Texas 1846-47: Alwin H. SOrgel's Texas Writings I had the privilege of getting to know
you (and Lew) better. You were supportive, alwaysenthusiastic and yourcriticism objectiveandconstruc
tive. It was a pleasure working with you. As the cowboy would say "You area good one to cross the river
with." Dona, good luck on your projects that you pushed aside to give your energy to the Society.
Wherever you are,whatever you do you will be in our hearts. The doors of the Society are always open to
you and to Lew. Come and visit awhile. Most of all let's stay in touch.

With warmest wishes,

W. M. Von-Maszewski

The annual meeting in New Braunfels was a success. Helgard Suhr and her volunteers have our thanks for
an excellent job. There was some grousing from late registrants who were turned back, but this action was
precipitated by the city ordinance. The meeting place had reached maximum capacity. The other larger
places in town had been booked for the same weekend far in advance of our own schedule. Attendance
exceeded expectations. The sessions were well-attended from the beginning to the closing and the topics
presentedwere diverse as well as interesting. Thank you, Helgard and your capablegroup of volunteers.

Plansarealready underway forour 1993meeting in San Angelo. Mark your calendar for September 10-12.

In conjunction with our recent annual meeting Frances Harrison needs to be mentioned. Frances is the
GTHS convention liaison. Organizing the GTHS meeting in San Antonio a couple of years ago, she
learned the task the hardway. After bringingthat meetingoff successfullyFrances put to paperthe do's and
don't's encountered by a convention chairperson. This has become our "convention bible" and Frances is
ourGTHS consultant Her effortsprevent manya headache and faux pas.

Great strides aremadeat theGerman Free School (GTHS Headquarters) in Austin. The treeswere trimmed
back to show the house and yard at their best The garden committee has been hard at work to make the
yard a showpiece complimenting the house. A watering system is in place in preparation forthe flowers and
bushes. The house, too, needs attention with preventative maintenance andcompliance with city codes.
Many thanks go to AnnaThompson, Helga von Schweinitz and Rodney Koenig who unselfishly as wellas
quietly devoted manyhours (and stilldo!)to maketheGerman Free School a reality forGTHS.

Due to the resignation from the Board of the Society's founding member Dona Reeves-Marquardt her
position has been filled by Helgavon Schweinitz. Helga is no newcomer; she is a member of GTHS and
previously hasbeena board member. Overthepast year ormore sheworked veryhard anddiligently in the
interest of GTHS and theGerman Free School. Welcome back, Helga.

In reference to the Society's Journal a call goes out for a volunteer to become the "name index" editor.
This is a once-a-year, but very essential job which requires the person to compile the name index for the
spring issue. Don't be shy, step forward and help with your Journal!
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LEAVE YOUR GERMAN MARK

By Rodney C. Koenig

Gifts through your Will is an excellent way to leave your German mark and to donate to the
German-Texan Heritage Society. Gifts to the German-Texan Heritage Society qualify for an estate
tax charitable deduction and gifts during lifetime qualify for an income tax deduction. Bequests in
your Will may be structured in a number of ways.

1. A specific bequest;

2. A residual bequest;

3. A contingent bequest to take effect if no immediate family member survives the donor;

4. A charitable trust for the benefit of the German-Texan Heritage Society.

A bequest as shown above will serve to reduce your taxable estate and lower your estate tax
liability. There is no limitation on the size of the gift or on the charitable deduction. Several very
important items should be stressed.

1. Your bequest should be made to German-Texan Heritage Society;

2. If you are giving specific property, a very specific description should be given such as
a dollar amount, a percentage of your estate, all of your estate, a specific parcel of land, specific
shares of stocks or bonds or specific personal property such as books, paintings, genealogical
reference works or other similar items.

3. Ifyou wish to direct your gift to a specific purpose, such as a scholarship, maintenance
of the German Free School, to fund an academic chair or professorship or similar provision, you
should specify that use.

An example of a typical bequest should read as follows: "Igive to the German-Texan Heritage
Society the sum of$25,000 for the use and benefit ofthe German-Texan Heritage Society." Additional
language could be added to express your specific desires, such as "for use in expanding the
publications of the society". Furthermore, after providing for all of your family members and other
organizations as you wish, you may leave the residue of your estate to benefit the German-Texan
Heritage Society. For example, Dr. Kelly Stevens not only left his home to the German-Texan
Heritage Society but he left any residuary estate to the Society as well to help maintain the home
that he so generously gave. Appropriate language in this regard would be "Igive the residue ofmy
estate to the German-Texan Heritage Society."

Furthermore, a contingent bequest to the German-Texan Heritage Society provides that the
Society will benefit only if a named beneficiary does not survive you. For example, a gift could be
made to a spouse but if that spouse fails to survive, then a gift could be made to the German-Texan
Heritage Society. Ways in which you can further your German-Texan heritage are only limited by
your imagination. Should you desire help in this regard please contact the Gifts and Memorial
Chairperson of the Society, Rodney C. Koenig, at (713) 651-5333.
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Handbook and Registry

of
German-Texan Heritage, Volume II

At the September 1991 German-Texan Heritage Society meeting in Corpus Christi, plans were
announced to begin seeking materials to publish Volume II of the Registry. There is much more
German-Texan heritage material out there waiting to be recorded.

The format for the next volume will follow that of Volume I. The categories remain the
same, but the criteria are modified (see below). Material of the mid-1920s will be included as
well as material with a history of less than one hundred years providing the subject had a
proven impact on the community, on its culture or its heritage.

The example, the years of the 1920s denote a low point in the history of German-Texan
culture and the German-American culture in general. This is the period of anti-German feelings
which gained its momentum during World War I and carried over to the post-War years. During
this time, many institutions disappeared, never to revive: German newspapers, social
organizations, schools, even the use of the German language in public places. In many cases,
the post-World War I years saw the topic of German culture forbidden for discussion at home and
much German heritage expunged from memory.

As with our first volume, haste is the order of the day to capture the fading
recollections. For further information, contact Patsy Hand, 417 Cottonwood St., Victoria, Texas
77904.

Please forward any and all information and materials to: German-Texan Heritage Society,

P 0 Box 684171, Austin, TX 78768

Categories:

L Old Businesses Stores, banks, newspapers, mills,etc., founded before 1925 by
German-Texans. Need not be under the original owner
throughout its history.

IL Vereine Organizations foundedbefore 1920,defunct or still active
today, including agricultural, musical, literary,shooting clubs,
etc., and/ortheir buildings.

m Churches& Synagogues Congregations founded and/orbuildings erectedbefore 1925
by German-speaking people.

IV. Cemeteries Public,privateandchurchcemeterieswhich primarily contain
graves ofGerman-Texans.

V. Schools Public,privateandparochial schools founded before 1925
and/or their buildings.

VL Farms & Ranches Homesteads of considerable size and/or significancedeveloped
before 1925and still intact. Ownership need not bethe original
family.

VIL Fachwerk Construction Buildings using fachwerlc (half-timbered) construction in all
or part of the structure.

Vm Museums, Historical Societies,
Libraries Institutions devotedto the preservation of German-Texanhis

tory, culture,or the work of aGerman-Texan,or housed in a
historic building of German-Texan significance.

DC. Historical Markers,
Monuments and Statues State of Texas historical markers, local plaques,monuments,

statues, and National Register of Historic places and plaques
pertaining to German-Texanheritageor history.
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GERMAN-TEHAN HERITAGE SOCIETY 16Q
PO BOH 684171

AUSTIN, TEH AS 78768

SECOND VOLUME HANDBOOK OF GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE INFORMATION FORM

Name of person submitting entry

Address Telephone

City, State, Zip

Category:

Name of entry:

Address of entry (be specific)

Present owner: Name Telephone
Address r-—,^—^

(if submitting an organization or institution, give name of director,
pastor, or president)

Summary history: Date founded or erected

Founder

Original name of entry
Later names

Description of entry

Old photograph available on loan Yes No

Full History: Please attach any material available on this entry.
Examples of suitable material to submit with a
proposed listing on the Registry:

Pamphlet, book, newspaper clipping, copy of historical marker
application, biographical sketch, bibliographic references, modern
photograph, text of a marker, architectural drawings, family history
pertinent to entry..etc...

Send this form and supporting material to the society's home office or
Mrs. Patsy Hand, 417 Cottonwood St., Victoria, TX. 77904. All material
will become a part of the GTHS permanent file, available for study. Old
photographs will be returned upon publication of second volume. No
deadline has been set at this time.

To keep your copy of the JOURNAL intact, you may duplicate this page.
Make as many copies as you need, one copy for each entry. Additional
copies may be obtained from Patsy Hand or from the GTHS office,
addresses above.
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German-Texan Heritage Society / Capital Area Group

We have many new members and hope to see them at our monthly meetings
and in between. - Thanks to the people who worked in the garden; ask for
their names at the next meeting^The estate of Kelly Stevens is expected
to be out of probate within days, and the entire contents of the house
will belong to GTHS, from pots to pants to treasures of art. And now
what!??/ Big projects are ahead of us - One of the dogs passed away - The
sprinkler system is installed in the garden and is waiting for something
to sprinkle on. - Our Xmas good deed will be to decorate(with the
German-Texan touch.) the tree at the Ney Museum and possibly one at
Northcross Mall; donations of hangable items are needed a.s.a.p. - Some
members with special interest in genealogy would like to gang up for
comfort and support; for more information call Charles Grabs, Jr., at
282-6720 - More news at our meetings:

Tuesday, 20 Oct., 92 - 7:30 pm - 507 E. 10th Street
_From Hamburg to Texas in 1938 and other stories. Ambassador Herbert

Spiro had to leave his native Germany as a teenager just before WWII and
found a new home in San Antonio. In due time he earned among other things
the Purple Heart, a Phi Beta Kappa key (really), an ambassadorship and the
opportunity to teach a course at a German university on Texas politics.

Ambassador Spiro will take time out from his hectic campaign schedule
to spend a non-political evening with us and reminisce in his charming way
about his German-American and other experiences.

Tuesday, 17 Nov., 92 - 7:30 pm - 507 E. 10th Street
Bremerhaven and the New Emigration Museum. Dr. Ulrich Wagner, who is

playing a major role in the development of that museum, is planning a
special one-week trip to Austin with his talk (w/slides) to our group as
the main event. Many immigrants left Germany through Bremerhaven, and a
wealth of information might come to us from Dr. Wagner. The history of
Bermerhaven itself is also interesting. Dr. Wagner's visit is a great
honor to us.

If his trip is cancelled due to budget problems in Bremerhaven, we'll
arrange for another program.

Saturday.. 5 Dec. 92 - 6:30 pm - 507 E. 10th Street
't is the night before Nikolaustag. and St. Nick will bring candies

to the good folks and switches to you bad guys (he would do that in the
old country). It is our annual no-matter-what-the-weather-is-like-xmas-
pot-luck-dinner-and-sing-along. Bring something nice to elrt and. an
ornament Fo hang on our tree and consider it a gift to GTHS. ;j)o you have
a tree you can donate - dead or alive?

More requests: if you can't afford to donate a Xmas ornament, you
might opt for a $131 000.00 check (tax deductable) to buy the lot next to
our building on 10th Street. (Price is "negotiable"). We need a parking
lot. Maybe you know a person of that type of persuasion in our
community. An upright piano in tunable condition would also be nice, and
office furniture, a conference table for our future library

Mit herzlichen Grussen

^ Mi - 2t>8'?
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^'T^'^H
November 1992

Dear friend,

The Austin Saengerrunde Damenchor will present their annual
Christmas Concert on Sunday, December 16,1992 at 2:30 pm in
the Saengerrunde Hall at 1607 San Jacinto (next to Scholz
Garten). The public is invited.

Old and new German carols will be sung by the Damenchor and
the men's choir who will join the ladies in a mixed choir.
This annual tradition also includes participation by the
audience in singing well-known German tunes, ending with the
all-time favorite "Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht".

Throughout the years, this free concert has been enjoyed es
pecially by the older generation. However, this year we are
extending a special invitation to the young people. They
are invited to refreshments and punch after the concert when
they can meet the singers and the director Paula White.

We would appreciate your effort in encouraging your students
to come and would appreciate your letting us know the appro
ximate number in order to ensure sufficient provisions.
Please contact Mrs. Lilly Torn at 926-8176 or Mrs. Amelia
Mettke at 288-1994 by November 24.

We also would like for young ladies who are interested in up
holding their German heritage and polishing their German
language skills to join us. The rehearsals are on Monday eve
ning at the Saengerrunde Hall at 7:00 (first Monday of each
month) and 7:30 on all other Mondays and last until 8:30 to
9:00 pm. They will enjoy the direction of our vivacious Paula
White and the^emutliche" fellowship of the singers.
For information call Mrs. Lilly Torn (926-8176).Students are
exempt from the usual membership fees.

A "SMngerfest" will take place in Austin on May 16, 1993 at.the
Ben Hur Shrine Temple. Participating choirs come from Dallas,
Houston and San Antonio. Rehearsals for this annual event will
start in January. Each choir will perform a solo number and
all choirs will perform in Damen-Massenchoirs, Men's Massen
choir and a giant mixed Massenchoir. The public is invited to
the free concert. Additional entertainment will be provided by
the Round Top Brass Band. We hope that young people, male and
female who trace their ancestry from Germany,will participate
in this uplifting event.

Thank you for your attention to our request.

Very sincerely yours,

^7TtfJldtuum r-mvcdml
f
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174 Retired Dallas auxiliary bishop dies at 93
MUENSTER (CNS) - Retired

Auxiliary Bishop Augustine Dangl
mayr of Dallas, one of the oldest
U.S. bishops at age 93, died Sept.
18 at his home in Muenster.

Funeral services were held Sept.
21 in Dallas and Sept. 22 at his
home parish of Sacred Heart in
Muenster, northwest ofFort Worth.

Bishop Danglmayr, who served
as auxiliary bishop to Dallas Bishop
Joseph P. Lynch from 1942 to

\954, was buried next to his mother
in Sacred Heart Parish Cemetery.

The bishop had marked his 70th
anniversary as a priest June 2 with
a Mass of thanksgiving and recep
tion at Sacred Heart Church. On

Oct. 7, he would have observed his
50th anniversary as a bishop.

Born Augustine Dangelmayr on
Dec. 11, 1898, on a farm near
Muenster, he later dropped the
"e" from the spelling ofhis name.

He received his early education
at the Winterfield School, a one-
room country school in the pasture
near his home. He later attended

Sacred Heart School in Muenster,
Subiaco Academy and Subiaco
College in Subiaco, Ark., Kenrick
Seminary in St. Louis and St.
Mary's Seminary in La Porte.

Shortly after his ordination on
June 10, 1922, Father Danglmayr
was appointed assistant to the rec
tor of Sacred Heart Cathedral. In

1923, he was made chancellor.
He served the diocese in numer

ous capacities and was appointed
vicar general ofthe diocese in 1941.

Named a bishop in 1942, he
served under BishopLynch. As the
prelate's health declined, Bishop
Danglmayr assumed almost all of
the duties of the diocese.

In February 1954, he was ap
pointed founding pastor of St.
Monica Parish and served there

until his retirement in 1962. He

ministered at Muenster Memorial
Hospital and area nursing homes
until an accident in 1985 confined
him to his home.

SAN ANTONIO EXPRESS-NEWS

Lindeman traced
history offamily

Milton Richard Lindeman
worked for Southwestern Bell
Telephone for 40 years.

He also served as first vice
president of the San Antonio
Genealogical & Historical Soci
ety. Lindeman also belonged to
the New Braunfels and Kendall
County historical societies.

Lindeman died Sunday of
heart failure at his home. He
was 71.

"He was a wonderful, won
derful man," said his wife,
Mary Jo Lindeman.

Born In San Antonio on Sept.
19, 1920, he graduated from
Brackenridge High School

Lindeman began working for
Southwestern Bell when he was
19, digging holes for poles. He
stayed with the company the
rest of his professional life ex
cept for an 11-vear hiatus dur
ing World War II.

Joined Army in 1942
He joined the Army on Sept.

28,1942, in San Antonio and was
a technical instructor in wire
communications.

He was awarded a Victory
Medal, American Campaign
Medal and a Good Conduct
Medal while stationed at Fort
Sill, Okla.

Lindeman married Berma
C. Humbel in the early 1940s.
She preceded him in death He
married Mary Jo Hagerman
Kirk on June 11,1988.

An avid genealogist for more
than 20 years, Lindeman traced
his family tree to the 16th cen-

Milton R. Lindeman worked

for Southwestern Bell Tele

phone for 40 years.

tury. He learned that his family
came from the same ancestry
as Martin Luther's in the town
of Eisleben, Germany.

As well as being a vice presi
dent of the genealogical soci
ety, Lindeman served the soci
ety by donating and rebinding
books in the society's 9,000-vol-
ume library.

Additional survivors are sev
eral nieces and nephews.

Services were scheduled at
11 a.m. Wednesday at MacAr-
thur Park Lutheran Church
with the Rev. John Cooke offi
ciating. Burial will follow in
Sunset Memorial Park.

9/l-il Oct 9/ /^2.
'oz> /l£+o^>

Former German chief
Brandt dies at age 78
Ajiooaled Preu

BONN. Germany - Willy
Brandt, the former West German
chancellor who won the Nobel
Peace Prize for seeking better
East-West relations during the
Cold War, has died, sources from
his Social Democratic Party said
Friday. He was 78.

Brand died Thursday, the sour
cessaid. ^Oct. 8,1^2.)

Brandt, who served as chancel
lor from 1969 to 1974, was the archi

tect of the detente policy known as
Ostpolitik and won the 1971 Nobel
Peace Prize.

He was mayor of Berlin in 1960
when Communist East Germany
built the Berlin Wall, and he stood
next to John F. Kennedy when the
president made his famous "Ich
bin ein Berliner" speech.

The cause of Brandt's death was
not immediately known, but he had
been suffering from intestinal can
cer for more than a year and had
undergone two operations.
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San Antonio Expres§-News Oct a*,i<hz

Berlin paying tribute to
Script* Howord Sarvica

BERLIN - Berlin, the city
that Marlene Dietrich fled in pro
test and which snubbed her in re
sponse, now is rehabilitating the
diva with a series of stage tributes.

More than four months after her
death, artists are ignoring national
istic criticism of Berlin-born Diet
rich and preparing a series of mu
sical extravaganzas and plays
highlighting her career.

On Saturday, actors and singers
from Berlin's theater world will
stage "My Name is Marlene Diet
rich ... Texts and Songs of a Ber
liner," under the artistic direction
of Helmut Baumann. It will in
clude readings of her memoirs plus
songs, anecdotes and sketches
from her time in Berlin and Holly

wood. A similar homage scheduled
to coincide with Dietrich's burial
was canceled, ostensibly because
there was no time to organize it.

In fact, the idea met only a luke
warm response from Dietrich's
German contemporaries, many of
whom think of her as a traitor to
the fatherland, and from younger
artists.

"This is our way of saying
'Sorry' to Marlene," said Annette
Barner of the Deutsches
Theaternch, which is holding the
performance. "We want to show
Marlene that she was loved in Ber
lin."

British director Terry Hands be
gan auditions this week for a musi
cal, "Where Have All the Flowers
Gone?" based on her life.

FREDERICKSBURG STANDARD-RADIO POST,

Ney Sculpture WEDUGUS5"°
Marks Grave

For Local Pioneer Woman

The tributes are unlikely to .si
lence Dietrich's critics. Even after
her death, she is condemned for
donning a foreign
uniform and
fighting against
Germany.

"I felt respon
sibility for the
war Hitler car
ried out," she
once said. "I

wanted to play
my part in bring
ing the war to an DIETRICH
end as soon as possible. That was
my only wish."

During World War II she per
formed as many as four or five
shows a day for Allied soldiers.

The modern controversy sur
rounding Dietrich has less to do
with her than with people's atti
tudes toward being German.

"Marlene held a mirror up to the
Germans and made them look at
themselves. Many didn't like that,"
says German rock singer UUa
Meinecke.

Even during Berlin's heady days
in 1960, when the city was heavily
dependent on an Allied presence
for survival, Dietrich's visit was
marred by demonstrators holding
up signs reading "Marlene Go
Home" and "You Ratted on the Fa
therland."

Poignantly, the man who ush

Fredericksburg's oldest cemetery
- Der Friedhof(formerly called City
Cematery) - contains the grave of a
pioneerwoman that is marked with
the only tombstone ever carved by
famed sculptress Elisabet Ney.

The winged cherub with chin rest
ing on gracefully folded arms is
placed at the head of the grave of
Elizabeth Emma Schnerr, nee
Schneider, who was born Feb. 18,
1827, and died Oct. 26, 1903, and is
said to be the last piece sculpted by
the famed sculptress.

Upon Mrs. Schnerr's death, her
husband was so grieved he searched
for an appropriate marker. He
ordered one, but did not like it and it
was discarded. According to Esther
Mueller's account in Pioneers In
God's Hills, Elisabet Ney, upon
hearing his story, created the only
tombstone she ever sculpted. He
liked the little angel with its fine
workmanship which he felt was just
right for Emma's grave because, "she
was always an angel to me."

Elisabet Ney was born in Ger
many Jan. 26, 1833, where she was
way ahead of her time as a liberated
woman who sought and gained
admittance into the leading all-male
art academy. She became famous
and sculpted in marble some of the
leading figures of her'time in
Europe, such as Schopenhauer, Gari
baldi, Bismarck and King Ludwig II
of Bavara. She came to America in
1871 and to Texas in 1873. Here she
sculpted in marble such men as Sam
Houston, Stephen F. Austin and
other Texas heroes, as well as the
orator William Jennings Bryan.

When she died in 1907, she left a
legacy of mystery, romance and
idealism, as well as evidence of her
rich talent shown in the sculpture
she created.
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ered her into the eerie chamber of
West Berlin's town hall was-none
other than then-Mayor Willy
Brandt, who also sought exile from
the Nazis and incurred the wrath
of many self-righteous Germans.

"Brandt is the example of. how
ridiculous this allegation is.Jn fact,
Brandt and Dietrich both-repre
sent the better Germany,',' says
Martin Loer of Berlin's Academy
of Arts. . *..

The moral dilemma of whether
to stay and fight or go into^xile
has parallels with the present day.
Scores of eastern German .artists
now are criticized for having;indi
rectly supported,the Communists
bynotfleeing. ..-p |>( ".

Dietrich surely, would haye.had
a biting response. Autonomy, and
integrity were her hallmark, when
faced with authority or ill-placed
moral indignation; .• i

Almost every day. posies of
fresh flowers are laid at her simple
grave. ., ... . \%

"There is'a'feelihg of howtouch
ing and wonderful it is that she
wanted to be buried here in' Ber
lin." says Loer.

The flowers are as much a mark
of respect as a protest at-the
voices that harp on about betrayal.

As one graveside visitor put it.
"If anyone thinks because' she is
buried, she can't do anything,* they
are mistaken." • • •
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Curiosity
translates
into career
By MICHELE MEYER
Houston Chronicle Monday.Aug.31.1992

Nosiness got the better of Denise Heap — and
she's better for it

She studied German after her immigrant great
grandfather Martin Sahs died, leaving behind a
diary and letters in his native tongue. No one in the
family could read them.

"I was nosy; I wanted to know what they said,"
Heap recalls.

The then seventh-grader was hooked on German
since reading one of Sahs' letters to his sister. The
great-aunt burst into tears with gratitude after
learning she had not been snubbed by a starving
family she had helped during World War II.

"That's the power of languages: to be able to
understand people better."

Heap, 37, now makes her living by translating
documents so that local businesses can communi
cate with their home offices in other countries. She
and her contracted translators work out of their
homes deciphering legal, financial and technical
documents for60clients inmorethan20 languages.

What sets Translations Verbatim apart from
many of the nearly 60 translating businesses- in
Houston is its range of languages. Her crew
translates Arabic, Croatian, Turkish, Slovenian;
Vietnamese, Czech, Danish,French, German, Hun*
garian, Romanian, Polish, Portuguese, Russian,'
Italian, Norwegian, Swedish, Chinese, Japanese,
Korean and Spanish.

German is Translations Verba
tim's mainstay, making up more
than 60percent of the business.More
than 100local companies have links
to Germany, including Siemens AG.
a high-tech telecommunications
firm, and Mannesmann Pipe and
Steel.

Heap decided to branch out on her
ownafter having workedher way up
over nine years from a three-day
temporary to the secretary control
ler for a German-linkedoil company
here. "I decided I coulddosomething
safe —or something fun." she says.

Heap went for the fun but says she
learned the hard way the importance
of marketing, the challenges of being
everything from the CEO to the
janitor, and the expense of launching
a business.

She admits that she wouldn't have
started her own company if she had
known how difficult it would be.
"Fortunately, no one told me."

Nor did anyone mention how
there's no rhyme or reason to trans
lating, she says. "1*11 get 10jobs all in
one day and then nothing for a
week."

Documents can take up to a week
. to translate. She also writes a news
letter, takes care of the finances and
drums up business through letters
and phone calls.

Heap, who is fluent in German and
.English, hires translators she finds
.through computer bulletin boards
and friends.

Her technical German translator
is Austrian, a French translator is
Lebanese, and both a Spanish and
Russian translator are Americans.
The Spanish translator was raised by
her missionary parents in Bolivia,
and the Russian one is married to a
Russian she met while on an aca

demic scholarship in his homeland.
;• Languages are only one of the
•translators' varied skills. One studies
.philosophy, while the others work
full time in the fine arts, medicine,

. business and other fields.
Their varied backgrounds are es

sential. One day's challenge may be
translating a legal document, the
next, finding a new translator for a

'•new language. If Heap could find
'someone who spoke Haitian Creole,
_she would be able to fill the order of
an insurance company that hopes to
market to Haitians in Miami.

Some assignments she rejects
without hesitation. like one business
man's request that she claim that a
translation said something in his
best interest rather than the truth.

The most fascinating translations
often are old letters people bring in
from their ancestors. Heap has
learned more about Hitler-occupied
Germany from such letters than
from history books. It was eerie,
however, to realize how in the dark
some writers were in the 1930s. "You
think, That's not really what was
going on,' but you can't tell them —
they're dead," she says.

Sometimes the way a phrase is
worded is as revealing as its mes
sage, says Susan Haroun, who trans
lates Arabic and French for Heap.
The native of Lebanon used to take
her Arabic for granted, but now finds
it amusing how the language uses a
lot more words to say something
than English.

People sometimes learn the hard
way not to plow into an unknown
foreign language, says Spanish
translator Laura Wolf. "Words that
sound similar but have completely
different meanings can get confusing
and embarrassing. For instance, in
stead of saying, 'We're going to
ordain the minister,' they say, 'We're
going to milk the minister.' "

The difference: The tilde (~) atop
the "n" in the word ordenar changes
ordain to milk.

Sometimes a little translation and
a lot of patience go a long way. Once
when Heap tried to reach the Ger
man-speaking lawyer who worked
for a company in Slovenia, the Ital
ian-speaking secretary was the only
one in.

"I got out my Italian dictionary
and we tried to communicate with
my tiny, tiny bit of Italian and her
tiny, tiny bit of English. You can
communicate when you have to."

She may be improvising yet again
with Slovenia: Her translator, a na
tive of Croatia and a philosophy
student, is moving to Norway.

Heap's secret weapon, besides te
nacity and her arsenal of translators.

is her facsimile machine. It gurgles.
hums and blinks all day long with
orders and communication between :

I translator and client. The machine i
! sits in the back room of hgr tree- \
j shaded home in Spring Valley.

One would never know from the
I outside of the white brick house that
J an international business is carried
! on within. The only clue inside are

the international flags and mugs and
the preponderance of German dictio
naries. The home office behind her
living room contains a wood-burning
stove, pottery and a stuffed toy as

i well as a computer, a printer and
! business documents.

Heap admits a longing to abandon
everything and move to Germany.
She used to visit yearly.

"I fell in love with the simplicity of
lifestyle," she said. "It's still the way
people used to be like here 30 or 40
years ago. Not everybody has a TV
or dishwasher, and it's not impor-

*tant.Thingsare not what definesthe
people."

High School German Teachers
Foster German-American Studies

During the SGAS Annual Sym
posium at Lawrence KS, Margaret Mills
of Norwood Highwood High School in
Ohio presented strategies and successes
from efforts to introduce the German-
American Studies into the middle and
high school curricula. Conclusion: Suc
cess depends on community-wide in
volvement which will yield a harvest of
strongly increased Germanlanguagestu
dent enrollments. Contact Mills at 119063
Paul Meadows Drive, Cincinnati, OH
45249 for a starter package.

/?•

Charles Sealsfield
Conference Planned —
Call for Papers

On the occasion of the 200th an
niversary of the death of the American
novelist Charles Sealsfield, the Sealsfield
Society has scheduled a conference for
October 12 -15, 1993 at the Schiller
Museum in Marbach near Stuttgart. Its
theme: "Amerika und Europa in der Bie-
dermeierzeit. Interkulturelle Wirklich-
keiten im Werk von Charles Sealsfield".
Papers as well as names of guests that
should be invited are solicited. Contact:
Franz Schuppern, Charles Sealsfield-
Gesellschaft, D-469 Heme 1, Grenzweg
34, Germany.
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GREGORY KRAUTER is a member of the
fifth generation of the German-Ameri
can family who has operated the
Ingenhuett Store in Comfort since it

was established 125 years ago.
Gregory tells us on the telephone that the

family believes the store is the oldesi general
store in continuous operation in Texas.

"Thafs what we tell people, and we ha
ven't been challenged yet," he says.

Even knowing this fact in advance, we are
still a bit surprised at some of the sights we
encounter when we arrive at the store.

The first item to catch our eye is an old-
fashioned kitchen-match holder advertising
the name and telephone number of another
store.

The telephone number was 76.
Thafs right. Two digits.
If that boggles your mind, as it does ours,

consider the possibility that the people who
called the store probably didn't have to punch 1
for hardware, 2 for canned goods, 3 for toilet
ries, or 4 to have the punch instructions re
peated.

The telephone, in fact, even may have been
answered by a real person.

So here we are — we've been inside the
Ingenhuett Store only a minute or two, and the

Established 125
years ago, the
Comfort store still
is a thriving
enterprise today.
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i

spans 125 years,
and sliU humming

The Ingenhuett Store mixes history with present-day
demand.Parts forwood-burning stoves sharespace
with underwear, washtubsand combread pans.

pages of our notebook are still fresh and blank,
and already we're pretty far back in time.

We know from the literature we've seen that
the Ingenhuett Store was founded in 1867 and
that Peter Joseph Ingenhuett assumed sole own
ership the next year.

Over the next quarter of a century or so, Pe
ter established a hotel, saloon, livery stable,
opera house and cotton yard. He added a pri
vate banking operation to the store, which also

Tommy
West
SOUTH TEXAS SPIRIT

contained a postoffice.
One of his sons, Paul Ingenhuett, took

over the store in 1891. His only son, Peter C.
Ingenhuett, took over in 1921. He directed
the operation until 1955.

Today, the store is operated by Peter's
daughter, Gladys, her husband, James
Krauter, and their son, Gregory.

OK — thafs a brief outline of the store's
history. We wanted to get it out of the way,
because we quickly discovered that this

place is a far cry from a museum. It is no stoic
showplace for mercantile artifacts. No way.

This store is humming.
Gregory, the unofficial family historian, tells

us when we arrive that it will be awhile before
he can talk with us, because he has customers
lined up, waiting for service.

And so we begin to roam the aisles, and as
we do, we notice that the inventory itself reflects

Continued on next page
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178 a rich history and, at the same time, a mod
em, day-to-day demand.

For instance, the Fruit of the Loom un
derwear and the Hanes Gripper boxer
shorts aredisplayed across an aisle from the
No. 3 washtubs.

New Levi's are just across from wash
boards and coal buckets.

Trash and gasoline cans are near the
parts for electrical fences and the medicine
for foot rot and ringworm.

There are cornbread pans (muffins or
sticks), sausage grinders, rolls of chain and
screen, and parts — plus an operation
manual — for De* Laval cream separators
and milk ciarifters.

Two 14-step wooden ladders, mounted
on wheels, stand ready to provide access to
items on shelves too high to otherwise
reach.

One wall has hundreds of small cubicles
for plow parts and combine parts and
binder parts.

"Lots of them are empty now — they
justhold dust. May Ihelp you?"

We were so caught up in our exploration
that we didn't see the woman approaching.
It is Gladys.

Gladys tells us Gregory is still busy with
customers. She offers to show and tell us

what she can until Gregory is available.
"He's my historian," she says.
Gladys calls our attention to a display of

John Deere tractor parts.
"Most people buy parts to restore old

tractors, but a few get them for tractors
they're still working with," she says. "They
come in with their old part, or they know
what they want, or they come in and
browse."

As Gladys talks about tractor parts, she
mentions specifically the Model H John
Deere, one of the smaller models. She says
her father bought her one about 50 years
ago and that ifs in a storage shed behind
the store.

"He said, 'If you want to fly, you're
gonnahave to mow your own runway.' "

Excuse us?

Taken aback momentarily by Gladys' out-
of-the-blue declaration, we ask her to

please explain what in the blazes she's talk
ing about — in almost a breath, we have
gone from tractorsto airplanes. Apparently.

Gladys explains.
"I got my pilofs license when I was 19

— I was the first native-born Hill Country
woman to get a pilofs license — make
sure you say'native-bom,'" she cautions.

"I always wanted to fly. When I was 7,
my mother's first cousin, Harold Morgen-
stem from Massachusetts, came down here
in his plane to visit his mother, and he gave
me and my brother a ride. And that was itl I
was hooked. I remember taking off — that
was the best part. Back in 1929, it was."

Gladys leads us to a display case of old
family photographs and points to one taken
around 1941. She is standing beside an air
plane.

"Ifs a Piper cruiser," she says. "My fa
ther bought it for me."

Of all things, Gladys wants to discuss a
special starter her father bought her for the
plane.

"You'd just wind it up 23 times and pow!
(She makes a gesture like a quick right up-
percut.) You're ready. You didn't have to
worry about the propeller. Nowadays, you
look at a pickup, and you know how every
thing's extra? That starter was extra. But it
was the best thing on the plane."

Gladys tells us that one day she and her
instructor were flying over the area and the
instructor spotted a field not far from down
town Comfort that he thought would make
a good landing strip.

"It was pretty close to some
houses, but I could pow! (Another
uppercut.) I could go right between
them."

That was when Gladys got the
tractor and mowed her runway.

"I'm not flying anymore," she
tells us. "I'm 70 yearsold."

We ask her when she stopped fly
ing

"When I got married," she says.
"I had my fun before that."

As we tour the store, Gladys tells
us that the section containing the
tractor parts andthe binsand the tall
ladders is the original structure, and
that it Included upstairs living quar
ters. The part with the checkout
stand, the meat counter and most of
the groceries was built in 1900. Years
later, she says, a third section was
added to the rear of the original
structure. She's not sure when the
third section was added.

"Gregory!" she shouts. But he's
stillbusy with customers.

"He's my historian," Gladys tells
us again.

Gladys finally decides the rear ad
dition was built during the 1920s.

The store has so many old, intrigu
ing items — things you just don't

see much anymore — that we ask
Gladys what, in her opinion, is the
most unusual thing in the store.

"The elevator," she says.
That seems strange — we've

been ail through the store and —
elevator? —we didn't see one

"Ifs over here," she says, leading
us into the original section, where

' she opens a door and reveals a
small, square compartment

"The elevator was part of the
original building," Gladys says. "I'll
tellyou how we found that out."

' She says her father was bom in
the qpstairs living quarters and that,
when he was about 9 years old, he

. got sick. A boyhood friend and his
father came to visit.

"They brought a chicken to
Papa," she says.

Years later, a question arose
about the age and ongin of the ele
vator, and the family contacted the
father's boyhood friend.

"He said they rode up on the ele
vator — and thafs how we know
the elevator was here," she says.

Although the elevator operates by
motor now, it didn't always.

"You had a real big pulley — ifs
still upstairs — and you just pulled
yourself up, just like water out of a
well," Gladys says.

Suddenly, Gladys takes off on an
other subject as we scramble to
keep up in our notebook.

"Old Pancho Villa watered his
horse out at the trough behind the
house," Gladys says. "My grand
mother sat on the balcony and saw

. him. He told her who he was, and
she wrote it in her diary. How else

• would we know it? She wrote in her
diary in German every day. She said

j he was the neatest man — he even
Iwanted to pay for the water. They
! say Pancho Villa never came up this
. far north, but thafs bull."

We start toward the front of the
store, tp check on Gregory, and
Gladys laments that the old family

name is dying — at least in
its affiliation with the store.

She says there are a
couple of nephews with the
Ingenhuett name but they
are ranchers.

In a moment of mental
blankness, or perhaps idi
ocy, we forget that Greg
ory's last name is Krauter,
not Ingenhuett, and we ask
if he is married.

"No," Gladys replies.
"But he had a date the other
night."

Well, we're glad we
asked the question, dumb as
it was, but we're not too |
sure how glad Gregory will
be.

James has rounded the
end of an aisle and joins us
now. He makes a sweeping
gesture, as if to encompass
the entire store, and de
clares:

"You know what I like?
No computers."

We not only write the
statement in our notebook,
we underline it.

Gladys takes over from
there.

j "When the electricity
• goes off, our doors still

open. Our register keeps go
ing. Everything keeps going,
except the lights. But we
have enough lights from the

. windows."
James tells us to ask

I Gladys about when her
grandfather, Paul, ran the

t store.
"He counted as one of his

customers Judge Roy Bean,"
| James says.

Gladys says that, when
• Judge Bean hauled woo! to

San Antonio, he would stop
at the store along the way.

Pancho Villa and Judge
Roy Bean — pretty tall

• company. We ask Gladys if
the store has had any other
famous customers.

She says there was one
more.

"One day I looked out
the front door, and Gary De-
Laune was down the street. I
hollered, and he waved at
me. He was doing a story on
the museum. I recognized
him — he looked young
then."

Suddenly we feel a bit
overwhelmed. When we ar
rived at the Ingenhuett
Store, we halfway expected
to find some solemn hal
lowed hall, with a lot of sec
tions roped off, and a prop
erly monotoned curator in
bonnet and high button
shoes.

But we found Gladys.
And already her stories are
spilling over the pages of our
notebook. And we still ha
ven't gotten to Gregory, the
historian — Gladys reports
that he's still waiting on cus
tomers.

It seems a good time to
take a break. We tell Gladys
we'd like to step outside and
smoke a cigarette.

"You can smoke in here,"
she says. "We sell cigarettes.
We're not hypocrites."

That does it. Cream sepa
rators. An old tractor that
mowed a runway. Pancho
Villa. An elevator that the
riders themselves pulled up.
The first native-bom Hill
Country woman to get a pi
lofs license. Judge Roy
Bean. And now a place
where you can smoke in
doors.

It seems as if we've wan
dered into a time warp and,
the fact is, we don't want to
leave. But somewhere
there's always a deadline,
and an editor to enforce it.

We hate to leave without
getting more history of the
store from Gregory. But we
figure that will be a good ex
cuse to come back for an
other visit some day.

So we crush out our Old
Gold filter, adjust our scarf
and goggles, and continue to
wind the starter ... 19 ...
20... 21... •
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ARNING TELLS HER STORY 179

The following article appeared in a. December 1968 edition of THE
TAYLOR DAILY PRESS, TAYLOR, TEXAS, following an interview with Henrietta Remmert
Arning while a resident of the S.P.J.S.T. Rest Home in Taylor. If is shared by
Edmund and Irene Arning, Taylor, son and daughter-in-law of Henrietta Arning.
The Taylor Daily Press has kindly consented to the reprint and Leonora Stoll Wolf,
and husband, Carl F. Wolf, members of GTHS, share this article with the membership
This then, is the life story from Henrietta Remmert Arning who was born in Austin
County, Texas. Henrietta Arning died in March 1973 at age 98.

I was born June 29, 1874 at Nelsonville, Austin County, which was a Czech-
German settlement. My parents were Fritz Remmert and Sophie Brandt, both born in
Germany, mother probably in Hanover. At age 14 Fritz Remmert left for England in
search of livlihood and found a job at a large hotel, one of several youths, whee
ling left-over food on four-wheel carts. This was the food left on trays by the
hotel guests and the employed youths wheeled the food unto a certain street where
the poor undernourished children were eagerly awaiting. The food disappeared
quickly, not a morsel was left.

«

At about this same time Sophie Brandt was being apprenticed as a seamstress
in Germany. She became quite adept at this and soon began making good money at
sewing. She herself wore good clothes; I remember her in a lovely cape.

A few years after Fritz Remmert and Sophie Brandt married, Fritz decided
there was no future for them in Germany. Father worked on a farm, the owner took
all the profit and there was no chance to get ahead. In 1868, after the Civil
War, they set sail for America with their two children, boys ages one and three
years. All this was acainst mother's wish who did not want to leave friends and
country for an uncertain future.

They were on a sailing vessel 3-1/2 months. It was a long, weary voyage
especially for the two little ones. The grey days were endless and the monotony
of the daily routine chafed the nerves of all passengers. The food on board ship
was apportioned each morning for the entire day and ran heavily to dark bread
which hunger drove them to eat.

Their passage money had been sent them by the Emshoff family who lived at
Kenney in Washington County, a small community perhaps 7 miles southwest of Bren-
ham. My father's older brother and sister had come to America earlier and both
married into the Emshoff family; the older brother was in the Civil'War and was
shot through the arm, which however did not cripple him.

My parents became established quickly and commenced working off their in
denture. They lived in a log cabin. All the cooking was done over an open fire
and at the clay coated chimney oven. Hooks were fastened over the fireplace and
on these hung the iron pots or dutch ovens. All the breads were balked in these
iron pots set into hot coals.

My mother, who had a comparatively good life in Hanover, Germany as a seam
stress, found the pioneering life in Texas uncompromising and longed to return.
My father, however, loved America. He had it far better here where vast oppor
tunities were presented to the enterprising. He rented land for a number of years
from Mr. Emshoff.

In 1880 when I was 6 years old, Papa purchased a farm two miles north of
Nelsonville, having accumulated enough to fulfill his cherised dream. The land
was from a Mrs. Lord whose husband had died. One of the neighborhood families
was giving her trouble, wanting the land for theirselves. They went so far as to
dash swiftly by her home on horseback shooting the while into the house; in the
dining room door were several bullet holes as mute testimony.

After purchasing the land,Papa had trouble with the same man who was also
allowing his cattle to roam over neighborhood crops. My father told the man to-
fix his fences but the man got angry at my father and soon returned to our
place on horseback and pulled out a gun on my father. Through the window my
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mother saw the drama, grabbed her own little pistol, rushed outside while at the
same time stuffing in the gunpowder. Quickly the hammer and cap were in readi
ness and from the doorstep she spoke her ultimatum, "You shoot my husband and I
shall surely kill you."

The farmers got together to build a one room school house, a box-like school
which held a wood stove and not much else. They dug a well near by. The enroll
ment was about 25. We were taught in English having the German translation along
side. We had no trouble learning English since we had a lot of negro help and
learned from them. Our mother also learned to speak English.

The teachers were a Mr. Ligowitz and later a Mr. Schram; students assisted
with the younger children; John Arning, my classmate and who later became my hus
band, became a regular assistant.

We attended school in the winter months only and then until after all the
field work had been done. Mother would throw shawls over our shoulders pinning
these with safety pins; gave us our tin lunch pails and sent us on our way. #The
lunch pails were father's emptied tobacco buckets. Our lunches were good since
many hogs were raised. Sausage and ham was in abundance and home made bread and
butter were always alongside in the tins.

Our schooling was very limited. We learned to work early, hard work was all
I ever knew. At age eleven we were yanked out of school in the spring to chop
cotton and in the fall of the year we didn't start school until all the cotton
was harvested.

Our mother hung flour sacks over our shoulders with an improvised shoulder
strap and took us to the field with herself including the six and seven year olds.
Mother took the middle row with a child on either side and taught the art of pick
ing cotton. In the fall when the leaf worms ate the tender leaves of the top
crop, the cotton bolls were exposed to full view enabling us to pick even by moon
light. No one believed in hiring help when not absolutely necessary even though
labor was cheap. Both white and negro laborers were eager to work for board and
sleep and a little bit.

Anglo-Americans owned all the land in this area when my parents arrived.
Some held vast pasturelands. They had negroes doing all the work which they'd
oversee on horseback. They did not cultivate any land. Cattle was 'their livli-
hood. After the Czech and German people began establshing the area, clearing the
land, growing and cultivating crops, resentment welled as the vast pasturelands
commenced dwindling and row cropping took a strong hold. Within a relatively
short period the lands changed hands becoming the property of the newcomers.

My neighborhood friends were Agnes and Mollie Dooley. A Mrs. Colbert also
a neighbor owned a large tract of land and visited back and forth with my mother.
I recall once when she came my mother served her fresh yeast bread, butter and
coffee. When my mother returned the visit she took her young son along. Mrs.
Colbert asked her negro servant to bake a cake; my little brother ate piece after
piece so mother reprimanded him and Mrs. Colbert said, "Oh, let him enjoy the
cake; it isn't near as good as the fresh yeast bread and butter we ate at your
home."

At Nelsonville the Czech people built a lodge hall and here we had gather
ings and dances; we rode horseback side-saddle to the dances wearing long riding
skirts. My older sister rode so well she could outride any boy. We had our big
gest fun at their masquerade balls. This was about 1889 and I was 15 years old
and to this day I remember distinctly the costume "day and night" worn by

Matejka.. .one side of costume was white, the other half black. Mateja
later married Richard Koepke who was a clerk at the Wolfe and Lewis Stores and
who later became a dentist, establishing an office in Bartlett, Texas. My other
very close Czech friends were the Esterak girls and Albina Schiller Matejka whose
daughter married the Dr. Koepke.
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At this time Nelsonville consisted of two stores, the Wolfe and the Lewis
(which were later purchased by Mr. Matejka), a blacksmith shop and a saloon. The
two doctors at Nelsonville were Dr. Thomas and Dr. McGregor.

I married John Arning when I was 21, he was 23. We lived on my father's
farm for six years and by that time my brothers who were three and six years
younger than I were ready to work on their own so my husband and I moved in 1901
to Williamson County at the offer of Mr. Arning's uncle to rent us a farm. The
place was 6 miles east of Taylor. Here we lived for 6 years and by that time in
1907 had accumulated enough to purchase our own farm. This was an 86 acre farm
at Thrall and the going price was $90.00 an acre from a Mr. Darlington, a large
land owner. There was no house at all on the place, not even a well had been dug.
Friends in the neighborhood offered us the use of their labor house until our own
house would be raised. We had earlier searched for land at Kennedy in Rusk Count}
but water was hard to find.

Mr, Arning priced lumber in Taylor, found it too high so he went to East Texas
where he made a deal with Mr. Atkinson, owner of a lumber mill. Mr. Atkinson
agreed to ship the lumber to Thrall and leave the box car there at a siding for
as long as it was needed. Then Mr. Arning found a contractor to supervise the
building, all our neighbors at Thrall came to help raise the house, the barn, the
smokehouse, mule pen, hog shed, chicken house and a long shed for implements. The
board walk was laid to the water well which had been dug earlier. The garden and
the yard were enclosed with palings; a wooden trough at the water well carried
water to the cattle in the pens.

Our neighbors were Priesmeyers, Werchans, Sumners. They did not weary of the
work and did all that muddy winter's work without any charge. Despite the rain,
the work progressed, two rooms, dining room kitchen and pantry gradually evolved.
The labor house in which we were living that winter was 2 or 3 miles distant and
here with the big help of my mother-in-law ( note added: this was the Wilhelmine
Bosse Arning, wife of Christina H. Arning) we prepared food for the men. We
cleaned fryers, hens and turkeys...we baked either turkey, ham or hens daily as
we did the bread; there were sausages, potatoes, and vegetables....it was a very
busy kitchen. We had a negro boy hired to drive two teams across those muddy
field roads to carry the prepared food to the carpentering men. Later one of the
men said "I never ate as much turkey and ham as that winter."

The oil boom in Thrall was on at the time of our purchase, and.cotton which
had been 5 cents and 6 cents a pound rose to 10 cents a pound. We made good mone}
that first year on our farm and bought our first ice box.

Our son Otto was born ten years after our marriage. Our second son was born
ten years later...our first child had died.

Mr. Arning was a good worker and he also liked to trade. I too •worked hard,
I could work well right alongside of my husband, but we enjoyed every bit of it.
I sometimes think back on how hard we worked, but we didn't work as hard as my"
mother.

Within eleven years an agent offered to trade with us on a larger farm; by
this time we had our farm paid up and were lending out money. We purchased the
offered 119 acres paying $200. an acre difference. Cotton was now bringing an
all-time high of 40 cents a pound so we had no trouble paying it out. Also with
the oil boom in Thrall bringing in so many men into the Thrall-Taylor area we had
a ready market for any produce such as butter, cream, eggs, chickens and vegeta
bles. This farm was very foul with the wire grass, it had been rented out to a
family which was not industrious and who allowed the obnoxious weeds to get out
of hand. That family owned only two teams and one wagon and soon as the sun be
gan bearing down they could be counted on to be seen lying or sitting upon their
cotton sacks.

GTHS "The Journal" Year 1992 Vol. 14 (XIV) No. 3 (Fall)

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society



182

Once when my parents came from Nelsonville to visit us my father inquired,
"John, how do you stand on yoyr buy?" I beat my husband with the quick, happy
reply "Papa, we don't owe anything on this farm anymore." We later invested intc
a farm at Jonah which we rented out but it brought little rent in turn so we sold
it.

We hold family reunions at Brenham. I'm always the oldest one at this. My
older sister lived to be 87. Mr. John Arning lived to be 89; he died in 1961
having been born in 1872.

A log cabin which earlier housed the slaves stood near the kitchen. Within
this cabin were housed the spinning wheels. Beyond the kitchen there was a sort
of shed which housed a huge hand hewn trough chiseled out of a solid tree trunk.
Papa made good use of it for salting down the meat, bacon and ham. The milk house
stood next to the kitchen and near by was the deep well, some 40 feet deep, from
which we drew cold, sparkling water. In the milk house was another hugh hand
hewn trough. This one was cut out of a huge block of stone about the size of a
twin bed and perhaps 27 or 30 inches deep with a stopper at the bottom. Into this
trough we carried the fresh cold water into which mother then set pans of milk,
butter, cream, buttermilk and perhaps fresh meats. It was our job to pull the
stopper and refill with fresh water. That rock trough was still there when my
parents retired and moved to Brenham. The wooden trough Papa gave to his younger
brother. This was the Lord's place.

Note added by Leonora Stoll Wolf. Henrietta Remmert Arning was the daughter
of Fritz Remmert and Sophie Brandt. Fritz Remmert and Sophie Brandt Remmert were
charter members of St. Jacobi Gemeinde (now St. James Lutheran Church at New
Wehdem, Texas). The following information is found in the ST. JAMES LUTHERAN
CHURCH NEW WEHDEM 1869-1969 CENTENNIEL PUBLICATION: "In the summer of 1869 ser
vices were held in the homes of F. W. Meyer, Christian Ringener and Wm. Remmert
by Pastor Lieb from Salem. On Nov. 7, 1869, the congregation was organized with
15 charter members with the aid of Pastor Lieb. The following are charter mem
bers: Wm. Remmert... .Fritz Meiske Fritz Remmert. These few members, each
representing a family, showed faith and courage and immediately thought in terms
of their own church, parsonage and school." ( Underlining of Fritz Remmert name
by Leonora S. Wolf).

Lieber einHaarinder Suppe alsSuppeimHaar.H-S
*

Em Franzose, ein Deutscher
und ein Schotte haben jeder
eine Fliege im Weinglas.
Der Franzose schuttet den
Wein weg. Der Deutsche nimmt
die Fliege heraus und trinkt.
Der Schotte halt die Fliege
hoch, lSsst sie fiber dem Wein
glas zappeln und sagt:"Spuckst
du wohl aus!"
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184 ANCIENT HISTORY OB* GERMANY
by Konrad Gbttig

(This article is the first installment of a series on the ancient history of Germany.)

The term German was introduced to history by Julius Caesar, who rather casually adapted
it from a self-descriptive word used by Celtic tribes he had encountered west of the Rhine
during his campaigns.

The Rhine River then formed approximately the boundary between Roman provinces in the
northwest of Europe and the regions to the east that had not been incorporated into the empire,
and were inhabited by a constantly varying number of tribes. Some of these were Celtic, Baltic
and Finnish. The Germanic, or Teutonic, tribes proper are believed dto have settled first to
the southwest of what is now the Baltic Sea. Later they pushed northward, spreading over the
Scandinavian area, or were in turn driven southwestward by stronger tribes migrating from the
east. There was little cultural unity, since each tribe had its own gods and pattern of social
organisation, but there were some common characteristics. Chiefs were selected by reason of
their personal bravery.

Agriculture was the principal pursuit, and fields were tilled with the plow. Houses
resembled the log cabins of pioneer days in America. Skilled craftsmen were found in the
smithies and the potteries. Traders dealt with the Romans in a variety of produce, notably furs,
amber, and women's hair.

Warriors fought with swords, protecting themselves with shields but wearing no helmets.
During the battle many of the warriors used to undress and to fight naked.

Tacitus' study of the Germans, published in A.D. 98, divides them into three groups: the
Ingaevones of the northwest, the Herminones of the interior and the Istaevones of the Rhine.
These names are not fitted by Tacitus into his description of individual tribes and clearly derive
from an earlier period during which Germans had hardly penetrated across the Elbe; they
prepare for the distinction, only slightly blurred by tribal migrations, between western and
eastern Germans, a distinction of great importance in their subsequent relations with Rome.

In Tacitus' time the most important tribes along the Rhine were the Frisii and the Batavi
at its mouth, the Teucteri between the Ruhr and the Lahn and the Mattiaci opposite Coblenz.
Behind them were the Chauci on the coast between the Ems and the Elbe, the Cherusci
(Arrainius' tribe) around Minden, the Chatti in Hesse-Cassel and the Hermunduri of Franconia,
who were taken into the empire, as were the Mattiaci and some of the Chatti, in the course of
the new conquests. East of the Chauci along the Elbe were the Langoberdi and on the middle
Elbe the Suebi.

Most of these names disappeared, to be replaced by greater political units: the Saxons,
the Franks and the Alamanni. This development is supposed to have been, the result of
deforestation, as the uninhabited wastes with which the tribes in Caesar's time had surrounded
themselves for security and prestige were won for agriculture.

These confederacies were becoming a menace to Rome in the 3rd century: in 276 Franks
and Almanni overran the whole of Gaul; and about this time the "limes" was finally abandoned.
Attacks on Britain by the Saxons then began in earnest and the "Litus Saxonicum" may even
commemorate their settlements as well as the defense against them.

Diocletian (284-305) and his successors Constantine (306-337), Julian and Vafentinian (364-
375) encouraged campaigns and fortification, and a frontier along the Rhine was maintained,
though Julian had to agree to a treaty allowing the Franks to settle in much of modern
Flanders. The Bastarnae in the Carpathians, know to Polybius in the 3rd century B.C. were the
advance guard of a migration of Germans to the lands between the Elbe and the Vistula that
took place about the beginning of the Christian era. By the time of Tacitus the lands
immediately across the middle Danube were occupied by the Marcomanni and the Quadi, both
scattered fragments of western Germans from the empire of Marboduus.

Tacitus' knowledge of the tribes behind these is dim, the the Burgundians and the Gotones
(the later Goths) can already be distinguished along the Warte and the Vistula. The Marcomanni
and the Quadi gave trouble to Rome under Domitian (89 and 92) and Nerva (97). In 166 they took
advantage of a plague and a Persian war to burst the frontier, penetrated into Italy itself and
were only pacified by Marcus Aurelius after a series of exhausting campaigns lasting until his
death (180). Commodus (180-192) entered into treaty with them and fortified the Danube yet
more intensively.

These tribes continued to be dangerous neighbours to the Empire, but their place as its
principal assailants was taken in the sector by the Goths, who reached the Black Sea early in.
the 3rd century and attacked the Danube frontier in 238. A succession of emperors failed to
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check their forays, which extended over Greece and Asia Minor until Claudius II, surnamed
Gothicus, defeated them in 296.

Until the time of Augustus Caesar the Romans contented themselves with defending the
Rhine boundary against tribal incursions. From that time, however, the danger steadily
increased and a great effort was made to create a buffer territory.

Under the leadership of Nero Claudius Drusus the Netherlands was conquered and annexed
(12 B.C.) and a military expedition was sent across the Weser River in the direction of the Elbe.
After the death of Dursus the Roman command was assumed by Tiberius, who placed a strong
garrison in the newly conquered region and was aided by a fleet that reached the area of what
is now Hamburg. The Roman objective, which was to make the Elbe River the boundary, was
not attained largely because of unrest and armed uprisings elsewhere in the empire. When the
campaign was resumed under the leadership of Quintilius Varus, the Romans suffered a
disastrous defeat. Three legions were ambushed and annihilated in the Teutoburg forest by a
Germanic union under the comand of Arminius, chief of the Cherusci, A.D. 9. Only sanguinary
discord among the tribal chiefs prevented a heavy counteroffensive that might have carried well
beyond the Rhine.

Later the Romans made sporadic attempts to regain a foothold to the east, but A.D. 81 the
Emperor Domitian abandoned the struggles and began construction of the "limes," a form of
Maginot Line that extended from Honningen on the Rhine to the vicinity of Regensburg on the
Danube, taking advantage of the intermediate terrain. This wall consisted of a palisade in front
of which ran a ditch some 20 feet wide. Watchtowers were erected at frequent intervals. This
fortification enabled the Romans to maintain peace for 150 years, although it was upon occasion
an uneasy one. As a result, the Celtic or Germanic tribes that were settled west of the Rhine
or south of the limes partook of the advantages of Roman culture. The garrison towers became
thriving cities — Cologne, Frier, Mainz, Bonn, Worms, Speyer, Strafibourg and Angsburg.
Indeed, virtually all the urban centers of present-day southern Germany have their origins in
this era.

*

i Ueber 'ne Biene 'anBelt als 'ne Mucke im Schlaf-
zimmer. \\ $ -
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German-American Day
Will Be Observed Oct. 6

German-Americans in cities and
small communities throughout the
U.S. will observe Oct. 6 as German
American Day with a variety of
celebrations. Oct. 6 commemorates
that date in 1683 when a group of
thirteen Mennonite families
emigrated from the dry of Krefeld,
Germany, to found Germantown,
Pennsylvania. They came to the U.S.
in search of religious freedom. Since
then more than seven million German
immigrants have entered the United
States in search of personal freedom,
socialjustice, fortune, and happiness.

A large number of political
refugees came to the U.S. following
the crushing of the 1848 revolution in
Germany. Prior to World War II ap
proximately 200,000 Germans left
their homeland and came to the U.S.
These immigrants included scientists,
artists, musicians, writers,
philosophers,doctors, actors, and ar
chitects. Following World War II
tens of thousands more sought an op

portunity for a new beginning in the
U.S.. Today there are more than sixty
million Americans of German de

scent with nearly every statehaving
some German element.

Even if the individual dreams were
not always realized, many Americans
of German descent nonetheless con
tributed significantly to the develop
ment of American culture, technol
ogy, society, and economic struc
tures. Some have gone down in his
tory as presidents, cabinet members,
generals, or business tycoons; as
Nobel prize winners, painters,
writers, scientists, musicians, actors,
athletes, or labor union leaders.
Nameless craftsmen and teachers,
fanners and factory workers, cler
gymen and businessmen have also
played a part in influencingand help
ing to shape American life.

A large number of German im
migrants came to Texas beginningin
the middle of the nineteenth century.
They were fleeing overpopulation.

land shortages, and rural economic
depression. Those who came in the
1830'susually cameby way of New
York or New Orleans. Later, in the
1840's and 1850's, they came direct
ly to Texas from German and other
Europeanports.

The first German settlements in
Texas were on the post oak prairies
and bottom lands between the Brazos
and Colorado Rivers in present Aus
tin, Colorado, Fayette, and
Washington counties. The earliest
were established in the 1830's and
early 1840's. In the mid 1840's the
German Emigration Company
founded the towns of New Braunfels
and Fredericksburg in the hill country
west of Austin and San Antonio.
Settlements were also founded in an
area south of the Guadalupe River in
Dewitt, Ooliad, and Victoria
counties, centering around Yorktown
and strung along the immigrant road
from mdianola to New Braunfels. m
addition, the cities of Galveston,
Houstonh, and San Antonio also had
large German populations. Prom
these centers groups of immigrants
moved northward and westward into
central and west Texas.

The Texas Germans established
communities, schools, churches, and
businesses of all kinds. They founded

the social and civic organizations im
portant in German-American life:
athletic clubs, hunting associations,
•ringing groups, andbands - many of
which are still alive. Just as the
German-Americans have made sig
nificant contributions to the national
scene, they have also influenced
Texas politics, business, culture, and
education. Evidences of the German
mfnKTK** can still be seen in the
ft»mea of the communities, the use of
Texan families and organizations
promoting the German language, cul
ture, history, andmusic further pride
in the German-Texanheritage of per
haps afifth ofthe state's population.
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hanges evident
in unified Germany

Most of the dreaded wall has been hacked
into tiny pieces shaped like miniature arrow
heads and packaged in small Ziploc bags.
It's all that remains of the monstrous ob
struction that when addressing a huge
throng of Berliners at the nearby Branden
burg Gate, John F. Kennedy referred to as
"the most obvious demonstration of the fail
ure of the Communist system."

The collapse of the Watt; like the opening
of a giantshiicegate,has resulted in a flood
of visitors to the newly proclaime<lCapital of
unified Germany. Most of the vistyors come
from eastern Germany and head for the
Kurfurstendamm, a boulevard of dreams for
the west's long-deprived eastern cousins.
Shops stocked

The shops along the famous street (known
affectionately as the Ku'damm) are well
stocked with every type of merchandise im
aginable, and the bright lights and crowded
cafesattract theeagervisitors likemoths to
a porch light With shopping the chief lure,
KaDeWe, the Continent's largest and most
luxurious department store, located just off
the Ku'damm, is jampacked. Soon it will be
joined byanother famous European retailer,

. when Galeries Lafayette of Paris opens a
, branch, where else but on French Street,

In what was East Berlin, the most obvious
evidence of the changes brought about by
unification can be seen in the colorful dis
plays of fruit and vegetable stands and
flower stalls that have sprung up across the
city like toadstools after a spring rain, dot
ting the landscape with vivid splashes of
color against the drab, grey background.

In the coffee shops and beer halls along
the Unter den Linden, arguments on the

. merits of UtopianSocialism and the writings
of Frederick Engels have given way to the
urgent question: "What's a joint venture?"

An even more obvious sign of the times is
the debate that rages over the fate of count
less statues of Marx, Lenin and Engels.
Judging by recent events in the former So
viet Union, it's more than a certainty they'll
come crashing down. Meanwhile, 130streets
and squares in the east section of Berlin are

in the process of undergoing a
name change.

Venturing deeper into eastern
Germany from Berlin, the Russian
presence is still obvious. Although
the hammer and sickle that once
adorned public buildings has been
removed, convoys of military vehi
cles bearing the red star still criss
cross the autobahn, and Russian
soldiers walking along the byways
and in the small towns and villages
are pervasive.

In western Germany it's no lon
ger a novelty to spot someone driv
ing along in a Mercedes talking

. into a cellular phone. In the east
only 10 percent of the population
own a telephone of any kind. As for
cars, it used to take citizens living
behind the Iron Curtain 10 years to
get a locally built Wartburg or
Trabant Today, it's possible to get
a Fiat Renault or even a Volvo in
10 hours. But most people can't af
ford one.

By Jack McGufre San Antonio, Texas
Special lo the Express-News

BERLIN — "Die Mauer," I instructed the
cab driver in phonetic Berlitz German. "Die
Mauer," I repeated, "at CheckpointCharlie."

"You Americans," he responded in perfect
English. "The first thing you want to see is
the wall Berlin has better things to see than
that ugly Wall."

It was a Saturday morning nearly five
years ago, as vivid in my memory as if it
happened yesterday.

When we arrived, I turned up the collar on
my Burberry's trench coat and, affecting my
coolest James Bond manner, approached the
American MPs. After an amiable chat with
the GIs, with my,false bravado adequately
fortified, I strolled past the sign that pro
claimed in English, Russian, French and
German, "You Are Leaving the American
Sector."

I swallowed hard against the lump in my
throat and entered the row of prefabricated
sheds that comprised Checkpoint Charlie.
Inside the labyrinth of narrow, dimly lit cor
ridors, I joined the long line of people trudg
ing through an endless series of passport and
visa checks, interrogations and paper shuf
fling. I shrugged off an underlying sense of
danger, dismissing it as nothing more than
an overactive imagination fueled by too
many Cold War novels. Yet the intimidation,
neatly wrapped in red tape, was all too real.
Grim faces

I came upon a hapless young American.
Clustered about him was a group of equally
youthful East German border guards in their
pale green uniforms with gold braid. Appar
ently, the American had lost his wallet He
had his passport, but was unable to produce
the necessary 25marks to be converted from
West to East Germany currency as the req
uisite "entrance fee."

"But you've got to let me through," he
pleaded tearfully. "I've come all this way to
meet my brother." The grim-faced soldiers
were unrelenting. "He's an officer in the
American Army," he added; to no avaiL

I offered a loan to the young man, and af
ter a further round of questions and incrimi
nations, he was allowed to proceed.

On a recent return visit to Berlin, as I cas
ually strolled across Checkpoint Charlie, I
was struck by the incredible contrast Only
an invisible line of demarcation remained,
withfew remainders ofits historical past

On the spot where American and Soviet
tanks stared down one another gun's barrels
in a menacing confrontation at the height of
the Cold War, gaudy souvenir stands have
been erected. Manned by young Turks, they
display an assortment of Soviet artifacts —
military uniforms, caps and emblems, and
even copies of the Red Army soldier's field
manual.

Trip to Potsdam
An excursion into what was the

GDR (German Democratic Re
public or East Germany) often
starts with a day trip from Berlin
to nearby Potsdam. A sightseeing
van with guide costs 60 deutsche
marie ($35) roundtrip for the six-
hour deal, just about enough time
to take in the most important
sights.

The most famous is Sans Souci
Park, a square-mile oasis domi
nated by an 18th-century palace
built for Frederick the Great as his
summer retreat Other ornate
structures strung out along garden
walks include the Neues (new)
Palace and the Chinese Teahouse.

Schloss Cecilienhof, constructed
during World War I in the style of
an English Tudor home, was the
site of the Potsdam Conference at
the end of World War II. The origi
nal rooms were occupied by war
time Allied leaders, Stalin, Chur
chill and Truman, and include a
large circular table, built in Mos
cow, where the Aug. 2,1945,agree
ment was actually signed.

In every town visited in eastern
Germany, each with a different
guide, the same phrase is repeated
over and over again: "Heavily
damaged during the war." In the
case of Dresden, it would be more
accurate to say,"blastedto bits."

Dresden resident Hannelore
Klepzig, 11years old at the time of
the Allied air raid of Feb. 13,1945,
recalls the tragic event Awakened
by what sounded like distant thun
der, she found her mother peering
out the window. "Come quickly
and look, liebling," she said to her
daughter. "Dresden is burning to
night"
Fire storm

The raid, reported to have been
carried out on the direct orders of
Churchill in revenge for Nazi
bomber and rocket attacks on Lon
don and Coventry, gets scant men
tion in the British wartime prime
minister's memoirs, "Triumph and
Tragedy." The only reference to
the devastating raid is this:
"Throughout January and Febru
ary, our bombers continued to at
tack, and we made a heavy raid in
the latter month on Dresden."

The "heavy raid" rained phos
phorus bombs down on Dresden
with such fury it created a raging
fire storm. Kurt Vonnegut de
scribed it in his novel, "Slaughter
house-Five": "Dresden was one big
flame. The one flame ate every
thing organic, everything that
would burn."

So complete was the destruc
tion, it took six years from the time
the war ended just to remove the
rubble. Even today, although it is
almost completely rebuilt Dresden
still bears the scars from the horri-
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fying ordeal that leveled the city
and snuffed out the lives of 35.000
men, women and children.

One of Europe's prime cultural
centers before the war, Dresden is
slowly regaining some of its for
mer glory. A city of museums,
monuments, cathedrals and an
cient architecture, its famed Sem
per Opera House was finally re
opened in 1985.

But Dresden's most prized trea
sure is Zwinger, an impressive
complex of baroque galleries, mu
seums and pavilions constructedof
gray sandstone between 1709 and
1732, and enhanced by an over
whelming array of statuary, ugly
gargoyles, plump cherubs, tritons
and nymphs.

Although most American tour
ists associate Dresden with the
world-famous china that bears its
name, the product is actually man
ufactured in nearby Meissen. A
workshop, with artisans demon
strating the step-by-step creation
of the familiar blue-and-white por
celain, is featured, along with a
museum and sales shop. I bought
the least expensive item I could
find, a small dish for 75DM (about
$43). A tea service I admired (but
onlybriefly) was pricedat 2.568DM
(more than $1,500).
Few tourists

Leipzig, the second largest city
in the east is hardly overrun with
tourists. More people seem to be
trying to get out than in. But it's
worth a visit if only to get a
glimpse of what life must have
been like, locked in the frozen
embrace of the Cold War for 40
years.

Formerly a historic cultural
center, Leipzig hasbeenintimately
associated with such famous his
torical figures as Bach, Schiller,
Goethe, Liszt Schumann and Wag
ner. But if a renaissance is in the
works, it will have to wait. With a
half century of problems to sort
ourt, Leipzig, still dealing with a
squalid past has put the future on
hold.

At St Thomas Church, where
Johann Sebastian Bach served as
choirmaster for the last 25years of
hislife, organ concerts of hiswork
arestillperformed regularly.

I was particularly intrigued by
the newly opened Stasi Museum.
Here, official papers, parapherna
lia, exhibits and photo displays il
lustrate the reign of terror of the
dreaded East German secret ser
vice and the legion of informers
who worked with them.

A more fascinating, albeit gro
tesque sight not listed in any
guidebook, is located not too. far
out of town.

What at first appears tcrbe a lu
nar wasteland is a great gaping,
manmade crater; a lignite strip
mining site, extending as far as the

Jeder Hafen flndet seinen Deckel.

Every pot has its lid.

187eye can see. The soft brown coal
first extracted here in 1937 was
converted to chemical and petrol
products to drive Hitler's Nazi war
machine. The legacy of der. Fuh-
rer's war years is still used today
in many homes and factories in
eastern Germany, with a byprod
uct that's spewed out as a noxious
yellow smoke that poisons the at
mosphere.

How to plug this environmental
catastrophe, no one knows.

Meanwhile, the mining contin
ues, a stop-gap expediency in the
cash-strapped economyof the one
time Germany Democratic Repub
lic.

Where does it all end?
According to one local govern

ment official, "East Germany is a
generation away from catching up
with the West" Even as he spoke,
my eyes fixed upon a poster adver
tisinga bungee-jumping event

Bungee-jumping? In Leipzig?
Can mobile phones, Big Macs

and MTV be far behind?

IF YOU GO: For more informa
tion see your travel agent or write
the German National Tourist Of
fice 122 E. 42nd St, 52nd Floor,
New York, N.Y., 10168-0072; (212)
661-7200.

Jack McGuire is a Chicago-area
based travel writer/broadcaster.

Jeder 1st seines Gluckes Schmled.

Every man is the architect of his own fortune.

Jeder 1st sich selbst der Nachste.

Charity beings at home.

Jeder macht's wle er's versteht.

Everyone acts according to his understanding of it.

Jeder Tag hat seine Plage.

Sufficient for the day is the evil thereof.

T
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Jedes Tlerchen hat sein Plaslerchen.

Every man to his taste. J3
£
a
a

Jeder Vogel slngt wle ihm der Schnabel gewachsen 1st.

Every bird is known by its song. E

Jeder Vorteil gilt.

All's fair in love and war.

Jedes Ding wahrt seine Zelt.

Every dog has his day.

«
u
o
a
o

Jugend hat keine Tugend. *

Boys will be boys. ^
You can't put an old head on young shoulders. £

Jung gefrelt hat neimand gereut.

Happy the wooing that's not long in doing.

JO
9

Silesia's saintly duchessr6 SI HEPWIG

Children's Story Hour
Janaan Mantemaeh

© Cttftofc Mows Sftvfeo

Eight hundred years ago a
remarkable woman lived in the land
of Silesia. Her name was Hedwig.
She was'duchess of SHesta.
'"Silesia is a beautiful region of
Eastern Europe. The Oder River
flows gentlythrough itsbroad valleys
framed by highmountains. Silesiato
day reaches into Germany. Czecho
slovakia and Poland.

Silesia wasjust as beautiful when
Hedwig wasborn in 1174. Her father
was a count, a man of power and
wealth. Her parents arranged an
excellent education for her at near

by Kitzingen. In thosedays, fewgirls
had a chance to go to school.

Her parents alsoarranged hermar
riage.\bung people back then were
not free to marry whomever they
wished. Hedwig was 12 when she
marrieda young nobleman 18years
old named Henry. His father was
duke of Silesia.

Hedwig and Henry sharedsimilar
valuesand tried to live good, Chris
tianlives.Hedwig soongave birthto
the first of their seven children.

In 1202Henry's fatherdied and he
becamedukeof Silesia. Hedwig, now

a duchess,took an activepartin the
government.

She showed much wisdom and
courage. People admiredheras much
forhergoodness as forher political
stalls.

Hedwigand Henrycaredaboutthe
well-teing of those they governed.
They founded hospitals. They alsoset
up new monasteries and restored old
ones as centers of Christian life and
education.

Hedwig was responsible for
building the first monastery for
women in Silesia. She also brought
in members of the Franciscan and

Dominican religious orders to nur
ture the Catholic faithof the people.

Unfortunately, two of the couple's
children — Henry and Conrad —
brought much sorrow to them, go
ing to war against each other over
partof the territoryofSilesia. It was
a violent age. Wars, especially over
power and land, were common.

Duke Henry had to go to war in
029 because of a land dispute.
Henry won the war, but his enemies
captured him by surprise while he
was praying in a church.

Hedwig came to his rescue. She
impressed Henry's enemies so much
that her peace offers were accepted
and her husband was released.

Henry and Hedwig governed

Silesia unci he

died m 1238.
After his death,
Hedwig decid
ed to move into

the monastery
for women

which she had
urgedHenryto
boild years earlier.

Hedwig lived atthemonastery, but
did not become a nun. She used her
wealth andpossessions to helpneedy
people. Herkindness toall,together
with her gentle strengthand prayer
ful life, attracted peopleof all kinds
to her.

Many who knew Hedwig consi
deredhera saintlongbeforeshedied
in 1243. Ripe Clement IV canonized
her m Q67.

>r»
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FOLLOWING A 12S YEAR OLD MURDER

by
Ton Call

Not too long ago I read "The Cypress and Other Writings of a German
Pioneer in Texas" by Hermann Seele . For those of you who are not history
buffs, Hermann was the first school teacher in New Braunfels and a prominent
member of the First Protestant Church and the city of New Braunfels throughout
his life. Fortunately for us he also wrote some interesting short stories
about the life and times of early German pioneers. Two of the short stories
especially peeked my Interest. The first was about a wedding between
Friederike Hoeschen and Carl Riebeling in 1854. The second was about the
murder of Chrlstoph Hoeschen, Friederike's father the following year.

It seems that Carl, Friederike and Johanna Hoeschen, the wife of Chrlstoph
had conspired to kill him with an axe or similar instrument, then tried to get
him burled without any suspicion of murder. It didn't work and the trio got 9
years in the state pen. The murder weapon was never found but then in that day
it apparently wasn't Important. Well, for some reason this story peeked my
imagination and on October 1, 1989, I decided to follow up and see if I could
find out exactly where these people lived.

In Seele's story about the wedding he had told of his stroll to the
Hoeschen homestead. He described the house as being on the Comal Creek about
one half mile north of town. Hy first step was to visit the Comal County
Clerk's office. Charlotte Boyd one of our Society members works there and was,
as usual, extremely helpful. Unfortunately, Comal County was not-estab 1ished
until after Chrlstoph Hoeschen had been deeded the land by Prince Carl Solma-
Braunfels. Records, if any, would be In the Bexar County Clerks office in San
Antonio. As I was leaving, trying to decide what to do next, I hit on the idea
that since Chrlstoph was dead maybe probate court records would have some
information on the subject. Bonanza!

Within the next two hours I read 16 separate entries pertaining to
Chrlstoph Hoeschen's estate which, by the way was spelled In the German
spelling as Hoesgen. The entries were dated from September 24, 1855 when
Valentine Sipple was named administrator for the estate to November 29, 1856
when the last of the estate was sold and Sipple was discharged. In the interim
were inventories of personal items to be sold and personal items belonging to
Carl, Friederike and Johanna which were not to be part of the estate. Host
importantly to me were the lot numbers of two acre lots, the farm lot where the
murder took place and a second one across the Comal from it. Acre lots were
the lots, of approximately 10 acres that Prince Carl had offered the first
settlers of New Braunfels, along with a town lot of approximately one half
acre. Sip:le requested and received permission of the court to sell acre lot
124 to Friedrich Voges for *176.00

Earlier Sipple had petitioned the court for permission to sell some of
Johanna's personal property and to lease the homestead, acre lot t 156 to help
pay debts of the Estate. Johanna's lawyer, Judge H.A. Dooley interceded on her
behalf and the petition was turned down. However, I now had the lot number of
the property so finding it on the ground would be easy. Wrong! The records in
the County Court Clerks office were not organized that way. We could find no
records pertaining to lot t 156. I was stymied, but decided I would have to go
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to Bexar County to see what they had. At that point Charlotte suggested that I
visit the Comal County Title Co., the oldest title company in New Braunfels. I
talked to Carol Goe there and she was able to not only show me their large wall
map which included the property but copies of the deeds where Johanna had sold
the property to H.A. Dooley on February 20, 1856 and he in turn sold it to
Joseph Locke a couple of months later. It turns out that the lot is still farm
land although it is in the middle of town.

Now 1 knew where the property was, all I had to do was find out who the
current owner was so I could obtain permission to look around. There is a
house on the farm and, although It appears to be farther off the road than the
piece of property I am Interested in, the access road crosses the property. I
visited the farm, passing some formidable "POSTED" and NO TRESPASSING" signs to
nervously knock on the back door. There were cars in the carport and garage so
1 expected to find someone home. No one answered. I tried a side door and
finally the front door. Huslc came from inside but no one came to the door.
Not wishing to be shot or even shot at I retreated to my car and with much
fanfare wrote a note explaining what 1 looking for. 1 put enough In about the
murder, I thought, to Interest the reader. Again I approached the front door
and attached the note to the screen. Well, if the reader of the note was
interested, he of she is waiting for the rest to come our in paper back because
I have heard nothing from them.

Since 1 received no response my next move was to find out who owned the
property, whereupon I proceeded back to the County Clerk's Office. Wrong
again!, try the County Assessor's Office. When I arrived at the Assessor's
office a very pleasant lady approached and I explained that 1 was looking for
the owner of a piece of property. She asked if I had a legal and 1 being very
"quick?" thought she wanted some court order authorizing me to obtain the
information. After I went through my lengthy explanation of what I was doing
she smiled and said "1 can't find the property in question without a legal
description of it." She suggested that I visit the Comal County Appraisers
office where 1 could pin-point the property in question on the map and they
could give me the legal description of it. Then I could bring it back to her
and she could find the owner. Feeling a little sheepish after my show of
intellect and expertise In legal matters I was glad to retreat for even a
little while.

Hy visit to the Comal County Appraisal District Office went much better.
Not only did 1 ask the right questions but the lady showed me the maps, I
selected the property and she was able to tell me who the owners were. 1
didn't have to go back to the Tax Office. 1 immediately visited the owners
place of business whereupon I went through the story of the murder again. He
was unaware of the events and was interested to hear the story. I left him a
copy of the map 1 had roughly copied from the Comal County Title Co.'s wall and
was given permission to walk around the property. A few days later I did just
that.

I visited the plot and found an old shed about 30 feet by 20 feet
adjoining a one room house. The design and construction of the buildings
indicated they were much later vintage than I was interested in so I continued
to look. It is hard to Imagine how primitive an area In the center of town can
be. I frightened a deer as 1 approached the old buildings and there are sighs
of all kinds of wildlife. With all of the old lumber, dead logs etc. laying
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around it la an ideal place for snakes and the thickets of thorny trees make it
tough to look for snakes while not getting the shirt ripped off of your back or
worse. I looked around for awhile and found a burned out building, also
probably late 1800's, and several areas where limestone had been laid as a
porch or walkway. Perhaps even some foundation blocks. Feeling pretty good
about this find and running out of nerve 1 decided to quit for the day at
least.

I mentioned earlier that the property had been purchased from H.A. Dooley
by Joseph Locke. I had met a Hr. Otto Locke when I first came to New Braunfels
and visited his nursery for supplies. He had told me at that at one time his
family had owned almost all the property along the Comal Creek from the springs
to the rock quarry and operated one of the largest nurseries in Texas. I
decided to visit Hr. Locke and inquire if he knew anything about the property.
Did he!, the property was the Locke homestead and Otto had been born there. He
had heard that a murder had taken place on the creek there but was unfamiliar
with the details. He told me that his brother who had maintained a nursery on

that site had built a shed and a one room office. Hore importantly, closer to
the creek and in an area where I have not looked the Lockes had about five

buildings Including a large home. That is almost sure to have obliterated the
Hoeschen homestead ruins as it appears to have been built on the same spot.
When winter sets In and the snakes are all snug In their holes 1 plan to go
there and look a little closer.

1 next visited the District Court Clerk's Office to see If there was any
information on the murder. I once again told ay story to a very Interested
Virginia Terry. She was able to find the journal entry summarizing the
indictment of the three and subsequently their trial. With the help of Hark
Hault who retrieved the case file from the attic I was able to read the 125

year old testimony. I had heard that Seele was more novelist than historian so

was glad to confirm the facts were essentially as he had stated them. 1 copied
three receipts from the State Penitentiary to Sheriff Ulrick for the prisoners
and am going to try to find out what happened to them. For me the research is
most Interesting and fun as you meet such friendly and helpful people along the
way. I'll get back to you later with more details.

1. Seele, Hermann, The Cypress and other Writings of a German Pioneer in
Texas,Translated by Edward C. Breitenkamp, University of Texas Press, Austin
and London, 1979

DEUTSCHE SCHRIFT /JtMiffr VfrfL
Expert Translation or Transcription

of

Handwritten German Documents

Alfred Brueckner

960 Enclno Drive New Braunfels, 78132
Phone 62S-5206

Rate: by the Job.

GTHS "The Journal" Year 1992 Vol. 14 (XIV) No. 3 (Fall)

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society



Th
eG

rue
ne

Sc
en

e
Wh

im
sy,

wa
ter

po
we

rh
isto

ric
hci

iiil
et

S
O

M
E

SM
AL

L
se

ttl
em

en
ts

gr
ow

up
ov

er
th

e
d

ec
ad

es
,

o
v

er
th

e
ce

n
tu

ri
es

,
an

d
b

e
c
o

m
e

sp
ra

w
li

n
g

,
ro

b
u

st
ci

ti
es

—
ho

m
e

of
sk

ys
cr

ap
er

s,
in

te
rt

w
in

in
g

ex
pr

es
sw

ay
s,

m
as

s
tr

an
si

t
sy

st
em

s,
w

it
h

al
l

th
e

pl
ea

su
re

s
an

d
pr

ob
le

m
s

th
at

at
te

nd
th

e
co

n
gr

eg
at

io
n

of
a

m
ill

io
n

or
m

or
e

in
ha

bi
ta

nt
s.

S
o

m
e

se
tt

le
m

en
ts

re
ac

h
a

ce
rt

ai
n

p
o

in
t

in
th

ei
r

gr
ow

th
an

d
se

em
to

st
ag

na
te

.
A

n
d

so
m

e
d

o
n

't
m

a
k

e
it

a
t

al
l.

T
h

ey
w

it
h

e
r

a
n

d
ro

t
a
n

d
d

ie
.

T
h

en
th

er
e

is
G

ru
en

e,
T

ex
as

,
ju

st
ac

ro
ss

th
e

G
u

ad
al

u
p

e
R

iv
er

an
d

a
fe

w
st

o
n

e
sk

ip
s

n
o

rt
h

o
f

N
e
w

B
ra

u
n

fe
ls

.
G

ru
e
n

e
d

o
e
s
n

't
se

em
to

fi
t

in
to

an
y

n
o

rm
al

p
at

te
rn

.
T

h
e

h
is

to
ri

c
li

tt
le

to
w

n
—

w
h

ic
h

n
o

w
is

a
p

ar
t

of
N

ew
B

ra
un

fe
ls

—
h

as
p

ro
b

ab
ly

st
ar

tle
d

m
o

re
th

an
a

fe
w

p
eo

p
le

o
u

t
fo

r
a

le
i

su
re

ly
S

un
da

y
dr

iv
e.

T
h

e
tr

ip
n

o
rt

h
on

In
te

rs
ta

te
35

is
fa

ir
ly

ro
ut

in
e,

of
fe

ri
ng

th
e

ex
p

ec
te

d
si

gh
ts

an
d

ex
p

er
ie

n
ce

s
of

hi
gh

w
ay

tr
av

el
,

an
d

th
e

sh
o

rt
tr

ek
no

rt
h

al
o

n
g

Fa
rm

R
oa

d
30

6
h

o
ld

s
n

o
re

al
su

rp
ri

se
s.

B
u

t
th

e
n

c
o

m
e
s

a
le

ft
tu

rn
a
t

th
e

fi
rs

t
re

d
lig

ht
,

an
d

th
e

ne
go

ti
at

io
n

of
on

e
or

tw
o

g
en

tle
cu

rv
es

,
an

d
su

d
d

en
ly

it
se

em
s

as
if

th
e

jo
u

rn
ey

n
o

t
on

ly
ha

s
le

d
to

an
o

th
er

p
la

ce
,

b
u

t
to

a
n

o
th

e
r

ti
m

e
.

W
e
lc

o
m

e
to

G
ru

e
n

e
—

a
to

w
n

th
a
t

c
a
m

e
aw

fu
lly

cl
os

e
to

de
at

h,
b

u
tw

ou
ld

n'
t

di
e.

W
e

m
ad

e
th

e
sh

or
t

tr
ip

re
ce

nt
ly

to
th

is
hi

st
or

ic
as

so
rt

m
en

t
of

re
st

au
ra

nt
s,

an
ti

q
u

e
st

or
es

,
sp

ec
ia

lt
y

sh
op

s,
an

d
bu

si
ne

ss
es

re

la
te

d
to

re
cr

ea
ti

o
n

al
o

n
g

th
e

G
u

ad
al

u
p

e
R

iv
er

,
w

hi
ch

sl
ic

es
th

ro
u

g
h

th
e

b
ac

k
p

ar
t

of
to

w
n

.

O
u

r
fi

rs
t

st
o

p
w

as
at

th
e

of
fi

ce
of

M
ar

y
Ja

ne
N

al
le

y,
w

h
o

w
as

o
n

e
of

th
e

p
eo

p
le

w
h

o
p

it
ch

ed
in

to
sa

v
e

th
e

to
w

n
al

m
o

st
tw

o
d

e
c

ad
es

ag
o.

W
e

th
o

u
g

h
t

w
e

w
o

u
ld

b
ru

sh
up

on
th

e
hi

st
or

y
of

G
ru

en
e

—
it'

s
p

ro
n

o
u

n
ce

d
lik

e
th

e
co

lo
r

g
re

en
—

b
ef

o
re

w
e

se
t

o
u

t
to

ex
p

lo
re

th
e

to
w

n.

M
a
ry

Ja
n

e
a
n

d
P

at
M

o
la

k
,

a
fr

ie
n

d
a
n

d
b

u
s

in
es

s
p

ar
tn

er
w

h
o

w
as

al
so

in
st

ru
m

en
ta

l
in

th
e

G
ru

en
e

ca
m

p
ai

g
n

,
o

w
n

so
m

e
of

th
e

bu
si

ne
ss

es
,

so
m

e
of

th
e

bu
il

di
ng

s
an

d
m

u
ch

o
f

th
e

la
n

d
in

th
e

o
ld

to
w

n
.

It
is

ea
rl

y
in

th
e

m
o

rn
in

g
w

h
en

w
e

ar
ri

ve
,

an
d

w
e

fi
nd

a
p

ar
k

in
g

p
la

ce
in

th
e

sh
ad

e
of

a
tr

e
e
.

T
h

e
st

o
ry

o
f

G
ru

en
e

h
as

b
ee

n
to

ld
o

ft
en

by
ne

w
sp

ap
er

s
an

d
m

ag
az

in
es

,
an

d
bi

ts
an

d
p

ie
ce

s
of

th
e

st
or

y
ca

n
b

e
fo

u
n

d
o

n
hi

st
or

ic
pl

aq
ue

s
an

d
m

ar
ke

rs
sc

at
te

re
d

th
ro

ug
ho

ut
th

e
a
re

a
.

B
ut

ou
r

fi
rs

t
qu

es
ti

on
to

M
ar

y
Ja

ne
co

n
ce

rn
s

so
m

et
hi

ng
w

e
ha

ve
no

t
re

ad
be

fo
re

.
W

e
ha

ve
he

ar
d

th
at

so
m

et
im

es
w

ea
lt

hy
p

eo
pl

e
co

m
e

to
G

ru
en

e
by

he
li

co
pt

er
,

ju
st

to
di

ne
at

th
e

G
ri

st
M

ill
R

es
ta

ur
an

t
ov

er
lo

ok
in

g
th

e
ri

ve
r

an
d

pe
rh

ap
s

to
br

ow
se

th
ro

ug
h

so
m

e
of

th
e

sh
op

s.
M

ar
y

Ja
ne

k
n

o
w

s
th

e
st

or
y.

S
h

e
sa

ys
th

e
he

li
co

pt
er

s
w

ou
ld

la
nd

in
a

gr
as

sy
ar

ea
ac

ro
ss

th
e

st
re

et
fr

om
G

ru
en

e
H

al
l,

pr
o-

T
om

m
y

W
e
st

S
O

U
T

H
T

E
X

A
S

S
P

IR
IT

C
ru

en
e

o
n

ce
w

as
cl

o
se

to
d

ea
th

,b
u

t
ha

s
fo

u
n

d
n

ew
li

fe
as

a
h

is
to

ri
c

as
so

rt
m

en
t
o

fr
es

ta
u

ra
n

ts
,

an
ti

qu
e

st
or

es
,s

pe
ci

al
ty

sh
op

s
an

d
bu

si
ne

ss
es

re
la

te
d

to
re

cr
ea

ti
on

al
on

g
th

e
G

ua
da

lu
pe

R
iv

er
.

c
la

im
e
d

to
b

e
th

e
o

ld
e
st

d
a
n

c
e

h
al

l
in

T
e
x

a
s.

B
ut

M
ar

y
Ja

n
e

sa
ys

th
e
re

h
av

e
b

ee
n

n
o

he
li

co
pt

er
vi

si
to

rs
in

th
e

pa
st

fi
ve

ye
ar

s
or

so
—

sh
e

th
in

ks
th

e
ec

o
n

o
m

y
m

ay
ha

ve
co

n
vi

nc
ed

th
e

p
eo

p
le

to
se

le
ct

a
le

ss
ex

pe
ns

iv
e

m
ea

ns
of

tr
av

el
,

or
to

gr
ab

a
bi

te
a

bi
t

cl
os

er
to

h
o

m
e
.

S
h

e
te

lls
us

th
er

e
is

so
m

e
ir

on
y

ab
o

u
t

w
he

re
th

e
he

li
co

pt
er

s
la

nd
ed

.
It

is
th

e
sa

m
e

ge
ne

ra
l

ar
ea

w
h

er
e

fa
rm

er
s

p
ar

k
ed

th
ei

r
w

ag
o

n
s

an
d

bu
gg

ie
s

w
h

en
th

ey
b

ro
u

g
h

t
th

e
ir

fa
m

il
ie

s
to

G
ru

e
n

e
a

h
u

n
d

re
d

o
r

m
o

re
y

e
a
rs

a
g

o
.

T
h

e
to

w
n

w
as

fo
u

n
d

ed
in

th
e

ea
rl

y
18

70
s

by
H

.D
.

G
ru

en
e,

th
e

so
n

of
G

er
m

an
im

m
i

gr
an

ts
,

w
h

o
bu

ilt
G

ru
en

e
H

al
l,

a
re

si
de

nc
e,

a H

GTHS "The Journal" Year 1992 Vol. 14 (XIV) No. 3 (Fall)

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society



ge
ne

ra
l

st
or

e
an

d
a

co
tt

on
gi

n.
T

he
gi

n
w

as
po

w
er

ed
by

th
e

w
at

er
so

ft
he

G
ua

da
lu

pe
.

Fa
rm

er
s,

w
ho

te
nd

ed
co

tt
on

cr
op

s
on

la
nd

ow
ne

d
by

H
.D

.
G

ru
en

e,
w

ou
ld

co
m

e
to

to
w

n
fo

r
su

pp
li

es
an

d
a

li
tt

le
fu

n,
ar

ri
vi

ng
on

Fr
id

ay
af

te
rn

oo
n

an
d

re
m

ai
ni

ng
un

til
Su

n
da

y
af

te
rn

oo
n,

M
ar

yJ
an

es
ay

s.
O

n
Sa

tu
rd

ay
ni

gh
ts

,
sm

al
l

ch
il

dr
en

w
er

e
b

ed
d

ed
d

o
w

n
in

si
d

e
ro

o
m

s
o

f
th

e
d

a
n

ce
ha

ll,
w

he
re

th
ey

sl
ep

t
aw

ay
as

th
e

ol
de

r
fo

lk
s

pa
rt

ie
d

an
d

da
nc

ed
.

"T
h

ey
w

o
u

ld
ac

tu
al

ly
da

nc
e

al
l

ni
gh

t,"
M

ar
y

Ja
ne

te
ll

s
us

.
"T

he
y

w
ou

ld
ha

ve
co

ff
ee

on
th

e.
st

o
ve

in
a

bi
g

w
as

h
ba

rr
el

.
O

n
Su

nd
ay

,
th

ey
w

ou
ld

go
to

ch
ur

ch
.

T
he

y
w

ou
ld

ta
ke

a
na

p
o

n
S

u
n

d
a

y
af

te
rn

oo
n,

a
n

d
th

en
th

ey
w

ou
ld

go
ba

ck
ho

m
e.

"

G
ru

e
n

e
w

a
s

al
iv

e,
a

n
d

se
em

ed
qu

it
e

w
el

l,
in

th
o

se
ea

rl
y

da
ys

.
A

nd
it

re
m

a
in

ed
he

al
th

y
w

el
l

in
to

th
e

n
e
x
t

ce
n

tu
ry

.
H

.D
.

G
ru

e
n

e
d

ie
d

in
1

9
2

0
.

W
h

e
n

th
e

b
o

ll
w

e
e
v
il

ar
ri

ve
d

a
fe

w
ye

ar
s

la
te

r
to

ra
va

ge
th

e
cr

op
s,

fo
ll

ow
ed

qu
ic

kl
y

by
th

e
G

re
at

D
ep

re
s

si
on

,
it

se
em

ed
th

e
to

w
n

w
a

s
d

o
o

m
e
d

.
A

n
d

,
in

d
ee

d
,

G
ru

en
e

b
e

ga
n

to
di

e.
H

o
m

e
s

a
n

d
b

u
si

n
e
ss

e
s

w
er

e
a

b
a

n
d

o
n

ed
,

a
n

d
o

n
e

b
a

d
th

in
g

le
d

to
an

ot
he

r,
u

n
ti

l
G

ru
en

e
w

as
a

vi
rt

ua
lg

ho
st

to
w

n
.

A
b

o
u

t
al

l
th

a
t

w
a

s
le

ft
—

le
ft

al
iv

e,
th

at
is

—
w

as
[

G
ru

e
n

e
H

al
l.

T
h

e
c
ro

w
d

s
an

d
th

e
da

nc
in

g
pr

et
ty

m
u

ch
va

ni
sh

ed
,

b
u

t
a

th
ir

st
y

pe
r

so
n

co
ul

d
st

il
lg

et
a

be
er

.
"
W

e
h

a
ve

n
't

fo
un

d
an

y
e
v
id

e
n

c
e

th
a

t
it

e
v
e
r

d
o

se
d

,"
M

ar
y

Ja
ne

te
ll

s
us

.
T

h
en

,
in

th
e

ea
rl

y
19

70
s,

w
h

a
t

re
m

ai
ne

d
of

th
e

to
w

n
|

fa
ce

d
pe

rh
ap

s
it

s
m

os
t

se
ri

o
u

s
th

re
a

t
o

f
ex

ti
n

ct
io

n
.

D
e

ve
lo

pe
rs

fr
om

A
us

ti
n

pu
r

ch
as

ed
th

e
to

w
n

an
d

ad
jo

in
in

g
pr

op
er

ty
,

w
it

h
pl

an
s

to
co

ns
tr

uc
t

a
su

bd
iv

is
io

n.
T

he
pl

an
s

in
cl

ud
ed

co
nd

om
in

i
um

s
ov

er
lo

ok
in

g
th

e
ri

ve
r,

w
h

e
re

th
e

G
ri

st
M

il
l

a
n

d
th

e
I

ol
d

w
at

er
to

w
er

no
w

st
an

d.
I

B
ut

o
th

er
fo

rc
es

a
ls

o
'

ca
m

e
in

to
pl

ay
.

A
rc

h
it

ec
t

C
hi

p
K

au
fm

an
w

as
do

in
g

re
se

ar
ch

on
th

e
ol

d
bu

il
di

ng
s

of
G

ru
en

e
fo

r
th

e
T

ex
a

s
H

is
to

ri
ca

l
C

o
m

m
is

si
o

n
.

B
u

si
n

es
sm

a
n

B
il

l
G

a
l

la
gh

er
w

as
lo

ok
in

g
fo

r
a

pl
ac

e
to

m
a

ke
T

ex
as

w
in

es
.

S
to

c
k
b

ro
k
e
r

P
at

M
o

la
k

w
as

lo
ok

in
g

fo
r

an
ol

d
ta

ve
rn

to
bu

y.
K

a
u

fm
a

n
c
o

n
v
in

c
e
d

th
e

de
ve

lo
pe

rs
to

m
od

if
y

th
ei

r
pl

an
s

—
to

sp
ar

e
th

e
re

-;
m

ai
ni

ng
ol

d
st

ru
ct

ur
es

fr
om

d
em

o
li

ti
o

n
,

a
n

d
in

st
ea

d
re

cr
ui

t
pe

op
le

to
es

ta
bl

is
h

n
ew

bu
si

ne
ss

es
in

th
e

bu
il

di
ng

s.
G

al
la

gh
er

se
le

ct
ed

o
n

e
of

th
e

ol
d

bu
il

di
ng

s
as

th
e

si
te

fo
r

hi
s

w
in

er
y.

A
n

d
he

to
ld

M
o

la
k

a
b

o
u

t
G

ru
e
n

e
H

al
l.

M
ol

ak
b

o
u

g
h

ti
t.

T
h

en
M

o
la

k
a

n
d

M
ar

y
Ja

ne
N

al
le

y,
hi

s
gi

rl
fr

ie
nd

at
th

e
ti

m
e,

c
a

m
e

to
G

ru
en

e.
It

w
a

s
th

e
m

id
-1

9
7

0
s

—
ju

st
ab

ou
t

a
hu

nd
re

d
ye

ar
s

a
ft

e
r

H
.D

.
G

ru
e
n

e
c
a

m
e

to
to

w
n

.

A
n

d
th

e
o

ld
to

w
n

w
a

s
b

e
gi

nn
in

g
to

sh
ow

si
gn

s
of

li
fe

.
A

ga
in

.
O

th
er

s
jo

in
ed

th
e

ef
fo

rt
—

w
h

e
n

th
e

w
a

te
r

to
w

e
r

w
as

fa
ci

ng
de

m
ol

it
io

n,
so

m
e

re
gu

la
r

cu
st

om
er

s
fro

m
*

G
ru

en
e

H
al

l
jo

in
ed

in
th

e
ba

tt
le

w
it

h
P

at
a

n
d

M
ar

y
Ja

ne
to

ra
is

e
m

o
n

ey
an

d
sa

ve
it

M
ar

y
Ja

ne
an

d
P

at
ac

qu
ir

ed
20

ac
re

s
of

th
e

to
w

n
si

te
a

n
d

re
b

u
il

t
th

e
to

w
n

"
a

pi
ec

e
at

a
ti

m
e"

"I
t

w
a

s
an

ev
o

lv
em

en
t,

"
sh

e
sa

ys
.

T
od

ay
,

M
ar

y
Ja

ne
ca

ll
s

th
e

to
w

n
"a

hi
st

or
ic

,
o

u
td

o
o

r
m

a
ir

w
h

o
se

25
o

r
so

b
u

si
ne

ss
es

ar
e

vi
si

te
d

b
y

as
m

an
y

as
25

0,
00

0
pe

op
le

a
y
e
a

r.

M
a

ry
Ja

ne
sa

ys
sh

e
an

d
P

at
,

co
rp

o
ra

te
p

a
rt

n
er

s
n

o
w

,
try

to
ke

ep
th

e
ol

d
bu

ild
in

gs
do

se
to

th
ei

r
or

ig
in

al
co

nd
i

ti
on

,
an

d
th

ey
tr

y
to

re
cr

ui
t

te
n

a
n

ts
to

o
p

er
a

te
th

e
b

u
si

ne
ss

es
w

ho
pl

an
to

st
ay

aw
hi

le
.

A
no

th
er

go
al

is
to

m
ai

nt
ai

n
a

pr
op

er
m

ix
o

f
bu

si
ne

ss
es

—
no

t
ha

vi
ng

to
o

m
an

y
T

-s
hi

rt
sh

op
s,

fo
r

in
st

an
ce

,s
h

e
sa

ys
.

O
ur

ch
at

w
it

h
M

ar
y

Ja
ne

en
d

s,
a

n
d

w
e

re
al

iz
e

th
a

t
w

e
h

a
ve

co
ve

re
d

m
o

re
th

a
n

a
hu

nd
re

d
ye

ar
s

of
hi

st
or

y
in

an
h

o
u

r
a

n
d

a
ha

lf
.

B
u

t
a

n
h

o
u

r
a

n
d

a
h

a
lf

is
an

h
o

u
r

an
d

a
ha

lf
,

a
n

d
w

e
n

ee
d

a
cu

p
o

fc
o

ff
ee

.
M

ar
y

Ja
ne

sa
ys

th
ey

d
o

n
't

ke
ep

co
ff

ee
in

th
e

of
fi

ce
,

b
e

c
a

u
se

n
o

o
n

e
d

ri
n

k
s

it
S

h
e

re
c
o

m
m

e
n

d
s

th
e

G
ru

e
n

e
G

en
er

al
St

or
e,

ju
st

ac
ro

ss
th

e
s
tr

e
e
t

W
e

se
t

o
u

t
to

ge
t

so
m

e
co

ff
ee

an
d

ex
pl

or
e

th
is

li
ve

ly
o

ld
to

w
n

.
T

h
e

G
ru

e
n

e
G

en
er

a
l

S
to

re
is

li
ke

a
lo

t
o

f
o

th
er

b
u

si
n

e
ss

e
s

in
th

is
to

w
n

.
P

o
st

ed
on

th
e

fr
on

t
of

.t
he

bu
il

di
ng

a
n

d
o

n
th

e
w

a
ll

s
in

si
d

e
a

re
si

gn
s

an
d

sl
og

an
s

an
d

ad
ve

r
ti

se
m

en
ts

fr
om

th
e

p
a

st
S

o
m

e
of

th
e

m
es

sa
ge

s
se

em
to

b
e

au
th

en
tic

,
so

m
e

se
em

to
be

sim
pl

y
hu

m
or

ou
s,

an
d

so
m

e
ar

e
pr

ob
ab

ly
b

o
th

.
O

n
e

si
gn

on
th

e
fr

on
t

o
f

th
e

st
or

e
st

at
es

:
"N

o
be

gg
ar

s
or

pe
dd

le
rs

al
lo

w
ed

."
A

n
o

th
er

w
ar

ns
:

"S
pi

tt
in

g
o

n
si

de
w

al
k

pr
oh

ib
it

ed
."

W
e

su
sp

ec
t

th
a

t
so

m
e
o

n
e

in
ve

n
te

d
th

e
m

es
sa

ge
on

an
ot

he
r

si
gn

,
ju

st
fo

r
la

ug
hs

.
"C

h
il

d
re

n
m

u
st

b
e

su
p

er
vi

se
d

;
yu

pp
ie

s
m

us
t

be
ha

ve
,"

it
st

at
es

.
In

si
de

th
e

st
or

e,
po

st
ed

al
on

gs
id

e
ot

he
r

pa
ne

ls
of

in
fo

rm
at

io
n

be
hi

nd
th

e
co

u
n

te
r,

w
e

se
e

a
si

gn
th

a
t

br
in

gs
ba

ck
m

em
or

ie
s:

"
C

o
ff

e
e
—

5
«

."
T

he
si

gn
re

ca
lls

th
e

da
ys

w
he

n
no

t
on

ly
co

ff
ee

w
as

le
ss

ex
pe

ns
iv

e,
bu

t
al

so
ga

so
lin

e,
br

ea
d

an
d

m
il

k,
gr

ou
nd

be
ef

,b
ee

r
an

d
ci

ga
re

tt
es

.

A
w

o
m

a
n

be
hi

nd
th

e
co

un
te

r
ge

ts
o

u
r

co
ff

ee
,

w
e

ta
ke

a
si

p,
an

d
w

e
ar

e
st

il
l

th
in

ki
ng

ab
ou

t
th

e
lo

ng
-g

on
e,

g
o

o
d

o
ld

d
a

ys
,

w
h

en
th

e
w

o
m

a
n

sa
y
s: "
T

h
a

t
w

il
l
b

e
a

n
ic

k
e
l.

"
T

h
e

c
o

ff
e
e

si
g

n
b

eh
in

d
th

e
c
o

u
n

te
r

is
re

a
l.

A
s

w
e

le
a

v
e

th
e

st
o

re
to

c
o

n
ti

n
u

e
o

u
r

ex
pl

or
at

io
n,

w
e'

re
a

li
tt

le
co

n
fu

se
d

n
o

w
ab

ou
t

w
hi

ch
si

gn
s

ar
e

se
ri

ou
s

a
n

d
w

h
ic

h
o

n
es

ar
e

n
o

t
Ju

st
to

b
e

sa
fe

,
w

e
m

a
ke

su
re

no
t

to
sp

it
on

th
e

si
de

w
al

k,
al

th
ou

gh
w

e
pr

ob
ab

ly
w

o
u

ld
n

't
ha

ve
,

an
yw

ay
.

It
tu

rn
s

o
u

t
th

a
t

o
u

r
vi

si
t

to
G

ru
e
n

e
co

in
ci

de
s

w
it

h
th

e
m

on
th

ly
M

ar
ke

t
Tr

ai
l

D
ay

s
ar

ts
an

d
cr

af
ts

sh
ow

,
an

d
ju

st
u

p
th

e
st

re
et

w
e

en
co

un
te

r
a

cl
us

te
r

of
b

o
o

th
s

of
fe

ri
ng

an
y

n
u

m
b

er
of

in
te

re
st

in
g

cr
ea

ti
on

s.
A

b
o

o
th

fe
at

ur
in

g
ha

nd
-c

ar
ve

d
re

pl
ic

as
of

st
or

ef
ro

nt
s

fr
om

ol
d-

ti
m

ey
to

w
ns

ca
tc

he
s

ou
r

e
y
e

T
he

ar
ti

st
,

P
hy

lli
s

W
hi

pp
le

of
N

ew
B

ra
un

fe
ls

,
ha

s
st

ep
pe

d
aw

ay
fo

r
a

m
in

ut
e,

an
d

w
e

ar
e

gr
ee

te
d

by
he

r
br

ot
he

r,
R

ay
,

w
h

o
ha

pp
en

s
to

be
th

e
ow

ne
r

of
C

ac
tu

s
Ja

ck
's

A
nt

iq
ue

s
in

G
ru

en
e.

W
e

ta
lk

fo
r

a
w

hi
le

,
an

d
R

ay
te

ll
s

so
m

e
st

o
ri

es
a

b
o

u
t

hi
s

la
te

fa
th

er
,

R
ay

Sr
.,

w
h

o
w

a
s

a
Sa

n
A

n
to

n
io

co
m

m
er

ci
al

ar
ti

st
R

ay
sa

ys
hi

s
fa

th
er

pa
in

te
d

th
e

pi
ct

ur
e

of
th

e
sl

ee
k,

sl
en

de
r

do
g

th
at

ra
ce

s
al

on
g

on
th

e
si

d
e

o
f

G
re

yh
o

u
n

d
bu

se
s.

A
s

w
e'

re
le

av
in

g,
R

ay
te

ll
s

us
th

at
,

w
he

n
w

e
ge

t
do

w
n

to
th

e
br

id
ge

ov
er

th
e

G
ua

da
lu

pe
,

to
lo

ok
fo

r
th

e
gr

oo
ve

s
th

at
th

e
w

he
el

s
of

a
w

ag
on

le
ft

in
th

e
c
o

n
c
r
e
te

H
e

be
li

ev
es

th
at

,
ye

ar
s

an
d

ye
ar

s
ag

o,
th

e
w

ag
on

sw
er

ve
d

in
to

fre
sh

ly
po

ur
ed

co
nc

re
te

w
he

n
so

m
et

hi
ng

fr
ig

ht
en

ed
th

e
ho

rs
e

th
at

w
as

pu
lli

ng

W
e

le
a

v
e

th
e

M
a

rk
et

T
ra

il
b

o
o

th
s

to
co

nt
in

ue
ou

r
ex

pe
di

ti
on

.
In

si
de

o
n

e
of

th
e

bu
il

di
ng

s,
w

e
st

op
to

re
ad

o
n

e
o

f
th

e
of

fi
ci

al
-l

oo
ki

ng
pl

aq
ue

s,
an

d
w

e
le

ar
n

it
is

pa
rt

hi
st

or
y

an
d

p
a

rt
h

u
m

o
r

"O
n

M
ar

ch
2,

18
36

,
T

ex
as

d
e-

d
a

re
d

he
r

in
d

ep
en

d
en

ce
fr

om
M

ex
ic

o
.

W
il

d
C

o
m

a
n

c
h

e
s

ro
a

m
e
d

th
e

pl
ai

ns
,

R
an

ge
rs

p
ro

te
ct

ed
fr

on
ti

er
se

tt
le

m
en

ts
,

an
d

th
is

bu
il

di
ng

w
as

n
o

t
h

er
e

y
e
t"

O
u

r
ro

u
te

ta
ke

s
us

to
w

a
rd

th
e

ri
ve

r
—

pa
st

th
e

G
ri

st
M

ill
,

w
ho

se

th
re

e
di

ni
ng

le
ve

ls
an

d
ob

-
M

se
rv

at
io

n
ar

ea
ar

e
ho

us
ed

in
[o

pa
rt

of
H

.D
.

G
ru

en
e'

s
ol

d
to

c
o

tt
o

n
g

in
;

p
a

st
th

e
o

ld
m

et
a

l
w

a
te

r
to

w
er

,
w

h
ic

h
st

an
ds

as
a

si
le

nt
se

nt
ry

o
ve

r
th

e
re

st
au

ra
nt

an
d

th
e

to
w

n
;

do
w

n
th

e
w

in
di

ng
,

sl
op

in
g

ro
a

d
u

n
ti

l
w

e
re

a
ch

th
e

o
ld

br
id

ge
,

w
ho

se
su

rf
ac

e
is

a
sc

a
n

t
fe

w
fe

e
t

a
b

o
v
e

th
e

le
ve

l
of

th
e

ru
sh

in
g

gr
ee

n
w

a
te

r
.

R
a

ft
e
rs

a
n

d
tu

b
e
r
s

a
r
e

hu
rt

li
ng

d
o

w
n

th
e

ri
ve

r
—

sh
ou

ti
ng

,
sq

ue
al

in
g,

sp
la

sh
in

g
—

by
th

e
do

ze
ns

,
b

y
th

e
h

u
n

d
re

d
s

—
in

ev
er

y
c
o

n
c
e
iv

a
b

le
c
o

lo
r

o
f

sh
o

rt
s'

a
n

d
sw

im
su

rt
s

a
n

d
T

-s
h

ir
ts

.
S

o
m

e
o

f
th

e
T

-s
h

ir
ts

h
a

v
e

m
e
ss

a
g

e
s

o
f

th
ei

r
o

w
n

.
S

o
m

e
of

th
e

m
es

sa
ge

s
yo

u
p

ro
b

a
b

ly
w

o
u

ld
n

o
t

w
a

n
t

yo
ur

gr
an

dm
ot

he
r

to
re

ad
.

T
h

e
re

is
n

o
pr

et
en

se
of

hi
s

to
ry

or
tr

ad
it

io
n

he
re

,
a

n
d

y
e
t

a
th

o
u

g
h

t
c
o

m
e
s

to
m

in
d

.
W

e
h

a
d

ta
lk

e
d

e
a

rl
ie

r
o

f
pe

op
le

w
h

o
on

ce
ca

m
e

to
th

is
to

w
n

in
bu

gg
ie

s
a

n
d

w
ag

on
s,

an
d

in
he

li
co

pt
er

s,
a

n
d

w
h

o
n

o
w

c
o

m
e

in
a

s
so

rt
e
d

m
a

k
e
s

a
n

d
m

o
d

e
ls

o
f

ca
rs

an
d

pi
ck

up
s

an
d

va
ns

.
H

o
w

tr
a

n
sp

o
rt

a
ti

o
n

h
a

s
ch

an
ge

d,
w

e
ha

d
no

te
d

ea
r

li
er

,
an

d
ye

t
th

es
e

p
eo

p
le

cl
u

tc
h

in
g

o
n

to
tu

b
es

a
n

d
ra

ft
s

a
re

p
o

w
e
re

d
b

y
a

so
ur

ce
o

f
en

er
gy

as
o

ld
as

a
n

y
.

W
e

ta
k
e

a
m

o
m

e
n

t
to

fi
n

d
th

e
w

a
g

o
n

-w
h

e
e
l

gr
oo

ve
s

th
at

R
ay

m
en

ti
o

n
ed

be
fo

re
w

e
st

ar
t

ba
ck

up
th

e
h

il
l. T

he
re

tu
rn

tr
ip

ta
ke

s
us

d
o

se
r

to
G

ru
en

e
H

al
l,

w
h

er
e

fa
rm

er
s

an
dk

th
ei

r
fa

m
ili

es
—

ex
ce

p
t

fo
r

th
e

yo
u

n
g

o
n

e
s

—
o

ft
c
e

d
a

n
c
e
d

a
ll

n
ig

h
t,

a
n

d
w

h
er

e
to

d
a

y
so

m
e

of
th

e
to

p
na

m
es

in
co

un
ti

y
m

us
ic

re
gu

la
rl

y
ap

p
e
a

r.

GTHS "The Journal" Year 1992 Vol. 14 (XIV) No. 3 (Fall)

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society



Si
ng

er
C

la
y

B
la

ke
r's

bu
s

ha
s

ar
ri

ve
d,

an
d

th
e

lin
e

of
pe

op
le

w
ai

tin
g

to
en

te
r

th
e

o
ld

d
an

ce
ha

ll
—

th
e

o
ld

es
t

in
T

ex
as

,
th

ey
sa

y
—

ha
s

gr
ow

n
m

uc
h

lo
ng

er
in

ju
st

a
sh

o
rt

ti
m

e
.

D
ar

k
n

es
s

is
cr

ee
p

in
g

o
v

er
th

e
to

w
n

w
h

e
n

G
o

rd
o

n
H

ug
he

s
ap

pr
oa

ch
es

us
an

d
as

ks
w

hy
w

e
ar

e
ta

ki
ng

ph
o

to
gr

ap
hs

of
th

e
ge

ne
ra

l
st

o
re

.
W

e
d

e
c
id

e
th

at
is

a
fa

ir
qu

es
tio

n
w

he
n

he
te

lls
us

h
e

o
w

n
s

th
e

st
o

re
.

G
o

rd
o

n
h

as
so

m
e

st
or

ie
s

of
hi

s
ow

n.
H

e
te

lls
us

th
at

th
e

bu
ild

in
g

th
at

ho
us

es
th

e
ge

ne
ra

l
st

or
e

or
ig

in
al

ly
w

as
on

th
e

ot
he

r
sid

e
of

th
e

st
re

et
,

w
he

re
th

e
G

ru
en

e
A

nt
iq

ue
C

o.
,

a
br

ic
k

bu
ild

in
g,

no
w

st
an

ds
.

W
or

ke
rs

m
ov

ed
th

e
ol

d
w

o
o

d
en

st
ru

c
tu

re
to

its
pr

es
en

t
lo

ca
tio

n
us

in
g

lo
gs

an
d

a
te

a
m

o
f

m
u

le
s.

W
he

n
th

ey
go

t
th

e
bu

ild
in

g
ac

ro
ss

th
e

st
re

et
,t

he
y

ha
d

a
pr

ob
le

m
,G

or
do

n
sa

ys
.

"T
he

y
co

ul
dn

't
tu

rn
it

ar
ou

nd
,

so
th

ey
to

ok
th

e
fr

on
to

ff
,m

ov
ed

it
ar

ou
nd

an
d

pu
t

it
o

n
th

e
b

ac
k

."
.

T
he

si
de

w
al

ks
ar

e
cr

ow
de

d
no

w
w

ith
pe

op
le

he
ad

in
g

fo
r

th
e

da
nc

e
ha

ll
an

d
th

e
re

st
au

ra
nt

an
d

o
th

er
de

st
in

at
io

ns
,

so
w

e
ste

p
of

ft
o

on
e

sid
e

as
G

or
do

n
co

nt
in

ue
s

hi
s

st
o

ri
es

a
b

o
u

t
th

e
st

o
re

.
"I

fs
fu

nn
y,

bu
t

th
e

th
in

g
w

e
th

ou
gh

t
w

ou
ld

gi
ve

us
th

e
m

os
t

tro
ub

le
is

on
e

of
th

e
th

in
gs

th
at

ge
ne

ra
te

s
th

e
m

os
t

co
m

m
en

ts
fr

om
cu

st
o

m
er

s,
"

he
sa

ys
.

H
e

is
ta

lk
in

g
ab

ou
tt

he
flo

or
.

"D
id

n'
ty

ou
no

tic
e

ho
w

it
gi

ve
s,

an
d

so
rt

of
sq

ue
ak

s,
w

he
n

yo
u

w
alk

on
it?

A
nd

th
er

e
w

er
e

h
o

le
s

in
it

at
fi

rs
t.

I
su

p
p

o
se

y
o

u
sa

w
ho

w
w

e
pa

tc
he

d
th

em
."

W
e

ha
d

se
en

so
m

e
ol

d
lic

en
se

pl
at

es
na

ile
d

to
th

e
fl

oo
r,

bu
t

w
e

th
ou

gh
t

th
ey

w
er

e
ju

st
fo

r
sh

ow
.

It
tu

rn
ed

o
u

t,
G

o
rd

o
n

sa
ys

,
th

at
p

eo
p

le
se

em
to

lik
e

th
e

id
ea

of
w

al
ki

ng
on

th
e

ol
d,

or
ig

in
al

fl
oo

r.
H

e
ex

pl
ai

ns
w

h
y

.
"T

hi
nk

ab
o

u
t

It
a

m
in

u
te

—
ju

st
im

ag
in

e
th

e
h

u
n

d
re

d
s

o
f

th
o

u
sa

n
d

s
o

f
p

eo
p

le
w

h
o

h
av

e
w

al
k

ed
o

n
th

at
fl

o
o

r
—

th
e

p
ro

b
le

m
s

th
ey

h
ad

,
th

e
th

in
gs

th
at

w
er

e
o

n
th

ei
r

m
in

d
s,

th
e

d
ec

is
io

n
s

th
ey

fa
ce

d
in

th
ei

r
li

v
e
s.

"
W

e
ad

m
it

w
e

h
ad

n
't

th
o

u
g

h
t

ab
o

u
t

th
es

e
th

in
gs

,
bu

t
af

te
r

he
ar

in
g

G
or

do
n'

s
ex

pl
an

a
ti

o
n

,
in

th
e

gr
ow

in
g

d
ar

k
n

es
s,

w
it

h
th

e
lig

ht
s

of
th

e
to

w
n

bu
si

ne
ss

es
gl

ow
in

g
in

ev
er

y
di

re
ct

io
n

,
it

al
l

se
em

s
to

b
e

ju
st

an
o

th
er

p
ar

t
of

hi
st

or
y.

T
h

e
c
o

ff
e
e

—
w

e
re

m
e
m

b
e
r

th
e

5
-c

e
n

t
co

ff
ee

—
an

d
w

e
te

ll
hi

m
h

o
w

su
rp

ri
se

d
w

e
w

e
r
e
.

"W
e

w
er

e
g

o
in

g
to

gi
ve

it
aw

ay
at

fi
rs

t,
"

he
te

ll
s

us
.

"B
u

t
w

e
g

o
t

to
th

in
ki

ng
.

Y
ou

ca
n

g
et

fr
ee

co
ff

ee
lo

ts
of

pl
ac

es
.

B
ut

if
yo

u
g

et
a

cu
p

of
co

ff
ee

fo
r

a
ni

ck
el

,
yo

u
ha

ve
so

m
e

th
in

g
to

ta
lk

ab
ou

t.
"

It
's

ti
m

e
to

le
av

e,
a
n

d
w

e
'r

e
a
lr

e
a
d

y
th

in
ki

ng
ab

o
u

t
co

m
in

g
ba

ck
fo

r
an

o
th

er
v

is
it

.
It

m
ay

b
e

aw
hi

le
.

B
ut

w
e'

re
p

re
tt

y
su

re
of

o
n

e
th

in
g.

T
h

is
o

ld
to

w
n

w
il

l
st

il
l

b
e

h
e
re

.
•

JR
A

K
Y

TH
ER

ES
A

JT
JE

RG
!

"
I
I

N
A

T
IV

E
S

C
O

N
R

A
D

M
tt

>
M

AR
T

T
H

E
W

S*
H

IM
N

EM
E

U
*E

T
O

T
E

X
A

S
IN

T
B

33
.T

H
E

te
a

r
O

f
T

H
E

«
M

D
B

O
U

T
A

C
A

B
IN

N
E

A
R

T
H

T
S

SI
T

E
*I

N
M

W
C

H

A
S

T
H

E
T

E
X

A
S

R
E

V
O

L
U

T
IO

N
W

A
S

R
A

G
W

tG
.M

A
N

T
T

E
X

A
S

1E
B

S.
IN

(F
EA

R
O

F
T

H
E

A
D

V
A

N
C

IN
G

M
EX

IC
AN

At
on

.
-U

D
i

H
EW

H
O

M
ES

IN
W

H
AT

BE
CA

M
E

KN
O

W
N

AS
TH

E
RU

NA
W

A1
CR

AP
E

TH
E

JU
ER

GE
NS

FA
M

Ilt
CH

OS
E

TO
SE

M
A.

N.
BU

T
SC

OH
VW

FO
f

VI
CT

IM
S

OF
A

RA
ID

BT
IN

DI
AN

S.
TH

OU
GH

T
TO

BL
VE

-A
-

•BE
RS

OF
TH

E
CO

AS
TA

L
KA

RA
NK

AW
AT

*B
E.C

0N
»A

D
JO

WG
EN

SN
E

W
U

L
M

E
N

T
E

R
P

R
IS

E
,

T
H

U
R

S
D

A
Y

,
A

U
G

U
S

T
20

,1
99

2

H
is

to
ri

ca
l

M
a

rk
er

D
ed

ic
at

ed
Sa

tu
rd

ay
A

T
e
x

a
s

H
is

to
ri

c
a
l

M
a
rk

e
r

de
di

ca
ti

on
w

as
he

ld
on

A
u

g
u

st
15

a
t

th
e

A
lla

n
K

ib
le

r
p

ro
p

er
ty

on
T

ra
ck

R
oa

d
n

ea
r

N
ew

U
lm

.
T

h
e

su
b

je
ct

of
th

e
m

ar
k

er
w

as
"M

ar
y

T
h

er
es

a
Ju

er
g

en
s"

-
he

r
ki

dn
ap

pi
ng

an
d

li
fe

. M
is

s
D

aw
n

K
ib

le
r,

a
st

u
d

en
t

of
V

an
de

rb
il

t
U

ni
ve

rs
it

y,
w

ro
te

th
e

m
ar

k
er

ap
pl

ic
at

io
n

w
it

h
as

si
st

an
ce

in
th

e
d

e
ta

il
e
d

re
s
e
a
rc

h
fr

o
m

h
e
r

fa
th

er
,

A
ll

an
.

V
ar

io
u

s
lo

ca
l

so
u

rc
es

a
n

d
d

e
sc

e
n

d
a
n

ts
w

e
re

c
re

d
it

e
d

w
it

h

he
lp

fu
l

in
fo

rm
at

io
n

in
re

se
ar

ch
in

g
th

is
su

bj
ec

t.
T

he
ac

tu
al

ki
dn

ap
pi

ng
of

M
rs

.
Ju

er
g

en
s

(d
es

cr
ib

ed
in

th
e

m
ar

k
er

)
o

cc
u

rr
ed

on
th

e
K

ib
le

r
pr

op
er

ty
so

m
e

di
st

an
ce

fr
om

th
e

lo
ca

ti
o

n
of

th
e

n
e
w

m
a
rk

e
r.

A
b

ri
ef

m
es

sa
g

e
fr

o
m

C
ou

nt
y

H
is

to
ri

c
a
l

C
o

m
m

is
si

o
n

C
ha

ir
pe

rs
on

,
A

nn
L

in
de

m
an

n,
w

as
fo

llo
w

ed
by

th
e

m
ar

k
er

un
ve

il
in

g
by

D
aw

n
an

d
A

lla
n

K
ib

le
r.

M
is

s
K

ib
le

r
ad

d
re

ss
ed

th
e

g
ro

u
p

an
d

re
ad

th
e

fo
ll

ow
in

g
te

x
t

of
th

e
in

sc
ri

pt
io

n:
"M

A
R

Y
T

H
E

R
E

S
A

JU
E

R
G

E
N

S
(1

80
9

-
O

ct
o

b
er

31
,

18
91

)
G

er
m

an
na

ti
ve

s
C

on
ra

d
an

d
M

ar
y

T
h

er
es

a
H

en
ne

ck
e

Ju
er

g
en

s
ca

m
e

to
T

ex
as

in
18

33
,t

h
e

y
ea

r
of

th
ei

r
m

ar
ri

ag
e,

an
d

bu
il

t
a

ca
b

in
n

e
a
r

th
is

si
te

.
In

M
a
rc

h
18

36
a
s

th
e

T
ex

as
R

ev
o

lu
ti

o
n

w
a
s

ra
g

in
g

,
m

an
y

T
ex

as
se

tt
le

rs
,

in
fe

ar
of

th
e

.-
T

J

ad
v

an
ci

n
g

M
ex

ic
an

A
rm

y
,

fl
ed

th
e
ir

h
o

m
e
s

in
w

h
a
t

b
e
c
a
m

e
k

n
o

w
n

as
th

e
R

u
n

aw
ay

S
cr

ap
e.

T
h

e
Ju

er
ge

ns
F

am
il

y
ch

os
e

to
re

m
ai

n
,

bu
t

so
on

w
er

e
vi

ct
im

s
of

a
ra

id
by

_
In

di
an

s,
th

ou
gh

t
to

be
m

em
b

er
s

of
th

e
c
o

a
st

a
l

K
a
ra

n
k

a
w

a
T

ri
b

e
.

C
on

ra
d

Ju
er

g
en

s
w

as
w

ou
nd

ed
,

an
d

M
ar

y
an

d
tw

o
of

C
on

ra
d

Ju
er

ge
ns

'
yo

un
g

so
ns

fr
om

a
pr

ev
io

us
m

ar
ri

ag
e

w
er

e
ca

p
tu

re
d

.
"P

re
g

n
an

t
a
t

th
e

ti
m

e
of

h
er

k
id

n
ap

p
in

g
,

M
ar

y
g

av
e

b
ir

th
to

a
gi

rl
,

Ja
n

e
M

ar
g

re
t,

w
hi

le
in

ca
pt

iv
it

y.
M

on
th

s
la

te
r,

m
o

th
er

an
d

d
au

g
h

te
r

w
er

e
ra

n
so

m
ed

a
t

C
o

ff
ee

's
T

ra
d

in
g

P
o

st
on

th
e

R
ed

R
iv

er
,

su
g

g
es

ti
n

g
th

ey
w

er
e

tr
ad

ed
by

th
e

K
ar

an
k

aw
as

to
a

no
m

ad
ic

tr
ib

e.
T

h
e

Ju
er

g
en

s'
so

n
s

w
er

e
n

o
t

re
sc

u
ed

.
M

ar
y

an
d

Ja
n

e
re

tu
rn

ed
to

C
o

n
ra

d
,

b
u

t
he

d
ie

d
w

it
h

in
tw

o
y

e
a
rs

.

"A
ft

er
a

b
ri

ef
se

co
n

d
m

ar
ri

ag
e

to
G

eo
rg

e
G

ri
m

es
,

M
ar

y
m

ar
ri

ed
S

am
u

el
R

ed
g

at
e

in
18

43
.

T
he

y
m

o
v

ed
to

D
ay

to
n

,
O

hi
o,

w
h

er
e

M
ar

y
di

ed
in

18
91

.
R

ed
ga

te
an

d
Ja

n
e

M
ar

g
re

t
re

tu
rn

ed
to

T
ex

as
an

d
se

tt
le

d
in

P
a
rk

e
r

C
ou

nt
y,

w
h

e
re

in
1

9
3

6
th

e
S

ta
te

o
f

T
e
x

a
s

er
ec

te
d

a
m

o
n

u
m

en
t
a
t

th
ei

r
g

ra
v

es
to

ho
no

r
th

em
an

d
M

ar
y

."
M

or
e

de
ta

il
s

an
d

in
te

re
st

in
g

fa
ct

s
of

th
is

su
bj

ec
t

w
er

e
pr

ov
id

ed
a
t

th
e

de
di

ca
ti

on
by

A
ll

an
K

ib
le

r.
In

v
it

ed
g

u
es

ts
to

u
re

d
th

e
re

st
o

re
d

K
ib

le
r

H
ou

se
(c

a.
19

15
).

In
te

re
st

in
g

in
fo

rm
at

io
n

re
g

ar
d

in
g

th
e

K
ib

le
r

T
e
x

a
n

a
C

o
ll

ec
ti

o
n

w
a
s

sh
a
re

d
.

F
ol

lo
w

in
g

th
e

m
ar

k
er

un
ve

il
in

g,
a

b
a
rb

e
c
u

e
d

in
n

e
r

w
a
s

se
rv

e
d

.
if

l

GTHS "The Journal" Year 1992 Vol. 14 (XIV) No. 3 (Fall)

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society



194

Recorder^Timea—Thursday,.

May 21, 1993-

Students

become

teachers
Sometimes the best way to learn

is to teach.
Students from Roosevelt High

School recently learned that les
son when they traveled to
Krueger Middle School. They vis
ited the younger students to give
them a taste of the German lan
guage.

On May 5, German students
from Roosevelt began taking
turns teaching beginning German
to students enrolled in an ex
ploratory language course at
Krueger. The emphasis is on spo
ken German.

Teacher Moira Sparks intro
duced her Krueger students to
Spanish, French and Latin earlier
in the semester.

Sparks admitted German was
her weak point, and she sought
some assistance. She received all
the assistance she needed.

During May, Carolyn Gisler lent
three to six of her Roosevelt Ger
man students to Sparks each day.
The students give one full period
of instruction to the exploratory
class, using visual aids they've as
sembled and created themselves.

The Roosevelt pioneers of the
first four days were Level 2 stu
dents Alison Campbell, Erica Es
trada, Marcella Molett and An
gela Strickler; Level 3 student
Cassie Steitle; and Level 1 stu
dent Jennifer Davis.

A total of 15 Rough Riders vol
unteered for the program, which
continues through the end of the
school year.

"Response on all sides has been
highly enthusiastic: the
(R(Misevelt) participants are
thrilled to realize how much
genuine knowledge they have ac
cumulated to share; the Krueger
students are delighted over the
contact with high school teen
agers; and Mrs. Sparks finds it
extremely valuable to be ^ble to
give her full attention to monitor
ing and recording ttoe daily
achievements of her pupils while
the senior high students are con
ducting the class," said Mark
Scheffler, Roosevelt's principal.

"This is definitely a winning
situation for everyone involved."

Sparks and Gisler are discuss
ing plans to continue the program
in the coming years.

Witches
may lure
tourists
to town
DeutschePresie-Agentur

PENZLIN, Germany -
Around the year 1700 Elisabeth
Daubers was, according to legend,
the last witch to be tortured and
burned to death in a fortress in this
small east German town.

The place where she was kept is
one of Europe's last remaining
fully intact witches cellars. Mana
cles on the wall for the neck, body,
hands and feet bear grim testi
mony to what she must have en
dured at the hands of her tortur
ers.

But now the population of
Penzlin has great hopes of capital
izing on its past by luring tourists
to the area.

"After a downturn for two years
in a row a growing number of peo
ple come here. And, that is mainly
because of the witches cellar,"
says Claus Ludwig, head of the for
tress museum.

The 16th-century fortress is be
ing fully renovated but is still open
to visitors. Work is under way to
restore the garden complex. Fruit
trees are being planted, a pond Is
being redug and the ceramic and
backing oven are being rebuilt.

Historical text translated
By JOE DODSON
Reporter

Local author and historian W.M.

Von-Maszewski knows the history of
Texas is a tapestry, the interweav
ing of colorful lives and stories.

Von-Maszewski, manager of the
Fort Bend County
Library's Local
History and Gen-
eology Depart
ment, recently
published A So
journ in Texas,
1846-47: Alwin H.

Sorgel's Texas
Writings. A Ger
man national, Von-Maszewski
Sorgel traveled through Texas in the
mid-18008, reporting on the Adels-
verein, the Society for the Protec
tion of German Immigrants in
Texas.

"Sorgel comes over as an idealist

and he becomes disenchanted with

the society as soon as he arrives in
Galveston," Von-Maszewski says.

Sorgel wrote a series of critical
reports about the Adelsverein which
were published in the German news
paper, Der Harold. Von-Masewski
translated the reports from the orig
inal German and published them in
both languages in honor of the soci
ety's sesquicentennial anniversary.
The German-Texas Heritage Soci
ety underwrote the project.

Von-Maszewski says the Adelsver-
ein convinced about 8,000 Germans
to immigrate to Texas, mostly edu
cated people with little or no experi
ence in farming and with distorted
expectations about Texas's develop
ment and culture.

"(Sorgel) criticized the society for
failing to follow up. They set up this
scheme and more or less set the

boat adrift." he says. "Quite a few
people died in Galveston...(Immi
grants) spent eight or 12weeks on a

boat — the water was spoiled and
the food was bad — and they just
died like flies. This was what they
criticized, the lack of follow up not
the system."

He says both the original German
and the English translation are in
cluded because of today's acute in
terest in the lives of immigrants and
ancestors on both sides of the Atlan
tic. Twenty years ago, he says, Eu
ropean scholars traced the
immigrant journey from village to
port and American scholars from
landing to homestead. Today, he
says a more comprehensive study
breaks through the "salt-water
curtain."

The shift has resulted in greater
cooperation and understanding be
tween scholars of both countries, he

says, and a fuller understanding of
the history involved.
Copies available at $21.50
(includes shipping) from
GTHS office, Austin, TX.

CJ
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DAIRY OF* AD, GIESECKE - 184.6

The Sophlenburg Museum and Archives received a request in
July from Mr. Clarence Noster to have a diary of a 17 year old
emigrant (his great grandfather) by the name of AD, Glesecke
translated. Eugene C. Momhinweg did the translation, completing
it on September 9, 1989. It is very lengthy and sometimes
repetitious but provides significant insight into the problems and
joys of the colonists of the "Society for the Protection of German
Emigrants to Texas." Due to its length we will only excerpt some
of the more enlightening parts of it. Mr. Noster has graciously
given us permission to do this. A complete copy of the
translation is located in the Sophlenburg Archives and of course
the original and the original translation is in the care of Mr.
Noster

AD GloaofrGtco
1846

Saturday. October 10th, 1846 on the Ueser, across from the
Breman Harbor.

Twenty three days have passed since we left Clausthal.
Tuesday, September 17th was the day on which, at an early morning
hour, we started our great journey and in a tolerable cheerful
opinion with hope for a better future than the old life style.

At six o'clock we were in Vlenenburg and after morning we
were in Hannover. From here we rented a bus which was to

transport us to Breman. The wagon was very crowded for our rather
large company but we were in good spirits and the desire soon to
be in Breman helped us to withstand the trip. The night passed
and of Friday afternoon, September 18th at 1:30 o"clock we arrived
in Breman. Upon our arrival we immediately discovered what
plotting and scheming inhabitants Breman has. Our driver took us
to the Hotel Baltimore. When my father and others told him that
we did not want to get out here, he unhitched the horses without
further consideration and then said he had no further

responsibility towards us. Ue had, however, rented the bus and we
were certain that we had the right to demand to be taken on to our
destination.

Father, Edward, and Albert therefore, went to the police who
said however that they had the right to refuse us further
service. When the police left, the drivers became very insolent,
removed all our possessions from the bus, asked us to leave the
bus and threatened to move the horses, bus and passengers into the
stable. These atrocities were witnessed by the Inn keeper and
other people who were present and these supported the driver.
Since we knew that we had been cheated we had ourselves

transported to the inn Rose in which we wanted to register. We
talked to the inn keeper and were told that two rooms and mid-day
meals would cost 8 grossen in coins per day. We were forced to
sleep two persons per bed and were served mediocre food and our
inn keeper was a plotting, scheming, bad man as it seems all inn
keepers in Breman are. At first we did not recognize this but we
three soon learned better.
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My father and the other men started at once to discuss the
manner In which we were treated with the General Agents Dr. Hill,
Mr. Luederlng and company, etc., and this took much of their
time. We young people, the first few days, had much diversion as
we walked about the town, but the rest of the time we were in
Breman we were very bored. From day to day we hoped finally to be
able to leave Breman.

Sunday, September 20th, the driver came with our luggage
which was unloaded on Monday in the Inn of Braunschwelger Court.
The Inn Keeper will charge 4 grossen for each chest per 7 days as
warehousing money which will bring In much money as more than 100
chests were unloaded. Of Course we had no alternative and were

therefore obligated to accept his charges.
Now one day passed after another In continuing sameness and

the desire grew to go to Breman Harbor and to go from there onto
the ocean. We did not know however, on which ship we were to
leave as the Flavius, a New York based ship, which we were
assigned to had not returned from England where it was to unload
cargo. Day after day we were appeased and informed if it did not
arrive, we would be assigned to another ship. Finally we were
advised by Counsel Brauer concerning the Flavius. He had the
cargo list and the ship was commandeered by the Mexicans. We were
now assigned to another ship, the Charles Ferdinand, a Brig with 2
masts and 125 ton.

The adults had many transactions to perform and were very
busy as the days passed. The progress of these is not well known
to me and I can not write about them all, but know that they were
extremely occupied. Adolph was very sick for several days during
our stay in Breman but has now recovered.

The day for departure from Breman was finally set for Monday
September 28th. Before our departure we suffered additional vile
actions from the likes of Breman Inn Keepers. The Inn Keeper at
Braunschwelger Court, who had our chests In his warehouse,
demanded, when delivering them to the loading dock, 2 grossen for
each chest for the delivery costs. As this was very much, father
bargained with another Inn Keeper to make the complete transport
for less. This Inn Keeper did not know of the other price. The
Keeper, with great malice slapped him on the shoulder and said,
HYes, I will drive your chests, not for 8 grossen each but for
only 2 grossen." No further talk would help. The miserable
person Insisted the deal had been made and demanded six coin
grossen for each chest. This included storage costs. He would
then drove our belongings. If we did not wish to pay 6 grossen,
he would lock his storage house, and on the next day early in the
morning drive into the country and leave our belongings in the
shed and on the next day, early in the morning, drive into the
country and leave our belongings in the shed.

Consideration was given to break open his shed and remove the
belongings. Time was expensive and we could not count on the
equally bad police to quickly help us, so we made the decision to
inquire of the other Inn Keeper, the 6 grossen bargain, what
compensation he would require if we cancelled the agreement. He
wanted to be proper and asked that the start only 1/2 thaler for a
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hired day laborer. If we did not make other kinds of demands on
him. which would cost him extra, this would be all our costs.

He received the first half thaler and was to send us the day
laborer who was to help us and receive the second half thaler.
This man came and we recognized him as the most honest man that we
had met in Bremen. He said he could have enough work for less and
suggested we ask the lead Inn keeper in Braunschweig Court for
compensation. He then requested only 7 thaler for the hauling.

As his bill was paid on the following day it was noticed that
the cross chain had been stolen from our wagon even though each
wagon had a charged 1 thaler for these. Our bad Inn Keeper, an
unequal rogue, who did not have enough room in his house to store
our things, did not want to be responsible and said we had not
paid him enough. These are the Bremer Inn Keepers. I could
relate much, much more. The above is enough to understand their
vlle character.

All these experiences made our stay in Bremen, among such
miserable people, very odious and we all wished to leave this area
where everyone strlved only for money and earnings.

On Tuesday our belongings were loaded onto a small boat after
they had been assessed by a representative of the shippers and the
extra freight charges had been paid. It was now too late and we
were forced to spend another night in the hated Bremen. Several
and I, slept the night on the boat.

THE FIRST NIGHT ON THE WATER

At morning we found the small boat too heavily loaded and it
had sunk to the bottom and all labor to refloat it was of no

avail. We had to unload a portion and place it on another boat.
For this we had to pay an additional 7 1/2 thaler as the half of a
transport payment of a full load to the Bremen Harbor even though
it was about l/3rd of a full load. These are the requirements of
the association to move freight from Bremen to Bremen Harbor.

To load the chests onto the boat costs 3 grossen per chest.
Finally, near 2 o'clock in the afternoon our boat was afloat and
we took off from Bremen. Happy, genuinely happy to turn our backs
to this city. We breathed more freely as we left after spending
14 days in this highly unpleas-ant, inhospitable commercial city
and were on our little boat on the Weser. It was Wednesday,
September 30th in the afternoon.

From the 6th day after the 18th of September, the day on
which we were to arrive In Breman, we received free board and
lodging, namely 12 grossen (4 tahler) per day. We were promised
much but received little. We received half board and lodging.
And this was received after long discussions and difficulties from
the agent.

We were healthy and happy when we arrived in Bremen but,
unfortunately we were not all healthy when we left. The small,
good natured Anna suddenly became ill on last Sunday, September
27th. She became very ill and we noticed with fright that she
suffered with dysentery.

Our trip to Bremer harbor was very quick and uneventful. We
luckily sailed past many small boats that were grounded on the
sand until about half way across. We hit a sand bar and were
there until a wave refloated our boat and after we spent the
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second night on the same small boat we arrived in Bremen Harbor
on Thursday, October 1 about mid day. The trip from Bremen to the
Harbor had taken about 19 hours.

Since Hill and Ludering had provided board and lodging only
on the ship, we were forced to spend the day on the small boat and
sleep there under terrible conditions. On the next day, Friday
October 2, in the morning, the lovely Anna became very ill and
went Into convulsions. They, however, soon stopped. As we still
had several days to pass in Idleness, before the ship was to
depart, we wanted to take the child to an Inn for comfort. Now we

In Bremen Harbor, more about the the

at Stadt Baltimore, where we sought
requests, all remonstrances, went for
not rent us a room. Several In our

group, who had rooms In this house agreed and requested permission
to leave the room and have the child and Its parents move In. But
this also did not help. The Inhuman persons did not want a sick
child in their house. After a long search an Inn hostess was
found who agreed to give a room for the sick child. We thanked
God for that. The lovely child was very ill that day and a bit
better the next day and appears to be recovering.

The Illness was relieved, the fever had subsided and we all
had hopes but did not realize how soon she would be taken away.
Yesterday night, the 9th of October at 11:30 o'clock the angle of
death quietly came. A true angle, so serene and so radiantly lay
the blessed Anna. Everyone whom she loved, wanted to have been
able to take her along to Texas. The lovely child. She who
wanted to be with everyone In Texas will never reach
from there the real God decided to take her to Him.

October 9, 1846 on the ship Charles Ferdinand In the
river Weser, across from Bremer Harbor.

Today, October 10th, about 7 o'clock In the m&rnlng, her body
clad In clothes worn while 111 and a white sheet placed about her
head, was brought to Bremer Harbor by her father. Three sailors
and a helmsman rowed her In a sloop to Bremer Harbor. Her body
was placed In a woolen blanket and a sail cloth. In Bremer Harbor
she now lies In a mortuary from which, next Tuesday, October 13th
she will be taken to Bremerlehe (a small town near Bremer Harbor)

for burial.

lm Affekt \VS

were unfortunate to learn

atrocity of people. Yes,
refuge for the child, all
naught. The owners would

Richter: „Sie habea b*i Ihrer Verhaftung einen
falscben Namen angegebon?"
Angeklagter: „Verzeihen Sie, Herr Staatsanwalt,
aber wean Ich in Wut gerate, kenne ich mich
selbst nicbt mehr."

there and for

She died on

middle of the

Der Polizeibeamte zum Auto-
fahrer: „Wurden Sie sich einem
Alkoholtest unterziehen? —•
„Aber sicher doch. In welcher
Kneipe fangen wir an?1'
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200 Site oftrade-pact ceremony
already steeped in history |

?
By Laura Lambeth
Express News BusinessWriter

Century-old. sprawling oak trees
bend and twist over the private
courtyard and gardens, providing
shade to guests who mingle outside
the two buildings of Plaza San An
tonio Conference Center on South
Alamo Street.

Children of German settlers
once gathered there to attend clas
ses in what was known as the Ger
man-English School.

Wednesday, the center will be
the site for the initialing of the
North American Free Trade
Agreement. President Bush, Mexi
can President Carlos Salinas de
Gortari and Canadian Prime Min
ister will participate in the cere
mony.

Founded in 1858 by a group of
community leaders of German de
cent, the school was set up with a
curriculum devoid of religious
teaching, giving equal emphasis to
the German and English lan
guages. Classes first met in rented
quarters on Commerce Street as
the Casino Association, a prestigi
ous German social club, started
raising funds to build a school.

John H. Kampman, a local
builder trained as an architect in
his native Germany, was awarded
the building contract Nov. 7, 1859,
and three days later a grand cele
bration was held to lay the build
ing's cornerstone.

The buildine was dedicated to

EXNESS-NEWS GRAPHIC

the famed German poet Schiller,
according to records from the
Daughters of the Republic of
Texas Library.

In March 1860. the school's tall,
wooden doors opened to the chil
dren. About 10 years later, a sec
ond two-story building was
erected.

An example of mid-century de
sign in San Antonio, the main build
ing is rectangular with coarse
limestone-rubble walls and a

metal-clad gable roof extending
over a six-bay front gallery sup
ported by wooden posts.

A second building in the com
plex located across the courtyard
is used as the hotel's "back-of-the-
house" service facilities. A small

cottage that once served as*the
professor's residence no longer ex
ists on the premises.

The downstairs rooms in the
main schoolhouse will be used for
some of the social functions during
Wednesday's ceremonies, said
Marsha Hendler, regional director
of marketing for Plaza San Antonio
Hotel.

In 1903, the German-English
School fell victim to the rise of the
public school system and was
deeded to the San Antonio School
District. The property served as
Brackenridge Grammar School un
til 1923 and Page Middle School
from 1923-1927. From 1927 to 1948,
the premises were San Antonio
Junior College.

In 1953, the Conservation Soci
ety persuaded the city to buy the
property, and in 1966 the buildings
served as headquarters for Hemis-
Fair. The buildings were restored
in time for the 1968 World's Fair.

The 252-room hotel complex was
built in 1979, patterned after Las
Mananitas, a garden hotel in Cuer-
navaca, Mexico. For many years,
il was called Four Seasons Hotel.

Ten years later, the buildings
and grounds were restored for the
hotel's Plaza San Antonio Confer
ence Center.

The downtown luxury hotel has
been owned by Metric Realty, of
Foster City, Calif., since 1983.

Vienna perfect *add-on' city when
you design special trip to Europe
By Losli Hicks
Express-NewsStoHWriter

VIENNA — Travelers can be plunked into Aus
tria's cultural heart in about an hour from Amster
dam if they choose Vienna as part of KLM's "Europe
by Design."

Vienna is one of 10 European "add-on" cities in the
program.

By nightfall, the hordes of fur-covered or blue-
jeaned opera fans head to the Staatsoper, the interna
tionally known opera house that travel plans should
include.

By day consider touring the homes of some of the
world's great overachievers.

The home of Sigmund Freud, the grandfather of
psychoanalysis, is a streetcar ride away from the
city's central square.

The home of composer Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
is even closer and, fittingly, not far from the state
opera house.

For those with richer tastes is Schoenbmnn Pal
ace, the family home of the Hapsburg dynasty until
1918, now a museum for some of the world's most fa
mous portraits and representations of royalty's do
mestic life.

For travelers who can afford a luxurious home-
away-from home, there's the Hotel Bristol. Opened in
1894, the hotel guestbook has included the names of
modern-day monarchs.

Of course, the hotel has attracted a surlier bunch.
In World War II, many U.S. press corps members

met there, according to acounts of that time by Life
magazine reporters.

Decorated in its original furnishings, Hotel Bristol's
room rates naturally vary depending on the strength
of the dollar and is considered out-of-reach to budget
conscious travelers.

The most expensive room in spring flirted with a
fee of $850 nightly. The least expensive hovered
slightly above $300 — within range for those who
save for sensory-rich travel.
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Requiem
for a
culture
By Fredericka
Richter-DeBerry
I am 6 years old, sitting on my

grandfather's knee, and he is sing
ing a song about mein Schatz. He
hugs me and calls me his Schatz. I

don't really know what it means, but I
know that he loves me, and so it must
mean something nice.

Then the test begins.
"Name the presidents of the United

States, in order," he says.
"George Washington, somebody-Ad

ams, uh, Abraham Lincoln, and Roose
velt," I declare, triumphantly.

"Nein, nein. mein Schatz." he replies.
"You have completed kindergarten and
now you are in first grade. How is it that
you do not know such important things?
You are an American, you must know
these things!"

I feel so bad. I want to please him by
reciting the things he thinks I should
know. I try distractions. How is the
cotton? Will there be an early bale this
year? How are your eyes today, Gross-
papa? Are your "cad-wrecks" better?
He ignores my questions, mumbles in
German, and hugs me once again. It is
OK, he reassures me. The teacher will
help me leam what is important It is a
good school, and it is good that I can go
to school, and not have to work in the
fields.

I wander off to the kitchen, where my
grandmother is preparing the noon
meal. Beef with rich, greasy gravy,
boiled potatoes, cucumbers (Deutsch-
style), fresh-baked bread and fruit
dumplings. The aroma of the old kitchen
with its wood stove is irresistible.

My Grossmutter is old, and she is
tired. Day by day, the many years of
hard work are beginning to take Gross-
papa and her away from me. Mycoming
to the kitchen is a good excuse for her to
sit down and take me on her lap.
Decades later I can close my eyes and
relive the experience — the comfort of
her bosom and the soft, sweet smell of
talcum powder. The beef, potatoes, and
everything else can wait. We had some
thing more important to do. I needed
comforting and she was my comforter.
But there was something more that I
wanted. I wanted to know German, and

Pag* 4 • TEXAS, July 12, 1992
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I wanted to know about Germans and
Germany. But it was the wrong time.
German, a language. German, Kraut,
Nazi, Jerry. Bad names. But, we weren't
bad. Nobody in my extended family was
bad. But the silence was heavy, my
confusion acute.

I am on the floor in front of the big tall
radio in the living room. My parents
listen intently as they digest the war
bulletins.

My older brother, barely 18, is out
there fighting somewhere. My father is
too old to fight, so he spends hours with
papers and meetings. He is an air raid
warden and takes the job seriously. We
learn of mustard and other gases, how
to identify them and what to do if they
are detected. Later, when I am in bed, I
hear my parents talking. They are
speaking in German, and I don't under-
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stand. Years later I know that they
spoke in German so I would not know of
their fears and apprehensions. They did
not want me to know German and be
labeled as such. It was a secret society,
and I had no hope of ever belonging.

I am in high school and it is course-
selection time. German as a foreign
language? It is not offered. Nobody tells
me, but as I grow older I learn that the
wounds had not yet healed. The open
sores from World War II were still
festering, even though the fighting was
over. Once again the opportunity to
learn a little of my heritage is denied
me.

Too soon my grandparents are gone
and the extended family has assimilated
to the extent that the German heritage
is barely distinguishable. I have been
cheated out of a legacy, but with my
teen-age wisdom I am not even cogni
zant of the fact. I want to be "red, white,
blue, and true." I want a name like Jane
Jones, or Pat Patterson. Please. Lord,
just let me blend in and leave this thing
behind.

I am in college. Courses in German
are offered. Who needs them? I will take
French. French is a romantic language,
and the French are beautiful and ro
manticpeople. German is guttural, and
who knows what the people are like? I
don't know any Germans, do I? No, I
don't think so. only some people long
ago who used to be German.

I am married and have a lovely
Anglo-Saxon surname. Before long
there are children, three beautiful An
glo-Saxon children. My lifeisgood, very
American, very non-cultural. My father
is old and ill. He might not live too much
longer. Wait, wait, I think; there are
things I need to know.Questions seem to
come from a place between my head
and my heart. Howdid they get there?
Have they been there all along? I am
surprised.I thoughtthey were all gonea
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long time ago. Too soon my father is
gone, and with him answers to my many
questions.

The process begins. I have much work
to do. Work that should have started
years ago. German, German, find out all
youcan. But so many are gone now, and
the search for answers is a lonely one.
Little by little I begin to learn. A thread
here, a line over there. A family tree
begins to grow, and with it, a heritage
long ignored and forgotten.

The Berlin Wall is still intact during
my first trip to Germany, thereby limit
ing my search for roots. I find myself in
a village in the West. My father's family
came from here. It is small, fresh-
looking and orderly. It looks like Bren
ham. No wonder the ancestors settled in

Washington and Austin counties.
My husband and I ask, in broken

German, about the family name. Yes,
we are told, there are people here who
know the name. We will take you to
them. Suddenly, we are in the home of
some townspeople, friendly and gra
cious hosts. They offer schnapps and

beer,cigarettes and pastries. They talk
in German while one of the younger
people translates. Yes, they know the
family; would we like to go visit them?

Them? Them? I barely have time to
digest the information before we are
standing on the same land my great-
great-great-grandfather cultivated. I
am meeting kinsmen I didn't even know
existed. Before long, I have in my
possession letters that my ancestors
wrote to Germany from the Land of
Freedom. A legacy, a heritage. Family
jewels more precious than anyother. I
dig, I have translationsdone, I chart, I
plot. Soon there is heritage, a cultural
background, roots and pride.

The wall is down,and my husband and
I are back in Germany. We meet with
my mother's family descendants. They
have photos and documentation. We
spend the day talking, laughing, and
comparing notes. There is nooption. On
our next trip we must come back and
visit with the old ones before they are
gone.There is not time during this trip,
and the next morning we press on.

This time we drive into the East with
some apprehension.It isso soon,and we
are not sure what to expect. In time we
become comfortable with the roads, and
eventually we find the village where
Gross-papa was born, up near the Baltic
Sea. It is bleak, drab and very poor. Not
all is as colorful and fresh as the West,
but we see signs of progress here and
there. The people we encounter are
warm, hospitable and helpful. We find
the church, a beautiful old structure
reeking of history. The pastor spends
several hours explaining parts of the
church and giving a history of the area. I
stand there, where so many of my
ancestors were baptized, confirmed,
married and eulogized, and I am in tune
with my heritage.

I say that I have chills. The pastor,
misunderstanding, explains that the
church was built in the UOOs and that
the old stones make it very cool. I
reword my feelings. He nods with an air
of understanding and says that, since
the wall came down, he, too, feels chills
from time to time.

Later, I stand in the country cemetery
in Fort Bend County. Gross-papa, born
Heinrich in Germany, died Henry in
Texas. Grossmama, christened Freder
icka, died Anna. My mother was named
Luisa. but she will leave this world as
Louise. The assimilation never seems to

end. Is there a requiem for a culture?
Their time is over and they are gone.

But something important of theirs lives
within me: German. A language. A
label. A culture. A heritage. A thing that
is an integral part of my being. " ^ "

Fredericka Richter-DeBerry is a free-lance
writer and works at the Clear lake High
School library.
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Germany's past,
refugees' present

TEXAS MONTHLY SB SEPTEMBER 1992

AROUND THE STATE

When West Germany was
'formed in 1949, the country's
leaders wrote a liberal politi
cal asylum law into the consti
tution as a form of atonement
for Nazi atrocities.
:: Now, in reaction to the law

that has allowed 500,000 refu
gees into Germany this year,
the ghost of Nazism has risen.

Neo-Nazis have rioted
against refugees in Rostock
and other German cities. The
riots have plunged Germans
into soul-searching about the
country's past and about tight
ening immigration laws.

With all the huge problems
arising out of reunification
two years ago, Germany has
remained generous, hospita
ble and open.

It spends far more than any
other European country on
foreign aid, as witness its ef
forts in starving Somalia.
•Compared with the half-mil
lion refugees in Germany,
Britain and France reluc
tantly accepted only a few
thousand each.

Officials say that 1,100 refu
gees arrived every day from
January through July. There
are 360,000 unprocessed appli
cations for asylum.

Meanwhile, Germany is
providing free meals, lodging
and spending money of up to
$360 a month for a head of
family and lesser amounts for
other family members. The
costs run into the billions.

The worst anti-refugee ri
ots have taken place in the
former East Germany, still
struggling to overcome devas
tating decades of Communist
rule. Eastern Germans are
recognizing that it may take a
generation to reach the west
ern standard of living.

Some of them are taking
out their frustration on the
refugees from two dozen dif
ferent countries. Cultural
clashes are evident not only
with Germans, but also with
other immigrants.

Politicians of all parties are
predicting that immigration
laws will be tightened. It also
is likely that the government
will try harder to improve
eastern Germany's economy.

As alarming as the refugee-
bashing neo-Nazis are, they
should not be seen as a resur
rection of Nazism. Germany
has laid that part of its past to
rest.

HORN APLENTY Around 1 880, Wenzel Friedrlch

and other Texas cabinetmakers began creating

home furnishings from Longhorn horns. At a new

show at San Antonio's Witt© Museum devoted to

objets d'horn, patrons will see a chair upholstered

in jaguar and a sideboard that belonged to

Empress Carlota of Mexico. September 26-Jan-

uary 10. $4. 3801 Broadway (512-829-7262).

At breakfast, a 'praktisch' way to deal with trash
•y Theresa Waldrop
Los AngelesTimes Service

It's breakfast time at a
pleasant little inn just off the
road from Germany's high
speed thoroughfare, the
Autobahn. The table is set with
plates, silver, glasses and
baskets of breads and jam.

In the middle of the table

sits an unfamiliar object — a
large, round plastic container
adorned with a floral pattern.
It's empty. We look at it and
wonder: Can it be a a flower
vase, or perhaps a flask to
keep the coffee warm?

A couple at a nearby table

solves the puzzle. They tell us
that we put the breakfast
scrap in the container, so that
the table is kept neat and
clean. "Praktisch, nicht?" the
wife says contentedly.

It is practical because quite
a bit of scrap piles up at the
inn's breakfast table. Bread,
cheese, sausage, marmalade,
butter, cream, tea bags and
sugar — everything is tucked
into its own little package. The
container is soon filled.

Simply throwing waste in
the trash bucket isn't good
enough anymore. Luckily for
government officials, who
have just passed the world's

most stringent recycling law,
Germans are quick to
recognize this. For years
citizens have trundled used
paper and glass to containers
located in every community.
Shoppers take bags back to
stores. Opinion polls show that
75percent of Germans believe
environmental problems are
the most important issue for
society.

The German devotion to
recycling is evident in the little
town of Vaterstetten, outside
Munich. At 9:30 a.m. there is
already a long line outside the
local recycling station. When
the gates open, people spread

over the area, depositing bags
and packages in various
containers, cases and barrels.

"Stop there! That's
absolutely wrong!" shouts a
guard to an old woman. She
had just emptied her entire
bag, which included plastic
trash, in the same bin.

"This is not the way to do
it," the guard says and shows
the woman where the different
material belongs.

"I have dumped my trash
here for four years, but this
thing with plastic, this I have
never learned," the woman
sighs.
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Hugo Bruno Uetzel - New Braunfels Merchant
by

Lottie Nebergall Miller (Granddaughter)

Hugo Bruno Uetzel came to New Braunfels at age 10 with his
parents, Christian Frledrlch Uetzel and his wife Johanna, In
1846. They came via Galveston on the "Margaretha", landing
there on October 26. There were six children including Hugo.

The 1660 census shows Hugo Bruno to be 23 years old and an
apprentice to Charles Floege, a merchant. Hugo later owned his
own general merchandise store on the corner of West San Antonio
and South Hill streets. The location was next to the railroad

tracks. The building was a two story wooden structure with a
porch type roof overhanging the sidewalk. Two large paned glass
windows with wooden shutters flanked the front double doors. At

the side of the building away from Hill Street, stair steps led
to the second floor. There were three windows on the front of

that floor.

The International and Great Northern railroad came to town

in 1880. In fact it came right down Hill Street splitting it in
two. Taking advantage of the railroad coming so close to his
store Mr. Uetzel crated and shipped eggs to St. Louis, MO. Two
of his daughters gathered the eggs by horse and buggy from
farmers in the surrounding country side. This turned out to be a
profitable venture.

Among his merchandise he had bolts of cloth, Including
gingham in small black and white check. This was very popular
especially for women's aprons. It was also more colorfast in
washing than other materials such as percales. He also carried
bolts of damask for tablecloths, "White" foot-pedal sewing
machines, dinnerware, kitchenware and of course groceries.

School was located about a block and a half from the

store. Uhen classes were dismissed for the day his children
would run into their father's store to get some juicy apples from
the barrel. They would then rush next door to the home of
Hermann Seele, the first teacher in New Braunfels, where they
would place their apples on a shelf of his unique cast iron
stove. Uhen the apples were warmed thoroughly the children would
sit on the floor, munch on their apples and listen to Mr. Seele
tell them stories.

Directly across the railroad tracks from the Uetzel home,
on the wide part of the divided Hill Street, stood a livery
stable. Among the services was the hire of surreys and buggies.
Groups of young adults, as well as families, used these for
transport to Landa's Pasture (as Landa Park was called in those
days) for picnics along the banks of the clear bubbling Comal or
for rides into the country to visit relatives or friends.

Uhen not busy, Mr. Uetzel would often sit In front of his
store relaxing in his storekeeper's chair, (very similar to a
Captain's chair). He was not the only one who liked the shade of
the store. It was the habit of the Mexicans of that time to

while away the time leaning in a crouching position against the
walls of the building. One such person was "Lange Louise" (tall
Louise) who almost became a fixture at the store, because she
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spent so much time crouching there, rolling and smoking
cigarettes. Lange Louise was a customer of the Wetzel store as
were many other Mexicans, who lived in small houses along the
west side of Hill Street. Mr. Wetzel spoke their language
f1uent1y.

Mr. Wetzel, his wife Bertha (nee Penshorn) and their eight
children lived In a small white clapboard house immediately
behind the store. Mrs. Wetzel died November 17, 1880. That was
the same year the railroad came through. In fact relatives told

the story that her funeral took place on the very same day the
first train pulled through town beside the old store and family
home.

When Mr. Wetzel decided to retire he sold his business,

house and grounds and purchased a house Just down the street
where he, two of his unmarried daughters and a son lived. The
front part of the house is Fachwerk covered with boards painted

white. Living quarters originally were in two rooms on the
ground floor and the kitchen and eating area were in the
basement. Mrs. Alfred (Dittlinger) Liebscher tells that her

parents lived there at one time also. The present structure
contains a living room and bedroom in the old part, a bedroom,
bath, dining room and a kitchen have been added at the back.

In his declining years Mr. Wetzel insisted on dressing up
by adding a coat and hat to his usual attire, and being taken to
the front porch. He would sit by the porch railing by the
sidewalk shaking hands and visiting with passers-by, most of them
former customers.

Hugo Bruno Wetzel was born May 9, 1836 and died August 3,

1913. He is burled in Comal Cemetery, New Braunfels, TX.

14 November 1989. tjc
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206 Schloss Etiquette for Texans

by Ron and Roberta Nelson

After following the directions our friend Henry had scribbled on a
cocktail napkin, we found ourselves face-to-face with the outer-wall of a
small castle in a remote part of southern Germany. The castle was exactly as
described and just what we needed, an out-of-the-way place, not frequented by
tourists. Being half way through our usual European travel itinerary of
trying to cram four-months travel into four weeks we needed a couple of days
to unwind. We had no idea that what lay in store for us inside this 14th
Century castle was far from the relaxation anticipated.

After parking in the cobblestone-paved courtyard we began looking for
the entrance. Schloss Furstenek was about three stories tall and constructed
of large gray stones. The only access to the castle appeared to be stairway
that jutted out from and formed part of the castle wall. We unpacked the car
and carried our luggage up 30 steps which ended abruptly on a small landing.
A large door was on the left; a sheer wall about 15 feet high was straight
ahead. Later in the day we learned that atop this wall was a picturesque
little patio. Though the patio's original purpose was probably the location
to pour boiling tar on hostile intruders, now it contained tables and chairs
and was a superb location for enjoying an afternoon glass of German wine.

The castle door was ominous. Shaped like an arch, it was at least 12
feet tall and 6 feet wide and constructed from solid timber about 10 inches
wide and 6 inches thick. The timbers were standing on end and fastened to
gether with steel straps. With a little imagination one could identify the
marks in the door as gouges made by spears, axes, and various other 14th
Century implements of war. A twist of the eight-inch long, wrought-iron
handle and a strong shove opened the door and we were inside.

The small room that served as a lobby was not well lighted. To the right
were the stairs that led up to the patio. We rang the bell which was located
on a small table at the foot of the stairs. Suddenly, from around a corner
came Erica, the proprietress and head cook. Her cheerful smile and colorful
attire were in marked contrast to the dark surroundings. Henry must have
described us to her because her greeting was as if we were life-long friends.

After we signed the guest register Erica gave us a quick tour of the
castle and then took us to our room, which was up another flight of stairs.
Our room was located in a corner of the castle and the large windows looked
out in two directions. From one window we could see a lush green forest and
from the other, miles of rolling grassy-country side, bisected by a winding
river. The forested route we had driven to the castle gave no indication of
the magnificent view, especially from this room. We spent the rest of the
day exploring the castle grounds and walking along the river. After wine on
the patio we went inside for dinner and enjoyed one of the best dining expe
riences of our trip.

While we were waiting for dessert, a gentlemen got up from his table and
came over to introduce himself. He held out his hand and said in English,
flavored with a heavy German accent, "My name is Wilhelm Schmidt, and you
must be the Nelsons?" We were speechless. Here in a small castle in an out-
of-the-way part of Germany, a complete stranger calls us by name. Wilhelm
could see the startled look on our faces. He explained that he had recently
met our mutual friend, Henry Thornton, who had told him we would be at the
castle for two days. Wilhelm then motioned for his wife, who spoke no Eng
lish, to join him at our table. He invited us to their home for the remain
der of the evening. We instantly realized this was indeed a great honor and
accepted his invitation. He suggested that when we finished our dessert we
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meet in the parking lot and follow them to their home, about 10 KM from the
castle. He and his wife then left the dining room. When Erica brought the
desserts the Schmidts were nowhere to be seen. The significance of this
little incident was not apparent until much later.

The evening at the Schmidts was memorable. We are always amazed at how
complete strangers, even of different cultures, can find common ground and
enjoy each other's company. It was after 1:00 a.m. when we finally thanked
our hosts for a great evening and made our way back to the castle, having no
idea that the evening was far from over. After we parked the car and were
making our way across the cobblestones to the stairway leading to the front
door we became a little suspicious; the castle and courtyard were completely
dark. This darkness was accentuated by not even a hint of moonlight.

By the time we arrived at the foot of the stairs our eyes had grown
accustomed to the dark, enough at least to allow us to negotiate the 30
stairs with no problem. At the top of the stairs we found the huge wooden
door in the same position as on our first trip up the stairs: closed. Howev
er, this time turning the handle and shoving the huge door didn't produce the
same results; the door didn't budge. It took several other attempts before
we would admit that we were locked out. We tried the room key in the lock
but to no avail. We knew that banging on the six-inch solid timber door
wouldn't do anything but produce sore hands, but we did it anyway; we were
right. It now occurred to us that an outlying Castle-Hotel in Germany did
not operate in the same way as a Holiday Inn on a major U.S. Interstate.
There is no walk-in trade at 1:00 a.m. and, hence, no need for a 24-hour desk'
clerk. The last person to go to bed turns out the lights and locks the door.
Our lack of proper castle etiquette, not telling Erica we were going out for
the evening, meant we were most likely going to sleep in the car.

As we turned to go downstairs we heard a noise coming from the balcony
above us. It appeared to be someone singing softly. We listened carefully
and heard "Rule Britannia, Britannia Rules the Waves" cutting through the
clear night sky. What an incredible piece of luck! The only other foreign
guest at the castle was an English salesman we had met earlier in the after
noon on that very same patio where he was now trying to communicate with the
Queen. If we could only get his attention, maybe he could go downstairs and
open the door. We hollered a couple of times and the singing stopped.
Several more shouts of "Down Here" brought our potential savior to the wall
that surrounded the patio. A head appeared and a voice said in very slurred
English, "What ya want?" By the sound of his voice he had stayed on the
patio throughout the evening and continued to enjoy the fine German wine.

It seemed like forever but we finally got through his mental haze that
we were locked out and needed him to go downstairs to unlock the door. With
a "Be ther'na jiffy" he disappeared. About five seconds had elapsed when we
heard a loud crash and abundant profanity. The stuporous Englishman was
apparently having a wrestling match with a patio table and the table was
winning. We whispered to one another, "We've asked this guy to negotiate a
flight of stairs in his inebriated condition. Certainly we won't be liable
for the consequences!"

We waited in silence for what seemed an eternity and finally we heard a
noise on the other side of the door. At last, we thought, we can get this
nonsense over with and get to bed. There was a discernible jingling of keys
on the other side of the door but nothing was happening. "Unlock the door,"
we yelled. "I can't get the key in the lock," was his garbled response.
Obviously his physical dexterity was coming to grips with the alcohol level
of his blood stream. Several more minutes of key jingling and profanity were
climaxed with a loud thud followed by total silence. We just shrugged our
shoulders and started down the stairs on our way back to the car, assuming
our only hope of a good night's sleep had collapsed on the wrong side of the
locked castle door. We wondered just how close the key had come to the lock,
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by how 'many fractions of an inch we were going to miss sleeping in a bed.
But we also thought we were quite fortunate, given the Englishman's condi
tion, that something other than hot tar had not come over the patio wall.

Fortunately, our VW had fold-down front seats which, while not as com
fortable as a bed, were better than trying to sleep on the ground. At this
point we welcomed any place to lie down. We had just arrived back at our car
when we saw the head-lights of another vehicle approaching the passageway
through the castle wall. The driver parked a short distance from us. When
he got out we recognized him as the castle grounds-keeper whom we had met
during the day on our exploration of the castle. Again we were fortunate in
that his English was better than our German.

He was startled at seeing us approaching his car. Before he could ask
us what we were doing outside the castle at this time of night we said,
"We're locked out. Do you have a key?" "You're what?" he replied. "Locked
out," we repeated. As we walked toward the stairs he told us that he lived
in the grounds-keeper's cottage and didn't have a key to the front door. We
further divulged our encounter with the Englishman.

When we arrived at the top of the stairs the grounds-keeper began hit
ting the solid wooden door with both hands and screaming, "Erica, Erica, wake
up." He kept this up for several minutes but soon realized, as we did earli
er, this was getting nowhere. Suddenly he said, "I've got an idea; don't go
away." As if there were anywhere to go! In about five minutes we heard
something being dragged across the cobblestone courtyard. Moments later the "
ground's keeper emerged at the bottom of the stairs with an extension ladder.
We went down the stairs and helped him bring the ladder to the landing. We
raised the ladder to the vertical position and pulled the rope to raise the
extension portion. Once the ladder was in position, he said he would hold it
secure while we climbed up to the patio. He told us to go on and go to bed;
he would put the ladder back.

While ascending the ladder we wondered how many times had warriors tried
to storm this same castle wall in exactly this fashion. Although we were
entering the castle under somewhat peaceful conditions, once on the patio we
did notice the winner of the most recent conflict lying on its side. We
uprighted the table and made our way to our room.

Safely inside we realized this evening was an adventure we would always
remember. However, in the future we could not be assured of as orderly an
outcome, so we made an immediate entry into our notebook of proper Schloss
etiquette: "When leaving a German castle for an evening of merriment, make
sure you have a way back in, preferably not by ladder.

Query on Zavala County Sentinel

Frances Ott Allen, member, Society for German-American Studies,
is trying to research the World War II internment camp, which was
located in Crystal City, Texas. It was mentioned in a lengthy
article by Walter Jacobs, which was published in the SGAS
Newsletter. She is especially trying to locate a library which
has copies of the newspaper Zavala County Sentinel dated 1940 to
1950. The newspaper was published in Crystal City, Texas. Any
other information would also be most welcome. Address: Frances

Ott Allen, 10025 Arborwood Drive, Cincinnati, Ohio 45251.
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LIFESTYLE/ARTS

Oaf *, Wz.
San Antonio Express-News

German photographer's exhibit
focuses on Mexican folkways
By Dan R. Goddard
Express-News Arts Writer

Hugo Brehme, a German, be
came known as the "father of Mex
ican landscape photography," but
the exhibit of 30 of his sepia photo
graphs at the San Antonio Museum
of Art focuses on folkways from
the period of Porfirio Diaz through
the Mexican Revolution.

Drawn from the permanent col
lection, "Aperture on Mexico: The
Photographs of Hugo Brehme 1910-
1925" goes on display Saturday at
the museum and will continue

through Jan. 3.
Taken in and around Mexico

City during the first two decades of
the 20th century, Brehme's photo
graphs mimic the style of genre-
painters during the period, record
ing the traditional dress, customs,
festivals, celebrations and arts and
crafts. Taken mostly in rural vil
lages and outdoor markets, the
photographs have a painterly qual
ity.

For example, "Ultimo
Recuerdo" shows a mother and

grandmother holding the body of a
dead child dressed as St. Michael

in a small crown and cape. The
women believed the child would go
directly to heaven and become an
"angelito." The same pose can be
found repeated in folk paintings
from the period.

Born in Germany in 1884,
Brehme. emigrated to Mexico be
fore the start of the Mexican Revo
lution in 1910. He bought the studio
and equipment of a Swedish pho
tographer, Emilio Lange, and be
gan recording the country's archi
tecture, indigenous groups and

PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE EXPRESS-NEW}

Hugo Brehme is known as the 'father of Mexican landscape,
photograpy.' This photo titled 'Musicos Campesinos' is among the
30 photographs on display at the San Antonio Museum of Art.

daily life. Many of his landscapes
were published in the book "Mexi
can Pintoresco" (Berlin, 1923).

But curator Marion Oettinger
selected photographs for this ex
hibit that reflected the folk culture.
Images include a group of women
working on embroidery, an outdoor
dance, a sombrero shop and people
in ornate costumes standing near
thatch huts. Other photographs
capture a group of charros show
ing off their fancy cowboy outfits
on the city square.

An 1840 "crowned nun" painting
by Guadalajara artist Feliz Zarate

is also on display in the museum's
Great Hall as the object of the
month. Known as "Monjas Coro-'
nadas," it is a portrait of a young
woman about to enter the Domini

can order — represented by the
image of Saint Dominic that hangs'
around her neck. Her crown, laced
with flowers, contains images of
the Virgin of the Immaculate Con
ception.

"Aperture on Mexico: The PholQ-
graphs of Hugo Brehme" runs
through Jan. 3 at the San Antonio
Museum of Art, 200 W. Jones Ave..
978-8100.

Dor Sch«ln trUgt \\.$
Die alte Konsistorialrfitin bcsiohb'gte ein Feld-
lazarett. Am Bett eines Verwundeten mit Kopf-
verbind fragto lie:
„Ach, Sio sind wohl am Kopf verwundet?"
Landser: »N©e, ioh hab' einen BaudischuB; mir
ist nur der Verband raufgerutscht."

Bewelt rf &
„Glaubst du an die Seelenwanderung, Heinrich?",
„Gewifi, Erwin, ich bin uberzeugt, daB ich friiher
ein Esel gewesen bin!"
.Warum gerade ein Esel?"
„Weil ich dir hundert Mark gepumpt habe."
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Middle High Gorman Speakers
Discovered In Hungary

Helmut Ottenjann,historianand
director of the museum village

in Cloppenburg (Lower Saxony),
saidonMonday(December 17)that
he had discovered a small group of
persons of German ancestry b the
city of Nagybdrszdny, Hungary, 80
kilometers north of Budapest, who
speak a variation of Middle High
German. The state government of
LowerSaxonyandthe Gdttingen In
stitute for Scientific Film had com

missioned Ottenjann to act as con
sultant to a research project on
Hungarian Germans.

According to his findings,
Nagyborzsony was settled in the
twelfth century by people from
Thuringia and the Harz mountains.
TheirGerman, incomprehensible to
modern speakers, remained alive
until the Second World War, when
Hungary outlawed its instruction.
Only 1,050 of the inhabitants, all of
them elderly, speakit today,Otten
jannsaid.

Sonnig
Bis Ehepaar stand in£ampen auf

Sylt vor dem Gemalde elses em-
heimischen Slaters, der In einem
klelnen Kunstgewerbeladen eine
Privatausstellung seiner Werke
arrangiert hatte.

.HObscfa, die DOnen.bei Sonnen
untergang'', meinte er.

JBei Sonnenautgang willst du
wohl sagen", sagte sie. ' -

„Neln, bei Sonnenuntergang*?, be-
harrte der Mann.

.Nein, bei Sonnenauigang", be-
harrtesie.

Da mischte sich der Znhaber des
Geschaftes ins Gesprach. „Dttnen
bei Sonnenuntergang sind es",
meinte er. „Bis Mittag scbl&ft der
Maler namlich immer seinen Rausch
aus."

Germany Seeks Permanent U.N. Council Seat
j ByPAUL LEWIS

Specttl to The New York Timet

UNITED NATIONS, Sept. 23 — Ger
many told the United Nations General
Assembly for the first time today that
it would like a permanent scat on the
Security Council and promised to re
vise its Constitution so that German
soldiers could take part in United Na
tions military operations.

The German statement, made by
Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel in an
address to the Assembly, was widely
viewed as a sign that two years after
reunification Germany is ready to take
a role in world political affairs com
mensurate with its economic strength.

Mr. Kinkel made clear thai Germa
ny was still unwilling to go on the
offensive in seeking a permanent seat
on the 15-nation Council, the body
charged with preserving world peace,
saying, "We will not take the initiative
in this respect."

But he noted that a debate on enlarg
ing the Security Council was under way
and that "if a change in the Council's
composition is actually considered we,
loo, shall seek a permanent seat."

Mr. Kinkel's comments came one

day after the Japanese Foreign Minis
ter, Michio Watanabo, dropped a broad
hint, as he did in his speech last year,
that Japan also believes its economic

importance merits permanent Securi
ty Council membership by 1995, when
the United Nations celebrates its 50th
anniversary.

In the past, the United States has
supported the principle of Council
membership for Japan and, since re
unification in October 1990, for Germa
ny as well. But it has also quietly
discouraged both countries from press
ing openly for permanent membership,
fearing that any attempt to amend the
United Nations Charter risks unleash
ing pressures for more far-reaching
organizational changes. Now that Ger-

Continued on Page A4, Column 4

tUMT^MikTsortUsQ S*ff £4,(4*1-
Continued From Page Al

many and Japan are becoming more
explicit about their wishes, Washington
may have to decide whether to come
out publicly in favor of or against their
membership.

Five Permanent Members

At present, permanent membership
is confined to the United States, Brit
ain, France, Russia and China, the five
World War II victors, who also have a
veto on decisions. The 10 rotating mem
bers of the Council serve two-year
terms.

Many countries consider that this no
longerreflects the realitiesof the mod
ern era. Pressure to expand or change
the membership is growingamong the
poor populous countries in the United
Nations and popular sentiment to join
the Council is also thought to be build
ing in Japan and Germany.

Mr. Kinkel said today that the "effi
ciency and credibility" of the Council
were important if it was to serve as an
effective guardian of international
peace. German officials say that the
pressures will force the UnitedNations
to reconsider the Council's member
ship in the next few years and that
Germany will seek permanent a seat
then.

Changes in the Council's member
ship are almost certain to be accompa
nied with complications and disputes.
Many third world countries resent the
privileged position of the present Per
manent Five, as they are called, and
want greater representation for the
world's populous poorer nations.

This week Brazil's Foreign Minister
threw his weight behind what has come
to be called the Brazilian plan, under
which Germany and Japan would get
permanent seats but without a veto,
along with such countries as Brazil,
India, Egypt and Nigeria.

But the addition of five or six more
permanent members would bring pres

sure for more rotating seats as well,
raising the Council's membership to 25
or so, which some diplomats fear would
make decisions harder to reach.

German officials say the Govern
ment decided that the time was right to
press more openly for permanent
Council membership because of a feel
ing that Britain and France would nev
er agree to an alternative plan under
which they would" merge their national
seats into a single permanent seat rep
resenting the European Community as
a whole.

The German Foreign Minister also
sought to deal with one of the major
arguments against giving Germany
permanent Security Council member
ship today —the Government's conten
tion that a constitutional ban against
sending German soldiers outside the
NATO area prevents it from taking
part in United Nations peacekeeping
operations.

Mr. Kinkel said the ruling coalition of
Christian Democrats and Free Demo
crats was committed "to make our
armed forces available to the United
Nations, with the approval of Parlia
ment, for peacekeeping and peacemak
ing assignments." German officials
said this phrase was meant to include
both classic peacekeeping operations
and military enforcement action
against aggressors authorized by the
Security Council.

"As a reunited and sovereign coun
try we must assume all the rights and
obligations of a member of the United
Nations to avoid any discrepancy be
tween our verbal commitment to peace
and human rights and our active in
volvement in their defense," Mr. Kin
kel said.

In Supporting Roles

In fact, German armed forces have
played supporting roles in several
United Nations peacekeeping opera
tions recently in what German officials
here say is a calculated policy of pre
paring German public opinion for a
larger role.

A German army field hospital is now
deployed in Cambodia, for instance,
and United Nations arms inspectors
travel around Iraq in German military
helicopters flown by uniformed Ger
man pilots and maintained by a Ger
man ground staff.

Not all German legal experts agree
that the Constitution bars Germany
from taking part in United Nations
peacekeeping operations. But the Gov
ernment wants Parliament to approve
a constitutional amendment giving it
an unambiguous right to send forces
abroad on United Nations business.
However, it has been unable to assem
ble the necessary majority so far be
cause of deep-seated objections by the
left wingof the oppositionSocialDemo
crats.

Salvadoran Notes Advances

President Alfredo Cristiani of El'Sal
vador told the General Assembly today
that the agreement last year ending his
country's long and bitter civil war was
moving ahead as planned and that the
demobilization of the rebel forces
would be completed by the Oct. 3)
target date. .*

Mr. Cristiani also received the report
of an independent three-man commis
sion inquiring into human rights
abuses and corruption together with its
recommendations, which he must com
ply withwithin 60days. He refused to
disclose details of the recommenda
tions and said they would be dealt with
confidentially.

At a news conference later, Mr. Cris
tiani said the cost of returning El Sal
vador to normalcy after 12 years of
fighting would be $1.8 billion, including
land redistribution, establishing a new
civil police force and repairing the
country's damaged infrastructure.

The Presidents of Bosnia and Herze
govina and of Croatia signed a new
friendship agreement today under
which they will coordinate their de
fense efforts against the Serbian au
thorities in Belgrade.
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The German Draft Revolt

in Colorado, Austin, and Fayette Counties

prepared by Bill Stein
as an address to the German-Texan Heritage Society

and delivered September 13, 1992

For the German and Austrian settlers in northern Colorado County, and their
countrymen in Austin and Fayette Counties, the Civil War was a most unwelcome
intrusion, on their lives and on their ideals. These families, known colloquially as
Dutchmen, had only recently departed their monarchic home states for a new life in the
New World. Though they may have been attracted by economic opportunity, most were
filled with romantic notions about democracy and the will of the people. What then were
they to do when, despite their own very heavy balloting against the proposition, on
February 23, 1861, in a statewide referendum, the citizens of Texas voted to secede
from the United States and seek admission to the Confederacy? Should they take up
arms against the United States in defense of their newer country, a country that was
founded to a large extent so that practices that were reprehensible to them could be
perpetuated? Or should they reject the will of the people as expressed in the democratic
process and resist conscription into the army?

Many Germans eventually chose to join the Confederate Army. For example, in
Colorado County, Germans formed a company of infantry under Captain Hermann Emil
Mathias Jordt and in Fayette County, a company of artillery under Captain Edmund
Creuzbaur. Still, some of these German Confederates, including future state represen
tative Johann Friedrich Leyendecker, served rather reluctantly. According to family
sources, Leyendecker 6pent a good bit of his time in the military thinking of ways to get
out altogether. At least one of his schemes was ingenious, if transparent. In 1864, he
wrote to General John Bankhead Magruder to ask for a furlough, as well as a rifle,
ammunition, and the assistance of a friend, so he could go home to invent exploding
bullets.

Many other Germans had experiences similar to those of Frank Albert Laake
during the war. Laake had been in America for only a few years and in Colorado County
for just a few months when the question of secession came up for a vote. A Unionist
and, by trade, a freighter, he avoided the draft by signing on to haul cotton to Mexico.
On one trip, his caravan was attacked by bandits. One of his companions was killed and
he himself was hit in the head with a metal object. The wound left a scar that remained
bald for the rest of his life. But eventually Laake's service as a freighter was not enough
for the Confederacy and he was conscripted in Columbus. Given leave to take his wagon
and team home, he did so, then fled into Mexico. He left Mexico shortly afterward for
New Orleans, and enlisted in a U. S. Army infantry unit. He served until June 1,1866,
after which he returned to his home in Texas.

Others found more creative ways to avoid the draft. Michael Krenek of Frelsburg
picked his cotton and conducted his public affairs wearing a dress and a bonnet. One
man approached his physician, Hermann Nagel, a Unionist and abolitionist, and proposed
an elaborate plan to fake an illness, his death, and a funeral, making sure that the coffin
was large enough to afford him an ample supply of air until he could be safely unearthed.
Nagel countered with a less risky plan. Since the man was tall and already quite thin,
the physician suggested simply that he go on a rather extreme diet in the expectation
that he would then fail his physical. Unhappily for both patient and doctor, the man's
examination was postponed for some time. Still he persisted with his starvation diet.
When the day of the physical finally arrived, he was too weak to walk. Nagel laid him
in the bed of a wagon and, concerned that he would not survive the trip, followed on
horseback. Atthe Austin County courthouse in Bellville, confident of the success of their
plan, and no doubt looking forward to a big dinner, Nagel and another man carried him
to the second story, laid him on the floor in front of the examining physician, and were
appalled to hear him pronounced fit enough to herd army cattle.
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Innumerable othermen fled intothe thickets, destined to emerge onlyafterthe
cessation of hostilities. They often formed gangs for their mutual protection, and
subsisted largely through theaid ofan underground networkof sympathetic women and
older men, among them the respected and sagacious Dr. Nagel. Nagel finally, in
November 1863, concerned about his continued well being and the possibility thathis
unusually tall 14 year old son, Karl, might soon beconscripted, secretly fled to Mexico
with his son and a group of other men.

The underground network, however, continued to function, sheltering not just
resistors, but alsodeserters andescaped prisoners of war. In the last yearof the war,
when Aaron Sutton, a Union soldier imprisoned in Texas, escaped his captors, he was
aided by Germans in Fayette and Colorado Counties. Some Germans chose a bolder,
more overt method of resistance. On November 28,1862, A. J. Bell, the Confederate
Army's enrolling officer in AustinCounty, notified his superior, Major J. P. Rewellen,
that a number of local people were balking at being conscripted. He went on to state
that the rebels, most of whom were German, had held a number of very well attended
meetings, many of which were secret, at which they resolved to resist the draft.
According to his information, at the most recent meeting they had decided to petition
the governor, stating that they would not submit to the draft law until and unless they
were armed and clothed and provisions made for their families. Bell requested that a
force be sent to compel the rebels to enroll on government terms. A week later, on
December 4, Fleweilen sent the report to General Magruder and volunteered to lead a
force to ensure compliance. Two days later, Magruder, evidently believing the reports
to be alarmist, ordered Fleweilen to conscript first those who were most resistant and
to have them shipped to regiments outside the state, but to do so in a manner which
would not stir up a rebellion. Whatever measures Fleweilen took were ineffective, for,
after a draft was held just before Christmas, the spirit of rebellion increased. Many of

- the drafted men refused to be sworn in and the officur in charge of doing so was assaulted
and driven from the area. Another man, a friend of the enrolling officer, was mobbed
and beaten as well.

Thereafter, the anti-conscription meetings increased in frequency. On December
30, a number of armed men were seen travelling through Frelsburg, on their way to
Shelby for a meeting the next day. About 600 people, including delegates from
Colorado, Austin, Lavaca, Fayette, and Washington Counties, reportedly attended the
meeting, and resolved to resist the draft by force of arms if necessary. The following
day, a group of German draft resisters met at the home of a man who had been drafted
and organized themselves into a military unit with the express purpose of resisting
conscription. In early January, more reports of the draft resisters began reaching the
high command. One claimed that more than 1000 Germans were gathering at Frelsburg,
planning to resist the draft and free the slaves. Another stated that the Germans were
openly rebellious.

On January 4,1863, in a meeting at Biegel Settlement, calmer elements among
the resisters adopted a long declaration which revealed their concerns. On January 8,
they presented it to Brigadier General William G. Webb, who was headquartered at La
Grange. It read:

The measures taken by the Government to protect this State
against invasion are so far-reaching and serious in their consequences
that they fill our minds with dread and apprehension.

The past has already taught us now regardlessly the Govern
ment and the county authorities have treated the families of those who
have taken the field. We have been told that they would be cared for,
and what up to this time has been done? They were furnished with small
sums of paper money, which is almost worthless, and which has been
refused by men for whose sake this war and its calamities were
originated.

Last year we made tolerably good crops; the prospect for the
next is not very encouraging, and we cannot look forward with
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indifference upon starvation, which we apprehend for our wives and
children.

Although it has been said that we will not be needed for more
than threctmonths, the time for planting willthen be over and our children
may go begging, for the small pay which we are to receive for our
services is insufficient to purchase bread for our families and pay for it.
We and our families are almost destitute of clothing, and have no means
of getting enough to protect us even imperfectly against the cold, from
which cause sickness and epidemics result, as has been experienced in
the Army, where more men have fallen victims of disease than by the
sword of the enemy.

Last autumn we applied to procure cloth from the penitentiary,
but up to this time we have not been able to obtain any, whereas negro-
holders, whom we could name, can get such things and fetch them
home. For these reasons we sympathize with all the unfortunate who
have to provide for their own maintenance, and hope that our authorities
will look upon us as men and not as chattels. With what spirit and what
courage can we so situated fight, and that, moreover, for principles so
far removed from us?

Besides the duty of defending one's country there is a higher and
more sacred one —the duty of maintaining the families. What benefit
is there in preserving the country while the families and inhabitants of
the same, nay, even the Army, are bound to perish in misery and
starvation?

In view of the foregoing we take the liberty hereby jointly to
declare that unless the Army and we obtain a guarantee that our families
will be protected, not only against misery and starvation, but also against
vexations from itinerant bands, we shall not be able to answer the call,
and the consequences must be attributed to those who caused them.

Furthermore, we decline taking the army oath (as prescribed) to
the Confederate States, as we know of no law which compels Texas
troops, who are designed for this State, to take the same.

It is the unanimous wish of those assembled in this meeting to
apply to Brig. Gen. W. G. Webb to use all of his influence to the effect
that the men now drafted for militia service be permitted to stay at home
until they have finished planting.

By authorization and in the name of about one hundred and
twenty citizens.

Webb claimed the document itself provided enough evidence of sedition to send
the ringleaders to prison for more than two years. On the day that Webb received the
declaration, martial law was authorized in Colorado, Fayette, and Austin Counties, and
Texas Governor Francis R. Lubbock arrived in La Grange to assess and deal with the
revolt. He remained for two days, receiving the ringleaders and listening to their
complaints.

Meanwhile, Magruder was ordering Colonel Peter Hardeman, commander of the
500-strong Arizona Brigade, which was camped at Columbus, to move against the
resisters. On January 11, Hardeman's adjutant reported that 25 men under Major
George T. Madison had been sent to La Grange and 25 under Lieutenant R. H. Stone to
Bellville, and that Hardeman himself had taken 50 men to arrest the ringleaders and
disarm the disloyal citizens. Within a week, the insurrection was over.

Since the actions for which they had been arrested occurred before the
declaration of martial law, the men who were arrested were turned over to the civil
authorities in Austin and Fayette Counties. In Fayette County, much to the chagrin of
the army, the men were immediately released.

Complaints had also been made that the soldiers who had made the arrests had
committed depredations on citizens. An early February report to Magruder stated that
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the arrests were evidently made with considerable cruelty to the prisoners and to women
and children. The army sent out investigators, and they returned with a report that
exonerated all the soldiers and implicated civilian guides. One woman, who had been
cut by a bayonet and hit with a rifle butt, stated that both blows were accidental and
were more her fault than that of the soliders. It is known that there were a number of

courts martial in Columbus shortly thereafter. It has not yet been discovered whether
or not they had anything to do with the German draft revolt.

Note: The German Declaration of January 4, 1862 can be found in Official Records,
Series I, Volume XV, p. 921,
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State's encyclopedia
hit by budget cutbacks
ByBOBTUTT
Houston Chronicle

Financial woes are forcing the
Texas State Historical Associa
tion to slash funds for an ambi
tious update of the state's ency
clopedia, The Handbook ofTexas.

Thus, the project's annual
budget will drop to 1350,000 from
1550,000 in the fiscal year starting
Sept 1,eliminating the jobs of 10
of 25 staffers.

Managing Editor DougHarnett
said the cutbacks should not keep
the projected six-volume, 6,000-
page work from being published
as planned in the fall of 1995.

About $3million has been spent
on the project since its inception
10years ago, he said. Funds have
come through contributions from
members of the historical associ
ation and the public, grants from
charitable agencies and aid from
such institutions as the University
of Texas at Austin and Texas

A&M University.
With the Texas economyailing,

Bamett said, "the last couple of
years have been pretty lean, fund-
ralsingwise. It's hard for a refer
ence work to compete for dollars
when there are so many other
needs in the state."

But, he said, "the good news is
that the National Endowment for
the Humanities has just notified
us that it's awardinga three-year,
1350,000 challenge grant" for the
project

Tapping these funds will re
quire the historical association to
find contributors to match the
grant dollar for dollar.

Some critics contend the pro
ject has become overly ambi
tious, but association president
Alwyn Ban* disagrees.

"As happens sometimes with
these projects, it grew a littlebit
as we went along and realized we
needed to cover some additional

See HANDBOOK on Page 5D.

areas, but it's beena sound project,"
said Barr, a Texas Tech University
historian. "Funding actually has
beenfairlygood, although it's fluctu
ated from year to year as the econ
omy fluctuated."

The first two volumes of the exist
ing handbookwere publishedin 1952,
followed by a supplementary vol
ume in 1976. Originally, the revised
version was to contain entries on
about 26,000 topics, Bamett said, but
the cutbacks might reduce this to
about 24,000 topics.

"We have graduallyescalated the
size of the staff and the budget
throughout the 10 years of the pro
ject." he said, "and the past two
years, we have made a substantial
effort to get as much of the writing
and editing done as possible."

'It's hard for a
reference work to
compete for dollars
when there are so
many other needs in
the state.'

Managing Editor Doug B«m«tt

So far, 20,000 entries have been
submitted; 16,000 have been edited.
About 2,000 volunteers, ranging from
academic scholars to history buffs,
are doing the bulkof the writing.

The handbook staff at UT is pre
paring articles on selected topics
andcheckingtheaccuracyof entries
received. Bamett said the staff re
ductions include five of 10 writers,
three of eight part-time researchers
and two of seven editors.

Most of the writers and research
ers are graduate students looking to
make "the transition from graduate
school to full-time careers" in teach
ing and other fields, he said.

Plans for the new handbook call
for inclusion of about 50 extended
essays on facets of Texas' history
and development.

"I'm just not going to allow the
possibility that they are not going to
bedone," Bamett said. "In one way
or another,they definitely will all be
in." ,

Bamett noted that the historical
association has moved to create a
permanent core staff for the hand
book to continue work in anticipa
tion of future updates.
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GERMAN TEXANS' GENEALOGY SECTION

Theresa Gold, Genealogy Editor, 106 Ranchland, San Antonio TX 78213

BITS AND PIECES AND NEWS

National Genealogical Society's annual Conference in the States for 1993
will be held 2-5 June in Baltimore, Maryland. The theme is "A Chesapeake
Homecoming" and attendees will have research opportunities in the Baltimore
area as well as in Washington DC. To get on the mail list to receive a
conference program and registration brochure when available in January
1993, send your name and address to: 1993 NGS Conference int he States,
4527 17th Street North, Arlington VA 22207-2399. The 1994 NGS Conference
in the States will be held in Houston, 1-4 June 1994, hosted by Clayton
Library Friends. That conference's theme will be "Exploring a Nation of
Immigrants, Houston Style."

The Gillespian is the brand-new publication of Fredericksburg Genealogical
Society. The premier issue in June 1992 included information on the
origins and organization of the FGS and its research library (located at
411 E. Main St., in the Ressmann-Boos House) as well as the first
installment of a list of library holdings. Several articles deal with the
founding of Fredericksburg, including a two-page spread of photographs of
24 members of the Society of the Protection of German Immigrants in Texas
and a list of the 95 citizens who signed the 17 January 1847 petition
urging Meusebach not to resign. Also in this first issue are the first
installments of indexes of St. Mary's Cemetery and Gillespie County
marriage records, 1850-1870. Although it is not clear how freguently The
Gillespian will be published, it is a worthy endeavor coming out of
Fredericksburg. Address of the FGS is P. O. Box 164, Fredericksburg TX
78624.

German-American Genealogy, a publication of Immigrant Genealogical Society,
had several significant articles in the Fall 1992 issue, including a six-
page history of Rheinland-Pfalz ("The Palatinate"). Other topics covered
include the Social Security Death Index, Seventh Day Baptists in the U.S.,
Czechoslovakian research, guide to Polish Records, immigrants' experiences,
and municipal archives in Amsterdam. IGS members receive this helpful
journal once or twice a year in addition to the monthly Newsletter. Single
copies of German-American Genealogy are $5.00, while individual memberships
are $15.00 per year. The IGS also offers a wide range of research services
to members. Write to IGS at P. O.Box 7369, Burbank CA 91510-7369.

"Up and Down the Winding Stairs; Two Days at the Danish National Archives"
is the title of an article in the March-April 1992 issue of Ancestry.
Although it deals with the two authors' experiences as amateur genealogists
in Copenhagen, their experiences and advice could apply to German
genealogical research as well. They were on a group tour of Scandinavia
with three days in Copenhagen. The article tells how they prepared to make
good use of that limited time. Their advice includes: 1) Do your homework
before you go; do not rely on memory but take copies of all relevant data
with you; 2) Set specific goals for your research project and write down
your "wish list"; 3) Remember that fatigue and unfamiliarity with the
location and language will at least double the time you will need to locate,
data; 4) Do not expect state-of-the-art equipment as machines may be
antiquated and research facilities may be understaffed; 5) Ask specific
questions—instead of "I want everything you have on my family, any time,
any where" ask, "Do you have any baptismal records from 1814 for Holmen's
Church?" 6) Make yourself a promise before you go: even if you do not find
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Bits and Pieces and News, continued
a single piece of new information, you have fulfilled the best part of your
dream by visiting the ancestral homeland.

Texas State Library has published an updated "Circulating Genealogy
Duplicates List" superseding the 1985 edition. This 92-page booklet is a
list of the duplicate materials held by the State Library and thus
available through interlibrary loan. Although copies of the list are not
available to individuals, they are available to libraries, archives,
genealogical societies and historical groups. Check to see if your local
library or organization has a copy. If not, such institutions may request
a copy from Genealogy Collection, Texas State library, P. 0. Box 12927,
Austin TX 78711.

Southwestern Historical Quarterly back issues from 1897 to 1984 are
available to members of Texas State Historical Association free of charge
except for cost of postage. For members, the cost of postage and handling
is $2.00 for the first issue and $.75 for additional issues; for non
members, the costs are $3.00 and $1.00, respectively. This offer includes
all issues between October 1897 and April 1984 that are in stock except for
a few "special theme" issues. For further information and a list of the
specific issues available, see TSHA's newsletter "Riding Line" for Fall
1992, write to TSHA at 2/306 Richardson Hall, University Station, Austin TX
78712, or call (512) 471-1525. (from: TSHA newsletter "Riding Line," Fall
1992)

1890 Census for Travis County was, of course, destroyed in the fire that
wiped out nearly all the manuscript schedules of the Federal Census taken
in 1890. The 1890 Census for 1890 has been reconstructed, primarily from
the 1890 Travis County tax list, supplemented by the 1880 and 1900
censuses, the special 1890 schedules of Union veterans and widows, cemetery
records, and other sources. In two volumes, the 418-page work has over
21,000 names and includes an every-name index. To order, send $57.95 plus
$2.50 postage; Texas residents add $4.68 tax. Order from: Blackstone
Publishing Co., Dept IA, 1507 Cochise Dr., Arlington TX 76012-4321.

Possible Genealogy Stamp The New England Historic Genealogical Society is
encouraging support for a postal stamp highlighting genealogy as part of
the Society's 150th anniversary celebration in 1995. Interested persons
may write; Citizens' Stamp Advisory Comm., U.S. Postal Service, 475
L'Enfant Plaza S.W., Washington DC 20260-6753. (from: St. Louis (MO)
Genealogical Society's newsletter "News 'N' Notes" October 1992)

Federation of Genealogical Societies publishes a guarterly, Forum. For the
past four years, the publisher Ancestry has supported and subsidized this
publication. However with the end of Ancestry's contract, the FGS is now
offering subscriptions to individuals and two free copies to each member
organization. Beginning in 1993, the annual subscription will be $15.00,
but there are two discount possibilities: 1) members of a FGS-affiliated
society and include that society's name on their application will receive a
40% discount ($9.00 per year), or 2) persons who do not belong to an
affiliated society but who subscribe prior to 15 January 1993 will be
charter subscribers and will pay $12.00 per year. To subscribe, or for
further information on how your local organization can become an affiliated,
member of FGS, write to: Federation of Genealogical Societies, P. O. Box
3385, Salt Lake City UT 84110-3385. The 1994 FGS conference will be in
St.Louis MO, 5-7 August, co-hosted by the Missouri State Genealogical
Association, (from: FGS Forum, Fall 1992) Your GTHS Genealogy Editor
attended the 1992 FGS conference in Phoenix in late August and found it
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Bits and Pieces and News, continued
quite worthwhile!

If you have an interest in Swiss ancestry, you can obtain a two-page
article, "Family Research for Americans of Swiss Descent," from the Embassy
of Switzerland, 2900 Cathedral Ave N.W., Washington DC 20007. (from:
Immigrant Genealogical Society Newsletter, Nov. 1992)

Back to your roots is the theme of a group of German residents who
specialize in genealogical and sociohistorical research. The three are
Margit G6ttert and Knut Noack in Mainz and Doris Kunz in Berlin. They
offer such services as preparing ancestral charts; searching for lost
relatives; providing social histories and either written or visual
documents; collecting original documents and illustrated material
(tombstone inscriptions, maps, postcards, etc.); documenting family history
by photo or video; and arranging for travel in Germany. This is a new
business, and we have no information on the rates charged. For further
information, contact their U.S. representative; Damien Marcotte, P. 0. Box
7529, Santa Cruz CA 95061, (408) 457-0542. This is not considered a
recommendation, but if you use this service, please report to us the
results.

***************************************************

FROM OUR MEMBERS

The following section was compiled by your Genealogy Editor from the
information received from our members. If you have an interest in any of
the families mentioned, write directly to the member. To have your story
or query appear in a future issue, write to your Genealogy Editor, Theresa
Gold, 106 Ranchland, San Antonio TX 78213. Items are published free of
charge for members. For non-members, there is a $5.00 query fee.

If you wish to submit a longer article for publication, please be sure
it is camera-ready. The manuscript specifications are: materials must be
typed- single spaced, on 814" by 11" white paper, with only 1/4" margin on
all sides. Remember, your typing must be almost edge-to-edge. Because of
concerns as to the length of the Journal, we suggest that such articles be
limited to two pages.

Although every effort is made to publish reliable and historical
resource material, the GTHS Genealogy Editor does no accept responsibility
for errors in fact or judgement in the materials submitted by members for
publication. This holds also for spelling of names of persons and of
places in Germany; unless a family or place name falls within the previous
personal research experience of the Genealogy Editor, the spelling is used
as submitted by the member.

Gwenn R. Koenig, Rt. 1, Box 57, Castalia IA 52133 is looking for a missing
Koenig ancestor. He was Johann Friedrich Wilhelm Koenig/Konig, born 22
Feb. 1822 near Herford, Westfalen in Germany. He married Charlotte Louise
Pottkamp in 1841 and they had two known children, Johann Friedrich, born 6
Dec. 1841, and Friedrich Wilhelm, born 19 Aug. 1845. Johann Friedrich
Wilhelm Koenig may have used the name Wilhelm; his son, Friedrich Wilhelm
went by Wilhelm. The son, Wilhelm, is Gwenn's ancestor. He married
Henriette Charlotte Louise Johann-Meier. Their first child was born in
1870 in Germany, and the second child was born in 1872 in America. The
brother of her ancestor, Johann Friedrich, stayed in Germany and married
three times with children by each wife. Contacts with descendants of the
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From Our Members, continued
family that remained in Germany have shown that they know nothing of the
missing ancestor. The family legend is that Friedrich Wilhelm may have
gone to America, landing in Texas, but was never heard from again. Does
anyone know of the fate of this Koenig?

Gwenn also offers to do research for anyone needing information in
northeast Iowa, especially in Allamakee, Clayton, Fayette and Winneshiek
counties.

Because of her interest in locating missing Koenig ancestors and
living relatives, Gwenn has teamed up with Charles Koenig of Mount Carmel,
Illinois, to produce the K6nig/Koenig Newsletter. This bimonthly
publication should be of interest to anyone researching Koenig families or
wanting to contact other Koenig descendants. The annual fee of $6.00
should be sent to Charles Koenig, 426 E. 8th St., Mt. Carmel IL 62863.

Patricia (Angerstein) Patterson-Williams, P. 0. Box 1714, Corpus Christi TX
78403 has traced all four of her grandparents back to Germany: Angerstein,
Scheller, Ernst, and Dolgner. She has learned that the London Art Museum
was founded with an art collection purchased from an Angerstein family, but
she has not made the connection yet. She has located pictures of that
Angerstein's children in her family's collection, so she feels there is a
connection. Additional information on Patricia's ancestors is found in the
"Genealogical Exchange" section.

Dick Stewart, 313 Chalet Dr., Millersville MD 21108 is interested in
pursuing several lines of research. The first involves verifying the
location in 1910 of his great grandfather, Hermann Timm, as well as the
parents of his wife, Minna, if they were still living at that time. Dick
found both families in the 1900 Census in Mills County, Texas, with
Hermann, his wife, eight children (four born in Pommern, and four born in
Texas), and his wife's parents (Wilhelm and Wilhelmina Radke/Radeke) all in
the same household. Dick has not yet found this family in the 1910
Census, although he has an envelope addressed in 1910 to Hermann with a
Mills County address. He is also looking for Hermann's place of residence
in Pommern, possibly in Schivelbein, Reitz, or Guntershagen. His father
was a miller and his wife's father owned a bakery. Hermann and family
arrived in New York in November 1888 on the ship "Araalfi." Dick wants to
research the 12 years between arrival and 1900, his first record of them.
He also wants to follow up on the later whereabouts of Auguste
Pachklep/Packlep. Apparently she traveled with the Timm family from
Pommern/Guntershagen on the same ship, but Dick does not know what happened
to her. Finally, he would like to know more about the Radeke family as
they were in Texas prior to the arrival of Hermann and Minna. Dick thinks
that Timm might ultimately be a Swedish family or name and that Radeke
might be Lithuanian. Dick is a professional researcher who uses the
facilities of the National Archives, athe Daughters of the American
Revolution library, the LDS Family History Center in Annapolis, the
Peabaody Library in Baltimore, the local county genealogical society's
resources, the federal Bureau of Land Management, and the Library of
Congress. His business name is Stewart Consultants International, and his
business address is Box 8721, Baltimore MD 21240, telephone or FAX: (410)
987-2057.

Michael Mattern, 1315 W. Forest, Houston TX 77043 wants to know if there
are any present-day descendants of Carl Andreas Mattern and Andreas
Mattern, who were listed among the founders of New Braunfels in our
Journal, Vol. XIII, No. 3, Fall 1991. Michael's own grandfather, Jacob
Mattern, was born in Dertingen on 17 Sept. 1872. He came to Texas just
prior to 1900 and settled first in San Antonio. A baker by trade, within a
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From Our Members, continued

few years he had bought a bakery in Columbus and moved there with his wife.

They had seven children; the only living child is Michael's uncle, Edward,
who by coincidence currently lives in New Braunfels. Carl would appreciate
hearing from anyone who has information on the descendants of Carl Andreas
and/or Andreas Mattern. He also submits his family names for the
"Genealogical Exchange" part of this section.

Robert Laue, 2431 Steeplechase Rd., Gallatin TN 37066 is a new member of
GTHS. He placed a query on his ancestral research in the Newsletter of the
German Genealogical Society of America. He is searching the family of
William Laue, who emigrated in 1846 from Radagast to New Braunfels and
Boerne. He is also interested in Karl Dienger, who came from the Hausen-
Baden area, but he does not know when. The third person of interest is
Christoph Boerner from Bodenwerder who immigrated to Kendall County in
1855. Another research line is that of Bertha Richter. She came from

Zellerfeld in 1846 and settled in San Antonio in 1850.

Cheryl Niemeier, RR 2, Box 2350, Meridian TX 76665-9615 is researching the
Niemeier, Richter, Schroder, Helm, and Haferkamp families of Germany and
Texas. Heinrich Wilhelm Karl Niemeier, called Carl or Charlie in the U.S.,
was born in 18599 in Wehdem, Westfalen, Germany, the son of Carl Heinrich
Niemeier and Wilhelmine Louise Charlotte Renneqarbe. In 1880 he married
Henrietta Charlotte Louise Nagel, the daughter of Carl Friedrich Nagel and
Charlotte Wilhelmine Boerninqhousen. Their first four children were born
between 1881 and 1887 in Wehdem. The family arrived in New York in 1892
and traveled to Texas, landing at Galveston. By 19 Nov. 1892 they were at
Brenham, for their son, Charles Heinrich (Charlie) was born there. Their
next four children were born between 1895 and 1902 in Coryell County.
Cheryl also sent information on Carl Richter, born in 1854 in Wehdem,
Westfalen, the son of Fred Richter. His mother was a Pieper, but her first
name is unknown. He immigrated to Texas in 1874 and in 1880 he and
Wilhelmina (Minnie) Rolfing Niemeier were married in either New Wehdem or
Brenham, Texas. She was born in 1859 in Westfalen, Germany, but her
parents names are unknown. She immigrated to Texas in 1876 with her son
William Niemeier from her first marriage. Carl and Minnie had nine
children, all born in Texas between 1881 and 1904. Cheryl is also
interested in Heinrich Fritz Schroder, born in 1848 in Wehdem, Westfalen.
The names of his parents are unknown, but he married Louise Schlincrman
around 1870 in Westfalen. She was born in 1848 in Westfalen. Their first
two sons were born in Germany; they emigrated about 1875-84 and their third
and fourth sons were born in Texas in 1884 and 1893. Another family of
interest is that of Ludwig and Wilhelmina Helm, who immigrated to Texas in
the early 1870s. He was born in 1842 in Prussia, but the names of his and
Wilhelmina's parents are unknown. Their first child was born in 1868-69 in
Prussia; the next three children were born in Texas between 1871 and 1879
or 1880. Cheryl is also interested in the family of Heinrich (Henry)
William David Haferkamp and his wife, Margarthe Agnes Gaskamp. Both were
born in Germany, Henry in 1838 and Margarthe in 1830. The exact
birthplaces and names of their parents are unknown, as is the date of their
marriage. They had three children born between 1866 and 1871 in Germany
before they came to Texas about 1873. Anyone recognizing these names,
please contact Cheryl.

Dr. Ulla K. Schmid, Museum Schopfheim, Wallstr. 10, W-7860 Schopfheim,
Germany wrote us a nice letter to ask of anyone knows anything about Walter
Friedrich August Werner. He was born in Karlsruhe, Germany, in 1831, and
his real name was Walter F. A. von Roggenbach, but Dr. Schmid is convinced
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From Our Members, continued
he changed his name and lived in the U.S. as Mr. Werner. He immigrated to
Texas in 1853 (not before June) and died in St.Louis, Missouri, in Feb.
1869. Dr. Schmid is searching for biographical information on him,
especially on his life in the U.S. and would like to know if he ever
married and if he had any descendants. Walter F. A. Werner (alias
Roggenbach) was a member of an important noble family from Schopfheim, and
the city museum as a large collection on this Roggenbach family. Anyone
finding either of these names recorded anywhere, please contact Dr. Schmid.

Here is one clue: a Walter F. A. Werner was named as the godfather of
Hermann Roggenbach (born 26 Jan. 1856) when Hermann was baptized on 30
April 1856 in New Braunfels.

***************************************************************************

GTHS MEMBERS' GENEALOGICAL EXCHANGE

At the reguest of several members, we have added a column for "Origin
in Germany" for the Genealogical Exchange. Because of the positive
feedback on this addition, we are continuing this format. The "Origin" may
be given as broadly or as specifically as known. Place and family names are
given as spelled by the contributors.

Researching Origin in Tex. County Religion
Surnames Germany Settled

MEMBER: Joyce Eichmann, 153 Sky Country, New Braunfels TX 78132 tel. (210)
629-9831

Niemann Kratze Comal Lutheran
Kramer/Kraemer ? Williamson Lutheran
Lehmann/Loehmann Timmern Comal Lutheran
Wiedner Buehen Comal Lutheran
Heidemann ? Austin ?
Guentzel ? Austin ?

Boenig Dohnsen Guadalupe Lutheran

MEMBER: Michael A. Mattern, 1315 W. Forest, Houston TX 77043

Mattern Dertingen,Baden Bexar/Colorado Lutheran
Hoffmann Ruppershausen, Westfalen Bexar Lutheran
Zuelecke Briesbach Bexar (?) Lutheran
Michaelis Pereberg, Brandenburg Austin Lutheran
Litzmann Pritzwalk, Brandenburg Colorado Lutheran
Glaeser Obersaide, Saxony Austin Lutheran
Johse Schwerin, Mecklenburg Colorado Lutheran
Sens Buetzow, Mecklenburg Austin/Colorado Lutheran

MEMBER: Dick Stewart, Box 8721, Baltimore MD 21240, tel: (410) 987-2057

Timm Pommern Mills/Tom Green Lutheran ?
Radeke/Radke ? Mills/Tom Green Lutheran ?
Pachlep/Packlep Pommern ? ?
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MEMBER: Kay Herbst Day, 25934 Goldfinch Trail, San Antonio TX 78255

Herbst Comal/Kendall

MEMBER: Betty K. Edgar, 901 Cuthbert, Midland TX 79701 tel. (915) 682-3810

Catholic/Evangelical
Evangelical
Evangelical
Evangelical

MEMBER: Jesse L. Vaughan, 7014 Sycamore, Galveston TX 77551 tel. (409) 763-
6551, ext. 357

Knust Geseke, Westfalen Bosque
Wenzel Durwo, Poland Bosque
Zuehlke Poland Bosque
Draeger Poland Bosque

Budde

Goedecke

Goldback

Holzwarth/
Holzworth

Wuensche/
Wunsche

Mackenbruch, Lippe
Duderstadt, Hanover
Kgr. Sachsen
Oberndorf & Neckarrmes,

Wurttemberg
Gerstdsorf, Kgr Sachsen

Harris Lutheran

Galveston/Harris Lutheran
Harris Lutheran

Galveston/Harris Lutheran

Harris Lutheran

MEMBER: Patricia Patterson-Williams, p. 0. Box 1714, Corpus Christi TX
78403 tel: (210) 992-3383

Angerstein
Becker Behne, Prussia
Scheller/Schiller Langfeld, Saxony
Findelisen Eastern Germmay
Fuhrmann Isinger Pyritz
Dolgner/Dollgener Isinger Pyritz
Ernst/Ackermann Blondelsheim, Alsac
Hirschhauser Ofdilien, Nassau
Schaefer Geissmar, Prusssia

Heimgestadt, Braunschweig Victoria Lutheran
Goliad/Victoria Lutheran

Goliad/Austin/Vic Lutheran
Austin ?

DeWitt/Victoria Lutheran
DeWitt/Victoria Lutheran

Victoria Cath/Luth
Victoria Lutheran

Victoria Lutheran

MEMBER: Mary Elizabeth Joeris Roberts, 4751 Boyd Ave., Groves TX 77619

Joeris Heinsberg-Laffeld, Rhineland
Schiffers Heinsberg or Laffeld, Rhl.
Busch Heinsberg or Laffeld, Rhl.
Walther Saxony
Fertl Munich, Bavaria

Bexar

Bexar

Callahan

Catholic

Catholic

Catholic

Catholic

Catholic

MEMBER: Cheryl Niemeyer, Rt. 2, Box 2350, Meridian TX 76665

Gaskamp ?
Haferkamp ?
Helm Prussia

Nagel Westfalen
Niemeyer Wehdem, Westfalen
Richter Wehdem, Westfalen
Schlingman/Schlingue Westfalen
Schroder/Sehraeder Westfalen

Coryell Lutheran
Washington/Coryell Lutheran

Wash'n/Coryell/Jones Lutheran
Coryell Lutheran

Wash'n/McLennan/Coryell Lutheran
Washington/Coryell Lutheran

Coryell Lutheran
Washington/Coryell Lutheran
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Members' Genealogical Exchange

Researching
Surnames

Origin in
Germany

Tex. County
Settled

Religion

MEMBER: iris T. Schumann, 1079 Fredericksburg Rd., New Braunfels TX 78130
tel: (210) 625-5656, 629-1900

w .„ ProtestantTimmermann Braunschweig

Tcorinnritaa^^ Antoio TX 78209 tel. (210)
MEMBER

824-6019

Staacke

Sartor
Diefenbach

Lassner

Nagel
Metzger
Thofern

Einbeck, Hanover
Langren, Schwalbach
Langren, Schwalbach

Stuttgart
Essen

Switzerland

Prussia

Bexar

Comal/Bexar
Comal

Bexar

Bexar

Dallas
Dallas & in MO Presbyterian

Presbyterian

MEMBERrvernon L. Helmke, 209 Henderson St., San Antonio TX 78209 tel.
(210) 826-7265

Helmke

Leesch

Kabelmacher

Wellman

Krause

Ackermann

Erben

Zunker

Kapitzcke
Wetz

Tode
************

Kirchlinteln
Stralsund

Richtenburg
Schleswig
Ermetheis
Ermetheis
Horcheim

Wurzig
Baumbarten

Offenbach

Richtenburg
**********************

Guadalupe Protestant
Bexar Protestant
Comal Protestant
Guadalupe Protestant
Comal/Kendalia Protestant
Comal/Kendalia Protestant
Comal Catholic
Comal Protestant
Comal Protestant
Comal Protestant
Bexar Protestant

*****************************************

FAMILY REUNIONS

WILLRICH FAMILY REUNION

The sixth Willrich Family Reunion will be held Friday through Sunday, April 23-25,
1993, in the La Grange area with the main headquarters at the VFU Hall near the
Fairgrounds.

Since 1983, some 200 descendants of Georg Carl Willrich have met in La Grange for
this reunion. The immigrant ancestor brought his family to Texas from Hanover in 1846.

The family feels it may be more fortunate than some others since members can
actually gather in front of the original home place to pose for group pictures. The
family's first home in America, Mt. Eliza, was constructed on "the Bluff" about four miles
south of La Grange. Completed in 1847, it was of true German "Fachwerk" with a cedar-
lined basement and walls of heavy cedar timbers filled with stone and masonry. The home
was purchased in the early 1980s and carefully dismantled to be reconstructed, piece by
piece, at a new location some five miles up the road. It is now owned by Hr. and Mrs.
Paul Schenck of Houston, who allow the family the use of the beautiful old homestead.

Reunion activities include: Friday, general meeting and visiting in the evening;
Saturday, lunch and picture taking at Mt. Eliza, supper at the VFW Hall with a "fun night
of activities'; Sunday, memorial services at Monument Hill on the Bluff.

Information sent to GTHS by Mrs. Betty Dring Coffer, Willrich Family Reunion.
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FAMILY REUNIONS , continued

60th PFLUGER FAMILY REUNION PLANNED

by

Julia Mellenbruch (a Pfluger descendent)

All Henry Pfluger, Br. descendents are invited to mark
their calendars for July 4, 1994 to attend the 60th annual
Pfluger Reunion at Pfluger Hall in Pflugervi1le, Texas. A
barbecue lunch will be served at 12:00 noon.

The first Pfluger Reunion was held on July 12, 1934 in
Pflugervilie in the F. H. Pfluger grove, now known as
Pfluger Park. Charley Pfluger, the only surviving child of
Henry Pfluger, Sr. attended with 414 other family members.
It was at his request that this reunion be held. He had
moved west with his family in the 1880's and had settled
near Eden, Texas. At 81, he was eager to have another visit
with his numerous relatives. The reunion was such an

enjoyable occasion that it became an annual tradition.
On July 4, 1992 there were 240 in attendance, having

come from Massachusetts to California. Henry J. BohIs (97)
of Pflugervi1le, a third generation Pfluger, was the oldest
member present. Jim Pfluger. an Austin architect, served as
chairman. Plans were formulated and a committe,
representing each of the ten original descendents was
appointed to make the 60th reunion a very special event.

The 1992-93 committee includes Jim Pfluger, president;
Arthur Charles Pfluger (Georgetown), vice president; Jean
Pfluger Kelly (Houston), secretary; Helen Knebel Nelson
(Austin), treasurer; Gloria Kuempel (Pflugervi1le) ,
historian; Jean Pfluger (New Braunfels), Pfluger Family News
editor. Dr. Werner Pfluger (Austin) and Erwin Pfluger
(Couplanc!) will continue to serve on the Pfluger Hall Board
of Directors with representatives of the Pflugervilie
Volunteer Fire Department. Susan Pfluger Moellenberg (Box
515, Pflugervi1le, Tx 73660) receives donations for
memorials and honorariums for Pfluger Hall. Efforts are
being made to retire the debt on the building before the
1994 celebration.

The Pfluger family arrived in Travis County in 1850
from Altenhasungen, Hessen, Germany and settled a few miles
east of Austin. The two oldest sons, Conrad and George,
had come a year earlier and were greeted by their Uncle John
Liese, who had served in the Texas Revolution, for which he
received a bounty grant of 960 acres of land in the Richland
Community east of the present town of Pflugervilie In
1853 John Liese sold this tract to Henry Pfluger, Sr.and the
family built a home there. Henry Pfluger Sr. and a few
other members of his family are buried in a cemetery which
is located on this land.

In 1893 a post office was established four miles west
of the Pfluger homestead in a store owned by Louis Bohls, a
grandson, who was named the first postmaster. Louis gave it
the name pf Pflugervi1le.

233

GTHS "The Journal" Year 1992 Vol. 14 (XIV) No. 3 (Fall)

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society



234
FAMILY REUNIONS , continued

Pfluger Family Reunion, continued

When the "Katy" Railroad plotted its route through the
area, George Pfluger, a son, donated land for the right-of-
way and the town of Pflugervilie was established in 1904.
In the early years all of the amenities of a small town were
present, including a mercantile store, bank, blacksmith
shop, cotton gin, cotton oil mill, meat market, soda water
factory, lumber yard, drug store, hardware store, ice plant,
public school, churches and even a hotel, which is said to
have been quite elegant for its day.. It was customary for
traveling salesmen, known as "drummers," to take lodging
here. Unfortunately, a kerosene lamp ignited a lace curtain
and the building was destroyed. A number of other small
businesses did thrive, including a telephone company.

A social club, "Schutzen und Kegel Verein," had been
organized in 1891 and a building had been erected in 1900 to
house the bowling alley. The stated objectives of the club
were to (1) further social entertainment, (2) give
neighborly assistance, and (3) uphold the German culture.
Many May Fetes and other community affairs were held here.
When the club disbanded, the land was donated to the
Pflugervilie Volunteer Fire Department. As a memorial to
Henry Pfluger, Sr. the members of the Pfluger Family began a
fund-raising dr?ve in 1981 and Pfluger Hall was erected and
dedicated on July 4, 19S6 on the site of the old club
building. It was donated to the Pflugervilie Volunteer Fire
Department to serve the Pflugervilie Community, with the
exception of July 4 when it is reserved each year for the
annual Pfluger reunion.

The Pflugers have been diligent in keeping genealogical
records. The first history of the Pfluger Family was
published in 1934 by two granddaughters, Lucia and Helena
Pfluger. The last was printed in 1985, with a 20-page
supplementary update in 1992. Four intervening editions
were organized and Edited by Jean Kuemoel Acklin (Round
Rock). A new ediltion is planned for the 60th Anniversary.
As more members cf the family travel to the old homestead in
Germany and also bring documents and letters from their
attics, the next edition should include more family
anecdotes, as well as a complete genealogical account.

The earlier members of the family followed traditional
occupations, such as farming, ranching, real estate and
mercantile pursuits. As the years passed they have also
entered into a wide variety of orofessions from medicine and
church-related to banking, engineering, teaching, research,
and computer science, with law and politics having played a
very minor role. However, Edmund Kuempel (Seguin), a
fourth-generation dsscendent, has served honorably for a
number cf terms in the Texas Legislature.

Whereever they live Pfluger descendents are active in
their community, serving on church boards, school boards,
service organizations and city councils, as well as being
involved in volunteer projects. Many have donated
generously to the community, such as Leon and Gladys Pfluger
who donated the land for the original Pfluger Park in
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FAMILY REUNIONS, continued

Pfluger Family Reunion, continued

Pflugervi1le. This had been the sits of the reunions until
Pfluger Hall was built-

in 1991 Henry Pfluger Sr.'s name was inscribed on the
Immigrant Wall o-f Honor, on Ellis Island, New York, along
with the names o-f 200,000 other immigrants to the United
States.

"T" shirts bearing the logo "Pfluger Family Reunion"
may be seen on school and college campuses and as sports
attire across the country. Pfluger descendents wear them

with pride.x

SCHUTZEN HALLE

JOSEPH PREISS REUNION

235

Descendants of Joseph Preiss gathered recently for their first family reunion at Trinity
Luther Hall in Victoria, Texas with Gladys Arnold, Lillie Mae Duran, Garland and Carolyn Kolle,

Woody and Tom Preiss and Roxy and Wade Boyd hosting. Everyone enjoyed a covered dish lunch,

Reminiscencing and Viewing albums of old family pictures.
A number of family members were recognized, including Willie Gebbert 88, the oldest man

descendant; Ida Preiss 84, the oldest woman descendant; Heather Garrett 3 weeks, daughter of

Ted and Kathy Hornstein Garrett and Christopher Slavik 6 weeks, son of Allen and Karol
Faltysek Slavik the youngest; Clarence and Minnie Preiss 63 years, couple married the longest;
Dean and Lucile Schindler Cary 3 months, couple most recent married; John and Margaret Beckman
traveling the furtherest from Seattle, Washington along with Robert and Valerie Preiss from

Arlington, Virginia and Sue Williams from Weimar, California.

Approximately 131 family members attended with the Alois Preiss family having the greatest
representation of 63.

Gladys Arnold was given special thanks for her splendid work on the Preiss Family History
Book and good luck on her continuing research in Germany.

It was decided to have a reunion every two years with the next one being on August 6, 1994
with Roleen Riedel Diamond and her committee hosting with location being confirmed later.

Joseph Preiss came to Texas in 1854 at the age of 22. He married Anna Marie Dittmeyer
Hofbauer on September 12, 1856 in St. Marys Catholic Church, Victoria, Texas. They lived for
awhile in Victoria working as a Water Carrier. In 1866 Joseph bought land in the Mission
Valley area where they reared their seven children by farming and raising cattle. They

continued living here until they died and are both buried in the Noll Cemetery on FM 237,

Victoria County, Texas.

Sent by Gladys Arnold, Rt. 3, Box 279, Victoria TX 77901
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FAMILY REUNIONS , continued

KEIL-DOHMANN FAMILY REUNION

Seventy-seven descendants attended the second reunion of the Ernestine Michling Keil-
Dohmann family held at the country home of Don and Margaret Vogt in Victoria, Texas.

Hosting the reunion were Rosie and Albert Rothlisberger and the families of Don and
Margaret Vogt, Herman and Madeline Vogt, Mildred and Donald Farek and David Vogt. The invocat
ion was given by Don Vogt.

Prizes were awarded to Dustin White, the youngest person present? Alvena Wernli, the oldest
person present; T.C. and Evelyn Kolle, married the longest; George and Kathy White, most
recently married; Herman and Madeline Vogt of Los Alamos, N.M., for traveling the longest dist
ance; and the Anna Keil Weber family for having the most family members in attendance at 51.

The next reunion is scheduled for June 26, 1993 in Gonzales with Hattie and Allen Wehlmann,

daughter and son-in-law of Regina Albrecht Urban, hosting.
Ernestine Michling married Frederick Keil in Germany, presumably around the Charlottenburg

area in about 1863. They came to Texas on December 1, 1869 landing at Galveston, Texas and
ventured overland to the Industry-New Ulm area in Austin County, Texas. Sometime in 1874
Frederick died and Ernestine married August Dohmann. Ernestine and August eventually
settled first in Goliad County and then in Victoria County where they both died and are buried
in the Coletoville Cemetery, Victoria County, Texas.

Sent by Gladys Arnold, Rt. 3, Box 279, Victoria TX 77901

SIEGERT-BECKMANN, GARLINQ, SCHJLTZ & KPLOW REUNION

The fourth annual Homecoming, Picnic, Gathering or Reunion for the Siegert-Beckmann,
Garling, Schultz & Kulow family members was held at Milheim Harmonie Hall on Sunday, Aug. 2,
1992 from 10 AM to U PM.

The theme was carried out in red and white checked tablecloths and a plant on each group
of tables.

After a greeting and a song, "Amazing Grace", led by Bud and Jo Ann Cain. Grace before
the meal was offered and all enjoyed the particular food they had brought. There was also a
dessert table with LaVerne Siegert in charge.

A puppet show entertained the children present with the JtStory Of Peter Rabbit". Cast
included grandchildren of Lucille (Siegert) and Lawrence Ricke. Many goodies and prizes were
distributed to the children between scenes.

Prizes were awarded by Lucille Siegert Ricke and Dorothy Siegert Storenski to the old
est man, Noryeal Yendryj oldest lady, Elizabeth Kulow; married longest, Leona and Wilbur
Heldberg; most children, Idell and Harold Siegert; youngest child, Trey Besetznyj second
youngest, Chris Norwood; newlywads, Elsie Siegert Townsend and Hubby; high school student
with all A's, Maudie New; middle school student with all A's, Sarah Arnold; traveled the
fartherest, Mary Norwood and family, from Alabama; door prize-, Dora Palm, a filled picnic
basket. Many other prizes were won by members as donated by members.

A final surprize consisted of the table plant on each table, won by white tag under his
or her chair.

We now have a new volunteer on the committee. She is Joy Dell Siegert Miller of Maurice-
ville, Texas, daughter of Elsie Siegert Townsend and Frank Siegert, deceased. Thank You,
Joy Dell.

Also thanks to all who brought pictures for viewing. Moving the tables was a job and
the committee thanks all who helped in any way.

Quite a few of our members are ill, hospitalized or residents of nursing homes this year.
In particular as far as we know, they are, Erna Kulow, Dorothy Siegert Bilbo, Emilie Siegert,
Leona Siegert Hairston, Louise Beckmann Himly, and Callie Siegert Necker. Remembered were
husband of Ruth Ann Necker Villenueve and husband of Sheryl Necker Skweres, both deceased.

We had some new faces in attendance this year. Thank you for coming and do be members
of our group.

Thanks to Mr. & Mrs. Norbert Bolton, caretakers of the hall, for all the kindnesses ex
tended to the committeeo

After a prayer, led by Bud Cain, for a safe trip home, the reunion was ended for 1992
by Earl J. Siegert, Chairman,

Submitted by Lucille Siegert Ricke
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FAMILY REUNIONS , contzinued. 237

*&&£;
rhe Clifton Record, Wednesday, july 22, igftPAQj

Knust Reunion Held Jftflj^
WOMACK - On Saturday, Jury 11,

descendants at Jo and Ottilie Knust
mettfbr.their fourth family reunion in
the .Educational Building of Zion
United Church pf Christ in the Wo-
mack Community.

Before lunch, family members
viewed'a displayof picturesthat dat
ed to early in this century. Many
memories were said to have been re
vived and enjoyed.

One item of special interest was a
small china bowL Grandpa Knust had
eaten his last meal from the dish, and
it had been cherished for many years
by Grandma Knust, until her death.

A "Jo. Knust Family News" sheet
was distributed with up-to-date infor
mation concerningbirths, marriages,
and deaths, since the last meeting in
1990. Also included, was a tribute to
" 'Little' Grandmother Knust,"(who
was less than five tall) written by Or-
pha Kuretseh Jacobsen, a grand
daughter.

The Rev.-BJ. Dahl, Jr. acted as pro
gram director. All joined in singing
Happy Birthday for those having
birthdays in July. (Arne Dittrick,
Alfred Kettler, George Arnald, Jr.,
and Rosalie Aars) Following the table
prayer a catered lunch was served.

After lunch the picture taking ses
sion'began, first family groups and
then, a real family picture with all of
the .64 members present posing
together. ,....,-

The oldest'member present was Re-
gina Knust Kuretseh of New Braun
fels, she is the only Vying person of
Jo and Ottilie Knust. The youngest
present was Ashley Marie Jacobsen,
two and one-halfmonths ofUniversal
City,' daughter of Richard and
Darlene Jacobsen, \,a".'great-
grandaughter of Regina Knust
Kuretseh. , r'. .'/.:..,'».. •*
'.The guestlist jevealed $wq. out-of-
state guests, Alfred Kettler ofGrand
Junction, Colo, 'and Jenifer Dahl of
Uncavillei Connv 4 rj tl \- '.
•Others that registered, were Rosa
Knudson and Betty Edgar, Midland;
Ralph and Edna Kettler, Rowena;
Herbert Kettler, Virginia Kettler, Bill
and Virginia Kettler, Bryan; Loyd
and Yvonne Wiederaenders, Flower
Mound; and Clyde and John Knust,

T*

1992 BEINHORN REUNION

& 144TH ANNIVERSARY OF ST. PETER'S CHURCH

October 10 and 11, 1992, marked a weekend
of activities for the Beinhom Family. On
Saturday, Oct. 19, some 90 relatives held
their reunion at the Fellowship Hall of
St. Peter's United Church in the Spring
Branch area of Houston. The family
reunion originally began as an informal
get-together at Herbert and Linda
Beinhom's place, but it has snowballed to
include other branches of the family.
Since there is no formal organization,
there are no business meetings, etc.
Emphasis is placed on sociability, with a
covered dish dinner, informal outdoor
games, and a display of old photographs,

Houston;Stephanie K. Berbench,
.Woodlands; Reinhold Knust, Waco;
and Gordon Arnold, Piano.
. Also attending were Christy Ruet-

er, Ft. Worth; David Rueter, Arling
ton; Sylvia Stray, Cibolo; Louis and
Orpha Jacobsen, Selma;
Darlene and Christina, Christopher,
and Ashley Jacobsen, Arthur and
Toni, Kennet Jacobsen, San Antonio;
and Arno Dittrich, Guberta Potter
and George Jr., Dorothy Wilson, Val
ley Mills.

Also, Ruth Arnold, Gary Arnold,
George Arnold, Jr., Breana, and Trey,
Pernell and Rosalie Aars, David and
Elizabeth Dahl, Joe and Lydia Knust,
Lauri Aars, Andrew, and Eric, and
Loren Meissner, all of Clifton.

Betty K. Edgar
901 Cuthbert

Midland, Texas 79701
scrapbooks, and other mementoes.

This year's reunion was planned in conjunction with the Sunday, Oct.
11, celebration of the 144th anniversary of St. Peter's United
Church. The Beinhorns were members of this church community
beginning in 1854, and the churchbooks have been a rich source for
family history research. Christian Beinhom supervised the
construction of the "neu Kirche" that was dedicated in 1864.
Although the historic church itself is not regularly used, it is in
excellent condition and was open for visitors to inspect the
craftmanship of bygone days, as was the church eemetery, the final
resting place for several generations of Beinhorns. About 25-30
Beinhom family members stayed over for the celebration with began
with a morning church service followed by a a shared noon meal.

Information sent by Herbert Beinhom, Rt. 1, Box 100, Moscow TX 75960
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238 OUR MEMBERS WRITE ABOUT THEIR FAMILIES

Hardship and Promise: Historical Record of the Joseph Heimeke and Anna Maria Hiddeke
Family of Entrup, Westphalia, Prussia, and Colorado County, Texas is a follow up to the
book of a similar name noted in our Journal, Spring 1992 issue, page 55, which was a
follow up to a 1983 work on the same family--all by GTHS member Arliss Treybig. She
includes a great deal of information on the ancestral hometown and records from Germany
obtained via LDS microfilm. The book includes maps, photographs, charts, and documents in
addition to historical stories. The descendants are carried only into the second Texas-
born generation. Even in this, the third version of this family's history, the compiler
admits that the information is yet incomplete, so we can look forward to yet another
future edition.

Hill Country Folk: The Willmann-Nies-Knolle Family in Germany and Texas, text by Terry G.
Jordan; family register by J. D. Jordan and Lois Jordan Koock; published 1992 by Nortex
Press, Austin TX. Hardcover, 239 pages. $30.00 plus $2.50 p & h from Terry G. Jordan,
6305 Augusta National Drive, Austin TX 78746 or J. D. Jordan, 111 W. Driftwood,
Fredericksburg TX 78624. This is the long-awaited story of Anton Willmann and his first
wife, Theresia Kndlle, who emigrated in 1852 from Nieder-Schlesien (Lower Silesia) to the
New Braunfels area. After Theresia's untimely death in 1854, Anton remarried to Christine
Nies, who had emigrated from Weilburg or Kirschhofen in Nassau only seven months prior.
Anton had a total of 22 children by his two wives, although not all survived to adulthood.
In 1883, the family moved to Mason County. The family history is interwoven with
community and church history and is amplified with information gleaned from various
sources. An early chapter describes a trip to the ancestral villages in search of
information. Throughout are high quality maps and photographs. This family began to
collect its history in 1936. Dan Fischer first published The Willmanns in America some 40
years ago, with various supplements published over the years. Approximately one-third of
the book is the history narrative, followed by a "partial register" of the descendants of
the immigrants with names and dates given in an outline style. The index is primarily a
surname index, with only a few given names, but it is a "selected index" extending only to
the grandchildren of Anton Willmann and surnames of related families. This is a model of
family history publications. We are grateful that GTHS member and Willmann descendant
John H. Kothraann of Dallas has donated a copy to our GTHS library.

The Descendants of Johann Andreas Heinrich Voigt (1792-1847) was edited by Jonathan Riba
of Arlington TX and compiled by Vivian Schwab Zipp of New Braunfels, Lillian Schluze
Schneider of San Antonio, Oscar Schneider of San Antonio, and Evelyn Bolton Kheupper of
San Antonio. Although the title indicates this book is about the descendants of Johann
Andreas Heinrich Voigt (Chapter 1), it is actually about the descendants of his son,
Johann Wilhelm Heinrich Voigt (1825-1889) (Chapter 2), the only one of Johann Andreas
Heinrich's four children to come to the U. S. Johann Wilhelm and Sophie Zuckenfordt had
seven children with separate chapters devoted to four of them: Henriette and Alexander
Schwab (Chapter 3), Wilhelmina and Joseph Johann Schertz, Jr. (Chapter 13), Johann Michael
Heinrich Voigt (Chapter 14), and Marie and Johann Joseph Schneider (Chapter 15). The
other nine chapters (4 through 12) cover the 12 children of the daughter Henriette Schwab.
The book has three types of pages, 85 numbered pages listing the 1,607 descendants with
nine pages of full name index, interspersed with brief stories of the persons heading each
chapter, and sections of photographs, 110 of them in all. The opening section covers the
history of New Braunfels and the German immigration movement. It is interesting that this
Voigt family initially settled in the same vicinity as the Willmann family covered in the
book noted above. We thank GTHS member and co-compiler Lillian Schneider for her donation
of this book.

special OFFBR: You Bay have a10-page handout on Geraan Genealogical Research (bibliography, naps, Geraan script and orint
^^J^dX9^ tft*™* Telope and $L0°t0 v°GTHS *"** wt«. fc1£Wrstanp on the envelope, but do send afio (business-sized) envelope.
*.iJll1!!5avenh!nd?ut? fr!" lB?i?rant Genealogy Society' Ascribing services the IGS offers, such as searches of Geraantelephone books, U.S. laaigration indexes, and other resources froa Geriany. For this one, send a29-cent SASB

If you would like both handouts, send a29-cent SASB plus $1.00.
Request froa: Theresa G. Gold, GTHS Genealogy Bditor, 106 Ranchland, San Antonio TX 78213
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BEINHORN FAMILY: Searching the German Church

As early as 1845-1846 many thousands of Protestant emigrants from the region
of North Germany once known as the Kingdom of Hannover, now the State of
Niedersachen, boarded sailing ships for Texas. My ancestors made the long
tiresome trip to Texas in 1853, but the records from their "new" church in
Spring Branch, Harris County, Texas are rather sketchy in regards to estab
lishing the exact relationship of the various early family members that made
that perilous voyage. Perhaps their "old" church in Germany could shed more
light, but I was unaware of how to contact them.

An ad in a German genealogical magazine (page 123, GTHS JOURNAL, Vol. XIV,
No. 2, Summer, 1992) brought a response from genealogist Reinhold Jerke.
Further correspondence with Herr Jerke resulted in the addresses of two church
parishes that had jurisdiction over the areas where my ancestors were supposed
to have lived. The Beinhom family of Osloss records should be in the Faller-
sleben church and the Tendler family of Heiligendorf records should be in
the Heiligendorf-Wolfsburg church. Inquiries were sent to each of the churches
along with 3 International Reply Coupons (I. R. C.s are available at most
U. S. Post Offices) and a $10.00 cash donation. After a 6-8 month wait, which
I find is normal for this type contact, I received replies from both churches.

Although the information from Heiligendorf was of little help in establishing
our Tendler line, the news from the Fallersleben church was most encouraging.
Through their birth records it was ascertained that "our" Jacob Beinhom
was a son of "our" Dietrich Beinhom and that Dietrich was a son of Henning
Jacob Beinhom. Henning Jacob, according to land census records made available
to us by Herr Jerke, settled in Osloss in the 1740s. My Great-grandfather
Christian Beinhom's obituary in the Spring Branch St. Peter Church records
listed his birthplace as Osloss (page 59, GTHS JOURNAL, Vol. XIV, No. 1,
Spring, 1992), but no birth record was found at the Fallersleben church for
him. We have records that go back to the 1740s but still are unable to prove
that Christian was the son of Dietrich and brother of Jacob and Heinrich.
I would like to believe he was, but Christian could have been a nephew and
a first cousin.

Another letter was sent to the church at Fallersleben requesting a check
of their Confirmation records for a listing of Christian and other family
members. Evidently the church had sent all the information they had in regards
to our family and passed the inquiry on to a Reverend Pauer, a former pastor
of the church in the town of Jembke. Jembke is located several miles north
of Osloss and possibly the Jembke church could have been used by the family,
but Reverend Pauer found nothing in the Jembke church book concerning the
Beinhom family. He did, however, send a list of addresses of a few of the
many Evangelical Lutheran churches in that area of North Germany. Remember
if you write a German church and expect an answer, be sure to include several
I. R. C.s and perhaps a small cash donation. Don't expect an answer for at
least 6-8 months, possibly longer.

I do correspond in German, but I try to use the simplest words that I can
and try not to offend the recipient in any misuse of words. I also make
use of the Oxford Duden German Dictionary. I would think though, that most
of the churches would have someone that could translate English. These
churches have many requests from Texas and are ready to help.

Submitted by: Herbert L. Beinhom, Moscow, Texas

********************************************************************

Is your family having a reunion in the summer of 1993? Send your
announcement to reach your GTHS Genealogy Editor by Feb. 5, 1993, to
have it published in the Spring, 1993, issue of our GTHS Journal.
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240 REVIEW OF "HOW-TO" PUBLICATIONS

Your Genealogy Editor has a number of books on how to do German genealogical research,
some of them new acquisitions. Although for years we have recommended the book(s) by
Jensen, we decided to review all the books at our fingertips to share our evaluations with
you. They are arranged in order of our recommendation. There are a few other such books
available, but either your Genealogy Editor does not yet have them or does not know about
them and therefore does not have them. The evaluations and opinions expressed here are
solely those of your Genealogy Editor. Prices given may be approximations and do not
include postage and handling (usually $2.50 per book) nor tax (if applicable).

A Genealogical Handbook of German Research, two volumes, by Larry 0. Jensen, $14.50 each,
Jensen Publications, P. 0. Box 441, Pleasant Grove UT 84062. The following review is of
Volume I (revised 1980) only, as the author said in late August that he is currently
revising Volume II.
Contents: (Vol. I) historical background of Germany, emigration, determining place of
origin (three chapters), surnames and naming practices, German handwriting and terminology
(three chapters), finding records (three chapters), index. 205 pages, 8.5" x 11", spiral
bound.

Strengths: Determining place of origin, use of gazetteers (Meyer's and Muller's), uses of
L.D.S. sources (gives the film numbers!), easy to follow step-by-step, examples of
documents, maps, index.
Weaknesses: Not much emphasis on eastern Germany (former DDR), only three form letters,
only one address list (genealogical organizations). Bibliography has no items for Texas.
Not updated to reflect the 1990 unification of Germany.
Note: Vol. 2 (203 pages) is an expansion of topics covered in Vol. I, actually transcripts
of the author's lectures, with over 290 illustrations and examples (Vol. I has 48),
although some illustrations are too small or of such poor quality as to be illegible.
Vol. II also introduces chapters on research in large cities and Jewish and nonconformist
research. As above, Vol. II is currently undergoing revision.

German Genealogical Research (1992) by George K. Schweitzer, Ph.D., Sc.D.; about $18.00,
available from author, 407 Regent Court, Knoxville TN 37923.
Contents: Extensive chapters (with maps) on history of Germany and of German immigration
to the U.S., both with reading lists. Chapter 3 (50 pages) on "Bridging the Atlantic" is
a comprehensive review of sources for German genealogical research, followed by another
50-page chapter on records in Germany and a 30-page chapter on German record repositories.
The final chapter, on the German language, includes handwriting samples and word lists of
German genealogical terms. 250 pages, 6" x 9", softbound.
Strengths: 20 pages of addresses of German archives--state, regional (including former
German provinces now in Poland and France), city/town, district/county (Kreisarchive),
special, and church archives. Many letters in German and English for different purposes
and to different contacts in Germany. Throughout, chapter titles are given in English and
German, and subchapter titles are in English, German, in old German print and script, such
as

1. Introduction 1. EinleKung

1. ehucilmig 1t ^mJUuM^-

The book is up-to-date in reflecting changes after the 1990 unification. The author pulls
together many types of information from many sources and puts it all in one book, the only
one to cover this many sources and recommendations in one book. This has been highly
recommended by other reviewers, and justly so.
Weaknesses: A great deal of information is covered so the pages are tightly crammed,
especially where addresses are given. There is NO INDEX! but the Table of Contents'names
the chapters and subchapters and as an outline of the text. The author mentions sources
that have been filmed by L.D.S., but does not include the film numbers as Jensen does.
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Review of "How-To" Publications, continued

German Family Research Made Simple (1992) by J. Konrad, about $11.00, Summit Publications,
P. 0. Box 222, Marietta OH 44262.

Contents: The fifth revision of a work originally published in 1974; it grew from 32 pages
in 1974 to 103 pages in 1977, and is now 108 pages. Seven chapters; begins with German
immigration to the U.S. and then a 10-page history of Germany with several good maps and a
brief description of Germany today. A chapter on doing preparatory research in the U.S.
(including how to complete an ancestor chart and family group sheet), use of standard U.S.
resources (federal and county), locating the town of origin in Germany, contacting sources
in Germany, a short German word list, using L.D.S. resources, dealing with professional
researchers, current political jurisdictions of former independent states. The last 40
pages concentrate on the individual present-day Lander, including a brief political
history, helpful books, addresses of archives and genealogical societies, if any, in each
area. Appended to this is a smaller section with information on other areas now in
Russia, France, and Poland that had large numbers of German emigrants. 108 pages, 8.5" x
11", softcover.
Strengths: Flow chart of procedures for locating ancestors' origin in Germany and
accompanying five-page explanation. Sample letter with first paragraph in German
explaining that the writer can read German, "aber ich schreibe es sehr schlecht" so the
rest of the letter will be in English. Use of German postal codes, how to find the right
town and then how to address an envelope. The section on the areas of emigrants' origin
is outstanding--gives all the information in one place that usually has to be sifted out
from a.longer treatment.
Weaknesses: Any book that claims that the topic is "made easy" is immediately suspect. An
108-page book cannot cover everything, so there are many resources not covered. NO INDEX!
so it may be hard to find what you're looking for or to know what gems are hidden.

In Search of Your German Roots (1991) by Angus Baxter, $10.95, from Genealogical
Publishing Co., 1001 Calvert St., Baltimore MD 21202.
Contents: This is a revision of the author's 1987 book by the same name, but this is
termed the "United Germany Edition." It has: starting the research from family sources;
very brief background history of Germany; longest chapter (about 40 pages) on records in
Germany, describing different types of records available in some places and includes
addresses for some repositories. 108 pages, 6" x 9", softbound.
Strengths: Jewish and Lutheran records, including German Lutherans in Memel and
Ostpreussen, Germans in Canada, Mormon records, lists of census taken in Germany (very few
before 1871--and states that "many" have been microfilmed, but does not say which ones or
give the film numbers). Lots of information but not as comprehensive and well organized
as Jensen or Schweitzer.

Weaknesses: Author's own ancestors came from England so he uses many examples from his
experiences with British research that may or may not be relevant to German research.
Informal writing style; includes non-pertinent anecdotes. Full addresses given only for
state archives (Staatarchiv) and genealogical societies (with updates postal codes), but
for city archives (Stadtarchive) there is just a list of cities (with an abbreviation for
the Lander) without any postal codes--same goes for locations of church and family
archives. No illustrations; only one map, present-day unified Germany. The bibliography
emphasizes U.S. colonial-era immigrants and includes no Texas items at all. Index is
cursory.

Note: Publisher has furnished a copy to GTHS.

Genealogical Research Guide to Germany (1988) by Margaret Krug Palen, $9.00, Heritage
Books, Inc., 1540 Pointer Ridge Place, Bowie MD 20716.
Contents: Very brief history of Germany and of German immigrants to U.S. Much more
lengthy treatment of everyday family life of 1860-80 in her own ancestors' particular area
of Hessen, including a detailed description of the clothing. Preparatory research in the
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Review of "How-To" Publications, continued <•

U.S.; naming problems; finding the immigrant ancestor; traveling to Germany to research
(making reservations, what to pack); doing research in Germany; interpreting handwriting; «
writing family history. 69 pages, 5.5" x 8", softbound.
Strengths: Much information on author's own experiences that might assist others who have
ancestors from those same villages in Hessen. Half of the four-page chapter on writing
the family history asks the common-sense questions that need answers before embarking on a
publication--although the author recommends using the pronouns "I" and "we" to increase
reader interest; this is not the preferred writing style for family history narratives.
Maps, illustrations, one-page index.
Weaknesses: This is more like a report on the author's own research and travel
experiences; it is not broad enough to be a research guide to all of Germany. The very
brief address list of four items pertains only to the areas of her own research. Some of
the narrative is irrelevant and thus unnecessary, such as the irreverent essay on the
difficulties of the German language. Not updated to reflect changes after the 1990
unification, so the two pages on travel difficulties in the former East Germany are not
pertinent now.

Note: Publisher has furnished a copy to GTHS.

Finding Your German Ancestors (1990/91) by Dr. Ronald M. Smelser, $4.00, Ancestry, Inc.,
P. 0. Box 476, Salt Lake City UT 84110.
Contents: The author says he proposes to introduce the reader to opportunities and
problems of finding genealogical sources in Germany. He gives a brief interpretative
overview of German history following a theme of three traditions, imperial, national and
regional/local; different types of records created at different levels; factors leading to
emigration; brief review of five types of records (church, civil, guild, emigration,
census). Lists of addresses for: Evangelical church archives, Catholic diocesan archives, *
state archives (Staatsarchive) and genealogical societies in former West Germany; Lutheran
and Catholic church archives and state archives in former East Germany. Maps and sample
documents (but are not translated or explained very well). 33 pages, 5.5" x 8.5", ?
softcover, stapled.
Strengths: Historical sections are written from a current-day social history perspective.
Weaknesses: The author assumes the reader has conducted extensive U.S. research and has

identified the immigrant ancestors and their place of origin in Germany. Only 13 pages of
narrative with eight pages of addresses. Address list are arranged to place the postal
code and town before the street address-not the proper current usage. NO INDEX! but the
table of contents and a list of illustrations guide the reader to the contents. The
contents are not updated to reflect the 1990 unification, but the preface acknowledges
that the text was written in early 1990 and that needed changes will be incorporated into
the next edition. The author assumes that mail will be forwarded from the obsolete
addresses that are given.

The Beginners Guide to German Genealogical Research (1988) by Frederick H. Barth, A.G.,
and Kenneth F.Thomsen, MBA, about $5.00, Thomsen's Genealogical Center, P. 0. Box 588,
Bountiful UT 84010.

Contents: Getting started, L.D.S. resources, L.D.S. research papers (which may be out of
print), description of contents of German church records and lists of Lutheran and
Catholic church archives in West Germany. List/breakdown and map of German political
entities, 1871-1918, and 1945-[1990]; lists of German and Latin terms; German alphabet.
34 pages, 8.5" x 11", spiral bound.
Strengths: Recommends Jensen's Genealogical Handbook of German Research. Easy to rad,
clear typeface and layout. Good word lists in German and Latin of genealogical terms, but 0
in German only for occupations. Section on Gothic alphabet includes samples of several
different ways of writing the upper- and lower-case letters in an "older" and "newer
style, but without any explanation of the meaning of older and newer.
Weaknesses: Very cursory treatment of the topic; for example, the authors mention Meyer's
gazetteer but only to recommend that the researcher "get familiar with this important
research tool." The authors use several pages to present materials that could be
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Review of "How-To-" Publications, continued

compressed into one or two. Explanations and narratives are sparse. There is not much
attention the former DDR, and there is no update to reflect the 1990 unification.

Tracing Your German Roots (1978, minor revision in 1986) by Maralyn A. Wellauer, about
$8.50 from the author, 3239 N. 58th St., Milwaukee WI 53216.
Contents: A total of 85 "chapters" or topics, many of them a single page in length. Some
of the topics are: Hessians, Pennsylvania "Dutch," libraries, heraldry, periodicals and
newspapers, cemeteries and tombstones, using maps, addresses of archives and genealogical
societies, current postal rates (which are no longer current), wordlists, maps. 88 pages,
8.5" x 11", spiral bound.
Strengths: The section on the Hamburg Passenger Lists includes a list of all L.S.D. film
numbers and the dates each roll of film covers. The section on library search includes
how to use a card catalogue. The list of the 1871 German states shows the political
jurisdiction prior to 1990's unification. Many documents and examples reproduced large
enough to read.
Weaknesses: Lack of organization, use of several different styles of type, amateurish
drawings and headlines, inconsistencies in layouts--all give an impression of a hodge
podge scrapbook of assorted items thrown together to make a "book." Several of the forms
are obsolete, as is some of the information.

How To Find My German Ancestors and Relatives (second edition, 1985) by Dr. Heinz F.
Friedrichs, about $1.50, published by Degener & Co., P. 0. Box 1340, W-8530 Neustadt
(Aisch), Germany. Was available from Ancestry, Inc., but does not appear on current list.
Contents: Nine pages of narrative incorporating origins of German records into a political
and religious history of Germany. A two-page map of Germany. Lists of German state
archives (Staatarchive) for both former East and West Germany with addresses and postal
codes, town archives (Stadtarchive) in the former West Germany (no addresses or postal
codes, just names of towns that have archives), and genealogical societies in the former
East and West Germany. 16 pages, 6" x 8.25", softcover, stapled.
Strengths: An interestingly-written narrative, includes attention to the Jewish
communities.

Weaknesses: Little or no information on "how to find" anyone or anything; map not
annotated as to period(s) covered nor explanation of different types of border markings.
Lack of addresses and postal codes for town archives.

Handy Tips To Your Genealogical Research in Germany, no author, no publisher, no date
given, but currently available, $2.95, Everton Publishers, Inc., P. 0. Box 368, Logan UT
84321.

Contents: This is basically a bibliography of 22 sources, followed by a map of Germany
(1871-1918), of Hessen (present day), of the former West Germany (1945-1990), and of the
former East Germany (1945-1990). The brief narrative asks questions and refers to items
in the bibliography for the answers. 14 pages, 5.5" x 8.5", softcover, stapled.
Strengths: Reasonable price; small size. This is one of a series of "handy tips" booklets
available through Everton's.
Weaknesses: Does not contain much real information (one page has only one sentence); the
examples illustrated in the questions do not begin to cover all the issues related to
German genealogical research; emphasis is on publications available through Everton's;
some bibliographical items give the author's name and address but not the name of his
publication--the text infers that you should write to the author.
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1984.... ....Vol. 6 #1

1985.... ....Vol. 7 #1

1986.... ....Vol. 8 #1

1987.... ....Vol. 9 #1

1988.... ....Vol. 10: #1

1989.... ....Vol. 11: #1

1990.... ....Vol. 12: #1

1991.... ....Vol. 13 #1

#2 $2.50 #3 32.50
#2 $2.50 #3 $2.50
#2 $2.50 #3 $2.50
#2 $3.00 #3 .$3.00
#2 $3.00 #3 33.00
#2 $3.00 #3 33.00
#2 $3.00 #3 33.00
#2 $3.00 #3 33.00

GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY
AVAILABLE PUBLICATIONS

NEWSLETTER/JOURNAL
32.50
$2.50
$2.50
$3.00
33.00
33.00
33.00
33.00

SETOF 30 COPIES (1979-1991) forspecial price of $50.00 formembers, $65.00 for non-members.
(Value of indi- vidual copies - $81.50. Vol 1,#1 suppl. &#2; Vol. 3,#3;Vol. 4, #1,andVol. 5, # 2 &
#3 still available in this set)
1992 Vol. 14: #1 33.00 #2 $4.00 #3 34.00
Whenordering backissues of theNEWSLETTER/JOURNAL, donotaddpostage, handling or tax.

REPRINTS Unit Price
Biesele, THE HISTORY OF THE GERMAN SETTLEMENTS IN TEXAS 1831-1861

$18.00plus $2.00postage& handling: 320.00

Bracht, TEXAS IN 1848
$1830 plus $2.50 postage& handling: 321.00

Sealsfield, THE CABIN BOOK (a novel ofTexas life in the 1830s)
$8.00 plus $2.00 postage & handling: 310.00

SOrgeL A SOJOURN IN TEXAS, 1846-47. ALWIN H. SORGEL'S TEXAS WRITINGS
A dual-languagepublicationtranslated and editedby W. M. Von-Maszewski.
$18.50 plus $3.00 postage & handling: 321.50

OUR OWN PUBUCATION
Von-Maszewski, HANDBOOK AND REGISTRY OF GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE

$8.00 plus $2.00 postage & handling: 310.00

AVAILABLE AT OUR OFFICE
Breitenkamp & Dabbs, THE CHURCH RECORDS OF THE PIONEER FAMILIES OF BERLIN,

TEXAS $11.27 plus $2.81 postage & handling, plus $0.92 tax: $15.00

ORDER FORM

Name.

Street Address

City, State, ZIP.

Name ofBook #Oidered Unit Price Total

TOTAL

Make check payable to GTHS and send to the addressbelow:

GTHS, P. O. Box 684171, Austin, TX 78768-4171
For telephone inquiries call (512) 482-0927

GTHS "The Journal" Year 1992 Vol. 14 (XIV) No. 3 (Fall)

Copyright © 1992 German-Texan Heritage Society



German-Texan Heritage Society

FOUNOEO 197S

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES

$6 Student (verified by teacher)
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$20 Contributing

$20 Institutions

$40 Patron (saints of the society)

Postage to a foreign country: $6.00 for

surface mail or $15.00 air maiL

19 Indicate yearmembership

should go into effect

(Mr. & Mrs. addressmay have a joint

membership if only one JOURNAL

is desired.)

Pleasecheck the following interestcategories:

I prefer to just read the JOURNALand learn newthings.
I would like to help out with allof the following categories.
I wouldlike to help outwith only thecategories I havechecked.

Typing for the JOURNAL.
Writing articles for the JOURNAL.
Transcribing/translating old German hand-writing.
Showingvisitors historical sitesin my town/city/area.
Doing research in archives, libraries, etc.
Genealogical exchange. (What names?)
Photographing historical sites.
Speaking German.
Cfcher. Please list

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name.

Street.

City_

State.

County

Occupation (if retired, fonner occupation)_

.Zip.

.Telephone.

Special Projects (relating to German-Texana)

Publications (relating to German-Texana)__

Send your check and this
page to:

GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY
507 East 10th Street

PO Box 684171
Austin, Tx 78768-4171

Telephone: (512) 482-0927
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246 German-Texan Heritage Society

Founded in 1978, theGerman-Texan Heritage Society is a non-profit organization
devoted to building pride in the heritage of the German-speaking settlers whobrought
an important cultural ingredient toTexas. TheSociety is united in itseffortto
disseminate information aboutarchives, research projects, cultural events, folklore,
publications, and meetings related toGerman-Texan topics.

The Society seeksmembers from the general public... descendents of allGerman-
speakingpeoples, researchers, genealogists, historyenthusiasts, folklorists,
preservationists, andthose interested in theGerman-Texan experience.

A JOURNAL is published three times a year(50-75 pages). It is sent to allmembers.
The JOURNAL features a genealogical section whichincludes hintsaboutresearch in
German-speaking countries, Texas,andtheUnited States; brief family histories
submitted by members, anda genealogy exchangecolumn. Other sections of the
JOURNAL includereprints of articles from otherpublications, announcementsabout
activities and events, a book review column, an annual index, and original essays about
various topics related to German-Texana.

An ANNUAL MEETING is held the secondweekend in September in variousGerman
heritageareas ofTexas. The program emphasizes the German-Texan heritageand
includes talks, slide shows, show-and-teU sessions, and discussions by researchers,
preservationists, folklorists, authors, members who have a story to tell and guest
experts in specific fields; informalsocial events; playsandmusic; and tours of historical
sites in the host city.

Membership categories are: Student
Regular
Contributing
Institutional
Patron

$ 6.00
10.00
20.00
20.00
40.00

Postageto a foreign country: $6.00 for surface
mail or $15.00 airmail.

The German-Texan Heritage Society calendaryear is from January 1 to December 31.
Membership payments and renewals aredue in January.

Completed projectsof die Society:

1. The reprint ofROEMER'S TEXAS (temporarily out-of-print).
2. Sponsorship of the reprint of THE CABIN BOOK (DAS KAJUTENBUCH), by

Charles Sealsfield.
3. The reprint of Rudolph Biesele's THEHISTORY OF THE GERMAN

SETTLEMENTS IN TEXAS 1831-1861.
4. THE HANDBOOK AND REGISTRY OF GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE.
5. The reprint of Victor Brachfs TEXAS IN 1848, translated by Charles Frank

Schmidt
6. The dual-language edition of Alwin H. Sorgel's Texas writings, A SOJOURN IN

TEXASf 1846-47, translated andedited by W. M. Von-Maszewski.

For more information or GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY
price lists for books and back 507 East 10th Street
issues contact: p o Box 684171

Austin, Tx 78768
Telephone: (512) 482-0927
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Board of the GTHS has the right 
and the responsibility to re fuse 
mater ia ls that may not be in 
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German- ~exan Heritage Society, 
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translated manuscripts must be 
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ANNUAL lv1EETING 

1993 
September 10, i i, 12 
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1994 
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ADDRESSES OF GTHS INTER EST 

German-American Chamber of Commerce, Houston 
909 Fannin, Suite 3750 
Houston, TX 77010 
Tel. No.: (713) 658·8230 

German Information Center 
950 Third Ave., 24th Floor, New Yorlt, NY 10022 
Tel. No.: (212) 888-9840 

Goethe Institute Houston 
3120 Southwest Freeway, Suite 110 
Houston, TX 770~18 -4614 ; Tol. No.: [713) 528-2787 

Emb .. ay olthe Federal Ropubllc ol Gennany 
4645 Reservoir Road N.W, Washington, D.C. 20007-1998 
Tel. No.: (202) 298·4000 

ConatJiatea·Generat of the Federal Republic of Gennany 

Houston: 1330 Pc.st Oak Blvd., Suite 1850, Houston, 
TX 77056-3018; Tol. No.: (713) 627-7770/71 

(Serves: StRtns Arkansas, Louisiana. New Mexico, 
Oklahoma, TexM) 

Dallas Goethe Center. Inc. 
P.O. Box 8233 
Dalla!. Texa~ 7521)~ 

HONORARY CONSULS 
Corpus Christl 
5440 Old Brownsville Road 
Corpus Christi, TX 78415 
P.O. Bo~ 4897 
Corpus Christi, TX 78469 
Tel. No.: (512) 289-2416 

Dallas 
5001 Spring Valley Road 
Suite 1000 E. LB. 3 
Dallas, TX 75244· 3910 
Tel. No.: (214) 239-8667 
San Antonio 
1500 Alamo Building 
t05 South 51. Mary's Street 
San Antonio, TX 78205 
Tel. No.: (512) 224-4455 

(Serves: Texas counties Vlc1orla 
Calhoun, Goli2d, Bee, Duval, Webb, 
Jim Wells, San Patricio, Nueces, 
Klcberg, Kene~y. Wallacy, Cameron, 
Hidalgo, Stai'T. Brooks, Jim Hogg, 

Zapata, Refugio. Aransas Pass) 

(Serves: Texas counlles Collin, 
Dallas, Denton. Ellis, Hood, Hunt, 
Johnson, Ka~ann,Parke~ 
Rockwell, Taran~ Wise) 

[Serves: Texas counties Atacosa, 
Bandera. Bastrop, Bexar, Blanco, 
Caldwell, Comal, Dewitt, Dlmmlt, 
Edwerds, Frio, Gil lespie, Gonzales, 
Guadalupe, Hays, Karnes, Kendall, 
Ker~ Kinney, Lasalle, Live Oak, 
Maverick, McMullen Medina, 
Real, Travis, Uvalde, Val Verde, 
Wilson, Zavala) 

Headquarters 
507 East 10th Street 

P 0 BOX 684171 

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78768 
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