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K GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY
Annual Meeting 1994
September 9, 10, 11 in Fredericksburg, Texas

REGISTRATION FORM

PREREGISTRATION DEADLINE: August 15, 1994 ' ~
Preregistration fee: $35.00  Late registration (after 8/15): $50.00
Registration at the door: $55.00. (In case of cancellation a $15.00 service
fee will be charged.) List the name of each person as you want it to appear
on the nametag:

NAME:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE:

Make checks payable to: German-Texan Heritage Society

Malil to: P. O. Box 684171
Austin, Texas 78768-4171

There is a $25.00 exhibitor’s fee per table; however, GTHS members may have
an exhibitor’s table for free.

HOTEL RESERVATION

The Best Western “"Sunday House” Inn is holding a block of 90 rooms at the
special rates listed below. These prices are subject to an additional 13% tax.
When calling, mention GTHS to get the special rate. The deadline to reserve a
room is August 1, 1994, so please reserve early. Be sure to indicate smoking
preferences or medical needs that require special room assignments when
making your reservation.

1 Kingsize bed/1 person: $54.95 2 Doublebeds /3 persons: $65.95
1 Kingsize bed/2 persons:  $59.95 2 Doublebeds /4 persons: $71.95
2 Doublebeds /2 persons: $59.95 2 Doublebeds, sofa/up to 4 persons: 8$76.95
Name: Best Western Sunday House Inn

Address: 501 East Main Street
City/State/Zip: Fredericksburg, TX 78624
Arr. Date: Phone/210-997-4484

Dep. Date:

FAX/210-997-5607

Copyright © 1994 German-Texan Heritage Society
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- Other available hotels:

Save Inn Motel (210) 997-6568: 514 W. Main St.

Prices range from $41.50 to $95.00

Deluxe Inn (210) 997-4381: 901 E. Main St.

Prices range from $46.00 to $80.00

Miller's Court (210) 997-2244: 900 E. Main St.

Prices range from $38.00 to $70.00

Peach Tree Inn (210) 997-2117: 401 S. Washington (Hwy 87 South)

Prices range from $39.82 to $50.00

Econo Lodge (210) 997-3437 or 1-800-446-6900: 810 S. Adams St. (Hwy 16
South) Prices range from $42.00 to $54.00

Sunset Inn (210) 997-9581 or 1-800-880-9581: 900 S. Adams St. (Hwy 16
South) Prices range from $37.00 to $55.00

Comfort Inn (210) 997-9811: 908 S. Adams St. (Hwy 16 South)

Prices range from $48.00 to $54.00/for more than two people add $5/person
Frederick Motel (210) 997-6050: 1308 E. Main (Hwy 290 East)

Prices range from $39.64 to $50.96

Dietzel Motel (210) 997-3330: Junction Hwy 87 North & Hwy 290 West
Prices range from $35.00 to 48.00

Country Inn Motel (210) 997-2185: Harper Rd., Rt. 2 Box 98/Hwy 290 West
Prices range from $40.00 to $45.00

Frontier Inn (210) 997-4389: Harper Rd. (Hwy 290 West)

Prices range from $39.95 to $§64.95

The following are a few Bed and Breakfast lodgings found in Fredericksburg
Prices generally range from $60.00 to $125.00 per night. For a more complete
list, call the Convention & Visitor Bureau for a visitor's guide (210) 997-6523.

Baron’s Green B & B (210) 997-9398: 110 E. Creek St.

Bluebonnet B & B (210) 997-1818: 312 E. Travis St.

Country Cottage Inn B & B (210) 997-8549: 504 E. Main St.

Das College Haus B & B (210) 997-7194: 106 W. College St.

Franklin Cottage B & B 1-800-880-3828: 402 W. Main

Haus Wilhelmina B & B (210) 997-3997: 409 Cora St./German speaking host
Herb Farm B & B 1-800-259-4372: 402 Whitney

Magnolia House B & B (210) 997-0306: 101 E. Hackberry

Main Street B & B (210) 997-0153: 337 E. Main
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Members write:

... In a previous issue you carried an item that questioned
the date of arrival of the first German settlers in the English
colonies, which Pennsylvania claims.

According to sources I have - Old Virginia and Her
Neighbors by John Fiske (Houghton, Mifflin & Co.,

Boston and New York, 1897) in the second supply of
settlers to the Jamestown colony circa 1608, were eight
Germans and Poles who were to make glass for the colony.
The four Germans, fearing starvation, obtained swords, etc.
from the colonists and traded them for corn with Powhatan,
the chief. The punishment for the "Dutchmen" is not
known.

Another bit of trivia. - In circa 1716 Governor Spotswood
brought a colony of Rhinelanders over and settled them
near Fredericksburg. They were to establish a winery in
Virginia, on the Rapidan River. Their settlement was
called Germanna Ford (on the Rapidan River). On thesite,
or nearby, today is Germanna Community College.

Grover G. Heiman, Jr.
2881 Glenvale Drive
Fairfax, VA 22031

... Because we joined this Society we learned that my
great-grandfather Heinrich Kraft and great-aunt Lissette
Kraft and her husband Friedrich Heidemeyer were all three
founders of New Braunfels, Texas, in 1846. - We are
pleased with all the information and literature from being a
member.

Mrs. Ella Kraft Brown
1509 Frost St.
Rosenberg, TX 77471

... What s the background or meaning of "Black Dutch?"
My grandfather Roy Roobert Millerand his brother referred
to their grandmother Miller as "Black Dutch."

Richard D. Miller
1318 Whitaker
Corpus Christi, TX 78412

Can any member help Mr. Miller with this question?

... Received the Summer 1993 of The Journal... First of
all, thanks for your generally favorable blurb on my book

cr lantic and Be . 1 enjoyed the six-page
article titled "German Settlers in Comancheri" by Melissa
Williams. It looks very professional, especially the
bibliography. I was a bit amazed to read the blatant
statement that the Northeast Missouri State University
claims (p. 107) that latecomer Gottfried Duden "had more

to do with German emigration than any other man in

history." That concept is a bit far-fetched as I show in my
new manuscript "Distinguished German-Americans."

Dr. C. R.. Haller

Postfach 1353

55383 Bingen

Germany

... [ have toread alittle German now and then - therefore
especially enjoy all the German-language articles in The
C. M. Rohrbach
San Antonio, TX

... | am writing to express my apprecation of the article
by Carolyn Thompson "Erinnerungen an die vierziger
Jahre von sechs Deutschen." Usually I am not too good at
following a subject in German but this story was easy to
follow and most interesting. ... Little exposure to speaking
German since my childhood (when we spoke German at
homealmost exclusively) has left me with a limited vocabulary
but [ could "breeze" right through the Thompson stories.

Of course, the article by Cornelia Kiiffner regarding
slavery was most interesting.
Arno Struve
701-2nd Street
Abernathy, TX 79311-4015

€oastal Bend, Inc.

The German Society of the Coastal Bend hosted its fourth
annual Fasching Celebration February 12, 1994, at the
Quality Hotel, Bayfront, Corpus Christi, Texas. It was a
fun-filled Saturday night costume party featuring the popular
Alpenfest showband for music and entertainment.
American Airlines' gracious donation of two round-trip
tickets to Frankfurt, Germany, added to the excitement.

AmericanAiriines’

Fly Away Vacations™

Copyright © 1994 German-Texan Heritage Society
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6THS PATRON MEMBERS
FROM JULY 1993 TO FEBRUARY 1994

< BECKER, MR/MRS CHARLES 0 HELOTES !X
JIESELE. DR/MR< JOHN J AUSTIN X
SITTERLY, JEANI HOCHHEIM TX
CLINGER, MR/MR: CHARLES £ AUSTIN TX

* CONWAY, MR/MRS W G SAN ANTONIO TX
COPELAND, FRANCES HEINER SAN ANTONIO X
0ABBS, JEANNE k AUSTIN TX
OALTON, WANDA AAMILTON TX
DEBERRY, FREDERICKA HOUSION TX
OURST. NELSON 0 COLLEGE STATION TX
FREEMAN, MARION ¥ HOUSTON TX
FRITZE, MR/MRS VICTOR 0 GARDEN RIDGE TX
GEBERT, KARL C SAN ANTONIO TX
GEBERT, XKERMIT O PREMONT 1X
GISH, THEODORE G HOUSTON TX
GOERTZ, REV MSGR ALOIS J LA VERNIA TX
GUTHRIE, INETZ M SAN ANTONIC TX
HALE, MARSIE NORNHAUSSER AUSTIN X
HALSTEAD, MARTY L SAN ANTONIO TX
HARDEMAN. EVA AUSTIN TX
HATCH, MRS JENEVIEVE HOUSTON IX
HEHNSOTH, HELEN L SAN ANTONIO TX
KOENIG, RODNEY C  SUSAR LAND TX
KRONKOSKY, DR/MRS PRESTON C AUSTIN TX
MARQUARDT, LENIS R /OONA REEVES- Buda 17X
MASSON, MARGARETE S HOUSTON TX
NCBEE, SUE BRANDT AUSTIN TX
HERCER ., KATHLEEN K HOUSTON TX
NILLER, EUGENIA R HOUSTON TX

b NEELY, OR/MRS R A BELLVILLE TX
PANKRATZ, MERVA % GEORGE BOERNE IX
PENSHORN, MR/MRS HARVEY SAN ANTONIG TX

. RUHNKE. SR, DR/MRS ED MATHIS TX
SCHMALZ, MR/MRS JEAN £ KA1Y X
SHARP. MRS MARGARET S AUSTIN T«
SHURLEY, ERWINA BODE AUSTIN TX
VON MASZEMSKI. W M PASADENA TX
VON ROSENBERG, CHARLES W DALLAS TX
VON ROSENBERG, DALE U & MARJORIE DALLAS
WEIDNER, MR/MRS ALVIN GORDON 17X
KERNER. ERNST H & JEANNETIE SANTA FE X
YORK, MRS MIRIAM GIDDINGS TX
YOUNG, CLARA SENS SEALY TX
IELLNER, FRED L HOUSTON TX

GERMAN FREE SCHOOL GUILD
FOUNDING NENBERS 1994

ALT, WALTER © & HELENE P AUSTIN TX

3ARR, MR/MRS HOMARD R AUSTIN T1X

3IESELE, CR/MRS JOHN 3 AUSTIN TX

JURGESS TJ1, RICHARD J & ARLENE T ROUND #OCK
"ADE-PERDUE, THELMA SAN ANTONIO TX

CHAVEZ, FRED L % TERESA S AUSTIN 71X
CLINGER, CHARLES & MARY LYNN AUSTIN TX
CONNER, GAYNEL & MIKEL MANCHACA TX

OENNIS, MRS AMALIA AUSTIN 17X

OICKERSON, MELFORD S & MARY FRANCES AUSTIN
OICKERSON. MELFORD S & MARY FRANCES AUSTIN
DURKEE, JEAN K. & ROBERT, R AUSIIN TX
GROSSCHEL, LUGWIG & EONA  AUSTIN T7X
GUELKER. CLARENCE W & ALICE O AusiIN 7YX
HALE, MRS MARGIE AUSTIN X

HARDEMAN, EVA M AUSTIN X

HATHEWAY, MALY DITTRICH AUSTIN T

AEINEN, HUBERT & URSULA ROCHESIER NY
dOLCK. BERTHA AUSTIN X

HUNT, MRS HULEN COKPUS CHRISTI X

J0RDAN, €D AUSTIN Ix

JOYNER, FLORENCE o AUSTIN 1N

KALTEYER, DONALD PRESSLER SAN ANTONIO TX
KALTEYER, MR/MRS CHARLES £ AUSTIN IX
KALTEYER. WALTER CORPUS CHRISTI 71X
KILLEN, ANITA SCHMEDES AUSTIN TX
§INKSIEK, MS OEBBIE K AUSTIN TX
K.GTIBACH, GINNY & GEORGE © AUSTIN TX
KOEHLER, RUTH H & BILL AUSTIN X

KOENIG, READ ADMIRAL JOMN WELDON AUSTIN 1X
KeKINGA, INGRID SAN ANTOMIO TX

KOPPELMAN, WILLIAM P & SLINOK R AUSTIN Tx
LANSFOR). INGRID GRIHM GEORGETOWN T

NOVOSAD, MRS HELEN REMMERT
PARRIS, MIMI £ AUSTIN TX
PELHAM, MRS JOY C AUSTIN TX

PRESSLER ITI, JUDGE HERMAN PAUL HOUSTON Tx
RESCH. KATHLEEN AUSTIN Tx

RICHTER, WILLIAM H AUSTIN TX

RIEGLER, JAMES O AUSTIN TX

ROGERS, GERHILD B & KLAUS BICHTELER AUSTIN TX
SCHUTZE, MR/MRS € A AUSTIN TX

FURNET  [a

. SCHWAUSCH, MARVIN D & STEPHANIE ROUND ROCK TX
" SNELL, RONALD R AUSTIN TX

SOKOLYK . HERTA KERRVILLE TX
STEVES, ALLEN R & CAROLYN R AUSTIN TX
THOMPSON, ANNA AUSTIN TX

THOMPSON. SUZANN & CHARLES D FREDERICK AUSTIN TX

TRENCKMANN, CHARLES M AUSTIN TX
TRENCKMANN, CYNTHIA ELLEN AUSTIN TX
TRENCKMANN, HELEN B AUSTIN TX

VAUGHAN, NURIEL LUEDTKE AUSTIN TX
VCOICKA, HELEN M AUSTIN X

VON SCHWEINITZ, HANS & HELGA AUSTIN IX
HANLESS, ANGIE & 1 € AUSTIN X

WETSS, INORID R (. AUSTIN X

4ELCH, MRS MARGOT AUSTIN TX

%0LF. MR/MRS DAN MCDADE TX

JEDLER, COLONEL DONALD L AUSTIN TX
TIKMERMAN, MRS DIANNA STAVINOHA BUDA X

LEMMONS . LINDA 7 AUSTIN X
LEONHARD, kENAIT © SPICEWOOD 71X
LITION, MRS MARY HELEN AUSTIN X
LUEDECKE, JOHN € AUSTIN TX
LUEDECKE, WM H ADSTIN TX

HARTIN. MRS HELGA M SAN ANTONIO TX
HATHIAS, VIC & HELIN AUSTIN 11X
HELLENBRUCH, JULTA AUSTIN TX
HORROW, DAT & BILL AUSTIN T¥
NELSON, MRS JOYCE < AUSTIN IX
NORMAN. LYNN R AUSTIN TX

6THS DONORS: MEMORIAL, 6FS, OFFICE, LIBRARY, NEWSPAPER PROJECT
FROM JULY 1993 TO FEBRUARY 1994

AHRENS, B C AUSTIN TX
ALBACH, MR/MRS EOHARD SAN ANTONIO TX
ALLEN, MRS JACK RICHARDSON TX

BARTELS, MYRTLE BACKHAUS NEW BRAUNFELS TIX

BAUER, DOROTHY A AUSTIN X
BEINHORN, HERBERT L MOSCOW TX
BROWN, NANCY £ SAN ANGELO TX

. CADE-PERDUE, THELMA SAN ANTONIO TX
CONNAY, HR W G SAN ANTONIO TX
DABBS, JEANNE M AUSTIN TX
DAY, BERTHA NAUKALD DAY HOUSTON TX

OUNAWAY, JAMTS K GONZALES X
ZCHERMANN, COL/MRS CHESTEK £ CANTA MARTA
FUCHS, IR, MR/MRS OTTO L CARMINE Tx
GARRETT, MRS CHARLES R AUSTIN TX
GLEITMAN, HELEN R SAN ANGELG TX
GRIFFIN, TRUMAN PASADENA [X

GUTHRIE, INEZ M SAN ANTONIZ TX
HARIGEL, MRS D M HOUSTON TX
HOELSCHER, ULRICH 48431 RHEINE
HOLLOWAY. MR/MKS JESSE £ ROCKDALE TX
JOHNSON, MRS W S TAYLIR TX

JUPE. SISTER MAY ELIZABETH SAN ANTONIO ©»
LANSFORG. INGRID G GEORGETOWN TX
MCBEE, SUE BRANDT AUSTIN TX
MONTGOMERY. CHARLOTTE SAN ANGELO TX
MORROW. DORA A AUSTIN TX

NOVOSAD. HELEN BURNET X

PARKER, SR, MRS, BRISCO K HOUSTON TX
Fitl SIGMA ALPHA TEXAS MU AUSTIN 11X
REINERY. TRANCES ¢ OALLAS TX

RIEDEL. DAVID R & FLORENCE K NIk BRAUWFELS X
SCHAETER, MARY JANE PORT LAVACKA TX
SCHULDT, ERBEN & JOSIE BEAUNONT TX
SIPPEL . JENS & GESINE

SPILLER. MARCELLA O AUSTIN X
STANLEY, MARY L HOUSTON TX
TRENCKMANN. CHARLES M AUSTIN 1X
TRENCEMANN, CYNTHIA JLLEN AUSTIN TX
TRENCAMANN, AELEN B AUSTIN iX
AALR-IN AUSTIN

WALK-IN

~ALTEH, HR/MRS DAVID CYPRESS 1X
WILLTAMS, VANDA & ELLIS HOUSTON TX
WILFF, MS LULA M CORPUS CHRISTT iX
YORK. MiRIAM GIDDINGS X

TET55EL, ALMA MEVER BASTROP 11X
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GTHS CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS, LIBRARIES AND INSTITUTIONS

FROM JULY 1993 T0 FEBRUARY 1994

ADKINS JR, DR/MRS CHARLES © BSEAUMONT TX GIPS, MR/MRS RAY CUERO TX RICHTER, MR & MRS RAYMOND CORPUS CHRISTI TX
ADKINS, MRS WARD N (ANN) HOUSTON TX GOEBEL, PATSY K CUERD T7X RIEDEL, DAVID & FLORENCE NEW BRAUNFELS TX
ADLER, ANITA FORT WORTH TX GOTT, DR/MRS CLYDE M FAIR OAKS RANCH ~  ROGERS, GERHILD B AUSTIN TX
ALLEN CO PUB LIB, ACQUISITIONS FORT WAYNE 1 GRINDROD, SYLVIA E v B KERRVILLE 1X ROHLFS, DR CLAUS & DORIS MEDINA TX
BAIN, CLARENCE D MARION TX GROESCHEL, LUDNIG & EONA AUSTIN TX ROSENBAUM, MELVIN F HOUSTON TX
BAYLOR UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES WACO T GUELKER, CLARENCE & ALICE AUSTIN Tx ROSSNER, LOUIS M & WILLOWDEEN SAN ANTONIO T)
BECKERMANN, MR/MRS FRED B BRENHAM TX GUNNEWIG, MR/MRS B J SPRING TX SAN ANTONTO PUB.LIB.HIST-REF DEPT SAN ANTONIC TX
BEETHOVEN DAMENCHOR SAN ANTONIO TX HABENICHT, HENRY R ONALASKA TX . SAUR, CARL F & ETHEL B NEW BRAUNFELS TX
BETNHORN, HERBERT L MOSCOM TX HANATK, LOUIS & JOYCINE CHAPPELL HILL  SAWYER, R G GEORGETOMN TX
BLUCHER, JR, MR & MRS GEORGE A4 CORPUS CHRIS HARDT, RICHARD W GLADWYNE PA SCATES, ANNIE WESCH SAN ANTONIO TX
BOEKH, THEODO®A V BRENHAM TX HARREL, CLAUDIA B KINGSVILLE TX SCHEEL. CLARENCE & JEAN CCLORADO SPRINGS CO
BOEHM, THEQDORA V BRENHAM TX HEGAR. MRS LUCILLE B SAN ANTONIG TX SCHULDT, MR/MRS ERBEN BEAUMONT TX
BOHMFALK, MRS JORNITA SCHUESSLER MASON TX  HELDENFELS, ANNIE LEE BEEVILLT T¥ SCHULTZ, MR IVAN D SAN ANTONIO TX
BRAEUTIGAM, DAVID WILLIAM ARLINGTON TX HENCK, JR, HARROLD K GALVESTON 71X SCHULTZE, RUTH ANN POTEET TX
BREITENKAMP, DR EDWARD C BRYAN TX HERRMANN, ERERHARD DALLAS TX SCHULZE, ARTHUR £ HOUSTON TX
BRENOLE, JOHN £ FORT WORTH TX HEYE. MR/MRS GERHARDT SAN ANTONIO TX SCHUMANN TII, WALTER ARTHUR -~ SAN ANTONIO TX
BRIDGES, OIANE GRAND PRAIRIE TX HOLLAS, JAMSS AUSTIN TX SETDEMAN, CHARLES H AUSTIN TX
BROCK, MRS TNGRID CORPUS CHRISTI TX 177, HOKARD M HOUSTON TX SELMAN, JEANETTE SAN ANTONIO TX
BROMN, MRS, RICHARD L HOUSTON 1X JACKSON, LOUISE ¥ HUNTSVILLE AL SERIALS DEPT. LIBRARY HOUSTON TX
BUCHANAN, ELLEN LA GRANGE TX KAHN, LISA HOUSTON TX SLOAN, MR/MRS CON K ROCKWALL TX
BUESCHEL, MR/MRS STEPHAN FORT WORTH T KERNODLE, JOHN 0 DALLAS I[X SKITH, VICTORIA Y HEBRON IL
BURKHARDT, MINNIE DENISON TX KESLER IR, RAY M ODESSA T SOKOLYK, HERTA KERRVILLE TX
BUTLER, MRS. MAYDE U RICHMOND TX KIEL, OR & MRS FRANK W COMFORT Tx SOPHIENBURG MUSEUM & ARCHIVES NEW BRAUNFELS TX
CADE-PERDUE, THELMA S&N ANTONIO TX KIRBY, MRS HARRY C (ESTELLE S) SAN ANTC  SPENCER, MRS DOROTHY B SAN ANTONIO TX
CHAMBERS, ELLADEAN RUPERT PEARLANG T KNEZEK, MRS LA VERNE D ARLINGTON TX SPILLER, MARCELLA D AUSTIN TX
CLAYTON LIBRARY HOUSTON TX KOEHLER, RUTH & BILL AUSTIN TX STANLEY, MARY L HOHLT HOUSTON TX
DALLAS PUBLIC LIBRARY DALLAS TX KOKINDA, INGRID £ SAN ANTONIO 7X STOEPLER, GEORGE EDEN TX
DAMERAU, NORMAN G BEEVILLE TX KOTHMANN, JOHN H FREDERICKSBURG TX STUDER, MR/MRS & £ KERRVILLE TX
DAVIDSON, HELEN OEHRLEIN CEDAR PARK TX KRAUSE, DR. RGBERT B & EUGENTA ® piaNo  SUHR, HELGARD NEW BRAUNFELS TX
DE GOLYER LIB SMU PER DALLAS TX KREBS, JR, ARNO W HOUSTON T1X SW COLLECTION, TEXAS TECH U LUBBOCK TX
DE YOS, JULIUS £ & RUBY £ MASON TX KRUEGER, MARVIN & LUCIA HUTTO T¥ TETLEY. GENEVA E SAN ANGELO TX
DENNIS, RAY & AMELIA AUSTIN X KUHN, GLADYS FROBOESE NEW BRAUNFELS Tp  TEXAS STATE LIBRARY - TECH SERV AUSTIN TX
DERR, A ANN COLUMBUS TX LARSON, MR/MRS LEONARD C PORT ARTHUR 1 THEIS, MR/MRS WALTER PLANO TX
DIERKS, MRS WILLARD BERGHEIN TX LEHMANN, ELIZABETH BRENHAM TX TIEDT, MRS LEOLA K LA GRANGE TX
DIMMICK, MRS FDMARD P SAN ANTONIO X LENIS, JR, MRS OLIVER SAN ANTONIO TX VICTORIA PUBLIC LIBRARY VICTORIA TX
DRAHEM, FRED BRAZORIA TX LEY, DR PHILLIP B & STANCIE D MISSOURIc  VOELKEL, EUGENE & JANE BRYAN TX
DUNK, MARYLEN KROESCHE SAN ANTONIO TX LICH, MRS SUSAN COMFORT TX VOIGT, WENDEL G PFLUGERVILLE TX
ECKERT, H CHARLES SHINER TX LIEHSEL, GERHARD & MARTHA FORT WORTH 1  YON DONOP, PAUL E WASHINGTON OC
EOWARDS, LORIS NICKEL TEMPLE TX LOTTZ, ETHEL PAPE  SAN ANTONIO 1Y VON ROSENBERG, GLENN & JO WACO TX
ENDER, DIETER H HOUSTON TX MAI, WILMA SHARUN SPRINGS XS WALLACE, JAMES O SAN ANTONIO TX
ENGELHARDT, JASMINE BULVERDE TX MARTIN. HELGA SAN ANTONIO T¥ WARREN, JULIA SCHREIBER FORT WORTH TX
ENGELKING, MR/MRS RUDOLPH A SEALY TX MATTERN, MR/MRS MICHAEL & HOUSTON TX WENDL, ERICH, HON CONSUL CORPUS CHRISTI TX
ESCHBERGER, ALVIN & ADELINE ELGIN TX MCCLAIN, DR MEREDITH iUBBOCK TX HENDT, MAURICE FORT WORTH TX
FAMILY HISTORY LIB/SERIALS SALT LAKE CITY  NAGEL, &RTHUR & BERNICE SOERNE 1 HEYNAND, MR/NRS JEROME £ SAN ANTONIO TX
FELPS, EONA SAN ANTONIO TX NANCY CAROL ROBERTS MEM. LIBRARY BRENHA WILSON, DR JOSEPH B, GERM & SLAVIC HOUSTON TX
FLOCKE, ROBERT A SPRINGFIELD VA NELSON, OR/MRS F MURPHY AUSTIIN TX WIISON. PAULINE MCANELLY SAN ANTONIO TX
FRIESENHAHN, WILBUR & BERNICE SAN ANTONIO  NELSON. ROBERTA HOUSTON TX WINDLE, MRS LORENE FROEHNER HOUSTON TX
GAMMAGE, JR, MR/MRS T EARNEST HOUSTON TX  NEUSE, EDGAR & MARY JEAN GONZALES [ ZTEGENBEIN, MRS WILMA KANTER NEW ULN TX
GASS, MRS LEROY C  SAN ANTONIO TX NIEDERSAECHSISCHE STAATS BIBLIO. 37073 GOETTINGEN
GENERAL LIBRARIES - DOMESTIC AUSTIN TX NOLTE, EDGAR L NEW BRAUNFELS X
GEORGE MEMORIAL LIBRARY RICHMOND TX PATTERSON-WILLIAMS, PATRICIA CORPUS CHRISTI TX
GERMAN HERITAGE PARK, INC SAN ANTONIO TX  PEARCE, HRS LAVERNE S NEW BRAUNFELS TX
GERMAN-AMERICAN CLUB / FORT WORTH FORT WORT PHILLIPS, ELLYN WEDEMEYER HOUSTON TX
GERMANN, JAMES M KALAMAZOO MI QUIRING, STANLEY & DARLENE SUGAR LAND 7YX
GIDEON, MARGARET 6 HOUSTON TX RAMMING, DOUGLAS & KAREN AUSTIN T

GILLESPIE CO RIST SOCIETY FREDERICKSRURG  RAUSCH, MR/MRS LEON LUTHER DALLAS TX
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. GTHS 1994 ANNUAL MEETING PROGRAM ITINERARY
Friday, Saturday, Sunday September 9, 10, 11, 1994
Sunday House Convention Center & Old Munich Restaurant
515 E. Main Street, Fredericksburg, TX 78624

The registration fee includes admission to convention programs, exhibits and the Friday &
Saturday night activities.

Exhibitors: $25 per table. If the exhibitor plans to attend the convention activities, the
convention fee must be paid as well. (GTHS members get 1 table at no charge.) In case of
cancellation, there will be a $15 service charge. Contact Christine Weiss to make exhibit
arrangements (210-997-9696; 515 E. Main St.; Fredericksburg, TX 78624).

FRIDAY

4-6 pm: Registration at Sunday House Convention Center and Old Munich Restaurant & view
Exhibits & Sales.

6 pm: Evening "Meet & Greet" German Spassfest (at the Peanut Factory Pavilion, 207 E. Park St.)

SATURDAY
8:00-9:00 pm: Walk-in Registration.
9:00 am-4:00 pm: View exhibits.
9:00-9:25 am: Opening Remarks and Introductions.
9:25-9:45 am: "Gillespie County Historical Society: Past, Present, Future" (Doris Eckert, President,
Gillespie Co. Historical Society).
9:45-10:00 am: 15 Minute Break
- 10:00-10:30 am: "Frontier Hospitality—Charles Nimitz & the Origins of the Nimitz Hotel" (Bruce
Smith, Superintendent, Nimitz Historical Center).
10:30-11:00 am: "The German Free School in Austin" (Helga von Schweinitz, GTHS Board Member).
11:00-11:30 am: The Unique Beginnings of the Methodist Church in Fredericksburg" (Dr. Wilburn
Crenwelge, President, Genealogical Society of Fredericksburg).
11:30-Noon: "Fredericksburg Historical Vignettes from 1946 Centennial" (John H. Kothmann,
Deutscher Verein Friedrichburg).
12:00-1:30 pm: Lunch (on your own).
1:30-2:30 pm: GTHS General Business Meeting (W. M. Von-Maszewski, GTHS President).
2:30-3:00 pm: "German Artists of the Hill Country—Hermann Lungkwitz & Richard Petri" (Marjorie
von Rosenberg, Author).
3:00-3:30 pm: To be determined.
3:30-4:00 pm: "Tracing Your Family Tree in Europe" (Theresa Gold, Genealogist and GTHS Board
Member). '
5:30-6:30 pm: Social Hour and Cash Bar.
6:30 pm-?: Banquet (includes meal and entertainment).

SUNDAY
8:00-10 am: Church Service (on your own). A list of local early church services which will
include German hymns, prayers and preaching, as well as, English or bilingual will be provided.
10:00-10:30 am: "German Author Car]l May & the Irish Connection" (Dr. Meredith McClain, Texas
Tech
University, Lubbock).
10:30-11:00 am: Coffee Break.
11:00-11:30 am: To be determined.
11:30-Noon: To be determined.
Noon: Closing Remarks & Adjournment.
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GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY
Annual Meeting 1994
September 9, 10, 11 in Fredericksburg, Texas

REGISTRATION FORM

PREREGISTRATION DEADLINE: August 15, 1994

Preregistration fee: $35.00  Late registration (after 8/15): $50.00
Registration at the door: $55.00. (In case of cancellation a $15.00 service
fee will be charged.) List the name of each person as you want it to appear
on the nametag:

NAME:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE:

Make checks payable to: German-Texan Heritage Society

Mail to: P. O. Box 684171
Austin, Texas 78768-4171

There is a $25.00 exhibitor’s fee per table; however, GTHS members may have
an exhibitor’s table for free.

HOTEL RESERVATION

The Best Western “Sunday House” Inn is holding a block of 90 rooms at the
special rates listed below. These prices are subject to an additional 13% tax.
When calling, mention GTHS to get the special rate. The deadline to reserve a
room is August 1, 1994, so please reserve early. Be sure to indicate smoking
preferences or medical needs that require special room assignments when
making your reservation.

1 Kingsize bed/ 1 person: $54.95 2 Doublebeds /3 persons: $65.95
1 Kingsize bed/2 persons:  $59.95 2 Doublebeds /4 persons: $71.95
2 Doublebeds /2 persons: $59.95 2 Doublebeds, sofa/up to 4 persons: $76.95
Name: Best Western Sunday House Inn
Address: 501 East Main Street
City/State/Zip: Fredericksburg, TX 78624

Arr. Date: Phone/210-997-4484

Dep. Date: FAX/210-997-5607

Copyright © 1994 German-Texan Heritage Society
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- City’s History Reaches Back To 1846

Founded B y German Immigrants

Fredericksburg’s first settlers
arrived here on May 8, 18486, after
an arduous journey that began
April 23 of that year in New Braun-
fels. This group of German noble-
men was known as the Society for
the Protection of German Immi-
grants in Texas.

In this first wagon train of colon-
ists were approximately 120 per-
sons, including men, women and
children and eight of the Society’s
goldiers. They traveled in approxi-
mately 20 two-wheel Mexican
carts drawn by oxen. Upon reach-
ing their destination, they found
only the half-finished log cabin be-
gun by the surveyors who had ear-
lier that year laid out the townsite. -

A month later another wagon
train arrived, followed by several
others later that year.

Each settler received a 100-by
200-foot Townlot and a ten-acre .
Outlot, the latter to be used as a -
“farm”.

Prince Carl of Solms-Braunfels, ;

t

the first Commissioner-General of |

the Society, founded New Braun-
fels on March 21, 1845, and was
succeeded by Baron Ottfried Hans
von Meusebach, a German noble-
man born at Dillenburg, Nassau,
who took the name of John O.
Meusebach upon his arrival in
Texas and under which he became
a naturalized citizen of Texas and

the U.S. He is considered the
“founder” of Fredericksburg and
his descendants, together with
those of other early settlers, are
honored each year on “Founders
Day” which is observed on the Sa-
turday nearest the founding date
of May 8 by the Gillespie County
Historical Society.

The little colony continued to
grow and by the time of the 1850
census there were 1236 inhabit-
ants of Gillespie County, and 764 of
that number resided in Fredericks-
burg. The fertile farmland around
the townsite rapidly drew settlers
to their ten-acre Outlots and
“homesteaders” to rural land.

Cholera and other illness which
beset the early settlers and the
threat of Indians were overcome.
Meusebach negotiated a successful
treaty with the Indians and when
the U.S. government established
Fort Martin Scott in 1848 east of
the townsite on what is now U.S.
Hwy. 280 East, the citizens were
given an opportunity to earn cash
money.

The Mormon colony of Zodiac
which was established on the
banks of the Pedernales River
where it flourished during the
years of 1847-1853 helped to pro-
vide lumber and meal for the colon-
ists until it was destroyed by a de-

.vastating flood and abandoned.

The Mormons also helped the early
seottlers by teaching them how to
best cultivate their land.

Fredericksburg was also the last
place where those bound for Cali-
fornia during the Gold Rush of
1849 could purchase supplies, a
boon for local merchants.

Gillespie County was created on
Feb. 23, 1848, and named for Cap-
tain Robert A. Gillespie who died
in the Battle of Monterrey in 1848
during the Mexican War.

The 26th anniversary of its
founding was celebrated by the ci-
tizens of Fredericksburg in 1871,
only to be followed by an even more

- elaborate Golden Jubilee in 1896.

On this occasion a book was pub-
lished by Robert Penniger, a fore-
runner of journalists who produced

' newspapers that were eventually

to become the present-day Freder-
icksburg Standard-Radio Post.
This book contained many “first
person” accounts of events, history,
individuals and organizations that
‘are invaluable today. It was trans-
lated into English by C.L. Wisse-
man Sr. and published by this
newspaper in 1971 in time for the
city’s 126th anniversary.

This year 1896 also brought
electricity to Fredericksburg and
the first electric light plant was de-
dicated during the town's 50th
annivereary.

After several unsuccessful at-
tempts, the city was finally incor-
porated on Aug. 23, 1933, and is
governed by a mayor and two city
councilmen who serve for two-year
terms.

“Major highlights in the city’s
history include the Centennial ob-
servation of its founding in 1946;
the 126th anniversary which was
attended by then President Lyn-
don B. Johnson, a native of Gilles-
pie County; the creation of such
places as the Lady Bird Johnson
Municipal Park; the Admiral Ni-
mitz Museum State Historical
Park; Pioneer Museum and the
Vereins Kirche (the latter a repro-
duction of the original) by the Gil-
lespie County Historical Society;
and Pioneer Memorial Library,

now housed in the McDermott
Building, formerly Gillespie
County’s second courthouse which
was made possible by a grant from
Margaret McDermott and her late
husband, Eugene McDermott.
Annual events such as the Gil-

lespie County Fair in August,
Night in Old Fredericksburg in
July, Oktoberfest in October and

Kristkindl Markt in December,
along with the Saengerfest (song
festival) and Schuetzenfest (shoot-~
ing festival), together with nearby
places of interest such as the En-
chanted Rock State Natural Area
and the Lyndon B. Johnson State
Historical Park and National His-
toric Site, make Fredericksburg a
vibrant center of interest.

German Still Spoken

Because Fredericksburg is com-
monly known for its rich German
heritage, visitors often come here
naturally expecting to hear that
foreign language. Upon arrival,
however, some are disappointed to
find out that many locals here do
not speak German as part of their
everyday lives.

The fact is, many can speak Ger--
man. They believe, however, that
since English is the language of
their country, they, as patriotic ci-
tizens, should speak the most com-
mon language of the country.

Another reason visitors to the
city are always greeted in English
is out of courtesy and because the
residents do not wish to embarrass
a visitor by speaking a language
that person does not understand.

Many visitors from Germany
who come to Fredericksburg are
surprised to find there are many
clerks in business houses who can
speak and carry on a conversation
in German.

There are two community choirs
who sing in German.

Also, if a visitor attends a
Schuetzenfest (shooting festival)
or Saengerfest (singing fest), he
will hear far more German spoken
than any other language.

For many years Fredericksburg
had a German language news-
paper, the Fredericksburg Wo-
chenblatt (weekly sheet). It was
discontinued at the end of 1946.
Copies of it are on microfilm and
can be viewed at the Pioneer Me-
morial Library.

Famous Sculptress’
Work Marks Grave

During her life, the famed sculp-
tress Elisabet Ney carved only one
tombstone. It can be found in
Fredericksburg.

. The stone marks the grave of a
pioneer woman—Elizabeth Emma
Schnerr, nee Schneider-in the
city’s oldest cemetery—Der Fried-
hof (formerly called City
Cemetery).

T!xe winged cherub with its chin
resting on gracefully folded arms is
placed at the head of the grave of
Mrs. Schnerr, who was born Feb.
18, 1827 and died Oct. 26, 1903,
and is said to be the last piece
sculpted by the famed artist.

Upon Mrs. Schnerr’s death, her
husband was so grieved he
searched for an appropriate
marker. He ordered one but did not
like it, and it was discarded.

According to Esther Mueller's
account in Pioneers In God’s Hills,
Elisabet Ney, upon hearing his
story, created the only tombstone
she ever sculpted.

Schnerr liked the little angel
with its fine workmanship. He felt
the piece was just right for Emma’s
grave because, “she was always an
angel to me.”

Elisabet Ney was born in Ger-
many on Jan. 26, 1833, where she
was way ahead of her time as a
liberated woman who sought and
gained admittance into the leading
all-male art academy.

She became famous and
sculpted in marble some of the
leading figures of her time in Eur-
ope, such as Schopenhauer, Gari-
baldi, Bismarck and King Ludwig
II of Bavara.

She came to America in 1871
and to Texas in 1878. Here she
sculpted in marble such men as
Sam Houston, Stephen F. Austin
and other Texas heroes as well as
the orator William Jennings
Bryan.

When she died in 1907, she lefta
legacy of mystery, romance and
idealism, as well as evidence of her
rich talent shown in the sculoture
she created.
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German Free School
retlurns as a museum

By Christle Schroeter
American-Statesman Correspondent

Arlene Tschoepe Burges envi-
siong great things for the historic
huilding her organization recently
nequired.

“We've stnrted a library, nnd
with time, we're hoping to be able
to offer German language classes
and art and music exhibits,” said
the Round Rock resident, presi-
dent of the GGerman Texan Ier-
itage Society and the newly
formed German Free School
Guild.,

I'he German Free School dates
hack to 1857 and will he used as
an educational museum, Burges
snid, ‘T'he property, at 507 E. 10th
Street, originally wns the site of
the Ifree School, Burges said.

“T'his was the first free schnol
in Lthe aren,”” she explained. “And
by that, they meant there was no
tuition.”

The school, which was started
by German immigrants, closed in
1878 when Austin started its pub-
lic school system. Ownership of

the building changed hands over
the yeara that followed, some
atdding on o the two-room struc-
ture.

The previous owner, Burges
anid, was Dr, Kelly H, Stevens,
who waa a henving-impaired nrtist,
and arl tencher, e willed the
restored home he had lived in for
many years to the German Texan
Heritage Society upon his death
two yenrs ago.

It now will be used as n cultural
center and headquarters for the
organization, Burges snid.

Charles Kalteyer, vice president
of the heritage society, said the
group ia looking for donations of
German schoolroom memorahilia
dnting from hefore the tuen of the
contury, as well as phatos of the
original school.

“We don’t. really know what the
achool looked like hack then,
because we don’t have any pic-
tures of it,” Kalteyer said.

Kalteyer, 69, said he has a per-
sonal interest in keepings the histo-
ry of Lhe huilding alive, as his

great-grandfather was one of the
founders of the German ree
Sehool,

Tours of the huilding are given
from 1 Lo 6 p.m. on Thursdays,
snid Teresn Schwauseh Chaver,
excutive director of the German
Texan Herilonge Sociely.

Chavez anid the architecture of

the building may he of interest. to
many people.

IFor example, the thick outer
walls were constructed of n mix-

waler in a rammed-earth tech-
nigue,

Burges said the heritage society,
which  hns 1,200 members
{throngrhout Texas, also will use
the building na its state hendquar-
ters, The orgnnization was [ound-
eel in 1978 and is designed Lo pro-
vide recognition to the German
heritage in "l'exas Loday and to pre-
serve Lhis elthnie group's roots.

Anyone interested in obtaining
information about or contributing

Lture of erushed limestone nnd

ilems Lo the musenm may conlact

Chavez al 482-0927,

ety

Alicean Kalteyer, left, and Chuck Kalteyer give Arlene Burges a copy of the

handwrltten legislation that chartered the German Free School in 1858.

Euliy :"‘:T"CQC(#-""{QTLT“I\N

Chuck Kalteyer has a new vol-
unteer project.

The retired petroleum engineer
and his wife Alicean Kalteyer
staged at their home a member-
ship party for the new German
Free School Guild.

The guild, under founding Presi-
dent Arlene Burges and commit-
tee members Helga Von
Schwaeinitz, Renate Leonard and
Chuck, is being established by Ger-
man-Texas Heritage Society
members.

The guild's purposes are to help
preserve the historic German Free
School building and to expand ef-
forts to reawaken pride and inter-
est in German-Texas heritage. The

T, 12,1942
German Free School building is at
507 E. 10th St., adjacent to Waller
Creek. Currently it’s a cultural
center and the Society’s state
headquarters.

Chuck’s great grandfather,
Charles W. Pressler, was one of
the original incorporators of the
school in 1858. He was a cartogra-
pher and chief draftsman for the
General Land Office. William S.
Porter, better known as 0. Henry,
worked for him there for a short
period.

For info, call guild executive di-
rector Teresa Schwausch Cha-
vez at 482-0927.

Lee Kelly puts the spotlight on people
every Thursday and Sunday. Write to

her at the Austin American-Statesman,
P.O. Box 670, Austin 78767.
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FOUNDING MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FOR
THE GERMAN FREE SCHOOL GUILD

The main goal of the Guild is to support the German-Texan Heritage Society and the
German Free School as a cultural center by creating opportunities for community
involvement in the life of the center through participation in essential volunteer
activities, educational programs and fund raising events.

If you would like to join us in these endeavors, please fill out this form and return it to
the GTHS office. -We look forward to welcoming you.

Name:
Last Name First Name Middle Mr., Mrs., Ms., Dr.
Last Name First Name Middle Mr., Mrs., Ms., Dr.
Address:
Mailing Address City State Zp
Home Phone: Work Phone:

GUILD MEMBERSHIP DESIGNATION

Category Amount
Student $15.00
Individual $25.00
Couple $30.00

(Basic GTHS Membership dues, if not already paid, are $10.00.)

Make Check Payable To: GTHS/GFSG
P. O. Box 684171
Austin, Texas 78768

GET YOUR DUES IN NOW TO BE LISTED AS A FOUNDING MEMBER IN
THE MEMBERSHIP BOOK. ONLY MEMBERS WILL BE ELIGIBLE FOR
REDUCED COSTS AT SELECTED GUILD FUNCTIONS. FOR
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CALL 512-482-0927.

Active Guild Members are requested to serve on at least one Guild Committee. Please
fill out the reversed side for committee selections.

Copyright © 1994 German-Texan Heritage Society



GTHS "The Journal" Year 1994 Vol. 16 (XVI) No. 1 (Spring)

10

GUILD VOLUNTEER INFORMATION

Please check your top three choices for committees (for couples indicate selections
with your initials). If you cannot decide, we will be happy to help you select a

committee that needs your skills.
BUILDING FACILITIES

Structure
Interior

COMMUNICATIONS

History/Library/Genealogy
— Newsletter

Publicity

Merchandising

EDUCATION

Docents

Educational Programs
Speakers Bureau

SUPPORT SERVICES

Volunteers/Mailing/Telephone
—— Hospitality

MEMBERSHIP

— Fall Membership Meeting
Spring Membership Meeting
New Membership Coordination
Membership Drive (Fall)
Membership Year Book

SPECIAL EVENTS

Fund Raising Development
German Christmas Traditions

LANDSCAPING

Design
Maintenance

Emergency Phone Committee
Annual Fund Hospitality

OTHER SKILLS AND CONTRIBUTIONS

Hand Addressing
Calligraphy

Transportation to Events
Photography at Events
Computer Programs Set Ups
——_ Printing Projects

Posters/Art Design

Delivery of Merchandise

Musical Instruments Played
Solo or Choral Singing
— Baking

— My Home Available For: Spring Membership ( ), New Member

Coordination ( ), Docent Training Sessions ( ), Addressing Invitations ( )

OTHER TALENTS OR SPECIAL INTERESTS

Copyright © 1994 German-Texan Heritage Society
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LEAVE YOUR GERMAN MARK
By Rodney C. Koenig

Estate Planning for German-Texans

Recently it was my pleasure to join in and speak at the 40th anniversary of the
creation of the German Consulate in Houston, Texas. We German-Texans understand
the importance of consulates. Professor Ted Gish pointed out that Henry Fisher was
the Texan consul to Bremen during the days of the Aldelsverein. Mr. Fisher was the
Fisher of the Fisher-Miller Grant which served as the incentive for massive numbers
of Germans coming to Texas in the 1840’s and later.

It was interesting to see pictures of the various persons who held the title of
German Consul General to Houston. I was pleased to see both men and women filling
this important slot. Currently, the Consul General of Germany is Dr. Klaus L.
Aurisch. We also had greetings from Honorary Consul Erich Wendle from Corpus
Christi and Honorary Consul Thomas E. Pawel from San Antonio. It was noted that
various other Germans left their mark on the consulate, with some of the roots going
back much further than the 40 years the Consulate has been located in Houston. The
German Consulate was located in Galveston for a number of years. As a member of the
Houston Saengerbund, I have heard a number of stories from the old members of the
Houston Saengerbund regarding gatherings in Galveston, Texas when Consul General
Jokosch was the German Consul there in the 1930’s. His son, the late Captain
Jokosch, was a Navy League friend of mine and was a friend of Fleet Admiral Chester
Nimitz, a renowned German descendant of German immigrants to Texas. Professor
Gish pointed out that the German Consul in Galveston in the 1930’s was himself a
descendant of the earlier Consul Jokosch during the 1800’s. A number of German-
Texans have left their mark through working for and with the various German Consul
Generals that have served Texas. It was my distinct pleasure to bring the greetings of
the German-Texan Heritage Society, as well as a number of other German-Texan
groups to the celebration in Houston on February 4, 1994.

You should consider leaving your German mark in your community by
contributing your time, talents, efforts and money to useful and productive German-
Texan Heritage Society projects. A very simple way to leave your German mark is to
amend your Will to include the German-Texan Heritage Society and its many wonderful
projects as a beneficiary under your Will. Alternatively, consider naming the German-
Texan Heritage Society as a beneficiary of your IRA, 403(b) Plan or your life insurance
policy. Leave Your German Mark! For further information, call Rodney C. Koenig at
(713) 651-5333.

Copyright © 1994 German-Texan Heritage Society
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12 GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY:
GERMAN FREE SCHOOL BUILDING
507 EAST 10TH STREET, AUSTIN, TX
(MAILING ADDRESS: PO BOX 684171, AUSTIN, TX 78768)

CHARLES G. TRENCKMANN MEMORIAL LIBRARY

THIS IS A WISH LIST OF BOOKS WE WOULD LIKE TO PLACE IN OUR NEW LIBRARY. THOSE WITH
AN ASTERISK (*) BEFORE THE TITLE ARE ALREADY ON THE SHELVES. WE ARE ASKING THE
GTHS MEMBERSHIP FOR DONATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS TO COMPLETE OUR COLLECTION. AN
UPDATED AND EXPANDED LIST WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE NEXT JOURNAL. FAMILY HISTORIES
PREVIOUSLY ACKNOWLEDGED IN THE NEWSLETTER ARE NOT LISTED HERE.

GERMAN-TEXAN BOOKS

Amon Carter Museum of Western Art. TEXAS HOMES OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. University of
Texas Press, Austin and London, 1966.

Bethune, Pearl Elley. FORWARD TO THE PAST. With the Journal "From Bremen to Texas in The Fall of The
Year 1845," by Carl Blumberg - in German and English! Translations by Ernest Joseph Hierholzer. Bethune
Publications, 1106 Ruth Avenue, Austin, TX 78757. 1990. ISBN 0-9620124-1-6

Biesele, Rudolph Leopold. *THE HISTORY OF THE GERMAN SETTLEMENTS IN TEXAS 1831-1861.
German-Texan Heritage Society, PO Box 684171, Austin, TX 78768, 1987

Biggers, Don H. GERMAN PIONEERS IN TEXAS. 1925. Reprinted by Fredericksburg Publishing Co., 1983.
ISBN 0-89015-385-x.

Bracht, Viktor. *TEXAS IN 1848. Translated from the German by Charles Frank Schmidt. 1931. Reprinted by
German-Texan Heritage Society, PO Box 684171, Austin, TX 78768. 1991. ISBN 0-944779-04-2.

Brown, John Henry. INDIAN WARS AND PIONEERS IN TEXAS. Daniell, Austin, 1898.

Dallas Museum of Art. AMERICAN FURNITURE IN THE BYBEE COLLECTION. University of Texas Press,
Austin, TX, 1989. ISBN 0-292-70774-6.

Geue, Chester W. & Ethel H. A NEW LAND BECKONED. German Immigration to Texas, 1844-1847.
Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc, Baltimore. 1982. ISBN 0-8063-0981-4

Geue, Ethel Hander. NEW HOMES IN A NEW LAND. German Immigration to Texas 1847-1861. Genealogical
Publishing Co., Inc., Baltimore. 1982. ISBN 0-8063-0980-6

Gillespie County Historical Society. PIONEERS IN GOD'S HILLS. A HISTORY OF FREDERICKSBURG
AND GILLESPIE COUNTRY. 2 Volumes. Von Boeckmann-Jones, Austin, TX, 1960, 1974.

Gish, Theodore, and Richard Spuler, Editors. EAGLE IN THE NEW WORLD. GERMAN IMMIGRATION TO
TEXAS AND AMERICA. Published for the Texas Committee for the Humanities. Texas A&M University Press,
College Station, TX,1986. ISBN0-89096-260-X.

Goeth, Ottilie Fuchs. *MEMOIRS OF A TEXAS PIONEER GRANDMOTHER (Was Grossmutter Erzaehlt),.
;2(1)551915. Translation, Research And Additions By Irma Goeth Guenther. Eakin Press, 1982. ISBN 0-89015-

Goyne, Minetta Altgelt. LONE STAR AND DOUBLE EAGLE. CIVIAL WAR LETTERS OF A GERMAN-
TEXAS FAMILY. Texas Christian University Press, Fort Worth, TX, 1982. ISBN 0-912646-68-3.

Groper, Klaus. IM WINTER BRACH DER REGENBOGEN. Der deutsche Treck nach Texas. Verlag Ullstein
GmbH., Printed in Germany 1981.
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Guthrie, Keith. TEXAS FORGOTTEN PORTS. Mid-Gulf Coast Ports from Corpus Christi to Matagorda Bay.
Eakin Press, P. O. Box 23069, Austin, TX 78735. 1988. ISBN 0-89015-661-1

Herff, Ferdinand Peter. THE DOCTORS HERFF: A THREE-GENERATION MEMOIR. 2 Volumes. Ed. Laura
L. Barber. Trinity University Press, San Antonio, TX, 1973.

Jordan, Gilbert . GERMAN TEXANA. A BILINGUAL COLLECTION OF TRADITIONAL MATERIALS.
Eakin Press, Burnet, TX (Now Austin, TX), 1980.

Jordan, Gilbert J. YESTERDAY IN THE TEXAS HILL COUNTRY. Texas A&M University Press, College
Station and London, 1979. ISBN 0-89096-067-4.

Jordan, Terry G. GERMAN SEED IN TEXAS SOIL. Immigrant Farmers in Nineteenth-Century Texas.
University of Texas Press, Austin, TX. 1975. ISBN 0-292-72707-0 (paper), 0-292-73629-0 (cloth)

Jordan, Terry G. TEXAS GRAVEYARDS. A CULTURAL LEGACY. University of Texas Press, Austin, TX.
1982. ISBN 0-292-78044-3, ISBN 0-292-78070-2 (pbk).

Jordan, Terry G. TEXAS LOG BUILDINGS: A FOLK ARCHITECTURE. University of Texas Press, Austin,
TX, 1978.

Kowert, Elise. OLD HOMES AND BUILDINGS OF FREDERICKSBURG. Fredericksburg Publishing
Company, Fredericksburg, TX, 1977.

Lich, Glen E. THE GERMAN TEXANS. The University of Texas Institute of Texan Cultures at San Antonio,
TX. 1981. ISBN 0-933164-85-8 (paper), 0-933164-84-X (cloth)

Lich, Glen E., and Dona B. Reeves, Editors. GERMAN CULTURE IN TEXAS. A FREE EARTH; ESSAYS
FROM THE 1978 SOUTHWEST SYMPOSIUM. Twayne Publishers, a Division of G. K. Hall & Co., Boston,
1980. ISBN 0-8057-8415-2.

Malch, Brownson. INDIANOLA: THE MOTHER OF WESTERN TEXAS. Shoal Creek Publ., Austin, TX,
1977.

McComb, David G. GALVESTON. A HISTORY. University of Texas Press, Austin, TX,1986. ISBN 0-292-
72049-1.

McGuire, James Patrick. HERMANN LUNGKWITZ. ROMANTIC LANDSCAPIST ON THE TEXAS
FRONTIER. Published for The University of Texas Institute of Texan Cultures at San Antonio by the University
of Texas Press, Austin, TX, 1983. ISBN 0-292-73026-8.

Newcomb, Jr., William W. GERMAN ARTIST ON THE TEXAS FRONTIER. FRIEDRICH RICHARD PETRL
Published in Collaboration with the Texas Memorial Museum by the University of Texas Press, Austin and London,
1978. ISBN 0-292-72717-8.

Olmsted, Frederick Law. *A JOURNEY THROUGH TEXAS. Or, a Saddle-Trip on the Southwestern Frontier.
University of Texas Press, Austin, TX. 1978. ISBN 0-292-74008-5 (paper), 0-292-74007-7 (cloth)

Pickrell, Annie Doom. PIONEER WOMEN IN TEXAS. Jenkins Publishing Company, The Pemberton Press,
Austin and New York, 1970.

Ragsdale, Crystal Sasse. THE GOLDEN FREE LAND. THE REMINISCENCES AND LETTERS OF WOMEN
ON AN AMERICAN FRONTIER. Landmark Press, Austin, TX, 1976. ISBN 0-917204-00-X.

Ransleben, Guido f. A HUNDRED YEARS OF COMFORT IN TEXAS. A CENTENNIAL HISTORY. Naylor,
San Antonio, TX, 1954.

Reeves, Dona B, and Glen E. Lich. RETROSPECT AND RETRIEVAL. THE GERMAN ELEMENT IN

REVIEW. Essays on Cultural Preservation. Published for School of Liberal Arts, Southwest Texas State
University. University Microfilms International, 1978.
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4 Robinson-Zwahr, Robert. *DIE BREMER VERWANDTSCHAFT. 2 Volumes. Nortex, Burnet (now Austin),
1977-1979.

Roemer, Dr. Ferdinand. *TEXAS. WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO GERMAN IMMIGRATION AND
THE PHYSICAL APPEARANCE OF THE COUNTRY. Translated from the German by Oswald Mueller. 1935.
Standard Printing Company, San Antonio, Texas. Reprinted 1983. German-Texan Heritage Society, PO Box
684171, Austin, TX 78768

Schmidt, C. W. FOOTPRINTS OF FIVE GENERATIONS. New Ulm Enterprise, New Ulm, TX, 1930.

Schmidt, Curt E. OMA & OPA, GERMAN-TEXAN PIONEERS. 1975. Accurate Litho & Printing Co., San
Antonio, TX. -

Sealsfield, Charles. *THE CABIN BOOK. A Classic of Early Texas Life and Literature. Originally published
1871. Translated from the German by Sarah Powell. Eakin Press, German-Texan Heritage Society, Austin, Texas.
1985. ISBN 0-89015-525-9.

Siemering, Afugust]. EIN VERFEHLTES LEBEN. Author, San Antonio, TX, 1876.

Stillman, J. B. B. WANDERINGS IN THE SOUTHWEST IN 1855. Edited with introduction by Ron Tyler.
Arthur H Clark Co., Spokan, Wash, 1990.

Taylor, Lonn and David B. Warren, TEXAS FURNITURE. THE CABINETMAKERS AND THEIR WORK
1840-1880. University of Texas Press, Austin, TX, 1975. ISBN 0-292-73801-3.

Tetzlaff, Otto W. Translator and Editor. THE EMIGRANT TO TEXAS. A HANDBOOK AND GUIDE. A
Publication by C. Schuenemann's Retail Book Store, Bremen, 1846. Eakin Publications, Burnet, TX (now
Austin), 1979. ISBN 0-89015-230-6.

Tiling, Moritz. HISTORY OF THE GERMAN ELEMENT IN TEXAS FROM 1820-1850 AND HISTORICAL
Sé(ETCHES OF THE GERMAN TEXAS SINGERS' LEAGUE AND HOUSTON TURNVEREIN FROM 1853-
1913. Houston, TX, 1913.

Toepperwein, Herman. REBEL IN BLUE. Morrow, New York, 1963.

Trenckmann, W. A. AUSTIN COUNTY. Beilage zum Bellville Wochenblatt, den alten Texanern gewidmet und
den jungen Texanern zu Nutz' und Frommen. Bellville, Texas, 1899.

Trenckmann, W(illiam] A[ndreas]. CHRISTMAS IN TROUBLED TIMES. Trans. Anders Saustrup. Friends of
Winedale, Round Top, TX, 1976.

Von Roeder, Flora. THESE ARE THE GENERATIONS ((A BIOGRAPHY OF THE VON ROEDER FAMILY
AND ITS ROLE IN TEXAS HISTORY). Author, Houston, TX, 1978.

Von Rosenberg, Marjorie. GERMAN ARTISTS OF EARLY TEXAS. HERMANN LUNGKWITZ AND
RICHARD PETRI. Eakin Press, Austin, TX, 1982. ISBN 0-89015-351-5.

Von Rosenberg-Tomlinson, Alma, General Chairman. *THE VON ROSENBERG FAMILY OF TEXAS. A
Record With Historical Facts and Legends of the Ancient Prussian Family. Reprinted by Nortex Press, A Division
of Eakin Publications, Inc., 1986

Von Struve, Amand and Heinrich. *THE STRUVE FAMILY IN EUROPE AND IN TEXAS. Abridged form by
Arno Struve. 1978. Self-Publication by Arno Struve, 701-2nd Street, Abernathy, TX 79311.

Von-Maszewski, W. M., Translator and Editor. *A SOJOURN IN TEXAS, 1846-47. ALWIN H SOERGEL'S
TEXAS WRITINGS. German-Texan Heritage Society, Austin, TX, 1992. ISBN 0-944779-05-0.
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GENERAL TEXAS HISTORY BOOKS 15

Fehrenbach, T. R. LONE STAR: A HISTORY OF TEXAS AND THE TEXANS. 1969. Reissued by American
Legacy Press, distributed by Crown Publishers Inc.

Fehrenbach, T. R. SEVEN KEYS TO TEXAS. Texas Western Press, El Paso.
McComb, David G. TEXAS: A MODERN HISTORY. University of Texas Press, Austin, TX, 1986

Meining, D. W. IMPERIAL TEXAS, AN INTERPRETIVE ESSAY ON CULTURAL GEOGRAPHY. UmverS1ty
of Texas Press, Austin, TX, 1969

Pool, William C. A HISTORICAL ATLAS OF TEXAS. With maps by Edward Triggs and Lance Wren. Encino
Press, Austin, TX, 1975.

TEXAS ALMANAC, Dallas Morning News . Published annually.
GERMAN-AMERICAN BOOKS

Galicich, Anne. THE GERMAN AMERICANS. (The Peoples of North America). Chelsea House Publishers, a
division of Main Line Book Co., 1989. ISBN 1-55546-141-7.

Gilbert, Glenn G, Editor. THE GERMAN LANGUAGE IN AMERICA. A SYMPOSIUM. Published for the
Department of Germanic Languages of The University of Texas at Austin. University of Texas Press, Austin and
London, 1971. ISBN 0-292-70149-7.
Rippley, LaVern. OF GERMAN WAYS. Dillon Press, Inc., Minneapolis, MN, 1970. ISBN 0-06-464036-1

. Rippley, LaVern. THE GERMAN-AMERICANS. Twayne, Boston, 1976.

Wittke, Carl. REFUGEES OF REVOLUTION: THE GERMAN FORTY-EIGHTERS IN AMERICA. University
of Pennsylvania Press, Philadelphia, 1952.

CHILDREN'S BOOKS

‘Gurasich, Marj. LETTERS TO OMA. A young German girl's account of her first year in Texas 1847. Texas
Christian University Press, Fort Worth, TX. 1989. ISBN 0-87565-037-6.

Hoff, Carol. JOHNNY TEXAS ON THE SAN ANTONIO ROAD. 1958. Reprinted by Hendrick-Long
Publishing Company, Dallas, TX, 1984. ISBN 0937460-15-X.

Hoff, Carol. JOHNNY TEXAS. 1952. Reprinted by Jenkins Publishing Company, Austin, TX, 1977.

Shefelman, Janice Jordan. A PARADISE CALLED TEXAS. Stories for Young Americans Series. First Edition.
Eakin Press, P. O. Box 23066, Austin, TX 78735. 1983. ISBN 0-89015-409-0.

Von Rosenberg, Marjorie. *ELISABET NEY. SCULPTOR OF AMERICAN HEROES. 1990. Eakin Prcss, P.
O. Box 90159, Austin, TX 78709-0159. ISBN 0-89015-747-2.

Von Rosenberg, Marjorie. MAX AND MARTHA. THE TWINS OF FREDERICKSBURG/MAX UND
MARTHA,. DIE ZWILLING AUS FREDERICKSBURG. Translation by Gerda Neel. 1986. Eakin Press, P. O.
Box 23066, Austin, TX 78735. ISBN 0-89015-539-9.

Wade, Mary Dodson. EASTER FIRES. (Who built the fires in the hills above Fredericksburg? Was it the
> Indians...or the Easter Bunny?) Eakin Press, P. O. Box 23066, Austin, TX 78735. 1984. ISBN 0-89015-469-4.

SUBMITTED BY THE GERMAN FREE SCHOOL GUILD LIBRARY COMMITTEE:
Ingrid G Lansford and Anna Thompson.
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16 GERMAN FREE SCHOOL GUILD NEWS

Last year was such an exciting year. After many month of hard work, the interim
committee composed of Helga von Schweinitz, Charles Kalteyer, Renate Leonard,
Teresa Chavez and myself laid the foundation for the German Free School Guild, and it
became a reality with a very successful membership meeting at the lovely home of
Alicean and Charles Kalteyer on Sunday, November 14, 1993. Approximately 100
members and guests enjoyed outstanding musical entertainment provided by the
Austin Saengerrunde Damenchor and the Pflugerville Folksingers. Delicious
refreshments and a social atmosphere helped complete a delightful Sunday afternoon.
After such a wonderful beginning, we are looking forward to even greater challenges
and successes as we begin our first year as the German Free School Guild. I am both
honored and happy to serve as the Founding President of the Guild, along with a
supportive board of officers and committees. Officers for the 1994 year are:

President—Arlene Burges VP of Education—Gerhild Rogers

Pres. Elect—Charles Kalteyer VP of Membership—Renate Leonard
Secretary—Elinor Koppelman VP of Special Events—Ed Jordan
Treasurer—Bill Koehler VP of Landscape—Charles Clinger

VP of Building Facilities—C. A. Schutze VP of Support Services—Edna Groeschel

VP of Communication—Helga von Schweinitz Advisors—Anna Thompson & Howard Barr

Following our membership meeting in November, we were happy to obtain
newspaper publicity in both the Austin American Statesman society section, an
informative article in the Statesman's Neighbor section and a picture and caption in
the West Austin News (see on the following pages).

In December, our German Christmas Traditions committee decorated a German
Christmas tree for display at Austin's Northcross Mall which featured decorated trees
from around the world. Several calls resulted requesting information about GTHS. St.
Nickolas weekend found the Guild celebrating Christmas with a German Christmas
party at the School. Festive decorations, good food and Christmas carols sung by the
Saengerrunde Damenchor helped put us in a holiday mood. Iread the "Legend of the
First Christmas Tree" followed by members singing "O Tannenbaum". Eighty members
and guests attended.

On January 18, 1994, Jane Manester, Chairperson of the Travis County Historical
Commissions presented a talk on "German Settlement in 19th Century Austin" to our
monthly General Meeting. The GTHS board met at the school that following January
22nd. At the February 15th General Meeting, Professor Lew Reeves-Marquard shared
his slide presentation on "The Iron Crosses of North Dakota". February also found the
Guild Membership Committee busy preparing a Phon-A-Thon seeking new members
for the Guild. It proves to be most successful. We now have more that 75 members
and are still growing. In March, the General Meeting was moved to the "Wine Cellar"
on 7th Street with a tour through the 1872 building along with advice on how to serve
German beers and wines. Also in March, Gerhild Rogers (VP of Education), began
teaching "Beginning German" to all interested. Hopefully, many similar activities will
follow. On April 17th, Lisa Kahn, a noted German-Texan poet, will share her lovely
poetry with us. Joing us if you can. The First Annual Spring Meeting will be held on
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May 15th at the German Free School building. A Silent Auction is being planned (see
May Day article for details), as well as, food and entertainment. We are all looking
forward to this exciting event. You, as GTHS members, are cordially invited to attend.
July and August will find us busy planning our Fund Raising Event for the Fall. Come
September, we'll see you at the GTHS Convention in Fredericksburg. Look for our
booth for information, a souvenir or just to say "hello". Watch the Convention
Schedule for the slide presentation on the history of the German Free School, too.
Hope many of you will be able to attend.

The Charles G. Trenckmann Memorial Library is almost complete now. You must
really stop by for a visit on your next visit to Austin. Several Victorian chairs and two
pre-Civil War tables are being restored. Now we just have the floors and drapes to

Teresa Chavez, our Executive Director, acquired a Brick and Mortar Grant from the
City of Austin and much needed outside restoration can begin.

The Guild newsletter, "Das Haus", is being published by the Newsletter Commiittee.
This is very helpful to our members, allowing them to keep up with the activities of
the Guild. As you can see, we are a busy Service Guild. It offers each of us the
opportunity to grow and learn together, knowing that, all the while, we are helping
make our dream of a GERMAN-TEXAN CULTURAL CENTER become a reality. Over 900
volunteer hours have been given by the members in order for all of these activities to
take place. More than 500 visitors have come by, which is encouraging to us. There is
so much more planned and needed to make our GTHS STATE HEADQUARTERS truly
outstanding. Your help, in any way, would also be much appreciated. Ilook forward
to seeing you at the German Free School. Our docents are here every Thursday
afternoon from 1 to 4 for tours. For information, group tours and handicapped access
call the office (512-482-0927).

Respectfully,
Arlene Burges

President
German Free School Guild

Copyright © 1994 German-Texan Heritage Society



GTHS "The Journal" Year 1994 Vol. 16 (XVI) No. 1 (Spring)

1
8 MAY DAY! MAY DAY! GTHS AUCTION IN AUSTIN

On Sunday, May 15, 1994, there will be the long awaited silent auction of GTHS property at the German
Free School building in Austin. The German Free School Guild is busy preparing items which became property
of GTHS through the estate of Kelly Stevens and from other donors. The long list of items includes:

« framed and unframed oil paintings by Kelly Stevens
« sets of collectible prints

* art supplies

» unusual South American and Mexican pottery

» oriental porcelain

« figurines in sets and single pieces

* an antique drawing table

« an "experienced” twin bed (very comfortable)

* air conditioning units and gas heaters

All items will have a minimum bidding price listed. Individual items go to the highest price over the minimum
bid. The auction will not be advertised to the public but should be well attended by GTHS members, the friends
they bring along and by certain invited guests.

Donations of additional items to be auctioned are also encouraged. These can be works of art or useful or
simply pretty things. Please suggest a minimum bidding price for your donated items, especially if you don't
deliver them before the day of the auction.

Items can be brought to the German Free School building (GTHS headquarters) at 507 East 10th Street in
Austin. Please make arrangements with our Executive Director, Teresa, prior to dropping off items by calling
(512) 482-0927. Beginning May 2, 1994, items can be viewed and bids can be placed, but only when you
announce your visit previously to Teresa (so she can make sure the front gate is unlocked). This convenience is
made mainly for out-of-town members and should be kept to a minimum by local people.

The silent auction has two major objectives:

1) To raise funds for the beautification and necessary maintenance of our unique,
historic building and the Cultural and Heritage Center we want to become.

2) To make room for pieces and treasures given to GTHS which are symbols of
German-Texan heritage.

In true German-Texan tradition the afternoon’s activities will be accompanied by musical entertainment,
refreshments and lots of visiting. St. Peter has promised mild sunshine for the day so we can enjoy the garden.

L
tsrd
-
. N
EVENT: Silent Auction Enfield/15th |
WHEN: May 15, 1994 (Sunday) -
TIME: 1to4pm a o § W E
WHERE: 507 E. 10th Street, Austin, Texas S | German Free School ¥
BRING: Friends, a smile, cash and a checkbook — | 507 E. 10th Street 2 c S
$ &
Ben White
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Convention & Visitors Bureau

Ellﬂ

TEXAS

January 11, 1994

Dr. Otto Tetzlaff
3625 Willowbrook Dr
San Angelo, Texas 76904

Dear Otto,

It is our pleasure to inform you that the German Texan Heritage Society has been selected by the
Convention and Visitors Bureau Advisory Board to receive the 1993 Convention Award of
Excellence at the Chamber of Commerce Annual Banquet, Thursday, February 3, 1994,

Nominees are evaluated as to their advance planning, creativity and innovativeness. Special note is
taken of those groups that best present the spirit of San Angelo to the out-of-town delegates. The
German Texan Heritage Society met this criteria and more.

The Convention & Visitors Bureau would like to invite you and a guest to the Chamber of Commerce
Annual Banquet, Thursday February 3, 1994 to accept the award. Cocktails will be served at 6:00
PM with dinner service to begin at 7:00 PM. John Foppe of Zig Ziglar Corporation will be the guest
speaker. Please RSVP to the Bureau's office (653-1206) by January 28th, whereupon your
complementary tickets will be mailed to you.

Congratulations, San Angelo is fortunate to have you as an active member of our community. We
are looking forward to seeing you February 3th.

Sincerely,

)
Lanlu.bmvi O;(-,C'[L'*))\-Cu /D ﬂ
L e [4 / a_ L‘LL
Chﬂl.%’:n

Marion S. Bottomley, Director Barry Kleyp
San Angelo CVB CVB Advisory Board
MS/BK/ag

The Wt Toras you never enpested

500 Rio Cancho Or. e San Angelo. Texas 76903 e 915/653-3162 e 915/653-1206
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The Karnes Citation

Karnes City, Tx. 78118

Wednesday, September 29, 1993

Thonhoff receives Friendship Award

!

e éh\.ss & Phye

On Sunday, Sept. 19, German Con-
sul Klaus Fleischmann of Houston
presented to Robert H. Thonhoff of
Kames City The Federal Republic of
Gemany Friendship Award in recog-
nition of hisefforts in building bridges
of friendship between the Federal Re-
public of Germany and the United
States of America.

The occasion was the 133rd birth-
day party of the Boerne Village Band
at Po-Po's Family Restaurant and
Garten six miles north of Boerne,
Texas. Thonhoff, known also by many
as "Professor Katzenjammer," serves
asemcee for the Boemne Village Band,
the oldest German band in the world
outside Germany itself.

Longtime "Schulmeister” (school
principal) at Fashing (where, among
other things, he taught his students to
recite the Pledge to the Flag every
momning in English, Spanish, and Ger-
man), Thonhoff was tagged thirty years
ago with the monicker, "Professor
Katzenjammer", ("Katzenjammer" is
a German word that means "hang-
over” in English.) Many Kames and
Atascosa county residents willremem-
ber the good times at each annual
Fashing BESTFEST and the many
performances by his Fashing
Folkdancers while he was principal at
Fashing School.

During his thirty-five-year teaching
career (1953-1988), Thonhoff found
time to write four award-winning
books on Texas history. He was an
original researcher for the Institute of
Texas Cultures (1967-1968) and is an
original participant of the Texas
Folklife Festival, where he has contin-
ued each year 10 emcee as "Professor
Katzenjammer", He and his wife, Vic-
toria Balser Thonhoff, have been Am-

bassadors of the Institute of Texan
Cultures since its beginning in 1968.

Prof. Katzenjammer

Robert Thonoff receives
true German honor

-Page 3-

et

BUNDESREPUBLIK DEUTSCHLAND Konsul

Klaus
Fleischmann presents to Robert H. Thonhoff (aka "Professor
Katzenjammer") The Federal Republic of Germany Friendship
Award in recognition of Thonhoff's efforts on behalf of German-
American relations and in recognition of his endeavors in fostering
andsustaining friendship between the Federal Republic of Germany
and the United States of America.

Currently, Thonhoff continues to
keep very busy during his "retirement"”
by serving as chairman of the Kamnes
County Historical Commission, as
chairman of the AACOG Alamo-La
Bahia Corridor Committee, and as first
vice president of the Texas State His-
torical Association, the oldest learned
society in Texas. He and his wife are
also active in the Texas German Soci-
ety and the German-Texan Heritage
Society.

Professor Katzenjammer will em-
cee for the Boeme Village Band at
many upcoming Oktoberfest celebra-
tions, including celebrating German-
American Day on October 6 at the
German Heritage Park in San Anto-
nio. He and his wife look forward to
accompanying the Boerne Village
Band for an official visit and perfor-
mances in Germany in 1994.
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REFLECTIONS ON A "ST. LOUIS WOMAN" 21
by Flora von Roeder

On Tuesday, August 3, 1993, my German-Texan mother went to sleep for the last time. She was not a
native-born German Texan, but in August 1933, she ceased to be a “St. Louis woman,” when upon visiting Texas,
she decided to stay. She married my father that year and except for brief visits back to Missouri on occasion, her
life became almost exclusively wrapped around the activities of a German-Texan housewife who lived on a farm In
a very rural area.

Born December 22, 1911, her name was Ethel Schlenk. Her parents were Henry Schlenk, owner and
manager of Arsenal Street Bowling Lanes, and Anna Marie Petri. Both were descendants of St. Clair County, lilinois,
German immigrants. Anna Petri was descended from grandparents named Petri from Dietzenbach, Hessen
Darmstadt; Schmersahl from Holte, Hannover; Fritz from Gérsroth, Nassau, and Goebel from Oberasphe, Hessen
Darmstadt. Henry Schlenk’s parents, Friedrich Schienk and Anna Ulrich, hailed from Merklingen, Wirttemburg, and
Weichs, Baden, respectively.

The Schlenks’ four-level house at 3824 Juniata Street, two blocks south of Tower Grove Park in South St.
Louis is no longer in the family, but it is to this day in excellent condition. South St. Louis was filled with German
neighborhoods full of beautiful old homes, bakeries, breweries, and, obviously, a bowling alley or two.

Mother's description of her girthood in these surroundings was certainly different from what she knew after
becoming a new bride and farmer's wife, although she was accustomed to being a number in a large family. She
was the ninth of ten chitdren; however, two were deceased when she was born. She shared a bedroom with her
younger sister (still living) until she left for Texas. This two-to-a-room living arrangement held for all the siblings--the
two older brothers, the two older sisters, and the two brothers just ahead of her. Lacking were the contemporary
separate bathrooms for each two—-one bathroom served ten people, but she observed that in Texas she bathed in
a round wash tub and spent hot or freezing intervals in an outhouse away from the main house.

Week days were spent quite normally for kids, i.e., going to school, doing one’s homework afterwards,
cleaning one's room, seeing one’s friends, reading, going to music lessons, etc. Music seemed to mean a great
deal to the whole family. On Saturdays, Grandpa Schlenk always listened to the Metropolitan Opera broadcast over
the radio, and all the kids but the two older boys learned some kind of music. Mother and the two older sisters
learned piano, and Mother, with a good voice, spent a lot of time singing. She would be especially remembered
for this latter pastime by almost all who knew her. The third brother, like his father, developed a love of opera, and
he played the mandolin. The fourth brother was the most gifted, having a natural ear and beautiful voice. He
developed to the point as a young adult of performing at the St. Louis Fox Theater.

On Sundays, the big thing was dinner. The girls and Grandma would bake half a dozen pies for this
occasion, and the huge roast or ham served not only the family, but also lots of company. Occasionally, there was
a rabbit dish called "Hassenpfeffer." Afterward, there was always someone playing the piano and entertaining. The
older folks talked or played cards. However, not all week ends were spent at home. Grandpa was In an income
bracket that allowed automobile ownership; therefore, occasionally, there was a trip over the river to lllinois to see
the relatives there who still lived on farms around Darmstadt, Fayetteville, and Freeburg or in the town of Belleville.

As a teenager, Mother’s life changed little. The house’s basement served as a reservoir for the big vats of
home brew "Heimgemacht” (remember prohibition) Grandpa made, and Grandma kept big barrels of pickles and
other specialties there. There were always plenty of refreshments available, and the house rang with music and
laughter as the kids threw parties for their friends.

In the days of Mother's vintage, high school was meant for boys only, so they could get a job and eam a
living; after eighth grade, girls’ formal education was over. So like the others, she got a job in a "Five and Ten Cent
Store" and spent her pay on clothes. She did a surprising thing though. She enrolled in a night high school and
took some courses in typing and English. | cannot vouch for the typing, but she must have had a love of reading
and writing, because | remember the love of books she brought with her to Texas and also remember well the
voluminous letters she wrote to not only her own family and friends, but also to my father's many relatives around
the state.

She loved to go dancing, whether it was in the big country halls over in lllinois or the nightclubs in the city.
Her niece, also a singer, recalls her as a "knockout" in a red satin evening dress clinging to her voluptuous figure
and her dark curls to her shoulders as her date came to call for her.

The good times began coming to an end around 1931 as the Depression hit home. Grandpa lost his
business and was ailing as well. The older sons were police officers who had been married for some time. The
youngest brother was also gone and married. One brother was a high school graduate with a job with some merit
at J.C. Penneys, and the girls all had novelty jobs and paid some of their keep. All were still living at home. One
of the girls had been married briefly and had a small daughter.
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As a school girl, Mother had a friend who lived with her grandmother; her mother was dead, and her father
had moved to Alice, Texas. The friend also moved to Texas following graduation from grammar school, but she and
Mother kept in touch. She married at a young age and moved to a house next door to my father's brother and
sister-inlaw. My father left the farm in Fayette County and moved to Alice to live with his brother and look for work
early in 1931.

In the course of their correspondence, Mother’s friend asked if Mother might be interested in writing to a
Texas cowboy. She responded affirmatively, and so the letters began. Pictures were exchanged; obviously, both
were impressed. Sometime during the second year, the "cowboy” invited the “city gin" to visit Texas. She was
flattered but honest when she responded that she did not have the money to make the trip. He asked if she would
be willing to come if he sent her the money; he could not leave his job to make the trip to see her.

Surely, she was ahead of her time! A young woman of her upbringing dared to accept such an offer, said
“goodbye” to her family, and boldly traveled by bus to Corpus Christi where he met her. Married in Alice, they lived
there only a short time, but she made an eatly splash as she got a spot on a local radio station playing the piano
and singing for 15 minutes each day.

Shortly after they were married, he lost his job. This was the first of many long strenuous economic
droughts they were to endure. She persuaded him to come back to the city with her for a visit and a job search.
The family members were still not recovered from the shock of her leaving and then informing them of her marriage.
She often sald that they expected him to have "sauerkraut hanging from his ears under the ten-gallon hat!"

The job search proved fruitless and back to Texas they came, experiencing another setback when their old
Studebacker gave out, ironically in a place called “Albatross, Missouri. They sold it for scrap and bought two bus
tickets to Fayetteville, Texas, where he grew up. The farm there then became home for the next 17 years. His family
was not as Americanized as hers; there were many more iron-clad German (mostly Prussian) features to be
overcome, and all the members spoke German at home until she came along. She never really learned except to
"know when they are talking about me."

The later Depression, World War li, and post war years tock their toll. She lived in a three-room house with
a tin roof. The pretty dark-haired, slender woman learned to cook and heat irons on a wood stove, wash on a
washboard, read by kerosene lamplight, bake bread in a non-regulated oven, do without a telephone, hoe a garden,
carry large pails of feed and water to chickens and livestock, wear feedsack dresses, and as said before, bathe in
around galvanized tub and go to the outhouse. A midwife delivered three of her four babies at home. Intermittently,
she suffered the pain of an appendectomy, mastectomy, cholecystotomy, and cholecystectomy. She recovered from
all of it, grew robust, and eventually recovered her health. She had a fourth baby. She still loved to dance and she
and my father took in a number of the local dances.

As | listened to the strains of the organ playing her favorite Baptist hymns (she was a Lutheran) at her
funeral, my mind wandered back to my childhood and those years. How did she survive such a contrast in lifestyles
without going mad? And then | heard her, sometimes accompanying herself at the piano at someone’s house, but
mostly while doing those backbreaking chores. She would raise that voice to “Over the Waves,” "in the Sweet By
and By," "The Blue Danube," "Old Rugged Cross," “Alexander’'s Ragtime Band," “In the Garden," "Du, Du, Liegst Mir
im Herzen,"” *“We Just Couldn’t Say Geodbye," "Desert Song," arias from "Il Pagliacci* or “Rigoletto,” and, of course,
“St. Louis Woman" and "The Eyes of Texas." The neighbors commented often on hearing Mrs. Roeder singing and
how nice it sounded. She sang us to sleep, and she sang us awake. _

But the singing eventually began to wane. The change from a rural to an urban society following the war
found those who were in this small type of farm operation struggling hopelessly. My father finally found a paying
job, poor as it was, but at least there was cash In the house. We moved to Colorado County, and eventually, my
mother had a small house with a gas stove, electric lights, a telephone, and a bathroom. However, she was not well
again. Her robustness began to ebb. She began showing symptoms of what was diagnosed in 1961 as Parkinson’s
Disease. Medication kept it at slow progress, almost in remission for the next 12 years. Then it re-activated, and
the slow but steady deterioration never stopped. My father died in 1979, and we thought it would only be a matter
of time before she followed. The inevitable happened, and she needed the constant care of a nursing home. Even
there at first she would try to play that piano and sing in that shaky voice. The nurses would dance with her as she
sat in her wheelchair.

The voice had long gone as had the conscious awareness of anyone for the past year or more. But
somewhere she knew when we were gone and when we were there. | went to see her the week before | left for
Germany on June 9. | told her | was going to be singing with the Chorgeminschaft and one of the songs we would
be singing was "Alexander’s Ragtime Band." | went to see her again on Sunday, August 1, and told her all about
singing in Germany. Two days later she went to sleep. As the final strains of Schubert’s “Ave Maria® drifted through
the chapel, she probably started singing--"Du, Du, Liegst Mir im Herzen," “St. Louis Woman," and “The Eyes of Texas
Are Upon You." | hope the angels listened.

Copyright © 1994 German-Texan Heritage Society
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Lillie, Oscar Dietrich

By GRETCHEN GARST
Special to the Banner-Press

When Lillie Meinecke and Oscar Dietrich married on
May 29, 1923, America hummed with change.

Cities and industry Frew at a rapid rate. Hollywood
spun out fantasies of glamour to captivate all. Flappers
bobbed their hair, shortened their skirts, went to night
clubs, danced the Charleston and talked of Freud. Peo-

le 100k 1o the roads in their Ford flivvers known as the

odel-T. President Warren G. Harding presided over an

administration crumbling from corruption which was
soon to become public knowledge.

Lillie and Oscar Dietrich came from a different cul-
ture than the one known o most of mainstream America
in the “Roaring Twenties.” They came from German
immigrant parents who lived in the Burton area. They
came from the old school of serious farming where all
able hands toiled the fields from early in the moming
until late ino the evening. Agriculture, rather than busi-
niess and industry, ruled their lives and dclermined pros-
perity during a decade when President Calvin Coolidge
proclaimed, “The business of Amcrica is business.”

The Dietrichs kept alive in their marriage the simpler
life of rural America where the work ethic and clear-cut
standards of right and wrong prevailed and made them

somehow stronger and surer than those tossed about by‘

the changing modes and mores of the time.

A wonderful old wedding picture adorns the wall of
their bedroom which still has its original coat of paint
from 1928. It hangs behind the bed where Oscar, now
almost 93 ycars of age, rests his frail body.

In the picture, Lillie stands tall and proud by the side
of her new husband with her hand resting on his shoul-
der. She wears a long dress of darkened hue for which
she paid $10. Her abundant hair is piled high on her
heaJ in the fashion of an earlier day. She looks strong
and sturdy and full of purpose.

Oscar, who sits in a chair in this picture, manages to
look serious and pleased about his new bride all at the

.same time. He wears a dark suit and high-top shoes. His
¢slim frame of fitness and strength of the sort that
“comes from long hours of physical labor.
: " The couple, now old and gnarled from many years of
‘hard work, speak of their long life together. They speak
of 70 years of marriage that never knew the threat of
‘divorce court. They of their three children, Wil-
-fred, Nevi Lee and Raymond. They speak of grandchil-
dren and -grandchildren. They speak of their farm
and their fields. They speak of prices and wages in the
‘old days. They speak of his blacksmith shop and her
quilting bees. They speak of life - life that still exists in
‘Washington County among some of the old German set-
tlers and their ancestors.
#  Lillie and Oscar began courting at house dances. he
pnce took out another lgirl. but Lillie said of him, “He
was the onliest man I ever dated, but I had lots of
friends.”

He proposed when she was 15 and he was 23, and
they were married at the Lutheran Church in Giddings
by Pastor G.W. Fisher. They ate vanilla ice cream at
their wedding reception. The young couple lived for a
while with her parents and then moved to their present
homestead near Burton in January, 1924, after the renter
vacated.

“We moved here in 1924 and never did move again,”
Lillie Dietrich said. “We built our present house in
1928. We farmed. Oscar labored as a carpenter and
worked for the railroad for $2.08 for a full day. He fixed
up the tracks and repaired the railroad ties. He also
worked in Burton for Mr. Finke and in Carmine for Mr,
Neutzler, his railroad boss.

“I was farming and worked for Health Care out of
Houston. I took care of my brother (who was ill with
cancer) for many years. I washed clothes withta wringer
type machine, pumped it by hand, cooked three meals a

y and baked my own bread. It was good breud too.

“When the sun came up, Oscar already had 90
pounds of cotton picked. We picked three baks of cot-
ton a week. He carried it to the gin in Burton )y wagon.

I like to pick cotton, but I hate to haul com.”
Cotton and con were their primary cmts. They sold
the cotton and kept the corn to feed their livestock and

poultry, . .

“We had 500 laying hens and over 200 turkeys,” Lil-
lie said. “We sold hogs and cows after fattening them
up. We had ducks, geese and guineas. We made and
sold butter. I cooked homemade soap too. ’

“Farming was hard. The first year (of marriage),
1924, we had a good crop - eight bales of cotton, eight
acres of com. Iri 1925 there was a big drought and we
only had 400 pounds of seed cotton (less than one bale)
and five bushel baskets of com. 1926 wasn't a good year
either. It took the farmers three years to get back to
where they were in ‘24, g

“1933 was the hard year (of the Great Depression).
We sold a calf for $8. We used every feed sack that we
had. I made dresses, curtains, bedspreads, bed sheets,
quilts, everything you could use from feed sacks.

“I got my sewing machine in 1924 and still sew on
the same machine. I like to sew. 1 sewed all Daddy’s
(Oscar's) shirts and underwear when I got married. 1
sewed for the children. Wilfred had homemade shirts
when he went to scheol. I sewed his overalls. Every
winter my Momma came over here and helped me cut
material. Mother could cut patterns.

“I like to quilt. We used to have quilting bees. They
were the biggest parties; six or eight women would
come to the quilting bee. We could quilt and talk. They
came in the moming and ate lunch and a second lunch
around four.” ,

While Lillie enjoyed her quilting bees, Oscar carved
his niche as an expert in blacksmithing, a trade he
learned from his father, Fritz Dietrich. The elder Diety
rich emigrated to Texas from Germany and began farm
ing near Burton. He brought a “Fulton” anvil for his
farm shop and many tools from Sears and Roebuck dur-
ing the early 1900s. He also handcrafted some of his
tools. . o SN

He passed the anvil and tools along to son Oscar who
worked for.over 63 years as a blacksmith on his own
farm shop. Many of the farm tools made by Oscar slill
hang on the wall of his shop. A photograph and bricf.
narrative about Oscar and his blacksmithing talents:
appear in the book, Between Anvil and Forge, published,
in 1987. Lillie said her husband was very smart and,
could build or fix most anything. : .

Despite long hours of hard work, the Dietrichs man-
aged to enjoy a pleasant social life and raise three chil-.

dren who were “well bchaved” and fared well in school’

even though they studied at night by a coal lamp.

“We worked at night, but we never worked on Sun-

day,” Lillie said, “If we did not get company, we went

and visited. Everybody always had coffee and lunch. If;
they weren't at home, we went some place else. Apple-
pie and dry sausage - that was the best meal you could
eat. We went to house dances on Saturday night. Daddy
played the French harp and fiddle at home, Welb;zu;m a.

, we

car in 1924, a second hand Mode! T. Then'in
bought a new Chevrolet and then bought a Plymouth in
1954. That's the last car we bought.”

Copyright © 1994 German-Texan Heritage Society

All of the Dietrich children were born &t home in the ;
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24 The Life Story of Robert Herbst
by Esther Boerner Wiedenfeld

In every community there are leaders in civic work, literature and music and so it has been in Comfort,
Texas. One of these leaders was Robert Carl Herbst.

Robert was born June 12, 1893, to Carl Heinrich and Wilhelmine Voigt Herbst. ThIS young man's family
were farmers, millers and carpenters, part of Germany's artisan class. However, in the Herbst's private
social activities, the family collected a library, played musical instruments and spoke both English and
German. The women and children of the family worked in the fields, chopping cotton, harvesting the crops
while the men worked for other people for cash. It was in this environment that Robert grew up. He, too,
learned to play several instruments, reader Schiller and Goethe, and sing in the local choral clubs. As he
already spoke English and German fluently, he decided to take on the study of the Spanish language.
Robert was a man of wit and humor. This characteristic was displayed when he wrote the life stories of the
Herbst-Voigt families. One of his first statements in this unpublished biography that gives an insight into his
humor is "For six months | was called Alfred. Then for some mysterious reason they renamed me Robert
Carl."

Robert attended the Comfort Schools. For seven years, he walked with his brothers and sisters through
rain and sunshine to get his education. At the end of those seven short years, it was expected that he begin
to help with the farming. He probably wondered, was this the end of his education? One day, his father,
Carl, handed Robert a book and said, "Read and study it." Thus a practice between father and son was
established. Robert's education had just started.

During the next years, Robert learned the rudiments of farming, but at heart, this man was never a
farmer. There was too much of the singer and scholar in him. When Professor A.C. Wertheim placed an
ad in the West Texas Independent Courier that he was starting to hold night classes in math, bookkeeping
and Spanish, Robert enrolled.

He still, however, had time on his hands and so he joined the Casino Club. His artistic abilities began to
bloom. He widened his social activities and became a member of the Comfort community's live theater.

Like some of the other members of the Herbst-Voigt families, Robert inherited a good singing voice. He
was welcomed into the Liedertafel and Gemistorchor, both German singing clubs. When he became a
member of these two groups he again faced a strict teacher. His erstwhile school teacher, Hubert Heinen,
taught him the basics in singing correctly.

1925 was a momentous year in this man's life. In the early part of the year, Robert was elected director
of the Comfort singing groups. The singers were able to present songs in English as well as in German.
And then, on July 4th, he married Clara Potschernick of Boerne, Texas. She would share the good and
difficult times with this man for fifty seven years. Clara became his unfailing right hand, when her husband
served Comfort's community in many civic projects.

In 1926, Rudolph Flach asked Robert to deliver a eulogy at a local funeral. This was to be the first of
606 eulogies with which Robert Herbst honored the pioneers of Comfort. Up to this time, there had been
four or five men in the community who had delivered eulogies in memory of these freethinkers. Evidently
Mr. Herbst's ability and willingness to work with the families was so well liked that the other gentlemen were
excused from performing this service.

Not only did Robert deliver the eulogy, he directed the singing at the funeral. The eulogies were
delivered in both English and German, depending upon the preference of the family. This decision was not
Robert's, but rather that of the family of the deceased who decided which language they preferred. Robert
was comfortable with either language. When a call came that his services were needed, all farm work
immediately came to a halt. Clara, with four little children by her side, would then see to it that the work was
completed.

As Albert, Gerald, Walter and Roberta came of age, they were each given an instrument to play. Each
learned to play well enough that a family orchestra was organized for the family's own pleasure. To further
this musical education, Robert and Clara took their family to San Antonio to attend the opera festival as
often their means allowed.

When the children grew old enough to help with farm work, they took on chores and duties to help keep
the farm going. Robert ran as a candidate for the Comfort School Board. He was elected to this group and
soon after became the secretary. Before he retired he was also to serve as President.
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Upon the initiation of the Kendall County Soil Conservation District, Robert placed his family farm in this 23

program. In a speech given to his colleagues, he stated: "Unless there is an early and thorough awakening
to the water situation as it exists and what it implies, there will be a national calamity.”

In the 1950s, the Texas Hill Country suffered a severe drouth. As Robert sat by a window of his home,
he watched the land being blown away by strong, dry winds. His instincts for farming became visible and

. for once, his artistic side was over-shadowed.

There were two very distinct events in this man's life when he assumed responsibilities as a leader that
the older generations would never forget. At one of the last times that Comfort hosted the Gebirgs
Sangerbund of Texas, Robert was the host conductor of the Comfort Community Hall.

In 1954, when Comfort celebrated its 100th anniversary a group of leading citizens from this small
German community came and asked Robert to serve as the Chairman for this festive event. He was
expected to rally everyone to join in, cooperate and contribute to the festivities. Everyone did.

In spite of the fact that the eulogies Robert wrote were for the freethinkers of Comfort and Sisterdale, a
feeling of strong faith for his Maker could be discerned in between the written lines. He also had a love and
appreciation for poetry and this was also evident in the eulogies that he wrote and presented at the
funerals.

Alfred, Lord Tennyson, was one of his favorites. The following is an Alfred, Lord Tennyson stanza that
Robert often used.

"Sunset and Evening Star, and one call for me.

And may there be no moaning of the bar, when | go to sea.

But such a tide as moving seems asleep--too full for sound or foam,
For that which drew from out the boundless deep turns again home.
Twilight and evening Bell and after that the dark

And may there be no moaning of farewell when | embark

From the bourne of time, the flood may bear me far

I hope to see my Pilot face to face, when | have crossed the bar."

. Robert and Clara moved to Fredericksburg on March 15, 1957. Robert was almost 64 years of age and
the couple decided to retire from the dairy business. They exchanged farms with their son, Gerald, who
lived in the Fredericksburg community. There they joined Bethany Lutheran Church. Robert also joined the

. Arion Maenner Chor and the Hermanns' Sons Gemischter Chor.

It was in this new environment that both Robert and Clara were to enjoy a more leisurely life. However, it
was not the same as the years here-to-fore. Robert's declining years began to show more than Clara's and
on October 19, 1983, this leader of the Texas Hill Country called it a day. He was buried in the Comfort
Cemetery with his family and old friends standing close by.

Compiled with the help of notes and interviews with Mrs. Clara Herbst, his widow, and Gerald Herbst,
his son, residents of Comfort, Texas. Copyrighted by the author, February 1994. If anyone wishes to use
material or quotes from this article, please contact Mrs. Wiedenfeld 121 Shirley Drive, Comfort, Texas
78013.

LISA KAHN READS HER POETRY IN AUSTIN

The German-Texan Heritage Society with the help of the German Free
School Guild has invited Lisa Kahn to read some of her poetry at a special
event on Sunday, April 17, 1994, at 2.30 pm at the German Free School
building, 507 E. Tenth Street, Austin.

Lisa Kahn is one of the best known contempory writers in the US who
write in German. Her poetic vision, her seemingly simple style, her
delicate sensitivity and her treatment of the German-American experience
have brought her international recognition and admirers.

We hope to have some of her books available for book-signing after the
reading.

This event gives out-of-town members and their German speaking friends
the opportunity to combine a visit to the German Free School building with
a pleasant cultural experience.

. For information call the GTHS office, 512-482-0927, or on the morning
of the event call Helga von Schweinitz, 512-441-2089.

Copyright © 1994 German-Texan Heritage Society
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Claus H. Rohlfs, D.D.
Consultant in Congregational Vitalization

January 5, 1994

Mry Ws My Von-Maszewski
GTHS, Journal Editor
2222 Cherry Lane
Pasadena, Texas 77502

Dear Mr, Von-Maszewski,

I want to share with you that the LAUDAMUS CHOIR from Germany
will be presenting concerts from March 27 to April 10 as
follows:

March 27 aymse Gethemane United Methodist Church,
Houston
Pemyg Sty Stephens UMC, Houston
28 pamyg First UMC, Victoria
29 pamy First UMC, Corpus Christi
30 pamyg First UMC, Kingsville
31 pemy First UMC, Brownsville
Aprii 1 pamy First UMC, Harlingen

3 agm, First UMC, Mission

5 pams First UMC, Seguin

6 pamy First UMC, New Braunfels

7 psmy First UMC, Boerne

8 pemy First UMC, Fredericksburg
10 asmy University UMC, San Antonio

The choir is made up of 46 of the top singers of the Free
Churches of Germany, They are members of the CHRISTLICHEN
SAENGERBUND, The choir will present a program of sacred
music and conclude with a series of folk songss

This is an excellent choir, I believe that some of the
members of the GTHS will appreciate knowing of these
concerts,
Thanks for your publicity,
Sincerely,
v AW A
ey 7 AT /t

Cilaus Hy Rohl1fs

64;77?,9 fﬁkttllﬁl(

HCR16, Box 48
Medina, Texas 78055-9610

(512) 589-2870 Copyright © 1994 German-Texan Heritage Society
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WHAT: Brahms' Ein Deutsches Requiem in German

WHO: 150-voice combined Bay Area Chorus directed by Rob Seible
and Tomball Community Chorus directed by Brad Bouley

WHEN: Friday, April 29th, 8:00 PM Tuesday, Ma :
, C ,» 8 ’ y 3rd, 8:00 PM
WHERE: Pasadena High School Tomball First Baptist Church
Pasadena, Texas Tomball, Texas

Soloists will be Dr. Charles Nelson and Linda Seible. Ticket

Prices are $10,and $5 for seniors and students. For further
information call 713-684-6030.

SOLOISTS

CHARLES NELSON

Charles Nelson, bass baritone, has enjoyed an active career
as an oratorio, concert and opera singer. A graduate of the
University of North Texas, he has performed with the Atlanta
Symphony, Dallas Symphony, Houston Symphony, and over 40
other symphony orchestras throughout the country and abroad.
His interest in educating young singers prompted him to
develop a series of recitals called "Why Sing?" which has
become an inspiration to young singers. Throughout his
career, he has been active as a teacher in the Texas public
schools, David Lipscomb University in Nashville, Tennessee,
and East Texas State University. He is presently artist

in Residence at Abiline Christian University.

LYNDA SEIBLE

Lynda Seible, soprano, is a graduate of Texas Christian
University. Best known as a recitalist and oratorio soloist,
Lunda has been soloist with Cantari Singers of Columbus,Ohio,
Schola Cantorum of Texas, Oklahoma Chorale, Bev Henson Chorale,
Concert Choral of Houston, Bay Area Chorus, Tomball Civic
Chorus, Aspen Chamber Choir, and the Texas All-State Choir.
Lynda has toured France with the Robert Shaw Festival Singers
for three seasons and has performed with that group at
Carnegie Hall and on recordings on the Telarc label. Lynda
has twenty years experience at the elementary, secondary
and college levels and is in demand as a clinician and ad»

: judicator throughout the state. She is currently employed
as a voice instructor at Lee College, Baytown, and also
has a private vocal studio in Houston,

Copyright © 1994 German-Texan Heritage Society
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A VERY SPECIAL GERMAN-AMERICAN CONNECTION
A HOPE FOR THE FUTURE

The German-American Partnership Program (GAPP) is sponsored by the
U.S. and German governments, encouraging a short term exchange
program between high school students from both countries.

While Clear Creek Independent School District has had a successful
exchange program with the Mullheim School in the Black Forest for
several years, it began an additional partnership program with
Michendorf (Potsdam) in 1992. By doing so, CCISD became the first
school district in Texas, and one of the first school districts in
the U.S. to establish a relationship with a former East German
school.

The first year of exchange was 1992. Principal Hienrich
Reinkensmeier, along with teachers, Christel Schilling and Renate
Hornemann, escorted a group of teenagers that lived with CCISD
counterparts for a three week period. The principal and teachers
stayed with Fredericka Richter-DeBerry.

The program was such a success that on October 24, 1993, a fresh
group of seventeen Michendorf students arrived at Houston
Intercontinental Airport to begin their cultural and educational
exchange. This time they were accompanied by their very able
sponsor, English teacher, Christel Schilling and Michendorf High
School art teacher, Lothar Klank. While the students lived with
peers in the district, the teachers resided with Fredericka
Richter-DeBerry.

The group enjoyed trips to downtown Houston, Galveston, Space
Center Houston, and a three day excursion to New Orleans. There
were cookouts, scavenger hunts, family opportunities and a gala
farewell party, complete with songs, skits and a video by the
Michendorf students.

On November 12 the teachers and students boarded a bus bound for
Houston Intercontinental and the trip home. There were tears.
There were hugs. And more tears and more hugs. Promises were
made, to keep in touch, to write regularly.

They arrived as strangers in our lives. They left as good friends.
NOTE FROM FREDERICKA: The drawing on the facing page was done by
Lothar Klank, a very talented, proficient, and productive artist.

His insight with these stereotypes is one we can all embrace and be
mindful of.
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and npt all Germans wear Lederhosen.
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Bei 30 bis 50 Grad Hitze kommt Texas-Band
im Land ihrer Freunde arg ins Schwitzen "

Filinfte Amerika-Tour der Unterallgduer mit zahlreichen Auftritten — Beifall auf offener Szene

Erkheim (mik).
Ihre inzwischen fiinfte Amerika-Reise hat
die Texas-Band Unterallgédu hinter sich. In
diesem Jahr stand wieder Texas auf dem
Programm, am SchluB der dreieinhalb-
wichigen Reise wurde noch ein einwichiger
Trip nach Florida angehiingt. UnvergeBliche
Reise-Eindriicke nahmen die 46 Teilnehmer
der Fahrt mit nach Hause.

Bereits kurz nach der Landung der Reise-
gruppe erwartete die Unterallgduer im Flug-
hafen von Dallas eine Uberraschung: Simtli-
che Mitglieder der ,Dallas Frohsinn Kapelle*
samt ihrem Prisidenten Gary Nelson waren

gekommen, um die deutschen Freunde musi- -

kalisch zu empfangen. Drei Tage blieb die
Gruppe in der Texas-Metropole, um Dallas
und Forth Worth zu besichtigen und am letz-
ten Tage in der mit etwa 1000 Besuchern voll-
besetzten ,Solol-Hall” ein Oktoberfest-Kon-
zert zu geben,

Vollgepacktes Programm

Weiter ging es dann zu den Freunden der
katholischen ,,St. Poseph’s Parish" nach Sla-
ton, wo die Musiker bereits zum dritten Male
gastierten. Auch hier gab es eine ganztiigige
Besichtigungs-Tour nach Amarillo im Pan-
handle und durch den ,,Palo Duro Canyon®,
Am ersten Sonntag der insgesamt dreiein-
halbwéchigen Reise gestalteten die Musiker
den Gottesdienst in der St. Josephs-Kirche,
am Sonntagabend spielte die Band in
Lubbock in einem Biergarten auf. Schon bei
der Ankunft in Slaton waren die Unterall-
giuer auf der Ranch ,Casa del Sol" eingela-
den und machten eine Wanderung durch den
,Blanco Canyon“ zum Winnetou-Haus von
Dr. Meredith McClain, die durch ihre Akti-
vitdten auch im Unterallgdu keine Unbekann-
te mehr ist.

Auch in der deutschen Stadt Fredericks-
burg, der ndchsten Station, waren private
Ubernachtungen vorbereitet. Die Musikanten
spielten bei etwa 32 Grad abends im Freien,
und wieder hatten sich 1200 Besucher ver-
sammelt, um die Musik aus der alten Heimat
zu horen. Bei dieser Gelegenheit wurde Rei-
seleiter Edmund Mikusch durch Biirgermei-
sterin Linda Laugerhan mit der Ehrenbiirger-
Urkunde der Stadt ausgezeichnet.

Die jahrelange gute Freundschaft zwischen den Unterallgiuern Reinhard Lohr und Edmund
Mikusch zu den Texanern Gary Nelson (links) und Teddy Trept (rechts) erméglichte der Texas-
Band Unterallgéu den inzwischen dritten Besuch im ,,Lone Star State” Texas.

Foto: Markus Mikusch

Bei den Freunden vom ,Fréhlichen
Gesangverein of Windale* spielten die Unter-
allgduer beim ,Windale Oktoberfest”. Bei
etwa 39 Grad im Schatten und iiber 50 Grad
in der Sonne war so mancher Musiker danach
ziemlich fertig. Die Géste gestalteten auch
einen Gottesdienst in der Evangelisch-Luthe-
rischen Kirche in Greenvine und einen Auf-
tritt in der ,Burtoii American Legion Hall".
Das Gesangs-Duo Inge Kiinle und Josef Jéch-
le bekam Beifall auf offener Szene, ebenso wie
die ,Holzhacker- und Plattler-Brigade* der
Kapelle.

In San Antonio gaben die Unterallgduer
bereits am ersten Abend in der Beethoven-
Halle ein Konzert. Schon am néchsten Mor-
gen mulliten sieben Mann der Gruppe im
Fernsehstudio antreten, um zweimal live zum
Friihstiicks-Prograrnm  aufzuspielen. Nach
einer Besichtigungs-Tour war am Abend dann

ein Spieltermin im , German Heritage Park"
wahrzunehmen. Beste Vorarbeit hat hier Ger-
hard W. Buech, der Direktor des deutschen
.Heritage Parkes“, geleistet. Letztes Ziel in
Texas war Houston. Auch hier warteten mit
Mike Barker und Herbert Nittsche zwei
Freunde, die sich um die Reisegruppe kiim-
merten und einen gemeinsamen Spieltermin
mit der Kapelle ,, Alpenfest” beim Oktoberfest
in River Bend organisiert hatten.

Nach zwei weiteren Spielterminen in
Naples waren die folgenden Tage ganz dem
Urlaub gewidmet. Eine Fahrt in die Evergla-
des mit Luftkissenbooten und ein Besuch im
Indianer-Reservat standen ebenso auf dem
Programm wie einige Tage Urlaub in Key
Largo. Dieser Abstecher war den guten Bezie-
hungen von Tannheims Flugplatz-Chef Max
Dolderer und seiner Tochter Verena nach
Naples/Florida zu verdanken.
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Now York Times Service

ERLANGEN, Germany —
Where the largest tank brigade in
the U.S. Army was once stationed,
there Is now only a vast, empty
parking lot, barracks and a vacant
8,000-acre training area that the
2nd Brigade of the 3rd Infantry Di-
vision will soon turn back to the
Germans.

All over Germany, the signs of
Americans going home are unmis-
takable.

In this university town, the civil-
ian authorities seem happy to get
back the prime real estate occu-
pled by Ferris Barracks, but in
Mainz, Frankfurt and
Kaiserslautern, many Germans
have lost their jobs. Weeds grow in
parade grounds and foreign asy-
lum-seekers and refugees hang
their laundry out the windows
where American soldiers used to
live.

Reducing its force in this coun-
try from 213,000 soldiers in 1990 to
65,000 by the end of 1995 is a com-
plex logistical, financial, and mo-
rale challenge for the Army, which
has to shrink, shift its mission from
static defense to rapid deployment,
and keep up combat readiness and
morale, all at the same time.

“This will be my second change
ol assignment since I got here,”
sald Staff Sgt. Joseph Washingten
of Charleston, S.C., before his
transfer to Fort Polk, La., recent-
ly. “Within the past two years our
four children have had to switch

Schools three times. We just want
to get stabilized, so we can get on
with the job.”

The brigade commander, Col. J.
Richard Wallace, was philosophi-
cal about the task of deactivating a
proud unit.

“The good news is that clearly
the political situation has changed
enough that we don't need so many
* Bradley- armored vehicles and
tanks here,” he said. “The bad
news is that the peace this brigade
was sent to create is now causing
its deactivation.”

For the units that do remain, the
prime misston is no longer defend-
ing Germany and the rest of West-
ern Eurcpe from attack by 380,000
former Soviet army troops, all of
whom will be gone from their old

Warsaw Pact outposts by 1995.
Now the American Army's mission
in Europe is training to tackle cri-
ses and take on peacekeeping mis-
sions beyond central Europe.

“It's a completely different
Army than it was in the 1970s,” said
Maj. Gen. Willilam Carter, com-
mander of the 1st Armored Divis-
ion, which will remain at its head-
quarters in Bad Kreuznach, west
of the Rhine. “Before, the probabil-
ity of being deployed outside cen-
tral Europe was very remote.
When you came, you knew you'd be
staying pretty much where you
were.”

Despite President Clinton's deci-
sion to withdraw American forces
from Somalia by next spring and
the apparent unlikelihood that the
United Nations will ask Americans
to do peacekeeping in Bosnia-Her-
zegovina any time soon, those are
the kinds of missions the 1st Ar-
mored Division expects to be given
in the future.

Under current planning, the
American forces in all Europe will
total only 100,000 by 1995, down
from 314,200 in 1990. Air bases in
Britain and other installations in
Italy have also been closed.

The remaining forces will be or-
ganized in lighter, more mobile
units than before, with a potential
area of operations from Europe
and the Middle East to Africa.

This is the area of responsibiity

of the U.S. European Command,
-based in Stuttgart. The command
-also maintains ‘military contacts
with officers from former Warsaw
Pact countries, including Russia,
even while part of its mission re-
mains deterring nuclear attacks.
' The military's task is an im-
mense and complicated undertak-
-ing: reducing or inactivating entire
regiments, sending troops and
equipment back to the United
States or to storage in Europe or in
ships at sea, and yet making sure
the units that remain are fully
trained and ready to go into action
at a moment'’s notice.

The Army commander in Eu-
rope, Gen. David Maddox, said re-
cently that it was hard for him to
get officials in Washington to rec-
ognize that making reductions
costs money, too — $340 million
last year, and $256 million this year

that he had to carve out of his ex-
isting budget, which was $3.6 bil-
lion last year.

The Army did it, he said, partly
by cutting back on the monthly
standard number of hours helicop-
ters could be flown and the number
of miles tanks and other vehicles

-could be driven, and partly by re-
ducing support units.

By the end of 1995, the Army will

have gone from a total of 838 in-
stallations in Europe to 301; the
Air Force is reducing to 18 installa-
tions from 35, with a force equiva-
lent to less than three fighter
wings where nine were stationed
during the Cold War.
«: The Army housing and shopping
area in Frankfurt and even the
‘$prawling former 1.G. Farben
building there — headquarters of
V Corps now — are to be turned
back to the Germans by 1995.

But the German military is also
slimming down, with no use for
many of the more than 500 installa-
tions the Americans are handing
over to them as they leave.

Negotiations with the German
government on possible compensa-
tion for improvements the Army
had made to the properties
through the years seem likely to
take years. Maddox said the Amer-

fcan starting position was that they
were worth more than $1 billion.

The Iron Curtain is gone now,
and by next spring so will be the
11th Armored Cavalry Regiment,
which stood guard along the part
_of the border in the hills between
eastern and western Germany east
‘of Fulda called the Fulda Gap.

Today, its mission accom-
plished, the regiment is being inac-
tivated. Observation Post Alfa,
where soldiers used to peer across
at the Communists through binocu-
lars and infrared night scopes, is
now full of foreign asylum-seekers.

The mood at its headquarters,
with soldiers and their families
packing up and preparing to leave,
was poignant as they prepared for

the regiment's departure ceremo--

ny in October.

“As painful as it is, we are in a
position to leave because we were
so successful in carrying out our
mission,” said the regimental com-
mander, Col. Scott Wallace.
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“It's kind of sad, closing down,
and all,” said Sgt. Craig Satcher of
Jonesboro, La.

Pfc. Jimmy Lane of Murfrees-
boro, Tenn., said he was being
transferred to Stuttgart. “My wife
only got here two months ago, but
we would have been happy to go
back to the States,” he said. “But
now that we know we're staying
and that our housing is taken care
of, we look forward to visiting Hol-
land.”

The 11th Armored Cavalry Regi-
ment is in the process of dismantl-
ing itself, shipping its Abrams
tanks and Bradley armored vehi-
cles and 79,998 other items from
tool kits to camouflage outfits el-
ther to Army units that will remain
in Europe after 1995 or to storage

The first of seven ships, under
Army command in Washington,
will start loading equipment from
Europe at Antwerp next Monday.

Then the ships will be positioned
at ports or at sea to be ready to
match up with troops to assemble
a heavy armored brigade force
anywhere in the world, the Army
says.

By next March, Fulda, which
had 8,800 American soldiers during
the Cold War, will have none. Dr.
Wolfgang Hamberger, the lord
mayor of Fulda, flew to Washing-
ton this year to plead for a rever-
sal of the decision, but the Army
thought it had no choice.

“We owe you thanks for freeing
our country and all of us from Na-
tional Socialism,” he said in his
farewell remarks, “and for saving
us from communism, assuring us
of peace in freedom and encourag-
ing European unity.”

He did not mention the fact that
the regiment’s departure also
meant that 346 German civilians
would be out of jobs, and that by
the time the reductions now
planned are completed in 1895,
27,900 German civilians will lose
their jobs with the U.S. Army.

The Army'’s 2nd Armored Caval-
ry Regiment pulled out of Merrell
barracks, a former SS compound,
in Fuerth, near Nuremberg, last
year. The headquarters building, a
huge red brick structure, is being
renovated to house the German
Federal Office for the Recognition

of Foreign Refugees.
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Over seven million Germans were
living in poverty as of 1992, accord-
ing to a report released last week in
Bonn. The study, jointly sponsored
by the German Trade Union Federa-
tion (DGB) and the charity organiza-
tion Deutscher Parititischer
Woblfabrtsverband, offers the most
recent comprehensive overview of
poverty in Germany and is the first of
its kind to take both the eastern and
western halves of the country into
consideration. Poverty is defined in
the study in several ways: as income
poverty ( i.e., a household income
less than half of the national average)
as poverty of living conditions, or as
poverty in education and work. In
the first category in western Ger-
many, the average monthly
household income was calculated to
be DM 1,708 (approximately U.S.
$973)in 1992, and 7.5 percent of
the population, 4.65 million people,
survived on less than half that figure.
In eastern Germany during the same
period, 14.8 percent of the popula-
tion, 2.6 million people, lived in

San Aufonio Express-News
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households earning less than half of
the DM 1,246 (U.S.$ 710) calculated
as the average monthly income,
down from 16.2 percent the year
before. In both parts of the country,
single-parent families and families
with numerous children made up a
disproportionately large portion of
those living in poverty.

Living conditions, the report found,
have improved somewhat in eastern
Germany. Whereas a quarter of the
eastern population lived in residences
with less than one room per in-
habitant in 1991, “only” about a
fifth lived in similarly cramped cir-
cumstances a year later. The situa-
tion was somewhat, but not dramati-
cally, better in western Germany,
where 14.7 percent of the population
endured over-crowded residences.
Poor westerners did, however, have
better basic amenities than poor
easterners on the whole. Nearly 13.4
percent of eastern Germans did not,
for example, have their own bath and
toilet facilities in 1992; by contrast,
only 2.2 percent of western Germans

T

Fallen wall paves way
for new Berlin’s future

" Understandable but sometimes
vreflective jubilation in the West
greeted the end of the Cold War
and the collapse of the old Soviet
bloc: The good guys had won. .

Chunks of the Berlin Wall, the
hated symbol of tyranny and dead-
ly ‘barrier to human freedom, be-
canie popular souvenirs of that vic-
tory. ' :

" They were best-sellers at depart-
ment stores throughout the United
Stales and Western Europe.

.-Larger .pieces found their way
into museums, including the one be-
ing built in College Station to honor
former President George Bush.
‘That initial euphoria symbolized
by the Berlin Wall mania has large-
ly died down. The end of the Cold
War, has not brought world peace
after all. In Europe, the specter of
Bosnia haunts the victors and los-
ers alike. . -

..The resurgence of vicious, vio-
lent neo-Nazism. and the financial

and social costs of reunification
now cause some Germans, on both
sides, to plead plaintively, “Give us
our wall back.”

Sales of pieces of the wall to col-
lectors have diminished considera-
bly. But the remaining parts of that
hated barrier are still finding good,
perhaps better, use, both practical-
ly and symbolically.

“Former barracks, barricades,
watch towers and slabs of the wall”
are being “broken up and pulver-
ized into concrete chips by a Bavar-
ian construction company,” the As-
sociated Press recently reported.

This recycled material, mostly
good quality cement, is being used

" to build streets in Germany’s once-

again-united capital city of Berlin.

The rubble of the past is being
used to build essential infrastruc-
ture for the future. That's not a ju-
bilant undertaking, but it is a neces-
sary one

C(!Bg/right.(@ 1994 German-Texan Heritage Society

The Week in Germany-January 28, 1934

still lived in apartments with shared
toilets and baths in 1992.

Although the number of people in
eastern Germany with extremely low
incomes has declined slightly, as has
the number of people in extremely
cramped living conditions, the
authors of the study say that there is
increasing “cumulative poverty” in
Germany and point to the fact that
the number of people who are poor
in more than one or all of the
aforementioned areas — income,
housing, education and work — in-
creased from 8.9 percent in 1990 to
10.3 percent in 1992. Large families
and families headed by single parents
are most susceptible to this accumula-
tion of poverty factors. The situation
was particularly acute among foreign-
ers, of whom nearly 17 percent were
already surviving on poverty-level in-
comes. Over a quarter of the foreign-
ers in Germany left school before
completing their studies, and over
half are without professional train-
ing. Close to half, 44.2 percent, lived
in crowded or substandard housing
in 1992,

DGB deputy chairperson Ursula En-
gelen-Kefer, who, along with repre-
sentatives of the Parititischer
Woblfabrtsverband, presented the
study’s findings to the press, warned
of the political dangers of poverty.
Poverty, she said, is “fertile ground”
for extremism that cannot be over-
looked. To reduce long-term un-
employment, she called for special
measures to accommodate single
parents and parents with numerous
children in the job market.

The findings of the DGB-
Parititischer Woblfabrtsverband
study were reinforced by another
study released last week. According
to the Protestant social services or-
ganization Diakonisches Werk, one
million people in Germany have no
apartment of their own and another
million and a half live in substandard
residences. Walther Specht, director
of Diakonisches Werk’s social assis-
tance and youth programs, called on
government authorities to increase
funding for the construction of
public housing and to end tax breaks
for higher income earners who pur-
chase homes. ®

v
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Reunification tears at ™™

.\

- WEStEIN German economy

New York Times Service

DUISBURG, Germany — More
than .inree years after the initial
eufingria over reunification, Ger-
mans are beginning to discover
that they have to build a new coun-
try — not only in the formerly
Comintinist east, but also in the in-
dustrial west, requiring new ways
of thinking and more sacrifice than
they ever imagined.

Those in the west learned quick-
ly that absorbing East Germany
entailed more than enlarging and
enriching the old Federal Republic
of Germany.

The new, united Germany is
finding that the post-Cold War
world is a more harshly competi-
tive place than it was before.

For many weslern Germans,
the biggest shock is learning that
the forces that made their country
the richest welfare state in Europe
and its economy the continent's
most powerful no longer can guar-
antee annual raises, increases in
leisure time and the social security
that they took for granted for dec-
ades.

Nowhere is the shock more dra-
matic than here in the Ruhr, where
recession and inexpensive imports
have thrown the steel industry,
long the core of the region’s pros-
perity, into crisis.

In the Ruhr, whose sinews of
coal and steel used to power the
German industrial economy, some
of the economic and social prob-
lems might have struck, as they
did in the American “Rust Belt” a
decade earlier, even if the Berlin
Wall hadn't fallen.

Like other countries, Germany
is affected by competition in high-
quality manufacturing and techno-
logy from East Asla, but since 1989
it _has suddenly had a highly
trained, low-wage work force just
across its own border, in Eastern
Europe.

Just a few months ago, many
workers at the giant Thyssen steel
works in this port and manufactur-
ing city in the west were sullen and
resentful over the prospect of sac-

rificing living standards so their’

less fortunate counterparts in east-
ern Germany could improve
theirs.

They worried about the influx of
foreign asylum-seekers and a wave

of rightist violence against foreign-
ers.

Last summer the rules for ad-
mitting foreign refugees were
tightened, and their numbers have
dropped, as have those of right-
wing attacks.

Today, with more than 3.5 mil-
lion Germans out of work and no
sign that unemployment will de-
crease even when the recession
ends, many workers here seem
more worried about losing their
jobs to global economic forces too
complex for them to understand.

The anger is directed not so
much against outsiders as against
Chancellor Helmut Kohl.

When hard times fell after the
post-unification boom, he told vot-
ers that he was wrong in 1990 when
he promised that no one would be
worse off after the country came
together.

Now he's been telling Germans
to tighten their belts and get used
to lower wages and fewer welfare
benefits if they want to keep jobs
in Germany instead of losing them
to more competitive countries.

“My advice to Kohl is to start

. slimming down himself before he

! starts asking the rest of us to,” said

Willi Geskes, 45, an electrician at

- the Thyssen plant. “The politicians

should set an example of how to
cut waste, instead of putting the
whole burden on our shoulders.”

After 11 years in power in Bonn,
Kohl and his Christian Democrats
have sunk to their lowest point in
national public opinion polls since
unification.

With a string of local, state and
regional elections set next year
and a national election in October,
the chancellor’s position seems yul;,
nerable as.euphoria is replaced by
harsh disillusionment. ’ e

In an interview with the daily
Die Welt before Christmas, former
Chancellor Helmut Schmidt said

he credited Kohl Wwith “seizing the:

, opportunity Instinctivelyl” “But,*
Kohl's predecessor sald!“I also be=
lieve that the way unificAtion wds
then carried out was to some'¥y!

- tent catastrophically wrong.” '

i The brief boom was followed by"

' a recession that was only partly &
result of the worldwide econonlgg

slowdown that began in the Unitpd,

States much earlier. .o

In eastern Germany, unification
didn't mean the instant prosperity
that many expected. In fact, it ap-

pears it'll take at least a decade to
make living standards in the east
equal to those in the west. ol
Schmidt and others blame the
severity of the loss of economic
confidence in Germany on the fact
that state, local and federal gov-
ernments financed the reconstruc:.
tion of the east’s dilapidated infra-
structure with budget deficitsito-
taling between 7 percent and'75
percent of the gross national prod-
uct this year, a postwar record, ac-
cording to the Bundesbank. e
The independent central bank
had to slam the brakes on monéy-
supply growth by raising interest
rates, and business growth plum-
meted. N
Nationwide, unemployment has
risen to about 10 percent of the la-
bor force. It's hard to tell precise-
ly, because even three years after
unification the government keeps
separate statistics for east and

west.

German labor costs make it dif-
ficult to create jobs as fast as they
are being lost. Many German com-
panies have moved assembly lines

o the Czech republic because

hourly wages and fringe benefits
there are a tenth of what they are
here. .
For years, German industrial
workers have been among the best
paid in the Western world, with
hourly wages nearly double those
of American workers. - e
Workers in France and Belgivm

have waged bitter strikes and an- P

gry demonstrations in flerce resist-
ance to the notion that their living
standards may have to suffer in
the short run to assure them of
jobs over the longer term.

German workers don't like it el-
ther, but for the first time since
World War II, they accepted pay
cuts this year to save jobs.

Here in the Ruhr, the traditional
Christmas markets dispensed
mulled wine, cookies and tree or-
naments in the pedestrian zones of
Duisburg and most other cities, but
the stores that were filled with lux-
ury goods began cutting prices in
late November. .

The Thyssen plant will lay off
10,000 workers over the next year,
on top of tens of thousands more it
has let go since 1989.

Rolf Bulck, 57, said his cal-
leagues would probably be pre-.
pared to accept a wage settlement -
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this year that might leave them
with a net loss of income after 35
percent to 4 percent inflation.
That, he said, was better than no
jobsat all

His union, the Metalworkers, be-
gan the bargaining by asking com-
panies staggering under the '{:;
pact of recession and cheap im-
ports from Eastern Europe and
other low-wage areas for wage in-
creases over the next year of ‘5.5
percent, plus unspecified “job secu-
rity measures.” Few, including
Bulck, expect to get it. o

In the Ruhr, workers are feeliig’
many of the same economic pres-.

. sures that shattered the Commu-,

nist industrial economy in the east.,
There, the sudden transition,
from a planned economy to0 a frge
market based on the German
mark made many overstaffed en-.
terprises and factories bankrupt,
overnight. N
Here, the advent of increased
competition , suddenly has made’
generous German fringe benefits,
wage levels and vacation entitle;
ments uncompetitive. e
“Because of the processes that,
led to reunification and the fall of
the iron curtain, steel has been
coming into Germany from east:,
ern Europe, where labor costs pro-
duce only a tenth of what it cofts
steel companies hére,” sald Fried-.
rich Noth, deputy chief of the labot,
col:nsultatxve council at the Thysgen .
t. o
Coal from the Ruhr also has,
been in decline for decades,.be:
cause mining it deep underground
is uncompetitive against cheaper,
coal from open pits,in Poland,gor
the United States, a fact that.
doesn't prevent the German gov-.
ernment from sinking more than $3_
billion in subsidies into it every
year to ensure supplies to electrjei-
ty plants and protect the few jobs.
that are left. v
The. money, the equivalent, of
about a quarter of all German goy-’
ernment expenditure on .
and technology, is raised by a spe:
cial 7.5 percent tax on electricity
bills that will rise to 85 percent.
next year.
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Residents and visitors alike in-
terested in learning more about
the town and county or anyone do-
ing research will find the Gillespie
County Historical Society’s “Arc-
hives Collection” located in the his-
toric Vereins Kirche invaluable.

One of the city’s most uniquely-
shaped structures, the Vereins

.Kirche is the octagonal building lo-
cated on Market Square.

The white, eight-sided building,
often mfen’ed to as the “coffee mill”

structure, is recognized as thecom-

munity's “hallmark™. It was
erected in 1935 as a replica of the
original Vereins Kirche which was
constructed by the town’s settlers
in 1847 a few yards away in the
center of what is now Main Street.

The Vereins Kirche is open Mon-
days through Saturdays from 10
a.m. until 2 p.m. Admission is $1
for adults and 60 cents for
students.

The original Vereins Kirche
(community church) was used not
only as a church (kirche), but also

ity of Margaret McDermott and
her late husband, Eugene McDer-
mott of Dallas, all the books were
moved across the street to the new
library facility.

For a few years part of it was
used as an office for the Chamber of
Commerce, although the GCHS
maintained some exhibits in it.
Soon, a number of GCHS members
became involved in putting
together the present Archives Col-
lechon, and when the chamber

as a fort, a storehouse and a com-

munity meeting hall. As the diffe-
rent denominations built their own
houses of worship, it fell into dis-
use and disrepair. For the city's
50th anniversary jubilee celebra-
tien in 1896, its outer walls were
removed and it was used as a pavi-
lion for the jubilee celebration. The

next year it was completely‘

demolished.

For many years local citizens
had the vision and dream of build- °

ing & replica. By the end of 1933,
one of the bright spots to emerge
out of the Great Depression, was
the culmination of this dream. The
Gillespie County Historical Soci-
ety was formed to raise funds for
building this memorial to the pion-
eers and local funds were matched
with federal funds.

In 1935, when the building had
been completed and the grounds
landscaped, a gala celebration was
held May 11-12 to dedicate the
structure. It was used as a mu-
seum to display memorabilia and
collectibles of pioneer days. Before
many years, a part of it was set
aside for use as a library.

When the GCHS acquired the
Kammlah property (located at
Pioneer Museum Village), the mu-
seum exhibits were moved up
there and the entire space was de-
voted to Pioneer Memorial Li-
brary. When the county’s second
courthouse was recycled to new use
ag a library, through the generos-

the texts, and upon request, be
shown the important documents
and other memorabilia which are
not on display.

Categories covered in some of
the graphics of the collection in-
clude “Das Vaterland” (Germany);
German Emigration to Texas; The
Immigrants; “Die Kolonie” (The
Colony); Building Fredericksburg;
Indian Friendship; The Texans;
Fort Martin Scott; Zodiac; Gilles-

pie County; Communities (Harper,

ONE OF THE CITY'S most uniquely-shaped structures is the Ver-
eing Kirche, located in the heart of the city on Market Square. Com-
pleted in 1935, the replica of the original Vereins Kirche houses the
Gillespie Cnunty Historical Society’s “Archives Collection”.

—Standard-Radio Post Photo

moved out of the Vereins Kirche
into their own building nearby, the
entire space was given over to the
archives. Persons with expertise in
such exhibits were consulted and
they worked with the local mem-
bers in putting the finishing
touches on the exhibits that are
there now,

The casual visitor with not much
time can spend just a short while,
briefly looking at the exhibits
which feature many photographs
and easy-to-read graphics.

The more serious viewer will
want to take more time to read all

Doss, Luckenbach, Cherry Spring,
Stonewall, Cain City, Willow City,
Eckert, Morris Ranch); They Made
Their Mark (leaders in Fredericks-
burg); They Made a Difference
(Meusebach, Nimitz, Johnson);
and others.

One, “A Point In Time” chroni-
cles the important years from
1836, the founding years from
1836, the founding of the Republic
of Texas, to 1964, The Texas Hill
Country—a Pres:dent's Country.

Another, "A Promise Kept--
Schule,” outlines in text and with
pictures the history of educationin
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Gillespie County--the keeping of a
promise made to the immigrants
that schools would be provided.
A special display features primi-
tive Fredericksburg furniture and
includes a chest of drawers that be-
longed to Mr. and Mrs. John O.
Meusebach and was donated by
Dr. Cornelia Marschall Smith of
Waco. It is an original piece made
in either Fredericksburg or New

' Braunfels. Also featuredis a cradle

belonging to the Meusebach-
Marschall family.

Throughout the year, special ex-
hibits are planned at the Vereina
Kirche, focusing on local obser-
vances, traditions and customs.

Also among the collection are
the original blueprints for the re-
construction work on the Vereins
Kirche drawn up in 1934 by the ar-
chitect, the late Lee Kiehne, a na-
tive of Fredericksburg. Other
items which were gifts to the
GCHS from individuals and firms
also add special interest.

A painting of the peace treaty
done by Lucy Meusebach Mars-
challin the 19208 hangsin the Ver-
eins Kirche.

Photographs, legal documents,
family histories, memorabilia and
publications are continually being
added to the archives collection.
The Vereins Kirche Archives is
also enlarging its collection of local
historical background papers
through the cooperation of descen-
dants of the pioneers.

A collection of 2,000 slides of his-
toric buildings in Fredericksburg
can also be used for reference pur-
poses. Also, an oral history video
tape archives is an ongoing project.

Trained archivists are on hand
to assist researchers.

A large collection of books on
Texana and local history are on
sale in the museum shop.

Founders Day activities begin at
the Vereins Kirche where tribute is
traditionally paid to John O.
Meusebach, the founder of Freder-
icksburg, with his descendants in
attendance. After the opening
ceremony, festivities continue at
the Pioneer Museum complex and
a tour of historic homes takes place
in the afternocon.
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Old Fort Salutes Military Past
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Visitors who want to get a first-
hand view at what the lives of fron-
tier soldiers were like here in the
1800s can turn to a spot just out-
side of Fredericksburg for one of
the area’s most unique features--
the Fort Martin Scott Historic Site.

Live, costumed Dragoons, infan-
trymen and period civilians will be
on hand at the site for a living his-
tory weekend at least once a
month. Visitors can find out more
information about upcoming
events as they near by watching
the Fredericksburg Standard-
Radio Post or by calling the site at
(512) 997-9895.

The biggest event of the year for
the site has been traditionally held
the Memorial Day weekend, when
the largest concentration of Dra-
goons, infantrymen, Indians and
period-dressed civilians partici-
pate in a Frontier Military
Encampment.

But, the reenactments and liv-
ing history events aren’t contained
to just that weekend. In fact, there
are usually monthly programs
there that include frontier-type ac-
tivities, such as military drills, pa-
rade drills, building skills (such as
making adobe bricks) and camp
life duties of the men and families
involved in the military.

the last year of its duty.
Though only one building has
survived intact on the site, a great
deal of history remains, primarily
through military records kept by
the units stationed at the fort. Co-
pies of nearly 500 original docu-
ments from the National Archives
were obtained last fall by the Fre-
dericksburg Heritage Federation,
the non-profit organization spon-
soring the development of the city-
owned site.
“We were lucky to find docu-
ments pertaining to everything
from clothing and weapons issued
to courts marital and Indian treat-
ies,” said Bruce Smith, chairman of
the federation's fort steering com-
mittee. “Along with a detailed in-
spection report done in 1853, clues
are coming in all the time to aid
with the plans to completely recon-
struct this post.”
At least eight officers who
served at the post were later Civil
War generals and other distin-
guished officers. Recent research
. has found that two officers who
' were in the same company at Fort
: Martin Scott later opposed each
' other at Gettysburg and one of
| them was killed in that action. The

most famous officer to command
| the post, James Longstreet, was at

The fort is8 now featuring its '

mostrecently completed structure-
-Officers Quarters E, which has
been built by volunteers with
Texas Historical Commission-
approved period materials, tech-
niques and tools. Another officers
quarters building is currently be-
ing built, as well.

The Fredericksburg Heritage

Federation also has plans within
the near future to reconstruct the

Sutler’s Store.

On December b5, 1848, Captain
Seth Eastman of the 1st Infantry
camped at what became Fort Mar-
tin Scott for the first time. East-
man had established what was the
first frontier military post in
Texas. Though the post closed after
only five years of operation in De-
cember, 1853, some of the first In-
dian policy of the United States in
Texas was conducted from this
strategic site.

For most of the post's five years
of duty, it was manned by both in-
fantry soldiers and horse-mounted
troopers of the 2nd Dragoons. Most
of the time, there were between
125 and 150 soldiers stationed at
the post, with nearly 376 in camp
in early 1851 during preparatlons
for a major Indian campaign. Only
15 soldiers occupied the post for

UNDERSTANDING what hfe was like at a I'ron-
tier military outpost such as Fort Martin Scott is
easy when occasional reenactors like this take

Gettysburg also at the Confederate
second in command under Robert
E. Lee.

In addition to being a major part
of Indian policy in the early days of
statehood, Fort Martin Scott
played a prominent role in the de-
velopment of the little hamlet of

Fredericksburg. This village had

been founded in 1846 by German
colonists and by 1848 was having
financial difficulties which were
helped a great deal by the advent of
the post.

For a six-month period in early
1861, nearly 66 local citizens were
hired each month to help with con-
struction of buildings at the post.

Others were hired periodically as,

teamsters, guides and interpre-
ters, ambulance drivers and labor-

ers. Even one of the town doctors

was a contract surgeon at the post
hospital for more than a year.
Following the gold rush in Cali-
fornia beginning in 1849, the fron-
tier quickly moved west, making
Fort Martin Scott unnecessary.
Troops from this post moved west
to found Fort Mason and Fort
McKavett, among others. The post
was used sporadically during the
Civil War, both as a recruiting sta-
tion for the Confederacy and as a
jail to hold members of the infam-
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ous “Haengerbunde”, a group
which terrorized local Union sym-
pathizers, often raiding their
homes at night and lynching those
considered dangerous.

In 1870, the site was sold to J.W.
Braeutigam who created a dance
hall and store on the site. The first
county fair was held there in 1881,
complete with horse races on the
old cavalry drill field. Braeutigam
was killed there in 1884 while re-
sisting a robbery of his store and
the site was closed to the public
shortly thereafter. The City of Fre-
dericksburg bought the property in
the early 1950's and have kept this
site in undisturbed condition ever
since.

Plans for the site call for com-
plete reconstruction of all 24 major
structures on the site. Since the
Fredericksburg Heritage Federa-
tion is a private, non-profit organi-
zation, funding is limited and the
development is expected to take a
number of years.

“We have an excellent start and
something unique in the state,”
said Smith, “the period of the first

Fort Martin Scott Historic Site
is located two miles east of Freder-
icksburg on U.S. Highway 290, at
1606 E. Main.

time out to explain the more interesting details to
vigitors, —Standard-Radio Post Photo
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When the early sattlers founded
Fredericksburg back in 1846, a
quality of life was established that
still shines through today. To
many new residents, itis that qual-
ity of life that makes living in the
area the fulfillment of a dream.

Customs and traditions handed
down through many generations of
descendants of original settlers are
still a reminder of the early days.

While the climate, the terrain,
and the friendliness of the people
do their part to make Fredericks-
burg a delightful place to visit, as
well ag live, the architecture of the
community is one of the most visi-
ble signs of bygone days.

Touches of the past, however,
show through the modern not only
in the architecture of Fredericks-
burg but also in customs that
harken to an earlier day.

Simple traditions like the ring-
ing of church bells at 6 p.m. on Sa-
turday evenings remind visitors
and residents alike of the commun-
ity’'s German roots,

The bells are rung on Saturday
evenings and on days that precede
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Traditions All Around Town

Wl
religious holidays to summon the
faithful to worship services the fol-
lowing day.

Other traditional observances
include the Schuetzenfeste

" (shooting festivals) which are held

inlate July or early August. Dating
back farther than any other event
in the county except for the fair, the
event draws marksmen who com-
pete with long-barreled rifles in
the tradition of the early settlers.
Six shooting clubs are active in the
county and rotate hosting the Bun-
des Schuetzenfest.

The Saengerfeste, partici-
pated in by choirs who sing the
traditional German songs are held
in September every year. Two local
choirs, the Arion Male Choir and
the Hermann Sons Mixed Choir,
participate.

Funeral Notices that origi-
nated in the days when there was
no radio or other means of letting
the public know of a death and fun-
eral arrangements are still printed
and distributed. They give the

name of the deceased, age, time of
death and the funeral
arrangements.

The bells of the church of which
the deceased is 8 member are also
tolled at the time of the person’s
death.

Christmas observances are
marked by gaily decorated trees,
many containing handmade orna-
ments. Traditional children’s
Christmas programs are held in
the churches, and St. Nicholas Day
is observed.

Another traditional observance
at this time of the year is the Com-
munity Christmas Program, spon-
sored by the Lions Club in which
choirs of churches of all faiths par-
ticipate. This is held annually on
the second Sunday in December.

On patriotic holidays, Freder-
icksburg’s Main Street and major
highways into the city become av-
enues of flags. Veterans organiza-
tions place the flags throughout
the city.

The town clock, located in the
steeple of St. Mary's Catholic
Church, tells passersby the time by

day or night. The illuminated clock
chimes the hour as well as the
quarter and half hour.

Among the early traditions that
have faded with the passage of
time are the holidays held in pion-
eer days on the Second Christmas
Day, the Monday after Pentecost
Sunday, and the Monday following
Easter.

Because the principal festivities
of these days consisted of attend-
ing church services and the dances
held in the evening, which lasted
into the wee hours of the morning,
the holidays were declared so that
those who spent their time revell-
ing would have the day following to -
recuperate.

The Fredericksburg Publishing
Company, Inc., publishers of the
Fredericksburg Standard-Radio
Post for many years published a
German language newspaper, the
Fredericksburg Wochenblatt that
was discontinued in January of
1946.

One of our 'wurst’ efforts to date
Or, can one ever get enough sausage fests?

For those in the know, the Octoberfest
(more precisely Oktoberfest) is a specific
party (a week-long beer festival), held ata
specific place (the city of Munich, in Ger-
many), and beginning at a specific time
(the first Sunday of October).

For those out of the know, any German
party, held anywhere, anytime in October
is good enough. Just make sure somebody
willhavebeerand sausageavailable. We'll
take care of the Fest part.

The best known such festival in these
parts is the Wurstfest, usually held in New
Braunfels during the last weekend in Oc-
tober.

Those timid about the chaos caused by
some beerdrinkersappreciate the Wurstfest
emphasis on Wurst.

Whurst is the German word for sausage.
Amusing, to me at least, is the linguistic
connection that links (pun intended) the
German word wurst and the Englishword

war. Both were derived from the same Old
High German word, werran — to confuse!

Butback to the meat (yes, intended) of the
matter.San Antoniansdonothavetospeak
German, nor do they have todrink beer, in
ordertoenjoy sausage, orwurst. And even
ifwedonoteatsausage wehave heard the

talk. While insiders distinguish among
bratwurstand lfverwurst and braunschweiger,
the rest of us all know about weenies, franks,
and hot dogs.

Gourmets who like their sausage some-

what lean, prefer Bratwurst (brat means
meat without waste). At the other extreme
they can choose the self-explanatory
liverwurst. Somewhere in between the two
is kraunschweiger — a smoked liver sau-
sage, originally made in Brunswick, Ger-
many.
Here in the U.S. we prefer the milder
sausages: weenies, franks, and hot dogs.
(And all those Not Dogs: you know, un-
mentionable, yukkie yuppie things like
veggie wieners, chicken franks or tofu
dogs.)

Weenies, derived from wieners, in turn
derived from wiener wurst, in turn derived
from Vienna wurst, used to contain fine-

- ground meat thatsometimesincluded veal.

Franks, derived from frankfurter, origi-
nated in Frankfurt, Germany. These sau-
sages used to be made up of beef — but

-1ne Times— November 4, 1993eee=

ETT
Scott Baird
San Antonio Talk

spicierand chunkier than the Viennastyle.

So.How did Englishspeakersin America
came up with the term hot dogs? Well, we
did it with some help from our German
speaking friends. Germans often referred
to their various sausages as Dachshunds.
The similarity in shape between a sausage

_and the long bodied, short. legged dog

supposedly triggered thisaffectionate term.
Linguistically-naive folk on the east coast
of the US. thought they heard the Ger-
mans saying “Dogs Hot.” So they cor-
rected the Germans’ bad English and
tumed the “Dogs Hot” into “Hot Dogs.”
So the scholars say.

If you disagree, don’t blame me. I just
write columns on San Antonio Talk. And
you just read the wurst one.

Copyright © 1994 German-Texan Heritage Society
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Historic German church
in Dessau closes its doors

Associated Press

AUSTIN — Harvey Schoen was
baptized many years ago in the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Dessau, long before modern-day
intrusions like subdivisions
changed the landscape.

When the 69-year-old Schoen
was growing up in the 1920s and
'30s, the view {rom the hilltop
church showed family farms, live-
stock and little else.

*“This is home for me,” Schoen
said. “My parents are buried in the
cemetery out front (of the
church). My grandparents are bur-
ied here. My great-grandfather
kept books here — it was all in
German at that time.”

On Sunday, the 118-year-old
church was to hold its last ser-
vices.

The dwindling few congregants
voted in early December to close
Dessau Lutheran after a yearlong
fight to find the money and the
membership to survive.

“I'm too upset over it to talk”
said member Dorothy Cavitt, 71
“I'm going to miss it too much.”

The church is to be deeded over
to the Southwestern Texas Synod
of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of America. The doors are

Scheel-60 years

Adolph and Mary Scheel of Converse cel-
ebrated their 60th wedding anniversary
Nov. 20 with a Mass at Our Lady of Perpetu-
al Help Catholic Church, Selma. The Rev.
Robert Johnston, Monsignor George Stueb-
ben and Deacon Clifford Friesenhahn offici-
ated. A dinner and dance followed at the
Knights of Columbus Hall, New Braunfels.

Hosts of the reception were their children
and their spouses: Bernice and Wilbur
Friesenhahn, Alice and Clarence Dolle,
Clarence and Jean Scheel, Elton and Joyce

to be locked and the windows shut--

tered.

Five years ago, Dessau Luther-
an had 130 members. Then a char-
ismatic pastor departed, leaving a
void that part-time pastors who fol-
lowed couldn't fill. Social pressures
finished off the church, said mem-
ber Gordon Ketteman, 42.

“I think it's just a sign of the
times,” he said. “The younger gen-
eration, it seems, doesn't have time
to go to church. Or they want a
bigger church so they can put their
children in day care. Or they don't
get involved.”

Dessau Lutheran is the last re-
maining structure from the town
of Dessau, founded in the 1850s
about 12 miles north of Austin and
named for Dessau, Germany
hometown of one of the settlers.

Around 1876, members of the
German immigrant community
pooled their resources and built the
church that stands today. The
pews, altar and pulpit all are origi-
nal, said Dotty Davis, 58, who has
helped compile the church’s histo-
ry. A steeple, with its tolling bell,
was added later.

Eventually, English services re-
placed German rites as later gen-
erations learned the language.

Scheel, Angeline and Arnold Moos, Jeanette
and Richard Haecker Jr.,, Gladys and Ralph

Haecker, Harvey Scheel, Joan and Claude Ma
Shodrok and Del

grandchildren.
The former Mary Schumann married Adolph Scheel on Dec. 2, 1933, at

Our Lady of Perpetual Hel

grandchildren.
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THE SCHEELS "

yer, Madelyn and James
borah and Chuck Real. Also assisting were the couple’s 28

The church has no air condition-
ing, and on hot days the congrega-
tion breaks out decades-old hand
fans, still embossed with fungfgl
home logos.

Until two years ago, a wood
stove provided heat.

Bees, hornets and wasps have

nested in the old building’s nggks

for as long as anybody can remem-
ber.

“They would land on you, hut
they never stung anybody-"
Ketteman said. “One would land,
and everybody would grit theig
teeth and say, ‘Well, he's going, to
get it But they never stung, and it
happened every Sunday.”

In deeding Dessau over tothe
synod, church leaders hope it will
continue serving area Lutherans
as an extension of the Austin-based;
Lutheran Seminary Program “irr
the Southwest.

The seminary is developing a.
proposal for the synod, director-
August Wenzel said.

"It would be our plan to have a
regular worship life established,,
but we don’t know what that
means yet," he said. “It’s our inten-.
tion to utilize the property for the’
Gevelopment of student housing:
and a worshiping community.”

p Catholic Church. The couple have 13 great-
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at Henkel Square in Round Top.

Dorothy Wallace Albrecht of La
Grange, representing the Fayette
County Historical Commission, was
the master of ceremonies. The in-

rvocation was given by Robert Collins

of Columbus, followed by a welcome
address by David Nagel, Mayor of
Round Top. Members of the Fayette
County Commission, Miriam York of
Giddings, Doris Albright, chairman
of the Colorado County Historical
Commission, friends, and de-
scendants were recognized.

A great-granddaughter of Scherrer,
Julia Meinent Collins of Columbus
gave the history of her ancestor
which she had researched. His impor-
tant role in the history of Fayette
County was that he was selected the
first Justice of the Peace of Precinct 1
and was one of the first Commis-
sioners of said county.

Following the history of Scherrer,
the marker was unveiled by Theresa
Elaine Collins of Baytown. She is a
fifth generation granddaughter.
Marian Meinert Gindler of Gonzales
read the inscription which was as fol-
lows: - .

Bernard Scherrer (807-1892):
“Bemard Scherrer left his native
Switzerland at the age of 22 for ex-
tended travels before reaching Texas
in 1833, After serving in Burlesons’
Regiment during the Texas Revolu-
tion, he received a land grant in
Colorado County but settled in
Beigel Settlement (Fayette County)
about 1838. Here he served as Justice
of the Peace, County Commissioner
and in 1845 he married Gesine Eliza
Margarete Koch. He left his civic,
farming and freighting duties to serve
in the Confederate Army during the
Civil War. This cabin, Scherrer’s first
residence in Texas, was moved to
this location in 1975." ‘

Accepting the marker for the de-
scendants of Scherrer was Julia Col-
lins, who applied for the same. In
closing she thanked the sponsors wko
are Marian Gindler, Ed Knolle, Hen-
ry Knolle and Bob Knolle of Sandia.
Others who assisted were Kathy Car-
ter, chairman of Fayette County His-
torical Comsmission, Mary Margaret
Knolle, " David Nagel, Mayor of
Round Top, Mrs. Faith Bybee of
Houston, Jim Amold and Robert Col-
lins.

reunion of the Schemrer descendants
was held at the Rifle Association
_Hall in Round Top_with Otto and
Marian Gindler in charge. A catered
barbecue dinner was served by
Klump’s Restaurant. Prizes were
awarded to the member who came
the farthest, Jane Gehrels of San
Jose, Costa Rica; the oldest, Henry
Knolle of Sandia; married the lon-
gest, Ed and Mary Margaret Knolle;
George Gehrels of Georgia had the
most children; and the youngest,

Melissa Gindler : Elmore and
Maureen Gindler led the group in
singing "This Land is Your Land"
and "God Bless America.”

Door prizes were then drawn, the
1ast one being five lottery tickets won
by Guy Knolle of Houston.

A total of 90 family members at-
tended coming from Pennsy!vmm,
New York, Virginia, Georgia, I-
linois, Mississippi, Costa Rica, and,
of course, Texas. Cousins met
cousins who had never met before.

Private, public funding
to allow building to open

M Old General Land Office
Building will house a visitors
center

By A. Phillips Brooks
American-Statesman Capltol Staff

January 6, 1994

For more than a year, Texas' oldest state
building has sat vacant at the southeast corner
of the Capitol grounds, even though it under-
went a $4 million restoration aimed at making
it a showcase for the state. :

The Old General Land Office Building was
supposed to open a year ago as a visitors center
where tourists could get a glimpse of Texas his-
tory and politics. But lawmakers didn't appro-
priate funding in 1991 to operate the center; so,
it has gone unused.

On Wednesday, with sizable donations from
private corporations and a new appropriation
from the Legislature, State Preservation Board
officials announced the center will open to the
public in March.

“The state’s money has been spent wisely for
a good purpose,” said Dealey Herndon, execu-
tive director of the State Preservation Board.
“It (restoration) means nothing if people can't
enjoy and learn from it.”

The land office building was built in 1857, 12
years after Texas joined the United States.

Herndon said the state has few buildings that
date to that period, making their preservation
all the more important.

“They tell us about the early days and pre-
serve our history,” she said.

Restoration of the 19th-century building,
which includes two main floors, an attic and
basement, was completed in 1992. Since then,
several corporations and some community or-
ganizations have come to its rescue by donating
$500,000 for startup operations.

The Legislature anted up $200,000 for 1994-
95 operating costs.

When it opens this spring, visitors can tour
the building for free, visit the gift shop and ex-
_plore exhibits and collections — all while learn-
ing something about Texas architecture.

Permanent exhibits will focus on the history
of the Capitol, the Capitol preservation and ex-
tension project, which is under way, and the
functions of the General Land Office, which
was housed in the building until 1916.

“This was where the true treasures of the
state were stored. Land was what Texas was all
about; that was its wealth,” Capitol curator
Bonnie Campbell said.

For a fee — $1 for adults and 50 cents for
children — visitors can view a 15-minute video
about Texas.

The building's most valuable asset may be its
unique architecture. Built as a repository for
Texas’ public land deeds, it has the appearance
of a medieval fortress. It was designed by Ger-
man-born  architect Christoph  Conrad
Stremme, who once worked for a Russian czar.

After larger quarters were built for the re-
cords, the structure served as a museum and
has become part of Texas' lore largely because
author O. Henry worked there and featured it
in one of his short stories.
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OUR STORE

Warda residents step in to save --

the community store: They buy it

By David Matustik
American-Statesman Staff

WARDA — Like the herring
that once filled a barrel at the old
store here, community members
found themselves in a pickle.

The Warda Store, lifeblood of
the community since 1874, was go-
ing to close and suddenly the
town's outlook had soured.

So with civic pride, and $100,000
raised in a matter of hours, the
families of this German-Wendish
community bought themselves the
store — lock, stock and post office.

“We felt we needed this,” said
Bill Lange, chairman of Warda In-
vestors Inc., a group of 34 families
with ties to about everybody in this
unincorporated Fayette County

Lange said. * If someone gets sick
or dies, we spread the word
through the store. We’re surely one
of the only community stores,
owned by the community.”

It's also the town restaurant,
pool hall, domino den and mailbox.

Without it, Warda “would have
been a ghost town,” said Elmo
Pietsch, 67, an investor.

“It would have been another
dead community,” said corpora-
tion president Johnnie Schramm,
56, who temporarily doubled as
store manager until he decided to
go back into retirement.

Warda is halfway between Gid-
dings and La Grange on U.S. 77,
about 60 miles southeast of Austin.

A thriving community at the
turn of the century, it once sup-
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town of 200-300 people.

“It's our local newspaper,”
v Continued from A1

butcher shop, barber shop, black-
smith, two doctors and a parochial
school.

Through it all, the constants
have been the Warda Store, rebuilt
at its current location in 1947,
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, es-
tablished in 1873; and the people
who have held to their ancestry
with great pride.

“From the old country, we know
the Germans and Wends were
tradesmen and builders,” Lange
said. “That heritage is here now.”

AE. Falke — German immi-

ported a drugstore, feedstore,

The original Warda Store was a two-story building built in 1874 and owned
by A.E. Falke, a German Immigrant. The structure no longer exists but was
located across from where the present Warda Store was built in 1947,

grant, Confederate soldier, Warda A found the store too much to handle
postmaster and later member of e Ja c N and decided in May to either close
the Legislature — named the store ‘_‘l ~ » or sell the store.

and the town after the East Ger- = Y| *mies In stepped the community.
man town of Wartha. . The store never closed, but the

Hm_ two-story store carried ev- u.s. new ownership celebrated a grand
:irﬁrthtllzgnafrot: buttons to buggies; 290 reopening earlier this month with

e she sausage casing. ribbon-cutting,

The store issued tokens, re- Warda .l ddings %arbet?n?e. & bns, @
deemable for merchandise, as pay- ]-%l R What's changed has been an ex-
ment'far crops or livestock. ® >y '\ panded eating area as shelves were

This barter system saved cus- < d moved to the walls and an addi-
tomers the long trip to Glddmgg or 2 La Grange / tional room in the back for Thurs-
La Gran‘ge. b_oth about 10 miles ! day and Friday night cooking.
away, said Mina Falke Sump, 89, A, Six employees, two full-time and
one of Falke's granddaughters. 110 four part-time, are paid, but it's

It was like going to Europe, volunteer labor that cooks the

Sump said about going to those big
cities.

Instead, Falke brought Europe
to the store, importing glassware
and other goods as he conversed in
German.

The store stayed in the Falke
family until 1946. The original
store was dismantled and sold af-

Staff graphics
ter Fred Kasper took over and
built the current store in 1947. The
only thing left at the original site,
which is across the road from to-
day’s business, is an old gas pump.

Gene Vinson bought the store in
1989, operating it until his death
last Christmas. His wife, Sylvia,

Copyright © 1994 German-Texan Heritage Society

chicken and catfish on Thursday
and Friday nights and watches
over this town hall.

Shareholder  Gladys  Giese
stopped by on a recent Sunday to
see how things were going. She
ended up working.

But, she says, she doesn’t mind.

“It’s my store.”
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Down but not out

Houston Chronicle
Section E
Saturday, Oct. 9, 1993

Membership declining at county’s oldest church

nwWi'
T

By RICHARD VARA
" Houston Chronicle Religion Writer

door of St. Peter United Church

of Christ more than once during
the church’s 145-year existence in Spring
Branch.

Even as the 160-member congregation
gathers for Sunday’s 10 a.m. 145th anni-
versary service, adversity — in the form
of declining membership — is tapping on
the church’s doors at 9022 Long Point.

If its past is any indicator, the congre-
gation will triumph, says the Rev. Robert
H. Rezash, the church’s pastor for seven
gears. It's an attitude shared by mem-

ers.

“We have always managed to get out of
distresses when we have had them,” said
Ruth Sauer, a member for more than 50
years. Her grandfather, Karl Kolbe, was
a church founder.

The church has survived fire, thieves,
and a severe membership decline that
left only three members by the late 1930s.

The church'’s history is linked to Ger-

ADVERSITY has knocked on the

many. Kolbe was a German farmer who,
in 1830, settled on the banks of a small
creek that emptied into Buffalo Bayou.
The creek was later named Spring
Branch.

The rural, isolated area slowly became
the hub of a small German community of
farmers and shopkeepers, Rezash said.

The early families were members of
the Protestant church known as the
Evangelical Church of the Union. Rezash
said that church was formed in 1817 by
order of King Frederick Wilhelm II of
Prussia as he sought to unite Lutheran
and Reformed churches into one body.

But no church was established in
Spring Branch until the arrival of the Wil-
helm Rummel and Siegesmund Bauer
families in October 1848. The families
narrowly averted tragedy when their
leaking ship nearly sank in the Gulif of
Mexico. After they arrived in Galveston,
the two families traveled to Spring
Branch and joined the other families in a
thanksgiving service. That was the begin-
ning of a formal worship community that
became St. Peter’s Church, Rezash said.

The farmers cut trees for a log cabin
church in 1849, but thieves made off with

the logs. The struggling families com-
pleted the log cabin church in 1854. Two
years later they called the first pastor,
the Rev. John Hardtle, who established
St. Peter Church School, the first school
in Spring Branch. St. Peter Church
cemetery was the first in the area.

Tragedy struck in 1864 when the
church was damaged by fire, but the res-
olute members constructed a new
church. That church, since restored and
renovated, still stands on a corner of the
property. It is the oldest church in conti-
nous use in Harris County, according to
the Texas State Historical Committee.

In 1887, St. Peter Church joined the
Evangelical Synod of North America, a
union of German settler congregations
that grew out of the Evangelical Church
of the Union.

But the rural nature of Spring Branch
was changing. Farming slowly gave away
to residential and commercial develop-
ment. Many of the second generation of
the first settlers moved to Houston for
new careers and joined the First Evan-
gelical Church (now Central Congrega-

Continued Below-

St. Peter

’

E.J
Rev. Robert Rezash remains optimistic.

@ering /Chronicle

tional Church, 1311 Holman). Their
children no longer understood the
German language services held at
St. Peter.

Rezash said it was the relentless
efforts of the Rev. D. Baltzer, then
pastor of First Evangelical, that
‘kept St. Peter, down to only a hand-
ful of members, from shutting its
doors in 1937. Services were con-
ducted in English and many of the
descendants of the founders re-
turned to St. Peter. A fellowship hall
was constructed in 1948 and a new
sanctuary was completed in 1961.

By 1967, membership was more
than 550. The church had been bol-
stered by denominational mergers
that saw the Evangelical Synod
merge with the Reformed Church in
the United States in 1934. That
merged denomination in turn

and Christian Churches in-1961. The
new denomination took the name
United Churches of Christ.

But Spring Branch is undergoing
change once more. “The younger

_ people tend to be moving west,”

Rezash said. The people moving
into Spring Branch tend to be more
conservative than the members of
St. Peter’s, who are more liberal
and open in their beliefs, he said.

“They don't want the pastor up in
the pulpit telling them what they
have to believe,” Rezash said.” They
want their minister to challenge
them. but not tell them.”

merged with the Congregational

St. Peter is one of four affiliated
churches that are evaluating their
futures in a joint effort named the
Quad Church Consultation. In addi-
tion to St. Peter, the churches in-
volved are Central Congregational
Church; Bethel United Church of
Christ, 1107 Shepherd; and St. John
United Church of Christ, 4407
Mangum.

“There are many possibilities,”
Rezash said. “We can share minis-
tries or we can merge. We can relo-
cate some of them. These are all op-

tions_ It is possible some of the
churches will go out of existence.”

The consultation hopes to make
decisions within 18 months, Rezash
said. The decisions will not be easy.

“It would break my heart to
move,” Sauer said. “For the
younger people who don't have any
connections there, it doesn’'t make
any difference to them — but it does
to me.”

Rezash said that despite the de-
cline, St. Peter is still a dynamic
church that actively supports area
ministries and charities. “These
people are very generous if they get
caught up in a cause,” he said.
Moreover, Spring Branch is enjoy-

Ing some growth that may benefit
the church.

In any case, Rezash is commited
to staying with the church until the
end of the century. Then he will let a
new minister guide it into the 21st
century.
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Boerne mayor hopes visitors
will stop, walk town streets

By Blair Corning
Express-News Senior Travel Writer

BOERNE — Of all the tiny
towns that dot the Texas Hill Coun-
try, the one that calls itself the key
to that scenic and historic area is
one most visitors pass by.

The mayor of Boerne would like
you to stay and take a walk.

Patrick Heath is keen on visi-
tors exploring what some consider
a San Antonio suburb. “We are a
community that is proud of what
we are and of our German cultural
heritage. And we want all visitors
who come here to have a good
time.” Heath, a San Antonio native,
is the former owner of the famed
Hill Country Bakery here. Some
gingerbread cookie fanciers, it's
said, drive here just to pick up a
dozen or two at the Main Street
landmark.

~«The county seat of Kendall
County, located just 20-plus min-
utes west on Interstate 10, is the
gateway town to the Hill Country.
The 4,600 Boerne residents take
rreat pride in the distinctly rich
.erman heritage so well pre-
+ Zwved, as are some 100 landmark

16 (XVI) No. 1 (Spring)

- 'dings that show the best of
" :rne's yesterday amid the bustle
“*today.

“Settling here in the 1850s, Boer-
ne's German forefathers left a leg-
acy of limestone buildings that to-
day play a major role in its mini-
urban landscape.

~“Now in his fourth two-year may-
oral term, Heath is particularly
proud of the Boerne Public Library
now housed in the historic Joseph
Dienger building, Main Street at
West Blanco. It's a handsome, Ger-
man-style limestone building with
detailed exterior wood, double gal-
leries and wraparound porches. It
is a Texas Historical Landmark.
The building was purchased with

' funds raised in 1989 by the Friends

of the Boerne Library, and today
the Boerne Area Historical Preser-
vation Society and the Genealogi-
cal Society of Kendall County
maintain a research room with ex-
tensive materials and historical
data.

On display there is one of only
five Low German Bibles known to
exist, a 1614 version of Martin Lu-
ther’s translation identified as an
authentic Luneburg Bible, printed
in Saxony, Germany. Its origin

cannot be documented, but it is
thought the Bible was brought to
the United States in the 1850s by a
German immigrant.

With his warm willkommen,
Mayor Heath encourages all visi-
tors to take a walk on Main Street
and stop in some of the 23 estab-
lishments that represent 100 an-
tique dealers. As Boerne’s main
thoroughfare, it “is more focused
so that visitors really feel the
streetscape; they get a better per-
spective on our buildings than in
other Hill Country towns,” Heath
said.

He added that the city spent
$150,000 putting up 26 antique lamp-
posts. “We have no utility poles
right now; in another 12 to 15
months, we won't have telephone
posts. That alone gives a more inti-
mate look to our Main Street.”’

Walk south on Main Street,
down to Highway 46, to New
Braunfels. “You see our heritage
in those old buildings, that are still
pristine, not gussied up,” Heath
said. “I want every visitor to see
River Road Park along Cibolo
Creek, and farther east to City
Park. There we have human-built
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The Historic House Museum/Kuhlmann-King House stands at 400 E. Blanco, next to the Boerne City
Hall. The two-story limestone home was built during the 1880s.
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facilities — the Agriculture Heri-
tage Center — that co-exists with
the Cibolo Wilderness Trail.”

The mayor already has grand
plans to induce all Boerne visitors
to walk through, rather than to
pass by. One is a 45-car parking lot
on Main Street, bought by the city
government so ‘visitors have a
convenient place to park, then
walk, to get the feel of being in
Boerne.” A second project in the
works, is a river walk that would
start at the Main Plaza.

Boerne has its great Christmas
traditions, events that started in
November and continues through
New Year's Eve. But there is more
on the docket the year-round, and
there is more to see, do — and to
walk about doing — in Boerne.

One of the best maps, produced
by the Boerne Chamber of Com-
merce is, the “Mapguide to Boerne
and Comfort, Texas"” Collectors
Edition No. 1. It features accom-
modations, shopping, dining, recre-
ation, entertainment, museums
and special attractions in an easy-
to-read map layout. It also lists a
sampling of annual Boerne events.
Call the chamber at (210) 249-8000.
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La Grange Building Marked
By Texas Historical Medallion

In case you haven't noticed, one of

the oldest buildings on the square
was recently remodeled and now is
marked by the Texas Historical Com-
mission Official Historical Medal-
lion. It is located at 114 S. Main
across from Prause Meat Market. The
land was originally obtained by Col.
John H. Moore from the Mexican
Government, along with much of the
original townsite of La Grange, on
May 17, 1831.
" The land changed hands several
times between that date and the time
of building construction. F.W. Gras-
smeyer commissioned German-
Texan stone masons to construct the
Italianate style commercial building
between 1856 and 1859, serving as a
hotel until 1893.

Fritz Presun then purchased the
property from the estate of A.
Meerschmidt on January 31, 1893,
for use as a regional sales office for
Large American Breweries. In 1897,
a bottling operation was added,
called the Crown Soda Factory. Hen-
ry Presun, son of Fritz then continued

the business until the sale from his
estate in October 28, 1930, to George
H. Giesber.

Succeeding ownership was
Frederick Houghton and P. Dean
Garrett in 1965, Harold G. Carlson
and Brad R. Cutright in 1979 and
1981, used primarily for real estate
and architectural office purposes.

The property was last purchased
on December 21, 1990 by General
Real Estate Agencies of Texas, Sub-
sidiary of L.LP. Inc., and remodeled
by Giese Construction for use as the
General Real Estate home office.

General Real Estate was estab-
lished in the La Grange area in
January, 1980, providing brokerage
services, certified real estate ap-
praisal services and business analyses
in 20 south-central Texas counties.

The medallion reads:

BEER OFFICE AND
BOTTLING COMPANY

F.W. Grassmeyer commissioned
German-Texan stonemasons to con-
struct this Italianate style commercial
building between 1856 and 1859.

BEER OFFICE AND

BOTTLING COMPANY

FW.GRASSMETER COMMISSIONED
GERMAN-TEXAN STONEMASONS TC
CONMSTRUCT THIS ITALIAMATE STrLE
COMMERCIAL BUINCING BETWEEN 1858
AND 1859, THE STRUCTURE STAVED AS A
HOTEL UNTIL 1893, WHEN GERMAN
IMMIGRANT FRITZ PRESUN
ITAS A REGIONAL

PURCHASEE
SALES OFFICE FCOR
LARGE AMERICAN BREWERIES. IN 1897
PRESUN ADDED A BOTTLING OPERATION,
THE CROWN SODA FACTCRY.HIS SON
HEINRY CONTINUED THE BUSINESS AND
ALSO $OLD OIL AND GAS HERE.
CLCOMPED TENASG WILTOAIC LaNbDuwatd . pted

The structure served as a hotel until
1893, when German immigrant Fritz
Presun purchased it as a regional
sales office for large American
breweries. In 1897 Presun added a
bottling operation, The Crown Soda
Factory. His son Henry continued the
business and also sold oil and gas
here.

Recorded Texas Historic Landmark -

1983
RIA

Tuesday, August 18, 1992 THE FAYETTE COUNTY RECORD

P
L
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, A Misplaced Willmann?-

The following - a verbatim transcription from pages 76 and 77, Vol. F, Guad-
alupe County Probate Records - should interest all Texas Willmann descendants:

Estate of Wilhelm Stein dec'd
Will of Real and Personal Estate

In the name of God amen. I Wilhelm Stein of the County of Guadalupe and State of
Texas of the age of forty six years and being of sound mind and memory do make,
publish and declare this my last will and testament in manner following that is to
say
First: That my stepson Earnest whom I permit hereby for all future to carry my
family name to wit: Earnest Stein shall be entitled and declared as a member of
my own family to inherit for his share and portion of all my real and personal es-
tate One Seventh part less the portion and shares of the balance of my family.
Second: My wife Caroline Stein shall be entitled to inherit to the same degree and
not more or less than the balance of my own six children.
Third: And lastly I constitute and appoint George Weber of Comal County my true
and lawful attorney for me and my name or in the name of my heirs place and ste-
ad to keep book and account over my outstanding notes outstandings and moneys to
collect and receive interests to all intents or purposes as I might or could do if per-
sonally present with full power of substitution and revocation hereby ratifying and
confirming all that my said attorney shall lawfully do or cause to be done by virtue
thereof. And I declare further that said George Weber shall be entitled to receive
ten per cent of all interests due me or paid in.
To Witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this second day of Aug-
ust A D One Thousand Eight hundred sixty nine.

W. Stein (L S)

The foregoing instrument consisting of a double sheet was at the date thereof de-
clared to us by Wilhelm Stein the testator therein mentioned to be his last will and
testament and he at the same time acknowledged to us and each of us that he had
signed and sealed the same. And we thereupon at his request and inhis presence
and in the presence of each other signed our names thereto as attesting witnesses.
Stein's Farm in Guadalupe County Texas this second day of August A D Eighteen
hundred and sixty nine.

Rudolph Wipprecht (sig.)

Residing at New Braunfels Comal County

Heinrich Soefje (sig.)

Residing Hortontown Comal County

The preceding documentary information dictates a need for corrections to some
phases of Willmann family history so that it reflects the facts and the truths reveal-
ed by research. Ernst (Willmann) Stein (born in Germany, March 14, 1849) deser-
ves recognition and acceptance as a full-fleged member of the Hill-Country-Folk
Willmann clan.

Submitted by Carl Saur, a great-grandson of Wilhelm and Caroline Willmann Stein
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* Accounts of 19th-cen 1tu
life re surface iy,

Judyth Rigler
Book Editor

A couple of true classics of 19th-century
Texas life, as told by those who experi-
enced it, have been republished in hand-
some new editions.

“9 Years Among the Indlans, 1870-1879,”
by Herman Lehmann, edited by J. Marvin
Hunter, has been reissued by the Universi-
ty of New Mexico Press — (505) 277-2346
— in a $15.95 paperback. First published
as “Indianology” in 1899 by Johnson Bros.
Printing of San Antonio, it was issued un-
der the current title in 1927 by Von Boeck-
mann-Jones Co. of Austin.

Living near Fredericksburg as a boy of
11," Lehmann was captured by Mescalero
Apaches and adopted by their war chief;
he'became a noted warrior, fell out with
the Apaches and later voluntarily joined
the Comianches. He might have happily re-
mained a Plains Indian for the rest of his
life had not Quanah Parker convinced him
to return to his mother in Texas.

Lehmann’s account is instructive and
revealing of life on the Plains. (Texas
writer A.C. Greene wrote another good
book about Lehmann, “The Last Captive,”
published in 1972 by Encino Press before
its director Bill Wittliff got too busy with
movie work — “Lonesome Dove,” “Ned
Blessing” — to print fine books. If you
can find a copy of “The Last Captive,” it's
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This new edition is an excellent value
for the price, with a nice design and a
number of photographs. Lehmann’s narra-
tive made me think of “Little Big Man”

and the inexorable pull of the land, the -

hunt and the quest. Recalling his adven-
tures toward the end of the book, Leh-
mann writes: “My career has been rather
checkered; I have lived as a savage and
as a civilized man, and while I still love
my old Indian comrades, the refining influ-
ences of civilization have wrought a great

change in me.” It's clear that the old man .

felt not all the change was positive.

W. Thomas Taylor of Austin has re-
leased the second title in The Library of
Texas, a series of “new editions of impor-
tant firsthand accounts of 19th-century
Texas.” “Journal of the Texian Expedition
Against Mier” by Thomas Jefferson Green
wag first published in 1845.

We've all heard the story of the drawing
of the black beans that brought the execu-
tion of every tenth man in the 1842 expedi-

* tion into Mexico. Green's account is a par-

ticularly eloquent (if unintentional) testi-
mony to the importance of annotation.
The valuable firsthand account was col-
ored by Green’s hatred for Sam Houston
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(based upon the Houston-aided failure of
the Texas Railroad, Navigation and Bank-
ing Co., in which Green was a major
stockholder) and by his massive ego and
racism.

To combat this, the publisher enlisted
the services of scholar Sam Haynes,
whose book, “Soldiers of Misfortune: The
Somervell and Mier Expeditions,” was
‘published in 1990 by the University of Tex-
as Press. Haynes has added annotations
that help the reader understand Green’s
overzealousness in the name of any cause
he espoused.

“Whatever else may be said of him,”
Haynes writes, “Green was flamboyant in
failure.” That kind of blind ambition was
characteristic of those who sought their
fortunes in the Republic.

The valuable content aside, this book is
as handsome as any I've seen. With repro- -
ductions of all 13 lithographs from the
original edition, a rough-textured brown
cloth binding and pictorial endpapers, the
volume is well worth the $47.50 price that
subscribers to the series pay; for non-sub-
scribers, the price is $55. For information
on the book or the series, write W. Thomas
Taylor at 1906 Miriam, Austin, 78722; or
call (512) 478-7628.
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154 Southwestern Historical Quanterly

THE FOLLOWING BOOK REVIEW APPEABED IN THE JULY,1993
1SSUE OF THE SOUTHWESTERN HISTORICAL QUARTERLY,P.I54.

Forward to the Past! By Pcarl Elley Bethune. (Austin: Bethune Publications, 19go.
Pp. xxviiii+282. Acknowledgments, black-and-white photographs, illustra-
tions, map, bibliography, index. $60.00.)

Carl Blumberg sailed with high hopes from Bremen to Texas in 1845. But he,
his family, and their 100 fellow passengers were not prepared for the trials of
their Atlantic voyage. Shortly after the trip began, the travelers encountered
rough seas and were “violently struck by seasickness” (p. 1g), which for some did
not subside until they landed in Texas, weeks later. The crowded quarters below
deck only aggravated their discomfort. Privacy was nonexistent; even bathing was
a “collective” activity (p. 55). Just as unappealing was the food, which was “nour-
ishing and healthy,” but bland (p. 29).

Upon his arrival in Texas, Blumberg was discouraged by the living conditions.
He described houses in Galveston as “not built so solid and firm as in the Euro-
pean cities” (p. 95). At Port Caballo the passengers were “quartered in the hous-
es and in a warchouse,” and did their cooking outside (p. 111). Traveling from
Indianpoint to New Braunfels and then to the future site of Fredericksburg, he
tried to make a home, but found the environment inhospitable. So he returned
to New Braunfels and eventually moved to Schumannsville. By November 1846,
he was disenchanted with the entire venture. In a letter he advised his son in
Prussia to “never leave” (p. 158).

In Forward to the Past! author and editor Pearl Elley Bethune, a writer of Tex-
ana, has put together a fascinating compilation of works, focusing on the life of
Carl Blumberg and on the German settlements in Texas. In his translated writ-
ings, Blumberg provided a vivid rendering of the trauma of a nineteenth-century
ocean voyage. In his journal and letters he gave a firsthand account of the Ger-
man immigrant experience in Texas. He detailed not only the beauty of the
country but also the hardships of building a home in a f6éreign place. And he re-
vealed that after several years, in spite of adversity, he had grown fond of this
new land, concluding that immigrating to Texas was not a mistake; “after a few
toilsome and trying years,” he wrote to a friend, “your family will blossom there
and prosperity unfold about you™ (p. 181). Along with the Blumberg collection
Bethune has included vignettes on Blumberg descendants and on various Ger-
man towns such as Schumannsville. With such descriptive materials Bethune has
enhanced the history of the German heritage in Texas.

Tarleton State University JANET SCHMELZER

BETHUNE PUBLICATIONS,1106 Ruth Ave.Austin,Texas
78757.Ph.512/459-6031 . LIMITED EDITION in English
and original German $60. Not sold in book stores
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SOWRBOY BOR”
Marjorie von Rosenberg, known to

many as a prize-winning artist

\gﬂ%ﬂ‘ﬁ?@@g wmgﬂf and author, to others from her
listing in Who's Who in American
T@ S E.{'E Women, and to us as a member of

the German-Texan Heritage Society,
brought out a delightful children's
book in 1993, just in time for
Christmas. I include for you

below the publisher's sketch of

the action, as well as the list
price.

I can give you a personal witness
for the excellence of the text.

Just as my review copy arrived, I
was pondering the problem of what

to send to a lively 4-year-old in
Austin, a dear friend who happens

: to be the son of Supreme Court

- Justice, Tom Phillips. Judge
Phillips is quite an expert on

® Texas history and his wife Lyn is

an expert on thougntful gift-giving.
Both parents were delighted with

the arrival of Cowboy Bob's Critters

iy ¥ QM =

“' . I e A Visit Texas Heroes. Son Daniel is
‘U’_,;HWI,}Vi'll-l'eff’zl'n(-llllus,Lt;a_tﬁ‘d,hy, not ea‘sily parted from his Davy
M'I’ S biay e <<, Crockett hat and has endless
arJOIIGVOI’rR@Senb’erg ~“- questions about Texas heros. This
i Tonsiti At/ book is to be highly recommended!

2 ' And Her Newest Book _ _
e Other books by this author which are

Cowboy Bob’s critters take of special interest to members of

part in surprising adventures. °YT Society are: German Artists of

With the help of the space- Early Texas, Max and Martha (Bi-

critter called Blinky, historic =~ - ingual, Cerman-English), and )

Texas sculptures come alive. Elisabet Ney, Sculptor of American

Heroes like Stephen F. Austin H1€ro€s.

and Sam Houston tell their :

stories directly to the children. For those members in charge of

When the longhorn and programs for children as well as

)\

| mustang statues come alive, for_ad\.llts, please not(:: that

A all the critters share in the Marjorie now offers sl'fde lectuFes
Z excitement. Thanks to Swifty 10 which the histox:y discussed in
the Space Ship, the slowest her‘books comes alive for the.
critter becomes the fastest in 2vdiences. To contact her write

# this heart-warming story. This or call: Marjorie von Rosenberg,

is the author’s fourth book for 3‘5’2351391TN§rt?2%2?e;333ééz;, TX .
young readers. ) i

ISEN 0-89015-905-X ......cocuuee $12.95

Meredith McClain, Lubbock, TX.
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CRACKER JACK HITS THE CENTURY MARK

In 1893 Chicago, two German-American popcorn sellers, F. W. Rueckheim
and his brother, Louis, cooked up an invention that would turn heads at the
World’s Fair. It was a first--a combination of popcorn, peanuts and molasses.
Today, 100 years after its invention, Cracker Jack continues to be a part of
American popular culture.

The reason, says one aficionado and self-proclaimed Cracker Jack ex-
pert, lies in the memories. "People love Cracker Jacks because it takes them
back to a happy time from their childhood,” said Alex Jaramillo, a Califormia| /
collector who own 20,000 Cracker Jack prizes and is author of the 1989 book [&
"Cracker Jack Prizes." Of course, the fact that every box contained a
prize helped cement Cracker Jack as a kids' favorite.

Borden Inc. bought Cracker Jack in 1964 and, to celebrate the centennial of Cracker
Jack, the company is enclosing replicas of Cracker Jack's most popular prizes, including a
replica of miniature baseball cards issued in 1915 and turn-of-the-century postcards
featuring the "Cracker Jack Bears" and a commemorative Sailor Jack, the mascot who was
modeled after the grandson of founder F. W. Rueckheim.

Sales of Cracker Jack have never slumped. Since the day the treat was invented, the
Rueckheim brothers struggled to keep pace with demand. Now, sales average 250 million
boxes a year, but in the centennial year of 1993, sales were expected to reach over 400
million boxes.

Even though most Americans have grown up with Cracker Jack, few know the history of
the snack.

For instance, did you know:
...that Cracker Jack got its name--three
years after its invention--from a salesman who,
after eating a mouthful, exclaimed, "That's a crac-
ker jack!"?
...that Cracker Jack began inserting toys in
every box after a competitor tried that sales ploy?
...that before Sailor Jack--the sailor boy
who appears on every box--the Cracker Jack symbol
was the Cracker Jack Bears?
“THE FAMOUS ¢ & ...that there are between 7 and 13 peanuts in
CONFECTION every box of Cracker Jack?
...that a box of Cracker Jack cost 5 cents in
19157 Today that box retails for 45 cents.
| Cracker Jack didn't always come with a prize.
’ In fact, when F. W. and Louis Rueckheim began dis-
tributing Cracker Jack, the popcorn confection was
sent to retail stores in huge wooden
i buckets. Store owners dished out

"-I'TI-TEEMMO%REEYX?JUWEA‘:\;; D the product in whatever sizes they

wanted.

Cracker Jack hit the big time in 1899, when packing specialist
Henry Eckstein joined the company and came up with a wax sealer and
moisture-proof box. Eckstein’s discovery enabled the company to ship
Cracker Jack boxes all over the country.

- ACKERJA
s RepLicER

The company periodically put prizes in the boxes, but it didm't B v d

regularly insert prizes in every box. That idea belonged to a com- N7

petitor. So, in 1912, Cracker Jack began doing the same thing.

(from Theresa Gold, based on a Knight-Ridder Service article in San Antonio Express-
News, 1 Sept. 1993)

‘When you're really good, they call you
CrackerJack’

Copyright © 1994 German-Texan Heritage Society



1994 Vol. 16 (XVI) No. 1

GTHS "The Journal" Ygar
s Auswa

derer nach Amerika aus

dem Amt Diepholz 1869 — 1884 (|

Hinweise in Schiffspassagierlisten und alten Akten

Zur 500-Jahres-Feier der Wic-
derkehr von Christoph Colum-
bus® Ankunft in Amerika lag cs
nahe, in alten Akten nach hicsi-
gen Auswanderern zu suchen. Es
gibt wohl nur wenige Familien
im Kreis Diepholz, die keinc
Auswanderer in ihrer Verwandt-
schaft haben. Man kann sie
durchaus als Armutsfliichtlinge
bezeichnen.

In den Heimatblittern fir die
Grafschaft Dicpholz ist das
Thema mechrfach behandelt, so
von F. Lohmeyer, H. Strangme-
yer, O. Schroder, K. Fricke, E.-J.
Guttzeit. Im Kreisarchiv Diep-
holz ist cine Reihe von Auswan-
derern in den PaBlisten zu fin-
den.

Im letzten Viertel des 19. Jahr-
hunderts reichten die Tauf-
scheine nicht mehr als Reisepa-
piere aus. Ein Reise-Paf}, den
man hier beim Landratsamt in
Dicepholz bekam, kostete in der
Regel 15 Silbergroschen, fir
,,Handwerksburschen, Tageloh-

Von Falk Liebezeit

ner und andere Personen dhnli-
chen Standes™ 5 Silbergroschen
It.  Gesetzsammlung  1868.
Dienstknechte bekamen ihn we-
gen Armut oft gratis. Giiltig war
er immer [lr ¢cin Jahr.

Da mit cinem genaucn Abrei-
sedatum in den amerikanischen
Passagierankunftslisten auch das
Schiff iiber den Atlantik gefun-
den werden kann, habe ich das
Datum der PaB-Ausstellung mit
aufgefiihrt. Mit Hilfc der Buch-
reihe ,,Germans to America"
von Glazier und Filby kann man
die Personen in der Schiffspassa-
gierliste (ab 1850) wiederfinden.
Dic Binde kann man in der Hei-
matbiicherei Vechta, GroBe Str.
34 a (links neben der Propstei-
Kirche), Mittwoch und Freitag
16-18 Uhr einschen. Ein paar
Daten habe ich damit schon er-
ginzt und in eckigen Klammern
zugefigt. Als Ziel ist immer
Amerika oder Nordamerika ge-
nannt, wenn nicht, dann habe ich
das Ziel angegeben.

Dic Listen stehen als Filme in
der Universitdtsbibliothek Ol-
denburg, Mediothek, Ammerlin-
der HeerstraBe 114-118. Dort
kann sic jedermann Montag bis
Freitag zwischen 10 und 16 Uhr
eirschen und auch kopieren. Da
diz Anzahl der Lescgeriite be-
schrinkt ist, sollte man sich einc
Woche zuvor unter 0441/798-
3194 anmelden. Die Forschungs-

“stelle Niedersidchsische Auswan-

derer in den USA hat diese Filme
aus Washington beschafft. Sie
sammelt vor allem Briefc von
und an Auswanderer nach Nord-
amerika, um Griinden und Ge-
setzmiBigkeiten auf diec Spur zu
kommen.

Dort konnen Sie auch Kir-
chenbiicher von norddeutschen
Gcemeinden in Ohio (z. B. Cin-
cinnati und Umgebung) und In-
diana cinsehen, um lhre Ver-
wandten womoglich darin wic-
derzufinden.

Bis auf wenige Ausnahmen
wohnten die Auswanderer noch

WN

in threm Geburtsort, andernfalls
ist es hier vermerkt. Des ecinfa-
cheren Zugangs wegen habe ich
dic PaBlisten nach Orten sortiert,
an mechreren Stellen fillt es da-
durch schwer zu erkennen, ob je-
mand zusammen mit Leuten aus
anderen Orten abgereist ist — z.
B. der Ziegelmeister aus Aschen
mit einem Ziegler aus Hemsloh.

Aldorf Fasking, Friedrich
Heinrich, Schuhmacher, 29 J.,
wohnhaft Wildeshausen, PaB 16
v. 30. 5. 1871

Aschen Forthmann, Hermann
Hinrich, Dienstknecht, 18 J.,
PaB 10 v. 4. 9. 1882. Hollmann,
Wilhelm, Kaufmann, 18 J., Pa8
5 v. 5. 5. 1883. Johanning,
August Friedrich Wilhelm, Zie-
gelmeister, 31 J., PaB 40 V. 28. 8.
1871. Kattau, Friedrich Hein-
rich, Heuerling, 46 J., nebst Frau
u. 1 Sohn, geb. 10. 11. 1853, Pal
17 v.27.5.1870, n. Davenworth,
Amerika. Lamping, Friedrich
Wilhelm, Dienstknecht, geb.

Bockhop 23 J, PaB 5 v. 30. 7.

Die zeitgendssische Zeichnung veranschaulicht das Leben unter Deck eines Auswandererschiffes (1850).

Copyright © 1994 German-Texan Heritage Society



1881. Mehrholz, Hermann Hein-
rich, Knecht, 27 J., PaB8 24 v. 19.
8. 1870.

Barnstorf Bramstedt, Ludwig,
Arbcitsmann, 31 J., mit Familie,
PaB 61 v. 13. 8. 1869 [Schiff
»Rhein* ab Bremen, an New
York 3. 9.: Frau: Doris, 28 J.,
Kinder: Anna, 6 J., Heinr,, 3 J.,,
Sophic 1. J.}. Bredchoft, Louise,
Ehefrau, 31 J., geb. Badbergen,
m. 2 Kindem, PaB 4 v. 8. 3.
1870, n. Baltimore [Schiff ,,Leip-
zig'* ab Bremen, an Baltimore, 3.
6., Kinder: Hcinr., 5 J., Johanna,
9 Mon.]. Hodde, Philipp, An-
bauer, 43J.,PaB 41 v. 1.9. 1871,
m. Frau u. Sohn. Klampermeyecr,
Friedrich Wilhclm, Schanciderge-
sell. 17 J., PaB 6 v. 19. 2. 1869.
Miige, Fricdrich, Ncubaucr, 41
J,PaB42 v, 1.9.1871, m. Frau
u. 2 Kindern. Ocstermann, Carl
Ludwig, ohnc Stand, 14 J., PaB
63 v. 23. 8. 1869 [Schiff ,,Smidt*
ab Bremen, an New York 23.9.].
Prohl, Cornclius Albert, Privat-
Ichrer, geb. Pasewalk u. wohnh.
Barnstorf, 28 J., PaB 18 v. 21. 12.
1882 - nach Honolulu (Austra-
licn, jetzt USA)

Barver Albershardt, Carl
Fricdrich Wilhclm, Arbcits-
mann, 28 J., PaB 7 v. 9. 3. 1869
mit scincr Frau [Anna) geb. Koll-
weyh [26 1), 2 Kinder resp. 4
{August] u. 1 Jahr alt [Friedrich]
u. sciner Schwester Margarete
[Schiff ,,Smidt* ab Bremen, an
New York 6. 5.]. Albershardt,
Wilhelmine, unverchel.,, 18 J.,
PaB 22 v. 15. 7. 1870, n. New
York. Cothrade, Heinrich Fried-
rich, Hausling, 34 J., m. Frau u. 4
Kindern, PaB 5 v. 11. 3. 1870, n.
New York. Holthus, Heinrich,
Arbcitsmann, 26 J., PaB 9 v. 14,
4. 1871. Kollweyh, s. Albers-
hardt. Kroger, Heinrich, Arbeits-
mann, 32J.,PaB 8 v. 14. 4. 1871.
Krdger, Sophie Wilhelmine, un-
verchelicht, 19 J.,, PaB 6 v. 11. 3.
1870, n. New York. Nolte, Fritz,
Hcuerling, 62 J., gcboren in Can-
terbury/England, ncbst 1 Sohn
34 J., Franz Fricdrich Wilhelm,
Ictzteren Frau 29 J. Marie geb.
Fcldmann, ncbst 2 Kindern: 1
Knabe 4 J., 1 Miidchen 2 Jahre,
PaB 62 v. 15. 7. 1870. Oldcwage,
Wilhelm, Arbeiter, 17J.,PaB3 v.
13. 9. 1880. Schiitte, Friedrich,
Arbeitsmann, 33J., PaB 10 v. 14,
4. 1871. Tinnemeyer, Johanne
Dina, unverchel., 16 J., geboren
in Kcllcnberg, PaB 23 v. 15. 7.
1870, n. New York.

Brockvm Ellermann, Friedrich
Wilhelm Heinrich, Knecht, 16 J.,
PaB 15 v. 26. 4. 1870 [Schiff
-Bremen* ab Bremen, an New
York 19.°5.). Hohit, Fricdrich
Hcinrich, Neubauer, 48 J., PaB
30 v. 7. 8. 1871, n. Cincinnati.
Kettler, Carl August, Acker-
knecht, 19 J, PaB 3 v. 11, 7.
1877, Lohmeycr, Fricdrich Wil-
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In den ,,Osnabriickschen Anzeigen* erschien im Jahr 1852 das Inserat ,,Fur Auswanderer!*

helm, Ackerarbeiter, 22 J.,Pa8 |
v. 1. 4. 1877. Mcyer, Wilhelm,
Ackerarbeiter, 33 J.,, PaB S v. 5.
9. 1878. Runte, Johann, Fricd-
rich Dictrich, Schifer, 39 J., geb.
Huntcburg, PaB 29 v. 7. 8. 1871,
n. Cincinnati. Schulze, Fried-
rich, Hiusling und Arbcitsmann,
44 J., mit Familic, PaB 64 v. 24.
8. 1869 (Schiff ,Bavaria“ ab
Hamburg, an New Orlcans 19.
11., mit Emilie, 42 J., Friedrich,
15 J., Maric, 9 J.). Strangmeyer
genannt  Kotzcbuer, Hcinrich
Wilhelm, Tischler, 22 )., PaB 4 v.
3. 9. 1877. Strankmcycr, Fricd-
rich, Arbciter, 31 J., mit Familic,
PaB 57 v. 3. 8. 1869 [Schiff
»Frankfurt* ab Bremen, an New
Orleans 8. 10., mit Hanna, 26 J.,
u. 2 10jihr. Kindcrn).,, Wcll-
mann, Fricdrich, Heinrich, Heu-
crling, 36 J., PaB 7 v. 6. 9. 1877

Cornau Henking, Heinrich
Ludwig August, Dienstknecht,
18J.,PaB 11 v. 15. 10. 1881

Deckau Apwisch, Friedrich
Heinrich, ohne Stand, 16 J., Pad
11 v. 20. 3. 1869

Dicpholz Ahlen, von, Bem-
hard Friedrich, Fabrikarbeiter,
26 J.,, PaB 12 v. 23. 3. 1869
[Schiff ,,Astronom* ab Bremen,
an Baltimore 31. 5.]. Boch, Ge-
org Wilhelm, Stelimachergescll,
geb. Schonbrunn 28 J., PaB 10 v.
12. 9. 1881. Drebber, von, Her-
mann Fricdrich, Oeconom, geb.
Marconah, 35J., PaB 14 v. 27. 3.
1884. Dringenburg, Fricdrich
Heinrich, Arbcitsmann, (5 J.,
PaB 67 v. 27. 8. 1869 [Schiff
»omidt* ab Bremen, an New
York 23. 9.]. Emigholz, Johann
Ferdinand Wilhclm, Arbeits-
mann, 44 J., PaB 16 v. 31. 3.
1869, mit Familic. Evers, Carl
Friedrich Jacob, Arbeiter, 17 J.,
PaB 13 v. 14. 10. 1882. Evers,
Friedrich Gerhard, 42 J., Ar-
beitsmann, mit Familie, PaB 27
v. 1. 5. 1869. FcuB, Wilhcim
Bernhard, Arbcitsmann, 16 J.,
PaB 14 v. 27. 3. 1869 [Schiff
»Astronom* ab Bremen, an Bal-
timore 31. 5.). Fricke, ..

., Kauf- cinnati.

hard, Arbeiter, 17 J., PaB 14 v.
14. 10. 1882

Hadcler, Hcinrich, Arbcits-
mann, 72 J., in Begleitung seincs
GroBsohnes. Sander, Heinrich,
Ackersmann, geb. Wohlstreck u.
wohnh. Diepholz, 16 J., PaB 2 v.
30. 6. 1881, nach Columbus,
Amerika (wohl in Ohio). Hartz,
von, August Bernhard Johann
Heinrich, Kaufmann, 18 J., Pa8
29v. 12.10. 1870,. n. New York.
Hartz, von, Wilhclm, Landwirt,
24).,PaB 6 v. 1. 8. 1881. Kettler,
Johann Christian Hcrmann,
Tuchmacher, 33 J,, PaB 24 v. 17.
7. 1871, nach Philadclphia. Ko-
nig, Sophic Fricderike, unver-
chel,, 20J., PaB 2 v. 25. 1. 1871.
Libkecmann, Ehcfrau Christine
mit 4 Kindern, ohne Stand, 43 J.,
PaB 17 v. 31. 3. 1869 [Schiff
»Baltimore* ab Bremen, an Bal<
timore 26. 4., mit Hermine, 14J.,
Minna, 7 J., Marie, 6 J., Amalie,
9 Mon.). Michaelis, Robert Hu-
bert Wilhelm, Schreiber, geb. in
Alsdorf, PaBl 5 v. 14. 9. 1880.
Muiiller, Heinrich Friedrich, Fa-
brikarbeiter, 37 J., PaB 13 v. 23.
3. 1869. Nennecke, Heinrich,
Oeconom, 16 J., PaB 6 v. 25. 10.
1880. Sander, Heinrich, Arbei-
ter, geb. Dorpel, 48 J., PaB 15 v.
23. 2. 1882. Schmidt, Carl,
Schmied, 36 J., gcb. in Wagen-
feld, mit Frau und 3 Kindern von
9,5u.3).,PaB 19v.26.6.1871,
nach Cincinnati. Schrdder, Ge-
org Fricdrich, Arbcitsmann, 17
J., PaB 68 v. 28. 8. 1869 [Schiffl
»Smidt* ab Bremen, an New
York 23. 9.). Schiitte, Hermann
Friedrich, Bickergesclle, 17 J.,
PaB 20 v. 27. 6. 1871. Strunk,
Ferdinand, Arbeiter, 44 J., PaB
33 v. 15. 8. 1871, m. Familie. n.
Cincinnati. Strunk, Friedrich,
Arbeiter, 35 J., PaB 34 v. 15. 8.
1871, m. Familie, n. Cincinnati.
Sube, Wilhelm, Bicker, 17 J.,
PaB 5 v. 6. 5. 1882. Uffenorde,
Gcorg Christian Ludolph, Zigar-
rensorticrer, Reservist I, 22 1.,
PaB 9 v. 4. 10. 1880 -~ nach Cin-
Wilhelm,  Heinrich

mann, 20J., PaB 2 v. 21. 3. 1883. Thcodor, Leutnant a. D., 25 J.,

Gutknecht, Carl Fricdrich Ger- PaBkarte v. 25. 9. 1879
Copyright © 1994 German-Texan Heritage Society

Donstorf Kammann, Wilhelm,
Dicnstknecht, 18J., PaB4v. 2. 5.
1883. Middendorf, Fricdrich
Wilhelm, Hcucrling, 42 J., PaB
11v.29, 3.1877

Drecke Schmale, Ludwig,
Heuerling, 35 J., geb. In Vchlage,
Kreis Liibbecke, nebst Frau, PaB
16 v. 13. 5. 1870

Eydclstedt Ahlering, Heinrich
Ludwig, Hiusling, 35J., PaB 6 v.
17. 5. 1883. Detering, Heinrich
Ludwig, Maschinenbauer, gcb.
Dérpel 43J.,PaB9v. 23.6. 1882

IHagewede Picning, Witwe, 48
J., nebst 3 Kindern, PaB 13 v. 20.
4, 1870 [Schiff ,,Brcmen** ab Bre-
men, an New York 19. 5.; Marga-
rethe, mit Sophic, 29 J., Wilhel-
mine, 19 J., Heinrich, 16 J.]

Hasslinge (Marl) Maschmcy-
er, Heinrich Hiusling, 38 J., m.
PaB 32 v. 12. 8. 1871, nach Cin-
cinnati

Heede Heitmann, geborener
Niemcyer, Hermann Friedrich,
Eggedicner, 45 J., n. Iowa, Pa8
27 v. 31. 8. 1870. Hockemeyer,
August Friedrich, Feuerstitter,
54 ), PaB 27 v. 28. 7. 1871, n.
Cincinnati. Kuhlmann, Fried-
rich Heinrich, Arbeitsmann, 25
J., PaB 60 v. 13. 8. 1869 [Schiff
»America® ab Bremen, an New
York 1. 9.). Kuhlmann, Her-
mann Heinrich Wilhelm, Brink-
sitzer, 46 J., PaB 26 v. 31. 8.
1870, n. Iowa. Schréder, Fricd-
rich Hcinrich Wilhelm, Hius-
ling, 30 J.,, m. Frau u. 1 Kind,
PaB 3 v. 28. 2. 1870

Hemsloh Sandmann, Johann
Friedrich, Arbeiter, 25 J., PaB 2
v. 6. 9. 1881. Sandmann, Dina,
Dicnstmagd, 21 J.,PaB 3 v. 4. 7.
1881. Schréder, Hermann Fricd-
rich Heinrich, Zicgler, 26 J. PaB
39v.24.8. 1871

Hoopen Ficke, Hermann
Friedrich, Arbeitsmann, 17 J.,
PaB v. 29. 4. 1869

Hiide Mcycr, Louisc Margare-
the Dorothce, unverchelicht, 17
J.,PaB 9 v.9.4. 1870, n. Cincin-
nati [Schiff ,,Baltimore** ab Brc-
men, an Baltimore 7. 5.)

(SchluB folgt)
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Ihibrock Ihibrock, Hermann dem u. wohnh. 34 J., PaB 8. v.

Marl Bommelmann, August

hard, Haussohn, 18 J., 7 Mon.,

Heinrich, Occonomic-Inspec- 9. 9. 1881. Groneweg, Carl
tor, 31 J., PaB 43 v. 19. 10. Fricdrich Rudolph, Kauf-
1871, n. lowa mann, 40 J., PaB 5 v. 17. 2.

Jacobidrebber Bouffleur, 1869 [Schiff ,,Smidt** ab Bre-

Ludwig, Schneidergesell, 30 J., PaB 5 v. 14. 8. 1885 - nach
PaB 29 v. 8. 5. 1869. Fathauer, Cincinnati. Willer, Friedrich
Hermann Friedrich Heinrich, Wilhelm, Hiusling, geb. Hal-
Hiusling, 29 J., PaB | v. 19. 1. linge, 57 J., m. Frau u. 3 Kin-

Friedrich Heinrich, Schneider,
17J.,PaB15v.1.11. 1882

Kellenberg Bredenberg, Ju-
stinc Wilhelmine, unverche-
licht, 21 J., PaB 38 v. 24. 8.
1871

Kellenberger Bruch Sand-
mann, Friedrich Heinrich Wil-

helm, Schiferknecht, 21 ],
PaB 6 v. 3. 5. 1883
Lemforde Bauer, Johann

Gerhard Friedrich, Schneider-
gesell, 29 J., PaB 26 v. 18. 7.
1871, nach Renzburg/Indiana.
Braun, Carl Friedrich Gustav,
Schuhmacher, 18 3/4 J., PaB 4
v. 3. 8. 1885 — nach Cincinnati.
Buck, Heinrich Friedrich Wil-
helm, Schuhmacher, 21 J,, Pal
10v.13.11.1883. Foltermann,
Fricdrich, Arbeiter, geb. Hal-

'i?” “.

men, an New York 6. 5.]. Hart-
mann, Wilhelm Christian,
Uhrmacher, 20 J., PaB 1 v. 14.
1. 1870, n. New York. Hocke-
meycr, Heinrich, Gastwirt, 61
1/2 1., PaB 4 v. 24. 4. 1834.
Kaufmann, Philipp, ohne
Stand, 47 J. mit Familie, PaB
55 v. 28. 7. 1869. Schumacher,
Fritz, Arbeiter, 29 J., PaB 9 v.
9. 9. 1881. Strieck, Friedrich
Wilhelm Heinrich, Lohgerber,
36 J., PaB 37 v. 19. 8. 1871, n.
Cincinnati

Mariendrebber _ Folling,
Sophie Friederike, Midchen,
25 J., geb. Jacobidrebber, PaB
28 v. 28.7. 1871, m. Schwester
Johanne Dorothee, n. Balti-
more. Horstmann, Johann,
Tischler, geb. Barnstorf, Pafl 2
v. 14. 4. 1883

L el 1 .
ra - oy — 2
Lo ooy
. "V’- » i

ok

1883. Fromme, Georg Fried-
rich, Knecht, 43 J., PaB 14 v.
25. 4. 1870 [Schiff ,,Bremen*
ab Bremen, an New York 19.
5.). Gocke, Heinrich Fricdrich
Wilhelm, 34 J., m. Frau u. 2
Kindern, PaB 10 v. 14. 4. 1870
[Schiff ,,Bremen* ab Bremen,
an New York 19. 5. mit Chri-
stine, 27 J., Dorothea, 7 J.,
Wilhelmine, 3 J.]). Hoffschnei-
der, Johann Friedrich Wil-
helm, 28 J., nebst Frau, Pal 12
v. 20. 4. 1870 [Schiff ,,Bre-

dern, PaB 4 v. 29. 7. 1881
Quernheim Buck, Johann
Friedrich August, Ackerarbei-
ter, 25 J., PaB 6 v. 5. 9. 1877.
Dreyer, Gerhard Heinrich Wil-
helm, Rademachergesell, 24 J.,
PaB 3 v. 15. 2. 1869 [Schiff
,,America‘‘ ab Bremen, an New
York 16. 4.]. Hoffschneider,
Hermann Christian Gerhard,
Landarbeiter, 27 J., PaB 3 v.
11.7. 1880. Hofschneider, Ma-
rie Louise, unverehelicht, 21 1/
2 J. Kréger, Friedrich Heinrich

men* ab Bremen, an New Carl, Arbeiter, 47 J., mit Fami-
York 19. 5.; mit Wilhelmine, lie, PaB 56 v. 28. 7. 1869.
31 ].]. Hoffschneider, Heinz, Meyer, Johann Friedrich Hein-
Heuerling, 33 J.,PaB 2 v. 11. 7. rich, Haussohn, 17 J., PaB 8§ v.
1880. Wehmeyer, Georg Her- 30. 8. 1883 - nach Cincinnati
mann Heinrich, Hausling, 30 (Amerika). Nobbe, Wilhelm,
J.,PaB 20 v. 18. 3. 1882. Well- Arbeitsmann, 46 J., mit Fami-
mann, Heinrich Friedrich Ger- lic, PaB 66 v. 24. 8. 1869. Niiss-
mann, Johann Gerhard Hein-
rich, 18. J., mit Schwester
Charlotte, PaB 3 v. 4. 2. 1871,
nach New York

Rchden Aschenmoor, Hein-
rich Friedrich Wilhelm, Ak-
kersmann, 25 J., PaB 8 v. 20. 9.
1880. Holberg, Friedrich, Hin-
rich, Pferdeknecht, 26 1/2 J.,
PaB 11 v. 16. 10. 1880, nach
Cincinnati. Meyer, Henrich
Diedrich, Arbeiter, 42 J., PaB
% 14 v. 13. 11. 1881. Patemann,
* Friedrich Heinrich, Arbeits-
mann, 18 J., PaB 23 v. 18. 4.
1869. Patemann, Hermann
Heinrich, Landarbeiter, 15 J.,
PaB 1 v. 2. 4. 1884. Patemann,
! Johann Friedrich Wilhelm, Ar-
beitsmann, 18 J., PaB 24 v. 18.
4. 1869. Reckmann, nach der
Stdtte Rithje, Friedrich Wil-
helm, Ackerknecht, 16 J., PaB
6 v. 19. 9. 1880. Reckmann,
nach der Stitte Rithje, Fried-
rich Heinrich Wilhelm, Acker-
knecht, 19 J., PaB 7 v. 19. 9.
1880 - nach Cincinnati. San-

., Wilkommen im Land der Freiheit* So griift die Freiheitsstatue die Einwanderer aus aller Weit, wenn der, Wilhclm, Arbeiter, 16 J.,
sie in den Hafen von New York einfahren. Die Statue war den Einwanderern aus dem Kreis Diepholz, PaB 4 v. 27. 7. 1 880. Schilling,
die von 1869 bis 1884 ankamen, allerdings noch nicht bekannt: Sie wurde den Vereinigten Staaten Heinrich Wilhelm, Arbeiter,
erst 1886 von Frankreich geschenkt. 17].,PaB 6 v.6.5.1882. Tege-
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rich Ludwig, Arbeitsmann, 15
J.,PaB 21 v. 11. 4, 1869.
Rédenbeck Wiechers, Hein-
rich Friedrich, Arbcitsmann,
24 )., PaB 20 v. 9. 4. 1869
Stemshorn Bohne, Fricdrich
Hinrich, Landwirt, 25 J., PaB
12v.5.11. 1881. Bohne, Fried-
rich Hermann Ludwig, Acke-
rer,17J.,PaB 13v.5.11.1881.
Buddemeyer, Anna Margare-
the Friederiked, unverehelicht,
15 J., PaB 18 v. 30. 5. 1870
{Schiff ,,Donau* ab Bremen,
an New York 25. 6.]. Budde-
meyer, Fricdrich Heinrich Wil-
helm, Colon, 57 J., PaB 5 v. 26.
4. 1884. Detcrt, Cord Hein-
rich, Ackermann, 33 J., PaB 1
v.8.4. 1881, Egber geb. Bohne,
Fricdrich, Arbeitsmann, 43 J.,
mit Familie, PaB 62 v. 16. 8.
1869 [Schiff ,,Donau* ab Bre-
men, an New York 11. 9., mit
Sophie, 32 J., Minna, 8 J., Lud-
wig, 9 M.]. Goldschmidt, Frie-

derike, Fréulein, geb. Diepholz

2...J.,PaB 4 v. 12.9. 1879.
Heese, Philipp, Arbeitsmann,
48 J., mit Familie, PaB 65 v.
24. 8. 1869. Klenke oder Tie-
mann, Georg Friedrich Wil-
hclm, Maurer, gcb. Arren-
kamp, 20 J., PaB 13 v. 14. 11,
1881. Schrider, Friederike
Wilhelmine Louise, ohne
Stand, 19 J., PaB 38 v. 16. 6.
1869. Schulze, Louise, Dicnst-
magd, 18 J., PaB 59 v. 11. 8.
1869. Teddcndeich, Sophic
Louise Engel, ohne Stand, 16
J., PaB 37 v. 16. 6. 1869

St. Hiilfe Blome, Friedrich
Hcinrich Ludwig, Schiosscr, 25
J., PaB 12 v. 29. 9. 1882.
Haake, August Ludwig, Com-
mis, 19 J., PaB 44 v. 20. 10.
1871, n. New York

Strohen (Hann.) Burhorst,
Christoph Heinrich Conrad,
Ackcrknecht, 25 J., PaB 16 v.
15.3.1882

Uthiiserdrebber  Kamping,
Lisctte, ohne Stand, 19 J., PaB
~9v.11.3.1869

Wagenfcld Diiwenhorst,

Carl Fricdrich Wilhelm, Arbei- §

ter, 15J.,PaB 1 v. 13. 4. 1883.
Finke, . Friedrich Wilhelm
August, Zimmermann, 19 J,
PaB 4 v. 24. 4. 1882. Koch,
Ernst August, Dienstknecht,
W.-Neustadt, 16 J., PaB 36 v.
1. 6. 1869 - n. New York.
KrieBmann, Friedrich Wil-
helm August, Handlungsge-
hiilfe, 22 J., PaB 7 v. 19. 7.
1883 - nach Siidamerika. Le-
hing, Georg Fricdrich Wil-
helm, Dienstknecht, W-
Neustadt, 31 J.,, PaB 35 v. 1. 6.
1869 - n. New York [Schiff
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»Jjenny* ab Bremen, an New
York 31. 8.). Lindemann,
Heinrich, Ackerknecht, 17 J.,
PaB 17 v. 15. 3. 1882. Meyer,
Ernst Friedrich August, Arbci-
ter,35J).,PaB 2 v. 5. 5. 1877.
Meyer, Georg Wilhelm Theo-
dor, Kaufmann, 16 J., PaB 13
v. 3. 3. 1884. Portner gen.
Wunder, Hermann Friedrich
August, Arbeiter, 18 J., Pa 1
v. 17. 4. 1882. Pohlmann, Wil-
helm, Kaufmann, 22J., PaB 15
v. 27. 3. 1884. Rumpke,
August, Dienstknecht, 28 J.,
PaB 18 v. 15. 3. 1882. Rumpke,
Carl Louis Theodor, Tischler,
19 J, PaB 2 v. 17. 4. 1882.
Rumpke, Hermann Heinrich
Georg, Ackerknecht, 24 J., PaB
19 v. 15. 3. 1882, Schifer, Carl,
Arbeiter, 16 J., PaB 8 v. 19. 5.
1885. Schliiter, Wilhelm,
Dienstknecht, 18 J., PaB 11 v.
25. 9. 1882. Schroder, Carl
Wilhelm, Schneider, 25 J., PaB

3 v. 22. 4. 1882. Tegeler, Carl,
Schneidergesell, 19 J., PaB 3 v.
16. 4. 1883. Thiincmann ge-
nannt Barner, Carl Heinrich
Louis, Ackerarbeiter, 17 J.,,
PaB 12 v. 3. 3. 1884

Wetschen Buck, Hermann
Heinrich Wilhelm, Arbeits-
mann, 17 J., PaB 22 v. 14. 4.
1869. Diickering, Hermann

Friedrich, Arbeiter, 18 J., PaB
10 v. 11. 10. 1880 - nach Cin-
cinnati. Kramer, Heinrich Wil-
helm, Tischlergeselle, 27 J.,
PaB 19 v. 12. 7. 1870. Miiller,
Rosine Friederike, unverehe-
licht, 28 J., PaB 28 v. 1., 9.
1870, n. Cincinnati. Oldefendt,
Neubauers-Wwe., 43 J., gebo-
ren in Apwisch, mit 4 Kindern,
PaB 17 v. 19. 6. 1871, nach
Iowa. Schloring, Friedrich
Heinrich, TagelShner, 32 J.,
PaB 31 v. 7. 8. 1871, n. Cincin-
nati. Schwenkmeyer, Heinrich,

51

Schneidermeister, 33 J., m.
Frau u. 2 Kindern von 2 und 1/
2J,PaB 23 v, 11. 7., 1871,
nach Cincinnati

Wetscherhardt Baister, Her-
mann Friedrich, PaB 5 v. 14. 9.
1880. Fahrenkamp, Hermann
Heinrich Wilhelm, Ackerarbei-
ter, 16 J., PaB 3 v. 21. 4. 1884.
Harms, Carl Wilhelm, Haus-
sohn, 23 J., PaB 8 v. 16. 10.
1885 - nach Cincinnati. Kuhl-
mann, Friedrich Heinrich, Ar-
beiter, 19 J., PaB 9 v. 17. 9.
1883

Wetscherhiitte Weber,
Friedrich Wilhelm, Arbeits-
mann, 23 J, PaB 4 v, 16. 2.
1869

Wobhistreck Harting s. Holl-
meyer. Hollmeyer, Eberhard
Ludwig, Musiker, 34 J., in Be-
gleitung des Heinrich Conrad
Harting, 15 J. alt, PaB 20 v. 15.

schiffahrt' nach Amerika hingewiesen wurden.
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Inserat des Norddeutschen Lioyd, in dem die Auswanderungswil-
ligen im Jahr 1879 auf die Abfahrien der ,directen Postdampf- garrensorticrer

7. 1870. Sander, Heinrich, Ak-
]| kersmann, s. Hadeler, Heinr.,
j| Diepholz
I Detroit  Volk, Johann,
') Schneidcr, gebiirtig und wohn-
R { baft aus Detroit (Amerika), 19
. e J., PaBkarte v. 29, 5. 1883 -
Directe Postdampfschifffahrt nach Detroit (Amerika)
' zwischen
] Dic Auswertung der ,,Be-
B}g‘@@@@ @@@ &&%@k@a mfc“ sicht ctwa so aus: Ac]scr.
tsche Lloyd knecht-Arbeiter 10, Arbeiter
Dampler |, Dz Korddestsche Lioyd o Bremen Daupfer 43, Anbauer 1, Bicker 1, Bik-
dee ot e otagr Tamer sormenies B kergeselle 1, Brinksitzer (Ne-
Hordd. Lloyd.|ebtbot bei dorm rlsonden Publikam, was o (L0FDD. £1opd. benerwerbslandwirt) 1, Colon
deutlicbatgn darans bervorgekt, du) bis Endo das Strauss A - »
&._,H?",,._,. Jabres 1877 iir A0 Porsoncn dlo Usberfabrtxvi-l  pibatross ~ f| (5-  Laudwiit), Coinmis (=
Hermann 3&"‘:5;“&;-’:.;"“:"». Gosellsebati hatw vici Vor- | Scnwalbe  f Handlungsgehilfe) 2, Dienst-
Woter o Tchiigker threk FUbrang, dnes ole dicselben | Condor knecht 7, Dienstmagd 2, Egge-
| Zi%grfhuf éi&%’iiﬁ'}xbﬁﬁ 1:5%"{; 8‘::1:; di;:ln%r (Lgngwxrté der c(lit;r l-tler{-
. ragen e, xu vermeiden, s 80! € untere
T[RRI RE s B O eer 2,
Rotee? | easto su?eﬁ:g?'na%:%s. aon‘ggaﬁ: Falke Feuerstiitter _ (Ncbenerwerbs-
Baltinore :‘::l?:u dl;: '.{'?:acmuhc: Lloy: fabren = vxa““ : lapdwm) 1, Fraulcm._l, Qast-
Borlin. 1. Yon BREMEN pach NEWYORK Bm: il wirt 1, Haussohn 3, Hiusling 8,
.‘%‘;’i’:‘ Y iedegus‘m;igh Tm‘on Fulta Heuerling 6, Kaufmann g,
red . Yoo BREMER pac ] echt 4, Landarbeiter 2,
8::‘$%x:v::g alle 14 Tago Mittwochs. - il glndwirt 3, Leutnant, Lohger-
Hanzover | I Von BREMEK nach NEWORLEANS Pilot ber 1. Miidehen 1. Maschinen-
Frankfurt . Havre oder Havasa anlaufend stm er 1, Midchen 1, I
Kéln und GALVESTON son baucr 1, Maurer 1, Musiker 1,
Strapbwrg | im Frilbjabe u:ign?fm mopatlich vm 1 Neubauer 2, Oeconom (Land-
. Friedr, Wilh, al. ] : ton K
B SMEN Roland wirt) 2, Occonomie-Inspektor
m w“::, IV. Von BLNI ,,;;‘{{} den L2 PLATA Hanseat 1§ 1, ohne Stand 6, Pferdeknecht,
Hohensollera | (pach Babia, Rio de Janeiro, Montevideo [Pawl Er. August] Privatlehrer 1, Rademacherge-
Hobenstaufex und Buenos Ayres) “ Bromerbaven § selle 1, Schiifer 1, Schifer-
o Antwerpez und Lissabon aulanfend Triton 4 knecht 1, Schmied 1, Schnei-
— am 25 jmfi:u:m sea or Brem . der 1, Schneidergeselle 4,
Paris, uiavre‘.“m'twcryan.' ;f,';dsﬁ%nd S:nthampton. ' % | Schneidermeister 3, Schreiber
: Negen dor Passagupreleo wind auf dlo regel Dekao 1, Schuhmacher 3, Stellma-
. ‘:‘::' z.\’%.:'ip\::fnu wind auf Aofrago vol uns und ansern nlfodlschen chergeselle 1, Tagcléhnﬁr 1,
A it Tischler 3, Tischlergesclic 1,
Die Direction dﬁ;ﬁ_{’fﬁi‘_’m"hm Lloyd. 1 Tuchmacher 1, Uhrenmacher

1, unverchelicht 14, Witwe 2,
Zicgelmeister 1, Zicgler 1, Zi-
1, Zimmer-
mann 1.
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TIC TAC MUHLE
Submitted by Helga von Schweinitz

Miuhle is a board game for two people which is very popular in Germany.
If you don't have a Mihle board you can easily copy the one shown here onto
a square piece of paper. Each player needs 9 game pieces in his color,
like those you might have from checkers. At the beginning of the game
there are no pieces on the board. The players take turns placing the
pieces on the crosspoints of the lines and later moving them from one point
to another. E

Each player tries to place his pieces in rows of three and to keep his
opponent from doing the same. Each time a-row of three -a Muhle-is
completed, a player can remove one of his opponent's pieces from the board,
but not a piece locked in a Milhle except at the very end of the game.

When all 18 pieces have been placed on the board (and some perhaps
already taken off by the opponent), the moving of the pieces begins.
Taking turns each player can move one piece at a time on the 1line to a
neighboring crosspoint trying again to create as many a Miihle as possible
and as often as possible, confiscating a piece from the opponent each time
a Mifhle is formed or re-formed.

A superior player manages to place his pieces in such a way that a
move from a piece in one Miihle automatically adds the third piece to a line
of two, thus creating a Mihle with each move when the piece is moved back
‘nd forth. This constellation 1is called a 'ZwickmGhle' and is very
desirable.

When a player has only three pieces left he can jump to any vacant
place on the board at his turn which makes it easier to keep the opponent
from forming a Milhle. However, every time he fails to prevent a Mithle, he
loses a piece until he is pieceless and lost the game.

Players take turns in starting the game.

Rules on how to end the game vary from family to family. In my home
the fastest ending happened when my mother said. 'Macht den Tisch frei, das
Essen ist fertig.' (Clear the table, dinner is ready). The slowest version
came later in the evening when my father said. 'Jetzt ist das aller-, aller
letzte Mal, dass ich euch ins Bett schicke.' (This is the very, very last
time that I'm telling you to go to bed.) In both cases we simply counted
the pieces each player had on the board at the critical moment.

Since the game may be played by people of the female as well as of the

male persuasion, the word 'he' may be substituted with 'she' with the
author's permission.

Mible ist eines wnserer Gltesten Spicle, das im Altertum in .derselbcn Form
gepflegt wurde wie hexte. Sein besonderer Vorzug liegt darin, daf es audh
von wngeibten Spielern sebr rasch erlernt werden kann.
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DEUTSCHE SPRICHWORTER UND AUSDRUCKE, compiled by Harvey W. Saalberg

SPRICHWORTER (Aphorisms, Maxims and Sayings)

Es kormt alles auf den Winkel an. Kommt Zeit, kommt Rat.

Der Apfel f3llt nicht weit vom Birnbaum. Wie Du mir, so ich Dir.
Wer den Pfennig nicht ehrt ist den Thaler nicht wert. Eile mit Weile.
An ihm sind Hopfen und Malz verloren.

Was der Mensch wert- - ist f&8hrt widdern (wieder ihn [gegen ihn]).

Was man nicht im Kopf hat muss man in den Beinen haben.

Eine Frau und ein Fahrrad verleiht man nicht.

Papier ist geduldig. Kleine Ursachen, grosse Wirkungen.
Ein armer Mann kennt seine Kasse. Eigenlob stinkt.
Schadenfreude ist die beste Freude. Rache ist stiss.

In der Not frisst der Teufel Fliegen.

Gll#ick muss der Mensch haben ... und wenn er kein Gl#ck hat
muss er ein Mensch haben.

Mit Geduld und Spucke fdngt man eine Mucke (Micke).

Das schlidgt dem Fass den Boden aus. Vom Regen in die Traufe.
Der den Schaden hat braucht fiir den Spott nicht sorgen.

Wer Andern eine Grube grdbt fdllt selbst hinein.

Was Du heut noch kannst besorgen das verschiebe nicht auf morgen.
Der Lauscher an der Wand h&rt seine eigne Schand.

Gottes Milhlen mahlen langsam aber sicher.

Wo man singt da lass Dich nieder; b8se Menschen kennen keine Lieder.
Frisch gewagt ist halb gewonnen.

Schuster bleib bei Deinen Leisten.

Reden ist Silber; Schweigen ist Gold.

AUSDRUCKE (Expressions)

Komm ich heut nicht, komm ich morgen; llbermorgen ganz bestimmt.
Jetzt mach ich mirs ein bisschen schdn.
Es ist wie einem Ochsen ins Horn zu petzen.

Du kannst mir mal den Buckel runter rutschen.
(More earthy form: Du kannst mich mal am Arsch lecken.)

Heirate nie eine Frau fiir ihre Sch®&nheit; jeder wird Dich beneiden ...
und nur Du weisst was flir ein Luder sie wirklich ist.

Lieber Gott lass Abend werden, wenn es geht noch vorm Frdhstdck ...
: der Morgen kommt von ganz allein.

Ponnerwetter!
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GERMAN SAYINGSAND EXPRESSIONS compiled by Harvey W Saalberg

SAYINGS

Every problem can be solved if you take the correct angle of approach.
Given enough time, every problem can be solved.

The apple doesn't fall far from the tree. As you treat me, so will I treat you.

He who doesn't respect the penny doesn't deserve thé dollar. Hurry, but do it safely.
He is just a hopeless case, and that's all there is to it.

As you go through life, you'll get what you have coming to you.

If you fail to do your thinking in your head, you'll have to make up for it
by running with your legs.

Never lend anyone your wife or your bicycle.

Paper is patient...you can print anything on it. Minor causes may have tremendous effects.

A poor man knows how much cash he has. Self-praise stinks.

Delight over ancther's misfortune is the most delightful type of joy. Revenge is sweet.

In anemergency, the devil may have to eat flies.

A human being needs luck ... but if he has no luck, at least he must have another human
being.

With a little patience anyone can catch a fly (or solve a probiem) .

Boy, that really knocks the bottom out of the barrel. (that takes the cake)
From the rain into the rain barrel (frying pan into the fire).

If you have tough luck, you needn't go look for people to make fun of you.
If you set a trap, you yourself may fall into it.
Don't put off until tomorrow what you can do today.

If you listen in on your neighbor through the wall, you may hear some things about
yourself that you won't like at all.

God's mills grind slowly ... but fine and surely.

Stay with people who sing and stay long; bad people don't enjoy a song.
Setting out courageously amounts to having won half the battle already.
Shoemaker stick to your lasts. 4

Speech is silver; silence is gold.

EXPRESSIONS

If T can't came today, I'll come tamorrow ... day after tomorrow for sure.

My special time of the day has arrived. This is my time. Please lay no claims to it.
You'll get about as much response as you can get from pinching an ox's horns.
Kiss my a... ‘

Never be tempted to marry a beautiful woman; everyone would be envious ... but only
you would know what a bitch she really is.

Dear God, let it became evening soon...if possible before breakfast. Morning cames
all too soon.

By Jove. (Damn it).
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TRAVELLING TO WEHDEM, GERMANY

In November 1993 my husband and I travelled to Wehdem, Germany, to fulfill a
long-held ambition to "walk the streets our grandparents walked." Since so many
Germans in Texas can trace their ancestry to the Stemwede region of Westfalia, the
following information may be of interest, and may convince you to make the trip.

We started by contacting Wilhelm Niermann, a distant relative and a member of
the German-Texas Heritage Society, who often contributes to the Journal. He sent us
names of other relatives who had recently visited in Wehdem and who shared their
experiences and advice with us. Mr. Niermann is a most gracious host, and he knows
a lot about the families and the history of Wehdem.

We landed in Hamburg, a direct flight from Atlanta. Our first problem was the
baggage carts in the airport. It costs 2 marks to rent a cart, and we had no marks.
(The currency exchange desk is inside, after you go through customs.) An attendant
demanded $2 for the cart, which is quite a lot considering that a mark is worth about
60 cents. But that was the last problem we had in the airport and the only unpleasant
one on the entire trip. Entry formalities are almost non-existant. You do not need
a visa, and you will not get a stamp in your passport. Customs are no problem--you
just get in the line of "nothing to declare" and walk right through.

To get to Wehdem we rented a car through AutoEurope, a U. S. agency that
arranges auto rental reservations for Europcar, and which your travel agency can
contact. The car was ready to go, a mid-sized Peugeot, comfortable and easy to
drive. Standard shift cars are a lot less expensive to rent than are automatic
shift cars. Highways are clearly marked, mostly in picture signs, so that the only
German you really need to know on the roads is "ausfahrt," which indicates the exits
from the autobahn. If you can handle Houston, driving in Germany is a snap.

If you are visiting relatives there for the first time, you should know that
addresses are often not related to the location of the house. It took several
inquiries to find the home of a second cousin in Dielingen. But everyone seemed
eager to help and were patient with our fractured German. A notepad and pencil is
a good help—for you to write the name of the person, and for the informant to draw
a map.

In Wehdem we stayed at the Stemwede . Hof, which you can contact by writing to
them at Wehdem 122, 32351 Stemwede, Germany. We paid 95 marks a day for a double
room with a most sumptious German-style breakfast (five kinds of bread, several
kinds of sausage imluding the excellent Westfalian ham, cheeses, orange juice,
coffee or tea, a boiled egg and fruit). I don't know if this price is the same
the year around, but whatever it is, you will find it a good deal. The hosts are
genial and accommodating, but they do not accept credit cards of any kind.

Perhaps the best place to meet people there is in the cemetary, which is two
blocks from the hotel. There are always people there, grooming the graves. Also
you can locate your ancestral family plot. Cemetaries in this part of Germany are
carefully kept and plots are marked.

Wehdem has about 1300 residents. It is a typical village in the area-—some
are larger, some smaller. All have hotels, or 'gasthauses,' and it would be best
to go to the village of your ancestors so that you can meet people who may know the

family name. Only after you go to other parts of Germany do you really appreciate
the clean air in the Stemwede, a rich agriculture region with much forested acreage.
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The old advice to take half as much clothes and twice as much money as you

think you will need is close to accurate.

Casual clothes are all you need, and

one suitcase holds enough for a month and makes travelling simpler. Hotels and
restaurants are more expensive than in the U. S. In larger cities credit cards
are readily accepted, but in villages often only cash can be used. Hotels in
larger cities will cost from $110 to $200 a night for a double room, and in the
smaller towns you can find a double room for $50 to $75 a night. All places we
stayed included that substantial German breakfast. In restaurants, coffee is

usually $1.50 a cup, with no free refill.

Beer is the same price. Dinners are

$14 to $20 in the simple-looking restauarnets, much higher in :others. Sausage,

etc., at outdoor stalls are cheap.

Money must be exchanged at a bank, as a rule, and the exchange rate varies
with time. Incidently, the best exchange rate we got was on our charge cards.

We found a small amount of knowledge of German language is essential in
the smaller towns, but in the larger cities you can get by with only English. We
found the police to be most courteous and accurate in giving directions.

My advice in brief is, if you think you might like to visit Germany, do so.
Going on your own, without an organized tour, is the best way if you want to see
your ancestral origins. You, too, may experience the wonder I felt when I saw
the house my grandfather Carl Niemeier sold to get passage. to Texas in 1892.

NEW WAY TO BUSY AIRPORT

Lufthansa Atlantic Airways has re-
cently devised a new way to ferry passen-
gers at one of Europe’s busiest airports.

Since last May, Lufthansa has been
using regularly scheduled German Rail
intercity trains, so passengers now have a
choice of 16 trains daily to and from

Frankfurt airport that stop at the Bonn,<<{aa.

Cologne and Diasseldorf main railway sta-
tions.

An additional four trains link Fran-
kfurt airport to Stuttgart’s main railway
station.

In the past, Lufthansa ran a special
airport train four times a day between
Frankfurt, Bonn, Cologne and Disseldorf.

To get a seat in the first-class
rail compartments reserved for Lufthansa,
passengers should book their rail tickets
wvhen they book their flights.

(San_Antonio Express-News, 26 Dec. 1993,
from New York Times News Service)

Mabel Loesch

INFORMATION FOR YOUNG TRAVELERS

International travel can be made
affordable for college students through
the unique Work Abroad Program offered by
the Council on International Education Ex-
change, a worldwide non-profit organiza-
tion. '

By working in, rather than simply
visiting, the country they want to explore
students can help finance thelr overseas
adventure.

The program enables students to work
legally, on a temporary basis, in Germany,
as well as in Britain, Ireland, France,
New Zealand, Costa Rica, Canada, and Ja-
maica.

Write to: CIEE, WA-121, 205 E. 42nd
St., New York, NY 10017, or call (212)
661-1414, ext. 1130.

(San_Antonio Express-News, 19 Dec. 1993,
*Travel Talk,* by Lisa Addison)
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COMBATING "JET LAG"

Jet lag is the common term for
the malaise that results when a
traveler quickly crosses several
time zones and must function in a
new time environmment. Air travel
can cause problems even when one
stays in the same time zone.

Varying degrees of motion
sickness can result in headaches,
slight nausea, even vomiting. Dehy-
dration can cause headaches. A
growing number of studies indicate
that exposure to recirculated cabin
air can cause respiratory problems.
Also, simple sleep loss can result
in tiredness, headaches and similar
symptoms. Overall, there are some
practical steps you can take to
reduce all these effects.

Motion sickness: Studies show
that over time, repeated exposure to
motion reduces the eye and inner-ear
confusion that causes the problems.
Many people find relief in over-the-
counter preventive medicines.

Dehydration: This can be avoi-
ded by conscientious eating and
drinking.

Respiratory irritation: Recy-
cled cabin air carried higher-than-
normal levels of ozone and nitrogen
oxides, which are known to cause an
inflammatory reaction in the lungs.
The negative effects of these pol-
lutants can be reduced by taking
vitamins C and E, but the best doses
are not yet known. About all you
can do is eat snacks high in vita-
mins C and E.

Jet Lag: This malaise ensues
when we demand abrupt adjustments
from our body clocks. Normally our

bodies go through daily cycles, called
circadian rhythms, that entail fluctua-
tions in body temperature, hormone levels
and alertness. Light and darkness are the
biggest cues to keeping our bodies on

l)-] schedule, followed by other cues, called

zeitgebers, such as eating and social
schedules.

(San Antonio Express-News, 2 Jan. 1994)

Healthy landings

" Some tips for reducing the problems associated with air travel:

L | Jet lag: Help your body clock adjust by quickly
adopting local customs. Get out into the daylight.
Don't work under artificial lights late into the night.
Eat, work and sleep when your hosts do.
Consider shifting your meal schedule even before
you depart. ;

Bottled water: Passengers in airplane cabins may
be at risk of dehydration. The beverages and
snacks commonly served in flight, including
alcohol, cola and salty peanuts, only worsen the
problem. Keep bottled water close at hand and sip
away, drinking at least one glass per hour, to
maintain proper body fluid.

1 Snacks: Bring along healthy snacks such as dried
% | fruit, fruit or energy bars as your best defense

.4 against flight delays, botched food requests and
% unexpected bouts of hunger,

Antioxidant nutrients: Vitamins C and E may play a
vital role in safeguarding our bodies against ozone
{ and nitrous oxide, which are higher than normal in
4l airplane cabins. Eat and drink snacks high in these
nutrients or take vitamins to boost the body's
production of “free radicals,” which combine with
harmful molecules from ozone and nitrous oxide.

ho's counting: Since 1990, 47 medical articles have been
» published on jet lag. :
KEVIN BOYD — MEDICAL INFORMATION SERVICE
DISTRIBUTED BY UNITED FEATURE SYNDICATE

NOTE: An excellent brochure, "Defeating Jet Lag from the U.S. to Europe," is available
from Forsyth Travel Library, Inc. Prepared by veteran traveler Stephen F. Forsyth, the
brochure has specific tips on what to do the day before you leave to prepare for the trip,
what to eat and drink on the flight (and more importantly, what NOT to eat and drink on
the flight), how to prepare yourself for landing in Europe, and what to do the first day
in the new time zone. Send a stamped, self-addressed business-size (#10) envelope to:
Forsyth Travel Library, Inc., P. 0. Box 2795, Shawnee Mission KS 66201-1375. Forsyth
Travel Library also has a comprehensive catalog of travel books and maps, information on
Hostel memberships, various rail passes, and much more. Ask to be put on the mailing

Yise.
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 Ein Karl-May-Fan

Gegriindet 1893

2B 5183 A

Montag, 18. Oktober 1993

-

Copyright © 1994

aus Texas

iy

Von weither nach Dresden gereist: Meredith McClain

Am Wochenende ging der 12. Konref der Karl-May-Gesellschaft in Dresden
zu Ende. Unterschiedlichste Vortriige standen auf dem Programm: Der Hol-
linder Maarten van Diggelen beispielsweise zeigte einen Video-Film iiber
seine Nordamerika-Tour, auf der er den Spuren der Indianerschlacht am
Little Bighorn im Jahre 1876 nachgegangen war. Am weitesten reiste die
amerikanische Germanistin Meredith McClain, Professorin an der Universi-
tiit Lubbock im Llano Estacado. Mitihr unterhielt sich unser Mitarbeiter Karl

Knietzsch.

Bloody Fox heifit der Mann und ist die
sentrale Figur einer der interessante-
sten Western-Iirzihlungen von Karl
May: ,Der Geist des Llano Estacado®.
Meredith McLain heiBt die Frau und
hat nichts zu tun mit Filmstar Shirley.
Zu tun hat sie mit dem Geist des Llano
Estacado auf ihre Weise, arbeitet sie
doch an einem Buch mitdem Titel ,Der
deutsche Geist des Llano Estacado®, an
einem Buch iber Karl May, genauer
gesagt uber die Affinitéit des Dichters
in seinem Werk zu ihrer Heimat. Denn
Mrs. Meredith Mclain ist
beheimatet im  texani-
schen Lubbock, und diese
Stadt mit den Ranches
umbher liegt eben da, wo
einst der gefihrliche Lla-
no kstacado war, auch |
Staked Plains genannt, im
nordwestlichen Texas.
Thema, natiirlich: May,
der Llano, siche oben. Die
attraktive, lebhalte Frau
ist gebiirtige Texanerin
und hatte bis vor etwa
fiinfzehn  Jahren keine
Ahnung von dem deut-
schen Autor und seinen
Romanen. Sie wuchs bei
Austin/Texas aul, ging dann in Ohio auf
die Musikschule, studierte am Mozar-
teum in Salzburg, wo sie zum ersten
Mal mit dem Deutschen in Berithrung
kam, eine Sprache, die sie heute her-
vorragend spricht. Die junge Dame
kam als ausgebildete Flitistin in die
Heimat zuriick, spielte ihr AbschluB-
konzert mit Erfolg - und wandte sich
dem Germanistik-Studium zu, ein fiir
Amerika nicht ungewohnliches Um-
steigen in ein anderes Fach. Sieben

Jahre spiiter wurde sie  beamtete®

Professorin in Lubbock. Eine Universi-
tiit mit echt texanischen MabBstiiben:
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Meredith McClain.

_Aferedith McClain

24000 Studenten auf dem groBten Uni-
versititsgelinde der Welt. Seit 1976
wirkt sie nun da, und ,hatte eigentlich
immer nur von Hoélderlin, Goethe und
Schiller gehort”, lacht sie, ,,aber nichts
von May. Das édnderte sich schlagartig
durch einen Deutschland-Besuch
1978/79. Bis dahin hétte Meredith
McLain es auch kaum fiir moglich ge-
halten, daB es in Deutschland Clubs
gibt, Interessengemeinschaften, die.
sich mit Kultur und Historie ihrer Hei-
mat befassen. Seitdem hat die Germa-
nistik-Professorin ein
ganz neues Blickfeld: auf
das ,Frontierland”, in
dem sie lebt. Mit ameri-
kanischer Offenheit ge-
steht sie, daB viele ihrer
texanischen Landsleute
wenig liber die eigene Ge-
schichte wissen und mit
Verbliiffung zur Kenntnis
nchmen, daB ihr lLeben
und ihre Historie in
Deutschland bestens be-
kannt sind und Interesse
finden. Im Sommer 1989
war Mrs. Mclain mit eini-
genihrer Studenten aber-
mals in Deutschland, es
ergab sich auch ein Exkurs ins Rade-
beuler Museum. In Lubbock, wo es ein
historisches Open-Air-Museum und ei-
ne lebhafte Pflege der Ranch- und
Cowboy-Traditionen gibt, gestaltete sie
einen Dia-Vortrag fiir die Mitglieder
des Rancherverbandes. Mit 18 Studen-
ten aus Lubbock war Mrs. McLain im
vergangenen Jahr wieder in siichsi-
schen Gefilden anzutreffen, iiberaus
wertvolle Kontakte, die im nichsten
Jahr zwischen Radebeul und Lubbock
vor allem zur Begegnung deutscher
und texanischer Jugendlicher ausge-
baut werden sollen.

aus Texas

- Ein Karl-May-Fan
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Students treasure summer spent in Germany e

by JENNIFER GOOCH
THE UNiversiTy DaiLy

Texas Tech students interested
instudying in Wust, Germany this
summer can attend an orientation
meeting at 8 p.m. today in the for-
eign language building’s Qualia
Room.

- “Right now we have about 21
students already signed up, but
they need to come to the meeting
to show me their commitment to
going,” said Meredith McClain, an
associate German professor who

- hosts the trip. “We can still accept
4 few more people to go if they are
interested.”

die Schule

Tech sponsored a study trip to
Germany last summer, and
McClainsaid several studentshave
already signed up because they
have heard about the success of
last summer’s trip.

“It's great that this many people
have already signed up, but that's
probably because they have heard
about how well the program went
last year,” she said.

The program costsabout $2,000,
and includes airfare from the
United States to Berlin, transpor-
tation throughout Germany, tu-
ition for six credit hours, room and
board, textbooks, a passport, an
international studentidentification

FiLe PHoto

This schoal in the village of Wust, Germany is where Texas Tech
students may study for four weeks during the summer.

card and spending money.

McClain said students can ap-
ply for international scholarships
to help finance the trip.

“ About half of the students that
went last year were supported by
international funds,” she said.

The program begins May 26 and
endsJune 30, including four weeks
of classroom study and one week
of touring German states.

“The first four weeks is class-
room, but the final week is tour-
ing,” McClain said. “My goal is
that the students will only speak
German on the bus while we are
touring during the final week.”

McClain said the students stay
with farming families in the small
village of Wust and study at a
school on the same block.

“Each student stayed with their
own host family in the village,”
she said. “And all of the houses
were lined up along a street, so
everyone was within walking dis-
tance of each other.”

Students will study grammar
and culture and will receive credit
for German 3305 and 3306. Stu-
dents also must have completed
one year of beginning German
classes to participate.

Ryman Peters, a senior adver-
tising major from Midland who
participated in the program last
year, said he is still in contact with
some of the people he met in Wust.

“Imade some friends who could
not speak any English, and they
were more than happy to help me
speak German so that I could tell

 them what Texas is like,” he said.
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“We went on road trips almost
every weekend to see places we
bombed during the war, museums
ortospeak toschool childrenabout
Texas.”

Lisa Allen, a German graduate
student from Arlington, also trav-
eled to Germany last summer.

“Some of the things I learned
were understanding, tolerance,
compassion, a sense of perspec-
tiveon world history, respect...and
a greater appreciation of what it
means to me to be an American,”
she said.
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GERMAN TEXANS’ GENEALOGY SECTION
Compiled by Theresa Gold, 106 Ranchland, San Antonio TX 78213
BITS AND PIECES AND NEWS

Early Settlers of Spring Branch and Western Comal County are the
topic of a research project to result in a book entitled "Western
Comal County, Texas: The Heritage of Early German Settlements."
Carmen Beierle Rittiman and Brenda J. Anderson-Lindemann are
looking for lost family cemeteries, land deeds, family records,
names of postmasters, blacksmiths, sawmill operators, merchants,
as well as schools, rivers, creeks, creek and river crossings,
roads, and such events as floods and fires. Included will be
Spring Branch and also such communities as Smithson Valley,
Anhalt, Bulverde, Crane’s Mill, and Twin Sisters. Many descen-
dants of the pioneers still live in the area but, for those who
moved away, this project offers the opportunity to furnish
information that would otherwise be forgotten. To submit infor-
mation, contact: Brenda J. Lindemann, 670 Specht’s Crossing Rd.,
Spring Branch TX 78070-5107, or call (210) 885-7200.

(from: Family Footsteps, Comal County Genealogy Society, Nov.
1993)

More on Galveston arrivals If your ancestor arrived through the
Port of Galveston, you may now obtain information by mail from
the Texas Seaport Museum’s computerized database of Galveston
arrival records. Send an SASE and $10.00 for each surname to:
Texas Seaport Museum, 2016 Strand, Galveston TX 77550. See the
previous issue of GTHS Journal, Fall 1993, page 237, for informa-
tion on this database.

(from Odom Library’s Family Tree, Feb.-Mar. 1993)

Kendall County publications include four of interest to German-
Texan genealogists. The first is Genealogical Abstracts for
Kendall County--Probate Records, which includes information on
236 cases (with 2,000 names) abstracted from 1862 through 1900.
This book of 248 pages of text and 58 pages of index sells for
$10.00 plus, $.63 tax, plus $2.00 postage. Make check payable to
Genealogical Society of Kendall County and mail to: Genealogical
Abstracts, P. 0. Box 623, Boerne TX 78006.

The second book of interest is Rivers, Ranches, Railroads &
Recreation, the history of Kendall County. This 270-page hard-
cover book sells for $45.00, plus $3.60, tax plus $3.00 postage.
Make check to Kendall County Historical Commission and mail to:
204 E. San Antonio st., #1, Boerne TX 78006.

The third and fourth books are volumes I and II of Gone—-But

Not Forgotten, surveys of Kendall County cemeteries. Volume I
includes cemeteries surveyed in Boerne, Sisterdale, and 40
cemeteries on private property. Volume II includes cemeteries in
Comfort, Grapetown, other church and private cemeteries and
monuments plus additions and corrections to Volume I. Volume I
sells for $5.00, plus $.38 tax, plus $1.00 postage. Volume II
sells for $6.00, plus $.45 tax, plus $1.00 postage. Make check
to Boerne Area Historical Preservation Society and mail to:
BAHPS, P. O. Box 178, Boerne TX 78006.

(from Keys to the Past, Genealogical Society of Kendall County,
Jan. 1994)

Copyright © 1994 German-Texan Heritage Society
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GTHS Genealogy Section, continued

Aus Deutschland is a new publication of Llneages, Inc., a profes-
sional research service. The first two issues have elght pages
each, with several of those pages advert1s1ng the services
avallable through Llneages. Yet, the first issue had short
articles on finding and using 18th century German emlgratlon

sources and on understanding German geography. The second issue .

continued the article on 19th century German emigration sources.
Apparently there is no charge for this little bulletin, so those
interested should request a copy from Lineages, Inc., P. O. Box
417, Salt Lake City UT 84110. Lineages also has a "German
Research Club," offering some free searches and instructions and
discounts to those who "join"™ with payment of $15.00. The
address is the same as above.

(from Aus Deutschland, Vol. 1, No. 1; Vol. 2, No. 1)

German Genealgglcal Digest has significant articles each issue.
In the Spring 1993 issue (Vol. 9, No. 1) was an artlcle, “USlnq
the Meyers Gazetteer To Determlne Localities,®™ that is particu-
larly useful for researchers attempting to use this difficult
source to learn more about the ancestral hometown. This issue
also included articles on Jewish records and on a trip to Poland
to conduct research while on a visit the ancestral homeland.

The Autumn 1993 issue (Vol. 9, No. 3) had a lengthy article
on the Hessen areas of Germany that included maps and histories
of Hessen-Rheinfels, Hessen—-Marburg, Hessen Kassel, Hessen-
Nassau, Hessen-Darmstadt, Hessen Homburg and the Grand Duchy of
Hessen. Persons with ancestors from this part of Germany should
be knowledgeable about the complex history of this area, and this
article will help. Other topics in this issue include a continu-
ation of a bibliography of published records from Wirttemberg and
an article "Were your Ancestors Dutch or Deutsch?" about the
Dutch people who immigrated to Germany in earlier times. This
article includes a listing of areas where Dutch immigrants
settled and information on the social status of these Dutch.

The Winter 1993 issue (Vol. 9, No. 4) featured a lengthy
article on a pedigree collection from Leipzig which is available
on microfilm through the L.D.S. Family History Library, plus a
continuation of the bibliography of Wiirttemberg records.

(from German Genealogical Digest, Spring, Autumn, Winter 1993)

Forum is the quarterly publication of the Federation of Genealog-
ical Societies. The Winter 1993 issue had several timely arti-
cles: "Courthouse Fire: Disaster or Blessing in Disguise?®", "The
International Genealogical Index (IGI), 1993 Edition," and
updated information on the Civil War soldiers’ registry. How
about promoting October as "Family History Month®"?

(from Forum, Federation of Genealogical Societies, Winter 1993)

Stalkin’ Kin, the quarterly publication of the San Angelo Genea-
logical and Historical Society, exchanges publications with our
GTHS. The Society and its publication focus not only on San
Angelo and Tom Green County but also on 12 neighboring counties:
Glasscock, Sterling, Coke, Runnels, Reagan, Irion, COncho,
Crockett, Schlelcher, Menard, Sutton and Kimble counties. The
February 1994 issue included Wooten Cemetery (Kimble County),
Marriage Records, Subpoenaed Witness Accounts, and Reverse Index
to Deeds and Deeds of Trust (Concho County), and Probate Index
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GTIHS Genealoqgy Section, continued 63

and Commissioners’ Court Minutes (Tom Green County), as well as
other various items from Iron, Menard, and Tom Green counties.
For information, write to the Society at P. O. Box 3453, San
Angelo TX 76902.

(from Stalkin’ Kin, San Angelo Genealogical and Historical
Society, Feb. 1994)

Plum Creek Almanac, semiannual publication of Genealogical and
Historical Society of Caldwell County, in the Fall 1993 issue had
an article on newspapers and newspaper finding aids at the
University of Texas at Austin. Another article "One Hundred
Years in Caldwell County® was the history of the various Caldwell
County lodges of the Order of the Sons of Hermann ("Hermann
Sons®") including names of charter members of seven lodges. The
Spring 1993 issue included articles on research sources in Gonza-
les County and on Texas women in the Runaway Scrape. For infor-
mation on the Society, see next item.

(from Plum Creek Almanac, Genealogical and Historical Society of
Caldwell County, Fall 1993, Spring 1994)

Genealogical and Historical Society of Caldwell County provided a
list of planned program topics for 1994 including: building a
small town archive, preservation of family photographs, and
cemetery research and abandoned cemeteries. Meetings are held on
first Mondays (except June through August) at 7:30 p.m., at the
Luling Southside Club. For information, write to the G&HS of
Caldwell County at 215 S. Pecan Ave., Luling TX 78648.

(from Program Calendar, Genealogical and Historical Society of
Caldwell County)

caldwell County Census publications are a project of the. Genea-
logical and Historical Society of Caldwell County. The 117-page
1860 Census of Caldwell County and the 190-page 1870 Census of
Caldwell County, both with full-name indexes, are priced at
$11.25 each. If both books are mailed together, the price is
$21.50. These prices include tax and shipping fees. Order from
G & H Society of Caldwell County, 215 Pecan, Luling TX 78648.
(from Plum Creek Almanac, Genealogical and Historical Society of
Caldwell County, Fall 1993)

Milam County records are available in two new books. Milam
County Confederate Soldiers’ service records have been published,
including the roster of Milam County Militia, a list of the
soldiers furnished by Milam County to the various units of the
Confederate Army, lists of government employees, and several
petitions with names of early settlers. Copies of Milam County,
Texas, in the Civil War by be ordered from James E. Williams, Rt.
1, Box 864, Milano TX 76556-9759. The cost is $14.81.

150 years of cemetery records in Milam County, Texas, is a
600-page, hardcover book with 162 cemeteries (2,200 graves). A
supplement is now available with 14 additional cemeteries, plus
new burials between 1982 and 1993. The price quoted is $20.00
(presumably for the supplement) but the two books together sell
for $70.00. Contact Perry Holder, p. O. Box 169, Cameron TX
76520.

(from: Texas State Genealogical Society Newsletter, December
1993; Everton’s Genealogical Helper, Jan.-Feb, 1994)
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The Slave States by Frederick Law Olmstead has many sketches of
Germans in Texas before the Civil War. This bit was sent by GTHS
member E. L. "Mickey™ Williams, Jr., of Houston. Look for this
book in your local library.

Miscellaneous Texas Newspaper Abstracts, Vol. VI contains items
abstracted from Galveston Daily News, 1869; Gonzales Inquirer,
1853-54; Georgetown Watchman, 1867-70, and biographical sketches
of some central Texas pilioneers. Prlced at $7.00, this is not a
book, but is a microfiche with reductions of 139 pages. Order
from Michael Kelsey, 905 Duval, Temple TX 76501.

(from Everton’s Genealogical Helper, Jan.-Feb. 1994)

German American Genealggx is a publication of the Immigrant
Genealogical Society with longer articles than those in the
monthly Newsletter. The 24-page Fall 1993 edition carried
articles on Southwest Germany (history and geography of present-
day Baden-Wirttenberg plus Alsace-Lorraine, with information on
record-keeping systems in these places), a research trip to
Wirttemberg, tracing Czech ancestry, a search for Huguenot
ancestors, computer tips, and the surnames appearing in July-
December 1991 issues of FANA. "FANA" is "Familienkundliche
Nachrichten,” a publication of queries included with nearly all
genealogical publications in Germany. For information on Immi-
grant Genealogical Society, write to P. 0. Box 7369, Burbank CA
91510-7369.

(from German American Genealogy, Immigrant Genealogical Society,
Fall 1993)

German Genealogical Society of America’s Newsletter for January
1994 carried Part 3 of its series on "Using the Meyers Gazetteer®
by William J. Toeppe. This particular article focused on "Con-
tending with the Fraktur Typeface Family," the old German printed
typeface. Of interest is a possible origin of the word “Fraktur"
as coming from the Latin meaning "to fracture®™ or "to break." By
comparison with Kursiv or cursive handwriting where the letters
are connected, Fraktur describes a type of script where each
letter was separated or broken apart as in modern-day typing.
Some know Fraktur as a type of American folk art with old German
letterlng on birth and marriage certificates, such as those found
in Pennsylvania. However, the same word, Fraktur, is used to
describe the typeface used in older German documents. This
article goes on to relate the history of the development of
Fraktur, tips on learning to read Fraktur, a comparison of each
letter in Fraktur with the Roman type--all geared to assist the
researcher in using the Meyers Gazetteer. This article even
deals with the use of the "ess-tset"™ and umlauted letters and how
to get your computer keyboard to produce them! For information on
the GGSA and its Newsletter, write to P. 0. Box 291818, Los
Angeles CA 90029.

(from GGSA Newsletter, Jan. 1994)

The Atlantic Bridge to Germany, Volume VIII: Prussia by Charles
M. Hall is now available. Rather than covering the many provinc-
es of Prussia, this book covers Brandenburg, East Prussia, West
Prussia, Pommerania, and Posen. Whereas previous volumes in this
series dealt with one to three provinces, this one deals with
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’ five, each a large geographic area. Previous volumes furnished
dates records begin in each town, but this volume instead gives
the location of the town, as it relates to the Kreis where it is

. (or was) located. Because so many town no longer exist, or their
records no longer exist, the author points the researcher to the
Kreis (district) rather than to the Gemeinde (parish or town) for
records research. Since many parts of these former Prussian
provinces are now in Poland, this book includes a Polish equiva-
lent listing. It also includes fairly detailed maps and lists of
towns with a "code" to find the Kreis. An early list in the book
attempts to give a rough idea of the types of records filmed by
the L.D.S. Family History Library. A review of this book by Gay
P. Kowallis in the Winter 1993 issue of German Genealogical
Digest points out several deficiencies, such as the lack of
diacritic marks on the Polish names; maps showing locations of
the various districts are, not always in correspondence with
districts listed in the Meyers Gazetteer; and the index to the
Gemeinde (Section V) listing places that are not on the maps
(Section 1IV). Kowallis concludes that this book does not contain
a complete list of all places in these five Prussian provinces
and should be used in conjunction with other German and Polish
gazetteers. On the other hand, we feel it is a worthy contribu-
tion as there are so few references readily available to us for
guiding research in this part of Europe. This 286-page, soft-
cover book is available for $25.00 plus $2.50 shipping from
Everton Publishers, P. O. Box 386, Logan UT 84321.

Berlin Document Center In an agreement signed 18 October 1993,
the U.S. government on 1 July 1994 will turn over administration
: of the Berlin Document Center to the German government. This
center houses about 30 million National Socialist documents from
the Nazi era of 1933-45. A Bavarian was ordered to destroy these
documents at the end of World War II, but failed to do so; they
were discovered by a U.S. soldier in a Munich paper mill in April
1945. Additional documents were rescued from a salt mine near
Berchtesgaden. They have been stored by the U.S. in a bunker in
Berlin. The U.S.-German agreement allows the U.S. to microfilm
all the records before turning them over to the Federal Archive
in Koblenz. This archive already holds German records from 1919
to 1935 and other government records up to 1949. After 1 July,
the records will be open to the public according to each coun-
try’s regulations.
(from Immigrant Genealogical Society Newsletter, January 1994)

Australian-German Research Group has been established in Queens-
land, Australia. Thilis new group is collecting family trees from
members of the sponsoring Maryborough District Family History
Society and other persons wishing to contribute information.
They also plan to compile lists of German immigrants to their
area.

> (from Immigrant Genealogical Society Newsletter, December 1993
and odonm Library’s Family Tree, Feb.-Mar. 1994. Gen. Ed.’s note:
no address was given in either published item.)

Polish Surname Directory, second volume, is in preparation. You
may send your surnames and areas of research to Polish Surname
Network, 158 S. Walter Ave., Newbury Park CA 91320-4339.

(from Odom Library’s Family Tree, Feb.-Mar. 1994)
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The Czech Embassy (Czech Republic) has moved to 3900 Spring of
Freedom St. N.W. Washington DC 20008.
(from Immigrant Genealogical Society Newsletter, December 1993)

Czech Immigration Passenger List, Vol. IV lists 20,000 Czech
immigrants arriving at New York between 1847 and 1869. 1In
alphabetical order, it gives names, ages, origin, arrival and
destination information. Priced at $17.95 postpaid, it is
available from the author/compiler Leo Baca, 1707 Woodcreek,
Richardson TX 75082. Previous volumes listed Czech immigrants
landing at Texas ports.

(from Immigrant Genealogical Society Newsletter, January 1994)

To find a picture of the ancestral immigration ship, there are
several libraries and museum you might want to contact. 1In each
case, you must already know the name of the ship, as you will
send the name of the ship and the date and port of arrival. 1In
most cases, the contact will send you a paper (xeroxed) copy of a
photograph or drawing with a price list for ordering a reproduc-
tion photo. GTHS member Leonora W. Wolf reports she had results
from writing to several of these sources and she shares six names
and addresses with us: Steamship Historical Society of America
Collection, University of Baltimore, 1420 N. Charles St., Balti-
more MD 21201-5779, telephone (410) 625-3134; Bancroft Library,
University of California, Berkeley CA 94720; Mariners’ Museun,
Newport News VA 23606, telephone (804) 595-0368; Mystic Seaport
Museum, Blunt White Library, Mystic CT 06355, telephone (203)
572-0711; Peabody Museum of Salem, East India Square, Salem MA
01970, telephone (617) 745-1876; Deutsches Schiffhartmuseum,
Georgstr. 19, D-27570 Bremerhaven, Germany.

After receipt of this information from Mrs. Wolf, we noted a
brief article in Everton’s Genealogical Helper by Michael Palmer
of the German Genealogical Society of America, listing four of
Mrs. Wolf’s six suggestions. This article also gives several
bibliographic references for locating a photograph or drawing of
a ship. These include: Passenger Ships of the World, Past and
Present by Eugene Waldo Smith (Boston: G. H. Dean Co., 1963);
North Atlantic Seaway, An Illustrated History of the Passenger
Services Linking the 0ld World with the New by N. R. P. Bonsor
(Newton Abbott, England: Brookside Publications, 1975); Ships of
Our Ancestors by Michael J. Anuta (reprint, Baltimore: Genealogi-
cal Publishing Co., 1993) (your GTHS Genealogy Editor has used
this one); The Naval Institute Guide to Maritime Museums of North
America by Robert H. Smith (Annapolis: Naval Institute Press,
1990); and American and Canadian Maritime Museums by Joseph M.
Stanford (Croton-on-Hudson, NY: Sea History Press, 1990). See if
your library has these or can obtain them through interlibrary
loan.

(from letter from Leonora W. Wolf and Everton’s Genealogical
Helper, January/February 1994) ‘

Texas State Genealogical Society has new officers for 1994-95.
The new president is Jean Heggemeier, 2759 Fair Oaks, Odessa TX
79762.

(from TSGS Newsletter, December 1993)
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) New genealogical bulletin board service is available from Ameri-
can Genealogical Lending Library. If you have a computer with a
modem and want to subscribe to this BBS, call the AGLL sales

. department at (801) 298-5446 or (800) 305-AGLL and subscribe
electronically. A free five-minute demonstration of the AGLL-BBS
can be seen by calling (801) 299-0087.

(from AGLL news release)

AEKRRKRRRIIRRRRKRARARRAIARRAARRRARARARARAARARRRRRAAARR AR AL AR kA hhk
NEWS ABOUT GENEALOGICAL CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS

National Genealogical Society’s 1994 Conference in the States, 1-
4 June 1994, Houston TX. Hosted by Clayton Library Friends, the
conference is supported by some 15 Texas local genealogical and
ethnic heritage societies, including GTHS. These national-level
conferences are always worthwhile, as they have a variety of
presentations plus the opportunity to browse all the exhibits of
books and supplies. With the theme, "Exploring a Nation of
Immigrants,” the conference will surely have numerous sessions
dealing with ethnic family research. For a conference brochure,
write to: 1994 NGS Conference in the States, 4527 17th Street,
North, Arlington VA 22207-2399. Many of our GTHS members will
want to assist with arrangements in Houston. To volunteer your
services, write to Conference Committee, 2507 Tannehill, Houston
TX 77008-3052, or call (713) 864-6862.

Samford University's Institute of Geneal and Historical
Research (now in its 30th year!), 12-17 June 1994 in Birmingham
AL. This year’s specialized topic is "American Migrations from
’ Sea to Shining Sea." For information, contact Joan Kirchman
Mitchell, Ph.D., Director, SU-IGHR, Samford University lerary,
Blrmlngham AL 35229, or call (205) 870-2780. Enrollment is
limited.

National Conference of the Palatines To America, 16-18 June 1994
in Morgantown WV. All persons who research German-speaking
ancestry are welcome. For information, write to Pal-Am, Capital
University, Box 101P, Columbus OH 43209-2394, or call (614) 236-
8281.

Genealogical Institute of Texas, 25-29 June 1994, at Richardson
TX. This (second annual) institute emphasizes hands-on instruc-
tional techniques with extensive class/instructor interaction.
Students choose one course for the five-day perlod with optional
educational and social activities in the evenings. For informa-
tion or a brochure, contact: Mary Reid Warner, Director, Genea-
logical Institute of Texas, P. O. Box 799004 Box 118, Dallas TX
75379, or call (214) 233-9248.

National Institute on Genealogical Research, 11-15 July 1994,

. Washington DC. This is an intensive, full-week of study utiliz-
ing the facilities and records of the National Archives plus
other outstanding resources in the Washington area. For a

a brochure, write to: NIGR, P. O. Box 14274, Washington DC 20044-
4274.
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1994 Heritage Seminar Series will feature German/Eastern Europe
as the topic, 4-11 September 1994 in Salt Lake City. Other
topics include: Southern States Research (13 March-20 March),
British Isles Research (17-24 April), and North American Research
(2-9 October), all in Salt Lake 01ty. Professional genealogists
will speak in morning classroom sessions, and each afternoon,
attendees can conduct their own research at the L.D.S. Family
History Library under the tutelage of professional genealoglsts.
For information, write to Heritage Consulting and Services, P. O.
Box 4152, Salt Lake City UT 84110, telephone (801) 565-8046 or
FAX (801) 359-9355.

German Genealogical Digest Research Seminar, 9-15 Sept. 1994, in
Salt Lake City. Held at the Howard Johnson Hotel next to the
Family History Center, this seminar includes instruction, consul-
tation, and assistance by Larry O. Jensen and Laraine K. Ferguson
on a number of topics vital to German genealogical researchers.
For information, write to German Genealogical Digest Seminars,
245 North Vine, No. 106, Salt Lake City UT 84103. Hurry, the
final payment is due by 1st of June.

"Climbing Your Family Tree Can Be Fun" workshops sponsored by
Everton’s, publishers of Genealog49a1 Helper, travel around the
country. Scheduled for later in 1994 are these in Texas:

10 September 1994, Stephens County Genealogical Society, contact
Tom B. Ward, 200 Ridge Road, Breckenridge TX 76424, (817) 559-
2723.

13 September 1994, Garland Genealogical Society, contact Jane
Power, 2118 Wall St., Garland TX 75041, (214) 864-1710.

(from: Genealogical Helper, Jan.-Feb. 1994)

Federation of Genealogical Societies’ Conference, 12-15 October
1994, in Richmond VA. The theme is "On to Richmond! Four Centu-
ries of Family History." Program and registration information
will be available in Spring 1994 by writing to: "On to Richmond,"
Federation of Genealogical Societies, P. O. Box 3385, Salt Lake
City UT 84110-3385, or by calling Karen Maurer Green at (409)
740-0138. The 1995 FGS Conference will be held in Seattle WA,
20-23 September 1995.

(from FGS Forum, Winter 1993)

khkkhkhkhkhkhkhkhhhkhkhhhhhhkkhhhkhhkhhkhkhhkhkhhkhhhhkkhkhhhkkkhhkhhkkhkhkhkkhkhkhhhhkkik

FROM OUR MEMBERS

The following section was compiled by your Genealogy Editor
from the information received from our members. If you have an
interest in any of the families mentioned, write directly to the
member. To have your story or query appear in a future issue,
write to your Genealogy Editor, Theresa Gold, 106 Ranchland, San
Antonio TX 78213. Items are published free of charge for mem-
bers. For non—-members, there is a $5.00 query fee.

If you wish to submit a longer article for publication,
please be sure it is camera-ready. The manuscript specifications
are: materials must be typed, single spaced, on 8.5" by 11" white
paper. Because of concerns as to the length of the Journal, we
suggest that such articles be limited to two pages.
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Although every effort is made to publish reliable and
historical resource material, the GTHS Genealogy Editor does not
accept responsibility for errors in fact or judgement in the
: materials submitted by members for publication. This holds also
for spelling of names of persons and of places in Germany; unless
a family or place name falls within the previous personal re-
search experience of the Genealogy Editor, the spelling is used
as submitted by the member.

New addresses for members: Two members have shared their new
addresses with us. Eugenia Krause is now at 820 Ridgefield,
Plano TX 75075. Diane Bridges is now at 203 Quail Crossing,
Grand Prairie TX 75052. Eugenia is putting her Kleykamp and
Geistman lines on a Macintosh computer, and Diane sent informa-
tion to add to the item in GTHS Journal, issue #3 for 1993, that
the Meissner immigrants settled in and around Giddings and
Brenham and she thinks they are buried in Lee County.

Evie McNutt P. O. Box 1731, Euless TX 76039 hopes to obtain some
information on her husband’s great-grandfather, Louis Bethke. A
Texas State Historical Marker in the community of Shive, Hamilton
County, lists him as one of the first German settlers to that
area. Although the earlier settlers came in the 1870s, Bethke
arrived there in 1885, along with other German settlers, August
Kelm, Albert Kunkel, Paul Neese, and Joe Schwartz. Evie has
found the famlly in the 1910 census, which shows Louis, his wife
Violena, and children Paul, Lena (Helena), Harry, Eliza (Elsie),
Willie, and Ida, ages 19 to 4 years. Elvie’s husband’s grandfa-
ther, Ernest, age 22, was working as a hired hand for W. H.
Thompson. He later married Vina Thompson and they had two
daughters, but they divorced when the girls were young. Ernest
then married Elise May Monthay, also of German descent. They
resided in Malone, near Hillsboro, until ill health forced them
to move to Tarrant County to be nearer their adult children.

This Louis Bethke was born in 1857 in Germany. His wife, Pauline
or Violena S al, was born in 1860, also in Germany. She died
in 1911 in Hamilton County. In addition to the children enumer-
ated in the 1910 census, Paul and Pauline (or Violena) Bethke had
Martha, born in 1881, who married Richard Kruger; Helena, born
1882 (the same or a different person as listed in the 1910
census?); Sophie, birth date unknown; and Otto, born 1887. The
daughter Elsie, born 1900, married John Waggoner; and Ida, born
1905, married August Seilheimer. Elvie is interested in knowing
about the German origins of this family and further information
on the previous generations.

E. L. "Mickey" Williams 1122 0ld Mill Lane, Houston TX 77073
inquires if anyone has information about the Wilhelm Schneider
family of the Cat Spring-Millheim area of Austin County. He is
interested in Wilhelm’s daughters and a third Schneider womnan.

N The first is Julia A. Schneider, daughter of Wilhelm Schneider
and widow of Valentine Rau, who married Wilhelm Keuffel. They
had five known children: Carl, otto, Ida, Martha, and William L.

» E. Keuffel. The second person is Minna Schneider, also a daugh-
ter of Wilhelm, who married Rudolph Goebel and had five known
children: Olga, Bertha, George, Clara, and Julius Goebel. The
third woman is also named Minna Schneider, but from a later time.
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In 1871, she married Joachim Hintz, and they had eight children,
names unknown.

Emma Jean Senkel Nelson 205 Royal Oaks Circle, Longwood FL 32779
is a Texan by birth with two German parents. Her grandparents,
Gus and Caroline (Weiss) Senkel and family came from Germany when
Emma Jean’s father was age 14. They left from Bremen aboard the
ship "Nuerenberg,”" landed in New York on 25 May 1883, and boarded
the ship "San Marcos" for a second landing at Galveston. The
family settled in East Bernard, where the family practiced the
Methodist religion. Her maternal grandparents settled near
Industry. Although she has been working on the various lines of
family history for a number of years, she has a "missing link"
which puzzles her. Her grandfather’s brother, Bernie Kenkel,
born about 1871 in Spremberg, Germany, left home at age 20 and
was never heard from again. Family tradition holds that he did
call once "from Washington,™ but no one remembers if it was from
Washington DC or Washington State! She has tried to locate him
or his descendants, but to no avail. If anyone knows of this
Senkel or others by that name that might just be related, please
write to Emma Jean.

Leonora Wolf P. O. Box 310584, New Braunfels TX 78131-0584 is
studying a group of Lutheran pastors in Texas. She is looking
for more information on the family background and descendants of
five of them. Marcus Max Ernst Baudler, born in Unterlind,
Thuringia, on 1 August 1885. He married Augusta Marek in Germany
and they came to the U.S. in 1911. He served at Castell and
Deanville/Caldwell, and died 10 July 1953. Johannes Martin
Bergner was born 10 Sept 1884 at Gera, Thuringia. On 16 August
1909 he married Mina Schnautz of Siegen. He served at Wallburg
(Georgetown) and Cuero, and died 11 October 1943. Heinrich R.
Daude was born 16 Feb 1850, but where? He came to Texas in 1879,
served at Pflugerville, Killeen, Temple and Buckholts, and died
24 Nov 1924 at Killeen. August Dziewas was born 8 June 1856 in
Altpreusen. On 30 October 1906 he married Augusta Psola of
Germany. He served at El1 Campo, Malone, Killeen and West Taylor,
and died 18 October 1940. John (Johan) F. Frehner came to Texas
in 1868 and served at Arneckeville, Quihi, Weimar, McDade and
Monthalia.

Mildred Luke 9718 Bevlyn Dr., Houston TX 77025 is interested in
her grandmother, Emma Foyt, daughter of Bernard Siemer and Meta
Frericks. Bernard came to Texas in 1867 by ship through Galves-
ton with his wife, Meta, and Meta’s mother, Sophia Frericks, or
Friedrich. Both Bernard and Meta were born in Oldenburg, he in
either 1841 or 1844, she in 1842. He died in 1900, she in 1897;
both are buried in the old Methodist cemetery at Industry. They
had two children: John Bernard, dates unknown, but he died at age
17-18; and Emma, born 1871, died 1966, married 1888. Mildred
would appreciate any help in learning more about this family.

James V. Clark 2401 Forest Bend Dr., Austin TX 78704 has two
versions of his family history with discrepancies that he would
like to resolve. Bertha Masur wrote in the publication Caldwell
County, Where Roots Intertwine, that Joseph Masur and his wife,
Josephine (Hannig) lived in Lindenau, Silesia. Josephine had two
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brothers, Joseph and Frank Hannig, who had migrated to the U.S.
They wrote such glowing reports of America as the land of oppor-
tunity that Joseph and Josephine packed up their possessions,
converted their money to gold, and set sail with their four
children. The eldest was a daughter, Otilia, and the three sons
were Joseph, Jr., Henry (James’ grandfather), and Edward. Edward
said that his father must have been very uncomfortable on the
trip as he spent the whole time with $2500 in gold coins strapped
around his waist! On 29 June 1873 the Masurs moved to Lockhart
where Frank Hannig was living. According to this version, the
Masurs landed at Galveston. While James feels that this is
substantially correct, there is no known documentation. An
alternate version written by Lois Rife Masur says that the Masurs
came from Alsace-Lorraine and that they landed at Indianola, went
first to Austin and then to Lockhart. James would like any
information to reconcile these two versions.

Odessa Mickan Blumberg 418 Breckenridge, Corpus Christi TX 78408
has done extensive research on her great uncle, William Bielss
and his wife, Augusta. William was born 3 March 1847 in Bisch-
dorf, Germany. He came to Texas in 1872 and lived near Pfluger-
ville in Travis County. Later, in 1880, he moved his family to
San Antonio, where they lived on Diaz Street. They had seven
children: Alma, Anna, Paul, Frida, Meta, William and Alfred.
Augusta and her older daughters were seamstresses at a shirt
' factory. The last information received was that Frida Bielss had
married a George W. Brown and they had a daughter named Erna.
William died 29 March 1891 and is buried in the Sons of Hermann
cemetery in San Antonio. Odessa has not located his actual
burial place nor has she found any of his descendants. She would

welcome any information about this family.
REREXRRRERERERRRRRRERARRERRRRRRRRRARRRAR AR AR ARk kA ki hhk

GTHS MEMBERS’ GENEALOGICAL EXCHANGE

Members are encouraged to use this colum format in sending information
for the Journal. It gives readers the names, areas, and other facts "“at a
glance.® Note: Please send all three types of information: origin in
Germany, Texas County settled, and religion; if any item is unknown, enter a
"?". The "origin in Germany" may be given as broadly or as specifically as
known. Place and family names are published as furnished by the contributors.

Researching Origin in Tex. County Religion
Surnames Germany Settled

MEMBER: Judi Towe Koehl, P. O. Box 1424, Huntsville TX 77342 (409) 291-3090

K6hl /Koehl Alsace Colorado/Fayette Catholic
Birkmann/Berkman ? Fayette Lutheran?
Ellerbush/Ellerbusch ? Fayette Lutheran?
Meyer Baden Fayette Catholic?
Schwarding ? Fayette Catholic

* fauth Bavaria Gonzales Protestant
Bongard French-Canadian McLennan Protestant

Kuhnle Wirttemberg McLennan Protestant
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Researching Origin in Tex. County Religion
Surnames Germany Settled

MEMBER: Wilma Seilheimer Mai, HC 1, Box 360, Sharon Springs KS 67758 (913)
852-4455

Seilheimer Mainz, Hessen- Hamilton Am. Lutheran
Darmstadt
Buth ? Coryell Am. Lutheran

MEMBER: Victoria Y. Smith, 11827 Prairie Ave., Hebron IL60034 (815) 648-2551

Tausch Charlottenberg Comal#* Protestant
Meckel Dillenberg Comal Protestant
Kreitz Roétgen bei Aachen Comal¥* Protestant
Preusser Neesbach Comal probably Prot.

*Tausch and Kreitz were 1845 founders of New Braunfels

MEMBER: Ruth Ann Kusenberger, HCR 3, Lot 30, Quail Run III, Del Rio TX 78840
(210) 775-1345

Graf Achern, Baden Victoria Catholic
Kusenberger Horessen, Nassau Gillespie Catholic
Burg Horessen, Nassau Gillespie Catholic
. Rudinger Heideren, Alsace Medina Catholic
Sesselmann ? in Bavaria Victoria Catholic
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FAMILY REUNIONS

Cayce Family The next Cayce Family Reunion will be held on 1 and
2 July 1994 at the high school in Franklin, Williamson County,
Tennessee. The previous reunion, on 2 and 3 July 1993, had 118
persons in attendance. For more information, contact Muriel
Vaughan, 3209 Breeze Terrace, Austin TX 78722-1911.

Siegert, Beckmann, Schmidt, Garling, Mewis, Schultz, Kulow,
Kohlhoff and other branches will hold a reunion on 12 June 1994,
noon to 4:00 p.m., at Cat Spring Agricultural Hall, 11 miles
west of Sealy, on F.M. Road 1094. those attending are asked to
bring a covered dish and a dessert. Coffee and tea will be
served, and other drinks may be purchased. Family stories and
history will be shared, and entertainment is planned. Serving on
the reunion committee are Lucille Siegexmt Ricke, Dorothy Siegert
Storenski, and Earl James Siegert. Sent by Lucille Siegert
Ricke, 1302 Overhill, Houston TX 77018.

Scheel Family Reunion will be held Sunday, 1 May 1994, 11:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. at the Saengerhalle, Clear Springs, on S.H. 46,
between New Braunfels and Seguin. Invited are all descendants of
Bernhard Joseph Scheel and his children, Caroline Schneider
Seibert, Robert, Phillipina Ulit, Wilhelm, Friedrich (Fritz),
Petronella Luersen, Herman, Korlman (Carl), and Marie Franciska
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3 Kaupert. Those attending should bring a covered dish in a
quantity to serve their own family. A charge of $2.00 covers
coffee, tea, plates, utensils, and hall rental. Beer and sodas

. will be available for purchase. Relatives are urged to bring old
photographs and the latest family information for updating the
family tree. For more information, contact Lillian Schneider
(210) 922-9190. Sent by Clarence Scheel, Colorado Springs CO,
and Bernice Scheel Friesenhahn, San Antonio TX.

Hoelscher-Buxkemper Family will hold its 40th anniversary bienni-
al reunion Saturday and Sunday, 25 and 26 June 1994, at the Bell
County Exposition Center, Belton, with the usual 1,000 or more
expected to attend. Saturday allows time for visiting and
exploring the display of family photographs and memorabilia
before supper service and a family dance in the evening. Sun-
day’s schedule calls for Mass concelebrated by family members,
dinner, and a meeting with recognitions of the oldest, youngest,
etc. Newer reunion traditions include a raffle and the sale of
T-shirts, caps and other items with with the family’s emblen.

For information, contact Shirley Hoelscher Burk (817) 986-8353 or
your GTHS Genealogy Editor.

To have news of your family reunion appear in the Journal, send
the item to your Genealogy Editor, 106 Ranchland, San Antonio TX
78213
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hd BOOK REVIEWS

Address Book for Germanic Genealogy, Fifth Edition, by Ermest Thode, 8.5" by
11", 174 pages, paperback, published in 1994 by Genealogical Publishing Co.,
1001 N. Calvert, Baltimore MD 21202-3897 (1-800-296-6687). $24.95 plus $3.00

postage.

As this is the fifth edition of Ermest Thode’'s address book, it is even
more up-to-date and complete than the fourth edition published as recently as
1991.

As one might expect, it includes addresses for archives (mumicipal in
Germany, Austria and Switzerland, religious, national, regional, and special-
ized), libraries (national and regional), genealogical and historical organi-
zations, publishers, museums, and genealogists in Germany. But, it includes
much more. Those addresses cover not only Germany, but other parts of Europe
of interest. The first section covers German-related genealogical and
historical societies outside Germany--including our own GTHS, nicely updated
with our box number address in Austin, although the author persists in calling
us the German-Texas Heritage Society. Most listings include a brief message
about the scope of the organization (for GTHS: state historical, genealogical,
and cultural society for Germans in Texas; physical location at German Free

. School, 507 E. 10th St., Austin).
But, there is still more. These addresses for German-related organiza-
tions outside Germany are included to assist researchers to locate pertinent
N records at home before attempting research in Germany. Likewise, there are
chapters on U.S. and other archives (mainly federal and other national, but
includes the Texas Seaport Museum in Galveston), German-American religious
organizations, sellers and importers of German books, German-language news-
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papers in the U.S., and foreign offices in North America (for example, the
German consulates with addresses, but just the names of the cities that have
honorary consuls, omitting San Antonio entirely). It also includes addresses
for map sources, and ship and riverboat records sources. At the end are three
form letters in German and English for use in corresponding with a church or
civil registration office in Germany as well as an "all purpose” form letter
to send to a genealogist, archive, or organization--plus a page of useful
phrases for inserting in form letters. Perhaps the most useful are these two:
"leider kamn ich kein Deutsch,® and "Mein Brief kommt aus einem Buch.”

A complete revision was necessitated not only by the comprehensive
change in postal codes in Germany as of 1 July 1993, but also by the recent
political changes in parts of Eastern Europe, including the former Soviet
Union, Yugoslavia, and Czechoslovakia. Thus, this fifth edition has the
updated postal codes for Germany, at least most of them, we hope. According
to the author’s introduction, in a few cases he was unable to ascertain an
exact postal code, so he gave a "generic" postal code for a city using the
first three digits. Another problem he encountered was the likely change of
name in the former German Democratic Republic for such streets as Karl-Marx-
Allee. If the postal code he gives is not exactly correct, he says, "we must
trust the German postal system to know the new local street names or the new
local post office box numbers.® The author also admits to omitting the
diacritical markings for names in the Czech, Hungarian, Polish and Estonian
languages as he does not have access to a type font with those marks. (As in
the fourth edition, he does not use the umlauted vowels but inserts an "e"
instead and uses "ss" for "f#.") We would expect that such a monumental
undertaking as the Address Book for Germanic Genealogy would have been able to
surmount both of these problems before going to press.

At times the arrangement within a chapter is mystifying. It appears to
be alphabetical, but not strictly, nor is it in zip code order, not in
alphabetical order by state. If a person had the name of an office, but
wanted to find the current address and correct postal code, it would take
quite a while to locate it. Nevertheless, the amount of information contained
in this one volume is impressive, and it is a book that should be on the
reference shelf of anyone who does extensive German genealogical research
and/or correspondence. It certainly should be included in the holdings of
every library in the state of Texas.

A copy of this book has been donated to our GTHS office library.

dkkkkkk

New Netherland Roots by Gwernn F. Epperson, 5.5" by 8.75", 176 pages, cloth-
bound, published by Genealogical Publishing Co., 1001 N. Calvert, Baltimore MD
21202-3897 (1-800-296-6687). $20.00 plus $3.00 postage.

The author has traced several ancestors from the Dutch settlement of New
Netherlands (today, New York and New Jersey) to several countries of Europe.
Although many of these Colonial settlers came "from Amsterdam” and had lived
in The Netherlands for several years prior to emigration to the Colonies, they
had lived previously in other areas of western Europe.

Her purpose is to demonstrate how a person can trace such 17th century
American ancestors back to European origins without traveling abroad and
without even knowing a foreign language by using resources available in the
U.S. Records available to her included account books that are the equivalent
of passenger lists, church marriage records, and early-day court records, in
addition to the many European records microfilmed by the L.D.S. and thus
available locally to researchers. Some of these records have been abstracted
and published, and she points out the shortcomings of such publications. She
also explains what she has learned about Dutch naming practices, the impor-
tance of glossaries, diéeionaries] Gword lLists|cgazetteers and maps.

]
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In the fourth chapter, "Finding and Searching European Parish Regis-
ters," are found case studies of seven families whose actual origins were
found to have been in Germany, Belgium, France and Scandinavia, in addition to
The Netherlands. Several of these had children’s baptisms recorded in both
Protestant and Catholic church records, and the author postulates reasons why
this had happened. Her arguments are credible concerning the presence or
absence of births, deaths and marriages during the years of missing church
records. Four appendices reprint articles previously published on these
families.

At first glance, this book on 17th century New Netherlands colonists
might seem to have little relevance for our German Texans. But, the research
strategy revealed throughout is certainly relevant for anyone contemplating
extensive research in Germany and neighboring areas.

A copy of this book has been donated to our GTHS office library.
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SEILHEIMER, BUTH, LANDUA, ROLFING FAMILIES
By Wilma Seilheimer Mai
HC 1, Box 360, Sharon Springs, Kansas 67758

I am the granddaughter of John Seilheimer and Louise
BUTH Seilheimer. John was born 25 February 1873 in
Mainz, Hessen Darmstadt. He came to the US, arriving
in New York 20 October 1889. His ship was listed as

, “The Harwando®” on his Declaration of Intent, but the
National Archives was unable to find any records of that
ship. He lived in Hamilton County.

He married Louise BUTH in Bosque County on 10 October
1899, and they had 8 children. John died 20 May 1960
and is buried in Hamilton County.

John's parents were Phillip and Anna LANDUA Seilheimer.
All I know of them is that they are buried in the Clifton
Cemetery in Bosque County. I have not looked there

for their records.

Louise BUTH was born 25 May 188! in Germany and came to
the US in 1884. She lived in Coryell County until her
marriage. She died 13 April 1913, Her father was
Fredrick Buth who was born 4 October 1848 in Germany.

I do not know her mother’'s nawe or anything about her.
Fredrich had 5 daughters during his first marriage:
Louise Seilheimer, Hanna Sohm, Matilda Schultz, Betty
Kreger and Albertine Hennig.

On 20 March 1888 Fredrich mafried Charlotte ROLFING
Pope and had 5 more children.

- Besides the above mentioned missing information, | am
interested in tracing these two families back to
Germany as far as possible.

Sources of information have been US Census Records,
church and cemetery records as well as family. St.
John’s Lutheran Church in Coryell City burned, so early
records of the Buth fawilv were destreyed. I could not
find Fredrich Buthi'soDeelarationiofsodntent in Coryvell
County.
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GOTTLIEB & CAROLINE (PICH) STICHLER

Gottlieb Stichler and his wife, Caroline (Pich) Stichler, emigrated
from the Port of Bremen on September 25, 1859, and arrived at the Port
of Galveston on December 10, 1859, on the Vessel Adolphine.

Gottlieb Stichler was born in Anhalt, Prussia, on May 5, 1818;
Caroline was born on October 18, 1828, also in Anhalt.

The Stichler family farmed about 200 acres located in the Tyler
League, Austin County, Texas, from 1860 until 1880.

Texas Confederate Military Service Records show that Gottlieb
Stichler served for three months starting January 1963, in the Brenham
area under A. Wangemann.

The 1870 Census enumerates Gottlieb and his wife Caroline, and six
children: Friederike (age 19), Carl (age 17), Caroline ({(age 15},
Hermine (age 13), Mary (age 6) and Anna (age 3 months) living in Industry.

The Gottlieb Stichler family owned extensive acreage in Fayette,
Bastrop, and Bee Counties.

The family moved to the Freyburg area (near Schulenburg, Texas) in
Fayette County in the 1880’s. They were among the first members of the
Freyburg Methodist Church. Gottlieb Stichler gave a gold coin to purchase
the church bell.

Rev. Ott bought the bell and had engraved inside it the Bible
verse, "Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest," Matthew 11:28. He mounted it in the school building
which was first used as a church, where it remained until the church
building was constructed. The bell still hangs in the bell tower, and
rings every second Sunday to welcome members to worship.

Gottlieb Stichler died May 13, 1895, at the age of 77 years. His
wife, Caroline, died May 19, 1902, at the age of 72 years. Both
Gottlieb and Caroline (Pich) Stichler are interred at Salem Memorial
Cemetery, Freyburg, Texas.

The children of Gottlieb and Caroline Stichler were Ehrhardt
Friederike (Mrs. Julius Hill), Charles "Karl" (grandfather of Hilda
Stichler Graf), Caroline Friederike (Mrs. Anton Muller), Hermine (Mrs.
Paul Jenssen), Maria (Mrs. Paul Jenssen), Anna (Mrs. John Richter), and
and Frieda (Mrs. Willie Kortlang).

This document is submitted by Darlene Graf Quiring, 911 Holly Hill
Drive, Sugar Land, Texas 77478, the great great grandaughter of Gottlieb
and Caroline (Pich) Stichler.

@

HENRY & MARIE (ESCHENBURG) GRAF

geinrich (Henry) Graf was a native of Freyenstein, Kingdom of
Pruss:La5 who emigrated from the Port of Hamburg on September 1, 1856,
and arrived at the Port of New Orleans on November 1, 185s6.
Henry and his brother, Friedrich, were both born near Berlin,
Germany. Henry was born on April 13, 1829; Friedrich was born on
Octgber 28, 1830. Friedrich emigrated from the Port of Hamburg and
arrived at the Port of Galveston on May 10, 1859.
' The 1860 Census enumerates Henry Graf as a 30 year old farmer :
in Plum Grove, Texas. In the same household is Friedrich, age 28.
On November 9, 1860, Henry married Marie B. Eschenburg. Henry
was 31 years old while Marie was 17. Marie, the daughter of Ludwig ’
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Henry & Marie (Eschenburg) Graf, continued

and Mary Eschenburg, was born August 9, 1843, in Prussia. The 1860
Census enumerates the Ludwig Eschenburg family also in Plum Grove.

The Henry Graf family was among the first German settlers in
the High Hill area (near Schulenbureg) in Fayette County, Texas. They
moved there during the 1860’'s and farmed 200 acres in the Counsel League.

The 1870 Census enumerates Henry, his wife Mary, sons Henry
(age 8), Gustav (age 6), Friedrich (age 4), and daughter Anna (age 1).

Henry Graf (Sr.) died of pneumonia on January 23, 1872, at age 42,
leaving his young widow Marie (age 29) and four small children.

On February 18, 1873, Friedrich Graf married his brother’'s widow,
Marie. Although they had no children, Friedrich and Marie together
reared the four children born to Henry and Marie.

The Graf family owned substantial acreage in the J. Paine,

R. Smith, J. Counsel, and J. Bartlett Leagues in the High Hill and
Freyburg areas where they farmed and raised cattle and sheep.

At age 51 Marie Graf died on April 21, 1894, twenty-two years
following the death of her first husband, Henry.

The 1900 Census enumerates Friedrich Graf (age 69), Friedrich
"Fritz" Graf (age 33), and Anna Graf Seydler (Mrs. Friedrich A.
Seydler) in the High Hill area. All are shown as widow or widower.

Friedrich Graf lived with Friedrich "Fritz" Graf and his wife,
Bertha, until his death on October 30, 1919, at age 89. He died 25
years after the death of his wife, Marie.

Henry (Sr.), Friedrich, and Marie (Eschenburg) Graf are interred
at the 01d High Hill Cemetery near Schulenburg.

The children of Henry and Marie (Eschenburg) Graf were Henry (Jr.),
Gustav, Friedrich "Fritz" (father of Arthur Graf), and Anna (Mrs. Paul
Stuercke).

This document is submitted by Darlene Graf Quiring, 911 Holly Hill
Drive, Sugar Land, Texas 77478, great grandaughter of Henry and Marie
(Eschenburg) Graf.

Sedcdedciock ikl it doioiokdoioiciiciciok ekt dcloioindeloiciciocicde ek doko e dcieiedeiecdok
CAT SPRING BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES AVAILABLE

I have short biographical notes for persons of most of the following surnames as found in the
book The Cat Spring Story by the Cat Spring Agricultural Society in 1956; Lone Star Printing
Company of San Antonio, Texas. Clayton Library call number is GEN 976.4 C357. Most notes are
for inmigrants of the mid 1800s. I will send the notes to any interested person; SASE not
necessary. Mickey Williams, 1122 0ld Mill Lane, Houston TX 77073.

AMSLER, AMTHOR, BAADE, BAUCH, BER@GYANN, BESCHONER, BLASCHKE, BOSSHAMMER, BOSTICK BRAESICKE,
BREIDEL, BRETSCHNEIDER, BROSIG, BRUNE, BUCHTIEN, BUNTZEL, CLARKE, CONSTANT, CORNELIUS,
DABELGOTT, DIPPEL, DITTERT, DITIMANN, DITTMAR, DROSS, BECKELBERG, ECKHARDT, ENGELKING, ERWIN,
EWALD, EWALT, FLATO, FROEBEL, FUCHS, GAEDECKE, GLAUM, GLOR, GOEBEL, GOLLER, GROSS, GUITTARD,
HACKBARTH, HAGEMANN, HARTMANN, HASSLER, HEIN, HEINICKE, HESS, HILLBOLDT, HIMLEY, HINTZ, HOLLIEN,
HORAK, HUBER, JOHN, JOHSE, JOUSAN, (JUZAN of Mobile Terr. elsewhere), KARGER, KEDING, KEUFFEL,
KINKLER, KLEBERG, KLOSS, KLUEVER, KOLLHOFF, KOY, KRANCHER, KRETZSCHMAR, KROENER, KVETON, LAAS,
LANGE, LADIG, LANGHAMMER, LESHIKAR, LIERMANN, LITZMANN, LUEDECKE, LYNCH, MAETZE, MALECEK,
MEIER, MEISTER, MEISTERLIN, MERSMANN, MICHAELIS, MUELLER, NAGEL, NECKER, OLDAG, PACHER, PLESS,
POTHAST, PRAUSE, RAMM, RAU, REIBENSTEIN, REICHARDT, REGENBRECHT, (There are others R-Z in the
book but not in my files.) Others mentioned: BENZUNG, BOLTON, BRADEN, BROSIG, CULPEPPER,
DENISCH, GEISTMANN, HENGST, JORDT, KORNSTEINER, KORTZBUE, LITZMAR, MARZ/MERZ , MEYER, MIMLY,
NEIHUS/NEIHAUS, ORDNER, PESSERCHEK, SCHABERDA, SCHILLER, SCHIMERA, SIEGERT, TRENCKMANN, WEIGEL,
WENMOHS, WILBURG, ZAPP. (There are other surnames, for wives, not recorded here.) Same of those
listed went early to other places.
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BEINHORN FAMILY: Home at Last

It has been a lengthy journey with tortuous detours, wrong turns and
sometimes a mishap on Genealogy Road, but we have finally made it home;
Alte Hof Nr. 12, Osloss, Niedersachen, Deutschland, dating back to 1566.
Previous articles concerning this Beinhorn Family journey were published
in the "GTHS JOURNAL" as follows: Page 61, Volume XIII, Number 1, Spring
1991/ Page 59, Volume XIV, Number 1, Spring, 1992/ Page 123, Volume XIV,
Number 2, Summer 1992/ and Page 239, Volume XIV, Fall, 1992.

We could not actually document what the relationship of our Great-grand
father, Christian, was to the other five Beinhorns that he immigrated
with to Texas in 1853, but we believed all were very closely related.
After receiving information from a genealogist and a church in the area
mentioned above, we contacted the "Immigrant Genealogical Society, P.O.
Box 7369, Burbank, CA., 91510-7369" for telephone book listings for Bein-
horns in Osloss and Wolfsburg. For a small fee they sent copies of phone
book pages that included two Beinhorns in Osloss and three in Wolfsburg.
I wrote letters to all five in the fall of 1991.

We received an encouraging reply from Heinrich Beinhorn of Osloss 6 April,
1992. He stated in his letter that "you will be glad to learn that your
information is the same as we have in our books and we are indeed related".
He also mentioned that their records went back into the 16th century and
that they would send copies of all their records as soon as possible.
I answered within a month and also sent a Christmas card in December 1992.
We next received a letter along with pictures of house and grounds from
Heinrich 1 October, 1993. He said they had not forgotten us, but his wife,
Margarete, was very busy assembling the family information to send to
us and it would be on the way shortly. The pictures were great! The house
is a very large three story "Fach Werk" and the lawns and flower beds
are beautiful. In early November I answered their letter and sent along
a Christmas card, some pictures of our place and some cash for postage.

December 27, 1993, we received a large mailing envelope with 27 Mark Post-
age on it from Heinrich and Margarete. Inside was ‘a letter, a Christmas
card, an aerial photo of Osloss and 85 typewritten pages of Beinhorn His-
tory! It is in German, but Thank God for the typist! I don't think I could
handle 85 pages of 01d German Script. The 5" X 7" aerial photo shows Osloss
to be a village about ten blocks long by five blocks wide with the Aller
River flowing along one side and beautiful cultivated fields surrounding
the rest of the pretty little town. The Beinhorn Hof is very prominent
in the photo being located at the very edge of the town.

And yes, we are going to visit our ancestral home! This year! My pen-pal
Walter Beinhorn (probably not kin) has invited Linda and me to spend a
month with him and his wife, Helga, in Bielefeld. Most 1likely in May.
Bielefeld is about 120 miles southwest of Osloss and Walter wants to show
us the countryside and he does have a favorite Cousin in Hannover which
is on the route and only 37 miles to O0SlOSS, SO.ccccsceccsscoccccscasccccnna

Heinrich's records does confirm that Greatgrandfather Christian was a
direct descendent of the original Beinhorn owner of Alte Hof Nr.12, Osloss.
The journey is over! Home at Last!

Herbert L. Beinhorn
Route 1, Box 100
Moscow, Texas 75960
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SEELIGER FAMILY HISTORY
Submitted By Gus Seeliger®

Hermann Gottfried Seeliger and Pauline (Wieland)
Seeliger, the grandparents of Gus R. Seeliger, Jr. of
Irving, came to the United States in 1886 with their eight
sons.

Hermann Gottfried and Pauline came to Texas from
Nieder-Bogendorf, Schweidnitz, Germany, landing in
Galveston, and proceeding to Austin, thence by train to
Kyle, and on to Lockhart, where they settled, according to
relatives, on the Blanks Ranch, nine miles northwest of
Lockhart. At that time the sons ranged in age from two to
nineteen years.

Hermann Gottfried was born on May 25, 1842, and died on
Nov. 15, 1907. Pauline, his wife, was born on Feb. 18,
1844, and died on May 5, 1927.

Their descendants have been engaged in many activities
in Lockhart, Caldwell County, and the surrounding areas.
These occupations include those of farming, grocery and
drygoods merchandising, automobile mechanic and blacksmith
work, hardware and other sales, movie theater and hotel
keeping, tavern and restaurant business, teaching, and many
others. One son, Emil Gus, made the first automobile to
travel the streets of Lockhart around 1904.

The other sons were Ewald Gus, Oswald Hermann, Paul
Hermann, and Hermann Paul, Gus Reinhold, Adolph Reinhold,
and Reinhold Gotthart.

#3314 William Brewster Dr., Irving TX 75062

Fokdkdkddkdkdokk ek ke k itk Ik kI Ik dodckdekdekdokkk
ANOTHER "Yourlastname® HERITAGE BOOK

From time to time, we have warned you about various offers of a so-
called "Heritage Book" based on your last name, offered by a person who shares
your name, either as a surname or as a middle name. Recently, we reported
that this "scam™ had crossed the ocean, as our members shared with us similar
offers received by their relatives in Germany.

Now comes another wrinkle--an offer for "The Yourlastnames Since the
Civil War," sent by Alton Yourlastname, Director, announcing that the new book
is finally complete--and you are listed in it.

The difference here is that this "unique publication” goes back in
history tracing earlier Yourlastnames, who were born and have died in America

o over the last century. It supposedly lists 516 (or whatever number) of
Yourlastname namesakes through birth and death records and gives specific
details including actual dates of events.

A Be sure to read the offer carefully. The letter at hand gives itself
away: "There’s even a special chapter devoted to researching your family

(continued on next page)
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80 BIELSS REUNIONS

The first Bielss reunion was held October 25, 1986 at the community center, in Walburg
Texas. Four grand-daughters of Ernest Bielss organised the first reunion. They were Odessa M.
Blumberg, Olga B. Drummond, Opal M. Lockhart and Elsie B. Buchhorn.

The meeting was open with prayer and singing of old songs. It was followed with a
delicious dinner, and visiting afterward. In the afternoon the business meeting was held. It
was decided to hold the Bielss reunions every year on the fourth Saturday of October. Every
family is asked to bring a picnic lunch and a gift to be auction or sold, to raise funds for
future expenses. Over 125 descendants and related families attended the first reunion.

In 1872 William and Augusta Bielss came to Texas from Bischdorf, Germany. They first
farmed near Phlugerville, Texas until 1880.William then moved his family to San Antonio,Texas.
They had 7 or 8 children. No trace can be found of any of the William Bielss descendants.Later
in 1874 Ernest and Bertha Glase Bielss and Henry Bielss came to Pfflugerville,Texas also. later
they moved to Williamson county. In 1880 August and his bride Magadalena Miertschin Bielss came
first to New York City. Then they came to joln the other brothers in Williamson county.lLater
August Blelss moved to Weatherford, Texas with his family.

In 1985 when the research was finish, for the Bielss family tree. . book, a copy was
given to the Téxas State Library Genealogy Dept. Austin, Texas. The book was written by Odessa
M. Blumberg of Corpus Christi, Texas. The name of the book is Y Bielss and Related Families
History.”

In 1985 a letter was written to a Lutheran minister in Bischdorf, East Germany. One year
later, a letter was received from Gunter Bielss. He was a great grandson of Johann Gottlieb
Blelss and Johanne Rachel Lehmann Bielss. Johann Gottlieb Bielss was the older brother of
William, Ernest,Henry and August Bielss. Johann stayed in Germany to taﬁgxg? his parents.Gunter
had just recived my letter, after a new minister came to Bischdorf. Gunter said, only 13
menbers of the Bielss are still living in Bischdorf, Germany. In 1987 Rayburn Bielss of Ft.
Worth, Texas went to Bischdorf, Germany to meet the Bielss there.Then in 1989, Rayburn Bielss
brought Gunter and his father,Walter over to meet more of the Bielss descendants in Texas.They
hoped to come back soon for another visit. These are relatives that no one knew about. Anna
Marie Bielss McBee of Whittier, Calif.,daughter of August Bielss who came to Texas in 1880, is
the only living member of that first generation born in Texas, U.S.A.

We welcome all descendants and related families to come and join us on the fourth
Saturday of October in Walburg, Texas. In 1994 it will be held the fourth Sunday of October.
I am especially interested in reciving information about the descendants of William Bielss and
George W. and Frida Bielss Brown of San Antonio, Texas. They lived in San Antonlo, Texas in the
1880s and early 1900s.

from: Odessa Mickan Blumberg, 418 Breckenridge, Corpus Christi TX 78408

2 3 T T T Y T T T e T T s o
Another "Yourlastname" Heritage Book, continued from previous page

history,® telling you how to collect information from living relatives, where to find
written records and how to use these clue to trace your family’s history--"back to the
first American settlers!"

The book will contain names and addresses of 1,144 (or whatever number) of Yourlast-
names in the U.S. today, to save you "“enormous time" when you conduct your family
research. The letter admits that “this valuable knowledge" was taken from public sources
and names some of them.

Note that this particular offer does not request advance payment but does include a
reservation form. You may pay in three installments of $9.83 or charge to your credit
card (regular price, $39.50, special pre-publication reservation price, $29.50-a 25%
savings!).

The clincher is a photograph in beautiful, soft, full color of a cozy fanily--
elderly man, young couple, and little girl--all sn1ling as they look at a book open in
front of them.

We hope you read these offers carefully. And if you decide to order, you are aware
of what you are ordering. This offer, like others, offers a money-back guarantee if not
satisfied. Perhaps if everyone ordered and then returned the books, then these people
might be put out of business.

Copyright © 1994 German-Texan Heritage Society

e



GTHS "The Journal" Year 1994 Vol. 16 (XVI) No. 1 (Spring)

81

NR. AND NRS. RARL 777 SR

On Oetoben 5 /1906 a 9gldan medding celebnration waa held at
the home on Fnedenickabung'a Weat Main Stneet. The hononeea
wene M. and Maa. Kanl Itz, Sn., whosre childrnen had annanged
thia aunpnise featival. [Thnee groups of Serenadens wene thene;
Klaenner, s Band, the Evangelical Chunch Choin, and one of the

> town, s male choina, "Concondia”. Freindas and nelativea of the
hononeea came fnom nean and {an. [t was a joyoua occaaton----
a beautiful climax in the life of a couple who in eanly yeana
. had withatood much bitten auffening and many handahipa,

Both Mn. and Mrna., [tz wene Genman {mmignanta. Kand Jt;,jm.,
waa bonn Octoben 26, (837, in wgdteaéung, Duch 0{ Nasrsau,
annived in the pont of Galveaton, [lexas, Decem%ea 2, (852,

He came with hia panenta, Peten and Chrniatine [tz; hia bnothena,
Jakob and Heinnich; and hia aiatens, Philippine, Pauline and
Canoline. Philippine, the oldeat child of the family, waa
twenty—foua yeana o{ age; #eéniﬂcﬁ, the youngeal, waa eigﬁt.

Soon aften thein annival in Texaa, the Peten [tz family
came to fnedeaic&aéung. Tﬁey apent about a yean L(n town, then
opened up a {aam on the Palo Alto Cneek, « few midea nonth 0{

nedenicédbuag, and moved thene. Beaidea faaméng, the men o{
the {amély engaged alaro in 4ﬁénglemaéin9,'4pendin9 much time
on the Guadalupe Riven oven a peniod of asevenal yeana.

Orn Octoben 5, 1856, Kanl [tz mannied Hennietta Evena, bonrn
Manch 12, 1839, daugﬁten 05 Cinidtian and Donothea Muellen
Cvena {fnom Braunachweiy. uning the (850’2 Kand'a aiatena,
too, wene all mannied; Philippine to [udwig gung, Pauline to
Ludwig Evena (A brothen of Kand's wifel, and Canoline to
Heinnich Anhelgen. Kanld and hia brnide eatablinhed thein home
nean Palo Cneekb and {fanmed.

In Novemben, /860 Kanl th declaned hia intentiomna to become
a United States citizen but befone cdtignnaﬁip waa gnanted the
Civid Wan holocauat Znoke loose. Rathen than bean anma againat
the lUnites Statesr, Kanld goined a troop of Hildl Countn nefugeea
and Union aympathizens unden the leadenship of Jakob %uecﬁ[en
and othena to leave Texaa. #ia wife and three amall childnen
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Kanl took to live with hen bnrothen and Kanl's aisten, the Ludwig
Evera family at Chenny Springa.

Kanl and the men unden Kuechlen left fon Mexico on Auguat /, .
/862. They wene poon/y anmed fon self-defense on even fon.obtain-
ing wild game fon food. On August 9,theu pitched camp on the
Nueces Riven, unwane that they wene being punsuned. At 2:00
a.m. on Auguat /0, they wene sunpnise-attacked by Confedenatea
unden Col. James Duff.  Kanl Itz minaculously escaped unhanmed;

a bullet was deflected by a hunting knife he wone in hia belt.
Aften days of hungen and hand tnavel afoot, he made hia way

back to hia panents home, leat he endangen them, he asoon left

to live in hiding, finat nean fniends in the Llano region, and
then for eight montha in the Cheany Spning anea. Duning thia

time the tnragic newa came to him that hia bnothens, Jakob and
Aleinnich, the latten atill a teenagen, wene taken fnom thein

home by Duff's Confedenates, bnrought to Fredenichabunrng and ahot.
(The Execution took place at the aight of the present day Negno
Chunch in Fredenickabung.) At about the same time of the canras-
trope, Kanl'a bnrothen-in-law, Heinnich Ankelgen, was mundened

by Indiana (Feb. 13,/863); he was a {neighten fon the Confednratea
and the fathen of five amall childrnen. (The three victima ane bunied
aide by aide in the City Cemeteny.) Duning Kanl's abarence from hia
family, diphthenia killed one of his children and one of the

udwig Evena childnren.
When the Civil Wan ended, Karl Itz presented himaelf to the
govennmental authonitiea in Fredenickabung and was freed to
unsune hia wornk aa a fanmen and breadwinnen fon hia family.
gﬁénteen children wene born to Mn. and Mra Itz; Emilie (Mra.
Louis Waltern); Wilhelm (m. Anna Welgehausen); Heinnich (m.
Manganethe Dietz); Rudolf (m. Emma %eﬁne/; Louis [m. Auguate
gaamen/; zuguat [m. Celeatine Schlaudt); ond Otto fm. fda .Qehlenl.
uguat an tto wene twinas Kgul. Am. Loitse Brathenichl).

and Itz, Sn. waa a dﬁaatefagé& z: a?mtﬁéogtgiyezggaf tzuzcﬁ

founded in a887, now know as Bethany Luthenan Chunch. He did
much toward the conatruction of the finat building of hia Chunch
in (889  maasive atnuctune of cut limestone finat by
gathening funds fon the project and then in the hand wonk of
conatruction in which hia aona alao helped. Many of hia dea-
cends ane membena of that Chunch today.

On Januany 3/, 1908, Kanl Itz, Sa., a beloved and highly
neapected citigzen of Gilleapie County passed away. He was sun-
vived by hia wife, fdennietta, eight childnen and thinty-aix

nandchildren, " Thnee ginla and one boy died in childhood.
%ﬁe Revenend G. J. Ide delivened hia funenal senmon. Hisa grave
and that of hia wife (died Septemben 26, 1923) ane in the ity
Cemeteny of Fredenickabung, Texaa.

Pioneens in God'a Hilla

By Ella A. Gold
Submitted by Mna. Aanny 0. Itz

Aanny, the aon of Louia [tz

And Grandaon of Kand Itz

L3
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German-Texan Heritage Society

FOUNDED 1978

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

$6 Student (verified by teacher) Name

— $10 Regular Street

— %20 Contibuting City

— $20 Instiations State Zip

__  $40 Patron (saints of the society) = County Telephone

Postage to a foreign country: $6.00 for Occupation (if retired, former occupation)___

surface mail or $15.00 air mail.

19___  Indicate year membership Special Projects (relating to German-Texana)
should go into effect.

(Mr. & Mrs. address may have a joint Publications (relating to German-Texana)___
membership if only one JOURNAL
is desired.)

Please check the following interest categories:

prefer to just read the JOURNAL and learn new things.

I would like to help out with ail of the following categories.

I would like to help out with only the categories I have checked.
Typing for the JOURNAL.

Writing articles for the JOURNAL.
Transcribing/translating old German hand-writing.
Showing visitors historical sites in my town/city/area.
Doing research in archives, libraries, etc.

Genealogical exchange. (What names?)

—

Photographing historical sites.
Speaking German.
Other. Please list.
Send your check and this GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY
page to: 507 East 10th Sueet
P O Box 684171
Austin, Tx 78768-4171

Telephone: (512) 482-0927
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German-Texan Heritage Society

Founded in 1978, the German-Texan Heritage Society is a non-profit organization
devoted to building pride in the heritage of the German-speaking settlers who brought
an important cultural ingredient to Texas. The Society is united in its effort to
disseminate information about archives, research projects, cultural events, folklore,
publications, and meetings related to German-Texan topics.

The Society seeks members from the general public . . . descendents of all German-
speaking peoples, researchers, genealogists, history enthusiasts, folklorists,
preservationists, and those interested in the German-Texan experience.

A JOURNAL is published three times a year (50-75 pages). It is sent to all members.
The JOURNAL features a genealogical section which includes hints about research in
German-speaking countries, Texas, and the United States; brief family histories
submitted by members, dnd a genealogy exchange column. Other sections of the
JOURNAL include reprints of articles from other publications, announcements about
activities and events, a book review column, an annual index, and original essays about
various topics related to German-Texana.

An ANNUAL MEETING is held the second weekend in September in various German
heritage areas of Texas. The program emphasizes the German-Texan heritage and
includes talks, slide shows, show-and-tell sessions, and discussions by researchers,
preservationists, folklorists, authors, members who have a story to teil and guest
experts in specific fields; informal social events; plays and music; and tours of historical
sites in the host city.

Membership categories are: Student $ 6.00
Regular 10.00
Contributing 20.00
Institutional 20.00
Patron 40.00
Postage to a foreign counary: $6.00 for surface
mail or $15.00 airmail,

The German-Texan Heritage Society calendar year is from January 1 to December 31.
Membership payments and renewals are due in January.

Completed projects of the Society:

The reprint of ROEMER'S TEXAS (temporarily out-of-print).
Sponsorship of the reprint of THE CABIN BOOK (DAS KAJUTENBUCH), by
Charles Sealsfield.
The reprint of Rudolph Biesele's THE HISTORY OF THE GERMAN
SETTLEMENTS IN TEXAS 1831-1861.
THE HANDBOOK AND REGISTRY OF GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE.
’ghi;;%nnt of Victor Bracht's TEXAS /N /848, wanslated by Charles Frank

c t
The dual-language edition of Alwin H. Sdrgel's Texas writings, A SOJOURN IN
TEXAS, 184647, translated and edited by W. M. Von-Maszewski.

AN S o o

For more information or GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY
price lists for books and back 507 East 10th Street
issues contact: P O Box 684171

Austn, Tx 78768

ne: (512) 482-0927

T e
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92 GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY

AVAILABLE PUBLICATIONS

NEWSLETTER/JOURNAL

1984........ Vol. 6 #1 32.50
1985........ Vol. 7: #1 32.50
1986........ Vol. 8 #1 $2.50
1987........ Vol. 9: #1 353.00
1988........ Vol. 10: HL e eeeeeeeeecnresncnennnen 33.00
1989........ Vol. 11: i 33.00
1990........ Vol. 12: #1 33.00
1991........ Vol. 13: #1 $3.00

SET OF 30 COPIES (1979-1991) faspec:alpmeofﬁO(l)formembus.S&SOOfornon-munbas.
(Valneofmdx-vxdnalcopm - $81.50. Vol 1, #1 suppl. & #2; Vol 3, #3; Vol. 4, #1,and Vol. 5, #2 &

#3 still available in this set.)
1992........ Vol 14: #1 33.00 : 7 S 34.00 X T $4.00
When ordering back issues of the NEWSLETTER/JOURNAL, do not add postage, handling or tax.
REPRINTS Unit Price
Biesele, THE HISTORY OF THE GERMAN SETTLEMENTS IN TEXAS 1831-1861

$18.00 plus $2.00 postage & handling: $20.00
Bracht, TEXAS IN 1848

$18.50 plus $2.50 postage & handling: $21.00
Sealsfield, THE CABIN BOOK (a novel of Texas life in the 1830s)

$8.00 plus $2.00 postage & handling: $10.00

Sdrgel, A SOJOURN IN TEXAS, 1846-47. ALWIN H. SORGEL'S TEXAS WRITINGS
A dual-language publication translated and edited by W. M. Von-Maszewski.

$18.50 plus $3.00 postage & handling: 321.50
OUR OWN PUBLICATION
Von-Maszewski, HANDBOOK AND REGISTRY OF GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE

$8.00 plus $2.00 postage & handling: $10.00

AVAILABLE AT OUR OFFICE
Breitenkamp & Dabbs, THE CHURCH RECORDS OF THE PIONEER FAMILIES OF BERLIN,
TEXAS $11.27 plus $2.81 postage & handling, plus $0.92 tax:...........cccescsrenees $15.00

ORDER FORM
Name

Street Address
City, State, ZIP

Name of Book #Ordered Unit Price Total

TOTAL
Make check payable to GTHS and send to the address below:

GTHS, P. O. Box 684171, Austin, TX 78768-4171
For telephone inquiries call (512) 482-0927
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GERMAN-TEXAN HERITAGE SOCIETY
Headquarters: 507 East 10th Street = PO Box 684171  Austin, Texas 78768-4171

PUBLICATION SCHEDULE

Issue Deadline Arrival
Spring February 10 April 1
Summer June 10 August 1
Fall October 10 December 1

Ideally, this allows for one week to assemble,
four weeks to print, one week to prepare for
mailing and time for the U. S. Mail.

POLICY STATEMENT

No matenals sent for the Journal will be
returned to the sender.

All materials must include a source, date
and contributor’s name. The issue
Editor is not responsible for emors in
spelling, typos or misinformation.

All articles and manuscripts must be typed
single spaced, on 8.5 by 11 inch white paper
with a .25 to .5 inch margin on all edges.

The issue Editor or the elected GTHS Board
has the right and responsibility to refuse
materials that may not be in accordance with
German-Texan Heritage Society bylaws.

Deadlines will be followed as closely as is
possible for volunteers.

WHERE TO SEND ITEMS....

German-Texan Heritage Society
P. O. Box 684171
Austin, TX 787684171

Send announcements, articles, genealogical
inquiries, conferences, meeting and reunion
dates, news or other German heritage events
and any other interesting information.

Subscription and membership inquiries.

Comespondence, contributions and
manuscripts for publication. All translated
manuscripts must be accompanied by the
German original.

ANNUAL MEETING

1994
September 9, 10, 11
FREDERICKSBURG
Kenn Knopp
407 N. Cora St

Fredericksburg, TX 78624-4213

(210) 997-7273
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ADDRESSES OF GTHS INTEREST

German-American Chamber of Commerce, Houston
909 Fannin, Suite 3750

Houston, TX 77010

(713) 658-8230

German Information Center
950 Third Avenue, 24th Floor
New York, NY 10022

(212) 888-9840

Goethe Institute Houston
3120 Southwest Freeway, Suite 110
Houston, TX 77098-4614

(713) 528-2787

Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany
4645 Reservoir Road, NW

Washington, D. C. 20007-1998

(202) 298-4000

Consulates-General of the Federal Republic of Germany:

In Dallas In Houston

Attn: Dan Tomlin, Jr. 1330 Post Oak Blvd., Suite 1850

5580 Peterson Lane, Suite 160 Houston, TX 77056-3018

Dallas, TX 75240 (713) 627-7770/71
(Serves Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico,
Oklahoma, Texas)

HONORARY CONSULS
Corpus Christi (Serves: Texas counties Victona
5440 Old Brownsville Rd. Calhoun, Goliad, Bee, Duval, Webb,
PO Box 4897 Jim Wells, San Patricio, Nueces,
Corpus Christi, TX 78469 Kleberg, Kenedy, Willacy, Cameron,
(512) 289-2416 Hidalgo, Starr, Brooks, Jim Hogg,
Zapata, Refugio, Aransas Pass)
Dallas (Serves: Texas counties Collin,

5001 Spring Valley Rd.
Suite 1000 East LB 3
Dallas, TX 75244-3910

Dallas, Denton, Ellis, Hood, Hunt,
Johnson, Kaufmann, Parker,
Rockwell, Tarrant, Wise)

(214) 239-8687
San Antonio (Serves: Texas counties Atascosa,
1500 Alamo Bldg. Bandera, Bastrop, Bexar, Blanco,
105 South St. Mary's St Caldwell, Comal, Dewitt, Dimmit,
San Antonio, TX 78205 Edwards, Frio, Gillespie, Gonzales,
{512) 224-4455 Guadalupe, Hays, Kames, Kendall,
Kerr, Kinney, La Salle, Live Oak,
Maverick, McMullen, Medina, Real,
Travis, Uvalde, Val Verde, Wilson,
Zavala)
1995 1996
September 7, 8, 9 September 5, 6, 7
VICTORIA LUBBOCK
Patsy Hand Meredith McClain
417 Cottonwood St 2612-24th St.
Victoria, TX 77904 Lubbock, TX 79410
(512) 575-0049 (806) 744-6033



00} ON liuled
c598L

X1 "eoeyouep
alvd

ebejsod ‘s ‘N

‘610 Woid-uoN

TLIP-89.8L SYXAL ‘NILSAV

ILI?P89 XOH Od

LHTILS HLOT LSVH L0S

ALIIOOS HOVIIMIH NVXHL-NVIIHD

Copyright © 1994 German-Texan Heritage Society



