
HETAG: The Houston Earlier Texas Art Group 

HETAG Newsletter No. 49, July 2021 

Emily Langham Green Summer 1927(l); Dawson Dawson-Watson Rockport, MA 1933 (r) 

What work of art could be more appropriate as a header to this Summer issue 

of the HETAG Newsletter than Emily Langham's 1927 watercolor, Green 

Summer – especially after all the rain we've had.   Of course, many HETAGers 

are traveling this year, off to places like Rockport, Massachusetts, where 

Dawson Dawson-Watson made his exuberant painting of sailboats in 1933.  

(Yes, Dawson-Watson is a Houston artist, as we discovered in the HETAG 

newsletter for March/April 2017!)  Or taking to the road around Texas, seeing 

the big landscape that Henri Gadbois captured in 1967.  But whether you're at 

home or away, there's a wealth of Earlier Houston Art to see – and this year we 

can go see some of it in person!  Here's wishing everyone a safe, happy, art-

filled GREEN SUMMER.   

Henri Gadbois  The Big Landscape 1967 

https://digital.lib.uh.edu/collection/hetag/item/19
https://digital.lib.uh.edu/collection/hetag/item/19
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Houston Art History Notes: That Fiesty Forrest Bess 

 

      
Forrest Bess in 1963 (l), and painting at his Chinquapin bait camp. 

 

Forrest Bess (1911-1977) is now a Grand Old Darling of the Houston art world, with an 

international reputation and a backstory to go along with his art that is macabrely 

irresistible. Even though he spent most of his life in Bay City, he had strong Houston 

connections and his work is included in the permanent collections of both the Museum of 

Fine Arts, Houston, and The Menil Collection.  In fact, he's one of the VERY FEW Houston 

artists of his period whose work you can actually see right now (or ever) on the gallery walls 

at both museums.   

The Bess Myth says that he lived his life a recluse in a self-built shanty on Matagorda Bay, 

painting his visions in solitude, divorced from the world outside.  But the truth is – it wasn't 

quite so.  He was very much involved in his career, loved publicity, and welcomed visitors. 

Surviving documents reveal that he was a vivacious conversationalist, something of a wit, 

and, when necessary, could give as good (or bad) as he got.   

Take for instance, his long-running back-&-forth in the late 1950s and early 1960s with the 

then art critic of THE HOUSTON POST, Campbell Geeslin (1925-2017).  Geeslin did not 

like Bess's work at all, which he made quite clear in the pages of the newspaper: "I would 

prefer to just ignore Forrest Bess," he said in a 1962 review.  But Bess wasn't taking it with 

his brushes lying down: "Even though he doesn't like my paintings, I read Campbell Geeslin 

and I think some day he'll make an art critic.  He just isn't quite housebroken yet," Bess said 

to POST columnist, Leon Hale. "Tell him that for me." 

The Bess-Geeslin "feud" makes for fun Houston Art History reading, and throws a clearer 

light on the true personality of one of Houston's most celebrated artists. 

 

 

 

 

https://emuseum.mfah.org/search/forrest%20bess
https://emuseum.mfah.org/search/forrest%20bess
https://www.menil.org/collection?artist=Forrest+Bess
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Forrest Bess to the Editor The Houston Post February 13, 1959. 

 

 

  
Bess's "Atomic Painting" - as dubbed by Mrs. L.C. Meadows in her letter to  

The Houston Post. 
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SAVE THE DATE  

 

CASETA MEMBERS AND ALL PASSIONATE  
EARLY TEXAS ART LOVERS 

 

 
 

With virtual talks and virtual collection tours. 
 

The focus will be on Houston, since the 2020 CASETA Symposium and  

Texas Art Fair in our city had to be cancelled. 

October 1: Friday evening  
opening program 

 

October 2: Saturday sessions  
throughout the day  

 

 
Dick Rembrandt Houston Skyline 1963 

More information to come! 
Keep an eye on the CASETA website. 

https://www.caseta.org/
https://www.caseta.org/
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As some of you already know because you were there, we had our first in-

person HETAG meeting in over a year on Wednesday, July 14, to join 

HETAGer and Earlier Houston Artist (and also Contemporary Houston 

Artist) Erik Sprohge for a HETAG reception of his retrospective exhibition. 

 

ERIK SPROHGE: THROUGH A 

MYSTICAL LENS 

Watercolor Art Society Houston 

1601 West Alabama 

 

 

 

It was a wonderful evening, but if you had to miss it, you can still see the 

exhibition through July, and you can join Erik for his -  

Artist Talk 

Friday, July 30, 2021 

5-7 PM 

 

"Featuring more than 50 original watercolors and acrylics, this exhibition will 

be a true survey of Sprohge’s life’s work, with pieces ranging from his early 

years as a professional artist to his most recent abstract paintings. This exhibit 

will present the breadth of subject matter he has tackled, including early 

pieces from his time in Mexico, Texana, figures in motion, land and seascapes, 

and more recent abstracts." 

 

https://www.watercolorhouston.org/page-1075322
https://www.watercolorhouston.org/page-1075322
https://watercolorhouston.org/
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Exhibitions of interest – in Houston and around Texas: 

 
Roberta Harris Round and Round Again 2021 

 

Going to the Moon And Making Love Like Crazy 

Roberta Harris 

Heidi Vaughan Fine Art 

Saturday, July 10 – September 4, 2021 

Artist Talk Saturday, August 21, 2021, 1 PM 

 

 

 

The Road So Far: Jesse Lott & Travis Whitfield 

Exhibition curated by Ann Harithas 

The Station Museum of Contemporary Art 

1502 Alabama St. - Houston, TX 

https://heidivaughanfineart.com/current-show
https://heidivaughanfineart.com/roberta-harris
https://heidivaughanfineart.com/
https://stationmuseum.com/the-road-so-far/
https://stationmuseum.com/
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David Cargill: The Lighter Side 

On view June 5 - September 12, 2021 

AMSET: Art Museum of Southeast Texas, Beaumont 

 

 
Emma Richardson Cherry On the Gallery, at the Pines 1896.  

Collection of Juli and Sam Stevens. 

 

America's Impressionism: Echoes of a Revolution 

San Antonio Museum of Art 

June 11 – September 5, 2021 

https://amset.org/currentexhibitions
https://www.samuseum.org/artwork/exhibition/AmericasImpressionism/
https://www.samuseum.org/
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Gene Charlton Cherries 1947 (l); Ruth Laird and Stella Sullivan Owls, Owls, Owls (r) 

 

Evocative Objects: Still Life Painting in Texas 

 

J. Wayne Stark Galleries 

Memorial Student Center, MSC 1110 

Texas A&M University, College Station 

August 12 – October 3, 2021 

 

Gallery talk with  

Judy Tedford Deaton,  

Curator of Collections and Exhibitions at the Grace Museum, Abilene 

September 9, 2021, 5:30 PM 

 

 

Strokes of Genius 

An overview of Texas Impressionism 

 

J. Wayne Stark Galleries 

Memorial Student Center, MSC 1110 

Texas A&M University, College Station 

October 7 – December 18, 2021 

 

Gallery talk with  

Michael Grauer, 

McCaslin Chair of Cowboy Culture and Curator of Cowboy Collections and 

Western Art at the National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum 

October 7, 2021, 5:30 PM 

https://uart.tamu.edu/evocative/
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Through this pandemic year, CASETA: Center for the 

Advancement and Study of Early Texas Art, TACO: Texas Art 

Collectors Group, and HETAG: Houston Earlier Texas Art Group 

have presented a number of virtual Early Texas Art programs 

which are available for online viewing. Here are links to some – in 

case you missed them the first time: 

      

The Artist as Citizen: Frank Freed's Lessons on the Importance of Social 

Commentary presented by Carmen Champion 

Houston/Dallas Modernism(s) in the 1930s: So Close, and Yet so Different 

presented by Randy Tibbits 

Texas Curatorial Wander Series by CASETA 

Taking us to San Angelo Museum of Fine Arts, The Umlauf Sculptor Garden 

and Museum, Austin, and The Grace Museum, Abilene. 

Texas Made Modern: The Art of Everett Spruce presented by Shirley Reece-

Hughes 

LIVE from The Heritage Society with Mister McKinney, featuring Randy 

Tibbits 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NksaovZ7U5U&t=9s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NksaovZ7U5U&t=9s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EX3n_ANhbrg&t=4s
https://www.caseta.org/caseta-curatorial-wander-series-special-tour-of-the-grace-museum-early-texas-artworks
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9h4TlMoYQWA&t=1575s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gLWFV1qyxIA&t=1295s
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Jewel Woodard Simon The Stream ca1930s, Panhandle-Plains Historical Collection 

 

 

The mission of HETAG is to illuminate Houston's art history by providing viewing 

opportunities for art, by supporting and doing research on the artists and art communities 

working in Houston through the years, and by spreading the word. 

 

Back issues of the HETAG Newsletter are available via the 

University of Houston Libraries Digital Library 

and 

The Portal to Texas History 

 

Randy Tibbits, coordinator 

HETAG: The Houston Earlier 

Texas Art Group 

tibbits@rice.edu 

                        
                                                       

 
Jewel Woodard Simon A Jungle Fancy, Child of the Imagination ca1930s.  

https://digital.lib.uh.edu/collection/hetag
https://texashistory.unt.edu/search/?fq=str_title_serial:%22HETAG%3A%20The%20Houston%20Earlier%20Texas%20Art%20Group%22
mailto:tibbits@rice.edu

