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EDITOR'S

NOTE

The Adventurer

enior Managing Editor Matt Joyce has been doc-
umenting his outdoor adventures in Texas High-
ways for nearly a decade. For this month's cover
story, the sixth-generation Texan traveled to Cap-
rock Canyon, Palo Durc: Canyon, and the Canadian River to
chart a roadmap for an epic canvon-to-canyon vacation.

What was a highlight of your Canyons trip that didn’t
make it into the story?

The best part of traveling for Texas Highways is learn-
ing about different pockets of the state from locals who are
fascinated with their own home turf. Chris Podzemny of
Amarillo is a good example. “Podz,” as he’s known, builds
trail systems for hikers and bikers across the Panhandle.
At Palo Duro, Podz took me on a hike on the Rock Garden
Trail, which he helped build 10 years ago with the Palo Duro
Corps of Engineers. Our hike went deep into the park to
spectacular side canyons I'd never seen before. To top it off,
we jumped into an old stock tank known as the Duck Pond.
The pond is typically dry and only fills every few years dur-
ing unusually wet seasons like this summer. It was a blazing
hot afternoon, but the water was chilly due to the cool Pan-
handle nights. Only time I've been swimming in the canyon.

Your stories often feature intensive physical challenges.
Which trips have been the most personally challenging?

River trips on the Neches, Devils, and Rio Grande were
personally challenging as I started a newbie and had to

Photo: Kenny Braun

Matt Joyce at Lake Meredith
on the Canadian River

learn how to paddle. On the Rio Grande Lower Canyons
trip, I fell out of my canoe, soaking my one set of clothes
on a 40-degree November day. Cold! When I did the “5
Peaks in a Week" road trip in West Texas, I had to swallow
my fear of heights when hiking to the top of Emory Peak in
Big Bend National Park and Mount Livermore in the Davis
Mountains. Both of those summits require some scram-
bling, complete with whipping winds and sheer drops.
What outdoor adventures are still on your to-do list?

I'd love to hike the roughly 100-mile Lone Star Hiking

Trail in the Sam Houston National Forest.
Your family spends a lot of time traveling the state in

a pop-up camper. What are some of your favorite spots?

We've been on about 85 camping trips since we got a
pop-up camper in 2012, according to my spreadsheet.
Some of our favorite sites include South Llano River State
Park, Maverick Ranch RV Park in Lajitas, and Daingerfield
State Park. Swimming is always a key component. As for
the future, we've never camped at Palo Duro. After my ex-
perience this summer, I'm itching to return with my family
and the camper.

EMILY ROBERTS STONE
EDITOR IN CHIEF
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Canyon to Canyon

Remote and ruggad,
the canyonlaads of the Texas
Panhandle offer untapped
opportunities for adventure,
whether by foot, bike, ar horse.

By Matt Joyce
Photographs by Kenmy Braun
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WEST TEXAS ROAD TRIP

As you explore, you'll find
an amazing range of relaxation
and adventure, natural beauty
and urban culture, fine art, fine
dining, small-town charm and

big-city amenities...

but what you will remember most is
the warm, West Texas hospitality.

shop & stay as you explore West Texas! Midland
International Air & Space Port is the closest
commercial airport to Big Bend National Park.
visitmidland.com

Sep 25-Nov 20 - Fiddlesticks Farms Cornfield
Maze & Pumpkin Patch
Oct 10 - The Mavericks @ Wagner Noel Center

e

ODESSA-Known for breathtaking sunsets,
wide-open spaces and warm West Texas hospital-
ity; you'll enjoy shopping, dining, unique cultural
attractions and events. Odessa: your gateway fo
the Big Bend. odessacvb.com

Oct 19-21 - Permian Basin International Oil Show
Oct 28 - Odessa Arts presents An Evening with
David Sedaris

w—

FORT STOCKTON-Lodging, Dining, Enter-
tainment and History. Experience our Visitor
Center, Historic Sites, Museum, Fort Grounds,
~  Golf Course, and Unique Shopping, West Texas
. style. historicfortstocktontx.com

Oct 2 - Fall Fest
Oct 13-16 - Big Bend Open Road Race 2.0

© Aaron Bates

A ALPINE

Natural beauty, unique nightlife and shopping, and a grand
array of hotels and guest lodging make Alping the perfect
staging grounds for your West Texas adventure.

visitalpinetx.com

Historic & Mural Walking Tours: Explore Alpine’s small
and eminently walkable downtown with these guides to its
historic and artistic highlights.

Nov 19-20 - ARTWALK

Alpine’s biggest arts festival spans two days in November to
showcase a variety of art exhibitions in many local businesses,
all against a backdrop of festivities and live music.

FORT DAVIS—Experience the mile-high
climate in the Texas mountains! Award-winning
State and National Parks offer excellent nature
activities and star gazing under the “Darkest
Skies in North America”! fortdavis.com

Nov 11 - Veterans Day at the Fort
Dec 4 - Frontier Christmas

MARFA-It defies easy explanation, yet any
google search y'elds thousands of opinions.
Marfa is tough to get to-tougher still to explain.
But once vou arrive, you get it.
visitmarfa.com

Oct 8-10 - Made in Marfa & Chinati Weekend
Nov 5 - Ballroom Marfa presents MXTX with
Graham Reynolds
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There’s no British equivalent to Texas' infamous
grackle, at least according to Edward Carey, who
wrote and illustrated “Grackles!” (Page 40). Before
moving to the Lone Star State from the U.K. 11 years
ago, the Austin-based novelist had been aware of
Texas hallmarks like cowboys and cacti, but “no-
body told me about grackles,” he says. Nearly im-
mediately after arriving, the grackles commanded
Carey’s attention, and he began drawing and paint-
ing the creatures. “They are such a joy to draw
because their faces are so dramatic,” says Carey,
who has become quite a fan of the bird. “They are
like small demons that are a part of our daily exis-
tence. They are the birds we deserve.” During the
pandemic lockdown, Carey began a series of daily
drawings, and grackles made frequent appearances.
A book of these quarantine illustrations, titled B: A
Year in Plagues and Pencils, will be published by
Gallic Books this November.

Featured Contributors

Krystal Quiles

The visual artist and illustrator based in
Brooklyn, New York, uses texture and color
to connect with viewers, as she does in her
illustration of Fort Worth filmmaker Chyna
Robinson for “No Ordinary Filmmaker” (Page 75). “I was
inspired by the words of Robinson, by her sense of com-
munity and empathy,” Quiles says. “I can relate to how your
environment impacts your work and how people-watching
can stimulate that creativity.” Quiles has worked with The
Smithsonian Institution, TED, and The Nation, collaborating
on illustrations that encourage social awareness.

Robert Wilonsky

Wilonsky has been doing research for “Good
Neighbors” (Page 12) his entire life. The essay,
set in South Dallas, recalls his family's deep
& roots in the neighborhood: His grandfather
moved to the area near Fair Park almost a century ago.
“While | was working on this essay, | asked a local pres-
ervationist who should serve as my ‘expert’ about the old
neighborhood,” the Dallas-based writer says. “He suggest-
ed the woman who now lives in my dad’s childhood home,
who knows my dad as the guy who sometimes shows up
just to say hi." A former city columnist at the Dallas Morning
News, Wilonsky has covered Dallas for over 30 years.
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Loved "The Original Cowboys" and the wonderful story of Samuel
Buentello. His is en amazing life stcry and worthy of reading.
Richard Johnson, DeSoto

Cover Cowgirl
I couldn’t believe my eyes when I pulled
the latest issue from my mailbox. The
gorgeous, Avedon-esque photograph
of Maddie Ferguson astride Bcnnie by
photographer Dave Shafer reminded me
of what I love about black-and-white
photography. And reading the articles
inside brought to mind my eaily enthrall-
ment with the cowgirl way of ife.
Cynthia Efferson. Fort Worth

Yee-haw
As a longtime reader of your magazine, |
find it to be one of the best in all catego-
ries. Your September 2021 issue, however,
achieved new heights! The whole issue
is an amazing salute to tke original and
current cowboys and cowgirls who helped
then and now to make Texas unique.

Terry Arnold, San Antonio

Lipscomb Sweet Home
My grandparents lived there for
atime, and my grandfather was
the justice of the peace
[“This Happy Place,” August].
| remember all the turkeys!
They'd come around every
evening and sometimes get
on the roof of the house.
i Rhyan Sikorski, Dallas

Wine List
McPherson’s viognier is a favorite
[“High Plains Vintner,” August].
Also a fan of the sangiovese.
We enjoyed a bottle with home-
made pizza just the other night.
i pavid Wilcoxen, Austin

Driving Across the Pond
You should try lorry (truck)
driving in the U.K. [“Keep on
Truckin’” August]. No two min-
utes are the same on our roads.
i David Cutforth, Stamford,
Lincolnshire, United Kingdom

Family History

My grandfather was a vaquero [“The
Original Cowboys,” September]. I'm his
only g-andchild left that can record his
story. If I don't, my cousins, children,
nieces, and nephews will never really
know Guiermo Gomez, my Grandad Joe.
My great-grandfather brought horses
from Spain to a rancho in Chihuahua,
Mexico, and never left. He stayed on
that ranch his entire life. My grandfather
worked on that ranch until his father
died, and then as a young teenager came
to Texas and joined an older brother
who was working on Waggoner Ranch.
Grandad was a mestizo vaquero whose
life experience until he was nearly 30
was horses and horsemanship. That's
why as a young teenager he and his older
brother were responsible for a remuda.
His stories of them taking the remuda

across the Red River at Doan’s Crossing
north of Vernon and getting Waggoner
cattle onto Quanah Parker's “Big Pasture”
need to be preserved. My grandparents
worked hard, achieved their citizen-
ships, raised their five children, and lived
wonderful, productive lives.

Rusty Knox, Lampasas

Say That Again?
Just read some wonderful articles in
the August issue on small towns. The
comment from Alma Alvarado on the
proper pronunciation of “Leakey”
made me laugh [“My Hometown"].
Honestly, we should have a dictionary
and pronunciation guide on how to say
our Texas towns and counties for all the
newcomers coming to our great state. It
would be a shame to lose those. Can you
say “Bexar”?

Charlene Andre, San Antonio

We want to hear from you! Send photos, feecback, and recommendations to letters@texashighways.com;
P.0. Box 110089, Austir, TX, 78714-1009. Follow @TexasHighways on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and Pinterest.
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Golden Promise

Bigtooth maple trees make Guadalupe Mountains National Park one of Texas’ best places to
see colorful fall foliage. “1 had planned to be in the Guadalupe Mountains on an unrelated
assignment and was lucky that it coincided with the change in colors.” says photographer
Kenny Braun, who took this shot last October while hiking Devil's Hall Trail. Luck certainly
helps when it comes to catching peak leaf display. but summer conditions this year portend
acolorful fall. Elizabeth Jackson, Guadalupe Mountains’ chief of interpretation, says the
season’s soaking rains should enhance brilliant colors. An October cold snap of three to five
days and mikd winds would also help, she adds. Guadalupe Mountains’ fall foliage tvpically
lasts from mid-to-late October through November. The park updates a Fall Color Report on
its website and social media channels. “Trying to predict natural events is difficult” Jackson
says. “We anticipate a good calor season, but it coukd be very, very good.”
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MY HOMETOWN \ PIPP GILLETTE

Crockett

Pipp Gillette celebrates the musical legacy of the Piney Woods
By Heather Brand

PIPP GILLETTE runs
the Camp Street Café
& Store in a hi

building where Lightnin
Hopkins once played

10 texashighways.com Photo: Tom McCarthy Jr.



estled in the Piney Woods of East Texas, Crockett was established shortly after
the Texas Revolution and name for famed frontiersman Davy Crockett. With
an economy based on lumber, zgriculture, oil, and the railroad, Crockett grew
into a busy crossroads, and by the early 1900s, it was a common stop for Black
performers on the Chitlin' Circuit. Crockett’s stages also attracted local musicians, including
the legendary bluesman Lightnin’ Hopkins, from nearby Centerville, who was a common
sight in town. Only one of those old venues still exists—now known as the Camp Street Café
& Store. Pipp Gillette, who moved to the area in 1983, restored the historic building in 1998
with his brother, Guy, who has since passed away. Gillette hosts regional and national acts
at Camp Street and also takes the stage himself, playing traditional cowboy music. Gillette’s
family has deep roots in the area, and today he lives on the same ranch in nearby Lovelady
where his grandparents once raised cotton and cattle and where he spent summers as a boy.

Notable Namesake

“Houston County was the first incorporatec
county in the Republic of Texas in 1837, and
the oldest road in Texas runs through it—

El Camino Real de los Tejas. David Crock-
ett took that road from Nacogdoches and
camped here. A fellow here named Elijah
Gossett from Tennessee heard there was
someone camping out by this spring and
went to investigate. He found out it was his
friend Davy Crockett from Tennessee. The
next day, Crockett headed on to San Antonio,
and we know what happened there. After
the revolution, the Gossett family gave the
community the land and named it Crockett”

Cotton and Cattle

“From the earliest days, folks were coming
from places like Alabama and Georgia,

and some were slaveholders. They brought
their slaves with them, and it became huge
cotton country. Crockett used to have four

or five cotton gins. Timber and cattle have
always been a big part of the local economv
too. When I was a kid, there was still cotton
around, but it was being phased out. Crockett
has many big, historic homes that come from
the heyday of the cotton period”

Camp Street

“The African American population is still
here, and that's one of the reasons Black
music and the blues thrived like it did. Camp
Street [now South Third Street] was in the
African American business district in the
days of segregation. My grandfather owned
the buildings on this street as rental prop-
erties. The Camp Street Café & Store build-
ing used to be the Starlight barber shop, café,
taxi stand, and pool hall. Lightnin’ Hopkins

would stroll up and down this street play-
ing for tips. Since 1998, many touring musi-
cians have played at the Camp Street Café
& Store. It's got good sound and acoustics. |
always give credit to Lightnin’ Hopkins for
the ambiance. It’s a place where he played,
and there aren’t many of those left.”

Monumental Figures

“We put up a statue of Lightnin’ Hopkins
across the street from the Camp Street Café
& Store in 2002 on the 20th anniversary of
his death. The whole community really got
behind it. Another building on Camp Street
also has a mural of some of the musicians
who played here. We put up a second statue
of local cowboy Myrtis Dightman on the
east side of town. Myrtis unveiled it himself
in 2011. He competed in bull riding in the
National Finals Rodeo seven times [begin-
ning in 1964] and was considered the Jackie
Robinson of rodeo.”

Shop Local

“We have a number of cafés on the square:
the Moosehead Café, Keshia's Café, and
Betty Boop's Sandwich & Soup. Another
place that's quite remarkable is Stories of
Texas. It's a gallery with a lot of Western art,
pottery, and antiques. I carve [bird] decoys,
and it has my decoys in there right now.
Almost everything is made in Texas.”

Davy Crockett’s Fiddle

“Davy Crockett was the first fiddler to come
through town, and Crockett has hosted

the annual World Champion Fiddlers Festi-
val since 1937 [on the fourth Saturday of
September]. Some amazing fiddlers have
come here from all over the country.” k.

TOWN
TRIVIA

O

POPULATION:

0,447
0

NUMBER OF
STOPLIGHTS:

/

i

YEAR FOUNDED:

1837

&

NEAREST CITY:
Houston, 119 miles south

MARQUEE EVENTS:
Christmas in Crockett on
the Square, Nov. 20; Davy
Crockett Festival, April;
Myrtis Dightman Rodeo,
September.

O

MAPIT:
Camp Street Café & Store,
215 <. Third St.

octoBer 2021 1






Good Neighbors

OPEN ROAD | essay

In South Dallas, a father and son reconnect with the forgotten soul of the city

-

My father and I pulled into The Market at Bonton Farms
in South Dallas to grab lunch hbefore our trip to the old
neighborhood a few miles away. This was at the begin-
ning of the year, after a long stretch in quarantine. In
the “before times”"—before the pandemic, before Dad’s
health declined—this was something we did regularly.

We would drive down to Bexar Street, to where it
dead-ends into the Great Trinity Forest and a Trinity
River levee—one of Dallas’ mcst beautiful natural trea-
sures. There at The Market, we would have a bite for
breakfast. Then we would head home, toward North
Dallas, by retracing my father’s childhood steps along
memory lanes called Park Row, South Boulevard, and
the former Forest Avenue long ago renamed for Martin
Luther King Jr.

Illustration: Jane Webster

By Robert Wilonsky

For more than a year, we had spent precious few hours together in the
same space, though my parents live only 5 miles from my house. But for
our sanity, we had decided to mask up, gas up, and head to Dad's South
Dallas motherland, which some current residents call The Brotherland.

“Whoawhoawhoa,” my 77-year-old father, Herschel Wilonsky, moaned
through his mask as we approached our destination. The farm and market
reside atop the former Turner Courts housing project, which was once so
violent even cops stayed away as soon as the sun threatened to set. Parked
out front was a shiny, restored dark blue 1929 twc-door Model A Ford with
running boards and wheels painted daybreak yellow. It looked almost
identical to the four-door Model A Dad rebuilt when he was a teenager
and kept under a car cover until Mom convinced him to sell it last year.

Dad grabbed his wooden cane, which was once his father’s, and hustled
for a closer peek. Bonton employee Clifton Reese is a native of this neigh-
borhood and a family friend. He was standing outside, saying goodbye to
some customers, when he saw Dad ambling toward the vintage ride.
Clifton wanted to go in for a hug but settled for the requisite elbow bump.
Dad asked who owned the Ford. Clifton told him it belonged to a man who
was dining on the patio.

“Can’t miss him,” Clifton said. “He’s the one smoking the cigar”

We placed our lunch order then headed out back, where a man who
introduced himself as Cedric Sanders was puffing away at a table he
shared with another man and two women. Dad asked Cedric about the
car, and the two of them small-talked for a few minutes. My father told
Cedric if he ever needed parts for the Model A, he had plenty stashed in his
garage. Dad told him they were remnants of the inventory from the auto
parts store he and his father once owned on nearby Second Avenue down
the street from Fair Park.

“Wait a second,” said Cedric, his eyes and grin widening. “You're S&W
Auto Parts!”

OCTOBER 2021 13



OPEN ROAD | essay

My father grinned beneath his mask
and said, yes, he was one of the Ws in
S&W Auto Parts, which he reluctantly
shuttered in 2009 before heading into an
unexpected retirement. Cedric just about
passed out at this realization. He explained
he had been a customer of my father’s
years ago. I hear this often whenever
walk around South Dallas, likely because
my father spent more than half a century
on Second Avenue.

Ilove that these men remember my
father, a bald, bearded white Jew with a
voice like Big Tex who inherited a business
he never planned on running and stayed
there until it was time to go. It moves
me because of how much their affection
and fond memories move him. He spent
most of his life standing behind a rotting,
stained chipboard counter for 10 hours
every day. In the mid-1950s, my grand-
father Harry Wilonsky, like all the other

South Dallas Jews of that era, moved his
wife and son to the cheap, wide-open,
white-open spaces of North Dallas. At the
same time, he moved the parts store from
Elm Street in Deep Ellum near downtown,
its home since 1932, to nearby Second
Avenue. So, he never really left South
Dallas. And it never left him.

When my grandfather moved the store
in 1955, Second Avenue was still thriving,
alively boulevard filled with nightclubs,
groceries, and restaurants. Paw-Paw, as [
called him, knew every shopkeeper on the
street, among them Jack Repp, a Holocaust
survivor who owned a dry-goods store
across from the parts store. Before he died
last year, Jack told me he liked to visit with
my grandfather because they could speak
to each other in Yiddish. That was a sound
not often heard in Fair Park back then.

I spent high school summers working at
the parts store in the early and mid-'80s,

selling U-joints and carburetors and brake
pads to “shade tree” mechanics for whom
the store doubled as a neighborhood hang-
out. Once, a longtime customer walked
in with a pistol aimed at my dad and his
father. I forget why now. But Dad escorted
him out, his arm over the man’s slumped
shoulders. The customer came back a few
days later, as if nothing had happened.

I used to think it would have made for
a good workplace sitcom, like Barney
Miller, as tense as it was tickling. Dad
employed a long-haired bass player
named Olin, who spent nights gigging at
ajoint called Mother Blues on Lemmon
Avenue; a 6-foot-11 scoundrel called
Slim, who stole from Dad on occasion
and was eventually shot to death in his
car; and a good old boy named Kirk, who
Dad affectionately called Putz.

Despite weekends and long summers
behind the counter, I learned next to

14 rexashighways.com
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nothing about the parts business or, for
that matter, how cars work. But I liked
working alongside Dad and spending time
with my grandfather. Paw-Paw would
take me on deliveries in his El Camino,
which smelled of 43-year-old ashtray, or
to lunch at the Old Mill Inn at Fair Park, or
on long drives around the neighborhood
he loved and refused to leave even as it
came undone. He was a generous man
who gave little bottles of bourbon to regu-
lars at Christmas. His customers were his
friends, his people, his mishpucha.

By the time I worked there, and my
younger brother after me, S&W smelled
of cigarettes and grease and sweat. And
it stood along a stretch of avenue whose
slow, steep decline meant blocks of liquor
stores, no-tell motels, biker-club head-
quarters, and cracked empty lots. Much
like it is today.

In the '50s, when the community shifted
from Jewish to Black residents, city and
state officials split the neighborhood in
half by running an expressway called
South Central straight through it, just past
the Forest movie theater. Now, the neigh-
borhood on the west side of the freeway is
mostly blank real estate with for-sale signs
teasing investors and developers with their
blueprints for shoebox condos. There’s a
lot of that in South Dallas these days.

I've read and heard enough about the
old neighborhood to become nostalgic for
the Second Avenue I never saw, the South
Dallas I never knew. Where middle-class
Black and white residents worked and
lived and drank and ate. Where Jimmy's
Food Store, an Italian grocery that's now
an East Dallas landmark, first operated as
Morningside Super Market. Where Buck
Rogers serials played at the Dal-Sec movie
house, which the city bulldozed in the
'60s, along with half the neighborhood, to
make room for a Fair Park parking lot.

When my son, a freshman at the
University of Texas at Austin, was younger,
we spent almost every Saturday in this
part of town. We'd get lost on side streets,
searching for remnants of what used
to be. We hunted for ghost signs on old
buildings advertising long-gone shops,
walked around the historic Bama Pie

VISITUVALDECOUNTY.COM
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building that stands empty, and rooted
around for bricks that said “BUILDERS,”
the name of my grandfather’s old brick-
yard, once located where the Mesquite
Rodeo now stands.

My father, who occasionally forgets
what happened five minutes ago but
remembers every detail of 10,000 yester-
days ago, is nostalgic for the lost city he
knew better than most. This is the city my
grandfather and his brothers escaped to,
lived in, and helped build. The Wilonskys
had dry-goods stores and wrecking yards
and parts shops in Deep Ellum, even a
pawn shop called Dallas in downtown.
I've heard the stories, seen the faded
photos, even had a few drinks in Uncle
Eli’s old clothing store in Deep Ellum, now
the Anvil Pub. The auto parts store on
Second Avenue is still there, too, painted
over and bricked up, now a church for
homeless people.

Harry Wilonsky, a short man born in
1904 in Sakiai, Lithuania, was the last
of four brothers to come to Dallas. He
came to this country when he was just 18,
speaking no English, and though he was
in Texas most of his life, he never shed his
Eastern European accent. He died at 83
in March 1988 mumbling about the deep
snows of home.

He and my father also spent more
waking hours on Second Avenue than they
ever did in the place called Preston Hollow,
the North Dallas neighborhood they
moved to in the '50s. Maybe that's why
people like Cedric Sanders still remem-
ber the store and my father. Because Dad
never left. Because he never wanted to.

After lunch at Bonton, Cedric took
Dad outside to look under the hood. Dad
used his cane to point out what had been
replaced and what was original. He told
Cedric if he ever needed the original spark

plugs and not those modern-day fill-ins,
just give him a ring. Dad handed him a
S&W Auto Parts business card. The old
Second Avenue phone number now goes
to Dad’s cell phone.

My father beamed as we drove the
3 miles from Bonton to his old house, a
bungalow on Park Row. It was as though
he'd just been reunited with long-lost
family members. For the first time in ayear,
I grabbed his hand and gave it a squeeze.

For the first 11 years of his life, from
March 1944 until the summer of '55,
Herschel Wilonsky lived at 2521 Park Row,
between Atlanta and Edgewood streets,
about a mile from the front gates to Fair
Park, home of the State Fair of Texas. To
this day, my father can stand in front of
his boyhood house and tell you who lived
where. “That was the Ablons’ house,” he

16 texashighways.com

DALLAS ARBORETUM

Autumn at
the Arboretum

September 18 - October 31

Presented by rel ia nt:

“One of America’s Best Pumpkin Festivals”

Come out and see over 90,000 pumpkins, gourds
and squash to form the nationally acclaimed
Pumpkin Village as we bring Bugtopia to life with
spiders, butterflies, ants, lady bugs and more.

DallasArboretum.org
Dallas, Texas » 214-515-6615

The Dallas Arboretum is a non-profit organization supported,
in part, by funds from Dallas Park & Recreation.

- Fodor's Travel




I've read and heard
enough about the
old neighborhood to
become nostalgic for
the Second Avenue I
never saw, the South
Dallas I never knew.

said that afternoon. He nodded toward
bungalows along the block. “And that was
the Jacobs’, and that was the Levines’, and
that was the Chesnicks”

This is a historic neighborhood; it says
so on the plaque planted along South
Boulevard in 1981, telling the story of
Jewish merchants who came to South
Dallas but eventually moved north and
were replaced by “prominent Black lead-
ers of the Dallas area [including] educa-
tors, lawyers, merchants, clergymen,
doctors, and business executives.” Every
June, beginning in 2012, I ferried the
Dallas Morning News' summer interns on
a daylong city tour, and this marker was
always our first stop.

I'd gone to work for Dallas’ only daily
after 20 years at the Dallas Observerand,
before that, two at the Dallas Times Herald.
In the spring of 2016, I was promoted to city
columnist. It was a dream gig for a native
son who collects every old book and bottle
and knickknack and scrap of yellowed
paper with the word “Dallas” on it.

During my tenure, I probably wrote
more about South Dallas than any other
part of town. Its past and present have
been so poorly misrepresented that it's too
often portrayed as a place without much
future. [ used to worry that the interns, a
mix of high school and college students
mostly from out of town, would hear bad
things about South Dallas during their
brief stays here, that the ignorant and
scared who refused to step foot down here
unless it’s State Fair time would send them
home with the wrong idea.

Maybe it’s not the heart of the city—
shiny and glitzy, big and brand new—but

continued on Page 74
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BOO AFEST

Free Live Music

Kids' Corral Car & Truck Show

Bring your family and friends for a weekend of fun!

SCAN THE QR CODE Viczoria's largest FREE Festival is back for 2021!
FOR EVENT DETAILS! _oin us in Downtown Victoria fo- live nrusic from
Country and Tejano music stars and more!

» FREE Concerts

» Kids' Corral

» More than 50 Vendors

» Bootmakers & Craftsmen

» Car, T-uck & Motorcycle Show
* Corntole Tournamen:

-~Bootfestorg
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TREVOR FRANCKE
leads a group of hikers
on atrail at Muleshoe
Bend Recreation Arza

Photo: Erich Schlegel
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ABARK SCORPION
glows in the leaf litter
alongside the trail
during a Muleshoe by
Night hike.

What Lurks i
| MULESHOE BEND
2820 CR 414, Spicewood.
: o 512-473-3366; Icra.org/parks/
b % muleshoe-bend
® 5

Two-hour hikes cost $20 per person,
. $25 per couple, or $50 per family.
Encounter creepy-crawlies and a new perspective S

on nighttime hikes at Muleshoe Bend

By Pam LeBlanc

20 rexashighways.com




COME FOR CEDAR PARK

'm following Trevor Francke down
a twisty trail at Muleshoe Bend
Recreation Area an hour after dusk,
sweeping a black light along the
ground in front of me with every step.
A glowing green scorpion pops into
focus, and then another. Soon I discover
spiders lurk everywhere, too. Add to that
a cacophony of whippoorwills and some
coyotes yipping in the distance, and it
quickly becomes apparent the night shift
has reported for duty on this cloudy, still
evening in late May.

“I've seen a scorpion every time I've
done this trek—sometimes 50 of them,”
says Francke, who is leading us through
the 654-acre park that skirts the shores of
Lake Travis northwest of Austin.

The Lower Colorado River Authority
launched its series of after-dark hikes
here last fall and now offers about one a
month year-round. A program coordina-
tor leads each excursion, sharing a little
information about the local flora and
fauna and encouraging participants to
relax under the cloak of darkness. Most of
us have been conditioned since child-
hood to fear things that go bump in the
night, but this eye-opening walk reminds
me we're never alone out here in the
woods—and, for me, that's comforting.

My husband and [ were looking for
a new way to explore the outdoors.

I'm familiar with most of the daytime
inhabitants of Central Texas parks, but
wanted a better sense of what prowls the
brush at night. So, we booked one of the
park’s 42 campsites. En route, we picked
up brisket and sausage from Opie’s
Barbecue in nearby Spicewood. Upon

YY1 Ho4 AvL5 -

BOB NUNN:
A RETROSPECTIVE

arrival, we parked our new adventure rig, 3 \ 5o / ouR [:
a 2021 Ford Transit nicknamed Vincent \ CELEBRATING THE
VanGo, next to the mesquite trees in Site . : ; EDRETIA SCUTI KlNE

13 and watched a pair of Canada geese o7 - o 3 ILLUSTRATOR AWARCS
flap overhead while we waited for the : !
sun to sink in the sky. Ten minutes before
9 p.m., we grabbed our headlamps and
struck out for the designated meeting
spot at a trailhead along the park’s main
gravel road.

The threat of rain must have scared

g X 3333 N. MACARTHUR BLVD., IRVING, TX 75062 ' 972.252.ARTS
off some hikers because just one other

Photo: Erich Schlegel OCTOBER 2021 21
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couple showed up for the nocturnal walk,
down from the regular nearly dozen
people. Francke, the parks program coor-
dinator for LCRA’s Western Parks District,
gives each of us a handheld black-light
flashlight and an infrared thermal imag-
ing monocular to help us spot creatures
while we walk. First, though, he reminds
us to stay alert and watch for stinging
critters. “They're not going to jump out
of the grass and get you,” he assures us.
In addition to scorpions, centipedes and
rattlesnakes also call this park home.
Fireflies blink on and off like a string
of holiday lights hung in the scrub as
Francke finishes his briefing. He pulls out
his phone and fires up the Audubon Bird
Guide app. He wants us to hear the sound
of an Eastern screech owl. “Quite often,
I'll get one to talk to me,” he says. We
don't have any luck with a real screech
owl, or with the deeper, more resonant
call of a great horned owl, which he plays
next. “Nobody’s talking to me tonight.”
We flick off our headlamps, switch on
our black lights, and head down the trail.
It's fairly flat, but it takes my eyes a few
minutes to adjust to the darkness, so [
move slowly. It doesn’t take long before

22 texashighways.com

HIGHLY SUSPECT
Bowfishing, a Bertram-
based outfitter, leads
anighttime expedition
on Lake Buchanan.

we realize we're surrounded. Less than
25 yards down the trail, Jon Zmikly, one
of the hikers and a senior lecturer in the
Schocl of Journalism and Mass Commu-
nication at Texas State University, sweeps
his black light over the ground, illumi-
nating a 2-inch arthropod as bright as a
green anole: a bark scorpion, or Centru-
roides sculpturatus.

Scorpions are groovy. Females give
live birth to litters of about 30 scorplings
that climb onto their mother’s back soon
after kirth, where they stay until they molt.
They live, on average, three to five years,
according to Texas A&M Agrilife Extension.
Treat them with respect because stings are
painful and cause swelling that can last for
severzl days. Within a few minutes we've
spotted a dozen more scorpions, some
of them no bigger than a quarter, others
as big as a fat thumb. “The sense of awe
people get when they see their first scor-
pion—especially when it’s a little kid who
finds cne—it's just great,” Francke says.

For two hours we prowl the woods,
lookirg into shadows and listening to
the low buzz of crickets and the occa-
sional twig cracking underfoot. We
point our infrared sensors into the murk,

Make a
Night of It

Recreate in the dark at these parks
and lakes across the state.

To get a glimpse of moonlight
streaming through cypress trees—
casting light on the alligators, bea-

vers, minks, and owls that live on
Caddo Lake—book a night tour with
Caddo Outback Tours in Karnack.
caddolaketours.com

Overnight guests at the Canyon of
the Eagles on Lake Buchanan can
attend programs led by a quali-
fied astronomer every Wednesday
through Sunday, weather permit-
ting. canyonoftheeagles.com

Two LCRA parks, Lake Bastrop
South Shore Park and Jessica Hol-
lis Park on Lake Austin, offer full-
moon paddle tours. lcra.org/parks

Bowfishing is legal for taking non-
game fish in Texas public waters,
and it’s a popular nighttime activity
in the Highland Lakes region and at
Martin Dies Jr. State Park in
East Texas.
highlandlakes.com; tpwd.texas.gov/
state-parks/martin-dies-jr

Other state parks offer an array
of nighttime activities, including
stargazing programs at Enchanted
Rock State Natural Area, Lake
Whitney State Park, and Bentsen-
Rio Grande Valley State Park.
tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks

Photo: Erich Schlegel



hoping to spot an armadillo, raccoon,
fox, or nesting deer, but they're staying
hidden tonight. We amuse ourselves by
pointing the devices at each other to see
how it highlights warm objects. “Let’s
walk as quietly as we can,” Francke
says. “Think about why we're here. The
important part about being in nature is
just finding yourself.”

We pause in front of a labyrinth of
carefully placed stones. One by one
we tiptoe through it, admiring the little
mound of treasures carefully arranged
at its center—a fishing lure that glows in
the black light and someone’s bandana.
We stand a few minutes, focusing on
the breeze that's whispering against our
skin, the rustling of leaves overhead, and
the feeling of solid ground beneath our
feet. “Remember to breathe,” Francke
says quietly.

We make our way back to the trailhead

then continue across the main road.
There, next to a grove of oaks and ashe
juniper, we flip the white lights of our
headlamps back on. “Sway the light
back and forth and look for green dots,”
Francke says.

We scan the ground 10 feet away,
and a constellation of green dots jumps
into view, nature’s glitter clinging to tall
grasses and low-hanging tree branches
wherever we look. “It’s all kinds of
spiders,” Francke says. “They’re every-
where” Part of me wishes I didn’t know
just how many spiders are training their
eyes on us on this humid night, but I
remind myself they are beneficial preda-
tors that keep other insects in check.

Zmikly likes hiking at night because
it forces him to use senses he doesn’t
always use, instead of relying solely on
vision. Tonight, he noticed the smell of
cedar trees and paid attention to chirping

and croaking that normally fades into
the background. “I just think the night
provides a different view of life,” he says.
“Totally different creatures come out that
we don't often see, and the adventure

of getting to see what’s around the next
curve is accentuated.”

Margo Richards, LCRA’s vice president
of community resources, says the hikes
have been popular, especially as more
people head outdoors for socially distant
recreation. At Muleshoe Bend alone,
visitation numbers are 60% higher than
they were before the pandemic began. If
positive feedback about the night hikes
keeps rolling in, they could be scheduled
at other LCRA-operated parks.

“The fun doesn’t end when the sun
goes down,” Richards says. “It's just a way
to let people see a park in a different light
than they typically would.”

Or, perhaps, a different dark. L.

Joseph Stella, Lotus 1930 ol an car

Michelson
Museum of Art

‘ys ’

/

September 16 to November 8, 2021
An exhibition of new acquisitions
including works by
Joseph Stella, Milton Avery,
John Marin, Alexander Calder
John Singer Sargent and others.

in part by

N Visil
MARSHALL JRLEGEL YA
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Forged in
Fire

Sergio Menchaca turns old steel tools and
wood scraps into “blades with a past”

By Laurel Miller

sk Sergio Menchaca when he became interested
in knives and he'll joke, “According to my dad,
the moment I was born. But in reality, he gave
me my first knife when I was 5. For some reason,
I've always been drawn to them.” Menchaca
has grown up to be the gifted, mostly self-taught knifemaker
behind Texas Sage Forge, an online operation offering high-
quality custom blades.

Menchaca’s upbringing in Junction was typical of a Hill Country
kid. He spent his time fishing, hunting, and butchering wild game
for the dinner table. Knife in hand, he began to equate preparing
food and cooking to familial love. Nowadays, he pairs antique
steel scraps such as sawmill blades, plow discs, and hay rakes for
blades with vintage wood, antlers, bone, cactus, and reclaimed
native hardwood for handles to create “blades with a past.” His
full-tang knives—the metal used to form the blade runs the full
length of the handle—start at $150. His specialties are custom
kitchen knives and 14-inch barbecue slicers for his predomi-
nantly chef and pitmaster client base, which includes Mark Scott,
co-owner and pitmaster of Convenience West barbecue in Marfa.

Menchaca, who is also the principal of Bowie High School in
Bowie, made his first knife in 2015 as “a fun way to de-stress.”
Shortly thereafter, his friend and master bladesmith Chris
Arguello invited him to learn how to forge. “It was magical,”
Menchaca recalls. “It's not just working with fire; it's about taking
something that's considered trash and transforming it into some-
thing valuable with decades of use.”

Menchaca is also inspired by turning family treasures into tools
that become heirlooms. He's made a blade from a 150-year-old
wrench that belonged to a customer’s great-grandfather and
turned an 18th-century oak wagon wheel into a handle. Custom-
ers can also have colorful epoxy resin molded into the handles.
Even using old steel, Menchaca hammers his blades to a superb
edge. “I forge thinner blades than most: Ys-inch to Yis-inch, versus
Ya-inch,” he says. “Most chefs prefer that because it yields a super
light knife that cuts effortlessly.”

Recently, Menchaca has been crafting Japanese-style blades
designed for various uses—suntoku, honesuki, nakiri—but he'll
make everything from oyster shuckers to bowies. “Crafting knives
still gives me a connection to my family.” For more information,
visit texas-sage-forge.business.site. L.
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Fin-tastic

Gulf Coast sharks preserve the delicate balance of marine life

By Melissa Gaskill

Texas State Aquarium

Chances are, if you've visited the Texas coast, you have been near sharks. Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department scientists catch sharks along the coast as a way to estimate how
many live in our waters and where. From 2010 to 2019, they caught around 1,600, includ-
ing blacktip, spinner, bonnethead, and bull sharks.

That indicates a fairly healthy shark population, which is good news. Without these
top-of-the-food-chain predators, says Greg Stunz, a researcher at Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi, animals on which they prey become over-abundant and upset the balance
in marine environments. Without sharks to eat some of the big fish on coral reefs, those
fish eat up the little fish that consume algae, allowing the green stuff to take over the reef.

Globally, sharks are disappearing, primarily because of commercial overfishing. A 2021
study published in the scientific journal Nature reported that since 1970 the number of
ocean sharks and their close relatives, rays, declined by 71%. Three-quarters of shark
species currently face risk of extinction, including several found in Texas waters, such as
hammerhead and whale sharks.

Sharks simply are not designed to survive intense fishing. “They are slow to mature, don’t
have many young, and don’t reproduce as rapidly as smaller fish,” Stunz says. “\e have to
be extremely cautious in the way we harvest them.”

26 (exashighways.com
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That
Bites

Sharks pose little danger to
humans. “We just aren’t on
the menu, and shark bites
are very rare,” Stunz says,
adding that the last fatality
by shark in Texas was over
50 years ago. “Most of the
time, they really don't want
to interact with us.” Statistics
back him up. Your likelihood
of being killed by a shark is
1in 3.7 million; of being hit
by an asteroid, 1in 700,000.
‘Here are some easy ways to
lower those odds even more.

Stay away from people
fishing or schools of fish
in the water.

Avoid being in the water
at dawn and dusk, when
sharks are most active.

When fishing, don’t put your
string of fish in the water.



40 feet )

Length of a whale shark, the
largest fish in the sea

Scalloped hammerhead
shark at Flower Garden
Banks National Marine
Sanctuary

Where to Safely
See Sharks

Texas State Aquarium, Corpus Christi
A permanent Saving Sharks exhibit features a life-size great white shark rep-
lica, jaws of a prehistoric Megalodon, full-size diving cage, and a map track-
ing tagged sharks in real time. The touch pool features small sharks; reef
sharks circle a shipwreck in the H-E-B Caribbean Sea exhibit; and sand tiger
sharks swim in the Islands of Steel exhibit. texasstateaquarium.org
Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary, Gulf of Mexico
On these reefs 80-125 miles off the Texas coast, scuba divers can get close to
avariety of sharks, including r=ef, bull, silky, sandbar and nurse sharks. Scal-
loped hammerheads gather here in large groups from January to early April,
and whale sharks pass through July to September. flowergarden.noaa.gov
Shark-a-thon, Padre Island National Seashore
The largest land-based shark-catching tournament in the world is held
Oct. 8-10 this year. Hang out cn the beach for a chanze to watch sharks of all
types and sizes get caugat, tagged, and released. sharkathon.com

Phoros: Will van Overbeek {left); Jesse Cancelmo (right)

Number of common shark
spacies in the Gulf of Mexico

6,500

Number of sharks tagged by
Texas anglers since 2014

Saving Sharks

Greg Stunz is the director of the Center for
Sportfish Science and Conservation at Texas
A&M University-Corpus Christi, which leads a
shark-tagging program in the Gulf of Mexico.
Center researchers use satellite tags, most of
them applied by recreational anglers, to track
sharks in real time. An online mapping tool
from the nonprofit OCEARCH lets anyone fol-
low along. meetoursharks.org.

Q: How did you start studying sharks?

A: As aresearcher, after a lot of discussions

on the declines in shark pcpulations, I won-
dered how populations on the Texas coast were
doing. We didn't have a lot of information, so

we designed research to answer that question.

It evolved into a tagging program tracking the
movement patterns of species such as tiger, scal-
loped hammerhead, and shortfin mako sharks.
Q: You also study how catch-and-release
affects sharks. Why?

A: More and more people are enjoying recre-
ational fishing. That's a good thing, but it puts
more pressure on our resources. To protect those
resources, more anglers practice catch-and-
release. We wondered, are the fish surviving the
process? So, we developed a citizen science
program working with anglers. On average,
about 90% of fish survive.

Q: How do sharks differ from the public’s nega-
tive perception of them?

A: Sharks are not quite the scary creatures
they've been portrayed as. Sharks are a little shy
and more cautious than ycu might expect.

Q: What is your favorite Texas shark species?
A: The mako. It’s the fastest fish in the ocean, a
very powerful and charismatic species. Individ-
uals tagged off the Texas coast spend summers
off New England or in the central Caribbean and
come back to almost the exact location where
they were tagged.
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The Pop Art Museum
indowntown San™,
Angelo is housed ir
former bowlinga

& he frontier era of San Angelo was infamous for its
alnt t e gambling halls, whiskey-filled saloons, and thriv-
ing bordellos. The San Angelo of today, however,
is a kinder, gentler town with plenty of family-
TO n friendly diversions. Its brand has transitioned from the wild-
w est of West Texas to a haven for creatives. There are two free
24-hour art galleries downtown, a weeklong fall painting
This former Wild West outpost brushes against its festival, artist studios and workshops at the Chicken Farm
artistic side Art Center, and the San Angelo Museum of Fine Arts. With the

Concho River as a backdrop, San Angelo is the perfect canvas
By Kimya Kavehkar on whick: to create your ideal weekend retreat.
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FROM COTTON FIELDS
TO BATTLEFIELDS.

Join us at the Audie Murphy/American Cotton Musetm in Greenville,
Texas on a journey of discovery that will zake you through the heyday
of the cotton fields in the 1800s to the battlefields of the 20th century.
Learn about one of America’s greatsst heroes, Audie Murphy, who
was born right here in Hunt County. eelTao

i Tues. - Sat. 10 - 5 » (903) 450-4502 ARSIt
K » Www.amacmuseum.com www.TravelGreenvill=Tx.com

Funding partially provided by City of Greenville Hotel/Motel Occupancy Tex Revenues.

OCTOBER 23-30

[

TEXAS
MARIGOLD
FESTIVAL

VISITBLANCOTEXAS.COM
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1/INTERNATIONAL
WATERLILY COLLECTION

From April to October,
water lilies of various types
bloom at Civic League Park,
which serves as the home
of the Texas Dawn variety,
designated as the Official
Water Lily of the State of
Texas in 2011.

®

5/ THE LATEST SCOOP

This family-owned down-
town ice cream parlor serves
sweet treats including frap-
pés, hot chocolate, and
smoothies. Try a scoop of
sea-salt-butter-pecan or
blueberry-lavender ice cream
in a homemade waffle cone.

30 rexashighways.com

2/ ZERO ONE ALE HOUSE
Kick back with a cold one
brewed in-house at this ca-
sual downtown restaurant.
Pair the ridiculously cheesy
cheddar blanket burger with
a pint of the popular Inter-
mission Amber bearing notes
of caramel and trcpical fruit.

6 / SILO HOUSE Located in the
artistic complex known as the
Chicken Farm Art Center, this
restaurant has on-site lodg-
ing and a menu that includes
standout dishes like fried gua-
camole wontons znd grass-
fed beef tenderloin with
citrus-jalapefio butter.

@)

3/ RIVER WALK A stroll here
shows off San Angelo’s great-
est natural treasure, the Con-
cho River. You can rent a
paddle boat, play a game of
putt-putt golf, and take in
views of the city. A mermaid
statue rising from the river
honors the freshwater pearls
found in the Concho.

7/ POP ART MUSEUM

This open-air downtown mu-
seum features colorful paint-
ings and statues that serve

as an homage to the pop art
movement. Walk through the
former bowling alley—free and
open 24 hours a day—to view
the work by local artists.

®

4/ FORT CONCHO The USS.
Army built Fort Concho in
1867—three years before the
establishment of San Angelo—
to protect frontier settlements
in the area and beyond. Today,
visitors can walk through bar-
racks, the hospital, and offi-
cers’ quarters.

G

8/ SAN ANGELO STATE PARK
Nothing can prepare you for the
majestic sight of roaming bison.
Visitors can view the beasts—
as well as Longhorns from the
state’s official herd—up close.
The park also offers campsites
with electricity, water, grills, and
picnic tables. k.

Photos: Tom McCarthy Jr.



TEXAS COUNTRY
REPORTER FESTIVAL

DOWNTOWN WAXAHACHIE

Free Admission & Saturday,
9AM-7PM %~ OCTOBER 23
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En Plein Air

While EnPleinAirTEXAS LITTLE TEXAS
is celebrating its eighth | with ouer 200 Fhlists &

Cuaftspeople, Food & MMore

WAXAHACHIECVB.COM x 469-369-4040

year in San Angelo, the

tradition that inspired

the festival has been in
Texas for a century. Texzs

Artists Camp, a group ‘ . .
founded in the areain @Z/Lédz-én @é{[%ﬁff%
b The Capital of the Texas Hill Country!
of the largest en plein
air gatherings in the
Southwest. The term is
French for “in the open
air,” and refers to a move
ment started by Impres-
sionists who would pairt
outdoors. The San Angelo
celebration, which runs
Oct. 23-30, invites art-
ists to put brush to board
in nature and visitors tc

watch. The weeklong Oct 1-11 Oct 16-17

Lo s Kerrville Folk Festival Kerrville Chalk Festival

nates in an exhibit and ; : :
SUH O R KerrvilleFolkFestival.org KerrvilleChalk.org

enpleinairtexas.com

1

KERRVILLE

CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

KerrvilleTexasCVB.com « 830-792-3535
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have it better than most. On Taursday evenings, beginners
ard experts alike gather in Pajo Durc Canyon State Park to
ride some of Texas' most thrilling trails. They glide th-ough
the canyon bottom, swoopirg under shady cottonwood
trees on the banks of the Prairie Dog Town Fork of the Red
River. They rattle across sunbaked rocky draws lined by
orange pinnacles. Those want:ng to test their legs and lungs
climd the park road 600 feet 10 the canyon rim.

When it starts getting dark, tae ride-s gather near-he park
entrance ata pavilion on the g-ounds of a complex of vaca-
ticn cabins owned by the Shepherd Etrothers, local cyclists.
Tre ridge is stocked with besr rom Amarillo’s Pencaseta
Brewing. Bratwurst sizzle on he grill. Stories are told and
re-cld with fresh embel ishmzn:.

“Cne of the main things I love about riding in the cznyon
is 2very ride is different whether you're riding in the sum-
mer when it's humid and like a junglz or in the wir tertime
whenit's dryand crisp,” says F_chard Douglass, arider from
Amarillo. “I've met so many great people through his. The
mountain biking community brings neople from all walks
of life together”

The Texas Panhandle sometimes gets a bad rap D-ivers
speeding through on Inzerstate 40 or US 87 might dismiss
the region as a horizontal expanse of dusty cotton fields,
lonesome grain silos, and stinky feedlots. But this is an
unin‘ormed perspective, as one look at a topographic map
reveals. The Panhandle Plains are cartainly vast, jut riv-
ers and creeks slash the country like lightning bolts. "hese
drainages pierce the mighty Caprock Escarpment, creating
ajambled shelf over the rolling plains to the east. Mill2nnia
of erasion by wind and water have forged a landscape of
valleys, breaks, and canyons.

[ setout this summer from “dcwnsiate”—the loczls term
fortaerest of Texas—to explore the Panhandle canyonlands
frem Caprock Canyons to Palo Duro Canyon to the Cana-
dian River. I discoverec not cnly a vibrant comnyanity of
local outdoors-lovers, but alse & wealth of adventures and
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distinctive landscapes, all anchored in the rugged history
that characterizes the American frontier. Plus, I saw at least
one Texas horned lizard on each day of my trip—always z
good omen.

CAPROCK CANYONS

WE'RE DRIVING THROUGH THE PLAINS SOUTH OF
Quitaque when Chris Podzemny, a local trail-builder and
my guide for the day, swerves to a stop at a state historical
marker. The plaque recounts the Republic of Texas'ill-fated
Santa Fe Expedition that trudged north through here in 1841
during a failed attempt to claim New Mexico for Texas
Disoriented, hungry, and peppered by Kiowa attacks, the
expedition made camp nearby at the juncture of Quitaque
and Los Lingos creeks.

It's easy to imagine getting lostamong the swells and val-
leys that approach the caprock, but today we have a clear
destination—the Caprock Canyons Trailway, a 65-mile
route that follows an old railroad bed between the towns
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DURANGO, COLORADO. MOAB, UTAH.
Bentonville, Arkansas. In Chris Podzemny’s
vision, the Texas Panhandle will one day
take its place among the pantheon of great
mountain-biking destinations.

An avid cyclist, Podzemny has spent more
than a decade building and advocating for
hiking and biking trails in Palo Duro Canyon
State Park and on other public lands in the
Panhandle. He's a founding director of Six
Pack Outdoors, an Amarillo nonprofit that
organizes bike races across the region and
uses the proceeds to build trails.

A dedicated volunteer, Podzemny's
passion-fueled hobby turned into his full-
time job last November when the Fairly
Foundation—a philanthropic arm of the
Fairly Group, an Amarillo risk-consulting
firm—offered him a job as a full-time trail
advocate and builder.

“A good trail system is the easiest, fastest,
most efficient way for any community to
improve their local quality of life,” he says.
“We've got lots of great canyons all over the
Panhandle. It's my mission and job to identify
those areas and make excellent trails."”

Podzemny says he's helped build about
80 miles of trail over the past 10 years in
conjunction with Six Pack Outdoors and the
Palo Duro Corps of Engineers. He expects
to add another 20 miles to that tally this
year and for each of the next several years.
The projects include new or improved trail
systems at Johnson Parl in Borger; Buffalo
Hill in Canyon; Palo Duro Reservoir near
Spearman; the Ninth Street Trails in Amarillo;
and the Bureau of Land Management Cross
Bar Ranch north of Amarillo.

At the Rick Klein Sports Complex in Ama-
rillo, 15 miles of new trails include a 4-mile
stretch laid out in the shape of a tarantula.

“We've got about a section of land out
there, and we made it into a geoglyph, an
earth drawing,” Podzemny says. “I got to
measuring it, and it turns out it's the largest
anthropomorphic geoglyph in the Americas.
The city is applying for recognition from the
Guinness World Records.”
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of Estelline and South Plains. The railroad opened in 1928,
hauling commodities like cattle, cotton, and gravel across
the Panhandle. The line closed in 1989, and by 1994, the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department had converted it into
a trail. While Caprock Canyons State Park and Trailway is
best known for its 300-head bison herd, prairie dog towns,
and hiking trails that navigate 1,000 feet of elevation from
the top of the Caprock Escarpment to the Little Red River,
we've brought bikes for a moderate 21-mile, out-and-back
route starting at Monk’s Crossing.

Pedaling along a section of trail that's mostly flat and
surfaced with crushed rock and packed dirt, I dodge a
parade of grasshoppers, six-lined racerunner lizards,
and a couple of horny toads—all fat and happy with the
unusually wet summer. The star of this section of trail is the
Clarity Tunnel, a 725-foot railroad shaft through a rocky
hill. A colony of a half-million Mexican free-tailed bats has
taken up summer residence in the tunnel. It's not neces-
sarily for the squeamish, but riding a bike through the dark
corridor—navigating a thin track through foot-deep guano
with the chirping of bats overhead amid an intense odor of
ammonia—makes for a memorable adventure.

The payoff is spectacular scenery. As the trail fol-
lows Quitaque Creek and climbs in elevation, numerous
bridges cross the gravel stream, giving overhead views of
clear waters trickling through red-rock ravines and sandy
banks thick with cottonwoods and wild plums. Overhead,
Mississippikites soar against a backdrop of billowing cumu-
lous clouds.




“It's a pretty hardcore trail—not a Disney ride for sure,”
Donald Beard, the superintendent of Caprock Canyons
State Park and Trailway, tells me later in reference to the
full 65-mile route. “You're on your own. Cell phone service
may or may not work. But for alot of people, it's a challenge
they want to conquer.”

PALO DURO CANYON

GIVEN THE PIVOTAL ROLE OF HORSES IN PANHANDLE
history, horseback rides provide a fitting perspective of
Palo Duro Canyon, the region’s signature natural attrac-
tion. The Spanish introduced horses to Texas in the 16th
century: Francisco Coronado first traversed the Panhandle.
including the canyon, in 1541. Plains tribes including the
Kiowa, Apache, and Comanche quickly seized on the ani-
mals’ potential, evolving into master horsemen as warriors
and hunters. The U.S. Cavalry subsequently fought the tribes
on horseback and targeted the tribes’ remudas, aruthlessly
effective tactic on full display at the Battle of Palo Durc
in 1874, a decisive defeat for the Comanches. The battle
helped clear the way for sprawling cattle ranches built by
cowboys like Charles Goodnight, forever linked with horses
in Texas legend.

“Palo Duro Canyon and the surrounding area was the last
free home of the most powerful Indian tribe in American
history—the Comanches,” says Phyllis Golden, owner of
Cowagirls and Cowboys in the West, which guides horseback
rides on Los Cedros Ranch near Amarillo. “This was their
winter home. When you get to the rim of the canyon, you'll
see the protection from the wind and weatherin the canyon.
And there’s water down there, which is very rare here.”

On our ride, Golden’s American quarter horses amble
outacross the open prairie, stepping around mesquite trees
and prickly pear cactus. Spotting movement in the thick
grass, a wrangler pounces from her horse and snatches a
horny toad from the brush to show the riders. Soon, the land
starts buckling into shallow draws before abruptly giving
way to the massive chasm of Palo Duro Canyon. We stop
for pictures against a backdrop of big sky sliced in half by
the opposite canyon rim and its walls of banded orange
pink, and green.

Later, in a visit to Palo Duro Canyon State Park, I walk
along the Prairie Dog Town Fork of the Red River, which is
flowing swiftly from summer rains. I try to picture how this
narrow stream could carve a canyon 800 feet deep, 12C
mileslong, and 12 miles wide. On a hike up the canyon walls
on the Rock Garden Trail, I reach a point on the Tub Springs
Draw Spur—named for an old cowboy bathing spot—where
ashallow slot canyon opens to a dry pouroff over a massive
box canyon. I shimmy out on my stomach to crane my neck
over the ledge for a head-spinning look at a shimmering
pool far below.

“When you start to think of this place in terms of edges, it
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CLOCKWISE: Park
Ranger Kenny Points
demonstrates an atlatl
at Alibates Flint Quarries
National Monument;
sunset at the Shepherd
Brothers Cabin Rentals;
cycling at Palo Duro
Canyon State Park.

covers so many different aspects,” says Jeff Davis, Palo Duro
assistant park superintendent. “We're in this liminal space
where the flats of the High Plains turn into the Rolling Plains
at the Caprock Escarpment. We are at a juncture between
different migratory paths of birds. And this canyon was the
site of the Battle of Palo Duro, which was the edges of two
culturesreally clashing with each otherand the end of away
of life for one of those cultures.”

CANADIAN RIVER VALLEY

A FASCINATING PHENOMENON UNFOLDS WHEN
approaching the Canadian River from State Highway 136
at Alibates Flint Quarries National Monument. Just as the
park road begins to descend into the valley, a massive view
opens of the river channel splitting the valley before flow-
ing into the blue water of Lake Meredith. The river water,
hued a burnt orange from the surrounding rocks, meets
the lake, creating a vibrant borderline of orange and blue
that fades as the waters blend and give way to the lake's
ultramarine depths.

The scene is a precursor of the colorful Alibates flint rock
I've come to see. President Lyndon B. Johnson created this
national monument in the 1960s to protect the ancient
quarries located above the river valley when the Canadian
River was dammed to create Lake Meredith for water sup-
ply and recreation. Archeologists have discovered evidence
of a succession of indigenous cultures living here as long
as 13,000 years ago. The monument includes the remains
of avillage of the Antelope Creek people, who lived above
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the valley from roughly A.D 1150 to 1450 as well as mare
than 700 flint quarries. Dug “ror: thz dolorite caprocx, the
quarries are shallow depressions each about the diamreter
of a tetherball court.

Alikates flint—which wes named in the early 1300s
for a 1acal cowboy named Allen Bates—c zcurs in about a
10-square-mile area, explains Fark Ranger Kenny Points,
during one of the daily hiking tours to see tke quarries. Long
ago, the natives figured our -he flint could be shaped using
stone hammers into hard, saar» blades ‘or spear points,
drills, scrapers, and arrowt.eads. Tools made from Alibates
flint have been found as “a- afield as Mexico, Montana,
and tke Mississippi River. Conversely, archeologists have
found far-flung artifacts here, including pipe stone from
Minnesota, obsidian from Naw Mexico, ar:d seashells from
the Pacific Ocean.

“It's just really amazing fo- rock to trave! from Minnesata
to here before there’san autcmobile orevenahorseto zring
it here, and for this rock to iravel all the way from here to
the Great Lakes,” Points savs.

In Qctober, when the weather is cooler and in recogni-
tion of Texas Archeology Month, park rangerslead Satu-day
tours of the Antelope Creek village site, which is located a
mile from the quarries them.selves. “[t was about amile walk
to work for them,” Points says. ‘We think that happsred
because the flintwas being rraded so heavi_y that they d-cn't
want to show anybody the exact location of the quarries.”

The caution of the Antelope Creex people makes perfact
sense. Butafter exploring the Panhanadle’s canyonlands and
the scenic adventures around them, I see -2 reason to keep
these Texas treasures a secret. L

4
your own food on an excursion to the Panhandle

canyonlands, but visiting the local towns adds
color to your adventures,

TURKEY

TONY'’S: breakfast, Tex-Mex, burgers, sand-
wiches, and ice cream. 806-423-1579

HOTEL TURKEY: historic hotel and restaurant
celebrating the legacy of native son and Western
swing pioneer Bob Wills with regular live music.
RV hookups available. Rooms start at $80/night.
806-759-0272; hotelturkeytexas.com

QUITAQUE

THE COFFEE MILL & MERCANTILE: a Caprock
Canyons pit stop with baked goods, sand-
wiches, ice cream, and desserts.
806-455-1029; facebook.com/quitaquecoffee

AMARILLO

COWGIRLS AND COWBOYS IN THE WEST:
horseback rides and chuckwagon events on
the rim of Palo Duro Canyon. 806-672-9256;
cowgirlsandcowboysinthewest.com

CANYON

JOE TACO CANYON: Tex-Mex with spacious
open-air seating and bar on the downtown
square. 806-452-8226; joetaco.net
PALACE COFFEE: a cool urban spot serving
stout coffee on the downtown square.
806-476-0111; palacecoffee.co

PALO DURO CANYON

SHEPHERD BROTHERS CABIN

RENTALS: Located 1.5 miles from the Palo

Duro Canyon State Park entrance, these cabins
feature kitchenettes, prairie views, architec-
tural flourishes, and a garden pavilion area.
Cabin rates start at $75/night. facebook.com/
shepherdbrotherscabinrentals

DOVES REST CABINS: luxury lodgings ranging
from efficiency cabins to a four-bedroom house
with some houses sitting on Palo Duro Canyon’s
rim. The property contains a 17-acre natural
area and a bison jump where Comanche hunters
once ran bison off the canyon precipice. Cabin
rates start at $199/night. dovesrestcabins.com

FRITCH

SMOKE RINGS CRAFT BBQ: barbecue stan-
dards, smoked-meat sandwiches and burritos,
and fried mac-and-cheese. 806-857-0004;
facebook.com/geterdonebbq
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Before

[l
Texas‘}‘ny

home,

I was entirely ignorant of grackles. I ara from England, and

I'd been looking forward to seeing new creatures in my new W
home—armadillos, for example, a few snakes, perhaps even 8
a puma (from a distance). No one told e about grackles. No
one talked about grackles. But here I was, and there they were,
seeminglyall about Austin, from parks tc parking lots. Strange
black broken umbrellas making their noise of disquiet. “What
is that?” I asked a native, pointing to the shadowy thing. “A
grackle,” the shrugged response. Good heavens.

“Grackle” does not sound like a bird’s name. Rather it is the
description of anoise, something betweea agrate and a cackle.
When I came to live here in 2010, I thought at first this was
the local nickname, but I soon learned it's their actual name.
The word grackle is derived from “graculus,” a New Latinism
meaning “jackdaw,” which is a European crow. “Gracula” is a
variation of graculus. In1772, the word “gracule” was first used
in English as a modern adaptation of the Latin. “Dracul” is the
Romanian word for the devil. It is not taking it so very far to

see these birds as descendants of Vlad Teoes, the Impaler, who Graclﬂesung for
inspired Bram Stoker’s vampire. use in the household

There are three species of grackle. The common grackle, the Monday’s grackle is fleet of foot.
boat-tailed grackle, and the great-tailed grackle. The common Tuesday’s grackle is made of root.
grackle is the one that migrates long distances. There are two Wednesday's grackle eats old people’s fleas.
forms of common grackle: the bronzed g-ackle and the purple Thursday's grackle invites disease.
grackle, both smaller than the other two species, with ashorter Friday's grackle rips open doves.
tail and smaller bill. The boat-tailed grackle is a marsh bird Saturday’s grackle steals little loves.
and in general keeps close to the water. Unlike the other two Sunday's grackle is in the house.

species, it prefers to stay near the Atlantic and Gulf coasts and
has little interest in world domination unlike the great-tailed
grackle, with a habitat covering more aad more of America.
It has not yet reached the East Coast bu: hopes to very soon.
The great-tailed grackle, with its menacing yellow eyes, is the
subject of this essay, our hero—or villain.
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Solomon Grackle,
Solomon brackte
Has the most terrifying cackle,
He screeches in the street
And stole the butcher's meat.
To shut up the singing lark
He screeches in the city park.
He hides in church places
To fright all the sad faces
Waiting for the mourners
He lurks in dark corners
And when out they weep
He gives a shrilling shriek.

This is the house that grack built
It is made of old skin and banes, hair and moans, dead flies,
children’s cries. It has twists of rusted wire and a baby’s pacifier, it is

The gracKle is a rather discouraging, miserably
vicious-looking bird. Many people loathe it, but [ have an
increasing fascination for it. A grackle is living proof of
monsters, of goblins, of creatures that we otherwise claim
as fiction. At times I do not think it can be a bird at all.
Perhaps it is actually a thing, a thing made from the souls
of dead glum people. It appears not to be made up of
feathers and flesh but rather of old leather, bits of broken
umbrellas, of torn kites, of old Victorian ladies’ fans (or old
Victorian ladies), of abandoned toupees where the rubber
underneath the hair is very visible. Instead of a rib cage,
perhaps its anatomy boasts a rusted and bent bicycle
wheel, or perhaps a coat hanger. For lungs? Abandoned
gloves (medical ones, most probably). Its long tail feath-
ers might be a shoehorn or the minute hand from an old
station clock. Surely a black tie from a funeral is among
its wing feathers. Perhaps a handsaw, too, an exhaust
pipe, aripped flag, a hot dog, a shoe, a stethoscope, dollar
bills, bin liners, plastic bottles. Sometimes, looking at the
grackle,  wonder if its legs are made of barbed wire and
its feet plastic cutlery.

Am I being unfair? It's just that grackles seem somehow
constructed, artificial, made up. The noise they make, too,
is not like any noise I've ever heard coming from any other
bird. It doesn’t sound like anything in any way natural. It
sounds man-made, like the loud and unwelcome shrieks
of rusty machinery. It sounds mechanical. It sounds like
something failing.

The grackles hop and strut outside my home, looking
grimly at everything, twisting their heads, letting forth their
attitude. They have no majesty. They look like beggars,
plague doctors, bitter humans sucked of all juice. There is
nothing liquid about grackles; they are all cartilage. Some-
times you see a flash of blue or purple in their iridescent

made of dolls’ clothing and secret loathing. That is the house that grack built.
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Otd Brack Coat
Screech screecher, beak
clatter, snap snapper, black
maker, black giver, black
matter, matter matter, natter
natter, mutter mutter, screech!
Ka-reek, Ka-reek, crack,
crack, crack, crack. Old

black coat.

tail feathers, and this seems to have come from some of the
color glimpsed as you move an old daguerreotype in your
hand. Perhaps they are the physical embodiment of lost
portraits of the dead. They are what happens to photograph
albums after they have been abandoned orlost or orphaned.
Living with these creatures seems unwise and full of bad
luck, but there is something almost mythical in watching
morphed human souls or burnt abandoned objects taking
a vaguely bird-shape form, hopping, screeching, perching
on everything, accusing, lamenting, blaming, chattering,
shrieking, laughing as you go aboutyour personal business.

Ican’thelp but think of the French anthropologist Claude
Lévi-Strauss’ famous comment that animals are “good to
think with.” Looking at grackles—unafraid, indifferent,
suffering from verbal diarrhea, with never an unexpressed
thought—it is tempting to think they are commenting on
humanity. I suppose there are old nursery rhymes about
grackles because the creature is so illustrative, so ripe for
storytelling. They also seem like they would fit very neatly
into children’s cautionary tales. Surely some old, deceased-
age grackle tales were told in the household by the light
of a fire to infants who would not settle. Surely once upon
a time in Texas, where these things dot the landscape in
abundance, parents soothed their babies to sleep by singing
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old lullabies about grackles. But I have not found any, and
so | have made some of my own, a handful of which I have
dropped in here as possibilities.

bracktes are natives. They belong here. This is their
home. But they are also extending their home throughout
North America, making themselves at home everywhere.
Their noise is the soundtrack to our lives in this part of

the world. Grackles move around urban streets taking
control, stealing from humans and from birds, dominat-
ing smaller birds, even eating a sparrow out of sheer fury.
They congregate outside supermarkets and sing their long
and raucous operas every evening.

I asked the novelist and Texas historian Stephen Har-
rigan about grackles. | wondered if he knew of an instance
like, for example, that of geese saving Rome in 387 B.C. by
alerting the populace with their honking to an army of Gauls
come (o invade. If not that, then maybe something along
the lines of pigeons acting as messengers during World War
I. Were grackles at the siege of the Alamo perchance, pro-
viding commentary? Harrigan can't help me there, but he
does, characteristically, have an eloquent response to the
creature: “What strikes me as special about grackles is that



Speak Truth
Along-legged wild dog is called a jackal
No one has ever seen a dead grackle.

bracky, Gracky, Raw Throat
Whither do you yell and gloat,
Is it because you can tell
Which of us is bound for hell?

they're among the easiest birds to contemplate. You don't
need binoculars to see them, they're not skittish around
humans, and they're sort of always there. The more I look
at them, the more [ understand the link between birds and
dinosaurs. In the way their bodies are conformed—and the
way theystrutaround, alertand knowing—they seem to me
like miniature velociraptors.”

I agree with him, though they seem to me also modern
somehow—and the bird we deserve. As humanity extends
its merk upon nature, so the grackles increase.

Cliff Shackelford, statewide ornithologist for the Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department, is a walking encyclopedia
of birds. He was able to offer some specifics: “The increase
in the great-tailed grackle is a direct result of urbanization
just like with the explosion in rodents and roaches in our
cities, all of which benefit from man’s doings. Not every-
one considers them a nuisance. I've heard from several
birdwatchers who claim it’s their favorite species because
they're interesting to watch, especially when males display
to females in springtime. Plus, folks are amazed at the vari-
ety of bizarre sounds made by the males.”

Grzckles seem always to be performing. Not just the
males putting on the deafening displays of courtship as
they fluff their feathers, but also stalking and watching and

pushing others out of the way.

InMexican folklore, the zanate, which iswhat the grackle
is called in Spanish, was silent at creation. But then it stole
seven songs from the sea turtle. The noise a grackle makes
certainly feels like a strangulation: unharmonious, unlovely,
purloined. It seems when the grackle stole the turtle’s songs,
it neglected to learn them very well—or in its performance,
the songs, possibly cleverer than their stealer, betray the
crime in performance. Is the grackle desperately trying to
get the songs right but ever failing? Does it have a distant
memory of a beautiful noise, and yet each time it attempts
to reproduce it, it's cursed with its own creaking cacoph-
ony? Or, over time, has the grackle made the turtle’s songs
its own—a sound astonishingly lovely to other grackles?
Regardless, no one makes music like the grackle.

Grackles tell it like it is. Endlessly quarreling, singing out
of key, keeping close together, yet always seeming alone.
Physiognomywould declare grackles villains—those pointy
beaks!—and yet they are just themselves, stubbornly,
wonderfully, darkly, noisily the grackle. They are superbly
dramatic, dressed in mourning like Hamlet, and as they
slope along there’s something of Richard III in them. They
are always theatrical, always soliloquizing. They are also
evidence of survival, heroes of longevity, of a singular life.

Grackles add salt to our daily diets. Or is it a memento
mori? Whatever it is, whatever they are saying, they are
these shadows in our lives, our daily shadow, not going any-
where; they are going everywhere. Coming soon or here
already, grackles scream on. L
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Rediscover the joy of communal grooving as venus
reopen and festivals resume across the state
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Shane Smith and The
Saints perform at White-
water Amphitheater in
New Braunfels.

: Tiffany Hofeldt OCTOBER 2021 49



Austin City Limits Music Festival, headlined by George

. Strait, Billie Eilish, Duran Duran, and Megan Thee Stallion,

is impressive—but ACL would've sold out both weekends

in record time no matter who was booked.

That's how starved for live music we were in May, when
all three-day wristbands to the 75,000-capacity event
sold out in just under three hours. ACL Fest has been held

) _ at Zilker Park every autumn since 2002, except one. The

resounding silence of 2020 made this year’s festival the

~ place to be more than ever before.

The return of live music to Texas stages has been as
gradual and deliberate as a first encounter with Zilker

~ Park’s frigid Barton Springs Pool. Mask-required socially

distanced shows, sometimes with audiences in cars, were
the toe in the water. And while everyone's eager for the
big, here-goes-nothing plunge and shriek, the delta variant
has required venues, artists, and promoters to continue to
approach with caution. In August, ACL Fest promoter C3
Presents announced attendees would be required to show
proof of vaccination or a negative COVID-19 test before
entering the fest.

Sure, we've had music streaming on demand every
minute of the day, but what we've missed is the sense of
camaraderie among concertgoers. Here, four Texas music
fans share which venues they can’t wait to get back to.

’
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:
The crowd readies at White-
water Amphitheater; Willliam
Clark Green headlines the New
Braunfels venue; Grupo Intenso
at Payn= Arena in Hidalgo.

RAILROAD BLUES, ALPINE

Railroad Blues in Alpine bills itse_f as the “World Famous
Beer and Wine Tour st Trep.” But it's with the tonge-in-
cheek confidence of a live music venue that knows i-'s the
real deal -or nearly three decadzs, the Blues has been a
musical oasis—one o- the few places to hear live original
music batween El Paso and San Antonio. The venue is also
famous for its homemade sargria, which ferments Zor a
month fcr an extra kick. But waat really distinguishes this
club located between a dry creek and railroad tracks, is
the peoole.

A mix of native Aloiniars, Sul Foss Stzte University stu-
dents, and Big Bend tour:sts, -he Blues ccowd knows whzt
they're in “or at the West Texas town with a tradition of
escape. Sotheyreactaccordingly by gettirglostin the nusic.

The Eest entertainment is sometimes cn the patio This :s
where theregulars gather zround a fire pizand tell crazv stc-
ries or goad-nataredly rib he famous hipster-artist outpost

.

- Phe Tiflay Hul'(—'l(y_ . Y -

26 miles away. When someone wears a Hawaiian shirt and parachute pants
with a Stetson in Mzrfz, it’'s ironic. Ir. Alpine, i's Saturday night.

Though the Blues is known for live music (more 2ften count:y than blues),
the craziest night of the week is the one without a band: Wecnesday's Kara-
oke Night. When a ragular named Vincent sings the am-reck classic “The
Ballroom Bl tz," tae place gets rowdv and barstools occasionally topple. But
Becca, another regular, alwzys brings down the hcuse w::h Elton John's
“Bennie anc the [ets” Host/D” Brady Wilkins keeps the good times flowing,
even if many of the singers couldn’t carry a tune if it had handles.

Railroad Blues is also a place for profess.onal musicians. On a tour of
2,000-capacity amphithezters in 2019, multi-genre singer-songwriter
Ryan Bingham macde a detour an hour off Interstate 0 to acknowledge the
264-capacity club’s role in his early career.

“When our band wes starting out in Aust.r: [circa 2006], w= were always
broks, and t meswere hard,” Bingham told theAlpine zudience. “But Railroad
Blues was a special place to play. It’s so good to be back.”

Austin-based musician Carolyn Wonderlznd for.dly recalls Eerdebut at the
venue 20 years ago “Thataudience gives you a chance,” she says. There was
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aguywho keptyelling out requests, untilawoman shu: him
down. “Just play what you want to play, baby!” she shcuted
to Wonderland, with the crowd roaring in approval. “We had
‘em dancing around the fire pit,” Wonderland says.

Some of the other big acts who've played at Blues include
Jerry Jeff Walker, Kinky Friedman, Alejandro Escovedo, Pat
Green, Wade Bowen, Dirty River Boys, and Eli Young Band. El
Paso club owner Tim Wilson saw those names and made the
220-mile trek to Alpine to see what was so special. Greeted
by an antique fire truck at the entrance, emblazoned with
“Puttin’ Out Old Flames,” Wilson says he quickly realized
“there’sjustnowhere else like it"When Railroad Blues came
up for sale in 2013, Wilson bought it.

This year, Wilson invested nearly $250,000 to add
a brewery to the club. “When Big Bend Brewery shut
down a couple years ago, it really left a void in downtown
Alpine,” Blues manager Chris “Chrispy” Puckett says. The

..~ . Bluesbrews “all the hits” Puckett says, alluding to pilsners,

porters, and IPAs, plus hard ciders and seltzers. “We'll be

g ’
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dabbling in evervthing"

Reinvention is a key post-pandemic activity, Eu it's
good to see thattae club’s self-deprecating humor remains
intact. “Ou- beer is going to ke really great,” Wilson <ays.
After a pause, he followed up with: “Or it may suck.”
—Michael Corco-an

WHITEWATER AMPHITHEATER, NEW BRAUNFELS

On a balmy night in April 2C16, Neil Ycung had al-eady
driven the raucous crowd at the Whitewater Amphitkeater
in New Braunfels wild with a blistering set of some of his
greatest hits. The band rocked, and Young was in finz form
with his quivering voice and battered black Gibson Les Paul
electric guitar.

Jo- )

CLCCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Gerio Dela-
fase & French Rockin’ Boogie at Railroad
Blues in Alpine; guitarist Josh Serrato at
Whitewater Amphitheater; classic cars
in front of Devil’s Backbone Tavern &
Dancehall in Fischer.

Upcoming Shows: Cece Ser<or(Oct. 9), lonathan Foster
(Ccct. 19) Current COVID Policy: Masks zre encouragz3.
504 W. Holland Ave. 432-8=7-3103; rai roadblues.com

And then Willie Nelson stepped onto the stage, carrying his trusted gui-- ",
tar, Trigger.

“Let me get my harmonica here, Willie,” Young muttered, before they
launched into “Are There Any More Real Cowboys?”

It was a music lover’s dream.

Such concerts are commonplace out on Farm-to-Market Road 306, west
of Gruene and a stone’s throw from Canyon Lake. _

Musicians perform on a stage flanked by majestic cypress trees, with the .
Guadalupe River rushing by within earshot. Even parking the car before a
show is an aural adventure, with the sounds of bullfrogs, birds, crickets, and
inner-tubers competing for attention with the gurgle of the river and the
crunch of gravel underfoot.

Most fans crowd in shoulder to shoulder in front of the stage at the
5,500-capacity venue. Others take in the show in comfort at reserved
bleacher-style seating or VIP skyboxes. ' e

Americana music is the amphitheater’s strong suit, and the rustic Texas i
landscape provides the perfect setting for the hip-swiveling moves of Dwight-
Yoakam or the famed mumbles of Bob Dylan while singing “Like a Rolling
Stone” and “Simple Twist of Fate.” Only the outdoor stages at Luckenbach . "~
or John T. Floore Country Store in Helotes come close to the don't-fence-
me-in vibe.

“Playing Whitewater Amphitheateris amagical experience like none other
offered in Texas,” says Randy Rogers, who has played the stage several times.~ "~ .
with his band and is also an investor in the venue. “Nothing beats being right
on the river next to those beautiful trees with such a great crowd of people -
who appreciate sharing the Hill Country experience with the artist onstage.” ,* -~ '

[ had seen Neil Young perform solo before, but I had longed to see the
Godfather of Grunge prowling the stage as he did decades ago with Buffalo
Springfield, Crazy Horse, and the supergroup Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young.

On that April night, I got my wish. The rock giant plugged in with Promise
of the Real, the band featuring Willie Nelson's kids. | wasn't quite prepared o
for the passionate full-band rendition of “Out on the Weekend” or a cover ~ *
of Merle Haggard’s “Okie From Muskogee” or better yet, the electrifying dis-
torted jam on “Down by the River”

[ drove from San Antonio for the show, and most of the thousands of oth-
ers in attendance also traveled from outside Comal County. That's typical -
of shows at Whitewater, which opened in 2007. Concertgoers often float
the river in the afternoon before catching a show at night. A $70 million
expansion, expected to be completed by summer 2022, will add even more
diversions to enjoy, including zip lines, a roller coaster, and a restaurant.

“We are a true destination venue,” owner and developer William Korioth
says. “They're coming to the Hill Country for a show, and they’re going to
want to stay." —Hector Saldafia

Sy

Upcoming Shows: Willie Nelson & Family with special guest Pat Green
(Oct. 8 & 9), Chris Young (Oct. 22), A Day To Remember (Oct. 24)
Current COVID Policy: Vaccination or negative tests recommended.
11860 FM 306. 830-964-3800; whitewaterrocks.com
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PAYNE ARENA, HIDALGO S
In the 10-mile stretch between McAllen and the U.S.-Mexico border, you
wouldn’t expect to find a 7,000-seat venue. Payne Arena, a $20 million

multipurpose complex, boasts a diverse group of American, Mexican, and -~
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' s " international acts every weekend.

r X The best thing about Payne Arena is that “it’s not too big,

g not too small,” which makes “every seat in the house a great

.'~ ~ seat,”says general manager Eric Trevifio, who has been with

~."--  thevenue since 2006.Afterall these years, he says the “hap-

" - piness of the fans still gives him chills” .

2% © Due to the pandemic, the excitement was put on hold CLOCKWISE FROM
.+, asPayne Arena closed from the first weekend of March TOP LEFT: The bar
.-f."-' ", through December 2020. Now that live shows are back up at Devil's Backbone
:-_ . and running, upcoming concerts bring back memories of Tavern & Dancehall;
- performances past. rockabilly band
~"-- . Inspring 2006, I saw Ramén Ayalay Sus Bravos del Norte The Georges at the

: e, bring theirbrand of Nortefio, an accordion-based genre from Fischer venue; Grupo
( the border of Tt?xas and Mexico, to‘what Was -then known as Intenso at Payne
3™ . DodgeArena. I've made my home in Austin since 1998, but [ 7

spentseveral months thatyear helping myfatherrecuperate
Nl after a surgery. When he'd recovered enough to do things
. onhisown and I was about to return to Austin, I treated us
" to concert tickets. We were both avid fans. I'd idolized the
. '<+_ group forsolong, Iworried Iwould cry or scream when they
reached the stage.
The band, together since 1971, played almost every song [
could have wished for, from “Tragos Amargos” to “Las Casas

A de Madera” to the song whose accordion still makes my
K heart trill, “Un Rinconcito en el Cielo.” Dancing had broken
” -+ outright in front of the stage and down the aisles. Polkas,
~» . cumbias, boleros, huapangos—it took everything I had to
I stay at my father’s side and not scope out potential dance
- ~ . partners.Inany previous time, Iwould have thrown my body
) _f " into the tumult until the very last song.
§ ~ ° The current calendar of events has me wishing I could
< ".. escape to the Rio Grande Valley for a few months. As an
. .. aging Austinite, I'm too old now to enjoy the typical festi-
of val scene: standing for hours in dirt and mud, trudging to

faraway port-a-potties, and batting away hungry swarms
" of mosquitos that aren't affected by the billowing clouds
- © - of cigarette smoke. | much prefer places like Payne, where
7 Icanstill see the major acts I adore while seated and with Lege kept the dance floor packed as he played a steady stream of Cajun
fresh air conditioning blowing my way. —ire'ne lara silva two-steps and waltzes.
7t A month later, COVID-19 forced the Devil’s Backbone Tavern to shut
Upcoming Shows: Morat (Oct. 15), Maluma (Oct. 16). it daes,

;- Current COVID Policy: Masks are highly recommended Robyn and John Ludwick and their business partner, Abbey Road, had
but not required. purchased the historic 1937 venue in the summer of 2018 and reopened the

S 2600 N. 10th St. 956-843-6688; hidalgoarena.com dance hall that October. This revitalized version of the tavern was reminis-
b cent of Soap Creek Saloon, a storied club on the outskirts of Austin back
in the 1970s. Soap Creek presented great music throughout the week in

2 .
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DEVIL'S BACKBONE TAVERN, FISCHER
The last time I'd been to the Devil's Backbone Tavern &
Dancehall, 15 miles west of San Marcos, was Feb. 25, 2020.
It was Mardi Gras, and my wife and I were judging the Fat
Tuesday Gumbo Cookoff. Most of the gumbo entries were
top-shelf, and we ended up making friends with the winner.
The best, most authentic part of the night was listening to
Jesse Lege, an accordionist and Cajun Hall of Fame inductee
‘from southwest Louisiana, playwith his band, Bosco Stomp.

’

4 (éxashr_ghways com

a roadhouse that felt like it was in the middle of nowhere, instead of a
quarter-mile from the then-young suburb of West Lake Hills.

Though the new proprietors of Devil's Backbone Tavern instituted a no-
smoking policy, the venue was otherwise the same as it ever was since it
first opened, down to the dollar bills pinned to the ceiling and the shuffle-
board and washer pitching out back—until the pandemic arrived.

“We closed three times—March 21,2020, and again in June and Novem-
ber 2020,” Robyn says. GoFundMe pages were created to fundraise for
the bartenders. The Ludwicks and Road helped the staff of 10 apply for

v,
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governmen: assistance, and they took out a Small Business Administra-
tion loan.

After cbtaining a food license, the bar portion of th2 tavern reopened in
early 2021, spurred by what Rokyn describes as the n=ed to prov.de ap’ace
for the regulars. “I was highly concerned about the Iz cals, many of whom
are in their 70s and 80s. They needed a place to get together.”

Live music was slower to retu-n. There is no outdocr stage, and the venue
has an older clientele, as well as older performers—such as Earl Poole Ball,
Miss Lavelle White, Toni Price and Linca Gail Lewis—concerned about
playing indoors.

DBT's first full-capacity show since March 2020 tock place cn April 25,
2021, wizh rockabilly band The Georges welcoming the crowds back.

I returned for a Sunday afternoon show and dance in June. The featured
entertainmant was Lege and znother version of Boszo Stomp. Danzers
were busv moving, and listeners focused on the music.

The dance hallis air-conditioned now, making gigs 22ssible during sum-
mer months. The jukebox in -he bar has been restocked with a curated
ear: Doug Sahm singles replace Brooks & Dunn. The live music is still not

-, Photos: Tom McCarlh} Ir. lfopjeli aj'm rightk: Tiffany Hofeld1 (bottom left)
0 Sty S8 s 4 s 1 .

completely back to normal. For example, Tuesday Barrel-
house Piano aight, featuring keyboardists, mcved from the
bar into the l2ss-cor.fined quarters oZ the dar.ce hall.

“We're slowly building back our live music calendar,”
Robvn says. “The most important thing for us is the hang.
The-egularsa-the berare the heartoZ the operation. We cel-
ebrate -heir hirthdays. When someone has madical issues,
we do a benefit. The Backbor.e opened during the hardest
times this country has ever seea. Itwasaplace to gather then,
and it's a place to gather now. I never had a doubt we'd be
OK." —loe Nick Patoski k.

Uncoming Shows: Whitey Johnson fzaturir 3 Gary Nich-
olson (Oct. 22), Jeff Plankenhorn & Michz2l O'Connor
(Nov. 12), Warren Hood Band (Ncv. 28). Current COVID
Policy: Neiter masks norvaccinztion proofare required.
4041FM 32.830-564-2544; devilsoackbor=:avern.com
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TEXAS HIGHWAYS
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TEXAS-MADE CRAFT GOODS

The Historic Hill House and Farm

2022 Texas Highways Wall Calendar, 33165, $13.95 | Deep in my Heart Tea Towel, 37856, $16.00 | Texas Trapper Pocket Knife,
40034, $89.95 | This is Texas, Y'all, 36810, $14.95 | Gold Tiny Texas Necklace, 37915, $32.00

Order Online at Shop.TexasHighways.com
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tostada is a

popular dish at
SanAntonio’s
Fish Lonja
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Simple, Elevated

James Beard-nominated chef Alex Paredes serves ¥
carnitas and seafood in San Antonio

By Cynthia l. Drake

RNIT
A,

2017

LONJA

he first time [ visited Carnitas Lonja in 2019, I sped to open a new sister restaurant called Fish
past the old service station exterior on San Anto- Lonja on the same property. (Lonja is an
nio’s South Side. I checked my GPS, doubled back, CARNITAS LONJA affectionate word for “love handles” in
and parked on the gravel drive. A warm, savory 1%’;%;;?;:&’:32. Spanish.) Paredes achieved it all by never
aroma greeted me when [ walked into the tiny space. It felt San Antonio. wavering from his vision. “What we do is

like entering a family member's house for a special meal that SV Co very simple,” he says. “Our spice rack is
g y P Ty simp Y. P

had been cooking on the stove all day long. one spice. Everything else is just freshness.

Owner Alex Paredes greeted me from behind a steel == Paredes was born in Morelia, Micho-
counter. I knew I needed to order whatever I was smelling. i
“We have carnitas,” he said, placing a small cup of chopped
pork into my hand and smiling. I can’t think of a better—or
more Texan—greeting than that.

acdn, Mexico. He spent a few years of his
childhood in Boston before moving back
to Mexico, and in 2004 he landed in San

Antonio at age 19. In the region of Mexico
In 2020, Paredes earned a James Beard Award nomination in where he grew up, he ate vegetable dishes

the “Best Chef: Texas” category. That same year, Carnitas Lonja & like rajas con queso (creamy peppers with
survived COVID-19’s brutal blow, and Paredes even managed corn and cheese), calabacitas (sautéed

58 rexashighways.com



“Paredes could have
done this totally
different, but he leads
with the food, lets the
food do all the talking.”

squash), beans, and rice for a late after-
noon meal. “The house, after school, it
always smelled like food: the smell of chili
and onion, fresh tomatoes,” he says.

In his years in Boston, from ages 4
to 9, dishes like Philly cheesesteak and
pizza romanced his palate. In his teen
years in Mexico, Paredes tried to create
his own brick oven, placing bricks inside
the family oven to make pizza, much to
the bewilderment of relatives. In later
years, after moving to Texas, his love
for cooking led to jobs in the restaurant
industry, most notably as sous chef at
the now-shuttered brasserie Liike on the
River Walk.

While he was sous chef, Paredes and
his cousin and fellow chef Sergio Ortega
created some local buzz with a series of
pop-up dining experiences called Gallo!
Toro Cocina in 2016 and 2017. These
were often fancy, multicourse affairs
that fueled Paredes’ dreams of opening
a fine-dining restaurant with traditional
Mexican cuisine. He began hunting for
the perfect brick-and-mortar location.

In the meantime, Paredes decided to
take a pilgrimage to Mexico. He traveled
throughout the country, north to south
by bus, with the idea that he'd sample
regional cuisines and reimagine the
recipes for his customers in the U.S. But
something changed along the way for
the then-31-year-old. He went to Mexico
thinking he could inject his own point of
view, but the country had its own lessons
in store.

“I was going to make it ‘refined'—learn
how to make fish tacos or aguachile—
and make it a fine-dining experience,’
Paredes says. But he learned there was

Photos: Jessica Attie

no way to improve upon the beauty of
the food he experienced there.

Back in San Antonio, a real estate
agent showed him a junkyard property
on Roosevelt Avenue that had been
vacant for nearly a decade. It was a
far cry from his upscale dreams, and
his mother and wife tried to dissuade
him from the location. But it sparked
a memory of the places he'd visited in
Mexico, where nothing is fancy or over-
worked. He was sold.

Paredes opened Carnitas Lonja in
that location in April 2017, serving his
Michoacan-style carnitas prepared

with lard, water, and salt. Paredes sears
chunks of “butt, picnic, and buche,
which is the stomach of the pig,” and
then puts it into big pots to boil. His team
of three cooks prepares the salsas and
guacamole daily, cooking the corn torti-
llas over a comal brought 1,000 miles
from Michoacdn.

Customers order by the pound or half-
pound, and some purchase even more
meat on weekends for family gatherings.
At the shaded picnic tables outside, a
server brings a tray with charred home-
made corn tortillas topped with carnitas
and cups of pico de gallo, pickled onion,

FROM LEFT
Chef Alex Paredes

in front of Carnitas

heans, pic fe

gallo, and tortillas
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STAY AWHILE IN
CORSICANA, TX

Sl Events O
Oct 1-31
Annual Pumpkin Patch
Oct 16
Corsicana AirSho
Oct 28
Boo on the Block
Nov 12-13
Navarro County Pro Rodeo
Nov 19

Christmas Tree Lighting
Nov 27
Small Business Saturday
Sept-Dec
Shows at Palace Theatre & WLAC
Dec11
Corsicana Residency Open Studios

Every 2nd Saturday:
Mimosas at the Market

Just an hour from Dallas, Fort Worth, and Waco.
Exit 231 from |-45 between Dallas & Houston
www.visitcorsicana.com
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verde and roja salsas, and lime wedges.

“I think we were all hungry to see
what he was going to do,” says Jess
Elizarraras, a former food writer and
the executive producer of San Antonio
Express-News’ website, mysa.com. “He
had great mentorship, he has a great
palate, and then he goes and opens this
tiny little shack that just has the best
carnitas, the best tortillas, the best salsas.
It wasn't this sit-down, stuffy kind of
place. It was just good solid food.”

Of the James Beard nomination, Elizar-
raras says Paredes’ “insane amount of
care” for his food helped to put San Anto-
nio on the national dining map, alongside
famed food cities like New York City and
San Francisco. “I think it gave San Anto-
nio a little bit of a lift, like we can be part
of that circle, too,” she says.

It's easy to see why this hole-in-the-
wall rastaurant has received national
acclaim, and more importantly, why it's
beloved by the community.

Roland Perez lives about a half-mile
from Carnitas Lonja on the South Side,
where he grew up and returned to live
four y=ars ago. He frequently dines there,
where his conversation might be inter-
rupted by the blast of a train whistling
past on the nearby tracks. That's just part
of the appeal, he says.

kitchen of Fish Lonja.

“What we have enjoyed most is
the unpretentious nature of Carnitas
Lonja—the plainish sign at the street, the
welcoming employees, the picnic tables
for seating,” Perez says. “[Paredes] could
have done this totally different, but he
leads with the food, lets the food do all
the talking”

With Fish Lonja, Paredes showcases
the coastal flavors of Veracruz, Sinaloa,
and Baja California, with shrimp and fish
served ceviche-style. The octopus tostada
starts with octopus that is chopped
and drenched with lime juice and chili
seasoning. The dense, crunchy tostada
provides a canvas for a thick squeeze of
mayonnaise with layers of sliced cucum-
ber, avocado, octopus, and fresh cilantro.

“That's why I do these types of restau-
rants, because I really want people to
understand the flavors of Mexico,” Paredes
says. The biggest compliment he gets is
when people say the food reminds them
of special places they've lived or visited.
During his fine-dining days of Gallo/Toro
Cocina, there was no cultural touch point.
“It was a pretty dish, it was a delicious dish,

* but it brought no memories,” he says. “And

with the food that we make now, people
say, ‘This reminds me of a place I used to
go to back in the day. The corn tortilla, the
salsa, it brought me to that place.” L
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Water Into Whiske

Austin-based Nine Banded Whiskey infuses
Hill Country spring water into its blends

“¥ill Glass scrambles
down an embankment
at Bar None Ranch in
rural Mason County.
There, he feeds a hose connected to a
250-gallon container toward a narrow
stream. With one hand, he plunges the
end of the hose into a rock-lined crev-
ice where a spr.ng bubbles up. With the
other, he tosses a stick to his springy
black la2, Honco, who's come along fo:-
the excursion.

It takes about 20 minutes to fill
the comainer. When he's done, Glass
sprawls on his belly, dips his cupped
hands into the stream, and takes a few

Photos: [essicz Attie (left); Melanie Grizzel (right)

By Pam LeBlanc

gulps of limestone-filtered water before
loading his pup and equipment back into
the truck for the drive home.

Glass repeats this ritual once a month
in order to gather water to make whiskey
for Austin-based brand Nine Banded
Whiskey. It's the clear spring water that
makes the bourbon uniquely Texan. “It's
fresh, right out of the ground,” says Glass,
distillery manager for the company.

(Oe 250-gallon container of water will
maZe about 6,000 bottles of bourbon,
which is aged in American charred white
oak barrels inside a warehouse on the
outskirts of Austin. A chemical analysis
shows levels of calcium in the spring

water are seven times higher than city of
Austin tap water, and magnesium levels
are more than three times as high. That
minerality raises the pH level and gives
the bourbon a smoother, softer taste. “It’s
real minerals as opposed to [tap water
that's been] sitting in an aluminum tank,’
says Sean Foley, co-founder of Nine
Banded Whiskey.

Foley, who was a member of three
national-champion swim teams at
the University of Texas, first met Chris
Ogden, a former forward on the Long-
horn basketball team, when they were
both freshmen. They became friends
and later came up with the idea for

OCTOBER 2021 61



rexashighways.com

CLOCKWISE FROM
TOP LEFT: Single
barrel samples; the
wheated bourbon;
American charred
white oak barrels
e——

“Bourbon is the
most intimate of all
spirits. Bourbon is
along for the ride for
a lot of important
moments in people’s
lives, certainly
here in Texas. "

Nine Banded together. Neither had
experience making spirits, but both
saw ar. untapped niche for an afford-
able premium whiskey with strong
Texas roots. They teamed up with film
producer and philanthropist Whitney
Kroenke Silverstein to create Nine
Banded in 2014.

“We're trying to keep the spirit of
[Austin] going through whiskey,” says
Foley, who once managed Olympic
swimmer Michael Phelps.

Folev says he and Ogden bring an
athlete’s mentality to their business.
That's why they hired Glass, another

former UT swimmer. “You want to finish
what you start,” Foley says. “You quit,
you're gone. And team—team is huge.”
Tim Osburn, part owner of Bar None
Ranch and co-founder of Goodnight
Loving Vodka, offered up the private
Hill Country spring. The owners settled
on a name inspired by the official small
mammal of Texas, the armadillo, which
has nine bands across its shell. In 2016,
they produced their first blended whiskey.
Foley sips a small glass of his amber-
colored bourbon with hints of vanilla,
oak, caramel, and spice in his office one
warm spring afternoon. Vintage concert
posters by acclaimed Austin artist Jim
Franklin, a friend of the Nine Banded
founders, hang on the wall. “Bourbon
is the most intimate of all the spirits,”
Foley says. “Bourbon is along for the
ride for a lot of important moments in
people’s lives, certainly here in Texas."
Although most of the world's supply
of bourbon comes from Kentucky, it
doesn't have to be produced there to
qualify as bourbon. It must be distilled
from at least 51% corn mash, then aged
at least two years in American charred
white oak barrels.
From a national perspective, Texas
whiskey is still in its infancy. Garrison

Photos: Melanie Grizzel



Brothers in Hye, west of Austin, landed
its permit in 2006, making it the first
legal whiskey distillery in the state. Nine
Banded, like some new whiskey makers,
buys already distilled liquor from out of
state. Once that alcohol gets to Texas,
Nine Banded blends it—mixing different
barrels of bourbon together and stirring
in the spring water to cut the proof—
and ages it some more. The summer
heat here speeds up the process, caus-
ing the barrels to expand and absorb
some of the liquid they hold, according
to the distillery’s master blender, Amir
Arad. “Whiskey is soaking up everything
from wood, just absorbing all this age.
What you're really drinking is all that
flavor from the barrel. You're drinking
the essence of oak,” Arad says.

Nine Banded is setting itself apart in
another way, too. In addition to blend-

ing straight bourbon, it’s focusing on
wheated bourbon, a fast-growing
subcategory made partly with wheat
mash that tastes somewhat like whole
wheat bread sweetened with honey. It's
particularly popular in Texas.

Not only does the limestone-filtered
spring water impart a distinctive taste to
the company’s whiskeys, it also brings
a sense of attachment to the legacy of
the land.

“When I drink a glass of our bourbon,
it brings me back to going out there
with our crew,” Glass says. “It connects
you to all those Texans who explored
the Hill Country.” ’
eigek L VY IS BOURBON
Nine Banded Whiskey is available in i PR\ et 90
liquor stores around Texas, including Spec’s, #1 N s
Total Wine & More, Twin Liquors, and Goody
Goody Liguor. ninebandedwhiskey.com. k.

NATIONAL ACTS & NATIONAL HEROES

Listen to music all across the city from chari-topping

bands to boundary-pushing artists. November 5-6

catch American Heroes: A Salute 1o Veterans and
help honor our Nation’s heroes.

Yok \HERE YOU GO TO PLAY
2 JNiX-X-Xo
VisitTheColonyTX.com | 972.624.5253
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Best Fruit
Forward

Farmhouse Vineyards in Brownfield
focuses on the almighty grape

By June Naylor

n the wine business, little happens overnight. Just as

wine is sipped and not chugged, vines take yea-s to

mature; a grape Crop grows over a two- or three-season

period; and, of course, many wines need to age for
prime enjoyment. But at Farmhouse Vineyards in Brown-
field, things happen at a speed rarely seen in Texas.
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FARMHOUSE
VINEYARDS AT
WHITEHOUSE

PARKER
702 0Old Lamesa

Road, Brownfield.

806-752-7377.
TIPSY TRAILER
402 E. Main St.,
Johnson City.
830-282-4249.
farmhouse
vineyard.com

The vineyard, just south of Lubbock,
has exploded in just over a decade.
Production more than quadrupled,
rising from 20 acres to 120 acres, and
the vineyard now sells to 20 prestigious
wineries in the state. Farmhouse releases
nearly 2,000 cases of its own wine
annually, up from 100 cases when the
vineyard started. When it comes to wine
operations, particularly in the Texas High
Plains, that's just about as quick as a
lightning bolt.

“When we had eight days of constant
rain in August 2017, we worked indoors
and completely converted our farmhouse
into our tasting room,” co-owner Katy
Jane Seaton says.

This work ethic is necessary in the
Texas High Plains: The region grows more
than 80% of the state’s wine grapes.

Aside from the drive to get things done,
Katy Jane and her business partners—
husband Nicholas Seaton and in-laws
Traci and Anthony Furgeson—have deep
agricultural roots.

Nicholas and Traci, who are siblings,
grew up in the area, where they learned
to farm and raise and show livestock.
Traci married her high school sweet-
heart, Anthony, in 2007. That same year
they joined Nicholas in learning about
grape farming from their uncle Cliff
Bingham, who owns Bingham Family
Vineyards nearby.

By 2010, the three planted their own
grapes under the name ANT ]V (Anthony,
Nicholas, and Traci Joint Venture) to
sell to assorted Texas wineries. Soon,
their grape crops were turning heads,
including that of Katy Jane, who worked
in marketing at Becker Vineyards.

She visited the Brownfield farm and

met with Nicholas. Within four hours

of meeting, they were engaged to be
married. Soon after, Katy Jane joined the
family business.

Today, the foursome grows cotton,
peanuts, melons, pumpkins, black-eyed
peas, and hemp (and raise 2,000 head
of dorper lambs). The grapes end up in
the wines of nearby Llano Estacado and
McPherson Cellars; Becker Vineyards,
Pedernales Cellars, and William Chris

Photos: Eric W. Pohl



Vineyards in the Hill Country; and many
other wineries siatewide.

Starting in 2015, the quartet rechris-
tened the business as Farmhouse Vine-
yards and started creating in-house
wines with winemaker Tim Drake.
Among the selections are Lady Bird, a
dry white blend in a bluebonnzt-blue
bottle; Boyfrienc, a sparkling white
made from malvasia grapes; Revolution,
a Rhone-style rcsé made from couno-
ise grapes; and Smok & Mirdirs, a dry

FROM LEFT:

Grapes in the Brownf-eld
Farmhouse

Nicholas and Katy Jare
Seaton, and Traci and
Anthony Furgeson.

red—and the Farrahouse pride and joy—
made from blending its 2016 and 2018
mourvedre grapes.

Customers can sample the wines—
and other wines that use Farmhouse's
grapes—at the winery’s Brownfielc
tasting room, as well as a satellite loca-
tion in Johnson City. The Brownfield
headquarters sits within their renovated
1941 farmhouse called Whitehouse
Parker, two blocks from the house where
Nicholas and Traci grew up. Right after

their 2017 remodel and opening, they
opened the Hill Country tasting room,
located in a renovated Airstream called
Tipsy Trailer. Both sites also stock locally
made honey, jellies, cutting boards,
candles, and other gift items. The tast-
ing rooms offer elaborate charcuterie
boards to complement the wine, encour-
aging guests to sit a spell and engage

in conversation with fellow guests and
Farmhouse staff.

“I think we have seen such positive
growth partly because our operation is
family, so our patrons feel like an exten-
sion of family, too,” Traci says.

All four owners enjoy spending time
with patrons and explaining what it
takes to grow quality grapes.

“We like people to understand we're
taking care of and being good stewards
of the land,” Nicholas says. “I like the
wine to talk about itself.” k.
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‘Caught Between
2 Countries’

A hero of the Texas Revolution, Juan Seguin struggled to find
peace in his turbulent borderland home

By Roberto José Andrade Franco

FROM LEFT: Erik
Christiansor:'s bronze
statue of Juan Seguin in
downtown Seguin; an
1838 portrait of Seguin
in the Seguin Guadalupe
County Heritage Museum




hen Albert Seguin

Gonzales was a

boy, his grand-

mother told him

stories about their
ancestor Juan Nepomuceno Seguin—how
he fought for Texas independence, com-
manding a company of Tejano volun-
teers. He even served in the Battle of the
Alamo, surviving because he’d been sent
out to seek reinforcements—he knew the
territory better than anybody else—before
Santa Anna’s army attacked.

Juan Seguin had deep roots in San
Antonio, where he was born in 1806. In
the 1720s, his family was among the city’s
founders, and his father had helped a set-
tler from Missouri who, because this was
Mexico at the time, sometimes signed his
name “Estevan F. Austin”

As Seguin Gonzales listened to his
grandmother’s stories, he tried to keep
his mind from wandering. “I was just a
kid," he says, now a 76-year-old with hair
the color of cotton. “It went in one ear
and out the other.”

It wasn't until years later that Seguin
Gonzales, a resident of Texas City, took
a sincere interest in Juan Seguin’s life,
prompted by an article he read. Seguin
Gonzales studied what he could find and
asked family members what they knew.
Some of their reactions surprised him. “A
lot of them had reservations about saying
anything about Juan Seguin,” he recalls.
“I guess because, I don't know how to
put this gently, a lot of the family mem-
bers were led to believe Juan Seguin was
a traitor.”

Like many Tejanos, Seguin felt an
increasing alienation from the place he

Like many Tejanos,
Juan Seguin felt an
increasing alienation from
the place he considered
home after Texas won
independence.

considered home after Texas won inde-
pendence from Mexico. “He was a man
caught between two countries,” says
Jesus F. de la Teja, a professor emeri-

tus at Texas State University and for-
mer official State of Texas historian. In
1991, De la Teja published A Revolution
Remembered: The Memoirs and Selected
Correspondence of Juan N. Seguin, drawn
from personal notes Seguin wrote in
1858 as a response to those who called
him a traitor.

Such claims began in 1842 after Texas
attempted to expand its territory into
New Mexico. For four months, an expedi-
tion of Texans traveled northwest through
hostile lands, lacking provisions and even
proper direction. By the time the Texans

reached New Mexico, Mexican authori-
ties were waiting for them. The captured
Texans were forced to walk 1,500 miles
to a Mexico City prison, ending the so-
called Santa Fe Expedition in disaster.
Some questioned whether Seguin had
told the Mexican government of the plan.
Ayear later, those rumors got louder
when, as mayor of San Antonio, Seguin
wrote a letter to Texas President Sam
Houston. He asked for help, saying he
suspected Mexican forces planned to
invade his city. Government officials said
Texas had no money to help. The Mexican
military did come--part of continued
Mexican attempts to recapture Texas.
Though Mexico’s effort failed, the episode
fueled suspicions about Seguin’s loyalty to
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Texas as his political enemies propagated
the slander. Fearing for his life, Seguin
resigned as mayor and fled to Mexico.

In his memoir, Seguin wrote of feeling
betrayed by “some ungrateful Americans
who strove to murder me.” But as soon as
Seguin stepped foot in Laredo, then a part
of Mexico, authorities arrested him. Since
he'd been a Mexican citizen who fought
for Texas independence, Mexico also
considered him a traitor. The Mexican
authorities presented Seguin with two
options: He could stay in prison or fight
for Mexico. He chose the latter, and ulti-
mately fought on the Mexican side in
an attempt to reclaim Texas. “He fought
against American forces and was chased
all around the Rio Grande by Rangers,”
De la Teja says. “They never did catch up
with him”

After the Mexican-American War

68 texashighways com

Since Juan Seguin
had been a Mexican citizen
who fought for Texas
independence, Mexico also
considered him a traitor.

ended in 1848, Seguin wrote another let-
ter to Houston, now a U.S. seaator, say-
ing he'd suffered much and wanted to
come back to Texas, which hz did before
the year's end. But for Seguin and other
Tejanos, who had lcst property and what
little political power they hac, Texas
wasn't the same place it was before
the revolution.

“He's not fully accepted in Mexico, but
he’s not fully accepted in Texas as part of

the United States,” De la Teja says. “You
see this in his going back-and-forth.”

In 1870, Seguin moved to Nuevo
Laredo, Mexico, where his son, Santiago
Seguin, lived. As an old man, he'd talk -
about the revolution as tears drowned his
eyes. Perhaps he cried remembering how
he fought for independence, and
yet had lost so much. When he died in
1890, Juan Seguin’s body was buried in
Nuevo Laredo.

Seguin could have been a footnote of
history—someone like Domingo Diaz,
Clemente Garcia, Antonio Herndndez,
and Agapito Tejado, whose contributions
fighting for Texas in its revolution from
Mexico are overshadowed by the usual
names in Texas history books. Someone
whose memory only survived in family
stories. But then, something changed.

“In the past 40 years or so, as the
Mexican American community in Texas
grows and demands its place in Texas
history, figures like Seguin, who were
there all along, are beginning to be taken
as serious historical figures,” De la Teja
says. “He’s not the only one.”

This type of recognition helped heal
Seguin’s reputation. Though white Texans
looked at him suspiciously for decades,
partly because of his Mexican ancestry, it
wasn't enough to overshadow his legacy
as a warrior and leader for Texas inde-
pendence. Other Tejanos deserve the
same recognition but have been largely
forgotten, wiped clean from Texas' collec-
tive memory. Against the odds, Seguin’s
memory now lives on, and he has been
welcomed back to his home state.

Coinciding with the U.S. Bicentennial,
the Seguin Bicentennial Commission
negotiated to move Juan Seguin’s body
from Nuevo Laredo to Seguin, the South
Texas town named in his honor. And on
July 4, 1976, the community watched as
Seguin’s body was reburied, 86 years
after his death. “Juan Nepomuceno
Seguin,” reads the engraving on his tomb.
“Texas patriot, statesman for whom the
city of Seguin was named.”

For the last 30 years, Seguin’s descen-
dants have sometimes gathered on the
last Saturday of October at the tomb,

Photo: Eric W, Pohl



which is set on an oak-shaded hilltop,
not far from the weather-beaten flags of
Texas, Mexico, and the U.S. Some years,

the gatherings coincide with Seguin’s Oct.

27 birthday.

“We've had congressmen, senators,
mayors, authors, and artists as our key-
note speakers,” Seguin Gonzales says,
adding that no gathering is planned for
this October due to COVID precautions.

Once likened to Benedict Arnold and
Judas, Seguin now has statues built in his
honor, including one about a mile from
his gravesite and another at the Alamo.
Highways, parks, and schools also bear
his name. In 2020, the State Fair of Texas
celebrated state icons, elevating Seguin
alongside the likes of Selena, Beyoncé,
bluebonnets, and Dr Pepper.

After years of shame associated with
his ancestor, Seguin Gonzales says the
restoration of Juan Seguin’s reputation
and his deserved status as a hero of the
Texas Revolution have been an inspira-
tion to his family.

“The knowledge we have about
Juan Seguin and what he did for Texas
spurred some of the younger family
members to do their own research,”
he says. “We've had several college
graduates as a result” L

Seguin’s Texas

The Seguin Guadalupe County
Heritage Museum in Seguin
contains portraits and a bust of
Juan Seguin among its exhibits.
Two blocks south of the museum,
a bronze statue of Seguin on
horseback adorns Central Park.
heritagemuseum.net

Juan Seguin’s burial site is in
a park at 789 S. Saunders St. in
Seguin. seguintexas.gov

The Alamo honors Juan Seguin
with a bronze statue made by
artist Enrique Guerra in its Cavalry
Courtyard. thealamo.org
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On the Rails

Climb aboard the Halloween Express in |efferson
for spooky holiday fun

eandering through the pines of East Texas, the Halloween

Express offers more treat than trick for those looking for a

family-friendly way to spend the holiday. Operated by the
Historic Jefferson Railway, the Halloween Express is an antique narrow-
gauge locomotive ride that features spooky storytelling throughout the
40-minute trip. Along the way, riders glimpse scenes zlong the railroad
tracks, including ghostly spirits, monsters, and even Bigfoot emerging from
the swamplands—]efferson is the Bigfoot Capital of Texas, after all. “We
have a toxic wasteland setup in one area of the tracks, and a graveyard
and ‘spider land’ in other areas,” says Melissa Moit, general manager of the
Jefferson Railway. “There’s a story for each scene, and we give out candy
to Kids and allow them to ride along in their costumes.” Daytime and eve-
ning trains run every Saturday in October, and while there may be a fright
or two, this is not a scary train ride. For those looking far a more grown-
up getaway in Jefferson, the annual Texas Bigfoot Conference is held Oct.
15-16 and offers presentations and speeches from Bigfoot researchers
and enthusiasts including authors, cryptozoologists, and anthropologists.
Bigfoot is rumored to have made his home in
swampy Caddo Lake, and visitors can snap a pic
with the large Bigfoot statue at the entrance of
the trail across from the Jefferson Convention
and Visitors Bureau. —Amanda Ogle

Halloween Express

Weekends in October

40 E. Austin St., Jefferson.
facabook.com/
his-oricjeffersonrailway
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GULF COAST

CLUTE

Harvest Fun Fest

Oct. 28

This annual event features chil-
dren’s costume contests, games,
a cookie walk, and fall-themed
activities. Clute Municipal Park,

100 Parkview Drive. 979-265-8392;

clutetexas.gov

CORPUS CHRISTI

Nature Photography Workshop
Oct. 23

At this workshop, award-winning
photographers share how to get
the perfect shot of flowers, birds,
and other wildlife. South Texas Bo-
tanical Gardens and Nature Center,
8545 S. Staples St. 361-852-2100;
stxbot.org

FREEPORT

Fright Fest

Oct. 28

A haunted drive-thru trail, a
spooky car decoration contest,
goodie bags, and a free scary yet
family-friendly film are some of
the festivities at this fall event.
Freeport Municipal Park,

421S. Brazosport Blvd.
979-233-0066; freeport.tx.us

GALVESTON

ArtOberFest

Oct. 16-31

This fine art festival showcases
various artists and offers food and
live music on Postoffice Street
amid Galveston's Victorian archi-
tecture, art galleries, and shops.
The in-person festival takes place
Oct. 16-17, while a virtual compo-
nent runs Oct. 16-31. Downtown
Galveston. 409-765-1894;
artoberfest.com

HOUSTON

Bayou City Art Festival

Oct. 9-10

This festival has celebrated and
supported artists and local non-
profits and promoted the powerful
impact art has had on the Houston
community for almost 50 years.
Downtown Houston. 713-521-0133;
artcolonyassociation.org

LAKE JACKSON

Sea Shell Searchers Shell Show
Oct. 16-17

This annual event for seashell en-
thusiasts features a program that
offers exhibits, awards, and social
events to renew acquaintances
and make new shell friends. Lake
Jackson Civic Center, 333 SH 332.
979-265-766]; bcfas.org

LOS FRESNOS

Conjunto Festival

Oct. 15-17

This 28th annual Conjunto
Festival features 13 of Texas’ best
accordion- and bajo-sexto-driven
conjunto bands live on stage for
dancing, food, and fun. Bring fold-
ing chairs. Memorial Park, 900 N.
Arroyo Blvd. 956-367-0335;
facebook.com/nmcacl991

PORT ARANSAS

Texas SandFest

Oct. 15-17

This is the largest native-sand
sculpture competition in the
United States. Master sculptors
from all over the world come to
Port Aransas to make pure magic
from the sand. Port Aransas Beach.
361-749-5919; texassandfest.org

PORT ARANSAS

Harvest Moon Regatta

Oct. 21-23

The offshore race begins in
Galveston and ends with a

party in Port Aransas. Port Aransas
Ship Channel. 281-658-3610;
harvestmoonregatta.com

PORT ARANSAS

Wooden Boat Festival

Oct. 29-31

Bring your wooden boats to
display. Boats don't need to be
fancy, just made of wood. They
can even be displayed unfinished.
Guests can attend informa-

tive programs on boat building
and even build their own boats.
Raberts Point Park, 301.C Barr Blvd.
portaransasmuseum.org/events

ROCKPORT

Seafair

Oct. 8-10

The 46th annual festival includes
a gumbo cookoff, crab races,
arts and crafts, a market, food

Photo:|. Griffis Smith
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vendors, an outdoor boat show,
and live entertainment. Aransas

Navigation District Festival Grounds,

101 Seabreeze. 361-729-6445;
rockport-fulton.org/seafair-home

SURFSIDE BEACH

Nature Fest

Oct. 9

This nature-filled day includes
giveaways, games, educational
activities, speakers, a monarch
butterfly program, and a Birds of
Prey program. Surfside Bird and
Butterfly Trail, 418 Parkview Drive.
979-233-1531; surfsidetx.org

VICTORIA

Bootfest

Oct. 1-2

Bootfest presents live country mu-
sic, Western crafts and perform-
ers, a free kids’ corral, and food
and merchandise vendors. DelLeon
Plaza, 101 N. Main St. 361-485-3116;
bootfest.org

VICTORIA

Dia de los Muertos Street Festival
Oct. 16

This downtown street festival
includes ballet folklérico and
mariachi performances, face
painting, and food trucks. The Nave
Museum, 306 W. Commercial St.
361-575-8228;

navemuseum.com

WHARTON

Party Under the Bridge

Oct. 21

Celebrate the restoration of the
historic Colorado River Bridge
with food trucks and music. Free
T-shirts and admission. Dinosaur
Park, 403 Colorado St.
979-532-1862

HILL COUNTRY

AUSTIN

Austin City Limits Music Festival
Oct. 1-3, 8-10

This two-weekend, six-day festival
includes George Strait, Miley Cyrus,
Billie Eilish, and Ruftis Du Sol. Zilker
Park. 2100 Barton Springs Road.
aclfestival.com

AUSTIN

Austin Film Festival

Oct. 21-28

Recagnized zs one of the top film
festivals in the country, this cin-
ematic event shines the spotlight on
both top-billed films and indies alike.
Various locations. 800-310-3378;
austinfilmfestival.com

AUSTIN

Texas Book Festival

Oct. 25-31

Tune in to the online festival from
Oct. 25-28, or join the in-person
literary celebration from Cct. 30-31
for readings, panel discussions,
signings, cocking demenstrations,
live music, local food, young-
adult authors, and children's
activities. Texas Capitol Grounds,
1100 Congress Ave. 512-477-4055;
texasbookfestival.org

AUSTIN

Levitation

Oct. 28-31

This indeper.dent music festiva.

has grown from a small word-cf-
mouth event to a full weekend of
entertainment from bands from all
over the world. Various locations.
512-478-0098; levitation-austin.com

BANDERA

Music Hall of Fame Reunion

Oct. 10

A mix of some of Bandera's best
musicians put on an afternoon of
great music. 1ith Street Cowbcy
Bar, 307 1ith St. 830-796-4849;
lithstreetcowboybar.com

FREDERICKSBURG

Lone Star Gourd Festival
Oct.1-3

The three-day event fea:ures a
gourd art competition, gourd art
sales, gourd art supplies, and
technique classes. Artists trans-
form gourds into fine art piecas
that are carved, wood burnec,
woven, polished, dyed, painted,
and inlaid as if they were wood.
Gillespie County Fairgrounds,
530 Fair Drive. 512-964-554C;
texasgourdsociety.org

FREDERICKSBURG
Oktoberfest

Oct.1-3

Celebrate the fun and flavor of

Fredericksburg’s German heritage
at the 49th annual Oktoberfest,
featuring three days of music, food,
drink, dancing, arts and crafts, and
children’s entertainment. Marktplatz,
100 block of W. Main Street.
oktoberfestinfbg.com

KERRVILLE

Folk Festival

Oct. 1-11

This is the longest continuously
running music festival in the U.S.
Quiet Valley Ranch, 3876 Medina
Hwy. 830-257-3600;
kerrvillefolkfestival.org

LLANO

Llano River Pumpkin Float

Oct. 30

Bring your carved pumpkins and
enjoy the evening float and glow
as you see lots of carved and lit
pumpkins gliding across the Llano
River. There are vendors, children's
activities, live music, and pumpkin
carving. Costumes are encouraged.
Badu Park, 300 Legion Drive.
325-247-5354; llanochamber.org

NEW BRAUNFELS

Texas Clay Festival

Oct. 23-24

The festival features the work of
aover 80 Texas potters and clay art-
ists. Some pieces are for sale, and
classes teach techniques in clay
crafting. Gruene Historic District,
1296 Gruene Road. 830-629-5077;
texasclayfestival. com

PANHANDLE PLAINS

AMARILLO

Cowboy Mounted Shooting
World Championship

Oct. 12-16

See cowgirls and cowboys take
their best shot at targets while
on horseback. Amarillo Tri-State
Exposition, 3301 S.E. 10th Ave.
888-960-0003;
cmsaevents.com/events

MINERAL WELLS

Crazy Water Festival

Oct. 8-9

The 41st annual Crazy Water Festi-
val features vendors, the Crazy 5K,
live music, a chalk art competition,
and a beer garden. Downtown
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Visit a birding gem on the Texas coast!

Portland, Texas has a wide variety of habitats that attract
outstanding numbers of species year-round. The City of
Portland invites you to explore and enjoy the birding
decks and observation areas throughout Portland.

“ERCAN_TILE |

Order Online at Shop.TexasHighways.com
White Don’t mess with Texas State Sock. 40036. $9.00 | Don't mess with Texas Trash Can, 37543, $24.95
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Mineral Wells. 940-325-8870;
crazywaterfestival.org

PINEY WOODS

HUNTSVILLE

Fair on the Square

Oct. 2

Over 400 vendors set up shop

in the historic downtown district
to sell many unigue items, some
handcrafted by local artisans.
Historic Downtown Huntsville,

1203 University Ave. 936-295-8113;
faironthesquare.com

MAGNOLIA

Stroll Thru the Renaissance

Oct. 2

Actors and musicians from the
Texas Renaissance Festival bring
visitors back in time to the Renais-
sance period. Activities, food,
vendors, and contests round out
the afternoon. The Magnolia Stroll
101 Magnolia Blvd. 281-615-5697;
cityofmagnolia.com

PALESTINE

Hot Pepper Festival

Oct. 23

Spice things up with the hot pep-
per eating contest, and enjoy lots
of vendors, food and drinks, music,
and entertainment. Palestine

Main Street District, Main Street.
903-729-6066; facebook.com/
hotpepperfestival

BRENHAM

Texas Arts and Music Festival

Oct. 16-17

This festival celebrates Texas
street art with live mural installa-
tions, an art village, and live music,
all free to the public. Downtown
Brenham. 979-530-7993;
texasartsandmusicfestival.com

CELINA

Beware! Of the Square

Oct. 23

Guests test their problem-solving
skills in escape rooms; travel
through the spooky cemetery; and
enjoy trick-or-treating, vendor
booths, carnival games, rides,
and attractions like the haunted
trail. Celina Downtown Square,
142 N. Ohio St. 469-559-5876;
lifeincelinatx.com

CHAPPELL HILL

Scarecrow Festival

Oct. 9-10

This annual event places visitors
in the land of scarecrows with



vendors, food, live music, and
family-friendly fun in down-
town Chappell Hill. Main and
Poplar streets. 979-836-6033;
chappellhillhistoricalsociety.com

CORSICANA

AirSho

Oct. 16

View WWII and Vietnam warbirds
on the open ramp. Enjoy a show
of aerobatic acts, precision flying
teams, sky divers, pyrotechnics,
vendors, food, and drinks. Veter-
ans and military personnel and
their families are free.

C. David Campbell Field, 9000
Navarro Road. 903-467-7170;
coyotesquadron.org

DALLAS

State Fair of Texas

Through Oct. 17

The fair celebrates all things Texas
with daily attractions and activities
including the Texas Auto Show,
musical stages, a nightly starlight
parade, and Big Tex there to greet
visitors from near and far.

Fair Park, 3921 Martin Luther King Jr.
Blvd. 214-565-993; bigtex.com

ELGIN

Hogeye Festival

Oct. 21-23

The annual Hogeye Festival offers
“pigtivities” that include live music,
the Road Hog Car Show, a barbe-
cue pork cookoff, and cow patty
bingo. Historic Downtown Elgin.
512-229-3217; hogeyefestival.com

GRAPEVINE

Butterfly Flutterby

Oct. 16

Witness hundreds of butterflies
being released into the wild as
they migrate to Mexico at the 24th
annual Butterfly Flutterby. Butterfly
releases are held three times
throughout the day. Grapevine
Botanical Gardens, 411 Ball St.
817-410-3185;
grapevinetexasusa.com

GRAPEVINE

Witches Brew Train

Oct. 29

Get in the spirit of Halloween at
this special event, featuring an
individually portioned assortment
of hors d'oeuvres and local craft
brews served in souvenir mugs.
Grapevine Vintage Railroad, 636 S.
Main St. 817-410-3185;
grapevinetexasusa.com

GREENVILLE

Bob Wills Fiddle Festival and
Contest

Oct. 29-30

The seventh annual festival

features a contest of fiddla plav-
ers from across the country, ar
outdoor stage filled with Western
swing bands a Bob Wills historical
exhibit, vendors, and food. Down-
town Greenville, 2821 Washingtan
St. 903-455-1510; facebock.com/
bobwillsfiddlefest

HEARNE

Sesquicentennial Celebration
Oct. 23

Join in an all-day celebration with
music, a cornhole tournament, 42
tournament, craft and food ven-
dors, a kids' area, and re-enac-ors
dressed in period costumes
performing a staged bank robtery.
Fourth Street and Magnolia Street.
979-595-8150

MESQUITE

Day of the Dead Festival

Oct. 30

Celebrate Day of the Dead and the
cultural traditions of the holiday at
this all-day festival. Mesquite £rts
Center, 1527 N. Galloway Ave.
972-216-8127; visitmesquitetx.com

SAGINAW

Train and Grain Festival

Oct. 16

This event includes live music,
food vendors, craft vendors, a zar
show, baking contest, rock paint-
ing, activities for kids, and a train
ride. Saginaw High School, 8OC N.
Blue Mound Road. 817-230-0327;
saginawtrair-grain.org

WACO

Heart O’ Texas Fair and Rodec

QOct. 7-17

See everything from professional
bull riders tc mutton bustin’ buck-
aroos. Enjoy live music nightly calf
scrambles, and livestock shows.
Extraco Everts Center, 4601 Bosque
Blvd. 254-776-1660;
hotfair.com/events

SOUTH TEXAS PLAINS

SAN ANTONIO

Is it Real? Staging Nature
Through Oct. 24

This exhibitian explores the tech-
nicality of recreating nature fo-
performance. Artworks from The
Tobin Collection of Theatre Arts
depict nature in opera, ballet, and
musical theatre. A large tree trunk
set piece anchors the exhibition
to represent what it's like to stand
center stage. The McNay, Brown
Gallery, 6000 N. New Braunfels
Ave. 210-824-5368; mcnayart org

THE DAYTRIPPER'S TOP 5

North
Padre Island

A serene Gulf Coast escape
BY CHET GARNER

South Padre Island is famous for its beachside resorts and coastal
tourist attractions, but the other end of the island offers a very differ-
ent experience. Just beyond the bustling bays of Corpus Christi, trav-
elers will find a remote getaway and the feeling that they've been
dropped onto a quiet island paradise.

Padre Island National Seashore

Between the Gulf of Mexico and Laguna Madre lies a th n sliver of barrier island
that stretches 70 miles down the Texas coast. You won't find condos or souve-
nir shops here—only sand, water, and sunshine. Start your trip at the Malaquite
Visitor Center, where park rangers offer tips for exploring the longest undevel-
oped barrier island in the world. During the summer meonths, lucky visitors can
watch as sea turtle hatchlings are released into the wild. There's also magnificent
fishing, off-roading, and birding year-round. Just a short drive on the sand, and
you'll have the beach all to yourself.

Mansfield Cut

Those up for a true off-the-grid adventure (and who have a four-wheel-drive
vehicle) should set off on an expedition to the southern edge of North Padre.

The beach ends at a stone jetty cut into the island to allow boats to reach Port
Mansfield. Along the way, you'll pass massive dunes, beaches covered in crushed
shells, and all kinds of wildlife, including crabs, jackrabbits, and deer.

Surfside Sandwich Shoppe

While it's not as busy as its southern counterpart, North Padre isn't totally empty;
it boasts some incredible restaurants, including this one that whips up creative
sandwiches and tacos. Like any good surf shop, the wa.ls of Surfside Sandwich
Shoppe are covered in stickers and quirky artwork, including decorated brown
bags left by customers. For the extra hungry customer, the 10-inch Cuban press
is especially filling with pulled pork, ham, American cheese, pickles, and Cuban
sauce. For a taste of the sea, try the blackened ahi tuna tacos.

Worldwinds Windsurfing

What Texas lacks in big waves, it more than makes up for in wind. This island is
one of the premier spots in the world for wind-powered sports, including kite-
surfing and windsurfing. Anyone who's intimidated should quell their fears by
setting up a lesson at Worldwinds Windsurfing and learn from the pros. It wasn't
as hard as | thought it would be, and | was cruising over the waves in no time.

Snoopy’s Pier

Catch one of the most beautiful sunsets in Texas looking out across the bay from
this island institution. The restaurant opened in 1980 as a small bait stand and
burger joint on the waterfront, and it now serves the freshest seafood you can
find. | always go for a monstrous basket of deep-fried golden-brown delicious-
ness including oysters, fish, shrimp, and hush puppies. Save room for ice cream
next door at “Scoopy's.”

So whether you follow my footsteps or forge your own path,
| hope to see you on the road.

Chet Garner is the host of The Daytripper® travel show on PBS.
To view the North Padre Island episode visit thedaytripper.com.
Follow along on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter @chettripper.
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I've always thought of South Dallas as its
forgotten soul. This is where Ray Charles
lived in the 1950s, at 2642 Eugene St.,
while putting together his band, whose
members, among them David “Fathead”
Newman, learned jazz at nearby Lincoln
High School and played late-night gigs at
the American Woodman Hall off Oakland
Avenue, now named for Malcolm X.

Most people in Dallas have no idea what
happened here. Or what happens here.

During a visit a couple of years back,

I saw an acquaintance sitting on the
front porch of the bungalow next door to
Dad’s old house. Lincoln Stephens, who
runs a nonprofit promoting diversity in
media and advertising, called us over and
invited Dad to sit with him on his front-
porch swing. They discussed bringing
some of the old white residents down to
meet the current Black ones. “I would
love to have an exchange of history and
shared knowledge,” Lincoln said.

Lincoln had so many questions about
his neighborhood and his house, which
he likes to say is full of an energy he can’t
quite define. He asked who lived in his
house when Dad was a boy. My father said
it used to belong to a couple named Mike
and Ginger Jacobs.

Mike was a Holocaust survivor from
Poland who came to Dallas in 1951. His
mother, father, two sisters, and two broth-
ers died in gas chambers at Treblinka. A
brother died fighting the Nazis. Some 60 to
70 relatives of Mike's also died in camps.
He spent most of his life here sharing
horror stories with school children. Several
times when [ was a boy, he came to our
classes to recount life amid so much death.

“That explains everything,” Lincoln said.

Another old friend, Keith Manoy, lives
one street over from Lincoln, on South
Boulevard, where the mansions are
bigger and more ornate than the bunga-
lows on Park Row. This is the street
on which Stanley Marcus of Neiman
Marcus—who went to the same high
school as TV producer Aaron Spelling—
was raised. This is where the houses
were designed and built by architects still
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known in Dallas by their last names: Lang
& Witchell, Overbeck, DeWitt.

Until a few years ago, Keith was Dallas’
assistant director in public works, respon-
sible for long-range transportation plan-
ning, and was known for advocating for
bike lanes in a city built for cars. He moved
onto South Boulevard in 1990, in a house
with a stained-glass window that makes it
look more like a house of worship. There’s
still a mezuzah on his door frame—a piece
of parchment inscribed with Hebrew
verses from the Torah and stored in a
decorative case—serving as a reminder
that a Jewish family lived here long ago.

“We refuse to take it down,” Keith said.
“The history is so rich. It was Jewish,
then Black. And that history has been
preserved. It's wonderful”

Only a few blocks from Dad’s old house,
no more than a two-minute walk from

My father, who
occasionally forgets
what happened five

minutes ago but
remembers every detail
of 10,000 yesterdays
ago, is nostalgic for
the lost city he knew
better than most.

Park Row, there are blocks of empty lots
where whole neighborhoods once flour-
ished. The city promises to rebuild here.
Until recently, an enormous tent city of
homeless people had taken root in the
shadow of where Big Tex stands for a few
weeks each fall.

When Black people moved into South
Dallas, the white Jews left via a newly
poured expressway called Central, which
followed the northward path of the old
Houston and Texas Central Railway. The
highway extended to Walnut Hill Lane,
then a country road but now a six-lane
thoroughfare. My grandparents and father

moved to Walnut Hill in '55. They weren't
the first to leave South Dallas, nor the last.
They followed friends and family who
had moved to Preston Hollow because the
land was expansive and inexpensive. “It
was white flight,” Dad said.

The neighborhoods around Park Row
and South Boulevard have frayed at the
edges: Some of the houses are boarded up
or drug dens, while others have become
Airbnbs or are in the hands of faraway
owners renting them to temporary resi-
dents. There are also many empty lots. Yet
Park and South endure. Young families
are moving into these old homes. They are
white, Black, Latino. A man from Pakistan
appears to have moved in recently. A new
wave not so different than the old is reju-
venating the landmark district.

Jeanette Bolden, who serves on the
Landmark Commission’s South Boule-
vard-Park Row task force, lives with her
husband, Charles, in Dad’s childhood
home. The Black couple bought it more
than 30 years ago from the woman who
purchased it from my grandfather. The
two of them grew up in South Dallas, and
as a little boy Charles would mow lawns
there, just to be near the homes and the
people who lived in them.

“It was always his dream to get up here,”
Jeanette said.

In the early '90s, Charles, a carpenter,
began repairing the house inside and out.
Every time he made even the slightest
alteration, a white man seemed to always
show up and slow roll past the house.

“Who is this person?” Jeanette
wondered. “He would slowly pass by, stop,
keep rolling. Didn’t bother us. But he was
always watching.”

Dad finally knocked on the door to
introduce himself. Then it hit them who
he was: the guy with the parts store on
Second Avenue. He told the Boldens he
wanted to buy the house if they ever sold.

“No,” Charles told my father. “This is for
me to keep.” My father's memories of the
neighborhood, and his dreams of some-
how recapturing them, were now Charles’
hard-won reality. So instead, Dad and [
will just keep driving by. L.
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No Ordinary Filmmaker

In a gripping thriller, Fort Worth's Chyna Robinson shines a light on domestic abuse
By Clayton Maxwell

ilmmaker Chyna Robinson is on a roll. Her

debut feature film, Nc Ordinary Love, was

released in June and is circling the globe

on streaming platforms, including Amazon
Prime and Apple TV. In its portrayal of two women
connected through their church, one married to the
minister and the other to a police officer the story
peels away the facade obscuring domestic abuse. The
romantic thriller has become a catalyst for education
and conversation. Robinson—in tandem with Tracy
Rector, the film's executive director and a board
member of SafeHaven of Tarrant County—has workead
with universities and domestic abuse organizations
worldwide to discuss the film and the oft-hidden
suffering it unveils.

Robinson has a passion for writing and directing that
started in her childhood in Fort Worth. After attending
TCU and the University of Texas at Arlington, Robinson
worked in theater, including writing anc directing A
Milk Chocolate Nutcracker—hzr 2012 interpretation

lustration: Krystal Quiles

“I felt so proud
that we were in
my hometown,
and we're making
this movie that
feels really big in
small Fort Worth.
We had the big
lights; we had the
streets blocked
off. It was
amoment.”

of ~he hcliday clzssic—at the Irving Arts Center. In
2017, she releasad her first film, Greenwsood, a short
film aboat the 1921 Tulsa Massacre, in which a family
tries to defend their home during a multi-hour siege
on their neighborhood. Currently, between touring
for No Ordinary Love, Robinson, a wife aad mother, is
independently shooting what sk.e calls “an artsy love
stcry” while also starting preprcductior. work on a
sci-fi fantasy film. Eager and unceterrel—even when
the film industry tells her no—Rcbinson keeps going.
She’s go: stories to tell.

TH: No Ordinary Love was siat in Fort Worth.

How has the city played a role in your work?

CR: Probably more than my filmmaking, the city has
informed the writing part of my job because Fort Worth
is such z great mix of people. Tkere are so many people
here with different backgrour.ds, so that really helps
with character development. [ can go aniywhere and
just peodle-watch and get all types of conversations
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and personalities and character ideas. That
definitely plays a part in my storytelling.

TH: What are some of the most fertile
places in the town?

CR: I love downtown Fort Worth. I love to
sit around the Water Gardens. There are
so many people and families that walk
through. It's not a guarded, look-over-
your-shoulder type of space. People are
just being themselves.

TH: You wrote, directed, and produced
No Ordinary Love. Is that a lot for one
person?

CR: Not in the indie world. When you have
a studio film, you have a lot of department
heads and producers and executive
producers. But in the indie world, while
some people only write or only direct, a
lot of people wear several hats. I'm one of
those people who wear several hats.

TH: What were some of the most
rewarding moments of filming No
Ordinary Love?

CR: Oh, man. We have this scene that we
shot in downtown Fort Worth in Sundance
Square. My dad always tells me, “Chyna,
you have to stop and smell the roses,”
because I'm always going—working and
wearing these hats. That was a moment
for me when I looked around and there
were people on the sidewalk, watching.

[ felt so proud that we were in my
hometown, and we're making this movie
that feels really big, in small Fort Worth.
We had the big lights; we had the streets
blocked off. It was a moment. One of my
crew, who is from San Antonio but works
alot in California, he stopped and said, “I
have not seen something like this, on this
level, in this area. It's amazing to be a part
of”” For me, that's a great feeling.

TH: I imagine you would feel a lot of
pride watching that unfold, knowing that
you made it happen.

CR: Well, there are a lot of people who
helped make it happen. My executive
producer, Tracy Rector, and I have
become very close friends and partners

in this. Just getting a film made, done,

and distributed, it's a huge thing. It's
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tough work. A lot of people aren't able to
finish. It’s just one of those things where
sometimes you have to make your own
opportunity and do whatever you need
to do to get it done. My goal was to make
people believe that I could do it so that
they would come on and do it with me.

TH: Did you know from the start that you
wanted to push for global distribution?
CR: Absolutely. I had planned at first for
No Ordinary Love to be a short film. But [
started researching and writing, and I said,
“There’s no way this can be a short film.
We have to make it into a feature, and
everybody needs to see it.” We had people
say, “I'm in Germany and I watched it,

and I loved it and “I'm in South Africa,”
and “I'm in Australia,” and so it has been a
really humbling experience.

TH: The theme is painful but important.
You worked with SafeHaven, a domestic
violence agency in Tarrant County, and
did some of your research there. Have
people who work with abuse victims
been reaching out to you?

CR: Absolutely. We've actually partnered
with several organizations, and we
[Robinson and Rector] have spoken at
summits in the U.K. and Asia-Pacific

and Australia in the past couple of
months. They're using clips from the film,
and we're able to really just unpack in
these summits. It has been amazing. In
October, we're taking the movie to college
campuses and doing Q&As.

TH: Is social justice a priority in your
work?

CR: Yes. If you want to be a good writer,
you have to have empathy for people,
period. Not just people who look like or
sound like you. A lot of these social-justice
issues kind of fall in my lap. When I get
into it, they become very important to me.
With Greenwood, that was by accident.
I'was in Tulsa with a stage production,
and someone came and told me a little
bit about it. Once I got into the research, I
decided, “Oh, this has to be a film”

TH: Can you elaborate on what stories
are important for you to tell?

CR: So many. It’s not just social-justice
films. When [ did stage, I did A Milk
Chocolate Nutcracker. It was a two-year
thing, and it was for families; it's holiday,
and Iloved it. I've also done live murder
mysteries with bands at the local Buttons
Restaurant. For four years, we sold out
every show. So there is no genre, there

is no box. There are just so many stories.
And sadly, women haven't been able to
tell these stories that much in the past,
and especially Black women and women
of color. We haven't been able to get our
voices out there. Now it’s like, “I want to do
this and this and this.” I have a lot to say.

TH: I love the quote on your website by
the Indian American director Mira Nair:
“A director has to have the heart of a
poet and the skin of an elephant.” Why
does that resonate with you?

CR: I think poets are thoughtful people,
and what’s inside of you is important in
whatever you do, not just in this industry.
You have to be thoughtful. And then the
skin of an elephant, well, my goodness...
In this industry you have people who

love your work, and then there will be a
few who really don't like it. And you have
people who are not championing change,
so you just have to take it in stride. You get
nos. We do film festivals, and we've won
awards, but we've also gotten nos. At first,
those hurt. It's like someone calling your
baby ugly. It stings. Then you learn it's a
yes for so many, and it'll be a no for some.
That's OK. Keep telling your story. L

Chyna Robinson will be screening
and discussing No Ordinary Love
at TCU this October. For dates and
information on her college tour and
upcoming film projects, see her social
media @chynawrites on Instagram
and Twitter; Chyna Butler Robinson on
Facebook. noordinarylovemovie.com
=]
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Honey’s Sheriff

PAMPA, 1982

archetype of a Texzs sheriff, a position he held in Gray County for 38 years. Rufe stood a

bulky 6-foot-4 and could be tough when the situation demanded it. According to local
lore, four inmates once jumped Rufe in the county jail and he whipped all four in less than a minute, no
weapons used. But his intimidating appearance was a facade: Rufe was widely known as a soft-spoken,
tenderhearted man who would help anybody in need. So, when Dallas-based ahotographer Kent Barler
visited in 1982 to photograph the sheriff in his office, it was no surprise when Rufe’s poodle, Honey,
jumped into his lap. After Rufe died in 1991, the Texas Department of Criminal Justice honored his
legacy by raming its Pampa prison the Rufe Jordan Unit.

‘/\/‘%aring handmade hoots and a Resistol hat, Rufus “Rufe” Jordan was the larger-than-life

Know ¢f any fascinating vintage Texas photographs? Send copies or ideas to tracesoftxphotos@gmail.com.

Photo: Kent Barker
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