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TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

COURTHOUSE 

co �R§TONE§ 
A Quarterly Update of the Texas Historic Courthouse Preservation Program 

The Ellis County 

Courthouse in Waxahachie 

has always been a 

popular gathering place, 

both in 1902 when the 

Ringling Brothers Circus 

came to town, and for the 

courthouse re-dedication 

Oct. 4, 2002. 

READ ALL ABOUT IT: 

COURTHOUSE RE-DEDICATED! 

Like an old black and white movie clip, a young man strides up and down 

the sidewalk waving newspapers and yelling "Extra! Extra! Read all about it: 

The courthouse is re-dedicated!" This extra 30-page special section of the 

Waxahachie Daily Light, Midlothian Mirror and Ennis Journal discusses 

the history of the Ellis County Courthouse and its restoration, as well as offers 

congratulatory notes from local merchants. Most events associated with the 

re-dedication of the Ellis County Courthouse exude an old-fashioned, 

small-town charm. 

The two-day celebration began on Friday, Oct. 4, 2002 with a ceremonial 

commissioner's court meeting in the beautifully restored district courtroom. 

"You have clearly set the standard and raised the bar for courthouses all 

across the state," said THC Chair John L. Nau, III, in remarks delivered in the 

packed courtroom. Texas First Lady Anita Perry received a standing ovation 

after delivering the keynote address. 
- Continues on page 2
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