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{ON THE COVER) Maj. Gen. Tracy R. Norris, Texas Adjutant General,
receives the Texas Military Department's colors from Texas Secretary of
State David Whitley during the Adjutant General change-of-command
ceremony at Camp Mabry in Austin, Texas, Jan. 12, 2019. As Texas Ad-
jutant General, Norris commands the nation's largest National Guard.
(U.S. Army National Guard photo by Cpl. Alexander Logan.)
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Soldiers of the Texas Army National Guard perform a 19-gun salute at
the Texas Capitol during the Inauguration of Governor Greg Abbott on

Jan 15, 2019 in Austin Texas. (Texas Army National Guard photo by Kyle
Burns)
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FROM THE TOP

COMMENTARIES FROM TEXAS MILITARY DEPARTMENT LEADERS

What does a good leader look like? We’ve all had one at
some point in our careers, that person who you look back
on and in whose actions you recognize wisdom. That per-
son who you say, “thanks to so-and-so, | was able to...”
fill in the blank. Good leadership style may look different
to each of you. Some people lead through forceful action
or outgoing charisma — the very strength of their person-
ality drawing others in, making us willingly follow their
orders or direction. Others may be quieter in their lead-
ership style, subtly guiding us towards the outcome that
they think is best. A good leader knows how to influence
others by providing the purpose, vision and motivation to
get the mission accomplished. But no matter the method-
ology, a good leader always puts people first.

As Soldiers, Airmen and State Guardsmen of the Texas
Military Department, our career paths and selfless service
have dictated that we put the priorities and concerns of
the rest of the state and nation above our own. A lot is
asked of us. We always follow through and give all that is
required. However, in order for us to have that seeming-
ly endless reserve of service to give, we must have good
leaders who protect those who have answered the call to
serve.

Leadership is about finding the balance between the good
of the whole and the good of the individuals who com-
prise that whole. Leaders at TMD must work to ensure the
future success of our agency, while also being cognizant
of the fact that the future cannot exist without the people
who work here. Our people are our most important asset,
and we must work to retain, develop and care for them.

WHAT DOES A GOOD
LEADER LOOK LIKE?

CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER 5 JEFF FELTON

COMMAND CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER

Without good people, we will be unable to respond to
calls for assistance. That means that leadership involves
servitude. To lead, one must serve those for whom they
have been charged with looking out. Leadership is not just
about telling someone when and where to go but also en-
suring they are set up to succeed in whatever mission set
with which they are tasked. Mission failure is often the
result of leadership failure. Good leaders stress the im-
portance of preparation for the many variables of a given
mission.

Some of the most important reminders | can give to those
who are working to become the leaders of tomorrow is
as follows:

Lead by example. Never ask someone to do something
that you yourself would not do. Be trustworthy. If you
want your people to trust you, you must not only earn
that trust, but you must also trust them. Set the example
on how to trust and empower them to make decisions at
their level. Be clear in your guidance, purpose and direc-
tion. No one wins when there is confusion. Your people
can handle the truth and full picture of what they are
about to get themselves into. As a matter of fact, they
may have excellent ideas on how to best approach a prob-
lem that you yourself have not thought of, so be ready to
listen as well. Never assume that just because you out-
rank someone that your ideas will also outperform theirs.
We have so many opportunities for growth and leader-
ship development here at TMD. | hope that these ideas
are useful to our up-and-coming leaders. | can’t wait to
see where you take this agency in the future. =D

4 TheDISPATCH February 2019
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=~ ALL SERVICE MEMBERS WELCOME TO VISIT SMRCS
4@.@ FOR MEDICAL AND DENTAL SERVICES

HOURS OF OPERATION
0800-1600 MON-FRI Full-time providers are available at each of your TXARNG SMRCs (Minus Camp Bullis) provid-
ing services such as, Health assessments (PHAs and PDHRAs) School physicals (Air Assault, Airborne and Ranger),
Vaccinations/immunizations, screening blood tests (HIV, GEPD, etc.), as well as hearing exams.

0800-1600 THUR-FRI Full-time Dentists and dental assistants are available for your
DENTAL EXAMS AND TREATMENT IN GRAND PRAIRIE AND HOUSTON ONLY.
0800-MC IDT weekends (Contact SMRC RNCOs for IDT schedules)

Austin SMRC Houston SMRC (Ellington Field)
(Walk-in and Appointments available) (Walk-in and Appointments available)
SFC Neville B. Patterson, RNCO SSG Robert A. Pearl, RNCO
2200 West 35th Street, BLDG 86 510 Ellington Field BLDG 1182, RM 105
Austin, TX 78703-1222 Houston, TX 77034
Office: 512-782-5970 Office: 512-782-5001 ext. 7894113
MIL Cell: 512-466-0318 MIL Cell: 512-851-7411
neville.b.patterson.mil@mail.mil robert.a.pearl.mil@mail.mil
Grand Prairie SMRC Camp Bullis (San Antonio) SMRC
(Walk-in and Appointments available) (Appointment only, )
SSG Zachary J. Johnson, RNCO SSG Raj Kumaraswamy, RNCO
1013 Lakecrest Drive 21200 Camp Bullis Road, BLDG 5044
Grand Prairie, TX 75051 San Antonio, TX 78257-9725
Office: 972-264-8362, x7354511m Office: 512-782-5001x7854401
MIL Cell: 512-769-2713 MIL Cell: 512-743-2584
zachary.j.johnson56.mil@mail.mil rajendran.j.kumaraswamy.mil@mail.mil

Behavioral Health Assistance (Call anytime for appointments)

Grand Prairie: Cassandra Coleman 214-490-4661 El Paso: Claudette Barragan 806-632-8488
Houston Mary-Ann Bland 281-543-8839 San Antonio: Liz Becerril 210-608-4547

Killeen: Natalie Cilek 254-493-6615 Weslaco: Juan Guerrero 956-532-8700

Austin: Robin Gardner 956-532-8684 /CPT Wayne Marrs Jr. 512-228-2334

Visit us on tmd.texas.gov for appointments
and other important information.

https://tmd.texas.gov/mag/dispatch/2019/Feb/mobile/ 5/24
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TEXAS MILITARY DEPARTMENT

ANEW PLAN FOR THE GUARD

A SIT-DOWN WITH THE NEW ADJUTANT GENERAL OF TEXAS

Maj. Gen. Tracy R. Norris, the Adjutant General Of Texas, addresses friends, family and fellow Guards-
men at the Texas Adjutant General change-of-command ceremony held at Camp Mabry in Austin, Tex-
as, Jan. 12, 2019. (U.5. Army National Guard photo by Sgt. 1st Class Malcolm McClendon.)
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AUSTIN, Texas, - Maj. Gen. Tracy R. Norris became
the Adjutant General of Texas on January 1, 2019.
She previously served as the Deputy Adjutant Gen-
eral — Army and Commander of the Texas Army Na-
tional Guard. Norris has held positions in numerous
units, including the 176th Engineer Brigade, the
Construction and Facilities Management Office, the
36th Infantry Division and the Recruiting and Reten-
tion Battalion.

Norris received an Army ROTC scholarship and holds
bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Florida State
University. She went on to receive her Master of
Strategic Studies from the U.S. Army War College
and a Master of Business Administration from the
University of Texas at Austin.

DISPATCH: As you take on this new responsibil-
ity, where do you want to take the organization in
the coming years?

Maj. Gen. [John] Nichols set a very
good baseline for the National Guard and our State
Guard, so what | would like to focus on for the future
is that we need to grow. We are a growth state, our
economy is growing. Our Army National Guard units
need to have more force structure. Our Air National
Guard needs more units to fill the population that
we have in Texas. We need to grow our State Guard
numbers to assist in state disasters running shelters
and helping keep families together as they evacu-
ate, so we need growth and the ability to grow. It’s
working at the national level to get the additional
units in our force structure, as well as to give oppor-
tunities for promotion and ensuring members can
attend their military schools.

DISPATCH: How did you become the Adjutant
General of Texas?

There’s a lot of timing and a lot of luck
involved. | actually started in Georgia and the Flori-
da Guard. | went to Florida State on an ROTC schol-

https://tmd.texas.gov/mag/dispatch/2019/Feb/mobile/

The Dispatch February 2019

DUTIES OF

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL

(1) Perform duties assigned by the governor relating to
the military affairs of this state;

(2) Assume responsibility for the overall leadership,
management, accountability, and operations of the Texas
military forces, including the transportation of troops, mu-
nitions, military equipment, and property in this state;

(3) Oversee the preparation of returns and reports re-
quired of this state by the United States;

(4) Maintain a register of all officers of the Texas military
forces;

(5) Publish at state expense, when necessary, state mili-
tary law and regulations;

(6) Make available annual reports concerning the Texas
military forces;

(7) Establish reasonable and necessary fees for the admin-
istration of this subtitle;

(8) Employ and arm, as the adjutant general determines
appropriate, persons licensed under Title 10, Occupations
Code, to protect property that is under the adjutant gen-
eral's authority and to satisfy applicable security require-
ments;

(9) Define and prescribe the kind and amount of supplies,
including operational munitions for use in this state, to be
purchased for the Texas military forces;

(10) Prescribe general regulations for the maintenance
of supplies and for the transportation and distribution of
supplies from the place of purchase to camps, stations,
companies, or other necessary places of safekeeping;

(11) Have supplies, whether the property of the United
States or this state, properly cared for and kept in good
order and ready for use; and

(12) As the adjutant general determines appropriate, sell
or destroy property and supplies or exchange property and
supplies for other military property and supplies.

Texas Government Code Sec. 437.053.

724
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arship. | never thought I'd still be here after 33 years.
| spent five years at the National Guard Bureau, then Miaj. Gen. Tracy Ré.'ﬁ’{”’: fwﬂf Ofjlexc=3a
" . . /ﬂ nding the governor's inauguration in"Austin, Texr.fs, Jan’
spent time in Massachusetts and then finally got to 2019} (Texas Military Department photo By Bob SSIEE)
Texas. | got to Texas because one of my good friends P : : &
recruited me. [The state] had a large population of
Army engineers. Texas decided to keep me, and
they’ve given me a lot of opportunities. They weren’t
always things that | thought were opportunities but
it’s really about the leadership, and | was very fortu-
nate to have great leadership. When Gen. Nichols was
getting ready to retire, as his deputy for the Army, he
was gracious enough to recommend me to take his
position. It was the Soldiers that were working for me
and it was those leaders that gave me those oppor-
tunities.

3

DISPATCH: Biggest accomplishment so far?

Getting my husband to marry me (laughs)
and becoming Adjutant General of Texas. | still pinch
myself. I'm just so excited, and it’s such a great honor.
If it wasn’t for my husband and the support that he’s
given me, | wouldn’t be here.

DISPATCH: When was the moment you decided
to enlist? How did you come to that decision?

The summer before my junior year in
college, | got a letter in the mail that said, “Call ROTC.”
| was not thinking about the military, but they said
they would pay for my school, so | went in and talked
to them. | got recruited into the National Guard when
| was commissioned, and | just knew | was doing six
m@ﬂ Ad‘mmm Ge,,em, herdl Years, then | was going to get out. Then | met a group

ep of people that were Vietnam veterans, and they took
care of me and they showed me how different the

8 TheDISPATCH February 2019
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Army [is]. Like most people, | said “I'll stay a couple
more years,” and now we're at 33 years and that’s
just the way it happened.

DISPATCH: If you had not joined the military,
what do you think you would be doing right now?

I think I'd probably be a county or city
planner or even working for state government as a
planner. | think | would be still serving the commu-
nity, because | find that fun.

DISPATCH: How did you overcome a major set-
back or failure in your life or career?

| like to set an objective short, be it 24
months, and work toward that objective. My moth-
er was a very strong support for me, and one of the
things that she would always say is, “This too shall
pass.” What | learned is that there is a plan, and that
wasn’t where | was going and that wasn’t where |
was supposed to be, so | was diverted. Eventually
an opportunity showed itself, and it ends up work-
ing out. FIRST ANNUAL TRAINING IN TEXAS

DISPATCH: When you are not in uniform what
can you be found doing?

Spending time with my husband. We
like to go to the beach, and we have two hunting
dogs that love to play and chase the birds. | have a
lot of family in Louisiana, so getting back and see-
ing my mom as much as | can. It’s really about fami-
ly. 1 don’t have a lot of downtime right now, but I'm
okay with that because | love what | do.

DISPATCH: What does it mean to be a Texan?

Texans are independent and don’t nec-
essarily need to be told what to do because they're
going to figure it out and make it happen. For ex-
ample, in Katrina our Army engineers came back
when Rita hit. People had their chainsaws ready,
started cutting up trees that fell down in east Texas
and still taking care of themselves. We're very inde-
pendent, very self-sufficient and I’'m very proud to
be a Texan and to be serving Texans. =D

https://tmd.texas.gov/mag/dispatch/2019/Feb/mobile/ 9/24
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HE'S PRETTY GOOD AT THIS

"ARMY

THING"

AN INTERVIEW WITH THE NEW DEPUTY ADJUTANT GENERAL -
ARMY AND TEXAS ARMY NATIONAL GUARD COMMANDER

Story By: Brandon Jones
Texas Military Department Public Affairs

AUSTIN, Texas, - Brig. Gen. Greg Chaney was named
the Deputy Adjutant General — Army and Command-
er of the Texas Army National Guard on January 1,
2019, after being appointed by Gov. Greg Abbott to
the position. Chaney previously served as the Direc-
tor of Joint Staff, where he was responsible to Gov.
Abbott and the Adjutant General for all hazards re-
sponse planning, execution, border security oper-
ations, counterdrug operations and emergency re-
sponse to natural and man-made disasters.

An engineer by training, Chaney is a member of the
National Guard Association of Texas, National Guard
Association of the United States, Association of the
United States Army and the Army Engineer Associa-
tion.

Chaney holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees from
Abilene Christian University. He also has a master’s
degree from the United States Army War College.

DISPATCH: As you take on this new responsibility,
where do you want to take the organization in the
coming years?

0 TheDISPATCH February 2019

https://tmd.texas.gov/mag/dispatch/2019/Feb/mobile/

10/24



8/8/22, 12:39 PM

CHANEY: As stated in the National Defense Strat-
egy. my priorities are individual readiness and the
modernization of our force. Chances are, our next
fight will be against a near-peer enemy, so the strat-
egies, tactics and equipment we have grown accus-
tomed to since the Global War on Terror began will
have to be updated accordingly. | encourage all TMD
members to read the latest National Defense Strate-
gy to get a more in-depth look at the direction we are
heading as an organization.

DISPATCH: How did you become the Commander of
the Texas Army National Guard and Deputy Adjutant
General - Army?

https://tmd.texas.gov/mag/dispatch/2019/Feb/mobile/
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TEXAS MILITARY DEPARTMENT

CHANEY: | like to joke that I'm an “accidental gen-
eral.” | originally never thought | would join the mil-
itary, but | certainly never dreamed of becoming a
general officer. When | enlisted | had long hair and a
mustache, and the plan was to serve my time, pay off
my student loans and live out the rest of my days as a
shop teacher. However, | discovered that | was pretty
good at this “Army thing,” and when | was a captain
| was accepted into the AGR program. From there, a
combination of work, luck and being surrounded by
great Soldiers and leaders helped me get to where |
am today.

11/24
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DISPATCH: Biggest accomplishment so far?

CHANEY: Marrying my beautiful wife Angie and rais-
ing two wonderful, God-fearing daughters is my proud-
est accomplishment so far. On the Army side, | think
seeing officers and NCOs that | had a chance to mentor
and work with succeed — that always makes me feel
like | am doing good work for the organization.

DISPATCH: When was the moment you decided to
enlist? How did you come to that decision?

CGCHANEY: | was walking through the hallways of

Abilene Christian University when a National Guard re-
cruiter told me about the educational benefits offered
by the Guard. Although | had never put much thought
into the military, | had put plenty of thought into how |
was going to pay for the rest of my college. Not long af-
ter that | enlisted as a combat engineer (the best MOS
out there, by the way).

https://tmd.texas.gov/mag/dispatch/2019/Feb/mobile/
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DISPATCH: If you had not joined the military what do
you think you would be doing right now?

CHANEY: | would most likely still be teaching. Either
that or building things.

DISPATGH: How did you overcome a major setback or
failure in your life or career?

GCHANEY: My faith and family are the foundation upon
which | have built my life. Anytime | face adversity or
failure, a quick prayer or a call to my wife are my go-to
response. Several years ago, our house burned down,
which was a big blow to us as a family at the time. We
had to lean on each other and our faith for a while,
and rebuilding took the help of friends, our community
and my fellow Soldiers. When it was all said and done,
though, our faith in each other and the Lord was stron-
ger than ever.

12/24
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COMMAND PHOTO

DISPATCH: When you are not in uniform what can you
be found doing?

GHANEY: | enjoy bee-keeping, gardening (vegetables,
not flowers) and anything else that | can do outdoors.
| go on an annual quail hunt with my dad and spend as
many weekends as | can with my daughters. My wife
and | are also active members of our church back home
in Merkel, Texas.

DISPATCH: What does it mean to be a Texan?

CGHANEY: Texans have a strong identity and are known
for putting pride into their work. | think you can see
the effects of this throughout the Texas Army National
Guard. It is reflected in our exceptional esprit de corps
and backed by a long and storied tradition of military
excellence. The Alamo, Goliad, all the way through the
amazing accomplishments of the 36th ID during World
War Il and the Texas Military Department during the
current War on Terror. There is a reason that we list Tex-
as as a core value alongside Duty and Honor. | am proud
to serve Texas every day. =D

ENLISTED PHOTO
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IN COMMAND

AN INTERVIEW WITH THE NEW AIR GUARD COMMANDER

Story By: Bob Seyller
Texas Military Department Public Affairs

AUSTIN, Texas, - Maj. Gen. Dawn M. Ferrell is the Dep-
uty Adjutant General — Air and assumes command of
the Texas Air National Guard this February. She is the
first female in Texas Air National Guard history to be
promoted to both brigadier and major general.

Ferrell began her military career in August 1983 as an
air cargo specialist in the Texas Air National Guard and
later commissioned through the Air National Guard’s
Academy of Military Science in February 1994. She
has held various positions within the Texas Air Na-
tional Guard, supporting both domestic and overseas
missions. Before taking on a full-time role in the Texas
Air National Guard, Ferrell served as a professor and
in higher-education administration.

Brigadier, Generall Dawn]MarielEerrell§thelDeputy/Adjutant General foRAirSfortheiTexasiVilitary Departmentjisipinnedjwithlthelrani
lof{majorigenerallbylheriparentsland|friend|inalceremonyheldlaticamp]MabrylintAusting Texas/on]Dect1432018)
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Ferrell graduated with Bachelor of Arts and Master of
Arts degrees from Midwestern State University and
earned her doctorate of philosophy from the Univer-
sity of North Texas.

As you take on this new responsibility,
where do you want to take the organization in the
coming years?

FERRELL: My leadership priorities for the Texas Air
National Guard are to take care of our Airmen, recap-
italize our aircraft and ensure our mission sets are
viable and always support our state and federal part-
ners. | want to ensure the Texas Air National Guard
remains the premier choice for additional mission ca-

ar

pacity within the Air National Guard and that we are
always able to support the citizens of Texas and all
Americans in their times of need.

How did you get to be the Deputy Ad-
jutant General - Air and now commander of the Air
National Guard?

FERRELL: Many factors led me here. Certainly the
support of family, as well as the mentoring by many,
many people in my life. My passion for the role the
Texas Air National Guard plays in the safety and secu-
rity of our state and nation has led to my long term
of service in the Guard. As one mentor told me many
years ago: always work hard, go above and beyond

https://tmd.texas.gov/mag/dispatch/2019/Feb/mobile/
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the minimum requirements, be willing to step up and
do the hard things nobody else wants to do and take
care of those with whom you work.

Biggest accomplishment so far?
FERRELL: For me, education is a passion. For that
reason, obtaining by Ph.D. was a big accomplishment

for me and one of the proudest times in my life.

When was the moment you decided to
enlist? How did you come to that decision?

https://tmd.texas.gov/mag/dispatch/2019/Feb/mobile/

FERRELL: My father was a career enlisted Airman,
so | knew early on that | wanted to join the military.
| thought at first | would go active-duty Air Force like
him, but | ran into an Air National Guard recruiter and
that changed my path. | enlisted into the Air National
Guard right out of high school and have been at it
ever since. | have been a drill-status Guardsman for
most of my military career, and that allowed me to
have a civilian life and career, as well as a military life
and career — in my mind, the best of both worlds!

If you had not joined the military what
do you think you would be doing right now?

16/24
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FERRELL: The military has been such a large and
consistent part of my life, that | cannot even imag-
ine my life without it. Since | was part-time military
for so long and had a civilian career path in coun-
seling and higher education, | suppose | would’ve
continued pursuing those higher education en-
deavors. Higher education is a passion of mine and
remains so to this day.

How did you overcome a major set-
back or failure in your life or career?

FERRELL: |'ve always believed that when one
door closes, another door will open. I've made a
decision to always have multiple tracks in both my
personal and professional life, so that if something
doesn’t pan out, | have other options. In life, we
have to be prepared for the ups and downs. If you
are disappointed that something doesn’t go your
way, then spend an appropriate amount of time
grieving, but then spend more time focusing on
that next door and how to get through it.

When you are not in uniform what
can you be found doing?

FERRELL: | love to read, socialize with friends
and family and spend time outdoors. Also, | have
cats!

What does it mean to be a Texan?

FERRELL: Though not a native Texan, | got here
as fast as | could! To me, being a Texan means you
are strong, proud, friendly and always ready to
help other people. D

https://tmd.texas.gov/mag/dispatch/2019/Feb/mobile/ 17/24



8/8/22, 12:39 PM

The Dispatch February 2019

THE VOLUNTEER GENERAL

MAJ. GEN. Robert Bodisch
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Story By: Caitlin Rourk

Texas Military Department Public Affairs

AUSTIN, Texas, - Maj. Gen. Robert Bodisch
officially took command of the Texas State
Guard on January 26, 2019, after being ap-
pointed by Gov. Greg Abbott to the position
in October 2018. A former U.S. Marine, Bo-
disch has served in the Texas State Guard for
more than 30 years and retired from an im-
pressive 45-year law enforcement career.

Before retiring as the Texas Department
of Public Safety Deputy Director for Texas
Homeland Security and Services, he held po-
sitions with the Office of the Governor, the
U.S. Department of Justice and the Texas At-
torney General’s office.

Bodisch holds a bachelor’s degree from the
University of Houston and a master’s degree

= from the National Graduate School.

\ DISPATCH: As you take on this new re-

sponsibility, where do you want to take the
organization in the coming years?

BODISCH: The Texas State Guard has two
large things we’re looking at now. One is ex-
panding to 5,000 members. Our current au-
thorized strength is 2,300, and we’ll be mov-
ing toward the goal of growing to 5,000 over
the next few months. | also want to move the
organization into the future, looking out five
to 10 years. What do we need to look like?
What things do we need to be addressing?
What gaps can we fill for the National Guard
and the Texas Department of Emergency
Management? I'm focused on professional-
izing the Texas State Guard and providing all
the educational and training opportunities to
our force, including leadership development
for all our leaders.
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DISPATCH: How did you become the Texas State
Guard commander?

BODISCH: Ever since | was a kid, | always wanted to
be in law enforcement. In 1973, | went to work for the
Harris County Sherriff’s Office and have spent time at
numerous different agencies throughout my career. It
may seem like | couldn’t keep a jab, but each position
was progressive and had more responsibility. When |
reached 45 years, | said, “That’s probably enough.” |
retired in August 2018.

The military and law enforcement have a lot of simi-
larities. We have to be disciplined, we have to be ex-

Robert Bdi;!l, Gommandgt; Texas State Guard, cut a cake with a saber
Texas State/Guard change-of-command ceremony, Jan. 26, 2019
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perts at what we do and we have to be confident. We
have to have all those skills to accomplish missions.
| think both professions complement each other. As
a matter of fact, in the law enforcement profession,
we were always trying to recruit people getting out of
the military.

DISPATCH: Biggest accomplishment so far?

BODISCH: | don’t know that | have just one, but
one thing we were able to accomplish made a big dif-
ference in a very difficult situation. | was in a meeting
one time in the lieutenant governor’s office, with lots
of folks from south Texas. They were very concerned

https://tmd.texas.gov/mag/dispatch/2019/Feb/mobile/

methf:texas. gov ig/

19/24



8/8/22, 12:39 PM

TEXAS MILITARY DEPARTMENT

about illegal aliens coming across the border and get-
ting lost on large ranches. These illegal aliens crossed
in the middle of summer, so it was very hot, and
they had no water, no food and no communication.
They would succumb to the elements. There was
no organized way to find these people or to recover
their remains. A lot of hard work went into getting
grant money to fund a search-and-rescue operation
through the Texas State Guard. We've now done that
mission that for a number of years and have recov-
ered quite a few sets of remains on those ranches.
Hopefully, the bodies can be repatriated using DNA
back to their home countries, and families can finally
put to rest what happened to their loved ones. The
program has always stuck with me; it’s Texans serving
Texas and the greater good.

DISPATCH: When was the moment you decided to
enlist? How did you come to that decision?

BODISCH: | was here at Camp Mabry for some rea-
son and ran into Brig. Gen. John L. C. Scribner, after
whom the museum is named. He pulled me aside

Maj. Gen. Robert Bodisch, Commander, Texas State
Guard, speaks during a ‘:&t in San Marcos, Tex-

as, December 8, 2018, about the future plans for the
Texas State Guard. (Texas State Guard Photo by Staff
Sgt. Tii itt.)
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and said, “Hey, what are you doing on weekends?”
He convinced me to join the Texas State Guard, which
| had never heard of before that point. It was an op-
portunity as a citizen to give back to my community,
so he swore me in August of 1988, and it’s been a
good ride ever since.

DISPATCH: If you had not joined the military what
do you think you would be doing right now?

BODISCH: | clearly was always aiming to go into
law enforcement. The big problem was, | graduat-
ed from high school but didn’t have any college and
came from a very large family of eight kids, so college
wasn’t in my cards at that point. So, going into ac-
tive-duty military gave me the opportunity to go to
college, and that was very beneficial for both careers.

DISPATCH: How did you overcome a major set-
back or failure in your life or career?

BODISCH: For many years, the Texas State Guard
got few dollars to run the organization. It took a num-
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ber of years working with members of the legisla-
ture and educating people that a military organi-
zation should not run on a shoestring budget. We
were successful a few years ago getting a reason-
able budget to operate and to pay for people going
to annual training and some specialized training.
Now, we have nine full-time employees to help run
the organization. As we go forward, we're request-
ing even more full-time employees and a larger
budget to make sure we can pay all our Guardsmen
for annual training and specialized training, to pro-
vide all the necessary equipment and supplies to
do these operations and to operate efficiently and

effectively. o T
T —
DISPATCH: When you are not in uniform what ) —r

can you be found doing?

O mmm

BODISCH: I'm a prolific reader. My wife is always - ' o &;
moving my books, because I'll be reading a book in i o ;
this room, I'll be reading a book in that room and V'l
be reading a book in another room. | love to read,
especially biographies and history. I've done a lot
of research about the Middle East for the past 20
years. And every now and then, | like to have a cel-
ebratory cigar.

DISPATCH: What does it mean to be a Texan?

BODISCH: Fortunately, | got to Texas as soon as
| could. I'll tell you, there is no greater country in
the world than the United States of America, and
there is no greater state than Texas. | love living
here. | love being a Texan. It's just very gratifying
to be a Texan and help other Texans, especially in
their time of need. If | have to explain to you why
we do what we do, you wouldn’t understand. It’s
great being a Texan and doing what we do in the
Texas State Guard. We're always looking for new re-
cruits, including people getting out of the National
Guard and people that have skillsets we need, like
doctors and lawyers. For anyone who just wants to
serve, we have a place for you in the Texas State
Guard. =D
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PHOTOS FROM THE FIELD

FIRSTHAND EXPERIENGES OF OUR TEXAS GUARDSMEN

5

Photo By: Sgt. Maj. Jason Morrow
71st Troop Command

Governor's 20 competition at Camp Swift,
Jan. 5, 2019.

Photo By: Petty Officer 2 Behnam Beniamin
Texas Maritime Regiment

Bravo Co. dive team answered the call to re-
cover a boat for Texas Parks and Wildlife.

Photo By: Staff Sgt. Thomas Streeter
1-149th Attack Reconnaissance Battalion

Dual aircraft launch during night operations on
drill weekend at Ellington Field, Jan. 12, 2019.
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YOU ARE A LINK IN THE CHAIN THAT

CAN END SEXUAL HARASSMENT
AND SEXUAL ASSAULT

STAY STRONG!

SPEAK UP INTERVENE
DON’T TOLERATE RECOGNIZE THREATS
INAPPROPRIATE AND PREVENT THE
BEHAVIOR ASSAULT
REPORT
ALL INSTANCES
OF HARASSMENT
AND ASSAULT

WERE YOU SEXUALLY ASSAULTED?
NOT SURE WHO TO CALL?

TMD Sexual Assault Support Line: 512-565-4410
SHAIRIPP ob safeline: 1-877-995-5247 available 24/7

fahaloli SEXUAL ASSAULT
www.sareneipline.org PREVENTION & RESPONSE




