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The Kodak Chap —Starr Bryden was a familiar sight on his bicycle in early Kerrville
days. When this photo was made, he had just returned from a two-wheeler trip to visit
relatives in Tennessee. Bryden’s collection of early day photos includes many made by
the late Col. J. E. Grinstead, and are a treasure lore for historians.
(This was caption from a newspaper photo of this picture from the Mountain Sun, dated
September 9, 1970)

(-Photo Courtesy Geraldine Meeker)
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STARR BRYDEN

These photographs ave from a collection
of photographer Stowr Bryden who-lived

in Kerr County from 1913-1959 and,
took photographs of the area for morve
thouw 40 years.

Stowr was born Mawchv2, 1892 inv
Rockford, IWinois. He came down withv
tuwbercudosis as av young moawv and his
father brought him to- Texas HIL Country
for ity reputed healthy climate. During
his ilness, he lived with TUa Leonav
Denton Williaums, grandmother of
Geraldine Goss Meeker, to- whom these
photographs belong. She has donated the
major body of Brydew s work, whichv
includes mony of J.M. Grinustead’s
oviginal photographs, to-the Kerrville
Public Libravy. These pictuwres are from
her personal family collection
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1922 — Geraldine Goss (infant) shown here being held by her mother, Daphne Goss, while
Charles Cappock holds up the bicycle Starr Bryden rode from Kerrville to Tennessee after
his recovery from tuberculosis. Bryden came to Kerrville in 1913, was nursed back to health
by Jerrie’s grandmother, Ella Leona Denton Williams, and became a part of her family.
Later, Bryden became known for his photographs of the Hill Country which he took over a
period of 43 years. He was widely known as “The Kodak Chap.”
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1931 — Geraldine Goss (Meeker), age 9, poses for photographer Starr Bryden in

a field of Hill Country bluebonnets. Starr, who lived with Jerrie’s grandmother’s family
when he was a young man, later became a photographer. He often mounted such
photographs on wood and sold the cut-outs to the public. This particular photograph
was later made into a postcard for tourists to the Kerr County area.
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This little cabin on was on the Tom Myers Ranch on Medina Mountain and is believed to be the cabin where Starr Bryden lived when
his father first brought him to Kerrville from Tennessee. Starr was suffering from tuberculosis and came to Kerrville because of its
reputed healthy climate.
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This series of small pictures was made into a folding panel which Starr Bryden sold to earn money.




CYCLE CHAP — Bicycle riders were familiar sights in early Kerrville Days. This
cyclist Starr Bryden, just returned from a wheeled visit to Tennessee.

(From a postcard — Courtesy of Geraldine Goss Meeker)
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Elisha Poter Bryden, father of Starr Bryden - He brought the young Starr Bryden to
Kerrville from Tennessee in 1913, seeking a healthier climate for Starr who was
suffering from tuberculosis. His father returned to Tennessee but Starr remained in
Kerrville and became a well known photographer.
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This is believed to be Starr Bryden’s father, shown here as a young man in his
Civil War Uniform. -(Photo courtesy of Geraldine Goss Meeker)
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This article appeared in the Kerrville Mountain Sun newspaper after Starr Bryden
sent a telegram notifying the newspaper that he had completed his bicycle trip from
Kerrville to Chattanooga, Tennessee. (Exact date of article unknown)
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From Postcard: SORGHUM MILLS like the one shown once were a common sight in
Kerr County. The mill was located on Fall Branch, and was a community project. (Photo
courtesy of Mrs. F. W. Meeker, Bryden Collection)
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Starr Bryden shown here with his father Elisha Poter Bryden, who brought the young
Star to Texas in 1913 hoping to find a healthier climate for his son who had tuberculosis.
Starr was taken in by Geraldine Goss’ grandmother, Ella Leona Denton Williams, who
nursed him back to health. He later became well known for his photography of Hill
Country scenes and remained close to the family until his death in 1959.
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Starr Bryden shown here with his camera, ca 1950.
-(Photo courtesy Geraldine Goss Meeker)
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Starr Bryden shown here performing an umbrella trick. Starr lived with Jerrie Goss
Meeker’s grandmother as a young man and Jerrie says she remembers that throughout
the years, Starr would entertain children with a large repertoire of tricks such as this
one.
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TIE PASSING PARADE

56 fferrville Centennial 1956
By Starr Sryden
A Pnoto History of the past fifty eight years.

Forty three vears of these nictures are from my own personal
nezation and seventeen years of original negative by the late J. E.
Grinstead and Dale Huntington, and a few copies from a friend of
mine., The pick of these photos will be on display at Petersons!
Goodyear Store qb”Lt the 10th of April, and I do hope vou will drop
by to see them. You will see among this collection some very large
framed plctures of The Guadsiupe River as it looksd in the late
Tsenties. The prize picture ol =all is the one of the late Dr.
Paimer, this picture alone is werth soing by too see. How here is
a list of the pictures vou will see on display: The first Fhoto

tudio in Kerrville Back in 1203, now the site of The Peterson's Bus
Station. The St. Charles Hotel 1897. Water Street scenes of the
late Nineties, Other pictures such as the First Presbyterian Church,
The 01d Tivy High#f Episcopal Church, the 0ld ¥i1l Dam, Ruffs Cafe
and the 014 Blacksmith Shop now the site of the Rlue Bonnet Hotel
Pampells Lunch room about 1896, now the site of Lehmann 5 and 10¢
store, and O1¢ Camp Verde, Now these prints are & X 10 inches in
sige and printed on Double Weight paper, and unmounted, at $1.00
cach,

T hope you will like these pictures, and I'm sure you will,
By the way Bob Bennett asked me how lonz I had been in Kerrville,

Well folks I got in Kerr County back in 1913, just a jump and

a half ahead of Tather time with the Scythe, He made quite 2 Tew

passes at me but I jumped and the Scythe went under my feet, of course,

he had me down for the count of nine a few times, but I managed to

zet up before the bell Thani's to the Good Lord, even went into service
too, during the first world war. (The Big War) went in when the Cap
3 g g I

busted and came out before the gun fired, so to speak, You know this

Hill Country is a oreat place, especially for health, As I said btefore

T came here in 1913, well I took a sudden notion %tc zo baek home too
Chattannooga, Tennessee. All the money I had was a #10.00 bill and ¥y

Bike, and the distance to go was about fifteen hundred miles. The late

Dr. Jackson said "Starr it will kill you". Maybe so T replied, but I
want to zo home. I made the ride in Twenty One days and when I 7ot
home I had exactly twenty-five cents, and pzid for everv thing I ate on

B L b oo

Where T zot back to Kerrville, I saw Dr. Jackson and said,

“+

"Fell Doctor it didnIt kill me'.

H no but it should of.

Yes folks my hat is off %o the Hill Country, and especi ally
My friends, and the great Dut-coors and beautifull hills. Truly
the Cood Lord has heen mighty r zood to this community.

This document was written by Star Bryden in preparation for an exhibit of
his photographs to celebrate the Kerr County Centennial in 1956.




1918 — 26-year-old Starr Bryden shown here in his World War I uniform.
Starr applied for and was later granted an exemption from service because
of his prior tuberculosis.
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Reference, :
Rayaond Starr Br;den. e O S
Ol.u.m, 'h,'—ﬁ?ﬁ ..e ; i st 3. »}1‘ A : .
I came to Teras, in Jan, 1912, euffering with what was bermed by the doctora as
Galloping Oonsumption. I spent a year and & half in San. Antonio, Texas, and then
came to Kerrville, Texas. Incidently the Boctors to:rd me that Af I was lucky I would
last three or four years, I fought to hold my own and get well, which any of the
citizens of Kerr County and Bandera, co. Itll tcatify, that knnw maﬂand-mont all
of cthe old timers know me. é
hen the World Rar come up and the Draft las put intu gparationit caughh all of
-ua up that were of tie reglatering age. . :
m-m“-—-
Fhen I reﬂistorad in tne Draft, I asked £ Exanption, On the aecount of T.B.
{a2) The question plainly atated that if aor any reaaqn you should bs exempt to
piease atate tL.e reacon. :
(b) At tihe botlom of the curd 4t- ¢lao asaiqd that
would renuit in a heavy penaity. ¥ ; S
(8) I gave hhe Gov. th@ oonefil ol bhe douzt' ab’ ths t&rt.” i

: ‘--------."

- I was called for aervlce Juny 25th, 1915, > N g ;

(a) Instead of beln; discharged on the 13th gfﬂJuly, I was not. released from aervico
‘uptil , or on about the 26th, of July.,(tha following p:ati proof) : I
(b) I twok the first swot for Typhold on or abcut thﬁ 25bh or June and then bt
ever seven or eisnt days untii complctud.'?-~ L ;
(o) When I chocked in part of 'ay eguipmnnt the ¥ar ecqrd I&ll ahow that 1 dld e
whis on or about the z‘th or 20th, of July. : o ; Rt g

1& aaa fa‘eely sworu too 1&

I£ I am not mistaken 1n the 1w, iu La'naﬁ‘the ;
of eaid Ser?ice. L iy cog ﬁ* R e';.'-- LN, _- St s R
IE the heavy 1lifting that wis’ raiuired,ln tﬁiu 8chool of Auto Mechanice, such as
1ifting on those truck wheels which. will weigh in ehe vicinihy of !hrea Rundred
Pounda, and dhite often i had, to 48 the firbing by myself, will not Aggravate any
case of 6o called Arreated T.B. nothing o186 will. The strain will weuken the

Lung Tissues, and tien it i8 just a g &tien,of a.fou ddys or & few wegks until.
‘those Tisoues will give awgy alhggeth ag.no 'examined ghen 1 was finally
“turnsgd luoae. U o E : B

iix 1. .;. :

1gbb of aorvice, But the eaulta

N

Ie’ I had uiIIulIy taifed to hate reporgﬁ . for duty, a:th of Juns aa *a;-.. v d
‘erdered, I would of been termed as a ‘DESERTER, and tgat reward of $5u.00 wouid
of been offored for my capture, and desertion in the Aime ‘of WAR is s CQURT
dartil OFPENSE, punishable by DEATH, qf £ term in Levenworth, of some other pen

and a DISHONORADLE Discharge from tae Army 4 and I had not of served a second,.
" The Govarmeut diﬁ not give us any'liﬂES’ HKIB to ﬁhink lt over 1t vas tbirty days

or less,

In ragnrds to thia above nt&taa&ntzlscan hack 1t up wztn pranf; for I
ruow of such a caae._-fsﬁ._:._ oA ,4$¢_j ¥ : 5 =
m'r : o |

i ﬂ-.l

AR R g
A __ Tnﬂ above atatomnnts are true, and to wuieh i will ewear
on oathe . ... e 3ﬁ¢.-:*q'* ‘e S : :

A
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This newspaper clipping uses a photograph made by photographer Starr Bryden. Bryden lived with the Meeker
family as a young man and was well known for his photography of Kerrville and Kerr County scenes.
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