
 

 
Verda Afton Morrison Heimann, wife of Louis, Jr., was born May 17, 1917, in a farmhouse 
in Callahan County, Texas. Her parents were John Quincy Morrison and Sarah Bell Burks. She 
worked her way through nursing school and became a registered nurse. She served in the Army 
Nurse Corp and was sent to the 55th General Hospital in England where the wounded from the 
Normandy Invasion forces were cared for. In her autobiography from a book of poetry she wrote 
and published, she says: 
 
“On D-Day, plus four, we received our first patients. We received 1,000 men by train. Within 
about an hour, we had them all admitted, records started, vital signs taken and everybody had a 
glass of hot chocolate and clean pajamas.” 
 
She and Louis were married in 1950 and raised three children in Kerrville: Sharon, Cathy and 
Louis, III.  During that time, she also worked 20 years as a nurse at the VA Hospital from which 
she retired but only for a week. She then began another career at Kerrville State Hospital 
where she retired in 1986. Verda passed away in 1999. 
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John Heimann, Sr., born in 1862, is the grandfather of Louis Heimann, Jr. He was born in Gillespie 
County where he met and married Lena Kammlah. The couple lived in Mason for a few years but 
Kerrville was growing and opportunity beckoned. John went to work for the Southern Pacific 
Railroad as section foreman from Kerrville to San Antonio and brought property on Barnett Street 
where he and Lena raised five children. 

 
Lena Kammlah, wife of John Heimann, Sr., is the grandmother of Louis Heimann, Jr. She was also 
from Gillespie County where she met John as a young girl of 16. She worked as a governess for 
about ten years before being allowed to marry her childhood sweetheart, John. A few years later, 
they moved to Kerrville where Lena had five children: John, Jr.; Louis (father of Louis, Jr.; and 
daughters Meta, Mollie and Hattie. 

John Heimann, Sr. Lena Kammlah Heimann 
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Buildings in Downtown Kerrville – 1920s 
(Photo from Grinstead’s Magazine June 1920) 

 
Louis Heimann remembers some of these buildings in early Kerrville. 
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Chaney’s Confectionery – Downtown Kerrville 
(Photo from Grinstead’s Magazine, June 1920) 
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Interior of the Rock Drug Store owned by L. W. McCoy. 
(Photo from Grinstead’s Magazine, June 1920) 

 
Louis Heimann remembers visiting the Rock Drug Store as a boy. 
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Kerrville Bus Company drivers Bill Jonas (left) and Gay Munn are ready for duty as they pose here in 
front of the Peterson’s Auto Company which housed the Bus Company offices. It was located on the 
corner of Water and Sidney Baker streets, where the present-day Peterson Hospital parking structure 
sits. (Photo ca. late ‘40s)  
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 Three-year-old Louis Heimann tries out his dad’s Model T. Louis, a 

lifelong resident of Kerrville says he “always loved cars” and later 
became a bus driver for the Kerrville Bus Company.  
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July 1982 – Stepping down for the last time, Louis Heimann, completes his final run as a bus 
driver for the Kerrville Bus Company. In his long career on the road, Louis says he never lost his 
enthusiasm for his job. 
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Helping Granddad celebrate his retirement from the Kerrville Bus Company are Louis 
Heimann’s two granddaughters, Melissa, being held by her mom, Cathy, one f Louis’ daughters, 
and Amy. 

 --July 1982 
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July 1982 – Louis Heimann poses with his wife, Verda, in front of the bus on which he completed 
his last run for the Kerrville Bus Company, thus bringing to a close his more than 40-year career 
as a bus driver. 
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   The following poems are from a book 
   of poetry published by Verda Heimann, 
   wife of Louis Heimann. 
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