
 
 

Boneyard Watering Hole on the Divide on the Klein Ranch 
 
 
 

C:\My Documents\Pictures – Word Format 
File: Klein, Warren – Boneyard Watering Hole 



This cabin is typical of the kind lived in by Kerrville’s early ranchers. This one sits on the Warren Klein Ranch out 
on the Divide and was restored by his niece. 
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Warren Klein captured this picture of the wagon scene that was the first place 
Winner in the Kerr County Centennial Parade in 1956. 
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The Divide School - 1999 
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Class picture at the Divide School in the ‘50s 
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DIVIDE SCHOOL HISTORY 
 

 Perched atop the watershed from which The Divide Community derives its name 

sits The Divide School built from native rock in 1936. The school’s history  

goes back to the 1880s. 

 As soon as water-well drilling equipment could dig 200-300 feet through solid 

rock, settlers moved to this upland ranch land where “that Divide grass fattened cattle 

like corn would,” according to an old German butcher in Kerrville. At first ranchers 

provided a school for heir children in the home of the teacher, her salary being paid by 

the only two pioneer families with school-age children at the time. In 1893 a small 

wooden building was built not far from the present-day location of Garven’s Store at the 

west end of the school’s territory. That was later moved to the east end of the 

community not far from Boneyard – the headwaters of the Guadalupe River. Finally, in 

1908, the Divide Common School District was formed. It comprised then, as the 

independent school district does not, of many thousand of acres of ranch land with no 

commercial property of population centers. A wooden building was built on the dirt road 

going from Kerrville to Rocksprings, within sight of the Dee Hughes Ranch 

headquarters. The amount of money available determined the length of the school 

term. The longest term lasted six months; the shortest period was six weeks in 1907. 

Such sporadic employment made it impossible to keep the same teacher all the time: 

each year a different teacher boarded with an area family for the school term and rode 

a horse and buggy to school. 

 In 1936, State Highway 41 was built, forever freeing travelers between Kerrville 

and points west from having to cross the Guadalupe River seventeen times. The F.B. 
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Klein family furnished the land at a centrally accessible location for The Divide School. 

Donations built the structure, which is still in use, located on the Warren Klein Ranch 

within sight of his home. In all of its long history, the Divide school district has paid for 

buildings and expenses without ever going into debt; donations of time and money 

have supplemented tax income whenever the need has arisen. 

 As times changed, so did the school’s operations and utilities. Originally, a wood 

stove heated the school and water was hauled there from a nearby windmill. Restrooms 

were small wooden buildings located at some distance from the main building. The 

students brought from home lunch in syrup buckets and flour sacks tied behind their 

saddles. Every first and third Sunday, a minister came out from Kerrville to hold church 

there – one time a Methodist, the next time a Presbyterian. A large group attended 

every time without regard to denomination. 

 With the coming of electricity to the Divide in 1949, the Divide School was lit for 

the first time by more than sunlight through its seven large windows. Running water 

and indoor bathrooms soon followed. Improved transportation allowed the delivery of 

butane and the trustees and parents no longer had to chop wood for the school as they 

had faithfully done for sixty years. 

 In 1987, the community decided to take on the added responsibility and expense 

of making the Divide district an independent district, thus guaranteeing the maximum 

community control possible over the Divide School’s destiny and ultimate survival. 

 

(The above information was copied from an undated document supplied by Mr. Warren 

Klein in 2000.)  
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INDIAN DEPREDATIONS 
 

The following was copied from a typewritten article entitled “Indian Depredations” supplied            
by Warren Klein. It also appears in a book by Bob Bennett in a chapter by the same name in 
his book entitled, Kerr County, Texas 1856-1956,  pp. 193-194. 

 
 
Doc Steel told many amusing yarns of pioneer days in Kerr County, among 
which was the story of “Old Man” Klein frightening the Indians and causing 
them to trample and destroy his crop of corn. 
 The Steel version, told about fifty years ago, was substantially as 
follows: 
 
 “About the close of the Civil War, the Comanche Indians made 
frequent raids in this section. Along about that time, Fred Klein, a worthy 
German pioneer who had been a bugler in the army at Camp Verde, settled 
on Verde Creek, only a short distance from the old fort. 
 “Klein built a cabin of pickets, covered with boards, put up a martin 
box and began to keep house. He broke a small field near the house and 
planted it in corn. One day about the first of June, when the corn was in ‘silk 
and tassel’ the farmer was sitting in his cabin, smoking his pipe in peace, 
when his children, who had been playing near the house, ran in and told him 
a band of Indians was coming. The family entered the cabin and barricaded 
the door. 
 “Klein had no weapon except an old rusty rifle, and he knew he could 
never stand a hundred savages off with that. About the time the painted 
Comanches drew up between the cabin and the cornfield it occurred to the 
frontiersman that Indians had a holy dread of the cavalry. He pulled down 
the old army bugle that he still had hanging on the wall, and, filling his lungs 
with good, pure Hill Country air, he blew with the might of desperation the 
rousing notes of ‘Boots and Saddles’ of the U.S. Army 
 “The effect was magical. The Indians instantly imagined they heard a 
troop of regulars coming to put them to saber and sought safety in flight. 
They knew that they were between the little cornfield and the fort, and in 
their fright took the nearest course away from trouble. The pole fence around 
the field was scattered like chaff. The now thoroughly scared Indians, in 
their haste, broke down the tender, crisp stalks of corn and totally wrecked 
the growing corn crop. That probably was the first destruction of a corn crop 
that ever occurred in the country. 
 “When the neighbors asked Klein what the Indians did when he blew 
his bugle, he smilingly replied: “Vat did they do? Be sure, than ran’.” 
 

(Warren noted that story is about his grandfather, Fred Klein) 
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Above: A huge live oak marks the entrance to the Warren Klein Ranch 
. 
  
  

Below: The Warren Klein home on the Klein Ranch – 1999. 
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        1999 – Warren Klein and Marj Nicholson discuss the “good ole days” on the Divide. 

C:\My Documents\Pictures – Word Format 
File: Klein, Warren – Klein With Marj Nicholson 



         Faith & Values Editor – Kerrville Daily Times – March 1999 
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-Kerrville Daily Times – March 1999 
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              -Kerrville Daily Times: March 1999 
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                       are always free with their infor- 
      mation.                                          
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Boneyard Waterhole massacre site (cont’d) Page 2 of 2 

C
:\M

y 
D

oc
um

en
ts\

Pi
ct

ur
es

 –
 W

or
d 

Fo
rm

at
 

Fi
le

: K
le

in
, W

ar
re

n 
– 

N
w

sp
r A

rti
cl

e 
– 

M
as

sa
cr

e,
 P

g.
 2

 



 
C:\My Documents\Pictures – Word Format 
File: Klein, Warren – Nwspr. Article Miss Mohair 



 
C:\My Documents\Pictures – Word Format 
File: Klein, Warren – It Happened Here 



San Antonio Express News – Nov. 22, 1998 
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Klein Honored 
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This young hunter, one of many who hunt on his ranch each year, shows 
Warren Klein the trophy buck she shot on the Klein Ranch. 

 
Jack Klein, son of Warren Klein, gets some help rounding up 
sheep on his father’s ranch on the Divide. (Photo Ca. 1950) 
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This windmill, built in 1892, sits over one of three wells on the 
Warren Klein Ranch on The Divide 
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September 2000 - Warren Klein (l) with grandson, Neal, and Lindsey Klein, daughter of 
Neal and great-granddaughter of Warren. 
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