More prizes

add up to
lots of fun

Now, The Games of Texas are even
more fun and exciting!

That’s because the 76th Legislature has
removed the 52 percent prize payout cap
on all Lottery games, which means that
payouts will return to the levels prior to
legislative action two years ago.

The bill restoring the prize payout,
House Bill 844, was passed by the House
and Senate during the final weekend of
the session. It took effect immediately
upon the Governor’s signing of the bill. In
essence, the bill reverses the actions of the
75th Legislature, which in 1997 set a 52
percent limit on the overall payout of all
Lottery games. HB 844 amends Section
466.015(c), Government Code, to elimi-
natc the limit on the total amount of lot-
tery prizes that may be awarded in a fiscal
year.

In the past two years, Lottery sales
have decreased significantly. While on-
line games like Cash 5 and Pick 3 have
maintained a steady player base, scratch-
off games have experienced a dramatic
decline in sales. Linda Cloud, the Texas
Lottery’s Executive Director, indicated the
higher prize payout returned starting with
the introduction of the scratch-off games
Bingo and Double Doubler, released in June.

Monday, May 31, 1999, marked the
last day of the 76th Regular Legislative

Number of Scratch-Off Tickets Cashed in Ma

These are just some of the scratch-off games
that feature the higher prize payout.

Session. The Texas Lottery Commission’s
Intergovernmental Affairs Department
(IGA) includes Nelda Trevifio, Melissa
Villasefior-Dye, and Colin Haza.

Of the 265 bills the IGA team was
tracking, 51 passed both the House and

Senate and were sent to the Governor for
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1999:

16.2 MILLION WINNERS!

(16,220,975)
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» Winning Stories from around the State

Lots of folks take home some very nice prizes. Here are a few of their stories.

Connie Osmic, Victoria

Millions of Texans love to play the Texas
Lottery’s on-line games, and they also enjoy
the convenience of the ‘Quick Pick’ option
available for each game. Victorias Connie
Osmic played Cash 5 on May 14 and, with just
a single ‘Quick Pick’ purchase, won $1,025 by
matching 4 of 5 numbers drawn that night. “I
was watching the news at 10 p.m. (when I
found out I won) and I had to call my mother
to check the accuracy of the numbers,” she says
with a laugh. Congratulations, Connie!

William Jones, Hearne

Hearne’s William Jones knows just how to
convince his fellow Texans that people really
do win the Texas Lottery. He says his example
would be “by showing them what I won.”
Although his favorite Lottery game is Cash 5,
William recently won $660 by playing Pick 3.
This was William’s first time to win, and he
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his signature. The following bills, that directly
impact the Texas Lottery Commission, were
enacted:

HB 844 — Relating to the amount of state
lottery prizes that may be awarded in a fis-
cal year.

¢ Effective  immediately upon the
Governor’s signature on June 19, 1999, this
bill removed the cap on our prize payout.

¢ Through FY2000, each additional 1%
increase in the overall prize payout above 57%
will result in a $1 million reduction in our
advertising budget.

¢ Beginning with FY2001, the $1 million
reduction in the ad budget for each 1%
increase in payout will apply to prize payouts
above 52%.

HB 550 — Relating to the eligibility of
certain persons to enter into a lottery con-
tract or to purchase a lottery ticket or
receive a lottery prize.

¢ Expands the ability of the Executive

says he'll keep right on playing The Games of
Texas!

Sandra Fryar, Big Spring

Being a Texas Lottery retailer, Big Spring’s
Sandra Fryer sees first-hand just how people
play and win with the Texas Lottery. She’s also
a regular Lottery player, and on May 8 she
decided to buy a Lotto Texas ticket for that
night's drawing. She says she went to her store
the next morning to see if her ticket was a win-
ner. “I didn’t even look at the ticket,” she
laughs. “I just scanned it, and (the on-line ter-
minal) didn’t beep and say ‘Sorry’!” She says
that she was so excited that she immediately
called her home to tell her family that her tick-
et had matched 5 of 6 numbers and was worth
$1,377! Sandra has won with Lotto Texas
before, matching 5 of 6 numbers for a $1,700
prize! She enjoys playing the Lottery’s on-line
games, and plans on taking her family out to
dinner to celebrate her good fortune!

Director to enter into promotional contracts.

¢ Allows an employee of a vendor, other
than a primary vendor, to purchase a lottery
ticket or claim a prize.

HB 703 — Relating to the purchase and
sale of lottery tickets.

¢ Amends the law to authorize specific
ways to buy lottery tickets. These would
include (1) cash; (2) checks; (3) debit cards; (4)
vouchers or coupons issued by the Texas
Lottery Commission; and, (5) mail order sub-
scriptions authorized by the Commission.

¢ The addition of debit cards and subscrip-
tions will provide greater convenience to lot-
tery players. These will not take effect until
additional rules are passed by the Texas Lottery
Commission.

¢ Any other means not listed, such as cred-
it cards and food stamps, are prohibited.

Unless otherwise noted, all bills become
effective on September 1, 1999.

Tracy Adams, Floydada

Tracy Adams likes to play The Games of
Texas, and she knows that people win when
they play the Texas Lottery. “I see a lot of win-
ners (when I'm) working (as a clerk) at my
uncle’s convenience store,” she says. Although
she says she’s not a steady player, she acca-
sionally plays the scratch-off game 3 Across.
However, the Floydada resident decided to
play Cash 5 on April 12 and, to her delight,
matched 4 of 5 numbers for that night’s draw-
ing to win $623! She encourages everyone to
have fun playing the Texas Lottery!

Game #124

Slam Dunk
$4,000 — 6
$100 — 474
$50 — 2,309

Game #154

Hearts Are Wild
$1,000 -3

$100 — 146

$30 — 1,968

$20 — 6,476

Doug Gary, Huntsville

Some folks say there’s nothing good on
television, but Huntsville’s Doug Gary would
disagree. Doug was sitting at home recently,
watching the local 10 p.m. newscast, when he
saw the Lotto Texas results for that nights
drawing. He says he was in disbelief when he
realized that the ticket he purchased matched
5 of 6 numbers and was worth $2,038! Doug
says he’ll buy himself a new computer and put
the rest of his winnings in the bank!

Game #150
Cactus Cash

$1,000 — 42
$500 — 782
$100 — 3,926

Game #151

Piiiata Payout
$1,000 -7

$200 — 29

$100 — 230 @
$40 — 1,599

(as of June 26, 1999)

Partial list only: For a full listing of all Texas Lottery “Winning Tickets Remaining” see your retailer,

or visit our web site at www.ixlotfery.org
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IN MAY 1999

Instant Games $67,346,786
Pick 3 $6,549,670
Cash 5 $6,938,922
Texas Million w $2,149,620
Lotto Texas $27,161,193

Total: $110,146,191

Game #170
Scratch Happy
Top Prize: $1,000!
Start Date: 8/4/99

Game #171 UCKY : , Game #172

Lucky Duck | & . ‘ Ten Gallon Tripler
i Top Prize: $9,000!

Top Prize: $500! p

Start Date: 8/18/99 Start Date: 8/18/99

Most Frequently Drawn Numbers

#11 drawn 8 times
#47  drawn 5 times
#5  drawn 5 times
#29  drawn 5 times
#3  drawn 4 times
#23  drawn 4 times
#26  drawn 4 times
#32  drawn 4 times
#33  drawn 4 times

This information is provided in response to requests from players.

Statistics represent all drawings from 4/1/99 through 6/12/99.




