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WEAT awards
Plant of the Year"

to BayportT he Baycrt Central Wastewater Treatment Facility has been awarced one of

the :op awards :,iered annually by the Water Environrment Assocation of

Texas (WEAT): the Ir_dustrial Waste-waterTrea:rent Flant of the Year.

Plant of the Year is presented to an industrial wastewater treatment plan: in Texas

that has consistently exhibited ou-sanding performance of caily activities beyond

the normal call of duiy according to WEAT.

The WEAT Awards Committee noted efforts trace by the staff at Bayport in

get-ing the facility bank in service within "only feur days following Hurricane Ike,

wh~cn was a significant accomplishment." Bayoer: has also achieved perfect compli-

ancewith its discharge perm-t for the last two year, "reftec:ing the experience and
continue! on page 4



creating a new organization with the idea of pro-
viding regional solutions for waste management.

specially drew attention to two men whc are
nger with us: the first Board Chairman Gen.

l Hatch, and the first General Manager, Jack
s. "Without the leadership of these people, we

d not be here tonight," Schultz commented.

lso drew attention to the dates when tne oper-

facilities of GCWDA were first brough: on-
and to the Platinum Awards for excellence in

water treatment which have been earned by

of those facilities.
rmer Board Chairman Dr. Frank Fisher was

nvited to make remarks. He made a spe-

oint of explaining that regional treatment,

concept of bringing two or mere wastewater

ms together :o be treated jointly, was not uni-
lly accepted back in the late 60's and early
"But Gulf Coast Authority has proved that

gional treatment works and works well," he said.

This year Gulf Coast Waste DisposalHe e

Authority is celebrating its 40th no lo
Anniversary. The Texas Legislature cre- Roya

ated the unique organization in 1969, modeling Davi

it somewhat after the Ruhr Valley Authority in woul
Germany and organizing it under a statute similar He a

to that of a Texas river authority. ating

In recognition of this milestone. a reception line
was held to honor those who helped build the waste
organization from a concept to a reality. General two

Manager Charles (Charlie) Ganze welcomed the Fo

122 guests to :he event and introduced both cur- also i

rent and former members of the GCWDA Board cial p

in attendance and several ether guests. He then the c

introduced long-time Chairman of the Board Mark strea

Schultz. versa

Schultz paid special notice to the original Board 70's.

and the vision that that group demonstrated in re



Former Board Members present for the

reception were:

• The Hon. John Wildenthal, retired
Houston Municipal Court Judge and a char-

ter member of that former Board of Directors
• Dr. Frank Fisher, professor emeritus at Rice

University.

• The Hon. Wayne Smith, formerly the head
of his own engineering company and cur-

rently a State Representative for District 128

• Roy Byerly, formerly Engineering Specialist
for Monsanto

• Richard Ferguson, attorneyfrom Winnie,

Texas

• Shirley Seale, currently a member of the
Board at the Trinity River Authority and

owner/operator of an office of Edward Jones
Investments

• Sam Dell'Olio, President/Marketing

Director at Texas First Bank, active in the

Catholic Church, earned a degree in theology

and is now a Deacon in the church.

Current Board Members present were:

• J.M. Mark Schultz, Chairman
• Rita Standridge, Vice Chair
• James "Ossie" Matthews, Secretary

• Franklin D.R. Jones

• Randy Jarrell
• Zoe Barinaga

• Dr. Irvin Osborne-Lee, Treasurer

• Lamont Meaux.

Also present were current and retired Gulf

Coast Authority managers and department

heads and valued consultants who have sup-

ported the Authority with their expertise,

some for almost the entire history of GCA.

Several guests represented industries and

communities which work in partnership with

GCWDA.
"It was a real pleasure to have this gather-

ing of people who are professional colleagues,

and sometimes also good friends, to celebrate

40 years of protecting the waters of Texas,"

Ganze concluded.

GCWDA is a special district of the State

of Texas and operates on revenues generated

through the services it provides. The district
collects no taxes.
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WEAT continued from page 1

dedication of the Bayport plant operations

team." Employees also achieved a year

clear of lost time accidents.

Recent improvements at the facility

include air emission control for the four-

step aeration basin. This has resulted in

a 70 percent reduction of emission of

volatile organics. WEAT also noted GCA's

long-time involvement with the annual

Rivers, Lakes, Bays 'N Bayous Trash Bash,

one of the state's largest volunteer efforts

to preserve and protect water quality from

Bastrop to Houston to Galveston.

Bayport serves the wastewater treat-

ment needs of 63 largely petrochemi-

cal industries in the Bayport Industrial

District, as well as two nearby municipali-

ties. The facility has a treatment capacity

of 25 million gallons of water per day uti-

lizing an activated sludge process.

Jack Wahlstrom is Facility Manager at

Bayport.
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Board of Directors 910 BayArea Blvd.
Houston, TX 77058

Harris County
Dr. Irvin Osbo-ne-Lse, Treasurer - M
Franklin DR. Jones, Jr., MEmber - C
Zoe Barinaga, Member - G

Galveston County
James A. Matthews, Jr., Sec-etary - C
Ron Crowder, Vember - M
Randy Jarrell, Member - G

Chambers County
J.M. "Mark" Sciultz, Chairman - C
Rita E. Standr dge, Vice Chair - M
Lamont VleaLx, Member - 3
C - Comrty Ccmmissioners Court Appointee
M - Mayors CoLnc7 Appoihtce
G - Governor's Appointee

Administration

Charlie W. Ganza
General Manacer

Ricky Clifton
Assistant General Manager

Lori Roussel Gernhardt
Manager of Operaticns

James L. Cocksey
Financial Servi:es Mlanager

George Vlollere
Manager of General Administration

Rhea F-ernandez/C-arles Goode
Editors
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