Jan. 2004

It’s nine feet tall, weighs about 15 tons

and floats. The new dredge now in

operation at 40 Acre Facilitv in Texas
City has been dubbed “Miss Liberty” by
dredge operator Burt Pena.

Miss Liberty’s job is removing

accumulated sludge from the bottom of

the treatment ponds at 40 Acre. A
cutter head breaks the material loose
from the bottom and a pumrp sends it
through a hose and a pipeline to a
landfarm adjacent to GCA’s Campbell

Bayou Facility. Sludge is made up of the
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non-organic material (sand, etc.) that Dredge operator Burt Pena returns to the dredge to start ‘Miss Liberty’ on another

enters the plant with the wastewater pass across the pond.

and from the billions of spent remove the build-up of sludge in the the dredge is operating manually with
microorganisms that live and die in the  various treatment ponds. This returns an operator on-board.
operation of the treatment process. the ponds to their full depth and continued on page 3
Periodically, it is necessary to improves treatment capacity. Currently,
| GCA Team Gathers to Celebrate Edens Go—lee

'“F orum — ; [~ Friday afternoon, November 7th, was

—— cause for celebration! After months of
preparation, a new accounting syster:
went live. GCA’s accouncing staff
initially discovered the Ecen System at
an annual meeting of the Goveramert
Finance Officers Association.

After several months of searching,
debating and deliberating in focus
groups over several different systems,
GCA selected Eden. Since that time,
the GCA staff has been training on the
software and customizing it to GCA's

Front row (I-r): Jeff Mittelman (Eden), Mike Nirider, Jim Cooksey.
Back row (I-r): Gardenia Broussard, Jeff Miller, Peggy Vaclavik, Nelda :
Tuthill, Debbie Churchill, Jason Smith (Eden), Linda Anderson continued o page 3

needs.



Visitors from Shanghai Tour Bayport Facility

A contingent of representatives from for the visit. Chen explained that Monroe Parker, gave a short presentation
Shanghai, China, visited Bayport Facility ~ Shanghai has an industrial district very about Bayport’s history and operations,
on October 31. The group was headed by ~ much like the Bayport Industrial District.  after which the visitors were given a tour

Li Yuyi, Governor of the Jinshan District ~ Chen and Dr. Chi-Chung Chang of around the facility. The group was treated
People’s Government. Ed Chen, Deputy ~ URS Corp. acted as interpreters. to lunch, during which they presented
Director, Department of Solid Waste Bayport Facility Manager, Jim Bayport with a painting from Shanghai.

Management, City of Houston, arranged ~ Kowalik, and Compliance Coordinator,

Shanghai tour

group gets a
bird’s eye view
of the Bayport
Facility
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(GCA Team Gathers to Celebrate Eden’s ‘Go-Live
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GCA set an aggressive schedule, “We've enjoyed working with staff here at GCA is eagerly
but with the help of Eden’s Eden’s training and implementation anticipating the ‘go-live’ on Payroll and
implementation and training personnel,  people. Everyone is pleased with the Human Resources in January.
the staff has managed to stay on that new product,” said Jim Cooksey, GCA’s

schedule. Manager of Financial Services. “The



Pederson, Overgaard Announce

Completion of “YardWise” Manual

Gordon Pederson, Municipal Facilities
Manager, has announced the completion
of a project to provide instruction manu-
als for the Texas “Yardwise” program
which is coordinated by the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality
(TCEQ). The work was done with Karen
Opvergaard of Overgaard & Associates.
Ms. Overgaard is a long-time master
gardener.

The manuals are designed to train
interested individuals about environmen-
tally friendly gardening techniques such
as composting, recycling, waste reduction
and pollution control. These individuals
can then pass along this knowledge in
their own neighborhoods.

Pederson explained that Gulf Coast
Authority applied in 2002 for a grant
from TCEQ to update the manuals the
agency had been using in the program.

“The manuals they had were outdat-
ed and were not written specifically for
any particular region of the state,”
Pederson said. “The written material

made no distinction between conditions
in Lubbock and Brownsville.”

Pederson coordinated the grant con-
tract and provided the required reporting

on progress and financial records.
Overgaard was subcontractor and worked
on updating and regionalizing the train-
ing tools.

Karen Qvergaard, center, displays educational material developed with GCA for
the Texas “Yardwise” program. With her from left are Lori Gernbardt, Manager-
Operations; Gordon Pederson, Municipal Facilities Manager, and Charles Ganze,

General Manager.

40 Acre Facility Cranks Up New Dredge

continued from page 1
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Sludge that the dredge pumps [from the

pond. is sent through a pipe to a land-
Jfarm at Campbell Bayou.

Work will be completed soon to allow
the dredge to be started up and then
placed on automatic to work its way
slowly back and forth across the
16-acre pond.

Bill Haygood, Maintenance
Foreman, explained that it will take
ebout two years to remove the sludge
from one pond. “At that point, we pull
the machine out and move it to the

next treatment pond,” he said. “Just

because we move the sludge to the
landfarm doesn't mean we're through
with it,” Haygood added. He said farm
equipment is used to till the sludge into
the soil within the landfarm.
Microorganisms in the sludge and in
the soil continue to break the material
down over time until it's pretty much
just dirt, he said. Any water generated
at the landfarm is pumped back to 40
Acre for treatment.
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