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THE 2007 TUNDRA TEXAS EDITION. AS RUGGED AS THE REPUBLIC
IT'S NAMED FOR, THIS TRUCK WALKS THE WALK WITH EASE. BUILT , . |
IN SAN ANTONIO, THE TEXAS EDITION COMES WITH A FULL CHROME 'TEXAS PARKS AND -
PACKAGE, RUNNING BOARDS AND BIGGER WHEELS. FURTHER PROOF . # WILDLIFE FOUNDATION ;
THAT THINGS AREN'T JUST BIGGER IN TEXAS, THEY'RE BETTER TOO. _ : e oy i

 TO EXPLORE THIS Tavara
BEAUTIFUL DESTINATION. (o) I U N D R A
VISIT GARNER STATE PARK b vt
THE TRUCK THAT'S CHANGING IT ALL.
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:E.“The tree-climbing, barb- dodglng adventnre
= research assrstant
5 - Herding Cats

. By Larry D. Hodge

A lLake Buchanan catfishing trip takes an unexpe ted./

- 5 Camp Out, Close [
. - By Bernadette Noll

- : o
At McKinney Falls, you can experience a lush hi
10 miles from the state capitol.

‘COVER STORY

]1g Game ]etter Habltat

By John Jefferson

More than a contest, the Texas Big Game Awards progrﬁm
encouragas respunsable Iand managemem '
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Visit our ¢rline arzhive at <ww,bwma| = COT=ree
For the latest information on Texas’ parks and wildlife,
visit the department’s Web s te: c<wwwn.tpwd.state.tx.us>
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JNTERS FOR THE HUNGRY By Steve Lrghr;‘ﬁwt =
aad of letting venison sit in the freezer, donate the meat to someone who really needs it.

EW CONSERVATION CENTER By Larry D. Hodge
“education gets a blg boost with a 14,000-square-foot facmty in Athens

foods, beverages and even makeup

T' CAT(]LAW’S MANY I_.IVES

doers..

17 FLORA FAC
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JUHN JEFFERSUN has hunted, fished, camped and
photographed in every region of Texas. He served as a state
prosecutcr, TPWD hunting regulations coordinator and
information director before becoming executive director of
the Texas Clapter of the Wildlife Society. John is author of
Hunter: Gaide fo Texas and co-author of Texas Wildlife, and has been

a freelance contributor to many

regional hunting and fishing
magazines. He currently edits the
Texas Parks & Wildlife Outdoor Annual.
He has served on the TPWD
Hunting Advisory Committee
and is past-president of the Texas
Outdoor Writers' Association.
When the Big Game Awards orig-
inated 16 years ago, John was
asked to photograph the event,
and he has been involved in the
program ever since.

C"‘h dre,s Hl,gh School ,‘ - . Pl

SHERYL SMITH-RODGERS, 1 ..o

Scout feztures “Flora Fact,” “Wild Thing” and “Park
Pick,” especially enjoyed learning about cochineal for this
month's issuz. She says she was amazed that the tiny insect

has suck an mterestmg history and heritage, which is
i : recounted in A Perfect Red. “1 was
so intrigued that I bought my
own copy,” says Sheryl, who
lives in Blanco with her family.
In her spare time, she and her
husband, James Hearn, tend
their yard, which was recéntly
certified as a Texas Wildscape.
Among their blue mist flowers,
Sheryl battled a fuzzy pest that's
a cousin to cochineal. “Mealy-
bugs.” she advises, “don’t turn

red when you squish 'em.”

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE * 5



PLGES,

FOREWORD

In case you haven't noticed, for the past couple of months we've been
introducing some new elements in the Scout section. First, we started a series
celebrating the magazine’s 65th anniversary. We've struggled with how to mark
this milestone. While it's certainly significant, the 65th just doesn’t bring the
same kind of giddy excitement as the 50th or 75th. Our society’s celebratory
impulses seem to have an uncanny connection to 25-year increments.

PANS AND PROBES FROM OUR READERS

ik

KUDOS TO RETIRING BOB COOK
ongratulations and kudos to Bob
Cook for a job well done! As the

executive director of TPWD, he faced

some daunting tasks with severely cur-
tailed budgets and resources. His heart
has first and foremost

As a result, we decided to mark the 65th in a low-key way, with
excerpts from the magazine’s early years, when it was called Texas
Game and Fish. It’s interesting to see how many of the issues they were
grappling with 50 or 60 years ago are still relevant today. This
month, we look back at the threatened status of the white-winged
dove in the 194.0s.

We've also added Flora Fact and Wild Thing in the Scout section.
This is partially in response to last year’s reader’s survey, which
indicated that people wanted to learn more about native plants and
wildlife. It’s also due to the fact that I can't get enough of this type
of article. I first learned of the cochineal bugs that live on prickly
pear cactus a few months ago during a guided hike at Bright Leaf

been in helping all the
people of Texas to better
enjoy the wonderful natu-
ral bounty of this great
state. His positions were
not always popular with all
the elected officials in
Austin, but he was ready to
stand up for what he felt
was right, and for that I
commend him.

I'm going to miss his At

Park in Austin. The guide squished one of the little bugs to reveal
the stuff used for red dye. Amazing.

I feel that one of the key roles of this magazine is to add meaning
to everyday outdoor experiences, to give you a reason to look at a
mockingbird or a prickly pear cactus in a new and different way. In
addition, we're trying to time the articles in such a way that they will
enhance your outdoor experiences this month. We'll feature plants
when they're blooming or producing fruit, animals when they're
migrating or courting mates or doing something else that might

[Bob Cooks] heart has first
and foremost been in helping
all the people of Texas te
better enjoy the wonderful
natural bounty of this great
state. ... I'm going to miss his
At Issue column.

Dale Willard
Katy

Issue column. There are
many nuggets of wisdom
sprinkled throughout his
writing. Those nuggets
always managed to get me
thinking about things. His
writings always reminded
me of how fortunate we
are to have access to all

make them more visible at a particular time.

Finally, we're adding a monthly Park Pick to the Scout section. Instead of
simply listing a park’s amenities, we'll focus on reasons to visit a given park this
month. [t might be a class, a seminar, a guided hike or something seasonal, such
as a bird influx or fall color.

We are acutely aware of the fact that you have many other sources available to
meet your outdoor information needs. With the explosion of the Web, cable TV
and — gasp — other outdoor magazines, we know we have to compete for your
attention. I hope you like the changes. As always, feel free to contact me direct-
ly (robert.macias@tpwd.state.tx.us) if you have any suggestions for ways to make

the magazine more entertaining, informative, inspiring or just plain useful.

Rl Maciay

RoOBERT MACIAS
EpiTORIAL DIRECTOR

6 * OCTOBER 2007

that we have in Texas, and
how important it is that we work to con-
serve and protect what nature has given
us. So, after 4.2 years on the job serving
hunters, fishermen, campers, birders,
conservationists and environmentalists
alike, I wish Bob Cook many more years
of enjoyment in the outdoors he has
worked so hard to protect.

DALE WILLARD
Katy
EDITOR’S NOTE: With Executive Director Bob
Cook’s retirement in August, the At Issue column
usually found on this page is temporarily on hia-
tus. It will resume after a new executive director
is selected.

continued on page 9
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MAILCALL

continued from page 6

DID YOU CATCH ANYTHING?

When [ first saw your article
about removing fish hooks

(“Troubles with Trebles,” September

200%), I started to laugh. A few
years back, probably 40, my two

e

boys and I were fishing a small lake
in Wisconsin where we had a sum-
mer place. We were fishing the
shoreline for bass and blue gills in
an I8-foot canoe, with me in the
back. I was casting into the back end
of holes in pond lilly beds, swim-
ming the line across the hole. When
the line was about to get hung up, I
would raise the rod and lift it out
over the lillies. It would sail at us
and land in the water on the other
side of the canoe.

One time, the lure started at us K

d did . It hi in th :
sl nstimers Iuhitons T R Sonora Chamber of Commeree
eft elbow and embedded one barb

www.sonoratx-chamber.com 325-387-2880

in my elbow. My son (reluctantly)

came back, pressed on both sides of
the barb, and the hook came
through. We cut it off with side cut-
ters and kept on fishing.

Driving back to the cabin, we
stopped at a gas station and the
proprietor asked us if we had
caught anything. My son, who
should be a stand-up comedian
instead of a hotshot store display
designer said, “Yeah, we caught
three bass, some blue gills and a
145-pound loudmouth!”

Very nice magazine!

JACOB E. WAY
San Angelo

__Sound off for

DEGETOWN
TEXAS
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Sharing the bounty from a successful hunt is an inte-
gral part of the hunting experience. In Texas, where white-
tailed deer populations in some areas exceed the capacity of the
land to support them, there is plenty of bounty to pass around.

In those instances when the larder is packed full of veni-
son, hunters are donating their excess meat to help feed the
hungry through a program called Hunters for the Hungry.
Initiated in 1990 through a collaborative effort among
hunger—relief agencies, avid hunters and state government
agencies, Hunters for the Hungry offers a convenient way to
donate extra venison to help feed people in need.

Most families in Texas have an abundance of food available,
but for one in six Texas households, food is not plentiful.
More than 60 percent of surveyed food assistance agencies
have reported an increzse in the number of people seeking
food and the most needed food group is protein. Venison is
a very good source of protein and has roughly one-half the fat
(by weight) of beef.

Hunters for the Hungry bridges the gap between the field
and the table. Hunters take their legally harvested deer to a
participating meat processor, who then will process and
package the meat for a nominal fee to cover basic costs.
Meat processors make arrangements with local food assis-
tance agencies to distrioute the meat to people in the com-
munity who need food.

Last season, hunters donated about 176,000 pounds of
lean, high-protein venison to the program through 90 par-
ticipating meat processors in 65 counties. Since the pro-
gram’s inception, more than 1.5 million pounds of processed
venison have been donated by Texas hunters.

“Hunters for the Hungry provides a valuable service for
hunters and landowners who have too much of a good thing,”
said Clayton Wolf, Texzs Parks and Wildlife Department big
game program director. “Because it is illegal for a hunter to
waste harvested venison, this program provides an appropri-
ate option to make use of the meat. We encourage landown-
ers we work with to par:icipate in this program.”

This year, besides donations of game, Hunters for the Hun-

IO # OCTOBER 2007

About 162,000 pounds of iean, high-protein venison was

donated ta Hunters for the Hungry last hunting season.

gry also needs financial contributicns. Tae Texas Association
of Community Action Agencies has administered Hunters for
the Hungry in Texas with federal Cemmunity Food and Nutri-
tion Progrzm funds fo years. Congress zeroed out this fund-
ing stream, s¢ Hunters for the Hungry must now raise money
to continue t-e program. To donatz to the Junters for the
Hungry prog-am, visi= <www. tacaa.org/hunters.htm> or call
(800) 992-976%, extension 506. *

— Steve Lightfoot

NITIV AQVHD @ OLOHd
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New Conservation Center

L

Outdoor education gets a big boost with a 14,000 -square-foot facility in Athens.

About 250 people gathered at the
Texes Freshwater Fisheries Center in
Athens April 12 for the official opening of
the Richard M. Hart and Johnny Morris
Conservat-cn Center, which houses class-
room space, ozfices, a conference center
and a game warden museum.

Funding for the $2.1 million facility
camz= from private sources. Leading the
fundraising effort was Richard M.
“Dick” Hart of Dallas, who organized
Schooling for Bass as a unit of the
Frieads of “FFC. ‘In Texas, the vol-
unteer program really works. You ask

for people’s help, and they
respond,” Hart said. “A
14,000-square-foot building
anywhere wouldn’t raise an eye-
brow, but a 14, 000-square-foot
building for outdoor education
should raise two eyebrows. To
my knowledge, there is nothing
else like it in the United States.”

Bass Pro Shops founder John-
ny Morris provided $650,000 for con-
struction in the form of a challenge
grant. The 1986 state record largemouth
bass was given to Bass Pro Shops for dis-
play in its store in Springfield, Missouri.

“That fish was one of our biggest
motivations for support for this build-
ing,” Morris noted. “She was the best
thing that ever happened to Bass Pro
Shops, as far as getting people in there.
She was an awesome tribute to the
efforts here and an unbelievable inspi-
ration to a lot of folks.”

Morris also praised TPWD for its

management of natural resources.

“When it comes to managing fish and
wildlife, TPWD does an incredible job,
and it goes beyond Texas,” he said.
“What happens in Athens at this facili-
ty has a huge impact on the outdoors,
on fishing and especially on bass fish-
ing. Our support for this was not
inspired by the opportunity to make a
speech or have our name on a plaque. It
comes with high hopes for the future
that you will keep on inspiring every-
body, especially the next generation, to
enjoy the outdoors and to have respect
for fish and wildlife.”

“The center is the next step, our next
big challenge. Having this building will
give us the opportunity to do a much
better job of education,” said Allen Fos-
hage, director of the center.

For more information, visit <www
.tpwd.state.tx.us/tffe> or call (903)
676-22%77. %

— Larry D. Hodge

Laredo Convention & Visitors Bureau |

800.361.3360

,,(/n Laredo
the White-tailed
deer rises above to
seduce you with all
of its beauty.
Plan a date with
adventure, come

to Paredo and

live your passion

for hunting!

Larédo

y To Mexico!

|  www.visitlaredo.com
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PULL YOUR OWN WEIGHT
AND EVERYONE ELSFE’S.

DODGE RAM 3500 MEGA CAB® DUALLY
* The Longest-Lasting,” Most Durable' Line of Full-Size Pickups

* The World’s Biggest Cab — Largest tatal interior volume with more cab length
than the average Crew Cab

* Available Legendary Cummins® Turbo Diesel ¢ Best-in-Class Low-End Torque*

*Based on R.L. Polk & Co. Vehicles in Operaticn ragistsation statistics 1986-2005. TDurability based on longevity. ¥Below 1,500 rpm.
Dodg= and Mega Cab are registerec trademarks of Chrysler LLC. Curamins is a registered trademark of Cummins, Inc.
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TEXASTRUCKSTOP.COM



61 Years Ago in Texas Game and Fish

The now-abundant white-winged dove was on the verge of being wipzd out in the 194 0s.

White-winged doves have long been
a favorite game bird for Texas hunters,
but in the early 19405, concerns focused
more on how to keep the birds alive than
on how to kill or cook them. In response
to a severe population decline, the Texas
Game, Fish and Oyster Commission
(predecessor of the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department) launched several
initiatives — including shortened sea-
sons and habitat restoration — that even-
tually led to the whitewing flourishing
once again.

st

From the September 1946 issue of
Texas Game and Fish:

Billions of White-winged Doves

The story of the white-winged dove is
getting to be an old story to so many Tex-
ans. Even so, it is not being told enough.
‘We are still fighting a losing battle in their
conservation and too many people have
not yet heard. If history repeats itself, the
last whitewing could fall before a shotgun
amid the clamoring voices of the too many
hunters who will still be demanding a big-
ger bag limit and a longer season.

‘When your State Game Commission
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
initiated an extensive study of the white-
wing’s status in 1939, we were set on dis-
covering the factors that had caused a great
reduction of the population in Texas.
Substantial reports indicated that there
had been a minimum of 5,000,000
birds about 1920 to compare with only a

half million in the late 1930s.
We have a reasonably complete
picture now.

During the period in-
volved, approximately 9o
percent of the brushland used
for nesting in the Rio Grande
Valley was cleared for veg-
etable and fruit farming.
Consequently, many thou-
sands of birds found them-
selves without adequate
breeding range.

The remaining nesting
areas became highly congest-
ed. Concentrations of white-
on wings ran as high as 500
pairs of birds per acre! Preda-
tors and disease found happy
hunting in such an over-
crowded population. Records
on several thousand nests

revealed that each pair of {*
birds had to lay an average of T

Cover art from the Seﬁtember 19446 issue of Texas
Game and Fish magazine.

five eggs before one squab
could be raised to 15 days of age, at whic=
time the young birds are barely ol=
enough to leave the nest.

Hunting has increased annually as the
population decreased and the popularity
of the whitewing spread. From an unlim-
ited season and an insignificant kill in ear’s
South Texas, we had an open season 27
only five half-days in 1945 and a kill »f
half of our birds in Texas! A cattleman
with only 60 percent calf crop would not

9th Annual
River Region
Bicycle Classic
October 12th-14th

Experience scenic
views & challenging
climbs in Concan’s

Garner State Park.
Choose from 34
52, 68 or 94
mile rides!

I4 # OCTOBER 2007

# October !

26th-28th

It's fly fishing cabins, rustic retreats, motels,

heaven in the

crystal waters of the
Nueces, Leona, Dry Frio,
' Frio & Sabinal Rivers
with Guadalupe Bass. &

2nd Annual Rall Fly | Trout Days
hing Fest | December 7th-9th

%

2 Confest { Youth & adult fishing classes

| & tournaments.Music by
Cowboy Sunset Serenade.
Relax at one of our river

guest homes or B&Bs!

Tewas Hill

A Vacation Reason for Every Season
Concan » Garner State Park s Reagan Wells
Al Sabinal » Utopia » Uvalde

Call (800) 210-0380 or visit WWW.THCRR.COM for more info & online registratio

stay in busin=ss long if he so.d 52 percent
of his hard sach year withcut respect to
sex. It is the same story with whizewings.
We killed too meny birds last year,
about twice as many as we chculd if we
rcw intend to regain some of our lost
Erzeding stock. Do not forget, either,
taat nesting grounds are still being
cestroyed and that there is .o practical
way to stop it. Nor, as our e:tperiments
Lave showr, is it a sirmcpls matter to
raaintain effective control of the produc-
ticr of young, for our best effo-ts against
nature -n this ill-balanczd respect give
orly minor returns. Winning in the fight
to save the whitewings in the zze of such
accs will take more aid thar. we person-
elly can give but theze is nc question but
that we zan zive more than ir. zhe past.

— Jon Lucksinger

Editor’s note: This is -ke fourth
insallmen: in an eight-part series
ccramemorating the 6Fth anniver-

sarv of Texas Parks & Wi'd.i% magazine

(formerly Texas Game and Fish). #¢
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Fall Flyers

Y

Head south for butterfly season at Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley

Park naturalist Jim Booker chuckles
when he recalls where butterfly enthusi-
asts observed an unusual species last
spring at the World Birding Center
headquarters at Bentsen-Rio Grande
Valley State Park.

Join birdwatchers at the Bentsen Big

Sit on October 14, counting species for

18 hours as part of a nationwide event.

PHOTO © LARRY DITTO

“They found it roosting outside on one
of our men’s bathrooms,” he says.

Discovery of the Fritzgaertner's flat
(Celaenorrhinus ﬁﬁzgneﬁneri) was a rare find
for Bentsen’s lush gardens, planted with
mistflower, Turk’s cap, lantana and other
butterfly favorites. The park — which is
home to hundreds of butterfly species —
also boasts first U.S. sightings of a beau-
tiful beamer (Phocides belus), thick-tipped
Greta (Greta morgane) and painted white
(Pieriballia viard:).

Could more records be set this fall?
Stay tuned as butterfliers from across the
nation gather in Mission for the 12th
annual Texas Butterfly Festival. The
four-day extravaganza will feature guest
speakers, seminars, children’s activities,
a butterfly expo and a parade.

Daily field trips will escort folks to

nearby butterfly hotspots, including
Bentsen, Santa Ana National Wildlife
Refuge and the North American Butter-
fly Association’s International Butterfly
Park. Several residential gardens in Mis-
sion will be showcased, too.

Throughout the year, butterfliers
along with birders and nature enthusi-
asts flock to 760-acre Bentsen, which
draws approximately 370 bird species.
More than six miles of trails — dotted
with bird feeding and water stations —
wind through the park’s resaca wood-
lands and thorny brushlands. Bentsen
also offers a two-story observation
tower, observation decks, enclosed bird
blinds and a birding wall.

If you'd rather not walk, take the free,
open-air tram along a 2.5-mile route.
Afterward, tour the headquarters' exhib-
it hall and gift shop. A coffee bar offers
drinks and snacks. Primitive campsites
are available by reservation only.

Can’t make the butterfly festival?
Bentsen’s monthly nature outings this
fall include butterfly walks each
Wednesday from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
Bring binoculars, a field guide, sun-
screen and water. Other weekly pro-
grams focus on the park’s resident birds,
dragonflies and damselflies, hawks,
flora and fauna, and nocturnal wildlife.
Call ahead for reservations.

Join the Bentsen Big Sit, when the
park’s team hunkers down for 18 hours in
one spot and counts bird species. The
nationwide noncompetitive birding event
— coordinated by Bird Watcher’s Digest —
starts at 4 a.m. Sunday, October 14..

Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley State
Park is located five miles southwest of
Mission on Bentsen Palm Drive (FM
2062). For more information, call
(956) 585-1107 or visit <www.world
birdingcenter.org/sites/mission>.

The Texas Butterfly Festival runs Octo-
ber 18-21. For more information, call
the Greater Mission Chamber of Com-
merce at (800) 580-2700 or visit
<www.texasbutterfly.com>. #

— Sheryl Smith-Rodgers

Celebrate With Us -
40 free programs
in October!
Colbnal Event
Los Bohemios de America
Dallas Chinese Choral Society

Dallas Czech Concert Orchestra
Swaralaya School of Dance

W _ ." 74&%%4
. lahn Erickson

lzohn;_fHamllton Lewis
Dehorah Crombie

Dr. lerry Lincecum

Quilt making, Tole painting,
Woodturning, Exhibits,
Plant Exchange, Movies
and Performing Artists

Find out more -
www.allenlibrary.org

300 N. Allen Drive, Allen, Texas
214-509-4911
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An insect called the cochineal, once prized by the Aztecs, is now the
source of red dye used in foods, beverages and even makeup.

What does our state plant — the
prickly pear cactus — share in com-
mon with selected brands of strawberry
yogurt, fruit punch and powdered blush?

You might be surprised to know that

close to a prickly pear pad and look for
white cottony splotches. They conceal
female cochineal (Dacyfopius coccus), a scale
insect that resembles a mealybug. When
squashed, these peppercorn-sized parasites
it's a bug. ooze carminic acid, a bright crimson liquid

The next time you're out hiking, get up  that's dried and used to produce a red dye.

~ When the country calls

.'i

FINANCING FOR

EST RURKL LENDER

=

LENDER
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These peppercorn-sized parasites secrete
carminic acid, used to make red dye.

Ferale cocairezl live 9o to 120 days;
winged males mat.r=, mate prolifically and
cie within a weel.

Ancient Aztecs farmed cochineal to ealor
faorics and potiarv. As emperor, Montez.-
ma elaimed the mos: brilliant shades of r=d
ter his ~obes and even imposed a cochineal
tax. In 1519, Spanish conquistadcrs
skipped bags o cried cochineal from Mex-
120 to Spain, which then monopolized sup-
plies. Other countries wanted the pigment,
tco, but the Sparish went to great lengths to
conceal the sourcs of th= dye from the rast
of the world. For centuries, most people
d:dn't even know waether the red powcer
was derived “rem a plant or an animal. The
ensuing period of international espicr.age
is recounted in A Pe-fect Red: Empire, Espionage,
and he Quest for the Color of Desire (publish2d by
Farpe- Perennial), an intriguing read by
Amy Butler Greenfield.

Today, Peru procuces more than 1,2¢0
tons of cochineal annually, 85 percent
share of the world’s demand. Roughly
72,000 dried inse:ts yield one pound of
powdered carminic acid, the agent used to
color foods, cosmetics, medicines and :ex-
tiles. On produc: labels, it's listed as
“carmine” end “cochinzal extract.” ¥

— Sheryl Smith-Eodgzrs
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The prickly plant’s pollen is used to make light honey, and a coarse

meal made from its seeds was once a staple in Native American foods.

Brush against a catclaw acacia
(Acacia greggii), and — ow! — you'll find
out why this native shrub deserves its
name. Along its slender branches are
backward-curving spines that look —
and snag — just like a cat’s claws. As
you're untangling yourself from its
clutches, you may even holler another
of the plant’s common names: “Wait-
a-minute!”

Often found on dry mesas, along
canyons and in gullies, catclaw grows
in dense thickets that provide safe
habitat and nesting sites for wildlife
and birds. Scaled quail eat the seeds
while jackrabbits and cattle dine on
young catclaw leaves when other food
is scarce.

Humans know how to put catclaw to
epicurean use, too. Native Americans

once ground the legumes into coarse
meal called pinole, from which they

Native Amer- )
icans ate the
catclaw’s

legumes; its
creamy pale
yellow flow-
ers (inset)

attract bees.

made mush and cakes. Catclaw flow-
ers — which bloom April through May
in fragrant, creamy-yellow clusters —
attract bees and other
Beekeepers in Uvalde County pro-
duce light-colored honey from cat-
claw and other acacia species.

A scale insect known as a lac

insects.

(Tachardia lacca) feeds on catclaw sap and
secretes a sticky substance that s used to
make shellac. In Texas, lac bug num-
bers aren't abundant enough to make
lacquer production viable. Besides,
who wants to get clawed in the process
of harvesting branches? b ¢

— Sheryl Smith-Rodgers

Goodbye, weeds.

when a fish strikes. It

Serious fishermen know there’s a new solution for fishing
heavi[y covered areas. Inttoducing the first torsion spring
lure with retractable twin hooks that pop out only

zone longer, and never gets caught in brush. The result?
You catch bass, not weeds. www.slickfishlure.com

falls slower, stays in the strike

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE * I7




SKILL BUILDER / BY RUSSELL A. GRAVES

Y

Six Tips for More Doves

Scouting, practice and sensible shots make all the difference.

September 1 may be the most
popular day in all of Texas outdoors.
Friends and family from all walks of life
take to the dove fields across Texas in
pursuit of the winged rockets. Even with
all those hunters afield, the stakes are
still tilted in the dove’s favor. Their pen-
chant for fast, zig-zagging flight makes
them a formidable game animal. Most
shots people take at doves never connect.
Some people may never get very many
shots because they're hunting in all the
wrong spots.

Don't fret. Success in the dove field
doesn’t always happen by chance. Like
any other style of hunting, a little bit of
preparation goes a long way.

Scout faithfully

My dove season starts a couple of weeks
before September 1 as | head afield looking
for doves. I search for possible roosting
and feeding areas. Doves love to rest on
barbed-wire fences and high-line wires, so
if you can find them congregating in any
appreciable numbers, there’s a good bet
that food or roost trees are near.

During dry years, doves are bound to
be close by anywhere you can find water,
as they fly to and from troughs and stock
ponds to drink.

Find the food

Doves need lots of energy to survive, so
they are constantly feeding during the
day. Since they dine on small seeds, like-
ly spots to find birds are in sunflower
patches, harvested hay patches or har-

vested milo fields. The simple rule is: If
you find the food, you can find doves.
Practice

A bit of practice can add a great social
element to your dove season. A few
friends and a box of clay targets is all it
takes to hone your skills before opening
day. For less than $20, you can buy a box
of clay targets, an inexpensive thrower
and a box of shells.

Practice all sorts of scenarios. Have the
birds launched towards you and across
from each side. By varying the flight
paths, you can learn some valuable skills
in making a variety of field shots.

Wear camouflage

Doves have great eyesight. In fact, if
you sit out in the open in a dove field,
you'll see dove flare away from you if you
are wearing everyday clothing. There-
fore, wear camouflage.

Although some dress from head to toe
in camouflage, that isn't always neces-
sary. Usually, jeans paired with a long
sleeve camouflage T-shirt and cap suf-
fices. The trick for effective camouflage
is to situate yourself in the shade of a
tree or behind some other cover to help
break up your outline.

Use decoys

Doves are somewhat social game birds.
They congregate in flocks as they feed,
roost and fly.

Take advantage of that innate behavior
and use decoys. Dove decoys are cheap.
Just about any sporting goods store car-

Texas Shaped
Perfect Waffles in
The Shape of Texas

Texas Sized
81/:" Waffle Plate

Texas Powered W 1
800 Watts - More Power
For Better Cooking

Texas Owned

Another Fine Product
From BCOWW Outfitters

I8 « ocTOBER 2007

Mess With

This Texas
Order Yours: www.texaswafflemaker.com

? Practice before hunting to help make

a variety of field shots.

ries them right before the opening day of
dove season, and they usually run just a
few dollars apiece. The best decoys are
ones manufactured with clothespin-type
clips on the bottom. These clips make it
easy to put the decoys on barbed-wire
fences, in dead mesquite trees or any-
where doves like to congregate.

Make high-percentage shots

I read a statistic once that the average
dove hunter fires 10 shells for every bird
he hits. That’s only a 10 percent success
rate! Granted, doves fly erratically and
are hard to hit, but you can improve your
odds by taking high-percentage shots.

Generally, high-percentage shots are
when a bird is either crossing in front of
you or flying towards your position, and
when it is close. I always find that birds
quartering are a bit harder, as are birds
coming from behind me.

Keep in mind the altitude of the bird
as well. Don’t waste shells on high-
flying birds, as they are more difficult
to hit. The greater the distance between
you and a dove, the more you will have
to lead it to take a shot. Naturally, the
more you have to lead a bird, the hard-
er it is to hit. So, as a bird is flying
toward you, wait a second or two longer

before taking the shot. #
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".PRESIDENT LINCOLN’S HENRY. RIFLE
1S I.OGKED AWAY IN A MUSEUM.

_incoln’s famous gold-plated Henry rifle 1s a priceless
natione] reasure. The beautiful Henry ycu can 1ake home today
is considerably more affordable.
Shooting enthusiasts are buying Hearys because they are
tly styled, have the smoothest actions, perform with
eliability and bear the great historical name of Henry
rt in a Henry is made ir America. Every rifle is
engine=red with features many ccmpetitcrs charge twice the pr.ce
for. We are a family owned busiz=ss, our customer service is
Fenry U.S. Surviva 22 LR secor.d to none, and we will do =verything necessary to ensure
your complete satisfaction.
Order our free color catalog

featuring the entire family of L
Henry riles. President Lincoln Yo
loved Lis Henry and you'll &l

Iade in America and Pric2d Rght
love yours.

Herry Big Eoy .44 Magnum

Hanry Golden Boy 22 LR + 22 Mag / .17 HMR

For a FREE color catalog
visit www.henry-guns.com
or call toll free (866) 200-2354 »r““' 1
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BY GIBBS MILLIKEN

Field Jackets

Innovations include wick-away fabrics, zip~in liners
and adjustable internal cords or Velcro strips for a custom ﬁt.

Field jackets include the traditional trop-
ical safari style, the tactical military type and
the cold weather parka. This functional out-
erwear has been evolving for more than a
century. First came jackets of light khaki-dyed
cotton, then waterproof wax-impregnated
poplin, and finally high-tech breathable syn-
thetic fabrics. Many of the newest jackets are
lighter weight, better insulated and convert-
ible for variations in weather and climate.

Designed by the famous U.S. Naval Air
Commander Burt Avedon, the Beretta
Kalahari Safari Jacket has a traditional belt-
ed style for the tropics, with many features for
hunters, naturalists, photographers and
adventurers. This durable cotton twill jacket,
treated with Teflon fabric protector, resists
stains on the light-colored khaki. It has
reinforced bellows pockets to carry extra
ammunition, camera lenses and field guides.
Pivot-cut sleeves and gussets allow free move-
ment; functional epaulets on the shoulders
secure the straps of binoculars and cameras
during field activities. ($120, Kalahari Jack-
et, field tan, Beretta, 301-283-2191, www
.berettausa.com)

The Cabela’s Women's Travel Parka is a
fine-quality modern version of the bush jack-
et. The peach-finished soft microfiber fabric
is light and packs into a small stuff-bag with a
carry strap. The Teflon-coated shell sheds
rain and also features a two-way zippered
front with snap closure, removable hood,
inside security pocket, side-entry hand-
warmer pockets and a belted waist tie.
($79.95, Women'’s Travel Parka, herb green,
Cabela’s, 800-237-4.4.4.4, www.cabelas.com)

‘Warm, but without weight, the North Face
Denali Parka is a sporty winter coat for
women that can be worn as a shell or layered
for bitter cold. It is perfect for daily wear,
outdoor sports and travel. Made of synthetic
Polartec 300 fabric, this highly breathable

jacket has abrasion-reinforced shoulders and

elbows, a vertical chest pocket, two hand
pockets, elastic-bound cuffs and hem cinch
cord. ($165, Women's Denali Parka, oasis
blue/seal gray, North Face, (866-%715-3223,
www.thenorthface.com)

Unmatched for features, the Bass Pro 100

20 # OCTOBER 2007

MPH Rain Parka is a rugged Gore-Tex
windproof/waterproof jacket that will handle
the most hostile elements. It has a tuck-away
or zip-off visored hood with Velero chin
cover and elastic drawcords. Special locking
pulls cinch the parka around your seat,
blocking out wind and rain. Also featured are
a 5-inch fleece collar and full-length Velero
front storm flap sealing the exterior and
interior zippers. It has two Velero closing
storm-flap bellows pockets with side-entry
fleece hand-warmer pockets plus D-rings
for accessories, internal zippered security
pocket, contrasting reinforced elbow pads
and nylon lining. Sleeves have an inner neo-
prene cuff with Velero closure for dry dip-
ping into the bait well or cold water to land
a fish or downed waterfowl. ($229.95, 100
MPH Parka, red, Bass Pro Shops, 800-277-
7776, www.basspro.com)

The Cabela’s Space Rain Ultra Pack
Full-Zip Jacket is light, packs small and
serves as an excellent breathable camo shell
for wet weather hunting protection, with
room for layering in a changing climate.
($64.95, Space Rain Ultra Pack Jacket,
Model: #715-960048, Max I Open Ter-
rain HD camo, Cabela’s)

‘When the cold wind’s whistling, nothing’s
quite as warm as real goose down. Beretta’s
Down Shooting Jacket features double-
bagged 80/20 filling with a non-reflective
nylon finish. Shoulders have leather-padded
gun patches for the right- or lefi-handed
shooter. Two large, easy-access bottom pock-
ets with elastic loops keep your shells organ-
ized, while your hands find warmth in a pair
of leather-trimmed chest pockets. Inside
security pockets keep your valuables safe. The
cuffs adjust to your arm length; the rear util-
ity pouch has a convenient Velero closure.
When afternoons get warm, use the remov-
able interior Beretta braces to carry your
jacket hanging free. ($145, Beretta Down
Shooting Jacket, earth green, McBride’s,
512-472-3532, www.mchridesguns.com )

The modern field jacket is the outdoor
enthusiast’s first and best defense against
the vagaries of our constantly changing
Texas weather. %

A ntthi:ace beﬁah .F"a'irksa.a

Bass Pro EOOIMPH Ram Parka
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Save on Everything
John Deere at
Brookside Eqmpment"’

Best

Deals in
the USA!

COUNTRY STAR =ACKAGE™ =521,999

» 5103 Tractor

= 512 Loader, Gril 2 Gua-d, Joystick

»6' Brush Cutter

* 6 Box Blade e =

220 HD Trailer, Ramps % Brakes

We equip our Tractor Packazes with more fea-
tures than any ccmpetito”. C2ll Brooksice today
and compare!

CERTIFIED GOLD STAR DEALER

« 790 27HP Diesel Tractar
w/AWD, Pwr Steer

= 300 Front Leacer, Hood
- Guard, 51" Bucket

" = 5it Rtary 2rush Cutter,
- Sft Box Blede

790 4WD Rancher Package™ * 16f HD Tandem Trailer

- w/Ramps & Brakes
Package $17,599

» 3203 32HP Automatic
Transmissicn Tra ctor

300 Loader, Hood Guard,
- b1’ Bucket

» 5ft Rotz "y Brush Cutter,
- SftBox Blace

3203 Ranch Bass 2ackage™  * 16ft HD Tarder Trailer

- w/Ramps & B- akes
Package $19,799

*18. 5HP 3ricgs & Stratton
“Enghes -

+ 12" Edge™ mower deck

+ Two Yee~ Rasidential
Narranzy

. “fOI'IfIE Mainter ance
- 2225 EZtrak™ Riding Movver ~Available

» Best-In-Class T-ue 4WD

= Advanced suspension
system

s Payload zapacity of
1,400 lbs

* [1" grourd tﬁiea“ance

~ Gator™ 620i XUV 44

Call for Price |

www.JaanDeere.com

F74CUBDDB0Z-BROTXEICO T2 W/-£C-00201284 m-i_\"l‘i withit

e HOUSTON, TX SPRING, TX JERSEY VILLAGE, TX
™ U 9125 1-45 Gulf Frwy 19003 -45 North Frwy 11431 FM 529
’ k 1 College / Airpor: Exit Cypresswood Exit  Near Hwy 290 & Beltway 8
& 800-493-7867 800-313-0848 800-6971738
Equipment Sales, Inc. KATY, TX LA MARQUE, TX SW HOUSTON, TX
. 28715 Hwy 90 5313 145 Gulf Frwy 11700 S. Sam Houston Pkwy W.
WW'BrOOkSIdEUSA com Hwy 90, Exit 10 @ Pedersen Rd.  Exit 13, Delaney Rd. Near SW Frwy (Hwy 59)
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PHOTO ® WYMAN MEINZER

Dq/vs inthaige

i By Eileen Mattei

DESTINATION: ForT cHADBOURNE

R VAV LE T TR M OE

FROM:

AUSTIN — 4.5 hours / BROWNSVILLE — 8.5 hours / DALLAS — 3.75 hours
HOUSTON — 7 hours / SAN ANTONIO — 4.25 hours / LUBBOCK — 2.75 hours / EL PASO — 6.5 hours

Scooping History

A group of retirees learns that lf))ou really want to dig into Fort Chadbourne’s

past, you have to get your hands darﬁv.

RVs face west in a rough semicircle around Fort Chad-
bourne’s parade grounds and restored barracks as my husband and
I pull up next to five military service flags flapping in the damp
breeze. We are joining a group of military retirees who are spend-
ing two weeks at this 1852 frontier fort, located between San
Angelo and Abilene, participating in a dig under the direction of
the Goncho Valley Archeological Society.

The Army established Fort Chadbourne to protect settlers from
Indian raids, sending companies out to patrol and guard wagon
trains. The frontier’s westward shift and the fort’s unreliable water

supply led to its abandonment by 1873. The fort became part of

the O-D Ranch when Thomas Odum and his son Garland moved
30,000 head of cattle here in 1876. The family’s presence — par-
ticularly a third generation notorious for running off trespassers
with a Colt .45 — kept Fort Chadbourne from being scavenged.

The barracks, warmed by a fireplace burning fragrant cedar, has
been authentically restored, down to the old window glass and the
square-head nails in the floor planks. Fourteen couples, who
belong to the Special Military Active Retired Traveler Club, intro-
duce themselves and invite us to a potluck dinner. Roger Meyer,
his long white beard part of his Shriners' Santa Claus persona, fills
us in on the first week’s progress in excavating the ruins known as
the Double Officers’' Quarters. The red sandstone, dogtrot-style
building had also been the O-D Ranch headquarters until it
burned down in 1920. “We've learned where the kitchen was and
where the kids played. It blows my mind that you can scratch the
dirt and write the history of that old building.” Meyer says that over
30,000 artifacts, including nails and glass fragments, have been
uncovered and logged in.

Garland Richards, the great-great-grandson of Garland Odum,
recalls when the ranch stored oats and saddles in this barracks,
which is next to the ruins of the Butterfield Stage Depot. In 1999
Garland and his wife, Lana, decided to preserve and protect the
fort by establishing the Fort Chadbourne Foundation, which
began stabilizing the remaining structures. Half the
money donated to the foundation has gone to
research archives, although research has yet to turn up
a definitive fort layout, according to Larry Riemen-
schneider, the dig’s project director and archaeolog-
ical steward, who is a farmer in nearby Miles. “You'd

think the military would have kept better records.”
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Garland and Lana allow my husband and me to stay in the fort’s
recently restored, two-room Fountain House. Thick, bullet-
pocked walls scratched with 125-year-old graffiti dominate the
high-ceilinged main room, while the small bedroom includes a tin
bathtub and a distinct frontier ambiance.

In the morning, Riemenschneider explains that the excavation
is revealing where the windows, walls and doors stood, as well as
unearthing the debris of ranch and fort life: shell casings, crock-
ery, coins. Because last night’s storm soaked the dig site, after
breakfast the group sits at plastic-covered tables for lab work: sort-
ing through bags of artifacts, carefully identified by the 4-inch
layer of the grid where they were found, and labeling fragments of
crockery.

While everyone is busy cleaning shards and painting on identi-
fying numbers, I slip out under scudding clouds to walk the ruins
beckoning me from the Fort’s highest points. In its day (1852-1861
and 1868-1873), the whitewashed walls of the fort were visible for
up to 20 miles across the nearly treeless plains. Today, the rubble
of the post hospital perches on a rise, and the commanding offi-
cer’s home sits even higher up, topped by cactus, rimmed by but-
terweed.

Raised on Rin Tin Tin and F-Troop, I assumed all frontier forts had
protective walls. Not in Texas — other than Fort Parker. Garland
describes Fort Chadbourne as a trading post and a buffer zone,

protecting Indians from settlers and vice versa. At its peak, 400

The ruins of the main
structure at Fort
Chadbourne, established
in 1852 and now the focus

of restoration efforts.
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soldiers were stationed here, while
roughly 6,000 soldiers rotated
through the fort. Their buttons and
broken cups fell through the gaps
between the floor planks to become
artifacts for later generations.

The Fort Chadbourne Founda-
tion aims to balance common sense
and historical authenticity, Garland
says. “T'm a West Texas rancher try-
ing to take a project that is histori-
cally significant and give it back to
the U.S., to Texas. I've been taaght
all my life to patch it up and make it
last one more year. What we dic was
patch up Fort Chadbourne to make it last 100 mora years,” despite
the historical architect who tcld the rencher it was impessiblz to
straighten the Fountain House and barracks walls Garland who
refused to remove stones laid by soldiers 150 years azo end even
travelers’ graffiti, applied ranch -ngenuizy and got the walls straicht-
ened. Now visitors take free, self-guided tours.

By lunchtime, we're itching to dig, even if it m=ans kneeling in
damp dirt and then hauling small color-codec. buzkets of wet
earth to the matching color-coded screeners. R-emenschneider
assigns us to one-meter-square sections, and taanks to a lzser
level, we see exactly how far each team is supposec. -3 scrape dewn
with small garden trowels. The Concho Valley Archeological Scci-
ety shares its supply of knee pads, gloves and buckets, while the
Richardses keep us supplied with water and shade. “Alr-ost every-
one has bad knees. We pray toc nuch,” jokes Bob Lederer, reti-ed
from the Army and lawyering.

Like a regiment of gardeners -n straw hats and baseball caps :he
group works the earth carefully, sometimes spotting a pccket kr.ife
handle or harmonica parts or a sardine can used fzr targst prac-
tice. But the real finds show u> when 2 bucket of dirt is dumped
onto the elevated screen and shaken. [ help finger through the
rocks and clods, snatching ug dirt-coated metal buttons and
crockery shards. Fred and Lorey Meiste= man a sifti ng -abls, s-ak-
ing and troweling the dirt through the screen. “Hare’s a iece to
match that other one,” Lorey says, pinching out z blue pottery
shard. A magnet on a stick sucks up the nails, coins and me=al frag-
ments we'd otherwise miss. Fach digging and screenirg tearr is
assigned a record keeper, who tracks the yield: bottles, kuttons,
glass, crockery, toy parts and lots of nails and metal fragments.

“When the officers’ quarters burned i- created a -reni-:ime cap-
sule, kind of a dream archaeclogically.” says Riemerschneid=r.
“Each time we do an excavaticn we ge: answers, and i: opens a
bunch of other questions.”

A heavy drone pulls military eyes skyward to spo: and quickly

Clockwise from top left: the Fort
Chadhourne archaeclogical site; cav-
alry soldiers passed the time by carv-
ing their names in the fort's sand-
stone rocks; Garland Richards holds
a piece of pottery hand-signed by his
great-grandmother, Edna Odom; dirt
sifted through screens reveals glass
bottles, a crockery shard, a metal
handle and a square nail.

identify C-130 cargo planes
heading southwest, then the
steady work pace resumes.
“This group never ceases to
amaze me,” Riemenschneider
says, noting that the military
retirees and their spouses
range from 62 to 78 years old.
“They don't believe in taking a
break. They do what needs to
be done. It's quality excavation
work. Artifacts are the icing on
the cake.”

‘We head into Bronte ':although named after writer Charlotte, it's
pronouneed “brca:"} for dinnar at our choice of three Mexican
cafes. No one stays up late after a day moving dirt.

On the second dav, the diggers are taking the west side of the
dogtrot down to ster-l= grounc. “It’s like being a part of history,”
observes Feggy Wilscri. She hesizantly admits to a spooky encounter
while szwing alor.z one evering in the old barracks. Footsteps
crossed the room behind her several times, but when she eventu-
ally loo<ed up, no one was there. Then came the sound of some-
one sitting on a crsaky cct in th= next room and a boot hitting the
floor. “I didn't feel threazened, but it was time for me to leave.”

The routine of troweling the earth in shallow layers, sifting and
recording goes or. wita military precision, camaraderie and the
pleasurz of discovery zoins, colored ceramic shards, a glass bot-
tle stopoer. “There’s a lat of litt e steps in getting to the point of
seeing what we have,” says Lillian Gillis of San Antonio.

Jim Mims, a one-time Marine bugler who plays reveille, chow
call, even pay call, for us, mentions showing Garland a scrap of wire
he’d found near th= Butterfie d Stage ruins. “He told me it could
have been a carpetbeg frame. ['d never have known,” Jim says.

“It’s all £ big puzzl=” Carland explains. “We're adding enough
pieces that one of these cays you'll be able to see the whole puzzle.”

In Bronte for dinner, we dig into Mexican flag enchiladas and
chile rellerios at Hidalgo's Restaurant, with the group discussing their
plans to spend twow=zxs in 2003 excavating the fort’s Butterfield
Stage Stop. Until taen, Concho Valley Archeological Society
members will be b.sy on occasional weekend digs and labs.

Back at the fort, w= stand under quiet, starry skies at 9 p.m. as
Jim Miras pulls out his trampet, faces west and plays “Taps.” The
chords bounce off the barracks and echo up to us at the Fountain
House anc out to Oricr: overhead.

Day is done. Safely -est. *
Details

For mere information, visit <www.fortchadhourne.org>. Lodging is
available at Oak Creek Village in Blackwell: (325) 282-2104.
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t ms possible that w Vueuizale':a?b
E coul “aweenvnnon@ﬁfﬁx%»szxtbﬂnaanEﬁ‘  tha
enjoy the outdoors after 1 through the entrance
referred to Exao as a “festiva &ﬁujmc%yp hﬁ%
ve alive and we | a1 Expo today. ° !a! t:hi oW YoL
.. 7" Expo continues to be about sharing the joys o
d them, &rd to help those who ¢ afb%i_a_QS‘mr;iu

In this special section we'll take a loser
look at “he presenzations and activiti2s that
take place at Expo. =or the sheer va‘iety of
activities, Expo is _nparalleled. YWhere zlse
can you shoot, fish kayak, rock clima, end sze
amazing animals ... “ar freel

Expo is presented by the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department to the people of Texas

7

with three goals in miad: to infroduce new-
comers to outdoor recreation, giving them a
hancs-on taste of a wide range of sports
and pastimes; to provide addit cnal learning
oppcrtunities, information and access to
those visitors who already recreate in the
outdaors; and to frame these activities in a
safe and responsible manner 3o that visi-

. someone
1|Wﬁn1?|q

i H&ve
;e who have

,!

tors uncerstard -hat tie
health oi 712 Texas ou=
doors is ultimately their

respons bi iy,

When isitcrs leavs
Expo, thev leave under-
standing that withou= 2
doubt, “Lfz's Bettes Outside.”

TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE HEADQUARTERS COMPLEX
4200 SMITH SCHOOL ROAD, AUSTIN, TEXAS

OCTOBER 6 & 7, 9 AMTO 5 PM
1-800-792-1112 WWW.TPWD.STATE.TX.US/EXPO
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Fishing & Aquatic

Ts_,-xas is blessed with freshwater fishing in its streams and lakes and some of the
best saltwater fishing to be had. It's the best of both worlds! Find out where to go,
what to do and how to do it from the experts. Plus, there are marine and freshwater fish

displays to interest all ages.

Presented by Bass Pro Shops, the Fishing
and Aquatic area at Expo is an angler’s
paradise. For kids, it may be their first
opportunity to catch a fish in the catfish or trout
ponds. If they do, they'll leave with a First Fish
Certificate complete with photo to celebrate
their achievement. For seasoned anglers,
there’s no better place to learn from the experts
about how to improve their catch. In the
Saltwater Seminar Tent, for example, avid salt-
water anglers can sitin on regularly scheduled

Ez Dock has everything you need for
your floating dock, boat dock, pier, swim
platform, floating boat lift, or a drive-on
PWC lift for your watercraft.

www.ezdocktexas.com

Sales
Parts
Service

RICK SMITH'S

@utlet

snce wsnl ’%‘E:egvm
WBYAMAHA

IH-35 South Exit 299
Temple, TX 76502

(800) 880-1807

Bow FISHING
GUIDE SERVICE

MARK MALFA
| (512) 431-9037
; 1 o expay hanting or fisking, you witk CLOVE THIS!
WWW.BIGFISHBOWFISHINGTEXAS.COM

CATFISH PARLOUR
Southern Cooking since 1973

#
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(800) 343-1504  www.smarishield.com

Life is short.
Be here for all of it.

26 # OCTOBER 2007

seminars about fishing techniques, skills and
the secrets of fishing several Texas bays.

More interested in observing sea life than in
catching it? There are any number of exhibits
that provide up-close opportunities for seeing
and even touching marine life. Jellyfish,
stingrays, crabs and other critters are there in
the Coastal Tent for observation. And check out
the State Record Saltwater Fish Replicas.
Several years ago, one grandfather wrote to
request that they not be displayed, since “my
grandson said they make the fish | catch seem
so smallt”

Introduced for the first time last year is the
exciting Casting Kids competition, presented by
Texas BASS Federation Nation. Boys and girls,
ages 7-14, are invited to test their flipping,
pitching and casting skills, learn about fishing,
conservation and protection of our great
outdoors, and win prizes. Kids also have a
chance to compete for a quarter of a million

dollars in scholar-
ships and prizes to
be given away nation-
wide. If kids need to
warm up first, there's the
ever-popular Learn to
Cast activity located just

a cast away.

In Texas, one thing is
for certain: Water is on
everyone's mind. At
Texas Parks and Wildlife,
our concern is to make sure
that there is enough water
for wildlife and fish popu-
lations. At the Texas
Water Ways: Ranches
to Reefs tent, you can
learn about the impor-
tance of water in our
lives and the lives of
Texas’ fish and wildlife.
Begin the journey at a
model of a watershed, then
visit stations that tell the story of

Academy

SPORTS+OUTDOORS
Right Stuff. Low Price.

HIOUG :i ,mm

Visit one of our
64 Texas Stores or
visit academy.com
for the store near you.




Fishing & Aquatic

Texas waterways. Learn
about the value of Texas’
seagrasses in an expanded
display. Finally, see exam-

ples of a variety of invasive

aquatic plants and animals and
learn about the many problems they can
caLse —o our waterways.

\Vhan you're dane, drop by the Virtual

Dive tent and explore the underwater

world of the Gulf of Mexico.

Take a "virtual” diving expe-
dition into the ocean and
observe the coral reefs of
the Flower Garden Banks
National Marine Sanctuary.
Two of Texas Parks and

Wildlife's most important

resources for fishing and aquatic

study, as well as visitor favorites, are our two
major hatcheries and study centers, the Texas

Freshwater Fisheries Center in Athens and Sea

Center "exas in Lake Jackson. The TFFC is the

premier place to learn about freshwater fish

and fishing in Texas. Keep an eye out for the

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE EXPO

TFFC ShareLunker trailer. It's a great place to
get information about how to plan a visit to the
center. The trailer also houses replicas of some
of the largest bass caught in Texas and gives
the details of how to get involved in the Bud-
weiser-sponsored ShareLunker program.

Presented by The Dow Chemical Company,
the Sea Center Texas booth in the Coastal Fish-
aries tent is the place to learn about Texas
Parks and Wildlife's premier coastal hatchery
and education center. A world-class hatchery
model, Sea Center is one of the most interesting
and informative sites in Texas. The aquaria hold
amazing saltwater species and the adjoining
wetlands offer unique tours.

If fly fishing is your passion or you'd like to try
your hand at fly tying, the Fly Fishing Tent offers
both fly casting opportunities and fly tying sta-
tions. The state’s many fly fishing clubs staffthis
area and will be glad to tell you how you can
become involved in their activities. Last, but not
least, the Fishing Arena is where anglers of all
ability levels can watch pros demonstrate fish-
ing techniques throughout the day. The giant
aquaria and large fish always draw a crowd!

Oct. 6-7, 2007

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE * 27




TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE EXPO

In addition to their enforcement duties, game war-
dens, through the Texas Game Warden Association
ooking team, have developed a reputation as
some of the best outdoor cooks around. Each year
as part of Expo, game wardens prepare and serve
a variety of delicious wild game samples, including
mule deer, white-tailed deer, bison, nilgai, wild hog,
duck, dove and quail. You'll also learn more about
the association’s support of youth outdoor sports
and education programs.

Ever considered becoming a game warden?
Satisfy your desire for knowledge concerning a
career in law enforcement by visiting us in the Law
Enforcement tent. There, you will be provided with
information detailing the requirement for becom-
ing a Texas game warden. You will also see video
and slide information about cadet and field officer
training, as well as law enforcement field opera-
tions. You will further learn about our new Texas
Game Warden Training Center, which is located in

A Name You Can Count on
for Quality and Support!
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Hamilton County. Construction on this new facility is
scheduled to begin in the near future, with comple-
tion within the next three years. Once complete,
the Texas Game Warden Training Center will be the
premier law enforcement training facilities of its
type in the country. At Expo, you will learn how you
can support this important project.

The job of a game warden is a 24/7 endeavor.
Whether involved in water safety or wildlife and
fisheries enforcement, game wardens employ a
variety of tools in order to accomplish their jobs.
The Law Enforcement area gives you an opportuni-
ty to inspect the air boats, jet skis, boats and high-
tech equipment that wardens depend on to do their
jobs. One favorite is the Bell 206 A-1 Jet Ranger
helicopter used for game counts, population stud-
ies, Gulf Shrimp Patrol, surveillance, environmental
crime detection and assistance in emergency
response. TPWD's pilots are on hand to explainthe
role of air support in the conservation and protec-

tion
of our nat-
ural resources.
During  the
past severa
years, our war-
dens have gained
national prominence
for their help in dealirc
with the aftermath of nawural
disasters in Texas and ne ghboring states. Dubbed
the “Texas Navy,” game wardens distingtished
themselves in Louisiana after Hurricane Katrina
devastated much of that state. Shortly theraafter,
they were called upon azain to hels out in East
Texas after Hurricane Rila passed over tha: area.
In fact, wardens were larzely absent from the 2005
Texas Parks & Wildlife txpo due to their duties
following Hurricane Rita

Go to
heoltcat.com
and click on this icon
| for earthmoving info
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- Feel the Difference

Tractor Sales

www.acmwork.com

ASTROP
512-718-3190

SAN MARCOS

Lanford Equipment Company

www.lanfordequipment.com

What?! You are a
Hunter Education
 [1structor, but you are
' not a member of
TH.E.LA. Why not?

Houston Safari Club presents... '

WORLDWIDE HUNTING EXPO
January 17-19, 2008

‘The Woodlands Waterway Marriott
Hotel & Convention Center

o Exhibémrsﬁ‘cfm around the world! -»

Join Houston Safari Club at
wwwihoustonsafariclub.org 4
or call the HSC eﬂice at 713.62 8844

# © hether you snoot, want to im-
. gpr@ve orwantto learn, you'll have
a greattime in the shooting sports area at
Expo. Be sure to take your safety orienta-
tion first.

Folks who are not avid outdoorsmen are fre-
quentw surprised to learn thatthere are a variety
of shaoting sports available to visitors at Expo,
Preserted by Cabela’s, this is where the novice
can try his hand and the experienced shooter
can hone his skills. Equipmznz s provided; all you
have  do is show up! All participants in the
shootirg sports are required to first take a brief
safety arientation.

The jateway to most of the shooting sports is
the air gun. This Olympic sJotis a great way to
orient the beginner to the tasics of shooting:
firearm safety, muzzle control and sight alignment
associzted with rifles. For the novice, airgunis a
greatway to gain canfidenc 2 while having fun and
maste-ng the fundamenta s. The Air Gun Chal-
lenge s a timed event where one shoots at five
round metal silhouettes. Once all five metal tar-
getsfal, the clock stops. An excellenttime is a lit-
tle ovet one second. The world record is under
one second! How fast can you shoot?

Locazed near the air gun renges is one of the
most ir feresting shooting sports, one that harkens
back to the early days of our forefathers: muzzle-
loading firearms. Before today’s modem rimfire
firearms, powder and projectile were hand loaded
inta firearms to be setoff by flin- and steel, At Expo,
you canexperience this same shrill with a modemn
versior of the muzzeloaded Sirearm.

On the high-tech end of the spectrum you can
test your skil: at Laser Shct. You'll be shooting
laser-ezuipped rifles and shotguns at game, trap
and skeat targets. Developed &s a hunter-educa-
tion tool Laser Shothas guic«ly become a favorite
of Expo visitors. You'll find th= Laser Shot booth in
the Outcoor Marketplace.

§ ! life
5 o0y sasaass Today!

Ammunition

"m www.nrahq.org

THE NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION
IS A PROUD SPONSOR OF THE
TExAs WILDLIFE Exro!

Y!]‘BR ROV

STHRTS R},ﬁ

Garland, TX 5001 Bass Pro Drive
(469) 221-2600

Grapevine, TX 2501 Bass Pro Drive
(972) 724-2018
Katy, TX 5000 Katy Mills Circle
(2B1) 644-2200
San Antonie, TX 17907 IH-10 West
(210) 253-8800
Coming Soon ta Pearland, TX

3 Convenient ways to shop!
Call: Click:

1-800 BASS PRO  basspro.com
1-800-227-7776 24 hrs. aday
24 hrs. & day

Come:
Visit one of our
super stores,

BP320860
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"The Callmasters”
1-800-735-8182

|| NOTHING COMES CLOSE.
. EXCEPT TH

~ 4 Join the Obsession at
Www.mossyoak.co

30 * OCTOBER 2007

Shooting Sports & Hunting

For many, the sporting clays at Expo offer the most
excitement. The challenge of hitting the fast-flying
clay bird keeps visitors coming back to try their
hand. There are shooting opportunities for youth
and smaller-sized shooters as well. Certified hunter
education instructors are on hand to help improve
your aim and reliability. How adept can one become
with a shotgun? Be sure to check out one of Expo’s
highlights: Tom Knapp, “The Shooting Star.” In a
word, what Tom Knapp does with a shotgun is
incredible!

Wildlife Data
Management
Systems

Data analysis and tactical
decisions are easier than
ever with Verizon

TRAILBLAZER

Intreducing America’s Youth To Outdoor Sports

www.trailblazeradueniure.org

For those interested in other

shooting sports, archery
and crossbow opportuni-
ties are offered. Bull's-eye
and three-dimensional animal
targets bring realism to the
activity. For archery enthu-
siasts, it's an opportunity
to hone their skills with
seasoned mentors.
Ever pull back on a
crossbow and load
a "bolt"? Your an-
cestors might have;
try it yourself!

What do you get
when you combine
archery with a rod-and-reel?
Bowfishing, of course! This new
sportis sweeping the country and the

bowfishing in Texas is great. It's rot like anything
you've ever fried. Stand on the bow of en air aoat
and see if you can hit one of the tergets that ssmu-
late a fish in the water. It's not sc easy uritil you get
the hang of it, but it's a load of fu1!

Nutrition Health & Supgplies I:
o=~ Hunting & Fishing Li [
John Deere Riding Toys

1300 West Hwy 29 (512 930-4054

40 Years of Pointer and
Retriever Training _
Snake Avoidance Training

WINTER KENNELS
912-263-2416

A MMUNITION

www.winchester.com

HORTON

P HoONE:

Proudly Supporting
Texas Parks & Wilclife!

For iaformation call:
Gayle Carter

(3€1) 972-2166
NRA Foundation |

B Ll E ¥

A Tradition of Shooting Innovation.

=

WWW.]:)riley. com

Proui to Support
: Texas Parks and
& Wildlif2 and the
2007 EXFO

Bird Dog For All Seasons
supports Texas Wildlife EXPO

210-820-3808




Come Visit the
Host of Fishing &
Hunting Texas
Wade Middleton

At the 2007
Texas Wildlife
Expo.

www.fishingandhuntingtexas.com

| o i

“ - - Rody Best

| *RETHIEVERS
512-843-9598

www.bestretrievers.com

Lone Star
Bowhunters
Association
www.lonestarbowhunter.com

Travis County 4-H

ySAooting Sports

SeaWorld’s Chris Bellows, sponsored by
Anheuser-Busch, returns to the Expo Main Stage
with his Amazing Animals show, an Expo favorite.
Fast-paced, entertaining and educational, the
presentation focuses on the adaptability of ani-
mal species.

Bellows is Curator of Birds and Director of
Animal Programs for SeaWorld San Antonio.
His daily responsibilities include overseeing
the park's bird collection, as well as the Belu-
ga and Sea Lion Interaction Programs. He also
manages animal training staff and the health,
maintenance and conditioning of the park’s col-
lection of animals for the Animal Encounters Team.

Master Falconer John Karger, founder and
director of Last Chance Forever, the Bird of Prey
Conservancy, is a perennial favorite at Expo.
Since the first Expo in 1992, John has exhibited
raptors and presents two flight demaonstra-
tions daily to educate visitors about birds of
prey. These raptors include hawks, owls, fal-
cons, vultures and eagles.

Last Chance Forever (LCF) is dedicated to
helping sick, injured and orphaned birds of prey
so that they may return to their natural habitat.
Since its founding in 1978, each year LCF
receives between 150 and 300 birds inte its care.
Between 65 and 80 percent of these injured birds
are successfully returned to nature. Birds that
are deemed non-releasable and are not suffering
physical pain are utilized as educational ambas-
sadors and provided permanent sanctuary atthe

Lok canipie sl Salattonin. Performance Worth the Price

www.benelliusa.com

“The Shooting Star,” Tom Knapp, has graced
Expo’s grounds for the last several years and
continues to amaze with his incredible talent
with a shotgun. Recognized as one of today's
greatest exhibition shooters, Tom travels the
globe thrilling countless shooters with his
seemingly impossible feats with shotguns.

Tom has appeared on numerous national and
local TV networks since 1987 and is currently
appearing on two major national networks. Tom

-onservancy -
t us at Expo!!
_ 1210)499-4080
"www lastchanceforever.org

ILDING SUPPLY")’

continued on page 34
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List of Exhibitors

Texas State Rifle Association
Premier Second Amendment
Defense Organization in Texas
Protecting Texas Gun Rights since 1919.

TSRA.com

H owever you enjoy the outdoors,
you're going to need gear.
The Outdoor Marketplace is your one-
stop shopping opportunity at Expo.
Whether it's a hat, binoculars, a firearm
or rod and reel, you'll find it here. And
don't forget those keepsakes to remind
you of the special times you've spent in
the Texas Outdoars: art, photographs,
even jewelry can all be found in the
Outdoor Marketplace. Here is a partial list
of this year's exhibitors.

Discover the ﬁa’tufal Beauty of Baytown!

BAYTOWN NATURE CENTER

6213 Bayway Drive

The Bavtown Nature Center is a 450-acre peninsula surrounded by Burnet Bay,
Crystal Bay and Scott Bay Operated by the City of Baytown, the natue center is a site
on the Great Texas Coastal Birding Trail, and is home to more than 300 species of birds
who depend on this area for migration, feeding or nesting. But this recreated wetland
is not just for the birds. Numerous animals also call the nature center home.
In addition, it’s an impertant nursery area for a variety of aquatic species,

including fish, shrimp and crabs.,

This former residential subdivision now offers picnic shelters, fishing piers,
two pavilions, an education stage, two wildlife overlooks and birding blinds. There’s
also a butterfly garden, walking and biking trails and a children’s nature discovery area.

The Baytown Nature Center is open to the public daily year round, except for
Christmas Day and during extreme inclement weather. Gates open 30 minutes before
sunset and close 30 minutes after sunset. Daily and annual passes are available for
individuals and families. For more information contact us at (281) 420-5360.

WWW.BAYTOWN.ORG
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EXHIBITORS

1379 - Athletic Wear for Active Kids ............ 401C
ACMTractorSales ... ... .. ... 118
Ag Workers Mutual Auto Insurance ........... 3258
Alicias ACCBSSOMABS ©. oo i 104
AmericanBIR0 341B
American Redsmiths .................... 439C, 441C
AMSOIL “The First in Synthetics” .............. 236A
Anheuser-Busch ... 402C
Aransas Pass Chamber of Commerce ......... 5150
Arrowdynamic Solutions ...................... 418C
Audiology Diagnostic Clinic. ................... 403C
Austin Canoe & Kayak ..................... 108, 110
Austin Cotton Company ..............c....o... 122
Baytown Nature Center / Wetlands Education Center .. 430C
Beaumont/Port Arthur CVBs ................... 404C
Becoming an Outdoors Woman ............... 507D
BenellehlSA o2 o e 229A
Big Fish Bowf