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A legend of the West.
The last wild herd in Texas now has a new chance

at Caprock Canyons State Park.
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AT ISSUE

From the Pen of Andrew Sansom

e

promise of fall and eventually cooler weather, and the coming of Texas Wildlife

I always look forward to September. I'm sure it’s a combination of things: the

Expo. But as much as anything else, September is the time of the teal.

[ love to be out in the marsh with good dogs and good friends when the teal come in.
They fly and even sound like little jet planes as they swoop in and around the blind,
and pursuing them is the first and most sporting of the rituals of waterfowl hunting,
which in Texas continues all the way into March.

dd

The waterfowl
spectacle in the Texas
wetlands and skies is

unequaled in its ability
to astound, inspire and
provide transcendent
satisfaction to hunters
and birders alike. And
it’s getting better

all the time.

In fact, the waterfowl spectacle in the Texas wetlands and skies
is unequaled in its ability to astound, inspire and provide
transcendent satisfaction to hunters and birders alike. And it’s
getting better all the time. All but two species of ducks have
shown significant increases in the past years and, thanks to good
management and the superb efforts of Ducks Unlimited, goose
populations continue to grow as well.

Ironically, and tragically, the successes of waterfowl
management during the past decade or so have set the stage for
one of the most serious environmental catastrophes of our
generation. This year, more than 3 million snow geese will wing
their way to the Gulf Coast ahead of the advancing winter.
While an abundance of water and food supplies is available to
sustain the birds on the southern end of the journey, the
enormous population of snows is now two to three times the
number that can be supported by available food supplies and
habitat in the breeding grounds of northern Manitoba. The best
data we have indicate that more than 135,000 acres of
irreplaceable Arctic habitat have been damaged and as much as
66 percent of that may well be destroyed.

Although biologists has been advising public wildlife
institutions to address this issue since it was first publicized in
Téxas Parks & Wildlife magazine’s predecessor, Texas Game &
Fish, in February 1957, it was not undil 1994 that federal, state
and private organizations and agencies seriously began to do so.
That delay was unconscionable, and loss of critical habitat
continues to this day.

Now, in September, the birds begin to arrive, and strategies to bring their numbers in
to a level more commensurate with the carrying capacity of the habitat are once again
mired in bureaucracy. This magnificent wildlife resource is one of our most precious
treasures and it, along with the landscape upon which it depends, will soon suffer a
true ecological disaster unless we quickly begin taking deliberate steps to prevent it.

— P rews Sairree

TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE MISS_:ION_STATEMENT:

To manage and conserve the natural and cultural resources of Texas
for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.
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Houston, Texas
at Katy Mills

at} Mitls Make sure veu elso visit
the Erand-new Katy Mills, #
locatad right next to
Outdoor World!

i

Grapevine, TX!
Next time you're in he
Dallas/Fort Worth ar=a, make
sure and visit Bass Fro Shops
Outdoor World of Grapevine
Mills, just minutes north of
DFW International Airport.

Bass Pro Shops
Outdoor World is
all set to land in
the Katy Prairie!

Sauth Texas, hold on to your hats, Just m nutes from
Haustor: is a 126,000-square-foot outdoars extrava-
genza unlike anyth ng you've ever seen before.
Introcucing Bass Pro Shops Outdoor World-Katy
Mills! Inside Outdcor World, you'll find te area’s
izgest selection of hunting and fiching gear under
cne o7, Nobody else even comes close, Plus, with
cur massive camping, boatng, backpacking, apparel,
ad golf departments, we've got something to please
every outdoor entfusiast. But a visit to Outdoor
\world is much mo-e than a shopging trip. It's an
esperience like no other, with incredible waterfalls,
gant aq.ariums, stanning wildlife mounts, indoor
$100t ng ranges, ar: electronic arcece, and more!
E.erywhere you tun, there's a new and exciting
adventure waiting for you!

$o get ready, Houston. Because

The World's Greatest Outdoor
Store opens in October!

The Woodlands ]
e

\
Katy “':-"- &

o
\
E

Santa Fe

We're Eus to Find!

I-1¢ and Katy- Ford Bend Road
500 <aty Mills Circle, Suize 415, Katy, TX
1281) 292-3121 wwwomdoor\mﬁdcon




Kay Charter,

bam in 1939, in
da

e in history
from the
Un:versity of
California at Szan
Diego. Ten yeass 8
ago, she and her husband built a
hemestay inn en Grand Traverse Bay in

IN THE FIELD

ncrthern Mich.gan. Cenzern over
dc::lining wng_bird p()puhd(ms
couple to sell the property in 19¢
to build a new hom -
m'xed habitat, which

as a sanctuary for |

Edwin H.
Caoper, 69,
who writes this
month’s
“Legend, Lore
anc Legacy”
column about e
pinaeering Texas mamralegist William
B. Davis, is a native of San Marcos and
thz holder of a BS in wi dl fe
management. In 1992, Cooper retired
after 37 years as an adminiztrator at his
alma marter, Texas A&M. v.here, he
savs, as dean of admiss -ns and records
betaeen 1972 and 1987, k= signed the
dinlomas of 90,121 stezenvs. Today he
wrizes for newspapers in Hearne,
Fraaklin and Llano, from kis home in
Rebertson County.
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~ GREAT FUN IN THE
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Texas’ largest hunting,

fishing, camping, wildlife,

rock climbing, birdng,

mountain biking, archery,

paddle sports, muzzleloading,
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archeology, crosshow,

fiving history, marine life,
sporting clays, game calling,
airgun, law enforcement,
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boating safety, wildscape, water,
wild game cooking, fly fishing,
international, educational,

family, outdoor consumer show.
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Presented by
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Free to the Public,
Free Parking and Shuttle
Open 9 to 5 daily
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Picks, Pans and Probes from Previous Issues

y now, nearly everyone on our staff has had a bit of summer
R&R, and returning, refreshed, we've been polishing the

upcoming editorial calendar.

Thankfully, you readers are quite a vocal bunch, and we
receive dozens of letters each month letting us know what you

like — and just as important, what you don't. We use these
letters as guideposts to steer our course as we continue to seek
common ground among hunters and non-hunters alike.
Recently, with the emphasis on hunting in the August issue
(and this one as well), we are hearing more frequently from
those of you wha are non-hunters. In the spring months, when
our editorial coverage leans more toward birding, hiking and
camping, we'll hear from hunters that the magazine is straying
too far from its mission.

But we're not, I think; our mission is central to both camps.
This magazine has always done an eloquent job of explaining
hunting ethics aad hunting’s role in conservation to non-
hunters, and it is crucial to the conservation of Texas’ rapidly
vanishing habitat that we continue to do so. Just as important,
this magazine hes also held up a marchless mirror to Texas’
natural beauty — so greatly treasured by naturalists, and often
to their surprise, by a great number of hunters as well. More
than 80 percent of this magazine’s operating revenues are
derived from your subscrip[ion payments and, without
consistently pleasing you, we would have simply ceased
To exist.

So what do we have in store for you in upcoming issues?
More paddlesports, launching with a feature on specialty
rafting excursior:s next month. Paddling is the fastest-growing
outdoor sport ir: Texas today, and in future issues we'll explore
both birding and fishing the bays from sea kayaks, as well as
“river ratting” in kayaks, canoes and rafts. Look for more
cycling, both road biking and mountain biking, for

recreational riders and hard core enthusiases alike. John Ostdick will update
us on Dallas warer rights in November, and John Graves delivers his next
installment of Texas Rivers, the Pecos, for the December issue (he’s working
on the Llano next). Because of numerous requests, we will be planning
more photo essays in the upcoming months, as well. There’ll be camp
cooking, rod building, weather reading and dog training: a little something
for everyone. Bi-ding will continue to be a focus, as will hunting, fishing

and, of course, our state parks.
Stay tuned!

Upcoming features?
Many are activities
you can sample at
this year’s Texas
Wildlife Expo,
October 2-3, at TPW
headquarters. Please
plan to attend, and be
sure to stop by the
magazine booth
and say “hey!”

Sittin’ On the Dock of the Bay

hanks for the cover story on

Galveston’s scenic piers. What

a joy to finally know about
them. I'm looking forward to trying
them soon.

Are there any TPW
fishing piers on the Gulf
Coast or Texas Lakes? It
would be great to have a
list of them. I do not
own a hO'x](., Elnd am not
too happy with shoreline
ﬁshing. So, a pier is my
preferred place to fish.

By the way, the June
'99 issue was great. I'm
going to try both fresh
and saltwater fly fishing.
It’s nice to know that
you can do it all right
here in Texas!

In closing, I've always
said that if it’s not in the
great State of Texas it’s
probably not worth
seeing or doing. Your
magazine bears
testimony to that every
month.

= G. Woodson Hebert, [

SusaN L. EBERT replies:

Unfortunately, there is no
official list of fishing piers on the Texas
coast, although it would indeed be nice
to have such a list! If you or a friend
have internet access, try searching
<www.tpw.state.tx. us/parkiparklist. htm>
Jor ‘fishing piers.” TPW field staff, in
the area you plan to fish, are also a good
source to locate fishing piers and/or
Jetties. Nice to hear you're taking up fly
fishing, and be on the lookout for a
Jeature on fishing the jetties coming up
in the next year!

S22 31l3 '
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MAIL CALL

Making His Views Public e enjoyed your SPCCial on
am compelled to comment on the \q R / Texas forts in the July
Iarricle “Once in a Lifetime,” 1999 issue. We are

(July 1999). 1 challenge the notion ~ reenactors and have traveled the Forts
that the hunting program at Mason Trails to visit most of the forts in

Mountain Wildlife Management Area Te)?as. When I got to page‘33 (“Fort
is public. The condition of guided Griffin”) I thought the unidentified

hunts wich full accommodation Civil War group looked familiar and
service by a “staff” has no place in after a closer look realized it was my
public hunting unless the hunter son and the Texas Volunteer Militia
L ek Al e o Reenactment Group. This picture was
Although the need o restrict taken about five years ago; we are not

sure of the date.

I would like to give you the
information on them for your files, as
they put a lot of hard work and
money into these reenactments so
that the public may know how it was
done in the Civil War days. It’s like
walking through a history book
: instead of reading it.

G Doug Miller Shown in your article are the
Pinehurst  Texas Voluntary Militia Reenactment
Group from Killeen, Texas,

Your Own Foris Trail Tour Gulde portraying the 6th U.S. Dismounted
Cavalry. The men in the column

lease remind your readers that
the Texas Forts Trail experience hf;re :}r)e: Barfield. Kill
is showcased in a free brochure, DE i;nl{ ar Ile('li :Misa
as described in “Guardian of the 5 J('ﬂa 'C;?:;lsr’) Lcell
Western Frontier,” (September 1998) Tim \ngl Salad
and provided by the Texas Historical i St
Commission (THC). Bruce S‘;;f““’ Temple
In addition to these eight 19th Sanga(njow;iselz)m e
century forts showcased in “Frontier Kevin St ki TP |
Forts,” (July 1999), the Texas Forts szvuz: ((i)c }_‘;y’ kem}[{) = B
Trail region includes Albany’s Old Jail i TO ly, S:;i zr S
Art Center, Eldorado’s Woolen Mill JC':HY Ba}’ Sl § io
Gad Caban sl k. ary Breniger, Belton
?)2ssur;d£r$;dil::1crdcu s Charlie VanBibber, Killeen
The Texas Forts Trail is the pilot T (a\[}d }];,l'sbl;mthﬁ){iu
project of the THC's Texas Travel if_?l alil ! l‘fr Y " eet]
Trails Program, a regional heritage e lor I gt
tourism initiative. During the next S s S Bt

hunter numbers is clear, I think that
hunting on state lands in Texas
should be permitted on an individual
(do-it-yourself) or guided basis as the
hunter chooses. The precious few
state lands we have access to should
be managed for the benefit and
enjoyment of all Texas citizens.

few years, the THC plans to = Georgia L. Barfield
iﬂtroduce Dther [favel rrails arDUHd

the state, each offering a new In Deep Water Between a Rock
perspective to touring Texas. and a Hard Place

To receive a free brochure, call the I : d e
Abilene Convention & Visitors thgor;grnrr:;nre? i a‘ﬁ
Bureau at 800-727-7704 or the San R

, : % enjoyed the article on fly
Angelo Convention & Visitors fishing the Texas rivers by Ray Chapa
Bureau at 800-375-1206. You also

e e in your June 1999 issue. Having
can order via the internet a
fished from as far north as Alaska to

<www.thc.state.tx.us> or by writing £
T e e as far south as Peru, I was eager to try
to the Texas Historical Commission :
my hand at one of the many Hill

e R Country rivers. The article came in
78711-2276. just in time, as my family and [ were
Monigue Maffir  planning a trip to the Hill Country
Texas Historical Commission  for the Memorial Day weekend. We

.. a favorite .

forbirders
u‘safmntukef»xf oz
- over 250 bird species. Fort Arthur

~ betn a bird sanctuary ¢ (
mm
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Warm dzys and cool nights make fall
the perfect season to head for the
Hill Ccuntry River Recion. Play in
our rivers, go horsetack riding or
participa:2 in the Texas River Reg on
Classic, Texas' newest Cycling
event on October 16, 1999. Call us
today or visit our webs te ¢ register
for the event and receive lodg ng
information.

~ Vacation Reason far Every Secson
www.t2xhillcountryvacation.com

800-210-0380

Nl S

your sol desire.

G
Q j?ﬂ
D -

G/
€ ( ) bs{n..

* Hummer Bird Celebration

* Great Texas Coastal Bend..
comes alivz with over
400 species of perma-

neni & visifing birds

* Celebraficn of Whooping
Cranes & Other Birds

Corpus Chris:i's favorite beachfront concominiums.

For special rates call 1.800.242.3291
Fax 361.883.7537 www.villa-delsol.cem
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MAIL CALL

chose Utopia on the Sabinal River
where we spent three days staying at
a place called the Gingerbread House
run by the Hillis.

Taking the advice from the article
on how to access the river, we drove
upriver from Utopia and entered the
river at the first low-water crossing
some four miles north of town. We
parked on the road’s edge and pur in
below the bridge. As we went along
we encountered numerous obstacles,
natural and man-made dams,
bridges, shallow water, brush piles,
fallen trees and wire fences, all of
which had to be walked over, around
or through. Many times we had o
walk in the river. On one occasion
an irate landowner informed us we
were trespassing. She told us her
property line ran to the middle of
the river and we were trespassing on
her property the minute we set foot
on the river floor. I asked if we were
not on the Sabinal River, and she
said yes. I then told her we had nort
stepped foot on shore. She said we
were still trespassing. I told her we
would stay on the opposite side of
the river and we floated away.
Needless to say the rest of the trip
down river was less than 100 percent
enjoyable. Had it not been for
beauty and tranquility, the trip
would have been a waste.

Maybe you could enlighten your
readers in more detail on what
exactly is trespassing from a public
river. Was the landowner right? In
the future how do we address such
obstacles along the rivers? Are wire
fences through public rivers legal?
And finally, are landowners liable for
injuries that may occur going over
obstacles that they place on public
land or rivers?

= Dario Gutierrez, [

MELISSA PARKER, Resource
Protection, replies: Thank you for
your comments. Unfortunately, your
unpleasant experiences have been
encountered by many people and are
the result of conflicting laws that date
as far back as the original Spanish
land grants through the Republic of
Texas to modern times. Because the
answers to the questions you addressed
are very convoluted and complex, they

cannot be answered properly in a
general format such as a response letter
[rom the editor. In order to get a
detailed breakdown of river laws and
established legal precedents, please refer
to a paper entitled “Overview of Laws
Regarding the Navigation of Texas
Streams, with Selected References to
Statutes, Cases, and Other Materials,”
which is located at

<world.std.com/ - reichert/jr_title. htm>
Hopefully, this paper will help
Jacilitate a better understanding of
river issues, and your next trip will be
mitch more enjoyable.

One Potato, Two Potato, Three?
Ihave a question about the

chowder recipe in “Soupfish,”

(July 1999). One of the items in
the soup is three potatoes, but in the
making of the soup it does not tell
you what to do with the potatoes.

What I did was dice them,
parboil them and add them with the
fish. It was good. I'm sure somebody
has told you about this by now.

Chris Williams
Roanoke

RoBB WALSH replies: Oops! You're
right. The potatoes should be diced
and added along with the herbs and
reserved fish.

N




neighbors say, is overpowering,
Stevens and his wife, Linda, an

them because, quite frankly, it is a
life-threatening problem; my wife’s
asthma is aggravated by the
presence of the birds.”

For the past three years, Decatur
has dealt with egret rookeries by
using air-cannon noisemakers to
scare the birds away before they
started nesting. Their first use
produced mixed results. Last year,
the noisemakers
kept the birds
from settling in.
When they
returned in April
of this year, they
moved a few
blocks from their
earlier locations
and setup a
rookery across
from the Stevens’
house.

“The problem

with these birds,”

birds and bird droppings on his
Main Street lawn, and more than
once, his air—conditi{ming units have been
clogged by feathers. Stevens lives across the
street from three acres of woodlands thar are
now occupied by a catte egret rookery. The
stench of more than 40,000 birds, he and his

administrative and financial secretary for the
First Baptist Church of Decatur, are living a
homeowner’s nightmare, waiting for the time
to pass. “1 have no desire to destroy the
birds,” Stevens says, “I just want to move

Rick and Linda
Stevens hope
the city will
remove trees
from a cattle
egret rookery
near their home
when the birds

NEWS AND VIEWS IN THE TEXAS OUTDOORS

NO REGRETS i» DECATUR

ick Stevens, an insurance agent in
Decatur, frequently finds dead

city administrator Brett Shannon says, “is that
once they find a place to establish « rooxery,
the only way to keep them from ccming back
to the same spot the next season is to clzar
the brush out and alter the habitar.’

Monty Fitzgerald, Decatur’s animal control
officer, points out that under federa.
guidelines to protect migratory species,
nothing can now be done about th= rockery
until the nesting season is over. “All of the
hatchlings will leave the nests by mid-
September, probably, and the birds will leave
the rookery by the first cold spell, tsually in
early October,” Fitzgerald says. Afte- the
hatchlings leave, the U.S. Fish and Wilclife
Department can issue a permit to bualldoze
the rookery site.

“We want to avoid what happened
in Carrollton last year,” Shannon
says. Under similar circumstances,
but without a permit, Carrollten
destroyed an egret rookery _ast Zall; it
was fined $70,000 and orcered to
pay $126,000 for the rehabilitation

of injured birds. “In the beginning,

leave. when we had the problem three

years ago, we
made the rght
decisicn by
contacting the
federal people,”
Fitzgereld says.
“We d.dn't jump
in and make a
rash decisicn.
We a-e still
trying to get this
problzm so.ved
the riz~t way
here.’

Torell Albin

October 7 begins
The Last Maples Leaf Color
Change Report For 1999.

Areccrded massage will
bz updated 2ach Thursday
Akrougt Thanksgiving at

512-389-4£43 91 1-800-702-
1212; select cprion 3, ther 1.
Informaticn al<a is updatad
weekly on tha TPW Wek site
atswww.tpwd state.tx.us/
park/lostmap/fcliage.htm>.

The Last Maples State
‘Natural Area color display
usually begins in late October
and sometimes lasts throtgh
Thanksgiving, depending cn
the weather. Cool, dry
weather produces the best
color. Campsites for
weelends ga quickly; to
reserve a campsite, call the
Central Reservation Center at
512-3B9-8g0c. Parking space
allows only 25a vehicles, 5o
plan yourvisif during the
weelk if possible.

The park is located
86 miles northwest of Sar
An‘onic and Sve miles north
of Wanderpoal of Ranch Rcac
1E7. For furtker information,
call tha park at
830-956-3413.
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Floods are the
leading cavse cf
weather-related
ceaths in Texas.

12 SEPTEMBER 1599

NEW ISLAND
m GALVESTON BAY

giant saad-filled fabric sausages 10 feet in

here is a virgin island rising f-om one

of Galvzston Zay’s most procuctive

flounder fishing spots. I-s 2 1,200-
acre sand anc mud land mass whose levees
stand approx mately eizhr feet above the
water line. It ¢ free cf Huildings a~d free of
plants. It has no nams and there ae no signs
Boate=s who encounzer it are search_ng their
maps and scrarching -heir heacs i~
puzzlzment.

Unlike islaads formed naturally by
volcanic erup on, this island is mar made.
It's one of the chree szl: marshes t-ar will be
created over the next five years by BUG, the
Benesicial Uses Group. a subccmmirtee of ar
Interagency Coordination Team b-caght
togetaer to develop a plan to dispose of the
130 million cubic yarcs of dredge materia’
from the deepzning and widening c* the
Hous:zon Ship Channel.

Its purpose ‘s to uzco some of th= damage
done to Galveson By during the past 40
years Housten and ts surrourding
communities have porped millions of
gallers of greund wazer out of ths land,
causiag the lznd to sink. Additionally, a
wealth of development took full advantage of
bayfront views and convenient boat slips.
The -esult w=s a loss of 30,00C ac-es of
valuable wetlaads.

Tk project calls fzr the replacerent of
118 acres of oyster rze” and the building cf
three marsh zreas that require a totz! of
4,50€ acres of dirt. Fach marsh arza is 1,200
acres — about two square miles. ~he islarcs
will be stabilized by surrounding them wizk

levees, eight-foort clay walls and gzotubes,

diareter Although a mersh project of this
scale nzv=r has been ztrempted, there already
is 2 demorstration ma-sh in the bay.

“We'vz built a 227-acre demonstration
mezrsh ar Atkinson Isfand between Bayport
anvl Barbeurs Cur. that is acting as our
lakoratory,” says [0 2k Gorini, who acts as
project zoordinator.

The project is expznsive. The estimated
cost to the federal gavernment for the oyster
ret “ep.zcement is approximately $19
million.

The BUG projec: :s -he resulc of 1) years
of monthly meetngs involving more than 40
agencizs. Despite this eFort, there still are
some d:sturbing quzstons about the possible
side effects of unda g damage to the
eccsysTem.

For example, ths placement of the 118
acrze cf ovster reef is cr.tical. Accordiag to
Sammy Ray, professzr emeritus at Texas
A&M Uriversity = Gelveston, the oyster
populat-oa may bz a risk.

Oysters are primary o a healthy Galveston
Bav. “Taey are the sase of its food chain.
Taey arz whar holds tae bay togethe:,” says
Aady Sipacz, lead PV biologist for the
project. ““he consmuction of the marshes
dusing 1z enlarger-en- and subsequent
channel maintenanze will bring to an end
th= current pract.cz of anconfined dumping
of dredged material in Galveston Bay. This
and the creation cf vver 4,200 acres of
habitat for shrimg., fish and birds will greatly
benefic che bay.”

Marsha Wilson
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ational estimates have suggested

that Texas is home to

approximately 500,000
migratory bird hunters — 17 percent
of all the migratory bird hunters in the
country. This past hunting season,
TPW certified 650,000 Texas
migratory bird hunters through the
implementation of the Harvest
Information Program (HIP). Though
the HIP figure is probably a little on
the high side, it is testimony to the
success that migratory bird hunting
enjoys in Texas.

HIP is designed to help the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service and stare wildlife
management agencies estimate
migratory bird harvest. This will enable
wildlife managers to set hunting
regulations with better information.
Each year, HIP-certified hunters are
randomly selected for national surveys
to estimate dove, waterfowl and other

migratory bird harvests.

hrough Animals’ Eyesis a

collection of 30 vignettes

written by Lynn Cuny,
executive director of Wildlife Rescue
and Rehabilitation, Inc. Published by
the University of North Texas Press,
this 149-page book chronicles
adventures in animal rescues, with
numerous black-and-white photos of
the principals featured in her stories.

The tales are related simply and

directly, without any overt attemprt at
embellishment. In her efforts to explain

animal behavior, Cuny
is prone to
anthropomorphism.
For example, she
promotes the idea that
animals form the same
bonds with one another
that humans form with
their families, and chat
they share many of the

[NOW WE KNOW:
Texas Migratory Bird Hunters are HIP

TPW staff have been analyzing Texas
first year’s worth of HIP data and the
results are encouraging. For example,
we may have around 70,000 youth
migratory bird hunters in Texas.
Although hunting and fishing activities
typically involve more men than
women, a conservative estimate
indicates that women constitute about
six percent of Texas migratory bird
hunters and that number is rising.

If you plan to hunt migratory birds,
your license clerk will ask some brief
questions about your activity last
season. Upon answering the questions,
you will be HIP-certified. The letters
“HIP” must appear in the appropriate
location on your license. Hunters must
be HIP-certified to hunt dove, ducks,
geese, sandhill cranes, coots, snipe, rails,
woodcock or gallinules.

For more information about HIP, call
512-389-47606.

Allison Arnold

same motivations. This viewpoint is
difficult to support and also difficult to
disprove, so the reader is left to decide.
Cuny’s moving stories are
reminiscent of the popular Sunday
evening Disney programs aired in the
seventies, where viewers were invited to
follow the exploits of a particular
animal as he or she explored the world.
The tone is sentimental and the style
moralistic, but for the world-weary
reader, this collection of rescue and

rehabdltanon triumphs may be just

¢ what the doctor ordcrcd

. Retail price is $19.95. The
book can be purchased
l‘.hrough WRR, with a portion
of each sale benefiting the
sanctuary, for $24.99, which
includes shipping, handling
and tax. For more information
' -698-1709.

Rosie Roegner
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“PEG’'S HUNT”

Six-week-old Peg peers out of aer owaer’s
huntiag coat to greet world-renowned
photographe: David J. Sams. This in-ag: first
appeared on the caver of Ducks Unliited, and
is among their most popu_a- covars

This fire at paster print is 18" x 24" and is
availab € for oaly $25 plus §4 saipaing &
handling. Tz«as residents, please add 8 1/4% sales
tax. Send caeck cr money crder to

TEXAS INPRINT PHOTCGRAPHY, INC.
8588 NORTHWEST PLAZA DR. ETE £315
DALLAS, TX 75225
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Experience the fun anc bzauty of our
Hill Country Rivers. The: hgaQwME's of the
Guadalupe, Frio aniN ava’ you
with feisty river bass and sunfis 'vﬂlld
scenic sLmo Jndlngs k=
Our zzriified-fly “ishinc instructors.
available to refine ycur cast inc sk lls orfo
carefully zoach you in the t:as:cs c gst you
started ir :his great sport ==
It's & graat oppartunity o hori th:se
flycasting skills before you fake trat trip of
a lifetime to some far flung destinatic.
Call today and |2t PICC design a trip
especially for you or your croup.

FICC OUTDOOR COMPANY
1-800-256-5873
E-ma | pice @pizo-outconr.com

wavw.pico-outdoor.com
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SCOUT

BY GIBBS MILLIKEN

BLIND

n today’s harried and hurried
world, even the primitive concept
of concealment is represented by
ready-madz= products. Enclosed,
portable blinds are useful for observing
even the most wary forms of wildlife,
and are a must for serious hunters,
birders, photographers, artists and field
biologists, in part because of their
importance in helping to contain
human scent signatures, Their small
size and weight zllow placement in
areas that have older trophy animals,
migratory waterfowl and furtive birds
like the wild turkey. Well-made, free-
standing units also can be pressed into
service as overnight bivouacs, fishing
lean-tos, dressing cabins, shower stalls
Or even camp privies.

Currently avai able ground blinds
take three general forms: the rall
cylinder, the A-frame, and the cube.
Sizes range from a small, one-person
camera or gun blind to the roomy two-
person guide or archery models. Some
recent designs are shaped like hay
rolls or elongatec to fit over =,
anchored jon boats and
kayaks.

BBK Enterprises of San
Antonio offers two sizes of ground
blind kits. The smallest is a three-
foot, four-inch d.ameter, single-person
cylindrical mode., standing six feet,
eight inches high. It is intended for
wildlife observation, photography and
firearm hunting. The firm’s other
model stands sevzn feet tall, and is 50
inches in diameter, for two people or
one bow hunter. Each kit assembles in
less than five mirutes, has coverings of

airtight, waterprcof nylon with a

14 SEPTEMBER 1999

removable roof, a wide-roof shooting
port and four long, vertical zippered
side windows. All th s equipment folds
down into a compact six-inch by 26-
inch x 19-inch package that weighs
only 13 pounds, anc goes into a
compartment backpack. BBK makes
these units in Advanzage Camouflages, |
Advanrage Wetlands Camoe or Realtree
X-tra® Snow patterns. Prices run from
$149 1o $179.

ICE Blinds (Instant Concealment
Equipment), made by Double Bull
Archery LLC of Monticello,
Minnesota, are intended for wildlife
enthus:asts who are looking for the
ultimate in comfort and durability.
These products, avai able in Skyline
Apparizion™, Realtree Xtras Brown,
Skyline Fall Flight~ end regional
patterns, range in price from $310 to

$425, and in size from the standard
GH500 (five feet, six inches high by
seven feet diameter) at 16 pounds, to
the largest, GHR500 (six feet two
inches high by seven feet diameter), at
18 pounds, with optional roof overhead
viewing/shooting window. Joel
MecMurtrey of Absolute Systems in
Austin, an experienced bow hunter,
characterizes these as the
“Lamborghini” of ground blinds.

A third one-archer/two firearm
model, the PT 200 (five feer, four
inches high, five feet wide, six feet, six
inches long), at 10 pounds, is an A-
shape with a unique “pass through”
camo netting over a large bay window.
The archer can use a compound or
crossbow from a kneeling or seated
position and have the flight of a
conventional broadhead unaffected by
the mesh barrier. ICE Blinds also have
silent windows and a fiberglass rapid
pop-up/down pole system. All the
blinds come with reinforced stake loops
around the base, tie-down connections
on the sides and a matching carry bag,
Larger models from both BBK and
ICE are handicapped accessible.

Currently available ground blinds take three general forms, left to right: the cube,
the tall cylinder and the A-frame. All have a camouflage fabric to match the habitat.

i
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SCOUT

BY DAN MORRISON « ILLUSTRATIONS BY NARDA LEBO

edge well.

The intended use of your knife will
determine how you will sharpen its
blade. If the knife will be used
primarily for chopping, professional
knife sharpeners recommend an edge
angle of 40 degrees. For a fine slicing

edge, the angle should be about 17

n the wilderness, when on which direction to move the knife degrees. Unlike the best cutlery in

survival may be a real blads when sharpening it against the yvour kitchen, the knife you take on
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concern, a knife is your most whe-stone. One holds that you camping outings often will serve

important piece of shotld move the blade away from its multiple purposes; seasoned campers

equipment. A sharp knife is edge. This works and is relatively safe, | prefer to carry two or more knives

the only good knife. Not only is it but zakes a long time. The other with them, usually one with a folding

blade and another one with a fixed
blade.

If you're into making your own

more difficult to cut anything with a scheol holds it is better to move the

dull blade, it’s also more dangerous. blade against the edge, which is

The more pressure you have to apply quicker, although it increases your

to a knife blade, the greater the chances of inadvertently removing the | wilderness tools, a terrific all-purpose

knife can be fashioned from a

chance the knife might slip and cut tips of your fingers. To put the final

something, such as your leg or hand. edge on the knife blade, strop the hacksaw blade. Break off the tip so

For an extended backpacking trip blade up and down on a leather belt, thar the blade is about six inches

you'll need a good whetstone (not awav from the edge. long, wrap leather around one end,

Moving the knife blade away from the edge of the whetstone, left, works fine, but takes a long time. Moving the blade against
the edge, right, is quicker but increases the chance of injury.

wetstone, “whet” means to sharpen by Most of the newer knife blades, and | and sharpen the non-saw side.

rubbing against something). Moisten certainly those of better quality, are Hacksaw blades are carbon steel, so

the stone with oil (inconvenient on mace of tough stainless steel thar is

they take a fine edge.

an extended camping trip), or water resistant to sharpening. For these, you Although a knife is your most

(and hence the confusion between should consider using a stone important piece of gear when you

“whet” and “wet”), or saliva, which is impregnated with millions of tiny venture into the wilderness, it is also

convenient and it works just fine. The | diariond crystals. A carbon steel arguably the source of most injuries

size of your whetstone should be blace tends to rust, which while on camping trips. Treat it with
abour two-thirds the length of your

knife blade.

There are two schools of thought

dramatically dulls the blade's edge; a respect and care. Your momma was

knife with a stainless steel blade is right: you can put someone’s eye out

difficult to sharpen, but it holds an with it.
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ELAINE ACKER

PHOTO © G.

HE <INGFISHER is not the cnly
apparent avian oddity here. There are
loors and pelicans, ducks and geese,
hercas and egrets. grebes, cormorants
anc shoresirds. The area in and around
Balrmorhea hosts an astonisking variety of
bi-ds: more than 300 species have been documented. Most
pauce o rest and refuel during migration, some stop to nest
and raise young, many spend the winte- and a nurber of
th=m ae permanent res dznts.

It is the presence of water that draws so many birds to this
spot in the cesert. The Balmorhea area s blessed with a
nurche: of sorings. Four miles southwest of town, the
largest, fan solomon Sgrings, pumps more thaa 20 million
gallens cf ground water a dzy. Historically, water fiom San
Solomcr and smaller [5ca sp-ings created a vast nerwork of
wetlancs w:th open pords and connectiag streams. These
dese-t wetlznds, called c.enegas, provided a unicue habitat
for many kinds of birds, fish=s and planrs. Kelly Brvan, an
araichologist, is a natu-al zesource manager for Texas Parks
and Wildlife. He believes -hzt the Toyah Valley ance was
dlanketad by an extenced patzhwork of cienegas, and that
those cienegas supportec massive populztions of av:an
migrants ard residents.

[t was the presence of this same water that drew settlers to

SEPTEMEER 1999

the area. Farmers bezan diverting the water for agriculture in
the middle of the last century. Thar practice not only
remains, it will aecessarily continue. In the late 1930s, water
from San Solomron Springs was harnessed in irrigation canals
ard ultimately collected in a reservoir two miles east of town.
This reservoir, known as Lake Balmorhea, stores impounded
water to irrigate farm fields in the spring — a season during
which the Trans-Pecos typically receives liccle rainfall.

Lake Balmorkea a so provides habitat for an abundance of
wintering water-owl and waders as well as a profusion of
migrating shoredirds. In early spring, tundra-nesting Baird’s
saadpipers arrive from wintering grounds in South America
to feed along thz water's edge. They are joined by many other
shorebirds, including Wilson’s phalarope, a species given to
the curious habit of spinning on the water to stir up aquatic
insects on which it fzeds.

When shorebirds returning to Lake Balmorhea join the
variety of overwintering species, the result is a rich and
complex avian mosa.c. To date, more than 100 species have
been documented on the lake and along its shoreline. Bryan
believes that number will rise with constant observation.

“Lake Balmorhea is far more important as a stopover site
than anyone realizes.” he says. “Every day there is a turnover
in species and ir. abundance. Unless an observer is on site at
all times, we have nc way of knowing accurately how



dynamic migration actually i

During the summer, the lake is
important to a number of breeding
birds, including delicate black-necked
stilts that nest on open ground near the
water. [n recent years, hard-to-find
American bitterns have been seen in
dense wetland vegetation at the west end
of the lake; king rails may be nesting
there as well.

Discovery of the rails came as a

1e end of the lake. Hz beliz
these islands and hopes that tkey ultimazely will recognize

them as safer locations in which o ra z

where they are protected fror land preda-ors. Although he is

confident the plovers will use the islands, ke remains cautious
ut loﬂg-[efn] [‘CSUIt;‘

e will have to wa't and see how the islands stand up to
wave action on the lakz,” he savs. © ggest problem
will be the salt cedars; we /e 10 WC hard ro
prevent thzm from taking islands. For oprmum
utilization by the targered species. these islands must stay free

of surface vegetatic
Salt cedar. a higrlv |
tree, is ~he kane of ¢

r-parian corridors. With its veracious

surprise to the
experts, not only
because the bird
are ingly rare
but because they are declining in places

lake’s mos: important wetland species; that distinction
ke snowy plover. This pale, winsome little ball

sandy beacaes along the Gulf Coast where it winte

open mudflats where it often nests.
Snowy plovers place their eggs in shallow “scrape:
depressiors in the sand. They have lost many of their
eas because they nest in habirac that is highly

NY OLOHd 40y

umans for building sites and recreational uses. 2
As a consequznce, this species has declined to dangerously
low numkbers.
mpo_nd.ng the problem is an increase in the number
predatcts that take eggs and nestlings. Plovers are
roung leave the nest soon
0 . Bur the chicks
are unable t fly until they are three to four weeks old,
which provides predators with opportunities to snag them.
Moreover, at lzast one predator, the raccoon, currently is
ulation explosion across the country.
numbers of raccoons increases predat

21l ground-nesting birds and their foraging

£
ging pets and feral cats add to that pressure.

zt Bryan’s suggestion, two islands were built at

7
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apoetite for water, it ro: cnly spreads like a prairie fire in a

is almost imzcssible ro eliminate.
res it als

nest cn thase islands T

far soach zs Brazil ar eds iver and lake shores in the

vell as along both coasts.

ed by
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‘Wi these tiny tezns carrently do not nest around Lake

Balmorhez, they do nesr about 60 miles :
Razservoi

least terns appear at Zalmo

werth of Fort on. However, every

is thar some of these mizrarcs will elect to stay and nest on

the aew is.and habita-.
Nor just the lake, but tke town of
Balmorhez provides a haven for birds.

Tze town itszlf, with its large olc trees,

SEPTEMBER 1999

bossible thar least terns will elect ta

ird, our smallest tern, winters as

at the Imperial
r a few

ea curing migration. The hope
g mig

is a magnet for many migrating neotropical passerines —
songbirds that winter in the tropics and breed in No-th
Aneri e birds are abundant in the arez f-om

through about the m

April

of May, as they pass through en

route 10 their northern nesting grounds.

3almorheans are proud of a road sign thart cauticns
A flocz of wild
turkeys regularly roosts in the yard of a local couple. At

motor sts to be alert for crossing turk

dawn, the birds drop f-om their perches to feed on seed that

has bezn put out for ther by the homeowners. Thz- they

trot through town toward the la
grumkling and gobbling all -he wa
every passing car and bark nz dog,
ay upland species can be found in
the pastures and fielcs outside of town, including =astern
and western meadowlarks and scaled quail. Over tre past
several winters, a golden eagle has hunted fror: a wrility
po'e along a county road north of Balmorhea, and prairie
falcons and merlins cften are seen in similar sertinz
farm fields are flooded, wet meadow species such
faczc ibis or sandhill cranes suddenly appear, and ar times
Fuadreds or even thousands of pipits, sparrows anz
lorgspurs utilize thess seme fields.

Four miles southwest of town, Balmorhea S-ate I*
provdes several significant habitats. The pa
arcund San Solumon Springs, has mature cottonwood
trees. netleaf hackberry and Arizona ash. Components of
tae kistorical landscaoe, planted by the Civiian

Corps _n the 1930s, also include fru -ing
ndbcm plateau liveoax and ornamental juniper
de additional shelter and f«:edmg habltat
The trees fill during mi
crinlzs, vireos and bun[mcﬂ. Near thc entrarce. a lone
csage orange tree is covered with warblers in early }

At least two pairs cf the most brilliant songb rcs on the

continent, painted buntngs, regularly nest i1 :1e park.
also nest here. Summer may find s

hued finches f
ving along the parl’s boundary, Cizher

of these rict ing ir a pa

buttalo grass gr
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“LEARN ABOUT... TEXAS INSECTS!”

n exciting new book now joins Texas Parks & Wildlife Press’ acclaimed “Learn

About ...”series — Learn About Texas Insects! This educational activity book

features the most numerous and easily observed of Texas’ animal residents.
hildren from six to twelve can enjoy the marvelous world of “bugs™ — that great host
f hopping, crawling, flying, and buzzing creatures more properly called insects.

Youngsters can color detailed line drawings of the most common and most
nusual Texas insects. The accompanying easy-to-read text gives important facts
about insects’ roles in nature. Interspersed throughout are instructive games and

uggested activities. BONUS FOLD-OUT! A 17" by 22" coloring poster.

999, Texas Parks & Wildlife Press, 8 1/2 x 11 in., 60 pp., b&w illustrations,
(ISBN 1-885696-27-2, $7.95, paperback
f Also available in this series:
Learn About... Texas Birds
Learn About... Texas Dinosaurs
Learn About... Texas Indians

Order all four books for only $27.00
and save almost $5.00!

Ih,ga‘r'ﬁ!;g’ G . Legn about \ 1‘ EXAS
— o

TITLE OF BOOK QUANTITY  PRICE  AMOUNT

LEARN ABOUT... TEXAS INSECTS $7.95

TG LEARN ABOUT... TEXAS BIRDS $7.95

RS LEARN ABOUT... TEXAS DINOSAURS $7.95
LEARN ABOUT... TEXAS INDIANS $7.95

CITY STATE ZIP SUBTOTAL
TEXAS RESIDENTS PLEASE ADD .0825 SALES TAX

DAYTIME PHONE PLEASE ADD $2.95 SHIPPING & HANDLING PER BOOK
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED BY CHECK OR MONEY ORDER:

MAIL TO: TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE PRESS, 3000 SOUTH IH-35, SUITE 120, AUSTIN, TX 78704



AN AR ITAN @ BT

nesting species include both Bullock’s and orchard orioles
and that delightful denizen of desert scrub, the bold and
curious cactus wren. Native plants like catclaw mimosa,
mesquite, creosotebush and whitebrush provide home for
resident verdin and black-throated sparrows.

The most exciting habitat in the park is the recently
recreated San Solomon Cienega, which was funded by a
partnership that included a number of state and federal
agencies, local agriculturalists and town leaders. This
restoration was undertaken to provide habitat for two rare
fish, the Pecos gambusia and the Comanche Springs
pupfish, as well as other wildlife that once thrived in the
area. Today, densely packed cattails growing in the shallows
offer cover and habirar for species that had all but
disappeared from the area. Last summer witnessed the first
documented nesting of pied-billed grebe in 66 years, and
two years ago a Virginia rail was found among the cattails.

Manager Tom Johnson, an avid and able birder, has
added many birds to the park’s list, including four
hummingbird species not previously known to occur in the
area. It was Johnson who discovered and monitored the
nesting buntings. Not long after he arrived at the park, he
located a pair of great horned owls incubating eggs high in
the hollow trunk of a broken tree
near the springs. The owls have
nested successfully for seven of the
last eight years. These birds now are

he says. “The truth i, birding is good here
all year long.”

Birdwatchers, er.ce tho. ght 07 as an odd
lot primarily populated b little old adies in tweed skirts and
sensible shoes. now are resresentzd by eoxle of both sexes
and all ages who yearn for 2 renewec connection with the
natural world. The popular_ty of this pasti=e is grow:ng
across the continent, As the ranks cf birde-s swell.
3almorhea residents will fird therzselvzs hosting an
increasing numbzr of visito:s seex r.g to discover the wealth
of avian oferings thriving i1 their desert ccmmurity. %

KAy CHARTER cnd her pusband, tim. lve en 47 acres in
northern Mickigar, which they maaage as a sanctucry for

migrating and nesring songbirds. They spend their winters
birding in Texas.

so accustomed to people coming to photograph, videotape

or simply watch that they barely raise an eyelid when yet
another visitor happens along. After fledging, the young
often can be seen roosting in trees next to the park office.

Johnson has a passion for birds, and takes pleasure in
sharing his knowledge with others. Virtually every Saturday
of the year, he leads a birding tour of the park and nearby
Phantom Cave Springs. He hopes to be able to expand that
tour to include the lake and two other local springs.

“If you spend time birding at the park and out at the lake
during spring migration, you should be able to see up to
150 species ... but winter might provide almost that many,”

E SEPTEMBER 1999
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TEXAS WILDLIFE EXP®is held at Texas Parks and Widlife P Anglers

headquarters, and provides hands-om participatory mitdoors activities to
Texas families on the first weekend in October.

| EA FRESHWAIER Fi . educates
visitors om aspects of freshwater ecosystems, and serves as a largemouth
bass hatchery. Anheuser-Busch sponsored the TFFC's 75,000 gallen “theater
aqmarium.”

t ANHEUSER-BUSCH, INC., a love for

the great outdoers has bean a family

tradition for more than a century. With
this commitment to conservation
and wildlife preservation, Anheuser-
Busch supports these Texas
conservation programs — so that
Texas families, for generations to
come, can enjoy outdeor recreation
all across the great state of Texas.

teaching conservation, or assisting in the

restoration of largemouth bass and red drum,

share prize specimens with TPW staff in these successful restockings of largemouth
bass and red drum, securing Texas’ place as the premsier angling destination.

THE GREAT TEXAS BIRDING CLASSIC is the longest,
wildest Wirding event in the world, promofing mature teurism and raising tens of
thousands of dallars each year for coastal avian habitat.

Whether we’re helping preserve coastal habitat,

our commitment to Texas’
conservation runs deep.
Anheuser-Busch is proud to

contribute to the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Foundation, a nonprofit
organization, in support of the above i

programs.
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i There are ordinary

".'}jﬁes, and then there's
the extraordinary
Blaser R93, the bolt-
actr’o.nlri'fle of the

future. The unigue,

9 INNOVATIVE PATENTS

revolutionary désign g 6 PDIFFERENT
of the R93 incorporates : -
one of the most inge-
nious modular barrel %
systems in the world, e - :
allowing multi-caliber _. % T HE B L A S E R R 93_ :
“versatility simply by :
' switching companents.
With a simple, quick TRULY A NEW WAY OF THINKING.
take-down design,
caliber changes can
be accomplished in a
matter of moments,
all without sacrificing
. 'performance or accuracy.
Its straight pull-back,
zero-lift bolt is the
fastest and simplest
‘of all repeating actions.
And, a remarkable
“Radial Locking System*®
‘treates strength and
rigidity of full 360°
locking contact. A
paten ted sear-free
trigger mechanism
: prbvides exceptionally
sharp, crisp trigger
: p_’u_U,‘ and high-grade,
-_ h'a'm_mErﬁfor-ged steel
:l_;ar_}els are free floated
_. . r_;urrsurpassed ac‘c_hracy.
..ngﬁoﬁ, the BIaserRQ.? '

is simply: the best. Limited
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To date, the Texas
Prairie Wetlands
Project, an innovative
partnership among
government agencies,
a private organization
and Texas landowners,
has helped 149
landowners from
Orange to Brownsville
establish 16,508 acres
of wetlands as winter
habitat for waterfowl.

— | m——mm———

AL

LRty

ecades ago, flights of

ducks darkened win-

ter skies on the Texas

coastal prairie. The

sun rose and set to a
symphony of babbling, gabbling,
squealing and whistling mallards, teal,
pintails, widgeons, canvasbacks and
redheads feeding in wetlands scattered
everywhere.

But during the 1980s and early
1990s, duck populations in North
America plummeted from their his-
toric highs of just a few years earlier.
Prolonged drought on the breeding
grounds, combined with urbanization,
agricultural production and industri-
alization, all have contributed to the
population decline by reducing avail-
able wetlands throughout the flyway.

In response, the governments of
Canada, the United States and
Mexico developed the North

3

American Waterfow] Management
Plan. Its goal is to restore duck num-
bers to the levels of the 1970s. The
Gulf Coast Joint Venture, a coalition
of citizens, government agencies and
organizations, was formed to put a
plan into action along the Gulf Coast
from Alabama to Texas.

In Texas, where some 97 percent of
the land is privately owned and where
the bulk of ducks in the Central
Flyway overwinter, success or failure
of the program depends on the
involvement of private landowners.
The Texas Prairie Wetlands Project

Following the harvest, below, winter
flooding of croplands makes waste
grains such as rice available to ducks.
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“For Texas style goose hunting, Farm Form’s
Waddler is the best decoy made.” Larry Gore,

Eagle Lake and Katy Prairie Outfitters, Katy, TX.
Pro-Hunter Specials: 6 de

Custom HJLI‘-.'* <

6 doz. Waddlers

shippit

heck, M.O
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was created to support the Gulf Coast
Joint Venture by helping private
landowners protect, restore, enhance
or create wetlands through technical
advice and financial assistance.

The Texas Prairie Wetlands Project
is sponsored by Texas Parks and
Wildlife, Ducks Unlimited, the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Natural
Resources Conservation Service and
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Ed
Ritter, regional biologist for Ducks

Unlimited, coordinates the work of
the partners. Projects are designed to
provide food, cover, water or sancru-
ary for ducks, with the aim of sending
them back north to their nesting
grounds in the best possible physical
condition for reproduction. “The
wintering habitat on the Gulf Coast is
just as important as the nesting habi-
tat in the northern United States and

Canada,” says Ritter.

The program offers landowners sev-
eral options for ways to provide duck
habitat. Winter flooding of harvested
croplands makes waste grains such as
rice, corn, soybeans or milo available
to ducks. Many unfarmed fields,
when flooded for part of the year, will
grow high-quality natural food for
ducks. Water management can
improve the productivity of natural
wetlands or restore altered ones.
Sanctuaries where no hunting is
allowed provide important refuges
where ducks can rest.

Landowners who take part in the
program receive free project design

Pintails and other
wintering ducks will
benefit from improved
habitat created by
the Texas Prairie
Wetlands Project.
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Nikion Monarch UCC
The New Standard in Hunting Optics

100% Waterproof /Fogprect/Shockproof
¢ Ubkra ClearCoat® optics delivzr 95%
light transmission
e Stzelto-brass /: MOA posiive v
click retic e adjustments %
¢ Strong, lightweight one-piez2
main bodv tube construction
Lifetime Limited Warranty

5.5-16.5x44A0

Matte $379.99
ltem 23-865-625-00

o Handturn adjustments
e Nixoplex™ reticle

3-9x40 Matte $289.99
Item 23-893-405-02

s  Nixoplex™ reticle

2-7x32 Matte $279.99
Item 23-893-405-02

¢ Nikoplex™ reticle

FREE JACKET WITH PURCHASE
Aug. 1- Dec. 31, 1999

Buy cny Monarch® UCC® Sczpe,

get a Realtree® Hardwoods™ Jackst FREE with
manufacturer’s mail-in coupon enclosed with shipment
A 579.99 Retuil Valwe

Shipping & Handling Additional » Limit } per household

Monarch® ATB™ 10x40 $299.99
Item 73-896-285-02

* Nkon's Al Terrain Hunting Einocular
» Aaterprcof /Fogproof /Shockproof
* Bright, clear, multi-
coated optics
e 25-year limited
warranty

CALL!
1-800-BASS-PRO
(1-800-227-577¢) U.S. & Canada Only
Key Cade N924

Shipping ac Handling Additional
Prices exgire 12/21/99




GOOSE HUNTERS!

We offer the BEST Goose Huntirg an tma Texas
Gulf Coast. Qutstanding Waterfow. Hu1zing, awey
from the crowds. 80 miles southwes= o° Hvustan.

* Morning hunts for Geese, Duck a1c
Sandhill Crane

* Afternoon hunts on Bay Flate fer Pittail,
Redhead, Widgeon and Tea.

* Upland game hunts for Quail Paeasant,
and Chukar

® Morning Teal / Afternoon Dove Funz
in September

* Affordable package hunts irclude ledying,
breakfast, morning hunt, b rc 2-oczesirg
and freezing

* Send or call for a FREE color Erockure

(800) 242-1374
P.0. Box 35378, Houston, TX 77235-5378
email: mladnier@texas-goose-hurting.zom
Internet: www.texas-goose-FLrtinc.com

ISHING

Fregh (% Saltwater

J

Located on IH-10
near the Texas-
Louisiana border,
Orange lies on the
banks of the
beautiful fish- =
filled Sabine
River. Justashort
cruise away, you
will find Sabine -
Lake and the Gulf of Mexico fcr axzellent
salt-water angling. For fishirg fun and
excitement, call or write for aur ‘ree
brochure.

1012 Green Ave. © Orange, TX 77630
1-800-528-4906
Fax 409-886-3247
E-Mail: orgcvb@exp.net
www.org-tx.com/chamber
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and management advice and can be
reimbursed up to 75 percent of con-
struction costs, up to a maximum of
$10,000 during any one calendar year.
Projects are required to remain func-
tional for at least 10 years.
Landowners who agree to mainrtain
projects for longer periods of time can
receive higher reimbursements; those
who guarantee to provide water at an
acceptable depth and during specified
times throughout the length of the
agreement may be reimbursed for 100
percent of construction costs.

Started in 1991, the Texas Prairie
Wetlands Project took time to win
acceptance. “A lot of landowners were
suspect of the program ar first,” says
Ritter. ““Wetland’ had become a bad
word to many landowners. Especially
in rice country, where prairie potholes
had been converted to rice farms, they
were concerned that the government
would come in and classify their sea-
sonal wetland as a jurisdictional wet-
land and they would no longer be
able to farm it. Through this project,
landowners are protected from thar,
For up to 10 years after expiration of
the project, they can convert the land
back to its prior use.”

Getting Your
Feet Wet in
Wetlands

To get involved in the acres,
Texas Prairie Wetlands
Project, contact Ed
Ritter, 2205 Ave. |, #114,
Rosenberg, TX 77471,
281-341-7968; or David
Curtis, 312 S. Main, Rm.
310, Victoria, TX 77901,
512-576-0230.

Key points to
consider are:
* Projects must consist

of a minimum of five

surface acres of water
or a combination of
sites totalling 25

* During average years,
shallow surface water
should be present for
at least four months
between September
and April.

= Disturbances around  EECRET N TR0
project sites should
be kept to a mini-
mum., It is recom-
mended that hunting
be restricted to no
more than three

Having Ducks Unlimited as the
contracting partner for projects also
smoothed a lot of ruffled feathers.
“There is no direct link with govern-
ment agencies — the actual contract
the landowner signs is with a private
organization, Ducks Unlimited,”
Ritter stresses. “After a few projects
were started, neighbors saw there were
no strings attached, and the program
took off.” As of May 1999 the Texas
Prairie Wetlands Project involved 149
landowners from Orange to
Brownsville, with 16,508 acres com-
mitted in 292 wetland units.

Many more landowners prefer to
take part in the program without
signing a contract or accepting
money. The project provides rechnical
assistance to owners of more than
280,000 additional acres. “Not all
areas are in need of enhancement, but
the landowner needs management
advice,” Ritter explains. “Some don’t
need financial help. Others don’t want
to be tied up in an agreement for 10
years.”

Benefits to landowners extend
beyond the obvious one of having
more waterfowl on their lands for
viewing or hunting. “Being involved
in the program and receiving techni-
cal and management assistance is a
great way to enhance the value of
their property,” Ritter points out. “In
some cases, water delivery and

mornings a week.
Agreements are for a
minimum of 10 years,
but contracts include
a clause for landown-
er buy-out.
Landowners are
responsible for rou-
tine operation and
maintenance.

required to allow
access to their prop-
erty for monitoring
and inspection of the
project site.



drainage are improved. Flooding the
land for part of the year can reduce
invasion of Chinese tallow and other
undesirable woody plants. In an agri-
culrural situation, wetlands improve
water quality, reduce sediment loss
and control red rice” (a variety of rice
that never caught on with consumers,
who thought rice should be white or
brown).

Bill Jenkins of El Campo farms rice
on about 1,100 acres, more than 200
of which are dedicated to six wetlands
projects. Like many farmers, he was a
little leery of the program at its incep-
tion. Now he is a strong believer.
“There was a tendency when this
started to blame ducks and geese for
everything,” he recalls. “Farmers
thought they were responsible for red
rice and a lot of other problems. We
now believe the flooded roosts have
been beneficial in keeping the grass
down, and ducks eart the red rice
completely. Red rice is a difficult
thing to get rid of, but in our case
they cleaned it right up. This is one
of the few times I've seen federal and
state government and private organi-
zations work together and let each
group do what they do best so that
everybody benefits.”

Jenkins and his family enjoy having
ducks on their property for other rea-
sons as well. “My sons and their fami-
lies and I enjoy hunting on the place,
but even if you don't care abour hunt-
ing, it is very enjoyable ro see huge,
huge flights of ducks and geese.”

“This program is designed to
replace the small, shallow wetlands
that once were common in the coastal
prairie. Most of these wetlands were
lost when the area was leveled for rice
farming,” says Bill Johnson, TPW
waterfowl and wetlands biologist
from Port Archur.

One thing about the program is
certain, however. If we build it, ducks
will come. Once again, they will
darken the Texas sky — and, in so
doing, brighten all our lives. 7

Freelance writer LARRY D. HODGE
enjoys duck watching as well as duck

hunting.

You deserve the legendary quality
and value of a Sweeney Feeder.

Our wildlife feeders provide decades of
deFendable service.. When you invest in the
hallmarks of Sweeney: reliability, durability
and longevity, you more than get your
money's worth. You get the best, bar none.

Sweeney sets the standard with the most
complete line of automatic feeders in the
industry, an industry we pioneered. We
. continually Eush the envelope of
| innovation, like enclosing all electronic
| components inside of our units for ultimate
| protection against weather and varmints.
lus, out timers are 99.5% reliable in the
field.

THE VALUE OF A
SWEENEY

IS MEASURED
OVER TIME

DEPENDABLE PRODUCTS BUILT TO LAST

SWEENEY ENTERPRISES, INC.
321 Waring Welfare Rd. ® Boerne, TX 78006-7927
(830) 537-4631 ® Fax (830) 537-5017 » (800) 443-4224
www.SweeneyFeeders.com

Sportsmaan’'s
 Bailiwick

BUY - SELL - APPRAISE
FINE FIRE ARMS, ACCESSORIES & GIFTS

Since 1974

Beretta - Ruger
Browning - Sako
Dakota Arms Steyr
Remington Weatherby
Walther Woolrich
Fiocchi Ammo Lewis Greek
B&P Ammo - Boyt

-OUTFITTERS-

COMPLETE GUNSMITH SERVICE

824-9649

6011 BROADWAY
Alamo Heights, Texas 78209

sportb@swbell.net www.sportsmansbailiwick.com
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ix winters ago, Cameron
Pratt, then 38 and an experi-
enced upland hunter, spent
the break between Christmas
and New Year’s Day creeping up on
ducks in the salt marshes around Port
Aransas. Her husband, who was away
on family business, was a duck hunter,
and she had tried once, some 10 years
before, .hut by any fair measure was
still a waterfowl novice. “l got pretty
good at sneaking up, crawling up

behind mangroves, and one day | actu-

Her cypress pirogue loaded with handmade wooden decoys, Cameron Pratt and Blondie head out for a hunt.
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ally shot a duck, a redhead. | was
ecstatic,” she recalls.

Pratt, a fisheries biologist at UT-
Austin’s Marine Science Institute in
Port Aransas, has been hanting ducks
every season since. Usually, she
mzkes her outings with her husband
or Friends, but sometimes she goes
alone in the couple’s cypress pirogue,
made by her huskand, Rick, a former
beat-builder who is now the keeper of
a privately owned lighthouse. These
days, she usually takes along hand-

made, wooden decoys produced by

SEPTEMBER 1999

cabinetmaker George Garcia and
retirees C. Hunter “Red” Meitzen and
J.L. Finley, all of Richmond. The trio of
hobbyists, Meitzen says, “get together
and carve birds and trade them off for
good things” — usually, shotguns.

In part because shoal grass beds
attract them, a half-dozen species of
ducks — redheads, bluebills, pintail,
teal, widgeon among them — fill
Aransas Bay’s marshes from late
October to late February. Some, espe-
cially redheads and bluebill, overwin-

ter there, while others move farther




south, or seek fresh water. Pratt says

that she often lets mergansers and buf-

fleheads pass. She doesn’t eat them,

and “filling the bag limit isn’t impor-

tant to me,” she says. “The reason that

I’m out on the water is just to be a part

of nature.”

Two winters ago photographer David

Sams of Dallas accompanied Pratt to a

mangrove marsh north of Port Aransas,

on what she describes as “the coldest

TExAs PARKS & WILDLIFE
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B.ondie brings in a duck in what was to be one of the 14-year-old Labrador retriever’s last hunts.

day of the seasen.” Pratt took with her
not only the decoys from Richmond, but
also Blondie, a black Labrador, then 14
years old. The following September,
shortly after smelling the seasan’s first
rail, an aged and ailing Blondie died.
This year Pratt will hunt with Sylkie, a

three-year-old Lab.




TEXASs PARKS & WiLDLIFE 39




PHOTOS © DAvID |. Sams

40

SEPTEMBER 1999

on small 'pd:iids"‘"éh

WATERFOWL HUNTING EDITION 1999

LA M ARED I S

me qulte brush‘surroundmg the
small lake to'the W'ide endbf the

brought me within 200 yards of
the ducks, and also to the last

COVELIEEWAS OVET A IDOL tall. INOW . il itk vasis. slersithe
the real hunt began. I checked the - P decoys s impractica

Hunting mallards and other ducks is a
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loads in the battle-scarred 12-
gauge Remington Wingmaster,
made sure it was on safety, and
started crawling.

It really wasn’t so bad. The
cold weather was conducive to
exercise and the soft sand was
easy on my knees and elbows.
The only real discomforts came
from the occasional grass burr
that found its way into my
sleeves and the chaff from the
dead weeds that found its way
down my collar. I crawled
slowly and quietly along with
the shotgun cradled across my
forearms, stopping occasionally
to raise my eyes above the
weeds and make sure the ducks
hadn’t received any signals of
my intent and taken wing.

Some small waters have
resident mallards and pintails,
while others serve as stopping

places for traveling ducks.

SEPTEMBER 1999

inally, I was as close as [

could get. At 30 yards
the weeds met the high-
water mark and stopped.
[ stopped, also, slowly
pulled my knees under
me and took the shotgun in both
hands. Then as suddenly and quickly as
I could, T rose to my feet, hit the safety
with my forefinger, snapped the gun to
my shoulder and desperately tried to
pick a single duck from the now scram-
bling, squawking, airborne confusion of
feathers and wings. One pintail was a
lictle slower on takeoff than the others
and was a little below the main flock. 1
swung past him and slapped the trigger,
with the gun moving faster than the
duck. Suddenly, almost too quickly, he
was floating gently on the calm water at
the edge of the ice.
[ broke the ice and waded in to
retrieve my trophy. The water was



painfully cold but only knze deep, and
in a few moments [ was holding the
duck in my hard, admiring the muted
beauty of h:s feathess, surprisingly warm
and soft to the touch after being in the
frigid waters. And with that my Qunt
was over. It was rime to rezusn home for
arm to drink ard scme-

of the ducks
[ would leave for arother day.

something
thing dry to wear. The r

On the Rolling lains of Nortawest
Texas, where [ grew up therz was very
lictle cpen water. What here was came
in the form of stock tanks ranging in
ally large specimzns of s

Thes

for the most parz, t-e vsual duck hunt-

small bedies of water preclude,

ing tactics of blinds and extensive sets of
decoys. That was just fine with me. I
find that being colc is beara5l en
wet and cold isn't oo bad, but I do hate

to be cold, wet. and borec; and, truth-

» unless the shooting is t=iy fantas-
sizting morionless in a cold,

cramped, wet dack 5lind bores me to

tears. I need to ing. I preZer to

p.t my skill agzinst the natural wariness

anc danger-
on a more |
Th.s, combined with my naz-al aver-

s‘on -o sitting still, makes hunzing small

5 a natural choice.
ndest ckildroad m
: on these

> potholes with my brother David.
I also rememcber. as if it were yesterdz)
the colc winter day when I took thres
ma lards with one shot from mv grard-
fath=rs Stevens Lo
Sorrer:mes I stil_ ca-
Puﬂ
hear the omnipresent prairie w.rd iz
tke tzl, frost-cured grass. Is -z 21y won-
der [ s-ill love =3 jump-
stock ponds:

Last fall, south of San :

fcund de :
water that was :he resting plzce of a
hugz fock of blue-winged -ea.. I was
dove hunting ac -he time and had
stze. shot with e, bur ar tae ear

opportunity I returred with the :

p-iate legal ordaance. A szalk throu

the surrounding blzckbrush th_zket
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Duck hunting on small bodies

of water — called jump shooting
or puddle jumping — requires
stealth and patience. Instead

of sitting in a blind, the hunter

must use stalking skills.

brought me to the edge of the pit,
within 25 yards of the teal. As [ stood
to shoot, my heart pounding out a pri-
mordial rhythm in my chest and cars,
the teal erupted from the water in a
bedlam of whirring wings, leaving tiny
rainbows dancing across the faint mist
they left behind. There must have been
nearly 100 ducks in the flock. T quickly
picked two birds on the edge of the
flock and dropped them cleanly back
into the clear water of the pit. For a
few seconds I was 16 again. What a
rush!

Hunting ducks by jump-shooting

small ponds, or puddle jumping as it is
sometimes called, requires stealth and

patience. Most, but not all of these

small waters will have a few ducks pre-
sent during the season. They may have
a resident flock or may be just rest
stops for itinerant travelers. The larger
ponds will be more likely to have a resi-
dent population. The secret to success
here is scouting and access. You must
have access to several of the ponds, and
you must scout frequently to find
which is going to be productive.
Ducks do not like sterile ponds. 1
have seen stock tanks that were totally
devoid of vegeration; even moss was
missing. These ponds seldom have
ducks in residence. Instead, look for a
pond that has a little vegeration, some
weeds along the edges, maybe a dead
tree or two in the shallows, and a place
where the ducks can find shelter from
high winds. Clean water is best. Ducks
don' like nasty mud holes any better



than you would

doors. There are things
u should not do
when trving to get pe
on o hunt a per
. Dc not, for

while wez

ar sarplus zameuflage
fatigues and a ball cap
that say
dies!” Instead -re 3
soeak respectfully, share your hunting
ghilosophy, ard maxe sure thart the
landowner kncws, rzally knows, that he
can trust you == tret his land and prop-
the respec: and care it

It will surprise you how many

Hunting of ducks on
smaller bodie
intrigues me because of
the honest, cld-fz
skill cequired to ste
them. You are not }

man llladf‘ con-

depending o the duck’s

oW gl’t‘g&ll’ 1cus narture to

seduce him into a flock of

decoys. Instead, it is vou
abi.ity
d -is

E]‘,U[UUH o hé‘ h £ 0

and your inna
_nst the du

tive answers you will get. And

1get th;{t} mission, make wings Seems li<e :

3.

itive that you co nothing to me. %

betray tae trust that person placed in

R i

Imar. who li

u get a chance, vou alsc might ST

help hin: fix a fence or de a few

1437 NO OLOHd TTYWS ONVY OLOHd 394V

LH9I¥ NO OLOHd T1IYWS SWVYS [ IAV(Q

NITTY AQVHED (

-
=
o
]
=
L]
]
by
Q
—
[
(=]
(]
(=]

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIF:




WATERFOWL HUNTING EDITION 1999

z
a
5
<C
>
:
<
2
(%]

&



_.BY}]:DY':' .
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Every fall, hunters
from across ;»He
nation and fom all

corners -of the world

converge upbn Eagle

[ ake, Garwaod and
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Snow Goose Surfeit

The rice and grain fie.ds of the trianzular
region between Houston and Lavaca Bay,
the Gulf and Intersfate <0, draw geese in
unusual, now record-breaking numbers.
According to David Lobpries, Texas Parks
and Wildlife wazerfowl biologist for the
mid-coast region, counts in January put the
total number of sncw geese in the mid-
coast area at 920,000 birds. Waste g-ain in
fields from southera Canada and the
Dalotas to the Gulf Coast provide food for
geese traveling from their breeding
grounds along the shoreline of the West
Hudson Bay and th= Northwest Territo-ies
of Canada to their sautkern wintering spots
in Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas and
Mississippi.

Back up north by late spring, in peak
condition to breed, snow goose populztions
have exploded. The rate of growth for
breeding mid-conti12nt snow geese has
been at least five parcent per year fo- the
past 15 years or more. Biologists consider
this rate to be vary high, especially sirce
sorie recent estimatas place the breecing
population at near <ive million birds. T-e
falt flight of mic-continent snow geese may

m SEPTEMBER 1999

he Texan fascina-
tion with snow
goose hunting
practically dates to
the time when
restaurant owner
Marvin Tyler inaugurated goose
hunting near Eagle Lake, which
now boasts that it is the “Goose
Hunting Capital of the World.”
Tvler, whose restaurant in Altair
was called the Blue Goose, worked
as a duck hunting guide on the
side. Geese had moved into a duck
hunting area, and one day in 1951
his hunting group asked if there
were a way to hunt them. Marvin
said that he knew how. Whipping
the white cloths off the dining
tables, Marvin laid them in a rice
field. He and the hunters wrapped
themselves in white bed sheets. The
combination of the two created
what became known as “a rag
spread.” The rest, as they say, is
history.
I went on Hly V("l’)’ FlrS[ gCOSE
hunt in December with Clifton

Tyler of Columbus — Marvin's son
— and guide Mike Mangum.,
Anticipation and excitzment kad
kept me semi-censcious all nighr,
so waking at 3:20 a.m was nc
problem. Consuming a hzarty
breakfast at 4:15 was nor a chorz,
since I can eat any time. Five other
hunters and I then fol'owed -he
guides’ vehicles through the dark
countryside to cur cestination. _t
was 52 degrees with a stiff north
wind blowing and heavv clocds.

Upon arrival, I put on iasczlared
coveralls, then s:affed myself inro
chest waders. Mov:ng, turnizg and
bending required effort, Would 1
even be able to shoct? Slowly
trudging through tal grass and
mud, I almost fell face first iatc the
frigid water of a rice canzl, haviag
stepped in an unseen hole, Lucky
for me, a large, strong ~ard cauzht
my upper arm, saving me from a
drtnching.

We huanters he pad Maagum put
out 70C “rags,” white =lastic bazgs

on wooden slats char wave from



side to side in the wind. Donning above you, working to your calling be as high as twice the breeding popula-

white smocks, we lay down with and spread,” says Nina Byrd, a tion.

our heads against a rice levee and guide with Texas Waterfowl The number of snow geese wintering in

our feet in ice-cold mud, to await Outfitters of Katy. As geese began the High Plains of Texas, the state’s second

the geese. It was beginning to get to leave their roost to head for most popular goose hunting region, has

light. feeding grounds, their formation tripled in recent years. “The overall snow
You could hear them: hundreds, did resemble a wide-topped goose population has grown over the past

thousands, of call- tornado. 20 or 50 years to a point that they are

ing, honking, Many times the destroying their breeding habitat,” says

THE NUMBER OF

squawking, gag- birds flew just out Vernon Bevill, program director of migrato-
gling geese. After SHOW SER = EIREERING fshorgun range, ry wildlife for Texas Parks and Wildlife.
her first goose IN THE HiGh PLAINS heedless to our “Survival of young geese has declined in a
hunt, my sister, OF FEXAS s SRATE S spread. I found it number of colonies due to habitat destruc-
Lynn Bahm of SECOND e PORNEAR fascinating ro see tion on traditional breeding grounds. The
Houston, said GOOSE HNR Fs RRSION. them moving their snow geese now are venturing into new
that she wanted to RAR NRSLLER N heads from side to areas and establishing new breeding
be reincarnated as RECERE ARART side, looking down colonies, and that has allowed them to sus-
a goose because this way and that, tain their population growth rate. On old
they all talk at once and no one checking out what was below them. breeding areas the population has signifi-
tells them to be quiet. These geese  Calling to each other, saying who cantly declined already and brood survival
were definitely all “ralking” at once.  knows what, I could see their beaks is very poor. In fact, the growth rate of some
“There is nothing to compare to open and their tongues wave as goslings is such that average weight of
having a tornado of geese circling they nosed in the wind. young geese is declining.

A record number of snow geese winter in the rice and grain fields of the middle Texas coast. Although hunter numbers have
been consistent, traditional hunting methods no longer keep snow goose populations under control. Liberalized regulations
were passed near the end of the 1998-99 season.
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The goose populzation has grown to the point that the birds are destroying their breeding habitat. They now zre venturing into

new areas and establishing new breeding colonies, and that has allowed them to sustain their population growth rate.

It was fun to listen to our guides
call to -he geese. [ could tell they
were making differen: calls anc the
geese, sometimes dep=nding or
which way they
were heading,

would reacr. The

AFTER HER FIRST

endec a good-natured debate
would commence ovar whosz sh-:
acrually downed the goose.
Eowever, ane time Ty er
announzced thar 1
would ger the first
sho: on the rex:

GOOSE HUNT, MY SISTER,

birds would begin
to slow, circle and
come down Lying
in the rice field,
we waized until
our guides com-
mandad “Tzke
em!” and then
drew 01 the birds overhead.

In the early mernirg, the szoot-
ing often was fast aad furious
With every hunter shooting zr tke
same ‘lock. several rimes two of us
woulc zerc-in on the same goose.

PHOTOS © GRADY ALLEN

Vhen :that round of shooting

m SEPTEMBER 1999

LYnn BaHmM 0: HousTow,
SAID THAT SHE WANTED TO
BE REINCARNATED AS A
GOOSE BECAUSE THEY ALL
TALK AT ONCE AND NO ONE
TELLS THEM TO BE QUIET.

flock. A low-flving
goosc came i1, and
he called my name
As my shotgun
blasted, the goosz
folced, landing
almost or my roes.
That one was mine
fo- sure. It was a very satisfying
experiznce that gave m= some brag-
g'ng r.ghts.

Although we lay 01 our backs
W Shof fr(-m C\'Cr}’ diTCC:iU[‘_.
Safety was foremost always. Thzre
were straight overhead skots. bozh

“Fiftean or 20 years ago an old srow
goose would be about eight years old,”
Bevill continues. “Today, it is not uncom-
mon to harvest a banded bird that tur-s out
to be mer2 1-ar 15 years old. Some kand
recoverizs irdicate that snow geese
longevity czn exceed 20 years. Such cid
ages were u-heard o” until the geese made
their shift ta using more agriculturai crops
to supplement their ciet during their long
migraticn.”

Each year -he goose surv'ves, it becomes
more educated to the ways of hunting, with
the older geese teaching tha younger onas
survival teciniques. Should a voung bird
venture out =f a formation to h2ad for a
spread, an ald=r goose may fly out and
steer tha youth back to the flock. The
gosling or juvenile also can be coaxed back
by continuous calling from the olde- gzese.

Althosgh hunter numbers for geese heve
been fairly corsisten, traditional huniing



The work was hard.

Ycu have i all picked out. A few
acres witk a pond, thick with woods
and deer “rails. Or maybe it’s a hil -
top with & stunning view of the
surrounding landscape.

There’s a smart way to get that
pizce of country heaven. Call your
Federal Land Fank Association.

We have more than 80 successful vears

l',c]ping sore of the most dcmanding

land buyers around — ranchers,

The rest is easy.

farmers and other agriculture protzs-
sionals. They expect sensible, afforcase

lending, jusz like vou.

It’s exactly what you need for your

OwWn s PCCiE,l P I'()PC]T\'.

Whezher }s'(Ju’rc l()()king tor hills,
mounzains or lakes, there’s a locally
owned znc operated Federal Land
Bank Association close by. We mav
even know a little bit about that land

\_.-'(')LI‘\C g()t your eye on.

1-800-922-5263

Call now for information, or to apply for a loan ta buy or refinance land, capital
equipment, or even a home. You can visit us at wwwfarmeredithaak.ccm. &

We definitely kaovs the best wavs to

finance it.

If you're interested in buying rurel
property for recreation, weekend
escapes cr a country home, we're

ready to get to work. Rest assured.

Pzrt of the fabric of rural lifz
WIWTF, f&rmcre:ffrlm rk.com

The Federal Lard Eank is proud zc be
a sponsor (;',f‘rhc 1999 [one Star
Land Steward Awards.

&
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left and
right pass-
ing shots,
shots while
sitting up
or lying back, shots fired while
slightly rolled on one’s side and
even a couple of complete
rollovers, shoot-
ing prone
against the levee.
When there was
a lull in activity,
hunters and
guides would
swap stories and
tell tales. It’s all
a part of goose
hunting cama-
raderie that makes the sport so
much fun to share with others.
Billy, a four-year-cld yellow

Labrador, was in gocse heaven

IN THE EARLY MORNING,

THE SHOOTING OFTEN WAS FAST
AND FURIOUS. WITH EVERY HUNTER
SHOOTING AT THE SAME FLOCK,
SEVERAL TIMES TWO OF US WOULD
ZERO-IN ON THE SAME GOOSE.

when we connected. He especially

seemed to relish jumping over me
on his way to collect a goose,
spraying me with mud and water.
I didn't mind; I was enjoying
every minute of the hunt.

Several times high-flying, fast-
moving geese dropped down to
land. Dipping
their wing tips,
wobbling quickly
from side to side,
the geese would
come in swiftly.
Clifton Tyler
called this “wif-
fling.” The com-
mand would be
shouted and the
shooting would commence,

The late morning began to
clear and warm as the wind died

down. Th(.’ mass movements were

methods for snows are not as effective on
the adult birds. Mortality among first-year
geese is about 60 percent. For geese flying
south during their second year and subse-
quent years, the rate drops to only 14 per-
cent. Only eight percent of goose mortality
comes from hunter harvest,

Near the end of the 1998-99 goose sea-
son, regulations were liberalized to permit
the use of electronic callers and unplugged
shotguns, and bag and possession limits
were shelved. Shooting hours were extend-
ed to 30 minutes after sunset. “The new
hunting rules were a big boost, but they
just came too late in the season this pasi
year and many snow geese already had
begun their migration northward,” Bevill
says. “Even so, we had reports of excellent
hunts along the coast and in the
Panhandle.”

Last year’s liberalized regulations were
adopted as a means to save an Arctic
ecosystem from being destroyed by too

A hunter peers out from a rag spread at the Blue Goose Hunting Club in Altair. The idea of using a rag spread

to attract geese may date to 1951, when restaurant owner Marvin Tyler spread white tablecloths over a rice field

and had hunters wrap themselves in sheets.

PHoTOs © DaviD |. SAMS
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Id2ally, every hunter wauld-have a
custom rif € -n 1and when heading
inzo the field. Realstica’ly. faw can

_ afford sucha luxury. Desigred by
 hunte-s fo- hunters to b the new
standard for semi-custom Frifles, the
Beretta Mzzo idealy n-ates proven
design princioles with mpdern
manufactur.ng capab lities.

Tc meat a variety of needs, ~he Mato is available
in twa configuraticns: the Mato Synthetic and
the Mzt Deluxe, The Matc Synthetic’s
comgcsite stock has a “ul -length, aluminum
bedding block for -igiditr and support not founc
in plasic injectior-molded stocks. The black-on-
gray “cpider web” finish ensures a solid grip
in even “he hassaest hunting conditions. The
fluted slack-on-cilver bol: adds an element of

_ distincticn previously reserved for custom rifles.

The sgfk of thaﬂatw De!ugxe made ofTap e-X G*nde Carowalnit and
capped off by an ebony is

ﬁ t&egm&part o m‘o@ﬁ’-m-ﬂk box accuracy.y'ﬂ'lé Eanﬁ Eon’ifort&hly conforms
o th a&ardrop shaﬁ%ﬁh _It handle wheﬁ c lhg ﬁ'l‘i bolt which Is easily

owmng a ‘custom rifle. W th the Berat=a Mato,
every hurte- can.

s s S
‘Gerps |765| Berecra 6F'i\€cnkee'ﬁ MD 2067, Tel 37..283.2151, Fax 301.375.7677
_gqf frarms & Berﬂm Sport ciothingand access:rws cal: - 800.52€,7453 ($3 shipping)

e firearm Jock for your Beettz 5isto;, semi-autoratiz syotgun,

nd your $4 chek or 'noney areer fn §h|pplrg & kandling to Beretta JSA Torp 71 Scuthgte Blvd,, A
. Mew Castle DE 197232000, ere a

www beretsiusa.com wrww.barasta.com . ATRRDITION OF EXCE-LENCE SINCE 1£26
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Tools of the trade: goose hunters use a variety of calls to lure the birds into range.

The use of electronic callers was approved late in the 1998-99 season as part of
an effort to increase snow goose harvest.

over. Small grouos of geeze came
now and ther. We decided to call
it a day with 26 gzzse for <ix
hunters.

Then there were the ba'd eagles,
three to be exact. Eaglzs orey on

wounded, cy:ng or dead birds

They excited the geese by cheir vary

presence. A crasz ensued straight
in our direction. One scaced snow
goose was flaopiag for all it was
worth, an eagle closing in fast
behind it. We al’ watched, mesmer-

H SEPTEMBER 1969

izec. Perhaps the eagle spozted us
or simp.y changed its mind, bu:
whatever the reason, the bird cf
prev turned just as i seemed about
to grab the snow in mid-air. The
goose flaw on. Seeing this aatural
exchange, a hunt in the air, was the
highlight of our day.

JUDY JUREK writes aad Funts in
the Matagorda/Wharton Count)
ared.

many snow geese. Decisions about regula-
tions for the upcoming season will be made
after snow goose studies and counts are
made on the breeding grounds, Bevill says.

Finding a Goose Hunt

Hunting shows are excellent places to
find goose hunting services for the Texas
Gulf Coast and other areas of the state. You
can meet outfitters and guides in person,
view photos and videos of hunts and pick
up literature to be studied at your leisure.
The outdoor section of newspapers (espe-
cially the weekend editions) as well as arti-
cles and advertisements in hunting and/or
fishing magazines also will help you find a
goose hunting service in an area that you
wish to visit.

Following are just a few of the many out-
fitter and guide services providing goose
hunting. All have lodging available. Guides
and dogs are furnished. Bird processing is
also available for a small fee.

Clifton Tyler Goose Hunting Club

Clifton Tyler, Owner

1139 Fannin

Columbus, TX 78934

Office: 409-732-6502; Home: 409-732-2128
Fax: 409-732-9112

Waterfowl Specialties, Inc.
Terry Karstedt, Owner

P. 0. Box 411

El Campo, TX 77437
Phone: 409-543-1109

Texas Waterfowl Outfitters

Ken Jasek, Owner, Al Glos, Manager
Nina Byrd, Guide

22413 Katy Freeway

Katy, TX 77450
800-899-2650

Adams Fishing and Hunting

. Danny Adams

1104 Plover
Rockport, TX 78382
361-729-4893

Krooked River Ranch Outfitters
Roy Wilson

P. 0. Box 85

Haskell, TX 79521

915-773-2457

Straight Line Outfitters
Terry Cooke

706 S. Georgia
Amarillo, TX 79106

806-355-5929

Texas Guides Sport Fish and Game

Tim Young

100 Caldwell

Baytown, TX 77520

Phone: 281-424-7657; Pager: 713-916-1795
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THE MOSSBERG
MODEL 835° ULTI-MAG"

;
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Over-bored and 2orting, th2
Model 835 L 1i-\lag shotguns—
utilize proven techniques for
raducing reca | and improve
pattern perfc ‘mance.

Madel 835 Ulti-Mag. Teamed with

dard .731 bore.

5° Ulti-Mag®
Mg ssy al@‘“ﬁhadnwg ass

Federal” Ammunition, 10 years ago
MoOsSBERC pioneered the develop-
ment of the 32", 12 gauge magnun,
through the introduction of the
Model 835 shotgun. The first

12 gauge “hat puts near 10 gauge
payload and performance into
ore powerful packege. The over-
bered barrels deliver hard-hitting,
dense patterns at longer ranges.
With the anique ability to shoo- &ll
12 gauge shotshells, from 27%" to 3",
to the 32", it simply has no equa....
and has earned the respect of
hunters everywhere. Sure, others

Mocel 835° Ulti-Mag®
Spezial Hunter”

Have-and will try to imitate i-...

but none will duplicate it.

The 835 Ulti-Mag offers ke rew
Shadowgrass™ and other camo
patterns. Ported barrels inclade
rifle slug models, as well as the
exclusive Accu-Mag choke tuze
system. The new perkerized
Model 835 Special Hunter™ includes
a non-reflective black synthztic
stock and forend.

Whichever MOSS3EEG model you
choose, you'll know you've chosen
the best, because firzarms is our
business and we proudly put our
name on every one.

0.F. Mossberg & Sons Inc. » 7 Grasso Avenue # P.0. Box 497 » North Haven, CT 06473-2844
Visit our web site at: www.mossherg.com
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You are required to tag the deer.
However, if you examine the deer
and discover that it is not fit for human
corsumption, you may leave it in the
field. Bear in mind that no law exists
that allows a hunter to euthanize an

injured white-tailed deer.

No, you are not hunting legally. It is

unlawful to hunt with a broadhead
hunting point while in possession of a
firearm during the archery-only season.
However, you can keep a firearm in a
separate location — in camp or in your
vehicle — for hunting exotics, feral hogs
or other species that can be taken legally
with a firearm when you are not using

your archery equipment.

the other hand, failure to make a reascn-
able effort to retrieve a white-tailed deer
or mule dee- is a Class A Parks and
Wildlife misdemeanor. In addition. a
person is subject to revocation or sus-
pension of Lis or her license. That's why
it's importar.t to know the names and
phone numbers of nearby landowners
and discuss :his possible scenario before

you begin your hunt.

‘u—-—--'\

No. a person may not sell, offer for
sale, purchase, offer to purchase er
dossess afte- zurchase an ediole part of a
[nedibl=

hide, bones

white-tailed dzer or mule dzzr
darts — inc ding antlers,

10oves or sinew of deer — mezy be sald.

As you might expect, you must use a
buck tag. A “buck deer” is defined as

any deer (male or female) with a hard-

ened antler protruding through the skin.

There are no laws dealing with this
issue. Hunters must work it out
themselves. Whoever ends up with the

deer should immediately tag it.

Using your headlights or a spotlight

— even during legal hunting hours
— is unlawful when hunting whitetails
or other game animals or birds. You'll
have to pass on this one or wait until
you can see it without artificial illumina-
Parks and Wildlife Code

for a complete definition of “hunting

tion. See the

wita a light.”

You cannot cross the fence legally
without consent or other legal

autaority; it would be trespassing. On

You've aiready broken one law —

failure to immediately tag a deer.
And, depending on what you do next,
such as wasting game, you may break a
lot more. Sc you should immediately
retrieve the deer to keep iz in an edible
condition. Transport the deer to your
home and immediately tag it.
Remember, if a game warden checks you
prior to the deer being tagged, you are
subject to being issued a citation. Eack
incident is handled on a case-by-case
basis. To prevent yourself from ending
up in this siruation, check: that you have
your hunting license before leaving
home; checl: again just prior to huntirg;
if away frorr home and hunting more

than one day, check your license daily.

No, you may orly tag a deer that
ycu have hunted and killed your-
self. Do vour sest to contazt the neigh-

Sor and it -kat fails, contaze the locel

gare wardc- 4

11 The dzte the deer was shot.

Leave ore of the dogs at home anc

you'e legal. It is lawful in most Texas
counties to use dogs to track a wounded
deer, but you can use onlv up to two
dogs. Keep in mind that there are 54
counties in East Texas where you cennot
use dogs to rack a wounded deer. Those
counties are listed in the Statewide
Hunting and Fishing Proc.amation, n the
Outdoor Aninual, and on the Texas 2arxs
and Wildlife Web site.

12 If your camp doesa’t bave a cc.d-
storage or processiag facility, tae
deer may orly be g

uartered. For the

ecord, “quartering” means processinz a

deer into nat more than twa Findqua~
ers, eac naving the leg doae attachzd
-0 the hack, and two forequar:ers, ezch
naving the lez portion to t=e knee
attached to the shoulder blede. The -erm
also includes the removal cf two bac=
streps and gimmings trom tae neck a~d
-ib cage. I- 1 cold storage cr processiag
acility is Iozated on the property whaz
vou are 1Lr.ng, then the deer, once
entered ino a cold storage ~ecord book,
may be arozessed beyond quarters.
Téxas Parks and Wildlife reminds reagzrs
that the ars:.ers to thes? questions are
based on tre scenarios preseried. If a sce-
nario changss, the answer may change.
The provisicas of the law governing
witdlife are suaject to cpangss b the Txvas
Legislatizve and the Parks and VVildlife
Commissicn, therefore, answers to thes:

qJuestions are subject to change.
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SOFT-SHOOTING

“FIRST BORE” =
SOFTER RECOIL

“THIRD BORE” =

“SECOND BORE” = i
SUPERIOR PATTERNING

INCREASED VELOCITY

FABARM TriBore™ Barrel System

HARD-HITTING!

Engineers at Italian gun maker FABARM had a radical

idea. To make a shotgun that was soft-shooting and hard-

hitting. A shotgun that gives you softer felt recoil and greater

velocity down range. And it still has to hit the target with a

superior shot pattern. Sound impossible?

Thanks to the new patented TriBore™ Barrel System you

can find such a technological advancement on FABARM

sporting shotguns. The TriBore system consists of three

distinct internal bore profiles— each with minute variations

in internal diameter. Incorporated into a single barrel,
the TriBore system has all the advantages of back-boring
but with the added benefit of less felt recoil, superior shot
pattern, and no decrease in velocity.

And with fourteen models and more than fifty different

configurations, FABARM shotguns are made for any and

every shooting need vou have...sporting clays, trap, skeet,

waterfowl, upland bird, and turkey—we even carry

specially-sized models for smaller shooters.

Best of all, HK/FABARM shotguns are covered by a

lifetime warranty—a warranty that gives you the most

comprehensive coverage offered by any gun company.

No other shotgun maker offers such a guarantee—not even

makers of shotguns that cost thousands of dollars more than

FABARM shotguns! Now you've got a choice. FABARM

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

shotguns from HK.

Exclusively from
HECKLER & KOCH, INC.
21480 Pacific Boulevard
Sterling, Virginia 20166 U.S.A.

FABARM

For more information about FABARM shotguns and the location of your nearest dealer, visit our website at: www.hecklerkoch-usa.com or call
(703) 450-1900. Remember, firearms safety begins with you. Read and follow all safety information in the operators manual. Store all firearms in a

safe and secure location. Keep firearms away from children. Always be a safe shooter.




HUNTER'S

PLACE

Paradise
unting Club

Texas' premier wate:fcwt outfitter azid Todge
Home 10 over four riillicn ducks and geese.

PO. Box 228 Ga-waod, Texas 77342

www.faradizzhuntingclub.com

1-800-368-4769

Tue Farris HoTEL

EaGLE Lakg, TX
For 25 YEARs THE BEesT
LopGinG zor GOOSE,
Duck & TeaL HUNTERs.

(409) 234-2546

www. arrishotel.com
farrishotel@:lc.net

E SEPTEMBER 2369

we | -888-TX-GEESE

® Merning Hunts for Geese, Ducks, Sandhill Crane
* Package Hunts: Lodging, Breakfast, Morninc
Hunt, Bird Processing and Freezing all included
* Afternoon Hunts:
Ducks, Saltwater Fishing
Ugland Birds, Pheasant
Chukar & Quail
® (Cast & Blast Trips

THIRD COAST OUTFITTERS, INC.
P.0. Box 1351, Bay City, TX 77404-1351
Phone: 1-409-245-3071

www.third-coast-outfitters.com

WorLp Crass HunTING

Mexico, Argentina, Texas

High Volume ducks, geese, doves, and quail
The f nest accommodations available
worldwide.

Serving the discriminating outdoorsman
for over 20 years.

Contact: Russell Pagel ac:
The Detail Company
(800) 929-4868
(713) 524-7376

Tée FIRST u The Ficld . . .

..0UR 35+ YEAR

w_—

AUTOMATIC - Game & Fish
80, 100, 250, 300, 350, 500
& 1,000 Ib. Capacities

PROTEIN - Free
Choice & Automatic
1,000 & 300 Ib.

We'.¢ been msing

chman-H 2uto-
mal ¢ Feeders for
vears and are well |EEED WHILE DRIVING
sati fied with their| Receiver Hitch or

durg vility and low | Tailgate
maistenarice

361-855-0049 FAX 361-855-0185

SPECIALTY

SINCE THE EARLY 1960
Patent Apal 7-11 - FEEDERS

L;_, /E,"‘"’ RT3 BOX 53 - CORPUS CHRISTI, TX 78415

Issued 7-2)-65 PROVEN TO LAST

TIMERS - Simple, Durable & Dependable

—Quartz Solid State

— Digital

— Timer-Mator KITS

— Accessories, incluce winch tripod,
Batteries ... Solar

GUAIL & TURKEY - Non-Mechanical
AUGER LOADERS

— Utility Receiver Hitch Model
— Hydraulic Honda Engine Driven

6 . thru 2C ft. heights
Graund Stends
Bz ders Kis

Top Closes Down!

Chas-Mac, Inc.

NOLAN RVAN |WWW Z-SCAPES.COM/LEHMAN VSA-M/C  3YEAR WARRANTY  QUALITY/SERVICE
SUPER STAND wsres]  HeicHts BIG-MAC Feeders
Guarantzed Five Years! 1963 10,12, 13

15,17 \
Eye
Parts
All blinds
complet with Cama Covers ge‘mm??
sliding windowss, & Roof glernc:
carpet, legs Available Solar Panel
and ledder Repairs
(4=dx15 ft. shown) i
| Adjustable &
Top Rai 55 Gal /
& 14 t. Tripod \
Winch Feeder
I ” : Shown
AVAILABLE ; BOSS” Tripod
4x4 and 45 models P: Exclusive Split Zeam Leg

Desigr Creates the Strongest
Most Rigid Tripoz Stand on
the Markat

Also Available:

50 Ib. thru 750 Ib. Capac ties
Ladder Feeders * Tailgat> Feeders
Protein Feeders

2124 Marnel » Houston, TX 77055 » 713-461-9163 * Fax (713) 461-5229




ROOMY AND COMFORTABLE - Two Sizes Available . . .

Single (4" X 4’ Square By 6'3" High) - Double (4’ X 8' Wide By 6’3" High)
STURDY CONSTRUCTION - Formed from high density polyethylene.
New and improved ribbed walls. 1/2” plywood floor.

“Designed an jMa'lufach red
Since 1980”

EASY ASSEMBLY - 35 - 45 minutes per blynd. 1 to 1-1/2 hours per tower.

SUPER VISIBILITY - 8§ sliding tinted plexiglass windows.
VISA - MASTERCARD - COMPANY CHECK - COD

Towers available in 5°, 10’ and 15" heights.

Pt | 1-800-458-0263
forming, 12103 Radium Drive, San Antonio, TX 78216
IncC. www.txdirect.net/corp/blynd

e-mail: blynd@txdirect.net

LIGHTWEIGHT - Single Blind Weighs Only 75 Ibs. - Double Blynd Weighs 160 Ibs.
MAINTENANCE FREE - Never needs painting. Won't rust. Weather resistant.

Blynds and Towers are sold and shipped separately.

DUCK HUNT ARKANSAS

40 Twin Rivers
Y] GUIDE

« Excellent Duck Hunting

* Private Green Timber & Rice Field Hunts

* 3,000 Acres Personal Property Adjacent to
Wildlife Management Area and Cache River

¢ Full Service Hunts

¢ First Class Lodging & Meals

8143 Hwy. 34 West, Paragould, AR 72450

(870) 586-0515

CALL FOR BROCHURE
website: www.arkansasduckhunt.com
email: info@arkansasduckhunt.com

. FEEDERS -many types,

capacity-5 gal up to 85 gal
L1 * CONTROLLERS- Digital, 24 hr
% quartz clock, photocell
®* CHARGERS-solar, 115 volt
4 ® BATTERIES-6 volt or 12 volt
¥ (1 ®* ACCESSORIES- funnels,varment
! guards, leg kits, etc.
1 ® Repairs-(all major brands)
1 ® Warranty- 3 years

* FREE CATALOG  MAGNUM ="

(281)-261-0803 HUNTING PRODUCTS

www.mag-hunt-pro.com LMORE FON YO UN SICK

Protein feeder

STRAIGHT LINE OUTFITTERS

Texas Panhandle
Goose, Duck & Crane Hunts

Wintering 500,000 Geese, large
numbers of Duck & Cranes.

Check for weekly hunting reports at:
www.straightlineoutfitters.com

Terry Cooke
(806) 355-5929
 Fax: (806) 355-5449

219 Brand Lane, Stafford, TX 77477
Duck Stamp Prints

Texas Duck Stamp Prints,
Texas Saltwater, Texas Quail,
| Texas Wild Turkey,
GCCA, Federal
John Cowan Prints
All Years

CATALOG
‘{Cﬂnfu .’i Ga[[n',

P.0. BOX 11056 * SPRING, TEXAS 77391-1056
(281) 370-6945 Serving Texas Collectors Since 1980
www.charliesgallery.com

BLUE GOOSE HUNTING CLUB

(499) 234-3597
Fax (409) 234-5188

email: www.bluegoose@elc.net
website: www.elc.net/bluegoose
Guided Duck & Goose Hunts
Meals, Lodging, Game Processing
Federal Ammunition Retail
& Wholesale
45 years at same location

MK-6 model ( hn

129 % 51695

MK:2 model (shown)

¢ 1999 -
20th Annivergary

New
Products:

ook ok kR

Mk-ﬁbolm model lnol shou n)¢

email: spinca (@'spm astfeeders.com
MEK-1 model (not shown)

6V/12V Remote
i Control .

_ Spin-Cast
Wildlife Feeders
5680 Randolph Blvd

“8an Antonio. TX' 782:
oné: 210-683-7514 {Info}:
210-653-3641 {Fax}
1-800-950-7087 or 8087
{Toll free for or ders} A

stfeeders.com
log Available
©) Spin-Cast Inc1999,%
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& BICK J. REAVIS
¢ 1 A PHY BY DAVID J. SAMS
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__Japanese bass anglers may know who — or
e :

- plan'for years to fulfill.a dream what — the
~ trip to Lake Fork, “Japan’s Best Cowboys were.
"B__a'ss :I._aké_.’_" Recently, we io-ined a They didn't much
 their Eices toward the coupte who had even worked it care, either.
oval structure, and ~ into their honeymoon plans. They were newly-
then toward him. weds. Masaaki
Their expressions were blank. Hishiya, an 1nfantryman, 30, and
“You know, the Dallas Cowboys,”  Asano Satoh, 22, formerly a univer-
Ratliff insisted, pointing again. sity student — she now proudly
No sign of recognition registered  calls herself a housewife — had spo-
on their faces. ken their vows less than 24 hours

“Football, the Cowboys!” Ratliff  earlier in Aomori, a suburb of
exclaimed, waving yet more wildly.  Tokyo.
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" OMOR! LURES JAPANESE MEDIA

hey had flow= to

Texas to see, not

Troy Aikman, or

Emmitt Smith or

Michael Irvir. but

another star, onz
whose name is but a chain of meaning-
less vowels in Texas: Takahiro
Omori. They also had come
to visit a place that’s well-
known in Japan, if only to
anglers: Lake Fork. Every
year now, a hundred Japanese
fly to DFW with the same
idea in mind.

Takahiro Omori, whom
the couple was eager to meet,
is a thin, quiet-spoken, deter-
mined fisherman, of the kind who takes
Scouting’s motto — “Be Prepared” —
deeply to heart. He's not pleased, fo-
example, with the trolling motors that
he’s used. They're not sturdy, he says —
so he carries three of them. “T keep one
on the boat, one in the boat, and ore in
my van,” he explains. “I take pans with
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(Takahiro C

me, too. If a trollirg moror breaks and I
cant fix it, I've still got o keep fishing,”

Seven years ago, Omori — known to
some of his American f=_2ads as simply
“T.O.” — arrived :n Tesas to partic_pate
in a fishing tournamert at Lake

Rayburn. He didn™: have = boat, he cid-

~

Mori)

nt speak English, ke was cnly 22, and
he didn't win any money. But he hurg
on. Nearly a year lzter, he “made a
check” in an Alabama z:arest, and
today he cormrpetes in morz than 20
American bass tournamzn:s a year, scor-
ing in the money adour a third of the
time. Each month he peas an article on

AND ANGLERS TO LAKE

the American scene for Basser, a
weighty, 300-page, four-color Japanese
fishing magazine, and he’s f-equently
quoted in Japan’s sporting press. His
status as the only Japanzse professional
living ir. America has won him, among
other things, nine sponsc-ing manufac-
varers. Rangzr boars, Yamaha
motors and Daiwz gear keep him
on the circuit, arc his articles
and wirs give those brands a
cachet among Japzaese anglers.
Lures that Cmori designs are
produced in Gilmzr for Japanese
sale, and last year, Omori says,
his countrymen bought some
50,000 of them.

Wher. he’s not tausing, the
young Japanese angler lives in a travel
trailer at a lodge called A<ton’s Bass
City, near Emory on Lakz Fork. Omori
is not tk-e only Nipaonese who lives
there. Yasutaka Ogzsawara, 34, a pho-
tegrapher

who spends much of his
time filming C'mori’s exploits for the
Japanese press — also keeos a trailer



there — and also has his sponsors.
Their connection to Lake Fork is no

coincidence. Bass City — a combina-

tion motel, convenience store, cafe,

tackle shop, trailer park and marina —

is owned by a former Marine sergeant,

Joe Axton, 65, who was stationed in

Japan. One morning 40 years

ago, Axton went to inquire

about buying a Honda

motorcycle, and the transac-

tion led him to Toshiko

Matsura, a young woman

whose father owned a dealer-

ship. Toshiko and Axton mar-

ried, then settled in Dallas,

where Joe became a distribu-

tor for an office furniture supplier. In

1987, he retired — to fish, he thought.

But 18 months later, he and his wife

opened a tackle shop in Mesquite.
“One day,” he recalls, “a Japanese

man called the store, just from a listing

in the Yellow Pages. He had just gotten

to the United States, and was trying to

2 A0S T

find somebody who could tell him how
to get to Lake Fork. He didn't speak
much English, so after a few words, |
handed the phone to Toshiko.”

The Axtons’ tackle shop shortly
became Japan’s gateway to Lake Fork,
and after the couple moved their shop

f//y"“'

(Lalee Forl

there, the balance of Japanese tourism
to American bass fishing locales shifted
from Florida to Texas. The lodge has
received guests from all of the American
states except Oregon and Maine, Axton
says, and visitors have come from as far
away as England, France, South Africa
and Australia as well, but the Japanese,

j J'JL FJ?. 01‘//

who are nearly wild about bass fishing,
are the most numerous among his for-
eign clientele. Joe lines them up with
guides, and Toshiko, among other
things, tries to deobfuscate Texas liquor
laws. Many of the guests want to order
beer with their meals, and most never
have heard that dry counties
exist; some of them hardly
believe it, despite her explana-
tions, she says.
The Axtons receive most of
their Japanese visitors through
a Tokyo travel agency that
sells a package that includes
everything — plane fare,
lodging, guide service, airport
transportation — except meals, which
the Axtons provide from their cafe.

In addition, Axton notes, “Tackle is
much cheaper here than it is in Japan,
so before they go back home, most of
them buy a bunch of it.” The Japanese
who come to Lake Fork, Joe Axton
points out, are not moneyed folk: they
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WOTEL ZA3LE
RV L07S FOR LEA
K

Husband-and-wife own-
ers Toshiko “Susie”
Matsura, far left, and
Joe Axton, secord from
right, have made
Axton’s Bass City —

a combination tackle
shop, service station,
café and motel — head-
quarters for Japanese
visitors to Lake Ferk.

THE CHIEF PROBLEM IN HOSTING JAPANESE GUESTS,
BUT AT LAKE FORK, EVERYONE LEARNS

come from al. wzlks of life. Abour a
fourth of them zre hcneymooners.

When Don Radiff, whe usually is a
cook ar Axtos, delivers Masaaki and
Asano o Bas: City, they meet another
honeymoonirg couplz whe arrived two
days earlier, She-aro Fukushima, 31,
and his wife, Kum. Tacokaro, 29. In
Japan, Shotaro plans ard sapervises
work on home izteriors. Kumi is a
bookkeeper vhese pessonalicy marches
the trade’s passicn for cetail: taped in
the back of her fapanes=-Eaglish pocket
dictionarv is = small card swith a hand-
written date, Seot. 6, 1989, Thats the
day the: she Fought tae beok.

The zhief problem ir host ng
Japanese gueszs, everyone agrees, is
communication. [hoagh Toshiko anc
Omori arz bilinzael, ard Ax-on is pass-
cbly so none of Lake For<s zuides
know Jzpanesz. The larguzge barrier is
¢ litle ‘ower on the Jepanese side,
because that country’s schools teach
Englisk from elementary z-ades to grad-

uation. Many Jazanese can read
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English, but because their teachers are
asually not native speakers, few can
zonvesse with flueacy. Shotzre, with a
wave of his hand znd some words abou:
seing an inattentive student, says tiat
a2 knows no Engl sh at al.. Masaala
doesnit advertise whar he doesat know,
ot he seems famiiar with bass fshing
zerms, and nothing else. Asano, his wife,
cen catch a word or two of spoken
English, and writes the language quite
well. But only bockkeeper Kumi, whe
spent 2 month in a Szacde sudy pro-
gram, can be said ‘o speak English.
Sorcunately, while at Lake Fork, every-
one picks up a wo=d or two from oae’s
companions. It does 1ot take long,
watch.ng people telk. for examplz, o
discern that the Jananese werd for “yes”
scunds like “hai.”

What draws the Japanese to Lake
“ork, Joe Axton says, is trophy bass
Though the Florica strain was intre-
duced into some of Japan’s lakes a
IJEC&ICC ag-), rhﬂ ﬁS,’l CO not grOW 1c

impressive sizes there “Most cf the bass

that we carch: for Japanese tournaments
are from one to three pounds,” Omori
savs. “The bigzest bass that [ ever
caaght i Japan weighed just over four
peunds.”

“The Japznese come,” Joe Axton
admits with a sarug, “looking for the
ceuble-digit bass.” But 10-pounders are
rct zasy “o comie by, even at fabled Lake
Fotk. Thez practical resolution to the
Japanese ang ers’ goal, Axton says. is
toar “if they can catch one that wzighs
six pounds o- more, they're happy,
kbezause there are hardly any fish that
kig in Japan.’ ‘With adept guides and a
[itde luck, most Japanese visitors can
kaz six-, seven- or eight-pound catches
i1 2 day or twe.

‘A lot of the Japanese go to Hawaii,
cr Las Vegas, ot Disney World, especial-
Iv the peoplz on honeymoon. But zt the
kezianing or e=d of their trips, thevll
com1z here for mur or five days, and
t=as usuallv enough for them to catch
a b.g fish. Acc a lot of them are so
Fleased by tae sxperience that they take



pictures of everything, and they cry

the men cry, too — when Don sees
them off at the airport.”

Masaaki, who says that he keeps a
bass boat in Japan — an expensive
proposition, since import taxes nearly
double boat prices — brought rods and
reels with his baggage. Shotaro, who
came without gear, gets by at home
with only a trolling motor. Given the
relatively small size of most Japanese
lakes, trolling motors are usually all that
one needs, and boats can be rented, Joe
Axton says. Though most of Lake Fork’s
Japanese brides fish in Japan, few are as
seasoned or sanguine as their husbands.
Bur at Lake Fork it rarely shows.
“Usually, with the honeymoon couples,
the women catch more fish than the
men,” claims Omori. “I think this hap-
pens because the men think that they
are experts, and they’re always changing
baits and trying out different tech-
niques. The women do just what the

Newlyweds Masaaki
and Asano tell
Japanese bass fishing
star Omori about the
big one that got away.

guides tell them. They stick to their
advice, and it works.”

Shortly after daybreak on Tuesday
morning, the two couples, wearing
cloth caps with Texas logos — their first
souvenir purchases — go onto the water
with their guides, Lee Rippy and Jim
Purdy. Its an overcast day, following a
big rain, and the guides are frankly pes-
simistic. “We've got 12 or 13 inches of
new water and the gates of the dam are
open,” Rippy bemoans. “Lake Fork,” he
says, “is one of the few lakes in Texas
that isn't fed by a river or stream, and
the fish here aren’t used to moving
water. When the gates to the dam open,
the bass get up behind a tree so that the
current won't bother them — and they
don’t bite until the water stops flowing.”

Fishing with Carolina rigs baited with
soft plastic worms, the four Japanese
newlyweds cast and reel, cast and reel.
The guides move their boats from spot
to spot at the bottom of the V that is

EVERYONE AGREES, IS COMMUNICATION.
THAT THE JAPANESE WORD FOR “YES” SOUNDPS LIKE “HAL.”

Lake Fork, but no spot seems better

_than the last. The Japanese are meticu-

lous anglers, and they show it in a
dozen ways., Both Masaaki and Shoraro
are smokers. Both wear water-tight ash-
trays, hung around their necks — the
better to put butts in. Both men wear
oversize angler's watches that give baro-
metric and altitude readings, as well as
the time. Shotaro and Kumi carry a
packet of moistened towels. Whenever
they bring in a fish, they wipe their
hands after returning it to water.
Nobody loafs on the boats, and there is
no teasing or chit-chat, either. Despite
their newlywed status, the couples hard-
ly speak, let alone embrace. Brides and
grooms alike stare at their lines, taking
their eyes off the water only to glance ar
the tips of their rods.

At lunch, the two parties gather at
Axton’s for chicken-fried steak and chili
dogs, then return without a break. The
four have spent months dreaming of
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“Yes! Yes!” shouts
Shotaro Fukushima as
he lands the 8.37-
pound largemouth that
was his reward for a
honeymoon trip with
his bride, Kumi
Tadokoro.

“THE JAFANESE COME,” JOE AXTON sAYs, “LOOKING FOR

American trophy bass, and t=e Lake
Fork outing cost them $2,5(9) =ach.
This is supposed to be the fishing -rip
of a lifetime, and it is impor=art chat it
measure up.

At the end of the day, infant-yman
Masaaki has landed only four unre-
markable bass. Asano bests kim, with
seven catches — and it is only
the second day of their marnage.
Because it was the frst day oo
their trip, their mocd is lighz=r a:
sundown than Shotaro’s and
Kumi’s, for whom a bass of bare-
ly seven pounds has been the
biggest catch of three days. If
they don't catch The Big Ore
on Wednesday, their frowns sav,
they will go home with much-dimmed
honeymoon dreams.

Wednesday morning the two co_ples
and their guides leave early, ~oping for
topwater action — which dossn’: mate-
rialize. The day was sunnier but, as they
knew, that’s no benefit: bass gc toward
the bottom when bait fish da, and bait

[:ibh diVC WhCll (hC [CH]P(‘JI'S[['_]I‘{'S (.llmb
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It -s a droll morning uatil, angling near
the lily pads that surround the Lake’s
Bird Island, Kumi hooks a big fish and,
wizh Purdy’s help, fights and follows it
around the boat, until it is in. The bass,
which weighed-in at 7 79 pounds, gozs
into the live well, a partial payment on
a | fetime dream. Kumi takes a sheet of

L

(Bass)

paper and writes, “8:37 a.m., 26
degrees” — the Celsius air temperature
— and “stud fry,” the kait. “T keep =
diary,” she says, “and I "ike for it tc bz
accuratz.” The catch puts her ahead cf
her husband for the retal number of
fish bagged — 12 versus nine — and
evan if a seven-poundet isn't as big as

hEI llOE)ES, S[]E is content now.

A few minures later, Shotaro’s rod
bends and tw_tches. The short Japanese
waddles around to the back of the boat,
pulling. pulling, -ryiag to bring the big
fish in Kumi reaches for her record
sheet; it is 9:10 a.m. when the fish
breaks water; the bait was a ring fry. It is
obvioLs at a glanze that Shotara’s carch

is the biggest yet; it will weigh in
zt 8.37 pecunds. As ke lifts the
trophy into Pardv’s net, the
young dzcorazor begins to yell,
“Yes! Yzs! Yes!” Not “Hai! Hai!
Hail,” but “Yes! Yes!” Shotaro
doesn’t vo_ce another word, and
mayb-c ther=s no need. Yes, this
catch wras the reason thar he'd
flown to Lake Fork. Yes, this
was waat he was heping fo-. Yes — he
was very glad izt beld come.

Whea Shota-o ard Kumi reach
Axton’s at nocn, their morning catches
— borh abovz the 22-inca upper slot
limit for Lake Ferk — are handed over
to a taxidermis:. Two Texas trophy bass
are headed for Japan and rwo newly-

WEdS eIe ready to go ]10."[1(.‘. *
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LEGEND,

A ALY

- was taken in 1960
_when Davis was 58.

illiam B. “Doc”

Davis, a pioneering

Texas mammalo-

gist and long-time

figure at Texas
A&M University, was born far outside
the state’s borders, in the little town of
Rexburg, Idaho, in 1902. His interest
in nature developed at a young age.

® B Y

“Whan I was 14,” he recaled in his
autobiograpay, “I became an ardent
birdwatcher and spent wezkends roam-
ing the countryside taking inventory of
bird populations and taking notes used
later in my earliest publicz-ions. I also
profited from a correspongence course
in taxidermy.”

Davis graduated from Caico

E-BD g M S c -0

(Califerniai Statz College and for 12
vears worked as a teacher and principal
in elementary ard high schools in
lcahe, Washington and California. In
2937 ke earned a Master of Science
degree and Ph.DD. in zoology from the
University of California at Berkeley. As
a graduate student, he studied and
worked with two notable vertebrate

PR T
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zoologists, Dr. Joseph Grinnell and Dr.
E. Raymond Hall, author of a monu-
mental work on the mammals of
Nevada. On summer field trips, Davis
reported that he “served as camp cook
for one dollar per day, learned where
and how to run traplines and how to
prepare museum study specimens of
whatever we captured.”

In 1937, the Texas Legislature
approved the addition of a curriculum
in wildlife conservation and manage-
ment to the offerings of Texas A&M
and appropriated funds for one full-
time instructor. The Department of
Wild Game was established on
September 1, 1937, and Dr. W. B.
Davis was employed as its professor
that year, moving to College Station
from Berkeley. He was charged with
responsibility for developing the teach-
ing program of the depart-
ment, one of the first wildlife
science departments in the
Southwest. He continued to
head it until 1965, when he
returned to full-time research
and graduate teaching in
what now is the Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries
Sciences. The department,
the largest undergraduate
department of its kind in the
United States, now offers 36
undergraduate and 25 gradu-
ate courses.

During his 30-year career at A&M,
Doc Davis developed all of the depart-
mental academic courses and taught
most of them, while vigorously pursu-
ing his own research in Texas, Mexico,
Central and South America.
Meanwhile, he contributed to the Texas
Cooperative Wildlife Collection, the
largest reference, teaching and research
collection of vertebrate animals in the
Southwest, with some 180,000
specimens.

To expand his field beyond that of
relatively well-known larger animals,
W. B. Davis led his scudents and col-
leagues on field trips into the inky
depths of caves, delving into the little-
known haunts of burrowing animals,

THE S

across forbidding rocky desert ledges
and into the heart of tropical jungles.
In a lifetime of scientific work, Davis
described and named 12 new species of
mammals, birds, reptiles and amphib-
ians, and 23 subspecies, including the
fruit-eating bat, whip-tailed lizard,
sheep toad, four-toed anteater and
pocket gopher. In the scientific com-
munity, his research earned him the
nickname, “Gopher Bill Davis.”

Davis demanded much from his stu-
dents. Classroom instruction and
examinations were supplemented by
summer field trips both in the U. S.
and Mexico. His purpose was to expose
students to the rigors of field condi-
tions. “My main purpose was to
observe how individual students per-
form and react under stress — hard,
tedious work under gasoline lanterns,

THE MORE THAN

3,500 GRADUATES FROM THE
DEPARTMENT THAT DAVIS FOUNDED
INCLUDE EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS OF

FLORIDA AND ARIZONA

long hours, leaky tents, no entertain-
ment and lictle food. I got to know
them very well,” he noted.

Doc Davis confided to friends that
he learned early that the teaching pro-
fession was not a “get rich quick”
proposition. In order to live comfort-
ably, educate his children and pursue
his beloved career, he became a self-
taught expert in stock market invest-
ments. His success as an investor
enabled him to attend scholarly meet-
ings for which inadequate travel funds
were available and allowed him the lux-
ury of driving an ever-present white
Cadillac, his major lifetime extrava-
gance. At departmental coffee breaks,
Doc Davis discouraged the usual small

ATE FISH AND WILDLIFE
AGENCIES IN TEX

talk and had faculty, staff and graduate
students prepare reports on selected
stocks. Each staff member was encour-
aged to invest monthly in a collective
portfolio — known as the Caffeine
Investment Group.

The more than 3,500 graduates from
the department that Davis founded
include executive directors of the state
fish and wildlife agencies in Texas,
Louisiana, Florida and Arizona.
Hundreds more have served on the
staffs of Texas Parks and Wildlife, the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, The
National Park Service and wildlife
agencies around the globe.

From 1945 to 1962, Dr. Davis con-
tributed some two dozen articles on
Texas wildlife species to Texas Parks &
Wildlife magazine and during his life
penned nearly 200 academic papers on
mammals, birds, reptiles and
amphibians. In 1994, though
nearly blind and 92, Doc
Davis concluded a lifecime of
writing by revising The
Mammals of Texas for its fifcth
edition. Davis had co-
authored the book with
A&M’s Dr. W. P. Taylor in
1947 and, for a subsequent
edition, revised it with Dr.
David J. Schmidly, another
internationally recognized
authority on mammals.

In 1965, Dr. Davis was
honored as “Conservation Educator of
the Year” by the Sportsmen’s Clubs of
Texas, the National Wildlife Federation
and the Sears-Roebuck Foundation.
The American Society of
Mammalogists paid tribute to his
achievements by electing him presi-
dent, 1955-58, and as chairman of its
Board of Trustees in 1961. Dr.
Schmidly noted in The Mammals of
Téxas that W. B. Davis “rightly deserves
acclaim as the ‘father’ of mammalogy
in the state.” He died at home in 1995
in Bryan, Texas, at age 93.

EpwiN H. COOPER #s a freelance writer
who lives in Franklin.
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From Big Bend to the Big Thicket and the Red to the Rio Grande

BIG BEND
COUNTRY

PANHANDLE
PLAINS

PRAIRIES

&

HILL
COUNTRY

PANHANDLE-
PLAINS

SEPTEMBER EVENTS

Sept. 1: Mourning dove
season opens in the North
Zone, 512-389-4505.

Sept. 4: Hunter
Safety/Survival Demonstration,
Copper Breaks SP Quanah,
940-839-4331.

Sept. 11: Grassland Tour
and Plant Identification, Lake
Rita Blanca SP & Trailway,
Canyon, 806-488-2227.

Sept. 25: Campfire
Program, Abilene 5P, Abilene,
915-572-3204.

Sept. 25, 26: Hunter

Safety Course, Copper Breaks
SP, Quanah, 940-839-4331.

OCTOBER EVENTS

Oct. 1: Javelina season
opens in some counties.

Oct. 2: Bats, Copper Breaks
SP, Quanah, 940-839-4331.

Oct. 2-10: Pronghorn hunt-
ing by permit, 512-389-4505.
Oct. 2-31: Mule deer and
white-tailed deer archery sea-
50N, 512-389-4505.

Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31:
Open House, Lubbock Lake
Landmark SHP, Lubbock, 806-
765-0737.

Oct. 7-14: oth Annual

LAKES

SGOOMAINIM

Celebration Week, Lubbock
Lake Landmark SHP, Lubbock,
806-765-0737.

Oct. 9: Starwalk, Copper
Breaks SP, Quanah, 940-839-
4331

Oct. 9: Harvest Saturday,
Big Spring SP, Big Spring,
800-734-7641.

Oct. 13-15: North Texas
Quail Symposium, Abilene,
915-672-6048.

Oct. 23: Palo Duro Trail
Run, Palo Duro Canyon SP,
Canyon, 806-488-2227.

Oct. 30: The Haunted
Canyon, Palo Duro Canyon SP,
Canyon, 806-488-2227.

Oct. 30: Quail season
opens, 512-389-4505.

PRAIRIES
AND LAKES

SEPTEMBER EVENTS

Sept.: Cowboy Music,
Poetry and Stories, call for
dates and times, Cleburne SP,
Cleburne, 817-645-4215.

Sept.: Guided Tours, every
weekend, Monument Hill &
Kreische Brewery SHP, La
Grange, 409-968-5658.

Sept.: Historical Tour,
Saturday and Sunday,
Stephen F. Austin SHP, San
Felipe, 409-885-3613.

Sept. 1: Mourning dove
season opens in the North
Zone and Central Zone, 512-
389-4505.

Sept. 11: Stagecoach Rides,
Fanthorp Inn SHP, Anderson,
409-873-2633.

Sept. 11: Great Texas
Peanut Festival, Gorman, 254-
734-3411.

Sept. 12: Dallas Trekkers
11K Walk, Cedar Hill SP, Cedar
Hill, 972-723-6536.

Sept. 18: Equestrian Trail
Ride, Cedar Hill SP, Cedar Hill,

972-291-6505.

Sept. 21-23: Deer
Management 101: From the
Ground Up, College Station,
903-834-6191.

Sept. 25: Texian Days,
Fanthorp Inn SHP, Anderson,
409-873-2633.

Sept. 25-26: Youth squirrel

season in some East Texas
counties, 512-389-4505.




Sept. 26: Kids' Wilderness
Survival, Cleburne SP,
Cleburne, 817-645-4215.

OCTOBER EVENTS

Oct.: Historical Tour, every
Saturday and Sunday, Stephen
F. Austin SHP, San Felipe, 409-
885-3613.

Oct. 2: Landscaping with
Wildflowers and Other Native
Plants, Washington-on-the-
Brazos SHP, Washington, 409-
878-2214.

Oct. 2-31: White-tailed deer
archery season, 512-389-
4505.

Oct. 2-31: Rio Grande
turkey archery season, 512-
389-4505.

Oct. 9: Stagecoach Rides,
Fanthorp Inn SHP, Anderson,
409-873-2633.

Oct. 9: Third Annual North
Texas Amateur Astronomers’
Star Party, Cleburne SP,
Cleburne, 817-645-

4215.

Oct. 16: Equestrian Trail
Ride, Cedar Hill SP, Cedar Hill,
972-291-6505.

Oct. 23: General Sam Bell
Maxey’s Funeral Reenactment,
Sam Bell Maxey House SHP,
Paris, 903-785-5716.

Oct. 23: Cowboy Music,

Poetry and Stories, Cleburne
SP, Cleburne, 817-645-4215.

Oct. 29-31: fFossilmania
XVII, Glen Rose, 210-492-9163.

Oct. 30: The Pumpkin
Patch, Sebastopol SHP,

Seguin, 830-379-4833.

Oct. 30: Quail season
opens, 512-389-4505.

Oct. 30-31: Special youth
season, white-tailed deer, 512-
389-4505.

PINEYWOODS

SEPTEMBER EVENTS

Sept 1: Mourning dove sea-

son opens in the Central
Zone, 512-389-4505.

Sept. 4: Cowboy Campfire
Songs, Poetry and Stories
Martin Dies, Jr. SP, Jasper,
409-384-5231.

Sept. 5, 12, 26: Walk on
the Wild Side, Martin Dies, Jr.
SP, Jasper, 409-384-

5231,

Sept. 5: Project WILD
Activities, Martin Dies, Jr. SP,
Jasper, 409-384-5231.

Sept. 11: Alligator Etiquette,
Martin Dies, Jr. SP, Jasper, 409-
384-5231.

Sept. 18: Floating the
Forks, Martin Dies, Jr. SP,

Jasper, 409-384-5231.

Sept. 18: Steam Train
Restoration Shop Tours, Texas
State Railroad SHP, Rusk,
800-442-8951.

Sept. 18: City-wide Quilt
Show, Governor James Hogg
SHP, Quitman, 903-763-2701.

Sept. 18: Texas Big Game
Awards, Pineywoods,
Nacogdoches, 800-849-9453.

Sept. 21, 22, 23: Hunter
Education Course, Martin Dies,
Jr. SP, Jasper, 409-384-5231.

Sept. 25-26: Youth squirrel
season in some East Texas
counties, 512-389-4505.

OCTOBER EVENTS

Oct. 2-31: White-tailed deer

archery season, 512-389-4505.

Oct. 3, 10, 24, 31: Walk
on the Wild Side, Martin Dies,
Jr. SP, Jasper, 409-384-

£o74

Oct. 8-9: 11th Annual
Southwestern Canoe
Rendezvous, Huntsville State
Park, Huntsville, 713-467-
8857.

Oct. 9: Big Thicket Tales
and Ghost Stories, Martin
Dies, Jr. SP, Jasper, 409-384-
5231

Oct. 16: Murder on the Dis-
Oriented Express, Texas State
Railroad SHP, Rusk, 1-800-
442-8951.

Oct. 16: Floating the Forks,

Martin Dies, Jr. SP, Jasper, 409-

384-5231.

Oct. 16: Guided Nature Trail
Hike, Village Creek SP,
Lumberton, 409-755-7322.

Oct. 30: 7th Annual
Haunted Halloween Hike,
Martin Dies, Jr. SP, Jasper, 409-
384-5231.

Oct. 30: Quail season
opens, 512-389-4505.

Oct. 30-31: Special youth
season, white-tailed deer, 512-
389-4505.

GULF COAST

SEPTEMBER EVENTS

Sept.: Weekend Nature
Programs, every weekend,
Brazos Bend SP, Needville,
409-553-5101.

Sept.: The Showing of the
Quilts, daily, Varner-Hogg
Plantation SHP, West
Columbia, 409-345-4656.

Sept.:Wednesdays through
Sundays: Plantation house,
barn and grounds tours,
Varner-Hogg Plantation SHP,
West Columbia, 409-345-
4656.

Sept. 1: Mourning dove sea-
son opens in the Central
Zone, 512-389-4505.

Sept. 4, 5: 25th Annual
Ruff Rider Regatta, 956-761-
3005.

Sept. 4: Wild Boar Safari,
Fennessey Ranch, 361-529-
6600.

Sept. 4, 5: Dick Dowling
Days, Sabine Pass
Battleground SHP, Sabine
Pass, 409-971-2559.

Sept 5: Labor Day Fireworks
Qver the Bay, South Padre
Island, 956-761-3000.

Sept. 10-30: Alligator
hunting by permit, 512-389-
4505.

Sept. 11: Fall Family
Festival, Houston Arboretum &
Nature Center, Houston, 713-
681-8433.

Sept. 11, 18: Hummingbird
Tours, Fennessey Ranch,
Refugio, 361-529-6600.

Sept. 16-19: 11th Annual
Hummer/Bird Celebration,
Rockport, 800-826-6441.

Sept. 18: Texas Adopt-A-
Beach cleanup, 800-85-BEACH.

Sept. 24: Moumning dove
season opens in the South
Zone, 512-389-4505.

Sept. 25, 26: Battle
Stations 1944, Battleship
Texas SHP, La Porte, 281-479-
2431

Sept. 25: Fall Hawk
Watches, Fennessey Ranch,
Refugio, 361-529-6600.

Sept. 30-0ct. 1: Bulb and
Plant Mart, The Garden Club
of Houston, Houston, 713-681-
8433.

OCTOBER EVENTS

Oct.: The Showing of the
Quilts, a daily event through
October, Varner-Hogg
Plantation SHP, West
Columbia, 409-345-4656.

Oct.: Weekend Programs,
every Saturday and Sunday,
Brazos Bend SP, Needville,
409-553-5101.

Oct.: Wednesdays through
Sundays: Plantation house,
barn and grounds tours,
Varmer-Hogg Plantation SHP,
West Columbia, 409-345-
4656.

Oct. 2-31: Rio Grande
turkey archery season, 512-
389-4505.

Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30:
Calypso Duck Mission River
Tours, Fennessey Ranch,
Refugio, 361-529-6600.

Oct. 2: Fall Hawk Watches,
Fennessey Ranch, Fennessey
Ranch Refugio, 361-529-6600.

Oct. 2-31: White-tailed deer
archery season, 512-389-4505.

Oct. 16, 30: Fennessey
Ranch Wild Boar Safari,
Fennessey Ranch, Refugio,
361-529-6600.

Oct. 16: Texas Gulf Coast
Roundup, Boyd's One-Stop,
Texas City, 281-474-2811 or
800-792-1112, (press 4).

Oct. 16-17: 12th Annual
Sand Castle Days, South
Padre Island, 956-761-6222.

Oct. 30: Mansion Madness,
Fulton Mansion SHP, Fulton,
361-729-0386.

Oct. 30: Tales From the
Campfire, Brazos Bend SP,
Needville, 409-553-5101.




Oct. 30: Quail season
opens, 512-389-45C5.

Oct. 30: Pheasan: season
opens, 512-389-45C5.

Oct. 30-31: Special youth
season, white-tailec deer, 512-
389-4505.

HILL
COUNTRY

SEPTEMBER EVENTS

Sept.: Honey Creek Canyon
Walk, every Saturday, Honey
Creek SNA, Spring Branch,
830-438-2656.

Sept.: Old Tunnel Bat
Emergence Tour, every
Thursday, Old Tunnel WMA,
Fredericksburg, 830-644-2478.

Sept. 1: Mourning dove sea-
son opens in the North Zone
and Central Zone, 512-389-
4505.

Sept. 4: Texas Big Game
Awards, Edwards Plateau,
Fredericksburg, 800-849-9453.

Sept. 7: Sky Watch Primer,
Wild Basin Wilderness
Preserve, Austin, 512-327-
7622.

Sept. 11, 19: Wild Basin
Walk, Wild Basin Wilderness
Preserve, Austin, 512-327-
7622,

Sept. 12: Snakes Alive! Wild
Basin Wilderness Praserve,
Austin, 512-327-7622.

Sept. 12: Crescent Moon
Stargazing, Wild Basin
Wilderness Preserve, Austin,
512-327-7622.

Sept. 13, 20: Tiny
Footprints Training for
preschool students, Wild Basin
Wilderness Preserve, Austin,
512-327-7622.

Sept. 18: 150th Anniversary
of Landmark Inn, Landmark
Inn SHP, Castroville, 830-931-
2133.

Sept. 18: The X Ear Shoot

Qut, X Bar Ranch, off IH-10
near Sonora, 888-853-2688.

Sept. 18: Wildlife Use
Appraisal Workshop, Lady Bird
Johnson Wildflower Center,
Austin, 512-292-4200.

Sept. 18: Night of the
Wildflowers Benefit, Lady Bird
Johnson Wildflower Center,
Austin, 512-292-4200.

Sept. 18: Aquifer Walk, Wild
Basin Wilderness Preserve,
Austin, 512-327-7622.

Sept. 20: Austin Fly Fishers
meeting, 512-918-1832.

Sept. 22: Butterfly Gardens,
brown bag lunch series, Wild
Basin Wilderness Preserve,
Austin, 512-327-7622.

Sept. 23: Memory-making
Magic parent and preschooler
walk, Wild Basin Wilderness
Preserve, Austin, 512-327-
7622.

Sept. 25: Fall Field Day,
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower
Center, Austin, 512-292-4200.

Sept. 25: Harvest Moon
Science Night, Wild Basin
Wilderness Preserve, Austin,
512-327-7622.

Sept. 26: Knowing Native
Plants, Wild Basin Wilderness
Preserve, Austin, 512-327-
7622.

Sept. 30: Range and Wildlife
Management Seminar, Kerr
WMA, Hunt, 830-238-4483.

OCTOBER EVENTS

Oct.: Old Tunnel Bat
Emergence Tour, every
Thursday and Saturday, Old
Tunnel WMA, Fredericksburg,
830-644-2478.

Oct.: Wild Cave Tours, every
Saturday and Sunday,
Colorado Bend SP, Bend, 915-
628-3240.

Oct.: Gorman Falls Hike,
every Saturday and Sunday,
Colorado Bend SP, Bend, 915-
628-3240.

Oct. 1: Javelina season opens
in some counties.

Oct. 2-31: Rio Grande turkey
archery season, 512-389-4505.

Oct. 2-3: Texas Wildlife
Expo, TPW Headquarters,
Austin, 800-792-1112.

Oct. 2-31: White-tailed deer
archery season, 512-389-4505.

Oct. 8: Range and Wildlife
Seminar, Kerr WMA, Hunt, 830-
238-4483.

Oct. 9, 16: Spotlight Deer
Census, Colorado Bend SP,
Bend, 915-628-3240.

Oct. 16: Texas Hill Country
River Region Classic Challenge
Bike Tour, Garner SP, Concan,
830-232-6132.

Oct. 18: Austin Fly Fishers
meeting, 512-918-1832.

Oct. 22-24: Managing
Roadsides Naturally: The
Ecological, Economic and
Aesthetic Beneftits of
Wildflowers and Native Plants,
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower
Center, Austin, 512-292-4200.

Oct. 30: Children Bloom
Best in Families Festival, Lady
Bird Johnson Wildflower Center,
Austin, 512-292-4200.

Oct. 30-31: Special youth
season, white-tailed deer, 512-
389-4505.

Oct. 30: Quail season
opens, 512-389-4505.

BIG BEND
COUNTRY

SEPTEMBER EVENTS

Sept.: Rock Art Tour, every
Saturday and Sunday, Hueco
Tanks SHP, El Paso, 915-857-
1135.

Sept.: Fate Bell Cave
Dwelling Tour, Wednesday
through Sunday, Seminole
Canyon SHP, Comstock, 915-
292-4464.

Sept. 1: Mourning dove sea-
son opens in the North Zone
and Central Zone, 512-389-
4505.

Sept. 4, 18: Bus Tour, Big
Bend Ranch SP, Presidio, 512-
389-8900.

Sept. 10-12: Desert Survival
Workshop, Big Bend Ranch SP,
Presidio, 915-229-3416.

Sept. 10-12: Trail Ride, Big
Bend Ranch State Park, 281-
486-8070.

Sept. 18-19, 25-26: On

the Trail of Echols - Big Bend
Camel Treks, Big Bend Ranch
SP, Presidio, 915-229-3416.

Sept. 19: Bird Identification
Tour, Hueco Tanks SHP, El

Paso, 915-857-1135.

OCTOBER EVENTS

Oct.: Fate Bell Cave Dwelling
Tour, every Wednesday thru
Sunday, Seminole Canyon SHP,
Comstock, 915-292-4464.

Oct.: Rock Art Tour, every
weekend, Hueco Tanks SHP, El
Paso, 915-857-1135.

Oct. 1: Javelina season opens
in some counties.

Oct. 2-10: Pronghorn hunt-
ing by permit. 512-389-4505.

Oct. 2-31: Mule deer archery
season, 512-389-45065.

Oct. 2, 3, 16, 17: Guided
Weekend Hikes, Franklin
Mountains SP, El Paso, 915-
566-6441.

Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30:
White Shaman Tour, Seminole
Canyon SHP, Comstock, 915-
292-4464.

Oct. 8-10: Longhom Cattle
Drive, Big Bend Ranch SP,
Presidio, 915-229-3416.

Oct. 9, 23: Sustainable
Living Series, Barton Warnock
Environmental Education
Center, Lajitas, 915-424-3327.

Oct. 15, 16: Living History
Event, Fort Lancaster SHP,
Sheffield, 915-836-4391.

Oct. 16: Desert Gardening,
Barton Warnock Environmental
Education Center, Lajitas, 915-
424-3327.

Oct. 17: Bird Identification
Tour, Hueco Tanks SHP, El
Paso, 915-857-1135.

Oct. 21: Adobe Architectural
Styles, Fort Leaton SHP,
Presidio, 915-229-3613.

Oct. 24: Panther Cave Boat
Tour, Seminole Canyon SHP,
Comstock, 915-292-4464.

Oct. 24: Upper Canyon Tour,
Seminole Canyon SHP,
Comstock, 915-292-4464.

Oct. 27: Edible and Useful
Plants: A Texas Trinity, Barton
Warnock Environmental
Education Center, Lajitas, 915-
424-3327.

Oct. 29-31: Trail Ride, Big
Bend Ranch State Park, 281-
486-8070.

Oct. 30, 31: 5th Annual
Interpretive Fair, Hueco Tanks




Environmental Education

Seminole Canyon SHP,
Comstock, 915-292-4464.

Oct. 30: Quail season
opens, 512-389-4505.

3613.

SOUTH
TEXAS
PLAINS
SEPTEMBER EVENTS
Sept.: Kiskadee Bus Tour,

SHP, El Paso, 915-857-1135.
Oct. 30: Casting Tracks of
the Big Bend, Barton Warnock
Center, Lajitas, 915-424-3327.

Oct. 30: Presa Canyon Tour,

Oct. 31: Trick or Treat, Fort
Leaton SHP, Presidio, 915-229-

every Tuesday and Friday,
Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley SP,
Mission, 956-519-6448.

Sept. 4, 5, 11, 12: White-winged
dove season in the Special
White-Winged Dove Area, 512-
389-4505.

Sept. 11: Texas Big Game
Awards, South Texas, Carrizo
Springs, 800-849-9453.

Sept. 23: Wildlife
Management Symposium,
Chaparral WMA, Artesia Wells,
830-676-3413.

Sept. 24: Mourning dove
season opens in the South
Zone, 512-389-3405.

Sept. 24-25: Lonesome
Dove Fest, Karnes County,
830-780-2471 or 830-780-
2670.

OCTOBER EVENTS

Oct.: Kiskadee Bus Tour,
every Tuesday and Friday,
Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley SP,
Mission, 956-585-1107.

Oct.: El Canelo Ranch Bus
Tour, every other Wednesday,
Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley SP,

Mission, 956-585-1107.

Oct. 1: Javelina season opens
in some counties.

Oct. 2-31: White-tailed deer
archery season, 512-389-4505.

Oct. 2-31: Rio Grande
turkey archery season, 512-

389-4505.

Oct. 16: Bird Identification
Tour, Choke Canyon
SP/Calliham Unit, Calliham,
361-786-3868.

Oct. 19-21: Youth Shooting
Sports Event, Chaparrai WMA,
Artesia Wells, 830-676-3413.

Oct. 22-24: Legacy Bass
Fishing Tournament, Falcon SP,
Falcon Heights, 956-848-5327.

Oct. 22-23: “Goliad — A
Celebration of 250 Years of
Texas Ranching,” 361-645-
3540.

Oct 22-24: 4th Annual

Texas Butterfly Festival,
Mission, 800-580-2700.

Oct. 23: “Celebrating 250
Years of Tejano Heritage” sym-
posium, Goliad, 361-645-3563.

Oct. 30-31: Special youth

season, white-tailed deer, 512-
389-4505.

Oct. 30: Quail season
opens, 512-389-4505.
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TECHNOLOGY UPDATE

Scientist invents easy solution for hard

water problems

ClearWave is a revolutionary new product that solves your home's hard water problems

without salt, chemicals or plumbing.

appointed to find that the water pressure was

not as high as at my previous house. One of my
neighbors told me the problem was hard water—
that our water supply contains lots of minerals, like
calcium and magnesium. This causes scales to build
up in pipes, appliances, fixtures and even the water
heater. | had heard that hard water solutions were
costly and inconvenient, so I asked him what he'd
done about the problem. That's when he told me
about ClearWave, a remarkable water conditioner
that helps reduce scale buildup and helps prevent
new scales from forming.
An innovative solution. ClearWave uses the latest
microprocessor technology to electronically gener-
ate inaudible waveforms. They help keep calcium
carbonate particles, or scale, dissolved in the water.
The water treated by ClearWave continues to dis-
solve the scale as it flows through the pipes. Over
time, it helps solve hard water problems in the
entire system, from the water heater and pipes to
appliances and shower heads. This will result in a
variety of benefits for you and your home. You'll
find yourself using less soap and detergent, and
vour appliances will operate more efficiently.

I recently moved into a new home, and I was dis-

ClearWave works with all types of pipe and installs
easily with ordinary household tools.

What will happen. As soon as it's installed,
ClearWave immediately starts to loosen existing
scale in both the hot and cold water systems. One
immediate result you'll notice is that soap will lath-
er more easily. After five days, the scale will begin to
break down and come off water heater elements
and tanks.

After 10 days, it should be noticeably easier to
wipe clean ceramic, plastic, glass and metal sur-
faces. By now, the quantity of bath soap, dish soap,
laundry detergent and laundry softening agents can
be reduced. Scale should have loosened on shower-
heads and frequently used appliances that boil
water, like coffeemakers. After 16 days, the scale in
the water heater will have reduced to the point that
water should heat up more quickly—with less
energy needed to achieve the desired temperature.

After one to two months, you should notice a
significant reduction in scaly crust and stains in toi-
lets or under faucets, and no new crust should form.
Mold that attaches to scale on shower curtains will
disappear for good. Depending on the water hard-
ness in the area, the full effects can take up 12 weeks.

® yorles with 4l by j,u:;, of plps
® =5y o insiall

Try it risk-free. Why put up with the mess and has-
sle of hard water deposits when there’s a simple,
affordable solution. ClearWave comes with a
three-year manufacturer’s limited warranty and
Comtrad’s exclusive risk-free home trial. If you are
not satisfied for any reason, simply return it within
90 days for a full “No Questions Asked” refund.

ClearWave Water Conditioner
........................ $199.95 $12 S&H
Please mention pronotional code 5221-16532.

For fastest service, call toll-free 24 hours a day
800-992-2966 &I ESE- *|
comtradindustries

2820 Waterford Lake Drive, Suite 102 Midlothian, VA 23112
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Look for These Stories

in the Coming Weeks:

Aug. 29 - Sept. 5:
Descendants of bison
rounded up a century
ago now roaming the
Texas plains: transform-
ing your backyard into
wildlife habirat; outdoor
enthusiasts cetermined
to have a good time.

Sept. 5 -12:

Game wardens keeping
water recreationists safe;
how moviemakers have
discovered a truly Texas
resource; in search of
mountain lions.

Sept. 12 -19:

Inner city kids experienc-
ing the outdoors;
teaching old crafts to a
new audience; trout
fishing in Texas.

Sept. 19 - 26:
Training for swift water
rescues; horred lizards;

the Bobwhitz Brigade.

Sept. 26 - Oct. 3:

How Corpus Christi is
meeting water needs;
why so many migratory
birds pass th-ough Texas;
tracking wilclife.

“TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE"

Watch our Emmy Award-winning companion
television series on your local PBS affiliate.
All times p.m. unless otherwise noted.

In stereo where available.

Bison once again roam the Texas plains.
Watch the week of Aug. 29 - Sept. 5.

Amarillo: KACVY, Ch. 2 / Sun. 4:00
Austin: KLRU, Ch. 18 / Mon. 12:00 / Sat. 8:00
College Station: KAMU, Ch. 15 / Thurs. 7:00

Corpus Christi: KEDT, Ch. 16 / Thurs. 7:30 /
Fri. 11:30

Dallas/Fort Worth: KERA, Ch. 13 / Fri. 11:00

Also serving Abilene, Denton, Longview, Marshall, San Angelo,
Texarkana, Tyler, Wichita Falls, Sherman

El Paso: KCOS, Ch. 13 / Sun. 6:00
Harlingen: KMBH, Ch. 60 / Sun. 12:30

Also serving McAllen, Mission

Houston: KUHT, Ch. 8 / Sun. 5:00
Also serving Beaumont/Port Arthur, Galveston,
Texas City, Victoria

Killeen: KNCT, Ch. 46 / Sun. 4:00

Also serving Temple
Lubbock: KTXT, Ch. 5 / Sat. 6:30

Odessa: KOCV, Ch. 36 / Fri. 1:30 / Sat. 5:00
Also serving Midland

San Antonio: KLRN, Ch. g / Thur. 12:00

Also serving Laredo
Waco: KCTF, Ch. 34 / Sat. 3:00

Schedules are subject to change, so check local listings.

“PASSPORT TO TEXAS”

Your Radio Guide to the
Great Texas Outdoors

Join Joel Block weekdays
for a 9o-second Journey into
the Texas Outdoors. Producer
Kathleen Jenkins. Check this
listing for a station near you
or visit our Web site:
www.passporttotexas.com

Abilene: KACU-FM 89.7 / 7:06 a.m. &
1:44, 6:01 p.m.

Amarillo: KACV-FM 89.9 / 9:20 a.m.
Atlanta: KPYN-FM 100.1 / 4:30 p.m.

Austin: KUT-FM 90.5 / 1:58 p.m.,
(12:58 p.m. Fr.), KVET-AM 1300 / 6:00
a.m. ® Austin American-Statesman’s
Inside Line 512-416-5700 category
6287 (NATR)

Beaumont: KLVI-AM 560 / 5:40 a.m.

Brady: KNEL-AM 1490 / 7:20 a.m. &
8:50 p.m., KNEL-FM 95.3 / 7:20 a.m.
& 8:50 p.m.

Brenham: KWHI-AM 1280 / 6:50 a.m.
Bryan: WTAW-AM 1150 / 5:45 p.m.
Canyon: KWTS-FM 91.1 / 7:10 a.m.

Carthage: KGAS-AM 1590 / 6:46 a.m.,
KGAS-FM 104.3 / 6:46 a.m.

Center: KDET-AM 930 / 5:15 p.m.

Coleman: KSTA-AM 1000 / 7:45 a.m.
& 5:15 p.m.
Columbus: KULM-FM 98.3 / 7:20 a.m.

Comanche: KCOM-AM 1550 / 6:30
a.m.,
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SIGHTS & SOUNDS

Commerce: KETR-FM 88.9 / 10:15 a.m.

Corpus Christi: KEDT-FM 90.3 / 5:34
p.m., KFTX-FM 97.5 / 5:35 a.m.

Crockett: KIVY-AM 1290 / 8:15 a.m.,
KIVY-FM 92.7 / 8:15 a.m.

Dimmitt: KDHN-AM 1470 / 12:31 p.m.

Dumas: KMRE-FM 95.3 / 10:30 a.m.
KDDD-AM 800 / 10:30 a.m.

Eagle Pass: KINL-FM 92.7 [ 7:15 a.m.

Eastland: KEAS-AM 1590 / 8:30 a.m.,
KEAS-FM 97.7 / 8:30 a.m.

Edna: KGUL-FM 96.1 / 8:15 a.m.

EL Campo: KULP-AM 1390 / 2:00 p.m.
Fairfield: KNES-FM 99.1 / 6:49 a.m.
Floresville: KWCB-FM 89.7 [ 1:30 p.m.
Floydada: KFLP-AM goo / 10:15 a.m.
& 4:15 p.m.

Ft. Stockton: KFST-AM 860 / 12:50
p.m., KFTS-FM 94.3 [ 12:50 p.m.
Freeport: KBRZ-AM 1460 / 10:15 a.m.
& 7:45 p.m.

Gainesville: KGAF-AM 1580 /

7:00 a.m.

Galveston: KGBC-AM 1540 / 1:45 p.m.
Gatesville: KRYL-FM 98.3 / 7:09 a.m.
Graham: KSWA-AM 1330 / 8:40 a.m.,
5:20 p.m.

Hallettsville: KHLT-AM 1520 / 8:15
a.m., KTXM-FM 99.9 / 8:15 a.m.
Harlingen: KMBH-FM 88.9 / 4:58 p.m.

Hereford: KPAN-AM 860 / 2:50 p.m.,
KPAN-FM 106.3 / 2:50 p.m.

Hillsbore: KHBR-AM 1560 / 9:30 a.m.
Houston: KTRH-AM 740 / 11:40 a.m.
Huntsville: KSHU-FM g0.5 /11:55 a.m.
& 5:55 p.m.

Jacksonville: KEBE-AM 1400/
7:25a.m.

Junction: KMBL-AM 1450 / 6:46 a.m.
& 3:46 p.m., KOOK-FM 93.5 / 6:46
a.m. & 3:46 p.m.

Kerrville: KRNH-FM 95.1 / 5:31 a.m.
& 12:57, 9:57 p.m.

Lampasas: KCYL-AM 1450 / 7:10 a.m.,
KACQ-FM 101.9 / 7:10 a.m.

Malakoff: KLVQ-AM 1410 / 7:20 a.m.

Marshall: KCUL-AM 1410 / 7:15 a.m.,
KCUL-FM 92.3 [ 7:15 a.m.

McAllen: KHID-FM 88.1 / 4:58 p.m.

Mesquite: KEOM-FM 88.5 / 5:30 a.m.,
2:30, 8:30 p.m. M-Th, (5:30 a.m. &

4:45 p.m. F)

Midland: KCRS-AM 550 / 6:43 a.m. &
1:43, 6:43 p.m.

Mineola: KMOO-FM 65.9 / 5:10 p.m.
Nacogdoches: KSAU-FM go.1 /3:00 p.m.
Ozona: KYXX-FM 94.3 / 12:09 p.m.
Palestine: KLIS-FM 96.7 / 7:15 a.m.
Pecos: KIUN-AM 1400 / 10:30 a.m.
Pleasanton: KBUC-FM 103.7,
KBUC-FM 8.3 / variable

Rockdale: KRXT-FM 8.5 / 5:04,

6:50 a.m.

San Angelo: KUTX-FM g0.1 /

1:58 (12:58 p.m. Fr.)

Seguin: KWED-AM 1580 / 7:20 a.m.
Sonora: KHOS-FM 92.1 / 12:09 p.m.
Sulphur Springs: KSST-AM 1230 /
4:45 p.m.

Texarkana: KCMC-AM 740 / 8:30 a.m.
or 12:15 p.m.

Uvalde: KVOU-AM 1400 / 5:33, 8:30
a.m. KVOU-FM 105 / 5:33, 8:30 a.m.

Victoria: KVRT-FM 90.7 / 5:34 p.m.
Waco: KBCT-FM 94.5 / 6:10 a.m.

Wichita Falls: KWFS-AM 1290 / 6:15,
7:45 a.m.

Yoakum: KYKM-FM 92.5 / 8:15 a.m.

“Passport to Texas” is available
at no cost to stations across the
state. For information contact
Donna Endres at 512-454-1922,
fax 512-454-2552, or write to

P.0. Box 5966, Austin, Texas
78763, e-mail<passport@io.com>

THIS SERIES IS MADE POSSIBLE
IN PART BY GRANTS FROM

THE DOW CHEMICAL COMPANY

These exciting VHS tapes bring home the beauty of
our Texas Parks at the low cost of $14.95 per tape
(+ t2x. & shipping). There are three tapes in the series

1. PANHANDLE PLAINS + BIG BEND
2 PRAIRIES & LAKES + PINEYWOODS

3. HILL COUNTRY + SO. TEXAS + GULF COAST
Buy all three and for a limited time, we'll send a FREE

bonus video, "Mountain Blking in Texas Sta‘e Parks",
alsc a $14.95 value
Calt our toll free number 1-800-535-0938 for credit

card sales or instructions for personal checks.

ireies

‘Weather Stations

Installation made easy! Davis' wire-
less Weather Monitor I1® and
Weather Wizard TT1° stations use
our new SensorLink” to trans-
mit data to the display console
up to 400" away! Each station
l comes completely pre-assem-
bled and includes sensors, a
radiation shield, a weather-
tight shelter, and a display con-
sole with receiver. All without run-
ning wires!

L4
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Or try our new radio transmission solutions -
Spread-Spectrum Radio Modem, UHF Radio
Modem & Cellular Phone Modem. They work
with all of our stations to provide data trans-
mission from virtually anywher

Davis Wireless Weather
Stations Feature j
Irside and Outside
‘Tzmperature, Wind Speed
and Direction, Barometric Pressure :
and Trend, Wind Chill, Dew Point, Daily and
Yearly Rainfall, Inside and Outside Humidity,
Time and Date, Highs and Lows, Alarms.

For o FREE catolog, call TPW0999
1-800-678-3669
One-year warranty ® 30-day money-back guorantee

.
Daws lnsfrumenls 3465 Diablo Ave., Hayward, CA 94545-2778
511) 732-9229 + FAX (510) 732-8188 » Sales@davisnel.com « www.davisnet.com «
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Goods and Services for the OQutdoor Enthusiast

PLACE YOUR AD IN OUTDOOR CLASSIFIEDS AND REACH TEXAS’

ACCOMMODATIONS

MOST ACTIVE OUTDOOR MARKET!

HUNTING

240 W. Main,
Fredericksburg,
Texas 78624
www.bancbfbg.com

e-mail:bandbfbg@ktc.com
(830) 997-4712

ped & Breakj'a‘"

OF Fredericksbut®

“Come as a Guest...
Leave as a Friend!"

BUCK’S South Texas Guide Service
Trout * Redfish # Flourder « Black Drurm
j Baifin Bay

Corous Christi
Dona.ed to Operation
Came Thief
Rt 3 Box 475 alice, TX 78332
wwwfishing-haffinbay.ccm
44 Home » (512) 701-0102 Mobile

(512) 668-6161 » £512) 6

San Antonio-Adams House. King William
Historic District, Riverwalk, trolley, antiques,
full breakfast.

www.san-antonio-texas.com

800-666-4810

KNOLLE FARM AND RANCH
Bed, Barn, and Breaxfast

Upscale inn on historic ranch near Corpus Christi.

Supetb birdwatching, horseback riding, canoeing,

fishing, gourmet meals and picnics.

(512) 547-2546 » www.knolle.com

Fredericksburg-Alte Welt Gasthof (Old World Inn).
Luxurious suites, Main Street. Romantic European
Antique Decor-Vintage Fabrics, Hot Tub.
www.fbg.net/altewelt 888-991-6749

Burnet-The Verandas. 1856 His-oric House —
romantic suites, private baths, full breakfasts,
enchanting grounds with wartergarden.

highlandlakes.com/verandas 512-715-0190

BIRDING

TEXAS GEMS HUMMER HOUSE. Largest
hummingbird feeding/nesting site. Observation
room viewing birds, deer, turkey. Dan Brown,
Box 555, Christoval, TX 76935. For information,
please call: toll free: 877) 255-2254.

REMEMBER THE ALAMO FOR YOUR
FINE FEATHERED FRIENDS
Authentic Reproduction of The Alamo
Handcrafted in Rustic Wood
Only $62.50
Add $6.50 for Shipping and Handlling

Texos Residents add 6.25% soles fax
VISA/MC/DISCOVER

OLD WeST
WOOoD CREATIONS

1-800-269-4091

Shop our website af www.uniquelytexas.com

SEPTEMBER 1999

Bl Caney s * 5-Boat Fleet

STRIPER : 3 s Coval Yourly
* 34 Ft. Boat for G
Expnnss * Gift Cer:::im:;s i
4«6

e RULCE

LAKE TEXOMA 903-786-4477

www.striperexpress.com

*x FENNESSEY RANCH » »

4,000 acre Gulf Coast ranch offering 4 day guid-
ed Whitetail buck hunts. 10th year of intensive
game management. Lodging, meals, and wild
boar hunt included. Serious inquiries only.

fenranch@2fords.net 361-529-6600

DiGitaL QuanTum SeLecTRA-CasT §
6-vour ‘1106 Comoum/nmm
0 / 124071112 - *138

HUNTING PRCDUCTS
3004 E. Asbaw o Axcncron, X 76010 W Pir UPS P!

1-800-263-2883 [fm=ng-=)

JFeet RecuaresLe GeL Barrey w,'1106 ContRoLLER PURCHASE Ty lﬂ/ 31!

# PUT TEXAS IN YOUR LAPTOP #

|
BUILDING SYSTEMS
Established 1979
800-643-535355
BUILD IT YOURSELF AND SAVE
24 X 36X 10 . S3863
30x60x 92, e STE32
51 x90% 14 . 512,688
GOX 72X 12 ... . §511,562
90 x 150 % 16. s 831,481
160 X 200X 16 ..., . $65,985
Commercial all sieel |]lll|(hl‘l},‘- :Illl| compenent parss
from America’s largest distributor since 1979, Ary
size is availab ¢ featuring casy bolt up rigid fran ¢
design for industry, office, mini-storege, shop, farn
and all steel homes. Call us today for a frce inform -
tion package and quote on the hest buildir gs madse

Mini Warehouse Sale
Any Shape Any Size
www.metalbldg.com

Reach 143,000 Outdoor
asts Every

Enth

CD-Rom topo maps and navigational charrs
for hunting, fishing, boating, hiking, birding,
anc mountainbiking,

outdoorexperts
Your online dealer for Maptech digital mapping
systems and Bigfoot marine electronics.

WWW.OUTDOOREXPERTS.COM

254-718-6938
fax: 254-853-2798

NW “(“u) U\l\—
Boulder, Colorado

Y YOUR online guide to

ule Deer, Pronghorn, Auodad,
Dove, Quall, Ducks, Geese, Pheasant,
Javellna, Feral Hogs, Russlan Boar,
Statewide ! Bobcat, Coyote, Fox, Mountain Lion, & Exotics.
Lease

S WWW.DEERTEXAS.COM

ik MasterCard accepied,  Deerexas.com, foc. #0 Sox 21540, Waco

Texas 70701040

coorse Texas Mosaics csovree
Muiticolor Maps of the Geographic Regions
of Texas with Brief Descript WT:%%‘
Write or Cail for Information.

Box 5275 Austin, Tx. 76763 (512)477-8943




HISTORIC & HOSPITALITY
ACCOMMODATIONS OF TEXAS

% Historic and 77 Hospitality Accommodations of Texas (HAT)

= includes the state’s finest historic bed & breakfasts, country inns,

_gqesthom a_nd d

The

AUSTIN

* 7 Carrington’s Bluff & Governors’ Inn
1877 Country house or 1897 Victorian near
state capitol and UT. Private baths, cable TV,
delicicus breakfasts. Featured on Romantic Inns
of America. 1998 “Best B&B in Austin” award.
Rates $59-$119.
governorsinnaustin.com 800-871-8908

* Woodburn House Austin Landmark in
Historic Hyde Park, centrally located, 1996
Austir Chronicle “Best B&B in Austin,”
www.woodburnhouse.com 888-690-9763

* Ye Kendall Inn 1859 National Landmark. 15
uniquz shops in a restored village. 13 rooms &
800-364-2138

BRENHAM

* Ant Street Inn Tour Antique Rose Emporium,
Blue Eell, Bush Library, Old Washington.
www.antstreetinn.com 800-329-4943

% Mariposa Ranch Elegant Victorian, log cabins,
cottages, suites. Romantic ENCHANTED
EVENING packages, massages. Featured in
Southern Living.

suites.

www.mariposaranch.com 409-836-4737

* Meyer B&B On Cypress Creek, Hill Country,
Mid 1800’ Stage Stop, Texas Landmark.
800-364-2138

DEL RIO

* Villa Del Rio Historic Mexico border villa, lush
acreage, by Texas’ oldest winery.
www.villadelrio.com 800-995-1887

* The 1890 House Old World Hospitality offer
respite, and elegance. A truly international
expeariznce.
www.1890house.com 800-282-1360

FORT WORTH

* Texas White House. Elegant landmark home.
800-279-6491
Miss Molly’s Hotel. Authentic stockyards
board nghouse. 800-99-MOLLY

FREDERICKSBURG

* The Luckenbach Inn Bed & Breakfast “Go
Back Well-Fed & Rested.” 12 acres, fireplaces,
whirlpool tubs, wine cellar, a full country break-
fast served daily... and of course...Rooter “I'll
nevar be bacon...” pot-bellied pig.

www.luckenbachtx.com 800-997-1124

istinctive hotels. Each has

.passc_d a rigqtous

* Schildknecht-Weidenfeller House 1870’
German limestone house in Historic District.
Private. Accommodates one—ten in one party.
Antiques, handmade qui|ts. Fircplacc. cellar, pnl'ch.
www.speakez.net/schildknecht 830-997-5612

* Das College Haus Beautifully appointed with
antiques and original art. Near downtown. Deli-
cious home cooked breakfast.
www.dascollegehaus.com 800-654-2802

* Das Garten Haus Traditional B&B with excep-
tional breakfasts, helpful hosts, private suites.
New Orleans style courtyard and gardens.
www.dasgartenhaus.com 800-416-4287

* Hoffman Haus (Formerly Watkins Hill)
Fredericksburgs most beautiful guest house™.
Privacy and luxury. Eleven antique-filled
cottages. Great Hall accommodates 50-75,
weddings, receptions, corporate retreats.

15% discount Sunday-Thursday. Breakfast to
your door.
www.hoffmanhaus.com 800-899-1672

* Settler’s Crossing Fredericksburg’s finest! His-
toric plantation home and seven private guest
houses. 35 acres. Fircphl(cs, antiques, jacuzzis.
One of America’s great country inns. Featured in
Country Home, Country Living, Color
brochure. Children welcome.

www.settlerscrossing.com 800-874-1020

* Ab Butler’s Dogtrot at Triple Creek 1500
cabin beatrifully restored and decorated. Two
suites. Country secting.
www.fbg.net/tce/abbutler.htm toll free 877-262-4366

W

.

FREDERICKSBURG TRADITIONAL
BED & BREAKFASTS
Hill Country Hospitality and Style

1-800-494-HOST

www.fredericksburgtrad.com

* The Lamb’s Rest Inn On the Guadalupe river

near historic Gruene. Peaceful and romantic.

Delightful breakfast. 888-609-3933

7 River Run B&B Downtown, next to Nature
Center. Whirlpool tubs, full breakfast.

B8oo-460-7170

LOST MAPLES

* Texas Stagecoach Inn Miles from nowhere,
in the middle of the surrounding country...
www.bbhost.com/txstagecoachinn

888-965-6272

MARATHON

* The Gage Hotel A historical treasure in a leg-
endary serting. 37 traditionally decorated rooms,
landscaped courtyards, year-round swimming
and in-room fireplaces. 800-884-GAGE

NEW BRAUNFELS

* Hunter Road Stagecoach Stop Enjoy Texas
hospitality and history at an 1850's Pioneer
Homestead nestled amidst antique roses and

800-201-2912

w Castle Avalon Romantic bed and breakfast and
fine dining restaurant surrounded by 160 acres
of Texas Hill Country.
www.castleavalon.com 877-885-4780

* Historic Kuebler-Waldrip Haus Relax! 43-

acre P:ll".ldi.\t near rivers, Gruene, San Antonio.

herbs. For reservarions

Wildlife, gorgeous views! Com p|imcntﬂr3-‘
refreshments, candlelight breakfast. Luxuriously
restored limestone home, private baths,
whirlpools, TVs, videos.
www.cruising-america.com/kuebler-waldrip
800-299-8372

ROCKPORT

Hoores” HOUSE
ROCKPORT, TEXAS
800-924-1008

www.hoopeshouse.com

e
NATIONALLY HISTORIC VICTORIAN HOME.
EIGHT ROOMS EACH WITH PRIVATE BATH.
FULL BREAKFAST INCLUDED. CALL FOR BROCHURE.

ROUND TOP

* The Settlement at Round Top Romantic
pioneer-era adult retreat. Log cabins, cottages,
fireplaces, whirlpools,
www.thesettlement.com 888-RoundTop

SAN ANTONIO

* Noble Inns Downtown/King William. Exceptional
luxury. jacuzzis, pools, fireplaces. Riverwalk, Alamo.
www.nobleinns.com 800-221-4045

TOURISM

www.visitbigbend.com

1-877-B1G BEND

The complete information resource
\ Jor the Big Bend area /

TExAS PARKS & WILDLIFE



Flat
Buster
Tire Sealant

Prevents Most Hazardous Flats

Nails - Thorns - Cactus

Easy to Install

Quickly Repairs Slow Leaks

Non-Hazardous

Trucks - Atvs - Cars - Trailers -

Golf Carts - Sports Utility -

Bicycles - Wheel Barrow -

Motorcycle

Any Tire with Air

Advertised on Hunling and

Fishing Texas by Bob Lilly

For more information call:

1-888-463-ROCK

Sugarland, Texas (7625)

TR NYRRK

R

LaND AND WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT SERVICES

Practical, effective, and sustainable solutions
for your land management needs

+ Habitat evaluation and management

- Wildlife counts, censuses & surveys

- Prescribed fire plans

» Pond design & construction management
+ Native & exotic vegetation management

. Sedimentation and erosion control

- GIS and GPS services

- Wildlife management use property tax assistance

1-888-323-1180
l LODINIS f\{«’ \\ luml‘w.'J ltu')

WWWw. lnomismoore.cn m

Pt ¥ g

7.00%

BANK C.D.’s FDIC INSURED §

TOLL FREE
1-(877)-FDIC-CDS
33
MATTSON FINANCIAL
5400 Bosque, Waca, T
“Serving Thousands all over Texas”

All C.D.’s are insured to $100,000.00 oer depositor per institution
. by the ED.LC. All C.D.’s are subject to availability. The above rate

expressed in apy for 15 years. Callable after 1 year.
$10,000.00 minimum. Call for the Idesf updated rates.

Texas Millennium Dollar
1 oz .999 Silver Proof-like Coin $22.95
1 0z .999 Gold Numbered

Limited Edition Coin $395.00
Silver Bezel §17.50
Silver 18" Diamond Cut Necklace 524.50

Texas Residents 8.25% Tax
Shipping & Handling $2.95

Texas Mint 2000 P.O. Box 1371 Whitney, TX 76692
Toll Free: 1-877-839-6468 www.TexasMint2000.com

SPECIAL EDITIONS FOR 2000

January 2000: The Texas

Bass Edition
Na other angling experience tops the relent-
less chase of Texas” lunker largemouth bass.

Space Closing: Nov. 19, 1999
Apr:l 2900 The Gre _

SEPTEMBER 1999

August 2000: The Annual
Hunting Outlook Edition

This is the definitive “insiders’ preview” to the
upeoming season, with TPW prognosticators.

Space Closing: June 21, 2000

September 2000: The Texas
Wuterigwl

er Edition

ABOUT YOUR
SUBSCRIPTION

Get the most out of your subscription
with this handy guide to Texas Parks &

Wildlife magazine’s customer services.

CONTACTING THE EDITORS

We welcome your questions and
comments about articles or editorials within
our publication. Address letters to:
EDITOR
Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine
3000 S. IH 35, Ste. # 120
Austin, TX 78704
We can also be reached via E-mail at <maga-
zine@tpwd.state.tx.us> or via our
web site at <tpwmagazine.com>

ORDERING BACK ISSUES
Back issues of Téxas Parks & Wildlife maga-
zine may be purchased for $5 each (shipping
& handling included). Prepayment by check
or money order is required; please allow 3
weeks for processing. You can browse past
ﬂrULll\ ﬂl]d Ph()[[)'s at our Wc‘b QI[C at:
<http://tpwmagazine.com> by clicking ‘Past
Issues.” To order, please send your request
and payment to:

Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine
Back Issues Department
3000 S. IH 35, Ste. 120
Austin, TX 78704

USING YOUR
MAILING LABEL

Your magazine label is a valuable source of
information for you and for us. The second
line of the address label indicates your
account nlln]l’)cf. [:()l](_)wfd by [I1L' ]‘ﬂ(‘ntll }]nd
year of your subscription’s expiration date.

CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS

All address changes, title changes, etc. may be

called in to our toll-free customer service
center at 800-937-9393. Or, submit changes
to us online at <tpwmagazine.com>,

RECEIVING A LOST ISSUE

You should receive your copy of Texas Parks
& Wildlife by the last week of the month
prior to the cover date. We are always happy
to replace lost issues if notified within
60 days of issue date.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
CUSTOMER SERVICE DEPARTMENT

800-937-9393
7 a.m. — 11 p.m. Mon./Fri.,
8 a.m. - 6 p.m. weekends

We value your business! If for any reason
you do not get satisfaction from your call,
please contact our Circulation Director,
Susanne Harm at 512-912-7006 or via
e-mail at susanne.harm@tpwd.state.tx.us
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For 510, you could be a BIG winner!

TEXAS e TEXAS
GRAND e EXOTIC
SLAM W SAFARI

Pursue African
super -exotics —
here in Texas!

Once-in-a-lifetime
hunting package!

rExas [iiiS0 e . TEXAS
waterFowr | - 5L © BIGTIME
ADVENTURE | 7 '/ = BIRD HUNT

. Four fantastic
Hunt the best waterfowl - ~ upland game hunts!

hot spots from the
panhandle to the coast!

Enter to Win one or all of these

premium hunt packages for only 10 each.

Take a chance on a hunt, but ket on a sure thirg: wildlife restorat:on and conservation,
and the future ()f puhlic hml['mg All hunts irclude ton-notch Jrofessional guide
5 i crand slem azd Texas Exotic safari alm include
e .’Jn t3 . hdl“t bw phm‘r* ar vmt any Tet .1|1c1 vi
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Wildlife photographer John Ford, 38,
caught this picture while hunting with a
group of friends last January in flooded
rice fields near Eagle Lake. “I had already
bagged my limit,” he explains. The photo
was made using a Canon 600 F-4 with Fuji
Velvia 5o film at an exposure of 1/500 sec-
ond at f/5.6. The Wisconsin photographer
works in Northern and Eastern states dur-
ing warm months, but heads west and
south when fall chill comes. His photo
credits include publication in Natienal
Geographic, Field & Stream, Outdoor Life
and Gray’s Sporting Journal.
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