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JUHN H USTD":K spent time bouncing along Gul*

waterways, visiting deer camps near Del Rio and picking
his way through East Texas forests while doing this
month’s story about state game wardens. A Dallas free-
lancer with 24 years’ experience in magazines and
newspapers, Ostdick has served in editor positions a:
American Way magazine and The Dallas Mcrning News.
He has traveled worldwude writing for va-ious maga-
zines, including Diversions,
Delta Sky, Hemispheres and
The Robb Repcrt, and is a
contributing writer to the
Travel Arts Syndicate. He
also collaborated on Boone
Pickens: The Luckiest Guy in
the World (Beard Books
2000).

STEVE W".SDN, a freelance writer living in Austin,

writes in this issue about an effort to reforest pastureland
adjoining Old Sabine Bottom Wildlife Management Area.
Wilson, a native Kentuckian, spent eight years in New York
City before moving to Austin
two years ago. His work has

appeared in The New York Times,
Newsweek and Smithsonian. His
freelance writing has allowed
him a range of colorful experi-
ences, from wrestling an alli-
gator Lo attending a seance for
Harry Houdini. Currently,
he’s working on a biography of
comedian Paul Lynde.
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FEROM THE PENZGEF ROBERT 1. ¢@0K

Throughout much of my career there has been a kind of uneasiness between a set of folks
who share almost all wildlife conservation beliefs. I'm talking about the hunters, fishers, envi-
ronmentalists, landowners, game wardens and biologists of Texas, whom you will read about
in this issue.

The casual observer might assume that we are all pretty much cut from the same cloth, that
we hold the same values, defend the same principles. And in general, that is correct. Howev-
er, below that normally tranquil surface there has, at times, been apprehension among these
folks who should stand solidly together in the defense of our natural resources, private prop-
erty rights and individual freedoms.

Several of the most basic freedoms of Texans — such as the right to bear arms, the public’s
ownership of wildlife and landowners' right to control the access to and use of their land — are
fundamental beliefs which we support 100 percent. We support and defend the privileges of
hunting and fishing, which many of us share and enjoy. We believe in conservation and man-
agement of our natural resources and the sustainable use of these resources.

We believe that hunting and fishing may be the m(?st i_mportant conservation Hunting and ﬁshing
tools available to ensure that habitat for fish and wildlife is properly cared for
and maintained well into the future. may be the most

Yet, there have been times when this uneasiness has stood in the way of : b
these champions of conservation in Texas. Hunters and anglers are too lmpo e
often viewed as uncaring users who sometimes exceed the bag limit, instead conservation tools
of the absolutely essential conservationists that they are. Some landowners ;
still cast a suspicious eye on game wardens, wildlife biologists and hunters available to ensure that
and they assume that anyone from the government is trying to interfere in habitatforﬁh and
their business.

I've never paid too much attention to claims from a few outdoor users that w’ldl!][e "—Spmperﬁ
our wardens are mean and un(:'aring.r, but I'm sure: there have been times when caredfor i
we could have done better. Biologists have, at times, been too zealous, too
insensitive to people in their defense of the environment and in their desire maintained well into
to conserve the wildlife and lands that we all love. They have also at times, [
fear, been jealous of our game wardens — who are seen by most Texans, espe- theﬁ‘ture'
cially landowners, as the defenders of the wildlife and our land. Landown-
ers, hunters and fishermen have, now and then, not understood and have rejected the bio-
logical data which our fish and wildlife biologists collect and upon which they base their har-
vest and management recommendations. Environmentalists are often viewed as anti-hunters
opposed to any form of active management and their voices fall on deaf ears.

We have all made mistakes; fortunately, we have learned from those experiences. Today, our
biologists and game wardens work closely together as a unified team of professional conserva-
tionists for Texas. Out of necessity and as a result of lessons learned, our hunters, anglers,
landowners, non-consumptive users, environmentalists and the millions of Texans who sim -
ply appreciate all wildlife are more closely bound together today than ever. It is critical that we
continue to work together, that we put aside our differences and focus on the conservation,
management and appreciation of our incredible natural resources.

Read and learn more about conservation in this issue of Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine.
Get involved.

ExrguTivE DIRECTOR

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department mission statement:

To manage and conserve the natural and cultural resources of Texas and to provide hunting, fishing
and outdoor recreation opportunities for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.
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THE PIGEON SERIES:

WE'VE GIVEN GENERATIONS THE
BENEFIT OF OUR CRAFTSMANSHIP.
NOW IT’S YOUR TURN.

For a richer, fuller hunting experience, reward yourself with a shotgun
that more than measures up to your ability. As someone who knows
over-and-unders, you'll appreciate the knowledge and craftsmanship
that’s gone into the Silver Pigeon family from Beretta. Designed specifi-
cally for the American hunter, it combines five centuries of product
innovation and cutting-edge design. The result: a unique series of guns
both finely detailed and a pleasure to use. We're honored to pass on
this kind of performance technology. We trust you will be too.

VER PIGEON Il
ailable in 12/20/28 Gauge
e scene, deep relizf engraving ™
abel fcre-end
« Traditional checkering
» Dil finishec wood

SILVER PIGEON 1VY = ,’
* Available ir 12/20/28 Gauge i
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» Gel-Tek Recoil Pad

* TruGlo Tru-Bead Sights

.



ILEALL

PICKS, PANS AND PROBES FROM PREVIOUS ISSUES

FOREWORD LETTERS

August is one of the biggest months of the year for the Texas Parks and Wildlife TEXAS: THE STATE OF BAYS

Department, because this month many of us take one of our most important Reading descriptive writing is one
conservation actions: we buy our hunting and fishing licenses. With the exception of of my favorite activities and I find
the senior combination license and the senior SuperCombo, many license prices are that only rarely does a writer of Rick

increasing this year, for the first time since 1996,

Obviously, when you consider what each of us spends in our pursuits of hunting
and fishing, a license remains a very small part of the expense. Plus, I like to think
that license buyers recognize the critical role in wildlife conservation
that these fees play.

Last year, TPWD sold more than 2.6 million licenses, generating TE V4 A S
nearly $61 million in revenue for the agency. Nonresidents, many of 7 v
them from Florida, Georgia, Louisiana and other states, paid $7.4 .
million of that total fo- the privilege of hunting and fishing in the
Lone Star State.

By law, this money must be spent on wildlife, fish and water safety. § i
As most people know, some of it goes to law enforcement, to train new S Bavs offerlngs. of th1§
game wardens and to enforce laws that protect our fish and game and ; . outstandlr_lg writer. He
to help people enjoy the outdoors safely. But here are a few facts you has the ablhty to put
might not know about where your license dollars have gone since 1996: words on paper which
inspire us to go witness
nature for ourselves.

Bass’ talent come along.

I have watched ibises in the wild
but Bass' article in the July 2003
issue, “The Shining
Marsh,” further opens
my senses and makes
me want to return.

Thank you for
providing your readers
with continued

- Wildlife management areas increased by nearly 28,000 acres

+ Public dove hunting access increased by 200 percent

iti i JERI PORTER
* 2,600 Eastern turxeys stocked in 41 East Texas counties Ord"er additional b Atrskin
: : : ; : of “Texas: The State of
* A 200 percent increase in public hunting opportunity days ;
* A statewide initiative to improve quail habitat Bays” by sending a Iwish you had been
* The amount of private land in wildlife management plans check or money order able to include
doubled to 15.5 million acres for $5 per issue to: Corpus Christi Bay in
* 431 million fingerlings stocked in Texas coastal and inland waters “Texas: The State of the July 2003 issue"
» 82 winter-trout fisheries stocked with 2.5 million fingerlings The State of Bays.

Bays,” Texas Parks & This bay is a disaster in

+ More than 12,000 abandoned crab traps removed from the bays Wildlite magazine, 3000 s siaking and woiit

Plus, TPWD has rais=d $5.2 million from donations and used your

. of it is commonl
license fees to create 3€ new artificial reefs that provide both fishing S. IH35, Ste. 120, Austin, ; : Y
¥ s ’ avoided. [ live on the
and diving opportunitiss. TX 78704. Please include bayfront a couple of
Although many of you who buy hunting and fishing licenses enjoy . ; : P
; : ! your mailing address. miles downwind from
using them on a regula- basis (as do I with my annual SuperCombo), i
: . the Naval Air Base and
a recent survey shows that one of every five people who buy a hunting he G s, Ao
license doesn’t even huat! These folks buy the license because they want to support the Lorpus Lhnisti Aemy Depot.
conservation, habitat and wildlife, and they know that this department will use their Twenty years ago, there were
money responsibly to do so. abundant redfis.h, _trout, ﬂounder
Why is a hunting licese such an important conservation tool? The reason is and bl.ue crab within wading depth.
simple: Whether you hunt all season long, once in a while or not at all, when you save Now, it’s rare that anyone even
habitat for game anima's and game fish you are also saving it for non-game animals, attempts to fish here. When the water
endangered species, trepical songbirds, native plants and biodiversity. is clear near the shore, all that can be
As you'll read in this issue, our expert biologists in the field are predicting one of seen are a few hermit crabs where
the best hunting seasons in decades. So when you buy your license this year, you before there were numerous juvenile
might think of it not as “just” a hunting or fishing license, but a conservation license fish swimming in the shallows.
as well. Many Texans already do. I have no expertise nor the means
to evaluate the cause of this great
desertion. However, one
manifestation of the problem is the
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MAIL CALL

dirty foam that forms a band along
the shoreline whenever wavelets lap
against it.
FRED ROBINSON
Corpus Christi

DEER TOO DEAR
en I started deer hunting in

Texas back in the late 1950s,
four of us had a year-round lease just
outside of Harper for which we each
paid $50. There was nothing but a
place to camp and water was available
at the rancher’s house. At that time
most of the landowners in the Hill
Country received most of their
income from raising cattle or angora
goats. The surrounding
communities received much of their
incomes from money spent by the
hunters. I remember a sign at the
county fair in Fredericksburg that
stated “more money was brought
into the town by hunting than any
other single means.”

At that time, the landowners’
leasing of lands for hunting was a
sideline for them, which brought in
some extra money. It appears that
now most of the landowners might
raise a few cattle, if any, so they can
have a tax write-off of equipment,
etc. Most of them seem to be
expecting the hunters to be paying
the largest portion of their income.

It would be very interesting to
know what percentage of their
income the landowners are receiving
now from hunting leases compared
to the past years.

As far as the high fencing goes, |
completely disagree with the practice.
The landowners can put up the high
fences, which probably can be used
as a tax write off, and make
considerably more income from
hunters willing to pay the
ridiculously high fees. I personally
was a meat hunter, as I processed and
ate all the wild game I killed. The
landowner should be required to buy
the deer, from the state, that he
fences in with the high fencing.

GLENN A.RIEDEL
Burleson

LIGHT SHOW
ttention, Texas Parks & Wildlife read -
[\ers! Miniature flashing lights —

RebindleYour Sense of Wonder @ Vit theTeta HillConnty River Regio

Experience

hiking, swimming,

tubing, kayaking, fishin

cycling, and horseback ridin

in the scenic River Region.
Dance at the historic Garner
State Park pavilion. Discover
why the River Region is one of
the top birding destinations in
Texas! Explore five crystal
rivers and relax at a river
cabin, guest home, rustic
retreat, or B&B.

1945 HoY Aq 501014

A Vacation Reasen for Every Season

Concan » Garner Sta'e Park » Reagan Wells
Sabinal * U cpia » Uvalde

MNORTH AMERICA'S
FINEST W-INGSHDOTING.

FAR & AWAY. .

ISN'T FAR AWAY.

. £
The. ’Mﬁmﬁe.ﬂw@w Ffum; T)smem
44 W. JeFerson St., Suite C

3rewnswille, TX 78520
888-246-C164 ® www.rancocaracol.com

7hy spend the time and

\X money Jying to Venezuela,
Argentina or cther distant destina-
tions when some of the world’s best
wingshooting s right next door? For a
hunting exper ence like no other, look no
further than Mexico’s Rancho Caracol, an
11,000-acre paradise located just a few short
hours from Harlingen, Texas.

Whether it's whitewing dove, mourning
dove or wild cuail, Rancho Caracol can
design a seasonal hunt railored specifically
for you. We zre currently one of only 24
Orvis-endorszd wingshooting lodges in the
entire world, end rated #1 in Mexico — a
testament to zoth our rich population of
birds and our world-class service.

All of our hunt packages include ground
transportation from Harlingen International
Airport, Ist dass accommodations, daily
maid service, gourmet meals, premium
liquors, use of our 12 and 20-gauge Beretta
shotguns, seasoned hunting guides, dogs
and game clearing/preparation.

Call us today at 888-246-3164 for a free
information k t and exciting video, and
get ready for a wingshooting experience
that you'll never forger!

oRVIis

ASK ABOUT OUR NEW wiNgERGOTING
CRVIS WINGSHOOTING SCHOOL!  gareo #1
IN MEXICO
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TEXAS PRIDE

actual size

Limited edition of 500
Signed and Numbered

THE LONE STAR
SEAL RING

This unique design features
the great Seal of Texas and the
State Stone of Texas, the Lone Star
Cut Blue Topaz (approx. 1-1/2 ct.
size). Each 14kt gold ring is
handcrafted by Kirk Root and is
licensed by the State of Texas.
RG-025 §$850.™
1-800-299-5475

In Austin 346-1780
MC/VISA/AMEX/DISC

[ K‘f‘ Tﬁg@e@w

10000 Research Blvd. » Suite 126
Austin, TX 78759

k| www.kirkrootdesigns.com B

BIRDING * FISHING * HUNTING

LARGEST SELECTION OF
KAYAKS AND CANOES IN

CENTRAL TEXAS:

Dagger, Perception, Old Town, Mad
River, Ocean Kayak and others!

SALES * RENTALS
REPAIRS * INSTRUCTION

%
3411 N.IH 35
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78722
(512) 473-2644
FAX (512) 473-2628

AUST]N OUTDOOR

Gear and Guidance

Wi DERNESSUPPLY
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MAIL CALL

could they be UFOs? — have been
spotted all over Texas.

Relax, it’s just our little friends the
lightning bugs, or fireflies, as some
call them. Yes, they're back for their
nightly light shows, and the best time
to view them is dusk. They prefer
areas with trees like your local state
park. Please do not catch them, as
their life span is very short; just take
your child or grandchild out for a
fun-filled night of adventure watching
the dancing lights. I take my four-
year-old granddaughter, Clarissa, on
our lightning bug tours and I make a
special effort to enjoy every second
because the twinkle of the lightning
bug and the twinkle in a small child’s
eyes fade much too soon.

JOHN TURLINGTON
Fort Worth

BIG CAT AFICIONADO

houldn’t the mountain lion be
Seligible to be placed on the
endangered species list in Texas?

There are so few of them statewide,
and this animal belongs to the great
Texas outdoors. What a thrill it was
when I saw one in the wild!

Awhile back, near Strawn, one was
shot by a deer hunter. What was his
reasoning, I wonder, as I am a hunter
myself.

To my knowledge, the mountain
lion is little or no threat to domestic
livestock.

R.M. LIGHTNER
Crowley

Sound off for “Mail Call!”

> waeicomes Ietters ffclm our readers
_P!aase mﬂiude your r;ame, address

. Austin TX 78764
Or, fax us at 512-707-1913.
' E-mall us at !
-magazu ne@tpwd‘swte tx. us> Lhe

= Letiers desagnaﬂad by th:s symbol
~were delivered to uswa e-mail.
We reserve the right to edit letters for
~ length and clarity-

~ The Oﬁmz/ Line

““Audubon

Sheltered Wirys USA
EQUINOX™

8x42

Only

219

Wate-proof
Phase Corracted
Great Close Focus
Extremely Lightweight
Twist & Lock Eyecups
Lifetime Warranty

EQUINOX..

The perfect baiance
of performance and value™

EAGLE OPTICS

OPTIC [FFTTERS

800*289 1132
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NEWS AND VIEWS IN THE TEXAS

OLUTDUOORS

Reforesting Old Sabine Bottom

\

A newly created forest wil! absorb heat-trapting greenhouse gasses.

Several times a year, the Sabine River spills
izs backwash into Old Sabine Bottom and fills
i up like a stoppered sink. The water slithers
along the ground of the flat forest, slowly wrap-
ping itself around oak, elm and hackberry
trunks as it rises. Most visitors appreciate these
trees as serene bathing beauties. To a grous of
state, energy and environmental irterests,
they're something more: stcrage containers for
carbon dioxide.

In April, the Texas Parks anc Wildlife
Department, The Conservation Furd. Reliar:t
Energy and Envirommental Syn=rgy, Inc.
announced the near-completion of a joirt
froject to purchase and reforest 569 acres cf
pastureland adjoining Old Sabine Bettom. The
acquisition raises the acreage of this wilclife
management area to 5,73€, reclaims hab-tats
for fish and wildlife and provides othz=r envi-
ronmental benefits, such as better filtration of

a watershed that extends to the Gulf of Mexico. T Texas industries are paying to create bottomland forests at the Jld Sabine

But it's the new forest’s potential tc absorb

Bottom Wildlife Management Area

215,000 tons of heat-trapping gre=nhouse
gases during the next 70 years that attracted Reliant’s inter-
est and made the deal possisle.

Acting as a middleman -o speed up the process and cut
tarough red tape, The Conservation Fund bought the East
Texas piece of ranch “and for $£60c,000 and sold it to
TPWD. Houston-based Reliant Energy then paid Synergy
$160,000 to plant 162,00¢C water and willew oaks and nativ=
pecan seedlings and TPWD $50 zn acre for upkeep.
Although an energy corporation, a government agency and
an environmental organization workirg togetne may sound
like some version of a priest-rabbi-minister joke it'sa model
that likely will grow more common &s industries embrac=
carbon sequestration tarough reZores:ation (sav that thre=
t-mes fast).

Anticipating that the Wh:te House's voluntary pregram to
curb carbon dioxide output eventually will becorme regulato-
ry law, energy companies such as Reliant have been getting a
¢ head start. Taking steps now to reduce pollution ro: cnly wins
= them public relations points, but also builds = reserve of

PHOTO

“carbon credits” that they may tse one day to otfset recuired
upgrades or szll to othzr comsanies through the Chicago
Climate Exchenge.

With many technologies for capturing and storing carbon
dioxide still under developmert, American industries have
turned to the simplest form of carbon sequestration: plant-
ing trees. Jim Wisniewski, CEO of Environmental Synergy,
Ire., estimates that an acrz of trees can lock away 400 tons of
carbon in 70 years. Considering that it paid less than $1 a
ton, Reliant got a good deal. In European zountries that
have signed tke 1997 Kycto Protocol to reduce emissions,
these units trade for $6 to $12.

The concept of tree planting to cormbat the greenhouse
effect has even filtered down to the consumer level. With
marketing names such as ‘carbon neutral” and “carbon off-
sets,” environmental outfizs suck as Future Forests have 2stab-
lished scales by whizh guilty donors can calca’zte how many
trzes they can plant to ka ance out the polluticn emit-ed by
their cars and airplane flights.

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE # II



As the idea gains currency, critics have begun to decry the
practice as a quick-fix measure to put off paying for carbon-
free technologies. Some environmentalists charge that using
trees as carbon vampires could even create incentives to clear
old-growth forests that can't absorb any more carbon and
replace them with young and hungry new ones. And certain
scientists question the reliability of storing carbon in vessels
at the mercy of disease and natural catastrophes.

“Let’s say you have a forest fire,” says Charles Jackson, a cli-
mate specialist with the Institute for Geophysics at the
University of Texas. “All that carbon basically goes right back.
So it takes you I0O years to grow it, and it takes a one-week
period to bring that back 1o zero. Certainly it’s a volatile
container.”

Larry Selzer, president of The Conservation Fund, says

Safety is Priceless

PHOTO @ GARYKRAMER.NET

By taking these precautions, you can vastly

improve your hunter saﬁegz this season.

Compared to the 785 deaths from falls and 279 from
drownings in Texas in 2001, hunting is a safe activity. Texas
had only three hunting-related fatalities in each of the years
2001 and 2002, the second-lowest number since TPWD
began keeping records in 1966. (The high was 37 deaths in
1968.) Given that more than one million Texans purchased
hunting licenses and spent about 14 million days hunting in
2002, that’s a very good record. But it could have — should
have — been better.

The death of 48-year-old Gary Derr of Shelbyville last
Nov. 30 is an example of an incident that could have been
prevented.

Derr and his 13-year-old son were happy to take advantage
of the generous offer of a local landowner, who let people
hunt his 300 acres in Shelby County for free. No check-in
was required; people simply showed up and went hunting.
Derr and his son entered the property through a gate and
spent the afternoon deer hunting. Near sunset they walked
from a wooded area toward an open field. As they walked,
they startled some deer.

One at a time, the deer moved into an open field. Hunting
in that field was 24.-year-old Michael Cooper, who lived next
to the property and had walked in. Neither Cooper nor the
Derrs knew others were hunting.

A doe ran into the open field, and Michael Cooper shot it.
Shortly after, a nice buck appeared, and Cooper shot it, too.
Feeling lucky, Cooper went to look at the buck. It was after
sunset but still well within legal shooting time, so when he
heard a sound and saw movement at the edge of the field, he
fired again.

This time it was no deer. Shot in the abdomen from about
250 yards, Gary Derr died in the hospital that night.

Game warden Jim Yetter of Shelbyville investigated the
incident, and while he feels the shooting was an accident, he
thinks it was preventable. “A lot of things went bad at the same

I2 #* AUGUST 2003

sturdy bottomland hardwoods in a wet habitat like Old Sabine
Bottom will likely resist such problems. However, he
acknowledges that the new forest will absorb only a small
percentage of the millions of tons of carbon dioxide Reliant’s
117 power plants put in the air. Reforestation, he says, is but
one of many options that industries should pursue to curb
their pollution.

“Perhaps at some point we will as a country have developed
the technologies that will allow us to transition to a carbon-
free emission environment, but that's not in the near term,”
he says. “Those technologies may be five, 10, 20 years away.
In the meantime, carbon sequestration through reforestation
is very valuable, very tangible, and over that time frame, very
secure.

— Steve Wilson

Wearing hunter orange, even when it's not required, helps other
hunters see you, which can save your life.

time,” he says. “Mr. Cooper had just killed two deer and was
excited. The Derrs were not wearing hunter orange. Mr.
Cooper failed to identify his target. He could make out
movement, but he could not tell what it was. The lack of
light was definitely a factor. It's a mistake he will have to live
with the rest of his life.”

After investigations by the Shelby County sheriff and dis-
trict attorney and consultation with the Derr family, no
charges were filed. “Mr. Cooper was not breaking any hunt-
ing laws,” Yetter says. “The family also felt it was an accident
and that charges were not appropriate.”

Four simple steps can help you avoid the most common
hunting accidents.

1. Take a hunter education course. “Hunter education has
had a great impact on the safety of hunters." says TPWD
education director Steve Hall. “The number of hunting acci-
dents in the United States and Texas has declined by more
than half in the last three decades.”

2. Fire only when it is safe. Be sure of your target and always
be aware of your surroundings. Dove-hunting accidents in
which the vietim is covered by a shooter swinging on a bird
remain the most common mishaps.

3. Never carry a loaded firearm in or around a vehicle.
One of the 2002 fatalities occurred when a loaded handgun
was passed from one person to another inside a vehicle.

4. Wear hunter orange to be seen. “Even though it may not

be required when hunting on private land, hunter orange

vests and caps have reduced ‘hunter judgment’ mistakes by

more than 50 percent in states requiring them to be worn,”

Hall says. — Larry D. Hodge




Building Bridges

Houston cycling clubs repair, improve
Huntsville park trails.

Two Houston-area cycling organizations have joined
forces with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department to fur-
ther develop and maintain Huntsville State Park’s multi-use
trail system.

The Greater Houston Off-Road Biking Association
(GHORBA) and Northwest Cycling Club (NWCC) are con-
structing several boardwalk-style bridges, enabling park vis-
itors to cross the park’s swamplands. The groups also help
with the maintenance of the park’s 10-mile-long trail system.

The ongoing project is being funded by various sources,
including NWCC, which donated $1,500 to GHORBA in
April, and REI, an outdoor goods store. NWCC's contribu-
tion is going toward the construction of a bridge.

Huntsville State Park volunteer trail stewards look at the
trail system as a whole when deciding what parts need repair
and what parts don’t. They conduct a series of walkthroughs,
in which they assess the amount of traffic each trail receives,
note the effects weather and erosion have had on the trails
and look for ways to reroute damaged trails.

T}ley then report their findings to GHORBA, which holds
monthly “work parties” to make the needed repairs. At the
parties, volunteers do everything from shoveling dirt to con-
structing bridges to transplanting trees and bushes in order
to cover up trails no longer in use. Local food stores join in
as well, donating food and drinks to the volunteers.

“It is part of GHORBA's mission statement to do volunteer
work [maintaining the trails],” says Kelly Strader, vice pres-

Changes in Pheasant Seasons

Cyclists at Huntsville State Park will be able to cross the park’s
swampiands, thanks to some new boardwalk-style bridges.

“dent of trails for GHORBA. “Huntsville is a good place to
~ecreate.”

The park, located an hour's drive north of Houston in
Sam Houston National Forest, attracts cyclists, runners, hik-
ers and nature enthusiasts alike.

The trails, wkich are all dirt save for the wooden bridges
that cross over the area’s swamplands, are designed and con-
structed so that wildlife and birds are observec in a natural
setting.

“Huntsville -s pretty keen on keeping a natural look, sort of
like a game trail that deer travel on, only wid=r,” says trail
steward Jimm Schroeder. “We try not to make it lock too
manmace.” —Jennifer Nalewicki

FIELD NOTES
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TEXAS HUNTERS ARE BEING ASKED to keep on the lookout for dabris
from the Feb. 1 crash of the space shuttle Columbia. Along with their
hunting licenses, hunters will receive a toll-free number to NASA's dzbris
hot line to phone should they come across a piece of the shuttle while out
in the Texas countryside. About 117,000 license pouches with the number
have been printed for distribution in East Texas, Houston and Dallas. So
far B2,000 pieces of debris have been recovered, representing 40 percent
of the skuttle’s weight. The NASA debris hot line number is (866) 446-5603.

In the Panhandle, hunters get two more weeks to chase the big birds,

while the season closes in four coastal counties.

Pheasant hunters will find it easier to schedule a hunt in the Panhandle this year thanks to
alonger season. In April the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Commission approved a 30-
day pheasant season — up from 16 days —and lowered the bag limit from three cocks a day to

two. The additional days will extend the season into January.

At the opposite end of the state, the commission closed the pheasant season in -he
coastal counties of Brazoria, Fort Bend, Matagorda and Wharton. “We started stocking
wild-trapped pheasants from the Sacramento Valley of California in the early 1970s,
and they did well for a pretty good period of time,” explains TPWL district biologist
Bob Carroll. “Then farming changed from rice to cotton and soybeans, and the pheas-
ant population declined. By the mid-1990s we rarely saw or heard birds. You hat= -0 shut down a
season, but I decided it was time. We kept the season in Chambers, Jefferson and Liberty counties,
which still have huntable populations of birds on a few big ranches.” —Larry D. Hodge
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| Thai Fles

Thai fly tiers preduce lures
designed by Texans.

Two of the most popular saltwater flies on the Texas Coast
are the Haines shrimp and the parachute crab. The Haines
shrimps are made of hot pink or green-and-brown polyester
material, glittery thread, chicken feathers and tiny beads for
eyes. The parachute crab has a brown-andAgreen wool body
about the size of a dime, with gold bead eyes and a feathered tail.

You can't buy one of these lures tied by their inventors, Larry
Haines of Port Isabel or Larry Sunderland of Austin. “I never
intended to tie the parachute crab for sale myself,” explains
Sunderland. “The monotony of tying flies for sale is too much.
I sell about 100 dozen a year, and an experienced tier can pro-
duce about eight an hour.” The Haines shrimp takes even more
time to make.

Haines and Sunder_and have others doing the intricate and
tedious work. Their source is the city of Chiang Mai in
Thailand, which is renowned for its arts and crafts, and the con-
duit is Buddy Atwell of Houston Associates of Austin, (512)
328-4237, an importer and distributor for fly-fishing tackle.
Atwell lived in Thailand for eight years and married a Thai
woman, giving him good connections in the country. Atwell
began importing the fies designed by Haines and Sunderland
four years ago, but fly tying in Thailand dates back to the 1970s,
when an American named Bill Black taught Thais to tie flies in
order to make them m.ore affordable.

“Almost every fly available at a reasonable price in this coun-
try is tied offshore,” says Jim Lynn of Westbank Anglers in
Dallas, which sells flies made in Thailand as well as other coun-
tries. Foreign-tied flies typically retail for $4 to $5; domestic
ones start at about $6. Low price does not affect quality. “You
can't tell those tied in Thailand from the ones I tie,” says Haines.

Haines, owner of The Shop in Port Isabel, sells more Haines
shrimp than any other fly. “Basically it's tied for redfish and
Speckled seatrout, but it also catches ﬂounder, snook and even
tarpon. It seems to appeal to everything,” he says. Larry
Sunderland’s parachute crab was also designed to appeal to red-
fish, though it works cn bonefish as well.

Whichever fly you choose, it may well have been tied in Chiang
Mai by a young woman who has never used one. The tiers com-
mand high wages beczuse of the skill required. Working on a
piecemeal rate in a country with a per-capita income of $2,000,
top tiers can earn as much as $3,4OO annual]y.

Chiang Mai, a city of 170,000 in northern Thailand, draws
people from nearby mountain regions so undeveloped that
elephants still carry goods to remote villages. Founded in 1296,
the city developed into a regional center for fine handicrafts,
especially silver jewelry, umbrellas, paper, textiles and lacquer
work. The artistry and skill needed to produce those items
translates well into fly tying. Chiang Mai offers other assets, too:
low cost of living, chezap factory space and a working class pop-
ulation with many English speakers. Since the 1970s the busi-
ness has mushroomec so that Chiang Mai has been called the
“Silicon Valley of fly tying” by Wayne Richey, head of Targus Fly
& Feather, one of the largest ﬂyfmaking operations in Thailand.

Most of the $5 million worth of flies produced annually in
Chiang Mai wind up at the end of a tippet somewhere in the
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Black death, top, and the yam crab are two of the hundreds of
flies tied by skillful Thai workers.

Unized States. Targus Fly & Feather, <www.targusiy.cem>,
offers 708 patterns tied in Thailand. Breokside Flies,
<www.brooksideflies.com>, sells more than 3¢0 paterns, all
packaged by the dozen in tiny boxes labeled by hand with the
name of the fly and the Thai tier. C.M.K. Fles & Feathers,
<www.cmkflies.com>, serves as the manufacturer for Mcuches
Devaux of France and also custcm makes: flies to o~der.

— Larry 3. Hodge
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Buffalo Bayou Blues

3IVERS ARE WHERE CITIES ARE BORN, and woe 1o the city that far-
gets its origin. Photographer Geo*f Winningham calls his news book
of photographs, short essays and historical descripzions of Buffalo
3ayou, Along Forgotten River. (160 pages, 80 duoto-es. harccover,
Texas State Historical Association, $39.95 (B00) B26-8911) From the
monochromatic photographs to historical accourts cf the lestnatar-
al greatness of the stream, Winningham plays the blues for a river.

From 1997 to 2001, Winningham photographed Bufialo Bayou from
aJeginning to end, from high in the air to down on the bank. He starts
from the bayous arigins at a
small pond and a drainage ditch
about 30 miles wast of Hcuston,
tracks it through the western
suburbs. past -he pilings of
downtown hridges waere the
homeless rest. through tha buge
- petro-chemical plants thzt line

T the ship channel and zit to
Salveston Bay and the Gulf of Mexico.

Sunlight seems to ache in his cover photograph of willoves that
screen the bayou just west of downtown Houston. Buildings tower
hostlike behind the trees, facing into silvery rellections from ‘win-
dows and the bayou's waters.

There is a ghostlike quality to this book. Part of it comes fram the
austere, almost astringent quality of the photograpts. It's as if
‘Winningham is trying to make them documents and not just aesthet-

c treats. Winningham doesn't take pretty pictures, but ones that are
3 bit forlorn.

What's forgotten can be sad, and in ordet to rezlz im the river for
memory, he can't make it pretty. The forgotten river I as endwed oo
nuch history and too much change for that.

— M zhael Be-ryhill
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Hunting Crosshows

A medieval weaon has become a high-tech hunting device

Hunting crossbows offer no advantage over conven-
tional bows in terms of range. The outer limits of both are
about 4.0 yards. But crossbows do have some advantages over
archery equipment, and those thinking of making the tran-
sition from rifles to primitive sporting arms will want to con-
sider new advances in crossbow technology.

Crossbow handling and sighting are similar to shooting a
rifle. The stock, trigger and sights will be familiar to most
hunters. Many crosshows use crosshair or red-dot scopes
for sighting. These allow good target acquisition and, in
some models, compensate slightly for trajectory. And like
rifles, crossbows are equipped with safety devices to keep
them from being fired accidentally.

Because the crossbow is pre-drawn, it offers hunters a sig-
nificant advantage over conventional archery. Unlike the
conventional archer, the crossbow hunter does not have to
draw back the string jast before shooting, a movement that
might spook game, es?ecially turkeys.

Cocking is the most difficult process in using a crosshow.
It requires pulling back a heavy-duty string on a short bow
with a draw weight of 150-200 pounds and, at the same time,
centering the string on the trigger for shooting accuracy. A
strong archer can do this, but most will want some sort of
mechanical cocking device: either a rope-pulley or winch
system. The rope-pulley is lighter and less troublesome to
use in the field, but aunters with physical disabilities may
prefer a winch.

Today’s hunting crossbow arrows are 20 inches long and
made of either aluminum or carbon fiber. They take inter-
changeable screw-on points for target or field use.

As a hunting device. the crossbow is as effective as archery
equipment and is legal in Texas for game animals and non-
migratory game birds during the general season. (They’re
illegal for migratory zame birds.) Archery can be a great
choice for hunting feral hogs and other exotics that have no
closed season. During the archery-only season for deer and
turkey, however, a crosshow hunter must purchase an
archery stamp and also carry a physician’s letter indicating
that he or she has an upper limb impairment that would
make it extremely difficult to draw a conventional bow.

The best of crossbow technology is found in high-end
models, which use the latest bow technology, scope sighting
and safety-first trigger designs.

One of the finest 1s the Ten Point Stealth X2, which
offers excellent const-uction, speed, accuracy and redun-
dant safety features. If extra weight is not a concern, this
bow, combined with AcuDraw winder-winch mounted in
the butt, is one of the easiest bows to cock. A dry-fire
inhibitor prevents the bow from being accidentally released
without an arrow in place. This is perhaps the safest han-
dling of any currently manufactured crossbow and the easy-
to-use cocking aid makes it an ideal choice for anyone with
a physical handicap. ($979, 185#, kit including AcuDraw
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Ten Point

and red-dot scope, Ten Point Crossbows, (330) 628-9245,
<www.tenpointcrosshows.com>)

The Excalibur Exomag keeps things simple by using a
magnum-strength, 200-pound recurve rather than a com-
pound bow. It delivers blazing ar~ow speed and eliminates
the need for cam adjustments or tuning sometimes required
of compound bows. Designed and manufactured by cross-
bow hunters, this bow comes with an excellent trigger sys-
tem, comfortable synthetic stock and is exceptionally well
constructed, consistently accurate, and reliable. ($800, kit
with cross-hair scope, Excalibur Crossbow Inc., (800)
463-1817, <www.excaliburcrosshow.com>)

The widely available Horton Hunter Elite is a sturdy,
compact, fast compound bow. This popular model offers an
ergonomic stock, is comfortable and has a textured grip sur-
face and distinctive camouflage pattern. The excellent
4X32mm Multi-A-Range Horton scope is waterproof and
fogproof, and has an elevation adjustment integrated into
the stock. The Hunter Elite shoots only Horton arrows,
which are equipped with “moon nocks” to ensure that the
arrow is loaded properly for maximum safety and accuracy.
(Under $600, 175% kit with cross-hair scope, Horton
Crossbows, (330) 633-0305, <www.hortonmfg.com>)

The crossbow kits that are described above are all excel-
lent combinations. Whether one is shooting a flat target,
roving a field course or hunting big game, these top-
model crossbows deliver quality construction and shooting
performance. 7
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For only $59 you get the Combination If you purchased thasz separately you
License ard all seven state hun:n¢ anc would pay $94. You can purchase the
fishing stamgs: saltwater sportfishing, Super Coniko license at more than
waterfowl, turkey, whte-winged cove, 2,0C0 retailers, any Texas Parks and Wildlife
archery, freshwatar trout enc Department office or by callirg
muzzleloader. (80C) 895-4248 to charge by phone.

Buy your Super Combo, the "all-in-one” license that
PARKS & offers you great value and convenience.

TEXAS

e Then get out and enjoy the Texas outdoors!

Revenue from the sale of the Suner Combo license does to fund wildlife conservation.
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DCD)S in the Fle / by Susan L. Ebert

DESTINATION: RoOCKPORT-FULTON

ERANE B T MR

POR-OOM

AMARILLO — 12.5 hours / AUSTIN — 4 hours / BROWNSVILLE — 4 hours / DALLAS — 7 hours / EL PASO — 11 hours
HOUSTON — 4.5 hours / SAN ANTONIO — 3 hours

"The Lure of the Coast

With torrents continuing and floodwaters rising last July, I study the

increasing number of road closings on the TxDOT Web site to locate

routes outside the river basins.

| am determined not to bail out on a long-planned week-
end in Rockport-Fulton, a favorite Coastal Bend destination.

‘When Dana and her son Noah arrive at my Austin home,
she casts a worried eye to the turbid skies. “We're on,” I pro-
nounce. “It'll just take us a little longer to get there.” With
Dana, Noah and me in her car and my two teens, Scott, 17,
and Cristy, 16, trailing behind in my truck, we skirt the
swollen Guadalupe river basin with what turns out to be well-
calculated detours. It’s the first time I've watched my son drive
in torrential rain, so | Constantly scan my rearview mirror.
Once, my heart jumps into my throat as a doe leaps into the
wet roadway in front of my two teens. Don't punch the brakes, 1
taught him. Easy does it. Don't swerve ever; hold the road. You have inertia
in your favor if you keep going in a straight line. His slowing truck never
wavers. The doe sprints past him. I breathe again.

The Kontiki Beach Resort, just south of the Copano Bay
bridge in the village of Fulton, sparkles in the storm-swept
afternoon. The rains have passed through for now, and our
offspring unfold their ever-extending limbs and set out to
explore the marina, the two long fishing piers, the tennis
courts and the swimming pool. Brown pelicans stand vigil on
the marina pilings, and pickets of heron and egret fish the
rims of the marshy inlet. Mullet slap
the surface.

Dana’s son Noah, 8, has never
fished, so the two of us step out the
back door of the condo, less than 10
yards away from the marina. To my
delight, Noah, like me, is left-hand-
ed, so I don't have to do the usual
transposing. He has the strong,
smooth arm of a budding Nolan
Ryan, and is soon pitching the top-
water lure clean across the marina

and dancing it back to him in a jolly

lgAlthough I prefer fly fishing and
throwing plastic, I'm no purist, espe-
cially in teaching children. There’s
something about threading a worm,

shrimp or croaker onto a hook that connects a child to the
food chain and the natural world. So charging my two teens
to look after Noah, Dana and I set out on a bait-and-grocery
run. First stop is Fleming’s Bait Stand in Rockport Harbor,
for both bait and table shrimp, and a couple dozen croaker.
The new H-E-B south of Rockport and Fulton has everything
else. “The produce department is prettier than most jewelry
stores,” I comment to Dana, and we come back laden with
fruits and vegetables.

I've brought two ﬂyrods, two spinners and “Don't-Touch-
Mama's Baitcaster”— its official name — which seems to suc-
cessfully ward off casual use. I rig them all that evening, so
we're ready to go.

The f'ol]owing morning, while everyone sleeps, I strap on
my water sandals and headlamp and jog around the oyster reef
from the Kontiki to the end of the Copano Bay State Fishing
Pier as the sun rises through surly Van Gogh clouds.
Splashing over the oystershell in ankle-deep water, I soon spy
two black skimmers on a spit of shell. One of the skimmers
looks one-legged. On closer examination, I see that it has
monofilament balled around an atrophying leg. I spend an
hour trying to nab the trailing fishing line in hopes I can cut




Captain Sally Moffett, left, is a guide on the Texas Coast who specializes in fly fiching from kayaks. Goose
Island State Park’s Big Tree, above, is estimated to be mcre than 1,000 years old.

it free. Furious and frustrated that I zannot ge: close enough
to help the bird, 1 pick us ore of the numerous plastic bags
flutterng along this prist:ne shore, and fill it with balled-up
fishing line discarded by unthinking anglers from the night
before. I tie it tight and tarust it into the closed garbag= bin
on the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s Conano Bay
Fishing Pier, thinking, Iy teople knew how harmful thzse carsless ccts are
to fish ard wildlife, wewldn't they act more responsibly

Darz and I pry our cazldren from: their nests ard set out
after b-eakfast for an excursion across tke Copano Bay Bridge
to the tiny village of Lamar. Cardinals ard scissor-tailed fly-
catchers flit across our paths as we meander along St. Clkarles
Bay toward Goose Island State Park’s B-g Tree, one of the
most farous trees in ke world and until a usurper in
Brazor:a Ciounty was awarded the title recently, -he Texas State
Champion Live Oak. Estimated to be more then 1,000 years
old, the Big Tree measures 3¢ feet ir. czreumferencs and has
a crovn spread of neary Qo feet. It is said to have been a
council tree, both for the Karankawa Indians and the white
settlers who came later. We linger in its stately presence, savor-
ing the shade and the bay breeze.

Goose Island 5-ate Park may be only 32T acres, but it's
whopping big on fun. The 1,620-fcot-long fishing pier, at
the junction of Aransas, Copans and St. Cha-les kays, pre-
sents spectacular fishing access Zor youngsters. as schoals of
specklzd trout traverse underneath cay and night, as well as
redfish founder and black drum. It's a’so one of onlv two

% state parks — Matagorda Island keing the other — in whizh to
)

£ see th= endangered whocping crane. The birding is varied
2 and plantiful as shorebirds, waterfowl and m:grating song-
Z birds abound. Visitors can also enjcy recreational crakbing
and oystering. W-th more than 120 e ectrified campsites, two
playg"r-:-ur.ds, a bzi- stanc and a two-lane boat ramp, this park
is choekablock wizh adveniure.

Later, the boys lazily Jish the mar.na while Cristy peints.
After a short tour of Fulton Mansion Staze Historic Site and
quaint Fulton Harbor, we stroll the curio shops and art gal-
leries of downtown Rockport. As the sun sets, our collective
mood is calm but the world around us is blowing a gale. Cristy
walks out on the per to sketch while son Scott and Dana play

their accustic guiters. We sing play music; laugh.

LEFT PHOTO @ DAVID SIKES; RIGHT PHOTO BY E

Dana and I cement a friendship. “You're pretty well pre-
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pared,” sne comments; “like that MacGyver character who
could fix anything w:th either duct tape, -ir: foil or gum.”

As she hugs me goodbye, she teases, “I can't kelieve you
didn't bring duct tape.”

Captain Sally Moffett of Reel Fun Charters runs one of the
most innovative guide services I know: She piles kayaks onto
her bay boat dubbed “Twenty-four-feet-o™-Hell,” and takes
clients out into the inner labyrirth of the skinny -water
cradling San Jose Island.

The night before we're to fish, we'~e once again under anvil
thunderheads and flood advisories. Moffztt and I confer, and
agree we'll have to call it in the morning; if there’s lignining
or other dangerous conditions, we'll bag i:. Moffett hclds a
Master U.S. Coast Guard license and would not risk unsafe
weather. She knows I'll be up for a paysically challenging trip,
though; wind and waves alone won't stop us.

Tonigh:, we stay at Hoopes' House, a vanilla-and-daffodil
Victorian confection in downtown Rocknort, within walking
distance of shops, restaurants, Rockport Harbor anc the
Texas Maritime Mus=um.

After supper, Cristy and I head for the pool, but by now it
is flat out pouring, and the sky :s firing with lightning and
shouting with thunder. We sit in the gazebo, swathed in
Hoopes' House robes, and talk, really talk the way mo:hers
and daugaters need to talk and so rarely do. On a Saturday
night, she would be out with her friends; this conversation in
the midst of a fierce lightning storm is a rare gift.

The following morning, I awake at 5, pound out three miles
around Rockport Harbor, shower, pull on my fishing elothes
and grab my gear. At Palm Harbor, where Moffett and I are to
launch, tke wind is incing sideway:s and the fog bank is touch-
ably low. An angry, greenish cloudkank hargs over the northeast
horizon. Moffett sizes up the situaticn. “We're safe.” she says,
“but it may be 1*ough. Are you g'dme‘?" “Heck, yeah," I I‘ep'..y.

We bound over the bay to San Jose Island, where she c¢rops
anchor and we each koard sit-on-top kayzks, with fly rods and
spinning gear at the ready. We fight the wind as we pzddle
across Ferice Lake, the missing joint in my l2ft shoulder chat-
tering in protest. I mentally package the pain and toss it over-
board. Chin into the wind, I paddle, teeth zlenched.

Then I see a yellow-crowned night heron on the shore!
Another! Then a flight of roseate spoonhills, hot pink in the



fog. Two willets sound their piercing cry; golden, black-spot-
ted tails swirl near my paddle. Three wigeons, harbingers of
flights to come, pass overhead. The shoulder pain abates as
the splendor of this wild place floods my senses.

We anchor our kayaks and wade. The mud is thick and vis-
cous; | find I need to constantly move my feet to stay bal-
anced. [ ask Moffett how she came to this life she so obvious-
ly adores.

“Iworked in the legal profession for 14 years,” she confides,
“and when I decided to become a fishing guide, I knew I
wanted to be a different kind of fishing guide. I grew up on
the water, but not fly fishing; my spirit led me to it. Chuck
Scates is the one who took me under his wing. I was not very
good when he decided to teach me.” She pauses, laughing.
“Actually, I was pathetic. Scates is the guru of Texas saltwater
fly fishing; somehow he sensed my passion and my tenacity
and gave to me.

“I want the fish to be here tomorrow,” continues Moffett,
“so | encourage my clients to practice catch and release. The
magic of these pristine wild places is what I hope to share.”

Despite last night's storm, the skinny water in Fence Lake is
clear. The stingrays dart around our wadeboots, as do
shrimp, crab and speckled trout. Redfish streak past us in the
knee-deep water.

It's too windy to throw fly lines, so we pitch topwater lures.
Each blowup brings a rush; each fish is released with a prayer
and a thank you.

We retrieve our kayaks and climb aboard. I'm weary, and
feeling more so when I realize we're on the back reaches of

Fence Lake, far from Moffett’s anchored bay boat. “Just

stand up,” says Moffett, doing so herself.

I do, and am amazed to see that our bodies have become
sails. With our blonde ponytails flying benzath our hats, the
wind at our backs, we cast and retrieve, catca and release, talk
and observe as “Twenty-four-feet-of-Hell” looms closer. It's
a day that should not end, I think, as we s:and side by side,
gliding across the surface as the ripe nurszry bay undulates
beneath us.

It's what happens, I remind myself: not what's plannec. v ¢

For More Information

Rockport-Fulton Chamber of Commerce, (800) 242-0071 or
(800) 826-6441, <www.rockport-fulton.org>

Goose Island State Park, (361) 729-2858,
<www.tpwil.state.tx.us/park/goose/goose.htm>

Fulton Mansion State Historic Site, (361) 729-0385, ext. 25;
<www.tpwd.state.tx.us/park/fulton/fulton.htm>

Copano Bay State Fishing Pier, (361) 729-7762,
<www.tpwd state.tx.us/copano/>

Coastal Bend Guides Association, <www.cbga.org>

Whooping Crane Tours, <swww.birdrockport.com/bird_tours.htm>

Captain Sally’s Reel Fun Charters, (361) 729-9095,
<www.captainsally.com>

Hoopes’ House Bed and Breakfast, (800) 924-1003, ext. 300,
<www.hoopeshouse.com>

Kontiki Beach Resorts, (361) 729-2318, <www.kontikibeach.com>

Palm Harbor Marina, (361) 729-8540, <www.palmharbormarina.com>

Texas Maritime Museum, (361) 729-1271,
<www.texasmaritimemuseum.org>
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DOVES:
THE MOST SOUGHT-AFTER
BIRDS IN TEXAS

SEASON DATES

North Zone: Sept. 1-Oct. 30; north of
1-30 from Texarkana to Fort Worth, then
north of [-20 to its intersection with I-
10, then north of I-10 to Fort Hancock,
then west of Texas 14.8, Texas 20 and F.M.
1088.

Central Zone: Sept. 1-Oct. 30 and
Dec. 26-Jan. 4; south of North Zone
boundary and north of [-10 from Orange
to San Antonio, then north of U.S. 9o to
Del Rin, then narth of 11.S. 277 Spur to
the international toll bridge.

South Zone: Sept. 20-Nov. 5 and Dec.
20-Jan 11; south of I-10 from Orange to
San Antonio, then south of U.S. g0 to
Del Rio, then south of U.S. 277 Spur to
the international toll bridge.

Special White-winged Dove Areca:
Sept. 6-7, 13-14, Sept. 20-Nov. 5 and
Dec. 20-Jan. 7; west o[ U.S. 83 [rom its
intersection with U.S. 90 in Uvalde, then
wesl of Texas 4.4, Texus 16, F.M. 1017 and
Texas 186.

After white-tailed deer, doves generate
more hunting ellort in Texas thau any
other species. About 450,000 dove
hunters spend 1.2 million days alield eacls

year. The $4.35 they typically spend in
pursuil of doves amounts to one-third of
the money spent annually by the average
hunter, and most of this money changes
hands during a few weeks in September.
Internationally, doves may be a symbol of
peace, but in Texas, when their econom-
ic impact of close to $20 million a year is
considered, doves roar.

Part of dove hunting’s popularity stems
from the timing of the season, which
marks the end of a long, hot summer and
the beginning of the fall hunting season.
Many deer hunters open their camps and
begin filling feeders on Labor Day week-
end, and a dove hunt adds interest and
some tasty eating. This year, with SePt. 1
falling on a Monday, dove shooting will
not start until Labor Day, making it a
short hunt.

In a typical year, Texas hunters take
some 4.5 million doves. White-winged
doves, which until a few'years ago were
confined mainly to the Lower Rio Crande
Valley, make up about a fourth of the
birds taken and may show up almost any-
where in the state.

“This bird has moved northward and
westward from South Texas and estab-
lished populations in cities such as Waco,
Brownwoud and San A.ugelu,” says Kevin
Mote, TPWD district leader in

Brownwoud. ITe advises purchasing _l_.I_L_e

by landowners.

‘whitewing stamp or Super Corﬁbo licens-é

if planning to hunt doves within 30 miles
of a city of 15,000 to 20,000 people.
“However, don't be surprised to sce a few
mixed in with mourning doves, regardless
of where you hunt,” he says. And since
silhouetted birds are sometimes hard to
identity, the best advice for dove hunters
is to buy the whitewing stamp. .
Food sources and water concentrate
doves, and TPWD biologists recommend
keying on harvested grain fields and nat-
ural food sources such as sunflowers and
croton. Flight paths between roosting
areas and food and water sources produce
the best shooting. Areas south of San
Antonio and around Uvalde and
Brownwood generally hold doves
throughout the season. Hill Country
counties such as Gillespie, Mason and
McCulloch usually furnish good hunting.
TPWD Trans-Pecos district leader Mike
Hobson expects high dove nu_mbers this
year as well. Purchascrs of an Annual
Public Hunting Permit ($4.8) may hunt

doves on any of more than 150 parc_e‘ls_ ey

leased private land statewide; a map
booklet gives locations, ¢
dates available and any
special  require-
ments imposed’

FCAST 72003
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WATERFOWL HUNTERS:

AT THE MERCY OF WEATHER

SEASON DATES

Final season dztes for waterficwl Funting
arz set in August. Consult the “2003-
2004 Waterfowl Digest” for dates and
zone boundaries. The follow.ng dates
were those proposed at press time.
Waterfowl hunting begins with teal season
Sept. 2C-Sept. 28. (In the Eizh Plains
Malla-d Mznagement Unit, one week of
th= split duck sezson is propnsed to begin
Sept. 29, ir. effect making the teal season
thar= 16 days, with the added benus of
being able to take other ducks zs well after
th= 23th.) Gooss season begins Cct. 25.
The first big push of geese onio the coastal
prai==zs west of Houston usuzlly ccmes b
Nov. 10, wih white-frented (specklebelf
lied} =nc srow geese arriving first.

Duck- anc goose-hunting success is
ve-y c2pencent on weather. Werm weath-
er north of Texas keeps ponds cpen, and
ducks and geese may rot migrate south
from the rerthern states and Canada
uritil cold weather forces them to
Abundant ra:ns can scatter bircs all over
the country. making hunting more diffi-
cult. Drought will concentratz Sirds on
available wa-er, and out-itters take advan-
tage of this by pumpirg water to create
roost nonds end hold birds :a t-e area.

Given the unpredictability of the weath-
er, biologists are understandakly hesitant
to ferzcast waterfowl huntirg. Jowever.
there will always be birds in traditiona
places such as the rice prairies west o”
Houston, where outfittzrs and landown-
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ers manage water for the birds. Jim
Sutherlin, project leader for the Upper
Coast Wetlands Ecosystem Project, notes
that conditions appear favorable for good
production of submerged aquatic plants
in wetlands along the coast, and this food
source should attract and hold waterfowl.
Portions of the Panhandle that receive
summer rains can be covered up with
ducks and geese when cold weather push-
es birds south. Peanut and wheat fields in
the Knox County area draw large num-
bers of geese, especially Canadas. Pay
close attention to season and bag limit
announcements this fall, however, as
there is the possibility that the dark goose
season in the western zone may be short-
ened and the bag limit reduced.
Biologist Billy Lambert notes that snow
geese are expanding their range into the
Post Oak Savannah. Gary Calkins in the
Pineywoods expects good habitat condi-
tions for ducks but notes, as did his coun-
terparts in other parts of the state, that
cold weather on the northern plains is
needed to push ducks and geese into
Texas. Scout for places with food and
water and watch the weather; a severe
snowstorm on the Great Plains can bring
a blizzard of waterfowl to Texas. Also,
locally heavy rains can cause East Texas
streams to overbank; flooded hardwood
bottomlands littered with acorns draw

mallards and wood ducks.

HIGH HOPES IN SOUTH TEXAS

SEASON DATES

Oect. 25-Feb. 29.

If you have a place to hunt quail, count
yourself lucky. Quail popu}ations over the
eastern half of the state plummeted as
habitat declined. South Texas and the
Rolling Plains of North Texas and adja-
cent Oklahoma are the last strongholds
of bobwhite quail in the United States.
Scaled quail continue to do well in West

Texas and western parts of South Texas.

About 90,000 quail hunters spend a
bit over three days each in pursuit of
quail, but their economic impact is sig-
nificant. Quail Unlimited estimates each
of its members spends $10,000 ayear on
quail hunting, with 65 percent of that
being spent in the county hunted.

South Texas may be setting up for the
best quail season in a decade, biologists
say. “This is the second consecutive year
of good quail production, and quail
hunting prospects look good to excellent
in South Texas,” says district leader Joe
Herrera. Scaled quail in West Texas also
look promising, says Mike Hobson.
“Regardless of future rainfall, current
conditions should lead to at least an aver-

age number of quail available for harvest.”

TURKEYS:

THETWO-SEASON BIRD

SEASON DATES

Rio Grande: archery, Sept. 27-Oct.
26; general, North Texas, Nov. 1-Jan. 4
and Apr. 3-May 9; South Texas, Nov. 1-
Jan. 18 and Mar. 27—May 2; Brooks,
Kenedy and Kleberg counties, Nov. 1-
Feb. 29; youth only, Oct. 25-26 and Jan.
17-18.

Eastern: April 12-April 25.

Rio Grande turkeys share honors with
squirrels as the only game animals that
are in season both spring and fall (except
javelinas, which may be hunted year-
round in 50 counties). Fall turkeys usu-
ally are taken incidentally by deer hunters;
30 percent of the 62,000 turkeys taken
in Texas last season were harvested in
autumn in the Edwards Plateau. The
Rolling Plains, South Texas and Cross
Timbers are the other main turkey-hunt-
ing areas. Max Traweek says the Hill
Country should have good numbers of



adult birds this fall and expects a good
hatch in 2003, boding well for the future.
Prospects are even brighter in South
Texas. “There should be an abundance of
mature gobblers due to the above-average
hatch in 2001, and the 2003 hatch
should rank right up there with the best of
them,” says Joe Herrera.

The sleeper may be the counties in the
western part of the Rio Grande’s range,
west and north of Brownwood. “Much of
the district has experienced good turkey
reproduction for the past two years, and
this year is shaping up to be another good
one,” says Kevin Mote. “Fall populations
could be the highest in five years, with a
healthy percentage of the population
being mature birds.”

Eastern turkeys may be hunted only in
the spring and generally may be found in
scattered populations east of Interstate
45. Much of the hunting takes place on
public land accessible to purchasers of an
Annual Public Hunting Permit. For an
unusual turkey hunting experience, take a
boat to Wright Patman Lake southwest of
Texarkana and fish your way around the
shore until you hear a turkey gobble on
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers land
around the lake. Tie up the boat and go

after him.

OTHER GAME:

SMALL NUMBERS, BIG FUN

SEASON DATES

Pronghorns: Oct. 4-Oct. 12; pheas-
ants: Panhandle, Dec. 13-Jan. II; coastal,
Nov. 1-Feb. 29; javelinas, Sept. 1-Aug.
31 except Oct. I-Feb. 29 in about 43
counties; see county listings in the 2003-
2004 Outdoor Annual; squirrels, youth only,
Sept. 27-Sept. 28; East Texas, Oct. 1-
Feb. 1 and May 1-May 31; feral hogs and

other exotics, no closed season.

Like mule deer, pronghorn antelope

live primarily in the Trans-Pecos and
parts of the Panhandle. (Pronghorns are
not really antelope and, in fact, are the
only species in their family.) Drought has
reduced their numbers in the Trans-
Pecos to about 5,400 animals; about
4,500 remain in the Panhandle. The
number of antelope permits issued to
landowners each year is based on the pop-
ulation, which means few people will have
the chance to hunt these magnificent
creatures (891 buck antelope permits were
issued to 432 landowners in 2002). Both
Mike Hobson in the Trans-Pecos and
Danny Swepston in the Panhandle expect
numbers to climb a bit this year, but the
long-term outlook for pronghorns
remains bleak.

Flushing pheasants probably cause
more hearts to flutter than any other
Texas game bird, which is only one of the
reasons some 28,000 hunters make the
long trek to the Panhandle to take an aver-
age of fewer than two birds each. That
one cackling cock rising into a setting sun
after a punishing day of walking can make
the hunt memorable. The Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP), which pays
farmers to take cropland out of produc-
tion and plant it in grass, has created a
great deal of additional habitat for pheas-
ants, even though the tangled mats of
grass on CRP land (which cant be grazed)
are hard to hunt. The 30-day season this
year should mean more people will be
able to find the time to enjoy a pheasant
hunt. While pheasant numbers are
expected to remain low, the level of plea-
sure they bring will always be high.

Javelinas are on the increase in the
Trans-Pecos and on the decrease in parts
of South Texas. However, Joe Herrera
points out that lush conditions in South
Texas this year should result in an overall
increase in numbers. About 28,000
hunters took 17,000 javelinas during the
2000-200I season. “Javelinas are unique
to the Southwest and offer excellent

potential for out-of-state hunters, first-
time hunters, youth and hunters using
archery, muzzle-loader and handgun
equipment,” says David Synatzske, who is
manager of the Chaparral Wildlife
Management Area. Javelinas visit water-
holes and feeders regularly in the Trans-
Pecos, Mike Hobson says, making them
fairly easy to pattern. While javelinas can
be hunted year-round in most of their
range, several Trans-Pecos counties have
a season running Oct. I through the last
Sunday in February; check the Outdoor
Annual for the county you are hunting.

East Texas remains the stronghold of
squirrel hunting. Billy Lambert says pop-
ulations are good throughout the Post
Oak Savannah. Find acorns and you will
find squirrels. The Pineywoods had a
good acorn crop last year, and the result
was good litters this spring. These two
ecological regions had the bulk of the
hunters (44,900) and harvest (161,037)
in 2001-2002. Public-land squirrel
hunting can be quite good in the
Pineywoods; the White Oak Creek
Wildlife Management Area gives the first
two weeks in October over to squirrel
hunting.

Feral hogs are a dirty word to most
wildlife biologists, because they compete
with native wildlife and are destructive to
the habitat, but all agree they are fun to
hunt and good to eat. “It will benefit
other wildlife if efforts are made to reduce
feral hog numbers, and this will be a good
year to do it,” advises David Synatzske.

The other free-ranging exotic of note is
the aoudad sheep, which can be found
from the Edwards Plateau to the
Panhandle to the Trans-Pecos. Like feral
hogs and other exotics, they may be hunt-
ed year-round, and although some may
tell you aoudads are not good to eat, don't
believe it. The best jalapeno/cheese sum-
mer sausage and chili meat ['ve ever eaten
were made from a 200-pound male
aoudad.

TEXAS
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VWHITE-TAILED DEER:

VWHAT MOST TEXAS HUNTERS WANT

SON DATES

A.réhery: Sept. 27-Okt. 2E; youd‘l oniy:
Oct. 25-26; general: North Texas, Nov.
1-Jar. 4; Fanhandle (six counties), Nov.
22-Dex. 7; South Texas, Nov, 1-Jan. 18;
late an-lerless and spike, muzzleloader:
Jan. 1c-Tan. 18; Edwards Plateau, Jan. 5-
Jan. 18; South Texas, Jan. 19-Feb. 1.
If yeu hunt in Texas, chances are better
than even that you hunt white-tailed deer.
Out of rearly I million hunters in Texes
in 2001, more than 511,000 hunted
whitetails, spending nearly $: billion in
the precess. Last seasan deer were taken
in 202 of Texas' 254 counties. Texas
hunters bring dewn an average cf
418,030 whitetails each year.

Consentional wisdom used to hold that
 if you just want to get a deer, go to the Hill
Count-y; if vou want to get a good ceer,
go to South Texas. Betzer habiat man-
agemert by private landowners statewide
is changing that. TPWD and the Texas
Wildlife Association cesponsar the Texas
Big Game Awards, which recognize the
efforts of lancowners 1o improve wildlife
habitat. One of the results of improved
habitat is larger deer, 2nd records for the
2002-2007 sezson show that 46 of the
bucks with typical (i.e., symmetrical)
antlers zntered from the Edwards Plateau
met the minimum 14C Boone and
Crockett scare required for entry in the
South Texas divisior.. (Four of those deer
came off public lard — three from Fort
Hood. one from the Kerr Wildlife
 Manzgamen: Area.) No longer do vou
have to hunt in South Texas -0 have a
chance at a good buck.

A handful of Hill Country counties —
- Gillespie, Kerr, Kimhle, Llana, Mason
and San Szha — tower abeve the rest of
the state in numbers of deer hunters and
- deer harvestad. Biologist Max Traweek
expects betterthan-average antler qual-

notes that an averpopuiation of deer in
the area — as many as one deer to every
two to three acres — prevents most Hill

~ herd, they predict the coming seasc
ity in tze Hill Country this seasan, but he -

renough to eat

tc reach their full potential, either in
antle- size or body weight. The average
Hill Country doe will field dress around
65 pounds, while bucks may weigh about
80. In South Texas. where thers may be
a deer to every I5 to 20 acres, the average
doe will field-dress at aoout 8¢ pounds,
bucks at 120 or so.

The abundance of deer and small
landavmerships in the Hill Country helps
keep hunting there affordable. Day hunt-
ing is widely available in the Hill Country
through local chambers of commerce;
fees start at about $125 per hunter a day,
offerirg very gcod opportunities for fam-
ily hunts at a reasonahble price. Ranchers

trying 1o improve their deer herds wel-
come hunters who will hunt does and
help b:’ing herd numbers within the car-
rying czpacity of the land, a]though a lease
fee is generally charged.

Good numbers of bucks in the 3.5-
vear-old age class last year in the Post Oak
Savannak and Pineywoods districts have
biologists there anticipating an above-
average season. Excellent habitat condi-
tions and new antler restrictions put in -
place ir Austin, Colorado, Fayette,
Lavaca, Lee and Washingten counties last
year worked as intended to reduce the
taking of young bucks. giving them tim
to grow up and produce bigger antlers.
District leader Bob Carrall expects bet
ter-than-average antler development th:s
year and more alder bucks in the herd.
Kevin Mote, whase district stretches from
Brocwnwood west to Midland and narth 1o
the Red River, zlso predicts above-average
numbers of mature deer with gcod antlers
this vear.

South Texas biologists foresee gaad to
excellent antlers, and witk an abundance

of 4.5- and 6.5-year-old bucks in the

could be one of the best on record. The
bad news is that if you don't have a lease or
packags hunt lined up by the time yo
read this. it's probably toa late.




rthery Sept. 27-Oct. 26; general
ankandle, Nov. 22-Dec. 7; southwest

Panhandle, Nov. 22-Nov. 30; Trans
Pecos, Nov. 29-Dec. 14.

Mule deer (named for their long ears)
range the deserts aof the Trans-Pecos, the
western _fringv_e-s of the Edwards Platea

nd parts of the Panhandle. Muleys in
the Panhandle often are able to feed on
wheat, alfalfa and grains and tend to gro
blggvr bodies and antlers than deser

‘er, sometimes field- dressmg 200

cunds or better. That said, hawever,
ost of the mule deer entered in the

exis B1g Game Awards for 2002-2003

e from the Trans-Pecos.
Vﬂn]e the white-tailed deer is!
yman’s deer in Texas, low numbers of
m- e deer.and taeir restricted range
ake muley hunters a pretty exclusive
club. Tn 2001-2002 the 14,976 mule
_ deer hunters in Texas took only 3 104:
z an_u:rdls
Muleys are still recovering from a long
rm drought in West Texas. In 2000,
wle deer numbers dropped below
100.000 but have climbed the last tw :
~ years, to about 150,000. Mike Hobso
hody we'ighls and antler growth i
e TI ns-Pecos should be above aver-
assuming good summer rains
anhandle district biologist Danny
Swepstan concurs and notes that muleys
tend to he more common in the eastern
Panhandle in the sandhills and draws:
- along the Canadian River and the
'_.rougher areas of the Rolling Plains -

‘around the Caprork Escarpment 7
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LTHOUGH MOST TEXAS GAME WARDENS ARE ATTRACTED
TO THEIR OCCUPATION BECAUSE THEY ENJOY HUNTING
AND FISHING, ONCE ON THE JOB THEY USUALLY FIND
LITTLE TIME TO DO EITHER. THEY SPEND LONG, OFTEN

SOLITARY NIGHTS LISTENING FOR SOUNDS OF

POACHERS. X SOMETIMES THEY ENCOUNTER HEAVILY ARMED HUNTERS WHOSE

JUDGMENT MAY BE CLOUDED BY ALCOHOL, AND THEY NEVER CAN TELL WHEN THEY

MIGHT STUMBLE ONTO A METHAMPHETAMINE LAB HIDDEN IN THE WOODS.
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Part peace officer anc. part agency public relations rep-
resentative, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department game
wardens are charged with enforcing state hunting and
fishing laws, protecting natural resources and the envi-
ronment and overseeing boating safety. They also spend
a good portion of time educating the public through
formal programs and by responding to individual
inquiries about game laws — whether on regular patrols
or during chance encounters on a late-night grocery
run. In rural areas, they often may be the first person on
a crime scene. They often participate in disaster relief
efforts.

The scope of their beat is daunting. With 40 game
warden cadets expected to graduate from the academy
this summer, their ranks will exceed 500, but Texas is a
big state. Its 254 counties and 267,277 square miles are
home to more than 2¢ million people and a staggering
collection of wildlife species. More than 3 million sur-
face acres of water lie within its boundaries. More than
500,000 hunters participated in the fall Texas white-
tailed deer hunting sezson alone.

Enforcing wildlife laws is not all that game wardens do.
As certified peace officers, they are charged with enforc-
ing all state criminal “aws. Most of them have college
degrees; each has graduated after 1,200
hours of training at TPWD’s Austin
academy. Some serve a stone's
throw from where they grew up;
others have woven thermselves
into the social fabric of
their far—ﬂung assignment
counties.

“A good game warden
strongly believes in
conservation and likes
to work with people,”
says Col. James
Stinebaugh, director
of TPWD’s Law

Enforcement

Division. Stinebaugh started his law enforcement career
as a game warden in Freer and San Saba counties in
1967. After serving in the U.S. Marine Corps in the
1960s and a short stint with the U.S. Border Patrol in
1971, the native Texan spent 27 years with the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service before rejoining TPWD in October
200I. He is unabashed in his fervor for the work.

“This is the best job in the world,” he says. “A good
warden likes to be outside on the coldest night and on
the hottest day. An old sheriff once told me that he want-
ed a deputy who isn't afraid to fight but also one who
doesn't like to fight. That fits in this job as well. If you
find all of these qualities in a person, you've got yourself
a good game warden.”

In their role of protecting wildlife and the environ-
ment, game wardens take special aim at what they call real
outlaws, those who blatantly ignore wildlife law whether
by illegally shooting game, taking fish by illegal methods
or creating toxic messes that damage the environment.
Experience tells them many of these outlaws often will
venture into other illegal activities, such as theft or drug
trade.

During 2002, game wardens conducted investigations
that led to 33,005 criminal cases involving the envi-

ronment and wildlife resources. The resulting

penalties brought $1.1 million into the state’s
game, fish and water safety fund and gen-
erated nearly $300,000 in civil resti-
tution. Since a warden’s regular
duties encompass answering calls
and routine patrols, the agency
has created special units that
concentrate on marine theft,
environmental crimes and
large-scale, wildlife-related
crimes.

A glimpse into the lives of a
handful of wardens shows
the breadth of their respon-
sibilities.



uring the fall hunting season, JUAN

CARLOS FLORES — better known

as J.C. —figures he drives 200 to
400 miles a day through the rolling,
brushy terrain of Val Verde County,
checking deer camps and responding to
calls. He'’s one of three wardens working
this southwestern county’s 3,232 square
miles out of Del Rio. He knows the
region well, for he was born and raised
in tiny Comstock (population 375).

Val Verde County is an active work-
place. Flores, 46, patrols the Amistad
National Recreation Area, a beautiful,
clear lake fed by the region’s three major
rivers, the Rio Grande, the Pecos and
the Devils.

“We have 540 miles of shoreline on
the U.S. side of the border,” Flores says.
“We have to monitor commercial fishing
from Mexico, which also means picking
up a lot of gill netting and fish traps,
which are legal in Mexico but not in
U.S. waters.”

In the fall, Flores has deer, turkey and
dove hunting to supervise, and some-
times he encounters the puswws
unexpected. Last year
Flores led the investiga-
tion of a man who shot a
bear: a Class C misde-
meanor for a first
offense, a $500 court fee
and several thousand dol-
lars in restitution.

Wildlife is not his only
concern. “Being close to
the border,” he says, “a lot
of drug runners mark
spots, just like a road
hunter might to pick up a

A GOOD
WARDEN LIKES
TO BE OUTSIDE
ON THE
COLDEST NIGHT
AND ON THE
HOTTEST DAY.

carcass later.” (Road hunters often kill a
deer, mark the spot off the road with a
rock on top of a soda can or other
object, and return later to be sure they
haven't been detected before loading the
kill.) “When you are watching these
g‘u)(s,H he says, "you never know if they've
shot a deer, or are picking up a group of
illegal aliens or a load of dope. The
response to each case can be different.”

He credits his strict parents, who still
live in Val Verde County, with helping
him be the first from his family to grad-
uate from high school and college. He
majored in criminal justice with a
wildlife minor at Sul Ross State
University in Alpine.

After graduating from the TPWD
game warden academy in Austin in
1988, it didn't take long for him to learn
how perilous his job can be. After Flores
stopped three road hunters, one of the
men became belligerent and threaten-
ing. Flores had unloaded their guns and
put them on the hood of their car before
interrogating them.

“As I was walking back to my car, I
heard the loud one trying to load a
.270," he says. “I ran back to him,
caught him between the car and door,
and disarmed him. You learn from
these experiences.

“The county's ranches used to be dot-
ted with sheep and goats,” Flores con-
tinues, “but after the Clinton
Administration repealed wool and
mobhair incentives, they all but vanished.
Now, the majority of the large proper-
ties out here are being subdivided into
ranchitos.”

Today, deer leases provide a major
source of local income. The fact that
property is changing hands quickly
makes enforcement a greater challenge,
he says, raising two six-inch-diameter
key rings crammed full of gate keys.

“Being a game warden is lots of work
but there’s a certain freedom in doing
it,” he says. “A warden forges a number
of friendships and finds a variety in the
types of chores involved. I just lucked
out being chosen to come here.”



ECTOE GARZA’s turf iz a poach-
e’s rarad:se. He patrols two divi-
sions of the legendary King Ranch
in Klebzrz County, about 40 m:les
southwest o~ Corpus Christi. The entire
ranch covers 825,000 acres, kigger
thzn the stzte of Rhode Island. Fourteen
miles of fence line extend along both
sides cf Texas 141 between the King
Ranch and :he U.S. 281 intersecrion —
“tkat’s 2& miles of easy access to deer,”
he savs “A: eny time, every quart:r of a
mile or so, there’s probably a deer eing
shot along here. Sometimes, they’ll
shoot the deer and then wait for a brzak
in traffic before dragging the whole czr-
cass into their vehicle.”
"he 32.-vear-old Garza works closzly
with King Ranch security forces. He
helped b:ild a shelter on top of a donat-
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HECTOR GARZA

GAME WARDEN,
KLEBERG COUNTY

ed ait‘p:):‘t beacecn tower, creating avan-
tage point from which ke can see about
20 miles along the nor:hern boundary
o7 the ranch, which is particularly acces-
sible and vulnerable to walk-up hunters.
The Kirg Ranzh policy is that if deer
from the property jump tke fence, they
are open game; but sorme hunter; may
shoot across izs fence or maneuver over
Iew spots to trespass.

After 20 years of patrolling Kleberg
Co:mry, Garzz says that although “a cer-
tain segment of our outlaw hunters still
violate the law Secause :t gives them a
tkrdl,” stiffer wildlife law penalties have
significantly slcwed down illegal activi-
t1=2s.

Garza zrew up in McAllen, wher= his
father was instr-mental in the growzh of
cross-border programs with the Boy

**fi*********************

ﬂf Erlfurcement

arks and Wildlife Department enforcement arm, one
PWD, traces its origin to 1895, when the Texas
and Oyster Commission to regulate fishing. In
as created as a separate entity. Several evolu-
arks Board and the Game and Fish Commission
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department. With
Lonservation Act in 1983, the legislature placed
ind wildlife resources in all Texas counties with
bners courts had set game and fish laws in many
had veto power over department regulations.

Scouts. “I developed a love for the
outdoors at an early age, when my
dad and uncle used to pile us into
the station wagon and drive out
into the countryside to hunt for
rabbits,” says Garza. About five
times a year, Garza helps with
youth hunts on the King Ranch,
for a few days he]ping 10 to 20
primari]y urban teens learn
wildlife lessons and hunting
ethics.

After more than a dozen years
in the Navy, Garza worked in the
police forces in Mission and
McAllen before joining TPWD.

“As a police officer,” he says, “I
dealt with the negatives of society.
Being a game warden is different.
Even if a contact is breaking the law, it’s
usually a manageable situation. The first
wezk of the hunting season, I stopped
two boys driving in the rain. The barrel
cf one of the rifles in their truck was wet
so I knew they had been shooting out of
taeir vehicle. They tried to tell me it was
we: because their windows were open,
kat I pointed out to them that the back
s=at was still dry.

“I told them, ‘Look, guys, anybody can
go to the bank and get a loan to pay a big
fine, or even take some vacation time to
szrve some time in jail. But have you
ever considered that if you get caught
doing this and are convicted of a felony,
your legal hunting days are over, because
you can no longer legally possess a
firearm?’ [ hope that notion is encour-
aging these boys to give it up.”



OBBY KANA and partner Ray

Canales are patrolling the Gulf

Intracoastal Waterway in Galveston
Bay in a lightweight skiff on a breezy,
choppy November day. Galveston
County includes 398 square miles of
land and 478 square miles of water,
including a sizable commercial fishing
industry as well as offshore recreational
fishermen and boaters.

As they approach a shrimp boat with a
solo captain, the six-foot-plus Kana
nimbly shifts to the front of the boune-
ing craft to prepare boarding the much
larger vessel. Suddenly, the captain
begins dumping something off the far
side of his boat. He ignores Kana’s
shouted orders to stop. By the time
Kana leaps aboard the rocking vessel, all
traces of what was dumped are gone and
the captain is pleading ignorance.

The warden cites the captain for fail-
ure to allow inspection of an aquatic
product, a Class C offense that can carry
a fine of $25 up to $500. As the game
wardens pull away, the captain is in his
pilothouse, his radio crackling as he
spreads the word that the wardens are
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What Game Wardens Do

Here's a sampling of reports filed from the field during

out performing inspections.

“During the summer, we'll run 12- to
I4-hour days on the water, checking
licenses and inspecting catches,” Kana
says. “During the fall and winter, we get
out when the weather permits.”

When the seasons are open, 300 to
400 commercial fishing, shrimping or
oyster boats may be working in these
waters. Today, the wardens will board
about 20 of them. A license or fire
extinguisher check may lead to discovery
of undersize flounder catches (they
must be at least 14 inches long) or spot-
caliper measurement of oysters may
determine if a captain’s catch has too
many small oysters in it.

"Although we have brought most of it
under control, we even have a little ille-
gal netting down here,” says Kana.
“Some of the older families are still
active; they feel it’s their heritage, I sup-
pose. We don't have a deer season here,
but we have some tremendous deer, so
we have some encounters with illegal
hunters. We have a large waterfowl hunt,
with all the marshes we have. We have
bird-hunting clubs on local ranches.

A Lavaca County game warden investigating reports Df:inﬁd'shﬂdling finds a fresh candy wrapper in
the area. He later goes to a local store and determines the identity of a customer who just purchased that
brand of candy, leading to the apprehension of the illegal shooter and partners in crime.

Following up a report of an alligator attack at Lake Hawkins, a game warden for Gregg and Wood coun-
ties interviews four minors and one adult at the scene. He determines that the injured party was the vic-
tim of a boating accident and the attack report was an attempt to cover up the alcohol-related incident.

A Brazos County game warden questions a man pouring blood from an ice chest. The man at first
denies killing anything but then recalls killing a hog; about this time, the man’s dog appears with a deer

tail clutched in its mouth.

Smith County game wardens perform a routine check on a vehicle, in the process discovering mari-
juana and a homemade pipe constructed from a hollowed-out deer antler.

Refugio County game wardens file disorderly conduct charges against two men after they water ski in
their “birthday suits” along the Aransas River, passing near a populated river camp.

After observing what appears to be a domestic violence incident involving two men and a woman ata

local gas station, a Kaufman County game warden asks for identification. The two men produce Texas
Department of Corrections inmate cards. One of the men and the woman have outstanding warrants, and
a subsequent search of the vehicle finds stolen prope: ' le methamphetamine |

packages of cocaine and crystal methamphetamine.

In Nueces County, a game warden assists with a drug

two suspects there also possess 12 baby alligators.

When a San Augustine County game warden overhears
ing on the radio about not being able to locate a camp
attack, he relays that he knows the camp and responds. Thi
lance to navigate, so the warden uses his four-wheel drif
lance. The victim eventually is released from a local hospit

mohile methamphetar and

During our patrols, we'll also come
across stolen Jet Skis or boats with their
identification numbers removed.”

Kana, 40, was born and raised in
Palacios, on Matagorda Bay, and has
lived on the Texas Coast for three-quar-
ters of his life, the last 10 as a game war-
den in Galveston. He and wife Dena
both love to bow hunt. Their vacations
are often bow-hunting forays — with
amusement park stops along the way for
their two children, Hunter, 3, and Ty,
7. “One of us will hunt, and the other
will stay with the kids, and then we trade
places,” he says.

Kana helps coordinate a youth hunt
for children ages 12 to 17 at a Hill
Country ranch owned by a local busi-
nessman. He also sponsors once-a-
month fishing expeditions for children
at a small pond near his house and at
other locations in the county.

“I met my first game warden when I
took my first hunter education course,”
he says. “I was probably about 13 at the
time, and I've wanted to be a game war-
den ever since. I love the outdoors, and

the work is fascinating.”




irty years after being plunked down
in East Texas, San Antonio-born
RAYMOND KOSUB feels com-
pletely at home in Kirbyville in Jasper
County. About 85 percent of Jasper
County's mostly flat 937 square miles is
thick with forest, mostly pine and hard-
wood.

“I fell in love with the country here
immediately,” says Kosub. “The blooms
in the spring are incredible, and I never
knew there were so many shades of green
until I came here. It took a while to get
people here to accept me, however.

“When I first arrived I was young, with
nary a clue about this community,” he
explains. “I went to a local barbecue,
off-duty and out of uniform. After a
while this older guy who had imbibed a
bit too much approached me about
helping him check his net nearby. I
declined without saying anything but
another fella told the first,
know who you just approached? That's

‘Don't you

the new game warden.” Well, that wasn't
my last awkward moment here, that's for
sure — but that first man eventually
became my father-in-law and quit
his illegal netting.”

Kosub, 53, is one of three wardens
in Jasper County, about 15 miles
wide and about 60 miles north to
south. The Southeastern Association
of Fish and Wildlife Agencies select-
ed Kosub as its game warden of the
year in 1999. His duties include
water safety and fishing law enforce-
ment at Sam Rayburn Reservoir,
B.A. Steinhagen Lake 13 miles west
of Jasper, and the 200 miles of the
Neches and Angelina rivers border-
ing or flowing through the county.

In the months following the space
shuttle explosion over Texas in
February, Kosub was one of many
state game wardens who participated
in the somber search for the craft’s
debris, struggling through the thick
woods around San Augustine and
Nacogdoches and aiding diving crews
in Toledo Bend.

“We found quite a few pieces,” he
says.
the spring foliage you could see the

“It was strange, because without
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Work with the Wardens

Operation Game Thief, a privately funded crime-stop EEX IO N e ETIN L RETRET L ET E
ing poaching, offers a reward of up to $1,000 for inforUEIGIN CEN TR GR U]
and conviction of someone who commits a wildlife [HIUERIETITEETEENETI (TS
tion about a crime involving wildlife, call the confidZUEIRIDTIE TR AL |
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smallest of pieces out there. They just
looked so different from everything
you're used to looking at in the forest."

Kosub swings his mud-splattered
truck down to Yellow Bluff, a wooded
area on the Neches River that once was
home to a ferry crossing, post office and
country store. Nature has reclaimed all
signs of them, but Kosub uses the spot
to launch his boat when he is working
the river. Swampy marshes, dotted with
oak and pine trees, spread out on each
side of the road.

“We have a lot of problems here with
illegal netting and shocking fish,” he
“While these boys used to use bulky

devices, such as old telephone cranks,

s B.YS .

the technology has changed and allowed
them to be sneakier. Some have gotten
downright ingenious with their electri-
cal sources — some triggers can be
tucked inside a snuff box.”

Road hunting and the use of deer dogs
remain large issues here as well. “Some
people here are still hell-bent on using
dogs, no matter what,” says Kosub.

In the early 1980s, an encounter with

four night hunters who had been drink-
ing almost turned deadly when they got
the upper hand on Kosub. Before the
evening ended, they had held a gun to
his head and threatened his life several
times. “I thought a lot about my family
that night,”
vailed.
n't have killing me in them,” he says.

“I also get a lot of alligator-related
calls in the spring,” Kosub adds. “I got

one call about 3 a.m. from a frantic man

he says. He eventually pre-
“I guess that those men just did-

who reported a giant alligator in his
front yard. It was about 9-foot, all right.
I told the man that whatever happened,
he needed to keep a spotlight on that
‘gator at all times. I got a rope on it, but
it ran under the man’s house. Of course,
the man dropped the light. I finally
jumped on the alligator's back, tied off
his legs, and taped his mouth.

“That’s the strange part of this job.
You can sit at night for weeks by yourself
and nothing happens. And then one
night of activity will make up for it.”




“I’M STILL A
GAME WARDEN AT
HEART. I SEE
TRACKS OFF THE
SIDE OF THE
ROAD AND I TAP
THE BRAKES.”

area with the nation’s lergest con-

centration of petrochemical plants,
might not seem a hotspot for game wa~-
dens. but it’s proving just that for 29-
yearfo',d CYNTHIA-GUAJARDO
SORRELL. Sorrell is the newest of six
wa~dens and one captain assigned to a

Harris County, a highly industrialized

statewide environmental crimes unit.

A year ago last May, a warehouse
owner reported a tenant had fled his
‘buildirg, leaving a toxic mess behind.
“The karrels we found at the site were
just bulging,” Sorrell says. “One was
smokirg. Within 30 minutes at the site,
everyone who was involved ir. the inves-
tigation started developing headaches.
Something I stepped on in there ate the
soles oof my Dr. Martens.”

About five months into her new job,
she learned she was pregnant. Doctors
advised her not to visit testing sites
because of exposure concerns, so she
has shifted her focus to rzsearch on
other officers’ cases for the duration of
her pregnancy. This involvss doublz-
checking and logging evidence, working

on warrants and following paper trails.

“I'm still a game warden at heart,” she
says, laughing as she moves her truck
through Houston traffic. “I see tracks
off the side of the road and I tap the
brakes. My first inclination is to inves-
tigate the trail. Many of the aspects of
this job run counter to many of my
intuitions as a game warden. As a game
warden in the field, you are very hands-
on — you touch, smell, you dig
through. In this job, you don't do any
of that until you know what you are
dealing with. When I come onto a site,
a whiff of a chemical may obliterate my
sense of smell or render me sightless.”

Born and raised in El Paso, Sorrell
graduated from the TPWD game war-
den academy in Austin at 22 and took
her first assignment in Jacksonville.

“I wanted to go to East Texas because
I had heard that it was the best place to
become a good game warden,” she says.
“But I suffered major culture shock, as
there had never been a female officer in
that region before. I had to earn every
inch of respect I got."

Fellow East Texas wardens still talk
about arriving on the scene of a distress
call several years ago just as the slightly
built Sorrell was pulling a 250-pound
man out of Lake Tawakoni. The resus-
citated man would have died without
her immediate aid, they say.

Wardens are required to have four

years of TPWD experience before they
can be eligible for the environmental
crimes unit. Although she had come to
love East Texas and was engaged to a
local police officer, Sorrell had attended
some briefings about the unit and was
very interested. “I actually interviewed
and got this job two weeks before my
wedding,” she says. “My fiancé was very
supportive, and it seemed like a now-
or-never thing. We got back from the
honeymoon, and then I moved.”

Once relocated, Sorrell became
immersed in the study of chemicals.
“My first six months of the job involved
intensive training and specialized edu-
cation programs,” she says. “In many
ways, | still feel like I've just come out of
game warden school again.”

As a game warden in the field, Sorrell
notes, she would start a case, finish it
fairly quickly and go to the next, all part
of the cat-and-mouse game of catching
poachers. But in the Houston unit, the
caseload work may stretch into months
or years. “You don't get the immediate
gratification of catching the bad guy
right away,” she says. “In fact, you may
never see the mouse at all.”
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STEVE STAPLETON

GAME WARDEN,
VAN ZANDT COUNTY

hean STEVE STAPLETON, a
Wtrim. redhezded warden, wa ks

through the criginal Dogtewn
area of Canton'’s flea market grounds in
uniforrs, the greetings from the scar-
tered old-timers gathered here are
tepid. Although dee~ dogs are now ille-
gal, this is where historically th=y have
traded hands, and old traditions die a
long, slow deatk in East Texas. Word
that he is on the grounds spreads quick-
ly.

Most of the Cantcn vendors are rege -
lars. As Stepleton moves into the wrain
grounds, checking nongame tradirz
perm:ts and looking for the illegal iraz -
ing o- endangered, threatened or prz-
tected species or pelts or feathers of th=
same, he edmits that shortly afte- his
uniform wes spotted any vendors offer-
ing ilegal materials probably pullsd
them bazk out of sight.
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“We'll work the grounds undercover if
we hear of any specific ilegal activity
going on,” he says. “Showing the uni-
form down here reminds everyone that
we re on the job, however.”

A short time later, as Stepletcn turns
onto Highway 19, he notices a man
walking to his parked car with the carcass
of an owl in his Fancs. Ore of the wings
of the bird is missing, and :he man is so
engrossed with removing tae other one
that he doesn't notice Stapleton make a
U-turn behind him. The man tosses the
torso of the owl aside and is about to
place the second wing on tke rear floor-
board of his car with the first, when he
locks up to see Stap_eton getting out of
his truck.

Although the cwl was dead when the
Naples man found it — a car had struck
the beautiful, browr -and-white bird —
harvesting its plumage is still illegal

(possession of a protected species, a
Class C misdemeanor that carries a
$500 fine). Stapleton writes the man a
citation, which prompts a heated dis-
cussion between the violator and his
wife as Stapleton pulls away. “I think
that will be a lively ride home,” the war-
den says.

Stapleton, 33, has patrolled the 849
square miles of Van Zandt County for
the past three years. He graduated from
East Texas State University with two
degrees, then earned a degree in
wildlife biology from Colorado State
University, working for the U.S. Forest
Service in Colorado and Arkansas
before being accepted into the Austin
academy.

In the course of a day he might check
out the deer and the paperwork at a
small meat-processing plant. He'll stop
at a shallow spillway at the Tawakoni
dam to make sure no one is taking fish
with illegal methods. At the end of
2002 Stapleton saw little of his wife
and 2-year old son. Working with a fel-
low warden, he led an intense, 17-
hour-long investigation in which five
men were apprehended and three
whole deer, two quartered deer and
one bobcat, several firearms and spot-
lights the
Christmas holidays, Stapleton worked

were seized. During
with a Newton County operation tar-
geting deer dogs.

As dusk approaches, Stapleton makes
his way to a small private lake at the far
end of Van Zandt County. Hiding in

the woods, he soon hears an explosion
of guns banging away at ducks on a roost
hole.

“The law dictates all duck hunting
halts at sunset, but these three guys
started shooting sitting ducks 30 min-
utes after dark,” he says. Stapleton is
waiting for them when they return to
their truck nearby. “We didn't know you
was there,” is all they can say.

After ta]l\'ing to the three, he finds
their aim as bad as their judgment.

“The ducks shouldn’t have stood a
chance,” he says, “but these guys were
pretty bad shots and only got about six or
seven.

“You know,” he continues, shaking his
head, “most of the wardens get into this

job because they love wildlife, but they

end up dealing mostly with people. We
don’t have any wildlife problems; we just
have people problems.” ¥
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MORE THAN 94 PERCENT OF TEXAS' 171 MILLION ACRES
IS PRIVATELY OWNED. BECAUSE OF THE MINUSCULE AMOUNT OF PUBLIC LAND IN TEXAS, MOST HUNTING, FISHING AND OTHER
OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES TAKE PLACE ON PRIVATE LAND. USERS PAY A TRESPASS FEE — USUALLY REFERRED TO AS A LEASE —
FOR THE PRIVILEGE OF ACCESS. PROTECTING THAT PRIVILEGE AND MAINTAINING A GOOD RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LANDOWN:R
TAKES EFFORT. THE FOLLOWING TIPS CAN HELP KEEP YOUR LANDOWNER HAPPY.

ARTICLE AND PHOTOS BY RUSSELL A. GRAVES

GEITING ALONG WITH

NDOVVNERS

HERE ARE 3O WAYS TO MAKE
ANDOWNERS HAPPY AND 6T IIITED BACK

Respect the land as if it were your own.

When you invite people into your home,
you expect them to treat it with respect. Let
that concept be your guide as you tread
upon land that belongs to someone else.

Minnie Bradley owns a sprawling Angus
cattle ranch in the Texas Panhandle that
she season-leases for hunting deer and
quai], “The cattle, peop]e, wildlife and land
are all tied together on my ranch, and I
like people who recognize that relationship
and respect it,” she says.

The golden rule of leasing is not to do
anything on someone else’s property you
wouldn't want done on yours.

Stay on established roads:

Ranchers spend thousands of dollars to
build and maintain roads throughout their
ranches. The reason for roads is twofold: to
give ranchers access to remote parts of their
ranch, and to maintain the integrity of the
pastures they carefully manage.

Royce Siebman, a conservationist for the

Natural Resources Conservation Service in
Childress County, day-leases his land to
hunters from all over the country. Siebman
looks with disdain on people who drive off
his established roads, and he has the pro-
fessional expertise to recognize the impact.
“Grasslands are fragile ecosvstems, and soil
conditions affect how grass grows,” says
Siebman. “I have seen tire tracks made on
a pasture that still exist several years later.”

Ranchers such as Siebman who raise beef

cattle on their land are basically grass farm-
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ers. Their goal is to maintain healthy stands
of forage so that their cattle can eat the grass
and convert it into beef. Ultimately, the
profit they make from their cattle depends
on the health of their grass.

Driving your pickup or all-terrain vehi-
cle off-road can be deadly to grass. During
dry weather, simply driving on grass can
kill vegetation by crushing it beneath the
tires. Soil compaction compounds the
problem. When soil becomes packed hard
from the weight of vehicles, roots can't
penetrate the soil, and rain can’t soak into
the soil. Water that runs off creates erosion.

Traveling off ranch roads in the rain can
have much the same effect. Driving over
muddy pastures tears up the ground. Once
the soil is disturbed, pioneer plants, ones
that are usually unpalatable to cattle, often
take the place of protein-producing forage.

Unless you have a landowner’s explicit
permission, stick to the existing roads.
Otherwise, you may be shown the gate.

- Leave gatesas you find them.

Rotational grazing is the practice of allow-
ing animals to graze on a parcel of land for
a specified length of time while other parcels
are allowed to rest. The premise of rota-
tional grazing is that while one block of land
is being grazed, the other pastures are given
time to recuperate from grazing pressure
and grow new forage. If a ranch is broken
into four parcels and each pasture is grazed
for three months, each pasture gets nine
months in which to recover.

Rotational grazing could explain why
sometimes you go into a pasture and a gate
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is open, and the next time it is closed. The
best rule is, unless you have been given
instructions to the contrary by the landown-

er or manager, leave gates as you find them.

Offer to help out with chores.

Perhaps there is no better way to show a
landowner that you eare about his or her
place than offering to help with chores.
Imagine someone offering to mow your
lawn. Sounds great, doesn't it? Now, maybe
you can appreciate how ranchers may feel
when you offer them a little respite from
their busy schedules.

Perhaps they need help working cattle or
have a shed that needs a fresh coat of paint.
Can you pick up something they need when
you go into town for lunch? The idea is to
be attentive to the needs of the landowner
and offer to help whenever you can.

Most importantly, offer your help free

of charge. Look at it as a way of saying
thanks. Whether you pay for the privilege to

trespass or not is immaterial. The point is
to be a good neighbor. As such, friends are
always wﬂling to help friends.

Give gifts.

I know. You may be thmkmg ‘I pay for

the lease, why should Fgive gifts?”

But consider that at its core, the business
deal made between lessor and lessee is the
basis of a relationship. If you are new to a
place and are just getting to know the own-
ers, a gift is a great way to say that your new
relationship is important to you and you

want to see it continue. An initial business

deal can grow into a friendship in which
you and the landowner have a mutual
interest in the continued productivity of
the land.

Gifts don't have to be extravagant.
Photographs of a deer you took in one of
their pastures or a gift of fresh fish or game
may fit the bill. Cards sent on birthdays,
holidays or anniversaries — occasionally
stuffed with a restaurant gift certificate —
can also go a long way toward telling
landowners that you cherish the privilege
they have provided you.

Make litter your business.

This one is a no-brainer. You know how
unsightly litter is along public roadways. It
looks even worse on private lands. Never,
under any circumstances, litter. And ifyou
find any trash, even if it isn't yours, pick it
up promptly.

Trash is more than empty bottles or
candy wrappers. It includes spent shells,

clipped fishing line and film canisters —
anything you bring onto the place with you.

Minnie Bradley says that someone who
throws cigarette butts in her pastures won't
be invited back. In fire-prone rangelands,
a misplaced cigarette butt can cause untold
economic damage.

Make sure you knowywmr guest
privileges.

When you first secure permission to go
on a ranch, make sure you and the
landowner have a clear understanding on
the matter of guest privileges. Are you



allowed to bring family members or other
guests? Maybe it is OK for you to bird
watch, but what about your sister? Can you
bring her? If so, does she have to stay with
you or can she venture out on her own?

The adage about it being easier to act first
and ask forgiveness later does not apply
here. It is always safer to be a bit of a pest
and ask lots of questions initially instead of
making assumptions about what you are
allowed to do.

A common mistake is bringing a guest
and allowing the person to hunt. Unless the
landowner specifically grants permission,
this is a quick way to lose a lease. Imagine all
the guest scenarios you possibly can and get
answers about them before you start plan-
ning a trip. A landowner’s denial of guest
privileges may not be anything personal.
Instead, she or he may be acting upon the
advice of counsel regarding liability.
Remember, too, that income from leasing
is what enables many ranchers to survive

tough economic times. If they give away too
much, they may not have a place to lease.

aa

Report anythu\g out of the ordmary

This point goes back.,_tgai@mnggﬁ ggxgi
nexghbor If you have a hunt;ng lea.se and

visit it often, changes at}f;;
parts of the ranch ‘more frequently than
the landowner does. Keep an eye on things

like the fences. If you see a strand of fence
wire broken or a post uprooted, tell the
landowner. He will appreciate the heads-
up on averting a potential problem.

Also, be on the watch for trespassers,

ou’ll see some

livestock in trouble, washed-out roads,
water-supply problems or anything else
that doesn’t seem right.

Be sensitive to landowners’ relationships
with their neighbors and report anything
out of the ordinary on adjoining proper-
ties. Siebman says land users need to real-
ize how important neighbors are to each
other in rural Texas.

“Remember the landowner has neigh-
bors and think how you can help that rela-
tionship,” Siebman says.
would be if a deer jumped the property
fence after it was shot and the lessee needs
to go onto the neighbor’s property to get it.
Always call and get permission."

Become the landowner’s partner in pre-
serving the economic and ecological well-
being of the land. By being a part of a
ranch’s management scheme instead of
detracting from it, you will make yourself

“An example

welcome for many years to come.

Play by the ]andowner’sfrﬁules
Although the state gg ts for
M »* Y

game landowré

lower limits, and many do Respect the
landowner’s wildlife management plans. If
a management plan allows only bass over 18
inches to be kept, or bucks with eight points
or more to be shot, abide by the rules.

If you are a photographer or nature
watcher, never put getting a photograph or
a look at an animal over the welfare of the
subject. Harassing wildlife is unethical and

shows lack of respect.

Communicate, communicate,
communicate. _

Communication is probably the most
important concept to grasp when it comes
to getting along with landowners. At the
initial meeting, get any potential issues
such as guest privileges or limits to visita-
tion times on the table so they can be dis-
cussed and resolved in a civil manner.

Once the provisions for your visitation
have been ironed out, make it a point to sit
down often with the landowner and visit as
friends, not as business associates.

“We have a busy ranch, so I like to have
hunters call ahead of time and let me know
when they’]l be there,” says Bradley. “All of
my hunters are great at communicating
when they plan on being out and are always
quick to let me know if they see any prob-
lems on the ranch.”

Effective communication is a two-way

though. Make sure that the

street,

landowner can get in touch with you when

necessary. Make yourself available whenev-
er they want to meet — even if you'd rather
be out taking photos that time of day.
Spend time cultivating your relationships
with landowners and you will become a
partner in the ongoing conservation of wild
resources on private Texas lands. “Honesty
and integrity should be first and foremost
in any landowner/lessee relationship,” says
Siebman. “If someone who uses my land is
honest about what they are doing and has
good communication with me, that is usu-
ally enough to make me want to keep them

around.” %’
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DAVID ALLOWAY TAUGHT PEOPLE HOW TO SURVIVE IN THE DESERT IN HOPES
THAT THE DESERTWOULD SURVIVE THE EFFECTS OF PEOPLE.

B Y. R

DAN ELEPPER

LLEE-US8 TRATFON “BY . PH 'L DS LEEY

One of the first things I noticed about desert survival expert David Alloway

was the Similarity between his preferred environment, the desert, and his sense of humor. Both were very,

very dry. It was just one of the many attributes he possessed that will be missed here in far West Texas, where
Alloway, a T0-year veteran of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, died suddenly in early March.

Having first met Alloway just five years ago during one of his Basic
Desert Survival workshops, I had anticipated a long and lazy amistad
with a fellow Texas writer. Alloway fit into the desert as readily and
comfortably as the desert seemed to embrace his attentions, and |
felt at once a kinship in his affinity for exploring the secrets of the
natural world. After our introduction, I signed up to take part in
one of his advanced survival workshops. At that time Alloway wrote
the phrase, “From one author to another, both desert lovers” inside
the pages of my copy of his new book, Desert Survival Skills. The first part
of the phrase had just become a fresh reality for each of us, but the
second seemed to have always been true.

Alloway, a writer, cowboy, father and friend, made his home and
his career from the Chihuahuan Desert in West Texas and never
ceased to find the humor in the challenges of harsh desert life. His
company, David Alloway’s Skills of Survival, specialized in the art of
desert survival. Its motto, Dum uita est, spesest, translates into English
as “Where there is life there is hope.” Alloway was fond of his infor-
mal and more inspiring translation, “It ain't over 'til you're buzzard
chow.”

His dry wit shines in his book. Alloway wrote this about a con-
versation taking place on a typical 85-degree West Texas day:
“Visitor, mopping brow: “‘Whew! What do youse think the temper-
ature is?’ Me: ‘I dunno. I don't pay attention to these cold snaps.
They never last.™

Regarding the proper clothing to be worn in the desert, Alloway
was amused that “.. .many people are amazed at me wearing long
pants on days at 115° F. T am amazed someone would wear shorts out
in the direct sun, surrounded by thorny vegetation.... I am a big
believer in long, loose-fitting pants. I think blood on top of a sun-
burn is so déclassé.” My favorite, however, is the short and sweet
“.. let’s talk candidly about underwear. To wear, or not to wear, that
is the question.”

Alloway's humor and antics occasionally scaled the heights of
West Texas mythology. He is rumored to have ridden a horse into
the old Lajitas Bar and, once he had thoroughly startled the bar
patrons, proceeded on horseback up the bar staircase and onto the
balcony. But every once in a while Alloway ended up receiving the
punch line rather than delivering it. His friend and fellow TPWD
ranger David Long tells of Alloway in the early days.

“When David was going to school at Sul Ross [State University],
studying biology and learning about resource protection and desert
ecology,” Long says, “he and a buddy of his took a couple of girl-
friends down to Big Bend National Park. It had been a really great
year for wildflowers, so the bluebonnets were everywhere. He and
his buddy decided to pull over and pick some bluebonnets for the
girls. They were down among the wildflowers picking away when a
park ranger pulled up. While Alloway and his friend listened to a
stern lecture on the value of natural resources and the rules for leav-
ing plants and animals undisturbed, his girlfriend snapped a pic-
ture of the confrontation. The next week the photograph was
pinned up on the Sul Ross bulletin board without any explanation.
The photo showed Alloway down on one knee offering up a bou-
quet of bluebonnets to a park ranger.”

Mischief and good humor aside, Alloway was a levelheaded
thinker and a realist who tackled the vagaries of life — whether in
desert extremes or the pedestrian day-to-day — on their own terms
with an informed mind and a steady sensibility. But he was also a
deeply religious man. In addition to his regular attendance in area
church services and his membership in the St. James Episcopal
Church in Alpine, Alloway was an Episcopal lay minister. His friend
and fellow Big Bend writer, Sam Richardson, recalls the two sides of
Alloway that made him such a great West Texas personality.

“David had agreed to marry a couple who had come to the Big

Bend and wanted the marriage ceremony to take place outside,”
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Richardson recounts. “David comes out in his full Episcopal robe,
marries the couple and then plays them a wedding song on a flute
he had hand- carved and decorated with feathers and beads. At the
end of the ceremony he made a gift of the flute to the newlyweds.
An hour later he was wearing cowboy boots and a hat, drinkin’
beer at the Lajitas Bar and talkin’ cowboy talk.” It was this odd
blend of rough-necked cowpoke and theologian that gave Alloway’s
character a special light and allowed him to cast a warm radiance
across the lives of so many West Texans. It is a light that will surely
be missed by both the people and the landscape that he loved.

Alloway leaves behind family and many friends as well as a full
array of accomplishments. He began his career in West Texas more
than 15 years ago as a wrangler, guiding horseback trips for a tour-
ing company owned by rancher Cathey Carter and her late hus-
band.

“David was great with people and he knew a lot about this coun-
try,” Cathey Carter recalls. “He became like one of our kids, a real
lovable person who fit right into the family. David was funny and
smart and very well read. He always wanted to be a cowboy.”

Alloway worked with the Carters for five years and then landed a
job as an interpretive ranger with TPWD at Big Bend Ranch State
Park, where he spent the next 10 years honing his skills as a desert
outdoorsman and survivalist. His expertise led him to create his own
company, specializing in desert survival instruction for a broad
array of students including the U.S. Air Force and Customs Service
pilots, National Park Service personnel and Mexican and Australian
park rangers. He became the first non-Australian to complete the
200-kilometer Pilbara Trek in Western Australia, considered to be
the toughest civilian survival course in the world. Alloway wrote
many articles on desert survival, and his company has been featured
in such magazines as Outside, Texas Monthly, Men’ Journal and Maxim, as
well as the April 2003 issue of Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine. He guest
starred in episode three of the television hit Worst Case Scenario, illus-
trating survival and rescue techniques for someone whose car breaks
down in the middle of the desert. But it wasn't the accolades that
drove Alloway to devote his life to teaching people how to survive in
the desert. It was, instead, the passion he felt about helping the

i

“| HOPE YOU'COMETD -

desert to survive humankind.

“Thope you come to the desert and find all the special things that
have made it such a big part of my life,” Alloway wrote. “Not all peo-
ple view the desert as a providing and fragile ecosystem. Desert
rivers are pumped dry and the water replaced with sewage. Some
consider it a place for low-level nuclear waste, which they tell us is
safe... Others see it as a place no one cares for or owns. .. The desert
is not inhospitable, but it does require special survival strategies.
The desert also requires some special care for it and its inhabitants
to survive... We need to protect the desert through considerate
use, economic alternates and using our vote. For those who see what
the desert truly is, its use as a dumping ground is not only unwar-
ranted, but an attack on the very environment that nurtured
humankind in its infancy... We need not fear the desert. We should
fear for it.”

As I struggled to write this tribute, an assignment I took on will-
ingly only to discover the difficulties of facing a loss while trying to
focus on a life, I sifted through my file of correspondence with
Alloway looking for direction, There were e-mails in which we dis-
cussed our plans for an article [ wrote for this magazine, messages
about new ideas for other articles and ways we could work togeth-
er, certificates he mailed, note cards he sent and copies of his
newsletter, The Buzzard Cheater. During my search I came upon a short
paragraph he wrote in one of his newsletters describing his return
to the desert of Australia, one of his favorite places on earth:

“The Pilbara is an ancient, magical place. The dawn chorus of
birds, the aboriginal rock art, and the wild solitude call me back. I
love the brick-red color of the land, the silhouettes of tangled trees
against the sunset, the eerie glow of ghost gums in the moonlight,
the howl of dingoes, and the sapphire waters of the Indian Ocean.
It was a homecoming for me.”

As I read the description, I was struck by the imagery of the pas-
sage and the tenderness with which Alloway revealed his feelings for
this place, a place in many ways so much like his Chihuahuan
Desert. It was as if he spoke of a love for all desert places, a devo-

tion born from his own desert home where his spirit, without a
doubt, prevails. 7




Game Warden Joe says: .

“When it gets as hot as a billy
goat in a pepper patch, there’s
only one way to cool off,
and that’s to be out on
the water! And Texas
Game Wardens will

be there too, looking

to catch you following
these safety tips...

“When operating psrsonal
watercraft, always stay at lea,st
50 feet from other boats and
people. Just think of the other
watercraft like rattlesnakes: fun
to look at, but you don’t Want to
get too close"’

“They czll them life
jackets fcr a reason.
Ycu can't float
without cne.

Your life
deper.ds

on it!”

“‘Three sheets to the
wind’ is NCT a nautical
fun on the
water means
staying sober
so you. can safely
drive the boat!”

“When we catch ybu doing

something right, instead of
a citation, we’l_l‘ig'ive you
some cool stuff, like floating

key chains, bumper stickers
or t-shirts. So play it safe

this summer!”

www.tpwd.state.tx.uSIboat

TEXAS

PARKS &
WILDLIFE

Don't Be A Pain In The Boat.

¥

TEXAS PARKS & W LDLIFE * 47



L Chty Lyl et




GOING DIGI Ea.

A professional photographer explains why he made tke shift from film.

ABRTICLE AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY MICHAEL FURTMAN

TEXAS PAR



.. _paper came almost

ldn’t

$was captured in glorious
gspires of pine. In anoth-

: 2 ve big bluestem shone
sharply. Page ;_i . the ieages matehed not only what was in
my photographer’s mind, “u: matched, and even exceeded, the
detail, saturation and clarity of the film images sharing the pages.

I was stunned, rot just bzzause they looked so good, but also
because these images =ad been taken with a consumer-level,
point-and-shoot cigital camera that some experts said produced
images far infericr to those on filir.

[ fell in love with digital photography, but as good as those
images were, [ knew tha: point-anc-shoot cameras limit creativ-
ity. If only, I thought, camera manufacturers would come out
with a digital single-lens reslex (SLR) camera with interchange-
able lenses, then many ser:ous phatographers would make the
switch. But that seemec :mpossibly far in the future.

Boy, was I wrong. Tke future is here, and for many of us, its
digital.

Photography, more than meny tecanologies, has gone relative-
ly unchanged dur:ng the past centurv. Sure, there have been great
advances in cameras and lensss and improvements in film. But
the basic process for creatng imzges hadn't changed. Film is
made of a thin, light-seasitive emulsion containing silver
halides, all coatirg a flexikle zcetate base. When a silver halide
crystal is struck by a photor. o light, a tiny speck of solid silver is
formed. A scene’s dark areas prodace few of these silver specks
and light areas produce mare resulting in a latent image that,
when doused in a chemizal bath, becomes the photographic neg-
ative familiar to us all.

With the advent of c:zital thotcgraphy, the very core of the
process changed. Thouga cig:tal cameras look and handle much
like film cameras, the simi]arit}' ends there. nght, now falling on
an electronic sensor that sizs where film formerly resided, is
transformed into = set of numbers that are assigned an average
tone, and these toral areas are called picture elements, or pixels.
This information is storsd in the camera and later downloaded
to a viewing device, generally a computer. At this point, the image
can be treated much as we'c treat a film negative: it can be print-
ed, cropped, enhanced anc so on.

But just as most phozogrepaers really don't know or care just
how film’s chemicel reacticas work, most probably won't give a
hoot how digital czmeras work. Judgments will be based on the
quality of the photographs.

“People think thzt digizal phaotography is just now approaching
the quality of film,” says M ontana-based professional nature
photographer Daniel . Cox, ‘but the truth is, it has been the
equal of 35mm for some time now.”

Cox, a National Gesgrapni- ccnzmibutor who has won internation-
al recognition for his animal portraits, is one of the many recent
converts among professional paotographers. Other nature pho-
tographers cling to their film cameras like a capsize victim clutch-
es a flotation devize. The debae within the industry hasn't gone
unnoticed by serious amateu- photographers.
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he ﬁrst time I saw my digital images printed on

ree years ago, when I was exam-

e proofs for a gift book. As I paged through,
elp but notice that in almost every case, the

aphs | had shot with a digital camera repro-
better than those I had shot on film.

“1 just got back from a polar bear shoot,” says Cox. “Back at the
lodge, when downloading my digital images to my laptop, I could
barely get any work done because the amateur photographers
were so interested in seeing the quality of digital images.”

TIME TO MAKE THE SWITCH?

It seems that either you are in love with digital photography, or
you are in love with film and are reluctant to make the switch.

I can relate to that. But my first experience with digital photog-
raphy, using a Nikon 880 point-and-shoot camera, led to my
conversion. Though “just” a 3.4-megapixel camera, the photos
shot at its highest resolution were spectacular.

The key to sharpness is in the number of pixels. The greater the
number of pixels, the more information stored, and at a finer
level. Digital cameras that have 5 million pixels or more (a mil-
lion pixels is called a "megapixe]") are the current state of the art.
Think of low-pixel cameras as the equivalent of the old 110 for-
mat film — small and suitable only for small prints. Five-plus
megapixel cameras are the counterparts of 35mm film. And with
the advent of a few extremely expensive 12-megapixel cameras,
digital enthusiasts now even have the equivalent of medium-for-
mat film cameras.

While five-megapixel cameras have been around a few years,
they were essentially glorified point-and-shoot cameras, leaving
much to be desired. What has pushed professional and serious
amateur photographers into the digital realm has been the arrival
in the last year of affordable SLR digital cameras.

“Most point-and-shoot cameras are very frustrating due to a
lengthy lag between the time the shutter button is pressed and
when the camera actually takes the photo,” says Cox. “If you are
just interested in still photos, such as wildflowers or landscapes,
a point-and-shoot may be sufficient. But for moving subjects, a
digital SLR is the only way to go.”

While Sigma, Kodak and Fuji all have introduced digital SLRs,
the real competition seems to be between perennial rivals Canon
and Nikon. Both offer digital SLRs in the six-megapixel range
that cost approximately $1,500. They also accept the full range of
lenses that Canon or Nikon 35mm film camera owners already
possess. At the time of this writing, the two were in a price war,
with Canon introducing its EOS 10D and dropping the price
$700 from the cost of its immediate predecessor, the D6o.
Nikon followed suit and dropped the price of its D100. This
competition bodes well for consumers.

These six-megapixel SLRs deliver photos that have a native
print size of about 17 inches by 12 inches, or 3,072 pixels by
2,048 pixels. This is generally far larger than most amateurs will
ever print, and even large enough for the professionals, since a
photo of that size would easily cover a two-page spread in this
magazine.

Consumers familiar with print size may be confounded by the
common unit of measurement in digital photography: pixels per
inch. Think of pixels as the grain of film. Traditional photo-
graphic prints are nothing more than ink dots on paper, and the
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Quick Loak at Digital Advantages
* Huge savings in film and processing.
» Instant fzedback on exposure, focus, etc.
» More frames per storage card than a roll of film.
» Edit photos immediately in camera or on com-
puter. No printing costs of unwanted images.
» Most new digital SLRs have additional magpuifi-

cation of asout 15, giving increased telephoto
rarge to lenses.

AUGUST 2003

* Airline travel/security cencerrs a‘e eliminated
since flash cards and micro drives are not affected
by security X-rays.

* No need to turn over ycur precious memories te
a one-hour lab for possible dastruction or loss.

* Ability to change “film " ISC on each image.

* Photographic experimentation anc learning are
enhanced because of immediate feedaack anc the
low cost of shooting as many images as you'd like.

Sharing Your Digital Photos

You can share your digital photos the traditional
way — as Jrints — but you have several options

First, you can take your cigital images to a photo
laa for printing. D2pending upon the quality of yeur
hcme printer, this may yield the best results. But dig-
itel images cam also be arinted on irexpensive
hame inlqet printers with amazing resulis.

Here are somz Zips for making the best prints:



photos you see in this magazine are printed at about 300 dots per
inch. Digital images follow similar rules. Measured in pixels per
inch instead of dots per inch, an image produced by a low-pixel
digital camera will blur quickly if enlarged beyond snapshot size.
Because high-pixel digital photos have a large number of pixels
per inch, they can be cropped and enlarged significantly before
the individual pixels begin to distort the image.

BuUT CAN IT HANDLE ACTION?

Last year, as duck season began and my first digital SLR — a
Canon D60 —arrived, I decided to take a risk. I put away my film
bodies and began shooting nothing but digital images. Shooting
photos of retrievers and later, of a group of ducks wintering near
my home, gave me a chance to really test this new photographic
format.

One of the more common criticisms of digital photography is
that the write time — the time it takes the camera’s computer to
store the digital image — is too slow for action photography. Yet I
was well aware that sports photographers whose work appears in
daily papers and magazines had made the switch to digital long
ago. There seemed no reason I couldn't capture a mallard drake
on the wing as easily as someone else could grab a Michael Jordan
jump shot.

And I did. Although the D60 isn't noted for its speed, it does
shoot at three frames per second in bursts of up to eight shots
before the camera momentarily pauses to write to memory. As
you'll note by the accompanying photos, that was fast enough to
put a mid-air stop to ducks. In addition, I found that T actually
obtained more good action shots than [ ever did in 20 years of
shooting film simply because I could shoot for free. No more
film costs!

That's because digital cameras store their images to a removable
memory card. The cards are relatively inexpensive and can be
reused an almost unlimited number of times. Freed from the
expense of film and processing, I found myself taking photo-
graphic risks that I'd never dreamed of before.

Beyond that, I found that digital SLRs have another significant
advantage over their film counterparts: immediate feedback. All
digital cameras have a small, ]iquid~crystal display monitor on
their backs. Photographers instantly know, by reviewing their
photos on site, whether exposure and focus were correct. This
feedback is an invaluable tool for improving your photography,
allowing you to adjust settings to correct problems instantly.

The second criticism of digital images is that they still don't
produce an image as “fine” as 35mm film — that the images can't
be cropped and enlarged. But with a six-megapixel camera, I
argue that this simply isn't true. You be the judge.

Accompanying this article are images of a mallard and a black
Lab shown at a normal aspect ratio and an enlarged, cropped ver-
sion. Note the detail in the duck’s eye and the ice crystals on the
dog’s whiskers. I think you'll agree that the amount of fine detail

these new cameras can record is amazing.

THE DOWNSIDE?

If there are downsides to digital imaging, they are few. The
first, some would argue, is the expense of the camera. As men-
tioned earlier, digital SLRs run about $1,500.

Although that’s a lot of cash, consider that you'll never again
have to buy film. A serious photographer on a weekend outing,
shooting Texas landscapes, wildflowers or wildlife can burn up a
lot of film. With color transparency film running about $8 per
roll, and processing at least another $4, a 10-roll weekend out-
ing would run a minimum of $120. It’s clear that it wouldn't take
long before a serious photographer would recoup the investment
in a new digital camera.

“The amount of money I save is massive,” says Cox. “No more
shooting dozens of images as in-camera dupes to send to my
agents. No more money spent on high-quality duplicates of one-
and-only originals that I don’t want to risk in the mail. No more
worrying about the lab screwing up your great shots. And no
more huge piles of plastic and cardboard waste from the individ-
ual packaging of film cassettes.”

The second possible downside, Cox points out, is that becom-
ing a digital photographer does mean having a modicum of com-
puter skills and, of course, a computer. A computer becomes
your digital darkroom and also your photo album. However,
since a computer is already found in most homes today, it is like-
ly that anyone making the switch to digital already has the needed
equipment, and most cameras come bundled with necessary soft-
ware.

LEARNING MORE

It is a given that between the time I write this and when you read
it, new advances in digital photography will take place. Because
making the switch to digital involves some serious money, con-
sumers should do some research before plunging in. Much good
information can be found on the Internet (see sidebar).

Once you own a digital camera, you'll enjoy learning how to
shoot a bit differently. After all, the “film” is free. Burn and
learn!

"Digital photography has eliminated the absolute need to be so
technically adept with a camera,” says Cox. “When shooting with
slide film, it was always very important to keep an eye on your expo-
sure meter within the camera. It’s still necessary to pay attention,
but even a fairly major change in lighting is not as much of a prob-
lem. Digital also gives you the ability to quickly change ‘film’ ISO
when necessary — shoot in bright daylight at ISO 200 one frame
and 1,600 on the next when the clouds roll in.”

So is this the end of film? Hardly. There will always be those in
love with acetate photography. Should you switch? Only you can
decide that. I'm sold. So are Cox and a growing number of his
peers.

I can tell you this — if you've held off making the switch because
you believed digital image quality was substandard, now is the
time to take a second look.

Digital photography has come of age. *

Start with a good photo. You can’t blame your
printer when your source image is poor.

Use a good printer. You'll want a printer with at
least four colors and 600-dpi resolution.

Use the right paper. Different papers produce dif-
ferent results because they react differently with
inks. Generally, you'll get the best results if you use
paper specifically designed for your printer. Buy
small quantities of paper until you find the right one.

For More Infor

Some sites you shou

Use your printer correctly. Use the most current
version of the printer driver, then set the printer's
preferences to the highest quality. Set resolution
output to 300 dpi for top-quality photos. Set the print-
er’s paper settings correctly, e.g., "Photo Paper.”

You can also share your photos via e-mail. Be
sure to reduce the image size when sending via e-
mail, in consideration of the time your friends will
spend downloading your image file.




The Palo Duro trail run tests racers’ resistance

to pain and their desire for euphoria.
Article by Brandon Weaver, photos by Russell A. Graves
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As the racers congregate toward the
starting line, a man in a kilt plays a haunt-
ing rendition of "Amazing Grace” on
bagpipes. An amplified voice booms
from the darkness. “Racers line up!”
We're only minutes from its 7 a.m. start
time,

When signing up for this event, run-
a20-
kilometer (12.5 miles) fun run/walk, a
50-kilometer (31-mile) run, or the big
daddy, a 50-miler. Like most of the rac-

ners choose from three distances:

ers lined up this morning, I'm running
the 50k, which is about five miles longer
than a traditional marathon.

II‘I tl]e 'Llltl"d ]'nﬂ]'atl‘lor). (331\" 'l"ur”]ing
race longer than 26.2 miles), youth is
considered a hindrance. It takes of

training for the human body to run long
distances efficiently. At 30, I need a few
years and many more miles before I hit
my peak. In the 50k race the average age
is in the mid-40s. The average age in
the 50-mile race is 4.

Most of us are refugees from the
mind-numbing urban marathon. Mile
after mile of pounding the pavement
through cities is hard on the knees,
joints and, more importantl\n the brain.
Ultra take

exclusively on trails in wilderness areas.

marathons ace almost
Once a runner has experienced the rap-
ture of striding along a dirt trail and
consuming the nuances of the back-
eath,

marathon has little appeal. Ru

country with each a normal

through nature heightens the senses to
the point that you assimilate into the

SCener

After this race, a part of Palo Duro

instead of just observing it.

Canyon will have entered my soul.

As I line up for the start, I'm a little
anxious. Long-distance running hasn't
been good to me. While training for my
first marathon in 1998, I encountered
the bane of long-distance runners: ili-
otibial band syndrome. The I'T band is a
ligament that runs down tl

the leg from the hip to the shin. It's most

outside of

vulnerable at its narrowest point along
hen the IT
band flares up, it feels like someone

the outside of the knee.

injected hot glue into your knee. I've
taken three years off from running dis-
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b
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tances longer than 20 miles to let the
injury fully heal, so I'm hoping it won't
be a problem.

When the command to start is given,
hundreds of tiny beeps erupt as the rac-
ers start their watches. We stampede
from the grassy area of the starting line
to the park road, then take a sharp right
onto the Paseo Del Rio trail, where we're
engulfed by the dense cover of mesquite
trees and darkness.

We sort ourselves out into single file.
The etiquette of trail racing is civilized.
“If you need to get around me, just let
me know and I'll move over,” says the
man running in front of me. That’s the
last thing I want. The trail is little more

THAT YOU
ASSIMILATE

I OF ST

0BSE

|

than a winding black shadow. I'm not
carrying a light, and the sun will be
below the horizon for another hour.
“No that's OK. I'm using your light,” I
answer. Immediately behind me, anoth-
er runner is bounding along the trail,
carrying a small flashlight. Between the
two light sources, the trail is well illumi-
nated. I reluctantly make the same offer
to move over for him.

I will get to know him later in the
morning, but right now he is too preoc-
cupied to worry about passing me. He's
annoyed about Starting the race in the
dark. The thought of stepping in a mud
puddle and spending the next six hours
with a wet shoe is all he can think about.

He declines my offer.

After about a mile, the trail spits us
onto the park road. When we hit the
pavement, everyone's pace quickens. We
run across the park road’s second water
crossing. The water is sloshing in the
culverts below and laps at the edge of the
concrete, threatening to engulf the
road’s surface, but our shoes stay dry.
The group heads into the Lighthouse
trailhead parking lot and splits at the Two
Moons Aid Station. The 50-milers go
left. They're doing four laps of the 12.5-
mile loop. I go right with the other 50k
runners. We're cutting the first loop in
half and running six miles. After that,
we'll complete two full 12.5-mile loops.




The split thins the group, and I find
myself running through the darkness
behind only one other person. We're

two strangers bound together by an 11-
minute mile pace. “My name’s Matt,” he
says, just barely turning his head.

Matt Crownover and I spend the next
several minutes casually jogging and get-
ting to know one another. Crownover, a
30-year-old chaplain at Parkland
Hospital in Dallas, had been camped
directly across the park road from the
start/finish line at the Hackberry
Campgrounds. He was still at his camp-
site, leisurely enjoying the early morn-
ing, when he realized he was about to
miss the race. He grabbed his gear and

rushed to the starting line just as we said
amen to the morning prayer.

As we slow to walk up a long hill, we
hear a voice with a British accent behind
us. Sarah Brown, 33, is hustling, so we
move over to let her by. Originally from
England, the Fort Worth resident tends
to start out too fast. She's looking for a
group to help her maintain a steady pace
for the first loop. She informally joins
forces with us. While all three of us have
extensive racing back-
grounds, we discover this is our first
ultra marathon. We spend the next hour
running in the twilight and chatting
about everything from the metric system
to the majestic scenery.

endurance

Watching the sun rise while running
through the backcountry of Palo Duro
Canyon is a rapturous experience. The
sunlight filters over the canyon wall and
stirs the sleeping terrain. The gentle
knolls and grand mesas slowly rise from
the curtain of night and begin their day.
I want to live in this moment forever,
but I know this euphoria is fleeting. At
some point as the race progresses, this
sensation will be nothing more than a
taunting memory.

At the end of the first loop, Matt
drops off to shed his jacket and flash-
light. I stop briefly at the Two Moons
Aid Station before I begin my first long
loop. The aid station is stocked with
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energy-sustaining foods: boiled red
potatoes, dishes of salt, fig bars, M&Ms,
peanut butter-and-jelly sandwiches,
chips and Coke, water and Gatorade.
Most racers wear a utility belt with a
water bottle and pockets for food. I fill
half of my bottle with water and the rest
with Coke (human rocket fuel) and head
out. Sarah drops back at the aid station,
so I'm running solo.

A couple of miles into the second
loop, a new running partner appears.
Christian Poppeliers, 33, is sporting a
tie-died shirt and nursing a nasty cold.
Back home in Houston he’d been fight-
ing a 102-degree fever all week. When
he arrived in Amarillo on Friday, he'd
convinced himself he was over it. Now at
nine miles into the race, he realizes he's
made a grave mistake.

It's been drizzling off and on for the
last couple of hours. Slowly the weather

THE AID STATION
IS STOCKED
WITH ENERGY-
SUSTAINING
Q00S: BOILED
RED POT

GBARS, <
PEANUT BUTTER

GATORADE
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breaks and a rainbow forms in the
canyon from rim to rim. Red Spicer, the
race director, takes a moment from his
duties to enjoy the beautiful weather.
He's been organizing this event for 18
years, and he’s seen just how brutal the
weather can be. One notable year the
race-day temperature was 17 degrees. To
keep the beverages at the aid stations
from freezing, workers stashed them in
their heated cars.

Accompanied by Christian’s wheezing,
we knock out our second loop together
without drama. At the last mile,
Christian begins to fall back, and I
assume he's dropping out. I begin my
last loop for the day and check my watch.
I'm a little over 3%, hours into the race.
Things look good. Suddenly, I hear a
familiar voice call my name. It's Matt
Crownover and he’s clicking along at a
brisk pace. He passes me and disappears

around the corner. He ultimately fin-
ishes at five hours and 45 minutes, for a
ninth-place finish.

At mile 20, I feel the first tinges in my
IT band. I try to put it out of my mind
and slow down, hoping it's just normal
From behind 1 hear
Christian’s now-familiar heavy breaths.

knee pain.

I'm amazed he’s still going. He eases past
me and is gone. Once again, I'm alone.
The onslaught of pain is slow and steady,
traveling from my shin up into my lower
back. With each mile that creeps by, my
knee grows stiffer. Just before mile 25, I
catch Christian again, and he’s in really
bad shape. When I see his face, I know
he's done. At the next aid station, he
pulls out. Later that night in his hotel
room he vomits blood, and his cold
develops into a full respiratory infection.
It takes him a month to fully recover.

I walk the next six miles completely




alone. The temperature has dropped,
and the wind is cutting through the
canyon. My whole body hurts and the
cold weather amplifies my suffering. 1
check my watch. I've been at this for
more than five hours. This morning’s
euphoria is long gone. I hate this stupid
canyon. | hate running. And all I want
to do is get in a car, sit down, and leave
this infernal place.

At around mile 28 my self-pity is
interrupted. It's Sarah. She passes by,
“Heylt®

Periodically her image pops up on the

giving me a breathless,
trail ahead of me. She finishes in six
hours and 20 minutes and takes fourth
place in the women’s division.

The last 17, miles is the longest of my
life. Normally an IT band injury hurts
only when you run. The problem is I've
been walking on it for IT miles and it

. The

hurts every moment I'm standir

trail seems to sense this and taunts me,
c]imbing and careening along the edge
of the canyon wall, torturing me with

each change in elevation. The trail

winds its way through a field of hoodoos,
circular pedestals of gray rock, and I
encounter a woman sitting atop a large
one. “Everybody that’s been through
here looks pretty bad,” she says with a
pleasant smile. “Just hang in there.
You're almost done.”

The finish line stretch is guarded by 11
rock steps descending 30 feet down a
nearly vertical hill. The steps average
about 12 inches in height. My right knee
refuses to bend, and my left is protesting
loudly, but through bursts of pain I
scramble down the ledges and lurch the
final 50 yards across the line with a time
of six hours and 41 minutes. ['m done.
No epiphanies. I just want to go home.

A month later, I return to Palo Duro

& |

{

with my mountain bike to ride the
zourse. It's Friday morning in mic-
November and the park is virtually
=mpty. | start out on the Paseo Del R:o
trail. Memories of the race morning fill
my head and I realize just how much I
loved running here. I want that euphor-
ic feeling from the race’s first hour bacx.
[ want that to be my lasting impression
from the race, but it’s not. I decide then
and there to come back and claim that

zlory, to finish this race on my own

€rms. Tk"

Race Information
Web site:
<www.palodurocanyon.com/race.php>
Race Director: Red Spicer (806)
353-3847
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LEGEND, LORE & Lega 9)

DAN LAY

One of Texas' first professional wildlife biologists, Lay was an ardent
guardian of Texas' natural resources. // BY MARY-LOVE BIGONY

cologist and writer Dan Lay led a life filled with firsts. He was in the first Texas class to earn a grad-
uate degree in wildlife management and was one of the state’s first professional wildlife biolo-
gists. He was responsible for acquiring Texas' first wildlife management area and led the state’s
first nongame conservation program For 40 years Lay worked for the Game, Fish and Oyster

Commission — now the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department — helping it evolve
from an agency primarily concerned with
law enforcement to the multifaceted agency
it is today. Even after his retirement in 1979,
Lay, who died last year at age 88, continued
to be a tireless advocate for conservation and
the outdoors. The hundreds of people
whose lives he touched remember him as
the consummate gentleman, a naturalist and
ecologist without equal.

Born in 1914 in Beaumont, Lay grew up
watching the daily flights of thousands of
blackbirds coming in to roost in cane
marshes along the Neches River. The Lay
family lived in town, and young Dan envied
his classmates who lived in houseboats and
rowed skiffs across the Neches to get to
school. He graduated from high school in
1932, during the Great Depression. His
father, a pharmacist, encouraged him to go
to college, and he headed for Texas A&M
University to major in agriculture. In 1936
he met pioneering wildlife biologist Walter
P. Taylor. This encounter would change the
course of his life.

Taylor had come to Texas A&M to estab-
lish one of the first Cooperative Wildlife
Research Units in the nation, a program
created by the U.S. Biological Survey to pro-
mote a graduate curriculum in wildlife
research and game management. Lay was
there when Taylor arrived on campus.

“I helped him unload,” Lay recalled in
1991, “and started looking at all the camp-
ing gear he had. He had a fly rod, a beauti-
ful one, and I thought, ‘Boy, that's for me!’
Since then I've talked to students who want-
ed to go into this work and I've told them
they won't be spending all their time hunt-




ing and fishing. But there [ was, trapped by
the image of that beautiful fly rod. I learned
later that Walter P. rarely ever used it.”

After receiving his bachelor’s degree in
agriculture in 1936, Lay stayed at Texas A&M
to study under Tay]or, earning his master’s
degree in wildlife research and game man-
agement in 1938. Later that year he became
one of the first professional wildlife biolo-
gists at the Game, Fish and Oyster
Commission.

One of Lay's early assignments involved
the first Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration
Project, W-1-R. He was stationed in
Beaumont and served as the regional game
manager for 20 Southeast Texas counties.

“Dan began investigating the countryside,”
says longtime friend Carl Frentress, a TPWD
biologist in Athens, of Lay’s early years in
East Texas. “He looked at what was out there,
what the ecological foundations were, know-
ing that we needed this baseline to under-
stand; knowing that things were going to
change. He always took field notes and made
records. He had his eye on all the subtleties
and minor components that are part of the
whole milieu of the forest. And when they
began to come apart, he knew it, even if it
still looked like a forest.”

Over the course of their friendship,
Frentress went on dozens of outings with
Lay. “Dan was a naturalist,” says Frentress.
“That really burned in him. He had to be
outside. When he was hunting and fishing it
was as intense as when he was working. It
was a most pleasurable experience to go with
him. When you went with Dan, you were in
the outdoors, totally immersed, and when
you came back you spent the rest of the after-
noon talking about what you'd seen.”

Lay stayed in East Texas until World War II
broke out, then was transferred to the
agency’s Austin headquarters. “Dan was deaf
in his right ear, so he didn’t have to serve in
the war,” says Frentress. “He became sort of
like a senior advisor to [executive director]
Will Tucker. He didn't have a title. He was
just told to go do things.”

One thing Lay did while in Austin was
secure acquisition of Texas' first wildlife
management area, Sierra Diablo near Van
Horn, in 1945. TPWD biologist Danny
Swepston of Canyon, one of Lay’s young
protegees in the early 1970s, recalls Lay
telling him about it years later: “During the
hearings at the State Capitol, Dan developed
a severe pain in his side,” says Swepston.
“But he was afraid that if he left, the vote
would not go through. He knew we needed
that land if we were going to save what was left
of the native bighorn herd out there. Shortly
after the final vote, Dan was admitted to the
hospital with a ruptured appendix.”

‘When the war ended, Lay returned to East

Texas. “Dan loved East Texas,” says retired
biologist Bill Sheffield of College Station, a
friend of 45 years. “He was a field biologist,
and that's really all he wanted to be.”
Sheffield says he once heard that when Lay
was wor]dng in Austin, he used his authori-
ty to create a field bioclogist position in Fast
Texas and then put himself in it. “I asked
him if that was true,” says Sheffield. “Dan
kind of grinned and said, ‘Pretty much.”™

In the 1960s, Lay was involved in the
department’s first nongame project in Texas.
Its focus was an 8-inch-long resident of the
East Texas forests, the red-cockaded wood-
pecker. Unlike most woodpeckers, which
drill their cavities in dead trees, the red-
cockaded needs living pine trees. But not
just any tree. To have enough heartwood for
a cavity, it must be old — usually 75 years or
more. The logging boom that began in the
1870s eliminated many of these big, old
trees. Modern silviculture compounded the
problem. To increase profits, trees were har-
vested after 25 to 30 years.

Adding to the predicament is the fact that
this woodpecker requires open, parklike
habitat, which historically was maintained b}f
fires. Suppression of wildfires created a con-
dition biologists call “hardwood midstory

THE HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE
WHOSE LIVES DAN LAY
TOUCHED REMEMBER HIM
AS THE CONSUMMATE
GENTLEMAN, A NATURALIST
AND ECOLOGIST
WITHOUT EQUAL.

encroachment,” which further degrades the
woodpecker’s habitat by making it harder for
them to get to their cavities.

Based on Lay’s research, the Bureau of
Sport Fisheries and Wildlife (later the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service) declared the red-
cockaded woodpecker an endangered species
in 1970. Lay spent the next two decades at
odds with various timber-management
agencies — the U.S. Forest Service, National
Forests in Texas and private timber compa-
nies — regarding habitat protection. On
Oct. 11, 1989, he wrote to Arthur Temple,
Jr. of Temple-Inland: “Recently you told
me you did not like the red-cockaded wood-
pecker business and that you doubted there
was an emergency. I don't like it either.
There is an emergency and Forest Service
records show it. The birds are headed for
oblivion and it may be too late already.”

“Dan was truly an ecologist,” says TPWD
Executive Director Robert L. Cook. “He was
first to raise the alarm about the pine forest
monoculture. The virgin forests were gone
by 1900, but Dan saw the forests come back.

Then he saw the conversion to pine planta-
tions. He was able take a nonconfrontation-
al approach when talking about politically
unpopular subjects, such as pine forests.”

In the 1940s, Lay began writing what
would grow to be an influential body of
work: more than 40 articles for profession-
al journals and more than 60 popular arti-
cles, including 36 for this magazine. In
1984, five years after his retirement from
TPWD, he wrote Land of Bears and Honey: A
Natural History of East Texas, with Joe C. Truett.
One reviewer compared the book to the
writings of Aldo Leopold, author of A Sand
County Almanac, which is credited with starting
the modern environmental movement.
Another reviewer wrote, “East Texans have
their own regional Walden...."

Land of Bears and Honey is a collection of nine
essays describing the unspoiled wilderness
of East Texas in the centuries before the first
settlers arrived and examining how humans
coped with and altered the environment:
“People love their comforts and trees their
gentle rains. But the vigor of both men and
forests arises from the wellspring of adversi-
ty. Without strife, perhaps neither the peo-
ple nor the trees of East Texas would have
flourished as they did.”

The authors wrote about not just bears,
but all the animals that inhabited East Texas:
red wolves, jaguars, passenger pigeons, bison
and the ivory-billed woodpecker: “Legend,
that brew of fact and fiction more potent
than either alone, lives best in dank, dark
places. In this country it loves the lowlands of
the Southeast. One ]egend of this low coun-
try is about a mysterious bird, the ivory-
billed woodpecker. At first the bird was real,
winging through the dark woods as the set-
tlers hung on the periphery. Then it became
scarce and finally disappeared. Some say.
Legend says it still flies.”

Many of today’s wildlife managers first
knew Lay through his writing. “Our pro-
fessors had many of Dan’s publications as
required reading, as well as some of his pop-
ular articles from the old Game and Fish mag-
azine,” says retired wildlife biologist Bobby
Alexander of Mount Pleasant, who attend-
ed Texas A&M in the mid-1950s. “I met
Dan in person in 1958, and was awestruck
just being in his presence.”

Perhaps Dan Lay’s most valuable gift to
Texas was his willingness to share his time
and wisdom with others, especially students.

“He was the consummate gentlemen,” says
Hayden Haucke, manager of Engeling
Wildlife Management Area. “He didn't seem
to have highs and lows. He always made him-
self available to lend advice and counsel.”

Gene McCarty, TPWD chief of staffand a
fisheries biologist, met Lay when McCarty
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Continued on page 71
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Continued from page 65

DENISON: KJIM-AM 1500/ 11:54 a.m.
DENTON: KNTU-FM 88.1/10:58 a.m.,
3:58 p.m., 11:59 p.m.

DIMMITT: KDHN-AM 1470/ 12:30 p.m.
EAGLE PASS: KINL-FM 92.7 / 3:30 p.m.
EASTLAND: KEAS-AM 1590 / 5:50
a.m., 5:50 p.m. KATX-FM 97.7 / 5:50
a.m. & 5:50 p.m.

EDNA: KGUL-FM 96.1/7:10 a.m.

EL CAMPO: KULP-AM 1390/2 p.m.
FAIRFIELD: KNES-FM 99.1/6:47 a.m.
FLORESVILLE: KULB-FM 89.7 /

1:30 p.m.

FORT STOCKTON: KFST-AM 860 /
12:55 p.m., KFST-FM 94.3 / 12:55 p.m.
GAINESVILLE: KGAF-AM 1580/

10 a.m.

GRANBURY: KPIR-AM 1420/ 4:05 p.m.
GREENVALLE: KGVL-AM 1400/

8:10 a.m.

HARLINGEN: KNBH-FM 88.9 / 4:58
p.m.; KHID-FM 88.1 / 4:58 p.m.
HASKELL: KVRP-FM 97.1/9:30 a.m.;
KVRP-AM 1400 /9:30 a.m.
HENDERSON: KZOX-FM 104.7 / 10:20
a.m., 420 p.m.

HEREFORD: KPAN-AM 860/ 2:50 p.m.;
KPAN-FM 106.3 / 2:50 p.m.
HILLSBORO: KHBR-AM 1560 /

9:35 a.m.

HOUSTON: KILT-AM 610/ between 4
a.m. and 7 a.m. Thur.-Sun.
HUNTSVILLE: KSHU-FM 90.5/12:05
p.m., 5:05 p.m.

JACKSONVILLE: KEBE-AM 1400/
7:15 a.m.

JUNCTION: KMBL-AM 1450/7:36
a.m., 12:46 p.m., 5:56 p.m., KOOK-FM
93.5/7:36 a.m., 12:46 p.m., 5:56 p.m.
KERRVILLE: KRNH-FM 92.3/5:31 a.m.,
12:57 p.m., 7:35 p.m.; KMBL-AM 1450/
5:49 a.m., 12:49 p.m., 5:49 p.m.; KERV-
AM 1230/5:49 a.m., 12:49 p.m., 5:49

p.m.; KRVL-FM 94.3 /5:49 a.m., 12:49
p.m., 5:49 p.m.

LAMPASAS: KCYL-AM 1450/ 7:10
a.m., KACQ-FM 101.9/7:10 a.m.

LAREDO: KHOY-FM 88.1/2 p.m.

LEVELLAND: KLVT-AM 1230/
12:05 p.m.

LUBBOCK: KJTV-AM 950/ 6:45 a.m.

MADISONVILLE: KMVL-AM 1220/
7:45 a.m.; KMVL-FM100.5/7:45 a.m.
MARBLE FALLS: KHLB-AM 1340/
12:20 p.m., 5:20 p.m.; KHLB-FM 106.9
/ 12:20 p.m., 5:20 p.m.

MARSHALL: KCUL-FM 92.3/6:15 a.m.
MCALLEN: KHID-FM 88.1/4:58 p.m.
MESOUITE: KEOM-FM 88.5/5:30
a.m., 2:30 p.m., 8:30 p.m. M-Th.; 5:30
a.m., 4:45 p.m. F)

MEXIA: KYCX-AM 1580/ 3:15 p.m.;
KYCX-FM 104.9/3:15 p.m.

MINEOLA: KMOO-FM 99.9/5:10 p.m.

MONAHANS: KLBO-AM 1330/6 a.m.,
noon, 3 p.m.

MACOGDOCHES: KSAU-FM 90.1/
2:45 p.m.

NEW BRAUNFELS: KGNB-AM 1420/
6:52 a.m., 5:24 p.m.

ODESSA: KCRS-AM 550/ 6:05 a.m.,
5:15 p.m., KOCV-FM 91.3/7:37 a.m.

PECOS: KIUN-AM 1400/ 10:30 a.m.

PLAINVIEW: KVOP-AM 1090/ 7:49 a.m.

PLEASANTON: KBUC-FM 95.7 / noon
Sat.

ROCKDALE: KRXT-FM 98.5/5:05 a.m.

SAN ANTONIO: KENS-AM 1160/ 6:25
p.m.; KSTX-FM 89.1/9:04 p.m.

SEGUIN: KWED-AM 1580/ 7:55 a.m.

SONORA: KHOS-FM 92.1 /10:13 a.m.;
KYXX-FM 94.3/2:23 p.m.

STEPHENVILLE: KSTV-FM 93.1/
between 5 a.m. and 7 a.m.

SULPHUR SPRINGS: KSST-AM 1230/
3:50 a.m., 11:20 a.m.

TEMPLE: KTEM-AM 1400/ 10:20 a.m.
TEXARKANA: KTXK-FM 915/8 p.m.
UVALDE: KVOU-FM 104.9/8:30 a.m.

VICTORIA: KTXN-FM 98.7 / 6:50 a.m.;
KZAM-FM 104.7 / 7:10 a.m.

WACO: KWTX-AM 1230/7 a.m.,

7 p.m. Sat. and Sun.

WICHITA FALLS: KWFS-AM 1290/
6:15 a.m., 7:45 a.m.

AUSTIN AMERICAN-STATESMAN'S
INSIDE LINE: (512) 416-5700 category
6287 (NATR)

BEDFORD: K-Meadow, Meadow
Creek Elementary / noon

VIRTUAL RADIO eTUNZ:

<www.etunz.net> / 10:10 a.m. & 2:10,

4:10 p.m.

TEStAS

FREE Information
From Our Advertisers!

Use the reader service card at the right to

circle the numbers corresponding to
advertisers from whom you wish to
receive information. Drop the
postage-paid card in the mail
and we’ll do the rest!

. Austin Outdoor Gear and
Guidance, pg. 10,
(512) 473-2644,
<www.aus!ingear.citysearch.com)

. C. Kirk Root Designs, pg. 10,
(800) 299-5475,
<www.kirkrootdesigns.com>

. Eagle Optics, pg. 10,
(800) 289-1132,
<www. eagleoptics.com>
Lajitas, pg. 21,
(877) 525-4827
<www.lajitas.com>

. Nikon, pg. 17
(800) 247-3464
<www.nikonusa.com>

. Rancho Caracol, pg. 9,
(888) 246-3164,
<www.ranchocaracol.com>

. Spin-Cast Wildlife Feeders, pg. 68,
(800) 950-7087
<www.spincastfeeders.com>

. Texas Hill Country
River Region, pg. 9,
(800) 210-0380,
<www.therr.com>

. Texas Country Mortgage, pg. 15,
(866) 290-2325,
<www.TexasCountryMortgage.com)

“Passport to Texas” is available
at no cost to stations across
the state. For information

fax (512) 389-4450 or write to
4200 Smith School Road,
Austin, Texas 78744, e-mail
<info@passporttotexas.org>.

This series is made possible
in part by a grant from

sk &y,

&

§ )
(D
Sropss©

o
R 3

Texas Conservation Passport

YOUR PASS TO STATE PARKS AND MORE

Free entry to state par]rs
for a year! Buy one at
any state park. Just $50.

www.tpwd.state.tx.us/news/tcp/
tcp_index.htm
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 LOOK FOR THESE STORIES

1N THE COMING WEEKS:

“July 27 - Aug. 3:
Living history in state
parks; Sharel unker
bass; raising Attwater’s
_prairie chickens;
coyotes; GPS.

Aug. 3 - 10:
South Texas ocelots;
birding businesses:
Armand Bayou
paddling; wildlife in
the Sno_w; peewees and
-phoebes; Texas State
- Railroad.

Aug. 10~-17:
Préser':v'ih'g the
'pai'ntings of ancient
civilizations; the

Caribbean connection;

Washington-on-the-

Brazos; picking PFDs.

Aug. 17 - 24:

Tracing the Guadalupe
~ River; photography by
_Earl Nottingham: a

- champion hunting dog;
spring peepers; Dutch

oven cooks.

Aug. 24 - 31:
Prairie dog students;

Houston's
disappearing bayous;
tlying the Colorade

~ River; dermestid
~ beetles; tent talk.

 “TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE”

“Follow a Texas river
from the Hill Country
ta the Gulf. Watch the
- week of August 17.

- Winner of 12 Emmy Awﬁrds_, our television
series is broadcast throughout Texas on local
PBS affiliates. In stereo where available.

AMARILLO: KACV, Ch. 2/ Sat. 6 p.m.

AUSTIN: KLRU, Ch. 18/ Sun. 10 a.m. / Mon. 12:30
p.m. KLRU-TOO, Cable Ch. 20/ Tues. 11 p.m.
BRYAN-COLLEGE STATION: KAMU, Ch. 15/
Thurs. 7 p.m. / Sun. 5 p.m., 10:30 p.m.

CORPUS CHRISTI: KEDT, Ch. 16 /Sun. 11 a.m./
Thurs. 1 p.m. / Fri. 8:30 p.m.

DALLAS-FORT WORTH: KERA, Ch. 13/ Sat. 8:30 a.m.
KERA2 /Sun. 11 am.

Also serving Abilene, Denton, Longview, Marshall, San Angelo,
Texarkana, Tyler, Wichita Falls, Sherman

EL PASO: KCOS, Ch. 13/ Sat. 5:30 o.m.
{rotates with other programs; check listings)
HARLINGEN: KMBH, Ch. 60/ Sun. 5:30 p.m.

Also serving McAllen, Mission, Brownsville

HOUSTON: KUHT, Ch. 8 /Sun. 3:30 p.m. / Fri. 1 p.m.
Also serving Beaumont/Port Arthur, Gaiveston, Texas City, Victoria

KILLEEN: KNCT, Ch. 46/ Sun. 5 p.r.

Also serving Temple

LUBBOCK: KTXT, Ch. 5/ Sat. noon
ODESSA-MIDLAND: KOCV, Ch. 36/ Sat. 5 p.m.
PORTALES, N.M.: KENW, Ch. 3/Sun. 2 p.m.

Also serving West Texas/Panhandle area

SAN ANTONIO & LAREDO: KLRN Ch. 9/ Friday
noon, Sunday 2 p.m.
WACO: KWBU, Ch. 34/ Sat. 3 p.m.

Check local listings. Times and dates are subject te change,
especially during PBS membership drives.

“PASSPORT TO TEXAS”

Your Radio Guide to the
~ Great Texas Outdoors
‘Join Joel Block weekdays for a 90-second

_ journey into the Texas Outdoors.
Producers Cecilia Nasti, (512) 389-4667 and

Lisa Wheeler, (512) 389-8031. Check this

listing for a station near you. Listen
Monday-Friday unless indicated otherwise.
Or tune in on our Web site:

<www.passporttotexas.org>

ABILENE: KACU-FM 89.7 / 7:04 a.m.,
1:43 p.m., 6 p.m.; KWKC-AM 1340 /
6:30 a.m.

ALPINE: KSRU-AM 1670/9 p.m.
AMARILLO: KACV-FM 89.9/11:20 a.m.
ATLANTA: KPYN-AM 900/ 7:45 a.m.

AUSTIN: KVET-AM 1300 / between 5
a.m. and 7 a.m. Sat.; K-Zilker 90.1/
7:15 a.m., 2:45 p.m.

BEAUMONT: KLVI-AM 560 /5:20 a.m.

BIG SPRING: KBST-AM 1490/
10:50 a.m.

BONBAM: KFYN-AM 1420/ 10:10
a.m. KFYZ-FM 98.3/10:10 a.m.

BRADY: KNEL-AM 1490/7:20 a.m.;
KNEL-FM 95.3/7:20 a.m.

BRIDGEPORT: KBOC-FM 98.3/
10:20 a.m.

BRYAN: KZNE-AM 1150/ 5:45 p.m.

CANTON: KVCI-AM 1510/ 6:40 a.m.
CANYORN: KWTS-FM 91.1/ noon,
4p.m., 7 p.m.

CARTHAGE: KGAS-AM 1590 / 6:40
a.m.; KGAS-FM 104.3/6:30 a.m.

CENTER: KDET-AM 930/ 11:55 a.m.
COLUMBUS: KULM-FM 98.3/5:20 a.m.
COMANCHE: KCOM-AM 1550 /

6:30 a.m.

COMMERCE: KETR-FM 88.9/10:15 a.m.
CORPUS CHRISTE: KEDT-FM 90.3/

5:33 p.m.; KFTX-FM 97.5 /5:40 a.m.;
KVRT-FM 90.7 / 5:33 p.m.

CROCHETT: KIVY-AM 1290/ 7:45 a.m.,
KIVY-FM 92,7 / 7:45 a.m.

Continued on page 64
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AUG.: Desert Garden Tours,
Barton Warnock
Environmental Education
Center, Terlingua, reserva-
tions required, call for dates,
(432) 424-3327.

AUG.: Texas Camel Treks, Big
Bend Ranch SP, Presidio,
(866) 6CAMELS.

AUG.: Amphitheater
Programs, Davis Mountains
SP, Fort Davis, every
Wednesday through Saturday
night, (432) 426-3337.

AUG.: Bouldering Tours,
Hueco Tanks SHS, El Paso,
every Wednesday through
Sunday, by prior arrange-
ment, (915) 849-6684.

AUG.: Hiking Tours, Hueco
Tanks SHS, El Paso, every
Wednesday through Sunday,
by prior arrangement, (915)
849-6684.

AUG.: Pictograph Tours,
Hueco Tanks SHS, El Paso,
every Wednesday through
Sunday, by prior arrange-
ment, (915) 849-6684.

AUG.: Texas Camel Treks,
Monahans Sandhills SP,
Monahans, call for dates,
(432) 943-2092.

AUG.: Fate Bell Cave
Dwelling Tour, Seminole
Canyon SP & HS, Comstock,
every Wednesday through
Sunday, (432) 292-4464.
AUG.: White Shaman Tour,
Seminole Canyon SP & HS,
Comstock, every Saturday,
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PANHAND _E
PLAINS

BIG BEND
COUNTRY

For more detailed information on outdoor getaways across the
state, visit <www.tpwd.stale.tx.us> amd click on “TPWD

PRAIRIES
& LAKES

HILL
COUNTRY

Events” in the center light blue area entitled “In the Parks.”

(800) ROCKART.

AUG. 1-31: Fishing on the
Rio Grande, Black Gap WMA,
Alpine, (432) 376-2216.
AUG. 1-31: Maravillas
Canyon-Rio Grande
Equestrian Trail, Black Gap
WMA, Alpine, (432) 376-2216.
AUG. 2-3, 16-17: Guided
Interpretive Tours, Franklin
Mountains SP, El Paso,
reservations required,
(915) 566-6441.

AUG. 9: Madrid Falls Tour,
Big Bend Ranch SP, Presidio,
reservations required, (432)
229-3416.

AUG. 9: Stories of Spirits,
Magoffin Home SHS, El
Paso, (915) 533-5147.

AUG. 16, 30: Guale Mesa
Tour, Big Bend Ranch SP,
Presidio, reservations
required, (432) 229-3416.
AUG. 17: Bird Identification
Tours, Hueco Tanks SHS, El
Paso, (915) 849-6684.

AUG. 30-31: Bats in the Big
Bend, Barton Warnock
Environmental Education
Center, Terlingua, (432)
424-3327

GULF COAST

AWG.: Hetchery Tours,
Coastal Conservation
Assaciation/American
Elzctric Power Marine
Development Center SFH,
Corpus Cnristi, every
Monday through Saturday
except hclidays, reservations
required, (361) 939-7784.
AUG.: Aquarium and
Hatchery Tours, Sea Center
Texas, Laxe Jackson, every
Tuesday through Sunday,
(979} 292-0100.

AUG.: Airooat Tours, Sea Rim
SP, Sabine Pass, every
Wednesday through Sunday,
reservations required, (409)
971-2559.

AUG. 1: Night River Tour,
Teny Houseman SP & WMA,
reservat ons required, (409)
866-4742.

AUG. 2: Tanning
Demonstration, Varner-Hogg
Plantation SHS, West
Columbia, (979) 345-4656.
AUG. 2, 9, 15, 16, 23, 30:
Story Time, Sea Center
Texas, Lake Jackson, (979)
292-0100.

AUG. 16: Sand Casting
Workshop, Galveston Island
SP, Galveston, (409) 737-1222.

HILL COUNTRY

AUG. 1: Range and Wildlife
Seminar, Kerr WMA, Hunt,
(830) 238-4483.

AUG.: Evening Bat Flight
Tour, Devil's Sinkhole SNA,
Rocksprings, every
Wednesday through Sunday
evening, (830) 683-BATS.
AUG.: Saturday Evening
Interpretive Programs,
Guadalupe River SP, Spring
Branch, (830) 438-2656.

AUG.: Saturday Morning
Interpretive Walk, Honey Creek
SNA, Spring Branch, every
Saturday, (830) 438-2656.
AUG.: Go Fishing with a
Ranger, Inks Lake SP, Burnet,
every Saturday, (512) 793-2223.
AUG.: Stumpy Hollow Nature
Hike, Inks Lake SP, Burnet,
every Saturday, (512) 793-2223.
AUG. 7, 14, 21, 28, 31: Basic
Canoe Skills Clinic, Inks Lake
SP, Burnet, reservations
required, (512) 793-2223.
AUG. 7, 14, 21, 28, 31:




Devil's Waterhole Canoe Tour,
Inks Lake SP, Burnet, reserva-
tions required, (512) 793-2223.
AUG. 9: Full Moon Hike, Inks
Lake SP, Burnet, (512) 793-2223.
AUG. 9, 17: Guided Hikes,
Bright Leaf SNA, Austin, (512)
459-7269.

AUG. 16: Summit Trail
Project, Enchanted Rock SNA,
Fredericksburg, (325) 247-
3903 Ext. 8.

AUG. 16, 30: Evening Bat
Flight Tour, Kickapoo Cavern
SP, Brackettville, reservations
required, (830) 563-2342.
AUG. 16, 30: Wild Cave Tour,
Kickapoo Cavern SP,
Brackettville, reservations
required, (830) 563-2342.
AUG. 23: Bluegrass Music in
the Park, Inks Lake SP,
Burnet, (512) 793-2223.

AUG. 30-31: Island Assault
1944 Living History Program,
Admiral Nimitz SHS-National
Museum of the Pacific War,
Fredericksburg, (830) 997-4379.
AUG. 30-SEPT. 1: Third
Annual Gathering of Friends,
Hill Country SNA, Bandera,
(210) 854-3848.

PANHANDLE PLAINS

AUG. 1, 8, 15: History Hike,
Palo Duro Canyon SP,
Canyon, (806) 488-2227.
AUG. 1-17: “Texas Legacies”
Musical Drama, Palo Duro
Canyon SP, Canyon, (806)
655-2181.

AUG. 1-23: Annual Summer
Art Exhibition, Copper Breaks
SP, Quanabh, (940) 839-4331.
AUG. 2: Trail Talk, Palo Duro
Canyon SP, Canyon, (806)
488-2227.

AUG. 2: Prehistoric Permian
Track Tour, San Angelo SP,
San Angelo, (325) 949-4757.
AUG. 3, 10, 17: Worship
Service, Palo Duro Canyon
SP, Canyon, (806) 488-2227.
AUG. 5, 12: Family Nature
Hike, Palo Duro Canyon SP,
Canyon, (806) 488-2227.
AUG. 6, 31: Canyon Critters,
Palo Duro Canyon SP,
Canyon, (806) 488-2227.
AUG. 7, 14: River Walk, Palo
Duro Canyon SP, Canyon

(806) 488-2227.

AUG. 9: Canyon Heritage,
Palo Duro Canyon SP,
Canyon, (806) 488-2227.
AUG. 13: Canyon Rock, Palo
Duro Canyon SP, Canyon,
(806) 488-2227.

AUG. 13, 30: Campfire Tails,
Abilene SP, Tuscola,(325)
572-3204.

AUG. 16: The Outdoor Store,
Palo Duro Canyon SP,
Canyon, (806) 488-2227.
AUG. 23: Wildscaping, Caprock
Canyons SP & Trailway,
Quitaque, (806) 455-1492.
AUG. 23: Sun Fun and Star
Walk, Copper Breaks SP,
Quanabh, (940) 839-4331.
AUG. 23: Bat Mania, Palo
Duro Canyon SP,
Canyon,(806) 488-2227.
AUG. 30: Night Noises, Palo
Duro Canyon SP, Canyon,
(806) 488-2227.

PINEYWOODS

AUG. 3, 10, 24: Walk on the
Wild Side, Martin Dies, Jr,
SP, Jasper, (409) 384-5231.
AUG. 9: Steam Engine Shop
Tours, Texas State Railroad
SP, Rusk, (800) 442-8951 or
(903) 683-2561 outside
Texas.

AUG. 9, 23: Guided Nature
Trail Hike, Village Creek SP,
Lumberton, (409) 755-7322.
AUG. 15, 29: Nature Slide
Program, Village Creek SP,
Lumberton, reservations
required, (409) 755-7322.
AUG. 16: Floating the Forks,
Martin Dies, Jr, SP, Jasper,
reservations required, (409)
384-5231.

AUG. 23, 30: Interpretive
Programs, Tyler SP, Tyler,
(903) 597-5338.

AUG. 30: Campfire
Programs, Martin Dies, Jr,
SP, Jasper, (409) 384-5231.
AUG. 30: Pioneer
Woodworking Skills, Mission
Tejas SP, Grapeland, (936)
687-2394.

AUG. 31: Mission San
Francisco de los Tejas Tour,
Mission Tejas SP, Grapeland,
(936) 687-2394.

PRAIRIES & LAKES

AUG.: Yegua and Nails Creek
Canoe Tours, Lake Somerville
SP & Trailway/Birch Creek
Unit, Somerville, every
Thursday, reservations
required, (979} 535-7763.
AUG.: Yegua and Nails Creek
Canoe Tours, Lake Somerville
SP & Trailway/Nails Creek
Unit, Ledbetter, every
Thursday, reservations
required, (979) 535-7763.
AUG.: Historic and Scenic
Tours, Monument Hill &
Kreische Brewery SHS, La
Grange, available by reserva-
tion only to groups of 10 or
more, (979) 968-5658.

AUG.: Kreische Brewery
Tours, Monument Hill &
Kreische Brewery SHS, La
Grange, every Saturday &
Sunday weather permitting,
(979) 968-5658.

AUG.: Monument Hill Tour,
Monument Hill & Kreische
Brewery SHS, La Grange,
available by reservation only
to groups of 10 or more, (979)
968-5658.

AUG. 2: Get to Know the
Trees, Cedar Hill SP, Cedar
Hill, (972) 291-5940.

AUG. 2: Pond Trail Hike,
Cedar Hill SP, Cedar Hill,

(972) 291-5940.

AUG. 2: Creatures of the
Night, Cooper Lake SP/South
Sulphur Unit, Sulphur
Springs, (903) 395-3100.
AUG. 2-3, 10, 16-17, 23-24,
30-31: Tours, Fanthorp Inn
SHS, Anderson, (936) 873-2633.
AUG. 2, 31: Cowboy
Campfire, Music, and Poetry,
Lake Mineral Wells SP &
Trailway, Mineral Wells.

AUG. 3, 10: Kreische House
Tours, Monument Hill &
Kreische Brewery SHS, La
Grange,(979) 968-5658.

AUG. 9: Our Scaly-Skinned
Friends, Cedar Hill SP, Cedar
Hill, (972) 291-5940.

AUG. 9: Top 10 Park Secrets,
Cedar Hill SP, Cedar Hill, (972)
291-5940,

AUG. 9: Sunset Nature Hike,
Cooper Lake SP/Doctors Creek

Unit, Cooper, (903) 395-3100.
AUG. 9: Stagecoach Days,
Fanthorp Inn SHS, Anderson,
(936) 873-2633.

AUG. 9: Kids' Wilderness
Survival, Lake Mineral Wells
SP & Trailway, Mineral Wells,
reservations required, (940)
328-1171.

AUG. 9-31: Catfish Harvest,
Texas Freshwater Fisheries
Center, Athens, (903) 676-BASS.
AUG. 16: Farming Like It Used
to Be, Cedar Hill SP, Cedar
Hill, (972) 291-5940.

AUG. 16: Spiders, Snakes and
Other Venomous Creatures,
Cooper Lake SP/South
Sulphur Unit, Sulphur
Springs, (903) 395-3100.

AUG. 22: Family Night, Texas
Freshwater Fisheries Center,
Athens, (903) 676-BASS.
AUG. 23: Kids' Wilderness
Survival, Cedar Hill SP, Cedar
Hill, reservations required:
(972) 291-5940.

AUG. 23: Silent Birds of the
Night, Cedar Hill SP, Cedar
Hill, (972) 291-5940.

AUG. 23: Bug Safari, Cooper
Lake SP/Doctors Creek Unit,
Cooper, (903) 395-3100.

AUG. 23: Night Sounds, Lake
Mineral Wells SP & Trailway,
Mineral Wells, (940) 327-8950.
AUG. 30: Campfire Sing-
Along, Cedar Hill SP, Cedar
Hill, (972) 291-5940.

AUG. 30: Penn Farm Tour,
Cedar Hill SP, Cedar Hill, (972)
291-5940, (972) 291-3900.
AUG. 30: Poisonous Plants,
Cooper Lake SP/South
Sulphur Unit, Sulphur
Springs, (903) 395-3100.

R

SOUTH TEXAS PLAINS

AUG. 23: Animal Signs,
Government Canyon SNA,
San Antonio, reservations
required, (210) 688-9055.

spP State Park

SHS  State Historical Site
SMA  State Natural Area
WwA  Wildlife
Management Area
SFH  State Fish Hatchery
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)¢ Bobcat, Coyoce, Fox, Mountain Lion, & Exotics.

WWW.DEERTEXAS.COM

M RTETTT wwer

il ot il

CAIL FOR MORE INFORMATION & MECHANICAL SPECIFICATIONS: (512) 912-7003

HUNTING

al
al, 24 hr
4 quartz clock, photocell
® CHARGERS-solar, 115 volt
® BATTERIES-6 volt or 12 volt
® ACCESSORIES- funnels,varment
guards, leg kits, etc.
® Repairs-(all major brands)
® Warranty- 3 years
® FREE CATALOG
(281)-261-0803

WWW. "lﬂgﬂ.!l”!h N’Hﬁﬂg.f.‘ﬂﬂ!

Protein feeder

=

MAGNUM

HUNTING PRODUCTS

. .. MORE FOR YOUR BUCK
219 Brand Lane, Stafford, TX 77477

KNOLLE FARM AND RANCH

Exclusive South Texas Hunting
Dove, Waterfowl, Deer, Hog & Quail. Enjoy fully
in the comfort of a fine

Mulne Deer, Pronghom, Aoudad,
Dove, Quail, Ducks, Geese, Pheasant,
Javeina, Feral Hogs, Russian Boar,

guided hunts &
country inn, ves available.

(361) 547-2546 * www.knolle.com

The latest poop on Spin-Cast

2 ART

n ¢ John Dearman ®
i imited

1 Prints

Editior
(281) 370-6945 WWW.CHARLIESGALLERY,COM

Hunt the Texas Panhandle with
Broken Wing Outfitters. Trophy Mule Deer,
Pheasant & Qluall‘ I]ann}' SW(JHP.

(806) 262-4381

HUNTING LEASES

www.huntingpages.com
We
Come see us online,
(8E8) 682-2800

ind hunting leases for you!

or call

inals & Prints. Cowan,

Sportlng Arh
D Booth. Your Texas

WWW. sloa'legallery om

W - Wildlife Feeders of Texas....

Now Available- GVfIZV Remote Control
A Custom Designed Spin-Cast Exclusive
is designed to have minimum battery drain
and is effective at approximately

x 100 to 150 vards. Distance will
@ vary depending upon type of brrel
you usz and terrain m the
Receiver-easily mounts on metal
frame and plugs into the Spin-Cast Control

Unit. (FC€ approved) $ 149

Spin-Cast Wildlife
Feeders of Texas
5680 Randelph Blvd

Qun Antonio TX 78233

Hlbm*‘ 210-653-7514 {Info)
< 121(1 653-3641 {Fax}
1-800-950-7087 or 8087
| 'Toll free for orders)
witw.spincastfeeders.com
spincast@spincastfeeders.com
Free Catalog Available

area.
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ME-1/ME-2 Control Unit has 6
feeding times available. The
rate of feed isdully adjustablefor
each feeding. The MK-1 Control
Unit 1s furnished with a 6 volt 5
ampere rechargeable battery
and a 6 volt solar panel. The
MEK-2 Control Unitis furnished
with a 6%olt 23 ampere dik&luu'
Energizer battery.

$179 % $139 %

MK-1 Control
Unit(shown)

MEK-2 Confrok
Unit (not shown)

Limited $ime Offer on MK-6 and
MEK-6Selar Control Unit. Feeds up
tod thmes a day for 3, 6 or 9 seconds.
The MK-6 Control Unit (shown) 1s
furnished
with 4 6 volt
23 ampere
alkaline
Energizer
hattery. The
MEK-6Solar
Goentrol
Unat (n it shawn) 1s furnished with.a 6
volt 5 ampere rechargeable hdﬂl_]_\
and a £ volt solar panel.

Reg-Price Sale Price

1192 5109 %

MEK-6 Control Unit (shown)

1592 $149%

MEK-6SolarControl Unit (not shown)

Spin-Cast Inc

©) 2003




Chas-Mac, Inc.

oshua (reek
Joshua Greef

SUPER STAND w SHCE]  HEGHTS BIG-MAC Fezders
Guaranteed Five Years! 983 10,12,13,
15, 17 & 20 Ft.
Eye Level
All blinds
complete with Camo Covers ! :
sliding windows, & Roof } Batteries
carpet, legs Avallable Solar Pgne\
and ladder Repairs
(4x4x15 ft. shown) Adustible ;
Top Rl 550al. i
141t Tripod "%
Winch Feeder %
i 1 . Shown 1
AVAILABLE: BOSS” Tripod !
4x4 and 4x6 models Patented Exclusive Split Beam Leg >
Also Available:
6 ft.thru 20 ft. heights  7op Closes Down! Design Creates the Strongest o 3
Ground Stands 5 Most Rigid Tripod Stand on 50 Ib. thru 750 Ib. Ca_pac ities
Builders Kit the Market Ladder Feeders » Tailgace Feeders
Svishe Protein Feeders

2124 Marnel  Houston, TX 77055  713-461-9163 « Fax (713) 461-5229

Rand

On the Guadalupe River in the Texas Hill Country

830-537-5090

830-537-4766 (fax)

P.O. Box 1946 Boerne, Texas 78006

Web Sit@:

Wing Shooting & Deer
Hunting
Fly Fishing
Sporting Clays

Casual and Fine Dining
Conferencing

Trophy Whitetail Management Bucks
for 2003-2004 hunting season. Call for
prices. C.B. Whitetail Ranch & Resort

(254) 945-3838 (254) 848-4864

PRODUCTS & SERVICES

Archeology talks available through Texas
Archeological Society-Speakers’ Bureau.
Publications and videos too.
www.txarch.org

TEXAS SILVER DOLLARS

ONE TROY OZ. .999 PURE SILVER

2003 TEXAS MUSTANG
$22.95 + SHIPPING

2002 Texas CowBoY
$26.50 + SHIPPING

THE TEXAS MINT & MERCANTILE
P.0. Box 1371 * WHITNEY, TEXAS 76692

WWW.TEXASMINT.COM
ToLL FREE (877) 839-6468

www. joshuacreek com

Lodging and E&B
Special Summer Rates
Horseback Riding
Tubing, Canceing,
Kayaking
{r.5 Miles of Guadalu:ae River)

BOATING
Boat Inspections/Appraisals by
accredited and certified marine surveyor/

inspector and appraiser Donald Patterson.
Corpus Christi (361) 884-1033

PRODUCTS & SERVICES

Crawford& Compan

Hand Crafted, Personalized Boot Jacks and Coaster Sess.
P.O, Box 126, Uvalde, TX 78802
Visa/Mastercard. Call to order a Free Brochure
Toll Free (888) 301-1967 — wvw.crawjacks.com

Handcrafted Suncatchers Texas,
hummingbirds, flowers, and others.
www.sherryssuncatchers.com

Great Goods at Texas’ Oldest Online Mall
Western furnishings, keepsake gifts, fine furni-
ture, Texana birdhouses and stle.
www.trulytexan.com

PRODUCTS & SERVICES

Hassle-free plant holders suspend
blooming containers from fencing without
bolts, toolbox or handyman.
www.texasfenceriders.com

West Texas Screen Savers Experience
Texas vistas, tranquil getaways and
breathtaking diversions. Mac/PC.
www.lubbockmetro.com (800) 220-8323

Homemade Czech Sausage — Peterek’s
3R Country Meats.

www.3Rmeats.com (866) 966-8555

Handcrafted Texas Flags — Western
Barbed Wire Swags, Lone Star Benches, Hide
Covered Benches, Texas Card Holders, Blue

Suede Shoe & more.

www.HappyAnywhere.com

Discover the
Secret of the ™
Peregrine’s Eyes. EREGRINE
8x42 $849

Better brightness, better color reproduction.
@ . STEINERNA
Agi:lécaanBlg:li:g G R R MR

Wine Cadlfy

Hand Crafted by Texas
Hill Country Artisan

Forrest Smith

Available in Pewter,
Silver, or Satin Black

PISTOL
TABLE LAMP
Jeatures a removible replica
of the Colt Peacemaker
Cotton shadle sold sepanirely

Laomp (11" x 26"} $195.
Shade (8" 8°) $55.

Locaren In The

HousTonN GALLERIA
800.989.8377

visit our web site @ www.

TEXASTERRITORI ESCOM
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% Historic and 7 Hospitality Accommodations
of Texas (HAT)
0 includes the state’s

THis MONTH’S INNSIDER CHOICE
is the Fredericksburg Sunday House Inn &
Suites. Built from native limestone by
nineteenth century German Pioneers. Relax
at the outdoor pool and sundeck or dine at
our German-American Restaurant.
Located three blocks from the center of town.

SunpAY HoOUSE INN & SUITES
501 E. Main Street
Fredericksburg, TX 78624
(888) 900-0058
www.SundayHouselnn.com

—
-
m

SUNDAY Z0OUSE INN & SUTTES

d30ISNNI

HISTORIC ACCOMMO TIONS OF TEXAS BIRDING

BELEVILLE

* Texas Ranch Life Restored historic
Texas homes or 1,400-acre ranch between
Bellville & Chappel’ Hill. Weekend rental
inc_udes bass fizhing, trail and chuckwagon
rides, cutting, b-rd/coyote/raccoon hunting
anc cow works zvailable.
www.texasranck life.com (866) TEXASRL

BRENHAM

* Mariposa Ranch Cabins, Fireplaces,
Jacuzzis for two, Dinners, Carriage rides,
“Erchanted Evening' packages. — Southern Living
www.mariposaraich.com (877) 647-4774

COMFORT

* Meyer B&B On Cypress Creek, Hill
Couantry, mid-23CCs stage stop, Texas
landmark. Pool, hot tub, fireplaces, golf.
www.meyerbedandb-eakfast.com

(888) 995-6100

DEL RIO

* Villa Del Rio H storic Mexico border
villa, lush acreage, by Texas’ oldest winery.
www.villadelriocom (800) 995-1887

FORT DAVIS

* Old Schoolhouse B&B Restored 1904
adcbe schoolhouse. Gracious rooms.
Sumptuous brezkfasts.

www.schoolhouseknb.com (423) 426-2050

FORT WORTH

* MD Resort Bed & Breakfasts
37-acre working ranch with all the modern
conveniences.

www.mdresort.com (817) 489-5150

FREDERICKSBURG

* Palo Alto Creek Farm Landmark his-
toric German-Texas farmstead on the creek.
Ancient oaks, abuadant wildlife, Hill
Country tranquilizy. Beautifully renovated
log cabin, barn, farmhouse all with private
spa therapy rocms.

www.paloaltocreekfarm.com (800) 997-0089

* The Full Moon Inn & Grill
“Go Back Well-Fed & Rested.” Fireplaces,
wh.rlpool tubs, full country breakfast.

www.fullmoonian.com (800) 997-1124
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HUNTSVILLE

* The Whistler B&B 1859 Victorian

home, 3-acres, adjoining park, birding.
www.thewhistlerbnb.com (800) 404-2834

KINGSLAND

* The Antlers Hotel Turn-of-the-
century railroad resort on Lake LB]. Hotel
suites, cabins and cabooses.

www.theantlers.com (800) 383-0007

LOST

MAPLES

* Texas Stagecoach Inn Miles from
nowhere, in the middle of the surrounding
country. www.bbonline.c [tx/ h

(888) 965-6272

NEW

BRAUNFELS

* Historic Kuebler-Waldrip Haus &
Danville Schoolhouse
43-acre deer haven near Gruene, rivers.
Getaways, reunions, weddings, corporate
retreats. 10 luxurious rooms, jacuzzis.
Delicious breakfasts.

www.kueblerwaldrip.com (800) 299-8372

tr Castle Avalon Romantic bed and break-
fast surrounded by 160 acres of Texas Hill
Country.

www.castleavalon.com (877) 885-4780

ROCKPORT

HooprEes’ HOUSE
ROCKPORT, TEXAS
(800) 924-1008

www.hoopeshouse.com

NATIONALLY HISTORIC VICTORIAN HOME.
EIGHT ROOMS EACH WITH PRIVATE BATH.
FULL BREAKFAST INCLUDED. CALL FOR BROCHURE.

ROUND TOP

* Outpost @ Cedar Creek Historic
property, log cabins, cottages, Hill Country
views. “Country Home,” “Home
Companion,” “Cowhoys & Indians.”
www.outpostatcedarcreek.com (888) 433-5791

SMITHVILLE

* Katy House B&B Antiques and rail-
road memorabilia, five rooms, plus a
caboose.

www.KatyHouse.com (800) 843-5289

* 9E Ranch Bed & Breakfast 2158
Hwy 304, Smithville, romantic secluded log
cabins & cottage in Lost Pines near Bastrop.

www.9Eranch.com (512) 497-9502

Los Ebanas Preserve [n RIC GRANDE
VALLZY Hatween Harlinger ard Erownsville.
B:rds, buttzrfly gardens and trails.
www.losebarospreserve.cam (800) 418-3543

Hummer House Largest hurim ngbird
feeding/nzs-ing site. Observation room for
vizwing kirds, dzer, turkey. Dan Brown, Box
555, Chris:cval, TX 76535

wara huirmerhouse-texasge s com {877) 255-2254
Vieh's B&B Centrally located in the Rio
Grznde Valzy, specializ:rg in Souzhern
Hospi-al:ty.

www.vieh.con (956) 4252651

Hill Country Adventures

Sunset Bat Right - Wirness Millicns ol Ba's at Sunset
IBirding/Nature Tours - Hike & Diive al Area Ranches & State Parks

ature By Kayax - On Pristine Saninal, Fric: o1 Nueces Rivers.
Plus SAG Suppord for Cyclists - Will Sary Your Eupplies & Gear
By Reservation On'y (830) 966-2320
wwrw, HillCountryAdventures.com

ACCOMMODATIONS

Fredericksburg — German
Restaurant
www.GermamAmrericanRestaurant.com

(830) 997-9696

- American

Fredericksburg — Sunday House Inn
& Suites

www.Sunda, Houselnn.com (888) 900-0058

Kerrville — Best Western Sunday
House Inn

www.BestWW:sternKerrville.com  1888) 900-8914

Kerrville — Turtle Creek Lodge Slecps
twe to 18, creek swimming, fiskirg, peaceful.
Child-er:, g=ts welcome

www.lurtlecreeklodge.com +210) 828-0377

Kerrvilie — Holiday Inn Express Hotel
& Suites
www.HoldaylnnExpressKerrville.com

1£00) 404-4125

New Ulm — Country Cahin Fishing,
hiking, peacefu’.

www.kountrykabin.com S79) 992-3320

Dancing Oaks Ranch Ezrn, bed &
Break”as:. Equestrian Vacations. 40 minutzs
west of Fort Worth/Dallas.
darcingoaks ranch@earthlink.net
www.dancir goaksranch.ccm

1940) 374-3304 or 817) 304-0962

Rio Frio Lodging — Furnishec vacation
homes & zabins in the H:1l Country. Birding
& nature tours.

www.friclocging.com 1830) 966-2320




ACCOMMODATIONS

PRODUCTS & SERVICES

KNOLLE FARM AND RANCH

A Fine Country Inn
Upscale inn on historic ranch near Corpus Christi.
Guided Hunts, Birding, Horses, Canoeing,
Fishing, Gourmet Meals and Picnics.

(361) 547-2546 *» www.knolle.com

Fly Fish the Llano! Reservations, e-mail
txstar@tstar.net
www.llanoriverfishingcamp.com

(915) 247-4877

Fly Fishing Adventures New Zealand,
Coast TX, LA, Belize. Buddy Atwell. Austin.
(512) 328-4237

REAL ESTATE
100’s of Farms, Ranches &
Waterfront Properties for sale all over
TEXHS.
www.landsoftexas.com

TOURISM

Visit the Largest Wildflower Farm in the U.S.!

100 Legacy Drive
P.Q Box 3000 -Fredericksburg, TX 78624
830-990-1393-830-990-0605 (fax)

www.wildseedfarms.com
~ Visit Temple. TX
 "Wildtlower Capital of Texas"

Zp

Historic District 3,_5‘0::3&4.;&;;;%,‘_ 5 =
~ Culture » Museums + Shopping » Restaurants |
5 X 3 oo £ ot R

visittemple.com =
- 800-479-0338

The Trailhead for Your Weekend
Getaway

A Web site with Texas events and attractions
information.

www.TheTexasTrails.com

A

.~ Birding

£

S et estirationiexas

United States (28"H x 40"W)

Texas Flag (28"H x 40"W)

See Web sitz fo+ full 'ine of products
www.twelvegauge.com
Flag Price (framed in weathered wood)

Flags $159.00 Each
Online Discount $149.00 Each
Toll Free (877) 465-6563

Wholesale ir cuiries call or e-mail

Yellow Rose Of Texas

24kt Dipped Rose Only $65.0C

From our Collectia: of Unique Designs icr
Your Tzxas Li‘estyle!

Where we beliave that Texas living is not
just a part of lif2, but a Lifestyle.

1550 Eastchase Pkwy 600-119
888-655-4367 F - 6120 Fax 817-548-0815

Continued from page 63

was a graduate student at Stephen F. Austin
State University in Nacogdoches. Lay
worked for TPWD and had an office on the
university campus. “Two other graduate stu-
dents and I decided to do an ecological study
of the Angelina-Neches Scientific Area,”
says McCarty. “Someone told us we should
talk to Dan Lay. So we went to his office and
told him what we wanted to do. He took in
three goofy graduate students and in just a
few hours, molded us into scientists.”

Lay’s interest in students and his concerns
for the future of wildlife conservation
prompted him to set up a scholarship for
wildlife and fisheries sciences students at
Texas A&M University. Carl Frentress says
that one of the things that candidates for
the scholarship must do is write an essay
expressing the Aldo Leopold philosophy of
a land ethic, in which humans see them-
selves as part of the natural community.
Frentress also says that Lay, who made
money in the stock market, wanted wildlife
students to learn how to achieve financial
security, so he instructed that courses in
financial planning be part of the curricu-
lum. “If you're financially secure, he
believed, you're more capable of thinking
independently,” says Frentress. “That was
very important to him.”

Lay’s last article was published in the Fast
Texas Historical Journal a few months before his
death in 2002. Entitled “Outdoors in East
Texas Then and Now,” it is a collection of his
observations over most of the 20th century.

“Public acceptance of the new science of
wildlife management was generous and
almost complete,” he recalled of his early
years in the profession. “We were inspired to
protect the natural world. Young people
could gain much from camping, fishing,
hunting and other activities. The intangible
values were recognized.”

He ends with a look toward the future, a
future in which his influence will continue
to be felt: “The cultural and intangible val-
ues of the natural world are more important
than ever before. Scarcity contributes to
appreciation. Those restricted to rocking
chairs need to hear and see a hummingbird
or watch a butterfly. Their grandchildren
need places to sleep under the stars and lis-
ten to owls.”

Frentress offers this tribute to his friend
and mentor: “As a scientist, Dan Lay left his
footprints in many of the wild places, past
and present, in Texas. As a citizen, he was a
champion of the wholeness people need
from properly functioning ecosystems and
balanced lives. He knew the ache society
experiences when values are lost; he sought
to be a factor for relief. He knew that, after
all, we too are part of ecosystems.” #
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: Budweiser |s Wﬂd on Texas We are proud to suaport the conservallon and
* etlucation efforts of the Parks and,Wildlife Foundation of Texas, a nonproflt
organtzatlon Our partnershlp has a rich tradition of helplng to preserve Texas
,coais*al habltat ’Lo educate and teach conservation to’ Texans, and to heip restore
.- Texas Largemouth Bass and Fl&d*,Dfum







