


Petersen's 4-Wheel & Off Road
“4x4 of the Year” 1994, 1995.

When the new Dodge Ram Club
Cab 4x4 was named “4x4 of the Year”
for 1995, we felt doubly honored. Just
last year, Ram 4x4 regular cab received
the same honor. This marks the first
time ever the same truck has won two
years in a row.

Of the '95 Ram, Peteraenls Four
Wheel ¢5 Off Road said, “This just may
be the best full size pickup ever made.”
They noted that it was “...as comfy
as your living room..."And marveled
at how “Dodge Ram sneaks through
trails...and glides over paved byways
with aplomb...”

Ram's aptitude both on and off road

can be attributed to an ingenious quadra-
link front suspension. Its tour link design
results in a smooth ride on the highway,
while a live solid axle provides Dodge
Ram 4x4 with exceptional off-road
ground clearance.

Ram has the muscle of our Magnum
engine series, averall the most powerful
line of truck engines on the planet. It has
the safety of a standard driver’s airbag
and available four-wheel anti-lock brakes,
plus the convenience of Ram-Trac shift-
on-the-fly four-wheel drive. So it's easy
to see how this 4x4 made it to the top.

Not that the top is a lonely place.
Atter all, there are now two Ram models
occupying that lofty terrain.

ALWAYS WEAR YR SEAT BELT FOR A FULLY EFVECTIVE AIRBAG.
For #ill more information, call 1-800-4-A-DODGE, TREAD LIGHTLY!

America’s Truck Stop 5@ The New Dodge

A DVISION OF THE CHRYSLER CORPORA™CN
\/
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4_ CHAMPIONOFTHE TEJAN OS José Antonio Navarro

was a witness to some of the most dramatic and significant events in Texas
history. Throughout the state’s tempestuous colonial period, its battle for
independence and entry into statehood, Navarro steadfastly defended the
rights and dignity of Hispanic Texans. by Mary-Love Bigony

1 2 RETURN OF THE APLOMADO

throughout South Texas, the aplomado falcon wasall but gone by the 1940s,
a victim of pesticides and habitat changes. With habitat in better shape
today, efforts are underway to restore this diminutive falcon to part of its
historic range. by Linda Laack

Once common

© RICHARD REYNOLDS
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1 8 TEXAS CITY DIKE Stretching five miles into Galveston Bay, the Texas Cizy D-ke offers f:shing niers, bait
houses, a boat ramp and plenty of elbow room. by G. Elaine Acker

2 4_ SPIDERS: TRUTH AND FICTION Most spiders are harmless to hurmans, znd even th2 two dan-

gerous ones—brown recluses and black widows—prefer to avoid people whenever possidle. by David Bowles

2 8 NATURE’S YELLOWS Yellow in its many shades adds a splash of brightaess to tae octdoors.

42 EAST TEXAS BEAR HUN'TS Black bears were abundant when early Fast Texas sertlers establishe 1

their homesteads. So popular was bear hunting around the turn of the century, even Fresident Theodo-e Roosevelt
pop g Ly,
planned a trip to East Texas. The bear hunting era resulted in some unforgettable stories and characters. by Thad Sitten
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Front As part of our salute to the color
yellow this month, bere is Taffy, a yel-

low Labrador retriever, one of a breed of
dogs prized for their intelligence and
retrieving ability. See our photo feature
on the color yellow in nature on page 28.

Photo © David 7. Sams. Nikon F3 cam-

era, Nikkor 3 5mm lens, 1/500 second at
3.6, Kodachrome 64 film.

Inside Back Black widows are one of
only two spider species in Texas that are
dangerous to humans because of their bite.
See story on page 24. Photo © Wyman
Meinzer. Canon F1 camera, Canon 100
macro lens with ring light, 1/60 second
at f11, Fuji Velvia 50 film.

Back Aplomado falcons may become a
familiar sight in South Texas if avestora-
tion program is successful. See story on
page 12. Photo © Steve Bentsen. Nikon
F4 camera, Nikkor 400 mm 3.5 lens,
1/250second at 3.6, Fuji Velvia 50 film.

BACGERS
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AT ISSUE 3 LETTERS
OUTDOOR BOCKS

THE FOLKS AT THREF CORNERS
WOODS & WAT=ZRS Off-season gun ard scope

care. by Russel! Tinsley

PARKS & PLACES TO GO  Anahusc National
Wildlife Refuge. by G. Elaine Acker

PICTURE THIS Use your RV as a 2hoto boind.
by Leroy Williawson

STATE OF NATURE Th: bait tha- grows on
trees. by Vinze Brach

OUTDOOR HERITAGE SERIES Tec
Eubanks. by G. Elaine Acker

OUTDOORX DATEBOOK
PARTING 5HOT
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Not too long ago, I was browsing through an edition of SGB, a trade journal
of the sporting goods industry. In a story on optic products (scopes, binoculars,
etc.), I came across an estimate that the “birding” market for such products in
America is now 60 million strong. Ted Eubanks, who is featured in this month’s
Outdoor Heritage series, would tell you that the data show that wildlife viewing
now is the number-one outdoor recreational sport in the United States.

It seems clear to me from the SGB article that at least one industry believes
Eubanks’ time has zome. A lifetime birder now engaged full-time in the nature
tourism business, Eubanks is a man of the future. He can tell you that while Texas
ranks first in hunting opportunity in the United States and second in fishing, it
also has become the number-one birdwatching destination in the world.

Our lands and waters comprise the richest natural heritage of all the states,
and the mix of outdoor pursuits combined with magnificent natural assets have
made Texas one of the world’s most intriguing destinations.

Texas is a place where adventure is at our fingertips because the state is as
accessible as it is vzst. Texas is a place of exploration because many of its most
exciting outdoor opportunities are little known and challenging to reach. Texas
is a place of learning, because its natural wonders include many of the earth’s
rarest plants and crzatures. Texas is a place of unparalleled outdoor sportsman-
ship. Thus, we are ance again positioned to realize a new and exciting prosper-
ity from out abundant natural resources.

In the coming economy, however, we needn’t exhaust our natural treasure in
order to profit from it. Eubanks and a growing cadre of outdoor entrepreneurs
know that the potential of nature tourism in Texas will be realized only if our
vision includes sustainability as well as profitability.

This is the essenze of the nature tourism challenge. Eubanks and many oth-
ers have recognized it as an exciting opportunity for our great state. Equally
important, it is by definition an affirmation of our goal to protect, to enjoy and
to share a marvelous place of unique resources and lasting values.

—Andrew Sansom, Executive Director

© RUSSELL C. HANSEN

In March...

Photographer and engineer Russ Hansen bas designed a computer and camera
system for phetographing birds in flight. Next month we’ll show you some of bis
remarkable photos, and tell you about bis system in Picture This. Also in March,
a canoe trip down the Neches River, wildlife smuggling on the Texas border,
Possum Kingdom State Park and poisonous snakebite.

2 February 1995
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LETTERS

Readers Respond

The letter from Bob McLeod in
the December issue was right on
target.

I first became aware of Texas
Game & Fish magazine in 1945
upon my return from 35 months
in North Africa and Italy. The
Army taught me how to shoot,
Texas Game & Fish helped me
learn to hunt as a sportsman.
Since then my hobby has been
hunting and shooting targets,
skeet, bench rest and plinking.

The first Texas Game & Fish I
ever saw was printed in Dallas by
my father-in-law. The magazine is
printed in Ohio now. My first
subscription was in approximately
1946, and you have seen my last.

Gordon Ramsden
Dallas

M The magazine is printed by Motheral
Printing in Fort Worth, Texas.

Current national campaigns in
favor of gun control have nothing
to do with the ownership of
hunting arms. Rather, they are
directed toward restrictions on
assault weapons and handguns
specifically designed to harm
humans.

I doubt that support for TPWD
ever lay in the hands of those who
believe in private ownership of
assault weapons and handguns.
Real hunters are not worried about
bans on private ownership of these
kinds of weapons.

Joe Cummings
Walnut Creek, California

Bob McLeod is not renewing his
subscription because Texas Parks
& Wildlife does not promote or
defend gun owners. This magazine
is not the place for that political
junk. Texas Parks & Wildlife shows
me places where I have been,
places I would like to go, fishing,
hunting, restocking, rivers, trees,
streams, waterfalls, dams, lakes,
cacti, birds, parks, possums,
squirrels, raccoons, deer, turkeys,
ete. I own guns for hunting, rods
and reels for fishing, boats,
camping gear and a camera.

Bob needs to tell his politicians
his problems. He will miss a lot of
“good stuff” in future issues.

W. Earl Nelson
Houston

Mr. McLeod makes it sound as if
you do not support gun ownership

rights. I always assumed you
supported gun ownership because
of your articles about hunting.
Glen Croft
Dayton
B We are a little surprised this question
has even come up, given the number of
hunting and shooting sport stories we've
done over the years. Butjust for the record,
along with the sportsmen of the country,
wesupport the responsible use of firearms.
Reiterating our philosophy about the
outdoors, we think there is room for every-
one, whether they shoot deer with a rifle
oracamera. Many of our readers do both,
and understand the greater issue is that
if the deer doesn’t have a place to live and
thrive, it will make little difference how
youwant to shootit, for it won’t be there.

Raising Pheasants

The article about ring-necked
pheasants by Marian H. Williams
(December) brought back many
fond memories of my youth in
Slaton, Texas. The author’s father
and grandfather are to be com-
mended for their work to establish
pheasants as a game bird.

My father tried to raise pheas-
ants in Slaton in the mid-1940s.We
kept the pheasants in a pen and
every now and then a West Texas
wind would blow the pen’s gate
open. We would receive telephone
calls from all over Slaton saying,
“I think one of your pheasants is
in our back yard.” I was delegated
to take my older brother’s .22
Remington and carefully harvest
the loose pheasants. I was 12
years old at the time and had been
taught carefully how to use
firearms properly. I would pedal
away on my trusty Shelby Flyer

Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine wel-
comes letters to the editor. Please include
your name, address and daytime telephone
number. Qur address is 3000 South TH 35,
Suite 120, Austin, Texas 78704. Our fax num-
ber is 512-707-1913. We reserve the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.

with the .22 across the handlebars,
returning in a few minutes with
another pheasant for Mother to
clean and put in the freezer. I'm
sure many of our pheasants
escaped to the wilds of the South
Plaing, and I have always thought
we played a small part in the
establishment of a pheasant
population in the Panhandle.

After having raised several
hundred pheasants we were down
to our last two, both cocks. One
was in the “hen house” with the
door shut, the other had the run of
the pen. Then one day the wind
blew the door open, putting the two
birds in the same area. I hollered
to the rest of the family, but there
was nothing to do but watch the
darndest cock fight you ever saw.
We buried the loser and the victor
was our main dish for dinner.

Weldon N. Spears
Lubbock

Big Drum

My name is Nicholas Huffeldt
and I am nine years old. I caught a
36-inch black drum in Trinity Bay
on Friday, September 2, 1994. It
fought really hard and took more
than 20 minutes to land. I caught
it with a tout on my 12-pound-test
line and my own small rod.

After we measured it and took
its picture we released it. It was
the biggest fish I've ever caught,
and we forgot to tag it.

Nicholas Huffeldt
Houston

Texas Parks & Wildlife 3
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arch 2, 1836, dawnzd cold and

overcast in the villagz of

Washington, on the conflu-
eace of the Brazos and Navasota Rivers.
As wind whistled past cloths stretched
over holes in an unfinished building, a
somber mood prevailed among the 59
men gathered inside. The Alamo had
bzen under siege by Mexican troops
since February 23, and news from there
was becoming increasingly disturbing.
Diemands the Texans had presented to
the Mexican government three months
earlier had not been met, so a call had
gone out in January 1836 for a delzga-
tion to meet in Washington to corsid-
er declaring independence for Texas.

The men who met in Washington
had come to Texas from al over the
United States. Sam Houszon was a
native of Virginia. George Campbell
Childress had come from Tennessee.
Thomas J. Rusk had been born in
South Carolina and had come to Texas
from Georgia. But José Antcnio
Navarro, representing the citizens of
San Antonio de Bexar, had been horn
in Texas, just 160 miles from where the
delegates gathered.

The convention opened on March
1, and the delegates passed a resolution
te draft a declaration of independence
from Mexico. On March 2 the group
reassembled and, following an emotional
speech by Sam Houston, veted unan-
imously to adopt the declaration. The
nextday they began signing their names
to the document. José Antonio Navarro
and his uncle, Francisco Ruiz, were the
only native Texans to sign.

Contemporaries later said that
Navarro “trembled at the thought of
having to sanction with his signarure

4  February 1995

the eternal separation of Texas from
the mother country,” according to the
forthcoming book “Defending Mexican

Valor in Texas” by David McDonald,
saperintendent of Navarro State

José Antonio Navarro’s
remarkable biography
spans Texas’s colonial era,

~its batile for indepen-

- dence from Mexicoand
_entry into statehood;
~ throughout those tempes-

tuous times Navarro
 steadfastly defended the
- rights and dignity of
Hispanic Texans. He
spent his later years in
San Antonio, and his
home now is a state

historical park.

Hisrorical Park, ar.d historian Timothy
Matovina. Bu: like many others in the
Mexican province of Coahuila and
Texas, Navarro had become frustrat-
ed by the actions of Mexican dictator
Aatonio Lépez de Santa Anna and had
come to the conclusion that self-rule
was the best course for Texas. He
aligned himself with the Anglo-
American settlers toaccomplish this feat,
then spent the next three decades
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defending the rights of Tejanos—
Texans of Mexican or Spanish descent—
agaiast exploitation by Anglo-
Americans.

José Antonio Navarro was born in
San Antonio on February 27, 1795, a
time when Spain’s 300-year grip on the
New World was beginning to loosen.
His father, Angel Navarro, had emi-
grated from Corsica in 1762. As a for-
eigner, Angel Navarro was required to
submita declaration to Spanish author-
ities, and in 1792 he complied with the
following: “In view of the fact that you
have notified me that I should declare
what motive I had to come to these king-
doms, whatlicense I brought and where
I am from, I say the following: I am
from the island of Corsica, province of
Ajaccio, and I left there in 1762. I left
my parents without their permission at
the age of thirteen or fourteen and
embarked for Genoa. After a while I
embarked for Barcelona, and from
there to Cadiz, always seeking to serve
varicus persons to earn my keep, and
it was thus that I came to these king-
doms.... I maintained myself six years
as a s.:ngle man and nine years, to the
preseatyear, asa married man with two
children that God has given me.” Angel
Navz-ro married Maria Josefa Ruiz y
Pefia of San Antonio in 1783.

José Antonio Navarro attended school
in Saltillo at the age of eight or ten. He
returned home to San Antonio follow-
ing his father’s death in 1808, never to
receive further formal schooling. But
Navarro continued to educate himself
throughout his life, and his extensive
writi=gs reveal a man of intellect and
eloquence. Navarro spoke and wrote
only:1 Spanish. Few English-speaking

|
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people lived in San Antorio during
Navarro’s time, and many of the Anglo-
Americans with whom he associated,
including Stephen F. Austin, spoke
Spanish.

Texas was a province of colonial
Mexico (New Spain) at the time of
Navarro’s birth. But Spanish rule was
coming toa turbulentend, and asayouth
Navarro witnessed violent acts com-
mitted by both sides in the struggle.
When he was 18, Navarro watched as
Mexican rebel Antonio Delgadoarrived

COURTESY JOSE ANTONIO NAVARRO STATE HISTORICAL PARK

in San Antonio following the brutal slay-
ing of 14 Spar:sh prisoners. “I myself
saw the clotring and the blood-stained
adornments which those tigers carried
hanging from their saddle horns, boast-
ing publicly of their crime and of hav-
ing divided the spoilsamong themselves
in shares,” Le wrote years later.

Also in 1313, the army of Spanish
General Joaguin de Arredondo defeat-
ed the Mexican army and captured San
Antonio. “Arrzdondo entered the city
triumphantly,” Navarro later would

by Mary-Love Bigony

Born 200 years ago this month, José Antonio
Navarrowas about 70 years old when this photo
was taken. The Tejano statesman participated
in many of Texas’s most significant bistorical
events of the 19th century.

write, “with his carts laden with wound-
ed and dying. At this point my hand
tremblesin recording the scenes ofhor-
ror which they inflicted even on the bit-
terest enemies of [rebel] Gutierrez, in
repayment for his past cruelties.
Arredondo avenged himselfin the most
outrageous manner and indiscrimi-
nately ordered the imprisonment of 700
peaceful inhabitants of San Antonio. At
the same time he imprisoned 300 unfor-
tunate people in the cells of the Catholic
priests.... On the morning of the fol-
lowing day, eighteen of them had per-
ished from suffocation. The remainder
were passed before firing squads, from
day to day, for no more reason than
having been accused of favoring inde-
pendence.”

Following the capture of San Antonio
by Spanish troops, the Navarro family
and others who had supported Mexican
independence fled to Louisiana. Three
years later they returned home, but it
took until 1821 for Mexican leaders final-
ly towrest control of their country from
Spain. In 1824, the Federal Constitution
of Mexico won approval, and the
Republic of Mexico became a new
nation.

Texas now was part of the Republic
of Mexico. But because of its low pop-
ulation, Texas alone did not qualify as
astate soit was combined with Coahuila
to become the Mexican state of Coahuila
and Texas. José Antonio Navarro, then
29 years old, represented the district of

Texas Parks & Wildlife 5



Bexarin the state legislature of Coahuila
and Texas when it met for the first time
in Saltillo in August 1824.

In the state legislature, Navarro
received an appointment to the colo-
nization committee. Due to its isola-
tion, the state was seeing few settlers
from within the Republic of Mexico.
But Anglo-Americans from the United
States were eager tc settle in this new
territory, and Navarro and others
believed Anglo colonization would offer
economic benefits and protection from
Indian attacks. Navarro had developed
a friendship with Stephen F. Austin in
1821, and the two men shared an inter-
estin Anglo-Americzn settlement of the
region. As a member of the Coahuila
and Texas legislature, Navarro repre-
sented the interests cf Anglo-American
colonists as well as the interests of his
own Tejano constituents.

avarro’s term in the Coahuila

‘ \ | and Texas Legislature ended
in 1828, whan he was 33 years

old. He and his wife Margarita de la
Garza had three children by that time,
and upon leaving the legislature he began
acquiring and selling land. During the
1830s, Navarro bcught more than
50,000 acres, which he sold at a profit
in later years when swelling immigrant
populations increased the demand for
land. He also purchased the 6,000-acre
San Geronimo Ranch near Seguin,
where he and Margarita reared their
five children, as well as a 1.2-acre lot
in San Antonio that would be the site
of his home during the later years of
his life. In 1831, Navarro was appoint-
ed land commissioner for the Green
DeWittcolony, which settled in an area

6 February 1995

westof Stephen F. Austin’s “Old Three
Hundred” colony on the Brazos River.

In 1833, Antonio Lépez de Santa
Anna was elected president of Mexico.
The next year he declared that Mexico
was not ready for democracy and abol-
ished the Federal Constitution. Anglo-
Texan colonists became increasingly
angered by the Mexican dictator’s
actions, and there was considerable
resistance to Santa Anna elsewhere, as
well.

Following the signing of the Texas

r

This bouse was part of Navarro’s 6,000-
acre San Geronimo Ranch near Seguin,
which be purchased in the 1830s follow-
ing his service in the legislature of the
Mexican state of Coabuila and Texas.

Declaration of Independence at
Washington in 1836, Navarro served
onacommittee of 21 people who wrote
the constitution for the Republic of
Texas. In 1838 he served in the senate
of the Republic of Texas at the capitol

INSTITUTE OF TEXAN CULTURES

José Antonio Navarro placed bis signature on Texas’s
Declaration of Independence from Mexicoin March 1836.

‘© THE INSTITUTE OF TEXAN CULTURES, COURTESY MICHAELE HAYNES
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This “Public Debt of the late
Republicof Texas,” signed in 1850,

7
4 gs}m')y dien at t,(.,; tate s availalli & the Gevenment.

authorized a payment of $2,000
to Navarro for “services as com-
missioner to Santa Fe in 1841.”

@a Sestimang wherisly we havo e o ot i % i Republic of Texas President
J oﬂ’:aa, ot B, 1 MVMM -y '* Mirabeau B. Lamar organizedthe
f . &6 1 w&g % | Santa Fe Expedition and appoint-

/

ed Navarro one of four civil com-
missioners. The groupwascaptured
near Santa Fe and marched to
Mexico, where Navarro was con-
victed of treason and imprisoned
forthreeyears. The drawing below
by Thom Ricks incorporates

T

in Houston, where he championed the
rights of the Tejanos who had been the
original colonists to Texas. According
to McDonald and Matovina, Navarro
“pleaded in vain for the enactment of
legislation which would have aided
Tejanos who had no title to their lands,
could not speak English and lacked the
finances and familiarity with the legal
system necessary for lawsuits.”

n 1841, still flushed with the suc-

cess of winning Texas from the

Mexican government, Texas
President Mirabeau B. Lamar organized
the Santa Fe Expedition. His goal was
to exercise control over the claimed
boundary to the headwaters of the Rio
Grande. Lamar appointed Navarro one
of four civil commissioners of the expe-
dition.

The 321 people making up the Santa
Fe Expedition left Brushy Creek near
Austin on June 19, 1841. Water was
scarce, and the party suffered a num-
ber of setbacks, including desertion by
their Mexican guide and difficult trav-

eling conditions. In October, the entire
group was taken by the Mexican mili-
tary near Santa Fe, New Mexico, and
the prisoners were marched to Mexico
City.

In Mexico City, Navarro was con-
victed of treason and imprisoned. Santa
Anna offered him freedom in exchange
for renouncing Texas. “I have sworn
to be a good Texan, and I will never
forswear,” said Navarro. He remained
in prison until Santa Anna was over-
thrown in 1844. Navarro returned to
Texas a hero. He had signed the
Declaration of Independence and had
suffered in prison under the notorious
Santa Anna.

Political change washeaded for Texas
again. In 1845 the U.S. Congress
approved a resolution that would bring
Texas into the Union as a state, and
Texas had to present a state constitu-
tion for congressional approval by
January 1, 1846. Navarro was appoint-
ed to the convention that would write
the new constitution.

Ttwas during this process that Navarro

Navarro’sbrand and leg irons sym-
bolic of the time he spent in prison.

‘® AACHIVES DIVISION, TEXAS STATE LIBRARY

INSTITUTE OF TEXAN CULTURES

made some of his mostimpassioned pleas
onbehalfofthe Tejano citizens of Texas.
It was widely accepted at the time that
African slaves would not have the right
to vote, and there was doubt as to
whether the right should be extended
to Mexican citizens. The proposed
wording extended voting rights to the
“free white population” of Texas.

A request that the word “white” be
deleted was met with the following
speech by F.J. Moore of Harris County:
“Strike out the term ‘white,” and what
will be the result? Hordes of Mexican

Texas Parks & Wildlife 7



Indians may come in here from the
West.... Silently they will come mov-
ing in; they will ccme back in thou-
sands to Bexar, in thousands to Goliad,
perhaps to Nacogdcches, and whatwill
be the consequence: Ten, twenty, thir-
ty, forty, fifty thousand may come in
here, and vanquish you at the ballot box.”

Another delegate argued that the
word “white” didn’t mean anything.
Navarroresponded: “If the word ‘white’
means anything at cll it means a great
deal, and ifitdoesn’tmean anything. . it
is odious and should be left out.” The
word was struck from the constitution.

Navarro also defznded the validity
of Mexican land grants, arguing that
excessive requirements for land enti-
tlementdenied longstanding landown-
ers their legitimate claims. In one
particularly heated session, Navarro
reacted notwith angzr but with humor,
proposing thatholders of Mexican land
grants be required “to enclose same land
with a stone wall on all sides of eight
yards at least.”

he people of 3an Antonio elect-
I ed Navarro their first state sen-
ator, where he continued his
advocacy on behalf of “the old settlers
of Texas, who are wantonly attacked
by those who come into the country
with their clean hands, to snatch from
them the fruits [of land ownership]
acquired by perseverance and fortitude.”
Navarro County, organized in 1846, was
named in honor o the 51-year-old
statesman, and the county seat was
named Corsicanain honor of his father’s
birthplace, the island of Corsica.
In 1853, the Navarros sold their San
Geronimo Ranch. They built a house
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and ¢ two-story building, which they
rented as a store, on theirloton Laredo
Streetin San Antonio. The couple’s five
children were grown by the time José
Antonio and Margarita moved to Sar
Antoaio. Son Angel had attended col-
lege in St. Louis, Missouri, then went
on to law school at Harvard, where he
wrote in 1849: “We have very good pro-
fessors and an excellent library: I have
no doubt that this institution affords
greater facilities than anv other in the
country. The country and climate of
the north, I do not like at all.... The
extreme cold is anything but pleasant.”
Anze.Navarro graduated from Harvard
and returned to Texas, where he served
two terms in the state legislature and
worked closely with Sam Houston.
The Know-Nothing Party, a prod-
uct of racial and religious antagonism,
cameto Texasin the 1850s, andin 1854
the pzrty won the San Antonio mayor’s
raczanda city council sea=. The Know-
Nothings’ bigotry threatened not only
Mexican Texansbutall Texans, and fol-
lowing the elections there was a unity
of purpose between many Anglos and
Tejanosin San Antonio. Navarrowrote
a letter to be read at a public meeting,
anc it was greeted with “unbounded
apglaase,” according to the record:

Navarro lived in bts San Anzonio hom: from
1823 until bis dearh in 1871. Hir dazghter
soia the property in 1376, ana n the fellnving
yeass the three buildiags were ased for & vari-
et of purposes, incuding a cafe m the 19305,
above. The San Anzonio Conservation Society
bought the site ana vestored it in 1960.

“Letus discard all distinctions and jeal-
ousy of old naticnalities; 1ere we live,
here are our firesides; this Government
protects and suzports us. upholds and
guards our rights and privileges. We
are covered by the Ame-ican banner;
let us cling to it, and if required sacri-
fice our lives in defending ir.” The ‘et-
ter later was published in both Enzlish
ard Spanish newspapers.

San Antonio in the 1850s was 1 vast-
ly different place from what t had been
during Navarro’s youth According to
McDonald and Matovina, “Despitz the
efforts of Navarro and other Tejano
leaders to defend their people’s inter-
ests, Tejano economic and political
influence diminished signif cantlya-San
Antonioafter U.S. annexaticnin 1 §45.”
Tejanos made up less thar: hzlf thz pop-
ulation of San Antonio in 1850, for the
first time since te city was established.
In 1860, the Tejano population dropped
toslightly less thar one-tkird. Tejanos’



land holdings were diminishing as well,
as was their political influence. Tejanos
held five of eight city council seats in
1845; in 1860 they held none.
Navarro grew concerned that Texas
history was being rewritten, highlight-
ing the actions of Anglo-Americans and
ignoring Tejano history altogether.
The Battle of the Alamo and the Goliad
massacre were still fresh in the mem-
ory of many Anglo Texans, and there
was a great antipathy toward all
Mexicans. One popularly held view
was that Tejanos were morallyand intel-
lectually impoverished before the Anglo-
American influence offered them a
better life. One 1853 article said that
the history of Texas is little more than
“pointless power struggles.”

avarro took up his pen.In 1853
and again in 1857 he wrote a
history of the revolution to
overthrow Spanish rule in and around
San Antonio. The articles were trans-
lated into English and published in sev-
eral installments in the San Antonio
Ledger and other newspapers. In 1869
they were published as a book under
the name Apuntes historicos interesantes
de San Antonio de Bexar, (“Interesting
Historical Commentaries on San
Antonio de Bexar”).
“The point he made,” said David
McDonald of the Navarro House State

Navarro County was named in honor of
the Tejano statesman. This statue of fosé
Antonio Navarro was erected on the lawn
of the Navarro County courthouse in 1936,
Texas’s centennialyear. The statue received
a complete refurbishing last year from
Corsicana vesident Lester Pettengill, pic-
tured bere.

Historical Park, “was that Mexicans were
brave and courageous people who
fought for independence against Spain
and made many sacrifices; that there
were bloody and terrible struggles, and
that Mexicans fought for their inde-
pendence just as George Washington
and the American patriots did.” While

Navarro’s intent was to clarify Tejanos’
role in Texas history, the articles, or
apuntes, also are a fascinating eyewit-
ness account of a turbulent era.
Toward the end of the 1850s, yet
another change was headed for Texas.
Rumblings of secession from the Union
were spreading through the South.

& KEVIN PAINTER
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Texans initially were ambivalent, but
support for the movement grew and in
1861 a secession convention opened in
Austin. Navarro, who had accepted
and even promoted the many changes
occurring in Texas during his lifetime,
adamantly opposed separating Texas
from the United States. In 1859, he
wrote to Samuel Maverick, declining
an invitation to speak at a public meet-
ing but making his feelings clear. He
said secession “would be the greatest
calamity to our great, glorious and ever
to be cherished American Union.”

Margarita Navarrodiedin 1861, and
José Antonio Navarro divided the last
years of his life between his home on
Laredo Street and his Atascosa Ranch.
His friend Narciso Leal described him
in 1869: “His appearance is of the
Spanish type. He has an aquiline nose,
a pure ruddy color of face, and the uni-
form whiteness of his complete head
of hair delicately frames his wide fore-
head.”

Navarro died at hishome on January
14, 1871, at the age of 75. During his
lifetime, Texas had passed from Spain
to Mexico, to the Republic, tothe U.S.,
to the Confederacy and back to the U.S.
Navarro not only was a witness, but an
active participant in this march of his-
toric events. The San Antonio Daily
Herald wrote upon his death: “Tonone
of her greatest statesmen, nor to her
many eminent patriots, is Texas more
indebted for her existence asa Republic,
than José Antonio Navarro. .. his mem-
ory will be cherished with the fondest
regard.” His friend Ruben Potter wrote:
“Navarro left a name which should be
honored...and his heroic deeds should
command the admiration of men.” #
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José Antonio Navarro State Historical Park

In 1856, George Kendall, who had

- been with José Antonio Navarro on

the ill-fated Santa Fe Expedition,
wrote to Thomas Falconer, anoth-
er member of the expedition, that
Navarro had constructed a “new
and very tidy house” on Laredo
Street in San Antonio.

Today that “tidy house,” where
Navarro lived from 1853 until his

“deathin 1871, is open tovisitors and

offers a peek into the life of a San
Antonio family in the mid-19th cen-
tury. José Antonio Navarro State
Historical Park, or “Casa Navarro,”
is tucked away in the western end of
downtown San Antonio near Market
Square. The site consists of three
buildings made of adobe and lime-
stone surrounding a gracious court-
yard where adobe brick-making
demonstrations take place.
Exhibits at Casa Navarro detail
Navarro’s life and historical events

- in San Antonio during the 19th cen-

tury. Furnishings in the home reflect
those typical of the era. Navarro was
known to be a frugal person. His
friend Narciso Leal wrote in 1869:
“The furniture and various items
which make up the furnishing of his
home immediately convey the idea
that this honorable compatriot is a
member of that small body of men
whose simple and unchanging cus-
toms embodies both knowledge and
recreation.” Tax records indicate
the Navarros owned a piano, and the

home’s furnishings include a piano
of the period. On a desk is a copy of
Navarro’s will, in his own hand-
writing,

The three buildings traditionally
have been referred to as the house,
the kitchen and the law office. But
according to Superintendent David
McDonald, only the identity of the
house is certain. In 1870, Navarro
described the buildings as his house
and “the roomsat the corner of Nueva
Street.” The square, two-story build-
ing called the law office or the store
more likely was rented to individu-
als. And the three-room building

NAVARRO
BICENTENNIAL
CELEBRATION

In honor of the 200th anniver-
sary José Antonio Navarro’s birth,
the San Antonio Guitar Quartetwill
perform a benefit concert at 7:30
p-m. on Sunday, February 26 at San
Fernando Cathedral. Donations of
$10 per adult and $5 per child will
benefit the statue fund.

Apre-concertreceptionand open
house will take place from 1 p.m. to
4 p.m. on February 26 at the José
Antonio Navarro State Historical
Park, 228 South Laredo. Members
of the San Antonio Living History
Association will attend in costume.
The public is invited to attend, and
there is no admission charge.

For informatdon about either

event call 210-226-4801.




called zhe k-tchen was used as a res-
idenceinthz20th century and prob-
ably in the 19th century, as well.
McDonald, who has interprated
many of Navarro’s writngs, is a
wealth of information zbcut the
Tejano statesman. Mcst pecple who
come tc the site are unfamilicr w.th
Navarro, he said. “I've sezn pecple
come in here and say. ‘Oh, he signed
thz Declzrazon of Independe=cz. e
was on oar side.” Thea peoplz from
Mexico corie in and say, ‘He sigred
the Declzraton of Independer.ce, did
he? Hewas asell-out.” Both ex:remes
are przeumptuous. Navarro was
elected by the people of San Ancnio
to atterd the convention in _§36.”
Fol cawirg the death of Navarro’s
w-fe Margaritain 1861, thzir czagh-

o
2an A-teric
Fivar

ter Jos=2a and her child-en
moved into thz Laredo Street
home with her father. She
inherited the home upon
Navarrc’sdezthin 1871, and
her husband was murdered
the same year. She lived therz
five more years. In 1876, her
childrer. grown, shz sold th2
property.

Althcugh the well-built
structtres never fell into ruins, they
were schedued for demoition in
196C. The San Antenio Conservation
Socizty bougt the site and restored
it. In 1962 itwasregistered asz Texas
Historical Landmark, and in 1972
itwasplaced cn the National Register
of Histcric Places. The Szn Antonio
Conse-vation Society don:ted thessite
to the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department in 1975.

This year, the bicentennial of
Navarro’s bi-th and the size's 20th
anniversary asastate histor-cal park,
anew zcdition is coming to the neigh-
borhood. A I:fesize bronze statue of
Navarro, arm outstretched, will stand
at tae corner of Commerce and
Santa Rosa. Sculp:or Joras Perkins
envisions the figure to be poirting

Fosé Antonio Navarro State Historical
Park in San Antonio provides infor-
mation about Navarro’s life and
career. On the desk pictured below is
a copy of Navarro’s will in his own

banduwriting.

© LAURENCE PARENT

symbolically toward the Mexican
history and heritage of Texas that
kas been ignored or distorted. On
the statue’s pedestal will be a quote
from Navarro’s friend Narciso Leal:
“Dedicated champion of the peoples’
rigats.”

Casa Navarro is located at 228
Scuth Laredo Street, southeast of
Merket Square. Itis open seven days
a week from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
February through July. August
-hrough January itis open 1 p.m. to
4p.m.on Wednesday and Thursday
:rd 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday and
Szturday. Admission is $2 for adults
ard $1 for children.

For more information call 210-

225-4801.

© LAURENCE PARENT
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Return of the
APILOMA DO

These diminutive falcons have been absent from Texas’s coastal prairie

Jor decades, but an intensive restoration effort by the Peregrine Fund

organization is bringing them back.

Article by Linda Laack, Photos by Larry Ditto

Each year, thousands of people

head to the Rio Grande Valley to view
the spectacular and varied birdlife.
With more than 400 species native to
the area, it is a birder’s paradise. This
year, bird enthusiasts will have one more
reason tosearch the skies of deep South
Texas, because aplomado falcons are
being reintroduced into this part of their
historic range.

The strikingly beautiful raptor is a
diminutive member of the falcon fam-
ily, about the size of a common pigeon.
Its cinnamon-colored breast and legs
and dark abdominal band give it the
appearance of a dapper gentleman
decked out in a cummerbund. The
teardrop-shaped darkline below the eye
and the buffy stripe running from the
eye to the neck also are distinctive fea-
tures. This little falcon is likely to be
seen perched onayucza or chasing prey
by flying low to the ground and fol-
lowing move for move the flight of
smaller birds.

Aplomado falcons once were com-
mon throughout the humid prairies and
savannas of South Texas, from
Brownsville to the Ccastal Bend. They
also were found in the more arid grass-
lands of West Texas. Records of early
naturalists show that more nests and
eggs of aplomados were collected in
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South Texasaround the turn of the cen-
tury than were eggs of either the white-
tailed hawk or the crested caracara, two
species still common today. So what hap-
pened to the aplomado falcon?

Itbegan to decline in numbersaround
the 1930s and by the 1940s it was all
but gone. The last known nestin Texas
was found in Brooks County in 1941,
although individuals were seen until the
late 1950s. The reason for the rapid
decline of these dashing falcons is some-
whatofamystery. Several factors, how-
ever, have been implicated, including
habitatalteration and eggshell thinning
from pesticide accumulation. Between
1920 and 1940, much of the Texas Gulf
Coast prairie was converted to agri-
culture. Even the remaining grassland
was altered because fire control pre-
vented the spread of natural wildfires
upon which many prairie plants depend.
Without wildfires many of the native
prairies became overgrown with brushy
vegetation. In West Texas, overgraz-
ing also took its toll on native grass-
lands. The drought years of the 1930s
and 1940s added to the degradation of
these arid grasslands by favoring exot-
icspecies of grasses over natives, break-
ing the complex diversity of natural
grasslands.

While the aplomado already was on

the decline from habitat changes, the
introduction of pesticides suchas DD'T
into the food chain may have pushed
the aplomado over the edge. DD T was
used extensively in agriculture during
the 1940s and 1950s. As a predator at
the top of the food chain, aplomados
accumulated pesticides from prey ani-
mals such as grackles, blackbirds and
larks. This pesticide accumulation prob-
ably caused eggshell thinning, so that
most eggs broke before they could
hatch. Aplomado falcons were not the
only species to suffer from this prob-
lem. Bald eagles, peregrine falcons,
brown pelicans and several other preda-
tory birdsalso declined during this same
period. With the banning of DDT in
the early 1960s, many of these species
have made remarkable comebacks.
Unfortunately for the aplomado falcon,
by the time the pesticide problem was
improving, aplomados had disappeared
from the United States and probably
northeastern Mexico as well.

Today, many grasslands are in bet-
ter health than they were 40 years ago.
Range science has shown the impor-
tance of fires to grassland systems and
many land managers are using fire to
control brush. While some of these
grasslands are on the mend, one thing
missing from the landscape is the aplo-

PHOTOS © LARRY DITTO



APLOMADO FALCON




mado falcon, keeping watch over the
prairie from its perch on a yucca. This
void prompted the Peregrine Fund, a
private organization dedicated to restor-
ing birds of prey to their historic range,
to bring this little falcon back to Texas.

The Peregrine Fund collected 25
live aplomado falcons from southern
Mexico between 1977 and 1988 for a
captive breeding program. Under the
care of dedicated biologists, the aplo-
mados successfully bred and increased
innumbers. By 1985, there were enough
aplomados in captivity to attempt some
small experimental releases. Twenty-
fouryoungaplomados were released on
Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife
Refuge and two private ranches along
coastal South Texas between 1985 and
1989. Peter Jenny, vice president of the
Peregrine Fund, said “We learned a lot
from those firstreleases. One thing that
we had to bevery careful of was to release
the birds in areas relatively free of the
falcon’s natural predators, such as great
horned owls. Another nemesis of the
falcon, which was a surprise to us, was
the scissor-tailed flycatcher. These
tough little birds would mob inexperi-
enced young aplomados and chase them
from the area.” At least two of these
early released falcons still are seen on
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Rangz manage:s use five © cortrol brush ard improve grassland babitat. Such babitat
fwprevement projects paves the way for efferts o bring back the aplmado fideon.

a reguar Lasis, one aear E-ownsville
and another close ro Fzl-urrias.

Peregrine Fund biologists quickly
realized that to have 1 truly successful
reintroduction, they nezded to release
many birds at once so that the fzlcons
could f:nd each other to pair anc breed.
For several years they rezzined the
young hirds born in czptivizy to increase
their brezcing stock. Now, after years
of captive breeding, they zre able to
release alarger number ofbirds. “During
the summers of 1993 znd 1994 we
released 36 young aplomados at two sites
on the Laguna Atascasa Nationa!
Wildlife Refuge,” said J2nnv. “For the
next few years, we hcpe to rzlease 20
to 50 b:rds at a timz.”

The procsssinvolvedinre zasir g the
birdsis verylabor-intensive. Young aplo-
mado chicks, about 30 Zays old, arz Jown
in by airplane from the Peregrine Fund's
breeding facility in Boise, Idaho. They
then arz plzced in a “hzcking tower,”
a specizlly designed box set or. Holes
about 1) fezt off the ground. One side

Peter Jemny, left, vice presudzat of the
Peregrine Fund, and Steve Thow:pson,
manager <f thz Laguna Atascesa Narional
Wildlife Refuze, examine cne of the aplo-
mado falcons released om the vefge. Dourmg
1993 and 1994, 36 young aplemadss wer:
released ar vw» sites on Lagura Atczcoca

of the boxisscreened so t'-e young birds
canview their new envircnment. They
are fed frcm a hole in the kack of the
Scx to minimize hurran contact. While
thz caicks still zre in the box, the two-
person faleon crew checks for preda-
ro=s end scares off any owls or coyotes
they see rcaming the area. After about
a week, thz falcons zre old enough to
fledgz and the screer is reroved. This
is the falcons’ first taste of freedom and
they zreapprehensive at fi-st. They ten-
tatively walk out on their front porch
and ook around. The fladglings flap
theirwings to test the wind. Gradually,
one by one, they fly first to the ground
znd then o nearby roosts. Soon all
the falcons are flying, although they
clealy lack the aerial grace of adult
aplamados

The birds’ first week of f~eedom is
che most critical. Young aplemado fal-
cons have to learn where to roost at
~ight undetected by predators. Hack
site attencant Jorge Montejo Diaz
explained that some of tae birds will
roostatop t-ees wherz owls can see their
silhavette. Other falzons may roost on
tae ground and be vulnerab'e to coy-
otes. “If it is early :n the evering and a
falcen roosts poorly, we can flush the
bird so tha: it tries for a Hetter spot,”
Diaz caid. “If it roosts in = bad location



when it is just getting dark, about all
we can do is pray and hope the fledg-
ling makes it through the night. The
next evening we will stand where the
falcon roosted previously tokeep it from
that area and to encourage it to roost
inasafersite.” Eventually the birdslearn
toroost near the trunk of a tree or with-
in the fronds of a yucca, but not before

Young aplomado chicks from the Peregrine
Fund’s breeding facility in Boise, Idaho,
are placed in a “hacking tower, "where they
are fed and allowed to examine their new
environment before being released.

giving their worried caretakers a few
sleepless nights.

As the aplomados mature they begin
to develop hunting skills. Like all young-
sters, falcon chicks love to play, and they
spend much of the day chasing each
other and anything in their path. They
have been observed dive-bombing coy-
otes and following vultures, kites and
gulls. These larger animals seem to tol-
erate the childish antics of the falcons.
These games of tag strengthen the
fledglings’ flying ability and train them
to follow their prey closely. Soon they

become agile enough to catch an occa-
sional grasshopper, dragonfly or small
bird, although early hunting attempts
usually are unsuccessful. Itmay take sev-
eral weeks before they regularly catch
prey. Meanwhile, the hack site atten-
dants put food out for the falcons,
reducing the handouts as the young rap-
tors become more proficient hunters.

On each succeeding day the falcons
become more graceful and independent.
Usually by the seventh week the young
birds nolongerare returning to the hack
tower. T'o monitor the success of the
reintroduction effort and learn more
about where falcons go once they are
on their own, each bird is fitted with a
tail-mounted radio transmitter so that
it can be tracked. New Mexico State
University graduate student Chris Perez
has the ambitious task of following about
20 independent falcons. “I expect that
I'will be traveling all over coastal South
Texas and probably northern Mexico
trying to follow the birds,” Perez said.
“The range of my radio equipment is
only about two miles on the ground,
but it’s six miles or more from an air-
plane. [ may be flying almost as much
as the falcons.” Perez hopes to deter-
mine the survival of released falcons,
what habitats they prefer and what
their movement patterns are.

Steve Thompson, manager of Laguna
Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge, is
happy to have the falcons return to the
refuge. “Resource managers,” he said,
“spend most of their time simply try-
ing not to lose ground. Seldom do they
get the chance to improve a situation
for a rare species. It is a great feeling
to give a second chance to a beautiful
bird like the aplomado falcon. I enjoy
watching them flying free in their nat-
ural habitatand I'm optimistic that with-
in the next few years, I will be seeing
these same birds nest and raise young
here on the refuge. That will give
everyone involved with this project a
sense of accomplishment.” *

Linda Laack is a U.S. Fish & Wildlife

Service biologist working at the Laguna
Atascosa N.W.R.
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OUTDOOREIBOOKS

Birding
A Nature Company Guide

By Joseph Forshaw, Steve Howell,
Terence Lindsey, Rich Stallcup.
Introduction by Greg Butcher.
1994. 288 pages. The Nature
Company, 750 Hearst Avenue,
Berkeley, California 94710.
Hardcover, $24.95.

“Step out your door, almost
anywhere in the world, and,
within minutes, you will see birds
of one kind or another.” So
begins a new Nature Company
guide designed to get readers
interested in, and adept ct, bird-
ing.

More than a field guide,
“Birding” is a comprehensive
look at the avian world. Concise
accounts of bird biology, behav-
iorand life cycles provide a foun-
dation for developing bird
identification skills. A chapter
called “Birding at Home” offers
information about feeders, types
of food and gardening for birds.
Another chapter, called “Going
Birding,” offers tips on choos-
ing binoculars and spotting
scopes. This chapteralso gets you
started on ways to identify birds
based on their behavior, eye
markings, wing bars and calls.

The book’s unique abitat
bird finder organizes bird pro-
files according to the types of
places they most likely are to be
seen. For example, egrets and
herons most often are found in
wetlands. Cactus wrens and
pyrrhuloxias are birds of the
deserts. The book offers advice
on looking for birds in six types
of habitats, all of which are found
in Texas: urban areas, woodlands,
grasslands, wetlands, seashores
and deserts. Some 200 bird pro-
files are included, with illustra-
tions, a range map and field
notes on each.

“Birding” is written for the
aspiring bird watcher, but even
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more experienced dirders will
enjoy the historical features and
the color photographs and ill1s-
trations, numbering more t-an
1,000. Aresource directory in the
tack of tae book lists further read-
ing, birdirg hotlines, birding
crganizatons and a glossary.

“W:designed this book to gzt
recple excited about birding, to
snow them the beauty and vari-
ety often observed only by the
experierced birder,” said
Catherine Kouts, vice presidznt
of procuct development for Te
Mature Company. “We wan-to
teach people to love watch ng
birds.”

“Birding” is available only at
the more than 120 Nature
Compary storesin the U.S. zad
Canada. To find the nearest
store, or tc order the book by
mail, call 1-800-227-1114.

Mary-Love Bigcsy

Land of Bears
and Honey

By Joe C. Truett and Daniel W, Lery.
Introduction by Francis Edward
Abernethy. 1984. Firs-paperbzcx
print:ng 1994, 164 pages.
University of Texas Press, Box
7819, Austin, Texas 78713.

Mororists travelingmain high-
ways through East Texas easily

GLEN MILLS

could get a superficial impres-
sion that this region of thick pine
stands, river bottoms and grassy
glades remains relatively unsul-
lied. Unlike the Great Plains,
where practically every tillable
acre has gone under the plough,
eastern Texas seems somehow
less altered, even pristine in
spots. No impression could be
further from the truth, because
Pineywoods floraand fauna, and
the ecosystem itself, have under-
gonedrasticalteration during the
past century.

One of the most knowledge-
able and articulate observers of
these changes is wildlife and
forestry consultant Daniel W.
Lay, who for 40 years served as
a Texas Parks and Wildlife
Departmentwildlife biologistin
East Texas. His award-winning
book, “Land of Bearsand Honey:
ANarural History of East Texas,”
documents the conquest of a
wildland first by settlers, and later
by dam builders, strip miners,
developers, poachers and timber
interests.

Co-authored by researcher
Joe C. Truett, the book first was
printedin 1984. Now being reis-
sued in paperback by the
University of Texas Press, “Land
of Bears and Honey” has lost
none of its impact for those
interested in why the region is
so vastly different from what it
once was.

Lay and Truett were able to
blend straight eco-reporting with
storiesin the historical novel style
to give the reader a sense of per-
spective on how each succeed-
ing generation of intruders
managed to degrade the land.
They presentasobering roll-call
of vanished species once abun-
dantin East Texas: the red wolf,
ivory-billed woodpecker, eastern
turkey, passenger pigeon, black
bear, mountain lion, jaguar and
bison, to name a few. Even if some
of these species magically

returned to East Texas they
would not survive because of
habitat destruction. Old-growth
longleaf pines, hardwood groves
alongriver bottoms and uplands
and patches of native prairie
largely are a thing of the past as
wildlife-supporting diversity is
replaced with even-age pine plan-
tations, cut-over bottoms and
coastal bermuda grass, or sunk
beneath mighty reservoirs.

Despite the stark accounting
of lost treasures, the authors see
a slow but perceptible swing
back to a rational treatment of
East Texas’s natural resources.
Some timber companies are sav-
ing streamside hardwoods; selec-
tive timber harvest is getting
some renewed interest as an
alternative to clearcuts; a more
enlightened hunting ethic has
allowed the return of white-
tailed deer to abundance, and
evenmay bring the eastern turkey
back through restocking and
protection.

Theauthors wonder ifthe pre-
sentgeneration, considered bet-
ter educated and more
environmentally aware than their
ancestors, will be able to reverse
the destructive attitudes of the
past. “More and more today the
land is controlled by those who
were educated away from
Grandfather’s knee. This pre-
sents at once a hope and a dan-
ger for the land. There is hope
because what these people learn
from the world outside frees
them from Grandfather’s
thoughtless traditions of land
abuse. They garner the knowl-
edge to foster a new tradition of
land stewardship. But there is
danger because Grandfather
loved the land in a way that can-
notbe taught by classroom teach-
ers in a faraway city. If the
grandchildren learn of better
ways to treat the land, will they
also learn to care?”

Fim Cox



THE FOLKS AT THREE CORNERS

It took a duel with treble hooks to convince E. L.
and George that they were meant to be fishing buddies.

C\\

here were a couple of well-

knownrezsons why George
Hancock didn’t have a single
close friend :n town.

Firstand fcremost, of course,
was his dog. George Hancock’s
half-breed German shepherd
was the meansst brute that ever
breathed. There wasn’t 2 man,
woman, child cator dogintown
who hadn’t bezn scared spitless
at one time cr another by that
dog. Now, the women and chil-
dren and ani-nals just learned to
get where they were going with
wide detours around George’s
house, and they never thought
anything else about it. But the
average self-respecting male
doesn’t want to be reminded
-hat he can “ear anything. Sc the
men didn'tlike George’s dog,and

by Ezra Ward

the dislike rubbed off on George.

The second main reason
George had trouble making
friends was envy over the way he
made his living. He actually
earned a comfortable income
from writinga column aboutbeer
for newspapers all across the
country. Breweries around the
world forever were flying George
to fabuloas placesat their expense
to try different beers in the hope
that he would write something
anout them. Naturally, George
gotany beer he wanted for free.
But the only time he ever talked
any of the Three Corners men
into coming over to his place to
watch Monday nightfootball, he
served them Pearl Light.

So you can understand why
George didn’t getinvited on too

many fishing trips.

E.L. Raines knew all this. But
E.L., well, he had a hard time
making and keeping friends, too.
Itwasbad enough thathe always
wanted to talk insurance, which
was his business. Even worse, he
had a fondness for bragging and
carrying on about his fishing
prowess. Plus, he would belittle
everything his fishing partners
did—their choice of bait, hooks,
test of line, method of casting
and so on. What made these
habits all the more obnoxious was
the fact that E.L. usually did catch
the most fish in any group.
Needless to say, not many peo-
ple who went out for a day on
E.L.’s glitter-blue bass boat ever
got back in it again.

So E.L. was constantly in the

market for new fishing partners,
and that’s how he came to invite
George Hancock out one day.
They putin early up or. the lake
and started fishing for Elack bass
along the foot of the limestone
cliffs by the old river channel.

They were working rheir way
along the cliffs, casting con-
stantly. E.L. was telling George
about all the big blacks he had
ever caught and going on about
how George might do betrer if
he’d change from a white to a
yellow jig; and George, who was
just happy to be on any fishing
trip, was ignoring him. In fact,
George was payingso little atten-
tion to E.L. that his casts on the
backswing were com:ng dan-
gerously near his host.

“Say, George, you're getting
too close,” said E.L. after
George's jig popped right by his
ear. “Watch me and learn how
you should cast from ¢ boat.”

But George didn’t even turn
around, and on his next cast the
whippingjigripped E.L.’s chirt-
sleeve from shoulder to elbow
and drew blood. E.L. yelped in
pain, but still George paid him
no mind. “Look what you did!”
he shouted then and George
finally swiveled around in his seat.

“Ididn’tdo that,” Georgz said
coolly.

E.L. had just discovered the
third reason George Harcock
had no close friends, which was
hisamazing insensitivity to other
people.

“Well, who the hell do yoc
think did it?” frothed E.L.

George was unperturbed. “I
don’t know how you hurt vour-
self,” he said, causing E.L.’s eyes
to bulge outward wizh aston-

Continued on page 53...
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Dike

by G. Elaine Acker

The masts of weathered shrimp boats docked
along the dike rock gently back and forth, while
the landmark stacks of Texas City’s bayfront petro-
chemical complex stand like statues in the back-
ground. Debbie Reynolds, owner of Boyd’s One
Stop, a local bait camp and seafood market, notes
that people often are surprised that an avid fishing
community can co-exist with the industrial com-
plex. “I think over the years the chemical plants
have become more environmentally conscious,” said
Reynolds. “Texas City offes many recreational
opportunities. You can fish, sail, boat or swim.

There’s so much to do.”

18  February 1995

Shrim) boats, cbove, are mocred at ¢ dock on the Texas City Dike, a jetty that was
built for navegetion purposes, but which also serves a: a vecreation avea, with boat
ramips, bait soods and plenty of space for fishing from the granite-iined structure.



Unlike most of the narrow rock jetties along the
Texas coast, the Texas City Dike offers fishing
piers, bait houses, a boat ramp and plenty of

elbow room for anglers and picnickers.
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Located between Houston and
Galveston on Galveston Bay, Texas City
is Texas’s third largest port. But for
recreation, the city’s main attraction is
the Texas City Dike, which stretches
for more than five miles into the bay.
Originally built in the early 1900s to

protect the harbor channel, the city
proclaims the dike is the “wo

longest manmade fishing pier.” Bait
camps and beaches line the dike, and
pink granite boulders separate the road-
way from the salt water. Trawlers,
tankers, barges, sailboards and sail-
boats cruise the horizon.

Boyd’s One-Stop has been a Texas
City favorite for 20 years, and Debbie
Reynolds has owned the bait camp for

Built in the early 1900s, the Texas City Dike
stretches five miles into Galveston Bay. In the
foreground is a 600-foot-long pier that offers
some of the deepest-water pier fishing on the

Texas coast.

20 February 1995

the past five. Her store, like othersa

the dike, offers live and dead bait, arti-
ficial lures, tackle and picnic supplies.
“We have what you want to go fish-
ing,” said Reynolds, “and we have what
youwantifyou didn’t catch anything!”
For hungry fishermen with an empty
creel, Reynolds stocks fresh shrimp,
crabs, whole fish and fish fillets.

L) =1




© HILAARD STUCRTUN

According to Reynolds, light tackle
such as trcut rods and reels are ade-
quate “or wace fishin.g or bay Hoat fish-
ing fcr trout, flouncer arc redfish.
Heavier surfreelsare recommended for
offshore catches such as king macker-
el, lirg and shark. “Anytime you can
get live bair, tha”s the dest,” said
Reynolds. “Inshore, you might want to
usz live shrimp, anc offshare, we rec-
ommend live mul 22" A 600-foot, light-
ed Jshing pier a: the end of the dike
cfer: some of the deepest water pier

© RUSS WILKINS

fishing on -he Texas coast, and a boat
remp provides access for those who trail-
er zaeir boas to the bay.

There are no lifeguards on duty
along the d-ke, and posted signs remind
visizors to exercise caution. In particu-
lar, swimmers are warned about the
dangers cf undertows, rip currents and
sink holes.

Nezr the dize, historical parks com-
memorate Texas City’s past, and dri-
v-rgcursincludesites such as Victorian
nomes and early settlements—areas

TEXAS CITY DIKE

Texas Cityislozated 31 miles souta
of Houston. From Hecuston, take
1-45 southto FA 1764 aad turn easr.
FM 1764 dead-eads at Bay Stree=.
T-rn right on Bay Street, and

-~
Ga veston Bay and the entrance to
the cike w-ll be immediately on the
left. For more information, write the
Texas City Chamber of Commerce,
P.C. Box 3330, Texas City, Texas
77592, orczl 409-935-1408 or 713-
280-3517.

Boyd’s One-Stop is
oonen during the winter

from 6 a.m. untl 9 p.m.
and during the summer
frem 5 a.m. until 10 p.m.,
weekdays, and 4:30 a.m.
unt1midnight, weekends.
Fe- information on
Gelveston Bay, maps or
guide services, call 409-

945-4001.

Sai’hzat enthusiasts, Jeft, use thenorth side of the Texas
City Dike to beach ieiv craft besiween outirgs on the
bay. Above is the archor from the French freighter
Grard Camp, which exploded tn 1947. The 2xplosior
hurled the anchor onto vhe dike about a balf-mile away.

once frequenred by the pirzie Jear
Lafitte.

Anchor Park marks one of Texas
City’s greatest disasters, which occurred
onApril 16, 1947. The French freighter
Grand Camip exploded, killing 576 peo-
ple, injuring £,000 and destroying more
than $67 million in property. The
10,640-pornd ancherlecated in the park
was founc bu-ied cre-half mile from
the scene of -he explosion.

Bay Street Park marks Texas City as
the birthpace of the U.S. Air Force,
paying tribute to the First Aero
Squadron of the U.S. Army. The first
of its kind in the naton, the syuadron
was statior ed at Texas City frem 1913
to 1915 durinz border troubles caused
by the revolution in Mexico. Although
the pilots anc enlisted men were not
engaged in combat, they mace aerial
maps and set flight records for distancz
and speec.

Mostof -he flightrzcordssetin Texas
City today are by the brown pelicans
and laughing gulls that pursuz shrim>
boats across the bay. Like their human
counterparts, they fish along the dike,
enjoy an ocean breeze and anticipate
the flavor of fresh seatood. *

Elaine Acker is a freetance writer living
in Austin.
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WOO0DS & WATERS _

Off-Season Gun and Scope Care

Aquail hunter, tired aftera day’s
huntand in a hurry to get home,
slips his shotgun, still warm from
firing, into a soft vinyl czse, zips
the sheath shut and puts it with
his other gear in the vehic e. He'll
clean the gun tomorrow, he
thinks.

Ifthe weatheriswarm, he may
turn on the air conditioner dur-
ing the trip home. Or the weath-
er may be cool or evea cold.
Either way, the combinztion of
a warm gun and cool tempera-
ture results in condensation.
Since the vinyl can’t breathe, it
traps moisture inside the case.
“Unless the gun is cleaned right
away, it will take only three or
four days for rust toappear,” said
Dudley Steapp of Mason a gun-
smith for 35 years. “And inabout
a week, there will be pitting.”

The weather is a firearm’s
enemy, even indoors. It makes
bad things happen, often when
the gunisidle, out ofsigh=. Most
hunters know that proper gun
care is required before moth-
balling a firearm for several
months between hunting s=asons.
Butletusnot forget, maintznance
is equally important during the
hunting season.

When arifle gets damp, mois-
ture can settle in hidden places
a wipe cloth can’t reach. “A soft
vinyl case is intended to protect
agun only when traveling to and
from hunts,” Steapp said. “When
you gethome, take the gua from
the case. Ithelps toleave the case
unzipped during the trip home.
This permits any condersation
to escape. You shouldn’: store
a gun in a soft case for any
length of time. That’s ask-ng for
trouble.”

Whena gunisbeing uszd fre-
quently, any evidence of rust the
hunter sees usually can be treat-
ed before the damage is perma-
nent. Butthisisn’t the rule during
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the off-season. Unless you inspect
your gun regularly, rusting can
accelerate rapidly. How fast it
advances will depend on humid-
ityand how the gun was serviced
before it was stored. Also, main-
tenance atseason’s end will assure
the gun is functioning properly
when it again is called to duty.
If you are experiencing any
mechanical problems witha gun,
take it to a gunsmith before
storing. Don’t wait until just
before the next season when the
rush is on.

According to Steapp, main-
tenance should include;

Shotgun

Ifthe gun has a detachable bar-
rel, take it off. This makes clean-
ing easier. Pay particular
attention to the chamber. When
the gun is opened in the field,
the change of temperature may
cause condensation. The print
on a plastic shell will mix with
this moisture, and this can result
in a residue resembling rust. If
left uncleaned the residue can
lead to pitting, and it also can

cause shells to stick in the cham-
ber. This can be aggravating,
especially with an auto-loader
when the hard-to-eject shell
slows the cycle and the gun jams.

Take a wire brush of the right
size (gauge), dip it in bore sol-
vent, and thoroughly swab the
bore and chamber using a clean-
ing rod. Leave the bore and
chamber wet with solvent for 15
to 20 minutes—time to dissolve
the plastic that has rubbed off
from waddings—and then make
10 passes with the brush through
the bore before swabbing out the
solvent and grime with a clean-
ing patch. Steapp said the best
patch is a piece of regular paper
towel, which is just abrasive
enough to clean out the solvent.
Put a couple of drops of gun oil
on a patch and coat the cham-
ber or bore. Don’t spray oil, either
the petroleum type orasilicone-
based synthetic oil, directly into
the barrel. If you store the gun
vertically, any excess oil may
run down onto the stock and
stain it.

Most gas-operated repeating
shotguns utilize some sort of pis-
ton mechanisms that collect car-
bon. This carbon should be
removed after shooting about a
half case of shells or before off-
season storing. A solvent or lac-
quer thinner will do a good job.
For the trigger mechanism, use
a spray cleaner made especially
for this sort of thing—a cleaner
only, not a lubricant. If the gun
has screw-in choke tubes, the tube
should be removed from the
barrel and the barrel threads and
tube threads cleaned to remove
grime and carbon. Special clean-
ers are available for choke-tube
maintenance. Wipe external
metal parts with a few drops of
oilonaragoruseasilicone-based
spray, which alsois good for wip-
ing the stock and cleaning dirt
from checkering. “A silicone-
based spray will protect the metal
for only about 45 days,” Steapp
warned. “There are, however,
special lubricants made for long-
term storage, up to a year.”

Rifle

The same general rules apply
for off-season rifle storage,
although preparation is a little

GLEN MILLS



There are anumber of products on the mer-
wet for clecning scope and binocubar l2nses,
above. Gunsiitos warn never to use spray
penetrating od-type Lroducts avound s-ofes,

as they can damage :pe lens.

1 fferent. First, rermove the belt
and wipe it with a silicone-base
zleaner/lubricant Clean the face
ofitwherz brass particles can ccl-
lect. An old tco-hkrush does a
good job. Take the rifle out of
the stock tc see if any rust has
invaded meral that is hidden by
wood. Clzar. the hare with awire
brush and colvent, leaving the
bore wet with solvent for atlezst
15 minutes, then swzbbingitwith
a tight-fittng zctron flannel
patch. (A piece of paper towel
won't work.) Make 10 or more
passes th-ovgh thebore with tae

brush. Steapp said a clean-
ing rod with a rotating
handle works best.
Without rotation, the
brush cleans only the lands
on the “rifling” inside the
barrel. But with a handle
that allows a rotating
motion, both lands and
grooves are cleaned.
Finally, take aloose patch,
add a few drops of lubri-
cantand runitthrough the
bore. Don’t try to clean
the trigger mechanism;
leave that to a gunsmith
if there is a problem.

It’s a good idea to take
a gun to a gunsmith for
preventive maintenance about
every third year. The gunsmith
should completely disassemble
the shotgun or rifleand cleanand
oil it to be sure everything is in
working order. Special toolsand
expertise are required in most
cases to take a gun apart.

As for scope sights, little oft-
season care is required. It pays
-0 use some type of caps to pro-
-ect the lenses from dust. Go to
a camera store and buy a soft
orush made for cleaning lenses.
Trying to clean the glass even
with a soft rag when dust is pre-

BILL REAVES

GLEN MILLS

Dudley Steapp, let uses a clearing rod to swab the bore of a shot-
cun at his gun hap in Mason. Abyce, Steapp uses a brush and sol-
vent to clean resiaue from a rifte boli assembly.

sent will result in scratches.
Otherwise, just wipe the scope
housing with lubricantwhen you
wipe the rifle. Never use a spray
penetrating oil-type product
around scopes. It can ruin lens-
esand cause mounting screws to
loosen.

by Russell Tinsley

For more information

Tolearn more about gun safe-
ty, care and maintenance, attend
a hunter education course. Call
1-800-253-4536for course infor-
mation or 512-389-4999 for
brochures on gun maintenance
and cleaning.

B e

Boat Registration
Shows Upturn

The total number of boats
registered in Texas in 1994
appears to indicate the boating
industry may be recovering from
a slump that occurred between
1992 and 1993.

Asof August31,1994, the boat
registration section of the Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department
counted 601,583 registered craft,
up from 588,973 on the same date
in 1993—the lowest count in
more than 10 years.

The 1994 total still is some-
what below the 10-yearaverage,
asregistrations held fairly steady
ataround 606,000 between 1986
and 1991, according to Howard
Kidwell, section head.

“There are several ways to esti-
mate boating activity, butit’s dif-
ficult to distinguish which are new
boatsales, renewals or title trans-
fers of used boats,” Kidwell said.
“However, counting the num-
ber of registered boats ona given
day each year shows definite
trends.”

Nationally, Texas ranked fifth
in registered boats in 1992,
according to figures from the
National Marine Manufacturers

Association. Michigan led with
877,381 that year, followed by
California, Minnesota, Florida
and Texas.

P

Zebco Donates Funds
For Kids’ Casting
Pond

Zebco Corporation has donat-
ed $150,000 to the Parks and
Wildlife Foundation of Texas
Inc. to be used for construction
of akids’ casting and fishing pond
atthe Texas Freshwater Fisheries
Center being built in Athens.

The two-acre pond will be
stocked with rainbow troutin the
winter, channel catfish in sum-
mer and sunfish all year.
Volunteers will provide fishing
instruction.

Construction of the $17 mil-
lion Texas Freshwater Fisheries
Center is expected to be com-
pleted by summer 1996. It will
combine a fish hatchery, labo-
ratory and educational displays
offreshwater streams, ponds and
lakes. Officials said the unique
facility is expected to attract
almost a half-million visitors
annually after opening.

The Parks and Wildlife
Foundation is a tax-exempt, non-
profit corporation chartered by
the state. Its members solicit
funds from individuals and cor-
porate sponsors for projects such
as the fisheries center, which
could not be financed with state
funds. “We are very apprecia-
tive of the generous donation
from Zebco, a company with
deep roots and strong business
ties in Texas,” said Bill Graham
of Amarillo, foundation presi-
dent. “The foundation is com-
mitted to making the Texas
Freshwater Fisheries Center a
reality, and we couldn’tdoitwith-
out the support of private sec-
tor partners like Zebco.”
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SPIDERY

[ruth and Fiction

by Dr. David Bowles, Photos by Wyman Meinzer

o some, the sight of a spider

evokes feelings of fear and dis-

gust. Many people believe all
spidersare poisonous menaces. Nothing
could be further from the truth. Spiders
of all types are valuable components of
the ecosystems they :nhabit. They are
highly beneficial in controlling insect
pests, and their presence in a house or
outbuilding should not be cause
for alarm.

While most species have poi-
son glands and fangs (termed che-
licerae by biologists) they use for
killing prey or for defensive pur-
poses, spiders seldom are poiso-
nous to humans. Most spiders are
timid and will not attempt to bite,
even when handled roughly. Also,
the bites of most species deliver
insufficient quantities of venom to
produce any ill effects.

Although most spiders do not
pose a threat from their venom,
some can inflict painful bites and
therefore should not be handled.

Although they’re intimidaring in appear-
ance, tarantulas have a docile nature and
a bite little worse than a bee sting. The
tarantula has hairs on its abdomen that
it uses as a4 defense, and these hairs can
cause intense itching and burning in some

people.

24  February 1995

Others zan cause less serious localized
reactions in certain individuals. Of the
more than 2,500 species of spiders
found in North America, only twa
groups, the blackwidows and the reclus-
es, pose any significant health threats
to pecp_e.

Tarantulas are our largest and ofte-
most feared spiders, beczuse of mis-

representation by the popular press and
entertainment industry. But they have
a bite little worse than a bee sting.
Tarantulas often are kept as pets because
of their docile nature, but they do have
a trait that may make them unaccept-
ableas pets for children. Tarantulas have
hairs on the upper surface of the
abdomen that have irritating proper-
ties. The spider sheds these hairs
as a defense mechanism when it
is disturbed. These hairs may
cause an intense burning or itch-
ing sensation among some indi-
viduals if they come into contact
with the eyes, nasal membranes
or digestive tract.
Brown Recluse

The brown recluse is common
in the southern and midwestern
United States and it apparently
has been introduced into isolat-
ed pockets in several western
states. Interestingly, the species
first was described in 1958 from
specimens collected in Austin.

Brown recluses are small-bod-
ied, long-legged spiders ranging
in color from light fawn to dark
brown; the anterior or head end
and the legs are dark brown and
theabdomen is tannish. The most
distinctive marking of a brown



=ecluse spider is the dark brown, fid-
dle-shaped band on the upper surface
of the body, with the base of the “fid-
dle” d:rected zoward the head aad the
aeck directed toward the abdomen.
There are several brown-colored spi-
ders that occasionally may be found
:ndoors and may be confused w:th the
orown recluse, but only the Srown
reciusz bears the distinctive fiddle-
snaped markinz on its back.

Brewn recluse spiders often are found
bekind ard under furniture, in wood-
piles, outbuildings end other secretive

placzs. They also can be found outdoors
under loosenec tree bark end under shel-
tered areas such as overhangir.g bluffs.
Tke spiders avoid light and usually are
sedertary unless disturbed. Brown
reclse spiders are tolerznt of dry con-
ditions and can survive several weeks
with little moisture. In T2xas, these spi-
de-s are active most of the year, but
more so duringwarmer months. Brown
recluse weds are a maze of thrzads that
extend in zll directions and lack a def-
inite Datte-n.

The veriom of the brown recluse is

PHOTOS © WYMAN MEINZER

The most distinctive marking of the small-bod-
ied, long-legged brown recluse is a dark brown,
fiddle-shaped band on the upper body. There are
several brown-colored spiders that can be con-
fusedwith the brown recluse, but only the brown
recluse has the fiddle-shaped marking on its back.

a hematotoxin that kills tissue at the
site of the bite. However, an individ-
ual’s response to a bite can range from
no response to a severe one. Typically,
a bite starts as a small but painful blis-
ter with the surrounding area becom-
ing swollen two to three hoursafterward.
Most victims never recall being bitten;
at most, they report the bite to be like
apin prick. Otherinitial symptoms may
include restlessness, fever and insom-
nia. The tissue killed by the venom grad-
ually sloughs away, exposing the
underlying muscles.

The damaged area may take upwards
of six to eight weeks to heal complete-
ly. The result is a sunken scar with a
scooped-outappearance. Insome cases,
particularly when left untreated, the
damaged area can be extensive and may
require skin grafts. Some individuals also
may develop rashes and systemic reac-
tions, but such symptoms usually only
occur among extremely sensitive peo-
ple. Children and the elderly usually
are the most sensitive to bites. Deaths
from the bite of a brown recluse are
extremely rare and result more from
secondary infection than toxic effects
of the venom. Both sexes of this spider
can inflict poisonous bites to mammals.

Black Widow

The black widow, first described in
1775, is considered the most danger-
ous poisonous spider in the U.S. Once
thought to be a single species, four
species of “black widows” now are rec-
ognized to occur in the United States.
These are the western, northern, south-
ern and brown widow. All occur in

Despite their public image, most spiders are harmless to humans.

Even the poisonous ones would prefer to avoid Homo sapiens.
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Texas. They are similar in appearance
but can be distinguished through minor
differences in the shape of the red
hourglass marking on the lower side of
the abdomen that readily distinguish-
es the widows. The southern black
widow is considered the most danger-
ous member of this group because of
its relative abundanee in the southern
United States and the number of bite
cases attributed to this species.

Black widows commonly are found
in rural areas under debris and shel-
tered areas such as woodpiles, animal
burrows and under water meter cov-
ers. They are intolerant of dry condi-
tions and thus are fcund in areas with
high humidity. Their web consists of

very small diameter threads lacking a
recognizable pattern. These silken
threads are so fine they have been used
as crosshairs in optical instruments.
The popular notion that the female
black widow is so named because she
always kills the male following mating
is largely myth. There is little evidence
tosupport this contention, and the out-
come probably depends on whether or
not the female has eaten recently. Males
occasionally mate with more than one
female, and some males have been
observed killing and eating females.
Although females occasionally kill
unwary males, this behavior is not
unique to the black widow.
Blackwidow spiders often are viewed

CHRONICLE OF A BLACK WIDOW BITE

The late Dr. William J. Baerg, a
pioneer entomologist and naturalist
at the University of Arkansas, was
the first person o document the
effects of a black widow’s bite by
allowing one to bite him. From
Baerg’s publication on this subject,
he described the following effects:

... The first test proved very difficult
and ended in failure. It is not always
easy to make the black widow bite. The
second test (Fuly 10. 1922, 8:25 a.m.)
resulted in all I could wish. The spider
dug into the inside basal joint of the third
finger of the left haad, and held on till
I removed her about five to six seconds
later.

The pain at first was faint but very
soon began to increase into a sharp pierc-
ing sensation. At the punctures a small
whitish area, such as one observes after
abee sting, appeared and a slight swelling
in the third finger.

In less than one bour the pain had
reached the left shoulder and in about
11/2 bours the chest was involved; the
diaphragm seemed partially paralyzed;
breathing and speech were spasmodic.
By 1:30p. m. the paiz extended through
the hips and legs.

26 February 1995

At 5:15 I went to the hospital and to
bed. By this time I bad a severe nausea
and the pain extended to all parts of the
body.

The severe pain throughout the body,
but especially excruciating in the left hand,
not only kept me awake, but kept me
moving throughout the night....

On the morning of the next day I'took
a hot tub bath and found the pain almost
completely relieved. The pain in a less-
er degree returned balf an bhour after
the bath but subsequent baths brought
desired relief. In the evening I was able
to eat but the following night my sleep
was much disturbed by unpleasant
dreams. During the remainder of my
stay in the bospital I was relatively com-
fortable; my temperature fluctuated
daily between normal and 99%/5; the pulse
was usually a little above 60. 1 left the
hospital at noon, Fuly 13, and went back
to work. Recovery, I realized, was not
quite complete; a feeling of wretchedness
remained for a couple of days.

Dr. Baerg’s experiences probably
represent a typical bite reaction for
the average person, but in other
individuals the reaction may be more
severe.

as major public enemies. However,
thev are secrztive and timid, and usu-
allywill notbite humans unless trapped
or held. Historically, numerous black
widow bites were reported in the U.S.,
but today tae number is very low. This
may be due in part to the virtual dis-
appearance cf the outdoor toilet that
provided exze lentinsect forage and shel-
ter “or these spiders.

Male black widows are not consid-
ered a threat to humans, but the bite
of the female is considered extremely
painful at the bite site as well as in mus-
cle groups throughout the body sever-
al minutes after the bite. The initial bite
may not be pzinful. The venom of the



black widow is a potent toxin that
affects the victim’s nervous systern.
Swelling usually does not occur at the
bite site, and there is no tissue death.
Bites, although painful, usnally are not
fatal if prope- treatmentis administered.
Only four to five percent of black
widow bites result in death. Because of
the severe abdominal cramping asso-
ciated with a black widow dite, it occa-
sicnally has been misdiagnosed as food
poisoning o= appendicitis. Intense pain
throughout the body follows the bire,
and it may subside in a faw hours or
persist for a day or -ore. Other asso-
cizted symptoms may include severe
muscle pain and spasms, a rigid

A red bourglass marking on the lower
side of the abdomen readily distinguiss-
es the black widow, above. These spiders
are secretive and timid, and usually will
not bite bumans unless trapped or beid.
A brown recluse bite, vight, starts as a
small Fut painful blister with the sur-
roungiag avea becoming swollen two to
three hours aﬁer“wm'd.\-_'

abdomen, tightness in the chest and
kreataing difficulties, convulsions, shock
anc paralysis.

Although antivenin is available for
treatment cf black widow bites, it must
he a¢minis=ered soon after the bite to
2e fully effective. However, the tradi-
donal and effective treatment is an

intravenous solution of calcium glu-
conate given in conjunction with mus-
cle relaxants and pain killers.
Preventing Spider Bites

Most spider bites happen through
contact by inadvertently pinning the spi-
der against the body in clothing or by
placing hands underneath sheltered
areas. To prevent such bites, always
shake out clothing when camping or in
rural areas, wear gloves when working
outdoors and thoroughly clean behind
and underneath furniture. Never place
your hands or bare feetbeneath any out-
door structure without looking first.
Children should be encouraged to
observe spiders but not to touch them.

Treating Spider Bites

If you think you have been bitten
by a brown recluse or black widow spi-
der, or if you have a reaction to the
bite of another species of spider, you
should seek medical attention imme-
diately. Do not attempt to use home
remedies as they may cause even more
damage. Remember that spider bites
are rarely fatal, and that most victims
make a full recovery with proper med-
ical attention. *

David Bowles is a biologist with TPWD’s
Resource Protection Division, stationed in
San Marcos.
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tep outdoors at any time of year, and yellow will be close at hand: plants
and flowers, birds, reptiles and fish all can display varying shades of this most
primary of primary colors. And the sun does its share by imparting hues of
yellow to bits of nature where it is lacking. From lemon yvellow to mellow

yellow, it’s a color that spans the seasons and brightens our days.

N I argined perityles or rock daisies grow amid basalt
andvolcanic ash in Big Bend National Park, right. Yellow
1s @ common color for the slant-faced grasshopper, below.

®© LAURENCE PARENT

© ROBERT LILES

B arton Creek near Austin reflects shades
of yellow-gold in the setting sun.
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Yellaw on vellcw: a honeybee alights on ¢ sunflower, left.

© GRADY ALLEN

C olors of fall: awhitetail buck aniid
autumn vegetation, left.

Swimming through clear West
Texas spring water, this flathead
catfish, below, illustrates why these
fish are known as yellow cats in the
western part of the state.
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I. he vacer’s pale yellow underside, right,
usually isn’t visible when the snake is on the
move.

‘ell‘aw rocknettle, below, grows on rocky
ledges along the Rio Grarde, including loca-
tions in Big Bend National Park.
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Y
(1 aught e a yellow popper and susvounded by yellow blooms of the American
lotus, this largemouth bass bas a yellcwish tint on its underside, right.






Refuge Across the Bay

Housionians can view almost 30,000 acres of marshes and wildlife at Anahuac
Narional Wildlife Refuge—much of it without even leaving their cars.

Thc carwircow frares Shoveler
Pond like a posteard. Grezt blue
hzrons and sleek write =grets
wzde through the cartails near
the gravel road, while a pair of
p:nk roseate spoonbi ls rests in
the distance on the opoosite
bank. Around the berd, a fami-
ly of nutrias nibbles the green
leaves of taeabundarrhyacinths,
and a baby a’ligator floats in the
shallows.

Thewild-=e at Shoveler Pond
is one of the highlights of a visit
tc the Anahvac Nation:] Wildlife
Refuge. Located abcut one hour
ezstof Houston, the re fugeisone
of more than 400 National
Wildlife Re-1ges ad—inistered

38 February 1995

PARKES & PLACES TO GO

by the L.S. Fish ard Wildlife
Service. Established in 1663,
primarily with duck stamp rev-
enues, the refuge has -2 miles
ofroads thatallow visitors to tour
nearly 30,J00 acres. The wetlands
provide vzluable nurseryareas for
marine lifz and attract we terfowl,
neotropizal songbirds, small
mammals and alligators.
Domenick Ciccone, refnze
manager, describes the primitive
habitat as a coastal marsh with
some coastal or “salty” prair-e.
“The marsh areas are in-portant
for shellfish, such as ¢hr mp and
crabs, and finfish species,” said
Ciccone. “They spend their early
life in the bays and estuaries

© DARYL R. STYBLO

Anabuac’s wetlands, left, are
valuable nursery areas for
shellfish and finfish. They also
attract a variety of birds,
mammals and reptiles,

where they feed and grow.”

The generous food supply
also tempts the wading birds,
ducks and geese that utilize the
refuge. “The largest number of
waterfowl and migratory birds
are here from October through
March,” said Ciccone. “And the
warblers appear in the spring.”
During the winter, the refuge
and surrounding rice fields
attract up to 75,000 wintering
snow geese. A total of 22 species
of ducks and four species of
geese share the area. During the
summer, many species avoid the
heat, butwading birds and small
mammals usually can be
observed in the early morning
or late evening hours.

The coastal woodlots, with
mature oak mottes and salt cedar
thickets, provide important
springtime habitats for neotrop-
ical birds. “Warblers, tanagers
and other birds that migrate
back to the United States from
Mexico and Central America fly

Nutrias find Anabuac’s rzarshes and wetlands to their liking.

© JOE MAC HUDSPETH



over the Gulf of Mexico non-
stop,” said Ciccone. “When they
hitthe upper Texas coast, they’re
looking for the first available
habitat to rest.” The refuge
brochure lists 255 species con-
sidered part of the refuge fauna.

The best opportunities for
viewing wildlife are from a vehi-
cle. The creatures seem accus-
tomed to the presence of
automobiles and lingervery close
to the roads. There are limited
hiking opportunities, although
visitors are welcome to walk
along the gravel roads. Park offi-
cials warn, however, that hikers
should be alert for snakes and
alligators. The roads are not
suitable for bicycles.

One of the most abundant
species at the refuge is the
mosquito, and repellent is vital
for anyone hiking, fishing or
driving with the windows open.

“In 1993, the majority of our
visitors were fishermen,” said

Therefuge is an excellent place
for photographers and birders
to find everything fromwater-
fowl in the fall to neotropical
migratory birds in the spring.

N RS

Washington-on-the-Brazos Celebrates Independence Day

A full slate of activities has been
planned to celebrate the 159th
anniversary of the signing of the
Texas Declaration of
Independence at Washington-
on-the-Brazos State Historical
Park on March 4-5. This year
also marks the sesquicentennial
of the annexation of Texas by
the United States.

The Washington-on-the-
Brazos State Park Association is
sponsoring the weekend of music,
historical reenactments, folk-
ways and crafts demonstrations
at the park located between
Brenham and Navasota.

Texana Living History
Association members will be

dressed as notable figures from
the Republic of Texas, and other
reenactment groups will demon-
strate military skills and early
firearm techniques during their
portrayals of historical events.

Visitors will be able to pur-
chase 19th century-style crafts,
and a “Texas-sized” birthday
cake will be shared on Sunday.
Food and beverages will be sold
both days.

A highlight of the Texas
Independence Day celebration
will be the opening on Sunday
of a traveling exhibit at the Star
of the Republic Museum in the
park. “Moving the Fire: The
Removal of the Indian Nations

B e B B e 5 L i SR R st

at the information booth locat-
ed at the refuge entrance, but
admission is free. Restrooms are
provided at the entrance and at
two locations on East Galveston
Bay. Drinking water is notavail-
able. Camping in the area is not
encouraged, although primitive
camping isallowed along the bay

Ciccone. A boat ramp located in
the refuge provides access to
Oyster Bayou and East
Galveston Bay, while wade
fishing is popular along
the bay shore. Common catch-
es include redfish, speckled
trout and flounder.

Visitors are asked to register

S B A B
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to Oklahoma” presents the strug-
gle of Native Americans to retain
their heritage following removal
from their native lands. The
exhibit, created by the State Arts
Council of Oklahoma, will con-
tinue through March 26, and is
the first of three traveling exhibits
to be presented in the museum
this spring.

Washington-on-the-Brazos
State Historical Park is located
on the south side of State
Highway 105 just southwest of
Navasota. For additional infor-
mation on the park or museum,
write to P.0O. Box 317,
Washington, Texas 77880, or call
409-878-2461.

e

108 BT

shore for up to three days.
From Houston, take I-10 East
to Anahuac, exit number 812
(Texas 61). Follow 61 south for
two miles, where the road
becomes FM 562. Continue
south on 562 for eightmiles, then
turn easton FM 1985 four miles
to the entrance. For maps and
information, write to the refuge
atP.O.Box 278, Anahuac, Texas
77514, or call 409-267-3337.
by G. Elaine Acker

Galveston
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PECTURE THIS
Plush P

noto Blinds

You don’t have to get cramps or frostbite when you convert
an RV into a wildlife photography blind.

Article by Leroy Williamson, Photos by Dave Hastings

f you ever have spent hours in a

small photo blird waiting for that

once-in-a-lifetime picture, you
know how uncomfortable a blind can
be, especially when -he weather is hot
or cold. Photography from a blind can
be rewarding, but just think how great
thatblind would be ifit had all the com-
forts of home.

Perhaps it would be a little eccentric
even to suggest that a photographer go
outand purchase such a blind, but many
photographers already own one with
air conditioning, kitchen, sleeping quar-
ters, stereo, TV and a bath. No, it was-
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n’t purchased to be used asa photo blind.
These recreational vehicles were pur-
chased to provide the owner a home
away from home when vacation time
rolls around, or perhaps a semi-per-
manent or permanent home for extend-
ed trips or full-time travel.

Whatever the case, RV owners have
perhaps the most comfortable photo
blinds on the market. Tired of taking
pictures? Take anap. Hungry? Prepare
a meal. Have to wait a couple of hours
for good lighting? Watch a movie.
What a life.

While many recreational vehicle

owners are retired and use their vehi-
cles full-time, there’s a multitude of RV
owners who can use their motor homes
only during a two-week vacation and a
few weekends during the year. What
can you do with a motor home for all
those other weeks of the rest of the year?
You can turn it into the most fabulous
photo blind imaginable.

First, park the RV in a convenient
location, next to a tree or bush with
limbs just outside the window. Next,
install a bird feeder and a bird bath or
drinking water and the birds will come.
Since the vehicle will be parked for some

PHOTOS © DAVE HASTINGS



Park your RV near « tree, belov., add a
bird fezsder and the birdswill coms. Inside
the vepicle, l2ft, the photogravher bas set
up his camera and vwo flash unis. Fven
if birds inttially are wary, after a few
days they should become accustored to
the RV and the flastes and the photog-
rapher will have opportunities rc shoot
bird portraits such as this one of the blue
Jjay, above.

time, the birds will become accus-
tomed to it and your comings
and goings. Give them two or
three days to become acquaint-
ed with the new feeder and then
shootaway. If the limbs are only
a foot or two from the window,
some great photos can be made
with normal, wide-angle or
macro lenses. If the closest limbs
are a few feet away, telephoto
lenses will be required.

David Hastings of Rhome,
Texas, is a photographer who
getsexcellent results from his RV
blind. The only modification
David made was replacing two
tinted window panes with clear
glass, which is relatively inex-
pensive. The clear glass has no
filter factor but it will create
reflections unless the camera’s
lens is against the glass or the
interior of the RV is darkened.

David uses three flashes, two inside
the blind and the third, slave-operat-
ed, outside in the tree to provide back-
ground light. If disturbed at all by the
first flash or two, the birds quickly
become accustomed to the bursts of light
and go about their business of feeding
and providing you with great photo
opportunities.

While three flashes provide excel-
lent lighting, good pictures are possi-
ble with only one flash, or no flash at
all, providing the outside lighting is
acceptable. By using flash, good pic-
tures can be made any time. Without
flash, you'll likely have to contend with
shadows created by your luxurious blind
partofthe dayand be hampered by vari-
ations of light.

Whatever your equipment, be it the
latest state-of-the-art amateur or pro-
fessional camera, or one of those won-
derfully efficient and easy to use
point-and-shootmodels, excellent pic-
tures can be yours from your photo blind
on wheels. *

Leroy Williamson is a freelance writer and
photographer living in Bartlett,

'MAGAZINE BINDERS

Are back issues of Texas Parks & Wildlife
magazine stacking up in your garage or
storage room? Priced at only §13.95 plus
shipping and handling, each binder holds
12 issues or one full year’s worth, and
each comes with printed labels for easy
reference on the bookshelf.

T EXAS

PARKS WILDLIFE
g

Call toll-free
1-800-937-9393
and order while quantities last.
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Conflicts uiere
ingvilable uhen early
Easl Texas selllers moved
inlo bear country. What
resulled was a fascinal
ing array of bear-hunling
(ales and. perhaps
regrel{ably for our gen-
eralion. no more bears.

42 February 1995

THE ARRIVAL OF SETTLERS INTO EAST TEXAS MARKED THE DEMISE OF BEARS.

Las( Texas Bear Hunls

lack bears and cougars (“pan-

thers”) were major hunting tar-

gets of 19th-century soathern
woodsmen, and settlers carricc this
passion for pursuit of the big precators
into East Texas.

Bear hunting, in particular, test=d the
skill, courage and endurance of dogs
and men. In “Big Thicket Legacy,”
Carter Hart recalled: “Bear hunting is
the hardestworka man ever did on earth.
We would ride if we could, but lozs of
timesa horse would bog down, bog down
anywhere. You had to walk all day in
mud, water, and you were in the sloughs,
canebrakes, baygalls and palmeztto
swamps a lot. I've come in after dark
and not have a bite to eat all dav. None
of us ever did.”

by Thad Sitton

Blackbears ranged through the cane-
brakes and river bottoms throughout
most of East Texas at time of first set-
tlemert, but they probably were most
numerousin the th:c<ets of Polk, Jasper,
Tyler and Hardin counties. A chain car-
rier helping surveyors establish the first
county lines during the 1840s report-
ed seeing “bear tracks as numerous as
hog tracks in a hog pasture.”

Eears loved pork and often came
aroanc settlers’ houses to attack hogs
in chiminey corners and hog pens. In
Polk County, bears besieged the Bailey
household during the time Bailey served
in the Confederate Army. On one occa-
sion Mrs. Bailey poured hot grease on
the hezd of an aggressive bear as it dug
under the wall of thei- dirt-floored cabin



Photos Courtesy of Thomas Sidney Hooks, Kountze, Texas

trying to get to the lard barrel. Another
time she released hogs from the hog
pen so they could “rally together” and
fight off the bears. Bears were a tradi-
tionally popular game animal, highly
valued for their flesh and oil, but they
also were stock-killing “varmints,” as
Vinson Collins of Hardin County tes-
tifiedin F. E. Abernethy’s “Tales From
the Big Thicket™:

“Our family’s only source of living
was the hogs that roamed the woods
and got fat and the wild game that my
fatherkilled in the forest.... Thousands
of wild bear lived in the Big Thicket
and got fat every winter on the mast
that grew on the oak trees in the for-
est. In the summer they would come
out of the Thicket to the piney woods
and prey on the hogs that ranged there.
During the summer months [my father]
and his neighbors spentmuch time hunt-
ing the wild bear that came out in the
open woods to kill their hogs. In the
winter when the bear were fat, they made
very fine meat, and my father used to
go back in the Thicket to kill them and
bring them home for food.”

As this account made clear, Vinson
Collins’ father, like many stockmen,
engaged in two kinds of bear hunting:
varmint hunting in the summer when
the bears—hungry, poor of flesh and
inedible—pursued his hogs to the
uplands, and meat hunting in the late
fall to replenish family supplies of bear
meatand oil. Evie Brown remembered:
“My husband’s daddy, Warren Brown,
he wanted to raise hogs. That’s how
come him to work on the bear so much,
cause the bear eat all his hogs up.”

As in this instance, no sooner did a
stockman move into an area than he
became a predator hunter by sheer eco-
nomic necessity, and his stock dogs were
pressed into double duty as bear and
panther hounds. Most early stockmen
could not afford to maintain a separate
pack of dogs to use only on bears, so
this meant that many times when men
went out to work hogs or cattle their
dogs would jump a bear, and the day
would turn into a bear hunt. Because

predators had to be hunted, stockmen
could not afford to let their dogs waste
time running deer. Pioneer Frank
Herrington explained: “Yes, we had
dogs, but we did not let them run any-
thing butvermin. Ifa dog chased a deer,
his owner caught him, then gave the
dog about40 hard lashes with a switch.”

In truth, many stockmen loved to hunt
bears and panthers, and for some the
hunt became an obsession. Solomon
Wright’s grandfather let his dogs run
free at night to hunt big game, and he
had a rule that whenever they barked
“treed” on a bear or panther he would
rise from his bed to go and kill it
“... no matter if it was the dead hour
of midnight.” In the Trinity bottoms,
pioneer Buck Barry “found itnecessary
to keep a yard full of dogs” to protect
his hogs from the bears and panthers.
When hogs came in “looking fright-
ened and disturbed Iwould putmy dogs
on their back trail, [and] by the time 1
would find a dead hog, the dogs would

have a panther or a bear up a tree ready
for me to kill.” Big predator hunting
was a heady business, and other stock-
men did the same. Farther south on the
Trinity, hog raiser Ab Carter trained a
special pack of bear dogs and killed 182
bears between 1883 and 1885.

Near Kountze in Hardin County,
stockmen Bud Brackin and Jake Lloyd
also were serious hunters of big preda-
tors. Brackin trained his dogs to run
only bears, and Frank Herrington
recalled that “most every winter they
would kill about 40.” Brackin is said to
have killed 305 bears during his life-
time, virtually all from his “hog range”
in the vicinity of Kountze. He began
hunting in the fall after bears stopped
eating the acorn in its hull and began
eating just the acorn—at that point he
judged them fat enough to hunt. Bears
killed several of his hounds, and his best
dog, Joe, once was ripped wide open
by one. Brackin pushed Joe’s entrails
back into place, sewed him up with a

BEAR MEAT PROCESSING, CIRCA 1906.
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rawhide string and nursed him back to
health. In later years Brackin liked to
say of Joe, “He fought many another
bear before he upped and died natural
like.” Atage 70 (so the story goes), Bud
Brackin killed his last bear, cured and
hung its hide on his garden fence and
quit bear hunting. The main reason he
stopped was neither conservation nor
physical infirmity, buta shortage of bears
in the area. Not even Big Thicket bear
populations could stand this kind of
hunting pressure.

By the 1890s, as the bears diminished
due to overhunting, habitat destruction
from lumbering and increased food com-
petition by livestock, black bears became
prized big game animals and bear hunt-
ing a famous sport.

Sawmill owners, county judges, oil
men and President Theodore Roosevelt
all rushed to take part before the bears
disappeared.

Bud and Ben Hooks of Hardin
County led groups of bear hunters in
the Big Thicket. The brothers had made
money in the Saratoga oil fields, then

HUNTER A. L. KIENE AND A BEAR
SHOT NEAR KOUNTZIE.
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turned to the serious business of bear
hunting. The Hooks had a bear camp
near an area known as “the hurricane,”
wherea tornado had cutaswath through
the trees, and this served as their base
of operations for years. Over time,
their hunts took on a characteristic pat-
tern, one typical of bear hunting all across
the South. The Hooks and their friends
traveled to the camp the day before the
huntwith a wagon full of groceries, dog
feed and horse feed. The hunters rode
horseback with the dogs trotting along-
side. The next morning, they saddled
the horses, necked up the dogs in pairs
(all but Dandy, the “strike” dog), and
proceeded to the hunting area to begin
the hunt. Dandy, aredbone hound, was
extremely valuable for two reasons: he
would run nothing but bears and—as
Carter Hart, one of the bear hunters,
told—*“he could smell a trail so cold that
no other dog could smell it.” The
Hooks used Dandy to start the trail,
then, when it got hot enough, they
released the other dogs, two at a time.

If the Hooks had a larger party of
hunters that included some inexperi-
enced ones, they often placed them on
“stands”—designated hunting loca-
tions—and told them to stay there no
matter which way the bear went. If only
the experienced regulars were present,
each hunter moved on horseback to
whatever location he thought most
strategic to intercept bear and dogs.
Hunters equipped themselves with
repeatingrifles, “blowing horns,” heavy
“hack knives” (often made from cross-
cutsaws and used toslash through cane-
brakes and brush), and sometimes big
hunting knives as well. The latter had
been absolutely essential as back-up
weapons for self-defense and to dispatch
game during the days of single-shot muz-
zleloaders, and some men still felt
uncomfortable without them. (Farther
west, earlier hunters even had carried
short “bear spears.”) With all this gear,
bear hunting could be exhausting in the
deep mud and dense thickets of south-
eastern Texas.

Dandy, the purebred redbone hound,

was the exception in the Hooks’ pack;
most of their “fighter dogs” were cross-
breeds with a lot of black-mouthed cur
in their ancestries. These dogs were
vicious and needed to be, since they had
to fight the bear and delay itlong enough
for the hunters to reach the scene. The
Hooksreleased them two ata time after
Dandy “struck,” since releasing them
all at once could result in a monumen-
tal dogfight. Fast and powerful, bears
often chose to run through thicketsand
canebrakes that bruised and lacerated
the dogs and wore them down. When
dogs caught up with the bear, or the
bear decided to stop, the dogs had to
be extremely careful how they attacked
it. The bear dog had to bite and jump
back, bite and jump back; if it bit and
held, as a stock dog did to control a
feral hog, the bear could twist around
inside its loose skin, catch the dog, and
most likely kill it. To fight a bear, dogs
had to work together. As A. L. Bevil
explained: “Some of them would be in
front fighting him, and one would catch
him from behind, and when the bear
would wheel to catch that dog, anoth-
er one would get him. And they would
just keep warting him and warting him
until he would finally go up a tree.”
The Hooks tried many dogs on bear
and not all of them worked out; like-
wise, not all the people who went bear
hunting found themselves eager to
repeat the experience. Some fighter dogs
actually ran away from the bear after
release. As Hart said, “After a dog finds
out a bear has teeth, if he goes back,
he’sabear dog.” Atthe end of the hunt,
when a bear treed or stopped to fight
the dogs, the nearest hunter rushed in
to get a shot before the dogs could be
injured, and a man had to be willing to
take this chance. Dogs were in the most
danger at this point, when they tend-
ed to lose all caution and throw them-
selves on the bear. On one occasion,
Carter Hart frantically was crawling a
log through a thicket trying to reach
the fight when he met the bear com-
ing the other way. He killed it just before
it got to him—a bear that weighed 640



pcunds on the scales of a Kountze feed
store.

Some novice bear hunters found
themselves ultimately unwilling to
“crawl the log.” One man had long
pestered Bill Warren to take him bear
hunting, so finally Bill took him. The
bear was cornered in a “real tight thick-
et” and Warren told the man, “Now,
if you want to kill you a bear, just crawl
in there where them dogs is and kill
him.” The man started off,then stopped
to remark, “I'm gonna carry that foot
to my wife. This is the first bear I ever
ki‘led in my life.” Warren replied, “You
ain’tkilled one yet.” The man “crawled
in there a little piece, and directly he
come back out and said, ‘Josh, you bet-
te-gointhere, [ don’tbelieve I'm going
in there.””

In December 1906, the Hooks held
one of the last bear hunts at their
Hurricane Camp; the Big Thicketbears
were almost gone. A Kansas City
rzporter and a photographer were pre-
sznt to record the occasion, as was
famous bear and panther hunter,
Eenjamin V. Lilly. Lilly was a classic
example of the stockman-turned-bear-

THE BIG THICKET WAS A CENTER FOR BEAR-HUNTING CAMPS.

hunter. An Alabaman by birth and a
stock drover by profession, Lilly long
ago had left livestock, wife and chil-
dren to follow the thrill of the chase,
gradually moving west in pursuit of the
vanishing bearsand panthers. He came
to Hardin County to renew a friend-
ship with Ben Hooks and to procure a
specimen black bear for the United
States Biological Survey. Two bearswere
killed during this hunt, one of them by
the big city newsman—to the chagrin
of veteran local bear hunters.

By this time bear hunting was near-
ly atan end in southeastern Texas, and
Lilly estimated that no more than 15
bears ranged in the area. President
Theodore Roosevelt had planned to
come down fora Big Thicket bear hunt
at about that time but, to the Hooks’
lifelong sorrow, circumstances inter-
vened, and the president failed to make
the trip. A year later Roosevelt joined
in a bear hunt on the other side of the
Sabine in Louisiana and penned this
account for Scribner’s Magazine of what
it feltlike for astander to await the com-
ing of bear and hounds:

“We waited long hours on likely

stands. Werode around the cane brakes
through the swampy jungle, or thread-
ed our way across them on trails cut by
the heavy wood knives of my compan-
ions; but we found nothing. Undl the
trails were cut the canebrakes were
impenetrable to a horse and were dif-
ficultenough toaman on foot. On going
through them it seemed as if we must
be in the tropics; the silence, the still-
ness, the heat, and the obscurity, all com-
bining to give a certain eeriness to the
task, as we chopped our winding way
slowly through the dense mass of close-
growing, feather-fronded stalks. Each
of the hunters prided himself on his skill
with the horn, which was an essential
adjunct of the hunt, used both to sum-
mon and control the hounds, and for
signalling among the hunters them-
selves. The tones of many of the horns
were full and musical; and it was pleas-
ant to hear them as they wailed to one
another, backwards and forwards, across
the greatstretches of lonely swamp and
forest.” *

Thad Sitton is a freelance writer living in
Austin.
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The Bait That Grows On Trees

Hew many catalpa trees do you have in your yard?

OId—time fishermen from the
rural areas of East Texas say that
homespun generosity, especial-
ly during hard times, has few lim-
its. A man might be willing to
share his truck, his tackle, even
hiswallet with a friend in need—
and isn’t that what friends are
for?

But Mike Leggett, sutdoor
editor of the Austin Awmerican-
Statesman, found the limits of that
generosity as a boy in Carthage.
Leggett said that he went fish-
ing with his grandfather once—
catalpa worm catfishingz, to be
exact. His share was ore catal-
pa worm.

“No one shared worms,” said
Leggett. “I thought it was a big
deal to get just one frorm him. [
caught a big catfish with it, too.

There was a single catalpa tree
in some company housing owned
by United Gas Company in
Carthage whenIwasakid. There
mighthave been two other trees
in the whole town. They were
scarce.”

According to Leggett, in some
East Texas fishing circlesaman’s
worth in the community was
determined by the number of
catalpa trees in his yard and the
number of worms he could pro-
duce. “Folks considered catalpa
worms almost magical bait, sec-
ondonlytoa (highlyillegal) crank
telephone generator,” he said.

What makes this highly
prized, “magical” baitso special?
Catalpa “worms,” the caterpil-
lars of a nondescript gray moth
related to the well-known toma-

to hornworm, are one of the most
effective baits known for catfish
and bream. They occur only on
the leaves of the catalpa tree—
and never predictably. According
to Texas Agricultural Extension
entomologist Dr. James
Robinson, the onslaughts of par-
asitic wasps, fire ants, birds and
fishermen will completely elim-
inate the worms in some years.
Savvy fishermen have increased
the number of catalpa trees in
Texas by planting them in hopes
of bettering the odds. But this
strategy doesn’t always work.

The chancy, sporadic occur-
rence of the worms is why find-
ing a treeful still is such an
exciting event.

Followingits winter hiberna-
tion, the catalpa moth emerges
from its underground pupa in

Young catalpa worms and one larger worm, below, strip a catalpa
leaf. Catalpa worms (actually caterpillars) are a prized bait for
catfish and sunfish in East Texas, where local residents often plant
catalpa trees to assure a supply of the worms each spring. Above is a
channel catfish that couldn’t resist the bait.
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The drab-looking cetalpa spharx moth emzrges from hibernation each
spring and deposits «up to 1,000 eggs on the leaves of catalpa trees. The
resulting caterpillers are a top East Texas cetfish bait.

April, flying only ztnight. One
moth will lay up to 1,000 eggs,
usually on several differeat
catalpa trees. The caterpillars
hatch in akout two weeks,
remaining clustered for a time
before dispersiag. In good
years, there may e four or five
successive broods.
Cztalpaworm hunters drive
slowly along country roads in
May and June _ooking for
denuded trees, since a larze
brood often will completely
strip the lezves to satisfy _ts

hurgzr. The meture caterpil-
la=s oen are tkree inches in
leagz and sport bold blackand
greer stripes. Itis at this stagz
that they are most coveted.
While live worms will stay
-rash forseveral daysina paper
sack in the ref-igerator, thz
‘nevizable escapes are general-
-y unappreciated by non-fish-
-ng spouses. For long-term
storage and to promote domes-
iz tranquillity, Robinson
rzezze his catalpa worms in
water in lots of 25 or so. Other

catalpa worm enthusiasts freeze
batches in sacks of cornmeal to
keep them separated. Thawed-
out worms turn black, limp and
soggy, but they lose none of their
appeal to fish.

Today, most people look to
fishing as sport rather than a
means to put food on the table.
But Robinson remembers when
the trotline or throwline har-
vest was far more critical. “When
I was a poor student at Texas
A&M University years ago, I
fished the Brazos River with
catalpa worms to get my supper,”
Robinson said. “I'd cast worms
into the holes in the river where
it was so narrow you could step
across. There’d often be sever-
al catfish in each hole. The first
one to bite would always be the
biggest.”

With today’s high-tech tack-
le and lures, the idea of sitting
on a bank holding a line baited
with a catalpa worm may seem
anachronistic. But the homely
caterpillars stll catch fish like
magic. Besides, in the words of
onelong-time catalpa worm fish-
erman, “it just gets in your
blood!”

by Vince Brach

Desert Bighorns Return to Black Gap WMA

For the first time in decades,
desertbighornsheepare roar1-
ing the mountainous Black
Gap Wildlife Management
Area in Brewster County.

Texas Pa-ks anc Wildlife
Department diologists released
20 skeep—16 ewes and four
younz rams—on the 108,00)-
acre area during late Octoder
as part of an ongoing restora-
tion program.

The sheep were trapped
from the Muddy Mountains
near Las Vegas, INevada. Thzy
were hauled in a trailer noa-
stop from Nevada, and all were

‘n good conditionuponarriva’,
according to Bryan Richards,
assistzat big game program
teadsx.

Rizhardssaid movements cf
-he herd, which included somz
sregnznt ewes, will be moni-
-cred by radio tzlemetry.

The project cost $10,00C,
waich was paid for by sale cf
che Governor’s Sheep Permit
“or 577,000 at the annual meet-
‘ng ci e Foundztion for Norta
Amercan Wild Sheep. The
leparmment received $63,00)
o the bid amount.

The department and sever-

I -

al other groups have been prepar-
ing for the bighorn release by
installation of water guzzler
devices in the Black Gap to
ensure that the sheep and other
wildlife species have constant
water sources.

TPWD personnel recently
completed their annual heli-
copter survey for sheep in five
Trans-Pecos mountain ranges,
including the Sierra Diablo,
Baylor, Beach, Van Horn and
Elephant Mountain. Gary
Calkins, a department biologist
in Van Horn, said 235 sheep were
observed, up from 190 in 1993.
An estimated 3 10 sheep roam the
five mountain ranges, he said.

This lagest videotape from the producers
of the Texas Parks & Wildlife television
series is a4 hards on, step by step guide
to field dressir.g z whitetail deer. Guided
by biclogists Roy Welch and Mike Reagan,
viewers will see how the experts prepare
their zame for the table. Included is
information on Low to safely approach
a shct deer, skizning, quartering and
care of the h.de. Game Warden Stacy
Bishop hosts this valuable tape no hunter
should be withot. Total running time is
33 mirutes.

To orcer your copy, call

1-800-937-9393.
Price $15. MC/VISA accepted.
©1394 Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
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OUTDOON HERITAGE SERIES

“I strongly believe profit

1s a powerful conservation tool.”
TED EUBANKS

Ted Eubanks relaxed on the floor of
his Austin home reading notes from an
interview conducted in 1991. Three
years ago, Eubanks was fighting a pro-
posed West Side A:rport in Houston
that threatened prairie habitat, was
concerned with rapid metropolitan
growth that would result in increased
pollutants, and was struggling to bring
ecological tourism to the forefront of
Texas’s economy. “Things have changed
in three years,” said Eubanks. “When
you're in this business, you never look
back. Butit’s great to look at this inter-
view and say, ‘we wen that one,’ or ‘we
did something about that.” It may not
seem like it, but things are changing in
Texas.”

Many of Texas’s changes are a direct
resultof Eubanks’ involvement. Funding
has been withdrawn from Houston’s
West Side Airport, communities are
making long-range growth plans, and
Eubanksnowsits on he governor’s task
force for nature tourism, which is writ-
ing a master plan for the state of Texas.
“I have a strong belief in private sector
environmental solutions,” said Eubanks.
“Rather than having the government
doeverything, how dowe getlocal peo-
ple involved? I strongly believe profit
is a powerful conservation tool.”

Currently, Eubanks works with Texas
communities, conducting seminarsand
identifying local natural resources that
will enhance their economies.
Traditional economicstrategies are not
sustaining many smeller communities,
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and one of the alternatives is tourism.
“Ithink we're starting to recognize that
this is not the state of our forebears,”
said Eubanks. “We’re going to have to
be innovative and creative in order to
be able to sustain ourselves economi-
cally. Tourism is now the third largest
industry in the state of Texas, but by
the turn of the century, we’re expect-
ing tourism to be number one.”

Nature tourism has resulted in valu-
able economic growth for the tiny
country of Costa Rica. Costa Rica,
which is 13 times smaller than Texas,
experienced this growth by protecting
12 percentofits territory in diverse habi-
tats such as rain forests, mangrove
swamps and coral reefs. More than 850
species of birdsnow depend upon Costa
Rica’s sanctuaries for survival and they
attract thousands of tourists to the
country every year.

Birds are also important to Texas’s
future. The Great Texas Coastal Birding
Trail will be completed in approximately
two years and will combine environ-
mental responsibility, local economic
growth and tourism. Eubanks developed
the idea for the trail in conjunction with
Madge Lindsay of the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department. “We’re plan-
ning to tie a number of birding sites
along the Texas coast into a cohesive,
marketable unit that involves the local
communities,” said Eubanks. “T'exas has

591 species of birds—more than any
other state. And some 76 million
Americans profess an interest in birds.
We feel this is a tremendous econom-
ic opportunity, which ultimately trans-
lates into a conservation opportunity.”

Eubanks’ interest in birds began as
achild growing up near the Katy prairie
west of Houston. He and his parents
spent hours studying nature, and there
Eubanks became involved with Texas’s
natural resources. “I guess in high
school I started to understand that
there was a relationship between the
birds I watched and the environment,”
hesaid. “When something’s going awry
in the environment, it’s often first man-
ifest in birds.”

The brown pelican provides one
vivid example. In the late 1950s, the
bird virtually disappeared from the
Texas coast. Researchers discovered that
the pelicans were eating fish that had
been contaminated with DDT, a harm-
ful pesticide that caused their eggshells
to be very thin. The eggs cracked when
the female sat on them, and the birds
could not reproduce. In this instance,
the pelicans served as a warning system
for humans who consumed the same
fish.

Although still endangered, the brown
pelican is recovering. “The good news
is that brown pelicans nested in
Galveston Bay lastyear for the first time
in about four decades,” said Eubanks.
The bad news is that despite being
banned in the United States, the toxic



pesticide DDT is <till bzing manufac-
tured here and markzted tc Latin
American countries.

As a board member of the National
Audubon Soc:ety, Ecbznks represents
all of Latin America, as well as chap-
ters ir. Texas, Louisiana and New
Mexico. He a'so serves as president of
Texas Partners in Flight, an initiative
to pratect nectropical migrato-y birds
that make the annual trek from Latin
America to a number ot Texas sanctu-
aries stch as Rockporz, High Island and
Sabine Pass.

His childhood love of birds became
alifetime obsession, and Zubanks shares
his wealth o birding experience in
“Birds of the Upper Texas Coast,” a
new hook co-authored with Bob
Behrstock, which should be published

BILL REAVES

in 1995. “It’s er all-inc usive, everything-
you-ever-wanted-to-<now book about
the birds cf the upper Texas coast,” said
Eubanks. “The seven courties sur-
rounding Houston aze increcibly rich
ar.d worlc-famous fo- dirding.”

Eubarlks’ leading rcle in environ-
mental iss12s sometinzes provekes pow-
erful enemies since the mix of politicians
ard environmentalists can be 1 ke blend-
ing crude cil with Galvesten Bay.
Howeve-, Eutanksis difficulttoignore.
“It would be easier :f I were 25 and
waaring sko-ts and sandals,” he said.
“"he fact that I'm ¢ busiress person
wao otherwise lives a fairly normal life
is startling to some.”

Eubanks favors direct incentives to
property owrers who znoose ta enhance
theirland for the benefizof endangered

species and other wildlife. “If we can
pay crop subsidies, I can’timagine why
in the world we can’t pay for wildlife,”
said Eubanks. “It makes sense to me.
The problem isreally social. The prob-
lem is economic.” The U.S. govern-
ment pays farmers $1.8 billion each year
not to plant crops on marginal and ero-
sive soils. Texas has 4.2 million acres
(a land mass larger than the state of
Hawaii) set aside in this program. By
comparison, the entire Endangered
Species Act receives only $100 million
in funding each year.

Eubanks also advocates increased
funding for the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department. “We’re going to have to
commitsome money, buy land and man-
age thatland for biodiversity,” he con-
tinued. “If private landowners feel
overburdened, then they should sup-
port that. Until we commit the funds,
we will be stuck in the same situation:
the federal government, when faced with
its mandate (the Endangered Species
Act) will have to come into this state
and place us under what some people
would consider rather onerous restric-
tions. There’s a simple way to fix that.
Get the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department out there, and let them do
their job.”

In the past, environmentalism has not
been viewed as compatible with prof-
itability. Therefore, Eubanks believes
the political system has been insensi-
tive. “The problem with the environ-
mental community is that we never put
our money where our mouth is, polit-
ically,” he said. “Rather than polariz-
ing these critical issues, we need tostart
looking for common ground and devel-
oping more positive approaches.” What
can the public do to make a difference?
“Vote,” said Eubanks without hesita-
tion. “Vote for people who feel these
are legitimate issues and whoaren’t com-

pletely bought and sold.” *

Elaine Acker is a freelance writer living
in Austin.
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FEBRUARY

Feb.- Gorman Fallstours each Saturday and Sunday,
(olorado Bend State Park near Bend, 915-628-
3240

Feb. # Mountain bike frail ride each Saturdoy
and Sunday, Devils River State Natuial Areq near
Uvalde, 210-395-2133

Feb. % Lower Edwards Plateou Ecosystem Tour
each Saturday, Honey Creek State Notural Areo
near Bulverde, 210-438-2656

Feb.: % Bald eagle four each Saturcay, Fairfield
Loke State Park near Fairfield, 512-389-8900

Feb. Wild cave tours each Saturday and Sunday,
Colorado Bend State Pork near Bend, 915
628-3240

Feb. 3: # Marine ecology program, University
of Texos Coostal Studies Lab of Brownsville, 210-
350-4490 or 350-4491

Feb. 3-4, 10-11: Sam Bass Treastre Hunt and
Mystery Game, Longhom Cavern Sto-e Park near
Bumet, 512-756-4680

Feb. 3-4: % Cranefest, Big Spring State Park
ot Big Spring, 915-263-4931

Feb. 4: # Birdhouse Doy, Fuirfield Loke State
Park ot Fairfield, 903-389-4514

Nature will come into focus during
a winter bird and nature tour at
White Qak Creek WMA on
February 18.

# The activities ma-ked with
this symbol are avcilable to
people who have o Texaos
Conservation Passpert, which
may be purchased for $25
at most state parks, Parks
and Wildlife offices, Whole
Earth Provision Co. ocations
in Austin, Houston a1d Dallas
and RElin Austin and Dallos.
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Feb. 4: s Winter bird and nature tour, Cooper
Lake WMA near Sulphur Springs, 903-884-3833

Feb. 4: Photography tour for beginners, Caddo
Lake State Pork & WMA, 903-884-3833

Feb. 4< % Birdhouse doy extravaganza, Kerville-
Schreiner State Park af Kernville, 210-257-5392

Feb. 4: Birdhouse Day, Martin Dies, Ir., State
Park near Jusper, 409-383-0144

Feb. 4: # Fourth annual kids fishing day, Lake
Bob Sandlin State Park, 903-572-5531

Feb. 4, 18: # Bus four, Big Bend Ranch State
Natural Area, 512-389-8900

Feb. 9, 11, 23: % Primitive cave four, Kickapoo
Cavern State Natural Area near Brackeftville, 210-
563-2342

Feb. 10: # Birding four, Las Palomas WMA Lower
Rio Grande Valley Units, 210-383-8982

Feb. 10-12: Geology four, Big Bend Ranch State
Natural Areq, 915-371-2202

Feb. 11: # “Ducks o Dark,” Ray Roberts Lake
WA, 817-686-2148

Feb. 11: # Migratory waterfowl viewing, Fort
Parker State Park near Mexia, 817-562-5751

Feb. 11, 25: Bus tour, Big Bend Ranch State
Natural Area, 915-371-2548

Feb. 11: # Birding walk and hatchery tour with
slide show, GCCA/CPL Marine Development Center
at Corpus Chrsti, 512-939-7784

Feb. 11: # Winter bird and nature tour, Pat
Mayse WMA near Paris, 903-884-3833

Feb. 12: # Horseback tour, Hill Country State
Natural Area near Bandera, 210-796-4413

Feb. 15: % Predator calling, Lake Colorado City
State Park af Colorado City, 915-728-3931

Feb. 16-18: # Hiking tour, Big Bend Ranch
State Notural Area, 915-424-3327

Feb. 17: 4 Bustour, Big Bend Ranch State Natural
Areq, 915-424-3234

Feb. 17-19: Sportsman’s Extravaganza spon-
sored by TPWD and the Texas Forestry Assn., Horvey
Convention Center, Tyler, 903-566-1615.

Feb. 17-19: Trans-Pecos Rock At Sympasium,
Sul Rass State University ot Alpine, 512-389-4884

Feb. 18: # “Colling All Predators,” Eisenhower
State Park ot Lake Texoma, 903-465-1956

Feb. 18: % Winter bird ond nature tour, White
Ook Creek WMA near Mount Pleasant, 903-
884-3833

Feb. 18: # Whooping crane tour, Matogorda
Island State Park & WMA, 512-983-2215

Feb. 19: # Beachcombing and shelling tour,
Matagorda Islond State Park & WMA, 512-
9832215

Feb. 24-26: 3 Lighthouse horse ride, Palo Duro
Canyon Stote Pork near Canyon, 806-488-2227

OUTDOOR DATEBOOK

Feb. 25: # History tour, Matagorda lsland Stote
Park and WMA, 5129832215

Feb. 25: # Tobusch fishook cactus, Kickapoo
Covern State Natural Area near Uvalde, 210-
563-2342

Feb. 25: 3 Bird and nature four, Choke Canyon
State Park Calliham Unit near Three Rivers, 512-
786-3868

Feb. 25: # “Getfing Back to Noture,” Coddo
Loke State Park & WMA, 903-884-3833

Feb. 25-26: # Useful plants of the Chihuahuan
Desert, Big Bend Ranch State Natural Area, 915-
477-2236

Feb. 26: José Antonio Navarro Bicentennial
Celebration, San Antonio. (See page 10.)

MARCH

March: # Bird banding observation each
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday, Davis Mountains
State Park neor Fort Davis, 915-426-3337

March: Boat tour of coustal marsh each Wednesday,
Saturday and Sunday, Sea Rim State Park near
Beoumont, 409-971-2559

March: Wild cove tours each Saturday and Sunday,
Colorado Bend State Pork near Bend, 915-
628-3240

March: Gorman Falls four each Saturday and Sunday,
Colorado Bend State Pork near Bend, 915
628-3240

March 1: % Photo confest, Falcon State Park of
Falcon Reservoir, 210-848-5327

March 3: % Marine ecology program, U.T. Coastal
Studies Lab ot South Padre Islond, 210-350-4490
or 210-350-4491

March 4-5: Texos Independence Day Celebration,
Washington-on-the-Brazos State Historical Park af
Washington, 409-876-2214

March 4: % State Park Highlight, McKinney Falls
State Park at Austin, 512-243-2177

March 4: Bus tour of Big Bend Ranch State Nafural
Area, 512-389-8900

March 4: % Birdwatching four, Caddo Grasslands
WMA near Bonham, 903-884-3833

March 4: # Qutdoor cooking, McKinney Falls State
Park at Austin, 512-243-1643

March 4: 4 Tobusch fishhook cactus, Kickapoo
Cavern State Natural Area near Brackeftville, 210-
5632342

March 4, 11: 3 Lower Edwords Plateau Ecosystem
Tour, Honey Creek State Natural Areanear Bulverde,
210-438-2656

March4, 11, 25: # Birdwatching, Choke Canyon
State Park Calliham Unit near Three Rivers, 512-
786-3868

March 5: Cross-country mountain bike race, Palo
Duro Canyon State Pork near Canyon, contact Hill's

© WYMAN MEINZER

Cardinalsw il be one of many species
spatzed durirg a birdwatching tour
at Pax Mayse WMA on March 11.

Soort Shor, 8)6-355-7224

\crch 8, 9, 22, 23, 25: # Primifive cove
tour, Kickapoc Caven State Notural Area near
Brecketille, 212-563-2342

Maxch 10: Pireywoods deer management tech-
niques. Moore Plartation WMA near Pineland, 409-
3845231

March 10: % Birdwatching, Los Palomas WMA
Lorgoiic Jnitir the Lower Rio Grande Valley, 210-
3838932

March 17: Guidec noture trail hike, Village Creek
State Perk necr B2oumont, 409-755-7322

Morch 11 Barbazue cookoff, Fort Parker State
Par< nam Mexio, 817-562-5751

Mo-ch 11: Remcteontrolled boat demonstro-
tior, Bancc State *ark ot Blanco, 210-833-4333

March 11 Irdim cultural herifage program,
Fisenhower Statz Park af Lake Texoma, 903-
4851756

March T1: 3 Narive plont walk, McKinney Falls
State ork af Ausfin, 512-243-2177 or 512-
2431543

Mach 11: % Bidwatching and nature tour, Pat
Mavse WA naar Poris, 903-864-3633

Mach 11: # Erding walk and hotchery tour

with slidz show, GZCA/CPL Marine Development
Certer at Corpus Christi, 512-939-7784

Mach 11: Stagecoach Days, Fanthorp Inn State
Historical Park at anderson, 409-873-2633
Maich 11, 18: “3at Chat,” Lake Mineral Wells
Stae Fars 1ea Mineral Wells, 817-328-1171
Maich 11, 25: = Baafing ecotour, Coddo Loke
Stae Fork and WA, 903-679-3743



March 11, 25: Bus tour, Big Bend Ranch State
Notural Areq, 915-371-2548

March T1: # “Wings on the Winds of Spring,”
Foirfield Loke Stafe Park neor Fairfield, 903-
3694514

March 11-13: # Rock art four, Big Bend Ranch
State Nofural Area, 915-424-3327

March 12: Guided horseback tour, Hill Country
State Natural Area near Bandera, 210-796-3984

March 17-19: % Geology tour, Big Bend Ranch
State Natural Areo, 915-371-2202

March 17-19: Ladies’ campout, Meridian Stafe
Park neor Meridion, 817-435-2536

March 18: # Low impact camping, McKinney
Falls State Park af Austin, 512-243-2177

March 18: # “Hog Wild, " program onferal hogs,
Fairfield Lake State Park near Foirfield, 903-
389-4514

March 18: 3 “Cheeper Feeders,” Ray Roberfs
Loke State Park neor Denton, 817-686-2148

March 18: Bus tour, Big Bend Ranch State Natural
Areq, 512-389-8900

March 18: # Birdwatching four, Cooper Lake
WMA near Sulphur Springs, 903-884-3833

March 18: 3 Prehistoric Cultures of Centrol Texas,
Honey Creek Stafe Nofural Area near Bulverde,
210-625-6943

March 18, 25: Dogwood rail excursion, Texas
State Railroad of Palestine, 903-683-2561

March 19: # Beachcombing ond shelling four,
Matagorda Island State Park and WMA, 512-
983-2215

March 23: Wildscape progrom, Eisenhower Stafe
Park of Loke Texoma, 903-465-1956

March 23-April 2; # Photography seminar, Big
Bend Ranch State Natural Area, 915-229-3416

March 24: “Singing With the Birds,” Caddo Loke
State Park ond WMA, 903-884-3833

March 24-26: Attwater’s Prairie Chicken Fesfival,
contact Eagle Lake Chamber of Commerce, 409-
234-2780

March 25: # “Moonshine Over Freestone County,”
Foirfield Loke State Park near Fuirfield, 903-
3894514

March 25: Spring boating tour, Marfin Dies, Jr.,
State Park near Josper, 409-384-5231

March 25: # Texas game wardens, McKinney
Falls State Park at Austin, 512-243-2177
March 25: Bays ‘N Bayous Trash Bash, Houston
Areq, 713, 332-9937.

March 25: # Wildflower and native plant tour,
(hoke Canyon State Park Calliham Unit near Three
Rivers, 512-786-3868

March 25: Birdwatching tour, Caddo Loke Stafe
Park and WMA, 903-884-3833
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March 25: Birdwatching hike, Meridian State Park
near Meridian, 817-435-2536

March 25: # Birdwatching, Los Palomas WMA
Dcotillo Unit in the Lower Rio Grande Valley, 915-
837-2051

March 25: 3 History tour, Matagorda slond Stafe
Park and WMA, 512-983-2215

March 25: # “Snakes Alive,” McKinney Falls
Stote Park ot Austin, 512-243-2177

March 25: Mass featuring Gregorion chanting,
Goliod State Park ot Goliad, 512-645-3405

March 25: Kids' fishing day, Blanco State Park
at Blonco, 210-884-3833

March 25: Noture walk, Honey Creek Stote
Natural Area near Bulverde, 210-625-6943
March 26: # Nature four, White Oak Creek WMA
near Mount Pleosant, 903-884-3833

March 26: Mountain bike frail ride, Bonham State
Park near Bonhom, 903-583-5022

Learn more about snakes at the
“Snakes Alive” program on March
25 at McKinney Falls State Park.

© ROBERT LILES
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TELEVISION SCHEDULE

Watch for our companion television series, “Texas Parks &
Wildlife,” on your local PBS affiliate. All times p.m. unless
otherwise noted.

In stereo where available

CITY/STATION DAY TIME
Amarillo

KACV, Ch. 2 Saturday 3:30
Austin Monday 12:00
KLRU, Ch. 18 Saturday 5:00
College Station

KAMU, Ch. 15 Tuesday 7:30
Corpus Christi Thursday 7:30
KEDT, Ch. 16 Friday 11:30
Dallas/Ft. Worth

KERA, Ch. 13 Saturday 1:00
Also serving Abilene, Denton,

Longview, Marshall, San

Angelo, Texarkana, Tyler,

Wichita Falls, Sherman

El Paso

KCOS, Ch. 13 Sunday 7:00
Harlingen

KMBH, Ch. 60 Tuesday 8:00
Also serving McAllen, Mission

Houston

KUHT, Ch. 8 Monday 7:30
Also serving Beaumont/Port

Arthur, Galveston, Texas

City, Victoria

Killeen Sunday 2:00
KNCT, Ch. 46 Tuesday 4:00
Also serving Temple

Lubbock Thursday 1:.00
KTXT, Ch. 5 Saturday 7:00
Odessa

KOCV, Ch. 36 Saturday 7:30
Also serving Midland

San Antonio

KLRN, Ch. 9 Thursday 12:00
Also serving Laredo

Programming scaedules are subject to change, so check your local fistings

Look for these stories in the coming weeks

JANUARY 29-FEBRUARY 5: The art of calling fo attract wildlife; homed lizards and
efforts fo protect them; rock climbing.

FEBRUARY 5- 12: D-Day ond its impact on those who were there abocrd the Battlaship
Texas; o fishing toumament where kids win more than prizes;cocstal fisheries biologists.
FEBRUARY 12-19: A veterinarian whose pafients include endangered species from
around the world; coyotes according to photographer Wyman Meinzer; xeriscaping.
FEBRUARY 19-26: A trip through Texas's historical landscapss; a sporfing clays four-
nament with women who are serious about the sport; mountain diking.

FEBRUARY 26—~MARCH 5: Growing environmental concarms about the Rio Grande;
dinosaurs; urban kids discovering the outdoors.
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TECHNOLOGY UPDATE

500 miles from nowhere,
itll giveyouacold drink
or a warm burger...

NASA space flights inspired this portable fridge that |
outperforms conventional fridges, replaces the ice chest

and alternates as a food warmer.

By Charles Anton

ecognize the ice ccoler in this picture?
R Surprisingly enough, there isn't one.
What you see insiead is a Koolatron,
an invention that replaces the traditional ice
cooler, and its many limitations, with a tech-
nology even more sophisticated than your
home fridge. And far better suited to travel.
What's more, the innocent looking box be-
fore you is not only a refrigerator, it’s also a
food warmer.

spoiled food. No more! Now

for the price of a good cool- {
er and one or two seasons

of buying ice, (or about five
family restaurant meals), all the
advantages of home cooling are available for
you electronically and conveniently.

Think about your last trip. You just got
away nicely on your long-awaited vacation.
You're cruising com-

NASA inspired por-
table refrigerator.
Because of space trav-
el’s tough demands,
scientists had to find
something more de-
pendable and less
bulky than traditional
refrigeration coils and
compressors. Their re-
search led them to dis-
cover a miraculous
solid state component
called the thermo-elec-
tric module.

Aside from a small
fan, this electronic
fridge has no moving
parts to wear out or
break down. It's not
affected by tilting, jar-
ring or vibration (situ-
ations that cause home
fridges to fail). The
governing module, no
bigger than a match-
book, actually delivers
the cooling power of a

i 5 cg,fﬁ’chzﬂely f’eplaa:s bulky ptpmg cozls loud &

- motors and compressors used in conven-
tional reﬁiggmtion units. In the cool
mode, the Koolatron reduces the outside
temperature by 40 degrees F. At the
switch of a plug, it becones a food warmer,

f gomg up to 125 degrees. :

fortably in your car
along a busy interstate
with only a few rest
stops or restaurants.
You guessed il... the
kids want to stcp for a
snack. But your Kool-
atron is stocked with
fruit, sandwiches, cold
drinks, fried chicken...
fresh and cold. Every-
body helps themselves
and you have saved
valuable vacaticn time
and another expensive
restaurant bill.

Hot or cold. With the
switch of a plug, the
Koolatron beccmes a
food warmer for a
casserole, burger or
baby’s bottle. It zan go
up to 125 degrees.

And because there
are no temperamental
COMPIESSOLS Or gasses,
the Koolatron works
perfectly under all

10 pound block of ice.

From satellites to station wagons.
Thermo-electric temperature control has now
been proven with more than 25 years of use in
some of the most rigorous space and labora-
tory applications. And Koolatron is the first
manufacturer to make this technology avail-
able to families, fishermen, boaters, campers
and hunters- in fact anyon2 on the move.
Home refrigeration has come a long way
since the days of the ice bcx and the block of
ice. But when we travel, we go back to the
sloppy ice cooler with its soggy and sometimes

circumstances, even
upside down. Empty, the large model weighs
only 12 pounds and the smaller one weighs
just seven. Full, the large model holds up to
40 12-0z. cans and the smaller one holds six.

Just load it up and plug it in. On motor
trips, plug your Koolatron into your cigarette
lighter; it will use less power than a tai_ light.
If you decide to carry it to a picnic place or a
fishing hole, the Koolatron will hold its cool-
ing capacity for 24 hours. If you leave it
plugged into your battery with the engine off,
it consumes only three amps of power.
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Limited time
offer. Because Comtrad is bring ng this offer
to you directly, you save the cost of middle-
men and retail mark-ups. For a limited time
only, you can get this advanced, portable
Koolatron refrigera-

tor at the introduc- -

tory price of $99.
Cell today to take
advantage of this
special promotional
pricing. Most orders
are processed with-
in 72 hours.

Try it risk free.
We guarantee your
sazisfaction with
any produzt from
Comtrad Industries.
With the Koolatron
you get our com-

The versatile Kaolatron is avail-
able in two sizes The P24A holds
30 quarts and the smaller P9 holds

4 ts. An optional AC
lete “No Questions ~ **7" 74 ;
i ked” 30 d adaptor lets you use them in your
s 3 L
£ke 5 ay rec room, patie or motel room.

money-bac< guar-
antee. Plus you get
a full one year manufacturer’s limcted warran-
ty. If you are not satisfied for any reason, just
return the product for a complete refund.

$99 $12 S&H
$79 $8 S&H
$39 36 S&H

Please mention promotional code 022-TX1105
For fastest service call toll-free 24 hours a day

800-992-2966
® x|

To order by mail send check or money order for the
totel amount including S&H (VA residents add 4.5%
sales tax). Or charge it to your credi= card by en-
closing your account number and expiration date.

They plug into ety regular outlet,

Koolatron (P24A) holds 30 quarts...............
Koolatron (PY) holds 7 quarts ....................
Optional AC Adapter (AC 10) ..............

INDUS‘I‘RIES

2820 Waterford Lake Drive Suite 106
Midlothian, Virginia 23113



Plant Trees for America_

|
|
|
|
i

Ten Colorado blue spruces, or other
conifers selected to grow in your
area will be given to each person who
joins the Arbor Day Foundation.

Your trees will be shipped postpaid
at the right time for planting in your
area, February through May in the
spring or October through mid
December in the fall. The six to twelve
inch trees are guaranteed to grow, or
they will be replaced free.

To become a member and to
receive your free trees, send a $10
membership contribution to Ten
Blue Spruces, National Arbor Day
Foundation, 100 Arbor Avenue,
Nebraska City, NE 68410.

Join today, and plant your Trees
for America!

The National
/ Arbor Day Foundation

Duck Stamp Prints

Texas Duck Stamp Prints,
Texas Saltwater, Texas Quail,
A Texas Wild Turkey,
GCCA, Federal
John Cowan Prints
All Years

FREE
CATALOG

P.0. BOX 11056 « SPRING, TEXAS 77391-1056

(713) 370-6945 Serving Texas Collectors Since 1980

o
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Spin-Cast

Wildlife Feeders

5680 Randolph Blvd
San Antonio TX 78233
Phone: 210-653-7514 {Info}
210-653-3641 {Fax}
1-800-950-7087 or 8087
[Toll free for orders}

5

+Tax, S&H

«Introducing the Ultimate Feeding Machine-
*Six feeding times available®The rate of feed is fully adjustable for each
feedinge® All setting buttons operate forward and backwards®A Lithium bat-
tery maintains settings in memory for three years ® Press-to-test runs complete
system check and operates in conjunction with an adjustable motor activation
time delay*Low battery indicator®Solar confidence display shows when the
solar panel is charging the battery (Mk-1 model)® Progressive counter regis-

©1995 Spin-Cast, Inc.

...Continued from page 17.

ishment, “but there’s no reason to carry
on like that and try to blame someone
else.” And George turned around and
started fishing again.

E.L. was just sitting there with his
mouth open, holding his injured arm,
trying to sort thisall out, when George’s
very next cast snatched E.L.’s fishing
cap rightoft his head and pitched itinto
the water. The hook was still stuck in
the cap and George started reeling it
back in while E.L., who was speechless,
was feeling the top of his head with both
hands.

“The wind blew your cap off, E.L.,”
said George calmly. “Luckily, I've
snagged it so I can get it back for you.”

E.L. finally moved into action, rum-
maging through his tackle box and
tying on a huge, red-and-white Hula
Popper with two ugly treble-hooks
dangling offit. George was working his
hook out of E.L.s cap and when he
turned to hand it back to him, he saw
the Hula Popper and the look on E.L.’s
face. “Youwouldn’tdare!” said George,
some emotion at last in his voice.

“The hell T wouldn’t!” screamed
E.L., and he came at George with the
rod and lure like it was a fencing foil.
George used his own rod to try to keep
E.L.’saway, and for a few briefmoments
they dueled that way back and forth on
the bass boat.

In the end, George lost; and he sat
down, disgusted, with the red-and-
white Hula Popper imbedded in his
scalp. That’s where it stayed, too, all
the way back to the boat ramp and on
into town to old Doc Pennywell’s office.

But the funny thing is, E.L. Raines
and George Hancock have gone fishing
together several times since then. I saw
them the other day myselfjustabove the
dam. I guess they deserve each other.

If you bave an outdoor story you'd like to
share with Ezra Ward, jot it down and send it
to his attention at Texas Parks & Wildlife
magazine, 3000 South Interstate 35, Suite 120,
Austin, Texas 78704.

But don’t be surprised if it looks somewhat
different if Ezra decides to use it and you see it
in print through the lives and adventures of his
characters. Ezra andthe folks in Three Corners,
after all, have their cwn way of looking at things.
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STOP

POACHING

Reward for information

The Best Tn The Field . . .

AUTOMATIC

HUNTERS - FISHERMEN - WILDLIFE VIEWERS

(S8 -\ cq+ THOUSANDS IN USE WORLDWIDE DUE TO
QUALITY AND DEPENDABLE SERVICE,
YET AFFORDABLE.
+ 80, 250, 300, 500, & 1,000 Ib. capacities
« Install on pipe legs or hanging
+ Tough, specially made, H,0-tight hoppers
made from galvanized metal & durably painted.
Not a cheap barrel Nor of black heat absorbing
STUBLEG  Plastic.
+ Feed at selected times.
DEPENDABLE TIMERS to choose from. THE TIMER IS THE

FEED HOPPER

I'm a rancher and
Beefmaster breeder.

My family and I have
always enjoyed
wildlife. Through an
automatic feeding
program, we have
improved the quality
of our wildlife and
our ranches.

leading to the conviction
of game and fish law vio-
lators. Call day or night.

OPERATION
GAME THIEF

1-(800) 792-GAME

MOTOR

FEED
CISTRIBUTOR

FEEDER & FLOW, INC

MOST IMPORTANT PART IN ANY AUTOMATIC FEEDER. Our
Timers Adapt To All Similar Feeding Systems.
BATTERY . 6 or 12V "TOP OF THE LINE" 2H612 TIMER:
Quartz, Solid-state, Intergrated Circuit. Single . " g
IMER
o iz vouT by gpraton. ety o
+ OUR "ORIGINAL" 6V TIMER: #6-1/2 c.p.m. | maintenance.

+ ECONOMY 12V "GET BY" MINI TIMER. ; ; '

+ Dry cell or rechargeable D.C. battery.
NOLAN RYAN

We've been using
Lehman-H Automatic
Feeders for years
and are well

+ Timer & motor kits.

3 YEAR WARRANTY - FULLY GUARANTEED
Write or call for FREE BROCHURE
ROUTE 3 - BOX 53, Dept. TPW
CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 78415
(512) 855-0049

’ 4 PLUS NON-MECHANICAL
Visa + MasterCard + American Express

Missing Some Issues?

Believe it or not, there are a few TEXAS PARKS &
WILDLIFE subscribers who have kept every issue
since the inaugural one published in December 1942.
Your collection may not go back that far, but if it’s
missing some issues you still can fill the gaps by
calling toll-free 1-800-937-9393.

Here a few examples of back issues that contain articles
and photos that are just as interesting now as they were
when first published.

March/April 1936

The special hard-cover Sesquicentennial issue celebrates
Texas’ 150th birthday with essays and paotos chronicling
the changes in land, wildlife, waters and people during
the state’s first century and a half. — $&

August 1990

Diving in the Desert... Spring Power — W-mberley’s Cypress
Creek... Texas Swimming Holes. .. Daingerfield State Park. ..
Life on the Lomas — The Threatened Texas Tortoise — $5

This 96-page Golden Anniversary issue salutes our 50 years
of publication with an essay by the renowaed writer
John Graves and pictures from the state’s foremost nature
photographers. — $8

May 1993

Springtime Pyrotechnics — The Beauty of Sprinz Storms. ..
Neotropical Birds in Trouble... Gorman Falls... Colorado
Bend State Park... Backyard Camping — $5

54 February 1995



Shp soundlessly into a
tangle of trees...

Your Bradford Ex hange
Advantages:

o A 1and-numbered limited-edition

caaze of this recommendation

o4 ( stinctive work of art on a
umijue oval skape by acclaimed
wi d|

*Pierced foot rim.

‘Hanging cord not -
_included.

Please Resaond Promplly
THE BRADFORD EXC
9345 Milwaukee Avenu N IE

7OF PLATE COLLECTING

er's Calm.”
| understand | need SEND NO MCNEY NOW. | will be
billed $29.90* when my plate is skizped
Limit: one plate per order.
Signature
Mr. Mrs. Ms.

Address

o~

City




Fast Food
For Finches

A high-rise backyard
feeder stocked with
sunflower seeds paid off
for freelance photogra-
pher Joe Mac Hudspeth,
who got this shot of
two male American
nches. These bi
can be seen $§ MOS:
of Texas during winter,
and they are known ta
nest in the northeastern

part of the state.
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