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N OCTOBER 20, 2000, JOHN LINDSEY CELEBRATED THE NEW MILLENNIUM up on Lake Meredith

in the Texas Panhandle by catching a 14.14-pound largemouth bass with a fly rod. I was ata

dinner in Fort Worth less than 24 hours later, and the tables were buzzing about this exciting feat

and all its details, right down to the weight of the tippet tied to Lindsey’s leader. You know it was
thrilling for him, but it was also thrilling for the rest of us. We caught the fish vicariously many times over and
will no doubt continue to do so for years to come.

Similar tales now come out of the boat ramps and marinas of Texas every year as our public waters continue
to provide average anglers the opportunity to fish for bass in the big leagues.

a4
Building on our
success and a
foundation of solid
support, our goal
will be that one day

soon, an angler will

catch the world-

record bass in Texas.

one day soon, an angler will catch the world-record bass in Texas.

I know that fish will be our there in Texas waters in the years ahead, and I look forward to experiencing, with
everyone else, the thrill of the angler who catches her and the pride of having produced her.

We are going to do this together.

From the Pen of Andrew Sansom
By ,f,,?'k—

It hasn’t come by accident.

First, Texas Parks and Wildlife staff has doggedly pursued a progressive approach
to bass management for the past 15 years that is based on sound science and has
been consistently supported by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission. In the
process, these dedicated biologists have been subjected to name-calling and ridicule
when their recommendations were not popular or universally supported.

Second, despite the often fractious and factional nature of the bass fishing
community, its leadership and its rank and file have stepped forward again and
again to support the program, to take the lead in promoting the concept of catch
and release, and to do whatever has been necessary to help us make fishing better.

Finally, philanthropic institutions led by the Parks and Wildlife Foundation of
Texas and the Anheuser-Busch Foundation have generously supplemented the
revenues received by Texas Parks and Wildlife from anglers through the sale of
fishing licenses, providing the necessary capital to move bass management in Texas
to a higher level. This past year alone, with funding from Anheuser-Busch, 22
trophy bass, each weighing more than 13 pounds, were contributed live to the
Budweiser Sharelunker Program by participating anglers. In their own spawning
units at the Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center in Athens, these big fish produced
more than 93,000 fry, which will strengthen the genetics of big bass in the waters
of our state.

Now, as Ken Kurzawski writes in this issue, we begin a new chapter: Operarion
World Record.

Building on our success and a foundation of solid support, our goal will be that
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Carol Flake Chapman, in keeping
with her Native American an

OUL ani-
mals and the narural world. She
has written two books about
hor

rown, and
once wrote a poem honoring a rac-
ing camel in Dubai that she read
aloud for an audience of Bedouins and shei

dM314 3HL NI

s galloped a racehorse through the
New Forest in England and a vineyard in Tus
among othe
sook a  the p of Native American tr
the modern world. In this issue she

camel trek in Big Bend Ranch State Park.

Dan Barton is a woodworker and
building contractor who has
restored and remodeled many older
homes in Austin and Central
Texas. The Institute of Texan
Cultures in San Antonio and the

S Dougherty Arts Center in Austin
have exhibited his hand-built early Texas-style furniture.
He maintains an zvid interest in the outdoors, which
goss back to hs childhood in rural Dallas County. He
has hunted, Fi<=d, canoed and rafted in Texas, New
Mzxico, Uta=, Colorado and Mexico. In this issue he
writes about a blus quail hunt on the Black Gap
Wildlife Management Area. He and his wife, Judith, a
painter and = peychologist, live in Austin.
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Those authors aiming for this year’s Texas Book Festival held in early
November ensured that my family and friends would have a wide
selection of new titles from which to choose, and so I have a handsome stash of

new books to kick off the new year.

The most precious of these is fohn Graves and the Making of Goodbye to a
River: Selected Letters, 1957-1960, a keepsake edition published by
TaylorWilson Publishing to honor John Graves as the featured author of Texas
Book Festival 2000 and to mark the 40th anniversary of Goodbye
to a River. Edited by David S. Hamrick and designed by D.].
Stout, the smallish volume is illustrated with the photos Graves

BOOKS ARE MY FAVORITE HOLIDAY GIFTS, both to give and to receive.

himself took with a Brownie camera on the Brazos trip in 1957.
These letters allow a a fascinating glimpse into the mind of
the man and the exacring attention to detail that is his hallmark.
In a letter to J. Frank Dobie dated September 9, 1960, Graves
comments on Goodbye to @ River: “In it I tried to say a few things
honestly, and as well as I could.” That perfect sentence made me

wish everyone who writes would end by writing that sentence o B
and then signing their name. |

- Picks, Pans and Probes from f’reﬁiou'ﬁ Issues

Loving “Life on the Llano”

funny thing happened to me
this morning as I flipped
through your November 2000

issue. The gods guided my eyes and
fingers to the Llano story.

Now, I take and enjoy your
magazine and other Texas
titles, but I've very
seldom, if ever, found
they could touch me
with the magic of
Joycean prose. On the
contrary; quite often |
find myself being
aware that something
else should have been
said, or could have
been better said.

The book is arranged into four chapters followed by an
annotated bibliography, which I confess I turned to first to see

: John Graves was at Rice

But this was

_ ; . when | was at Baytane || different. As I scanned
what I might have missed over the years, and need to track o §ham i o Texns -.t:me . " slang, [ was cajoled
down. It struck me how fortunate we are to have John Graves " e o Ol o the cadence of the
writing a Texas Rivers series for Texas Parks ¢ Wildlife (his articles - lgongjv.mt].a_ the -;;nd' :th?' bt Sl
on the Canadian, Pecos and Llano rivers have run in the past year Texas °f1 Frank Dobie, Tom stopped scan,ning e
or so, and he'll soon have a piece on the Neches ready for your ; Lea and 't}tl_'iers mandouiaf (|
pleasure). It also struck me that I and this magazine’s staff are Texas. John Gms evoked §t vkis ohly afiecd
merely the latest students in a lengthy series of publishers and it, ind evokes It Qti_l{. | fiishiad: teadicig thar
editors who have been gently (but quite firmly!) molded through o o uﬂ G R e
our discourse with John Graves: He has educated and improved " - .W'DJ ok i
us with his commitment to the written word. - Crockelt o },\({)h(; gralewrz[:ais

This Texas Rivers series would not have come to pass without
the vision and determination of Texas State Photographer Wyman Meinzer,
whose photographs have accompanied John Graves' text on the Canadian,
Pecos and Llano pieces and will grace future Texas Rivers installments. Meinzer
also took the photograph on this issue’s cover of Robert Liles, to whom he was
both close friend and unselfish mentor.

We are honored to showcase the powerful talents of these three men, just a
few of the many talented contributors who make this magazine great.

e

was at Rice when I was

at Baylor. We shared a Texas, one now

gone with the wind, the Texas of

I ]. Frank Dobie, Tom Lea and others in
! and out of Texas. John Graves evoked

! it, and evokes it still. Thanks, Mr.

+ Graves, it was lovely.

W.D. Julian
Crockett
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MAIL CALL

ohn Graves article on the Llano
river was enjoyably written and the
photography was outstanding. |
think that perhaps I can shed some
light on the origin and meaning of the
rivers name.

For the most part, the names given
to rivers by Spanish explorers were
descriptive; they referred to a river’s
appearance or to its characteristics.
Good examples are Rio Colorads, Rio
Blanco, Rio Grande and Rio Frio (Red
River, White River, Big River and Cold
River). Sometimes a river was named
for something associated with it, such
as Rio de los Pedernales and Rio de los
Nueces (River of the Flints and River of
the Nuts). English-speaking explorers
would have naturally called these two
the Flint River and the Pecan River.

My point is this: The names are
essentially straightforward; they do not
require a long etymological journey o
arrive at their meaning. Neither does
Rio Llano. It simply means “Flar River,”
and it is a perfectly sensible name,
because it is not named for the terrain
through which it flows, but for its own
characeristics.

For most of its length, che river runs
through fairly shallow and sandy land
which is underlain by limestone in the
upper reaches and granite in the lower.
Unable to carve a deep channel in the
hard rock, the river has made for itself a
wide and shallow bed — a flat bed —
which is much wider than the stream
itself. This stream often changes its
course, shifting from side ro side within
the banks, which are neither high nor
steep, at least not on both sides at the
same point. In short, it offers a pretty
flat crossing in most places, and it’s a
river [ have known, enjoyed and loved
for more than 60 years.

Willis McPherson
Rochelle

ank you folks most sincerely
tor John Graves' richly
evocative article in your

November 2000 issue. The Llano is
indeed one of few relatively unspoiled

Texas rivers and is the heart and soul of
a large portion of the Hill Country.

Mr. Graves proves once again that
his writing has an innate ability to
capture the spirit of a river and its
banks. His awareness of the Comanche
is nearly preternatural. However, his
understanding of the presence of the
Spanish in the area is in need of one
minor correction, and the mistake is
not his.

As Mr. Graves pointed out, some
275 years prior to his recent foray, the
Spanish had indeed mined the region
for silver. Slightly less than 100 years
ago, the historian Bolton did fruitlessly
attempt to extract riches from a mine
he had found in the Riley Mountains
south of Llano, believing it to be the
famous Los Almagres.

Unfortunately, conventional
wisdom holds that Bolton’s misad-
venture on Honey Creek closed the
book on the whereabouts of Los
Almagres. Recent research performed
under the financing auspices of the
Texas Historical Foundation has
established thar Bolton was about
a mile and a half away from the true
site, or at least one true site, of Los
Almagres.

In the last several years, a handful of
shafts have been discovered on
Packsaddle Mountain. These, it is now
believed, are more accurately described
as the famous Los Almagtes mines. The
Texas Historical Foundation and lead
archacologist Christopher Caran are
undertaking a survey of the region to
see if there are more such near-
prehistoric mine shafts. In the
meantime, you can read abour our
progress in Heritage, the magazine of
the Texas Hisrorical Foundation. You
can contact us at 512-453-2154, or
find us on the web at <texashf.org>.

Thank you again for a wonderful
article, and thank you for the
opportunity to toot our horn a little.

Oliver Franklin, Executive Director
Iexas Historical Foundation

Make Tracks .

CLEL LBl

to the
Dallas Safari Club
"Tracks-In Wild Territory”
Convention and Hunter's Expo
January 26-28, 2001
at the Dallas Market Hall.

Visit nearly 500 exhibits
from Alaska to Zimbabwe
featuring hunting, fishing and
outdoor adventures & gear
from around the globe.

For more information contact:
Dallas Safari Club
6390 LBJ Freeway, #108
Dallas, TX 75240
(972) 980-9800
(800) 960-HUNT

www_biggame .org
info@biggame.org
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Convention & Hunter's Expo
January 26-28, 2001
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Located on IH-10 near the
Texas-Louisiana border,
Orange lies on the banks of
the beautiful fish-filled
Sabine River. Just a short §
cruise away, you will find
Sabine Lake and the Gulf of
Mexico for excellent salt-
water angling, For Fishing
fun and excitement, call or
write for our free brochure.

Tony Houseman State Park
& Wildlife Management
Area is #| on the Great
Texas Coastal Birding Trail.
Visit the TxDot Travel
Information Center by

PRPING fogia e e
Sabine River Bridge into
Texas.
ORANGE CONVYENTION
&VISITORS BUREAU
1012 Green Ave. = Onrange, TX 77630
1-800-528-4906
Fax 409-886-3247
E-Mail: orgcvb@exp.net
www.org-tx.com/chamber

Isn’t your view
worth a Pentax?

Pentax 10 X 42
DCF/WP

Fully Multi-coated Lenses * Close Focusing (10 feet)
Waterproof/Fogproof * Nitrogen Purged
Phase Corrected Prisms * Long Eye Relief
Rubber Armored * Lightweight (26.8 0z.) * Center Focus
Click-stop Diopter * Lifetime Warranty

Free Comprehensive Optic Buying Guide &
Price List on all major brands.

[Web Site: http://www.eagleoptics.com|
l = (800) 289-1132 |
Eagle Optics

2120 W. Greenview Dr. #4
Middleton, WI 53562 (608) 836-7172
email: earnestl@eagleoptics.com
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MAIL CALL

our article “Life on the Llano”
in the November issue was
super. I've traveled through
that country for many years en route
to Austin, San Antonio and Laredo
and didn’t know what [ was missing.
One question, where does the James
River join the Llano?
Austin Roberts
Odessa

SUSAN L. EBERT replies: The James
River flows into the Llano in Mason
County, just west of the bridge that
crosses over the Llano River on RR
2389. Go south on RR 1723 from the
city of Mason for about 2.4 miles until
it intersects RR 2389. Head southwest
on RR 2389 for 4.7 miles until you
cross the bridge on the Llano River. The
James merges with the Llano about a
quarter-mile to the west of the bridge.

A Dual Nature, or a Nature Duel?

am not renewing because of your

magazine’s split personality. Texans

who hike, love wildlife and go
birding are not likely to be hunters
and gunners. You need separate
magazines for these conflicting tastes.

Jerry Franks
Midland

ary Ann Baker’s request for

WO magﬂzi[les becﬂuse Shﬁ

has to “endure the hunting
and fishing issues” begs a reply.

She states, “there is at least one
article that appeals to the
conservationist/naturalist/science
educator in every issue.” Gosh, what
makes her think being a hunter
and/or fisherman excludes one from
being a conservationist, naturalist or a
science educator? Hunting and fishing
go hand in hand with conservation,
nature and education. It is well
known that hunters and fishermen
finance many, if not most,
conservation efforts in Texas and the
United States. As an engineering
graduate of Texas Tech University, |

feel T know something abour science
education, besides having spent
thousands and thousands of dollars in
my 51 years on licenses, fees,
ammunition, guns and fishing
equipment. There are millions of
others just like me out there, and T'll
stack our efforts and spending up
against Mary Ann and her associates
anytime. The magazine is just fine the
way it Is.

= Dalton Taylor

The Simple Joys of a Good Dog
im Anderson’s Legend of “Simply

Gus” was a sweet tribute to many
a canine hunting companion.

The reamwork of a hunter and dog
borders on ESP (extrasensory
perception) as they silently sit in a
blind awaiting the game of the day.
This hunting partnership, of reading
each other’s minds, has put many a
fine meal on the table.

The story rekindled memories of
my own dear Labrador retriever
hunting companion, Black Diamond
Abbey. And for you nature lovers: The
idea of removing the “love of nature”
from “hunting and fishing” is virtually
impossible, not to mention barbaric
and inhumane.

Peggie Kimberlin
Flower Mound
e S e S e e e ]
Sound off for “Mail Call!”
- Texas Parks e Wildlife magazine
welcomes letters from our readers.
Please include your name, address
and daytime telephone number.
Write to us at .
Texas Larks ¢ Wildlife magazine,
3000 South TH 35, Suite 120,
Austin, TX 78704,
Or, fax us at 512-707-1913.
E-mail us at :
<mag’azi"n'e@tpwd.s_tate;tx.us>.
Subscribe at
<tpwmagazine.coms.-

= Letters designated by this symbol
were delivered to us via e-mail.
We reserve the right to edit letters for
length and clarity.
R A P .




THE TEXAS OUTDOORS

OLITICIANS and ergi-

aezrs have long come

ap with grandiose
plans for moving water from
cne plaze o anotker. Ons
rlan propased tow.ng icelergs
-om Aatarctica tc Saudi
Acabia. And Alas<a
Govzrnor Wally Hickel
dieamed up a $150 billion,
1,700-mile undersea pipelin=
w pipe water from Alaska tc
Calitorniz. This month,
wien 15 -zgional water-
plannirg groups submit
taeir 53-year plans to the
Texas Warer Development
Eoard —r review, ceems like
a firing time to look back
ar Texas” biggest water boon-
doggle o date — the 1968
Water “'lan.

The ~958 plan involver
developing an astsunding
supply of water — enough
to subracrge Conrecticur,
Massachusetts, Naw Jersey,
Rhode “sland anc the
Districr of Columbia to a
depta of ene foot ‘with semz
left over). The key features
of the pla= included a canal
that woule have tapped the
Mississ i River below New
Orleans, bringing 12 to 13
million acre-feet (ane acre-
footis 225,851 ga'lons of
wate-) ~undreds o- miles to

=k
a8

The biggest little water plan in Texas

Texas. Txe scil and debris
excavated 1o create the canal
in Louisizra would have been

used -o create a massive levesz

to =ct as a bacrier against in-
land floacing fom hurricares.
The caral, they reasoned,
could also be used for barge
shioping Serwzen New
Orlzans and the Beaumont/
Por: Arthur/Crange area.
The Sakine River, incon-
veriently cur of place,
would ke mzade to run
bac<ward to connect to
the cznzl from Louisiana.
Once in Texas, the
Mississippi River
water waould enter two
zerent-lined zqueducts
zalled the Coastal Canal
and the “rans-Texas
Canal. These canals
werz ro snake 1,200 miles
across te northern and %
southzrn portions of
Texas. The Coastal Canal
wo.ild extend -o the Rio
Grande Valler. On the
wav, it would qave had
-0 “duc=” underneath
“ou- majar 1 vers and
142 minar st-eams along
-he Texas Gulf Coast.
The sezend zanal, the
Trans-Texas, would have
cranspo-ted the Mississippi
River wazzr ta northeast

Texas, then uph ll to
Lubbocl, with ene spur
veering off to Naw Mexico
and another to the Trans-Pecos
and then El Paso. The water
would be pump=d uphill
more than 4,000 fzer from
the Mississippi River to

Lubbock to meet the irriga-
tion needs of the Texas High
Plains. (At the time, the
Ogallala Aquifer was expected
to be depleted by 2020.

Thanks to conservation
measures, it is now expected
to provide water further into
the future.)

To pump the vater to its
final destination, the project
would have required 7 million
kilowatts of e ectricity —
more than a third of the
generating capacity in Texas
at the time. The 7J.S. Bureau
of Reclamarticen, which had
its own even arger version
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of the Texas Water Plan,
calculated that 12 million
kilowatts would be needed

— and that 12 nuclear power |

plants would be necessary to
provide the additional power
because nuclear power

would soon be “dirt cheap.”

In addition to the canals,
62 new reservoirs, mostly
in East Texas, would have
been constructed to cap-
ture another 4 million
acre-feet of water for even-
tual shipment to Lubbock
and the Rio Grande Valley.
The new reservoirs would
have covered 4,500 square
miles of land. The Sulphur
River in East Texas would
have been dammed from the
Louisiana border almost to
Dallas. The plan also includ-
ed the elimination of some
60 million acres of water-
guzzling brush, including
saltcedar and juniper.

In 1968 the cost to Texas
for the plan was projected by
the TWDB to be $3.5 billion,
with an additional $5.5 bil-
lion to come from the federal
government. Some estimated
that the project would ulti-
mately have cost close to
$14 billion in 1968 dollars.

For the plan to proceed,
an amendment to the Texas
Constitution was needed for
the state to finance its share
of the project. In the end, the
plan was defeated at the ballot
box — by only 6,000 votes.
Thus it became the plan that
never was, and thankfully so.

Today the 1968 Texas

| Water Plan stands as a mon-

ument to another time,
when bigger was always bet-
ter. Marlk Twain’s words
seem to apply to such
endeavors when he said,
“Man is the only animal that
blushes. Or needs to.”

— Todd Vorteler |

A SHORE
THING

What's that great
sucking sound
. on the beach at
Port Aransas?
Sheepshead fishers
\ finding ghost
shrimp bait.

ICKNAMED THE
“convict fisk’ for
N their stiped, jai-like

| unitorrrs and thzir reputation
for stealing bait, sheepshead
havz rows of dangero.s

human-_ ke teeth and arent

shy about using ther:.
Sheepshz=ad are zasy f<h to
catch zand will tzke st
| about anything edibl= off an
angler’s __ne, no matter how
much it zosts or wher special
fish it's eimed to catco. A
favorite bait among same
loczls ard wintering Texans
is gaost shrimp, a frec bait
thar sheepshead cant resist.
Beforz sunrise on the beach

just behind the Casa del

Cortez condominicms at

Port Aransas, the view along
the shore ine is of fshermen
harvesting ghost shrimpx The
tiny, one- -o two-inch shrimp
burrow into the sard where
the surf washes in at low
tide. They leave pencil-s.z2
holes anz are buried within
a foot of the surface.

How do you evict them
from their holes? The easiest
way is to ase 2 “sand pump,”
which consists of a three-
inch-wid= PVC pipe with a
plunger iaside attached wc a
crosspiece handle on th= top,
like a bic;cle pump. They
can be bought for 520, or
made for about $7, anc are
relatively zasy to usz.

After -ke waves rzceds and
the bubklzs scak inte the send,
small helzs appear. Put the
pump over a hole ard press
it into thz wet sanc whie
pulling on th= plurger han-
dle. Tt wil sirk abour six
inches deeper as it sucks the
shrimp and sand irto the
tube. Squirt the contents

| back onte the beach. Pluck

out the gkost shrimp. which

| are tiny, inkish anc neezly

transparent. _f the scunned

| or wriggling morsel is too

small, leave it to burrow
back into the sand. The larg-
er the shrimp, the better the

¥ sheepshead will see them.

Some anglers work together,
one holding the pail while
the other operates the pump.

‘ - ‘Those ghost shrimping
s

A of a plastic milk jug and

alone often cut the top out

strap their belt through the
handle, leaving both hands

| free for holding the pump
' and pulling the plunger.

Anglers are limited to taking
20 ghost shrimp daily and
need a fishing license with a
saltwater stamp.

Fisherman Louis Czech
fishes for shecpshead around
the jetties and piers of Port
Aransas, where the waves are
deep. Sheepshead like decp,
clear pools and hang around
anything coral will grow on.

To bait the line for sheeps-
head, first attach a heavy
spiked weight to the end
of the line, then hang a few

| .
ghost shrimp a foot or more

apart so they’ll dangle up off

the bottom and four to five

| feet below the surface. Ghost

shrimp are fragile creatures,
so don' try casting with them.
Just toss the line out fairly far
and let it sink to the botrom.
Then reel it back in to hook
the weight in the mud. When
the sheepshead takes the bait,
it will pull the hook back out
of the mud so you can reel it in.
In Texas, ghost shrimp
and sheepshead are always
in season. Sheepshead average
two to three pounds, but can
grow to 10 pounds. The

minimum catch size is 12

| inches, and the daily bag

limit is five. And while they
may look dangerous, their
tasty meat — similar to drum
— makes it worth the risk.

— Nancy V. Sont

i
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.‘waﬁer Ftshnries Cek__ .
 Athens. For more information
 cell 903-676-BASS.

' Espeu:ltes for TPW on public
_ pro:erty Schools, :i:lubs or

call 8oo-792-1112,

: mww.tpwd.state tx.us)

FIELD NOTES

What setter way to start off
the New Year than by votun-.- :

teering? Texas Parks and
Wildlife has a few sugges-

~ tians on how you and your

fzm ly can join the volunteer

 effort while enjoying the
: gzuat outdoors!

- AMBASSADOR VGLuuTEER

 PROGRAM: Volunheers teach

chiidrer: ﬁshmg e ics and

nec‘mques. work at the

~ castng pond. and serve as
tour gudes for groups

~ wishing to visit the hatchery

Texas NATURE TRACKERS:
ananteers monlto popula-
bcnns of rare speu&s in their

' area Participants receive

training and agreeto collect
data about a specific

cummumty groups that

“would like information about

vntunteer c-pportimlﬁes can

 Sme me Vowmm ;

Almcst all state parks have
o;ip'ertunities for volunteers

_to get involved. Volunteer
 pasitions, rangmg fmrn tour

guides to trail mamten_ance

assistants, may be short-

term for specific events or

ongning programs. To learn

-"n_nibes, tontact th manag-

e~ ar volunteer c_oqrdinator

at th2 park of your choice or

ext. 4415,
 for more information

about TPW volunteer

oppartunities, visit our

Wet site at :

ODAY MOST TEXANS

are growing up

unable to see the
stars their grandparents knew
so well. And scientists fear
we could lose the view of the
stars altogether unless cities
learn to shine lights toward
the ground instead of up
into the night sky.

“Compared to a viewing
location out in the country,
people in cities get to see
abour 2 percent of all the
stars visible. That’s a 98
percent loss,” says Dr. Fritz
Benedict, a senior research
scientist at the McDonald
Observarory.

He knows firsthand the
frustration of trying to star-
gaze within the city limits.
“In the mid-"90s, two fairly
bright comets visited the
inner solar system. One
evening Comet Hyakutake

was directly overhead. I went

out to my Austin backyard,
looked up and saw nothing
but a bright orange glow

from the local roads. Shortly

thereafter, my wife and [

| moved 15 miles west of

Austin to Lakeway. From
there, the second comet,

Hale-Bopp, was easily visible.”

Light pollution is not just
a problem here in Texas.
Populated arcas around the

world are losing their view of

the universe, say astronomers
at the International
Astronomical Union General
Assembly. According to the
National Academy of
Scientists, the light that
obscures the view of the night
sky, also called “sky glow,”
comes from inefficient lighting
sources that do little to
increase nighttime safety,
utility or security. The

academy says these lights
cost more than $1 billion
annually in wasted energy
in the United States alone.

Fortunately, something
can be done to pur the stars
back in the sky. Ascronomers
urge cities to adopt better
lighting design. Low-pressure
sodium lights, for example,
can replace existing fixtures
for most streers, parking lots
and other locations. They
reduce glare and save money.
On an individual level, resi-
dents can choose well-shield-
ed fixtures and turn off lights
when they’re not needed.

To many, losing our view
of the stars means losing an
essential part of our humanity.
“Every culture on earth has
lived with a clear view of the
Milky Way for at least a part
of each month. Trying to
explain the Milky Way
defined us as human.
Unfortunutely, more than 70
percent of the people on this
planet live in cicies and never
have a chance to look up
and wonder.”

— Erica House

Composite of satellite images showing the extent of outdoor lighting in the continental United States.
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Thanks to the efforts of concerned

LR

landowners, the Attwater’s prairie
chicken is coming home to roost.

F RANCHES WERE NAMED | ranchers in the area have

FOR the birds that

populated them, the
Elicks place would have been
called the Attwater’s Prairie
Chicken Ranch. A grouse
species that once thrived on
the 1,800-acte spread along
the San Bernard River near
Sealy, the Attwater’s prairie
chicken has become one of
North Americas most endan-
gered birds. Once numbering
more than a million, the
population was down to a
mere 50 birds last year.

But John Elick and fellow

joined an effort to bring the
bird back, to restore some-
thing of a lost element to
the important Gulf Coast
prairie ecosystem. “I want
to do something for
wildlife,” says Elick, one of
eight landowners working to
restore Texas™ coastal prairie
habitat on more than
17,800 acres. “I want to
help create and maintain
habirat for wildlife because
I believe that what is good
for the ecology of the land is
good for me and my ranch.”

The Coastal Prairie
Conservation Initiative
- allows landowners to vol-
unteer to receive cost-share
incentives to carry out
prairie habitat conservation
practices such as brush

and prescribed burning to

improve the health of
their rangeland.
Landowners can also sign

a Safe Harbor agreement,
which essentially immunizes

them from liability under
the Endangered Species Act
if management practices

attract endangered species.

Before he became
involved, Elick worried that
the federal government

would infringe on his prop-

erty rights if it was discov-
ered that his property
attracted such a splendid

| array of wildlife, including
| the prairie chicken and the

control, grazing management

bald eagle. After hearing
about the Safe Harbor
agreements, Elick
approached program repre-
sentatives within the U.S.
Fish & Wildlife Service
and the local Resource
Conservation and
Development Board.

“Basically,” said Elick, “I
learned that the Safe Harbor
was designed to protect the
ranch owner’s property rights,
and yer provide the govern-
ment special use ranchland
for endangered species habi-
tat without the price tag of
acquiring the land. Both the
government and private
landowner benefit.”

Elick is looking forward to
the day when the Attwater’s
prairie chicken comes home
to roost. Its a piece of the
past that'’s been missing from
his ranch for too long.

—Ben lkenson




Hunting fer the...
LLTIMATE SLAM

* All Species of Game - Native, Exotics,
Waterfowl, Upland Birds, Hogs, etc.

* All Types of Hunts - Season, Package & Day

* Detailed Information - Prices, Acreage,
Facilities, Contacts, efc.

* Hundreds of Photos and Hunts
* Arlicles by Top Outdoor Writers
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EXT TIME YOU of close-woven, water-resis-
grab just the tant fabrics. Some also have | 4

right size leader | shoulder/neck elastic yokes

material out of | that greatly reduce farigue
your fishing vest pocket, | when hiking and casting for
you can thank legendary fly  long periods. The second
fisherman Lee Wulff. In is a partial mesh-vest, a
1930 Wulff designed what well-ventilated garment
has since become the tradi- suitable for warmer climates. |
tional fishing vest. This | This type of vest is great for |
short, lightweight, fast- | wading, boating or open-water Above: Ozvis Inflatable Super Tac-L-Pack Ve:t

drying garment keeps the

ﬁshing in the coastal flats in Below: Filson Foul Weather Vest

arms free and has several the early or late season. i
pockets to hold all the small | In woodland situations,

tackle bits and tools you " however, they tend to hang
need while fishing in a on every snag as you move
stream. To fully appreciate along a narrow spring creek

this improvement, you have

or brushy riverbank. The
to remember what anglers | tighter mesh weaves are
wore before Wulff’s invention: | designed to hang up less

a long, bulky, restrictive than the large-holed net-

English waistcoast of wool mesh types. Top-of-the-line

or thick cotton that got models from Orvis, Simms,
heavy when water-soaked. Columbia, and Patagonia
The basic style of the ‘ solve this problem by

modern fishing vest has using a very light-
changed litde over the years, weight, tear-resis-
tant fabric.

A third style
current models some distinct | option, well-suited

but improvements in materials

and construction give the

advantages. Keep in mind, for Texas, is the chest-
though, that the traditional | pack, which offers freedom 4§
fishing vest was designed | of movement and plenty of | Above: Wasc River Sidekick I and Sidekick Sug-eme
mainly with the freshwater  ventilation. A quality exam- Belowr Columbia Caddis Creek Mesh Vest
trout enthusiast in mind. ple is the C.C. Filson Foul
In Texas, unless you are ‘ Weather Vest ($130, Filson,
fishing in the cooler months, = 800-297-1897), made of |
other systems — such as a waterproof cloth. This vest
multipocketed shirt, small features two front pouches
shoulder bag, or waist or and adjustable harness straps
Fl  chest pack — provide combined with a center-back
E more comfort. rucksack that provides just
2 The newest vests are enough storage for the essen-
Ml dcsigned for two climatic | tials — including a net, extra
types. The northern or reel, point-and-shoot camera,

mountain models are made snacks and raingear. The
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Sidekick Supreme ($79,
Wood River, 800-897-3474 )
is a smaller chest/shoulder/
waist pack made of light,
durable, synthetic fabric. It
opens into a drop-front tray
for casy access, selection and
assembly of leaders and
lures. Also available is a
tiny belt-pouch, Sidekick I
($49.50, Wood River), made
of the same material and grear
for carrying minimal items
on a day trip.

The more and larger the
pockets, the bulkier and
heavier the vest or pack gets.
Fishers with a tendency for
gadgets often carry too much
stuff, resulting in load fatigue.
In response, manufacturers
are now creating minimalist
vests for warmer regions,
like the vertical pocket
Caddis Creek ($90,
Columbia, 800-547-8066),
with only a few pockets on
a short mesh bodice — a
design that eliminates bulk
and casting interference.
Other new designs include
women's vests with pockets
positioned to fit the feminine
physique, and youth vests in
scaled-down proportions.

Of course, you may want
a traditional solid-cloth vest
for those steelhead, salmon,
and trout fishing trips out
West or North. The
Inflatable Super Tac-L-
Pack ($149, Orvis, 800-
548-9548), a combination
vest/pull-tab flotation
device, is an excellent
choice for safety while
fishing dangerous rivers
and deep wilderness lakes,
Sure, you may carty too
much stuff or slip and get
wet, but thanks to Lee
Waulff and new technology,
your fishing vest won't weigh

you down — and it can

even help keep you afloat.
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No matter where the fish are, Travis Boating

$12,995

Cgﬁ?é ‘cah gét you to them. As one of the

world‘% largest retail boating chains, you'll find an
unequaled selection. You'll also discover that our volume buying
means outstanding prices and exceptional value with our
exclusive Travis Edition packages, complete with the motor
and accessories you want. Plus we can put it all together with
attractive financing, tailored to your budget. From state-of-
the-art bass boats to bay boats to aluminum fishing boats, the
promise land is closer than you think.To get a closer look,
see your nearest Travis Boating Center or visit us online at
www.travisboatingcenter.com.

tho Travis Boaﬂng Center neamst you,
call toli fme or go online at:

RAVISIBOATING

CENTER




i Sl A

TRAVIS EDITION | | = I
__RANGER 522 SVS | B 106G 17995 B

Note:Boats shown are “or flustrative,

purposes and features mzy Bot match.

All prices include freight 3~d dealer prep.
e Exclyde TTEL :

~ OTHER LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT:
ABILENE®  9i5-672-2171  HOUSTON.  281-591-2023 @ ALABAMA M ARKANSAS

ARLINGTOM  817265-3232 LEWISVILLE . 972-436-2623 M FLORIDA B GEORGIA
AUSTIN 512-250-9000 ~MIDLAND  915-637-3261 B LOUISIANA B MISSISSIPPI

BEAUMONT  409-860-9444 SANANTONIO 210-654-8333 M OKLAHGMA = B TENNESSEE*
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10 NOVEMBER 1964 = 30 -OCTOBER 2000

ROBERT LILES

FATHER, HUSBAND, TAXIDERMIST,
OUTDOORSMAN, HISTORIAN AND
PHOTOGRAPHER ARE ALL-ENCOM-
PASSING TERMS THAT DESCRIBE THE
LIFE AND TIMES OF ROBERT LILES.

© | TFIRST MET ROBERT while competing
in a shooting match near Graham,
Texas, same 12 years ave.
J , bl s "« | Warmed by his engaging smile
W% gl and hearty handshake, I quickly
’ realized that I had met an original
*=! Texan with an exemplary love for

God famlly and state.

In the ensuing years I developed a deep appre-
ciation and love for this quiet man who gauged
his success in life not by monetary achievements
but instead by his love for family, friends and his
church. Robert Liles leaves a legacy worthy of our
highest praise — worthy of Texas. —Wyman Meinzer
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1 Some of his best photos were ones that captured everyday subjects and occurrences near his home in Graham, in Young County.
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Love of family was a theme in Robert's life, and subjects in nature that captured this theme showed up in his photographs.
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PHoTO © WyYMAN MEINZER

SK ANY TEXAS
angler, and he'll
probably tell you
that we have
some of the best
bass fishing in
the United States. That's not just Texas
bragging. At che Black Bass 2000 sym-
positm held in St. Louis last August, the
experts seemed to agree. The conference
brought biologists, anglers and fishing
industry leaders together to discuss the
status of black bass (the group of fishes
that includes largemouth bass, small-
mouth bass, spotted bass and
Guadalupe bass). Not surprisingly, Texas
got high marks for its progressive man-
agement strategies — and resulting
high-quality fishing. Especially telling
were the comments from pro bass
anglers. They fish all over the country,
and their advice to their own states on
improving bass fishing always seemed
to end with, “We ought to do what
Texas did, because fishing there is great!”

How the Bass
Lakes Were Born

HOW DID BASS FISHING IN TEXAS GET SO
good? To answer this question, you have

to Ihok at the history of bzss fishing and

bass management in Texas over the last
50 years or so. What you'll find is that
its evolution mirrors the construction
of reservoirs in the state.

Before the construction of reservoirs,
largemouth bass habitat was limited to
rivers, backwater areas and oxbow lakes
formed by rivers. Reservoir construction
began in earnest in the 1940s and
peaked in the 1960s, when around

600,000 acres of new reservoirs were

buile. Today, at more than 1.7 million

acres, Texas has more acres of inland

water than any other of the 48 con-

tiguous states, even Minnesotal

The habitat created by the new

reservoirs made excellent fishing,
especially for bass. Bass fishing popularity
exploded in ‘Texas and all across the
South in the 1960s and '70s. New
reservoirs typically grow lots of fish, and
the supply of bass scemed endless. Texas’
and other states’ management strategics
reflected that fact: harvest regulations
were liberal or nonexistent. At the time,

Two factors have fueled the largemouth bass explosion in Texas: Florida bass introductions and length limits.
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biologists believed that unlimited angler
harvest couldn’t damage a bass popula-
tion. Fishing quality was measured by
how many pounds of bass fillets anglers
could put into their coolers.

Going Overboard
THAT SCENARIO BEGAN TO CHANGE
in the 1970s. The rate of reservoir
construcrion dropped substantially, and
population grew rapidly. Perhaps most
important, technological improvements
made anglers more effective. Unlike in
the 1950s, when outboard engines were
stmall and trolling motors and depth
finders were almost nonexistent, 100-
horsepower and larger mortors became
commonplace. Bigger engines meant
less traveling time berween fishing
spots, and this, combined with the
use of depth finders and trolling
motors, greatly increased the time
anglers spent fishing rather than
moving and searching for fish. As a
result, they were catching more fish.

Biologists and anglers also began
to notice declines in fishing quality.
Evidence mounted that overharvesting
was the cause of declines in bass
populations. Lake Nacogdoches
provides a dramatic example of this
phenomenon. The lake opened to
fishing with the then-statewide harvest
limits for largemouth bass of 10 inches
and a 10-fish daily bag limit. In just
three months after the opening, anglers
caught approximately 25 to 50 pounds
of bass per acre from this 2,200-acre
reservoir, Anglers complained so much
about the poor fishing that the city of
Nacogdoches, which controls the
reservoir, closed the lake to fishing.

In 1979, Fayerte County Lake near
La Grange opened for angling. Lessons
learned at Lake Nacogdoches enabled
Texas Parks and Wildlife biologists to
convince the TPW Commission to
implement one of the first 16-inch min-
imum length and three-fish daily bag
limits in Texas. Even with these restric-
tive limits, anglers harvested an estimat-
ed 17 tons of bass from this 2,400-acre
reservoir in the first year. However,
because a 16-inch minimum length

limit was in place, fishing did not
decline to the extremely low levels expe-
rienced at Lake Nacogdoches.

When Lake Nacogdoches was
reopened in 1979, 16-inch minimum
length and three-fish daily bag limits
were in effect. Eventually, the largemouth
bass population rebounded under the
reduced harvest. Because of these harvest
limits, both Nacogdoches and Fayerte
have maintained high-quality bass
angling. The experiences ar these two
reservoirs taught Texas biologists that

specialized limits could prevent initial
overharvest in a reservoir, and that limits
also were useful in rebuilding overfished
bass populations.

Catch-and-Release
Catches On

THE 19808 SAW A COMPLETE TRANSITION
in bass management in Texas, from
quantity (pounds of fillets) to quality
(size of bass caught and released). In
1986, a statewide 14-inch minimum
lengeh limit and five-fish daily bag limit

From our home office in North Zulch, Texas (sorry, David Letterman), we bring you
our top 10 places to land a big bass this year. If you feel slighted that your favorite
lake isn't on the list, don't be. That just means you'll have less competition from other
anglers! One wild card in these predictions is water, or the lack of it. Continued
drought in Texas may make it difficult if not impossible to access some reservoirs.

Don't let that stop you, however. Consider it your duty as a Texas angler to go out
and keep pushing the state record upward. At the very least, you can use that as a
good excuse as you head out the door for another weekend of fishing! Good luck!

10. L Av @ (Near Austin on the Colorado River) - Catch 10-plus-pound
bass near downtown Austin. One Budweiser ShareLunker (13- plus-pound bass donat-
ed/loaned to TPW’s program) caught in 2000.

g = (Near Jasper on the Texas-Louisiana border) -
Large size (181,600 acres) harbors lots of big bass. New lake record set in July

2000 (15 32 pounds).

©* (Near Del Rio on the Texas-Mexico border) — Low

water levels are not hlndermg this perennial producer of big bass on the Rio Grande.
; (Southeast of Post in Garza County) — One of the newer

lakes on the list (impounded in 1993). Produced two lunkers in 2000,

{ @ (West of Childress in Childress County) — Produced one

lunker in each of the last twe years.

an off yea

Sery (Near Jasper) - Bass angling is rebounding from
One lunker caught in 2000.
v (formerly Cooper Lake, north of Sulphur Springs) —

This newer lake may be coming into its own. Produced three lunkers in the last

two years.

North of Denton) - Produced three lunkers in the last two
ncluding the lake record of 14.59 pounds.
(East of San Angelo on the Colorado River) — Angling was
hot for large fish in deeper water during the early part of 2000 (lunkers caught).

Decllmng water level is a concern.

¢ (Between Alba and Quitman; doesn't everyone know where Lake
Fork is?) — Decimated by largemouth bass virus? Hardly. Produced seven lunkers in
2000. Lake Fork is still “the” place to go to catch trophy bass.

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE



were implemented. Texas became the
nationwide leader in experimenting with
the use of higher minimum length limits
(16, 18 and 21 inches) and protected
(or “slot”) length limits (14-18 inches,
14-21 inches, etc.) to provide quality
angling. In many reservoits, numerous
bass that were caught had to be released.

Anglers, especially bass tournament
anglers, wholeheartedly embraced the
catch-and-release concept. Without
angler support and belief that these
regulations would result in better bass
fishing, the various regulations would
not have succeeded.

The other crucial component in the
history of bass fishing in Texas was the
stocking in the early 1970s of Florida-
strain largemouth bass, a subspecics of
largemouth bass native to Florida. This
move was prompted by research in
California that indicated Florida large-
moutch bass grow faster and to larger

the subspecies of largemouth bass native ™

to Texas. Florida largemouth bass had
evolved in the natural lakes of Florida,
and biologists concluded they could
adapt easily to the reservoirs in modern-
day Texas. The northern largemouth

Largemouth bass virus (LMBV) first gained attention in 1995, when it was implicated
in a fish kill on Santee-Cooper Reservoir in South Carolina. The virus was responsible
for kills on two popular trophy bass fisheries in Texas, Sam Rayburn Reservoir in 1998
and Lake Fork in 1999. It has been confirmed in three other Texas reservoirs. It has
often been found in bass that show no signs of disease, which suggests that some
fish might be infected but not become ill. Biologists are uncertain about how long
the virus has been present in Texas waters, but the pattern of occurrence suggests

that unusually hot summer temperatures may have been a catalyst in the die-offs.

The virus has caused fish kills on reservoirs from Texas to Georgia to Michigan
during 1998 through 2000, In proportion to the overall bass populations at the lakes
where they happened, the fish kills have been relatively minor, agency biologists say.
Still, the die-offs were big enough to gain the attention of anglers, especially since
almost all of the fatalities were large, adult bass.

Texas fisheries biologists conducted a study in summer 2000 to determine the
extent to which LMBV occurs in Texas reservoirs. “We conducted the study to see
where the virus is found in Texas,” says Phil Durocher, TPW director of inland
fisheries. “So far, we've found the virus everywhere we've looked [five reservoirs].

“We want to look at the long-term impacts it might have on fishing,” adds Durocher.
“We know that fishing can be poor for a little while after a kill, but then it picks up.
The study will determine the distribution of the virus.” Results of the study will be

released sometime in early 2001.

Research pathologists studying LMBV do not know how the virus is spread from
one fish to another or from one fishery to another. One theory is that anglers could
unknowingly transport the virus in their livewells or bilges. Consequently, state agencies
recommend that anglers drain and clean their boats thoroughly between fishing trips.
They definitely advise against moving bass from one lake to another and releasing
live bait, since other fish, and possibly even amphibians, could be carriers of LMBV.
“Amphibians, reptiles or other fish species can be carriers in viruses like this,” says
Dr. John Grizzle of Auburn University. “There are at least two viruses that affect both

fish and amphibians.”

Whatever its reasons for manifesting in bass right now, LMBV poses no threat to
humans. Infected fish can be safely handled and eaten, scientists say. They add,
though, that common sense dictates that fish that are dead or dying, no matter
what the reason, should not be used for human food.
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sizes than northern largemouth bass,

bass native to Texas had evolved in the

river and backwater areas that wzre the
only suitable habitat in Texas prior to
the reservoir construction boom in the
20th century.

A Bright

Fishing Future

FLORIDA LARGEMOUTH STOCEINGS,
in combination with specialized length
limits, have had a substantial impact
on the size of bass caught in Texas.
The long-standing record of 13.5
pourds set in 1943 was broker in 1980
by a 14.1-pound Florida largemouth
bass. Numercus bass over 13 pounds
have been canght since. Now, it takes a
bass weighing more than 15.15 pounds
to b-eak inta the top 50 heaviest bass
caught in Texas. Bass exceeding 13
pounds have been caught from some
55 public reservoirs.

TPW is committed to maintaining
high-quality bass angling well into the
future. This goal will not be easy, as
there are numerous challenges. The jus-
tification for new reservoirs has dimin-
ished in recent times. Biologists will
have to cortinue to develop innovative
managemert schemes to get the best
our of the existing resources. Stocking
also will continue to be refired to
mzke optimum use of this manage-
ment tool (see sidebar on Operation

World Record).



Surveys show that largemouth bass are the most popular fish among Texas freshwater anglers by a large margin.

Aquatic habitz=s will a.so need to be
maintained if we expect reservoirs aad
rivers to continug to provide quality
angling for bess and 1l Freshwater
fishes. TPW Lislogists arz investigating
methods of estabishing Heneficial
habitat, such as native Zquatic vegetadort,
and controlling proslem vegetation.
Good habitat, a.ong with the quantiry
and quality of water avzilable, is a crucial
component of good fishing. The
expanding populzt:on of Texas and
the frequency and intersity of droughts
will also create chailenges. Water and
who gets it promises to be a hot topic
in the first decad: of the 21st century.

Texas anglers zan be conident that
TPW biologists will strive to meet the
challenges the furu== halds. Their tracz
record this far indicares thas Texas
anglers can look forward ro continued
excellence in bass fishing. »

KeN KURZAWSKI 25 2 biolcgist with
TPW's Inland Fisherie: Division.

Operation World Record

Will a world-record bass be caught in
Texas? Operation World Record, a TPW
Inland Fsheries initfative slarted two yezrs
ago. seeks to provide the znswer. The ult-
mata goal of this iitiative is to have a
Texes ar gler catch a largemauth bass that
beats the world record of 22.25 pounds.
This ambitious project will attempt to
determine if fast growth and maximum size
are heritable traits i1 largemouth bass and
if these trails can be amplified through a
szladive braeding program.

The department’s successful Eudweiser
ShereLunker program is an integral compo-
nent of Operation Warld Record. Frogram
officizls belisve the knowledge and experi-
znce gleaned from =4 y=ars of borrowing
wophy bass from Texas anglers for hatch-
ey oroduction and research, combined
with resources at the state-of-the-art Texas
“reshwater Fisheries Center (TFFC), make
t=is ar atainable goal. Bass from the pro-
grem zre used by TFC's hatcnery staff in
research and to produce potential trophy-

sized bass for stocking in Texas.

The Operaton World Reco-d plan pro-
poses a two-pronged approach to achieve
this goal. All lunkers donated to the pro-
gram will get genetic fingerprinting using
DNA. This will help kiclogists identify and
track s blings and ofispring in the wild.
The other step is te design and implemant
a selezlive breading plan to icolate and
accentuate advantageous genetic traits ir
largemouth bass.

*Qur uftimate goal s ta break the world
record in Texas.” explains Allen Forshage,
TFFC director. “To increase our chances, we
want fc stock lanker bass fingzrlings in
every suitable water bady in the state. To
be able ic do that, we have to have the
broodstock first, and the Budwaiser
ShareLunker program i5 a proven and
effective means to deliver those fish.”

When can anglers expac: resulis?
Suceess can be determined only in the
long term, Forshage cautiors. “Trophy bass
can take Jp to 1o years to reach record
sizes.” — K.K. :
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Test Your Boating
Knowleage

Do you know the “rules of the waterway?”
Take this pop quiz to find out. And
remember: It makes for a more enjoyable
experience when you “know before you go.”

0

0000000000000000000

ILLUSTRATIONS By EDD PATTON

BY JACK DY

0 YOU KNOW THE “RULES OF THE

one

who take to Texas” public waterways each

- : .
waterway  contained in the

Texas Water Safety Act? If you're

of the more than 6 million people

year — in everything from sailboat and

motorboats to inner tubes, rubber rafts,

canoes and kayaks — then test your

knowledge with this pop quiz. It makes

for a more enjoyable experience when

you

1.

“know before you go.”

The number=-ore cause of

boating accidents in Texas is:

A. Faulty hull or equipmerit.
B. No proper boat lookout.

C. Hazardous waterways.

D. Overloading the boat.

lMost boating fatalities
could have been prevented
if the victim:

A. Carried on board the

required safety equipment.

B. Operated away from other
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boats on the water body.
C. Didn't ride in an
overloaded boat.
D. Wore a personal
floatation device.

You are crossing a lake
and see a boat displaying
a flashing blue light. This
indicates that the vessel is:
A, Transferring

dangerous cargo.
B. A law enforcement vessel.
C. A work boat.
D. IIngaged in a race.
While underway in a harbor
you hear a boat sound a
prolonged blast. This signal
indicates that the vessel:
A. Wants to overtake

your vessel.
B. Is at anchor.
C. Is backing her engine.
D. Is moving from a dock.

You are the stand=-on vessel
in a crossing situation. The
other vessel is showing an

alternating red and yellow

light. What action

hould you take?

A. Stand on

B. Heave to

C. Alter course
to assist

- :

6. You are on the lake drifting

toward a dangerous rocky

shore and cannot start your

engine. According to the

Inland Navigation Rules,

which of the following can

you use as a distress signal?

A. Directing the beam of a
search light at another
vessel

B. A smoke signal giving off
orange=-colored smoke

C. A whistle signal of one
prolonged and three
short blasts

D. International Code Signal
"PAI" spoken over
radiotelephone

If you are the stand=-on

vessel in a crossing situation,

you may take action to avoid

collision by your maneuver

alone. When may this action

be taken?

A. At any time you feel it is

appropriate

Only when you have
reached extremis

C. When you determine

that your present course

will cross ahead of the

other vessel

When it becomes apparent

to you that the give-way

vessel is not taking

appropriate action
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12. You are 15 years of age and

8. You are on the lake for the

first time since having
repairs made to your boat.
You want to test the boat's
performance. However, you
must proceed at a safe speed:
A. In restricted visibility.
Bb. In congested waters.

C. During darkness.

D. At all times.

9. You are seeing another vessel

approaching, and its compass
bearing does not significantly
change. This would indicate
that:
A. You are the stand-on vessel.
B. Risk of collision exists.
C. A special circumstance
situation exists.
D. The other vessel is dead
in the water.

10. You are operating a power=

driven vessel and notice a

large sailing vessel

approaching from astern.

You should:

A. Blow down.

B. Sound one short blast and
change course to starboard.

C. Sound two short blasts and
change course to port.

D. Hold your course and speed.

11. You are crossing a large bay

at night and see a vessel's
green sidelight bearing due
east from you. The vessel is
most likely heading:
A. Basgt

B. Northeast

C. Northwest

D. Southwest

operating a personal water

craft alone. On your vessel

must be a Certificate of

Number, a photo ID and a:

A. Boat operating license.

B, Driver's permit.

C. Boater education
certificate.

D. Certificate of ownership.

| 13. You are underway and hear a

vessel continuously sounding
her fog whistle. This indicates
the other vessel:
A. Desires to communicate
by radio.
B. Desires a pilot.
C. Is in distress.
D. Is aground.

14. You are approaching a very

congested area in a power=
driven vessel. The Inland
Navigation Rules require you
to keep out of the way of a:

A. Vessel not under command.
B. Vessel engaged in fishing.
C. Gailing vessel.

D. A1 of the above.

15. Two power~driven vessels are

approaching each other near
head on. What action should
be taken to avoid collision?
A. The first vessel to sight
the other should give way.
b. The vessel making the
slower speed should
give way.
C. both vessels should alter
course to starboard.
D. Both vessels should alter
course to port.

Game Rules and Prizes

| Ifyou are one of the first 100 to send in your
| answers (by fax, e-mail or mail), you will

| receive a boat whistle just for participating.

| Send in a perfect scare and your name will
| go into the hopper to be one of 20 entrants
| to win a Personal Floatation Device (PFD),

or life jacker. Answers to the Boating Quiz
will be featured next month. Send your

answers to Texas Parles and Wildlife
| Magazine, 3000 S. IH 35, Suite 120,
| Austin, TX 78704, fax 512-707-1913,

e-mail <magazine@ipud.state. tx.us.>
Employees of Texas Parks and Wildlife
are not eligible to enter.




KING RANCH F-150 SUPERCREW

FRONT AND REAR CAPTAIN'S CHAIRS WITH LEATHER-COVERED CONSOLES | AVAILABLE BED EXTENDER
B-DISC CD CHANGER | AVAILABLE POWER IMOONRODF | 3LIMITED EDITION 2-TONE PAINT SCHEMES
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IT'S SOFT AS BUTTER AND TOUGH AS NAILS. THAT'S THE RUGGED LUXURY
YOU ONLY GET WITH FREMIUM, FULL-GRAIN LEATHER: THE LOOK, THE
FEEL, EVEN THE SMELL THE KING RANCH SADDLE SHOP IS FAMOUS FOR IT.

BEFORE LONG, THE KING RANCH F-150 SUPERCREW WILL BE, T0O.

-~ Formore info, cail I-EG0-FORD-115 or visit www fordveticles.cem
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/ HALLOW BAYS ALONG THE
Texas coast offer some of
the best saltwater fishing
anywhere, especially for
redfish and speckled
. trout. Yet until fairly
recent times, getting to the fish required
wading long distances. Larger specks and
reds were many times found miles from
deep water, and conventional watercraft
just couldn’t reach them. Waiting for a
high tide didn’t always work, because by
the time the tide was right, the fish had
moved onto shallow areas to feed.

In order to get to the fish, anglers
needed a better boat — a boat designed
to run in very shallow water. A number
of inventive minds answered the call.

It would be almost impossible to name
the person who started the shallow-water
boat business in Texas. Much of the credit
must go not to professional boat builders
but to backyard and garage boat builders.
These people were, in fact, frustrated fish-
ers who longed to fish the waters they
could not get to in conventional boats.

Russell Dargel, Sr. of Donna won't say
he invented the type of boat known as the
“scooter,” but he was the innovator who
made the idea available to the fishing
public. His plans and drawings were used
to construct some of the first personal
scooters for the Lower Laguna Madre.
Several other backyard builders in
Harlingen had been experimenting with
flat-bottom plywood boats with a slightly
turned-up bow and a small outboard

Russell and Rusty Dargel of Donna pose with the Skooter, below. One of the first people to come up with ideas for a flat-bottom boat

mortor. They looked like a kid’s scooter,
and the name stuck. The operator steered
the scooter by shifting his weighe right
and left. These little boats worked very
well, and some of the more adventurous
anglers even took the litdle craft a short
distance out into the Gulf.

Dargel built his first production scooter
in 1958, and one appeared on the cover
of Outdoor Life magazine the next year.
The design was coming of age. Later a
fiberglass model was introduced. “T had
made up my mind that if [ was going to
build a boat, it was going to be the best
boat I could build,” reflects Dargel. “In
the beginning, some of the other boat
builders laughed at us. Later some of these
same builders were copying our designs.”

Fishing trends change. As more families
started fishing, the “no-sides” design was
replaced with larger craft with sides. The
small scooter declined in popularity, and
Dargel discontinued it in the early 1980s.
However, the company recently reintro-
duced the Skooter, which is available in
13- and 16-foot models.

Another South Texas shallow water
innovaror, Willis Hudson, believed that
a scooter-type boat could be built larger
and faster and run smoother without
losing its shallow-water capabilities.
Hudson was a mechanical engineer who
had worked in the boat-building industry.
He designed an 18-foot tri-hull boat
with two tunnels he called the Skipjack.

Hudson later refined his design to correct
some steering problems, and the new

design is still being produced by the
ShallowSport Boat Company in Los
Fresnos.

Texas Parks and Wildlife records show

Shallow-Water
Boat Manufacturers

Avocet Boats

NewWater Boat Works
4622 Sinclair Rd.

San Antonio, TX 78222
210-648-2206

Blue Wave Boats
Parks Manufacturing
Checotah, OK 74426
918-473-6768

Dargel Boat Works
Rt. 1, Box 124
Donna, TX 78537
956-464-2263
www.dargel.com?

Maverick Boat Company
(Maverick/Pathfinder/Hewes)
3207 Industrial 29th St.

Ft. Pierce, FL 34946
561-465-0631 or 888-SHALLOW
<www.maverickboats.com?

ShallowSport Boats
Center Line Rd.

Los Fresnos, TX 78566
956-233-9489

with a small outboard motor, Russell Dargel’s plans were used to construct the first personal scooters for the Lower Laguna Madre.




the top-selling bay boar in Texas for the
first quarter of the year 2000 was the Blue
Wave. This shallow-water craft has proven
itself able to get into the shallow water
and ger the anglers back ou.

The Blue Wave Company is owned
and operated by Pam and Roger Parks
of Checotah, Oklahoma. Roger started
building boats at age 13, emulating
what his father did for a living, His dad
provided him with scrap materials, and
soon Roger had completed his first boat,
a small one-person fishing boat. After
finishing school, he spent the next 20 years
working for two small boat companies.
In 1992 he and Pam formed their own
company, and the first Blue Wave was
introduced in January 1993 ar the
Houston International Boat Show.

While scooters and tunnel boats were
being designed and built for the Texas
market, the design we commonly call
the flats boat was being perfected in
Florida’s shallow waters. The Avocert,
built by the NewWater Boat Works of
San Antonio, began a line of new boats
for the saltwater angler. The Avocet is
constructed entirely with molded parts.
No wood is used anywhere in the
construction process, even the transom.
Standard equipment includes plenty of
storage space below decks covered with
molded hatches that come with built-in
drains. Other features include a multi-
facered livewell. The Avocet also has
molded-in steps on the stern to help
wadefishers in and out.

The design provides a smooth ride and
the ability to “get up” in very shallow
water. It's a dry boart that is at its best on
windy days on the Laguna Madre. It
should be noted that the Avocet is not an
entry-level boat but one that is designed
for serious sportfishers.

Shallow-water fishing along the Texas
coast continues to surge in popularity.
The boat-building industry provides a
variety of models designed to let you stalk
elusive reds and specks. Of course, the
boat will only get you to where the fish
are. Then you have ro catch them. #

Outboard Motors

Each year, the Environmental Protection
Agency raises its standards, making it tougher
for manufacturers to design an outboard
motor that will reduce pollution in our
waterways. With the help of the Japanese
automotive industry, four-stroke outboard
engines are beginning to make wake by
reducing emissions pollution up to 70 percent.

he older two-cycle engines would bumn

around 7o percent of their fuel, dumping
up to a third of the raw oil and gas mixture
into the lake. But the new four-stroke
engines use more than go percent of their
fuel efficiently. Yamaha, Suzuki and Honda
are manufacturing engines similar to what
would be found under the hood of a car.

Placing four-cycle engines on a boat isnt
a new idea. Companies such as Homelite
had been trying to perfect the idea in the
1960s, and Honda has never made anything

but four-stroke engines. The advantages of

four-stroke engines lie in maintenance and
ease of starting. However, despite those
advantages, they haven't been overly
popular in the past because of price and
horsepower-to-weight ratio.

But the new, smaller four-cycle engines
are rapidly overcoming the advantages
long held by two-cycle engines in price
and horsepower-fo-weight ratio. With
manufacturers striving to reach 2006 and
even 2008 standards, both the price and
weight are dropping like an anchor. New
metal alloys enable manufacturers to build
the same four-cycle engine only 10 to i5
percent heavier than its counterpart —
with very little price difference.

However, in the four-stroke engines,
where the horses go, so goes the weight.
The strongest engine available in a four-

stroke is a 130 horsepower made by
Honda. Suzuki and Yamaha each make a
115 horsepower. Anything above 130 horse-
power weighs too much for average use.
Yamaha also makes a two-stroke engine
that uses a High Pressure Direct Injection
Sysiem (HPDI) that has passed the EPA's

2006 standards and is lighter than its four-

cycle competitors, but its emissions are still

higher than those of a four-stroke engine.

“EPA standards have always been rough

on the automotive industry,” says George

ge
Gantt, owner of Tropical Marine in Marble
Falls. “it was only a matter of time until
some of that shifted to the marine industry.
But you have to remember that the water
we boat in is also the water we drink.”

—RobRay McDonald

An early day scooter demonstrates shallow-water running, below. As shallow-water fishing grows in popularity, the boat-building

industry responds with a variety of models to meet the needs of Texas saltwater anglers.




HUNT

A Ol AIL HUNT AT BL\&K GAP COMBINES THE
RUGGED BI “AE' OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY
WITH A REMAR E\;\ BLE PLACE TO HUNT AND
CAMP IN SPLENDID SOLITUDE. « BY DAN BARTON
AR NN A

UNRISE COMES LATE to the mouth of Maravillas Canyon in Black Gap

Wildlife Management Area. High cliffs in Mexico, across the Rio Grande,
) . shade rocky flats along the broad, dry creck bed until late morning.
P’ Thin clouds of mist still drift up from the river long after sunlight has
illuminated the high, white cliffs of Dove Mountain.

One weekend morning last February, that bright desert sun rose over a small
quail hunters' camp. A middle-aged outdoorsman was cooking breakfast. Another,
somewhat younger, was setting up a camera tripod on a point above the river. Yet another was
running across a creosote flat to the west, trying to flush a covey of scaled quail
running just a lictle bit faster. And, on a dusty trail beside camp, some drowsy teenagers
were bowling. But more about that later.

We had come to this remote and beautiful desert to hunt the fast and wary scaled
quail, to camp out in this spectacular setting, and to get our four teenagers into the
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neighborhood — if not the spirit — of
quail hunting.

I first came to Texas Parks and
Wildlife’s Black Gap WMA 15 years ago
to hunt javelinas. I fell in love with the
place and have come back at least once a
year ever since. Companions and I have
hunted quail and mule deer and I've
taken my son on a youth-only javelina
hunt. We've hunted and camped over
most of the area, but there are still parts
of the vast 106,000-acre preserve ['ve
never come near. Black Gap combines
the beauty and wildness of the Big Bend

7

cam ouﬁage the blue

r__juall’zi tendenc y to run

country with a remarkable place to hunt
and camp in splendid solitude — all for
the cost of a $40 Annual Public
Hunting Permit.

Black Gap is northeast of Big Bend
National Park and shares part of the park’s
northern boundary. Southwest of Black
Gap, between it and the national park, is
the Nature Conservancy’s mountainous,
almost inaccessible Big Brushy Canyon
Preserve. The eastern boundary of Black
Gap is 40 miles of Rio Grande, flowing
northeast after making the great bend
that gives the region its name. The terrain



and vegetation of Black Gap are very
much like that of Big Bend Narional
Park: spectacular limestone ranges
spaced by broad desert flats, dominated
here by the massive, black, jagged basalt
ridge that gives the place its name.
Hunting quail on Black Gap WMA
requires only checking in at the small
registration building just outside the pipe
fence surrounding the headquarters
complex. Detailed maps of the area
available inside show the locations of
more than 50 primitive campsites (one
of which is wheelchair-accessible); simply

pick a site and note its number on the
sign-in card. Due to the rugged nature
of this country, this is a vital step that
could prove invaluable should you
require assistance.

Booklets available at the check station
contain information abour area plant
and animal species, including the rare
mountain lion, the reintroduced desert
bighorn sheep and the newly returned
black bear. (A driving tour, open to all,
follows FM 2627 from the entrance to
the Rio Grande 10 miles farther on;
obrain a printed guide from the box at
the entrance.) The check-in station hasn't
always been so welcoming, For many
years there was a simple sign over the
registration book: “Check in. Go hunting,
Check out. Go home.”

Hunting in this dry desert country is
a very different experience from walking
the pine forests of East Texas or the brushy
plains south of San Antonio. The pale
gray-blue color of scaled (also called blue)
quail blends into the dry grass and rocky
background of desert draws even better
than the speckled browns of bobwhite
quail do where they range. Add to their
excellent camouflage the blue quail’s
tendency to run rather than flush and
the ruggedness of the steep, rocky hillsides
and dense, spiny thickets they inhabir,
and you have a real hunting challenge.

Some quail hunters bring dogs to Black

Classic Chihuahuan Desert
scenery is the backdrop for a scaled
quail hunt at the remote Black Gap

Wildlife Management Area.

Scaled quail, members of the
pheasant family, stand about two
inches taller than the more familiar
bobwhite, and while their ranges
overlap in South Texas, the High
Plains and the western Edwards
Plateau, “scalies” are typically
birds of the arid habitat of the
Chihuahuan Desert. While their
bluish tinge leads to one nickname,
and the black semicircular edges
on their breast and mantle feathers
another, yet a third — “cotton-top”
— comes from the tuft of white
feathers they wear atop their heads
like a 19505 crewcut.

Scaled quail visit water sources

regularly — a fact of importance to
both birders and hunters. They nest
in the rainy season and may not breed
during extremely dry summers.
Hunters often see extremely large

groups, perhaps 100 birds or more.
—Larry D. Hodge

Gap, but those trained on bobwhites
sometimes find these running quail
confusing. Dogs native ro West Texas
and accustomed to harsh ground, cactus,
snakes, stickers and quail that almost
refuse to flush generally do berter.

My favorite method, developed by
my hunting pal, John Vehko, is to range
in wide circles from the guzzlers —
wildlife watering stations scattered
around the area and shown on the same
map as the campgrounds. A guzzler
consists of a low tin roof, shading
nothing but the ground, that funnels
rainwater into a metal tank. Water from
the tank is piped to a basin with a floar
valve. Wildlife of all kinds depend on
these simple devices, and the presence
of one almost guarantees you will find
quail in the area. Game trails radiate
from the guzzlers like spokes from a
hub, and you can pick out tracks of
mule deer, javelinas, quail, coyores, foxes,
skunks and more in the dry, dusty paths.

My friends and T have learned about
the plant life in Black Gap in a very
personal way: by hunting through it.
The hillsides are alternately blanketed
with the low; spiny agave lechuguilla and
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sparse, short forests of sotol yucca. False
r agave, a sort of wire-haired lechuguilla,
speckled red, and candelilla — bundles
of pale, waxy-looking rods thar actually
yield usable wax — dot the walls of
arroyos. Creosotebush, a 10,000-year
ecological disaster that has taken over
much of the grasslands of West Texas,
stands in aromatic clusters on the dry
flats. An introduced variety of rushes,
called river cane, lines much of the river
in thickets that can hide bobcats, birds,
javelinas and perhaps even a black bear.
| There are few trees — some junipers
and Mexican persimmons in the moun-
tain draws and lots of stickery acacias
near the river — and lots of cactus. The
low, almost hidden, living rock cacrus
has no spines. All the rest do, particular-
ly the variety commonly known as dog
pear. This devilish plant has joints that
break off the main body when brushed
against by a boot and then “jump” onto

Black Gap WMA is located about
55 miles south of Marathon via U.S.
385 and FM 2627. Holders of a
Texas hunting license and an Annual
Public Hunting Permit may hunt quail
on dates specified in the current
“Public Hunting Lands Map Booklet,”
which is supplied to purchasers of
the APH permits.

Potable water is not available on
the area, and only primitive camp-
sites are available. Stillwell’s Store,
located on FM 2627 near the northern
boundary of the area, has groceries,
showers, camping supplies and RV
hookups. An adjacent museum
chronicles the life of Big Bend legend
Hallie Stillwell. The Open Sky Café
lies at the end of FM 2627 and
serves a limited menu beneath an
ocotillo arbor overlooking the Rio
Grande. Bunkhouse facilities are
available at the adjacent Heath

Canyon Ranch.
F Due to the remoteness of the area
and the variability of quail popula-
tions, hunters should consider calling
ahead before visiting the area. The

Alpine office number is 915-837-3251.

—Larry D. Hodge
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the backs of your lezs with the aext stzp.

This vegetation nd scenery, besides
being of interest for <heir bezvty ana
perfzction of place, must be zonsideed
when choosing clothing anc fhotgear.
A friend of mine came hunting kere
oncz wearing 1 pair of the Ightweight
nvlon hunting boots then in vogue. e
stepped into the incn-long spines o a
teszjillo cactus right zfter getting out
of his truck and spenr the rest of the
trip looking very ca-efully for the next
plaze to step. Leather boots witk hzrd,
tovgh soles are essendal, as the cbrasive
volcanic rock car shrad sof: materiais
in short order.

Desert nights znd mornings can de¢
cold in early spring — whick arrives
here shortly afte- the first of the year
— but the days warm up cuicky, and
t's wise to dress in layers t=at czn bz
shucked as the s.n gets higher. Quail
hunters must wear a: least 400 square
inches of sefzty arenge clothing, and |
find that a thorn-proof hunting vest,
besides providing the required color,
serves as a 1andy place to stow a
sweater or heavy shirt.

Quail pepula- ons vary zready frem
y=ar to year anywkere in Texas, bur the
swings seem [0 S¢ even more exaggerated
here. Ten years zgo, Black Cap was
tzeming with q.ail. The slopes of
Stairway Mountain. in sight of area

headquarters, held birds so numerous

that tkey gathered more in flocks thar in
coveys, Several covevs came dauly to eazh
of the guzzlers and w.ndmills. In dry
years the situazion car. be qu te different,
so 01 our last trip there I was sarprised
and pleased tc see szveral healthy coveys.
We saw quail all zlorz the road into
Maravillas Canvon and dowr: the river
road roward Outlaw Flets. Hunting ar
the end of the sezson, we foand very
wary quail with reflexes rather sharper
than ours, but we still manzgzd to ge:
a few birds irto the fry ng pan. Simp.y
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the trp.

And a>our that bowling. Ovr rip
photogrzpher, Brad Carlson, aad his
daughter, Alex, zre devo
an ancient Iralian bowling olay
cn smooth grass courts. Somek.ow Brad
; rered that Foccie can be int

of the gamre to

the teenagers in our group, and there

began the desert sarubland bowliag

experiment. ‘T'he kids enjoyec iz, along

oy

with the rest of the campi-g experiencs,
ard they even gor a lictle interestzd in
cual hunting, We al_ had = great time
and hope to get back there this February.
Its said that nestalgia fc- the Big
Bend country is 'ikz “homesickn
fo- a place that can never be your home.’
« cheering to know that
s return to Black Gap and call
little while.
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OT LONG AFTER DAWN, 1 SPOT THE CAMELS.

I arrived late last night at Sauceda, the complex
of rustic buildings deep in the interior of Big
Bend Ranch where we are to gather for the
beginning of a two-day camel trek through the
state park. And even though I knew theyd be
[here, it is still an astonishing sight on this bright West Texas

morning to see four big buff-colored dromedaries lounging
under the trees in a horse corral, calmly chewing their cud.
One of the animals ambles over for a closer look, drawn by
the half-eaten brealfast bar that T am brandishing in the air. He
grasps a corner of the bar and tugs it away with his nimble,
hare-like lips before dropping it disdainfully to the ground.

Some follks find camels to be aloof, with their snouts held so
snootily in the air. Some find them cumsy and comical. And
undoubtedly they carry the burden of a reputation for spitting
and other obnoxious behavior, But I find them irresistible.

As a long-time camel fan, I've watched caravans lumber across
the desert in Oman and racing camels galumph for gold around
a racetrack in Dubai. T once camped out in the desert at a camel
market in India, surrounded by thousands of camels that had
been lovingly groomed and painted with brightly colored designs.
For all their foibles, camels are wonders of desert survival, and
I am eager to sce how they'll fare in the challenging terrain of

Doug Baum, right, owner of Texas Camel Corps, leads the treks in
Big Bend Ranch State Park.

the Trans-Pecos — and with passengers who've probably never
even seen a camel up close, much less ridden one.

We won't actually be blazing new ground, however, by rid-
ing camels west of the Pecos. We'll be following in the camel
prints of the U.S. Camel Corps, a little-known experiment in
camel-teering by the U.S. Army that was based in Texas almost
a century and a half ago. Some 75 camels were imported by
the Army for use in exploration of the West, and they proved
so hardy and reliable that Lieutenant Edward Fitzgerald Beale,
who had been put in charge of the program, called them “the
noblest brutes alive.” The camels, which were purchased in
North Africa, were brought ashore from ships at Indianola,
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and theyd been headquartered at Camp Verde, south of
Kerrville. Beale used them to find a westward route along the
35th parallel, forging the trail that was to become Route 66.
Had the Civil War not disrupted the Army’s experiment,
some think, camels might have become as much a part of
our Western mystique as horses.

Our expedition is going to be a bit more modest than those
carly explorarions, of course. We'll be seeing parts of the park
that folks don’t ordinarily get to see, and we'll be camping out
in tents. But we won't be expected to demonstrate any special
survival skills and, more important, we've been told that no
experience with camels — or even horses — is necessary.

Qur two-day trip is the second of a series of five treks offered
in September by the Texas Camel Corps, an outfit owned by
former zookeeper Doug Baum, a cheerful, red-haired man with
an infectious sense of humor and a seemingly unlimited enthu-
siasm for camels. “The camels are like family,” he says, as he
arrives to brush the animals and begin the rather complicated
business of getting them saddled up and packed for the trek.

Baum’s operation is located in Valley Mills, near Waco,
where he is raising his own camels. He uses the animals for
fairs, Christmas pageants, movies and photo shoots. What he
really likes to do, though, is lead treks. Two years ago, the idea
of camel trekking in Big Bend Ranch State Park was born when
Baum went to the park to train three members of the Odyssey
Exploration Society, from Calgary, Alberta, for a 900-mile
camel trek across Saudi Arabia’s Empty Quarter. Baum teamed
up for the training program with David Alloway, Big Bend
Ranch State Park naturalist and desert survival specialist. The
training went so well that the idea of reviving the history of the
U.S. Camel Corps in West Texas seemed a natural.

The remaining human members of the expedition arrive,
and we're ready for an introduction to the world of camels.
Harl and Jim Assaf drove in from Dallas, and Bruce Kennady
has come in from Austin. As it happens, the entire state has
been baking for days in a record-setting heat wave, and already
the cool morning is heating up.

Baum introduces us to Brutus, Samson, Chug and Chewy,
short for Chewbaca. (Chewbaca was named for the tall, hairy
alien pilot in the movie Star Wars, whose strange way of talking
— a sort of whining roar — had actually been inspired by
camel sounds.) Harl will be riding Chewy, Bruce is assigned
to Chug, and Joe gets Samson. I am delighted to be assigned
to Brutus, although we'll be bringing up the rear of the pack.

Baum explains thart the animals are dromedaries, the single-
humped camels that hail originally from the deserts of Arabia
and Africa. (Bactrians, the bigger and stockier two-humpers,
are from the colder climates of Asia.) The animals’ humps hold
fat rather than water, he explains. These camels, he tells us, have
even more unusual origins. They were rounded up as youngsters
in the Australian Outback, where they had been roaming with
one of the many herds of feral camels. The herds have survived

in the outback since their ancestors were first turned loose there
half a century ago, after their usefulness as riding and pack
animals had run out. Shortly before the turn of the last century,
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Avsralians imoerred hundreds of camels or traversing the dese-t
and, wail the arrival of paved roads and zars end trucks, they
proved invaluakls for covering the country’s vast, arid interior.
These anircals are vererars as well of the Sonoran Desert ix
Atizorz where they have werked as par: of a program for
troublzd youth called VisioaQuest. Camels, Baum says, male
ideal campaniors for kids wao arc used -o being able 1o lic or
cheat Feir way out of rrouble. “You car’; lic to a camel,” he
says, “And you can't bully i to get 1- t6 o what you want.”
Bruitus and company actaally scem rether sweet and mellow
cs we walk up and pat them. Each animel stands quietdy as Baum
ceaures the add contraprion of metal peles and straps that anckor
the leather scat of the saddic just behind the aump. “My
Fadier-in-law made these,” bie says. “Kush,” commands Baum,
and all sink obediently to their kness; sllowing us to climb
aboarc. Chug groans loud'y as Bruze Kennady puts his footin
“ee stirup to swing over the pomimel in rather graceful fashion.
Chewy, wth Harl aboard, lurches © nis feet, and the rest of
Us pics up our animals’ rens o follow. Baura doesnt empley
the unzomforteble nose pegs used on camels in a number of
desert cultures, burinstéac connects tas reins to a simple harer.
e could theorerically “guide” the animals with the reins, Fut
i face the animals are tied to each ocher, with ropes linking
their roseswith the back of the saddle = the camel in front. In -
mse o emergency. Baum ells s, 1° we needed to disconnec:

JaHuARrYy 2001

from the camel behind or in frent of us, we could simply yans
on the rope to undo the quick-relzase knot. This arrangemert
gives us just enough responsitilty to make us feel thar we
aren’t passive passengers, but ectual ridzrs.

The first segment of the trek Izads us along the main road o
the Oso Loop trail, named for Oso Mountain (650 means “bea
ir. Spanish). the highest peak on the tznch, which we could sse
looming in the distance. The oalv scund we hear as we move
aong is the soft squish of the camzls’ feet on the gravel road,
and it doesa't take long to stare lling into a soothing thytr.
Camels’ feer are padded rather than hooved and, despite their
s.ze, they move as quiztly as cazs, their feet flattening out like
gel-filled pancakes as they tonch tae ground. :

There is something -imeless akcut camels and Big Bend, and
as we leave Sanceda behind, we sezm to be slipping back throngh
the decades and then througa the centuries. We pass a large
flar-topped rock outcrop called the Cielo complex, where stores
were placed in a pattemn centiries ago, possibly as part of a sirval
ot to mark a sacred pacz. Atop our tall “ships of the desert,” we
are able to see much more of the Jandscape than if wed been
afoot or even aboard Forses, A smcrled mule deer rakes flight aswe
approach, bur tums around for 3 moment, freezing in mid-mozion,

s though doing a deuble-take at the sight of the camels.

At our comfortable pace, wall-supplied with water, our expe-
rience of the harsh, beaurifi-l soeneryside is a bie different from
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that of Lieutenant William H. Echols of the Topographical
Engineers and 2nd Licutenant Edward L. Hartz, who first
traversed the area with a camel convoy in 1860. Echols was
given the assignment of exploring the unknown territoty
between the Pecos River and the Rio Grande, mapping the
best rautes for travel and locating possible sites for forts, His
mission was also to test the usefulness of camels for transportation
in this arid, forbidding region.

For Echols and his men, the mountains and arroyos of the
region were difficult barriers, despite the unexpected sure-foot-
edness of the camels on the slopes and rocky ground. Describing
his progress south from Fort Davis to Presidio, Echols noted in
his diary the mountains that had “grown larger higher rougher,
and more rocky since entering the canon, which is generally, [
am sorry to say, characteristic of every one you may descend.
And of them this whole region is an interminable succession,
all of them barten and bleak.” The camels, however, he noted,
found plenty to eat along the way, munching on the spiny
cacti and bitter brush that the mules of the expedition ignored,

Our camels, too, seem inclined toward the thornier plants
that come their way, and we sometimes have to pull their heads
away from the temptations of planes lining the trail. When we
stop later for a warer break, the animals cagerly begin browsing
on the catclaw and ¢reosore that horses would avoid like the
plague. “Ics like having a car that runs on air,” says Baum.
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Betore lunch, we set off on foot for a hike, led by the ranger
to a scenic clifftop view of some of Big Bend's miraculos
tenajas (“earthen jars” in Spanish), which are deep water holes
with narrow mouths that capture rainwater so efficiently they

- remain wet even during severe drought. Along the way, we

encounter several Big Bend horse lubbers, which aré enormous,
rather friendly bright green grasshoppers with red wings that
pose quietly on our fingertips. .

After lunch, we mount up again for a trip to one of the most
special sites on che ranch, a small rock complex known 45 the
“birthing place” because of the 300-year-old pictographs that
appear to poriray scenes of women giving birth. Like most of
the pictographs in the area, the images are abstract, almost
geometric in form. It feels like an oasis from the heat and glare,
with its shady refuge under a rocky overhang and a cool breeze
that blows continuously through a wide crevice,

In this ancient place, it is easy to imagine a prehistoric
landscape, millions of years ago, when the ancestors of roday’s
camels actually lived here on what was to become Texas soil,
Early versions of camels, from tiny to huge, roamed the
American continent for millions of years; with a heavy

concentration of them in the area of Texas, until they finally
disappeared around 10,000 years ago. T love the idea that camels
magically reappeared here on their old stomping grounds after
being gone so long.
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Later, as we remount and march toward our campground,
the temperature is 100 degrees and climbing, and it is getting
a liccle casier to imagine Echols’ experiences. In his journal,
he admitted that he and his men came close to panic at one
point, when they had been unable to find water for days, and
even the camels began bellowing for water. The landscape, he
wrote, was “a picture of barrenness and desolation, when the
scathing fire of destruction has swept with its rabid flame
mountains, cafons, ravines, precipices, cactus, soap weed,
intense reflection from the limestone cliffs, and almost every
barrier that one can conceive of.” But just as Echols was
about to disperse men and animals, leaving all to fend for
themselves, they came upon the welcome sight of the
mountain known, ironically, as Camel’s Hump, where they
knew theyd find water.

What we have in our sights this afternoon is a tall, picturesque
wooden windmill and a large stone tank filled with cool water,
near which Baum has already set up our tents. Also waiting is
a big jug of ice tea, some great guacamole and later, a dinner of
fajitas. We spend the rest of the afternoon and some of the carly
evening in quintessential West Texas fashion, spinning varns,
comparing our Texas roots, and talking about Texas music.
None of us can top Baum, who once played drums at age 12
with a band led by country singer “Cornfed” Fred Crawford.

The next morning, we are joined by one of the state’s better
storytellers, Fort Leaton park ranger Evelyn Dorsey, whose
enthusiasm for Big Bend rivals that of Baum for camels. “All
of our plants out here are specialized,” she says, describing the
lechuguilla and other forbidding-looking plants that can actu-
ally be used cither for food or tools. “The plants and people
out here might have thorns,” she says, “but we're well-adapted
to the environment.”

Later, as we proceed on camelback along the dramatic over-
look known as Papalotito Escondido, with the camels making
their way carefully down slippery, rocky slopes, Baum exclaims
in admiration over their sure-footedness, much as Echols and
Beale had. “They're more like mountain goats than 2,000-pound
animals,” says Baum. And I'm beginning to think that the
camels, in fact, are an appropriate addition to Big Bend, since
they, like the plants and sometimes the people out here, are
incredibly specialized and even a little strange in their ability

The two-day trek is reminiscent of an 1860 camel convoy that was
sent to axplore West Texas.

to survive in a climate thar, s Evelyn says, recuces things to
their bare-boned essentials.

On ou- way back ro Szuceda, the sun to our west begins
casting shadows of our sithousttes along the side of the trail,
and Baum remarks on the timeless nature of the shape of the
camel out.ines on the gravel and the rocks. “I get lost looking

at those shadows,” says Baum, “thinking about -he colorful
history of thz zamel, of the spice routes of Asia and the Orient.”
And then thz=% all the what-ifs. What if -he carel experiment
had not come to an untimely end, even after the camels had
proven their mettle time and tire again on some of the mest
demanding terrain in the West? “T look forward t the day
when every il route across the continent will be conducted
altogether wita this economic and noble brute,” Edward Bezle
had once rhapsedized.

Instead, the zamels were sold o T after the Civil War for $31
apiece for circus=s and heavy mine and freigat transport, and

some were let loese to fend for themselves, turning up in tall
tales and nearly 25 many sight ngs in later yezrs as Elvis.

And now, as camel caravans acrcss Big Bend Ranch resume,
perhaps the legends will recurn, znd we'll ger another chance
to discover whet the camel mighr have meant to Texas. #

MEXICO

Texas PARKS & WiLbpLIiFE 51



The Great
BLACK-EYED PEA HOAX

By C.E Eckhardt

RE YOU going to eat black-
eyed peas on the first day of
the new year for good luck
in the coming year? If so,
you've been taken in by one of the best
bits of flackery ever to come out of Texas.

The name Elmore Torn probably
doesn’t mean much to you unless you've
been around Texas a long time. You
might know Elmore’s son, though. Elmore
Jr. is the Texas-born actor Rip Torn.

Back in 1947, Elmore St. was pretty
much all there was to the Athens/
Henderson County Chamber of
Commerce. That was, of course, in
the days before Houston and Dallas
“discovered” Athens. In those days you
could buy just about all of Henderson
County you wanted — sans mineral
rights, of course — for about 10
bucks an acre. There weren’t very
many takers at that price.

The area industries at the time were
oil, farming, oil, a pottery factory, oil, and
a cannery. One of the products of the
cannery was canned black-eyed peas.

Canned black-eyed peas, these days,
aren’t bad eatin’ at all. They can’t
compare to fresh-off-the-vine, hulled
and snapped on the back porch, cooked
with genuine ham hocks, of course, but
they’re not bad. That wasn’t the case in
1947. In those days canned black-eyed
peas resembled nothing quite so much
as grayish-tan, lumpy library paste with
black spots scattered in it. The stuff
tasted like library paste, too — with
heavy overtones of tinplate and salt.
Elmore Torn was tasked with creating
a market for lumpy, grayish-tan library

ILLUSTRATION BY MARK MATCHO

paste that tasted like salty tin.

Perhaps no other flack in Texas was
as suited to the task. Even the legendary
Hondo Crouch, had he engaged in
flackery, might have been hard pur to
do that — but not Elmore. He went
to the cannery and had several dozen
two-ounce cans of peas made up. Ther
he sat down at his typewriter.

Whar came out of that typewriter was
a stroke of sheer genius — the sort of
success story a movie studio “biographer”
could dream up when tasked with
creating a romantic background for a
kid from the Bronx who'’s never been
farther from home than Flatbush. It
was, of course, a work of pure fiction.

Eating black-eyed peas for good luck
| on New Year’s Day, Elmore wrote, was
a fine old antebellum Southern tradition
that had been viciously suppressed by
the damn Yankees during Reconstruction.
Jeff Davis, Stonewall Jackson, Albert
Sidney Johnston — even Marse Robert
Lee himself — partook of the unique
Southern delicacy known as the black-
eyed pea every New Year's Day for
good luck in the coming year. Why, the
reason the South lost was a failure of
the black-eyed pea crop in 1863, which
led to the Confederate reverses in '64
and ultimately to the humiliation of
Appomattox in April of '65. The tradi-
tion, he wrote, was hoary long before
the war, but had been suppressed by
the Yankees for the nine long years of
Reconstruction in Texas. It was time
for all good Southerners to rise up and
reclaim this great, almost-lost bit of
Southern heritage. Who knows, it

might lead to the South rising once more.
| And, of course, what better way to serve

LORE &§ LEGACY

black-eyed peas for New Year’s Day
dinner than with convenient, tasty (he
may have gagged slightly there), canned
black-eyed peas from Athens, Texas?

Elmore had this printed as a brochure
and wrapped his brochures around
two-ounce cans of canned black-eyed
peas from Athens. Then he sent a can
and the con to the food editor of every
newspaper in the South and in the
Southern-leaning border states of
Missouri, Kentucky and Maryland.
Then he sat back and waited.

Now, to be truthful, President
Davis and Generals Lee, Jackson and
Johnston probably never ate black-eyed
peas in their lives — but their horses
did. Black-eyed peas, in the antebellum
south, were po’ folks’ eats. Upper- and
middle-class Southerners considered
them livestock fodder.

A good many of those food editors
must have been awfully hard up for
copy the day the black-eyed pea scam
arrived in the mailbox, because they
printed Elmore’s yarn. Slowly at first,
then with gathering momentum, this
“great old antebellum Southern tradition”

| took hold across Texas and the South.

Elmore moved on to better things,
eventually becoming known as “The
Sage of Circleville.” Circleville, Texas,
for the record, consisted — at least in
the early 1960s — of a dilapidated
cotton gin, a not-quite-so-dilapidated
dance hall, and not much else, at the
junction of Texas 95 and Texas 29 in
Williamson County, just north of
Taylor and a little east of Georgetown.
Elmore insisted that Circleville, Texas,
was a far more cosmopolitan place than




the Big Apple. After all, probably
nobody in New York City had ever
heard of Circleville, Texas — bur

might near everybody in Circleville had
heard about New York at least once.
Still, the great black-eyed pea scam
remains Elmore’s lasting monument,
Opver the years Elmore Torn’s Southern
tradition has, in fact, become a Southern
tradition. In the week between Christmas
and New Year's, canned black-eyed

N B

peas are one of the biggest sellers in
| grocery stores all across the South.
Yes, I ear black-cyed peas on New
Year’s — and during the rest of the
year as well. I like "em. Hillbilly as it
| might sound, there’s nothing quite as
good anywhere as sopping a wedge of

hot cornbread in the potlikker from

| cooking black-eyed peas. Canned

| black-eyed peas have come a long way
| in the past half-century or so. But on

i
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| New Yezr's Day [ cat them not for

| good luck. but to honor Elmore Torn,
the man vho created that “grand old
Southern tradition.” #

C. F. LCKHARDT writes about

| cowbaying because it’s easier than
doing it. Fis latest book, Texas Smoke:
MuzzleloaZers on the Frontier, is due
out next mznth from Texas Tech

University Press.
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Look for These Stories
] the Commg Weeks

Dec 31 - Jan.
The growth of shooting

sports; gun safety; turkey

fajitas; a 300-year-old
road; tmckmg shellfish

: along the Guadalupe
-~ River.
fa’n. 7 - 14

Antelope in the Tram—
Pecos; white-winged
doves; gnlden—checked-

warblers; frog legs recipe,

jansg-21::
A paraplf:glc man
handcycling across the
United States; the
Javehna, return of ths:

ba]d r.agle

lan 21— 28:

Walter Cronkltc narrates'

the hlstory of the Tcxas
State Capitol.

Jan. 28 - Feb. 4:

Jellyfish; Floyd Mabry,
the “Original Texas
Fishing Machine;”
preparing turkey fruit
salad; a scenic tour of
Texas.

-;Thurs 7 p.m.
 Corpus Christi: KEDT, Ch 16/Sun 11 a.m. /
- Thurs, 10 a.m, ," Frldayn 30pa.

DallaleottWorth KERA, Ch. 13 / Fri. 1:30 p.m.
 Mso serving Abilene, Denton, Longview.
- Texarkana, Tyler, chhita Fails, Sherman =

~El Paso: KCOS Ch. 13/ 5at. 5: 30 p.m.
& ;-jl-larlingen KMBH, Ch. 60 /Tues 8p. m :
 Alsa serving McAllen, Mission, Bmwnsv:l[e

 Houston: KUHT, €h. 8 / Sun. 5 pm. [Fn 1pm.
- Also serying Beau Hvest :
' TexasCity.Victoria 3

'llegeStatjunf KAMU, Ch 15/

ant/ PortAﬂhur

Killeen: KNCT, ch. 46 / Sun 4 p m,

; '-_'_AlsoservinsTernple ! :
‘Lubbock: KTXT, Ch. 5 /Sat 630 p.m. :
"":.Odess&-mdland* KOCV Ch. 36 / Sat. 1 5 pm

'_San Antonio & laredo- KLRN Ch 9 f
Thur noon

_:Waco.KWBU Ch. 34;’Sat 3 pm

Sdledules‘ansnbfenmehangu,sndurkloalmungs. S

:rshall San Angeio‘-'
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“PASSPORT TO TEXAS”

Your Radio Guide to the
Great Texas Outdoors

Join Joel Block weekdays
for a 9o-second Journey into
the Texas Outdoors. Producer
Kathleen Jenkins. Check this
listing for a station near you
or tune in on our Web site:
<www.passporttotexas.com?

Abilene: KACU-FM 89.7 / 7:06 a.m. &
1144, 6:01 p.m.

Amarillo: KACV-FM 89.9 / 9:20 a.m.
Austin: KUT-FM go.5 / 1:58 p.m.,
(12:58 p.m. Fr), KVET-AM 1300 /

€:15 a.m. (Sat.) ® Austin American-
Statesman’s Inside Line 512-416-5700
category 6287 (NATR)

Beaumont: KLVI-AM 560 / 5:20 a.m.
Brady: KNEL-AM 1490 / 7:50 a.m. &
8:50 p.m., KNEL-FM 95.3 / 7:50 a.m. &
8:50 p.m.

Bridgeport: KBOC-FM 98.3 /

8:45 a.m. & 5:25 p.m.

Bryan: WTAW-AM 1150 / 5:45 p.m.
Canton: KVCI-AM 1510 / 6:40 a.m.

Canyon: KWTS-FM 91.1/ 6 a.m. -
9 a.m. hours

Carthage: KGAS-AM 1590 [ 6:46 a.m.,
KGAS-FM 104.3 / 6:46 a.m.

Center: KDET-AM 930 / 5:15 p.m.
Coleman: KSTA-AM 1000 / 5:15 p.m.
Columbus: KULM-FM 8.3 / 7:20 a.m.
Comanche: KCOM-AM 1550 / 6:30 a.m.
Commerce: KETR-FM 88.9 / 10:15 a.m.

Corpus Christi: KEDT-FM 90.3 / 5:34
p.m., KFTX-FM 97.5 / 5:35 a.m.
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Crockett: KIVY-AM 1290 / 8:15 a.m.,
KIVY-FM 92.7 / 8:15 a.m.

Cuero: KVCQ-FM 97.7 / 8:20 a.m.
Denison/Sherman: KJIM-AM 1500 /
9:04 a.m.

Dimmitt: KDHN-AM 1470 / 12:31 p.m.
Dumas: KMRE-FM 95.3 [ 10:30 a.m.
KDDD-AM 8co0 / 10:30 a.m.

Eagle Pass: KINL-FM 92.7 / 7:15 a.m.
Eastland: KEAS-AM 1590 [ 11:14 a.m.,
2:14 p.m., KEAS-FM 97.7 [ 11:14 a.m. &
2:14 p.m.

El Campo: KULP-AM 1390 / 2:00 p.m.
Fairfield: KNES-FM g9.1 / 6:49 a.m.
Floresville: KWCB-FM 89.7 / 1:30 p.m.
Fort Stockton: KFST-AM 860 / 12:50
p.m., KFTS-FM 94.3 [ 12:50 p.m.

Fort Worth: KTCU-FM 88.7 / 8:50 a.m. &
5:50 p.m.

Freeport: KBRZ-AM 1460 / 10:15 a.m. &
7:45 p.m.

Gainesville: KGAF-AM 1580 /

7:00 a.m.

Galveston: KGBC-AM 1540 / 1:45 p.m.

Hallettsville: KHLT-AM 1520 / 8:20 a.m.,
KTXM-FM 99.9 [ 8:20 a.m.

Harlingen: KMBH-FM 88.9 / 4:58 p.m.

Hereford: KPAN-AM 860 / 2:50 p.m.,
KPAN-FM 106.3 [ 2:50 p.m.

Hillsboro: KHBR-AM 1560 / 9:30 a.m.
Houston: KBME-AM 790 / 11:30 a.m.
Huntsville: KSHU-FM go.5 / 11:55 a.m.
Jacksenville: KEBE-AM 1400 /

7:25 a.m.

Junction: KMBL-AM 1450 / 6:46 a.m. &
3:46 p.m., KOOK-FM 93.5 /

6:46 a.m. & 3:46 p.m.

Kerrville: KRNH-FM 92.3 / 5:31 a.m. &
12:57, 7:35 p-m.

Lampasas: KCYL-AM 1450 / 7:10 a.m.,
KACQ-FM 101.9 / 7:10 a.m.

Levelland: KLVT-AM 1230 / 12:06 p.m.
Lubbock: KJTV-AM g50 / 6:50 a.m.
Malakoff: KLVQ-AM 1410 / 6:45 a.m.

Marshall: KCUL-AM 1410 / 7:10 a.m.,
KCUL-FM g2.3 / 7:10 a.m.

McAllen: KHID-FM 88.1 / 4:58 p.m.
Mesquite: KEOM-FM 88.5 / 5:30 a.m. &
2:30, 8:30 p.m. M-Th. (5:30 a.m. & 4:45
p.m. Fr)

Midland: KCRS-AM 550 [ 6:43 a.m. &
6:43 p.m.

Mineola: KMOO-FM 99.9 / 5:10 p.m.
Nacogdoches: KSAU-FM go.1 /3:00 p.m.
0Ozona: KYXX-FM 94.3 / 12:09 p.m.
Palestine: KLIS-FM 96.7 / 6:20 a.m.

Pecos: KIUN-AM 1400 / 10:30 a.m.
Point Comfort/Port Lavaca: KA|I-FM
94.1/ TBA

Rockdale: KRXT-FM 98.5 / 5:04 a.m. &
5:50 p.m.

San Angelo: KUTX-FM go.1 /

1:58 p.m. (12:58 p.m. Fr)

San Antonio: KSTX-FM 89.1 /

9:04 p.m. Th., KENS-AM 1160 / 7:40
a.m., 12:30 & 5:45 p.m.

Seguin: KWED-AM 1580 / 7:55 a.m.
Sonora: KHOS-FM 92.1 / 12:09 p.m.
Sulphur Springs: KSST-AM 1230 /
4:45 P.m.

Texarkana: KTXK-FM 91.5 / noon hour
Uvalde: KVOU-AM 1400 / 5:33 a.m.
KVOU-FM 105 / 5:33 a.m.

Victoria: KVRT-FM 90.7 / 5:34 p.m.,
KTXN-FM g8.7 / 6:45 a.m.

Waco: KBCT-FM 94.5 / 6:10 a.m.
Wichita Falls: KWFS-AM 1290 [ 6:15 &
7:45 a.m.

Yoakum: KYKM-FM g2.5 / 8:20 a.m.

“Passport to Texas” is available

at no cost to stations across the
state. For information contact
Donna Endres at 512-454-1922,

fax 512-454-2552, or write to

P.0. Box 5966, Austin, Texas 78763,
e-mail <passport@io.com>.
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THE DOW CHEMICAL COMPANY

Now on “Travel Texas” :
Join host Joel Klein on “Travel Texas,”
KENS-AM 1160 in San Antonio at
11:05 a.m. on the third and fourth
Thursdays of each month for more
about the stories in this issue of
Texas Parks & Wildlife. Hear
interviews with the authors, behind-
the-scenes information and more.
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Get FREE

Information From
Our Advertisers!

Simply circle the numbers corresponding

to the advertisers from whom you wish
to receive information on the reader
service card to the right of this page.
Drop the postage-paid card in the mail
and we'll do the rest!

Eagle Optics, pg. 8,

(800) 289-1132
<www.eagleoptics.com>

Orange Convention and Visitors
Bureau, pg. 8, (800) 528-4906

<www.org-tx.com/chamber>

Spin-Cast Wildlife Feeders, pg. 6o,
(800) 950-7087
<www.spincastfeeders.com>

Travis Boating Center, cover 2,
(877) 923-2628

<WWW.Ira ViSl)Oil[illgCt‘l\ ter.com>

GREAT TEXAS
BIRDING CLASSIC
P

APRIL 20-29, 2001

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND
TEAM REGISTRATION MATERIALS:

1-888-TX-BIRDS

WWW.TPWD.STATE.TX.US/GTBC
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From Big Bend to the Big Thicket and the Red to the Rio Grande

PANHANDLE
PLAINS

PRAIRIES

BiG BEIND

& LAKES

HILL
COUNTRY

COUNTRY

BIG BEND
COUNTRY

JANUARY EVENTS

Jan.: Fate Bell Cave Dwelling
Tour, Wednesday through
Sunday, Seminole Canyon

SHP, Comstock, 915-292-4464.

Jan.: White Shaman Tour,
every Saturday, Seminole
Canyon SHP, Comstock, 888-

525-9907.

Jan.: Bouldering Tours, every
Saturday and Sunday, Hueco
Tanks SHP, El Paso, 915-849-
6684.

Jan.: Pictograph Tours, every
Saturday and Sunday, Hueco
Tanks SHP, El Paso, 915-849-
6684.

.
Sm—
s T S en
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Jan.: Phentom Cave Springs
a1d San Solomon Cienega
Teur, every Saturday,
Balmorhea SP, Toyahvale, 915-
375-2370.

Jan. 1-31: Quail Hunt, Black
Gap WMA, Brewster County,
0:5-376-2216.

Jan. 1-31: Fishing on the Rio
Grande, BElack Gap WMA,
Brewster County, 915-376-
2216.

Jan. 13: Stories Of Spirit,
Magoffin Home SHP, El Paso,
915-533-£147.

Jan. 20: Presa Canyon Tour,
Seminole Canyon SHP,
Camstock, 915-292-4464.

Jan. 21: B rd |dentification
To urs, Hueco Tanks SHP, El
Paso, 915-849-6684.

Jam. 21: Upper Canyon Tour,
Seminole Zanyon SHP, El
Paso, 915-292-4464.

Jan. 22-26: Advanced
Wiiderness First Aid, Barton

Warnock Environmental
Education Center, Lajitas, 915-
371-2633.

Jan. 26-27: Living History
Days, Fort Leaton SHP,
Presidio, 915-229-3613.

FEBRUARY EVENTS

Feb.: Desert Garden Tours,
Barton Warnock
Environmental Education
Center, Lajitas, 915-424-3327.

Feb.: White Shaman Tour,
Seminole Canyon SHP,
Comstock, 1-888-525-9907.

Feb.: Bouldering Tours, Hueco
Tanks SHP, El Paso, 915-849-
6684,

Feb.: Phantom Cave Springs
and San Solomon Cienega
Tour, Balmorhea SP,
Balmorhea, 915-375-2370.

Feb.: Pictograph Tours, Hueco
Tanks SHP, El Paso, 915-849-
6684.

Feb.: Fate Bell Cave Dwelling

Tour, Seminole Canyon SHP,
Comstock, 915-292-4464.

Feb. 1-25: Fishing on the Rio
Grande, Black Gap WMA,
Brewster County, 915-376-
2216.

Feb. 1-25: Quail Hunt, Black
Gap WMA, Brewster County,
915-376-2216.

Feb. 2-4: Hiking the High
Country, Big Bend Ranch SP,
Presidio, 915-229-3416.

Feb. 2-4: Commercial Guide
Training, Big Bend Ranch SP,
Presidio, 915-229-3416.

Feb. 3: Presa Canyon Tour,
Seminole Canyon SHP,
Comstock, 915-292-4464.

Feb. 3, 4, 17, 18: Interpretive
Tour, Franklin Mountains SP, El
Paso, 915-566-6441.

Feb. 10: Stories Of Spirit,
Magoffin Home SHP, El Paso,

915-533-5147.

Feb. 20: Cowboy 101, Big Bend
Ranch SP, Presidio, 915-229-
3416.

Feb. 10: Bat and Birdhouse
Building, Fort Leaton SHP,
Presidio, 915-229-3613.

Feb. 10: Upper Canyon Tour,
Seminole Canyon SHP,
Comstock, 915-292-4464.

Feb. 11, 18: Big Bend Lecture
Series, Barton Warnock
Environmental Education
Center, Lajitas, 915-424-3327.

Feb. 12: Special light goose
conservation season opens in
the Western Zone, 512-389-
4505.

Feb. 17: Dutch Oven Cooking,
Big Bend Ranch SP, Presidio,
915-229-3416.

Feb. 18: Bird Identification

Tours, Hueco Tanks SHP, El
Paso, 915-849-6684.




GULF COAST

JANUARY EVENTS

Jan.: Plantation house, barn
and grounds tours,
Wednesdays through Sundays,
Varner-Hogg Plantation SHP,
West Columbia, 979-345-4656.

Jan.: Tours, Tuesday through
Sunday, Sea Center Texas, Lake
Jackson, 979-292-0100.

Jan.: Bird Walks, Every
Wednesday through Saturday,
Goose Island SP, Rockport, 361-
729-2858.

Jan.: Weekend Nature
Programs, every weekend,
Lake Texana SP, Edna,
361-782-5718.

Jan. 10: Reenactment of the
Spindletop Gusher, Beaumont,
409-839-2977.

Jan. 12, 15: Intracoastal
Whooping Crane Tour,
Matagorda Island SP & WMA,
Port O’Connor, 361-983-2215.

Jan. 13: Beach Combing and
Shelling Tour, Matagorda Island
SP & WMA, Port O’Connor, 361-
983-2215.

Jan. 14: History Tour,
Matagorda Island SP & WMA,
Port O’Connor, 361-983-2215,

Jan. 15: Advanced Birding
Series begins, Corpus Christi
Botanical Garden, Corpus
Christi, 361-852-2100.

Jan. 18: Whooping Crane Bus
Tour, Matagorda Island SP &
WMA, Port O’Connor, 361-983-
2215,

Jan. 20-21: Introduction to
Coastal Bend Birds, Corpus
Christi Botanical Garden,
Corpus Chisti, 361-852-2100.

Jan. 22: Special light goose
conservation season opens in
the Eastern Zone, 512-389-
4505.

FEBRUARY EVENTS

Feb.: Plantation house, barn
and grounds tours,
Wednesdays through Sundays,
Varner-Hogg Plantation SHP,

West Columbia, 979-345-4656.

Feb.: Weekend Nature
Programs, Lake Texana SP,
Edna, 361-782-5718.

Feb.: Bird Walks, Goose Island
SP, Rockport, 361-729-2858.

Feb. 3: Star Party, Lake Texana
SP, Edna, 361-782-5718.

Feb. 3, 10: Wild Boar Safari,
Fennessey Ranch, Refugio, 361-
529-6600.

Feb. g, 11: Whooping Crane Bus
Tour, Matagorda Island SP &
WMA, Port O’Connor, 361-983-
2215.

Feb. 9, 19: Intracoastal
Whooping Crane Tour,
Matagorda Island SP & WMA,
Port O’Connor, 361-983-2215.

Feb. 10: Beach Combing and
Shelling Tour, Matagorda Island
SP & WMA, Port O'Connor, 361-
983-2215.

Feb. 17: Creature Feature,
Armand Bayou Nature Center,
Houston, 281-474-2551.

Feb. 23-25: Whooping Crane
Festival, Port Aransas, 800-45-
COAST.

Feb. 24: Introduction to Coastal
Bend Water Birds, Corpus
Christi Botanical Garden,
Corpus Christi, 361-852-2100.

HILL COUNTRY

JANUARY EVENTS

Jan.: Campfire Programs, Every
Saturday, McKinney Falls SP,
Austin, 512-243-1643.

Jan.: Ranger Talk, Every
Saturday, McKinney Falls SP,
Austin, 512-243-1643.

Jan. 6-27: Honey Creek Canyon
Walk, Honey Creek SNA, Spring
Branch, 830-438-2656.

Jan. 6-28: Gorman Falls Tour,
Colorado Bend SP, Bend, 915-
628-3240.

Jan. 6-28: Walking Cave Tour,
Colorado Bend SP, Bend, 915-
628-3240.

Jan. 6: Crawling Cave Tour,

Colorado Bend SP, Bend, 915-
628-3240.

Jan. 8: Late antlerless and
spike buck season opens in 25
Edwards Plateau counties, 512-
389-4505.

Jan. 15: Austin Fly Fishers meet-

ing, Austin, 512-916-4393.

Jan. 18: Medina County in the
Civil War, Landmark Inn SHP,
Castroville, 830-931-2133.

Jan. 19-20: Sam Bass Treasure
Hunt/Mystery Game, Longhorn
Cavern SP, Burnet, 877-441-
2283.

Jan. 20: Enchanted Rock Trail
Project Day, Enchanted Rock
SNA, Fredericksburg, 512-445-
3862.

FEBRUARY EVENTS

Feb.: Birding Tours, X Bar
Ranch, Eldorado, 888-853-
2688.

Feb.: Nature and Historical
Tours, X Bar Ranch, Eldorado,
888-853-2688.

Feb.: Ranger Talk, McKinney
Falls SP, Austin, 512-243-
1643.

Feb.: Honey Creek Canyon
Walk, Honey Creek SNA, Spring
Branch, 830-438-2656.

Feb.: Campfire Programs,
McKinney Falls SP, Austin, 512-
243-1643.

Feb. 3: Crawling Cave Tour,
Colorado Bend SP, Bend, 915-
628-3240.

Feb. 3: Birdhouse Day, Lyndon
B. Johnson SHP, Stonewall,
830-644-2252.

Feb. 3-25: Walking Cave Tour,
Colorado Bend SP, Bend, 915-
628-3240.

Feb. 3-25: Gorman Falls Tour,
Colorado Bend SP, Bend, 915-
628-3240.

Feb. 12: Special light goose
conservation season opens in
the Western Zone, 512-389-
4505.

Feb. 15: |'ve Never Met a Texas
History | Didn't Like, Landmark
Inn SHP, Castroville, 830-931-
2133.

Feb. 17: Enchanted Rock Trail
Project Day, Enchanted Rock
SNA, Fredericksburg, 512-445-
3862.

Feb. 19: Austin Fly Fishers
meeting, Austin, 512-916-4393.

PANHANDLE-
PLAINS

JANUARY EVENTS

Jan.: Nature Programs, call for
details, Abilene SP, Abilene,
915-572-3204.

Jan. 6, 20: Petroglyph Tour, San
Angelo SP, San Angelo, 915-
949-8935.

Jan. 13, 27: Dinosaur Walk, San
Angelo SP, San Angelo, 915-
949-8935.

Jan. 13: Stargazing Party,
Abilene SP, Abilene, 915-572-
3204.

Jan. 20: Longhorn and Bison
Seminar, San Angelo SP, San
Angelo, 915-949-8935.

Jan. 21-22: Hunter Safety
Course, Copper Breaks SP,
Quanabh, 940-839-4331.

FEBRUARY EVENTS

Feb.: Llama Treks, San Angelo
SP, San Angelo, 915-651-7346.

Feb.: Nature Programs, Abilene
SP, Abilene, 915-572-3204.

Feb. 3: Canyon Chat, Palo Duro
Canyou SP, Canyon, 806-488-
2977

Feb. 3, 17: Petroglyph Tour, San
Angelo, SP, San Angelo, 915-
949-8935.

Feb. 10: Family Nature Hike,
Palo Duro Canyon SP, Canyon,
806-488-2227.

Feb. 10, 24: Dinosaur Walk, San
Angelo SP, San Angelo, 915-
949-8935.

Feb. 12: Special light goose
conservation season opens in
the Western Zone, 512-389-
4505.

Feb. 17: Longhorn and Bison
Seminar, San Angelo SP, San

Angelo, 915-949-8935.

Feb. 17: Canyon Critters, Palo
Duro Canyon SP, Canyon, 806-
488-2227.

Feb. 23-25: Becoming an




Outdoors-Woman Workshop,
Butman Methodist Camp,
Merkel, 512-389-8183.

e

PINEYWOODS

JANUARY EVENTS

Jan. 5, 19: Slide Show, Village
Creek SP, Lumberton, 409-755-
7322.

Jan. 13, 27: Guided Nature Hike,
Village Creek SP, Lumberton,

409-755-7322.

Jan. 20: Floating the Forks,
Martin Dies, Jr. Jasper, SP, 409-
384-5231.

Jan. 22: Special light goose con-

servation season opens, Eastern
Zone, 512-389-4505

Jan. 27: Annual Kid’s Fishing
Day, Lake Bob Sandlin SP,
Pittsburg, 903-572-5531.

FEBRUARY EVENTS

Feb. 2, 16: Slide Show, Village
Creek SP, Lumberton, 409-755-
7322,

Feb. 3: Birdhouse Day, Martin
Dies, Jr. SP, Jasper, 409-384-
5231

Feb. 3: Birdhouse Day, Martin
Creek Lake SP, Tatum, 903-836-
4336.

Feb. 10, 24: Guided Nature Hike,
Village Creek SP, Lumberton,
409-755-7322.

Feb. 17: Floating the Forks,
Martin Dies, Jr. SP, Jasper, 409-
384-5231.

e

PRAIRIES
AND LAKES

JANUARY EVENTS

Jan.: Historic and Scenic Tour,
by reservation only, Monument
Hill & Kreische Brewery SHP, La
Grange, 979-968-5658.

Jan.: Kreische Brewery Tours,
every Saturday and Sunday,

903-389-4514.

Monument Hill & Kreische
Brewery SHP, La Grange, 979-
968-5658.

Jan.: Campfire Programs, every
Saturday, Stephen F. Austin SHP,
San Felipe, 979-885-3613.

Jan.: Historical Tours, every
Sunday, Stephen F. Austin SHP,
San Felipe, 979-885-3613.

Jan. 6, 7, 20, 21: Birds of the
Brazos Hike, Stephen F. Austin
SHP, San Felipe, 979-885-3613.

Jan. 7, 14: Kreische House Tours,
Monument Hill & Kreische
Brewery SHP, La Grange, 979-
968-5658.

Jan. 13, 20, 27: Bald Eagle Tour,
Fairfield Lake SP, Fairfield, 903-
389-4514.

Jan. 20-21: Origins Of The
Cowboy, Washington-on-the-
Brazos SHP, Washington, 936-
878-2213.

Jan. 20-21: Eagle Fest 2001,
Emory, 800-561-1182.

Jan. 20-31: Vanishing
Ampbhibians, Texas Freshwater
Fisheries Center, Athens, go3-
676-BASS

Jan. 20: Trout Clinic, Fort Parker
SP, Mexia, 254-562-5751.

Jan. 22: Special light goose con-
servation season opens, Eastern
Zone, 512-389-4505

Jan. 26: Fish-It’s Fine Food,
Texas Freshwater Fisheries
Center, Athens, 903-676-BASS

FEBRUARY EVENTS

Feb.: Historic and Scenic Tour,
Monument Hill & Kreische
Brewery SHP, La Grange, 979-
968-5658.

Feb.: Kreische Brewery Tours,
Monument Hill & Kreische
Brewery SHP, La Grange, 979~
968-5658.

Feb.: Campfire Programs,
Stephen F. Austin SHP, San
Felipe, 979-885-3613.

Feb.: Historical Tours, Stephen F.
Austin SHP, San Felipe. 979-
885-3613.

Feb. 1-27: Vanishing
Amphibians, Texas Freshwater
Fisheries Center, Athens, 9o3-
676-BASS.

Feb. 3: Birdhouse Day, Fairfield
Lake SP, Fairfield, 903-389-4514.

Feb. 3, 10, 17, 24: Bald Eagle
Tour, Fairfield Lake SP, Fairfield,

Feb. 3, 17: Forest Animal Hike,
Stephen F. Austin SHP, San
Felipe, 979-885-3613.

Feb. 3, 17: Ecology Trail Hikes,
Stephen F. Austin SHP, San
Felipe, 979-885-3613.

Feb. g, 11: Kreische House
Tours, Monument Hill &
Kreische Brewery SHP, La
Grange, 979-968-5658.

Feb. 4, 18: Life of the
Karankawas, Stephen F. Austin
SHP, San Felipe, 979-885-3613.

Feb. 10-11: A Stitch In Time,
Washington-on-the-Brazos
SHP/Barrington Living History
Farm, 936-878-2213.

* ‘-’!" .
SOUTH TEXAS
PLAINS

JANUARY EVENTS

Jan.: Kiskadee Bus Tour, every
Tuesday and Friday, Bentsen Rio
Grande SP, Mission, 956-585-
1107.

Jan. 22: Special light goose con-
servation season opens, Eastern
Zone, 512-389-4505.

Jan. 22: Late antlerless and
spike buck season opens in 30
South Texas counties, 512-389-
4505.

FEBRUARY EVENTS

Feb.: Kiskadee Bus Tour,

Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley SP,
Mission, 956-585-1107.

Feb. 3: 18805 Wild West
Extravaganza, Presidio La Bahia,
Goliad, 361-645-3752.

Feb. 5, 19: Bird Identification
Tour, Choke Canyon
SP/Calliham Unit, Calliham, 361-
786-3868.




Ds P GUI D E SER VIC E BUCK’ South Texas Guide Service

Trout ® Redfish ® Flounder * Black Drum

Baffin Bay

FREE LODGING
AVAILABLE UPON
REQUEST

Professional Guide Service
Lake Fork, TX
www.lakeforktrophybass.com Rt 3 Box 475 Alice, TX 78332

doug@lakeforktrophybass.com E L www.fishing-baffinbay.com
Or Call Doug Shampine at (903) 474-0508 361) 668-6161 * (361) 664-B544 Home + (361) 739-7817 Mobile
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SUPER STAND 1w SICE HEIGHTS : BIG-MAC Feeders
Guaranteed Five Years! 10, 12, 13,
15,17 4 20 Ft.
; Eye Leve! Part
All blinds Remotes
complete with Canmo Covers Batteries
sliding windows, & Roof
carpet, legs Available Solar Panel
and ladder Repairs
(4x4x15 ft. shown) Adjustabia
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14t Tripod
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STHIPER * 5 Tons Caught Yearly
EXPRESS - 5 . o for Groups

Guide Servece * Gift Certificates

Lake Texoma 903-786-4477

www.striperexpress.com
GREG GATES
GUIDE SERVICE LAKE
Trophy Stripers WHITNEY

www.greggates.com

oat Fleet
817-926-0114
o o HUNTING -

YOUR online guide to

Whitetails, Mule Deer, Pronghom, Auodad,
Dove, Quall, Ducks, Geese, Pheasant,

k Javellna, Feral Hogs, Russlan Boar,

Statenide M Bobcat, Coyote, Fox, Mountain Lion, & Exotics.

T T WWW.DEERTEXAS.COM

“Visa/MhasterCand accepled, Deerfexas.com, Inc., O Box 21536, Waco, Texas 76708-1548

Duck Stamp Prints

Texas Duck Stamp Prints,
Texas Saltwater, Texas Quail,
Texas Wild Turkey.

GCCA, Federal
John Cowan Prints

All Years

FREE
CATALOG

‘ﬁ"au&.; Guller

P.O BOX 11056 » SPRING, TEXAS 77391-1055
(281) 3706945 « Serving Texas Collectors Since 1980
www.charliesgallery.com

AUTOMAT

GAME FEEDERS

* 24-Hr. Quartz Timers

+ Digital Timers

« Photocell Timers

* Balteries

« Solar Chargers

« Many Accessories

= Repairs (All Brands)

« Dealer Inquiries Invited

3-YEAR WARRANTY

219 Brand Lae, Stafford, TX 77477
i (28Y) 261-0803

FREE BROCHURE

www.mag-hunt-pro.com
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Te xas Fla [ 28"H x 40"W)

Sarah Dodscn Flag (19"H = W)

Antiqued Texas Slags framed in Barnwcod.

An Impressve Reproduction vy Texas Zrtist

George Zoes. Your Purchase is an Mr.vestment
in the Freservation of Texas History.

Buy 3 or more $1 49 00 Each

Buy 2 $159.00 Each [t 5100

Buy 1 $169.0C Each e item

Twelva Ga:ge Flegs are made of 10C%
USA Gov. Spec. Fleg [Material Buy
Original Designer a1d Manufacturar. 715-465-5563

www.twelvegauge.com
151" Bingle Siite D7 Houston, TX 77055

Toll Free 1-877-455-6563

Texas Historical Flags Any flag of any kind,
Custom flags and flagpoles.

www.eagle-mtn.com Bo0-3B5-5605

Personalized Bootjack *} e
Bronzs, aluminum, or castiron- V’#
metal tase. Leather strapping
on yokz, Leather footplate

| with brand, logo, initials or J
name burned into leather.
Crawford & Company

TEXAS
TERRITBRIES

T

www.BuyTexasOnline.com
Free Catalog 800-273-6389
Cuitars & Cadillacs is the country's largest retailer cf spe-
calty Texes gifts and apparel. Our unique collection
ircludes "Cricinal Texas Clothing,” stained glass, jewelry,
linens, and “Made in Texas” gourmet foods, salsas, and

hot saucas Our “Texas in a Basket” gift baskets can be
custom cesigned and shipped the same day.

Gllmes)gmuﬂ(i

THE BEST HOME
WEATHER STATION
EVER MADE.

TPW@101

n avis unleashes its Vantage Pro wireless
weather station! Revolutionary thinking,
with professional quality, accuracy,and

performance.

Forecasts 30 different ko
weathercondmons,shows -
over 80 graphs,and
sounds

over 70 weather alarms.
Allin a display that's
easy to read and use.

It’s the best value you'll find anywhere!

CALLTODAY FORYOUR FREE CATALOG!
1-800-678-3669 - www.davisnet.com

3465 Diablo Ave.

Davis Instruments ;.. s

LAND AND WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT SERVICES

Practical, effective, and sustainable solutions
for your land management needs.

* Habitat evaluation and management

* Wildlife counts, censuses & surveys

* Prescribed fire plans

* Pond design & construction management
* Narive & exotic vegetation management
* Sedimentarion and erosion control

* GIS and GPS services

* Wildlife management use property tax assistance

1-512-327-1180
LOOMIS-AUSTIN INc

p
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Contact Leigh Anne Jackson
5129127003
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% Historic and 7v Hospitality Accemmodaions
of Texas (HAT) incudes

£ the state’s finest historic

4- bed & breakfasts, coun-

BRENHAM

* Ant Street Inn “One of the best B&B’s i~
Texas” — Southern Living.

www.antstreetinn.com 800-326-4943

» Mariposa Ranch Cabins, fireplaces, Jacuzzis-
for-two, “Enchantec Evening® packages
Southern Liviag

www.mariposaranch com B77-647-4774

COMFORT
* Meyer B&B On Cypress Creek, Hill Country,
Mid 1800’s 5:age Stop, Texas Landmarlk.
B88-995-6100

+* Heather’s 6len B&B
Restored Victorian IMansion.

www.heathersglen.com Boo-66-]AMIE

* Villa Del Rio Historic Mexico border vil a, lush
acreage, by T=xas’ oldest winery.

www.villadelrio.com 800-995-1887

FREDERICKSBURG
#* Schildknecht-Weidenfeller House 1870’s

German limsstone house in Histosic Disc- cz.
Private. Accommodates ane—tea in one pa-ty.
Antiques, handmade quilts. Fireplace, cellar porch.
waw.schildlor echt.com B30-997-5612

#* The Luckenbach Inn Bed & Breakfast
“Go Back W:ll-Fed & Rested.” Fireplaces.
whitlpool tubs, country breasfzst.
www.luckemdachtx.com 800-997-1124

* Settler's Crossing
“Cne of Amrerica’s Top 10 Eec ard BreakZasts”
— Travel & Leisure magazine. Fireplaces, axtiques,
:Ia.(LlZZ}S.

wwiw.settlerscrossing.com 800-874-102

M

FREDER'CKSBURG TRADITIONAL
BED & BREAKFASTS
Hill Country Hespitafity and Style

1-800-494-HOST

wwiwfredericksburgtrad com
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THis MONTH’S INNSIDER CHOICE
is Das Garten Haus located in down-
town Fredericksburg. A traditdonal B&B
with private suites surrounding a court-
yard and beautiful gardens. Tranquil,
comforting setting with extraordinary
breakfasts prepared by your hosts.
Das GARTEN Haus
604 S. Washington
Fredericksburg, Texas 78624

(800) 416-4287
www.dasgartenhaus.com

DAs GARTEN HUS
FREDRICKSEURG TX

HISTORIC ACCOMMODATIONS ACCOMMODATIONS

* Das Garten Haus Traditional B&B with
exceptional breakfasts, helpful hosts, private
suites. New Orleans style courryard and gardens.
www.dasgartenhaus.com 800-416-4287

* Texas Stagecoach Inn Miles from nowhere,
in the middle of the surrounding country...
www.bbhost.com/txstagecoachinn

888-965-6272

MARATHON

* The Gage Hotel A historical treasure in a
legendary setting, 37 traditionally decorated
rooms, landscaped courtyards, year-round
swimming and in-room fireplaces.

800-884-GAGE

NEW BRAUNFELS

% Hunter Road Stagecoach Stop Enjoy Texas
hospitality and history at an 1850’s Pioneer
Homestead nestled amidst antique roses and
herbs. For reservations 800-201-2912

¢ Castle Avalon Romantic bed and breakfast and
fine dining restaurant surrounded by 160 acres
of Texas Hill Country.
www.castleavalon.com 877-885-4780

ROCKPORT

HooprEes’ HOUSE
ROCKPORT, TEXAS

800-924-1008 I
www.hoopeshouse.com |

NATIONALLY HISTORIC VICTORIAN HOME.
EIGHT ROOMS EACH WITH PRIVATE BATH.
FULL BREAKFAST INCLUDED. CALL FOR BROCHURE.

BIRDING

Hill Country Outdoor Adventures. Year
Round Birding & Nature Tours.
www.friolodging.com/adventures  830-966-2320
Historic Sierra Motel EST 1939.
Accommodations, Ranch Tours, Bird & Game
Viewing. Beautiful Mountain Scenery.

Box 417, Sierra Blanca, TX 79851

email: james@sbint.net
www.sierrablancamotel.com

800-960-3705
Hummer House. Largest hummingbird feeding/
nesting site. Observation room viewing birds,
deer, turkey. Dan Brown, Box 555, Christoval, TX
76935. For information, please call 877-255-2254

Bastrop-Moonshadow Cabins Romantic get-
zway, diney wood, 2bedrocm/1bath, fireplace,
kizzken, hot tub.
www.moonshadowcabins.com 888-326-2226
K| Ranch Please visiz our :nique Guest House
N W, of Llano, TX.
www.kjcranch.com B88B-887-5557
Kerrville-Turtle Creek Lodge. Sleeps 2-18,
c-2ek swimming, fisqng, pzaceful, children/pets
welcome.

www.turtlecreeklodge.com 210-828-0377

KNOLLE FARM AND RANCH
Bed, Bamm, and Breakfast

Upscale inn on hister.c ranch near Corpus Christi.
Superb birdwarching, horseback riding, canoeing,
fisaiag, gourmet meals and icnics.

(512) 547-2546 * www.knolle.com

Pittsburg, TX-Cozy Cabin Rental Great for
family fun or romantic getzway.
www.benbrad.com 903-856-6839
Rio Frio Lodging = .rnished vacarion homes &
czbins in the Hill Country. Birding & Nature
Tours.
www.friolodging.com 830-966-2320
Weslaco-Tropical B & B.

FoIi Breakfast; Wild ife F=fuge Parks; Mexican
S-oppi

tiopicalb-b@juno.com 956-968-9646

Terlingua Ranch Resorl Adjoins Big Bend

Maticnal Park. morel, RV, campsites, restaurant,
poal. Quier, remote, peacerul.
www terlinguaranch.com 915-371-2416

Lzke Sam Rayburn/Swann Hotel B&B.
Fisking, Boating, Birdwatching. Full Breakfast.
www.swannhotel.com 877-489-9717

TE¥AS

The Outdoor Magazine of Texas
now takes MasterCard, VISA and Discover.
For more inform=ztion contact
Leigh Anne Jazksor. z: [512) @12-7003




ww‘w.'vlin'tbinben*?om
1-877-B1G BEND

The complete information resource
\ for the Big Bend area /

-9

YON7
e 'AGLES

Lopae & Narure Park

940 acres of Texas Hill Country,
Lodge & Conference Center,
Camping, Astronomy and
Vanishing Texas River Cruise.
canyonoftheeagles.com

800 977-0081

E'verybcdy_s;
| owbaym

Never roped a stee- or rode a trail? It daesn’t mat-
ter! The minute vou step into Luckerbact, ycu
secome party of te wes:. Listen to pickin uncer the
wrees. Two-step tc a Texas bard. Or just tip your
chair back znd relax by the ripplin’ water Who knew
cowboyin® could b2 this 2asy?

Cive us a holler a: 883-311-8940 or visit 45 a:
www.luckenbachtexas com to find out more abour
what's happening in Luckznbach.

Whooping
Crane

Port Ardnsas

MUSTANG ISLAND |

1-B00-45-COAST

www.portaransas.crg

Festival
Feb. 23-25, 2001

HERITAGE

BUILDING SYSTEMSes
Established 1979

800-643-5555
BUILD IT YOURSELF AND SAVE

30x40x 10 e 54,889

40X 60 x 12 .. $7,595

50X75% 14 .. 511,695

60 X 100 x 16 ... 518,205

80 x 100 x 16 wicol .. 821,995
Commercial all steel buildings mponent parts
firom Americas largest distributor since 1979, Any
size is available featuring easy bolt up rigid frame
design for industry, office, mini-storage, shop, farm
and all steel homes. Call us today for a free informa-
tion package and quote on the best buildings made.

800.793.9208 Se Habla Espariol
Mini-Storage Buildings@
metalbldg.com

Galveston Home. 150-foot waterfront, on
lagoon, concrete bulkhead with dock & boat slip.
1 mile off ICW. Large deck on front with view of
bird estuary. Large deck on back covering patio,
with hot tub. 3br/3ba d/s living & dining.
Efficiency apt. downstairs.

Call Terese 409-737-5200

ijium&mm

Computerized collar creates

world’s first radio-controlled dog?

Small U.S. company develops technology that uses radio waves and a microprocessor on your
dog’s coliar to replace expensive fencing, cruel chains and leashes. . .keepir:g your dog safe and free!

by Guy Yeadon

This is the safest fence you can buy for
your pet. It is far superior to alternative
containment methods, because there
are no wires to bury and because the
pet cannot “run through” the warning
zcne. With PetSafe Instant Fence, there
is no “other side” to run to, since the
only safe area lies inside the contain-
ment circle. Compared to conventional
fences, which dogs can jump over or dig
under...PetSafe Instant Fence is unbeatable.
What's more, it’s totally portable. You simply
unplug it and take it with you to your new
house, while visiting friends or even while trav-
eling. No mere ties, cages or boarding costs—
your pet can enjoy vacations as much as you.
Easy installation, simple training. PetSafe
Instant Fence emits a radio signal that extends
up to 90 feet from the transmitter. While the sig-
nal area forms a circle, you can adjust it to keep
your pet in your yard. The system has a variety
of safety features to protect your dog. Patented
coding in the software prevents any accidental
electric pulse in the event of a power shortage.

The boundary area remains stable, naver f uctu-
ating with disturbances within the signal area.

If your pet gets out of the containme- )t area for
over 30 seconds, the corraction puls
and the receiver will revert to a beep Tr. 1
is simple and a video is included to walk you
through the process. Or.c2

ength, ma-k the
boundarv by placing the sina:l trainir g flags
at the edge of the signal area.
takes only minutes a dav, and do:
learn their boundary wi-hin a few
thirty days, you caa beg n to remov
gradually.
It’s risk-f-ee. Wh tc take advantage of this
breakthrough techn *? Pet5afe Insrant Feace
comes with a one-year limited
v arralﬁ' from Radi> Syst=ms,
and it's backed by our ex-lu-
sive rick-free guarentee. Try
it for yourself, ard if you are
not satisfied, simoly return it
within 30 days fo- a full “No
Questicns Asked” refund.

here high tech

we have found high tech solutions
nnovators and brotight them directly
nths before they were available in

echnoScout.com is the high- -tech,
to a better life.

Exzlusive li time offer! Order wdm,f and S’Lf a
Gactory-direct d‘;@mmt on PetSafe.

nstant Feﬁ;ce
ree credit card payments of...$99.95 §1g saH
ease mention product code 7555-19843.

] For fastest service, call toll-free 24 hours a day

:800 -992- 2966 %;E

rder by m

Virginia resrdents on.'y—please mcqu'e 4.5 % sares ra.x

A Comtrad Industries Compan:

2B Ecnun$cuut~

1998 Ri
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~The view from Guadalupe
Peak is an awesome one
~ indeed. Located in Guadalupe
Mountains National Park, the
peak is the highest poini in
Texas, with an elevatior of
8,749 feet. According to The
New: Handbook of Texas,
19th-~century travelers often
were deceived by Guadalupe
Peak’s hei




Dakota Quad Cab ;
The rear daors en Dakote Quad Cab™ccrveniently 8
swing open nearly 90 degrees. When it comesto {8
fresh think’ng, we've a'ways beea wide open.
Dakota effzrs two clasz-ecclusove V-8s: a 4.7 liter
Magnum® and a 5.9 liter Mcgnem. And £1's year,
available lzather-trimmed szat: compleriznt Dakote s
renowned prawn.

Ram Quad Cab
Dodge Razn was tne firsi full-size pickup i offera =~
{0-cylinder zngine. It was the first with opiional
conveniences like a fold-dewn busivess coasole. It was the
first to offer four-wheel anii-lock brakes. And it was the
Jirst with a standard driver airbag on eve= model. Its no
wonder, when the subject is inncvation, Ledge Ram is
among the first names that conze 2 mind.

Dodge

8CO-4-A-DODGE or wwwidadodge.com
Always use seat belts. Ezmember, a
in Ram Pickups, children 12 ¢ad unds

ackseal is the sa’est place for
in the front s2at or ly with the p

cren 12 anc wicer,
ser ger airbag turred off.






