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The Fishes of Texas
A tropical fish adapted to Texas' warm

waters, the Rio Grande perch, Cichlasomna
cynoguttatum,. exhibits several shapes and
colors depending on its age, sex, habitat, or
spawning condition.

Pictured here are but a few of this perch's
many faces. Young males and females have the
general panfish form while the older males
(second from top) develop a hump over the
head. Spawning males (also second from top)
are pale in front and have a dark posterior
half. Cichlids in warm, clear water have con-
spicuous bars overlaid with cream and tur-
quoise colored spots, while cool, clear water
produces a grey coloration (upper two).
Cichlids subjected to stress of capture tend to
turn pale (third from top). Besides its distinc-
tive bespeckled skin, the perch's lateral line is
definitely broken and staggered. Also, the first
and second dorsal fins are continuous and taper
into a triangular point, as (does the anal fin.

Found in the Rio Grande basin, the San
Marcos, Guadalupe, San Antonio, and Colorado
rivers, this small-mouthed fish is a dull fighter,
but is good eating when the black lining of the
viscera is removed.
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Hounding Javelinas
by John Houser

C HASING dogs up and down
rocky slopes while hunting

javelinas is not for the weak of
heart. This sport requires much
more stamina than deer stalking
or even chasing jackrabbits with
greyhounds.

Javelina hunting is very ex-
hausting work. In most deer hunt-
ing, the hunter waits for the
game to come to him. In chasing
jackrabbits, the greyhounds do
most of the work. But, in javelina
hunting, the hunter does almost
as much running as the dogs.

When Dan Klepper, outdoor
writer for the San Antonio Ex-
press-News, and I rolled out of
bed at 3 :30 that fateful morning,
I didn't know too much about
javelinas. I was as naive about
this type of hunting as an East-
erner is about Texas.

At a truck stop in Hondo we
met Tony Zerr, rancher from
Hondo, and Tommy and Jimmy

Timmerman, a game warden's
sons. After eating a hearty break-
fast and drinking a pot of coffee,
we left for Concan. It was still
dark and beginning to drizzle
when we arrived at the 30,000
acre ranch in Uvalde County. We
unloaded the dogs, put on our
chaps, and began hunting.

Tommy Timmerman led the
way with his dogs. They led us up
and down the rocky hills through
catclaw, mesquite thickets, bram-
ble, and white bush. The only firm
footing was in the draws where
all the soil had accumulated. Oth-
erwise, we jumped from rock to
rock following the dogs.

The drizzle continued, making
the footing slippery. By seven
o'clock the sun was trying to
break through the clouds. Two
does and a buck bounded over a
distant ridge; a fox darted down
the hill; but still no hogs.

Then Sport, the six-month-old

Tying Blue to a tree outside the cave
saved him from getting cut up.

7$, // .A

pup, started barking in the dis-
tance. She had chased a fox be-
fore, but this time it must have
been a javelina because soon we
could hear the other three dogs
joining her.

"Come on," yelled Tommy.
"They've got one."

We ran down the hill, dodging
the catclaw, jumping over the
prickly pear and sometimes miss-
ing both. It was a grueling chase
with the sharp rocks mauling our
feet and the mesquite lashing our
faces.

"They've got him," yelled
Tommy somewhere up ahead.

Sweating profusely, we ran
harder, quickly shortening the
distance to our quarry.

"Over there," pointed Dan to
where the Timmerman brothers
were kneeling to look under a
thick tangle of mesquite. The
brush was so thick the dogs had
to crawl to move.

Hardest part of our javelina hunt came

when we had to carry the hog out.
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I lowered the sights slowly, taking my time,
and then pandemonium broke loose-She Charged!

Jimmy backed away pulling one the cl
dog, King, on a chain. The 12- path i
year-old dog was straining hard one w
to get free. She

"That sow would cut him up if at a
I let him loose. Lost one dog last snapp
week when a pig got him in the tore
throat and cut his jugular vein," stopp
he said. her

I squatted beneath the mes- ready
quite thicket and could see the lunge
sow with her three piglets. Her neck.
teeth were nervously chattering move
and she didn't look too satisfied We
with her surroundings. A dog was her u
on each side of her about 10 feet climb
away. Another dog was inching banda
his way in behind her. I snapped 7:30
the safety off my pistol and lined to bu
her up in the sights. A pistol is started
the best weapon to carry because Th
it is light and not bulky. scent

"Aim between the eyes," recom.- and d
mended Tommy. ing d

I lowered the sights slowly, of pri
taking my time, and then pande- of cat
monium broke loose. All along I Pai
had been thinking of what I had It see
read about javelinas. Most of the proba
stories said that javelinas will not could
charge, they will only break for We h

Since all the hills looked the same, we marked

the tallest mesquite, so we wouldn't get lost.

) 4\

hearing, and if you're in their
t's your tough luck. But this
as different-she charged.

headed out of her shelter
45-degree angle from us,
ing at the dogs. After she
through the thicket, she

ed and turned on us, opening
mouth wide, sharp teeth

for battle. Just as the sow
d, I shot and hit her in the
She dropped and the dogs

d in.
. dressed her out and left
under a tall mesquite. Tommy
ed the tree and tied a red
nna on the top limb. It was
and the sun was still trying
rn through the clouds as we
d out once more.

e dogs quickly got another
and were off running. Up

own the hills we went, slow-
own only to pick out spears
ckly pear or dislodge limbs
claw.
infully we followed the dogs.
med like hours but it was
bly only 15 minutes until we
hear them barking below us.
alf slid, half jumped from

rock to rock down a 75-degree in-
cline and found the dogs at the
bottom. The four javelinas had
run into a small cave but the sow
guarded the entrance, clicking
her teeth in anger.

This was a typical javelina
chase, they told me. Anyone could
kill these hogs without any risk
at all. But the sport of it was be-
ing able to keep up with the dogs
and outwit the pigs.

The javelinas had provided us
with good sport. It would have
been too rugged a trip carrying
the javelinas out of the draw, so
we held the dogs and let them
escape. In javelina hunting with
dogs, the chase is the important
part of the hunt-the kill is anti-
climactic.

Persons interested in hunting
javelina may like to consider day
leases available at a very small
cost. Many counties including
Medina, Uvalde, Kinney, Ed-
wards, Frio, Dimmit, Webb,
Starr, and Jim Wells have open
season the year round and no bag
limits. Other counties in South
Texas have a bag limit of two

javelinas, and some counties even
have a season during the months
of November and December.

Chambers of commerce in coun-
ties where javelinas are found
offer lists of ranches in the area
with leases available. The hardest
time of the year to hunt javelina
is during deer season. It is almost
impossible to get a lease at that

time and some deer hunters might
be rattled if they see somebody
out running after a javelina and
disturbing the deer.

When the chase is over and the

javelina is bagged, the benefits
of the hunt do not end. Not only
does a young, tender hog make a
delicious meal when properly pre-
pared, but an outstanding trophy.
With the lips pulled back showing
those molars, a good mount looks
real mean.

One word of caution-don't be-
lieve everything you hear and
read about javelinas being shy
and timid. They might be in most
instances, but if you ever get one
cornered, consider him armed and
dangerous. They have been known

4 to charge. **

Tommy held Blue back. Those hogs

in the cave weren't through yet.
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Bait traps (above and below) are effect-

ive in shallow water feeding areas.

s' . ~~ t
5,+ - 1, ^.RYNIIa<t -. ::::s+u y, S(II `. aN-,.+XM_ `4r ` "t.-£ " fl '? .

41

,
,,.w,,.. _ _ ,

-- . .
- - a. _ - , º

9 , .
.

;: --- , ' . 777 -
Q 

' 
.,

r: 

i

.. r ,

Fly 

; 
.. 

-
2} 

r 

nom.-.

. .. , mss'

Drive traps (above) catch molting ducks
while cannon nets (below) snare those feeding.
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I D's for Ducks
by Robert L. West

Wildlife Biologist
Pittman-Robertson Project W-96-R

F ALL AND SPRING flights of waterfowl his-
torically have been a part of the American

scene. They have brought innumerable hours of en-
joyment to the American public in the form of
hunting, bird watching, painting, and literature.
The result is a heritage which should be passed on
to following generations. It is toward this goal that
waterfowl management programs, of which band-
ing is a part, are directed.

Marking of birds for study helps determine from
where they come, where they go, and what happens
to them. This may be traced back nearly 200 years,
but the first systematic attempt at banding was

made by Hans Chr. C. Mortensen, a Danish school-

master, who used aluminum bands for the scientific
study of white storks, European teals, starlings,
and two or three birds of prey.

Bird banding became prominent in many Euro-
pean countries and in America during the 1900's.
Early attempts in the United States were conducted
by individuals and bird clubs until the American
Bird Banding Association was formed in 1909. This
association carried on banding activities in the
United States and Canada until they were assumed
in 1920 by the United States Bureau of Biological
Survey, now the Fish and Wildlife Service.

Today, waterfowl banding has become a huge co-
operative effort. Waterfowl biologists from the 50
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Captured waterfowl are banded with a standard
Fish and Wildlife Service aluminum leg band

which varies in size according to the bird.

states, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service,
and the Canadian Wildlife Service conduct individ-
ual banding assignments. Annually, these people
pool their talents in the form of banding teams
which converge on the Canadian and Arctic breed-
ing grounds during the summer nesting season.
During this period an all-out attempt is made to
band both immature and adult birds.

Methods used in conducting banding operations
vary according to the locale and the habits of the
birds. Bait traps, which are merely wire cages with
a funnel entrance, are effective in shallow water
feeding areas. These traps are usually baited with
cereal grains to catch ducks during their nighttime
feeding activities.

Drive traps are used to catch young birds and
molting adults. Since these birds are unable to fly,
they may be herded by a line of men into a wire
or net "corral" flanked by wing fences which fun-
nel the birds toward the trap. Here they are caught
by hand or net, banded, and released.

Retriever dogs are extremely useful in catching
immature birds and molting adults. These dogs,
when turned loose in brood areas, are trained to
catch birds and return them, unharmed, to their
handler.

Cannon nets generally are used in feeding fields
or relatively dry loafing areas. These nets are fired
electrically, igniting a powder charge in the can-
nons which carry the net over the birds. These
traps often are baited with cereal grains to concen-
trate flocks of birds in front of them. This method

is particularly effective on geese and field-feeding
ducks.

Night lighting is used on water areas, generally
with the aid of an airboat with a battery of bright
floodlamps. The boat is operated at low speed.
While birds are blinded by the lights, they are
scooped up with a dip net. This is particularly
effective on females who will not leave slow moving
broods.

Captured waterfowl are banded with a standard
Fish and Wildlife Service aluminum leg band which
varies in size according to the bird. Each bears a
serial number and an inscription reading:

NOTIFY FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Waterfowl band records are maintained at the
Migratory Bird Populations Station of the Fish
and Wildlife Service in Laurel, Maryland. An elec-
tronic computer system is used to record and store
the data for future reference.

Band recovery reports are processed through the
computer. Information regarding date and place of
banding is sent to the person reporting the band.
Information concerning date and place of recovery
and status of the birds (whether alive or dead) is
sent to the bander. In this way the person reporting
the band receives information about the bird while
contributing valuable data for waterfowl studies.

Recoveries are made near and far. Biologists cap-
ture birds in traps on wintering grounds. Persons
find birds that have been killed by flying into tele-

8 TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE



Soft-mouthed retrievers are used in
marshy brood areas where ducklings

cannot be caught any other way.

phone or electric wires. Hunters kill them during
the hunting season. Some biologists even recapture
the same birds at their stations during successive
seasons.

Banding studies through the years have given a
great deal of insight into waterfowl problems.
Using a computer system and sophisticated statis-
tical techniques, the pulse of waterfowl populations
may be felt.

Banding data plays a large role in setting water-
fowl hunting regulations. Information from band
returns provides a look at hunting pressure and
annual kill. This gives the waterfowl technician a
foundation on which to provide the hunter with
maximum sporting opportunity while ensuring the
perpetuation of waterfowl species.

The science of waterfowl mana gement is becom-
ing more and more technical and a growing amount
of research is done by highly trained scientists who
use the most intricate of modern equipment. Yet,
the sportsman is still a vital, productive, and in--
dispensable part.

The banding of birds would be useless if there
were no one to report finding the banded fowl. Only
when the bird is recovered, and the recovery in-
formation is reported by the hunter, is the story
complete. Persons finding banded birds should send
place where shot, date, band number, and any other K
pertinent information. This is an area of water-
fowl management where scientist and hunter can
work together toward the goal of a continuing,
plentiful supply of waterfowl. **
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OUTDOOR BOOKS
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FAREWELL TO TEXAS-A VANISH-
ING WILDERNESS, by William O.
Douglas, McGraw-Hill Book Co., New
York, 1967, 242 pages, illustrated,
$6.96.
Emphatically stressing the need for

conservation in Texas, Justice Douglas
vividly describes the rapid disappear-
ance of the State's diverse and widely
ranged natural beauty.

He claims that Texas is being de-
spoiled by modern Ahabs who are steal-
ing nature's treasures for their own
gain. Overgrazing has transformed vast
grasslands into barren wastelands of
sand and scrub brush. Draining game-
rich thickets for oil drilling and lum-
ber milling has destroyed the habitats
of many near extinct species. Great
stands of virgin woods have been and
are being harvested with no foresight
or planning to the future. Many of
Texas' scenic beauty spots are being
flooded by unneeded dams.

In taking his position, Douglas
soundly denounces Texans for being un-
appreciative of the beauty around them
and challenges them to action for con-
servation. He depicts the majority of
Texans as money-grubbing capitalists
with only a few good ones scattered
around the State who will be the saviors
of nature for coming generations.

Within his chapters, he describes the
exact location of each area about which
he talks. He also gives the fauna and
flora present and the geologic history.
Intertwined among these data are
anecdotes involving the people particu-
lar to an area, as well as a few unique
local recipes.

With a dominant tone of conserva-
tion, Douglas tells the story of the
wilds of the Big Thicket in East Texas,
the beauty of Big Bend, and the arid
expanses of West Texas. He travels
down the treacherous canyon waters of
the Rio Grande in a rubber raft. An-
other chapter begins with the history
and culture of the primitive River
People along that "Large River," and
ends with an objection to the building
of "unnecessary dams."

Douglas sensuously describes the
great Davis Mountains which protrude
from the Chihuahua Desert in West
Texas, and warns that exploitation may
ruin much of their irreplaceable beauty.
He vividly traces the despoiling of
Capote Falls, and then pleads for the
saving of the golden eagle.

Part of the Capitan Reef, the tower-
ing limestone formations of Guadalupe
Peak and El Capitan, jut high above the

Texas landscape and hold secrets from
time immemorial. Douglas commends
the establishment of the Guadalupe
Mountains National Park before the
escarpment was exploited for its min-
eral treasures.

The McKittrick Canyons are also a
focusing point, being the habitat of
unique wildlife and flora. In the south
canyon, more than 20 species of insects
new to science have been discovered,
some representing new genera.

Ending his volume in "the land of
1,100 springs," Douglas denounces once
again the building of "needless" dams,
and the possibility of further destruc-
tion of the Texas Hill Country in the
central part of the State.

Throughout the book, misusers of the
land are alluded to as "modern Ahabs,"
giving views in the volume a superim-
posed tone of righteousness. Douglas
denounces not only the "commercial
Ahabs" for their overgrazing, fencing,
and industrial projects, but also the
"official Ahabs" who sit in Washington
and Austin. Speaking for conservation
with the exaggeration of a seasoned
lawyer, he effectively express e s the
need to save Texas' dwindling wilder-
ness areas. --Bob Felling

"THE BUG BOOK," HARMLESS
INSECT CONTROLS, written and
published by John and Helen Phil-
brick, P.O. Box 96, Wilkinson-vile,
Mass., 147 pages, illustrated, $3.50.

"Why not kill 'em all off, and be
done with it?" This human reaction
to bugs, or other competing forms of
life, is a common one. Sometimes it is
said only half seriously, in exaspera-
tion, or even in humor. But all too
often it is meant in deadly earnest.

This is a "cut off your nose to spite
your face" philosophy. Attempts at
wholesale extermination can boomer-
ang unpleasantly, as we are beginning
to find out from the use of such dev-
astating insecticides as DDT. While
the target insects often develop immu-
nity to these, we cannot yet assess the
final consequences to all other living
things, including ourselves.

"THE BUG BOOK" suggests a
much more gentle and sane approach.
The authors, who have gardened suc-
cessfully for a number of years, using
the bio-dynamic method, had many
urgent requests to compile this volume

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE10



of harmless insect controls. They advise
studying the enemy and learning, if
not to like, at least to respect him
and his place in the overall scheme of
things. Some such "enemies" can turn
out even to be benefactors to man at
some stage, and certainly there is not
a creature that does not have a degree
of importance in the universe. Man just
needs to step hack and see the whole
picture more clearly in focus, and get
a better understanding of nature's in-
terrelationships.

This does not mean that man must
allow himself to he victimized or over-
run tith pests. Careful study reveals
ways to control and live at peace with
them, and often benefit from them, as
the Philbricks have done on their three
productive acres of garden and fruit
trees. Here, tild birds and insects fit
into the pattern without molestation
except when some one detail gets out
of hand. Adequate fertilization and
treatment of the soil is carried out,
and mutually helpful plants are put
together which repel or attract certain
hugs as may be desired. Beneficial
insects and birds are encouraged. Oc-
casional handpicking of some bugs is
needed, or the use of non-toxic ma-
terials and substances.

The remedies listed have been tried
and proven hy the authors over the
years. It is an education and a delight
to readl aout them. Some of the ma-
terials may lbe unfamiliar, but worth
tracking down. Others are more readily
to hand, such as table salt, oil, lime,
wood ashes, and soap. The old saying
that you can trap more flies with sugar
than vinegar is a true one, especially
if you add stale heer to the sugar!
And rabbits just hate Epsom salts!

The quotations from old horticul-
tural masters and publications are of
deep interest. The observations of the
authors themselves are equally so.
Their style is light and entertaining,
yet they manage to convey a great
deal of information and genuine con-
viction. The pen and ink insect illus-
trations throughout the hook are
sprightly and affectionate, and do much
to add to its value. The typed and mim-
eographed style of the book and its
plastic, "spaghetti" binding are unpre-
tentious, but add to the charm. A
comprehensive index and the easily
turned pages, with lots of space for
notes, make it very easy to use.

A molest hook this, but it contains
much visdom. The authors hope that
''people will learn more about hugs
so they may also know wonder and
appreciation and reverence for the

quality of livingness which surrounds
us everywhere on this earth." As well
as pointing readers to this goal, the
book helps them along the way to
cultivate more healthy and bountiful
gardens. -Joan Peairsall

Sort Casts
Compiled by Joan Pearsall

CATS OUT OF THE BAG: Before going on a hunting trip to
Mexico, sportsmen should note that it no longer is possible
to kill jaguar there without restriction. The animal now is
protected by strict, year-round regulation, and may be
hunted only by special government permit. Application
should be made directly to the General Director of Wildlife
of Mexico, Dr. Rodolfo Hernandez Corzo, Aquiles Serdan No.
28, Mexico 3, D.F.

COURTING CONSERVATION: Some recent court cases over the
country have had interesting results from the conservation
point of view. One case was that of some Illinois property
owners who went to court and won a $48,000 ruling when
they contended that a proposed power line across their duck-
hunting lands would scare away ducks and thus reduce the
value of the property. In Indiana, a leading conservationist
filed suit when the state condemned property for a road
through a marsh he has preserved for waterfowl, and where
limited hunting is permitted. The state had offered $18 per
acre; a jury, after hearing the damage that would occur to
wildlife, upped the condemnation price to $45 an acre. In
both these cases it was hoped that the stiffer price would
lead the builders to take an alternate route. A dairy farmer
in Arkansas won a somewhat different type of case when he
sued the city of Springdale. His farm lies outside the city
limits, on a downstream portion of a river he claimed was
polluted by the city. The $38,000 judgment he won was
recently upheld by the Arkansas Supreme Court. Such deci-
sions may encourage other city governments to be more
careful.

SANITARY CENTENNIAL. To celebrate Canada's centennial
year, every city, town and trading post across that nation
is sponsoring some type of festival. Activities range from
lavish cultural events to simple ceremonies. Probably the
most original event was held in a small village in Manitoba.
The residents had just installed their first sewage disposal
system and to celebrate this achievement, and Canada's
100th birthday, they hauled all the outhouses to the center
of town and had a mammoth bonfire.

COASTING TO DESTRUCTION: A recent study by the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service shows that in the past 20 years
570,000 acres of basic fish and wildlife habitat in the nation's
estuarine areas have been lost due to dredging and filling.
The greatest loss has occurred in California, where 67 per-
cent of such habitat has been destroyed. This has occurred
largely in the San Francisco-Suisan Bay area, where 192,000
acres, of a total 294,000 acres are gone. Once lost, such acre-
age cannot be reclaimed as a natural resource.
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C ARP FISHING is an enjoy-
able and gratifying sport

for the whole family, from mak-
ing dough bait with your own
special touch to hooking a fight-
ing 10-pounder. Once holding a
low status with anglers, these
bottom-feeders are becoming
more and more popular as fish-
ermen find carp to be hard
fighters and about as abundant
as sunfish.

German or European carp are
native to Asia but were imported
to Western Europe and the
United States. In spawning dur-
ing May and June, the female lays
as many as 24,000 eggs per
pound of body weight. With such
reproductive abilities, these Eu-

ropean carp have taken hold in
American waters and h a v e
spread like wildfire. Three princi-
pal types of carp are the leather
carp with no scales, the mirror
carp with only a few large
scales, and the scaled carp,
which is the most abundant and
most popular in Texas waters.

Carp weighing from 3 to 20
pounds are common catches.
Thick and scrappy, these rough
fish dive deep and fight hard,
bending double both the flimsy
spinning rigs and light surf fish-
ing tackle. A cane pole or a stout
casting rod and reel equipped
with 18-pound test line are most
efficient in hooking carp. Treble
hooks, sizes 10 to 6, with wire

bait holders around the shanks
to secure the dough bait will
help assure a catch.

After acquiring the proper
tackle, several things may be
done to insure a profitable fish-
ing trip. A preliminary step is to
bait the place where you plan to
fish in order to attract the carp.
Fermented maize and corn is
most effective although a bread
feeder is recommended by many
fishermen. To make a bread
feeder, punch holes in the sides
of a large can, weight it with a
rock, fill it with bread, and sub-
merge it. The dissolved bread
releases a carp-alluring scent
through the water.

Other attractors of carp include

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE'12



Fishing for carp from
commercial piers, barges,
and marinas can be

profitable since they

are easily baited.

Angler's battle is not

always ended when

the fish is brought
to the surface. He still

has to be landed.

on Dough Bait by Bob Felling

Ecitorial Assistant

bales of alfalfa or peanut hay,
aromatic woods such as cedar,
pine, or spruce, bags of rotten po-
tatoes, or simply canned whole
kernel corn.

Carp feed in shallow or deep
waters where there is brush. A
day or so after a chosen spot is
properly baited in most lakes,
the fisherman is almost guaran-
teed a tussle from a school of
carp.

Carp feed in droves like pigs,
moving from place to place around
a lake or river. Once they find a
feeding site, they move in en
masse and stay until the food
supply is gone. While they are
feeding, practically anything
found in the kitchen will catch

carp. However, a combination of
kitchen foodstuffs in the form of
dough bait proves most effective.
Dough bait may be prepared by
many formulas using various
combinations of ingredients. The
aim is to mix a sweet, pasty dough
which will adhere to a hook.

For a tough and durable dough
bait almost impossible to remove
from the hook, Art Williams of
Des Moines, Iowa, recommends
the following recipe:

1z cups yellow corn meal
2 tablespoons instant oatmeal
1 tablespoon sugar
1 cup cold water

Water, sugar, and oatmeal are stirred
together. Add one cup cornmeal and

stir. Place on medium hot fire, stirring
constantly from five to seven minutes
until the dough works up into a stiff
ball. Remove the pan from the fire.
Add the rest of the cornmeal into the
cooked dough and work it well into the
mixture. The resulting dry dough is
placed on a paper and thoroughly
kneaded. Before wrapping the dough
in paper for a fishing trip, allow it
to cool; if not, the dough will sweat
and soften. If too much sugar is added,
the dough will be sticky. If not enough,
the dough will not be rubbery.

Williams suggests using a No. 4
Carlisle hook, with a half-ounce slip
sinker rigged to run freely along the
line but stopped about 12 inches above
the hook by a small piece of match-
stick tied in the line.

One formula, used by Mr. and
Mrs. Jerry Marbury at Inks Lake

OCTOBER 1967 13

., ..

_- ,, .

.,



,r 's<

. _.

` ,
. a.

w

, .
,

° ~ ,.:.

, ,

_ ,

'.

Rod should not be held but watched closely

for the slightest movement of the tip.

State Park, is the following:

1 regular box 40 % bran flakes
3 ounces grated longhorn cheese
5 tablespoons honey

water
flour

Crush bran flakes. Mix flakes, cheese,
honey, and water to desired consis-
tency. If the mixture becomes too thin,
flour will thicken it.

Louis Stessel of San Antonio
places his reputation as a carp
fisherman on the following dough
bait recipe:

2 cups flour
2 cups cottonseed meal
2 cups dry cereal
2 cups oatmeal
2 cups molasses
2 cups water

1% cup vanilla extract

Mix the flour and cottonseed meal
and set aside. Next, mix the dry cereal
and oatmeal. Add molasses, vanilla
extract, and water to this and blend
thoroughly. Add this wet mixture to
the cottonseed meal and flour mixture
and knead until the right texture is
achieved.

Many other formulas incorpo-
rate corn syrup, cinnamon, oil of
anise, maple syrup, bubble gum,
nutmeg, cloves, onion, and garlic
in various amounts of mixtures.

If you would rather not make
carp bait, they also like canned
corn, balls of bread, cake, biscuit

dough, frozen strawberries or
blueberries, and buds from cotton-
wood trees. Earthworms, grubs,
shrimp, minnows, crayfish, artifi-
cial flies, and spinner lures also
take the carp's fancy on occasion.
Also, there are several commer-
cially prepared dough baits on the
market which are available at
most marinas and bait houses.

Even a baited fishing hole, the
best of equipment, and a delec-
table dough bait cannot insure the
landing of a carp. These wily fish
will suck on the bait until they
loosen it from the hook if you
give them the chance. A slightest
twitch of the tip of the pole will
telegraph the presence of a carp
going after the bait. Then it is a
guessing game as to when the
carp has the hook in his mouth.
The fish seldom will give a hefty
tug on the line more than once.
A fisherman must concentrate on
the movement of his rod tip and
be ready to jerk at the slightest
tug. It takes practice and patience
but, once mastered, the technique
of catching carp will afford hours
of lively fishing.

Technique is a major considera-
tion in catching carp, according to
Jim and Cotton Warren of Gates-
ville. One night recently at the
dock at Inks Lake State Park, we

all used basically the same type
of dough bait, theirs being home-
made and mine being a commer-
cial brand. Before the night was
over, they had landed better than
100 pounds of carp and I was still
trying to hook my first fish.

The Warrens' bait consisted of
Wheaties, cottonseed meal, Karo
syrup, sugar, oatmeal, flour, and
vanilla. They admitted that this
formula was so well-known and
widely used in the Belton area
that carp were reluctant to bite
on it there. Obviously, the Inks
Lake carp have no qualms about
taking the mixture.

A note of warning: don't hold
your pole when fishing for carp.
Lay it down and balance it in such
a way that you can see the tip of
the pole move at the slightest dis-
turbance on the end of the line.
Also, be sure to secure the rod
with a piece of rope or a rock. Jim
Warren lost a glass rod and cast-
ing reel recently when a carp took
his bait and ran with it.

After catching and before
cleaning a carp, hang it by its
head and cut off the tail to let it
bleed. Then skin it and fillet it,
cutting out the dark portion of
meat down the side. This area has
a bloody, very fishy taste that
many persons say tastes like mud.

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE14
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Carp is a delicacy in Europe and
the East and is prepared in vari-
ous ways for festive occasions.
Some of the exotic recipes as well
as some campsite favorites are
listed below.

Scrbian. Carp
2 lbs. carp

14 lb. butter
2 finely chopped onions
3 tbsps. tomato paste

14 lb. chopped mushrooms
salt
red pepper
flour
water

Roll carp in flour seasoned with
salt and red pepper, sear in butter.
After removing carp, sautee onions
and mushrooms. Add tomato paste,
little water. Put carp in and stew
until well done.

Carp in Beer (Czechoslovakian
recipe)
2 lbs. carp

12 pints dark beer
1 medium onion
1 stalk celery
1 bay leaf

% tsp. thyme
1 tsp. salt
1 sprig parsley

14 lb. butter
1 cup gingerbread crumbs

Mince onion, add celery, bay leaf,
thyme, parsley. Add beer and salt,
bring to a boil. Cut carp into pieces,
place into the sauce. Cook for 10-15
minutes on low fire. Remove carp from

sauce; thicken sauce with gingerbread
crumbs, strain, stir in butter. The sauce
must be creamy and hot; then pour it
over carp.

Carp Stew
4 lbs. carp, filleted

14 lb. bacon
14 cup onion, chopped
1 cup tomatoes

14 tsp. salt
12 tsp. sugar
Fry bacon in a dutch oven or small

kettle until crisp, then add other in-
gredients and simmer for 45 minutes.

Carp Fish Cakes
1 cup flaked cooked carp
3 cups mashed potatoes
1 egg, beaten
2 tbsps. bacon grease

tbsp. butter
12 tsp. pepper
12 tsp. salt

18 tsp. paprika
Mix carp, potatoes, bacon grease,

butter, salt, pepper, and paprika; then
add beaten egg. Shape into cakes and
pan fry in hot grease until a golden
brown.

Carp Chowder
2 lbs. carp, filleted
2 stalks celery, chopped
4 cup butter

14 cup flour
chopped onions to taste
dash of thyme
salt
pepper
water

Simmer carp, onions, celery, thyme,
salt, and pepper slowly in water for

30 minutes, then thicken with a roux
of butter and flour.

Baked Carp (Louis Stessel Style)
10 lbs. carp

5 medium onions, sliced
7 buds garlic
5 celery stalks, sliced

large can tomato juice
white pepper
salt

Cut carp into cross sections. Season
with salt and white pepper. Garnish
with onions and celery. Mash garlic,
mix with tomato juice, and pour over
the fish. Bake at 400 degrees until
done.

Carp can also be canned. Fillet
the carp and put the sections into
glass jars with one teaspoon of
salt per pint of cut fish. Cook un-
der 10 pounds of pressure for two
hours. The carp will taste much
like tuna or salmon.

For those who prefer not to try
the exotic, fried carp is just the
dish. Roll the filleted fish in yellow
corn meal and fry in near-boiling
grease for an old-fashioned fish
fry.

Carp fishing is a fishing experi-
ence for the entire family-and
it's very inexpensive. A cane pole,
15 feet of strong line, a sinker,
and a treble hook, plus a few
kitchen supplies will set you up
for a fish-filled excursion of ex-
citement and good eating. **
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Squirrel Hunting...

Aim for
B USHYTAIL! This has been the hunter's

watchword for challenging sport since colo-
nial days. Needs for sharp senses, watchful pa-
tience, and keen marksmanship have combined to
make squirrel hunting an ageless enjoyment for
rifleman and shotgun hunter alike.

However, because the heavy foliage that once
harbored millions of squirrels is dwindling, bushy-
tails are not so abundant as they once were. Never-
theless, the sporting elements of hunting them re-
main, and this small game still rates high on the
sportsman's menu.

Gray and fox squirrels are both hunted in Texas.
Grays, also called cat squirrels, are the smaller of
the two species, but are more popular to hunt for
several reasons. Skittish like a cat, grays offer
better sport since they run to elude the hunter,
whereas the fox squirrel tries to hide on the
backside of a tree limb and stay positioned away
from the gunman. Grays are more sociable than
their larger cousins and are more likely to be found
in groups. Also, the meat of the gray squirrel is
more palatable than that of the fox squirrel.

Squirrels prefer to live in dense woodlands where
treetops are interlaced and where there is an abun-
dance of vines. Since squirrels in Texas do not
hibernate or store food in their nests, there must
be a ready supply of food throughout the year.
Foodstuffs consist of nuts and seeds such as acorns,
pecans, bitter-pecans, walnuts, blackgum, sweet-
gum, and blackhaw. Various berries, some small
animals, and insect larvae round out the diet.

Prime squirrel country must have a water supply
nearby and the ground must be soft. Loose soil is
needed, especially for gray squirrels, since they
bury nuts and seeds in the ground for removal when
food is harder to obtain. These squirrels find the
buried food with their remarkable sense of smell
rather than by their poor memory. As a result, less
than half of the buried cache is ever recovered. If
the ground is too hard for the squirrel to dig, the
animal will leave for an area more suited to its
storage needs.

After finding a probable squirrel habitat, a hunter
can confirm their availability if there are broken

Broken nutshells and rustling tree limbs
are signs that a squirrel is near.

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE



e Bark
nutshells and seed pods in the area. Another sign
is the "cuttings" of twigs and leaves which squir-
rels use for building their nests. Of course,
visible nests in trees or their nesting hollows in
tree trunks are the more obvious tip-offs.

Knowing the squirrel's feeding habits is of pri-
mary concern when hunting. A squirrel eats daily
and likes neither heat nor cold. Consequently, the
best time to hunt squirrels is in the dawning hours
of spring and summer days. At this time the ban-
nertails are moving about actively in search of
breakfast before their siesta on a shaded limb
through the heat of mid-afternoon.

Although squirrels do feed in the cool of the
evening at times, they seem to have a more vora-
cious appetite in the morning and are most active
at that time. Some squirrels will start their daily
food hunt in the predawn blackness, and it is a
good idea to take your hunting position by twilight
so as not to startle the quarry.

Depending on the hunter's choice, either a small
bore rifle or a shotgun can be used to hunt the
elusive "graytail." Some persons declare that hunt-
ing squirrels with any firearm other than a small
bore rifle ruins the sport. The thrill of the hunt is
in coaxing the curious animal to peek around a limb,
and offer its head as a target for just one shot.

However, in high ceiling woodlands, the only shot
open may be at a moving target 30 yards up in a
tree. Here a shotgun will more likely bring down
the game. The .410 or 12 gauge are recommended,
the decision resting on the distance the shot will
have to reach.

One technique of shooting at such a small target
is to "bark" shoot the squirrel by aiming slightly
toward the tree-side of the animal's head. If the
slug misses the squirrel, it will hit the tree bark,
splintering the wood and jarring the bushytail to
the ground. If the squirrel hits the ground running,
the rifleman has a larger target for his second shot.

Basically, there are three methods of hunting
squirrels: still hunting, going along with another
hunter, or using a dog. Of the three, still hunting
is probably the most utilized method since only one
person is involved and a dog is not required. It also

Patience and determination are two

main ingredients of a squirrel hunt.

OCTOBER 1967



gives a hunter plenty of time to study the habits
of his game.

To still hunt, the hunter simply sits still and
waits for the squirrel to show itself. A squirrel
is as curious as a cat and in a short time, usually
20 to 30 minutes, it will investigate anything un-
familiar in its surroundings. Some will bark at an
intruding hunter, seemingly trying to attract atten-
tion. Some hunters even use callers to imitate the
bark of a sassy squirrel.

While it may not be the most used method, hunt-
ing with a companion may be the most effective.
A squirrel is quick and alert and is deceptive in
remaining on the side of a tree away from a stalk-
ing hunter. With hunters on opposite sides of a
tree, however, the squirrel can be flushed into the
sight of one of the gunmen.

Another technique for squirrel hunting, whether
alone or with a companion, is to move through the
woods, rustling vines and limbs to scare the bushy-
tail from its hiding place. A squirrel running along
a limb or scampering among the treetops makes a
sporting shot to test the marksmanship of both
rifleman and shotgunner.

Whether still hunting or rustling vines, a hunter
depends on his sight and hearing to detect his
quarry. Chattering barks, failing leaves and twigs,
grating teeth on a nutshell, or the sound of claws
on tree bark as a squirrel runs are all sights and
sounds to give away the presence of a squirrel.

The third hunting method, using a dog, adds an-
other sensory detecting device: the sense of smell.
Training a squirrel-hunting dog is not a compli-
cated task, and practically any dog can learn. A
hunting dog moves ahead of the hunter, detects a
squirrel, and indicates its presence by barking or
by quietly watching the quarry in a tree.

After choosing a weapon and planning a hunting
strategy, a few important incidentals about squirrel
hunting should help bag a limit.

When hunting squirrel, a hunter should be as
inconspicuous as possible. Neutral shades of cloth-

ing-browns, grays, and greens-are best.
If the wind is stronger than five miles an hour

or so, squirrels will be inactive. They use their
heavily furred tails as rudders when they move
from treetop to treetop, and if the wind is blowing
too fast they cannot navigate well.

Patience pays in squirrel hunting, and it is best
to pass up the first animal. They are naturally soci-
able and will congregate if given a little time. After
locating several animals, remember where they are.
At the first shot, they may freeze long enough t.o
give you time to ease into position to pick off each
squirrel.

Being quiet is also essential when anticipating
squirrels. They are nervous creatures and, if fright-
ened, will flatten themselves against a tree limb
until they feel the impending danger has had time
to pass. Then their curiosity gets the best of them,
and they peer out to investigate. A squirrel hunter
needs to be perfectly still and quiet, moving his head
slowly and as little as possible, then easing his gun
into position when a good target is found.

When a frightened squirrel flattens itself against
a limb, a hunter can arouse its curiosity and pos-
sibly get it to expose itself sooner with a few
squirrel-like sounds. An exaggerated kiss simulates
a chattering squirrel. Rapping two stones together
sounds like a squirrel breaking a nut open with its
teeth.

Squirrel hunting seasons and bag limits differ
from county to county in Texas. In general, a daily
limit of 10 and possession of 20 prevails. Several
counties have open seasons year round, while regu-
lated seasons are primarily in the fall and winter
months.,

Regardless of the method of hunting you choose
or the weapon you use, you will find that hunting
squirrels will sharpen your awareness in the out-
of-doors. Skills needed to take any type of game are
implemented, and if you are a proficient squirrel
hunter, chances are that you will have a profitable
hunt no matter what your quarry may be. * *
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Let Us Stock Your Ranch

With These Healthy,
Acclimated Species

We have Canadian Manitou Elk,
European Red Deer, Corsican Mou-

flon Sheep (purebred), African Aou-

dad sheep, Indian Axis Deer, Japa-

nese Siki Deer,Indian Black Buck An-

telope, English Fallow Deer, Formosa

Siki Deer, Indian Nilghai Antelope,
African Eland, and African Sita-

tunga Antelope.

CLETEX WILDLIFE FARMS
Louise & Jimmy Young, Owners

P.O. Box 812, Cleburne, Texas 76031
Office Phone 817 645-8848

Residence Phone 817 645-6198
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TEXAS HUNTER
Warm, Dry ENCLOSED DEER BLINDS
feature rigid steel frame construction, galvanized
metal roof, 1%" tempered masonite sides and 3%"
plywood floor. Steel ladder to free-sliding door and
safety handbar at left side allows easy entrance
and exit. Improved shooting ports on all four sides
provide complete visibility. Bypassing glass sec-
tions and panels are in divided channels of non-
warp, extruded aluminum. Inside height of both
blinds 6'3". Blinds may be used on ground or on
Texas Hunter's portable, rugged all-steel towers.
Shipped knocked down in packages for easy handl-
ing. Lettered parts and easy-to-follow diagrams
allow simple and fast. assembly.

SINGLE BLIND 4' x 4'
Without Tower .... ; 82.00
on 10' Tower .... $;132.00
on 15' Tower ..... $175.00
on 20' Tower .... $248.00

SWIVEL
"HIGH CHAIR"

weather-and-sun protected ob-
servation chair enables full
view of hunting area. Silent,
360-degree turn-seat, aluminum
framework. Side arm rests.
Front safety bar provides gun
rest. All-steel stand, wide base
spread for extra safety. Shipped
knocked down, easy to as-
semble.

ON 10' STAND, $82.00;
ON 15' STAND, $116.00

SIAMESE BLIND 4' x 8'
Without Tower .... $156.00
on 10' Tower ..... $250.00
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SWIVEL
ARM CHAIR

Full-turning, aluminum and wood
chair is extra strong and roomy, with
proper tilt for comfort. Designed for
use in the enclosed blind, it is also
ideal for use in boats, for spectator
sports, etc. $16.00.

r
" Prices FOB San Antonio, plus 2% sales tax.
" Discount on quantity purchases.
* Special units designed and fabricated on request.

P. O. BOX 5087- SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78201
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TIMELY FEEDER
LEHMAN AUTOMATIC

GAME FEEDER

1. Feed 6 ozs. or more at any selected time
-regularly & unattended-saves cost of
feed & labor.

2. Distributes feed 50 to 100 ft.-depending
on installation height. Install suspended
-or on pipe legs.

3. Operates on 6 volt dry cell-2 to 6 mos.

4. Capacity 250 & 900 lb. sizes.

WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE

LEHMAN EQUIPMENT CO.
Rt. 3, Box 53 - Corpus Christi, Texas
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Cotton-mouthed Terror
by Joan Pearsall

W ATER is a well-known tranquilizer, to fish
in, to ride on, or to take a dip in, but when

it is shared by a swimming snake, fear takes over
in an instant.

In many cases, such a water snake turns out to
be "one of the good guys." But if you are sud-
denly confronted on land or water with a menac-
ing, gaping white mouth in a wide, triangular
head, followed by a rapidly vibrating tail, then
that is something to worry about.

Because it is often difficult to tell quickly if a
water snake is one of the harmless varieties, there
is a general tendency to pin all of them with the
label moccasin or cottonmouth. A conspicuous pit
between the eye and nostril, and a single row of
scales under the tail identify the venomous kind-
if you can get close enough. The obvious give-
away is the shape of the head and the fearsome
white mouth which gave rise to his name. Non-
poisonous water snakes usually will flee quickly or
drop into the water with a splash, but the cotton-
mouth will stand his ground or crawl slowly away.

Cottonmouth or water moccasin, Agkistrodon
piscivorus, is a member of the pit viper family,
and is closely related to the copperhead. The
variety in Texas is found from Mississippi into
southern Illinois, and westward to southeastern
Kansas, Okahoma, and Central Texas. In East
Texas his kind is very numerous, preferring
habitats of lowlands, swamps, lakes, rivers, rice
fields, and ditches.

Adults may exceed four feet in length, but
average much less. They are stout, stocky snakes

with heads distinctly wider than the necks, and
pupils of the eyes vertically elliptical. The chiseled
or triangular shape of the head, and the haughty
way it is usually held aloft, seem to give the snake
a certain dignity. The deep facial pit on each side
of the head is a sensory organ that helps in
aiming accurately when striking. The name "pit
viper" refers to this characteristic.

Coloration is variable, with shades of brown or
olive and dark-edged crossbands on the back,
while the underside is a blotched, light buff or tan.
Color becomes darker with age, to the extent that
some adults appear almost black and lose their pat-
terns completely. The young, and juveniles, are
much lighter, with bright reddish-brown cross-
bands and yellow-tipped tails.

Breeding takes place in the spring, and the 5 to
15 young are born alive in late summer or early
fall. At birth, the cottonmouth may be from 6 to
11 inches in length, but they grow fast when food
is available. They are fully developed at birth,
and exhibit the same habits as adult snakes.

So long as it is meat, the cottonmouth is not
particular about his food, being concerned more
about how much rather than what he eats. Fish,
amphibians, birds, s m a11 mammals, reptiles-
even his own species-all are acceptable meals.
They have been known to eat rattlesnakes, and
on one occasion a 14-inch captive cottonmouth ate
a 29-inch ribbon snake that was sharing his cage.
The ingenious cottonmouth had to double the
slender ribbon snake in order to swallow it.

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE
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This snake accepts captivity well, although they
should not be considered good pets. He eats what-
ever is handy, breeds readily, and has been
known to reach an age of 20 years. His adapta-
bility is one main reason for the persistence of
his species through many years of geological

time.
The cottonmouth prepares to strike in the man-

ner typical of all pit vipers. He draws the forward
part of his body into an S-loop, providing consid-
erable force and speed behind his head for the

strike. The movable fangs are kept folded along
the roof of his mouth until the moment of impact,
when they are pointed forward toward the victim.
During the attack the mouth is opened nearly 180
degrees.

Usually, he does not catch fish while swim-
ming, but waits on the bank for them to swim by,
then strikes. He grips the fish tightly in his power-
ful jaws, driving in his fangs. When the fish gets
limp, it is swallowed.

He likes to sun himself at the water's edge,
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O METAL

e"' MATCH
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°$

NORTHERN ELECTRIC SOCKS
- , Gray, heavy knit,

_ nylon reinforced
-T` - > wool socks.

' ' -Operates off any
two 6-volt lantern
batteries. Battery
heated wires are
mounted directly
to socks. Lead

'w wires allow free
'' movement. Wire

snaps on socks
which leads to
belt suspended
battery case.

Batteries extra $1.19 $15.95
each (two required) a pair

Packed in beautiful Christmas gift box.

OCKS
Navy's three
dimension Arctic
fabric insulates
against biting
cold . . . seals
body heat in, cold
air out. Seamless
soles for walking
comfort. Long
wear, light weight.
Won't shrink out of
fit. 100% cotton

$1.00
pair

SIZES:
Medium (9 to 11)
Large (12 to 14)

© PROTECT FROM SNAKE BITE

Light weight, $16.95
adjustable, alum-
inum or green PAIR

plastic leggings.

• Starts Fire
Instantly

• Waterproof
• Safe
• Never Fails
• Lasts for Years
First, scrape small
amount of particles
from metal match
onto tinder mate-
rial. With fast scrap-
ing motion on match
throw sparks onto
particles, this ignites
quickly.

IT'S INSTANT
FIREPOWER

$2.49 each

// /

/

Youth sizes, same price

O AIM TRUE WITH TRUAIM

For the Rifle and Pistol Shooter

• Use it in the
field

• Use it on a
bench

• Use it with a
rifle

• Use it with a
pistol

Your Satisfaction
is Guaranteed by
the Manufacturer $7.95\

each

O THERMAL UNDERWEAR

Original genuine
thermal knits _

developed by the
U. S. Navy for the
maximum warmth
in coldest winter.
Wear less this \.l I _=

winter and ' '-
actually keep
warmer. Thous-
ands of tiny air
pockets knitted Non-irritating

into he fbric combed cottont the fa shirts or drawers.
trap warm air S,ML,X
close to the body. S, M, L, XL
Seal heat in, $2.50 eachlock cold out. garment

--------- CLIP ND MIL THIS COUPON .-------------------------

WHUNTERS CATALOG
O Send me metal matches Send me Truaims at

at$7.95 eac.h.
S e © Send me prs.of Thermal
(aluminum) (plastic) ____________att~Ina Sockts sizes , ,
$16.95 a pair. at $1 pair.

O- ©Send me Thermal Shirts,
e Electric Stocks at $15.95 size___and drawers, size
aat $2.50 each garment.

SENDER ONLY. SORRY, NO. C.O.D. ADD 2%
SALES TAX TO THE TOTAL ORDER, IN TEXAS. ADD 50 HANDLING

Name:______

City: |/ I iK tate:_ _li ____ 7p:________

Positive protection
for work or
recreation in the
woods. Slips easily
on or off. So light
and comfortable
you hardly know
you have them on.

ONE SIZE
FITS ALL

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE

r

© THERMAL SC

7f

and at times wanders from his
usual habitat in search of food.
In the summer months he often
is nocturnal. Among his local
names are those of "gapper,"
describing his open mouth, and
"trapjaw," r" e f e r r i n g to the
speedy way he snaps it shut if
anything touches it.

It is popularly believed that
he cannot bite under water. Ac-
tually, he is capable of this feat,
although he cannot strike as fast
or as far when submerged. For
a human, recovery from a bite
is to be expected if proper treat-
ment is administered, yet the
venom can certainly be fatal.
Considering that cottonmouths
are so numerous, the incidence
of their biting humans is low.
The fact that these snakes pre-
fer places seldom invaded by
man may account for the rela-
tively few bites. Also, in spite of
all the threatening display, they
rarely will attack a man unless
provoked, and prefer to 1with-
draw if given the opportunity.

Cottonmouths do n o t com-
monly get much credit for any
such forbearance, even where
other snakes might strike with
less provocation. Instead, they are
generally much feared and de-
spised, and considered to have a
vicious a n d irritable nature.
While this is often true, they ac-
tually are extremely variable in
disposition. S o m e have b e e n
found to be good-natured and
hard to provoke, and many ex-
perts claim that they have de-
cided personalities and unusual
intelligence.

All the same, it is best to use
a healthy amount of caution.
Don't get too close to one in
order to check his personality-
even if he is in a cloth bag. They
are notorious for biting through
those. Freshly killed ones also
must be treated warily, for there
is a marked reflex action.

In spite of his name, what the
cottonmouth has in his mouth
most definitely is not cotton, and
no one w o ul d dispute t h a t
guarded diplomacy is called for
in any outdoor encounters with
this famous Southerner. * *
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Your Texas State Parks

Recreation Parks
Abilene ..
Atlanta (Undeveloped)
*Balmorhea
Big Spring
Blanco
Bonham . . . . . . .
Buescher
Cleburne
Daingerfield.
Eisenhower
Falcon
Ft. Parker
Garner and .
Goose Island
Huntsville
Inks Lake
Kerrville
Lake Brownwood ......
Lake Corpus Christi
Lake Whitney ..
Lockhart .............
*Mackenzie
Martin Dies, Jr.
Meridian.
Mother Neff ...
Port Lavaca Causeway
Possum Kingdom
Tyler
Velasco (Undeveloped Gulf Beach)

Scenic Parks

Located
Near

The Town
Of

lBuffalo Gap
.. Queen City

. ... Toyahvale

Big Spring
Blanco
Bonham

.Smithville
Cleburne

.. Daingerfield
Denison

. .. Falcon

Mexia
.... .... .... Conran

Rockport
. ,Huntsville

.. Burnet
.. Kerrville

Brownwood
Mathis
Whitney

.. Lockhart
Lubbock
Woodville
Meridian
Moody
Port Lavaca
Caddo
Tyler
Freeport

Bastrop ........... ..... ... Bastrop
Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley . . Mission
Brazos Island (Undeveloped Gulf Beach)... Brownsville
Caddo Lake Karnack
Davis Mountains ...................... Ft. Davis

Longhorn Cavern (Daily Cavern Tours) Burnet
Monahans Sandhills . . Monahans
Palmetto Luling
Palo Duro Canyon (Summer Drama) .. Canyon

Historic Parks
Ft. Griffin (Texas Longhorn Herd)
Goliad
Indianola
Jim Hogg
Lyndon B. Johnson.
Mission Tejas
San Jacinto Battleground.
Stephen F. Austin

Albany

Goliad

Port Lavaca
Rusk
Stonewall
Weches
Deer Park
San Felipe

.l

M

M 6
v

; U

U

U

U

U

Varner-Hogg Plantation (Guided Tours).. West Columbia
Washington-On-The-Brazos Washington

Historic Sites
Acton
*Alamo
*Battleship Texas
Eisenhower Birthplace
Fannin Battleground
Gen. Zaragoza Birthplace.

Gov. Hogg Shrine ..
Monument Hill
Old Ft. Parker (Fort Replication)
Port Isabel Lighthouse
San Jose Mission .

. Cranbury
San Antonio
Deer Park
Denison
Fannin
Goliad

aQuitman
La Grange
Groesbeck

tPort Isabel
nSan Antonio

* Facilities Not Operated by Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
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Texas Wildlife Ex

Burial site of Davy

Monument only
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lDavis Mountains State Scenic Park ...

High,Wide, and Lonely

by Barbara Jaska

Parks Interpretation Assistant

W ESTERN TEXAS is like no other part of
the State. The land west of the Pecos River

opens to a broad expanse of rolling plains and hills,
covered with light sand and dotted with cacti,
shrubs, and stunted, yellow-green trees. Occasion-
ally, one sees a solitary windmill, its blades whirr-
ing in the breeze, or a jackrabbit, darting through
the brush on lean legs. In the distance, blue foot-
hills rise like sphinxes to meet the metallic sky.

This is Trans-Pecos Texas-a region of scarce
rainfall, swirling sandstorms, and the only moun-
tain ranges in Texas. This is a region where ranch-
ing is the primary means of earning a living, where
the nearest town may be more than an hour's drive
away, and where the towns themselves are a clus-
ter of flat-roofed stores bleached by the sun and
wind.

In the center of this lonely region-in the heart
of the Davis Mountains and adjacent to Fort Davis
National Historic Site-is a State scenic park. The
"scenic" classification means that the park encom-
passes an outstanding or unique segment of the
Texas outdoors, and the Davis Mountains State
Scenic Park does exactly that.

Unlike most of the mountains of West Texas, the
Davis Mountains support an abundant growth of
range grasses-sideoats grama, silver bluestem,
tobosa, and many others. Except in drought years,
some of these grasses reach a height of two feet or
more.

The more abundant grasses may be explained in
terms of higher rainfall and richer soil. The Davis
Mountains receive an average .of 16 inches of rain
per year, most of which occurs in summer; the en-
tire Trans-Pecos receives only about 12 inches.

Moreover, the soil is richer because of its high vol-
canic content.

The Davis Mountains are believed to have formed
as a result of volcanic activity which occurred in
the Tertiary period, a geologic age dating back as
far as 70 million years. Strewed along the canyon
floor of the park are basalt, rhyolite porphyry, and
other rock types, which were formed from lava that
flowed out onto the surface.

An interesting phenomenon that is particularly
evident in the park is the difference in vegetation
on northern and southern mountain slopes. Grow-
ing on southern slopes are Torrey yucca, Havard
agave, Engelmann prickly pear cactus, and other
desert plants. On the northern slopes and mountain
crests, however, are taller range grasses, Emory
and gray oaks, and one-seed juniper.

The reason for the' difference is that the south-
ern slopes receive more intense sunlight, making
the ground temperature higher and enabling evapo-
ration to take place more quickly. Thus, the more
sun-tolerant and drought-resistant plants grow on
the south-facing slopes; the vegetation requiring
more moisture and less sunlight, on the north-fac-
ing slopes.

Other information about the geology, plants,
animals, and ecology of the 1,869-acre park and
surrounding areas will be available in the park's
new interpretive center. The center-the first of its
kind in the Texas State parks system-will house a
museum, a herbarium (collection of dried plants,
mounted and identified), and a special publications
counter, all of which will help visitors better under-
stand and enjoy the park's natural history.

A special feature of the center is a wildlife view-
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ing window, through which one may observe birds,
mammals, and other animals as they come to the
feeding and. watering stations, situated approxi-
mately 40 feet from the window. The underlying
principle here is that if food and water are in con
stant supply, animals will come to the stations fre-
quently, and to some extent, lose their fear of man.

Leading from the center are two trails: a self-
guiding nature trail, along which various plants,
rocks, and other natural features are identified and
described, and a 21%z-mile hiking trail. The latter
leads to the two overlooks atop the park's highest
ridge and connects with the nature trail at Fort
Davis National Historic Site. Visitors may pass
freely from the State Park to the National Historic
Site, a partially restored military post established in
1854 to protect travelers on the old San Antonio-
El Paso Road. The fort may also be reached by
driving into the town of Fort Davis, six miles west
of the park entrance.

During the summer, visitors may gather around
an outdoor campfire for a program presented by
National or State park personnel, and slide illus-
trated talks, covering topics on the natural history
and history of the park and surrounding area, are
given nightly. The campfire circle, an activity al-
ready in use in many state and national parks
throughout the United States, is another "first"
among the State parks of Texas.

The park also has excellent recreational facilities,
as a result of a more than one-million-dollar de-
velopment program just completed there. Trailer
and tent camp sites were constructed along the well
shaded Keesey Creek, and trailer sites with shade
shelters were built just east of the center.

Also included in the development program was
the renovation of Indian Lodge, an imposing, white

-

o-type structure which affords comfortable
ovright rooming accommodations. The lodge was
fis uilt in the 1930's by the Civilian Conservation

. Many of the walls of the original 15 guest
ros have adobe walls three feet thick, and each
romhas its own fireplace.
Te lodge now has 24 additional guest rooms, a

diig room, a recreation room, and a swimming
po.With its tile baths, air conditioning and heat--
in,and carpeting, the lodge is in sharp contrast
tote rocky ledges and grass-covered slopes that
surund it.
Drive, winding along the side of the park's

hihst ridge, offers a breathtaking view of the en-
tipark and nearby mountain peaks. From the
ovrook at the end of the drive (approximately
550feet above sea level), one may see in the

ditnce McDonald Observatory on Mount Locke,
BleMountain, Mitre Peak, and Haystack Moun-
tan,and far below, the town of Fort Davis and the

stof the old fort.
Te combination of interpretive and recreational

fclties at the Davis Mountains State Scenic Park
maeit one of the finest State parks in Texas. If

yo'e planning a trip to Carlsbad Caverns, El Paso,
orte Big Bend region, the park is a must on your
lsof places to visit. **
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Scenic panorama of the park

greets visitors as they

enter Keesy Canyon. From

the self-buiding nature

trails, hikers marvel at

the abundant walking stick

cholla (above), blooming

desert verbena (center),
or the many fascinating

rock formations. Campsites

under shady Emory oaks

are comfortably designed

in scenic surroundings.
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See your dealer or order direct from:

P. O. Box 5087
San Antonio, Texas 78201

CATCH ANIMAL RAIDERS!
- - .- --

; . .Catch more!
Easy to use!

Sm ,ole safe lAVAHAltT tra s ciath

ti"., ,,itl,,iuti,. i~r y ti t r->iin g Ipet, n l r, relclied iiidiiixi.
u aus or seri os to Ireak (i a 'nized: aixny in ue 20

r.(i),iiienIs gin uiiiiixl curiiilcnc i e fi xII i eorx.

HAVAHART,149 Water St., Ossining, N. Y. 10562
Please send me FREE new 48-page guide and price list.

Name.
Address - ip-_ Zip

$ 0

GUNS & SHOOTING-L. A. Wilke

Versatile Gun Rack

The
FEED-ALL
Game-proof, 5-gallon
feeder dispenses dry
grain and pellets. Self
operated by breeze;
only one moving part.
Simple control cone
adjusts opening to dis-
pense and provide pos-
itive control of flow of
various types of feed.
Rust-resistant steel
construction. $5.95
prepaid p2us 2% tax.

PAT. '2, 972, 334

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE

HUNTERFLADE

YOUR PRESENCE FADES.....

when you use a few drops of HUNTER-
FLAGE. All human odor DISAPPEARS,
allowing you to stand within a few yards of deer and
other game. An absolute MUST for ARCHERS and
rifle DEER HUNTERS, naturalists, photographers,
predator callers. Economical, long-lasting, easy-use.

for more information write:

Texas residents
add 2% sales tax

P. O. BOX 16117 SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78216

Gun racks in pickup trucks have be-
come a status symbol in Texas. It is
getting so you rarely see a pickup with-
out one. What's more, not all racks
sport guns, although many of them do.

The gun rack has been around for a
long time but it took Raymond Hart of
the San Angelo Die Casting Co. to
popularize them. He made it a func-
tional unit, adjustable to any size pick-
up or station wagon, and priced within
reason.

Racks are important in carrying a
gun, whether cased or not, especially if
it is outfitted with a scope. Important
too, the rack must be rigged where it
will not shake and rattle like the front
fender of a Model T Ford.

Most of them are installed with
metal screws. A lot of rough riding
over country roads, however, will gradu-
ally weaken the screws and cause the
rack to ride loose. The best method is
to install them with lag screws, which
can be bought at any hardware or most
five and dime stores. On some cars it
is possible to remove a portion of the
metal back and use bolts with nuts and

28

lock washers. However, the lag screw
will do the job.

You usually learn about those things
the hard way. Last year, I was riding
over a ranch with a cowman. I carried
my .22 WMR with a Weaver 1-power
shotgun scope in the gun rack. I was
aware of a slight rattle but didn't
bother to check. We got into a jack-
rabbit pasture and I couldn't hit one
and apparently couldn't even come close.
After three or four shots I knew some-
thing was wrong. We put up a target
and I was shooting three inches to the
left. We then checked the gun rack and
it was easy to see how the scope had
been jarred off center.

It might even be possible to jar a
safety loose in the same manner. How-
ever, the gun should never be carried
loaded, even on the backside of a ranch.
Town drivers would do well not to keep
cartridges in the magazine.

You don't have to have a pickup,
however, for a good gun rack for carry-
ing your gun. One now has been de-
signed for the automobile trunk. They
are adjustable and available in several
different sizes. They fasten to the trunk
lid of the car and are made to carry
cased guns. This also is an ideal ar-

VARMINT CALLING TAPES
NOW ! Exciting Action! 23 different authentic

ORDER game calling tapes for portable recorders.

O TODAY Results Guaranteed. Cottontail rabbit
Post 3" reel $2.95-5" $3.95. Auxiliary speak-
paid ers avail. Write for FREE CATALOG.

BURNHAM BROTHERS eox E-107R .Marbleran s ieras

INUMITD
FOR LANDOWNERS WHO

WANT TO ESTABLISH
YEAR-ROUND HUNTING
" THOROUGHLY ACCLIMATED
" MANY EXOTIC SPECIES

" WILD CORSICAN SHEEP
" BLACKBUCK ANTELOPE
" FALLOW DEER

" AVAILABLE NOW

Live Delivery Guaranteed!

Tell us what you need-Write
2818 N. McCULLOUGH
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS



rangement. Under lock, the gun is out
of sight, and has utmost protection.
Also, it is easier to get a sturdy
fastener for trunk racks, because holes
can be drilled through the braces and
superstructure, and they can be bolted
solid.

Many other uses can be found for
these racks besides carrying guns. I've
seen racks carrying blueprints, spirit
levels, golf clubs, and packages.

Some ranchers hang ropes, fence
tools, and prod poles on the hooks.
Cattle buyers use them for hanging
their heavy walking sticks.

Mothers with rack-equipped station
wagons use the hooks to hang kiddie
shoes, bathing suits, and other items,
including parasols, raincoats, and hand-
bags.

One rancher I know keeps a .22 rifle
on the top hook. Below there is a link
of dried summer sausage. He says if he
gets hungry on the backside of the
ranch he cuts off a chunk and eats it
like jerky.

So it looks as if the simple gun rack
has many other uses. And it is spread-
ing out from Texas to other states,
especially in the west. **

HUNTING LEASE
Want a lease in the Brush Country? Big Bucks,
Javelina, Quail, Doves, Airstrip, Guides. Game
Processed. Excellent Cabins. Meals Furnished.
Ten year lease. 15-20 Hunters

BIG BUCKS
P.O. BOX 92

RAYMONDVILLE, TEXAS

Gobbler Getter
Wild Turkey Caller, Genuine
Cedar Box Yelper! $3 postpaid
with instructions.

Russell Products, Dept. TA
Box 10061

Dallas, Texas 75207

We Make or Sell
Trough Grader Drags and Grills, Seines,
Minnow Graders, Electric Agitators, Nets,
Catfish Pond Aeroators, Other Supplies

Send for catalog
Crescent Mfg. Co. Phone 817 451-0112
P. 0. Box 3303 Fort Worth, Tex. 76105

GOOSE DECOYS
New-waterproof, tough, longlast-
ing plastic. Store flat. Fold and
snap into position. Easy to carry.
Field proven.
Two-way (reversible

snow and speck).....$16.95 doz..
Specklebelly ........... $15.95 doz..
Snowgoose ............ $14.95 doz.
Heavy, water repellent

paper decoys.........$ 3.95 doz.
Send $2 for sample two-way decoy
or write for free literature. Money
applied to first order. (Pat. pending)

Hank's Two-Way Decoys
Box 36059 Houston, Tex. 77036

THE SMART HUNTER STILL HUNTS

_ .

\

I I -. _
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PORTABLE HUNTER'S STAND for the
discriminating sportsman who wants
greater hunting sucess as well as com-
fort, pleasure and safety. Ten years
of proven success.

Tubular steel construction with full
360° bannister gun rest for perfect
shots. Full view of game offers selec-
tion be-fore killing. No odor when
above. Olive drab color affords per-
fect camouflage. Excellent for hanging
game while cleaning. Stand is light
and sturdy. Can be assembled or
taken down in three minutes for port-
ability from ane location to another.

Other uses: varmit calling, photogra-
phy, wildlife observation, viewing and
judging sports events.

10 Ft. Model with Deluxe Seat as

shown $70.00, 12 Ft. $75.00, 15 Ft.
$80.00. Other models and seats avail-

able. Canvas Windbreaker for weather

protection with built-in ammo pocket

$10.00.

Portable Hunter's Stand

for brochure of other models & prices,
a rite or call:

HUNTER'S
EQUIPMENT MFG. CO.

P. O. Box 5254

PHONE: 949-6459
SAN ANGELO, TEXAS 76901

All prices f.o.b. plus 2% sales tax.

Deluxe Model shown has soft,
cushioned Vinyl Plastic seat, back
and arm rests, swivels 360°.
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BUCK SCENT
Kills human scent. Game unafraid to come
close. Tested and proved. Satisfaction
guaranteed. $2.04 postpaid anywhere in
Texas. No COD's. J.W.E., 459 Drake Ave.,
San Antonio, 78204. Or purchase in San
Antonio at CONTIE PLBG & HDW; CRITES
CO; HAUSLER SPTG GDS; KAUFMAN'S INC;
PURE ICE CO.; SEARS STORES; or GRIGGS
FOOD STR & CLAWSON MOBIL STA,
Buchanan Dam; GAINES, Hondo; GRANK'S
SVC STA & PHIL'S ICE HOUSE, Jourdanton;
LLANO ICE & COLD STRG, Llano; BURN-
HAM BROS, Marble Falls; T. J. KIRKPATRICK,
109 Tagert, Pleasanton. Dealers wanted.

DEER LEASE
30 Sections

U Ranch
Balmorhea, Texas

Mule Deer, Javelina,
Blue Quail

K. B. BLANCHARD G. T. BRICKEY
OX 4-7261 OX 4-9733
BOX 4367 4310 MONTY
MIDLAND MIDLAND

WHITETAIL
DEER

Z I-

There are some hidden animals
in the following sentences! Look
closely, and see if yo>i can find
them. (We'll give away the first
one.)

GUARANTEE 8 POINTS OR BETTER
NO DEER - NO PAYk

GUIDES, TRANSPORTATION FURNISHEDi
MEALS, ACCOMMODATIONS AVAILABLE!

" CORSICAN WILD RAMS
" INDIAN AXIS DEER
" INDIAN BLACKBUCK ANTELOPE

Y R

" ENGLISH FALLOW DEER
" JAPANESE SIKA DEER
" AFRICAN AOUDAD SHEEP

Y.0. RA NCH MOUNTAIN HOME, TEXAS

AREA CODE 512 OL 4-2076 • OL 4-2071 • OL 4-2073

1. Try hard in school, and you
should do very well.

2. The door will slam better if
there is a wind.

3. Why is that boy stern with his
sister?

4. Many pupils think it is easier
to add than to multiply.

5. When the paperboy graduates
his brother will have to throw
that route.

E>. is awful music ran everyone
out of the room.

7. When he is famous, everyone
wants an actor's autograph.
The way to get a good tan, is
o bask in knitted swimsuits.

She is pretty but not terribly
clever.

10. Doing more homework might
be a very good way to raise
grades.

11. One pillow less will be much
more comfortable.

12. Jello, custard and cake are his
favorite desserts.

* * * * <*- 
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Do fish sleep? That is a very
often asked question. Since their
eyes never shut, and since there
is always the chance of some fish

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE

Junior
Sportsmen

by Joan Pea rsall

Animal Sleepers
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being around any time of the day
or night, there is a widespread
belief that they do not sleep.

However, each kind does have
a definite daily routine, with a
quiet or sleep period and the rest
of the time spent in moving
around in search of food. Most of
them also make trips regularly
each day between shallow and
deeper water.

They do this in shifts, some
most active at night, some during
the day, and some preferring
dawn and dusk to move around.
The daytime wakers have large,
well developed eyes, and depend
on sight for feeding. The night
fish, or those who prefer deep or
silty water, rely mostly on their
senses of touch and taste. The
catfish is an example of this: his
barbels help him to locate food
when there is little or no light.

There are several different
ways fish sleep. Some do so lying
down on the bottom of the lake
or stream, some erect with tail
touching the bottom, some hang
suspended in the water, and some
bury themselves up to the snout
in sand, or slip into an abandoned
shell.

Some make careful prepara-
tions before they doze off. The
tropical queen triggerfish of the
Caribbean chooses a place for its
bed on rock or sand, then spends
some time scouting around the
area, chasing off intruders. When
dark comes, the fish settles com-
fortably on its side for a well-
earned nap.

One of the cleverest is the fish
that sleeps in a nightgown ! This
is the American striped parrotfish
of the ocean. It leans against coral
or shells, and secretes a filmy
substance all around itself, prob-
ably to protect it from attackers.
Two openings are left, so that wa-
ter can enter the fish's mouth, and
leave its gills, thus allowing it to
"breathe." At sunrise, or if a light
is shone on it, the parrotfish
swims out of its nightgown.

So you see, although fish don't
have any eyelids to close, most of
them still manage to get in their
fair share of snoozing. **

first choice
of big game hunters

MAVE iff COPES4
Make the most of your shooting skill and your
rifle's accuracy... with the world's most
used, most proved scopes. See better, aim
faster, shoot more accurately with Model K
Weaver-Scopes. Check the precision op-
tics, rugged dependability, advanced
features of the 4-power Model K4 (illus-
trated) and six other K Models ... from
$34.50, at your dealer.

FREE new 40-page full-color catalog
Name

Address_________________

State Zip

W. R. WEAVER CO.
DEPT. 34 / EL PASO, TEXAS79915

0]966 W. R. Weaver Co.

OCTOBER 1967

JEEPS
Latest Surplus Release ;

Reconditioned
Guaranteed

M38AI

4-Wheel Drive • Hurricane Engine

See these rugged army model jeeps being reconditioned
in our shop. Your choice, all guaranteed 30 days (or 1,000
miles). Ready to make your hunting season a "downhill
pull". Priced at only $975.00. Also available are such
accessories as lockout hubs, can brackets, cabs, winches,
towbars. In business since 1945. Phone 512 PE 6-1659, or
visit .

BRAUBACH EQUIPMENT CO.
P. 0. Box 7390 San Antonio, Texas 1620 W. Poplar

Jeeps in El Paso, Phoenix, San Antonio
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Good Mocker

Just a few lines to let the poor, poor
guy know that we are not going to take
what he called us. I wouldn't call him
a name, but I think he should have his
head examined because he started it
when the other person said that boys
shouldn't kill the mocker.

I talked to my father, who is 83 years
old, and he said he has yet to see a
mocker destroy other birds' nests, and
he was an outdoor man, and so am I.
The little fruit the mocker eats he de-
serves, and I wonder how many grapes
and tomatoes would be raised if it
weren't for the good old mocker.

I sure do thank him for calling us do
gooders. To think of a grown man call-
ing the good ladies a name! I feel sor-
row for him with all these awful, big
tough women jumping on him.

I was listening to the radio, and L. D.
Nuckles was telling about how he feeds
the birds and how he likes flowers. He
was begging people to be more careful
of them. Now there's a real man.

Even the sparrow is a good bird. I
have seen it catch bugs, butterflies, and
those big old green fat worms of the
tomatoes, which it couldn't eat but sure
tried it. I raise tomatoes, figs, plums
and peaches, and I don't have the fruit
eaten by birds but by field rats and
ground squirrels. They bite in the to-

TEAS
PARKS &WILDLIFE

Check one

Q CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Paste your last magazine address
label into space at right, fill out form,
and mail.

] NEW SUBSCRIPTION
Fill out this form and mail with pay-
ment.

Q GIFT SUBSCRIPTION
Fill out form, indicate gift signature,
and mail with payment.

Q RENEWAL
Paste your last magazine address
label- into space at right, fill out form,
and mail with payment.

matoes and suck them out. I had a
mocker build a nest in a honeysuckle
vine right by my window, and all I ever
saw him feed his young were worms,
grasshoppers and bugs.

Mrs. G. H. Z.
LaCoste

Bastrop Toad
I would like to commend Barbara

Jaska and Dan Scurlock for their ex-
cellent and beautifully illustrated arti-
cle on Bastrop State Park that ap-
peared in the April issue of TEXAS
PARKS AND WILDLIFE. I would like
also to add to their list of rare and un-
usual species one that was omitted
through no fault of the authors, since it
was only recently discovered in this area.
This is the rare and relict toad, REnfo
hIrustonensis, which was discovered in
the Bastrop area only two years ago
by some of my graduate students.

This is a species of great biological
interest, and to the student of evolution
of equal interest to that of the golden
checked warbler. Both occur where they
do because of the southward movement
of more northern species during the
last glacial period, and the subsequent
isolation of remnants of these species in
favorable pockets of habitat, as the
warming of the climate about 10,000
years ago resulted in the northward
retreat of these species. Examples such

as these give us our best evidence as
to the rates at which species can
evolve, and consequently all such spe-
cies as these deserve extra care to
ensure their preservation.

Unfortunately, Bufo hooustonensis is
a really endangered species, and it is
doubtful that it can be saved unless
drastic steps are taken. The best habi-
tat and the bulk of the population
occur between Bastrop and Buescher
parks, and the best breeding choruses
are found in an area that is now
undergoing real estate development.
Hindsight is easier than foresight, but
it now appears tragic that a larger area
of the remarkable "lost pines" could
not be set aside so that its endemic
species could be ensured protection.
Possibly it is not too late, but I feel
that time is rapidly running out inso-
far as the Houston toad is concerned.

W. Frank Blair
Professor of Zoology
The University of Texas

Pro Parks
This letter is to praise TEXAS

PARKS & WILDLIFE magazine for
its outstanding material that we have
enjoyed for several years now. We look
forward to reading the book from
cover to cover when it comes in. We
were especially proud when color pic-
tures began appearing in the maga-
zine.

In disagreement with the gentleman
who wrote you a letter in the July
issue, about the magazine's containing
mostly park stories, I think the book
contains a lot of good information
on things that even good hunters and
fishermen need to know for the par-
ticular time of the year. If a man
strictly wants to read about hunting
and fishing only, there are plenty of
plain magazines to do just that, but
TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE has
become a family magazine at our
house. We have learned things about
nature and animals and places in our
State that we may never have learned
any other way.

I say, keep up the magazine the
way that it is. We have a whole back-
log of places we would like to see just
from looking at the pictures in your
magazine.

Mrs. Eddie Fusilier
Orange

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE

Rates: $2 for 1 year, $3 for 2 years,
$5 for 5 years

Send check or money order to:
TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE DEPT.

John H. Reagan Bldg., Austin, Texas 78701

Attach magazine address label
here for change of address and
renewal.

name

address

city, state, zip code

sign gift card
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Airboats are needed to catch ducks for

banding in coastal marshes. See page 6.
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