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“Stewardship: the careful and responsible Management of things en-
trusted to one’s care” was the theme of the 173rd anniversary meeting 
of the philosophical society. president J. Mark Mclaughlin organized 

an impressive group of speakers and moderators to discuss the office, duties, 
and obligations of stewards. r. James george, Jr., of Austin served as modera-
tor. the speakers examined issues ranging from the stewardship of the past, the 
future, resources, and the succession of family business. the meeting was held at 
the san Angelo Mcnease convention center and Marriott springhill suites in 
san Angelo, texas. Almost 200 society members and guests were in attendance.
 the meeting began on friday december 3, 2010, with an optional afternoon 
tour of san Angelo. participants experienced legendary West texas hospitality 
as they rode the historic san Angelo trolley to lunch at Miss hattie’s café and 
saloon, followed by a tour of legend Jewelers, M.l. leddy’s boots and sad-
dlery, eggemeyer’s general store, cactus book shop, santa fe railroad sta-
tion, and fort concho. president Mclaughlin officially welcomed members and 
guests to the 2010 meeting at the reception and dinner held that evening at the 
cactus hotel. he introduced the eleven new members and presented them with 
their certificates of membership. the new members were: neils Agather, daniel 
h. branch, J. Kent calder, Kirk A. calhoun, bonnie A. campbell, light t. cum-
mins, david e. daniel, randy l. diehl, scott M. Kleberg, Kenneth W. starr, and 
stephen l. tatum. following dinner, Virginia noelke related a brief history of 
the cactus hotel.
 on saturday morning, the meeting continued at the san Angelo convention 
and conference center as president Mclaughlin introduced the meeting topic 
and the meeting moderator, r. James george, who then led the morning ses-
sions. As lunch concluded, lonn taylor presented the 2010 Award of Merit to 
emilio Zamora for his book, Claiming Rights and Righting Wrongs in Texas: 
Mexican Workers and Job Politics During World War II. the program contin-
ued with the afternoon sessions, and the day’s activities ended with dinner in 
san Angelo Museum of fine Art interspersed with Museum gallery tours.
 the annual business meeting was held on sunday morning. the names of the 
recently deceased society members were read: liz s. carpenter, Jenkins gar-
rett, William h. goetzmann, William e. gordon, george f. hamm, thomas 
n. James, peter c. Marzio, and former staff member evelyn stehling. secretary 
Ann hamilton announced society membership stood at 201 active members, 
62 associate members, and 78 emeritus members for a total of 341 members. 
officers elected for the year 2011-2012 were: frances b. Vick, president; Jon 
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h. fleming, first vice-president; ron tyler, second vice-president; harris l. 
Kempner Jr., treasurer; Ann t. hamilton, secretary. because the society changed 
the the dates of future annual meetings from the first weekend in december to a 
weekend in february, the meeting marked the last december meeting. the next 
meeting would be held fourteen months later. president Mclaughlin turned the 
gavel over to incoming president frances b. Vick who adjourned the meeting 
until february 3–5, 2012, in dallas.



Introductory 
Remarks

J. Mark Mclaughlin

Mr. MclAughlin: thank you all for being here, for being in san 
Angelo. i want to tell you what a great privilege it is to have such a 
distinguished group here in our fair city. i hope you enjoy your stay. 

You’re certainly welcome here, and we’re very glad to have you. i hope you will 
extend your visit, as you are able.

We want to begin with a program this morning, and i hope you will be stimu-
lated to thought, that you know this is participatory. i hope you will have an 
opportunity to speak to the speakers and ask them to enlarge on certain points 
they may make.

our theme today, as you know, is stewardship, and to keep this going and 
to be our master of ceremonies, i’ve asked Jim george, a distinguished scholar 
and lawyer from Austin, if he would, please, be the moderator and keep this 
moving properly.

for housekeeping chores i’ll tell you, the coffee room will be open during 
the breaks and i hope you will use that. We will have lunch in ballroom e at 
the appropriate hour. i hope you enjoy the fellowship and  i hope you enjoy the 
program, i hope you’re stimulated and i hope you’re satisfied with our arrange-
ments here in san Angelo. With that i’m going to turn the program over to Mr. 
Jim george of Austin.





Stewardship of  
Resources: Part One

James George, Jr.

Thank you, Mark. We’re going to do this in a couple of segments, two 
in the morning and two in the afternoon, and the topic is stewardship. 
now stewardship is an interesting idea that we have lots of different 

ideas about what we’re talking about, so i’m going to try to define something 
as i understood it. 

in about 1958, when i was 14 years old, harry bamberger, who was the 
Methodist minister at the first Methodist church in brady, was teaching us 
something about what he wanted our religion to be, and he started talking 
about a part of the new testament, Matthew 25, where Jesus is supposed to be 
sitting on the Mount of olives talking to his disciples. And he describes an event 
where a man is going to leave his home for an extended period of time. And 
he entrusts his earthly goods to his employees, or servants. And he gives them 
coins, or symbols of wealth in those times called talents, and he gives one, five 
talents; one, two talents; and one, one talent. And Jesus says that he gave them 
to them according to their ability, suggesting that those of us who have more 
ability have more responsibility. When the fellow comes back from his trip, the 
person who got the five had turned it into ten, and the person who got the two 
had turned it into four, and the person who got the one had buried it in the 
ground and had just done nothing but to leave it where it was. And he criticized 
that fellow as not being—i assume it’s a fellow, that’s what it suggested in those 
days—that he was not a good and faithful servant because he had not used the 
opportunity given him fully.

one of the problems as a lawyer is i’m always being a steward because i 
always have clients. And i have a pretty easy job, because what my job is, to be 
a good steward or fiduciary to those clients, because the clients give me instruc-
tions on what they want done. And that makes life pretty easy. 

one of the problems with stewardship generally, is figuring out to whom we 
are stewards. Who is our master in this situation? part of our problem is the 
needs of the people who could be our masters are different. We have the masters 
of the here and now, that is, the need to make sure that people who depend 
upon us have what they need today. then we have the stewards, as the steward 
of the future. that is we have the job of making sure that not just the people 
who we know and serve today have what they need, and we serve them well, 
but we serve that future generation, the grandchildren, and the grandchildren’s 
grandchildren in America.
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America has had a history of exploitation of our natural resources and our 
opportunities. Mark and the people who i grew up with in brady and the people 
who grew up in this part of the world—all of us had grandfathers or people who 
would tell stories of coming into this country in the 1870s and 1880s and the 
grass was up to the belly of a horse and the streams ran clear and there weren’t 
any cedar trees and there weren’t any mesquite trees. As Mark has said, the 
people who came with their cattle thought they were in the cattle business, not 
the land business. that is they used the cattle to harvest an excess amount of the 
resources and then moved on because there was always another opportunity. 
We had the cotton empires of the same effort; we have had exploitation of our 
carbon resources, oil, gas, coal, other things that we have taken an opportunity, 
and we exploited them for the here and now. one of the issues that we face now 
is that there are no more frontiers. there’s no more. We can’t go and find some 
other place that we can replace what we screwed up yesterday. We have to live, 
not only ourselves, but the future generations, with what is here now. 

And we’re going to talk today about stewardship; the trouble of defining it 
in terms of time and place, who you are responsible for and to, and that’s very 
difficult. senator cornyn has a particularly difficult problem, he’s a steward 
for the people who elect him, for the republican party, and for the future of 
America, and sometimes those interests, immediate interests, are different, and 
that makes life hard. it makes complicated and difficult decisions. At some level, 
all of us face the same problem that John cornyn has, because we have to fig-
ure out how we’re going to serve that master that we need to serve, and do we 
always look to the future. 



The Past as a Natural 
Resource, and 

Historians as Its 
Stewards

H. W. Brands

Mr. george: our first panel member is bill brands. he is the dick-
son Allen Anderson centennial professor of history and government 
in the department of history of the college of liberal Arts at the 

university of texas at Austin. You probably have read some of the books he’s 
written. he’s one of the most prolific historians and writers. he not only is a 
great scholar and a great teacher, he has written, as i last counted, 22 books, 
and some of them are well-known. some are: The First American, on benjamin 
franklin; Traitor to His Class, on franklin roosevelt; T. R.: The Last Romantic, 
on theodore roosevelt. his works have twice been selected as finalists for the 
pulitzer prize. he is an observer of the history of America, and his topic is going 
to be the past as a natural resource and historians as stewards. bill brands.

dr. brAnds: thank you, Jim. i’m delighted to be here. this is a very august 
group and it’s quite an honor. i was asked to speak on this general topic of 
stewardship, and i knew that the general theme of the weekend was going to 
be stewardship of natural resources, and i was trying to figure out what in the 
world i could say on that subject, because natural resources isn’t exactly my 
field. 

but then i thought, well, what is my field? My field is memory, and it’s his-
tory, and i’ve been teaching history for 30 years, and i’ve been writing about it 
for nearly as long. so i thought, okay, well, this is what i’m called upon to be 
a steward of. i’m going to get into some theoretical stuff, and i was a little bit 
reluctant to do that, but thought, well, this is the philosophical society, so you 
can deal with it.

but i’m going to start with a story, actually a couple of stories, and this  
relates to my introduction to texas. i came to texas in 1981 to live. i had vis-
ited before, but i came to texas in 1981 to study, graduate study in history at 
the university of texas. And i knew as much—or as little—about texas history 
as most non-texans. certainly i wasn’t here for seventh grade, so i didn’t take  
the famous seventh grade texas history class. i did know sort of where texas 
fit into the broader scheme of American history. i knew that, but there was a 
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part of it that didn’t quite fit. Just out of curiosity, how many of you are native 
texans? 

okay. so i’m going to tell you how it looks from the rest of the country.
And you might appreciate the puzzle that i had, because one of the things i 

tell my students when they’re studying, when they’re writing for me, my under-
graduates, my graduate students, i tell them that every historical inquiry has to 
begin with a puzzle. everything that you write, there has to be a riddle, a ques-
tion, something that you want to answer, because if it’s not there, the curiosity 
isn’t going to be there either. so here’s the puzzle that i had. i knew that texas 
had been settled by Anglos in the early 1820s. i knew that stephen Austin had 
brought the famous 300 families to settle in texas in the early 1820s. And i 
knew that this had occurred with the permission of the Mexican government. 
now, i also knew what happened after that. i knew that the Americans had 
come, and they kept coming, and they kept coming until by the mid-1830s, the 
Americans in texas far outnumbered the Mexicans in texas. And then it wasn’t 
such a surprise at that point, at least for me looking from the outside, that 
the Americans in texas, Americans of that era, being a famous, or notoriously 
grasping bunch, they would decide that they were going to grasp texas, and 
grasp texas away from Mexico, and, with a delay, attach it to the united states. 

so that story was sort of well understood, but there was a puzzle in the 
middle of it. And the puzzle was, when the Mexican government authorized 
Austin to bring in those colonists, what in the world were the Mexican officials 
thinking?

didn’t they realize how this was going to turn out? so i came to texas and 
i was thinking about it, because i didn’t come to study texas history, i came to 
study the history of American foreign policy. but having lived in texas a while, 
i became more aware of the, well, the complexities in texas history, the richness 
of texas history, and i gradually began to think, well, maybe i should try writ-
ing something about texas history.

but, meanwhile, there was in the back of my head this puzzle, what were the 
Mexican officials thinking in inviting Austin and his colonists to come? didn’t 
they see how things were going to turn out? 

okay. so i didn’t write anything on texas history until the beginning of, well, 
actually it was shortly after the 2000 election, and then actually after 9/11. i 
had contracted with my publisher, a new York publisher, to write a biography 
of Andrew Jackson. And i had started in on Jackson when my publisher, a new 
York guy, and my editor, another new York guy, said, bill, why don’t you hold 
off on Jackson briefly and could you write something on the history of texas? 
now, my first thought was, what are they thinking?

but i knew what they were thinking. Well, the reason i asked that is, i had 
been long-tempted to write on texas history, but i didn’t want to write simply 
for a texas audience. i consider myself an American historian, a historian of the 
united states, and i wanted to tell the texas story in the context of American 
history. but i know that if you write something that sounds like a state history, 
or regional history, it often gets pigeon-holed that way. And i assumed that 
there would be an audience in texas for what i might write, but an audience 
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elsewhere? i thought it was very significant that these two new York guys were 
suggesting that i write about texas.

now this was, of course in a moment when we had a texas president who, 
after 9/11, was riding high and seemed like somebody that people would want 
to read about, or at least the place that he came from would be something that 
people would want to read about. i said, sure, i’ll be happy to write this. so we 
signed a contract, and i began. 

And i started doing the research. Well, i realized actually that i had been 
doing the research for a while, but just not realizing it. At the time, my first 
permanent teaching gig in texas was at texas A&M. so i taught at texas A&M 
for 17 years. but meanwhile, for family reasons, i was living in Austin. And so 
twice a week i would make the drive through Austin to college station. And i 
didn’t realize at first what a historic drive i was making. i gradually realized that 
highway 21 is the old camino real, and that everybody who came into texas, 
during the Austin era, during the 1820s and 1830s, everybody who came from 
louisiana and from the eastern part of the united states came along that same 
road.

so i started doing the formal research for the book by reading stephen Aus-
tin’s journal, the journal that he kept on his first trip to texas. now, by this 
time i knew that stephen Austin was something of a reluctant colonist to texas. 
his father, Moses, had had the idea of planting the American colony in texas. 
the reason Moses did it was because he was very deeply in debt and the only 
way he could figure out to dig himself out of debt was to hatch this scheme for 
colonizing texas, and he would take a cut off of the colonization process. he 
was the one who initially got the permission, but he died before he was able to 
carry it out. And the death bed request that he left to his son, stephen, was to 
carry out the texas project. Well, stephen Austin, till this point, had wanted to 
have nothing to do with it. he thought it was a hare-brained scheme. And he 
was off in new orleans studying to become a lawyer, a much more respectable 
occupation, or so he thought.

he got the letter from his mother saying that your father has died and as his 
last request he wants you to take up the texas project. so there was that filial 
part of stephen Austin that made him think, okay, i should probably do this. 

but that wasn’t the clincher. the clincher was that, especially in those, more 
than these days, just as you could inherit wealth, you could inherit debt. And 
stephen Austin recognized that, okay, now i’m deeply in debt, and he thought, 
he considered his alternatives. oh, and that was a time of course when Ameri-
cans took debt quite seriously. Moses Austin had spent time in debtor’s prison. 
And stephen Austin considering his possible paths, said to himself, let’s see, 
prison, texas, prison. it took him a while, but he decided on texas.

And off he went. And so i was reading the journal that he wrote of his trip 
to texas, his first introduction to texas. And i was struck by one word, an ad-
jective that kept popping up in his journal, and the adjective was “beautiful.” 
“this is the most beautiful country i’ve ever seen,” “these prairies are beauti-
ful, “the streams are as beautiful as one can imagine.” now when i read that, i 
realized for about 10 years i’d been driving along that same route that stephen 
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Austin was describing in his journal. And i could tell from the looks of the land, 
from what i knew about the history of the land, that i was seeing pretty much 
what stephen Austin had been seeing. 

the land had not changed a whole lot in the time between the early 1820s 
and roughly 2000. it was still the rolling prairie. this is the land between, well, 
basically between the colorado river and the brazos river. And it was still roll-
ing prairie with oak groves along the stream bottoms, and where there had been 
buffalo in Austin’s day, there were cattle this day. And i thought, beautiful? i 
might have said scenic, pleasant, nice, but beautiful?

i grew up in oregon, and oregonians pride themselves on thinking they 
know what constitutes natural beauty. every other, maybe every oregon house-
hold has on their coffee table a big picture book that has snow-covered Mt. 
hood on the cover, or the rugged oregon coast, or crater lake in winter, or 
something like that. so we oregonians like to think we know natural beauty. 
And this, what i was seeing beauty? i asked myself, what was stephen Austin 
thinking? 

okay. While i was writing the book, friends would say, what are you work-
ing on? i’d say, i’m working on a book about the texas revolution. And this 
became immediately, in their minds, my book about the Alamo. And i would 
say, well, it’s more than the Alamo, but i understood what they were talking 
about, because the battle of the Alamo really is the dramatic centerpiece of 
the texas revolution. And i became very intrigued by this. i knew that i was 
writing against the background of all sorts of people who had told the story of 
the battle of the Alamo. And it’s been told of course in nonfiction innumerable 
times, it’s been told in fiction very well, it’s been told in movies, it’s been told in 
poetry, it’s been told in song. And so there were a lot of people who said, Well, 
what can you say that’s new? And i had to think about that a little bit, and i 
wasn’t sure exactly what i was going to say that was new. in fact, i wasn’t even 
sure it was necessary to say something that was new, because i became aware of 
what it is that pulls us to the story of the Alamo. And it is, i think, precisely this, 
that we know before those defenders of the Alamo know, that they’re not going 
to get out of there alive. We know they’re all going to die.

now of course we have historical hindsight in this, we know how it turns 
out. but we also become aware at some point between the time when santa Ana 
marches his army across the southwestern horizon and it just keeps coming and 
coming and coming, and we can be with William travis, david crockett, and 
bowie and the others who watch the army keep coming and coming, they real-
ize at some point between then and the day of the battle, March 6, 1836, that 
they’re not going to get out of there alive.

now i think the reason that it so grips us is that whether we’re conscious 
of it or not, we all know we’re not going to get out of this life alive either. And 
we want to see how people, in this case how these men, are dealing with their 
impending death. in other words, what we want to know is what were they 
thinking?

so, i’ve given you three illustrations of something that i have learned, i con-
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cluded, over the course of my career so far teaching and writing history. And 
that is, there is one central question of history, and the central question, if you 
want to understand the past, yes, you can talk about the facts and you can write 
down the facts, and those are not unimportant, but the central question for 
historians is what were they thinking.

if you want to know about the past, you need to get inside the heads of the 
people who were there. You have to figure out what the world looked like to 
them. now, this requires something that sounds mildly heretical to students 
of history or to historians. if you really want to get inside the heads of people 
at the time they lived, you have to forget everything that happened after that 
particular moment. 

You have to forget for example that the defenders of the Alamo, at least 
when they go there, they don’t know they’re going to die. You know, nobody 
went to the Alamo to die, they all went to win. they thought they were going to 
win until gradually they realized they were outnumbered and they weren’t go-
ing to get any reinforcements. then they said, okay, we’re not going to make it.

but when i was trying to answer that question of what was the Mexican 
government thinking in inviting the Americans in, i had to forget that the united 
states turned out to be a continental power. the united states turned out, in 
fact, to be the greatest power in world history. 

if i look back on that moment in 1820 and 1821, knowing that the united 
states is going to take over most of the central part of north America, and it’s 
going to have power that expands all around the rest of the world, then i cannot 
get back in the minds of those Mexican officials who made this, as it turns out, 
reasonable decision to invite the Americans in. because if you were looking at 
the united states in 1821, you didn’t see a continental power. You saw a collec-
tion of states in the eastern half of the middle part of north America that were 
having serious problems holding their own act together. smart money in the 
world, it turned out to be wrong money, but smart money in the world bet that 
this American experiment in democracy was going to self-destruct. And, in fact, 
it basically did in 1860 and 1861. it was held together through military force. 
that’s not the way democracy is supposed to operate. democracy is supposed 
to operate through the ballot box.

but anyway, if you didn’t know all that stuff, if you were looking simply 
from the standpoint of 1821, you wouldn’t have said, oh, we have to worry 
about the Americans seizing away texas. in fact, there was something;  this is 
something that  do you know.  You were a student, you’re texans, you took 
that seventh grade texas history class. do you know the answer to the question 
of what the Mexican government was thinking? some of you are nodding, but 
not all of you. okay. Well, then i will proceed to enlighten you, as this outsider. 
there is room for correction if i get it wrong, for those of you who are nodding.

Anyway, when i was working on the book, i made a map of texas, and i 
put it on my wall. And every day i would look at this map of texas. And it 
was a conceptual map as well as a geographical map. And the conceptual map 
consisted of three arrows that were pointing to texas. these were the arrows of 
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the peoples who were coming to texas, the ones who wanted to claim texas, be-
cause texas at this time was sparsely occupied. there really weren’t very many 
people here. And this was okay, i’ll get there.

there was a long skinny arrow, and if i can do it from your side, a long 
skinny arrow coming up from the southwest. the arrow originated in central 
Mexico and it was long because it’s a long way from Mexico city basically to 
texas. And it was skinny because very few Mexicans were willing to colonize 
texas. there was a lot of more attractive property closer to home, so to speak. 
And as of 1820, there were no more than 4,000 to 5,000 Mexicans living in 
what would become the state of texas. 

so that was one arrow. there was another arrow that was coming down 
from the northeast, and this was a fat arrow. it consisted of American migra-
tions west. now this arrow stopped short of texas, or at least it was supposed 
to stop short of texas. there had been some illegal immigration into texas, but 
not much. And it stopped roughly in louisiana. now this was a fat arrow be-
cause there were lots of Americans moving west. but it hadn’t quite got to texas 
yet, at least officially or legally. 

And that was the balance of power. And someone might have seen that, well, 
wait a minute, the fat arrow is going to outweigh, overpower the skinny arrow, 
except and this is what doesn’t make it in to the us history textbooks, and this is 
why i was really puzzled, because skinny arrow, fat arrow, skinny arrow won’t 
let the fat arrow in. but there was another arrow. And the other, now i suppose 
to san Angelo, maybe you’re especially attuned to the other arrow. You know 
what the other arrow was? it was coming down from the northwest. And this 
was the arrow of the comanche and the Mexican government, and this arrow 
was deep into the heart of texas at this point, and the Mexican government, as-
sessing the situation in 1821, figured there is a greater chance that we are going 
to lose texas to the comanche than it is to lose texas to the Americans. At least 
it’s more likely to happen sooner.

so part of the deal that the Mexican government made with stephen Austin 
was, you can bring in your colonist, but you have to agree to act as a shield, a 
buffer against the indian invasion. now stephen Austin didn’t know anything 
about comanches. okay. shoot, we fought indians in the east. they didn’t 
know what they were getting into. but anyway, so this was the answer to that 
question of what were they thinking in that case. 

now, i could tell you, should i tell you the answer to what stephen Austin 
was thinking when he described texas as beautiful? i might. no, i’ll hold that 
off. but because i need to elevate this to the theoretical level now having to do 
with this question of stewardship, what we historians do. We try to recapture 
the past, we try to recreate the past for, well, for the present and for the future. 
it’s especially a challenge, i think, in the united states, for this reason. that the 
united states, America has been probably almost more than any other country, 
throughout its entire history, the country of the future. Americans look relent-
lessly to the future rather than to the past. 

i think this is one of the things that explain what Jim was talking about. this 
idea that the resources are here for the using here and now, and just get on with 
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it because if you don’t, somebody else will, and there will always be another 
frontier, i’m going to move on to the future. other countries, they’ve been more 
constrained geographically, who’ve been required to live on the resources in one 
place for a much longer period of time, tend to have a greater sense of history. 
but anyway, this is what those of us in the history game have to deal with. 

i teach at the university of texas, and i teach 19-year-olds and 20-year-olds 
and 22-year-olds. And i will tell you that, as interesting as i make my classes, i 
like to think i make them interesting, teaching history to young people is really 
trying to push a rock uphill, because you can remember when you were 19. if 
you recall when you were 19 you weren’t thinking backwards, you were think-
ing forwards. And, you know, i’m not going to venture to guess the average age 
of the group in here, but when you reach a certain age, you’re more aware that 
there’s a lot of interesting stuff in the rearview mirror. the rearview mirror gets 
bigger and the windshield seems to get a little bit smaller. so you do pay more 
attention, as you get some history then you become attuned to the history of 
your country.

so this question of how to get at the past, how to re-create the mind of the 
past. one of the ways we do it, the basic way we historians do it is we read old 
letters and diaries and journals and anything we can get our hands on from the 
time. i read stephen Austin’s journal. so that part isn’t particularly surprising or, 
shall i say, theoretically interesting. We do all this stuff. but there’s something 
else that happens, and it requires almost, i could say, a leap of faith, or maybe 
some kind of theory of psychology, maybe theory of forensic psychology, theory 
of historical psychology, and it’s this, when stephen Austin writes in his journal, 
this is the most beautiful land that i have ever seen, when he uses the word 
beautiful, does it mean the same thing as it would if i used the word beautiful to 
describe land today? And the answer is, no.

part of it is a matter of context, part is a matter of perspective. but there’s 
something else that’s deeper than this, and i’ll get to the context and the perspec-
tive,  but there’s something deeper, and that is, and it’s a question i don’t have 
an answer to. this is the philosophical society, we should discuss this. i hope 
you will. And that is, is human nature stable over time, if something happens. 
i’ll give you an example. benjamin franklin, whom i wrote about in an earlier 
time. benjamin franklin lost a son, when the child was four years old. he was 
carried off by smallpox. And benjamin franklin quite clearly mourned the loss 
of his son, and he used to keep a mental score card in the following sense. fran-
cis was his name, he called him frankie, and franklin kept track of how old 
frankie would be two years after he died, six years after he died. And when he 
saw 10-year-old boys playing in the streets of philadelphia when frankie would 
have been 10, he would imagine what frankie would have been like. so this is 
the memory he kept.

but my question for franklin basically, my question to you is, was the loss of 
a child at that age as painful as the loss of a four-year-old child would be today? 
And i put the question out there, and i’m not presupposing any kind of answer. 
i will comment that childhood mortality was much greater in the 18th century 
in America than it is today. it’s very rare for four-year-old children to die, thank-
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fully, these days, at least in the united states. it wasn’t rare at all in 18th-century 
philadelphia. so does that fact change benjamin franklin’s assessment? When 
benjamin franklin is grieved or when Andrew Jackson loses, do they experience 
less loss? Andrew Jackson was one part of the one of the great love stories of 
American history. 

Andrew and rachel Jackson had a marriage that began under a cloud be-
cause she was still legally married to a former husband, who had abandoned 
her. she didn’t know if he was alive or dead or if he had divorced her or not. it 
was very complicated. but she and Andrew Jackson got married. they probably 
knew that she wasn’t legally divorced yet, but later  well, at the time it happened 
Andrew Jackson had no idea he would ever become famous, and this would 
become an issue. but it did become an issue, and so all of their friends perjured 
themselves to cover the story. but it wouldn’t die. And, in fact, when Jackson 
was running for president in 1828, his opponents conducted the most slander-
ous, the most scandalous campaign of attack. not so much on Jackson, but 
upon rachel, to the point where rachel had a nervous breakdown and then a 
physical breakdown and died as a result of this. now, Andrew Jackson, needless 
to say, was distraught by this. in fact, he threw himself down in the mud beside 
her grave at the hermitage. this was between his election and his inauguration, 
and he almost didn’t get up. his friends had to pick him up and clean him off. 
he was so depressed, so despondent. but the one thing that kept him going, one 
thing that made him decide to go off to Washington was his determination to 
make his political enemies pay for what they had done to rachel.

i mention this because this kind of thing doesn’t happen, thankfully, in poli-
tics these days, not to that extent. so is it possible to understand the mind of 
Andrew Jackson on this? Was his reaction like anything today? i put the ques-
tion out there because if you’re going to write about history, especially if you’re 
going to write biography in history, you really have to have some kind of no-
tion, or maybe even a theory of human nature, because you have to, at some 
level, you have to think, how would i have responded in that circumstance, 
and maybe you’ll allow for changes in time, maybe you’ll allow for changes in 
perspective, but you still have to say that this person that i’m writing about, in 
some way, some basic way is like me.

And i don’t have any firm basis for drawing that conclusion. i can’t say for 
sure that people looked at the world the same 200 years ago as they do today. 
for that  now, i realize that this is a problem that confounds all sorts of activi-
ties, even today. physicians, and i’m sure there are physicians in the room who 
are better aware of this than i, who were trying to figure out how much some-
thing hurts. so if someone says, i have a pain in my side, and the doctor says, 
how much does it hurt? Well, it’s really hard to know, because i can’t feel that 
other person’s pain. bill clinton could feel other people’s pain, but most people 
can’t feel other people’s pain. And so, you know, you ask, does it hurt really 
bad? And you don’t know if this person is a stoic, or if this person is a wimp.

these are the problems that confront those of us in the history business. We 
deal with them the best we can. We try to make real the history of our society so 
that, well, to bring it into the context of this weekend, so that we can get a sense 
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of where we are, what we have, what we have had, and what we’re going to do 
with it. this business of history, and as it relates, getting particularly, to natural 
resources, i would contend that there is a very direct, a very fundamental con-
nection between history and let’s just say natural resources like land. And i’ll 
give you two illustrations here.

one is really mundane. for those of you who are in the law business, if 
anybody buys a piece of property, you know, one of the things they do is a title 
search, which is nothing more than let’s look at the history of who owned this 
and who owned this, and the way the history is defined essentially defines where 
the ownership is. to elevate it a little bit, do any of you know the story of Ken-
newick Man? okay. Kennewick Man was this, well, these were the prehistoric 
remains of an individual who was discovered in southeastern Washington, near 
Kennewick, Washington, in the 1990s. And there had been high water; there 
had been a flood and so it washed away and these bones were sticking out. And 
the skeleton was found on an indian reservation. i can’t remember, umatilla in-
dians probably. And so there was some question as to who owned the skeleton, 
there is a, i can’t remember the name of the statute, but it basically says that 
any human remains found on an indian reservation are presumed to be of that 
indian tribe. the trouble with this was that this skeleton didn’t look anything 
like any native American skeleton. And before the lawyers could come in and 
suspend the investigation, enough was discovered about this skeleton that was 
deemed to be male to suggest that this guy was very caucasian. And they did 
a radiocarbon date on it, and it showed 10,000 years ago. And nobody could 
figure out what was going on here. now, this became a highly charged politi-
cal question because it had been accepted, sort of as a matter of law, that the 
indian tribes who controlled the reservations were presumed to be the original 
inhabitants of these lands, these resources, these territories. but then you get this 
outlier, somebody who quite clearly wasn’t a member of the tribe, who seemed 
to have been there thousands of years before any of the tribes got there. now, 
there were lawsuits and investigations were suspended; it went on forever and 
ever. the most recent, if i’m correct, the most recent ruling was that the anthro-
pological investigations can continue.

now what does this have to do with conservation of resources aside from 
the bones? Well, one of the things it has to do with, it gets to this question who 
owns, or who owned, let’s put it, north America, because if there was this idea 
that the aboriginal people, well, that was the term that was used there, but were 
they really aboriginal? Were they the first ones there? in fact, if you look at the 
history of north America, it’s very difficult to find any tribe that was in any 
place for very long. And so who has been managing the resources for all these 
years, who has ownership of the resources. it remains an open question, and it’s 
something for historians to deal with.

i’m going to close by telling you that history is sometimes useful for relat-
ing the past. We historians are often asked to say, to comment on what history 
might tell us about the present or the future. 

i wrote a book about franklin roosevelt. it came out a couple of years ago, 
about the time barack obama was elected president. And there were paral-
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lels and people would ask me, okay, so what does the experience of franklin 
roosevelt in America in the 1930s, what does that experience tell us for barack 
obama and the united states today? And i would hem and haw, depending on 
what i thought i could get away with, i would make this or that or comment but 
what i can say is that historians are not really any better at predicting the future 
than anyone else. now we look at the past and we do what we can with the 
past. so although we can’t predict the future, one of the things we do is reserve 
the right to tell you, after the future plays out, why it had to be that way.

i can’t tell you how this recession is going to turn out. And i can’t tell you 
what the economy’s going to look like in 2015. but ask me in 2020 and i will 
tell you not only how it turned out, but why it was inevitable that it had to turn 
out that way.

thank you very much.



Restoration of the Land: 
Bamberger Ranch

J. David Bamberger

Mr. george: david bamberger is the land steward and president of bam-
berger ranch preserve. selah, bamberger ranch preserve is a 5,500 acre ranch 
that has been described as the largest habitat restoration project on private land 
in texas. the bamberger ranch was purchased in 1969 with the specific pur-
pose of restoring habitat. it is a working ranch and nature preserve with every 
management decision made by first asking: “What’s best for Mother nature?” 
priorities lean 51 percent to preserve nature with 49 percent to use the ranch as 
an educational tool. educational and interpretive services as well as transporta-
tion are provided by ranch staff.

in 2002 the foundation, the bamberger ranch preserve was established so 
that all that has been accomplished at selah, bamberger ranch preserve will go 
on in perpetuity.  

Mr. bAMberger: thank you. i’m a little short on the latest high tech stuff 
here, i’m going to have to work this computer, and i don’t know computers. i 
was thinking about that as i had my back to the crowd, and i didn’t see how 
many in this room were native texans. but then i listened to the presentation, 

1



22 the philosophical society of texas

the wonderful history, and i just thought that if there had been a back door in 
the Alamo, there wouldn’t have been a texas if everybody had gotten out. 

i feel really honored to be able to speak to a group like you. And i was a 
little nervous about it until last night and all the excitement. You people jump 
around like teenagers. 

so anyway i’m proud to be here, and i hope that you will learn, appreciate 
the presentation i’d like to make. the first slide i have there is selah. (ill. 1) 

back when i was younger i took five years of bible study in which i studied 
the old testament. And i found this word “selah.” that’s how we pronounced 
it then. i found it used 71 times in the psalms. And bible scholars believe it to 
be a musical term, because a psalmist is thought to be chanting or singing the 
messages to the people. And they believe it’s a musical term that means to stop, 
to pause and to reflect. And i thought to myself, some day i’m going to make 
enough money that i can own a ranch here in texas. And to me selah would 
be like Walden was to thoreau, a place for me to pause and reflect and think 
about just what is my stewardship, what’s my relationship to the natural world?

so it was 41 years ago that i began my search, and i tried to find the worst 
piece of real estate that was out there. now those of you who raised your hands 
and said you were texans by birth, i want to tell you something, that you tex-
ans were the worst land stewards. 

there was more bad land in texas that got abused, over-grazed, and all these 
other things. but anyway, i didn’t want to put you down with that one, but the 
realtor that was showing me around, he showed me places with landing strips 
and tennis courts and chlorinated swimming pools and great big houses. And i 
said, no, no, no, you got me all wrong. i want something that’s badly abused, 
that nobody else wants. And i quote him, he said, “Well, there’s plenty of that 
around.”

so here we go. so when i came here 41 years ago, let me tell you, habitat 
restoration doesn’t have anything to do with building a house. it has nothing to 
do with restoring a house or a barn or that. it has to do with restoring Mother 
nature to the fact of where it was way back when our previous speaker, the his-
torian was studying it. Way back when stephen f. Austin saw texas as beautiful.

i, as well, saw that as beautiful, and i came here from ohio in 1950 right 
out of the university. i came down here, was going to spend two years. And two 
years from 1950 to now is a long time.

You fall in love with texas. but i fell in love with all aspects of texas. so  
i’m going to proceed with that introduction factor. i usually take more time  
than i’m allotted here, so i’m going to have to go pretty fast with some of these 
slides.

this one, this would be our front gate, if you came through now. And Mar-
garet, my wife at the time, who i buried here on the ranch a couple of years 
ago, she said what i’m showing you now is the i love me wall!  they are just 
awards and things that we’ve earned because of our work. i really like this one, 
the Aldo leopold Award, i like it better because a $10,000 check came with it!

We get a lot of plaques, but you don’t get that check very often. And garden 
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clubs of America, this was a wonderful one. they took us way back to new 
York, but i still prefer texas. these are scenes that you didn’t see, but now 
pretty soon we’re going to come up and we’re going to see some scenes as it was 
41 years ago. 

but about my life—i was born into poverty; we had no electricity or run-
ning water till i was four years old. My mother kept me and my two brothers 
outdoors all the time. i used to know every butterfly, every insect, every bird, 
every tree, every grass. there wasn’t any light inside the house, so mom taught 
us about the natural world by keeping us outside. You see we lived among the 
Amish people, in the country. When i was a teenager, Mom gave me this book, 
Pleasant Valley, written by louis bromfield. With the gray hair i see in here, 
some of you might know that author. he was a pulitzer prize-winning novelist. 
And they lived in europe 17 years where he observed the way the european 
people took care of land. And it was just as our historian said, 

there was no more land over there, they had to take care of it, they had to 
think of the future generations. World War ii breaks out and they say, louis, 
you need to go back to the states, this war’s going to get bad and you can do 
more for the war effort by going back to the states. he comes back to the united 
states and works his way into the state of ohio, where i was from, and just 
40 miles from where i was born. he’s looking for his grandparent’s farm, and 
he discovers the farm is an abandoned piece of real estate. And it’s gullied, it’s 
eroded, it’s grown up with briars and brush and all kind of woody species, it’s 
“farmed out.” And as the historian said, we had so much land in this country, 
so what, we just moved on and plowed up some more. 

so when i came here—and these are images—i’m going to show you the hill 
country, and the primary woody species that’s a culprit in the hill country is 
the ash juniper. We all call it cedar. it’s really not a cedar, but everyone refers to 
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it that way today. And this is the way it looked. And if you look in between you 
see no grasses whatsoever. i remember the realtor told me, he says, “You can 
take as much of this as you want.” (ill. 2)

that condition is on my 
fence line right today. (ill. 3) i 
stopped buying it at that point. 
this is a cedar break where 
it’s so thick sunlight and rain-
fall very rarely even get to the 
surface of the earth. this is 
where i stopped. that previ-
ous picture where i told you 
the realtor said, “Keep going, 
you can buy as much as you 
want,” well, that’s still what 
that situation on the right side 
looks like. it’s worse than that 
today, and on my side where 
we’ve done the restoration 
work, it’s so much better. it’s 
so the grasses are belly up to 
the horse. 

And this is the cedar tree 
that you don’t cut down. (ill. 
4) cedar is a native tree. so 
many people don’t want to 
believe that, but fossil records 
prove it. And this is me and 
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one of my men trying to reach ourselves around that tree. We don’t cut those 
down. We still have about 500 acres of cedar.

now remember the soil conservation service, which was one of the great-
est government programs going, has changed dramatically in the past 30 years. 
but they told me, bamberger, what you’re doing here, you’re going to destroy 
everything, it’s not going to work. they said, You’ve got these five-inch, six to 
seven-inch rains that come up in the hill country, and it’s going to wash all the 
soil you discovered and have loosened. it’s going to wash it all away.

You’re going to see some images here, but we discovered something that they 
hadn’t thought of, and underneath each one of these cedar trees, at the trunk of 
the tree, we found as much as nine inches of soil. As we got out to the drip line, 
we found zero inches of soil. so when we were using the bulldozer to push some 
of this stuff over, the track of the dozer broke that hard crust. it spread the soil 
that we had discovered, the nine inches. it spread it around. And then we had 
to burn the trash. We don’t do that anymore, but then what we did, we took a 
tractor, and i remember that we didn’t have any of the oshAs, or any of that 
stuff, so we didn’t wear helmets and all the safety stuff. but i broke that piece of 
equipment over 100 times; we had to weld it. And you don’t plow or anything 
on these hillsides in rock and stone, but we made what amounted to hundreds, if 
not thousands of little mini terraces. And then after we did that, and i want you 
to notice on the left and right, then we spread native grass seed. (ill. 5)

i like to tell this story because i was pretty innocent, or green about this at 
the time. i went into douglass King seed company in san Antonio and i laid my 
list down. And Mr. Williams that owned the place, he said, “bamberger, what 
are you driving?” i said, “Well, i’ve got my pickup truck out there.” he said, 
“two things i want to tell you. You got to have an 18-wheeler to carry out what 
you’re asking for. You don’t understand. in order to get five pls pounds of pure 
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live seed, you’ve got a bag that’s this big, and just in the middle of the bag you’re 
going to have the equivalent to five pls pound. that’s because of the chaff and 
all the things that are harvested when you try to harvest native grass seed.”

And he said, “secondly, i want to tell you something, Mr. bamberger. it’ll 
take me three years to gather up this much seed. but, if you’ve got a cattle trailer, 
i’ll get what i can and you come on back. so in two weeks he called me. i went 
back down. We loaded up the cattle trailer, a 30-foot trailer; it was completely 
full of native grass seed. And i get back home, about three days later my phone 
rings. i pick up, “bamberger ranch,” and the guy said, “We need 300 pls 
pounds of yellow indian grass, 250 pls pounds of side oats grama.” i said, 
“Wait, wait, wait. You got the wrong number. i’m not in the grass business.” 
he said, “Yeah, we know that, but everywhere we went they said you bought it 
all.” i cornered the market on native grass seed!

this is 18 months later on the very same spot as the previous slide. (ill. 6)
grass, grass, grass. grass is the greatest conservation element that exists. it’ll 
beat dams, it’ll beat burns, it beats terracing, it’ll beat everything, and it won’t 
cost the millions, the hundreds of millions and billions of dollars that our corps 
of engineers and others spend on it. now i’m not knocking dams and all the 
other expensive conservation practices.

so what’s the story? now let’s see if i got messed up. okay. this is not my 
slide; it was given to me by the soil conservation people. the hill country, if 
you drive through the hill country, you’re going to see these series of steps and 
risers on the hillsides. You can see from the interstate highway, you can see it 
everywhere. And it’s going to look like a series of steps and risers that are on the 
hillsides. i’ll show you a little more. the step, there’s very little, but a little piece 
of limestone sticking out. And the riser has a little dirt in between it and the next 
step, a little soil. so here’s a picture, overhead picture of our place after we did 
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the bulldozing, and you can see the hills. the light spots you see are the step and 
the dark spot is the riser. (ill. 7)

so in order to get grass, you’ve got to rest this quite a bit and you’ve got to 
depend on all those little terraces that i made, scarifying the ground. now, here, 
after the fact, you can see once again the step and riser. Where you see the grass 
sticking up, that’s on the riser. And in between where you don’t see it the lime-
stone shelf is covered with just a few inches of a seed from seep mully. it’s not 
a grass that cattle like. but here’s why i like it, and why you would like it too 
and why Mother nature likes it, because it holds back the runoff of water. And 
that’s the important thing. (ill. 8)

7
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so i like to tell about this one, 
too. this was a gully that was 12 
to 14 foot deep. And my neigh-
bor where i showed you all the 
cedar, that is still there. over the 
years the rainfall coming down 
has carried what little precious 
soil he has. there were two auto-
mobile bodies in that thing, and 
we smashed them down with the 
bulldozer, and over the period of 
these last, well, it didn’t take 41 
years, it took less than 15, and 
that’s filled completely up. that’s 
the fence when we built it; that’s 
the fence today. it backed up over 
100 yards, 12, 14 foot of soil com-
ing off the neighbor’s land, and we 
had to raise the fence up.  (ill. 9)

one of the other things, this 
is not too good of a slide, but on 
your left there you see all those or-

ange flags. A lot of people go into restoration and maybe you don’t spend a lot 
of money, but it does take a lot of time. And you remove some of these woody 
species. And, folks, i’m not here just to lay it on to cedar, there’s other woody 
species which will always take over if you abuse the grass. but on the cedar, 
you got to think how thick that was in those previous images. there are liter-
ally tens of thousands, if not hundreds of thousands of those little blue berries 
laying there in the shade down in the mulch underneath the trees. And when 
you remove that cover, that little cedar berry says, free at last. free at last. god 
almighty, i’m free at last.

And represented by all of those orange flags, we discovered that for every 
one of those major cedar trees that we took out, 38 replaced it. And that’s what 
those pink and orange tags you see are about. And when you first begin this 
process, once again, you can’t sit back once you start a project—and i say to 
you never initiate any action that you’re not prepared to sustain. i don’t care if 
you’re starting a business or starting a marriage, don’t get into it if you don’t 
intend to keep it up.

so at the beginning there’s only two ways you can get rid of this. You want to 
put a bunch of spanish goats on there; they’ll eat it. the trouble is, they’re going 
to eat all the good stuff you’re trying to preserve as well. or you can do it with 
what we call a prescribed burn. but you’re not going to have a prescribed burn 
for the first five, six, seven years because you don’t have any fuel. so the only 
way you can get rid of those, to my knowledge, is using loping shears. once you 
own property—here you guys are all past that age—but i always have 10 or 15 
pair of loping shears there, and anybody that comes up, i say, “Well, let’s take a 
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walk, i’ll show you the place,” and i hand them a well-oiled pair! give each one 
of them a pair of loping shears and show them how to cut with them. 

i’ve got to step back to tell you that when you start this kind of a program, 
you don’t just bulldoze in there and go at it. You’ve got to do a biological survey 
of your property. You’ve got to be doing an ecological survey of your property. 
When we did all those things, first the soil conservation guy said, i’ve never 
worked with anybody like you. And he told me it’ll take 41 acres of this grass 
to support one cow. 

We worked with travis Audubon in Austin, texas, the san Antonio Audu-
bon in san Antonio, and bastrop Audubon just east of Austin. We did and still 
do year-round bird counts. At the time we had only 48 bird species, less than 
50 bird species. 

there wasn’t a drop of water on this entire 5500 acres. i drilled seven wa-
ter wells, 500 foot deep. i never got a drop of water. today we have 214 bird 
species, we have water all through the place, we have 6,000 visitors a year, we 
pasture a cow on 18 acres, not 41, and we do not have a single water well on the 
place. We don’t have a single pressure pump or motor. All of the water comes 
from sources that did not exist until we began working with the land, working 
with Mother nature, and that big secret was removal of the lot of woody spe-
cies that had encroached due to human impact, mismanaged land, poor land 
stewardship and getting grass. (ill. 10)

two and a half years after we began the process this began to show. When 
you see that moss, you know there’s some moisture. When you see maiden hair 
fern, you know there’s some moisture. this is way back up on a cliff on a hill-
side. You won’t even get close to it with a truck. We saw that in August. What 
is all that green? up there we went, and we discovered water dripping. And the 
next day with picks and shovels and crowbars, we went up and dug it out. then 
the next day, carrying heavy bags of concrete in buckets up to that spot and we 
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dug it out and cased it all in. And that only produced a gallon of water a minute, 
which is enough water to take care of a family of four, if you can contain it.  
so there’s the little enclosure that we did. And as these other little seeps and 
springs developed across the ranch, and today there’s eleven, we did this one. 
(ill. 11)

 And this one is so remarkable because there’s nothing to it. it’s a tile off of 
a chimney. on the right where it doesn’t show we had that seepage, about 12 
foot just seeping out of solid limestone. We chiseled in there about 10 foot, and 
we took a pVc pipe, drilled hundreds of holes in it, slipped it in there, and then 
cemented it over and the water come out of that rock, out of that stone and 
flowed over to this tile, and out of that tile into cisterns where we could then let 
it drain into our homes.

i have a book out. it’s the third, and i’m bragging now, the third-best-selling 
book, texas A&M university press produced in 2007. it’s in its fourth printing. 
the title of the book is Water From Stone. And that’s a biblical theme too. the 
university press chose the title. but it’s so fitting for all that we’ve accomplished. 
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for a place that had no water, there’s two 6,000 gallon tanks. so with every one 
of these little seeps or springs we collect this water. We have over 40,000 gallons 
of it in storage. (ill. 12)

And all of these seeps and springs are at the top 125 foot of the hilltops so 
we can gravity flow it. We gravity flow it as much as four miles to houses and 
buildings that we have on the ranch. And then when all those cisterns are full, 
well, a float comes up just like it does in a commode at home. it shuts it off and 
the water shifts over to our earthen tanks where fish and birds can come and 
any wildlife can drink.

this is an interesting 
thing. this is not my 
slide either. this was 
produced by the uni-
versity, and it shows 
the difference between 
grass and oak trees 
and cedar trees. (ill. 
13) And if you look 
real close, if you were 
in a one-inch rainfall 
in a cedar break, only 
20 percent of that one-

inch rain would ever reach the earth; if you’re under oak trees, you would get 
almost 54 percent of the water reaching the earth. 

but when you have grass, you get 82 percent of the one-inch rain reaching the 
earth, and that’s what replenishes aquifers, that’s what makes creeks run, that’s 
what makes wells work, and that’s where your clean water comes from, filtered 
out by the root systems of grasses. it doesn’t seem possible that a cedar tree, 
with those little tiny needles like the lead of a pencil, would have more surface 
area in those leaves of a cedar than there is of an oak.

here’s the secret. in ranching, we have a couple of hundred mother cows, 
we have 500 goats, we have about 85 African antelope. everything we do on 
selah, bamberger ranch, is not designed to demonstrate one thing, but to show 
everyone as a model that you can be a rancher with your cattle or your goat or 
your sheep, you could be a conservationist, you could be an environmentalist, 
you can protect everything for everyone. it’s not exclusive. You don’t have to 
be one or the other. You just have to be good at it, and you’ve got to keep your 
eye on the ranch. 

so we have a little cliché that applies to you people, too, in your homes, 
and that cliché is, When grazing you take half and you leave half. so when you 
turn your cattle in to a pasture, you’ve observed how much grass you have and 
you watch them by the day, and as they graze it back down, you move them to 
another pasture. You mow your lawn at home—most everybody sets the thing 
too close. it requires more water, there are more insects, it needs more fertilizer, 
they’re more susceptible to worms and parasites in your grasses. And so you can 
see when you take the top that, if you take too much off, your root systems of 
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the grasses begin to shrink, you get spaces in between, and then the next thing 
you know, a woody specie is able to grow.

We didn’t invent our rain machine. this is steven fulton, he’s six foot eight, 
he’s our biologist and a wonderful human being, just finishing his master’s de-
gree at texas state and moving on to the doctorate. but our rain machine dem-
onstrates those two trays there on the right. You’ve got the cedar tree on the left 
and we replaced it with grass. We put five gallons of water in the top and pull 
the lever. it simulates a one inch rainfall because there’s 200 hypodermic needles 
putting water down on each one of those surfaces. i mean if you built one of 
those, if you try to buy 400 hypodermic needles, you know you may have the 
Atf folks at your door.  (ill. 14)

You get the questions. but that shows this rainfall hitting these two land-
scapes. Within one minute the rainfall on the tray on the right is not having 
runoff and it’s carrying—you see the muddy water—it’s carrying the soil right 
with it. on the left, we very rarely ever get any runoff water. And seven minutes 
after we start the rain machine it starts coming out in the second jar, fresh clean 
water. i don’t do it anymore because i passed the baton to young people that 
we’ve brought in there, but i used to pick that up and drink it. can you imagine 
how it was a good show but it wasn’t too tasty!

Another thing, remember i said we went from 48 bird species to 214? We do 
bird counts three times a year, religiously ever since i’ve been there. And as the 
habitat improved, the next time we were up to 60 bird species, and then 70 and 
then 75 and then 100 and so on. As the habitat improved, you could graph it, 
and you could just see those bird species increase.

now why? You look on the right tray, on the right corner of that tray, i’ve 
got a thermometer. the soil under that cedar tree is 17 degrees hotter in July 
and August than it is over on the grass edge. so the bird species went up for 
two reasons. one, more bugs and organisms could grow and the bird could eat 
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the seed of the grass or he could 
peck around and scratch and get 
the insects out of the grass. 

holistically it all works to-
gether. And, you know, it doesn’t 
take money; it just takes a pas-
sion for it and tenacity. You’ve 
got to stay with it. there’s no 
instant success on restoration. 
Mother nature doesn’t work, 
buy garden shears. You’ve got 
to stay with it. remember never 
initiate an action that you’re un-
able to sustain. don’t get into 
it if you don’t want to follow 
through.

okay. i’m wearing you out 
with that one. there’s a yellow 
indian grass, wonderful grass.  
(ill. 15) that isn’t going to grow 
on the hillsides; it’ll grow on the 

tops and in the valleys. there’s Margaret, my wife, in switchgrass. (ill. 16)

You can see in both cases that the grass was very tall, five and six foot. And 
this is just a prairie scene of all kind of native grasses. there’s indicator grass. 
it’s called bushy bluestem, and any time you see that there has been water close 
to the surface. that’s Margaret. And we’ve shared the ranch with literally thou-
sands, tens of thousands of people. they’re invited there to a grass workshop. 
We used to have 72 species of grass on the grass trail. We’ve taken it back to 
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20 because nobody could learn that many species in a one-day workshop. so 
we cut back to the most important grasses. About 50 percent of our guests 
are landowners that just bought land. there’s our grass trail that shows you. 
that’s your big bluestem, a very desirable grass, very rare in the hill country.  
(ill. 17)

grass and water go together. for a place that didn’t have a drop of water, this 
is what we call Madrone lake. And the water’s so clear you can see down 10, 
12 feet. this is one we call a summer rain tank, and another water, two creeks 
that run that create the sound and the beauty. 
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 that’s what stephen f. Austin came through when he saw the beauty of 
texas. (ill. 18) he saw water, he saw the tall grasses, he saw the trees. he saw 
what a lot of us have missed in the hill country and in other parts of texas due 
to the fact that we weren’t good stewards of land.

We weren’t thinking. We were thinking, as the historian told us, but not 
thinking ahead. We were doing like when bromfield came back to the states 
from europe and discovered his grandparent’s farm abandoned, we’ll just move 
on. Water, water. this is coming in. this is where that first scene with the yellow 
flowers, it was right there. And all of this water. 

this is the latest project. the lower colorado river Authority, the board 
of directors were out just two weeks ago. here the texas Water development 
board was out two months ago. they said, bamberger, where did you come up 
with this idea? oh, i said, i didn’t come up with it. You didn’t? i said, no, the 
phoenicians were doing this 5,000 years ago. (ill. 19)

so what did we do? i came up with a plan for the future. even my own staff 
over there thought i was goofy. i want to build 28 miles of stone berms on the 
hillsides on this property. twenty-eight miles. i’ve only got three and a half of it 
done. And they’re designed to slow down the runoff of water.

And up on the top i’m building 12 miles of these—i call them water pans. 
this is just one view of them. the reason for the stone berms across them, be-
cause the land is not level, it runs downhill and i didn’t want the water to run 
and create a gulley. then here, this one is on the very tops of the hills. this and 
all the other structures don’t require equipment, it just takes labor, hand labor. 
except this is a half-moon on top of the hill. it required a dozer. (ill. 20)

And this was so interesting. it was pouring down rain, but when this got 
done, in 48 hours that water—that’s solid limestone under there—in 48 hours 
it had gone through hairline cracks. i built this 125 foot down, and under the 
lid right there i’ve got pipe and valves and hose bibs and everything and stop-
watching containers to measure it. Within 48 hours of that first rain that came 
after this construction began, i was able to pick up an extra gallon a minute 
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coming out of the sides of these hills 
and into my little water feature there 
that birds and cattle and wildlife can 
water. this is where we teach a lot of 
children about critters.
 now there’s your 125 foot on top 
of the hills where those berms were, 
that’s where the water pans and that 
water is slowed down and given time 
to soak in. so we do a workshop on 
this we title it, Water, how to get it 
Where there Ain’t Any.

it blows people’s minds that we 
don’t have water wells. We don’t have 
them, no motors and pressure tanks. 
this is our historical marker. i love 
this one. this is the only thing on our 
place that’s contrived. i made it up. 
(ill. 21)

it’s in Memory of Man. two mil-
lion b.c., 2000 and question mark A.d., hey, we’re moving in on that. When’s 
the world coming to an end as we know it?  it says, he who once dominated the 
earth destroyed it with his own waste, his poisons and his own numbers. And 
i put the historical marker sign up there. And when i first put it up, this tickled 
me to death, every single individual that drove in there said, “oh, my god, did 
he find davy crockett or somebody out there then?”

And they’d stop and read that. i put this—i’d love to tell you this one because 
it’s kind of funny. A friend gave me the stone. i took it to a stone carver in san 
Antonio and, of course he took off his hat, put his hand over his heart, thinking 
i’d come in to get a tombstone made.

After a little small talk he said, “Well, Mr. bamberger, who will we be hon-
oring here?” And i whipped this out. he puts his hat back on, he said, “i’ll be 
damned. i’ve carved tombstones for canaries, horses, and donkeys. first time i 
ever buried the whole human race!”
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that was a lot of fun. but it’s where we meet everybody that comes. We do 
about 3,000 school children a year and we work primarily with title 1 schools. 
Margaret and i learned that in the state of texas, this is sad, that 100 percent of 
our title 1 schools were failing in science. failing in science on the state-man-
dated tests. We thought we could do something about it. We came up with an 
idea. We went to Metz elementary school in the eastern part of Austin, a title 
1 school. And title 1 schools are where the children’s parents are so poor that 
the children get a federally funded breakfast and lunch. it’s not racist to say it’s 
primarily brown and black. but we do one in san Antonio, bonham elementary 
school, where all the kids are white, and most of the mothers are in battered 
women shelters. but the kids are failing in science. they never get out. they 
never walk on grass; they walk on concrete and blacktop. so we went there and 
we said we had this program. the school principal said, sounds wonderful, but 
we don’t have any money for that. Well, you don’t need money. You bring these 
kids, it’s on us. We feed the kids seven meals; we have them three days and two 
nights. the only obligation is for the school to get the kids to us—no cost to 
the taxpayers not a penny, the school not a penny, the parents not a penny. We 
have them at the ranch for three days and two nights. And i have the testimony, 
the only thing i asked the school principal to do, and this is 10 years ago, to 
quantify what we were doing. did the experience they had at bamberger ranch 
really amount to something? for the elementary in east Austin, the only one 
that i have on tape, the failing rate was 80 percent, we reversed it to passing rate 
of 80 percent. We only had the children three days. 

When some of these children arrive, the biologist, steven fulton, sometimes 
has trouble with even getting some of the children off the school bus. it’s so for-
eign to them. And they’re pretty hyper, they’re hard to work with in a way, but 
by the time they leave, they’re holding on to big steve with their arms, his legs. 
they don’t even want to go home, because in three days and two nights we’ve 
changed their lives. And if i tell you some of the things that happened, you’ve 
never had it happen to you. for example, big steve can imitate birds so well that 
you know it’s a bird. And he takes these children out at night, and they’re scared 
to death, sits them down in a classroom in a valley and he says, now, be quiet 
i’m going to call and talk to an owl. he lifts his lips and imitates a screech owl. 
And off, a quarter of a mile away, a screech owl answers. he tells those children, 
be very quiet; you won’t get hurt. he does it again. A screech owl answers. it’s 
only 100 yards away. he does it one more time and the screech owl comes in 
and lands from me to you. And steven turns on that two-beam light and shines 
it in that owl’s face, and that owl says, oh, i’ve been taken and flies away.

but the children are blown away. colleen gardner, our executive director 
now, i hired her right out of the peace corps, one of the greatest programs 
American ever had. When she came with us she didn’t know a cardinal from a 
sparrow. she knows all her birds, grasses, trees, now because we’ve taught her 
all of that. but she’s also taught herself beekeeping. And she goes out with these 
children. they’re all about this far away as you people in the front row. And she 
says, now, after she takes the hive apart, and she gives each kid a sample of this 
honey, she said, i need four very brave children to help me clean this up. And 
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she recruits four brave children and she assures them, You will not get hurt. i 
promise you, you will not get hurt. she has them come up to the centrifuge, and 
lets all the kids put their hands and their fingers down in that honey. they’re 
dripping with honey. And she says, now, come on, you won’t get hurt. And she 
has them stretch their arms out and open their hands. thirty seconds after she 
does that, their hands are covered with bees, all over them. Ah, ah, ah, ah. And 
then a minute later all the bees are gone and their hands are just as clean. that’s 
how i clean my equipment up here.

bees. do you think the children, when they look at colleen, they call her 
Queen colleen? she puts a little tiara on. And big steve, do you know why they 
hold on to his leg, why they don’t want to go home? We put the child back into 
Mother nature, and they begin to see. i’m the last person that gets to see them. 
i’m 82 years old and i still do it with enthusiasm. i’m the last one to see them. i 
say, “how would you like to grow up and be like big steve or Queen colleen?” 
And i say, “You can. You can know all the things they know, you can have a 
job like they do. but you’ve got to learn. You’ve got to value what’s happening 
to you here and what happens to you when you go back to your school. You’ve 
got to ask your teachers so many questions—don’t be afraid to ask questions, 
until she’s sick of you asking questions.” And the teachers are right there with 
them, you know, when i tell them that. “And you’ve got to resist the tempta-
tion to go down in the back alley, head down to Mcdonalds or something, or 
do something that you know you shouldn’t do because it’s not the best for you. 
read books, study, ask questions and you can be just like Queen colleen and 
big steve.” so now here’s these kids are back in school here, and that school 
principal, on a dVd that we produced, has given his testimony that we’ve done 
that with these children. get them on a new path; set their lives on a new path, 
i got way off on that, i’m sorry. 

the reason i told you that was why i always wanted a greenhouse; i couldn’t 
afford it, and that’s the way Jim and i started. he was my tree Aggie, i called 
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him. but a few years ago a gener-
ous donor gave us enough money to 
build a greenhouse. terry hershey 
here just asked me before i stood up 
what we’ve done with selah. “did 
you put a conservation easement on 
your property?” i said, “no.” 

i gave the whole ranch away. it’s 
set up into a foundation, a 501(c)
(3). it’s as deductible as sending your 
donation to your church, and we’ve 
given the property to that founda-
tion. it has an outside board of di-
rectors. And we do look for grant 
money to help us with some of the 
school programs.

this is some of our tree planting. 
(ill. 22) We’ve planted over 4,000 
trees. that’s one in a grow bag. We 

get them up that big so we can have an instant tree. that bag that weighed 85 
pounds and took some effort just to move it at all.

And this i’m so proud of too. this is a federal- and state-listed endangered 
plant called a texas snowbell, styrax texanus. (ill. 23) scientist, biologist, fed-
eral people claimed there were only 80-some of these plants in the whole world, 
all of them in texas, the texas snowbell. steven, colleen, some volunteers, and 
i have discovered more, because we’ve knocked on doors, door-to-door in West 
texas, and ranch-to-ranch. it took me five years to gain access to the first ranch 
where we discovered more than 100 of them. We have collected seed, propa-
gated the plant, and returned the plant to the watershed from which the seeds 
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were first collected. We now have 682 alive and doing well in the ground. i’m 
going to finish up next year with 1,000, then turn it over to somebody else. 
that’s the flower. there is one in the hill country called the sycamore leaf that 
looks almost just exactly like it.  this is colleen gardner, and this was the first 
snowbell that we planted. We come back a couple of years later. We’re now col-
lecting seed off of ones we’ve planted, and we put some of them in corrals that 
are six foot in diameter for protection from browsing. 

i have almost as many big tooth Maples as lost Maples state park. (ill. 24) 
i have 408 bigtooth maples that i planted, just awesome. i have qualified over 
100 boy scouts for their merit badge by planting trees. We do the workshop on 
tree planting there. We just planted a big basswood. And the school systems, 
they come, the older children, and some from the university system as well are  
studying water critters.

And this one i really love. it was the university of Minnesota exchange stu-
dents. We have the university of texas and university of Minnesota exchange 
students, and they study the Monarch butterfly. these are students from Min-
nesota that came down in the fall, and our students go up there in the spring to 
study the migration of the Monarch butterfly. but i learn from these children, 
these kids, these kids right here. they set out these little tents and everything 
there at the ranch, and i said, Well, what are these for? she said, oh, these are 
for our butterflies. Well, wait a minute, butterflies are flying all over, you don’t 
need a tent that big. they brought out a shoe box and in the shoe box were all 
these envelopes, and they released 1,000 butterflies. they flew down here with 
them in a shoe box. it blew my mind, but i’ve learned a lot about Monarchs just 
from the kids.

this is the facility we built. (ill. 25) We call it the center because i’ve wanted 
to invite people from the left and the right of environmental issues to our ranch, 
and i named it the center because it’s the center aisle in congress where com-
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promises are made sometimes! it’s also the center of a hurricane. right in the 
very center things are calmest. so that’s what we did, and we have done a lot of 
programs, and that’s where adults and children stay. 

We’ve got many outdoor classrooms. this is a bird feeder, six-acre bird feed-
er. plowed it up. We’ve got a high fence around it; the only things that can get 
in is a bird. interesting thing, i have chili patines all around the edge. i didn’t 
want predators to get in and i spread them, and the turkeys came down when 
those patines come up. they ate them and ate them and ate them. My wife said, 
You’re going to get a turkey for thanksgiving. i popped one, picked it up, and 
the breast meat was so hot from the chili patines we couldn’t eat it.

  Another discovery on the ranch 
is dinosaur tracks. (ill. 26) these are 
some of the best ever discovered in 
limestone, edwards limestone. You 
can even see the two toenails. folks, 
this is 105 million years ago. the his-
torian that spoke before me wasn’t go-
ing back that far!

this is an oddball one. (ill. 27) You 
won’t see this anywhere on the planet 
earth. it’s an idea i had. thank god it 
worked. but i asked dr. Merlin tuttle 
at the bat conservation organization, 
do you think i could build a cave? he 
thought it was goofy, but he later on 
said, i think you could. Well, this is 
what i built. You go to an architect 
and tell him you want an architectural 
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plan for a bat cave. he don’t know what you’re talking about. Anyway, we 
built this from scratch ourselves. And last year, working with boston university 
and university of tennessee, they come every first and second of every month 
in summer time to count. last year we had 200,000 Mexican free-tailed bats 
flying out of there. they congregate inside of there, 300 per square foot, 500 per 
square foot for their babies. 

this is where i teach the children about the conservation. i skipped over that 
when i talked about the children, but i ask the children to do a conservation 
project that their teacher can’t do. And they’re excited about that too. i said i 
want you to become the conservator of your family’s culture, your family’s his-
tory. You do that by calling on a grandparent and asking them questions. find 
out why: why’s your name billy, where did he come from, and who’s that, what 
kind of clothes did my mom wear when she was my age, and what kind of toys 
did my dad play with? And you write it into a journal. 

folks, i’m going to tell you, the best letter i ever got in my life came from a 
grandparent. he said, dear Mr. bamberger, i’m 92 years old. My granddaughter 
never gave a hoot about me until she came back from your place. now thank 
you, sir. she comes to see me once a week with a clipboard and a pencil asking 
me all kinds of questions. isn’t that wonderful? 

thank you for listening, folks. it’s been an honor to be with you.



Stewardship of the 
Future

John Cornyn

Mr. George: John cornyn is a native son of bexar county, city of 
san Antonio, educated at trinity university and st. Mary’s univer-
sity law school, practiced law, litigator in san Antonio for several 

years, a state district court judge in san Antonio, sitting on that bench, taking 
all kinds of civil litigation. i was talking last night about the role of our judges, 
and particularly the trial court judges who are dealing with domestic disputes, 
foster children’s issues. Among the more important jobs in America is that per-
son who’s making those decisions in the trial court bench and state courts across 
the united states.
 senator cornyn moved on to be a Justice of the supreme court of texas, 
Attorney general of texas, and has now served eight years as a united states 
senator from texas. he is a leader of the republican party. he has served texas 
in a public way for now most of his life. i give you now, John cornyn, u.s. sena-
tor from texas.

Senator Cornyn: Jim, thank you very much. And thanks to all of you for 
allowing me to be here today. i feel a little intimidated after these last two out-
standing presentations. they really were spectacular, and i want to thank dr. 
brands and Mr. bamberger for their contributions.
 i know some of you are wondering what in the world i am doing here today. 
if you’ve been watching the television, there have been a couple of votes on the 
floor of the us senate this morning, and let me just explain.
 sandy and i had to come back to texas for a funeral of a dear friend on 
thursday. in my conversations with my staff, i was wondering whether we 
should come back to Washington for these votes, i realized that basically every-
one knew that they were going to fail.
 not to get you into the intricacies of senate procedure, but these were cloture 
votes and if the cloture vote fails, debate continues, and of course on the exten-
sion of the expiring tax provisions, the debate is continuing, and hopefully ra-
tional minds will prevail and we’ll come up with an extension of current policy 
for some time.
 but i thought about quoting shakespeare about tales of sound and fury sig-
nifying nothing, and it would seem to kind of describe what was going on in 
Washington. but anyway, i made a commitment to be here, and i’m delighted to 
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have kept that commitment and to be with all of you this morning, just because, 
so thank you very much.
 Well, as Jim said, my topic is a rather highfaluting one, stewardship of our 
patrimony. but since this is a philosophical society, i figure we ought to use a 
ten-dollar word to describe the concept of our inheritance from our forebears as 
Americans. 
 i want to commend Mark and the society for making stewardship an impor-
tant concept, because it is one i think that is too easily forgotten. in the hustle-
bustle world we live in things happen so fast things come at us so quickly it’s 
hard to pause and reflect on the importance of the contributions made by the 
people who have come before us.
  And certainly we stand on the shoulders of giants, people who have sac-
rificed so much and worked so hard to give us what we have not earned, but 
which we have inherited. i think of people like that—and you—i’m sure you 
have people in your own lives, people like my mom and dad. 
 My dad was a b-17 pilot in the Army Air corps in World War ii, the 303rd 
bomb group out of Molesworth Air force base, the 8th Air force in england, 
and flew bombing raids over nazi germany knocking out hitler’s war machine. 
unfortunately, on his 26th mission he was shot down and was captured and was 
a poW. thank goodness for general patton and his Army, or i might not have 
been here today.
 but he was liberated. And, you know, i just reflect on my parents’ sacrifice 
and their devotion, not to themselves, but to their children and to the future and 
how deeply and profoundly they felt their responsibility of being good stewards.
 Well, more than 17 decades ago, a famous frenchman, Alexis de tocqueville, 
visited our young nation, as you know, and made a number of really poignant 
observations about our country that i guess only an outsider could make. he 
said our geography, our demography, our political and economic systems were 
all a subject of great fascination for him.
 he even believed that Americans had an exceptional way of approaching 
philosophical problems. As he put it, “to escape from imposed systems, from 
the yoke of habit, family maxims, class prejudices, and to a certain extent na-
tional prejudices, to treat tradition as valuable for information only, and to ac-
cept existing facts as no more than a sketch to show how things could be done 
better, such,” he said, “are the principles of what i would call the American 
philosophical Method.”
 And so this morning i want to reflect just in the brief time that i’m going to 
be talking and i hope, as Jim said, there is a chance for questions or if you want 
me to just to stand here and listen while you talk, i’ll do that too.
 but i’d like to reflect on three practical applications of what de tocqueville 
called the American philosophical Method, or to state it another way, three 
ways that America can remain an exceptional nation, and what we must do to 
remain good stewards of our inheritance of this extraordinary nation.
 Well, i think one of the first things we need to do is to be good stewards of 
our free enterprise economic system, the foundation of the private sector and 
the economic growth that has provided opportunity and jobs for so many. i 
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know sometimes it can seem counterintuitive, particularly during a time like 
we’ve been through during this financial crisis when people have grown to dis-
trust business, Wall street, and the like, to talk about the importance of defend-
ing our free enterprise system, particularly at a time when about 15 million 
Americans remain unemployed, and when we are recovering, as i said, from the 
worst financial crisis since the great depression.
 it could also seem counterintuitive to say that free enterprise is exceptionally 
American, when we actually inherited it from others, the entrepreneurial capi-
talism that was first developed in europe, and which has now spread to china, 
india, and dozens of other nations to help them recover from their failed poli-
cies of statism and protectionism, and in the process become much stronger tent 
poles in the global economy.
 in fact, these days it may seem that America is the country that is somehow 
hesitant to fully embrace the free enterprise system, and is perhaps wavering 
somehow in our commitment to open markets and economic freedom. now 
there’s no need to go into what’s happening in Washington these days to talk 
about why our trading partners, and maybe the rest of the world, are sensing 
a hesitancy on the part of this great nation. it’s easy to see though our policies, 
whether it relates to fiscal policy, monetary policy, or regulatory policy, but 
i would simply put that our great state, i think, remains a beacon that dem-
onstrates that policy matters, that policy can facilitate a situation where the 
entrepreneurs, the investors, and the free enterprise system can create economic 
growth and opportunity and jobs. 
  i’m not going to say anything about california in contrast, by the way. but 
i believe in good stewardship of our free market systems—i mean we need to 
look beyond the temporary policy debates of today and recognize that economic 
liberty remains one of the cornerstones of the American way of life.
 Abraham lincoln may have put it best, as he seems so often to do, when he 
said, “i don’t believe in a law to prevent a man from getting rich. it would do 
more harm than good.” so while we do not propose any war on capital, we 
do wish to allow the humblest man, we’d have to add woman today, an equal 
chance to get rich with everybody else. that’s what economic freedom is all 
about. 
 And sometimes we fail to think about what the benefits of this economic 
freedom that we enjoy has on the humblest man and woman, but it clearly does 
benefit them as well. economic freedom has lifted millions of people around the 
world out of poverty. economic freedom has made it possible for immigrants 
from all over the world to come to America and to live the American dream. 
economic freedom continues to foster innovation and new technologies which 
have raised the standard of living for everyone.
  economic freedom creates a broader material prosperity than any other sys-
tem known to humankind, as well as a completely different way of relating to 
one another as human beings. After all, buyers and sellers treat each other dif-
ferently than do a benefactor and a supplicant. 
 people with real economic choices have far more dignity than those whose 
only choice is to obey the command of a dictator, a party leader, or a war lord. 
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even here in America no one will ever argue that private businesses could learn 
a thing or two about customer service from the internal revenue service or the 
department of Motor Vehicles.
 now Adam smith, the father of free markets, developed ideas that grew out 
of a reflection on public virtue. And, of course as you know, he was a moral phi-
losopher before he was the world famous economic philosopher. he observed 
that economic freedom helps to promote what he called the moderate virtues 
of self-discipline, prudence, and civility. And added is what Arthur brooks, the 
current head of the American enterprise institute, has called earned success.
 now Arthur brooks has written a little book, about 128 pages long, that i 
would commend to all of you. it’s called The Battle. And what he describes in 
there is what he calls the new war basically, or battle between those who believe 
in bigger government as the answer and those, on the other hand, who believe 
in the free enterprise system as most consistent with our economic liberty and 
our political liberty.
 but he argues that earned success is what makes people happy, much more 
than material wealth or quality of economic outcomes as a result of a redistri-
bution of wealth. As he puts it, earned success means the ability to create value 
honestly. earned success is the stuff of entrepreneurs, and also what parents 
experience when their children do well, what social innovators feel when they 
change lives, and what artists feel when they create something of beauty. 
 earned success is what makes America, and particularly our state, such an 
attractive place for newcomers. those of you who remember the movie, “field 
of dreams,” remember the phrase, if you build it, they will come. Well, a soci-
ety based on earned success is like that baseball diamond. As we have built it, 
particularly as our forebearers have built it, people have come, and we’ve been 
enriched and improved our great country and opportunities as a result.
 unfortunately we don’t have time today, Jim, to talk about that immigration 
issue that you reflected on earlier where you had all these Americans, illegally 
immigrating into Mexico.
 i would simply put that earned success is one of the things that makes Amer-
ica, continues to make America, an attractive destination for immigrants in the 
first place. And the challenge for us as stewards of this remarkable engine of 
earned success is to recognize that, yes, if you build it, they will come, but so too 
if you destroy it, they will go elsewhere.
 our children deserve to inherit not only economic freedom, but political free-
dom as well. And so good stewardship is required here as well. unfortunately, 
our children’s future choices have already been severely restricted by the debt 
that we passed on down to them, or we’re prepared to pass on down to them 
unless we act heroically and courageously to correct it.
 Many Americans recognize that the national debt is a fiscal and economic 
burden, of course, because our debt now is roughly $14 trillion. Jon fleming, i 
think it was, was talking about what a trillion is, and it’s just really more than 
we can actually contemplate. but $14 trillion is our national debt. And now 40 
cents out of every dollar being spent in Washington, d.c., is borrowed money. 
forty cents on the dollar. 
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 some Americans have seen this growing mountain of debt as a national se-
curity risk, which it absolutely is. Just ask the chairman of the Joint chiefs of 
staff, Admiral Mike Mullen, who said that, our mounting debt is the biggest 
threat to our national security. secretary of state hillary clinton said, “the debt 
undermines our capacity to act in our own interest and also sends a message of 
weakness internationally.”
 And you know who the principal purchaser of that debt is, not a benign 
influence in the world, not necessarily someone upon whose tender mercies we 
would care to depend. Yet the most obvious and direct impact of the debt is that 
it limits the choices available for the next generation. every dollar of interest we 
pay on the national debt, not to mention principal, is a dollar our children will 
not have the freedom to spend as they see fit. every dollar of taxes to pay off the 
debt represents to generations yet unborn taxation truly without representation.
 now the national debt’s nothing new. We know the framers of our constitu-
tion, when they met in philadelphia, had to deal with debt, but they realized the 
Articles of confederation did not empower this national body to deal with it, 
and particularly the debt incurred as a result of the American revolution.
 one of the great achievements of Alexander hamilton, our first secretary of 
the treasury, was to come up with a way to refinance the debt of the states as 
well as put the federal government on a sound financial footing. Yet today the 
debt represents a challenge to the very legitimacy of our constitutional system 
and our legacy of political freedom.
 i say this not because of the historic size of the debt, although when it comes 
to debt, size does matter. i say it because the debt seems to be growing out of our 
constitutional control, or at least our will to control. congress has not yet been 
able to agree how to keep total revenue spending in line with the total revenues, 
total spending in line with revenues.
 this may shock you; the president’s not even required to submit a balanced 
budget to congress each year under the budget Act. president obama’s own bi-
partisan debt commission cannot reach a consensus on the choices necessary to 
balance our budget. i would encourage you, by the way, to find on the website 
of the fiscal commission, a 66-page report, you can download it and read it for 
yourself. it’s more than a sobering description, not partisan in any way, but a 
factual description of where we are and the challenges that face us.
 Well, some argue that the big problem is entitlement spending, social secu-
rity. You know, we’ve heard about the scourge of the baby boomers growing up 
and becoming now eligible for these programs, and fewer and fewer workers 
working to pay into the programs, and more people qualifying for these entitle-
ments because they are so-called mandatory spending. 
 congress doesn’t appropriate money for those. it says you are eligible if you 
meet these criteria, and the obligation indeed is open-ended. but we’ve seen even 
last week that congress has an unwillingness to take even the first small step in 
adopting a moratorium on congressionally directed spending, or earmarks, a 
process that’s become abused over the years, and which has become a symbol of 
wasteful Washington spending.
 now i believe there is a solution to this challenge, and i think it is, quite sim-
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ply, not a new solution, but a balanced budget amendment to the constitution. 
it’s not revolutionary. forty-nine states, i believe, either have a statutory or a 
constitutional obligation to balance the budget. the state of texas does, and our 
state legislators and our state leadership will have to do that when they convene 
after the first of the year.
 i’m going to introduce a joint resolution in congress after January 1, that 
we adopt a balanced budget. Again, it’s not a new solution, it’s not a new idea, 
but it is a way to force the congress to match up expenditures with revenue in 
a way that every family, every business, everyone in America, almost virtually 
every state, everybody who can’t print money, and who can’t borrow the money 
has to do.
 so i think that while we’ve seen an incredible political movement arise here 
over the last year in America, sometimes called the tea party Movement. they 
are a diverse lot of people, some disaffected party members on both sides of 
the aisles and independents alike. one of the things i think we’ve seen a politi-
cal reaction to on november 2 was not just spending and debt, although that 
was part of it, but the deeper relationship and concern about the relationship 
between the people and their government at the federal level.
 now this, again, is not a new issue, but it has come clearly into focus for 
us. back in Merry old england, when edmund burke was commenting on this 
issue, about what’s happening in America. he said, “leave the Americans as 
they anciently stood, do not burden them by taxes, you are not used to do so 
from the beginning.” he said, “no one will be argued into slavery, that is legal 
slavery will be no compensation either to their feelings or their understanding.”
 but the british didn’t listen to burke, but i submit that we still can. We can 
start by respecting rather than patronizing or marginalizing those who have 
very real and legitimate concerns about the direction of our federal government. 
And rather than discouraging them or deprecating their participation as guar-
anteed under the first Amendment to petition their government for the redress 
of grievances, i think we ought to welcome more of our citizenry to the political 
debate. We need their help, we need the participation of as many people as we 
can get.
 And so i would say that there’s two ways that we can deal with a balanced 
budget amendment under Article five of the constitution. the traditional one 
is it would emanate from the Judiciary committee in the senate, on which i sit. 
the constitution subcommittee would pass a resolution, it would go to the full 
Judiciary committee, then it would come to the floor of the senate as it last did 
in the early ‘90s, where it fell two votes short from passage.
 A second way of doing it, and really they can operate along parallel paths, 
is a constitutional convention. now believe it or not, this has been seriously 
debated and discussed over the years, but at a time where our deficits were a 
fraction of what they are today. 
 so if 34 states, for example, thought a constitutional convention was a good 
idea in the 1990s, how much more compelling an idea would it be in 2010 
when our deficit is multiples of what it was back then. And how much better 
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can we demonstrate the very rationale of our democracy, which is the source of 
legitimacy of government, comes from the consent of the governed, not from 
top down solutions dictated by elected leaders or others.
 so the traditional concern about a balanced budget or a convention would 
be that there would a runaway convention, all sorts of nutty ideas would be 
proposed by a constitutional convention, and they would become part of our 
constitution and ruin our country. but, you know, our founding fathers were 
pretty smart. they prescribed in Article five that three-quarters of the states 
would have to ratify any constitutional amendment, and i think that provides 
the check on a potential runaway convention. 
 so i think now may be the time, unlike any time we’ve seen before where the 
mood of the country and the opportunity to not only preserve what we have, 
but to extend those blessings to our children and grandchildren may require this 
sort of extraordinary effort.
 the third way we must be stewards of our patrimony is by vigorously de-
fending America’s role as a global leader. now, unlike our heritage of economic 
and political freedom, America’s position as a benign global hegemony is rela-
tively new. president Washington, as you know, in his farewell address, advised 
against permanent alliances with other nations, entangling alliances. 
 John Quincy Adams, then secretary of state under president Monroe, memo-
rably articulated America’s global outlook this way. he said, “Wherever the 
standard of freedom and independence has been or shall be unfurled, there will 
her heart, her benedictions and her prayers be. but she goes not abroad in search 
of monsters to destroy. she is a well-wisher of freedom and independence of all. 
she is the champion and vindicator only of her own.”
 of course, inelegantly stated, my translation of what he meant was that 
America is not a threat to the freedom of others around the world, America has 
a history and a tradition, and indeed a culture of liberating people who have 
known only the boot heel of oppressors and domination from dictators.
 today i think it’s really indisputable that America remains the most reliable 
defender of security, liberty, and freedom. dozens of nations in europe, Asia, 
and the Middle east owe their freedom and independence to the constant vigi-
lance and heroic sacrifice of the united states, including that of our men and 
women in uniform.
 Well, so let’s change from Washington and Adams’ time to today. not the 
wisdom of the founders, but indeed i think ever since pearl harbor we have 
realized here in America that we cannot ignore what is happening around the 
world, because those forces will, if we try to ignore them, come here and find 
us, as they did in World War ii. Within months after that attack at pearl harbor, 
we obviously were engaged in a world war. And then on september 11, 2001, 
another day of fire. Again, at a time when perhaps we thought we could ignore 
what is happening around the world, America’s enemies found us here at home. 
  suffice it to say that America has become a steward of a complex set of 
global responsibilities that the founders could have probably never imagined 
or foreseen, but which our political inheritance, thankfully, has been flexible 
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enough for us to be able to manage. We steward responsibilities which our 
economic inheritance, at least so far, has enabled us to support, and which our 
children should be proud to call their own.
 now this forms what sometimes is called American exceptionalism, this ap-
preciation of America’s imperfect but nevertheless benign global hegemony, has 
become much more controversial in recent years as you know. And i’m not talk-
ing about the difference of opinion over specific policies. 
 We can, and we should, have honest, open, and transparent debates about 
our strategy in Afghanistan. We can discuss the efficacy of the stArt treaty 
that the president has entered into with the russians, which will be debated and 
voted on in the united states senate, as well as our approach to real threats to 
our safety and security like iran and north Korea and so on.
 What i’m talking about is the common conviction that was handed down to 
us, and which i believe we must maintain in good stewardship, a common convic-
tion that America has been, and will be, a continued force for good in the world. 
 that despite our mistakes, our missed opportunities, and unintended conse-
quences, America has managed our global responsibilities more selflessly than 
any other global power in history, and has done so more successfully than many 
of our critics ever thought possible.
 recently, however, it’s become more in vogue to have an internalized view 
of some of our nation’s most strident critics. charles Krauthammer, one of my 
favorite commentators, delivered a lecture talking about this world view a year 
ago that he called decline is a choice. in his words, the new internationalism 
goes far beyond its earlier incarnation in its distrust and its distaste for Ameri-
can dominance. for what might be called the new liberalism, the renunciation 
of power is rooted not in the fear that we are essentially good but subject to the 
corruptions of power, but rooted in the conviction that America is so intrinsi-
cally flawed, so inherently and congenitally sinful that it cannot be trusted with, 
and does not merit, the possession of overarching world power.
 now there’s no need to catalog all the ways that this world view has seemed 
to influence our current policies with regard to other countries, and i will sim-
ply observe that public apologies for America have not changed the direction 
of some of our worst adversaries. the real tragedy, i think of this world view 
and turning away from this inheritance, this patrimony, is that it undermines 
the quality of our national character, that we need most right now, and that is 
self-confidence in America and its enduring ideals. in other words, the view that 
America has no more claim to world leadership than cuba, libya, or any other 
current member of the united nations human rights council, is not merely 
false, it’s toxic.
 Without self-confidence those American ideals, tempered of course with hu-
mility, acknowledge that we’re not perfect, and a trust in a greater power than 
ourselves, innumerable tragedies could unfold. the greatest light of liberty that 
the world has ever known could be hidden under a bushel and eventually extin-
guished.
 America could lose what de tocqueville identified long ago as the key to our 
philosophical outlook, the conviction that our present condition is a sketch to 
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show how things could be done better, and our people could lose the sense that 
our nation even has a patrimony worth preserving for the next generation, that 
the notion of stewardship can apply at all to anything i discussed this morning.
 obviously i believe that stewardship of our patrimony is worth discussing, 
and i look forward to hearing from you. to conclude i want to address not only 
what we are stewards of, but who we are stewards for, and that, of course, is 
our succeeding generations.
 first off, or one observation that is more hopeful than the second one, and 
which will probably be a little more controversial, what gives me hope is the 
realization that major educational reforms are underway across the nation that 
will transform the learning environment and expand the horizons of students 
across America and around the world.
 part of the reason is the advent of technology. We’ve developed new tools 
to deliver knowledge and assess student performance. part of the reason is psy-
chology. We’ve learned more about how students learn, how we learn. part of 
the reason is a new consensus in America, in Washington as well as the states, 
that major reforms are needed, and possible. 
 indeed, texas was one of the early pioneers of educational reform in the 
country. but now many states are determined to do as much as we have, and 
perhaps more, and our challenge is to regain innovation initiative. but on a 
much more ominous note, i would say too many of our children are shackled 
by the burdens they bring to school, that prevent them from reaching their god-
given potential, coming as they do from fragile families, which of course matters 
because parents are every child’s first and most important teacher. 
 in my experience as Attorney general, i had the honor of collecting child 
support, among my other duties, for some 1.2 million children. And during the 
time i was Attorney general, thanks to the really heroic efforts of the Attorney 
general staff and our commitment to doing a better job, we improved child 
support collections by 84 percent, collecting about $4 billion in child support 
during those four years. And this is from parents who were legally obligated to 
support their own children, but chose not to do so, either out of spite or just a 
determination that, you know, they were not going to meet their obligations. 
 Well, today we know that about 40 percent of children are born to single 
moms. i want to interject here that i think single moms are perhaps the most 
heroic figures in America today, and nothing i am saying is at all designed to 
criticize them. but we must recognize that when daniel Moynahan wrote his 
famous report in 1965, he wrote a report about the future of the black family 
in America at a time when only about a quarter of black children were born out 
of wedlock. today it’s about two-thirds. today 40 percent, as i said, across all 
racial and ethnic groups of children are born out of wedlock. 
 ron haskins, a scholar with the brookings institute, has written, along with 
a colleague, about the three things that people must do in order to have the 
greatest chance of avoiding a life of poverty. he said they need to graduate from 
high school, they need to delay childbirth until marriage, and they need to have 
employable skills so they can work. those are the simple answers to an alterna-
tive of a life of poverty.
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 What we are seeing arise is what experts call multi-partner fertility in which 
both moms and dads have multiple children by multiple partners. new research 
has confirmed that with each new family transition, each divorce, each break-
up, each new partner, each new sibling by a different partner tends to reduce 
the involvement of the child’s biological parents in his or her life. now reduced 
parental involvement in a child’s life, particularly of fathers, has demonstrated a 
hugely negative consequence on a child’s health, on a child’s sense of well-being, 
and even their cognitive development.
 now i know many of us feel very uncomfortable talking about these mat-
ters because we somehow come to think of these matters as purely private. but 
they do have public consequences. thus i think respectfully, and in a way that 
recognizes the dignity of each human being, we need to find some way to deal 
with it, and to talk about it in a way that’s constructive, in a way that helps us 
make sure the future generations can live up to their potential, so i think it has 
to be a part of the conversation. 
 in some ways the challenge is similar to that of educational reform. for too 
long we’ve presumed that the goal in educational reform is to maximize the 
satisfaction of the adults in the picture, and that the well-being of children will 
somehow miraculously follow. but more and more research seems to confirm 
that what makes adults happy doesn’t always produce the best results among 
children. And indeed some choices by adults put children at greater risk than 
they would otherwise be.
 so i believe that we have to be good stewards in all aspects of our life. And 
i believe fundamentally, if we’re going to be good stewards of what we have 
inherited through no contribution of our own, through no hard work, through 
no sacrifice but that of others, that if we’re going to hand off a patrimony to our 
children and the future generation, that we have our work cut out for us. thank 
you for listening.

Q&A

MAle Voice: John, i am trying to reconcile my knowledge with a couple of 
things you have said that seem to make little sense if you are as concerned about 
the debt as you say you are. You are opposed to raising taxes on those in the top 
income bracket and instead you are focused only on reducing certain expendi-
tures, some of which are likely to have detrimental effects on the economy and 
on the lives of many Americans.
  And the second one has to do with how you plan to work with the tea party. 
i see a substantial number of them elected on themes which indicate that they 
would rather us turn our back more on the world and concentrate on our own 
activities. 

Mr. george: i didn’t say it was going to be easy up here, John.

senAtor cornYn: if it were easy, it wouldn’t be fun, let me talk about the 
tea party first. in this election i think anyone who interprets what happened in 
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this election is an embrace and somehow vindication of the republican party is 
misreading what happened. 
 this is a vote in opposition to what people saw as a very aggressive growth of 
government in a way that made them inordinately uncomfortable, particularly 
the healthcare bill, i think, was the most central part of that because people 
worried about all the takeovers and the spending and the debt. 
 And so in regard to the tea party folks: most public opinion polls i’ve seen 
said some are disaffected democrats, some are people who used to be republi-
cans and now don’t like the republican party so they are on the fence. so we’re 
all on probation is the way i interpret this election. 
 And we know what their concerns are: it’s jobs, spending and debt. if we 
don’t get about addressing their concerns, then i think they will exercise their 
constitutional right to throw the rascals out and to get somebody elected next 
time around who will address their concerns. so that i don’t view it as necessar-
ily a partisan victory for my political party. 
 on the taxes and the debt issue, i don’t believe it makes any sense to raise 
taxes, particularly during a fragile economic recovery. i think we’ve talked a 
lot about stimulus and Keynesian approach to economics which unfortunately 
i think has largely been a failure—spending borrowed money in order to try to 
get the economy going again.
 the idea that we’d have to raise taxes in order to maintain what has been tax 
rates for the last 10 years, strikes me as very odd. Why would you raise taxes on 
some in order to maintain the current tax policy for others? And again, i think 
we’re in this time of potential particularly fragile economic recovery where i 
think if you’re talking about a stimulus, i think tax increases are an anti-stimu-
lus.
 but i think it’s bigger than just taxes. i think it’s the uncertainty of what the 
policies are that are going to be coming out of Washington, d.c. the uncertain-
ty particularly affects the smaller businesses, which are the primary engine of 
job creation, because if you’re going to have a new regulatory burden, let’s say 
you’re in the oil and gas industry and you don’t know what the environmental 
protection Agency is going to be doing next, you cannot plan.
 if you’re a mom and pop operation and you have, let’s say 10 or 20 employ-
ees, you don’t know what your financial obligation is going to be in terms of 
providing government prescribed healthcare benefits, what the cost is going to 
be and the like.
 And so i think there’s a lot of uncertainty, tax policies and others. if you had 
some money to invest in a business or to grow your business and create jobs, 
would you take a chance on doing it when things seem to be moving so much 
and there seems to be so much uncertainty?
 Where i come down is i think we’ve seen the government can’t be the engine 
of job creation or economic growth, it just doesn’t work. it’s the private sector. 
And so what do we need to do in order to encourage the private sector to grow 
the economy and create jobs and opportunity? i think that’s the debate.
 over what kind of tax rates there ought to be, we can have a good conversa-
tion about that. i think we need to overhaul our entire tax system. it’s become 
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inordinately complicated, too many carve outs and special loopholes and subsi-
dies that make no sense. As a matter of fact, the fiscal commission report that 
i commended to you earlier has a large section about basically starting over and 
creating flatter, simpler tax system, and eliminating a lot of the subsidies and 
other provisions which are riddled with special interest exceptions.

MAle Voice: senator, a few of us in the audience are from higher education 
institutions, and the dreamers are getting a lot of discussion right now. perhaps 
the tiny little piece of this we see would be typically the young child who comes 
with his or her parents illegally to the us, then earns a college degree and is 
highly talented, but then can’t get a job without proper paperwork.
  And yet i know you’ve talked about this issue, but it gets all mixed up into 
a whole variety of immigration issues. perhaps you could share with us your 
views about that piece anyway of the immigration issue and how you see that 
playing out.

senAtor cornYn: Well, thank you for the question, it’s a very important 
one. i have a lot of sympathy for these children who have no culpability what-
soever. they’ve came with their parents to the united states, their parents came 
without a visa, they came to get a job, provide more opportunity for their kids, 
but in violation of our immigration laws.
 And we know that in 1986, when ronald reagan signed the last major am-
nesty bill, there were roughly three million people who benefitted from that. the 
trade-off was supposed to be that we would actually then have an enforceable 
system of immigration laws. And people, i think, got the sense that, well, their 
amnesty was granted, but, you know, where’s the enforcement of our immigra-
tion laws?
 And so they lost confidence in the federal government. i think the primary 
problem we have today is people don’t trust the federal government to do what 
it says it is going to do. And, in fact, the federal government is discouraging 
others from trying to fill the gap left by the federal government inaction when it 
comes to border security and particularly in immigration reform.
 so i believe that the dreAM Act, which i voted for in the Judiciary commit-
tee, should be a component of a larger immigration reform bill. there are a lot 
of unanswered questions though as what rights those children would have, let’s 
say, to bring in siblings, parents and others, so-called chain migration, what sort 
of screening we need to do in terms of criminal records, what limits we should 
put on it. 
 but right now the bill that’s on the floor would allow anybody under the 
age for 30 to invoke those provisions. And of course that’s literally millions of 
people who would be included. i think the biggest thing that’s to me the saddest 
about it is this has been used as more of a political football rather than an at-
tempt to find a solution to the problem. i could probably use that description for 
a lot of what happens in Washington these days, but trying to do this in a lame 
duck session of congress, the president wants us to ratify the stArt treaty, 
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and there’s a whole laundry list of things that the majority leader and other want 
us to do between now and christmas, and it’s just not going to happen.
 And so there’s a lot of messages i got back from november 2, but one was 
that my constituents, the American people, want us to know what we’re doing, 
they want us to read the bill, right, they want us to understand what the impact 
is going to be, and they don’t want us just moving things through just for the 
expediency of the moment.
 so i think there’s a time and place to have that debate, that discussion. i wel-
come it. it’s not going to be easy, it’s going to be really hard because you’re going 
to make people mad on the right and the left, but i do think we have to fix it. 
 And i introduced a comprehensive border security and immigration reform 
bill in 2005 with senator Jon Kyl from Arizona, which covered the subject really 
from, you know, soup to nuts, and then we had this debate in 2007. it failed 
because leader reid pulled it off the floor of the senate. 
 i don’t know if you’ve read in president bush’s book—that’s president bush, 
43, george W. bush. he talks about how teddy Kennedy called harry reid, 
who’s the democratic leader, and said, “don’t pull this bill off the floor. give 
us, you know, a few more days, over the weekend, to work this out.” i think if 
he had, we probably could have had a bill, then we would have had the hard job 
of trying to reconcile it through a conference committee.
 but this is right now, i think we have a public trust problem and the public 
doesn’t believe that the federal government’s doing everything is should in terms 
of securing the border, which it’s not, in terms of creating an enforceable system 
which will restore respect for the rule of law. i think if we do those things, the 
American people are enormously compassionate, they’re enormously generous, 
and i think these kids that you and i are both concerned about will be the ben-
eficiary of that. unfortunately, it just is painfully slow.

feMAle Voice: that are six, eight, ten kids in portland, oregon, that my 
daughter and her partner tutored to do well and get through high school, 
and when they get through high school and become 18, they’re criminals. it 
gets mixed up with complete immigration change. And that’s a different story 
than the dreAM Act. And i’d like to know if you’re going to vote against the 
dreAM Act. is that the case?

senAtor cornYn: i think i said a moment ago the last time this was before 
the Judiciary committee i voted for the dreAM Act in the Judiciary commit-
tee as part of an immigration reform bill. 

feMAle Voice: that complicates it. 

senAtor cornYn: Well, it’s a very complicated topic. 

feMAle Voice: i’m focusing on the kids.
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senAtor cornYn: Well, i guess i’d have to respectfully disagree with you. 
obviously—i mean as i tried to preface my remarks, these kids are not culpable. 
they didn’t do anything wrong, but their parents brought them into the country 
without the benefit of complying with our immigration laws, and there are con-
sequences associated with that, and they are suffering as a result of that decision 
by their parents.
 now i’m for trying to figure out some way to give them a lifeline in order for 
them to become productive members of American society. they’re not leaving. 
right? they’re going and they ought to be able to finish their school and get a 
job. but it is part of an overall immigration issue. i guess where you and i would 
disagree is i don’t think we can carve that one issue out.
 And as far as my vote on the dreAM Act, as i told you, i voted for it in 
committee, i will not vote to proceed to passing the dreAM Act in a lame 
duck session of congress without dealing with the other important aspects of 
our broken immigration system like border security and enforcement. i think 
that would be a mistake.

Mr. george: not to censor anybody, do we have questions unrelated to im-
migration?

MAle Voice: senator, Mr. bamberger spoke extremely eloquently about the 
need to preserve our land, to be good stewards of our land. Yet doing so is ex-
ceedingly expensive. 
 And we just came back from rocky Mountain national park, and all the 
rangers that we spoke to said that they don’t have sufficient funds to maintain 
the park, let alone to improve them. Are you willing to vote funds to maintain 
our national parks, and indeed be good stewards of our land?

senAtor cornYn: Well, i think i made clear what Mr. bamberger’s done. 
by and large he’s done it without taxpayer money, which i think is even more 
remarkable. And i hope is a great example. i know he’s already a great example 
for a lot of other people to do the same within their own means.
 but i think i talked about the debt and federal spending, i think you have to, 
again, put it in the context of the overall obligation of the federal government. 
i think we made some real mistakes in terms of proliferating the scope of our 
national park system without committing the resources in order to take care of 
what we have now.
 i agree, they’re short-funded and we need to try to find some way to address 
that. but i’m sorry, i can’t make a commitment to raise appropriations for one 
segment of the federal budget without really having a better understanding of 
what the impact will be elsewhere.
 i think, unfortunately, we’re not in a position to spend more money any-
where. We are in a period of time when we’re going to have to spend less money 
everywhere, and a period of shared sacrifice. that’s my view.

Mr. MclAughlin: senator, i’m concerned about internal security of the 
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united states. And we’ve been very fortunate since the evil events in 2001 of 
not having suffered more. however, we’ve had other incidents reported. And 
without compromising our intelligence, could you tell us whether the risk is 
now greater or less and what is being done to impede these planned attacks?

senAtor cornYn: Well, the risk is real, and it continues, and we have been 
extraordinarily lucky. And not only in times square, but in detroit, this under-
wear bomber as he’s now come to be known, and others where we’ve been able 
to foil attacks before they’ve occurred, but it’s sort of like the hockey goalie. 
You’ve got to stop every single one coming at you, and so far we’ve been very 
fortunate to do so.
  but it raises fundamental questions, and this was part of the presidential 
campaign, but i think the debate continues on what our policy should be toward 
terrorism. should it be to treat them as crimes, which are punished after they 
occur, after the bodies are there and the destruction has occurred, or should it 
also be viewed as an intelligence-gathering event.
 i realize how controversial the detention at guantanamo bay has been. i’ve 
been there myself. i can tell you that it is a high quality facility and that we, i 
think at our own risk, deny ourselves information that we could obtain by ques-
tioning those we detained there from the battlefield trying to kill Americans, 
or plot and plan another 9/11. so part of it is sort of getting our brain around 
the new world we’re living in now, which is not just strictly a law enforcement 
model, one that we’re all familiar with where you punish after the fact, but how 
do you stop it before it occurs. And that puts a huge burden on our intelligence 
community to get the information consistent with our values as a country.
  You know, one of the things that really kind of pained me during the de-
bates in the last eight or ten years is where it was alleged that America tortured 
people. Well, torture is a legal definition, and i realize people use the word col-
loquially and not without regard to a legal definition.
  but i believe the legal authorities that have reviewed what America did do 
under extraordinary circumstances to prevent another 9/11 attack were a mat-
ter of necessity, and i do believe they were. they did not cross that line into il-
legal activity because, of course, torture is illegal both to a domestic legal matter 
as well as a matter of our internationally treaty obligations.
 All these are enormously controversial and challenging. We all sort of oper-
ate from a different information base of what the nature of the threat is, but i 
will tell you that the threat continues to be very real. there are people that want 
to kill innocent Americans, and it is the first and foremost obligation of the fed-
eral government, in my view, and i think in the view of most people, to protect 
the American people. And so we need to do so consistent with our laws and our 
values.

Mr. george: senator, the last question before we take our lunch break. i 
ask about patrimony as stewardship of the past and what we inherited. one of 
the things we inherited, and while i was in college in the 1960s, was a distribu-
tion of income whereby the amount of money held by the top 1 percent was a 



58 the philosophical society of texas

relatively small fraction of the entire wealth of America. today that has gone up 
20 times since ronald reagan was president. We have the wealth of America 
predominantly in the hands of fewer and fewer people every year.
   if we go look at the patrimony of America, the equality of opportunity and 
the equality of reality, what do you believe, if anything, we should do to try to 
restore an historic relative equality so that we don’t continue to have a greater 
and greater percentage of our wealth in the hands of fewer and fewer people?

senAtor cornYn: Well, i think it’s a question of carrots and sticks, it’s a 
question of incentives—that any time you deal with the government, the govern-
ment has the power of coercion. that’s how government acts. the government 
forces you to act in a certain way because if you don’t act in a certain way, you 
can be punished, even held criminally liable. right?
  so i think if we’re going to be stewards, it is going to also include the sort of 
political and economic freedom which i’ve argued that we have inherited and 
which i believe is one of the keys to the prosperity that has lifted so many people 
out of poverty. And i think we need to find ways to provide incentives for those 
people with money to invest it in ways that will create jobs and opportunities.
  And i think it’s always going to be a question of risk and reward. i think 
the alternative is pretty ugly, which is coercive government redistribution of 
income, and that’s why i’ve argued that a voluntary system of incentives that 
allows some individuals to become fabulously rich, but some of those individu-
als, i presume, will do very good things. We’ve had a great example of one this 
morning who has done very good things with the money and the success that 
he’s earned as someone in business.
   And i think some of that will be voluntary, some it will be seeking financial 
advantage and profit through investment and entrepreneurship. but i would 
argue that that is the only way that we’re going to see our economy grow and 
jobs be created. And to me, it kind of comes down to one or the other.
  finally let me just say that the other part of this that makes it complicated is 
that the bottom 50 percent of wage earners in America pay about 3 percent of 
the income tax. one of the things the do-gooders across the board, and i would 
include myself in this, we thought, well, we’re going to do people a favor by 
reducing their obligation to pay any taxes. 
  And this political calculation is that half of America has no skin in the game 
when it comes to a debate about what current tax policy should be. i think that’s 
a terrible mistake. i think everybody ought to have some skin in the game and 
some obligation, because we’re all in this together.
  i think you raise a legitimate concern. obviously if there is a huge gulf be-
tween those who have nothing and those who have everything, from a material 
standpoint, that’s a recipe for civil unrest and worse. i don’t think we are there 
in America because i think even the poorest people in America still live a life 
of relative prosperity compared to places that you and i and others have visited 
around the world that have nothing.
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Mr. george: one of my favorite questions i’ve always asked people like 
John is when i was a college student at the university of texas, i could go to law 
school for $50 a semester, and i worked my way through school doing mini-
mum wage jobs at a dollar and a quarter an hour. it costs $20,000 to go to the 
university of texas law school now, and i believe the minimum wage is $5.70 
an hour. You can’t get there from here now. 
   the opportunity that the relative equality of wealth in the eisenhower ad-
ministration and the nixon administration was generated largely by open access 
to higher education and fully-funded, state-funded public education where the 
local districts put in much less of the money than they do now. What do we do, 
or do we do, is it a good idea to restore that relative opportunity to pick one’s 
self up by working minimum wage jobs and putting yourself through college, 
which can’t be done anymore. do you think that’s a good idea or a bad idea?

senAtor cornYn: i can’t wait for the hard questions. Well, what you de-
scribe, i’m the parent of a woman, a young lady who graduated from law school 
a year ago, and she borrowed a heck of a lot of money, and she’s going to have 
to spend a long time paying it off. thank goodness her mother and i are not. 
she’s going to have to pay it off using the wages she’s earning as a new lawyer.
  but what you describe is real, it’s a real problem. but i think, you know, we 
need to figure out some way to get people access to good quality education. ob-
viously K through 12 we understand, that is a fundamental obligation. beyond 
that, it seems like in some circles it’s viewed as almost discretionary whether we 
do that. 
  but given the fact the world is changing so much, and all of us probably dur-
ing the course of our lives are going to move from different jobs to different jobs 
to different jobs, we’re going to have to learn and acquire new skills and abili-
ties to support ourselves and our family. We have to continue with a regimen of 
life-time learning. how we finance that, how we provide that is a hard question 
and not easily answered. 
  but i don’t think we have any choice but to continue to provide people ac-
cess to education because otherwise we will not be able to compete in a global 
economy; America will not be the kind of country that we inherited from our 
parents and grandparents.

feMAle Voice: i have thought that shrub Kempner had a very good point. 
how can we not raise taxes to help us? We are in a very economically terrible 
situation with our deficit growing. the only thought i’ve had with the carrot 
and stick idea, why not go ahead and raise taxes on the wealthy, but give them 
the opportunity to take full benefit of contributions. in other words, let your 
contributions be taken off of the top line. if you want to contribute a million 
dollars, then you get to take that million dollars off the top line. And to increase 
and encourage the wealthy to pay for more of the needs in our country. that’s 
the only thought i had.
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senAtor cornYn: i think that’s an idea that bears some discussion. i’d say 
from my part, i don’t think it’s a question of whether we pay enough taxes, i 
think it’s the federal government spends way too much money, and we’re going 
to have to cut down on the spending to get it more consistent with our revenue.

Mr. george: senator, thank you very much. i want to thank everyone with 
the good questions, and everybody’s participation. We will resume after lunch.



Stewardship of  
the Earth

Global Warming and the Man’s Effect on It—Or Not

Session Introduction And Moderator Of Panel Discussion
Mary Ann Rankin

Mr. george: ladies and gentlemen, the future of the earth is in  a 
questionable state today. We’re going to talk about one of the more 
critical problems in America and the world today at this session: the 

stewardship of the earth, global warming, and man’s effect on it, or not.
 We have with us Mary Ann rankin, who many of you know, is the dean of 
the college of natural science at the university of texas. she has been in that 
job 14 years, something like that, a good number. she looks like she’s 22, but 
she has actually been in that employment job for a long time. she graduated 
from lsu with an undergraduate degree. she got a ph.d. in iowa, a post doc at 
harvard, then involved at ut Austin. she is a member of the American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of science. she’s a leading scholar in the areas we’re 
talking about. And she, or Mark, got two more people to participate in this who 
are truly outstanding. 

richard lindzen is the Alfred p. sloan professor of meteorology at Mit. he 
has a ph.d., a master’s in science, a bachelor’s degree, all from harvard, and 
despite that he has achieved great things in the world of science. And he is one 
of the leading scientists in the world on meteorology and global warming and 
the issues surrounding it.

richard orbach is the professor and director of the energy institute at the 
university of texas. he served in the department of energy as the undersecre-
tary for science; in 2006, he was the chief scientist for the department of energy. 
he is an active and knowledgeable expert in the areas that we’re going to be 
talking about, and that is in terms of stewardship the effect of our use of re-
sources on the climate of the earth and, if it is, what is happening to it, whether 
it’s warming.

if it’s warming, is that a product of the conduct of human beings, and will 
we know the answer for sure about the effect of human activity in releasing 
hydrocarbons in the atmosphere through grain coal and natural gas and petro-
leum, whether that is or is not causing or affecting global warming in a cosmic 
sense in time for us to decide that we can do something about it, and then do 
something about it.

When Mark asked me to talk about this topic and the uncertainty of science 
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about the effect of human activity on global warming, i was reminded about 
when i was a boy there was a great deal of dispute about whether cigarette 
smoking caused cancer. some people betted that science was going to come out 
that it didn’t, and they kept smoking, and some people dealt with the uncertain-
ty by quitting smoking. the ones who quit smoking in the face of uncertainty 
turned out to be better rewarded.
 the question we have here is, can we wait till we know for sure before we 
make a try to make effective answers, and the second question is, is it already 
too late, if we are causing it, to change it.
 dean rankin, i’ll let you take it from here. 

dr. rAnKin: thanks, Jim. in spite of what Jim said, this is actually not my 
area of expertise. i wish it were. but i’m a biologist, i actually work on insect 
migration. And my colleagues and i have seen what appears to be the conse-
quences of global warming in things like changes in species range and a real 
change in species distributions and diversity and so on that seem to be the result 
of global warming. And i frankly, until i became dean, was just assuming that 
global warming was occurring, it was due to co2, as the media seemed to be 
saying, and that, you know, this was something that was a scientific certainty. 
When i became dean i got to be more familiar with other disciplines of science, 
and also with an advisory council that have very well-informed people, as you 
are, on it, who held quite different opinions. And i have to say, it was a real eye 
opener to me. And as i started to look personally at this issue, i realized that it’s 
very complex. the data are very difficult to gather and analyze, and there are 
very strongly held opinions inside the scientific community about some of these 
issues. And so it really takes study to understand what’s going on.

And we have two people this morning who have studied it, who know a great 
deal about it, and i think we’re very privileged to be able to hear this discussion 
this morning. i was saying to somebody earlier today, i wish that we were tap-
ing it because i’d like to have the opportunity to go back and listen to it again, 
because i know it’s going to be wonderful.

so stewardship of the earth, global warming and man’s effect on it, or not, 
that’s our topic. We have richard lindzen and ray orbach here, as i said, great 
authorities. i just thought i would try to frame the issues a little bit, and then 
get out of the way because these are the experts, not me, and i know we will all 
really enjoy hearing from them, more than you’ll enjoy hearing from me.

but, you know, some of the issues here that are confused, or some of the 
things that have confused the issues, i think people confuse what’s happening 
in the weather sometimes locally with global climate change. they try to confer 
causality instead of what is really correlation, and use this as evidence to sup-
port one view or another that is being touted in the media. climate change has 
become highly politicized, so there are consequences of espousing one view or 
another, even based on real data. it is a temptation, then, to espouse a view in 
spite of data or without data. And i think even some of the scientific community 
has been guilty of that, and that’s a very dangerous trend. 

politicization of scientific findings and scientific dogma is a very bad thing, 
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for the country, for policy makers, and for science and scientists. the media has 
added to the confusion, of course. once anything has a political bent to it, then 
it’s spun in the media to add zest.

government policy decisions can create incentives that can have great eco-
nomic consequences, and once you start down that pipe, then pulling back from 
it can be very difficult, and i think this adds additional confusion to the whole 
picture, so people are then even more unwilling to change their mind based on 
data, or whatever.

And the public has come, i think as a consequence of this debate, to some-
what distrust science and scientists, and i think that’s almost the worst outcome. 
We need to do a better job of being very careful about what the data really tells 
us, and then communicating that effectively, and then making really good policy 
decisions. 

but we don’t always have these choices, again, in that kind of time frame. so 
is global warming real? there is a graph you see published everywhere, and it 
shows the average change in surface temperature from 1880 until now. And it 
looks as though, yes, in fact, we’re really getting warmer. if you stand back from 
that and look at this over an even longer period—from 1400 forward, you can 
see some pretty dramatic fluctuations, but it does indeed look like the earth is 
getting warmer. but if you take an even longer view and look over the last mil-
lion years, or even less than that, there have been huge fluctuations. so are we 
really getting warmer in a way that will make a big difference? Yes, we’re get-
ting warmer, but what does it mean? And is this something that’s going to come 
back into balance? if global warming is occurring, is it carbon dioxide that is 
responsible for it? if that’s true, is it the carbon dioxide that is being produced 
because of human activities, or not? but what about all the other factors that 
could impact global warming, volcanic activity, aerosols in the air, water vapor, 
clouds, fluctuations in the earth’s axis, and solar radiation variance. those are 
a lot of factors. Are we the ones causing it, or is this at least partially a natural 
phenomenon that’s going to come back into balance?

Another thing is, a lot of the theories and predictions have been based on 
simulation models. that is where you take data and you give it to a computer 
with a complex program and the computer tells you what to expect in the fu-
ture. the worth of that kind of analysis depends greatly on having the right 
assumptions to begin with, and the right data that you feed to the computer to 
begin with.

have we done that? have we made the right assumptions? the whole point 
of doing a model is usually to simplify enough of a complex situation so you can 
understand it and then maybe make predictions. but if you get it too simple or 
you leave out some major factor, that’s going to really skew the outcome so the 
model doesn’t mean anything. how good are our models?

but the big question for me personally as a scientist is, what actual experi-
ments, or observations do we need to do in order to really get good data and 
get the right models and get the right answers and make the right predictions 
to inform policy? is it even possible? but what do we do next? let’s get some 
real direction here, and action items that will result in the best outcome. What 
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should the government do? policies based on incomplete data or incorrect con-
clusions can be extremely disruptive, can have big economic consequences that 
almost seem nuts in retrospect, once you finally get the right answer. 

but on the other hand, as Jim just said, can we afford to wait? Maybe we 
have to do something just in case, because it could be such a dire outcome. i 
don’t know. but i think these guys might know.



How to Deal with  
the Science

Richard Lindzen

Dr. rankin: please help me welcome our first speaker, richard lindzen, 
to the podium. he is a very distinguished scientist from Mit, a mem-
ber of the national Academy, and has been working on this question 

for most of his academic career. thank you for coming here and being with us, 
dick, we look forward to your remarks.

dr. lindZen: i want to thank Mark for inviting me and thank Jim and dean 
rankin for the nice introductions. it’s a pleasure being here in texas. As has 
been mentioned, this is a complicated and polarized subject. it’s also one which 
is a little peculiar in another sense. What i’ve discovered is that very few people 
speaking about this issue actually know what the debate is about. i’ll try and 
clarify this in the talk, hopefully successfully, but with some doubt about that. 
but let me state one thing right off the bat, the debate is not about whether it 
is warming or not, or even about whether man is contributing some portion of 
whatever is happening. the issue is about how much and what relation it has 
to catastrophe. i’ll try and explain this in the lecture, though, as i think dean 
rankin mentioned, a lot of the confusion is, in fact, explicitly due to members 
of the scientific community whose role as political partisans has dominated any 
other role they may be playing. 

here are two statements that the un’s intergovernmental panel on climate 
change pretty much agrees to, and i think it’s rather important to be aware of 
them. 

1. A doubling of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere by itself contributes only 
about one degree centigrade to greenhouse warming. 
it’s not a lot. it turns out that all the models project more and that is because 

within the models there are positive feedbacks from the more important green-
house substances which are water vapor and clouds. now by feedback i simply 
mean a process which amplifies, or reduces, a forced event. so for instance a 
positive feedback will take that one degree and amplify it; a negative feedback 
will make it smaller. the feedbacks are considered to be uncertain.

2. If one assumes that all the warming over the past century is due to man’s con-
tributions to greenhouse forcing, then the estimated sensitivity of the climate 
to a doubling of carbon dioxide is less than one degree. 
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now you might reasonably ask then, how is it that models that have higher 
sensitivity can be made consistent with the observed warming? they do so by 
arbitrary adjustment factors. now those factors are given names, aerosols and 
solar variability. but if you look, each model uses a different value for these 
things because the values are basically unknown at present.

now, given these things, i think the notion that alarming, and i emphasize 
alarming, warming as settled science i think should be offensive to any sentient 
individual, even though these facts are not emphasized in the various docu-
ments.

As has been pointed out, the usual rationale for alarm comes from models. 
the notion that models are our only tool, even if it were true, depends on mod-
els being objective and not arbitrarily adjusted. unfortunately, they always are 
adjusted. fortunately they’re not our only tool, and i think as dean rankin 
mentioned and i’ll come to later, there are observations that can usefully settle 
the issues, or at least improve our understanding.

Models themselves are not useless. they can show why they get the results 
they get, and usually the reasons involve physical processes, and these processes 
can be independently assessed by both observations and basic theory. this has 
been done, and there’s a lot of argument about it, and i will argue that the re-
sults do suggest that all models are significantly exaggerating warming. there’s 
limited time and this is a technical subject; i’ll try to get to some such studies, 
but we’ll see. 

even apart from the science, there are many reasons why intelligent laymen 
should be suspicious. in science, the claim of incontrovertibility is always suspi-
cious. it just doesn’t exist. i have to say, i get into trouble very frequently over 
the issue of tobacco, first as a smoker, but the second, it’s a kind of third rail. 
i’ve always wondered—and i’ve never been paid or anything—why would the 
tobacco industry be interested in my support, but i’ve been accused of that. the 
fact that the extreme danger of tobacco is treated as incontrovertible, and can-
not be questioned or even asked about, i think sets a very bad precedent, and 
in that sense i think the issue is unfortunate. And the second point is, arguing 
from authority without giving scientific reason, meaningful data or even using 
elementary logic, is always something to be suspicious of.

here’s something that has just come up, and i think we’ll spend a little time 
on it. What is the definition of global warming? What is its quantification? if 
you hear it spoken of without definition or quantification, you should be wor-
ried. then one comes to consequences like changing habitat for various species, 
sea level, and so on. these are all very important things, but if you look at them, 
they are phenomena that have a large multiplicity of causes, and global warm-
ing is usually not even at the top of that list. to use these as “proof” of global 
warming is guilty of something that is occasionally called the prosecutor’s fal-
lacy, and i’ll come back to that.

the worst, perhaps, is the conflation of the existence of climate change with 
anthropogenic or manmade climate change. the earth is always changing in its 
climate, and contrary, i suppose, to what dean rankin mentioned, the earth is 
never in equilibrium. it’s not as though it’s a delicately balanced system that’s 
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always been in equilibrium and we’ve upset it. it’s never in equilibrium. An ex-
ample to think about, and it’s very relevant to this—Al gore uses it commonly 
—is body temperature. We have a system that thermostatically controls our 
body temperature. We all know that doesn’t mean our temperature is constant. 
for a normal healthy individual, it fluctuates, and the only way you can main-
tain constancy is by adjusting the fluctuations back and forth. same thing with 
a skyscraper; you would never construct a skyscraper that doesn’t wave in the 
wind a little bit, because then it would snap. 

some salient points to amplify on these a bit. nothing in science is incontro-
vertible, and that’s especially true in a primitive and complex field like climate. 
As i’ve said on other occasions, incontrovertibility belongs to religion, and it’s 
referred to as dogma. 

the value of authority is of dubious value. one really has to deal with the sci-
ence itself. now, this is an issue that is punchy in a sense. there was a political 
scientist, Aaron Wildavsky. i don’t know if any of you ever heard of him, he died 
some years ago. he wrote a book shortly before he died called But Is It True? 
and in it he argued that when you come to environmental issues, and you’re a 
citizen, you’re not a scientist, how do you deal with it? his conclusion was, you 
better bite the bullet, go to the technical literature and spend a hundred hours 
finding out about it. it’s the only way. he did it as an experiment with his grad 

figure 1
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students. it’s a good set of articles in the book that present the results of his 
students’ efforts.

but it’s sometimes not that hard, and i’ll give you an example where laymen 
can check for themselves. i’m showing is a letter that was sent last spring to the 
magazine, Science (figure 1). it was signed by 250 members of the national 
Academy of science.

Most of the signers had no background whatever in climate science. sev-
eral of the signers are notable environmental activists, like paul ehrlich, george 
Woodwell, don Kennedy, and there were a few who were legitimate scientific 
contributors. two assertions were made in that letter. one of them was, “natu-
ral causes always play a role in changing earth’s climate, but are now being over-
whelmed by human-induced changes.” the other was, “Warming the planet 
will cause many other climatic patterns to change at speeds unprecedented in 
modern times, including increasing rates of sea level rise and alterations in the 
hydrological cycle.”

now, it turns out one of the signers was a colleague of mine, carl Wunsch, 
and in a 2007 paper, and repeated a couple of weeks ago at a departmental 
lecture, is his take on this. “it remains possible that the database is insufficient 
to compute mean sea level trends with the accuracy necessary to discuss the im-
pact of global warming, as disappointing as this conclusion may be.” now, the 
syntax is strained but he’s saying we don’t have the data. 

What you can sometimes do, and what Wildavsky recommended, is go to the 
scientific lecture and see whether the authoritative assertions are any more cred-
ible than that photoshop picture of the polar bear that accompanied the original 
article. this is not a real photograph.

in any event, what is global warming? it turns out, and i notice it here today, 
people refer to it as global mean temperature. but if you look at the axis, it says 
global mean temperature anomaly. now, what that means is, if you average 
temperatures all over the earth, you’d get gibberish. it doesn’t make any sense. 
it’s like averaging phone numbers. What you do instead, which is somewhat bet-
ter, is at each station you take the average for a 30-year period and just plot the 
deviation from the average at each station. then you average those deviations, 
the anomalies, and you get the global mean temperature anomaly. 

it’s highly uncertain. What happens is the deviations at each station, when 
you plot them and form a cluster of points over a large range, there doesn’t seem 
to be anything in that. then you average it and you get a tiny residual. those 
of you who work with numbers know when you take the small difference of 
large numbers, it’s always dicey. but taking that, you get changes on the order 
of three-quarters of a degree centigrade over the past 150 years. this level of 
variability i would suggest is always present, and in general, a priori, you don’t 
need a cause for it. it’s on the level of the fluctuations of your body temperature.

the system itself is never in equilibrium because you’re talking about the 
surface, where the oceans are carrying heat from the deeps to the surface and 
back again. the surface can never be in equilibrium with space because there is 
storage in the ocean. that’s understood. there are other sources of variability 
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also, but these tend to be less well known, not that the ocean is particularly well 
known.

because the quantity we’re looking at is so small, and the error bars so large, 
though seldom reported, this is an easy quantity to abuse in a variety of ways. 
this is the data that goes into the global mean temperature anomaly (figure 2)

each point here is the temperature anomaly at a station, and what you see 
is a cluster of points. there doesn’t seem to be any gap in it, and the important 

figure 2

figure 3
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thing to look at is the range. We’re going from minus two to two degrees cen-
tigrade. each interval is two degrees centigrade, a little less than four degrees 
fahrenheit.

then you average these points, and as you can guess, it looks like it’s even, 
plus or minus, and so you get this (figure 3). normally when you look at that 
you’d say that’s just noise about zero; that isn’t very spectacular looking. so 
what do you do? Well, you change your interval from two degrees to .2 degrees. 
in other words, you blow it up. And now you get this (figure 4), but you now 
see large changes. Well, not large; large in the sense that the Wall Street Journal 
or the daily newspaper presenting the dow Jones shows the same graph whether 
it went up two points or 200 points. 

now this is a diagram that appears in the Boston Globe World every day 
(figure 5). this one i took from 2008. it doesn’t matter; pick any date. What 
is shows is for a given day and the 30 preceding days, the high and low tem-
perature of the day, the average high and low temperature for the day, which is 
the dark gray, and the record-breaking highs and lows for the day, which is the 
light gray.

it’s April, so you see an upward trend because you’re going from winter to 
summer. then you have this red line in the middle, and the question is, what 
is that red line? Well, it’s a line whose thickness represents the range of global 
mean temperature anomaly over the past century. Just to put it in perspective, 
when you speak of global warming, that’s what you’re talking about in terms of 
your daily experience.

let me get something straight immediately. the claims that the earth has 
been warming, that there is a greenhouse effect, and that man’s activities have 
contributed to warming are trivially true and essentially meaningless in terms of 
real concerns. here one gets into a profound difficulty because it’s these things 

figure 4
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that i regard as trivially true and largely agreed on that are trotted out when the 
public is told to believe that global warming is a serious thing here. they are 
separate from that. 

recently there was a well-publicized letter by hal lewis, who’s a distin-
guished physicist at the university of california, santa barbara, and he was 
resigning from the American physical society over their statement concerning 
global warming. i won’t go through his letter, but the American physical society 
responded and its response was, on the matter of global climate change, “Aps 
notes that virtually all reputable scientists agreed with the following observa-
tions: carbon dioxide is increasing in the atmosphere due to human activity, car-
bon dioxide is an excellent infrared absorber, and therefore its increased pres-
ence in the atmosphere contributes to global warming.” then they add, “the 
dwell time of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is hundreds of years. on these 
matters Aps judges the science to be quite clear.”

Actually the last item is quite misleading in its own terms, but the other items 
are all part of the trivial points of agreement. they deny financial involvement, 
and yet the chair was a man who, in fact, chairs the carbon Mitigation initia-
tive and is an advisor to deutsche bank on green investments. there’s basis for 
worrying about science.

it seems to me two questions are really important: what magnitude of warm-
ing do you really expect and what is the relation of warming of any magnitude 
to the various projected catastrophes, such as Al gore famously shows in his 
slide show? When it comes to unusual climate, it is always occurring someplace. 
the us Weather bureau, since 1950, has a monthly publication on extreme 
events for that month; it always runs about 100 pages a month. You know, if 
you want to make a scare story, you go to that magazine, you pick it up and you 
think how could this happen without the world being near its end?

the prosecutor’s fallacy in its simple form consists in saying that, if A shoots 
b, there is near certainty that there will be evidence of gun powder on A’s hands. 
And to then conclude that if c has evidence of gun powder on his hands, c 
shot b, which is clearly untrue. With global warming, the line of argument is 
even sillier. generally it amounts to something like if A kicked up some dirt 
leaving a dent in the ground into which a rock fell, and b tripped on this rock 
and bumped into c who was carrying a carton of eggs, which fell and broke. 
if, then, if some broken eggs were found, it showed that A had kicked up some 
dirt. policy these days is to go further and decide the best way to prevent broken 
eggs is to ban dirt kicking.

now turning to the science, there is the issue of questionable data. this al-
ways sounds strange to people because there’s a kind of sacredness attached to 
data. in the case of climate, the data is rarely a precise measurement. it’s rather 
a collection of thousands of measurements made under very uncontrolled cir-
cumstances for totally different purposes and there’s subsequent analysis with 
lots of room for subjectivity.

there was the climate-gate incident where emails were released, and it made 
it unambiguous that people were tilting the scale. We have a field in which 
whenever there is a conflict between models and observations and it’s published, 
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you know that within two months an article will appear that the data has been 
corrected. it’s a unique field in this respect. but the problem i have with it is, 
the small changes in temperature are not abnormal and they’re consistent with 
low climate sensitivity, but somehow the public has been misled to believe that 
whether it is warming or cooling, no matter how little, is itself of vital impor-
tance. that means that even though i don’t think tilting the record has much 
impact on the science, it is of great importance to public perception. i don’t 
quite know how to deal with that.

there is more sophisticated data being analyzed, and it’s a field where the 
words themselves suggest a problem. one takes data these days to validate rath-
er than test models. it’s the wrong way. one really should be seeking to test the 
models and see when they’re wrong, not to prove them right. i will give a subtle 
example, and it’s probably too subtle for an after lunch talk on when we know 
the data has to be wrong. this is an issue of physics and it’s a case where the 
models are right. these are pictures of what’s called a meridional cross section 
(figure 6). the horizontal axis is latitude; the vertical axis is pressure height 
levels. 
 What is shown is the response to a doubling of co2 for various typical mod-

figure 6
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els, and what it shows in all the models is the temperature response is biggest 
over the tropics and the upper troposphere, let’s say around 10-12 kilometers. 
none of the data show this, and yet we know this has to be correct. it is a prop-
erty of what is called convective dynamics. We know that temperature must 
behave the way the models are showing. it’s not because the models show it, it’s 
because there’s a basic underlying principle.

this is a profile of what the observations show, and they actually show this 
little point A, that the trend at the surface is bigger than it is in the upper tro-
posphere (figure 7). that is physically impossible. one of the two data must be 
wrong, and if it is the upper troposphere, it has to be wrong by a great deal, at 
the surface less so. but if it’s the surface that’s wrong, then the trends over the 
last 30 years are exaggerated by about a factor of three. that can happen.

now, sensitivity is a crucial issue and you can’t determine it by assuming you 
know what causes the change, because then if it doesn’t, if you’re wrong, you 

figure 7
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end up getting infi nite sensitivity. You can’t test it by comparing models with 
models. they’re not basic physics. Yet these are part of the authoritative un, 
ipcc, national Academy and other reports.

here is a recent letter signed by presidents of both the royal society and 
the national Academy, and let me take three items out of this letter (figure 8). 
one is it’s referring to an editorial in the financial times, “however, as your 
editorial acknowledges neither recent controversies nor the recent cold weather 
negate the consensus among scientists something unprecedented is now happen-
ing. the concentration of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is rising and climate 
change is occurring, both due to human actions.”

the statement goes well beyond what the un says. they only said that man 
is responsible for more than 50 percent of the change in the last 50 years. they 
don’t emphasize it, but aerosols have to be included to cancel much of the excess 
warming in models. Moreover, it assumes that the models handle all natural 

figure 8
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internal variability and that was acknowledged to be false almost immediately. 
You could parse this sentence and say, you know, perhaps they meant that 

the increasing co2 is due to man and there was warming due to this, even 
though it might be a small part, but i don’t think that’s what they intended. 

now you come to their second statement: “uncertainties in the future rate of 
this rise stemming largely from feedback effects on water vapor and clouds are 
topics of current research.” how would you guess from this throwaway com-
ment that the feedbacks are, in fact, the critical issue? Without strong positive 
feedbacks, there would be no cause for alarm and no need for action. What 
reese and cicerone are actually saying is we don’t know if there is a problem. 

And then they conclude with this sentence: “our academies will provide the 
scientifi c backdrop for the political and business leaders who must create ef-
fective policies to steer the world toward a low carbon economy.” reese and 
cicerone are saying that regardless of the evidence, the answer is predetermined. 
if the government wants carbon control, that is the answer the academies will 
provide. nothing could better epitomize the notion of science in the service 
of politics, something that unfortunately has characterized in so-called climate 
science.
 Where do we go from here? given that this has become a quasi-religious is-
sue, it’s hard to tell. My personal hope is that we’ll return to normative science 
and try to understand how climate actually behaves. our present approach in 
dealing with climate is completely specifi ed by a single number, globally aver-
aged surface temperature anomaly, which is forced by another single number, 
atmospheric co2 levels which clearly limits our real understanding. it’s a hor-
rible over-simplifi cation.

figure 9
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there has been progress. it’s been slow. We have been able to account for the 
cycles of ice ages, simply with orbital variations. independent tests of sensitivity 
show that the assumption that warming is due to co2 is only limitedly true. the 
sensitivity is relatively low. in general, i think independent studies show that 
clouds and water vapor are mostly a negative feedback rather than a positive 
feedback.

there’s obviously not time to go through all of this. there are some pecu-
liarities, for instance there is the famous graph relating one number for climate 
(mean temperature) to co2. this graph was made famous by Al gore’s picture 
from the Vostok ice core, or the epicA c core (figure 9). there is the issue of 
confusing causality with correlation, but there are a lot of other problems with 
it. it shows that temperature preceded co2 by hundreds of years, at the last gla-
ciation. it also shows that previous interglacials were warmer than the present. 

the biggest problem, i think, was the use of the single number. in the next 
slide, and that’s the last one i’ll show, is a recent study from the university of 

figure 10
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southern california (figure 10). You know, essentially the last de-glaciation, 
which began somewhere around 19,000 years ago, at that time the earth was 
not ice covered but you had the laurentide ice sheet, the fennoscandian ice 
sheet. the first thing that happened was in the south pacific, in the region of 
formation of deep water around Antarctica. it began warming between 19,000 
and 17,000 years before present.

then the tropical surface water began to warm and the co2 went up. green-
land did not begin to warm until 15,000 years before present. the sequence sug-
gests a physical process of great interest and complexity. but it’s totally missed 
on the picture of just global mean temperature anomaly and co2.

the curious thing is that anecdotes are important. this is the funniest of 
them: “the Arctic ocean is warming up, icebergs are growing scarcer, in some 
places the seals are finding water too hot; reports all point to a radical change 
in climate conditions and hitherto unheard of temperatures in the Arctic zone; 
expeditions report that scarcely any ice has been met with as far north as 81 
degrees 29 minutes; great masses of ice have been replaced by moraines of earth 
and stones; at many points well-known glaciers have entirely disappeared.” the 
trouble with this is it’s from the us Weather bureau 1922.

thank you.



Humans are the Cause 
of Global Warming

Ray Orbach

Dr. rankin: now i’d like to ask dr. orbach to give us his perspective on 
these questions. ray was, until recently, undersecretary of energy at 
doe, as the first undersecretary. i think he was in charge also of the 

office of science at doe. prior to that he was in academics. he was chancellor 
of uc riverside, and provost at uclA. so he’s had a distinguished career, both 
in government and academia, and has looked at this issue from lots of different 
sides. ray, thank you.

dr. orbach: thank you, Mary Ann. i’m going to try to limit my remarks be-
cause it is important that you have a chance to ask questions to those of us up 
here. first i would like to thank the philosophical society of texas for inviting 
us. it’s a great pleasure to be here and to be with so many of you last evening 
and this morning talking about really major issues. i thought both talks, both 
talks this morning laid it out pretty clearly in terms of stewardship of resources. 
i’m going to talk about the stewardship of the earth, which is pretty big. if we’re 
dealing with an issue that will fundamentally change the nature of our globe, 
it may be prudent to take action, not precipitate action, not violent action, but 
prudent action. 

What you’re dealing with in this discussion is your globe, the only one we 
have, and the issue is can mankind deal with the changes that appear to be 
taking place in a prudent and sensible fashion for the future of not only our 
children and grandchildren, but indeed, in my view, the very existence of human 
life on the planet. 

i want, since this is a philosophical society, to refer you to Mark twain’s 
wonderful comment: “it’s what you know for sure that just ain’t so that catches 
you.” And on this issue it can be on both sides. What i’m going to do, as profes-
sor lindzen recommended, is to allow you to make up your own mind. so i’m 
going to show you two figures, and you decide. the first one, fig. 1 is from 300 
scientists from 48 countries. this is taken from bAMs, the bulletin of the Amer-
ican Meteorological society. And it points to 10 different measures of warming, 
not a single number. What i want you to do is to look at the horizontal axis to 
see the range of years. it was interesting that in six of the curves, the very small 
changes stopped at 1840. We’re talking about more recent measurements, and 
there’s a reason why. the upper layers of the ocean are very slow to react to 
atmospheric temperature changes. the first roughly 100 meters take roughly 
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a hundred years. is it possible that what we’re seeing now was the result of 
changes that began a hundred years ago? What happened then? if you look at 
the curves in fig. 1, all 10 indicators point in the same direction. You’ll see that 
changes began in 1980. What happened in 1980? nothing.

the question is different: if it takes a hundred years for the upper layers of 
the ocean to come into equilibrium with the atmosphere, what happened in 
1880? the industrial revolution began to take off, and the use of coal escalated 
across the globe. could it be that we’re now seeing the consequences of what 
happened a hundred years ago? if that’s true, and i leave that to your discretion, 
what we’re doing now may not show up for another hundred years. but it could 
be irreversible. those are the issues that we have to deal with.

Another indicator was published, again in bAMs: the global temperature 
change, fig. 2. it is indeed a single number. but as you may have read yesterday, 
the un has just announced that the decade of 2000 to 2009 was the warmest 
ever measured. i want you to take a look at this because what it tells you is that 
the average, decadal averages, have increased every decade since 1980, that 
same period that you saw in fig. 1. every year in the 1990s was warmer than 
the average of the 1980s. And every year of the 2000s was warmer than the av-
erage of the preceding decade. Again, this is a single number. Again, the magni-
tude is not huge, it’s only one degree fahrenheit. but it could be irreversible, and 
it could be pointing in the direction that ultimately can have substantial effect.

You see from fig. 3 that there is a delay between what you currently measure 
as atmospheric temperature, and the so-called equilibrium temperature because 
of the slowness of the surface layers of the ocean to respond. Again, roughly 
a hundred years, as you can see from the difference between the transient and 
equilibrium temperatures. You also see a broad blue and broad red, and that’s 
exactly what professor lindzen was talking about, namely the uncertainties. but 
nevertheless, it’s almost a doubling of the equilibrium temperature as compared 
to the so-called transient, or immediate measure.

A three degree celsius temperature rise, well out of the range of current 
temperature changes, but remember the transient to equilibrium, would cause 
phenomenal changes. there is already estimated to be a significant number of 
what we call climate refugees, people whose lives are at risk because of climate 
changes. it will get worse. 250,000 square miles of wetlands will disappear. 
the seychelles, the bangladesh lowlands would disappear, and they’re highly 
populated. Again, what happened in 1980? the earth didn’t change its axis, 
there were no sun spot activities that were particularly unusual. could it be that 
we’re seeing this equilibrium effect to which i referred to before? We give it a 
name. We call it the anthopocene, and the issue is: are the changes that we are 
making to our climate short-term, relatively minor, or an extreme deviation that 
will have phenomenal consequences for the future?

i would like to show you our co2 production. if you look at fig. 4 from 
the u.s. energy information Administration of the department of energy, we 
are not reducing our co2 contributions to the atmosphere in the united states. 
electric power, which is primarily due to coal in the united states, is actually 
going to increase. the black is the contribution of co2 from coal-fired power 
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plants. You will see that, in fact, our emissions are increasing. And our emis-
sions are small comparison with china, which is building a new coal-fired pow-
er plant each week. 

so the issue of what we’re putting into the atmosphere is non-trivial. You can 
argue that it’s relatively small, but it’s cumulative. it’s the effect of co2 that can 
last for 200 years, and we’re starting, perhaps, to see the consequences of it now.
What’s particularly difficult is to try to control the co2 concentration in the 
atmosphere. from our national Academy of science’s short report this summer, 
fig. 5 shows that, if we just kept our emissions constant, the atmospheric co2 
would continue to rise. in fact, to reach a constant value of co2 in the atmo-
sphere, we would have to reduce the co2 that we emit by 80 percent by the year 
2050. And look at what the co2 concentration would be: 550 parts per million 
in volume. that number leads to a two degree celsius increase in temperature.

these are not arbitrary figures. they are telling us that something needs to 
be done. My thesis is that we don’t need to do dumb things. i’m not particularly 
happy about carbon taxes or a cap and trade. it’s my belief that we can ap-
proach co2 emissions in a market-friendly environment and approach. but it’s 
time to start thinking about how to go about that because of what we’re doing 
to our future. 

An issue that professor lindzen raised was who’s responsible for global 
warming, are there other culprits? there have been big climate changes in the 
past little ice age and the medieval warm period, so why can’t these current 
changes just be explained by natural variability?

the medieval warm period was caused by an increase in solar radiation and 
a decrease in volcanic activity, both promoting warming. these kind of natural 
changes have not been detected in the past few past decades. We can account 
for those cooling and warming periods by what happened during those periods.

Another example was that warming preceded co2. Well, we can account for 
that by natural causes. What is occurring over the last hundred years has none 
of these natural causes at root. 

in summation, i believe the data shows that the earth appears to be warming. 
We are certainly increasing the amount of co2 in the atmosphere, and i’ve given 
you the predictions and the measurements. there appears to be about a delay 
of a century between when we see the consequences of increasing temperature 
as measured to the actual equilibrium temperature. And what’s even worse, if 
we ascribe that increase to co2, it’s not enough to stabilize our emissions, we 
have to reduce them by 80 percent in order to stabilize the atmosphere concen-
trations. And finally, what we do now will have at least centuries of impact in 
the future. 

thank you.

Q&A

Mr. george: ladies and gentlemen, we are hopefully going to generate some 
questions from these speakers. We wanted to find out if any of you have a ques-
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tion that you want to address to any of these speakers, and if so, i’ll bring you 
the microphone and you can give it to us.

MAle Voice: i’d like to ask a question about the Milankovitch cycle. this 
cycle’s caused by the eccentricity of the earth and by the tilt of the axis, or the 
position. And there’s been a much reproduced graph showing, from the Vostok 
ice core, showing 90,000 years of cold weather and then 10,000 of warm, about 
10 degrees warmer, 90 and 10, that’s gone on four times. Well, we’ve just fin-
ished 11,000 years of warming weather, so i wonder if either of you believe that 
we’re getting ready to have 90,000 years of cold weather.

dr. lindZen: the answer is probably, but not immediately.
What is known and what is not known about the ice ages is curious. the 

100,000-year cycle began about 700,000 years ago. We don’t precisely know 
why it started then. We do know that the rate of change of ice volume and tem-
perature does follow the Milankovitch forcing, which consists in the insulation 
of summer in the northern Arctic. And that varies hugely with the orbits. And 
it’s true we’re now in an interglacial and the configuration should reach a level 
where we begin to accumulate ice again in a couple of thousand years. And at 
that point there should be a period of approximately 10,000 years while the ice 
accumulates over north America and europe, and we’ll be back to an ice age. 
it’s not going to be in our lifetime, it is not going to be in my kids’ lifetime, but i 
don’t know of any reason why it wouldn’t occur. even if co2, by the way, were 
an issue, we would have, by the 2,000 years, have depleted our supplies enough 
that it would no longer be affected.

feMAle Voice: it’s a question for dr. orbach. can you talk about what you 
see as the most promising methods to reduce-promising bets for reducing co2 
and which are likely to be the most scalable?

dr. orbAch: if i were to put some bets on the table, it would be for coal-fired 
power plants. that’s what i would regard as the low-hanging fruit. A power 
plant of a gigawatt magnitude emits at least a couple of million tons of co2 per 
year. there are ways of capturing the co2 using amine liquids, today’s technol-
ogy, which take account of the heat and methane concentration of subterranean 
aquifers.

And by mixing the co2 at the surface, not by pumping it in as currently is 
done, one can avoid the problems associated with pumping gases into a subter-
ranean aquifer. this process, our calculations show, would actually break even 
in terms of the total cost. current ccs requires about 30 percent of the power 
plant’s energy just to capture the co2 and sequester it. in my view, that is simply 
not economically feasible.

And so i think we need to be clever and think of different ways of approach-
ing it, and there are ways of dealing with it. i have to tell you the current ccs 
methods, in my view, are a complete waste of money, and frankly will not 
work. unfortunately, there has, just as dick said, been somewhat of a panic to  
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rush forward and address these issues, with good sense. i mean people are con-
cerned, but i think there are other ways we can do it that, in my view, would be 
economical.

MAle Voice: the temptation, listening to this, as a non-scientist, is to make 
a pascal’s wager. Well, god exists or god doesn’t exist. if i bet that god exists, 
and he exists, i’m better off. 
 i don’t understand the noise to signal ratio here. i keep hearing a lot of noise 
and not very much signal. can you narrow it down somehow so that there’s a 
little more signal and a little less noise?
 
dr. orbAch: let me answer that, since i’m the one who’s calling for some 
change. You have to call the signal. dick is correct in his comments on the ac-
curacy of the models. the models average over 160 kilometers, the grid that 
they’ve put across the earth. dick is modest in talking about their inaccuracy. 
i have even greater problems associated with clouds and coast lines and so on. 
on the other hand, they all seem to point in the same direction. but neither of 
us can give you a higher signal than the latest, than what you see.

dr. lindZen: i’d like to mention one thing. those graphs of temperature 
do leave off the error bar. You’re talking about a change with one standard 
deviation being about .2 degrees centigrade, so please establish the noise. it’s a 
significant trend. it’s not zero. on the other hand, the error bars, as you know 
from statistics, often can be calculated in a way that itself is misleading.

i personally think you can get around some of the noise. not in the  
data itself, but in the argumentation, by going to physics. And that’s my feeling, 
that if you go back to basic physics, you can get some principles that you could 
use to evaluate the data, strange as that may seem to some people. for instance, 
ray mentioned time delay, the fact that the oceans take time to catch up as  
long as the forcing is maintained. if you don’t maintain the force, then there’s 
nothing to catch up with. but what he didn’t mention is the delay is itself a 
function of sensitivity. And so if you could test the delay by other means, you 
could at least see whether you have anything to worry about there. And that’s 
been done.

Well, we can look at the response to volcanoes, you know, short-term im-
pulses, and if you have a very sensitive climate, the climate stays depressed for 
years. if you have an insensitive climate, volcanoes just show up as blips. in the 
models we know that they persist for decades.

so we have all sorts of indications that the models are exaggerating the prob-
lem. if it is a finite issue, where we’re thinking over the next 200 years of a 
one or two degree contribution to temperature, then one has to think in terms 
of cost benefit because there are probably as many benefits to that as costs. if 
you’re talking about a large change, four or five degrees associated with catas-
trophes, you have a bigger cost.

An 80 percent reduction in emissions is rather remarkable. it takes us back to 
the emissions level of the mid-19th century. that’s a pretty huge task. 
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dr. orbAch: i personally don’t believe we can do the 80 percent reduction, 
but i would like…  

dr. lindZen: if we did it, it would be very consequential.

dr. orbAch: but when you talk about constant benefits, be careful who 
you’re talking about. We’re very comfortable in the northern hemisphere. in 
fact, we can grow grapes in sweden if we heat up, but the people in the equato-
rial belt may not feel the same way. And indeed, if you take a global view, you 
need to do that in your cost and benefit analysis.

MAle Voice: thanks. in addition to the cigarette analogy, i’ll remind us that 
the lipid hypothesis about heart disease, which was generated after the second 
World War, also was a big guess, if you will, based on the data. And at least half 
of the decrease in mortality from cardiovascular disease since the second World 
War has occurred as a consequence of the fact that we took it seriously because 
doing something might have made a difference.

My question is for ray, and it goes to Mary Ann’s suggestion about experi-
ment, namely, if one were to undertake a serious attempt to reduce co2 emis-
sions and stabilize whatever rate it occurred, how long would it take and to 
what extent could we measure an impact in the slowing of the amount of warm-
ing; that is, can you do that kind of an experiment in our lifetime?

dr. orbAch: And the question was, how long do you want to wait? My view 
is that the equilibrium issue for constant forcing, or increasing forcing, which is 
my hypothesis, if you go back to 1880, takes a hundred years. And so you won’t 
know what the consequences are of our reduction in co2 for quite a while. on 
the other hand, you will see your forefathers’ contribution to co2 having its 
consequence. And so if it makes you feel any better, you’ll be able to track what 
they did to you and think about what you’re doing to our offspring.

Mr. george: i have one question from master of ceremonies privilege. one 
of the practical problems that people in texas face is climate matters a lot, 
mainly in the terms of water. now if i’m a public official trying to determine 
how to build infrastructure, and how my population is going to be provided 
water over let’s say the colorado river basin of texas, which is on the edge 
of a very dry and a relatively wet area, and i need to decide whether to spend 
several hundred, millions, or billions of dollars to build improvements or not 
build improvements, to do things to affect the quantity of water i can capture 
and use, how do i go about doing things like relying on the drought of record as 
a benchmark to do my planning?

We have made a lot of decisions in this state based upon assumptions about 
particular weather patterns that have happened since the Anglo folks from eu-
rope began measuring what happened in texas. how do we make those deci-
sions in this world of uncertainty?
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dr. orbAch: Well, i think it’s uni-directional. if you don’t assume anything 
changes, we’ve got a water problem, and you better start investing. but there 
have been projections. this is different from global climate. You’re talking 
about weather, and that’s a much more difficult thing to predict on a local basis. 
What i understand of the southwest, coming from california where these issues 
have been looked at, the consequences of significant warming are very serious. 
And so the water issue will be with us whether or not there’s global warming. 
it’s a question of exacerbating the problem.

Mr. george: the second question builds on that same topic. i’m a member 
of the public utilities commission of texas. if i have to make a decision to ap-
prove a coal-fired power plant in south texas, or a natural gas-fired power plant 
in south texas, what factors should i consider, if any, about the environment in 
weighing the choices?

dr. orbAch: the natural gas combined cycle plant uses about half of the 
co2 as a pulverized coal-fired power plant. so there’s no way to answer your 
question until i know what you are worried about.

the price of natural gas now is a quarter of the value of the btus that oil is. 
currently, four dollars per million btus is stable for natural gas, and the reason 
that people have been nervous about moving towards natural gas is the volatil-
ity of gas prices. not so long ago it was up around $12. 

i’m sorry, there is no vertical integration of natural gas and the electric utility 
issue. there is for coal. the contrast for coal lasts for 20 years, and so there’ s 
a predictability of cost. right now, today, coal is still cheaper than natural gas 
combined cycle, but it emits twice the amount of co2. 

dr. lindZen: could i add something to that? in terms of any given location, 
or even the us as a whole, these decisions have to deal with whether you’re con-
cerned with climate change or you’re concerned with the demonization of co2. 
Whether the us choses to go with coal, or electric power, or natural gas, or oil 
as it had done 40, 50 years ago, it would have virtually no impact on climate, 
not matter what you believe about the noise. that is to say, into an algorithmic 
range, doubling co2 gives you the same impact no matter where you start from. 
And the contribution to co2 levels from any of these decisions is going to be 
minimal. so it’s true that if you make it an abstract value of co2 emission, then, 
yes, you might make a choice one way or the other. but if your decision is based 
on climate, it’s really not part of the equation.

MAle Voice: What if we stopped today with all the gas-fired- generation, 
went to nuclear and went to hydrogen cells for propulsion, what would happen, 
besides somebody being happier on the evening news?

dr. lindZen: in terms of climate? the question is that if we did away with 
co2-producing power generation, they’d stay the same way.
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dr. orbAch: Yes. i agree with dick. We are the only country, the only devel-
oping, major developing country and developed country, apart from a couple of 
notable exceptions, that have not built a nuclear power plant in 30 years, and 
there’s very little likelihood we’ll build more than two or three over the next 
decade. And that’s a choice that you, the public, has made by virtue of your 
elected officials. i think it’s a dumb policy, but that’s the policy that we’ve got.

MAle Voice: i am from Montgomery. My philosophical question has a little 
bit more to do with humankind’s therapeutic interventions into this problem, 
and the concepts of geo-engineering. there are a lot of technologies emerging, 
physical and biological, where we could significantly alter the outcome, being 
able to seed the atmosphere, genetically modify crops, genetically modify ani-
mals, the ability to synthetically synthetic biology, being able to create organ-
isms, all which could have different impact and application.

so my question, philosophically, is what are your expectations with regard 
to active therapeutic geo-engineering and who decides, because some of those 
technologies could be able to be implemented by even individuals, but they also 
could be implemented by individual countries, and yet have significant implica-
tions for the rest of the world. so would you comment on the emerging interven-
tions and who decides?

dr. orbAch: i can actually answer who decides, because i did. these issues 
of us pumping iron filings into the ocean, or changing the atmosphere by send-
ing up reflecting materials and so on were under my purview. And i elected not 
to go forward. And the reason was that these are irreversible and i didn’t know 
what would happen. And so in this case i elected not to support them. but not 
to quench the research that people were doing that would ultimately hopefully 
give us some answers. You’re playing here with Mother earth, and you can’t 
turn it around if you make a mistake. And so in my view, prudence led me not 
to support them. that was for seven years in doe.

MAle Voice: i am not a scientist, and i won’t try to wade into that argument. 
but a point has been made on history, namely the industrial revolution, and i 
am a historian. And being something of a contrarian in matters about history, it 
struck me to ask what is the evidence that 1880 really produced that big a jump 
for your hundred-year theory?

in other words, it seems to me that that is actually something that is testable 
by virtue of both historical sources and in other ways, and i’m sorry, i don’t see, 
just on the surface on it, the spike that suggests that correlates with what hap-
pened in 1980. so that’s my question.

dr. orbAch: And the answer is, i didn’t say a spike. What i was talking 
about was a slow increase, and the answer to your question is coal consump-
tion that occurred in europe during the 1880s and onward. i didn’t show a 
spike. there is no spike. but it’s a continuous factor that takes about a hundred 
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years to affect the equilibrium, or to reach equilibrium. so i think an interesting  
historical study might be coal production and usage as a function of time,  and 
see if there’s a correlation.

Mr. george: With that, i’m going to call a halt to our first session of the 
afternoon. thank you very much. thank you to dean rankin and our panel.



Stewardship of Family 
Succession

Powell Family Ranching Business

James L. Powell

Mr. george: And so our next session is the stewardship of family 
succession, an issue that is important to a lot of us about the legacy 
that we leave directly within our families. We’re going to hear first 

from James powell.
Mr. powell is a rancher and a banker from the fort McKavett area. he ranch-

es in schleicher, sutton, Menard, and tom green counties. from personal expe-
rience, making a living ranching in those counties has been a challenge for most 
of the period that he’s been alive. 

in addition to being a banker and rancher, he’s a graduate of rice univer-
sity, a navy veteran, and is involved in associations associated with wool, the 
national growers Association, the Wool growers Association, and cattle and 
banking industry, president of the board of regents at texas state university 
system, active in higher education, active in conservation, active in political, 
religious, and civic affairs in texas for many years. James powell.

Mr. poWell: thank you. it’s a pleasure to be here and talk about my family. 
i’ve been asked to talk about something i know something about.

it has been of interest to our family to see if what we had to work with could 
be passed to the children of our family. And we worked very diligently on that, 
at least i have, for the last 60 years, 65 years. And in order to set a stage for this, 
i’d like to go back in history. 

in order to settle this young nation’s outback, to distribute the land, not only 
that land that the federal government or the state had through the homestead 
Act, but indian land, families and individuals were awarded land grants. they 
were asked to live on those land grants and develop them. scott powell, father 
of John Knox polk powell, was one such individual who took advantage of 
these land grants. his five sons fought in the civil War and they took land grants 
for their service.

in 1872, John Knox powell and his family migrated from Meigs county, 
tennessee. they went to everman, texas, 10 miles south of fort Worth, to 
farm and enroll their forthcoming children in texas schools. in the year 1873, 
my paternal grandfather, leonidus polk powell, was born. At the age of 20 he 
purchased land and began farming.
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in 1895, at the age of 22, he married essie Vaughn, and two years later his 
first child, faye, arrived. she was followed in one year by my father, Virgil 
James. After plowing with a team of mules at the rate of two acres per day  
for several years, my grandfather decided to go into a more lucrative ranch 
business in 1902, even though more time from home would be required. he 
chose to homestead lands, believing it was the best immediate approach for this 
achievement.

the republic of texas, 1836 to 1845, awarded headrights of one league, 
which was 4,428 acres, for heads of family, and one labor, 177.1 acres, for a 
single man to farm. during the republic the headrights were changed three 
times, culminating in 640 acres for the families and 320 acres for an individu-
al. by 1845, approximately 81.4 million acres of land had been awarded. the 
various laws provided land for immigrants, colonies, homesteads, revolutionary 
military service, railroads, and education. in most cases, depending on the Act, 
water development and a residence of three years were required to receive a 
deed. When texas joined the union in 1845, these land rights were recognized. 
from this point forward, the homestead Act of 1862, along with certain acts of 
texas legislature, prevailed.

bronco, texas, was my grandfather’s first stop to begin the use of the home-
stead Act in texas as well as adjoining land in neighboring new Mexico. large 
acreages could be leased in new Mexico, allowing for a larger cattle operation 
and the employment of more men who could homestead land to add to the tex-
as homestead. the employees would accept family upkeep for five years (during 
the homestead period), then transfer that homestead right to the employer. After 
completing homestead requirements, in this case, five years, in residence and 
development of water, a deed was then transferred. the land could be worked 
as a ranch on their own or sold. 

the homes on these properties were usually two-room dugouts, although 
some had three rooms. A residence in roswell was necessary to school the two 
children, my father and my aunt. however, the family resided in this dugout in 
the summer months. now it is difficult for me to envision my regal grandmother 
with her two children living at any time in a dugout. travel between the dugout 
and home in roswell was a very long day by buckboard. the advent of the 
Model t would shorten the trip, if a car could be purchased. on advice of a 
friend who owned a Model t, my grandfather sold his steers and traded them 
for sheep. he traded them for sheep because income was far greater with two 
products to sell—wool and lamb. now $500 was the cost of a vehicle, and, with 
this trade, that was in sight. A year later, the additional income provided for the 
purchase of the Model t. the horse and buckboard were sold. 

the homestead program continued until 1918 when the operation was on 
el capitan Mountain near roswell, new Mexico. in that year the coldest tem-
perature on record was listed. during the cold spell, my grandfather fed carts to 
a bonfire to keep the sheep from freezing. having added sheep to the business, 
it was decided to return to texas and a warmer climate. My father was asked to 
leave new Mexico Military institute to care for livestock while my grandfather 
looked for property in texas. 



92 the philosophical society of texas

Weeks later, in January 1919, on order, by wire, my grandfather asked my 
father to ship, by rail, all the livestock to big lake, texas, traveling a distance 
of 25 miles to the newly acquired crockett county ranch. the sheep’s white 
wool had been scorched black as a result of their crowding the bonfire to pre-
vent freezing. the novel sight attracted a large number of people to view the 
anomaly.

Among those arriving at the big lake rail yards was dwain hughes, presi-
dent of the first national bank of Mertzon. his invitation to my grandfather 
to make the bank his place of service was accepted. grandfather was happy to 
know a bank was willing to assist him. incidentally, dwain hughes is a relative 
of a member of your organization, Vester hughes.

now in those days financial panics occurred unexpectedly. it was known that 
the institution that had financed this ranch and had the note was the nervous 
kind. so the note was subsequently, with the agreement of Vester hughes’ fa-
ther, Vester, transferred to the first national bank of Mertzon.

it is today our family bank. it was the beginning of a longstanding rela-
tionship with Vester hughes; his father, Vester; dwain hughes, his uncle; and 
the powell family. since that time my father and i have held positions in the 
bank. today steve coates is chairman of the board; my nephew, Mort Mertz is 
president; and Vester, howard derrick, my cousin, and i are honorary directors. 
the governing directors are chairman steve coates, president Mort Mertz, my 
nephew len Mertz, Joel suggs, harvey Williams, and trey berry.

before bands of sheep were brought to big lake; each band contained 1500 
head of ewes. they were taken to the ranch and grazed on 22 sections, 14,080 
acres of land. that accounted for the stocking rate that was taken, being 11.7 
acres per animal unit, which is very important to remember. 

the value of oil production in West texas was little known, as were the 
mineral values. however, humble oil company made an offer to purchase a 
large portion of the ranch minerals. it was accepted. land was subsequently 
purchased in Menard, san saba, and schleicher counties. production was dis-
covered in 1925. because the minerals had been sold, very little royalty was 
owned; therefore, very little income accrued from the production.

three years later my father traveled east from the county seat of ozona to 
the neighboring community of sonora where he met and married my mother, 
Johnnie dell White. her grandfather was James taylor White, the third of four 
children whose descendants migrated from louisiana to the republic of texas 
in 1836. You can understand why he felt lucky to cross beautiful country since 
he had come from the marshlands of louisiana. 

And as members of stephen f. Austin’s colony of three hundred, their desti-
nation was san felipe de Austin in the republic of texas. families of the colony 
were granted a legion of land, 4,428 acres for livestock and a labor of land of 
177.1 acres for farming. in future years, the land was divided among the chil-
dren, or sold.

My maternal grandfather, James t. White ii, settled on purchased land in 
cherokee county and san saba in san saba county in 1860. Mother’s father, 
John henry White, was born at cherokee in 1862, and third of seven children. 
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he married ellen coffman in 1895. they reared seven children. born in 1907 
was my mother; she was fifth.

the main source of income was a dry land farm and some livestock. An 
economic unit for a livestock operation needed to encompass at least 5,000 
acres, and more now, probably quite a bit more now. to be productive, large 
costs, long hours of labor, and abiding dedication were needed to place water, 
fences, corrals, dipping vats, homes, and other improvements on unimproved 
land. stocking rates similar to that mentioned in crockett county, 11.7 acres 
per animal unit, were contingent on these properties. in those days management 
considered droughts to be short and rains to be dependable. the constant ap-
pearance of droughts resulted in a gradual deterioration of quality forage and 
an infestation of non-productive brushes. this condition continued and a long-
term drought beginning in 1950 and lasting seven years severely reduced avail-
able forage for grazing. stocking rates had to increase to 25 acres per animal 
unit. this resulted in a reduced return on investment and much larger operation 
costs to control the brush. 

today the us government has provided the individual an opportunity to con-
trol and develop a business in agriculture, or any other sector of the economy, as 
far as his education, initiative, and ability will take him. this proud quality of 
citizenship should be preserved. our forefathers have solved crucial problems: 
water development, fence and corral installation, predator control, installation 
of electric, telephone and road service, and building a community of churches, 
hospitals, and schools. 

it is our responsibility to preserve today’s environment and resolve current 
problems so that we can improve production of the future for the custodians of 
our property. one small example is the need to provide water for the public as 
well as the ranch operation. An example of which i have knowledge is the pecan 
creek Watershed. 

the texas legislature in 2000 passed a bill to assist in financing the removal 
of brush from about two million acres of the north and south concho rivers’ 
Watershed. this project would provide more water for the communities that 
enjoy the rivers’ flow nearby. it is of great interest that the benefits are often 
difficult to realize. for instance, with proper management the removal of all 
brush on the 400,000-acre pecan creek Watershed, which is a tributary of the 
south concho river, would allow grass to cover that area. before removal of 
the brush, known to be mesquite and juniper cedar in a 65 percent canopy, only 
four inches of an annual rainfall of 18 inches would flow downstream. that is 
approximately 1,545 acres of water, 60 feet in depth that would be released. 
the brush requires 2,800 pounds of water to grow one pound of brush. grass 
requires only 700 pounds of water to grow 1 pound of grass. so with grass re-
placing the brush, the discharge of rain would be 12 inches of an 18-inch annual 
rainfall, and it would amount to 4,748 acres and be 60 feet deep. that would 
then go downstream in the rivers supplying the neighboring communities. that’s 
approximately three times more water to be released in each annual rainfall to 
support the grass growth that will cover all the terrain and supply feed for the 
wildlife and the livestock. that is 132 million gallons of runoff in each average 
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annual rainfall. san Angelo will pump slightly more than 5.2 billion gallons of 
water annually for its community. in an average year, rain on the pecan creek 
Watershed would supply enough water for 22 years of municipal consumption. 

this is a graph that will show you how i calculated the runoff and the amount 
of water that would go downstream. if brush remains on the watershed, only 
30 billion gallons of water is available, and the water supply would be only 
five years. other than evaporation and transportation, most of the water flows 
downstream for agricultural usage and the usage of our neighbor communities. 

Along the way, experimental and mechanical devices were developed to try 
to eradicate the brush. one was a foam machine, and that was effective, but it 
proved too slow and costly, not successful for brush, but successful for vegeta-
bles. And another example was the elimination of a very costly pest, the screw-
worm fly. that was a tremendous feat, and it was very successful. the flies were 
shot with a large instrument with radiation and it sterilized the male. they bred 
the females and as a result the eggs that were hatched were sterile; they did not 
hatch, and that has eliminated the screwworm fly. With initial high capital in-
vestment by the livestock men, the us department of Agriculture continued the 
program so that now the pest is completely eliminated from the north Ameri-
can continent. My estimate is that annually there has been a restoration of 8 
percent of the livestock men’s capital. that was originally an annual cost of the 
livestock and wildlife lost to the pest added to the large cost of labor to doctor 
and save livestock afflicted by the screwworm. in those days horse work was 12 
hours a day, seven days a week, from the last frost in April to the first frost in 
october, when that frost sent the fly into hibernation. 

Another benefit to the American consumer who wishes to purchase reason-
ably priced cotton clothing and the farmer who wishes a more efficient farming 
operation is the bollworm control program. today there are large savings result-
ing from this program.

given the freedom and minimum government regulation, citizens of this 
country will accept responsibilities, actively preserve our heritage, and resolve 
problems that plague our economy and democratic system. i have been a part 
of some of those efforts. A matter of great importance in the future for us is the 
preservation of our heritage. our countrymen’s and youths’ understanding of 
our country’s history and of the principles of which our country was built are 
vital. the everlasting need of knowledge by voters is necessary. the founders of 
our country knew education, honesty, integrity, and vigilance to international 
and internal dangers were necessary to maintain this democratic republic. 

it was ben franklin who responded to a lady as he exited the constitutional 
convention in philadelphia when she asked, “What kinds of government have 
we?” he responded, “A republic, if you can keep it.” those who read the in-
augural addresses of Washington, Jefferson, John Adams, and other early presi-
dents will find those admonitions stated.

today a large question arises that needs resolving immediately. land grants, 
land purchases, and estates are now and in the future will be broken up as cur-
rent owners die and pass their expertise and land to their children and heirs. in 
the instance of my childhood family, my parents had a son and twin daughters. 
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there are three children. i married nancy hunt of sonora, Madolyn married 
Mort Mertz of san Angelo and Marolyn married Joe bean of ozona. As a result 
there are 9 grandchildren, 18 great-grandchildren, and 7 great-great-grandchil-
dren. When the landholdings are broken 38 ways, the units are too small to be 
economically viable. some in government wish to levy a heavy death tax on 
these estates.

now on september 1, 2010, robert rubin, co-chairman of the council on 
foreign relations, and former secretary of the us treasury, suggested the top 
tax rate be placed at 45 percent. through the years the business has paid an an-
nual income tax. then at death, an additional burden, the death tax is imposed 
upon the estate. rubin suggests an exemption of $7 million per family be pro-
vided, which would exempt 4,500 acres of agriculturally productive land. that 
is not an economic unit. As the productive units are forced by taxes from the 
hands of those families and individuals with productive expertise, a very large 
risk is in play that may limit production of future food and clothing supplies 
for the united states population, when that certain foe acquires the power to 
threaten our freedoms and safety. it is my hope that councils that propose policy 
for this country, such as the council on foreign relations, will pause and reflect 
on this important issue and travel in a more reasonable course.

these, ladies and gentlemen, are the principles and the heritage for which we 
are responsible and should with the greatest effort conserve. thank you.



The Kempner Family in 
Galveston and in 

Sugarland

Harris L. Kempner Jr.

Mr george: next we’ll hear about family succession from shrub 
Kempner. harris l. Kempner, Jr., i believe is his actual birth name. 
shrub Kempner is so well known to this room; it is hard for me to 

even try to introduce him. he is a well-educated harvard graduate, stanford 
business school, portfolio manager of Kempner capital Management in galves-
ton. he is a dynamic texan, active in his religion and the board of directors of 
American Jewish committee. 

he is one of those people for whom the community of galveston, texas, 
owes its existence. galveston has had troubled times in recent years and Mr. 
Kempner is one of those people who we claim as a prized member of the society 
and who has done a whole lot for texas and particularly for galveston. 

Mr. KeMpner: the fact is, i’m named after a street in galveston. i’ve been 
asked to talk to you about the Kempner family and galveston with an accent 
on stewardship and continuity. this has morphed into a discussion of transmis-
sion of family values by their activities. it occurred to me while i was working 
on it, that whereas there are some elements of stewardship in what we’ve done 
in galveston over the years, we are of course one of many groups of people 
involved there. A more clear-cut example of the Kempner family stewardship is 
sugar land because, as some of you may know, it was a company town for a 
good part of the 20th century. so i’ll try to cover both.

let’s talk first about galveston. My great-grandfather, harris Kempner, the 
original, got there in approximately 1870 having been an immigrant to new 
York city at the age of 14. A peddler, he worked his way somehow from new 
York to cold springs, texas, where he established a dry goods store. he fought 
in the civil War for the south, was wounded, left for dead, and recovered. he 
came to galveston afterwards for the opportunities there. he was a very suc-
cessful businessman, but died early and very unexpectedly in 1896, at age 56.

My grandfather, i.h. Kempner, ike, whom some of you may have known, 
was 21 years old at the time, a senior in college. he had to come back be-
fore graduation. he essentially stepped up, maintained and built the businesses, 
some of which still exist, with the later help of his three brothers and his indomi-
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table mother, my great-grandmother, whom i still remember very vividly indeed. 
the family has played a part in galveston’s future since 1870, therefore.

now, in galveston, in turns of stewardship, our activities are characterized 
by philanthropy and political involvement, as well as economics. You have to 
expand, at least when you’re talking about my family, to the Kempner-levy 
family. My mother’s father and uncle were lawyers in galveston and part of 
this story.

We’ve been heavily involved in changing the galveston form of government 
twice. the first was with a commission form of government, which my grandfa-
ther helped spearhead, utilized for the first time just before the 1900 storm. My 
grandfather was the first commissioner of finance of a ruined city.

secondly, my mother, a levy, along with other league of Women Voters 
members, helped change that commission form to the present day council man-
ager form of government in 1961. the conversations around the dinner table 
between her and my grandfather must have been quite interesting. At that point. 
i was away at school, but i can just imagine.

she ran and was elected councilwoman, the first female elected to galveston 
city government. i count three mayors of galveston among my Kempner-levy 
family, including most recently my cousin lyda Ann thomas, who eerily was 
the mayor of galveston during and after the devastation of hurricane ike in 
2008. she’s just been term-limited. When those names came up that March, 
we both called each other more or less simultaneously and said, “it wouldn’t 
be conceivable that we’d be hit by the ike one, would it?” Well, yes. it was like 
some kind of weird pattern was in effect.

the other non-business role in terms of stewardship that we’ve played in 
galveston has been a philanthropic one. individual family members have always 
been involved, but particularly of note is that we allowed some of the benefits of 
the business to go to the harris & eliza Kempner fund. it was formed in 1947 
and has been involved in every major social, economic, arts, and preservation 
aspect of galveston since. this will continue on in perpetuity as one of the main 
tools for the Kempner family in continuity that we have, and that i commend to 
all of you to think about. but, there were many others to cooperate with, and 
there were many others to contend with over the last 140 years in galveston. 

sugar land, beginning in 1906, was a somewhat different story. in 1906, the 
most unlikely pairing of partners i know of came together to buy and set up a 
facility for managing some 18,000 acres of land in the imperial sugar refinery 
in sugar land, a community then aptly named the hell hole of the brazos. it 
was an area where most of the labor was done by convicts. one person thought 
it of note to point out that, “About a mile from sugar land there was a dump 
called Mexico. liquor was sold openly, dance and gambling places and prostitu-
tion operated full blast. it was a cesspool. All nationalities, scum, drifters, and 
professional gamblers.” it sounds like some descriptions i’ve actually heard of 
galveston. Many men carried pistols, mostly in their pants pockets, a probable 
reason for the popularity of suspenders at that time.

A successful citizen of this region was a man named W.t. eldridge. Mr. el-
dridge was the gentleman with whom, in 1906, my grandfather, i.h, Kempner, 
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chose to do a 50-50 partnership in buying both the land and the sugar company, 
and taking responsibility for the citizens who lived there as well. the difference 
between these two men is pretty clear cut. My grandfather was a distinguished 
intellectual, family-oriented, and a very gentle man. Mr. eldridge, on the other 
hand, was tried twice for murder. the second episode took place before wit-
nesses in a crowded moving railroad car where he gunned it out with an enemy 
in a quick draw situation. he also succeeded in wounding a bystander in the car. 
he was a very rough guy.

however, he was a successful businessman, a landowner in that area, and 
a banker. My grandfather chose to partner with him, a choice that still baffles 
all of us. this began a 25-year period where the two served as astonishingly 
amiable partners. My grandfather and the rest of the family chiefly handled the 
finances in the sugar company, Mr. eldridge was primarily in charge of the acre-
age and agricultural interests. they created a company town.

some aspects of this may appeal to you as good business, but there was cer-
tainly an aspect of good stewardship. they cleaned up the Mexico brothels right 
away. My grandfather refused to use convict labor, and they brought in tenants 
and other workers. they basically populated the company town largely with 
german and czech folk from the schulenburg area, because that’s where some 
of their initial employees came from. i remember czech music being played on 
a sugar land radio station in my youth.

they were a segregated community, but they built the first new houses that 
anyone had seen in a generation or more for all the races. they built stores and 
utilities, and they spent a substantial amount of money on a levee system to keep 
the brazos from flooding as badly as it had, and put in shell roads which were 
considered high tech at the time.

in 1918, about the end of the war, they went to california to see a model 
school, and a copy of it was built with 11 buildings in sugar land. they built 
the non-profit laura eldridge hospital in 1921, and they created the bank in the 
late ‘20s. the sugar company prospered generally and the land was profitable, 
and the citizens certainly had a better life in the late ‘20s than they did in ‘06.

there was an interesting sense of obligation to others that occurred during 
the depression when suddenly there was very limited money available for this 
kind of investment. Mr. eldridge died in 1931, but his heirs kept their owner-
ship until we bought them out just after World War ii. during the ‘30s we kept 
the company open with rfc loans and others. those who say the government 
doesn’t have a role in the private sector must remember the rfc occasionally. 

the company maintained salaries for employees when it could have easily 
gone under. that was the most important single act of stewardship we did. We 
had to refinance at least twice. like everyone else, we were sucking wind. but in 
1931 we built a second school, which indeed is a brave statement about how we 
felt about the community. the hospital of course had to be heavily subsidized. 
We also went into the economic development business, attracting new indepen-
dent businesses to the area.

in 1938, when the laborers of the sugar company desired a union, my uncle, 
herbert Kempner, then in operating charge, said, “if they want one, i see no rea-
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son to place obstructions in their path.” from 1938 onward, the sugar company 
was, in fact, unionized and we were never struck.

in 1958 we moved gradually to end the company town format. Among other 
reasons, houston could have shortly swallowed us, which we did not want to 
happen. Workers were sold the homes in which they lived; the city of sugar 
land was granted its charter in 1959. it was a town of about 3,000 people at 
the time.

And finally, the last step my family took before selling all the land was to 
recognize that highway 59’s incursion into sugar land made it far more devel-
opable. We wanted to ensure we had a quality developer, both for the citizens 
themselves and for ourselves because a new quality development would set a 
tone for the rest.

i remember going around with my father to real estate developments around 
houston. After looking at their Webster nAsA development, it was quite easy 
to determine that at least there was a high probability that Jay Kamin and stew-
art Morris would develop the sugar land area as well, and well. our faith 
in them was justified as they created what is now sugar creek. finally, in the 
late 1970s we sold the rest of the land to Jerry hinds. now one sees explosive 
growth at sugar land. it’s a city of approximately 85,000 people, which at the 
moment is almost two times the size of galveston.

now throughout all this we made our set of mistakes, but the primary 
concept has always been that we had dual responsibilities, to sugar land and 
galveston, to enhance the towns and make a reasonable return on our invest-
ment there. We saw no conflict between the two. on the contrary, we believe 
they were complementary long-term goals. that still is the hallmark of all of 
our activities.

And since this is the philosophical society of texas, i think i’ll throw you a 
philosophical bone. because i think that philosophically this kind of motivation, 
is that of traditional Jewish concept; in hebrew tikkun olam means making the 
world a better place. 

in Judaism there’s a very cloudy picture of whether there is actually a heaven 
or hell. but there’s no doubt whatsoever that one of the highest obligations as a 
Jew is to make the world a better place, particularly since this may be the only 
world you ever inhabit.

Whatever other motives were operating among the Kempner family in our 
communities during this period of over 140 years, making the world a better 
place by our lives has been a concept we’ve held to proudly. thank you.



Stewardship of  
Resources Part Two
Stewardship Through the Eyes of a Bird Dog

Dale Rollins

Mr. george: dale rollins is a unique guy. he wants to challenge Mr. 
bamberger’s foreman on bird calls and he’s probably pretty good at 
that. dale is a native of hollis, oklahoma, a graduate of southwest-

ern oklahoma state university, oklahoma state, with a ph.d. from texas tech.
 he is a wildlife scientist, works as a professor at the extension in Wildlife 
service here in san Angelo, and has for a long time—i don’t know how long 
i’ve been reading him, but a good while—written about preserving wildlife and 
quail in particular in the Livestock Weekly and other publications. 
 he is probably the most knowledgeable person in this part of the world in 
dealing with the wildlife of this part of texas, quail in particular. i welcome dale 
rollins.

dr. rollins: i appreciate your indulgence and our patience. You have been 
through a long day; i’ve shared it with you. i’ve enjoyed the presentations. i was 
flattered when Mark Mclaughlin asked me to speak to the philosophical soci-
ety of texas. i actually called him a couple of weeks ago, i said, “is that literal?”
 he assured me it was, and after being at your presentation today, well, i 
wholeheartedly concur.
 Welcome to san Angelo. We’re proud to have you here. And since Mr. bam-
berger did throw down a gauntlet saying that his foreman was just the next best 
thing to a bird, i take that as a bit of a challenge and i told david i was going 
to do this. he left at lunch. i did win the national Quail calling contest back in 
2001, and so when i’m at a meeting, people will start reading off my credentials 
and ranchers don’t give a rat’s patoot about that. but when you can say, “have 
you ever been charged by quail, have you ever been attacked by quail,” and you 
get them to do that, it looks impressive to them. so i’ll give your state bird of 
texas, which you know as what?
 Mockingbird.
 does anybody know the right name of the mockingbird?
 i thought this was a philosophical group. Mimus polyglottos. Mimic many 
voices. so here’s a mockingbird. so here you’re mixing offers.
 And imitation is indeed the most sincere form of flattery.
 And while the computer’s coming up, i don’t know if there are any hunters 
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in this group. i question whether there are because you hold your meeting right 
here during the height of the rut. And right in the middle of quail season, but 
there must be hunters coming up in the ranks because i notice you’re going to 
have your meeting changed next year after quail and deer season.
 there are some hunters in the administration looming. certainly hunting is 
a big component of West texas. if you fly into the airport out here during the 
month of April, probably three-quarters of the passengers are wearing camou-
flage; they’re coming to West texas to hunt turkey. And if you’re hunting turkey, 
you want to sound like a lovesick hen. before i imitate this, i always have to ask, 
are there any lovesick hens?

All you want to do is just make a little seductive yelp like this. okay. 
 people ask, “Where did you learn all that?” i tell them i got my b.s. in a lot 
of places. Again, welcome to san Angelo. i’ve been here 24 years. they told me 
when i moved to san Angelo, if you wear out a pair of boots in san Angelo, 
you’ll never live anywhere else. i’m on my third pair of boots and i’m still here. 
so it is really is a wonderful place and we’re glad to have you here. And that’s 
about where you’re at. 
 now, where are you relative to all the lights? You’re in a black hole. Well, i 
think that’s good because when i talk about quail and tell people where quail 
used to be but where they’re not anymore, i tell them quail are like cockroach-
es—they like dark spots. 
 Aldo leopold, who i’m going to talk quite a bit about in my presentation, 
said, “to those devoid of imagination, a blank spot on the map is a useless 
waste; to others, the most valuable part.” 
 if you live in West texas, we take that as a great blessing. so my task is to 
talk about stewardship, and i titled it stewardship through the eyes of a bird 
dog. After hearing our last two speakers, i’m a bit embarrassed. i can probably 
tell you more about the pedigrees of my dog than the pedigrees of my family.
 this gentleman, Aldo leopold, who we recognize in wildlife and conserva-
tion—as the father of wildlife conservation, wrote a book in 1948 called Sand 
County Almanac and i will kind of quote from it somewhat. but in the preface 
of that, he said, “there are some who can live without wild things, and some 
who cannot not.  these essays are the delights and dilemmas of one who can-
not.” so for the next 20, 30 minutes i’m just going to substitute essays with 
ramblings, and i adopt that as basically my modus operandi.
 i am a student of quail. i came by it naturally; i came by it honestly when i 
was five years old, south of hollis, oklahoma, out in the country. during the 
summer i heard this bird, and my mother was in the kitchen. she said, that 
bird calls its name, bob White. And i tell people after 48 years, it’s still calling 
me today. so much of my profession, my avocation, and my vocation, has been 
steered as a student of quail. 
 And i suspect i could speak for our climatologists and others who have spo-
ken today that when you’re introduced as an expert on x, Y or Z, in my case, 
quail, i can promise you i’m saying one thing as i move towards the lectern: 
there’s a whole lot i don’t understand about quail. education is a life-long pro-
cess, something we can all agree with there.
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 i’ve got to tell you real quickly what my day job is. i work for texas Agrilife 
extension service. that’s the outreach arm of texas A&M university to all 
of the county agents and landowners across the western half of texas to help 
them become better stewards of their wildlife resources, per se, their natural 
resources, the folks who primarily own wildlife.
 And i try to make that to where it complements to a degree that it can, of 
these cattle operations or sheep and wool operations, but with the realization 
that you can never maximize both at the same time. there’s always going to be 
trade-offs. You’ve got to be able to appreciate those. 
 As an advertisement, i started a camp 18 years ago called the bobwhite bri-
gade, training young leaders and using quail as the model to teach natural re-
source and conservation leadership skills to high school youth. And we now 
have a total of six camps in texas, and if you have any youngsters ages 14 to 
17, i hope you’ll remember at some point in time you can go to texasbrigades.
org and find out all about that.

 but just as Mr. bamberger was talking about his conservation education ef-
forts, and i certainly applaud those, we just take a little bit different tack. We 
put 25 kids at each one of these camps. they’re a boot camp on wildlife man-
agement using quail or deer or bass as a resource. basically, we bring them to 
grips with the fact that if you want to get ahead in life, you’ve got to work while 
others sleep. it’s a 100-hour boot camp and we keep those kids up and working 
about 86 hours of that boot camp. so we really put them through their paces.
 proverbs 22:6 says, train up a child in the way he should go and when he is 
old he will not depart from it. so i think we can all appreciate the importance 
of roots, generation roots, just as Mr. powell and so forth. today’s kids, as you 
can appreciate, have suffered from what we call nature deficit disorder. 
 We also use the old saying that, Anyone can count the seeds in an apple, but 
no one can count the apples in the seed. And we can take kids from some of the 
most urban areas of texas. We’re not trying to train wildlife biologists; we’re 
trying to train future leaders. We want the next generation of senator cornyns 
to have a good background in wildlife and conservation.
 My other day job is that i serve as director of the rolling plains Quail re-
search ranch located about a 100 miles north of here. i won’t bore you with 
all the details. if you’re a quail hunter or interested in quail, i encourage you to 
come see us and you can check us out there on quailresearch.org.
 now, going back to my okie roots, i failed to ask, how many of you all have 
a degree from the university of texas? i bet a fair number of you. oh, yeah. 
Well, you know another dr from hollis, oklahoma, darrell royal. i peddle 
myself as the second dr from hollis, oklahoma. 
 but i’m also very proud there’s a lot of people from my home state, and no 
prouder of anyone than Will rogers. to me, Will rogers was as an insightful an 
individual as there ever was. if you read his quotations, they could be on tomor-
row’s headlines and be just as timely, as appropriate. so i’m a real fan of Will 
rogers. i’m a real fan of quotations, as you’re going to see as we go through the 
presentation.
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 America’s good fortune can’t possibly last longer than her natural resources. 
okay. Memory time. there was a television commercial, and the narrator said, 
“some people have a deep abiding respect for the natural beauty that was once 
this country, and some people don’t.” Who was featured on that commercial?

MAle Voice: iron eyes cody.

 We have a winner. iron eyes cody in the Keep America beautiful campaign 
started about 1971. how many of you can remember that commercial? do you 
think it had an impact? i think it had an impact. so when we talk about some of 
these monumental societal problems that we face, never forget that things can 
work. And i think that one had an impact, a positive impact.
 leopold said that the oldest task in human history is to live on a piece of 
land without spoiling it. Are there any spoiled properties across texas? like Mr. 
bamberger said, he wasn’t looking for good property, he was wanting the most 
defiled property there was, and the realtor said, “Well, there’s plenty of that.” 

 have you ever noticed, when you fly, the erosion scars that you see on the 
landscape? it’s a depressing sight, but look at the erosion that’s occurred in the 
landscape out there. soil is one of our greatest natural resources, and, you know, 
Mr. bamberger did a great example in talking on stewardship, plant diversity, 
and animal diversity. When i deal with landowners, primarily, some of them are 
what i call born to the land; others are reborn to the land, they’re second or 
third generation. they’ve moved off to dallas, houston, wherever. now they’ve 
come back and purchased property or resumed the family operations. 
 And there’s a third group that i just call ag business. And the motivations for 
why they own land are different, the way they think about land and stewardship 
and succession of that inter-generationally. i think all those change depending 
on the situation.
 i like this quote: “in the end we will conserve only what we love; we will love 
only what we understand; we will understand only what we are taught.” i love 
that as a benchmark or as a backdrop when i’m having a workshop, whether 
that be 13-year-old kids or 73-year-old ranchers. And every one of them has 
something to bring to the table. 
 Jay Weaver was a prairie ecologist who studied the tall grass prairie up in il-
linois for many, many years back in the ’30s and ’40s. he wrote that rangelands 
are an open book for those willing to read. upon each grass-covered hillside is 
revealed the history of the past, the conditions of the present, and the hope for 
the future.
 And when our various speakers talk about mesquite or they talk about in-
dian grass, all those plants tell a story. it may not be a good story, but it tells 
a story of the past. And throughout our management, good or bad, we have 
propagated certain species to the expense of others and those all have implica-
tions on down the road.
 so if we seek to improve stewardship, to teach a conservation ethic, as leo-
pold would call it, i see three hurdles to that. the first one’s ignorance. i’m not 
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being judgmental when i say that, it’s just lack of knowledge. second is apathy. 
Who cares? And the third one is greed. i suggest that those are three motives, 
there may be more, but i identified those three motives as why some of the coun-
try of texas looks like it does.
 leopold said that the urge to comprehend must precede the urge to reform. 
everybody wants to get out there and do a quick fix; they want to address the 
symptoms, but we don’t always want to think about the cause. And if you don’t 
address the root cause, you’ll have the symptoms back pretty quickly. And Mal-
colm forbes said that the role of education is to replace an empty mind with 
an open one. Will rogers once said that everybody’s ignorant, just on different 
subjects.
 that might be an underlying theme right here in this room. We’re all well-
educated, but we’re all ignorant, just in different subjects.
 some of you were alive back during the early part of the ’30s and the dust 
bowl days, probably the worst ecological catastrophe that north America has 
seen, at least in an acute sense. Why did it happen? ignorance. ignorance of soil 
erosion, ignorance of farming in dry areas, and practices which were just not 
compatible with the environmental regime of the time. We’ve learned a lot from 
that: shelterbelts, just a lot of better farming practices.
 this is what i call a quail-proof fence. now Mr. bamberger talked a little 
bit about deer-proof fences. You’ve all seen those, the eight-foot fence. Well, 
this is just standard fence, but one side is quail proof. do you know which side 
is quail proof? the area on your left. there’s no grass out there, so there’s no 
quail. Well, so was that a factor of ignorance, was it a factor of greed, or was it 
a factor of apathy? i don’t know. can anybody cite me from luke, chapter 10 
verse 33? “forgive these men, father, for they do not know what they are do-
ing.” so, again, we’ve got several motivations there that could have resulted in 
poor management, or it could have been a number of factors. but for whatever 
reason, we have that type of management.
 for my love of bobwhite, if you’re wondering why: i was raised in southwest-
ern oklahoma and—where you folks were probably endeared by white-tailed 
deer—there were no deer where i was at growing up. so if you went hunting, it 
was implied you were going for quail. And i’m a product of that, and so i built 
much of my professional life around quail and their dilemmas.
 lincoln asked why is it that we never consider rationing till we see the bot-
tom of the barrel? how many of you see as many quail now as you did 20 years 
ago? one person. i need to get your name and address. i’ve got some bird dogs 
we need to talk to you about.
 Most people have had a dramatic decline in bobwhites. now think about it. 
bobwhite. how many of you have heard the bobwhite’s whistles. it’s one of the 
most iconic songs that there is, and yet they’re going downhill like this over the 
last 40 years. they are the poster child for Audubon’s common birds in decline 
that they released about three years ago.
 if you look at that top row of charts going from left to right, the message 
there is, the darker the red, the more bobwhites. And that first graph is in 1978, 
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the second one is ’87, and the third one is ’97. if you look at the bottom two 
graphs, the red indicates if you have greater bobwhite numbers; green represents 
the greatest declines. 
 so if you want to go quail hunting in an area anywhere east of san Angelo, 
you’re not going to be very happy. And to me that’s recognized as one of the 
greatest conservation challenges that’s ever faced north America. Again this is 
the decline of a very common, formerly common quail.
 so as i work with landowners, i say, Are you a wide-eyed miner or a man-
ager? now think about it. think about the dichotomy there. Are you a miner or 
a manager? A miner extracts. We mine coal; we don’t manage coal. but if you’re 
dealing with a renewable natural resource, like a wild turkey, a white-tailed 
deer, a golden-cheeked warbler, those are renewable, and we should be moving 
towards that idea of the management, not just mining.
 so as i hold workshops, classes, again, for teenagers or adults, what we call 
Quail Appreciation days. i held about 60 of them across the state in the last 
15 years. i encourage the individuals to morph into a bobwhite. if you morph 
into the dimensions of a bobwhite, you stand six inches tall and you weigh six 
ounces.
 Morph for me. now, answer this question. how many bobcats do you whop? 
how many cooper’s hawks have you nailed? because he nails you after that. so 
we’ve got to think about how our management affects this little critter called a 
bobwhite. And as some of you know, the value of a quail probably exceeds the 
value of a calf on your rangelands. they’re that economically desirable. 
 And as we think about ranching, there are two things that really can impact 
quail habitat, positively or negatively, depending on how it’s applied, and that’s 
grazing management and brush management. they can be a very powerful posi-
tive force or a very powerful negative force, depending on how they’re applied. 
so certainly we want to learn the nuances of each.
 And sometimes you’ve got to talk about some of these plants that you’ve 
hated forever, and urge thinking about them through a different set of eyes. 
What is a weed but a plant whose virtues have yet to be discovered? 

this is buffalo burr, yellow sticker weed, Menard county alfalfa. this gentle-
man over in coleman county said, What can i spray that with? i said, Well, 
first of all, what is it? he didn’t know and i said, Well, man, that’s not too bad. 
i said, Quail like to eat the little old lava and charcoal rock seeds inside there. 
We hadn’t gone another 30 yards before we flushed about 15 birds out of there. 
And to this day he doesn’t mind the buffalo burr.
 so let me introduce you to my three philosophers that i want to cite and chat 
with you just a little about. the first one is my preacher, the second one is this 
Aldo leopold guy that i keep quoting, and the third is my departed bird dog, 
suzie. 
 preacher paul. preacher paul shero preaches at the southgate church of 
christ. he’d love to see any of you all out there in the morning. it’s on the south 
side of town. he conforms pretty well to Mark twain’s idea that few sinners are 
saved after the first 20 minutes.
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 now if he ever starts a sermon by saying, i want you all to know i’m not 
mad at any of you, what is he prefacing the congregation for? is it grace and 
salvation or fire and brimstone? fire and brimstone. he also says, You’re free 
to choose your actions, but you’re not free to choose the consequences. let me 
repeat that. You’re free to choose your actions, but you’re not free to choose the 
consequences.  
 And if that applies to teenagers on a back road, it applies to what’s going 
on in the back forty; it applies to basically everything that you all talked about 
today. right? he also has a couple of other philosophies. You own a dog and 
you feed a cat.
 And he’ll tell you it’s easier to find a new audience than it is to find a new 
sermon. so paul’s always anxious to visit other congregations. And he catches 
my attention every now and then. i don’t sleep very often; he really is a good 
preacher, best i’ve ever heard. 
 At one time he preached on the parable of the sower, galatians 6. And i 
thought this would be appropriate, as there are four main points in that sermon. 
As you sow, so shall you reap; you reap more than you sow, or you hope to; you 
reap in a different season than when you sow; and you can’t change last year’s 
crop.
 so, again, these are some pretty important living points, i think, that we need 
to think about there. Again, i work primarily with landowners, ranchers out in 
this part of this world, and so sometimes we meet in various locations. i want 
to use the backdrop of the north concho river. We had a brush Appreciation 
day out there about 2002.

now, i realize this is a highly educated group. sometimes i have to explain 
to the groups i’m talking to about what paradigm shift is, but you folks all 
know about paradigm shifts. there have been some major paradigm shifts ev-
erywhere, but out here in West texas some of them would be row binders versus 
round balers. 
 is there anybody here who’s ever ridden on a row binder? A couple of you 
have. i mean, i’m impressed. Were you at that inaugural meeting of the philo-
sophical society? Jeeps versus AtVs, green ketchup. Any of you remember green 
ketchup? i worked in a sale barn too long to enjoy green ketchup. 
 dodge pickup trucks. Any of you drive a dodge pickup truck? hey, man, 
that’s a success story now. You know, it used to be the soil conservation service 
and texas tech graduate students. digital cameras, cellular phones, all these are 
radical changes in the way things happen. And that last one is the basis for land 
values. When Mr. powell’s family was settling this country, the basis for land 
value was what? how many sheep he could run? how many cattle? how much 
wheat? how much cotton he could grow? 
 that’s not necessarily the same today. over the last 15 years it’s kind of 
changed. And it’s changed to this, towards this side where wildlife interest, 
hunting leases, and so forth are dictating the demand for rural land and wildlife-
based recreation. in fact, one realtor that i work with from lubbock says, in a 
very slow West texas drawl, We don’t sell ranches to ranchers anymore. that’s 
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a major paradigm shift. And there are both positive and negative consequences 
that come from that.
 As you visit with landowners, they fit somewhere along this continuum of 
goals. down there i’ve got a camouflage hat to represent the wildlife interest; 
over here i’ve got a stetson hat to represents livestock interest. And i will often 
walk along that continuum and say, how many of you fall right here, and how 
many of you fall here? because if you’ll tell me where you fall in that continuum, 
i can help you devise a management plan.
 but you can’t be down here and want to maximize wildlife, because they’re 
just not compatible. You just can’t maximize both at the same time. so i always 
get landowners to strive for the headwear of a camouflage cowboy hat. some 
are a little more camouflage than others, but if they’ll help me decide, then we 
can define strategy for their management, for their stewardship. 
 this is the north concho river between here and sterling city. Again, it is 
the site of some state-funded brush control on the premise that brush control 
equals water yield for o.c. fisher reservoir. i got up in a helicopter one time 
and just took some photos because the landowner goals are pretty apparent 
from 5,000-10,000 feet. You can get up there and get a pretty good idea of what 
their goals are, what their motivations are by looking at the landscape.
 i’ll show you some examples. these are all within about 10 miles. so you 
see varying degrees of what i call brush sculpting, using brush control as a way 
to create habitat out there. Which one of those do you think probably has the 
greatest interest in livestock, and the least interest in wildlife? 
 the lower left. right. Yes, he’s put a grazing easement on that property. 
Won’t have to worry about hunters bothering him. You know, a lot of landown-
ers out here in West texas say hunting is a relative thing. the better the hunting, 
the more relatives you’ve got come thanksgiving.
 so, who’s right? this is a philosophic group; here’s a philosophical question: 
Who’s right? each one of those landowners is right. it’s his property, his or her 
property; they can do with it what they darn well want to. so that’s a bundle 
of rights that we call private property rights in texas, and if you think i’m not 
proud to be in the state of texas in private property, you’re wrong, because i 
am.

MAle Voice: What’s the upper left?

dr.rollins: that’s strips. it’s dog-legged like that because he doesn’t want 
his hunters to have over about a 300-yard shot, because if the deer stepped out 
at 700 yards, they’d try to shoot it and they couldn’t hit it, so he wants to limit 
how far they can shoot.
 okay. Moving on with Aldo leopold. Very eloquent author.  how many of 
you have ever read Aldo leopold? All right. outstanding. You are a philosophi-
cal group. Sand County Almanac? All right. that’s a great one. it’ll set you back 
about six bucks on amazon.com. but get that one. start out with the chapter 
called “thinking like a Mountain.”
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 “thinking like a mountain.” one of the last words, or one of the last sen-
tences says this, only the mountain has lived long enough to listen objectively 
to the howl of the wolf. think about that. What’s the key word there? 
 objectively, objectively. We could insert that by global warming, or a lot of 
the other issues probably that come up. Anyway, he’s written seven books and, 
again, i encourage you; he’s one of my heroes. he said that one of the penalties 
of an ecological education is that one lives alone in a world of wounds. Much 
of the damage inflicted on land is quite invisible to laymen. An ecologist must 
either harden his shell and make believe that the consequences of science are 
none of his business, or he must be the doctor who sees the marks of death in a 
community that believes itself well and does not want to be told otherwise.
 i have read many definitions of wildlife conservation and written a few my-
self. but i suspect that the best one is written not with a pen, but with an ax. it 
is a matter of what a man thinks about while chopping or while deciding what 
to chop. A conservationist is one who is only aware that with each stroke he’s 
writing his signature on the face of his land. signatures of course differ, whether 
written with an ax or a pen, and this is as it should be.
 so he’s not trying to be judgmental. he’s just reminding us. And this was 
written back in the ’20s and ’30s. What do we know about the status of our 
natural resources as a whole during that time period? We were hurting. 
 conservation is a state of harmony between men and the land. despite nearly 
a century of propaganda, progress still consists largely of letterhead pieties and 
convention oratory. on the back forty we still slip two steps for each forward 
stride. 1949. i wanted to share that one with you.
 At the bobwhite brigade we march to cadences, conservation cadences. one 
of them goes like this, Many ranchers do declare, they’ve got too much prickly 
pears. it’s a thorny plant that they despise, but it sure looks good through a quail 
man’s eyes.

 “the outstanding scientific discovery of the 20th century is not television 
or radio, but the complexity of the land organism.” chew on that one. think 
about global climate change, all the factors, experimentally all the confounding 
factors. You know, if you’re looking to science for some of these answers that 
you wanted, the scientists will be the first ones to say, You can’t test that. it’s 
just too confounded with other factors. “conservation is a bird that flies faster 
than the shot we aim at it.”
 this ‘ol boy’s ridden behind a bird. leopold coined what in the literature is 
called an ecological conscience. he said that the acid test on whether or not you 
have an ecological conscience, i guess, is this, a thing is right when it tends to 
preserve the integrity, stability, and beauty of the biotic community. it is wrong 
when it does otherwise.
 in my case, as i deal with kids and conservation education of our youth, 
a favorite saying is an old one that you’ve maybe seen on a church marquee 
somewhere. ir says “one generation plants the tree and another enjoys the 
shade.”And we’ve made a reference to that several times today. 
 this guy’s about six-foot-seven; he’s standing out there on this beautiful quail 
property in stonewall county and leopold might have said this, our children 



1092010 proceedings

are our signature to the roster of history. our land is merely the place our money 
was made. there is as yet no social stigma in the possession of a gullied farm, a 
wrecked forest, or a polluted stream, provided the dividend sufficed to send the 
youngsters to college. i left out the next sentence which goes, Whatever ails the 
land, the government will fix it.

 All right. that’s my paid part. i want to share now with you some bird dog 
philosophy. these are life lessons. it doesn’t have anything to do with steward-
ship per se, but i hope that you’ll see it as a fitting end to our day, and maybe 
you’ll be able to nod your head on certain things.
 i’m a pretty optimistic, positive kind of guy. i’ve got the greatest job in the 
world and i love it, and i don’t take that for granted. i’m not want one to mire 
myself in self-pity. but back in about 1997, i had a couple of things happen, and 
i was the subject of a couple of letters to the editor. if you’re the subject of a letter 
to the editor two weeks in a row, people in college station perk their ears up. so 
i was feeling a little bit sorry for myself i guess. And they begin questioning why 
you did this or why you said that. And i had a bird dog named suzie, and there’s 
nothing more therapeutic to me than that warm set of brown eyes and that cold 
nose there that was ready to help me through whatever trials and tribulations i 
might have. With suzie’s help we wrote what we call suzie’s 12-point plan for 
success. i’ve added two more since her death in 2001.
 i’ve got to tell you right here that i’m quite anthropomorphic. i give human 
qualities to non-humans. sorry about that. i think dogs, my dogs talk to me. My 
dogs communicate to me very, very well. And i’m like the old saying that says, i 
like most dogs more than i do most people. 
 this is dot, suzie’s first daughter on our left, little Annie on the right. this is 
the first quail hunt after the death of their mother. And, again. i probably read 
way too much into this, but as i look at the expression on dot’s face, being the 
older of the two dogs here, i just want to say she’s thinking, reflecting back, 
pausing, reflecting, what was the term for that? selah—to pause and reflect. i 
always give this as a vespers prayer when i’m on the last night of the bobwhite 
brigade after we’d been through four days of pretty intense schedule, so con-
sider yourself emotionally drained, and after a full day, you probably are.
 so this is suzie’s 12-point plan. point number 1, always hunt with good dogs. 
Always seek to surround yourself with people who are smarter, faster, better 
than you in every capacity because you’re going to play at the end of the com-
petition, whether we’re talking about business, whether we’re talking about 
8-ball, or shooting skeet.
 number 2, hug your giants. this was suzie’s last hunt, december 28, 2001. 
And at the end of that day, i just—all i wanted to do was sit there and hug her. 
she had chronic kidney disease and was no doubt going to be put down here 
about four days later. this was her last hunt and it just reminds me that you 
never know when your giant’s going to be gone. hug your giants while you’ve 
got an opportunity. We all have giants in our life. i spoke of leopold. this is my 
former boss, don steinbach, who lit and kindled the fire in my gut for conserva-
tion education. so just never miss the opportunity to hug those giants.
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 point number 3, be afield whenever possible. the dog in the kennel barks at 
his fleas, but the dog that is hunting does not notice them. if you stay focused 
on what’s driving the train, you don’t let the little things get you get down.
 point number 4, go the extra mile. this was on about december 18, 2001, 
about ten days before suzy died. You’ll notice she looks pretty frail. i was going 
hunting that saturday morning on a ranch up by sweetwater. got ready to leave 
about 6:30 that morning, told my wife where i was going. she said, “You’re not 
taking suzie, are you?” i said, “Yeah, i’m taking suzy.” she said, ‘dale, she’s 
too frail; she can’t stand it. she won’t be able to.” i told her right there, and i’m 
telling you right now, if i’m ever on my death bed and somebody’s going quail 
hunting, you better carry me. 
 do you notice two key things, if you can see them? one is the blood tip on 
her tail. You know what that means in bird dog parlance? it means she didn’t 
take the easy route; she was working the brush. she took the road less traveled. 
And down on her right, on her forepaw that she’s pointing, she’s been on doggy 
dialysis for a week. that kind of motivation, that kind of drive, that’s something 
that we appreciate.
 point number 5, and boy is this one appropriate today, dismiss the meadow-
larks. if you’re a bird dog, you’ve got one function and that’s to point quail, not 
point rabbits, not point meadowlarks. stay focused.
 point number 6, approach unknown situations. What sounds like game 
might be a porcupine, might be a rattlesnake, might be some kind of booby 
trap. i tell the kids, you’ve got some god-given instincts; use them to assess the 
situation. Move downwind before you approach.
 point number 7, look good. good is both adjective and an adverb. As ad-
verb, it means search diligently. leave no stone unturned. look good. be proud, 
but not prideful. be aware of the way that you handle yourself, and always 
make a good first impression.
 point number 8, that’s suzie when she won my heart in June of 1991. We 
dangled a cane pole with a quail wing on it out there and she struck that pose 
at seven weeks of age and stole my heart. point number 8, invest in the future. 
do something with kids. Mr. bamberger gave us a great track record of what’s 
he’s done there. coach little league, teach sunday school, take a kid hunting 
or fishing, but invest in the future.
 point number 9,  and i must have 10,000 photographs of my dogs pointing,  
avoid mediocrity. if there’s one that i could have taken a wood-burning pen and 
carved into it my forehead, it would be point number 9.  
 today’s society condones mediocrity; it accepts it. i feel sorry for a school 
teacher in the public school system because they’ve been forced to live under 
that mandate. bull halsey said, Mediocrity is a sin. don’t just do your bit; do 
your best.
 point number 10. i don’t even have to explain what vocation/avocation is 
to this group. be thankful that your vocation and your avocation are one and 
the same. that’s a bond; that’s a commonality that i share with my bird dogs. 
And every time that i back out of the driveway and those dogs go to barking 
and they’re all looking at me, you know what they’re saying? You stupid sucker, 
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where are you going? You’re not taking us. here it is quail season, and you’re 
wasting time.
 After suzy’s death—i had to have her euthanized on January 2, 2002. the 
last two hours before i carried her to the vet, she sat in my lap and we watched 
video tapes of quail hunts past. And every time she pointed, i cried. i carried her 
to the vet, and basically he said, Well, you don’t have to go in there. i said, Yeah, 
i do. And when she went limp in my arms, it really tore a good wound in my 
heart. Again, i get silly about my dogs, i guess, but maybe you can appreciate 
that.
 so i added two more points after suzie’s death. point number 11 is sign your 
work. suzie’s point was a sickle-tail point. that’s not the proper style for a bird 
dog, you know, they really like to have it like this. but it didn’t matter to me. 
When the sickle tail was down, i told people the stinger was down. it was like a 
scorpion’s tail. the quail were right there in front of her. sign your work. 

this is suzie’s last quail, december 28, 2001. i’ve killed a lot of quail in my 
life. i had three other dogs out there, and they had ran by and not pointed, and 
all of a sudden suzie points. And i said, dear lord, this is just too good to be 
true. i said, please don’t let me miss this quail. And the quail come up, and it 
was like it was flying in slow motion, and i shot the quail and suzie found it, 
and we took our last photo together right there. but point number 12 is life is 
short; make every day count. 

 
it’s been a pleasure being with you all here. i hope you have a good day.

Mr. george: thank you all for your time. We appreciate it. thank you. We 
hope you learned something. 



Memorials
 

Mary Elizabeth Sutherland Carpenter
1920–2010

A sixth generation texan, Mary elizabeth “liz” sutherland carpenter (1920–
2010) was a writer, feminist, reporter, media advisor, speechwriter, political 

humorist, public relations, expert and public servant. Most importantly, she was 
a devoted parent and a wonderful, loyal friend. liz was born in salado, a com-
munity in southern bell county. her family home in salado was declared a state 
historic monument in 1936; in 1967, a plaque was unveiled to indicate that liz 
carpenter was born and lived there. As was her wish, her ashes are scattered 
among the wildflowers in the prairie surrounding the statue of her great-grand-
father, who was the founder of salado and a veteran of the civil War.

At age seven, liz moved to Austin, where she launched her journalism career 
at Austin high school as the editor of the school paper. les carpenter served 
the paper as business manager. they became best friends, majored in journalism 
at the university of texas at Austin, and worked together on The Daily Texan. 
les supported liz when she ran for and won vice president of the student body, 
the first woman to hold that position. they married in 1944 and opened the 
carpenter news bureau in Washington, d.c. for the next sixteen years, liz 
covered congress and the White house for texas newspapers.

After working as a reporter for the 1960 democratic convention, she joined 
the staff of lyndon b. Johnson in his campaign for vice president on the Ken-
nedy-Johnson ticket; upon their win, she became the first woman executive as-
sistant to the vice president. one of the most memorable moments in her life 
occurred when she wrote the fifty-eight words that Johnson spoke on his return 
to Washington after president Kennedy’s assassination: “this is a sad time for 
all people. We have suffered a loss that cannot be weighed. for me, it is a deep 
personal tragedy. i know that the world shares the sorrow that Mrs. Kennedy 
and her family bear. i will do my best. that is all i can do. i ask for your help 
and god’s.”

When Johnson became president, liz became the first professional news-
woman to be press secretary for lady bird Johnson, for whom she also served 
as staff director. the first lady and liz formed a friendship that endured for sixty 
years until Mrs. Johnson’s death in 2008. 

After her years in the White house, liz joined hill and Knowlton, a public 
relations firm in Washington, d.c. in 1971, she was one of the founders of 
the national Women’s political caucus, which was devoted to electing more 
women to office in the united states. she also became co-chair of erAmerica, 
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traveling the country to work for passage of the equal rights Amendment. she 
was appointed by president gerald ford to the international Women’s Year 
commission, by president Jimmy carter to serve as Assistant secretary of edu-
cation for public Affairs, and by president bill clinton to serve on the White 
house conference on Aging.

After les carpenter died in 1974, liz returned to her beloved Austin. she 
said, “family roots, the love for texas and the university of texas and the lbJ 
library brought me back home.” she purchased a home in West lake hills with 
a beautiful view of the Austin skyline, including the university of texas tower 
and the texas capitol. she named her home “grass roots,” with its glass etch-
ings on the front door of side-oats grama, little bluestem, and other texas prai-
rie grasses. here liz entertained politicians, elected officials, university of texas 
presidents, fellow writers, her good friends like lady bird Johnson and barbara 
Jordan, and countless others with warm hospitality, good humor, and an occa-
sional dip in her hot tub. liz had a big heart, and her love for people filled the 
house, spilling out to the lawn where the deer that she fed roamed freely. Music, 
poetry, history, and laughter; all were dear to her heart and she loved to sing, to 
read poems, and to tell stories with friends.

liz is survived by her daughter, christy; her son, scott, and his wife, Jean; a 
grandson, rev. les carpenter, and his wife, Kristin sanders; and a step grand-
daughter, bonnie bizzell. liz adored her family and was very proud of them and 
of their accomplishments.

A hardworking speaker and author, liz published a number of books: Ruf-
fles and Flourishes (1969), her account of her White house experiences; Get-
ting Better All the Time (1986), a book about growing old with joy and hu-
mor; Unplanned Parenthood (1994), about raising her deceased brother’s three 
children; Start with a Laugh (2000) gives humorous advice on speechwriting; 
and Presidential Humor (2006), a compilation of quips and quotes,. liz wrote 
countless articles and gave countless speeches in large and small towns in texas 
and throughout the united states. gloria steinem commented of liz, “she man-
ages to phrase issues the way people experience them, rather than using all those 
words that end in t-i-o-n and deaden your brain.”

A democrat to the core, liz campaigned across the country for lyndon John-
son, Jimmy carter, and bill clinton. she traveled throughout texas, visiting 
many small towns in the piney Woods and the hill country campaigning for 
Ann richards, lloyd bentsen, and others. liz and her troop would arrive on the 
town square, on courthouse steps, or even in a parking lot where they would 
set up the microphones, begin the music to attract a crowd, and close with the 
“speakin’” before moving on to the next stop.

liz won many awards in her life. she was very proud to be named a distin-
guished Alumna of the university of texas in 1975; a distinguished Alumna 
of the ut college of communications; and recipient of the pro bene Meritis 
Award, which is the highest honor bestowed by the ut college of liberal Arts. 
she was named to the texas Women’s hall of fame by governor Mark White. 
A distinguished member of the philosophical society of texas, liz arranged a 
panel of writers, including stephen harrigan and elizabeth crook, who read 
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from their work to set the stage for the program on the land in 2001.
the liz carpenter lectureship in the ut college of liberal Arts was es-

tablished in 1984 by her friends at the foundation for Women’s resources, 
who invited erma bombeck, lily tomlin, and Mark russell to Austin for a 
performance at the paramount theater to raise funds for it. her lectureship has 
featured president bill clinton, president gerald ford, hillary clinton, Jehan 
sadat, Maya Angelou, bill Moyers, and Jane goodall; writers such as betty 
friedan, nora ephron, shana Alexander, and Jean Auel; and nationally known 
humorists such as fannie flagg and performer carol channing.

for the past seventeen years, the liz carpenter Award, administered by the 
texas state historical Association, has been given annually for the best schol-
arly book on the history of women and texas. i established the award to honor 
my friend liz carpenter “for her commitment to the pursuit of the history of 
women in texas and for a lifetime of achievements that qualify her as a maker 
of that history.” As long as she was able, liz would come to the texas Women’s 
history luncheon at the tshA annual meeting to personally give the award. 
Winners of the liz carpenter Award have included debbie Mauldin cottrell’s 
Pioneer Woman Educator:Tthe Progressive Spirit of Annie Webb Blanton 
(1993); ruthe Winegarten’s Black Texas Women: 150 Years of Trial and Tri-
umph (1995); elizabeth York enstam’s Women in the Creation of Urban Life: 
Dallas, Texas, 1843–1920 (1996); and Judy McArthur and hall smith’s Minnie 
Fisher Cunningham: A Suffragist’s Life in Politics (2003).

perhaps liz’s greatest legacy is the men and women, including her family, 
whom she mentored, cajoled, and stretched beyond what they thought were 
their abilities. luci baines Johnson said it best, “i have had an infinitely more 
exciting and worthy life because liz was my mentor and my friend. there are 
thousands like me who feel the same.”

e.c.t. 

 
Jess Jenkins Garrett

1914–2010

Jenkins garrett died in fort Worth on January 28, 2010, at the age of 95. he 
was an integral force within the texas state historical Association through-

out much of his long life. he was a life member, having served as president of the 
organization (1988–89) and on the executive council. he was also president 
of the collectors’ institute (1968–80), which was cosponsored by the tshA. 

Jess Jenkins garrett (called Jenks or Jenkins by his friends and family) was 
born on december 14, 1914, in caldwell, texas, the son of Jesse and sudie 
garrett. Jesse garrett was an up-by-your bootstraps attorney in caldwell who 
was later called to the baptist ministry at rosen heights baptist church in fort 
Worth, while sudie garrett was a baylor music graduate.  

Jenkins garrett’s formative years were spent in fort Worth. he attended 
sam rosen elementary school, north side Junior high, and north side high 
school, where he graduated in 1931, at the age of sixteen. two years before he 
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graduated from high school, the leonard brothers store hired him as an office 
boy. his pay was five dollars a week and a bicycle. his dedication and enthusi-
asm for his work was noticed by J. Marvin (“Mr. Marvin”) and obadiah paul 
(“Mr. opie”) leonard, the store’s owners, and they soon developed a personal 
relationship with him. from this point on, his life and career became closely 
interwoven with the leonard family. 

garrett entered the university of texas (ut) in september 1931. his career 
goal was to become an attorney like his father had been, so he enrolled in a 
six-year program where he could earn an undergraduate degree and a law de-
gree. At the university he became immersed in campus life, participating in the 
activities of the baptist student union and the YMcA, joining the debate team 
and the tejas club, and serving on the Judiciary council and president of the 
student Association. he graduated in 1937. 

it was at ut where his interest in history was piqued. this happened during 
a u.s. history survey course taught by noted historian Walter prescott Webb, 
whose ideas inspired him to begin reading more about texas and the American 
past. from ut, garrett entered harvard law school, graduating with a master’s 
in legal letters in 1939. he practiced law with the fort Worth firm of Walker, 
smith, and shannon until u.s. entry into World War ii looked imminent in 
1941. 

in 1941, he resigned his position with the firm and entered the fbi. While 
with the fbi, he worked on the West coast and married Virginia Williams of 
fort Worth on november 26, 1941, in san francisco, just days before the bomb-
ing of pearl harbor. he had met Virginia at rosen heights baptist church. gar-
rett spent the war years working with the fbi in california and later as regional 
counsel for the War production board in dallas. 

After the war, he joined the leonards as their house counsel, a position he 
held until 1965, when he and robert stahala opened their own practice. the 
small two-person office allowed garrett the freedom to not only practice law 
but also to pursue personal interests and public service. he became of counsel 
with the fort Worth firm of harris, finely, and bogle in 1992. 

he pursued no interests with more vigor and zeal than collecting. he began 
collecting historical material in earnest in the late-1950s and was “infected” (in 
his own word) with the collecting disease for the rest of his life. his collecting 
“compulsion” (again, his word) motivated him to build one of the finest private 
libraries focusing on texas and the u.s. War with Mexico, according to harry 
ransom, former chancellor of the university of texas system and an inveterate 
collector himself. 

garrett admitted that his primary reward as a collector was to see his work 
of many years used and appreciated by students, scholars, and the general pub-
lic. to this end, he and his wife donated his texas and Mexican War collec-
tions to the university of texas at Arlington (utA) starting in 1973, where they 
became the impetus for the university to build an outstanding department of 
special collections on the sixth floor of the central library. 

At the time of the initial donation to utA, the garrett collection consisted 
of more than 10,000 items, including books, broadsides, newspapers, graphics, 
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manuscripts, sheet music, currency, and historical materials in other formats. 
he and Virginia did not stop there. they continued to support the library by 
donating literally thousands of other historical resources to utA during the 
decades following the original gift. garrett also helped the library raise funds, 
cultivate other donors, and promote the collection. 

in addition to his accomplishments for utA, garrett left an indelible mark 
on his city, state, and nation. he is perhaps best known for his service to higher 
education in texas. for example, he served on the board of trustees for south-
western baptist theological seminary, on governor John connally’s committee 
on education beyond the high school level, served as the founding chairman 
on tarrant county Junior college district’s board of trustees, and on the ut 
system board of regents. the university of texas at Arlington named garrett 
an honorary distinguished Alumnus in 1985 and university of texas at Austin 
named him a distinguished Alumnus in 1995.

garrett received numerous awards for his accomplishments, collecting pur-
suits, and philanthropy, including the Association of texas colleges and uni-
versities’ Mirabeau b. lamar Award (1981), southwestern baptist theological 
seminary’s b. h. carroll Award (1985), north fort Worth society’s tad lucas 
life Achievement Award (1987); tarrant county bar Association’s blackstone 
Award (1988); golden deeds Award of the fort Worth exchange club (1990), 
the philanthropic Award of the texas library Association (1991), the William e. 
Jary Jr. Award presented by the tarrant county historical commission (1991), 
the American history Medal of the national society of the daughters of the 
American revolution (1994), the sir thomas More Medal of the university of 
san francisco’s gleeson library (1998), and the Award of excellence in preserv-
ing history sponsored by the texas historical commission (2003). 

garrett was an active member in numerous professional, historical, social, 
and civic organizations, and served in leadership positions in each one. Along 
with the tshA, these are the tarrant county bar Association, the fort Worth 
historical society, the philosophical society of texas, the texas Map society, 
the society for the history of discoveries, the exchange club, the fort Worth 
club, the shady oaks country club, the ridglea country club, the fort Worth 
rotary club, and the philip lee phillips society. 

garrett made significant contributions in writing and publishing, with per-
haps his most important work being his massive bibliography entitled The 
Mexican American War of 1846–1848: A Bibliography of the Holdings of the 
Libraries, The University of Texas at Arlington, published by texas A&M uni-
versity press in 1995. this work has become a “must have” for librarians, schol-
ars, and collectors interested in the Mexican War. 

garrett was a proud member of the society for forty-four years, having been 
inducted in 1966.  for 1984, he served as president, organizing the annual meet-
ing in houston, on the subject of “discoveries: breakthroughs on the present 
limitations of Knowledge and their significance to our World.” the topic was 
inspired by garret’s ruminations following his reading of The Discoverers by 
daniel boostin of the library of congress.  he had noted that just as the early 
discoverers, the subjects of the book, brought new knowledge to the world in 
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which they lived, the world of 1984 was also in a new age of discovery in many 
fields of inquiry. garrett served on the board of directors of the society for 
eight years, before and after his year as president. his family members were his 
regular and enthusiastic guests at the annual meetings.

he is survived by his wife of sixty-eight years, Virginia; his children don-
na garrett, dianne powell, and Jenkins garrett Jr.; grandchildren Vanessa 
Vaughan, holt Vaughan, sarah petty, Kate garrett, laura powell, and leilah 
powell; and five great-grandchildren.  

Portions of the memorial were originally published in Volume CXIII, No. 4 
of the southwestern historical Quarterly.

gerald d. saxon
dean of libraries at the university of texas at Arlington

William H. Goetzmann
1930–2010

ideally, academics contribute something of significance to a discipline. but ev-
ery once in a while, a scholar comes along who transforms his field. William 

h. (bill) goetzmann helped shape American studies both through both his writ-
ings and his nation-wide influence as a teacher and mentor.

Among his many books, Exploration and Empire: The Explorer and Scientist 
in the Winning of the American West won the pulitzer prize in history and the 
francis parkman prize of the society of American historians and changed the 
view of historians about how the west was settled. Exploration and Empire dis-
played goetzmann’s characteristic blend of imagination, prodigious scholarship 
featuring original documents, and the ability to tell a good story. in reviewing 
the book, The New York Times said that goetzmann had “achieved a feat of 
historical discovery as notable in its own way as were some of the physical ex-
cursions into the West that he describes so well.” 

When Exploration and Empire appeared in 1966, goetzmann had already 
moved from his original scholarly home at Yale, where he had taught from 1955 
to 1964, to the university of texas at Austin, where he founded ut’s American 
studies program in 1967 and served as its chairman until 1980, leading it to 
become one of the top programs in the country. 

in addition to receiving many honors and awards, goetzmann participated 
as a member of the texas state historical Association, the American philosophi-
cal society, and the American Academy of Arts and sciences, and served a term 
as president of the American studies Association. 

As a scholar and leader, goetzmann helped to define American studies as a 
whole, especially in its emphasis on multidisciplinary approaches and ways of 
telling stories. his broad interests included not only explorations of the west but 
also modernism, photography, the history of science, and American intellectual 
history. engaged in scholarly work up to the end of his life, he published Beyond 
the Revolution: A History of American Thought from Paine to Pragmatism the 
year before he died.  
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goetzmann directed over sixty doctoral dissertations and fifty masters theses 
and was one of those teachers whom students recall many years later as the key 
influence on their intellectual lives. one such student, stephen pyne, wrote an 
online memoir of goetzmann (“A beautiful Mind”) in which he said:

he was most at home in the long 19th century. he appeared to know ev-
erything and everyone and never tired of discussing its historical cavalcade. 
he was always curious, ever bristling with ideas, endlessly encyclopedic, 
and at times a romantic empiricist. he had a bottomless capacity for de-
tail, yet managed to hold it all within a sweeping vision, like an explorer—a 
humboldt, perhaps—standing at a mountain pass and surveying the land-
scapes ahead and behind. there was passion behind the vision, at times a 
manic or even trance-like quality; Goetzmannia, we called it. 

goetzmann was a teacher not only to his own students but also to the wider 
public. in 1986, for example, he developed a popular pbs documentary series, 
“the West of the imagination.” for ut-Austin, however, goetzmann’s influ-
ence went beyond his discipline. he used his academic stature and position to 
introduce courses in women’s studies, hispanic studies, and black history at a 
time (the late sixties) when such courses were not to be found in most history 
or American studies departments. he was also instrumental in hiring the first 
African-American members of the liberal arts faculty. 

he remained a texan until the end of his life, mentoring students who are 
now academic leaders in American studies throughout the country. he was 
proud of the successes of his students – and deeply proud of his family, includ-
ing his wife Mewes, his three children, William n., Ann, and stephen, and his 
five grandchildren. he collaborated with his son William on The West of the 
Imagination, and numerous tributes from former students attest to his abilities 
as an editor and encourager of their work.

one of his younger colleagues, robert Abzug, who later became chairman 
of the ut American studies program, said that bill goetzmann “was one of the 
most distinguished humanists to serve on the faculty of the university of texas 
at Austin” and that he imbued his students with:

a commitment to daring and thoroughgoing, innovative research that pro-
pelled them to positions of leadership in their various fields and institu-
tions. he inspired fear, trembling, hard work, and devotion among those 
who studied with him. they understood that he was asking of them no 
more than he asked of himself. Most of all, he was at his best the living 
model of a mind on fire—humorous, outrageous, mesmerizing—a creator 
of ideas and insights who held seminar and lecture audiences under the 
spell of his own joy.

b.s.f.
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William E. Gordon 
1918–2010

William e. gordon, an electrical engineer who conceived, designed, built 
and operated the world’s largest radio telescope, which has been de-

scribed as earth’s ear to outer space, died on feb. 16 at his home in ithaca, new 
York.

the telescope, a dish the size of 26 football fields, occupies a small valley in 
puerto rico. it is big enough to emit the strongest radio waves and receive the 
weakest ones. dr. gordon named the telescope and its observatory after a near-
by town. the Arecibo observatory has been used to make scores of landmark 
discoveries in atmospheric physics and astronomy, including one that garnered 
a nobel prize.

it was the first instrument to accurately measure the rotation of Mercury, 
where it also detected ice. it furnished detailed maps of the Moon, Venus and 
Mars. it provided the first solid evidence that neutron stars exist. it discovered 
the first planets outside the solar system. it created the first three-dimensional 
images of the universe.
the telescope can track asteroids veering near the earth much more accurately 
than other instruments. it listens for minuscule signals from distant space that 
might suggest intelligent life.
paul cloutier, a retired professor of physics and astronomy at rice, stated that 
Arecibo has “the capability of producing a detectable signal clear across the gal-
axy and a sensitivity to be able to receive a signal from anywhere in the galaxy.”

William edwin gordon was born on Jan. 8, 1918, in paterson, n.J. he 
earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees from what is now Montclair state uni-
versity and enlisted in the Army in 1942. An early assignment was studying why 
radar can be very effective hundreds of miles away and ineffective at just a few 
miles.

A colleague persuaded him to pursue this interest at cornell university, where 
he researched how radar signals behave in the uppermost part of earth’s atmo-
sphere, the ionosphere. it was his desire to measure the properties of electrons 
2,000 miles up that led him to radio telescopes. nobody had built one remotely 
big enough to catch the minute signals he was after.

in praising dr. gordon’s achievement at Arecibo, the institute of electrical 
and electronics engineers in 2001 pointed out the difficulty he had faced: All 
the energy collected by radio telescopes until then over 60 years had amounted 
to no more than the energy of a few raindrops hitting the ground.

dr. cloutier said that part of dr. gordon’s success was casting his project 
as a military endeavor, when his personal interest was the pure scientific one of 
studying the ionosphere of earth and other planets. dr. gordon told the defense 
department that the observatory would be able to pick up faint soviet radio 
signals bouncing back to earth from the Moon. its research arm supported the 
project.

the receiver’s huge size was another problem. Much smaller receiving dishes 
had been suspended on platforms and collapsed under their own weight. dr. 
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gordon decided that the solution was to mount the dish on the ground. After 
many aerial surveys and tramping through the snake-infested countryside, he 
found a limestone sinkhole in which tobacco was growing. it would cradle the 
dish. his design called for a metallic dish with a diameter of 1,000 feet; the big-
gest radio telescope at the time was just 150 feet across.

“We were taking a pretty big leap,” dr. gordon said in an interview with The 
Houston Chronicle in 2001. “they didn’t know whether i was a crackpot or 
whether i really had something.”

the observatory was completed in 1963, five years after dr. gordon had 
the idea, at a cost of $9.3 million, and it has been significantly updated several 
times. the huge, curved dish of the telescope acts as a reflector, bouncing back 
radio waves to a movable focal point suspended overhead. computers interpret 
the data received. it is operated by cornell through the national Astronomy 
and ionosphere center for the national science foundation. dr. gordon was 
director for the first two years. With upgrades, Arecibo has become 10 times 
more sensitive every 10 years, and can now chart chemical phenomena that oc-
curred in galaxies billions of years ago.

perhaps its most noteworthy use came from a series of observations that 
began in 1974 by dr. Joseph taylor of princeton and his student russell hulse. 
their work, for which they were awarded a nobel prize in 1993, was the first 
proof that gravity waves, never directly detected but predicted by einstein’s 
general theory of relativity, actually exist.

dr. gordon taught at corell from 1953 until 1965, when he moved to rice 
university where he served as professor, dean, and provost, retiring in 1985. 
With norman hackerman, a former rice president, he is one of only two rice 
faculty members to be given the title distinguished professor emeritus.

dr. gordon’s wife of more than 60 years, the former elva freile, died in 2002. 
he is survived by his second wife, the former Mary elizabeth bolgiano; his son, 
larry; his daughter, nancy; four grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren.

At Arecibo’s 40th birthday in 2003, dr. gordon said he and his colleagues 
had not remotely grasped the challenges they faced. their saving grace, he sug-
gested, was that they “were young enough that we didn’t know we couldn’t do 
it.”

douglas Martin
(The memorial by Douglas Martin was originally published in 

the new York times from February 28, 2010.)

George F. Hamm
1931–2010

A member of the philosophical society since 1993 until he passed away 
on october 10, 2010, george f. hamm, phd, was president emeri-

tus of the university of texas at tyler. dr. hamm served as president of 
the university from 1981 to 1998, leading it through an era of dynamic ex-
pansion and broadening its commitment to intellectual development, aca-
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demic excellence, and community service. he would have been very pleased 
that the 2015 meeting of the philosophical society of texas is in tyler! 
 dr. hamm’s death followed a lengthy illness. he was born June 26, 1931, 
in rapid city, south dakota., son of Michael and Mae (howard) hamm. he 
lived life with high energy, with faith, and with a boundless belief in the power 
of higher education to transform lives not only in east texas, but also in texas 
and the united states. his enthusiasm was inspiring and served to energize his 
community to invest in ut tyler.

dr. hamm was a devoted member of immaculate conception cathedral in 
tyler where his requiem Mass was held on october 14, 2010. his burial was in 
the cathedral in the pines cemetery in tyler.

in honor of his contributions to the development of ut tyler, the ut system 
board of regents conferred on him the title of president emeritus in 2003, stat-
ing: “one of dr. hamm’s most significant accomplishments was his leadership 
in working with the legislature and other community leaders in elevating ut 
tyler to four-year status in 1997.”

When he announced plans for retirement, dr. hamm described his years at 
ut tyler “as the best and happiest years of my professional life,” and stated, 
“With each succeeding year, Janie and i have accumulated greater numbers of 
friends and more enduring relations. the university has grown significantly 
in stature because of its ever increasing numbers of generous benefactors.” 
 one of dr. hamm’s signature accomplishments was persuading the universi-
ty of texas system board of regents to fund a ut tyler performing Arts center 
and then raising private gifts to supplement university funds for construction of 
the r. don cowan fine and performing Arts center at ut tyler. he established 
the university’s distinguished lecture series, which has featured such speakers 
as henry Kissinger, coretta scott King, and William f. buckley.

during his presidency, dr. hamm secured approval for establishment of the 
college of engineering, the first at a state university in east texas. he worked to 
create ut tyler’s campuses in longview and palestine. new degree programs 
included master’s degrees in nursing, history, mathematics, biology, and political 
science. his commitment to building and retaining faculty excellence brought 
scholars from leading universities around the nation to ut tyler.

dr. hamm’s leadership also led to construction of ut tyler’s first on-campus 
student housing, the university pines complex. the complex was one of the first 
in texas to be built entirely with private funds.

in recognition of his commitment to academic excellence, friends of the uni-
versity established the $500,000 george f. hamm endowed chair in Arts and 
humanities to advance awareness of ethical principles, social responsibilities, 
and appreciation of the arts and a respect for the dignity and uniqueness of 
others. in addition, dr. hamm created numerous endowed presidential scholar-
ships during his presidency.

one of dr. hamm’s ongoing priorities was expanding global educational op-
portunities and pursuing international relationships for the city of tyler and the 
university. he cultivated exchange programs with universities in france, Japan, 
germany, poland, and Mexico. 
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the tyler sister cities program began in 1982, in large part because of his 
leadership and energy. tyler’s current sister city relationships established with 
his support and encouragement include Yachiyo city, Japan, and Jelenia gora, 
poland. 

he established the eisenhower international golf classic in 1987 to benefit 
international scholarship programs. this event, which was continued for 13 
years, brought to east texas such stars as phil Mickelson, greg norman, payne 
stewart, fred couples, Annika sorenstam, and chi chi rodriguez.

At the national and international level, dr. hamm served for many years on 
the board of directors of sister cities international. At the time of his death he 
was a member of the board of the u.s.-ukraine foundation. 

dr. hamm was a graduate of south dakota state university, where he at-
tended on a football scholarship. he served in uijeongbu as an officer in the u.s. 
Army 32nd infantry regiment during the Korean War. After the war he earned a 
doctorate in experimental psychology from the university of Wyoming. 

his career in higher education administration and teaching begin in 1962 
when he was named dean of students at Arizona state university. he went on 
to become vice president of student affairs, the position he held when he was 
named president of ut tyler. Arizona state honored hamm in 1986 with its 
university centennial Medallion as a “’Man Ahead of his times,’ for providing 
equal educational opportunities for minorities.” 

u.s. rep. ralph hall sponsored a congressional resolution commending 
hamm in 1998 for his “unmatched leadership and vision to the university.” the 
resolution stated, “As president of ut tyler, dr. hamm dedicated his intellect, 
talents, and energy to build a first-rate educational institution in east texas. his 
goals were for many year’s elusive dreams, but thanks to his vision, perseverance 
and leadership, these dreams have become reality.”

in texas, dr. hamm served on the boards of numerous organizations includ-
ing the tyler economic development council, tyler Area chamber of com-
merce, united Way of greater tyler, and st. edward’s university in Austin. tex-
as college awarded him an honorary doctorate of humane letters in 1997 for his 
enduring efforts with the texas college/united negro college fund.

dr. hamm is survived by his beloved wife, Janie; and children, greg hamm 
and wife, Mirielle of Virginia and Jean Marie glass of tyler; and six grandchil-
dren. he was preceded in death by two sons, robert Joseph hamm and daniel 
george hamm.

how fortunate that we were able to share dr. george hamm’s lifetime of 
accomplishments, his energy, and leadership skills to higher education in texas.

e.c.t.

The memorial originally published in tyler Morning telegraph from Octo-
ber 12, 2010, was edited by Ellen C. Temple, Society member and University 
of Texas System regent during George Hamm’s tenure as president of UT Tyler.
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Thomas N. James 
1925–2010

thomas n. James died at his home in birmingham, Alabama on september 
11, 2010. to the countless colleagues who encountered dr. James during 

his long career as a premier cardiovascular investigator, he was both a wonder-
ful person and a true academician. dr. James was a man who combined intense 
intellectual curiosity, a passion for cardiovascular patient care, a devotion to 
teaching, and enthusiasm for research. he was a quintessential academician in 
the truest sense of the word. for those fortunate to have known tom personally, 
he was a delightful, warm person, a beloved husband, father, and grandfather, a 
supportive friend and colleague, and a man of broad interests both within and 
outside of medicine.

tom was born on october 24, 1925, in Amory, Mississippi. A southerner for 
his entire life, even when living far from his roots, he attended tulane university, 
where he earned both his b.s. degree in 1946, and M.d. degree, in (1949). in 
1948, he married gleaves elizabeth tynes. they raised three wonderfully tal-
ented children, and at the time of his death they had five grandchildren.

tom devoted his career to a combination of direct clinical responsibilities 
and the education of physicians and other health care providers across the us 
and internationally. Although he was called to take on increasing administrative 
responsibilities, and proved to be as talented an administrator as he was a clini-
cian, teacher, and scientist, he never left his roots. even when president of the 
university of texas Medical branch in galveston tom continued to be active in 
patient care, teaching, and research. And throughout his career, far in advance 
of today’s concerns about conflicts of interest in medicine, tom always stressed 
the importance of the integrity of physicians and investigators.

throughout his career, at the ochsner clinic, the henry ford hospital, the 
university of Alabama, and at the university of texas Medical branch, tom 
taught medical students, residents, fellows, and faculty members in clinical set-
tings. he was a highly skilled diagnostician and played an important role in the 
training of two generations of cardiologists.

the focus of tom’s research was the coronary vasculature and the interaction 
of the myocardial blood supply with the cardiac conduction system. he was 
world renowned as a cardiovascular pathologist and for more than 50 years 
sought out unique opportunities for postmortem studies of the human heart. 
these studies led him to enter into collaborations with cardiologists, cardiac 
surgeons, pathologists, and even biologists across the world, from europe to 
south America to the orient and throughout the us. Although much of his 
work was in human hearts, tom was before his time in investigating how other 
species have adapted to their unique cardiovascular demands. he performed 
highly innovative work in hearts ranging from those of tiny brown bats (Myotis 
lucifugus) to the enormous sperm whale (Physeter macrocephalus). over the 
years, he amassed collection of slides and electron micrographs that numbered 
well over 500,000. he published nearly 500 original manuscripts and gave hun-
dreds of invited lectures throughout the world.
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As time went by, tom was asked to take on increasingly important admin-
istrative responsibilities in birmingham and subsequently in galveston. he did 
so with great effectiveness, and never did he lose zeal for active participation in 
clinical care, teaching, and research. in 1973 he was appointed chairman of the 
department of Medicine at the university of Alabama in birmingham, where he 
led that institution in an era of tremendous growth. in 1987 he was chosen to 
be president of the university of texas Medical branch (utMb) in galveston. 
While president at utMb, he was elected president of the American heart As-
sociation, president of the international society of cardiology, and president of 
the tenth World congress of cardiology. he was also very active in the World 
health organization during his years in galveston.

tom retired from the utMb in 2004, and because of his failing eyesight was 
soon thereafter unable to continue his microscopic studies of the heart.

i had not met tom when i received a phone call from him one day asking me 
if i would be interested in talking about utMb. during my tenure at utMb, i 
came to appreciate how he and gleaves gave so much to the institution and its 
faculty. As he did for so many others, tom made opportunities available for me 
that would otherwise have been unattainable—a highlight of which was being 
admitted to the American clinical and climatological Association. in galves-
ton, tom and gleaves were both known for their dedication to building the 
faculty and the institution, from bricks and mortar to the rose garden they built 
on the utMb campus. it would not be an exaggeration to say that the Jameses 
were a most positive transformative force for utMb and the city of galveston.

Marschall s. runge, M.d.

Article from transactions of the American clinical and climatological Associa-
tion courtesy of American Clinical and Climatological Association.

Peter Cort Marzio
1943–2010

“bespoke” is a word usually reserved for custom-made clothes, shoes, or 
any other item made to measure, and not often used to describe people. 

it would be accurate to say, however, that peter Marzio was a bespoke cultural 
leader for texas when he came to houston in 1982. he was custom made for 
houston in particular and fit the city like a glove.  

following the immigration of his father and his father’s three brothers to the 
united states from italy, peter was born on governor’s island, new York, in 
1943. his father’s early death led to his uncles collaborating in his upbringing.

While attending college on a football scholarship at a small pennsylvania 
university, an art history assignment took him to the frick collection in new 
York, where a painting profoundly directed his life.

perhaps the quiet cathedral aura of the frick contributed to the moment, but 
it was the painting itself, The Forge, by goya, the spanish master, that captured 
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peter’s heart. A dual doctorate in art history and American history from the 
university of chicago led to curatorial responsibility for prints and drawings 
at the smithsonian and later, in 1978, remaining in the capital, to the director-
ship of the prestigious corcoran gallery of Art. At both of these distinguished 
institutions peter worked devotedly and passionately to democratize the appeal 
and broaden the reach, extending the arts to a wider audience.

in 1982, not yet forty, he came to houston as the director of the Museum of 
fine Arts, and the city and its new devotee embraced one another immediately. 

A football player as director of a texas art museum? it was unheard of but 
targeted and tailored to reach the core of an evolving region that was ready for 
additional cultural offerings to add to its mystique. 

peter gave texans his version of the fine arts in spades. expansions, the gar-
den by noguchi, capital campaigns, and advisory councils were among the many 
ways in which his bigger than life persona communicated itself to houston.

he managed, in his nimble way, to both celebrate the treasures of the past 
and recognize the new. the old guard, the new guard, and the unguarded all 
responded equally to his passion for art and the many ways it could enrich lives. 
excellence and innovation were cornerstones of peter’s makeup and earned wide 
respect. national recognition of his leadership was evidenced by his presidency 
of the Association of Art Museum directors and chairmanship of the federal 
council on the Arts and the humanities.

his writings on art, philanthropy, chromolithography, and masterpieces at 
the MfAh are treasured volumes in houston libraries.

Among his other prolific publications is “Art, technology, and satire: the 
legacy of rube goldberg,” which appeared in the journal Leonardo. gold-
berg’s famous phrase, “no matter how thin you slice it, it’s still baloney,” may 
have resonated with peter’s keen observations on culture and art.

under his direction, annual attendance in houston grew exponentially from 
300,000 to 1.6 million. Multiple new departments were established. A support-
ive board and carefully chosen department directors enhanced the vision. excit-
ing exhibitions as distinct as “treasures from the shanghai Museum,”  “Jewels 
of the romanovs,” “french Masterworks” from Moscow’s pushkin Museum 
and “Art in Ancient nigeria” introduced houston and texans-at-large to la-
ser views of little-known worlds. And throughout this time, houston advanced 
Marzio’s vision of a museum for all.

personally, peter was reserved, but his reach was wide. his energy was pal-
pable.  his quiet presence packed a punch. one wanted to rise to the level of 
his aspirations.

peter’s wife frances, a respected art scholar in her own right, was the per-
fect partner for a person of peter’s breadth. she curated many of the museum’s 
peerless exhibitions and today is the curator of the glassell collections and 
Antiquities.

peter put a very personal stamp on the museum’s activities with one great 
night in november—a celebratory evening and a resounding success.

peter motivated and inspired! he was for all people and all seasons.
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his death was mourned by houston and an art world that recognized it had 
lost a visionary leader who saw art as a needed and vitally important element in 
any culture, perhaps especially ours.

his legacy inspires us to think about the role of the arts and its power to 
enrich and deepen the still young culture of this country.

on a personal note, i recall vividly sailing with peter and frances in the ca-
ribbean. After lunch at anchor, peter mentioned that he might take a dip and 
promptly dove in. the beach was a mile away, but his powerful stroke made 
short work of the distance despite the choppy water. on arrival, he stood on the 
bank and waved. 

peter cort Marzio—farewell to a valued friend.  
c.b.

Evelyn G. Stehling
1961–2010

evelyn stehling, a treasured friend of the philosophical society of texas, died 
suddenly and unexpectedly at the age of 49 on June 23, 2010. in her long 

time capacity as executive Assistant at the texas state historical Association, 
she managed the affairs of the philosophical society and coordinated its annual 
meetings, for which she received the great admiration and appreciation of all of 
its members. 

evelyn was first employed as membership secretary of the tshA in 1983 and 
was later promoted to the position of executive Assistant with the retirement 
of her friend, colleen Kain.  At that time she assumed the duties of managing 
the annual meetings of the psot and much of its business activities with great 
efficiency and the highest professional standards.  officers and members of both 
organizations relied on her dedication and her determination to achieve excel-
lence in every undertaking. 

she was born on March 11, 1961 in fredericksburg, texas, the daughter of 
roman and Verena Jenschke stehling, and soon began to exhibit her consider-
able athletic abilities in track, cycling, and boxing.  she graduated with honors 
from high school in harper, texas, and received her b. A. with honors in history 
from Angelo state university in 1983.  she was employed that year at the texas 
state historical Association, where she demonstrated great organizational skills 
in many of its statewide educational programs, including texas history day, the 
tshA annual meeting, and the affairs of the philosophical society.   

she later accepted management positions at the university of texas at Aus-
tin’s department of information technology services and at the texas educa-
tion Agency.  Always a model of good health and athleticism, she died while 
practicing for a 100 mile bicycle ride with fellow members of the Austin flyers 
Women’s cycling club. 

evelyn was regarded as a person of great honor, integrity, intelligence, and an 
acute loyalty to colleagues, family, and friends.  they will always remember her 
with a strong sense of warmth, devotion, and love.  

J.c.M.
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Meetings
of The Philosophical Society of Texas



We the undersigned form ourselves into a society for the collection 
and diffusion of knowledge—subscribing fully to the opinion of 
lord chancellor bacon, that “knowledge is power”; we need not 

here dilate on its importance. the field of our researches is as boundless in its 
extent and as various in its character as the subjects of knowledge are number-
less and diversified. but our object more especially at the present time is to 
concentrate the efforts of the enlightened and patriotic citizens of texas, of our 
distinguished military commanders and travelers,—of our scholars and men of 
science, of our learned members of the different professions, in the collection 
and diffusion of correct information regarding the moral and social condition of 
our country; its finances, statistics and political and military history; its climate, 
soil and productions; the animals which roam over our broad prairies or swim 
in our noble streams; the customs, language and history of the aboriginal tribes 
who hunt or plunder on our borders; the natural curiosities of the country; our 
mines of untold wealth, and the thousand other topics of interest which our 
new and rising republic unfolds to the philosopher, the scholar and the man of 
the world. texas having fought the battles of liberty, and triumphantly achieved 
a separate political existence, now thrown upon her internal resources for the 
permanence of her institutions, moral and political, calls upon all persons to use 
all their efforts for the increase and diffusion of useful knowledge and sound 
information; to take measures that she be rightly appreciated abroad, and ac-
quire promptly and fully sustain the high standing to which she is destined 
among the civilized nations of the world. she calls on her intelligent and patri-
otic citizens to furnish to the rising generation the means of instruction within 
our own borders, where our children—to whose charge after all the vestal flame 
of texian liberty must be committed—may be indoctrinated in sound principles 
and imbibe with their education respect for their country’s laws, love of her soil 
and veneration for her institutions. We have endeavored to respond to this call 
by the formation of this society, with the hope that if not to us, to our sons and 
successors it may be given to make the star, the single star of the West, as re-
splendent for all the acts that adorn civilized life as it is now glorious in military 
renown. texas has her captains, let her have her wise men. 

Preamble
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Appeals, Austin and San Angelo

AdAMs, phil, board of regents, texas A&M university; director, American 
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governing council of international planned parenthood federation. serves 
on boards of guttmacher institute, Americans for unfpA, board of visitors 
for Johns hopkins school of public health and pathfinder international. 
serves on the college of liberal Arts Advisory council at the university of 
texas at Austin, Waco

Arnold, dAniel c. (beVerlY), private investor, Houston

AshbY, lYnne cox (dorothY), former editor, editorial page, houston post; 
member, houston philosophical society; author; columnist; Houston

AtlAs, Morris (ritA), lawyer; senior partner, Atlas and hall, McAllen

bAbcocK, chArles l. (nAncY hAMilton), partner, Jackson, Walker, llp; 
general counsel, texas Association of broadcasters; chairman, texas su-
preme court Advisory board committee; Houston

bArnes, susAn J., the reverend, rector, st. John’s episcopal church;  
Minneapolis, MN

bArnett, lYnn (rAndY), director, Abilene cultural Affairs council, Abilene

bArnhill, John W. (JAne), former executive vice president and general sales 
manager and current board member, blue bell creameries: chairman, bank 
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of brenham: former member, the university of texas system board of re-
gents; past president, texas exes; past chair, the university of texas system 
chancellor’s council executive committee; Brenham

bArroW, thoMAs d. (JAnice), retired president, t-bar-x, ltd.,  
Houston
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committee, Carrollton  
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sity of texas at Austin, Austin 
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thor, Austin

boles, John b. (nAncY), William pettus hobby professor of history at rice 
university, managing editor of the Journal of Southern History, Houston

brAnch, dAniel h. (stAceY), member, texas house of representatives; 
Dallas
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brinKerhoff, Ann, founding trustee, children’s Museum of houston, 
st. francis episcopal day school, and texas division national Museum 
of Women in the Arts; Washington d.c. chair, Malacology committee, 
houston Museum of natural science; emeritus board, institute of texan 
cultures; Houston

broWn, MichAel s. (Alice), professor of molecular genetics and director, 
Jonsson center for Molecular genetics, the university of texas south-
western Medical center at dallas; 1985 nobel laureate in physiology or 
medicine, Dallas

broWnell, blAine A. (MArdi), former provost, university of north texas; 
former president, ball state university; higher education consultant and 
author, Charlottesville, VA

brYAn, J. p. (MArY Jon), ceo, torch energy Advisors inc.; former president, 
texas state historical Association, Houston

burKA, pAul J. (sArAh), senior executive editor of Texas Monthly, co-creator 
of biennial best and Worst legislators feature; former attorney with the 
texas legislature, Austin

burns, fred c. (pAt), retired chairman, John l. Wortham & son; president, 
Wortham foundation, inc.; board of directors, Jp Morgan chase bank of 
texas, Houston 

burton, W. AMon Jr. (cArol), attorney; adjunct professor, the university 
of texas school of law; national conference of bar examiners’ Multistate 
professional responsibility examination, Austin

bush, george W. (lAurA), former president of the united states of Ameri-
ca, Dallas

bush, lAurA Welch (george), former first lady of the united states of 
America, founder of the texas book festival, Dallas

butt, chArles, chairman of the board and chief executive officer, h. e. butt 
grocery company, San Antonio

cAlder, J. Kent (tArA cArlisle), executive director, texas state historical 
Association; Denton

cAldWell, John clifton (shirleY), rancher; former chairman, texas 
historical commission; former president, texas state historical Associa-
tion, Albany

cAlgAArd, ronAld Keith (genie), chairman and trustee, ray ellison 
grandchildren trust; president emeritus, trinity university, San Antonio

cAlhoun, KirK A. (JeAnette), president, university of texas health science 
center at tyler; Tyler
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cAMpbell, bonnie A., director, bayou bend collection and gardens, hous-
ton Museum of fine Arts; former executive officer, bob bullock texas state 
history Museum; former curator, texas state capitol, founding board 
member, center for the Advancement and study of early texas Art; Hous-
ton

cAMpbell, rAndolph “MiKe” b. (diAnA snoW), regents professor of his-
tory, university of north texas, Denton

cAntrell, gregg, professor of history, texas christian university, Fort 
Worth

cApper, JoYce pAte (robert), founder, Abraham lincoln Appreciation 
society; honorary consular, grand duchy of luxembourg; organized first 
edna gladney Auxiliary in 1965; opened pate Museum of transportation 
in cresson, texas, Fort Worth

cApper, robert s. (JoYce), president, fort Worth chapter of the American 
heart Association; vice chairman, harris Methodist health foundation, 
Fort Worth

cArleton, don e. (suZAnne), executive director, dolph briscoe center for 
American history, the university of texas at Austin, Austin

cArlson, pAul h. (ellen), retired history professor, texas tech university; 
former director, texas tech center for the southwest; author The Plains 
Indians, Pecos Bill: A Military Biography of William R. Shaffer, and Empire 
Builder in the Texas Panhandle:  William Henry Bush; Ransom Canyon

cArson, ronAld (ute), independent scholar and Adjunct professor in the 
plan ii honors program, the university of texas at Austin, Austin

cAtto, henrY e., former u.s. ambassador to great britain and el salvador; 
vice-chairman, Aspen institute; former vice-chairman, national public ra-
dio; former director, u.s. information Agency, San Antonio

cAVAZos, lAuro f. (peggY Ann), former u.s. secretary of education; former 
president, texas tech university and texas tech university health sciences 
center, Port Aransas

cheW, dAVid Wellington (MAndY), chief Justice, eighth court of Ap-
peals, 2006 to present; 8th court of Appeals Justice, 1996–2007; past 
representative, city council of el paso; practicing attorney specializing in 
immigration and nationality law; former lieutenant commander, united 
states navy; El Paso

cigArroA, frAncisco (grAcielA), chancellor, the university of texas 
system; pediatric and transplant surgeon, Austin
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cigArroA, JoAQuin g., Jr. (bArbArA), physician, internal medicine and 
cardiology, Laredo

cleMents, WilliAM p., Jr. (ritA), former governor of texas; former chair-
man, sedco, inc.; former u.s. deputy secretary of defense,  
Dallas

coers, donAld,  provost, Vice president, Academic Affairs, Angelo state 
university; award winning author and international expert on the works 
of John steinbeck; state president, texas council of faculty senates, San 
Angelo

corMier, rufus (YVonne), attorney and partner in the houston office of 
baker botts l.l.p., Houston

cornYn, John (sAndY), us senator, texas; San Antonio and Washington, 
D.C.

cox, pAtricK (brendA), assistant director, dolph briscoe center for Ameri-
can history, the university of texas at Austin; historian; writer, Austin

crAin, John WAlKer (MiMi), president of summerlee foundation; honorary 
director, texas state historical Association, Dallas

crAVen, Judith lYnn berWicK (MoritZ), past president, united Way of 
the texas gulf coast; regent, the university of texas system, Houston

criM, WilliAM robert (MArgAret), investments, Kilgore

crisp, JAMes e., (lYnn), associate professor of history, north carolina state 
university; author, Sleuthing the Alamo:  Davy Crockett’s Last Stand and 
Other Mysteries of the Texas Revolution; Raleigh, NC

crooK, eliZAbeth (MArc leWis), author; member, texas institute of let-
ters, Austin

crutcher, ronAld A. (bettY), president, Wheaton college; cellist; Norton, 
MA

cruZ, r. ted (heidi), candidate for Attorney general of texas; partner, 
Morgan, lewis & bockius llp; Adjunct professor of law, the university 
of texas school of law; Austin

culluM, lee, journalist contributing columns to dallas Morning News 
and commentaries to national public radio’s All Things Considered and 
to News Hour with Jim Lehrer; author of Genius Came Early: Creativity in 
the Twentieth Century, Dallas

cuMMins, light t. (VictoriA), texas state historian; guy M. bryan 
professor of history, Austin college; fellow, texas state historical Associa-
tion; Sherman
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cunninghAM, WilliAM h. (isAbellA), former president, the university of 
texas at Austin; former chancellor, the university of texas system, Austin

curtis, gregorY (trAcY), editor, Texas Monthly, 1981–2000; author, 
Austin

dAileY, MAceo (sondrA), director of African American studies and assis-
tant professor of history at the university of texas at el paso; board chair 
of humanities texas, El Paso

dAniel, dAVid e. (susAn), president, the university of dallas; member, 
national Academy of engineering; board member and past president, the 
Academy of Medicine, engineering, and science of texas; Dallas

dAVis, d. JAcK (gAil), professor of Art, university of north texas; director, 
north texas institute for educators on the Visual Arts, Denton

dAVis, rAMonA, executive director, greater houston preservation Alliance, 
Houston

de lA teJA, Jesús f. (MAgdAlenA), Appointed first texas state historian 
2007 by the governor of texas; department of history chair, texas state 
university; board of directors, texas state historical Association; Austin

de Wetter, MArgAret b., Author of three volumes of poetry, two biogra-
phies, and three books of genealogy; winner of the daughters of the repub-
lic of texas’ Mamie Wynne cox award; member, huntington library live 
poets society; university of texas el paso distinguished Alumna; el paso 
Women’s hall of fame; El Paso

deAn, dAVid A. (JeAn), lawyer; former secretary of state, texas, Dallas

decherd, robert W. (MAureen), chairman of the board, president, and 
chief executive officer A. h. belo corporation; Dallas

delco, WilhelMinA (exAlton), former member, texas house of repre-
sentatives; civic leader; adjunct professor, community college leadership 
program, the university of texas at Austin; and chair, board of trustees, 
huston-tillotson college, Austin

denius, frAnKlin W. (chArMAine), lawyer; former president, the univer-
sity of texas ex-students’ Association; member, constitutional revision 
committee; distinguished Alumnus, the university of texas at Austin; 
decorated veteran of World War ii, Austin

denton, p. lYnn (MArK), founding director of the bob bullock texas state 
history Museum; past-president, texas Association of Museums; Dripping 
Springs

deWhurst, dAVid, lieutenant governor of texas, veteran, businessman, 
rancher, Austin
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dicK, JAMes, founder-director, international festival-institute at round top; 
concert pianist and teacher, Round Top

diehl, rAndY l.  (MArY), dean, college of liberal Arts, the university of 
texas at Austin; Austin

dJereJiAn, edWArd p. (frAncoise hAelters), founding and present direc-
tor of the James Al baker iii institute for public policy at rice university, 
former u.s. Ambassador to israel and former u.s. Ambassador to the syr-
ian Arab republic, Houston

dobie, dudleY r., Jr. (sAZA), successor trustee, clayton foundation of re-
search; shareholder, brorby & crozier, p. c., Austin

doughertY, J. chrYs, iii, retired attorney; former honorary french consul 
in Austin; former president, state bar of texas; former trustee, st. stephen’s 
episcopal school, Austin; former trustee, the university of texas law 
school foundation; trustee, texas supreme court historical society, the 
Austin project; Administrative vice-chair, texas Appleseed,  Austin

doughertY, J. chrYs, iV (MArY Ann), senior research scientist, national 
center for educational Achievement & Act, inc., Austin

dugger, ronnie e. (pAtriciA blAKe), reporter, writer, and social structure 
activist, Austin and Cambridge, MA

duncAn, A. bAKer (sAllY), chairman, duncan-smith investments inc., San 
Antonio

duncAn, chArles WilliAM, Jr. (Anne), chairman, duncan interests; 
former secretary, u.s. energy department; deputy secretary, u.s. defense 
department; president, the coca-cola company; chairman, rotan Mosle 
financial corporation, Houston

duncAn, John house (brendA), businessman; chairman, board of trustees, 
southwestern university, Houston

eArVin, lArrY l., president, huston-tillotson college; former dean, school 
of Arts and sciences, clark Atlanta university, Austin

eMAnuel, Victor lloYd, naturalist and founder of Victor emanuel nature 
tours, Austin

fArAbee, Kenneth rAY (MArY MArgAret), former vice-chancellor and 
general counsel, the university of texas system; former member, texas 
senate, Austin

fAulKner, lArrY r. (MArY Ann), president emeritus, the university of 
texas at Austin, Houston

fehrenbAch, t. r. (lilliAn), author; historian; former chairman, commis-
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sioner emeritus, texas historical commission; former chairman, texas An-
tiquities committee; fellow, texas state historical Association, San Antonio

fisher, richArd (nAncY), recipient of service to democracy Award & 
dwight d. eisenhower Medal for public service from the American As-
sembly; president & ceo, federal reserve bank of dallas; member, federal 
open Market committee; former vice chairman, Kissinger Mclarty As-
sociates; former deputy, u.s. trade representative; laureate, dallas Junior 
Achievement business hall of fame, Dallas

flAto, edWArd c. (KAtY), architect, lake/flato, San Antonio

flAWn, peter t. (priscillA), president emeritus, the university of texas at 
Austin, Austin

fleMing, cherYl (Jon), operatic soprano, director & producer; former 
dean of Margaret petree school of performing Arts in oklahoma city; 
former Managing director of the tulsa opera; advisor-consultant of the 
Metropolitan opera, national endowment for the Arts, and the national 
endowment for the humanities; award winning poet, writer on Arts educa-
tion, children’s books author, North Zulch
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frost, toM c. (pAtriciA), chairman emeritus, frost national bank, San 
Antonio
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district of texas, dallas division, Dallas

gAlbrAith, JAMes K. (Ying tAng), professor, lyndon baines Johnson 
school of public Affairs, the university of texas at Austin, Austin
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university, Dallas
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gArWood, WilliAM l. (Merle), judge, u.s. court of Appeals, fifth circuit, 
Austin

george, roger JAMes, Jr. (cherYl), trial lawyer, founding partner of 
george & donaldson, llp, Austin

gillette, MichAel l. (leAnn), director, humanities texas; retired, na-
tional Archives, Austin

gillis, MAlcolM (eliZAbeth), president, rice university, Houston

glicKMAn, Julius (suZAn), past chair, chancellor’s council, the university 
of texas system; past chair, development board, the university of texas;  
board of directors, Jack s. blanton Museum of Art; chair, texas humanities 
council; Advisory board of directors, ut health science center; recipi-
ent of pro bene Meritus, college of liberal Arts univ. of texas; liberal 
Arts council, univ. of texas; recipient of leon Jaworski Award for public 
service from the houston bar Auxiliary; past chairman of the board and 
president, houston public television; past director, executive committee, 
houston symphony; past director, greater houston YMcA; Houston

goldstein, Joseph l., professor of medicine and molecular genetics, the 
university of texas southwest Medical center; nobel laureate in medicine 
or physiology, Dallas

grAnof, MichAel h. (denA hirsch), professor of Accounting, Mccombs 
school of business and lbJ school of public Affairs, the university of 
texas at Austin; specialist in government accounting; member of several 
committees involved in setting accounting and auditing standards for both 
state and local governments and federal government, Austin
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grAnt, Joseph M., chairman emeritus, texas capital bancshares, inc., Dallas

greenhill, Joe r. (MArthA), lawyer; former chief justice, supreme court 
of texas, Austin

gruben, WilliAM c. (MArilu), radcliffe Killam professor of economics, 
texas A&M international university; research assistant, globalization and 
Monetary policy institute, federal reserve bank of dallas; board of Advi-
sors, university of texas at Austin lozano long institute for latin Ameri-
can studies; Laredo and Dallas

guerrA, fernAndo A. (beVerlY), director of san Antonio Metropolitan 
health district, clinical professor of pediatrics at university of texas 
health science center-san Antonio, member of institute of Medicine of the 
national Academy of sciences, member of commonwealth fund, national 
commission for a high performing public health system, recipient of 
Ashbel smith distinguished Alumnus Award from the university of texas 
Medical branch, recipient of bronze star Medal, u.s. Army commendation 
Medal, San Antonio

guest, WilliAM f., attorney; chairman, American capitol insurance com-
pany, Houston

gullett, John, physician, Provincetown, MA

gunter, pete A.Y. (eliZAbeth), regents professor of philosophy, univer-
sity of north texas; member, texas institute of letters; board of directors, 
Southwest Philosophy Review; president, Association for process philoso-
phy of education; lifetime board member and past president, big thicket 
Association, Denton

guthrie, Judith K. (MAttheW WAtson), united states Magistrate Judge, 
u.s. district court, eastern district of texas; Tyler

hAMilton, Ann thoMAs, senior grant officer, houston endowment inc.; 
vice-president, Jacob W. & terese hershey foundation, Houston

hArdestY, robert l. (MArY), former president, southwest texas state 
university; former assistant to the president of the united states; former 
chairman, board of governors, united states postal service; former vice-
chancellor, the university of texas system, Austin

hArrigAn, stephen MichAel (sue ellen), author; contributing editor, 
Texas Monthly, Austin

hArte, christopher M. (KAtherine stoddArd pope), investments, 
Portland, ME

hArte, edWArd holMeAd, former publisher, corpus christi Caller-
Times, Corpus Christi
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hAY, Jess, retired chairman and ceo, lomas financial group; chairman, 
texas foundation for higher education; former member, board of regents, 
university of texas system, Dallas

hAYes, pAtriciA A., retired ceo, seton healthcare network, Austin

hecht, nAthAn lincoln, justice, supreme court of texas, Austin

hersherY, terese tArlton “terrY,” civic leader; former houston parks 
board; national Association of flood plain Managers foundation; na-
tional recreation foundation; texas Women’s hall of fame; former 
board member, national Audubon society; trust for public lands; texas 
parks and Wildlife commission; national recreation & park Association; 
founder, fellow, advisory board member, lady bird Johnson Wildflower 
center; frances K. hutchison Medal for distinguished service to conserva-
tion, garden club of America; Houston

heYer, george stuArt, Jr., professor emeritus, history of doctrine, Austin 
presbyterian theological seminary, Austin

higginbothAM, pAtricK e. (eliZAbeth), judge, u.s. court of Appeals, 
fifth circuit, Dallas

hilgers, WilliAM b., attorney; former chairman, supreme court of texas 
grievance oversight committee, Del Valle

hill, lYdA, president, lh holdings and seven falls company, Dallas

hines, gerAld douglAs (bArbArA), chairman, hines interests, Houston

hixon, sAritA A. (robert), board of directors, texas state historical Asso-
ciation, appointed to texas historical commission 2005, past chair of san 
Jacinto Museum of history; elected Kenedy county commissioner, precinct 
3 2008, Houston

ho, JAMes c. (AllYson), solicitor general of texas; of counsel, gibson, 
dunn, & crutcher, llp, dallas; law clerk, u.s. supreme court Justice 
clarence thomas; chief counsel, u.s. senator John cornyn, Dallas

hobbY, diAnA (WilliAM), Houston

hobbY, WilliAM pettus (diAnA), lieutenant governor of texas, 1973–1991; 
radoslav A. tsanoff professor, rice university, 1989–present; sid rich-
ardson professor, lyndon baines Johnson school of public Affairs, the 
university of texas at Austin, 1991–1997; chancellor, university of hous-
ton system, Houston

holtZMAn, WAYne h. (JoAn), professor emeritus of psychology and educa-
tion; past president, hogg foundation for Mental health,  
university of texas at Austin, Austin
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hooK, hArold sWAnson (JoAnne), retired chairman and chief executive, 
American general corporation; trustee, baylor college of Medicine; former 
national president of the boy scouts of America; texas business hall of 
fame, Houston

horchoW, s. roger (cArolYn), founder and former ceo of the horchow 
collection, author, theatrical producer, Dallas

hoWe, John p., iii, physician; president and ceo, project hope,  
Washington, D.C.

hudson, edWArd r. Jr. (Ann frAsher), independent oil producer; board 
member, Kimbell Art foundation, burnett foundation, Modern Art Mu-
seum of fort Worth, Aspen Art Museum, and Aspen center for physics, 
friends of Art and preservation in embassies, Fort Worth

hueY, MArY eVelYn (griffin), president emerita, texas Woman’s univer-
sity, Denton

huffines, JAMes r. (pAttY), former chairman of the board of regents of 
the university of texas system and current vice chairman of the board of 
regents; chairman, central & south texas for plains  
capital bank, Austin

hughes, Vester t., Jr., lawyer; partner, K&l gates, Dallas

hunt, WoodY l. (gAYle), chairman and ceo, hunt building corporation; 
member, the university of texas system board of regents; member of 
numerous local and state business and charitable boards, El Paso

hurleY, Alfred frAncis (JoAnnA), professor of history, university of 
north texas, chancellor/president emeritus, university of north texas; 
chancellor emeritus, university of north texas system,  
brigadier general usAf (retired), Dallas

hutchison, KAY bAileY (rAY), u.s. senator; former state treasurer, texas, 
Dallas and Washington, D.C. 

inMAn, bobbY r. (nAncY), admiral, u.s. navy (retired); investor, Austin

JAcK, JAnis grAhAM (WilliAM dAVid), u.s. district judge, Corpus Christi

JAcKson, lee, chancellor, university of north texas system; former member, 
texas house of representatives; four-time dallas county Judge, Dallas

JAcobs, gArY, (Jessie), chairman, cabo capital, Advisors, ltd., Laredo

JAMAil, Joseph d. Jr., attorney; philanthropist, Houston

Johnson, clAY iii (Anne), former deputy director, Management, office of 
Management and budget, Washington D.C.
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Johnson, luci bAines (iAn turpin), chair, lbJ Asset Management part-
ners, Austin

JordAn, brYce (bArbArA), president emeritus, pennsylvania state univer-
sity, Austin

** KAin, colleen t., retired executive assistant, the university of texas at 
Austin, Austin

KecK, rAY M. (pAtriciA), president, texas A&M international university, 
former provost & vice-president for Academic Affairs, Laredo

Kelleher, herb, cofounder and former executive chairman of southwest 
Airlines, serves on federal reserve bank of dallas board. recipient of 
Wright brothers Memorial trophy, inc magazine’s u.s. Master entre-
preneur and the bower Award for business leadership from the franklin 
institute, Dallas

KellY, dee J. (JAnice), attorney, Fort Worth

KelseY, MAVis pArrott sr., retired physician; founder and former chief, 
Kelsey-seybold clinic, Houston

KeMpner, hArris l., Jr. (hettA), trustee, h. Kempner; president, Kempner 
capital Management, inc., Galveston

Kessler, JAMes lee (shelleY), rabbi, temple b’nai israel; founder and first 
president, texas Jewish historical society, Galveston

King, cArolYn dineen (thoMAs M. reAVleY), circuit judge, u.s. court 
of Appeals, fifth circuit, Houston

King, robert d., professor, linguistics, founding dean, college of liberal 
Arts, the university of texas at Austin,  Austin

Kleberg, sAllY seArcY, financial educator; family office manager, New 
York and San Antonio

Kleberg, scott M. (Julie McgAngbY), principal, cA partners llc; Fort 
Worth

Klein, MelVYn n. (Annette), founder, Melvyn n. Klein interests; attorney; 
adjunct professor, texas A&M university-corpus christi, Corpus Christi

Krier, cYndi tAYlor (Joseph), former member, texas senate; partner, 
Vallejo ranch, San Antonio

Krueger, robert “bob” chArles (KAthleen), former u.s. senator, con-
gressman, ambassador to burundi, ambassador to botswana, ambassador 
at-large to Mexico; former texas railroad commissioner; former vice-
provost and dean of Arts and sciences, duke university; author; president, 
Krueger Associates, New Braunfels
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lAboon, robert bruce (rAMonA),  of counsel, locke lord bissell & lid-
dell llp, Austin 

lAne, neAl (Joni), Malcolm gillis university professor and senior fellow, 
James A. baker iii institute for public policy, department of physics and 
Astronomy, rice university; former director, White house office of sci-
ence and technology policy; former director national science foundation, 
Houston

lAriViere, richArd W. (JAnis), president, university of oregon; Eugene, 
OR

lAsAter, gArlAnd M., Jr. (Mollie), board of Visitors, Mcdonald observa-
tory of the university of texas; member,  Aspen center for physics; direc-
tor, Aspen science center, Fort Worth

lee, eliZAbeth MAxWell (WilliAM), head of school, columbus school 
for girls, columbus, ohio; former executive director, foundation for the 
education of Young Women; founder, irma rangel leadership school for 
Young Women, Dallas

leebron, dAVid W. (Y. ping sun), president, rice university, former dean 
columbia university school of law, Houston

leMAistre, chArles A. (AndreA), president emeritus, the university of 
texas cancer center, M. d. Anderson; former chancellor, the university of 
texas system; San Antonio

leVin, WilliAM c., physician; president emeritus and Ashbel smith professor, 
university of texas Medical branch at galveston, Galveston

lindseY, John h. (sArA), businessman; art collector; civic leader; former 
member, board of directors, Museum of fine Arts; director, Alley theatre; 
member, board of regents, texas A&M university system; former member 
of the board of the united states Military Academy at West point, Houston

liVingston, WilliAM s. (lAnA), senior vice president, the university of 
texas at Austin, Austin

lochridge, lloYd, lawyer; former president, state bar of texas; former 
member, board of governors, American bar Association, Austin

locKe, John pAtricK (rAMonA), president, locke holdings, inc., Dallas

lord, grogAn (bettY), senior chairman, first texas bancorp; member, 
texas securities board; trustee, southwestern university, Georgetown

loW, gilbert, lawyer, Beaumont

loWe, richArd (KAthY), regents professor, university of north texas; 
author and recipient of Jefferson davis Award of the Museum of the 
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confederacy for Walker’s Texas Division, CSA: Greyhounds of the Trans-
Mississippi, author of several books, Denton

loWMAn, Albert t.  (dArlYne), past president, texas folklore society, 
book club of texas, texas state historical Association; managing partner, 
lowman ranch, ltd., San Marcos

MAcKintosh, prudence M. (John), author; member, texas institute of 
letters, Dallas

MAcon, JAne (lArrY), attorney, city and trial attorney, city of san Antonio, 
San Antonio

MAdden, WAles h., Jr. (Abbie), attorney; former member, board of regents, 
the university of texas system, Amarillo

MArcus, nAncY cAin, professor, southern Methodist university, former 
professor at university of dallas and American Academy in rome. serves 
on boards of dallas center for the performing Arts foundation, trinity 
trust, dallas committee on foreign relations, and dallas institute of hu-
manities and culture. Appointed to commission on 21st century colleges 
and universities and to humanities texas board of directors. received 
presidential appointment as a united states public delegate to the united 
nations general Assembly in 2001, Dallas

MArgo, AdAir WAKefield (donAld r. “dee”), owner, Adair Margo gal-
lery; member, texas higher education coordinating board; state Advisory 
council, texas book festival; chairman, president’s council on the Arts 
and humanities, El Paso

MArK, hAns (MArion), professor of aerospace engineering, the university 
of texas at Austin, Austin

MArsh, gWendolYn “WendY” o. (stAnleY), civic volunteer active in arts 
and education, Amarillo

MArtin, JAMes c., former associate director, center for American history, 
the university of texas at Austin; former executive director, san Jacinto 
Museum of history, houston; department of special collections, the 
university of texas; Arlington; and the texas state historical Association, 
Austin, retired, Austin

MArtin, robert s. (bArbArA), former director, institute for Museum and 
library services; former director, texas state library, Dallas

MArtineZ, philip, united states district Judge, Western district of texas; 
former Judge of the 327th district court; member American law institute; 
former director el paso legal Assistance society, el paso holocaust Mu-
seum, el paso cancer treatment center, and hispanic leadership institute, 
El Paso
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MArtineZ, VidAl g. (deborAh), partner, franklin, cardwell, & Jones; 
chairman, texas public education reform foundation, Houston

MAttheWs, JuliA Jones, president, dodge Jones foundation; Abilene

MAttheWs, KAthleen shiVe, stewart Memorial professor, biochemistry 
and cell biology, Wiess school of natural sciences, rice university; elected 
to American Association for the Advancement of science, Houston 

MccoMbs, b. J. “red” (chArline), owner, Mccombs enterprises, San  
Antonio

MccorQuodAle, robin hunt; novelist, Houston

MccoWn, f. scott (MAurA poWers), executive director, center for public 
policy priorities, retired judge, 345th district court, travis county, texas, 
named by Texas Monthly as one of “the 25 Most powerful people in texas 
politics,” Austin

McderMott, MArgAret (eugene), the university of texas at Austin 
distinguished Alumna; patron of the arts, education, and medicine in vari-
ous community involvements; member, international council of Museum 
of Modern Art in new York and the dallas shakespeare club; honorary 
alumnus of the Massachusetts institute of technology, Dallas

McfAdden, Joseph M., president emeritus, professor of history, university of 
st. thomas, Houston

Mchugh, M. colleen, member, board of regents, the university of texas 
system, Corpus Christi

McKnight, Joseph Webb (MiMi), professor, southern Methodist school of 
law; legal historian; law reformer, Dallas

MclAughlin, John MArK (AMY), manager, double M ranch, ltd; lawyer; 
chairman, texas state bank, san Angelo, San Angelo

Mcneill, lArrY, past president, texas state historical Association; presi-
dent, texas supreme court historical society; president, clark, thomas & 
Winters, p.c., Austin

McreYnolds, JiM (JudY), member, texas house of representatives; for-
mer faculty member, stephen f. Austin state university; owner, chaparral 
energy, inc., Lufkin

Mendelsohn, John (Anne), president of the university of texas M.d. 
Anderson cancer center in houston since 1996, board member of  greater 
houston partnership, houston technology center, biohouston and hous-
ton forum, Houston

Middleton, hArrY J. (MiriAM), director emeritus, lyndon b. Johnson 
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presidential library and Museum; executive director, lyndon b. Johnson 
foundation, Austin

Miller, chArles (beth), Houston

MondAY, JAne cleMents (chArles), author; former regent, texas state 
university system; former mayor, city of huntsville, Huntsville

Moore, J. sAM, Jr. (gretA), retired lawyer; former chairman, texas com-
mittee for the humanities; former member, texas law review Association, 
El Paso

Mosle, pAulA Meredith, life trustee, former chairman, hockaday school; 
former dean of women, rice university; former governor, current trustee 
advisor, rice university; trustee, the st. Michael foundation, Dallas

Mullins, chArles b. (stellA), executive vice chancellor for health Affairs 
emeritus; Ashbel smith professor emeritus; consultant, southwestern Medi-
cal center, Dallas

MurdocK, steVe h. (MArY ZeY), professor, department of sociology, rice 
university. presidential appointee to head united states census bureau; 
Allyn and gladys cline chair in sociology, rice university; state demogra-
pher of texas, San Antonio

MurphY, eWell e., Jr., lawyer, retired partner, baker & botts l.l.p.; distin-
guished lecturer, university of houston law center, Houston

nAtAlicio, diAnA s., president, the university of texas at el paso; member, 
texas Women’s hall of fame; author, El Paso

neWton, W. frAnK (nAncY Jo), president of the beaumont foundation of 
America, a national resource for education in the field of technology. past 
president of the state bar of texas and former dean and professor of law 
at texas tech law school, Beaumont

nicKlAus, helen cArol (ted), the university of texas liberal Arts foun-
dation Advisory council, recipient of the Jim Veninga Award for excellence 
in humanities, texas council for the humanities, Amarillo

nYe, erle A. (Alice), chairman emeritus, txu corp; former chairman, cur-
rent regent, texas A&M university system, Dallas

o’connor, MAcondA b., philanthropist, scholar, and public activist,  
Houston

olson, lYndon l., Jr. (KAY), former u.s. Ambassador to sweden, Waco 

oshinsKY, dAVid M. (JAne), Jack s. blanton chair in history at the uni-
versity of texas at Austin; won pulitzer prize for history 2006 for Polio: 
An American Story; specialist in 20th century u.s. political and cultural 
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history; frequent contributor to nY Times and other national publications, 
Austin

o’toole, thoMAs f. (JAne), managing partner, glenhest, ltd; director, 
national Alliance for Mental illness, Dallas

oxford, pAtricK cunninghAM (KAte), chairman, bracewell & giuliani 
llp; board of regents, university of texas systems; board member, M.d. 
Anderson outreach, inc. & texas Medical center, Houston

pAlAiMA, thoMAs g., professor of classics, the university of texas at Aus-
tin; commentary writer and book reviewer; Austin

pAredes, rAYMund A., commissioner of higher education, texas higher 
education coordinating board; board of directors, texas cultural trust; 
board of trustrees, Mercy college, new York, Austin

pAtterson, pAtriciA M., president, patterson investments, inc; board of 
directors, hockaday school, Dallas

pfeiffer, fred n. (Ann MAriA), professional engineer; attorney; former 
general Manager, san Antonio river Authority, San Antonio

phillips, JeAnne Johnson (dAVid), senior vice president, corporate Affairs 
and international relations, hunt consolidated, inc., hunt oil company, 
inc., Dallas

phillips, thoMAs r. (lYn), attorney, baker botts, l.l.p.: former chief justice, 
supreme court of texas; Austin

pope, JAcK (Allene), former chief justice, supreme court of texas, Austin

porter-scott, JennY lind (lAWrence e.), poet and educator, former poet 
laureate of texas, Austin

poWell, boone (diAnne), president, ford, powell, & carson, Architects; 
college of fellows, American institute of Architects; former president, 
texas society of Architects; peer professional, u.s. general services Admin-
istration, San Antonio

poWers, WilliAM c. (KiM heibrun), president, the university of texas at 
Austin, hines h. baker and thelma Kelly baker chair, university distin-
guished teaching professor, Austin

prAdo, edWArd c. (MAriA), u.s. circuit Judge, u.s. court of Appeals; 
former u.s. district court Judge, Western district of texas; former u.s. 
Attorney, Western district of texas, San Antonio

pressler, h. pAul, iii (nAncY), justice (retired), court of Appeals of texas, 
fourteenth supreme Judicial district, Houston
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prothro, cAren h. (c. Vincent), member of board of dallas Museum of 
Art, dallas center for the performing Arts foundation, and southwestern 
Medical foundation, Dallas

rAMeY, toM b., Jr. (Jill), lawyer; chief justice, twelfth court of  
Appeals, Tyler

rAMireZ, MArio e., (sArAh), physician; past member, board of regents, uni-
versity of texas system, vice-president for south texas/border initiatives, 
university of texas health science center at san Antonio; McAllen

rAndAll, edWArd, iii (ellen), private investor, Houston

rAndAll, risher (fAirfAx), former senior vice president and director, 
American general investment corporation; manager, family trusts, invest-
ments, and real estate, Houston

reAsoner, hArrY MAx (MAceY), lawyer; senior partner, Vinson & elkins, 
Houston

reAud, WAYne A., attorney and philanthropist; member of the university of 
texas system chancellor’s council, Beaumont

reAVleY, thoMAs M. (cArolYn dineen King), judge, u.s. court of Ap-
peals, fifth circuit, Austin

rhodes, chArlotte W. (Alec), patron, shakespeare at Winedale; chancel-
lor’s council, the university of texas at Austin; harry ransom humani-
ties research center Advisory council, the university of texas at Austin, 
Dripping Springs

ritter, gretchen, Vice provost and professor of government at the uni-
versity of texas at Austin. former director of the center for Women and 
gender studies and former co-chair of the gender equity task force at 
ut Austin. serves on program committee for the foundation of the Ann 
richards school and the intercollegiate Women’s Athletics committee for Y 
sports, Austin

roAch, JoYce g., retired professor, texas christian universtiy; author; folk-
lorist; grassroots historian; rancher; naturalist; lifetime member and fellow, 
texas state historical Association and texas folklore society; member, 
texas institute of letters; lifetime member, West texas historical Associa-
tion; member and past president, horned lizard conservation society; 
honoree, national cowgirl hall of fame and Museum; Keller

robinson, MArY lou, u.s. district judge; former state appellate and trial 
judge, Amarillo

rodrigueZ, eduArdo r. (pAulA), attorney, rodriguez, colvin, chaney & 
saenz, llp; Brownsville
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rodrigueZ, rAúl (lorenA), managing director and ceo, north American 
development bank, San Antonio

rogers, eliZAbeth, Assistant federal public defender, Western district of 
texas since 1984, board of directors, state bar of texas 2005–2008, Alpine

rogers, Jesse W. (KAren), president, Midwestern state university; commis-
sioner, southern Association of colleges and schools, Wichita Falls

roMo, ricArdo (hArriett), president, the university of texas at san 
Antonio, San Antonio

roVe, KArl c., fox news contributor, columnist for the Wall Street Journal 
and Newsweek, Washington, D.C.

rutford, robert hoxie (MArJorie Ann), excellence in education 
foundation chair in geoscience, the university of texas at dallas; former 
president, the university of texas at dallas; former director, division of 
polar programs, national science foundation; president, scientific commit-
tee on Antarctic research, Richardson

sAnsoM, AndreW (nonA), executive director, river systems institute and 
research professor of geography at texas state university san Marcos; 
former executive director, texas parks & Wildlife department; executive 
director, texas nature conservancy; founder, the parks and Wildlife foun-
dation of texas, San Marcos

schruM, JAKe b. (JAne), president, southwestern university, Georgetown

schWitters, roY f. (KAren), s. W. richardson regents chair in physics, 
the university of texas at Austin; former director, super conducting super 
collider, Austin

seldin, donAld W., William buchanan and the university of texas sys-
tem professor of internal Medicine, the university of texas southwestern 
Medical school, Dallas

sherMAn, MAx rAY (gene Alice), professor and dean emeritus, lyndon 
baines Johnson school of public Affairs, the university of texas at Austin; 
former president, West texas state university, Austin

shilling, roY b., Jr. (MArgAret), president emeritus, southwestern uni-
versity, Austin

shine, Kenneth i. (cArolYn), executive Vice chancellor for health Affairs 
at the university of texas system Administration, Austin

shipleY, george (donnA), president and chief executive officer, shipley & 
Associates, inc., Austin
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shiVers, AllAn “bud,” Jr., chairman, shivers group, inc.; chairman, seton 
fund; Austin

sMith, beA Ann, texas court of Appeals in Austin, Adjunct professor, the 
university of texas school of law, Austin

sMith, cullen, attorney, former president of the state bar of texas; of coun-
sel, naman, howell, smith & lee, llp; Waco

sMith, eVAn (JuliA), member, board of directors, Austin film society; board 
of directors Jack s. blanton Museum of Art, headliners club, trinity epis-
copal school & Matinee Media, Austin

sMith, frAnK c., Jr. (KAtherine), electrical engineer; specialist in data 
processing and geosciences, Houston

sMith, stephen escAr, director and c. clifford Wendler professor, cush-
ing Memorial library and Archives, and Associate dean for Advancement, 
texas A&M university libraries; College Station

specK, lAWrence W., W. l. Moody centennial professor in the school of 
Architecture at the university of texas at Austin, dean school of Architec-
ture 1992-2001, principal in page southerland page, and American institute 
of Architects fellow, Austin

spector, rose (Morris), former texas supreme court Justice, trial judge, 
and district Judge, San Antonio
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