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Hoofs poised for instant flight, this
young doe allows herself a nMoment of
curiosity. Photograph by L., A. Wilke
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INDIAN FISHING: An important decision was rendered by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Ninth Circuit this year, which will undoubtedly affect the ability of the Western
Coastal States to enforce state fish and game regulations upon Indians fishing out-
side their reservations. The Court placed the burden on the states to show that
unrestricted fishing would exhaust spawning beds and destroy important brood
stocks. The decision further suggests that the states should take all other fea-
sible means of protecting the stocks of anadromous fishes, including exclusion of
sport fishing by non-Indians, before considering restrictions on Indian fishing.

MANURE MENACE: Because of its potential as a disease-spreader to wildlife, poultry
manure, particularly that of domestic chickens and turkeys, will not be used as fer-
tilizer or top dressing on any lands serviced by the Dept. of Natural Resources. Such
fertilizer can result in the spread of parasites and serious diseases such as "black-
head," especially among wild populations of ruffed grouse, quail and turkey. The
Department urges poultry growers to burn or bury dead poultry to prevent possible
contamination of wild game-bird habitat. Blackhead infections are started by para-
sites contained in cecal egg worms. Infected birds pass large numbers of the worm eggs
in their droppings. In some localities the parasite may live within the droppings
for as long as two years, remaining a potential disease-spreader for that entire time.

DUCK STAMP DECLINE: The number of duck stamps sold in Texas during the first three
quarters (June 23, 1962, to March 29, 1963) of the Federal fiscal year 1963 was
44,360. During a comparable period the previous year, sales amounted to 61,733,
making a reduction this year of 28.14 per cent.

KEEP BOAT AFLOAT: A handy bailer for your fishing boat can be made from a plastic half-
gallon jug, the kind with a side handle. Screw the cap in place and cut off the base
of the jug to form a scoop.

WATER TEAMING: The University of Texas has established a Center for Research in Water
Resources, as an integral part of its teaching and research operations. The Uni-
versity has a long record of accomplishment in the water research field. By bring-
ing together all the components of the University that have previously functioned
independently in the general area of water resources, the State may be served even
more effectively.

SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW: For centuries, species of wildlife have been dying out in
Europe. The last wild aurochs, ancestor of our domestic cattle, died in Poland in
1627. The tarpan, or European wild horse, became extinct in 1878. Yet there are now
herds of both animals! They represent 30 years' painstaking work by two German
scientists, Dr. Heinz Heck and his brother, Dr. Lutz Heck. The principle on which
they worked was that if a wild animal had given rise by selective breeding to do-
mesticated breeds, then its heritable constitution must be preserved within these
breeds, one essential factor being found in one breed, a second in another, and so
on. Mediaeval drawings and descriptions, skeletons in museums, and ancient cave
drawings were studied. Journeys were made to many parts of Europe, during which
scientists examined and selected primitive domestic breeds. The assembled collec-
tion, each showing at least one of the traits of the wild ancestor, was crossed ac-
cording to a carefully planned breeding program. This has been successful in that
all the primitive factors have been combined in one strain for both the aurochs
and the tarpan. Both resurrected species are breeding true, and other character-
istics of the original wild species have also appeared. The aurochs, for example,
is more wild and dangerous than any domestic breed, and the hoofs of the tarpans
are harder than those of any domestic horse. One traveled 1,000 miles by road un-
shod and kept its hoofs in perfect condition. -Joan Pearsall
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This beautiful buck is wisely wary in
pre-season setting. But it won't be
long until even such a peek from the
brush would present too much danger
to a buck interested in keeping his
rack. This year, again, in counties
where surpluses exist, hunters can
add to their buck bags antlerless
deer, for meat and good management.
See deer management story this issue.

Photo by Bob Waldrop.



View Leadership

THIS EDITION finds a new era of leadership well
underway in the State's Parks and Wildlife Com-

mission-leadership dedicated to the building of a model
agency providing broad and growing services to the
people of Texas.

To tackle the big job of merging the former Game
and Fish Commission with the former Parks Board
into one organization of vitality to deal with the spec-
trum of outdoor activities, Governor Connally chose
three men with solid records of getting the job done.

Chairman Will Odom of Austin and fellow Commis-
sioners A. W. Moursund of Johnson City and James
M. Dellinger of Corpus Christi all have reputations
for being able and tough, yet fair-minded. Although
busy executives in their chosen fields, they accepted
the assignment from the Governor with a pledge to de-
vote whatever time and effort necessary to complete
the task. And as enthusiastic sportsmen themselves, they
are particularly interested in the success of the agency.

To provide the executive leadership for the new op-
eration, the commissioners chose one of the State's
best known and respected career administrators, J. Wel-
don Watson, former assistant commissioner for the De-
partment of Public Welfare.

Some early evidence of the vigor that can be expected
under the new management already has been noted by
the press. Only one week after announcement of ap-
pointment of the commissioners and the director, these
officials conducted their first public meeting-a crisp,
business-like session dealing, among other things, with
the involved detail of the operating budget for the next
biennium. The Commission acted decisively on several
matters, and it was evident that the three men and
Director Watson were well informed and prepared.

To employees of the Parks and Wildlife Department,
and to the hundreds of thousands of Texans interested
in, and affected by its activities, the atmosphere of vigor
and action promises a new day of progress in one of
the State's most important agencies.

-The Editors.
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ew Of ficials Appointed

A three-man commission, Will E. Odom, Austin;
A. W. Moursund, Johnson City and James M. Dellinger,
Corpus Christi, is guiding the new Parks and Wildlife
Department, organized with the merging of the Game
and Fish Commission and Parks Board in late August.
The three commissioners were appointed by Governor
John Connally.

J. Weldon Watson, who was assistant commissioner
for the Department of Public Welfare and is a lifetime
career state administrator, was named Executive Direc-

tor of the new department.

Howard Dodgen, executive secretary of the former
Game and Fish Commission, was retained as a con-
sultant to the new commissioners through the end of
the year. Director of Parks, Bill Collins, and other per-
sonnel of the former Parks Agency and Game and Fish

Commission were retained in acting capacities.

The merger was recommended by Governor Con-
nally as part of his administrative program and as an
economy move, although he said no hunting and fish-
ing license money would be used to maintain state
parks.

In making his recommendation to the Legislature the
Governor said, "Our present parks system is sick to the

point of dying. We must make giant strides, because
time has run out. We must decide what we want in the

way of parks and what it will cost, then provide this
service to our people, or not attempt to engage in the
activity at all."

Odom, who is chairman of the Parks and Wildlife
Commission, commenting on the work of the new or-

ganization, said, "I have always been interested in this

entire field, and recognize the great tasks facing this
new agency in carrying forward the important work of
the past Game and Fish Commission in wildlife con-

servation and directing the needed expansion of our
parks system for the people of Texas.

"Expansion of parks and outdoor recreational facili-

ties will be of great economic import to Texas and have
a strong part in building the tourist industry in accord-

ance with the Governor's program.

"I am confident we will have the full cooperation of
everyone concerned in working out the details of reor-
ganization and laying the groundwork for further devel-
opment."

Commenting on the appointment of the three com-

missioners, Governor Connally said lie selected the three

members on the basis of qualifications and experience.
"Geographic considerations were removed by the Legis-

lature in establishing a commission of three members,"
he said.

The Governor further said, "Mr. Dellinger's contract-
ing experience will be valuable in future building pro-
grams. I felt it was imperative to have a man from
Austin on the commission during the transition period,
and Mr. Odom is a highly respected engineer and geol-

ogist whose business experience should also be valu-
able. Mr. Moursund has wide knowledge of ranching
in the Edwards Plateau and Trans-Pecos region and also
is a lawyer."

Dellinger, who will have a six-year term, is a native
of Taylor. He is president of J. M. Dellinger, Inc., a

heavy construction firm. He is a past president of the
Associated General Contractors, a member of the board

of directors of the First Savings and Loan Company

and of the Corpus Christi Chamber of Commerce.
Moursund, a native of Blanco County, served in the

Army Air Force during World War II, practiced law

in San Antonio and Johnson City, served two terms in

the Texas House of Ilepresentatives from 1947-49 and

served two terms as County Judge of Blanco County.

He ranches in Blanco and other Hill Country counties,
in South Texas and in the Trans-Pecos area. He is a

director of the American State Bank of San Antonio and

Citizens State Bank of Johnson City. He also has radio

and television interests. Moursund will have a four-year

term with the Parks and Wildlife Commission.

Odom was born in Oklahoma but has lived in Texas

since his early childhood. He is a registered professional

engineer and geologist, an independent producer of oil

and gas, a member of the board of directors of the

Coastal States Gas Producing Co. and owner of a ranch

in Travis County. He has worked in Central and South

America in oil exploration and mining and has been a

consulting engineer in Austin since 1935. He is a mem-

ber of the Texas Society of Professional Engineers.

According to the Commission, "Mr. Watson is a career
public service official who is widely acknowledged to be

one of the nation's foremost administrators. Under direc-
tion of Department of Public Welfare Director John

Winters, he has had basic responsibilities involved in
running a department of more than 2,000 employees,

administering funds in excess of $474 million per bien-

nium.
"The Commission is confident that Mr. Watson, a man

of strength, patience and determination, will provide

the able leadership to mold a new Parks and Wildlife
Department that will provide the level of excellence

TEXAS GAME AND FISH



Judge Roy C. Archer, Chief Justice of the Third Court of Civil Appeals,
administers the oath of office to the new Parks and Wildlife Commis-
sioners, Will E. Odom, chairman, Austin; James M. Dellinger, Corpus
Christi and A. W. Moursund, Johnson City. Photo by Jay Vessels

in service and performance that Texans can be proud
of-a department run to provide the benefits of our nat-
ural resources and wildlife to all our people."

Watson, 52, is a native of Osceola. After attending
Southern Methodist University and the University of
Texas, he became a statistician with the Texas Railroad
Commission. Four years later, he became office manager
for the Texas Highway Department. He joined the De-
partment of Publie Welfare in 1940, and has been an
executive there since that time, with the exception of
four years spent in the Air Force, in which he attained
the rank of lieutenant colonel.

Watson was personnel director of the welfare agency
for 15 years, from 1940 through 1955. As assistant com-
missioner during the past eight years, he has had under
the direction of Winters overall charge of welfare op-
erations including budget preparation and execution
and administration of various programs. He has been
active in legislative liaison work involving the agency.

Elo J. Urbanovsky, head of Park Administration at Texas Tech and
director of a parks study project recently completed, presents Governor
John Connally with a copy of a brochure entitled Texas State Parks.
Between the Governor and Urbanovsky is J. Weldon Watson, executive
director of the Parks and Wildlife Department. At Urbanovsky's left
are W. M. Gosdin, project leader for the study, Will E. Odom, chairman
of the Parks and Wildlife Commission, and Bill Cobb, budget director
from the Governor's office. Photo F 73

hh; I 6

Parks Study
THREE YEARS AGO the Legislature appropriated

$70,000 to be used for a study of the State Parks of
Texas. It was to be an interagency agreement between
the Texas Technological College at Lubbock and the
old State Parks Board. Recently, the study was com-
pleted and compiled in a brochure entitled, Texas State
Parks. Elo J. Urbanovsky, head of Texas Tech College's
Department of Park Administration, presented Governor
John Connally a copy of the brochure September 9 at
an informal ceremony held in the Governor's office.

"The survey points out both the gi-eat need for parks
to serve an expanding population and the availability
of sites all across the state," explained Urbanovsky.
"Texas has a wide variety of park settings unlike those
of any other state."

Will E. Odom, chairman of the Parks and Wildlife
Commission, and J. Weldon Watson, executive director
for the new Department, looked on as Urbanovsky
hurriedly pointed out some of the findings of the sur-
vey.

In one section of the report entitled, "Texas Today,"
the project study team stated, "Texans can boast of
extreme environments in their state, from the sub-
tropical Rio Grande Valley to the arid deserts in the
west, and from the spreading plains to the mountains."
On the opposite page are listed 62 State Parks totaling
62,163 acres, divided into categories of existing parks,
historical sites, those leased out, and special commission

parks.
The Governor praised the former Parks Board and

its director, Bill M. Collins, for helping to make possible
the Texas Tech project. He also commended the Texas
Tech team headed by Urbanovsky and Project Leader,
W. M. Gosdin, for their efforts in collecting and compil-
ing the report material.

Odom stated that the Parks and Wildlife Commis-
sion would give prompt attention to its parks problems.
"Some areas we will get into immediately," said Odom.
"I believe we are going to get tremendous public sup-
port on this program."

The brochure is 35 pages long, beautifully illustrated
with maps and black and white photographs. It covers
such subjects as classification of State Parks, character-

istics of land to be used, scenic parks and their loca-
tions, historic parks and sites, recreational parks and

area of responsibility, biennial appropriations, economic

effect, and additional supplementary material. **
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Padr e Island's Sire n Son
by JACK GALLOWAY

T HE SILVER SHAFT of wave-
swept sand stabs its way 117

miles down the southern Texas coast-
line. Honed by the endless caress of
the surf, whetted by the salt breeze
and tempered by the fire of a blaz-
ing summer sun, the knife-blade pro-
file of Padre Island is cutting deeply
into the hearts of vacationers from
throughout the nation.

Steeped in history and luxuriating
in loveliness, the very sands them-
selves seem to whisper the echoes of
Cabeza de Vaca, Pineda, Padre Balli
and the cannibal Karankawa Indians.
But these early travelers left little of
lasting note behind, save an occa-
sional handful of Spanish coins un-
covered by indefatigable beach-
combers, and an historical flavor that

adds its own special lure to this semi-
tropical island playground.

Now the island is being discovered
for the umpteenth time, this time by
the modern day band known as tour-
ists, and it appears likely that their
mark will prove indelible. On Padre
Island's southern tip, the influx of
La Belle Touriste is bringing per-
manent and lasting change. But no
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one is complaining; it's a long island,
with lots of room.

The responsibility for this change
rests primarily on the needs of the
vacationing public itself, but more
directly on the operation of what is
perhaps the most ambitious county

park system in the entire state.

In 1954 Cameron County made
South Padre Island accessible to ev-
eryone by spanning the Laguna
Madre with the Queen Isabella
Causeway at Port Isabel. At the same
time a system of county parks was
instituted on the island, which at
the time contained only a few scat-
tered fishing shacks. The beginning
was timorous and inauspicious, but
when the Cameron County parks got
going, private development followed
inevitably behind, to the point that
South Padre Island now boasts lux-
ury resort hotels and scores of pri-
vate vacation homes.

This year the developmental
growth has received added impetus,
with three major projects for the
two Cameron County parks. There
is simply no predicting how far it
will go.

Long before the slender island
was named Padre, after a Spanish
priest who was deeded the land by
the King of Spain, Spanish seagoing
adventurers called the long barrier
reef "isla blanca," Spanish for "white
island." The Cameron County Park
Board has perpetuated the title in
its initial park development on the
extreme tip of South Padre Island.
Isla Blanca Park now offers com-
plete facilities for vacationers the
year round, and more is in prospect.

Just completed in Isla Blanca Park
is a $125,000 recreational pavilion.
The multi-purpose facility houses
the office of the park director, as
well as shuffleboard courts, volley-
ball equipment and other recrea-
tional provisions. It also doubles as
a convention and activity center,
with the capacity for accommodat-
ing 1,000 persons at open conven-
tion, or some 750 at banquet. Archi-
tecturally outstanding, the recrea-
tional pavilion will answer a long-
felt need on South Texas' pleasure
island. It is the frosting on an already
well-sampled resort and recreation
cake.

One hundred and seventeen trailer
spaces are booked solid throughout
the summer in the trailer park at
Isla Blanca Park, with easily three-
fourths of that capacity utilized the
rest of the year. Complete trailer
facilities are available, with running
water, electricity and sewer connec-
tions. The Cameron County Park
Board is planning additional trailer
sites to meet the growing demand,
as mobile home travel increases in
popularity throughout the nation.

Summer and winter visitors who
prefer the more simple accommoda-
tions for beach vacationing enjoy
the overnight shelters of Isla Blanca
Park. With no glamor attempted,
these facilities are the next step
above camping out. The shelters
contain bunk beds for four people

It's hard to get a surf-eit of this kind
of fun! If Rover's smart, he'll join 'em!

4
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Summer scene at Andy Bowie Park, a favorite spot with South Texans Last Fourth of July, the
number of cars that crossed the causeway to South Padre Island was counted at almost 3,000.

(with additional cots available), elec-
tric hot plates and a cold-water
shower. Tenants use the central bath
house facilities of the trailer park.
As nearly primitive as they are,
however, the 17 overnight shelters
are filled throughout the summer
season.

Equally popular are the 32 open
cabanas in Isla Blanca Park. Front-
ing on the Gulf of Mexico, the
cabanas are daytime rental facili-
ties, available until 10 p.m. for loung-
ing, loafing, showering, barbecuing,
and as a place to call home base
during a day's outing at the beach.

Visitors who simply want a place
to spread out their picnic lunch in
the shade enjoy the picnic pavilion
and the patio at the bath house, both
just a short walk over the sand dunes

4

Blissfully absorbed, with wet sand cushion-
ing their feet, these two find sheer fasci-
nation in a bucket's contents. They're safe
in traffic-free, well-guarded Isla Blanca.
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to the broad expanse of open beach
in Isla Blanca Park. There, also, are
picnic tables, set up under colorful
sunshades.

Is it a vacationer's paradise? Per-
haps so and perhaps not, for so
varied are the needs and tastes of
our nation's meandering pleasure-
seekers that one man's cup of orange
pekoe might well be another's hem-
lock. But the Cameron County Parks
on South Padre Island are con-
stantly instituting changes and plan-
ning new facilities to reach that
happy state somewhere on the pekoe
side, at least.

Itinerant beachgoers raised the
forensic roof a few years ago when
automobile traffic was closed off on
the beach in Isla Blanca Park. The
action cut off the cavalier joys of
blasting the family lizzie through the
sand to spend a day's outing living
out of the car and leaving the litter
for the sand crabs, seagulls and waft-
ing breezes. But what was also ac-
complished was the making of prob-
ably the safest public beach on the
Texas Gulf Coast. Parents can feel
content to let the kids run and play
through the sands and surf of Isla
Blanca Park with their own child-
hood abandon. The surf and sand-
goers are constantly under the pro-
tective eye of well-trained lifeguards,
watching from high above the throng
in candy-striped guard towers. The
safety record in Isla Blanca Park is
impeccable.

The park's roster of public facili-
ties is impressive already, but it con-

tinues to grow.

Now under construction in Isla
Blanca Park is the initial phase of
a long-range development program.

Construction on a marina and boatel
near the foot of the causeway bridge
in Isla Blanca Park was begun re-

cently by a development firm. The

primary construction phase will es-

tablish a marina with 30 boat slips
and complete boat-handling facili-

ties, providing immediate access to
the adjacent deep waters of the
Gulf of Mexico, or a quick outboard

run to the favorite bay-fishing
haunts of the Laguna Madre. The

firm envisions ultimately as many

as 400 boat slips for the marina in-
stallation.

The firm holds option on addition-

al park land for the construction of
a marineland exhibit, to be built
across the street from the marina
and boatel. It also plans to build
an oceanographic research labora-
tory, from which extensive research
and exploratory operations into the
Gulf of Mexico can be launched.

All this in Isla Blanca Park.
But there is a second Cameron

County park.
Five miles up South Padre Island

from all this activity is Andy Bowie
Park, named for a former county
commissioner. Until this year it was
undeveloped, open beach. Now
Andy Bowie Park has sprouted a
fishing pier that extends 500 feet
into the Gulf of Mexico at one of
the most choice fishing spots on the
lower Gulf coast. Another private
enterprise venture operating under
lease from the Cameron County
Park System, the fishing pier con-
tains a 200-foot T-head on the end,
in water 18 to 20 feet deep. At that
point the ocean bottom drops abrupt-
ly, providing deep-sea fishing the
easy way-without sea sickness. At
the entrance to the pier is a con-
cession and bait stand, built out over
the water, where the general beach-
going public as well as the pier fish-
ing clientele can have sandwiches
and what-have-you while enjoying

the splendid vista of the waves roll-

The beach at Isla Blanca Park is not only
lovely but one of the safest on the Texas
Gulf Coast, due to well-trained lifeguards
and its being off-limits for automobiles.

ing in below, with the unbroken
and seemingly endless sweep of
Padre Island stretched out beyond.

The fishing pier is the first in-
stallation in the planned overall de-
velopment of Andy Bowie Park. En-
visioned for the very near future is

a complete tent and overnight trailer
campground to be laid out with all

proper facilities just across the sand
dunes from the rolling Gulf of Mex-

• Continued on Page 24

South Padre is an enchanted island in the moonlight, alluring to the romantic and a treas-
ure trove of shells and driftwood. The whispering waves bring echoes of the historic past.
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EACH SPRING when the last
flocks of ducks and geese wing

their way north to the breeding
grounds, the Texas sportsman bids
waterfowl farewell until the next
fall when cold fronts again push the
northern migrants to warmer cli-
mates. Few sportsmen realize, how-
ever, that the eastern half of Texas
supports a rather large nesting pop-
ulation of one of the most beautiful
and most interesting of North
American waterfowl, the elegant
little wood duck.

The wood duck, also known as
squealer, swamp duck or woodie, is
typically a bird of wooded lakes and
river bottoms. It seldom frequents
open coastal marshes and never is
seen in salt water, preferring the
quiet, slow moving water of densely
wooded water courses.

The wood duck is the aerobatic
ace of the waterfowl world. Nature
has provided it with a large square
tail that enables it to navigate
through its thick timber habitat at
full speed, twisting and turning to
avoid the branches and tree trunks
in its flight path.

The little woodie is indisputably
the most vividly colored of North
American waterfowl. Only the state-
ly peacock and the ring-necked

pheasant rival the male wood duck
in an array of iridescent colors. One
noted waterfowl author perfectly
described the wood duck when he

called it the Beau Brummell of the
waterfowl world.

The duck is almost beyond de-
tailed description since its body is a

patchwork of brilliant colors and
shades including greens, blues, reds,
browns and magenta. Its distinctly
separate color areas look somewhat
like the designs of an Indian chief-
tain's war paint.

The wood duck belongs to the sub-
family of river and pond ducks but
is unique in that it does not nest on
the ground as do the other birds in
this group, but rather, habitually
nests in cavities of standing trees.
Deserted woodpecker holes and nat-
ural cavities resulting from decay
are preferred nesting sites. Nesting
cavities as high as 50 feet from the
ground have been observed. The
nesting trees may be standing wa-
ter or be a considerable distance
from it.

Each spring, after the courtship
activities have ended, pairs of wood-
ies may be seen flying through the
timber looking for nesting sites.
When the female finds a suitable
cavity, she makes a nest out of wvhat-
ever material is present in the cavity

plus a quantity of down from her
breast. The entrance to the nesting
cavity need be only large enough
for the female to squeeze through.
Small entrance holes seem to be
better than large ones because small
ones lessen the chance of predators'
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finding and destroying the nest and
the setting hen.

On the average, 12 eggs are laid in
the cavity. After the last egg has
been laid, an incubation period of
from 28 to 31 days begins. The male
does not share incubation duty with
his mate. During the incubation pe-
riod the female leaves the nest twice

daily, once in the morning and once
in the evening for short periods of
feeding and preening.

Generally within 24 hours after
the eggs hatch, the ducklings emerge
from the cavity. The ducklings, aided

by sharp nails on their bills and
claws on their webbed feet, climb
the vertical wall of the nest cavity
to the entrance hole, bail out and
tumble to the ground, suffering no
apparent damage from the long fall.

After all the ducklings have
dropped from the nest, the female
leads the brood to an area of suit-
able food and water conditions
where the young ducks develop
rapidly. The young remain with the
female until well after they can fly.

The history of the wood duck is

a prime example of what can be ac-

complished through proper wildlife
management techniques. The wood
duck has been persecuted since the
white man arrived on the North
American scene. Navigation projects
through wooded timber bottoms,
drainage of woodland lakes and cut-

• Continued on Page 27
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Brave, white-edged tail in the wind, Rocky peers wonderingly out at
the world from this new haven, a couple of hours after his capture.

T

rJ

I HAD STARTED my stalk fromthe road, about 150 feet back.
Now, I was so close I couldn't even

focus to make a picture.
Decisions. I could either back up

a little and shoot or put down my

camera and try to catch the little

fellow.
To explain rny predicament. it

started like this. I was on a picture-

making assignment for my news-

papers. Having been in that part of
the country before, I knew lunch was

hard to come by so I had a sandwich
with me. While eating, under a huge
oak on a small stream that ran into

the Guadalupe River, I happened to
look along a rocky ledge that rose
maybe 30 feet above the stream bed.

There sat my trouble-a baby rock
squirrel.

Having no idea I would be able
to approach anything like close
enough, I grabbed my Canon camera

with a 135mm lens that only focuses

down to five feet. The problem was

academic. I could either back up a
foot or two and shoot or I could lay

down my weapon and try for the

remaining three and a half or four
feet.

Valor won out over discretion so

I placed the Canon on a flat rock,
crossed my fingers and inched for-
ward. I made it to within two feet

of the squirrel and was getting set

10

to grab when the little rascal de-
cided it was time to leave.

Ile darted under the rock he had
been sitting on. It was a flat rock
with only a shallow hollow under-
neath. Except for the possibility of

a bitten finger, it wasn't much of a

problem. I could reach him easily,
but instead of trying to pick him up,
I scratched his head, behind his ears
and the sides of his neck. Gradually
I worked my hand under him by

scratching his sides and all of a sud-

den "Rocky" was sitting on my palm.

That's all there was to it.
Rocky's kind live in Central and

West Texas and are nearly always
found around rocky cliffs, canyon
walls, piles of boulders and even in
the rock fills that make up some
highways.

Obviously, he was a very young
animal since he had been so easy
to catch. I searched that bluff for
nearly an hour looking for a den but
found nothing that appeared to have
been his home. There was no sign
of any other squirrels, either.

Carrot untouched, Rocky was found sound asleep, curled in a corner of an empty snake cage.

-- -
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Adult animals average 18-19 inches
in length, including the moderately
bushy tail which accounts for about
nine inches. Basically, they have a
black head and shoulders, and the
body turns grizzled from the chest
back. The tail is the same grizzled
color, edged with white. Under parts
are either buffy white or pinkish buff,
according to The Manmnals of Texas,
by William B. Davis. Rocky is gray
underneath. Mature animals weigh
approximately 1% to 1%4 pounds. I
don't know what Rocky weighs, but
it isn't much.

I put him in an empty flash bulb
carton with a small container of
water and an apple core. When I
arrived home, several hours later, I
found he had apparently nibbled on
the apple core. Three small nicks
were in the once smooth edges.

Because of my wildlife hobby-
snakes-I had an empty cage. I put
Rocky in it for the night. I gave him
a carrot to see if he would eat.

According to The Manmnals of
Texas, rock squirrels feed on acorns,
pine nuts, walnuts, seeds of mes-

quite, cactus, saltbush, agave, wild
gourd, cherries, sumac, spurge, serv-
iceberry, currant and juniper berries
and all sorts of cultivated fruits and
vegetables. Insects also contribute to
their diet, especially grasshoppers,
crickets and caterpillars. They are
fond of flesh and are known to catch
and eat small wild turkeys and other
birds.

The next morning I found Rocky
curled up in a corner between the
cage's glass front and rock, sound
asleep. He hadn't touched the carrot.

Some friends, the Richard 'Moores,
are very interested in animals so I
gave them the little squirrel. The first
day they gave him fruits and nuts.
He nibbled on two or three grapes.
The next day it was obvious he
wasn't doing well so they tried to
feed him with a tiny bottle with a
nipple. They squirted milk in his
mouth every two hours, for one
whole day, letting him lick the nipple
when he would. The next morning,
when Mrs.. Moore tried to squirt
breakfast down his throat, Rocky
took matters into his own hand,
literally, and went to work on tLa0
nipple.

He soon graduated to getting millk

r
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Rocky poses to show he looks just like the big fellows, black on the head and shoulders, and a
grizzled effect on the rest of him. Rock squirrels' coloring does not change with adulthood.

every four hours, and his powerful
smacking could be heard several feet
away. He also started eating meat
from orange quarters.

He gradually became more inde-
pendent and took milk less frequent-
ly. He became more interested in
sunflower seeds, corn and fruit than
his liquid diet.

One morning, after he had been
taking his bottle about two weeks,
he pushed it away as Mrs. Moore

tried to give him breakfast.
She tried again. He refused again.
An hour or so later she offered his

bottle for the third time that day.
He pushed it away and picked up a
sunflower seed.

Rocky was all finished with being
a baby.

Mrs. Moore summed it up with a

simple statement, "It's kind of sad
when they don't need you anymore."

**

Rocky loudly enjoys his
milk, every four hours.
Mrs. Richard Moore, his
new mother, is holding
the bottle. He also eats
oranges, at this stage.
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TO KILL a mockingbird, or a fish,
always seems to require more

than the usual explanation. There
always are several persons who can't

understand why and want to run to

the nearest Society for the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals headquar-
ters and lodge a complaint.

Many of these do-gooders were on

hand at Loy Lake, a mile west of the
southwest edge of Denison in Gray-

son County when crews of the Texas
Game & Fish Commission (now

A

Fish

in

Every

Pan

killing had been so long in coming.
Because of the varied reactions

received, this was an important kill.
There were the curious ones who
expected to turn up at the lake an
hour after the fish toxicant was first
dumped into the water and find the
surface covered with fish "like in
the pictures" they recalled.

But to Bonn and his crew, this
was deadly serious work of trying to
improve fishing in Texas. Why both-

er with a small lake of only 42 acres
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An angler wades into shallow water at Lake Loy, watched by another hopeful netter in a

passing boat. All are seeking food for the pan during the hours of the selective fish kill.

Parks and Wildlife Department)
started a fish kill program one windy

April morning.
As the day wore on, their voices

got lower and lower until by sun-

down, there wasn't a single one to

be heard. Even a skeptic could tell

by then that the state game com-

mission's aquatic biologist, Ed Bonn,

had scored a direct hit.

There weren't more than 30 to 40

black bass of keeper size taken from
the one-time red hot fishing spot.

A few crappie, a dozen catfish, and

the rest mostly rough fish made up

the bag.
Instead of complaining about

"senseless killing" of fish as many

had done at the start of the day,

most anglers by the end of the day
wondered why the program of fish

that lies fewer than 10 miles south

of the sprawling border impound-
ment, Texoma?

They were bothering because here

is a lake on which motor boats are

banned, where small boys with their

elderly grandpops in tow, can wet a

hook and catch a fish from one of

the several piers that jut out into

the lake, or from the bank, or even

from a row boat.
The fish kill was the second and

most spectacular of four steps set up

by Bonn to restore fishing to this

lake. To Bonn and his men, it is a

familiar pattern, one they have done

over and over on lakes many times

the size of Loy Lake, and perhaps on

lakes even smaller.
The first step was the lotus kill

and the next step will be the moss

TEXAS GAME AND FISH
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kill, with the program to be climaxed
by the re-stocking. For this, a regu-
lar, prescribed format will be fol-
lowed. Black bass, based on 200 fry

per acre, will be put into the lake,
meaning 10,000 in number. The 50
channel cat fingerlings per acre will
add 2,500 channels.

The bass and channels will come
from the state hatchery in Lewis-
ville. Finally, redear will be added,
coming from brood stock at the near-
by Sherman club lake, Bonn said.

for that day only. By 10 a.m., one
hour after the first of 120 gallons of
fish toxicant was distributed to lull
the fish to the surface, 119 outboard
boats were counted, racing across
the small surface of the lake.

The peak crowd was estimated at
2,500, with a total of more than 4,000
on hand during the day. The fish-
hungry crowd waded out from the
shore in the 50-degree water, some
up to their armpits just to scoop up
gasping fish with long handled nets.

the fish, getting them as fast as they
popped to the surface."

In fact, at least one angler didn't
wait until they surfaced. He donned
diving equipment and took the big-
gest black weighed in as well as a
28-pound carp from the bottom.
However, the diver, Shorty Hazel-

wood, admitted he got a gaff for fu-
ture trips after grappling that capri-
cious carp to the surface.

Some anglers had waders; others
showed up in tennis shoes and swim-
ming shorts. Some were in boats;
some were bank walkers. But they
all had in common a long handled
net and a hunger for fish.

The kill took its toll of golden
shiners, carp, channel cats, two kinds
of bullhead cats, black bass, crappie,
redear, warmouth, green sunfish,
bluegill, mosquito fish, minnows and

topwater minnows.
Thus, once more the scientific skill

displayed by the biologists of the
Texas Game & Fish Commission
scored an important breakthrough,
by showing the public that the pro-
gram can only improve fishing in
the lake. The program showed that
the lake had become top-heavy with
rough fish to the extent that most

game fish were gone. It was a dra-
matic gesture, albeit a familar one
to the state game and fish employees.

GC

Ronald Dodson of Altoona, Pa., stationed at Perrin AFB, has just scooped up a big black.

"If the results are the same here
that we got at Bonham State Park,
by next spring fishing should be ex-
cellent once again," Bonn said. "But
for this to come true, there really
should be no fishing on the lake un-
til then. But Grayson County has no
regulatory responsibility so it will be
up to the individual fisherman to
make this come true."

Bonn was assisted during the long
day by technicians Don Miller and
Bill Follis, plus field assistants Don
Pace, Lee Mathis and Joe Bassett,
and from time to time game warden
Sammie Brown was on hand.

For the only time in the lake's his-
tory, it was opened to motor boats,

There wasn't another fish net to
be found in the county stores, and
some persons showed up after driv-
ing as far away as Durant or Mc-
Kinney to get a net.

Biggest black bass weighed in was
six pounds, one ounce, although
some were "guestimated" to be eight
pounds or larger. Biggest carp
weighed was 42 pounds. There were
possibly a half dozen more 19 to
25-pounders. The largest crappie
pushed one and one-half pounds and
the biggest catfish was 18 pounds.

Bonn said the recovery of fish by
the huge crowd was "the greatest
I've ever seen on one of these pro-
grams. They really cleaned up on

/C

Skin diver Shorty Hazelwood gets an assist from
his boatman, Hubert Meeks, on a 28-pound
carp as he holds up a six-pound black bass.
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AWL

by HART STILWELL

Boy and Freckles manage to get a few nutria to their credit although
they are not bred to cope with all the tricks a nootie has to offer.

A NEW SPORT is developing
along the Gulf Coast-hunting

nutria with dogs.
Among the results may be the de-

velopment of a new breed of dog,
"tailored" specifically for nutria hunt-
ing, and the turning of the tide
against this odd oversize "swamp
rat" from Argentina that is still dam-
aging the marshes and crops, par-
ticularly rice.

I've been out several times recent-
ly on nutria hunts with dogs. It's an
odd sport. The action is almost con-
tinuous, in sharp contrast to other
kinds of dog hunting, and the sport
is far bloodier and more dangerous
than a person would think.

Those huge, bright orange incisors
of the nutria are as lethal as the fangs
of a cobra. He always reaches for a
dog's throat, trying to "lance" it, as
marsh men say. It is said that nutria
have killed more dogs in 10 years
than mountain lions have killed since
the Paleface showed up.

Dogs have no tradition of fighting
them-they underestimate the danger

of those incisors. So the saying in
the marshes is that a good nutria
dog is one that's still alive.

The idea of hunting them with
dogs came as a result of "defection"
of many retrievers that started killing
nutria and just kept on, maybe going

wild-maybe winding up killing
calves in late spring when the nutria
went underground.

Joe Lagow, who handles the hunt-

i-

Two of Joe's dogs went wild in
their strange drive to keep killing
nutria. Joe said he watched one of
these dogs kill 30 nutria in a day.

t

Strong swimmers, Boy and Freckles can keep pace with the nootie in water, but doing
so in burrow battling or open combat is a different story for the two fighting canines.

ing on the big Barrow Ranch near

Anahuac, said so many retrievers

have turned blood-lust nutria killers

and gone wild that many hunters
won't take their retrievers into the

marsh any more.

"It's a strange sort of hatred," Joe
said. "They'll go right past a muskrat
and pay no attention to get to a
nutria."

I watched a couple of pro dogs
and a couple of amateurs at work on

TEXAS GAME AND FISH
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nutria. The pros are Queenie and
Blackie, owned by Pewee Thomas,
who works on a rice farm near the
Barrow Ranch. Queenie and Blackie
earn their keep by killing nutria, so
they can be considered pros.

Since Queenie is gun-shy and will
quit hunting if a gun is fired, the
dogs have to do their own killing.
They wade right in and get the job
done, although Blackie, only nine
months old, got a couple of lancings
around the head as souvenirs.

These dogs are part black-and-tan
hound and evidently part beagle or
maybe terrier, judging by their puny
size-around 25 pounds. On our trip
out they spotted 18 nutria and killed
11. Some they lost because they are
not strong enough swimmers to stay
with nutria in the drain ditches; some
they lost because they are so small
they got whipped when they went
into a burrow after a nutria.

Obviously a bigger dog is needed
when it comes to battling nutria in
their own element-water.

I went out with two bigger dogs,
Boy and Freckles, owned by Brownie

/
(At

Although Blackie and

Queenie are spunky

fighters, they lack

some qualities needed

in good nutria dogs.

.V
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quail, swimming strongly, staying
with the nutria.

But, when the "nootie," as trappers
call him, went into his burrow, these

V
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Eagerly standing by, Blackie gets a little help in waging man-size water rat warfare.

Mitchell of Texas City. These dogs
are half Walker hound and, accord-
ing to Mitchell, part beagle. Ob-
viously there is something else, judg-
ing by the long hair. They are almost
twice as big as Queenie and Blackie,
and they hunted with all the savvy

and finesse of a fine bird dog on

dogs were too big to follow. Boy
would eventually enlarge the open-
ing and get it, if you wanted to sit
and wait an hour. Digging that clay
is rugged.

We bagged eight nutria that day.
When Boy and Freckles cornered a
nutria in the open, they showed that

- 'r'g 4' t

T P

4'

Y t *

they were not experienced in killing
the creatures. They just kept worry-
ing it, nipping from behind and
jumping away. Still Boy managed to
accumulate a couple of small lance
wounds. Ordinarily Brownie Mitchell
does the killing-with a gun.

There is a possibility that a mutt
called Yellow that showed up at the
Sheldon Reservoir near Houston may
sire a line of first-rate nutria dogs. At
least Yellow is a first-rate one him-
self. He's been somewhat adopted
by Ed Beasley and Ray Bell of the
Sheldon Reservoir lab staff, and they
are using him in nutria control
studies.

Yellow is part dachshund-and it's
a cinch the ideal nootie dog is going
to have some dachshund in him,
along with some genes from hunting
strains used to working in the water

-maybe a retriever and then some

beagle hound added for purposes of
size.

Yellow has short legs, long snout,
and the big but elongated body of
the dachshund. The dachshund was
developed to fight badgers. The legs
were shortened so he could go into
burrows and the body elongated for
the same reason. The snout was

lengthened so that the badger xxwould

have more trouble getting at the

dog's throat.

• Continued on Page 30
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FTER you have shot your deer
approach it from the rear care-

fully, making sure it is dead. Tag
the deer immediately, before your
hands get bloody. Start field-dressing
the deer at once with a good, strong-
bladed knife. There is no need to
the throat to bleed the deer because
in the process of field-dressing, it will

bleed out better and faster.
The following procedure has been

used for many years by hunters
field-dressing a deer:

Prop the deer on its back using

For safety, use knife with at least a four-
inch blade, guard and large handle. Prop
deer on rocks, head up hill, if possible.
If animal is a buck, remove the sex organs.
If it is a doe, remove the bag.

erw[fat it v K1

cut by GROVER SIMPSON
vise Game Warden

in,
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Begin cutting between legs; do not cut deep
enough to reach intestines. Cut up middle,
through breast bone and all the way to jaw,
unless head is to be mounted. If it is to
be mounted, cut only to a point (A in illus-
tration) just below top of animal's brisket.

Remove windpipe quickly because it will taint
meat. Reach into throat cut (point depending
on whether specimen to be mounted) and pull
out windpipe, by jerking toward tail; intes-
tines will come free to the middle section.

two large rocks or logs under the
shoulders and two under the hips.

If your deer is a buck, remove the
sex organs with a sharp knife.

Starting between the hind legs, cut
all the way down to the pelvic bone.
Then turn your knife blade up, and
using your other hand to hold the
skin and meat away from the en-
trails, cut up through the breast-
bone (brisket), and on up the neck
as far as possible. Be sure you use a
strong large-handled knife to cut
through the breastbone, because a

small knife will hit the rib cage and
turn sideways in your hand.

Cut the windpipe in two as far
up the neck as possible. Lay your
knife down. Grasp the windpipe with
both hands and pull hard, down-
ward. The insides will come out all

<J
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the way down to the mid-section.
Now remove the stones from un-

der the deer and roll the carcass on
the side. Cut the thin layer of meat
that is holding the entrails to the
ribs, all the way down to the back-
bone. Then turn the deer over and

do the same on the other side.
Lay your knife down again, and,

using both hands, get a firm grip
on the entrails and pull down, hard.
All the entrails will come out of the
deer.

Lift the deer up by the hind legs
and lay a large rock under the rump.
This will spread the back legs open.
Place your knife against the middle

of the pelvis to locate the seam
where the bones grow together, and
press down, hard. You may need to
hit your knife with a rock, to cut
through the bone. Then you can
finish cleaning out the deer.

If a tree is handy and you have a
rope, hang the deer up by the head
or antlers for about 20 minutes. This
will allow the loose blood to drain
out of the body cavity. If no tree is
handy, turn the deer upside down in
a clean place and let it drain.

You can begin skinning while the
deer is draining. (If specimen is to

be mounted hang deer by hind legs
for skinning.) The skin comes off
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Move rocks and turn deer on its side. Slide
knife into midsection (see dotted line) and
slice through, freeing intestines held by mem-
brane at that point. Roll deer on other side
and repeat. Then grip intestines and pull out.

2)
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most easly whilethehdeerisdstil

warm, so it should be skinned within thfrnlesU
two hours. To remove the skin, cutthsknofte
it down the inside of each leg to thesknsiktih
middle of the deer. Now cut the skinpuldwon
all the way around the neck, as closecoefe.

Now prop deer as before, putting large rock
or log under its rump. Feel for seam of
pelvis and cut through. Hammer knife with
rock, if necessary. Now clean out the cavity.

Hang deer by head for about 20 minutes to
drain blood. Or, turn upside down in a clean
place. Now began skinning. If specimen is to
be mounted, hang deer by hind legs to skin.
Cut skin on inside of legs to middle (see il-
lustration). Cut skin around the throat (or
if to be mounted, cut around shoulders). Pull
down and use knife to free tight places, skin-
ning the deer from the neck down to tail.

l s in shade. Hang by hind
lsto ung by antlers, the blood
still in veins would collect in hams and
spoil meat. Cover carcass with a sheet or
cheesecloth and hang for five or six hours.

V9

When, ican be cut in half or quarters, wrapped and taken home. Keep hide,
head, antlers, legs and tag until the meat is placed in your freezer or commercial locker.

the head as possible. Grasp the
skin with bothhands at the back of
the head and pull down hard. Usu-
ally the skin will come off down to
the front legs. Use your knife to work
the skin off the legs and where the
skin sticks tightly to the meat. Then
pull down on the skin and it will
come free.

Take your deer back to camp.
Hang it in a tree by the hind legs
for four to five hours. This will allow
all the tiny blood vessels to drain
back and out toward the heart. Wrap
the deer in a sheet or cheese cloth.

Let your deer hang by the hind
legs until it cools off. Then cut it
up as you wish. **
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by RICHARD STURDIVANT

Nght

T HERE was Clyde and there was
the coon, both of them at least

20 feet high and not a tree limb
within 30 feet in any direction. But
you could always count on Clyde to

do things in an unusual manner, for

you see, Clyde was one of those "ex-

perts" on any subject that happened
to be mentioned. If you don't be-
lieve it, just ask him a question about

the first thing that enters your mind
and then see if I'm not telling the
truth.

It all started last fall when Larry

kept telling me what fun coon hunt-
ing was. I had never been on a real

coon hunt so I asked him to call me
the next time they went. I didn't ask
Larry who was going with us, but
when I got to his house, I met his

brother-in-law and a guest. But I
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knew his guest; it was Clyde. Now
I have known Clyde for years, and
I have never been with him but that
something unusual happened. Larry
had never met him before so I didn't
say a thing because I, too, was a
guest on this hunt. Besides I knew
that sooner or later things were go-
ing to get out of hand in the usual
Clyde fashion.

Larry and his brother-in-law un-
tied the hounds and put them in the
trunk of the old Dodge, explaining
that usually they let the dogs ride in
the car with them but tonight Clyde
and I could have the back seat and
the dogs would get second best. It
was a cold night and the windows
were all up when we started out,
but within a few blocks of home the
back windows were rolled down,
despite the cold. At first it was a
question of cold or fresh air but if
you have ever ridden in the rear seat
of a coon hunter's car you wouldn't
wonder which course we took. It is
strange-the sacrifices a novice will
make to go on a new adventure of
any sort.

The first good clean breath we
took was an hour later when the old
Dodge pulled up beside a wooded
creek bank and we and the dogs got
out into a whole world of new
smells. Immediately the dogs took
off on a dead run through the scrub
cedar and post oak, apparently
headed for the next county. In all
of the previous conversations, I had
been led to believe that the dogs
ran after the coon while the hunters
uncorked a jug and swapped lies
about something else. Here again I
found out how wrong I was. As the
dogs' baying grew fainter in the dis-
tance, we tried our best to catch up
with them, but how fast can you run
in ankle-deep sand with bare

branches reaching out for you at
every step? The darkness was like
a blanket, covering every obstacle
until you stepped on it and fell un-
der the feet of the one behind you.
Often all four of us were in one big
pile, groping for the solitary flash-
light.

Finally the dogs' baying seemed
to stand still and they joined in on
a different overture. The coon was
treed, still a mile away, but treed
nonetheless. By the time that we got
there we were panting so loudly that
we couldn't hear the dogs above our
own noise. Larry and the brother-in-
law sat down to do a little figuring
and so Clyde and I took advantage
of the chance to sit a while, too.
Since we had stopped, Larry said
that we could now light our carbide
headlights for the end of the hunt.
Each would need a light when we
chopped down the tree and the coon
came running out. The dogs were
tied to a neighboring tree while they
surveyed the situation. The tree was
only a dead stump with a few
branches reaching into neighboring
tree limbs; the top of the stump was
hollow as if it had been hit by
lightning and had had the inside all
blown out. Clyde's curiosity got the
best of him, and he decided that
instead of chopping the tree down,
he would climb the stump and bring
the coon down with him. At any
rate, he wanted to see the coon in
its den first.

Clyde assured us that climbing an
old dead tree trunk would be no
trouble to a mountain climber as he
gave the rough trunk a bear hug
and started screwchin' up like an
overgrown inchworm. The dry bark
fell in piles behind him while we
cheered him on to the first dead
limb. From there on it was easy

enough with footholds and hand-
holds everywhere. Clyde was carry-
ing on an endless conversation about
his abilities as he reached the top
of the trunk and looked in. Sure

enough, there in the tree was the
darnedest coon that Clyde had ever
seen, and I'll bet the last dollar in
my pocket that he had seen all of
three of them in his life and two
of those were in zoos. Anyhow he
let out a war whoop and reached
down for the critter, only to find
that the coon was deeper in the

stump than he had thought. But no
coon was going to get the best of
Clyde.

"I'll pour a little carbide in the
hole and then pour a little water
out of my canteen on top of it and
the acetylene gas formed will drive
him out," said Clyde as he acted
accordingly. The results were nil, so
he tried it again with more carbide
and more water. Still nothing hap-
pened. Clyde leaned over to look
in, forgetting his headlight was an
open flame. What happened to the
last 10 feet of the tree, no one will
ever know, but there was the coon
and there was Clyde, up in the air
with nothing around them and noth-
ing under them but a blinding ball
of light from the explosion of the
gas. Where the coon went, I don't
know, for he hit the ground on a
dead run while Clyde just hit the
ground, period.

Fortunately, there was no per-
manent damage to Clyde-just a few
broken ribs and some scorched eve-
balls and a terribly hurt pride.

Last week I met a man who was
telling me about an explosives ex-
pert who could blast some stumps
from my lake lot, but when he said
that the man's name was Clyde, I
decided to leave the stumps alone.
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Art by C. V. Shaw

THE HOT summer sun kept the
shallow water along the lake's

edge just right for tea bags. But as

we waded out, the temperature
cooled rapidly. At waist deep it was
fishing cold, and the bream already
were darting about in a safe-distance

circle.

It seemed odd that Tony would
advise me to wear a pair of swim-

ming trunks and bring along wading

shoes. Fishing from a boat had al-
ways been the procedure. Now, I

could see the need for the change.

Every so often when the blistering
heat penetrated deep to my bones,
I simply dropped into the water
for a spell. The fish paid little atten-
tion to this intrusion; they kept snap-
ping up the little popper at the end
of my line each time it floated gent-
ly into the rippled water.

"Fly fishing!" I criticized. "What'll
the gang back home say when they

hear about this?"
It turned out to be a day for sur-

prises. Tony Meeks, the fishing part-
ner, did everything but stand on

his head and click his heels together
each time he brought in a sunfish.

In fact, the only spectacular thing
about the scene was Tony's reactions
to the are in the long stick he was
using and the small but visible
splashing commotion produced by
small but angry fish hooked securely
on a popping bug.

Now, Tony is quite popular as a
bass fisherman. He set the pace
around the Highland Lakes for a

couple of years. One year he out-

fished and brought in more big bass
than any fisherman in the club. Ev-

eryone was watching him to see

where he fished, how he fished and
what he was using for bait.

Because of his new interest in fly

fishing he would be laughed at by
some die-hards who are always seek-
ing publicity and recognition. But-

he didn't care. Tony was out for a

good time, and pleasing himself was
all that counted. As I stood there
with the water lapping at my sides,
my camera was recording a man
having fun-fun with a fly rod.

What makes a fisherman who
ranks with the top "big bass" fisher-
men turn to catching bream on the
buggy whip rig? Tony expressed it
in one of his uncontrolled cries of

joy, "Whoopie! Look at that stick
bend! This is as much fun as catch-
ing those seven-pound bass a couple
of years back!"

IIaving a relaxing good time is
what counts, whether it's perch on
poppers or specks on spoons.

The reason for my going along

on the trip was so I could get an

idea what it's like to fly fish, Texas
style.

Actually, the handling of the rod
and reel here differs very little from

the techniques used in other states.
The type of water we have is the

big difference. Whereas fishermen
in the cold-water states wade the

clear, shallow streams for trout, Tex-

as fishermen usually cast from a

boat, or wade the shoreline of the

big lakes. The types of flies and pop-
pers used in Texas differ from those

used in other states in that they look

more like the insects common around

our lakes and streams. Because most

of these waters are not as clear as

most in fly fishing states the poppers
usually are larger. This means that

the line used should be a type which
handles larger flies and lures, such
as the level line or the shooting
tapered line.

Level lines are constant in diam-
eter from end to end and are best
for all-around fly fishing, especially
with wet flies. The shooting, tapered
lines are larger in diameter nearest

the leader end, enabling the fisher-

man to make longer casts and han-

dle the larger poppers, spinners and

spoons. Also, with the added weight
near the fly end, a person can lay

his bait right in the holes and under

the overhanging branches.

A rod with some good backbone
is best-one which will bend from
the reel to the tip. Tony was using a

quick-tapered rod, and he used it

well. But, for heavier plugs and flies,
a good 81/2-foot rod in the 5-6 ounce
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A few hours of fly costing in Texas waters produce a good string of
bream and sometimes a bragging-size bass is among the day's catches.

-

Tony Meeks, Austin bass fisherman and now fly casting enthusiast,
enjoys a cool and profitable stance on a hot day in Central Texas.

by CURTIS CARPENTER

class works best, according to most
authorities. The important thing to
remember when purchasing your
rod and reel is to get a well-balanced
rig. Many beginners abandon fly
fishing before they have given it a
good try, simply because their rods
and reels weren't balanced, or be-
cause the line and leader didn't
match the rest of the equipment.

It doesn't take long to catch on to
fishing with this light, limber equip-
ment. As with all other styles of fish-
ing, practice is the best instructor.
A number of books are now on the
market which will show you exactly
how to use a fly rig.

Meeks was a beginner. I wasn't
watching a polished fly fisherman.
"Who cares!" was his attitude. And
that's the way I felt. Before the day
was over, he had made a sale, and
I was the new customer. The prod-
uct was ideal for those steaming
summer days when nothing else is
biting.

Two great features of the fly rod
and reel stood out as I watched my
partner. He could put his popper
into a spot, work it a couple of
times, whip it back overhead in two
easy motions and set it right back in
the same spot without all the reeling
required with casting and spinning
tackle. The second feature, and per-
haps the most fascinating, was the
feel he got from fighting in a scrap-

ping, hand-sized bream.
Later in the day, Tony latched on

to a nice bass and really whooped
it up as the fighting fish turned danc-
er and bounced halfway in to the
fisherman on its tail. He also hooked
a pan-sized channel cat in the tail.
This produced an unusual scene and
some new noises from the fisher-
man.

I noted several features when us-
ing this equipment, which would
restrict the areas in which it could
be used. A fly fisherman needs more
open water because of the circling-
line action. He, especially a begin-
ner, could not fish easily where the
trees hang low over the water. Also,
a good strong wind makes working
light bugs and flies quite difficult for
the novice.

If you get an urge to try this ex-
citing light-tackle fishing, before you
purchase a rod, reel, line and leader,
read up on the subject. Most li-
braries have many books* on fly
fishing. Then, go to the tackle store
and try a few outfits until you get
one that seems to feel the best. An
eight and one-half or nine-foot rod
weighing five ounces or more works
best with beginners. The reel should
be just heavy enough to balance the
rod when held at the grip.

The buggy whip is more versatile
than most fishermen believe. Many
who have tried it are convinced.

Any lake where a fisherman can find
casting room is a perfect lake for
zig-zagging the fly line. Of course,
an extremely tree-infested slough is
no place to use the equipment. One
reason is because the fly line, in its
whipping action, is likely to entangle
the twigs. Another reason is that if
you tie into a shoulder-jerker, it'll
wrap up 10 yards of expensive fly
line on the underwater limbs before
you can get control of the line.

By drifting in a boat along a moss
bank or bushed-up shoreline and
sailing the bug right up next to the
shadows, a fisherman can encounter
all kinds of piscatorial action. Or-if
you are fortunate enough to get into
a stretch of clear stream water, watch
out! This state is full of excellent fly-
fishing water. In some instances you
can actually get into areas where
you can fish, As with hunting-this is
a landowner's choice, unless you go
upstream by boat, and get out and
wade where the water and bottom
are right. Most rivers in the state
can be fished with a fly in one area
or another.

Even stock tanks and ranch lakes
are designed for the whip-stick en-

*Several books have been written on the subject
of fly fishing. If you are interested in learning how
to use the equipment and the tackle, a couple
of good books are The Complete Illustrated Guide
to Casting, by Joe Brooks, and The Trout Fisher-
man's Bible, by Dan Holland, both published by
Doubleday and Company, Inc., Garden City,
N.Y.-Editor.

" Continued on Page 25
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Everyone is busy during this kid fishing rodeo held on a private lake near Wichita Falls

Hot Dogs and Sunf S
by FRANK ETH EREDGE and JAMES DOWELL

I and E Officer, Waco

IT SEEMED to rain boys and girls.
From all over the Wichita Falls

area they came to the Kid Fishing
Rodeo last June. Sponsored by the
Northwest Texas Field and Stream
Association, it was held on the Louis
Sikes Lake near Wichita Falls.

Mothers, fathers, sponsors, chap-

erones, kin and servants hauled them
to the fun day. They came by bus,
by cars, by scooters, on bicycles and

on foot. Sheppard Air Force pro-
vided two buses. The Boys' Club of
Wichita Falls, the Northside Girls'
Club, Y.M.C.A., Sheppard Air Force
Base, Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts
were all well represented.

There is no way to indicate ac-
curately how many boys and girls
actually fished, but here are statis-
tics, which provide some indication.

The 10,000 earthworms hardly lasted
until everyone got started so the

Field and Stream Committee pur-

chased additional worms. One thou-
sand fishing canes were prepared in

advance with line, hook, sinker and
cork. These were untangled and
handed out again as soon as they

were abandoned or returned. It was

impossible to keep an accurate count

Game Warden, Wichita Falls

on how many times each piece of
fishing gear was reused, but a con-

servative estimate would be that

about 1,300 children participated in

the rodeo.,
The club provided 2,500 buns and

"fixings" for hot dogs, and they were
all used. The ice cream desserts
amounted to about the same figure
and disappeared like dew drops in
a West Texas sand storm. The coun-
ter on the cold drink machine ran
up to 2,900. The cleanup crew found
a dump truck load of used contain-

ers and napkins.
The spirit of cooperation for the

rodeo could hardly be excelled. A
crew of trusties from the county jail
picked up the trash, used containers
and napkins and did a splendid job
of restoring order to a well-used
piece of property.

The local health unit provided an
ambulance and administered first aid
along with the "Calamity Janes, a
group of ladies affiliated with the
Fire Department and Rescue De-
partment. As far as could be deter-

mined, few accidents occurred. Al-
though they consisted primarily of
fish hooks in little fingers, two boys

TEXAS GAME AND FISH22

fell in the water with no serious ef-
fects. One boy managed to hook his
finger deep enough to require a trip
to town for surgery. Some calculated
that even this didn't ruin his day-
he had a ride in the big ambulance.

The Northwest Texas Field and
Stream Committee and, interested
adults were busy throughout the
rodeo answering questions, provid-
ing equipment and showing the par-
ticipants how to fish. The contest
was scheduled to start at 9 a.m., but
by 8:30 a.m. the banks of the lake
were lined with eager fishermen,
who babbled and bubbled: "How do
you keep this worm still long enough
to get him on a hook?" "Here, please
bait my hook, I can't." "This old
worm is really slippery, but I will
get him." "How do you fish?" "Where
can I get to catch a fish?"

"What did he do that for?" "That
little boy pushed me." "I want him
arrested." "See, see, that girl over

there, she got my place. I had to go
get some more worms and when I

got back there she was." "I was just

standing in line and he pushed me."
"I don't think that is right because

my mother told me to be good while
I was out here."

"How many hot dogs did you get?"

"I got 14 but if this lasts much longer
I think I can eat another one." "I

got only 11 hot dogs but I got six ice

creams. That man over there said he
was out of ice cream, but I bet he

has some more in that truck over

there.

And from everywhere, "I caught

a fish. What do I do now?" "Where

can I fish?" "I believe we have

caught them all." "They won't bite."

"Measure mine, ain't he a dandy?"

Bill Cave, a retired game warden,
was official measurer. Prizes were

given in several categories. A rod

and reel went to the girl who caught

the largest fish and another to the

boy who caught the largest fish.

Similar prizes went to the girl and

boy who caught the most fish. Other

prizes went to the girl and boy catch-

ing the smallest fish. Results indicate

that the girls of this age are the best

fishermen. A young lady not only

caught the biggest fish but a young

lady caught the most fish. The most

fish caught by a boy was 14 and the

C Continued on Page 23



most by a girl was 24. The largest
fish was a 12½-inch carp. Noble
Hardware presented the host with
a rod and reel.

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Sikes open
their beautiful place to the North-
west Texas Field and Stream Asso-
ciation to hold this annual affair and
they do so for other KID fishing
trips. The lake, located just inside

There'll B

My dad can catch big-
ger fish 'n your dad!
Dale's dad, Lloyd Long-
mire, helped spear the
2000 lbs. of jewfish,
skindiving in the Gulf.

the city limits of Wichita Falls near
Midwestern University, covers ap-
proximately 50 acres. The setting
includes majestic trees and well-
mowed lawns. Two bridge and levee
crossings on the lake provide con-
siderable space for the young fisher-
men.

The rodeo committee and all who
helped with the event worked hard,

eA Fish Fry Tonight
- -rI

m~F-

but they knew they were starting
hundreds of young people in a sport
which should provide them recrea-
tion for years to come. **

DEER TARGETS
EASILY SET UP

Will Mean
Venison

For Deer Hunters

CLEAN KILL AREA
PLAINLY MARKED

Do your practice shooting on my field-
tested, life-size (3' x 5') white-tailed deer

targets.

A MUST for beginners and bowmen.
GREAT for checking buckshot patterns.
FUN for all. Mounting instructions and re-

pair patches included.

It takes less effort to order and practice
than to make a deerless hunt. Order several

today.

$1.00 ea., Buy 2, get 1 Free-P.P.D.

HANKS SPORT SHOP
P. O. Box 1-C, Alief, Texas

Dealers' Inquiries Invited

The Lure With

ROCK &ROLL

TYPE W
THIS IS THE FISH LURE YOU HAVE
WA ITE D FOI ! BU-A-8O0 A LURE
FOR PEXAS STYLE FISHING
DEVELOPED AND DESIGNED BY1TRUE

TEXAS FISHERMEN BuG-A-Boo
\s ADJUSTABLE FOR DEEP
AUD SHALLOW ACTION BY --
SIMPLE ADJUST MENJT OF THE
ACTION DISC.COMPACT FOR
EASY AND ACCURATE CASTING
SEMI-WEEDLESS FO FISH--
ING IN ROUGH PLACES . IT IS AN _

EXCELLENT LURE FORTE X AS
STOCK TANkiS AND FOR COLORS W
SMALL- LAKES

TYPE B

TYPE S

AVAILABLE WITH WO M, BUCKTAIL
OR RUBBER SKIRT IM - oz FOR CAST-
WIG AND SPINNING IN 4 oz pOR DEEP
WATER AND TROLLING

DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME

Top Water ACTION Deep Running ACTION

uA4r TYPE SIZE COLOR MARVELURE MFG.COMPANY
8953 KATY ROAo.-HOUSTON55,TEXAS

0 -- Each @$1.12 Each Plus 250 Postage,

Q 6 For $6.12 Postage Paid
_ 0 For $10.20 Postage Paid

ITEoILACK•RED ABOVE PRICES INCLUDE 2% TEXAS SALES TAX

U LW UE • FROG•SHAP

SUPPLY IS LaM IT ED NAME.... ....................
DADDRESSN.................

ICITY. ....... .. STATE .....
ISOR.RY N C.O.D."S AMOUNT ENCLOSED............ .

- -
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Some say that Padre Island, close to Mexico and Rio Grande Valley,
will be another Miami Beach.

Padre Island's Siren Song

ico. Also in the master plan is a camp

and youth activity center for the

Laguna Madre side of Andy Bowie

Park.

Beyond that, there is no limit.

But the rumble of the tourist herds

is growing louder and louder across

the horizon, and as their influx

grows, more facilities are certain to

be added. There are those who say

that with the Padre Island National

Seashore soon to occupy the middle

80 miles of the island, the southern

end, immediately adjacent, as it is,

to Mexico and the lush Rio Grande

Valley, will some day burgeon into

another Miami Beach. Others say,
"Who wants it? We like our Padre

From Page 8

Island the way it is, relaxed and

peaceful."
But there remains a whopping lot

of island, with room for many things.

The Cameron County Park Board

is now receiving many requests

from various entrepreneurs who

would like to put this facility and

that into the county parks. And as

South Padre Island's popularity

grows, so will the requests, so that

the major developmental problem of

the future is likely to be that of

separating the what's-good-for-the-

parks from the what's-bad, trying

to keep most of the development, as

it were, on the pekoe side of the

tourist's cup. **

KAMPKUTTER
Six inch drop forged cutter
for dressing birds, fish and
game; all around cutting on
hunting, fishing and camp-
ing trips. Cuts metal, wire,
wood or bone. Handcrafted
leather Holster and 20-in.
600-lb. nylon Thong.

POSTPAID $4.00
Add 84 Sales Tax
in Texas.

(Actual Photo) 9

OUTDOOR POCKET KNIFE

'I

Item 2

SABER CLASP KNIFE

Handcrafted-two 5 in. blades.
Finest Outdoor knife made in
America-with Belt Sheath $9.00
PP., plus 180 Sales Tax in Texas.4

Item 3

Pocket India Stone in Plastic

Case, PP. $2.50 plus 51 Sales Tax
in Texas.

JAY COMPANY*
BOX 1040
SAN ANTONIO,
TEXAS

*Any item sold has
been Field Tested by a
PROFESSIONAL.

TEXAS GAME AND FISH

John A. Wentrcek of Austin hooked onto this
lunker, 9 lb., 1 oz., in Lake Buchanan last
year. It was too large for the landing net.
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Most rivers can be fly fished.

Back to the Buggy Whip From Page 21

thusiasts. With a couple of hours in
the cool of an expiring day, Mr.
Businessman can slip down to the
water's edge, whip the line out, and
relax to the chills of fishing. It beats
television!

On the way back to Granite
Shoals' Cottonwood Resort, Tony
asked, "Well, what do you think of

CATCH THEM ALIVE AND UNHURT!

y _

ij Catches more !
Easy to use!

Amazing ITAVAHART trap captures raiding rats rsbbits
squirrels, skunks, pigeoss, sparrows, etc. Takes mink, coons
without injury. Straying pets, poultry released unhurt.
Easy to use-open ends give animal confidence. No jaws or
springs to break. Galvanized. Sizes for all needs. FREE
illustrated practical guide with trapping secrets.
HAVAHART, 149A Water Street, Ossining, N.Y.
Please send me FREE new 48-page guide and price list.
Name
Address

$3-
$2

Long Range Deluxe Close Range
Fox Call

SPECIAL OFFER: Both Fox Calls Plus
$2 Instruction Record (78 or 45 rpm)oNLY $5

Suretire unbreakable BURNHAM calls featured In Aug. '56
TRUE "The CRITTERS Come When CALLED.", Burnham
calls lured up 121 Fox. 33 Raccoons. 156 Coyotes, 11 Bobcat,

and hundreds of Hawks on their dry run.
Thousands of these calls in use everywhere. Letters tell us of
amazing results-"Very first time I used your call I called up
5 Coyotes"-P.T.C., New Mexico. BURNHAM calls must give
you close shot at above mentioned game or your money back

ORDER FREE Calling Stories and best instructions
TOA! 50 years of calling experience caa produce.

P. O. Box E-10, Marble Falls, Texas

the long stick and the silly reel
now?"

I assured him it had lots to offer
anyone really interested in fishing
excitement. As I reached down and
patted his rod, I shook my head,
"You still don't care about the rib-
bing you'll probably get from the
pros?"

"Heck no!" he laughed, "That's
their problem, not mine. This fly
fishing really 'bugs' me. My problem
is how to get more time off so I can

HUNTING KNIFE

From Germany. Made of finest steel and

workmanship. Unconditionally guaranteed.

Either extra heavy 6" or medium weight

5" blade. Nice leather sheath. Special at

only $4.95 tax paid. You must be satisfied

or money returned.

T. J. KIRKPATRICK

Box 590 Pleasanton, Texas

DEER HUNTERS-
For first time ever the C. T. White
Ranch in McCulloch Co. is accepting
reservations at $100 per gun for the
entire season only on an exclusive pas-
ture basis. Have pastures accommodat-
ing as few as five hunters and as many
as fourteen. No meals, lodging or
camping facilities provided but camp-
sites are numerous and many are on
running water well stocked with fish.
Contemplate Commission setting same
limit in 1963 as in 1962 which was
three deer with at least one being
antlerless. Prefer hunters inspect before
making reservations. Call

FRED WULFF
at LY 7-2330 or write P. O. Box 1270

BRADY, TEXAS

for information and appointments.

sail my baits to the fish with the
buggy whip."

"He's right," I thought. "And if I
get the 'bug' I'll undoubtedly have
the same problem!" **

DEER HUNTERS!
Don't lug that deer out on a pole this
fall! Wheel it out on a Snyder Deer
and Gear Toter. Proven in rugged Colo-
rado and Texas deer country. Weighs
21 lbs. Will carry up to 300 lbs. easily.
$35.00 plus 2% state tax. Freight
F.O.B. Check or money order. No
C.O.D.'s.

R. H. SNYDER
510 E. Hufsmith Rd. Tomball, Texas

W M WIFE INS$ISTS
I GO DEAR HUTIrG

I . . . IT MEANS SHE'LL BE WEARING
A NEW DEERSKIN JACKET!

-7 .

LET YOUR DEAR WEAR
YOUR PMR UNT 7PIY!J

... in fact, your whole family will love the
jackets, gloves, moccasins and many other
beautiful items that can be made from
your own deerskins.
Having been in business for 97 years...
tanning over 180,000 deerskins each season,
we affer the best values, finest styles nd
workmanship - at reasonable prices.
If you are successful in getting a deer this
season - plan now to ship or deliver the hide
to W. B. Place & Company.

WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG

W. B. PLACE & COMPANY
Hartford, Wisconsin

Weigh that BIG BUCK
right in your camp!

Whether you're bragging or complaining,
you'll know exactly what he weighs with
a . ..

T j Genuine Hanson

BIKING
Steel Spring Balance

Equipped with a large hook
for easy hanging of game.
Full 200-pound capacity
with easy-to-read 2-pound
graduations. Exclusive zero-

ing screw assures accuracy.
Extra-heavy all-steel con-
struction designed for years
of rugged, dependable serv-
ice. Handsome enamel finish.

A must for every club,
camp or lease

Price postpaid: $10.71 (includes sales tax).
Please send money order or check to

LAWRENCE E. WALTON, Dist.
3509 W. Dallas • P.O. Box 13454 • Houston 19, Texas

OCTOBER, 1963

Locations And Owners of 2600 TEXAS
Hunting Leases Are Listed!! HUNTERS' GUIDE

Thlai athe mif ts idi Topete
Thic is s n st ise $128 An Invaluable Guide To Texas Hunters
ss. Numierous articles on Tex-
as Wildlife and hunting tips
by leading newspaper outdoor
editors. A must for even' Mail Orders
sportsman. Promptly Filled

COPIES NOW ON SALE AT
TEXAS
HUNTERS' GUIDE
P . BOX 6 7 0 1 Enlarged 1963 Edition

LAS 1 9, TEXAS Illustrated
Di L S ,TXNewly Revised

DEALERS INQUIRE Packed With Information
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GUNS

By L. A. WILKE

WITH something like three mil-
lion Winchester lever actions

and a goodly number of Marlin and
Savage in large game calibers hav-
ing been sold down through the
years, it is safe to say that there is
no more popular gun made.

Ever since the first heavy caliber
lever action began to make history
with the famous model 1866 there
has been a constant demand for
them. Winchester followed its '66
with the more famous 1873 model,
which today is perhaps the most
sought after gun by collectors every-
where.

There have been more 94 models
built than any other center fire sport-
ing rifle model in the history of fire-

DELUXE SWIVEL
"HIGH CHAIR"

Silent, 30o turn. Framework is
all-metal construction. Wide
base spread for extra safety. Side
arm rests. Front safety bar may
be used as gunrest. Available on
1l- or 15-ft. stand. Shipped
knocked down.

arms manufacture. That's the reason
you see so many of them in the hills.
First this gun was made for the .32-
40 and the .38-55, adapted to a new
smokeless powder. The .25-35, no
longer made, and the famous .30
came a year later, followed in 1902
by the .32 special, an excellent game
load for those days, but too close
to the .30 to attain its lasting popu-
larity. However the gun still is being
chambered for the .32 special. Only
it and the .30 now are being made.

The Marlin, which today is still a
popular rifle in both .30 and .32 spe-
cial, came along with its first lever
action rifle, in small caliber, in 1881.
Down through the years it has been
refined, until today the Marlin has

4 ECONOMY SWIVEL
"HIGH CHAIR"

Full turning. Seat can be mounted
on 10- or 15-ft. stand.

ENCOSE DEE.BIN

x hoigpot ntursdshv
ENCLOSED DEER BLIND

Shooting ports on four sides have

bypassing glass sections and

panels in divided channels of

extruded aluminum. Blind may

be used on the ground or on our
Texas Hunter all-steel 1f- or
15-ft. towers. Shipped knocked
down in easy-to-handle pack-
ages. Simple to assemble.

both efficiency and beauty. In addi-
tion to the 336 line for deer rifles,
it also produced the model 39 and
the Levermatics in the .22 calibers.
In general appearance the Marlin is
much the same as the 94, except that
it has a greater variety in barrel
lengths and stocks. Because it has
a closed breech top, it is more adapt-
able to easy installation of scopes.

Most famous of all Savage guns
is the model 99. Although Savage
made military rifles several years
earlier, this famous sporting model
didn't appear until shortly after the
date of 1899, which is given to the
name of Savage lever actions.

Its famous early-day caliber was
the .22 high power, no longer made.
That was followed by the .250-3000,
first of the fast, lightweight deer
rifles. There are many of these still
in gun cabinets and many of them

still are being used by hunters.
Savage also developed the .300 cali-
ber, the first heavy caliber fast car-
tridge. Although the Winchester 95
was made to shoot loads heavier

than the famous .30-30, it followed
the line of military loads rather than
developing a new hunting ammuni-
tion, such as those produced by
Savage. The 99 also was made for
the other Winchester calibers. It still
is being made today, again in cali-

bers for the sportsman, including
the .243 and the old .300. The orig-
inal fast calibers are out, but the 99

now is also being chambered for the
.308 and the .358 in lever actions.

Winchester today also is making
a lever action in heavier caliber.
It is the model 88, chambered for
the .243, .284 and the .308.

This gives a very wide assortment
of calibers now for the man who pre-
fers a lever action gun.

When you see a man in the hills
with a lever action rifle, you know

he has a gun that has been tried
down through the years. **

TEXAS GAME AND FISH
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... and Shooting
This Month:

For Safety and Comfort!

THE FEED-ALL
5-gallon, rust-resistant feeder SWIVEL ARM CHAIR
dispenses dry grains and pellets. Aluminum and wood chair is
Only one moving part. Pat. No. extra strong, comfortable and
2,972,334. roomy.

Discount on quantity purchases. For descriptive
brochure and price list write

P. O. BOX 5087 o SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS
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Research and management have helped the wood duck.
Beau Brummell

ting of hardwood timber bottoms
have taken much of the former
prime nesting habitat completely
out of production. A large market
was created in the past to satisfy
the demand for wood duck feathers
to be used in the manufacture of
artificial trout lures. By 1918 the
wood duck population had dropped
so low that complete protection was
given this bird in Canada and the
United States.

As a result of wildlife research
and management the wood duck has
built up his numbers and this past
bunting season two birds were al-
lowed in the daily bag limit.

The most important management
practice concerning the wood duck
comeback has been regulation of

hunting season and kill. Habitat,
particularly nesting habitat, has
shrunk to a point that can go no
lower in many important produc-
tion areas so this regulation of kill
has allowed the wood duck to re-
turn to nesting areas in sufficient
numbers after each hunting season.

This last winter, biologists and
game wardens from the Texas Game
and Fish Commission began a wood
duck trapping and banding project
aimed at learning more about breed-
ing, migration and wintering activi-
ties of Texas birds. This information
when compiled will be added to that
information compiled by wildlife
technicians from other states and a
more efficient wood duck manage-
ment plan can be enacted to per-

HERE IT IS
TEXAS GAME AND FISH Magazine

John H. Reagan State Bldg., Austin, Texas
Q $5.00 for 5 years

e Q~;~ ~ L $3.00 for 2 years

a$2.

Name

L .00 for 1 year

Street or Box

City Zone State

Sent in by

Q New Q Renewal
Allow Six Weeks for Delivery

petuate wood duck populations
for future generations of nature
lovers. **

BUCK SCENT
Kills human scent. Game unafraid to come
close. Tested and proved. Satisfaction guar-
anteed. $2.00 plus 4c State Tax postpaid
anywhere in Texas. J. W. E., 459 Drake Ave.,
San Antonio, Texas, 78204. Or purchase in
San Antonio at B & W LIQUOR STORE;
CRITES CO.; FOURTH ST. LBR. CO.; HAUSLER
SPTG. GDS.; KAUFMAN'S INC.; LANDRUM
HDW.; PURE ICE CO.; SEARS STORES; or
GRIGGS, Buchanan Dam; HARREL ELECT CO.,
Ft. Worth; GAINES, Hondo; LLANO ICE &
STORAGE, Llano.

SHARPEST IN SIGHT

RIFLESCOPES

You get more game with a superbly engineered
SPI 'scope. 6 models to select from featuring
achromatic optical system, cross hair reticle or
cross hair and post, click stop windage and eleva-
tion adjustments.
Also available-4 models of variable power rifle-
scopes, 21/2 - 8 x 32 and 3 - 9 x 40.
New 4x 'scope for .22's.
Starting at $9.95 at most SPI dealers.

SPOTTING SCOPES

Precision built, high power instruments bring dis-
tant targets and game in bright and clear. Model
550 illustrated. 60mm objective coated optics,
internal focusing, 4 turret mounted eyepieces, ex-
tended sunshade, micro-drive fine focusing. SPI
spotting scopes are available for $28.50 up.

See your SPI dealer today or write

for free descriptive literature.

SOUTHERN PRECISION INSTRUMENT CO.
SPI Bldg., 710 Augusta, San Antonio, Texas

OCTOBER, 1963

Deer -Turkey - Quail
HUNTERS

Why spend endless hours in the cold and
rain unnecessarily

Use a

FRENCH'S
FEED-A-LURE

FEEDER
and be sure of your game. Use corn,
maize and oats. It's wind-activated.
One filling will last up to five weeks
average. Holds approx. 32 lbs. of
grain. Help preserve your game. Feed
the year 'round. $8.95 F.O.B.

817 W. Norwood
San Antonio 12, Texas

DEALERS WANTED

From Pag 9
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GUARANTEED HUNTING!
Famous "No Deer, No Pay" Policy

Trophy-sized Whitetail Bucks " Three big
Doe Deer for $50 • Blackbuck Antelope
from India * Japanese Axis Deer • Sika
Deer from India • Corsican Wild Rams
0 Hefty Turkey Gobblers!

Guides, Transportation Furnished!
Meals, Lodging Available • Ranch Airstrip
Write for illustrated brochure. Or call now!

Y. O. RANCH
Mountain Home, Texas

OL 4-2076 OL 4-2071 OL 4-2073 OL 4-2072

THE SMART HUNTER
STILL HUNTS

Portable Hunter's Stand for all deer
hunters, 10 or 15 ft. All steel tubing,
swivel cushioned seat with banister
gun rest. Good view of game. No
odor when above. Excellent for
hanging game while drawing. You
may select game before killing. Gun
rest for perfect shots. Cannot be ex-
celled for varmint calling. Makes
hunting leases more desirable. Can-
vas wind breaker as protection from
weather - $10.00. Model shown
$60.00, 12 ft. $65.00 & 15 ft. $75.00.
Other models available. Also tree
ladders in 5 or 10 ft. sections at 50s
ft. All types of gun racks for cars,
jeeps and pickups-$2.00 to $12.95.
All prices f.o.b. Sales tax 2%.

HUNTER'S EQUIPMENT
MFG. CORP.

Floyd Ogden, owner
201 W. 40th San Angelo, Texas

Dealers Wanted

What Others Are Doing
by JOAN PEARSALL

SCOUTS HELP OUT: Boy Scouts
in Kansas have been doing their
bit to increase the present low
population of wild ducks. Twenty-
six scouts received over 700 one-
day-old mallard ducklings in
April and raised them until they
were five weeks old, at which
time they were banded and re-
leased on a state wildlife refuge.
The ducks, when mature and after
migration in the fall, are expected
to return to the refuge to nest in
spring and increase the wild
breeding population. Waterfowl
usually return to the area in which
they were raised to produce their
young. Success of the program can
be judged from band return in-
formation.

HAVE TO BUCK UP TO FISH:
Anglers more than 65 years of
age in North Dakota now have to
get a special $1.00 fishing license.
Formerly, persons in this age
group could fish without a license,
but the law was revised by the
last session of the North Dakota
state legislature.

CHIEF ASSET: The National Bi-
son Range in Montana is con-
tributing to the employment of
elderly Indians in the area by
furnishing deer hides which are
tanned by them and made into
gloves and other leather products.
The meat of the surplus deer from

which the hides are taken is do-
nated to the Montana school lunch
program.

TO TEST THEIR STUFF: In
Pennsylvania an examination
board, required by law, is set up
to determine the skill and ability
of prospective taxidermists. Each
applicant must pass written and
oral tests as well as display sam-
ples of his work. There are pres-
ently 128 licensed taxidermists
in Pennsylvania.

RABIES ERASED: The complete
eradication of rabies in England
has become a classic in medical
history. Following an epidemic of
the disease in 1897, the muzzling
of all dogs in infected areas was
made compulsory until the dis-
ease disappeared. There has been
no death from rabies in England
since 1902. A six-month quaran-
tine on all imported dogs prevents
its re-entry.

SWAMP SAFARIS: Every Satur-
day morning, free boat tours con-
ducted by park rangers explore
remote sections of Everglades Na-
tional Park in Florida, in caravans
called "Boat-a-Cades." Boat cap-
tains first attend a briefing for the

sake of safety. Then the privately
owned craft set out for inland
waterways, twisting at times

through some of the world's great-
est mangrove swamps, which once

served the Seminole Indians as
pathways. Gliding over grassy
waters, these boaters see alliga-
tors, great sea turtles, deer, birds,
orchids and the lush plant life of
the Everglades. Brief stops are
made for the park ranger to point
out things of special interest.

HEADY: An English biologist
recently cut a queen in three
pieces. In trying to discover how

a queen bee keeps her colony to-
gether, he found her influence is

a scent more compelling than any
compounded by French perfum-

ers. The surgery came about when
he wanted to know what part of
her is most attractively scented.

Abdomen, thorax and head, each
put in separate cages, did not
have much effect on a queenless
cluster, but when the severed
parts were crushed, the workers

rallied around the crushed head.

So the queen's powerful perfume

must come from her head, prob-

ably from the mandibular glands.

TEXAS GAME AND FISH
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Texas
. ac e

by CURTIS CARPENTER

H ERE'S A TOUCHY! "What kind
of boat should I buy?" Perhaps

no question is more difficult to an-
swer. And, it's one that the fisherman
must answer for himself. I can only
speak for myself based on the expe-
riences I have had.

First, you should decide just what
kind of boat will best suit most areas
where it will be used. If you're solely
a fisherman, this automatically cuts
the list in half or less. If you like to
fish, but at times you love to get
away from fishing and take the fam-
ily on a boat trip or a skiing party,
you'll need to consider this factor.

It was easy for me to decide what
type of boat I needed. Fishing is,
of course, my favorite pastime. And,
I love to fish in all types of water,
from creeks to bays, and for all
kinds of fish. It would have been
much simpler if I preferred lakes,
had a place on a lake where I could
dock my boat and enjoyed bass fish-
ing only. But it's not that way, so
I had to get a boat and motor which
was light enough to use in the small-
est ponds and yet not too light for
the saltwater fishing. It had to be
sturdy enough to take choppy waters
and still not too heavy for one per-
son to load and unload, since I usu-
ally fish solo. Trailers are not for me
because I quite often get off the
beaten trail for pictures and stories,

and when I need a boat to get that
chance-in-a-life-time photo there's
usually no place to load and unload
a trailer.

This boat had to be narrow, but
not as "tipsy" as a canoe, so I could
run it through the jungle-like bayous
of Southeast Texas. The motor had
to fit the boat, move it along at a
good speed and yet it had to be
suitable for pushing my boat over
the shallow flats along the coast
where the big trout and reds roam.

The boat had to float when filled
with water and have a live box so
I could forget about stringers and
save time. If you are trying to draw
a mental picture of the boat I have,
keep it up. This is what you will need
to do when you start adding up the
factors which will help you choose
your boat.

I knew mine, so I added: x + y
+ z + r + all those other require-
ments - one 14-foot Buddy Boat (a
john boat) and one 7½-horse Fish-
ing Scott. This particular boat and
motor unit has served well in all
types of fishing. The boat tips the
scales at about 125 pounds, and the
motor at 38 pounds is almost small
enough to fit in my golf bag. I have
caught from the craft tarpon, gar,
perch, redfish, trout, croakers, bass
and catfish. I plan to catch kingfish
and mackerel next year.

NETS AND TROT LINES
Fast service, low prices on top quality commercial
fishing equipment. Expertly tied trammel, gill, flag
and hoop nets, seines. Featuring MOODUS,
STARR, and ACE nylon netting and BROWNELL
twines-Type A, A Green, C, C-1, E, H, and
N`ytate. Headquarters for EAGLE CLAW 254C:A
and 90CA trot line hooks, and swivels. Send 10c for
catalog and sample of world's best trot line hook.

MEMPHIS NET & TWINE 223phes8e,a Ae.

It's not a big rig. But it's a safe
rig if handled properly and if not
overloaded. Before I take off on a
long trip across open water, I think
ahead about what I will do in certain
emergencies and keep prepared for
these emergencies.

My john boat with the little motor
doesn't offer all the luxuries of a 37-
foot cabin cruiser, but it takes me
where I want to go and serves well
the purposes for which it was bought.
I have been laughed at and stared
at; nevertheless, I often go into
places and fish waters where fisher-
men in larger, fancier boats cannot
reach. And-I'm satisfied. That's what
counts. **

"FISHERMEN"
LET US CUSTOMIZE YOUR

AMBASSADUER REEL

Will Install PRECISION BALL BEARINGS
- - - Clean, Lubricate & Return Post Paid,
For Only $7.50 Cash With Order.

TUCKER'S GUN SHOP
120 N. Seagoville Rd. Dallas 17, Texas

BOBWHITE Booking Orders Now

VAIL Mature Quail 9

6-8 Weeks Old 50c

2 Weeks Old 30c

MINIMUM ORDERS-100

J. C. COx
1412 Norman St., Ft. Worth 6, Texas

Orders Taken by Telephone After 6 P. M.
Telephone: MArket 6-7843

TOTE
THAT

WITH
A

Conner

ry,l

KT LLHI(MAETERK AIRWT

SHEPSI SHO80DER PADDING GEN

UN LATGOHLEATERH DTASTTACHED WITH HEAVY THREAD AND
BRADS. SLIDING METAL LOOPS WHICH SLIP OVER THE
DER'S HOOFS FOR CARRYING. ALSO 16 FEET OF 400
LB. TEST NYLON CORD. FINE QUALITY WHETSTONE.
HUNTERS ORANGE SAFETY MARKER FOR SURE VISI-

BILITY. PRICE $4.95 EACH POSTPAID PLUS TAX

M. F. CONNER
BOX 33 MILANO, TEXAS

OCTOBER, 1963

GAME BIRDS AND ORNAMENTALS
Giant Blacknecks, Pure Mongolians

Elliots, Swinhoes, Edwards and Siamese
Fireback Pheasants; Erckels and Double

Spur Francolins; Gambel and Blonde Quail
Others on request

CAL-CROSS PHEASANT FARM
1976 California Crossing Rd.

Dallas 20, Texas Tel. CH 7-5140

Graders
Grills
Agitators r

Dip Nets
Hauling Write for free catalogue

Tanks CRESCENT MFG. CO.
P. O. Box 3303 - Ft. Worth, Texas
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Yellow keeps his snout low and protects his throat from the nutria's teeth.
A Match for the Nutria

In sharp contrast to the method of
other nutria dogs, Yellow fights from

BRITTANY DISPERSAL SALE
2 males, 2 females, white and orange
3 months $50.00 each

1 male, 1 female, white and liver 9 months
$75.00 each

1 male, 1 female, white and orange fully
trained, both coming 4 years old

$250 each

All dogs guaranteed. .
Sound, breeding, and to work if sold for
trained dogs

All prices F.O.B.:

Trinity Valley Brittany Kennels
5401 Santa Barbara Ft. Worth 14, Texas

Phone PE 8-5925 Area 817

J. J. LANTHRUM

TAXIDERMIST
We Mount and Tan Anything

Bird Mounting Specialists

Expert Head Mounting

HOYLE'S TAXIDERMY
522 W. Hildebrand

SAN ANTONIO 12, TEXAS

___________________________ A

underneath, keeping his snout low
and trying to get under the nootie's
head. That way his throat is pro-
tected.

Ray and Ed are watching with
interest the results of various crosses
with Yellow.

And hundreds of other hunters all
along the Gulf Coast are watching

$79.95 BIG BUCK $79.95
F.O.B. HUNTER'S STAND F.O.B.

Designed and made by a Texas Hunter

with years of experience in Hill and Brush

Country. Heavy gauge steel with under-

coting on floor. Easily assembled. Com-

fortable and quiet with 4-way seat. Holds

2 hunters. Easy to get in and out of. 12

feet high. Can be moved on back of pickup

4

t

Call or Write

SALT HALLOW ENTERPRISES
P. 0. Box 12152

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS
OX 4-3441

BOATING

AMP-CHAMP
o Portable Electric Power Unit

MODEL 4750A

115 VAC
630 cps
115 VDC

12 VDC

--- CHAMP-115 VAC-115 VDC-12 VDC. AMP-
CHAMP will charge 12 volt auto batteries and run
12 volt auto accessories. AMP-CHAMP will light
three hundred-watt light bulbs, power table radios,
television sets and power spotlights and radio

350 watts transmitters. In addition it is an ideal source of
power for camping refrigerators. Drills, saws,
pumps, and other electrical tools and appliances

300 watts can now be operated anywhere!

150 watts
LIGHT - only 12 pounds

POWERFUL - 350 watts AC

TRAILERS

EASY STARTING

Powerful 3/4 hp 2-cycle Ohlsson
and Rice engine

ECONOMICAL

5 hours on one gallon of fuel

833 HOUSTON STREET * AMP-CHAMP • AUSTIN, TEXAS
GL 2-5755 • GL 2-6320

TEXAS GAME AND FISH

CAMPING
CHARGES

BATTERIES

From Page 15
other crosses with just as much in-
terest, everybody working to develop
a perfect nootie dog.

Once a good nootie dog gets on
the trail of one, the animal has no
way of escaping. If this kind of hunt-
ing becomes popular, it may turn
out to be a big factor in keeping
nutria in check. 0*
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LEARNING TO GUN, by John Stuart
Martin, 113 pages. Published by Double-
day and Company, Inc., Garden City,
New York. $4.95.
If your youngster has been making broad

hints about hunting season and talking
loudly about how strong he has become,
perhaps the time is nigh when a second
generation of gunning must begin in your
household. Learning to Gun is an excellent
text to guide your father-son course.

The scope of information is wide and
deep. Besides chapters on gunning tech-
niques, proper dress, field procedures,
shooting preserves, and training gun dogs,
the book includes how-to information on
categories including upland birds, water-
fowl, rabbits and squirrels.

The author's approach to safety is sane
and strict but not fanatical. For example,
he explains, "The best way to avoid dis-
membering yourself or a comrade with your
shotgun is to make it part of your body.
That is, to accustom your hands and your
subconscious so completely to keeping the
gun in safe positions that you could no
more let it do harm than you could ac-
cidentally draw a knife and stab with it.
... No gunner should content himself with
less than such ingrown, instinctive wariness,
or he anything but grateful when gigged
by a companion for a lapse in vigilance.

Procedure and equipment information
is well illustrated with line drawings and
photographs to make you an excellent
teacher and your son a promising gunner.

-Ann Streetmanu

THE DEER HUNTER'S BIBLE, by
George Laycock, 154 pages, well illus-
trated with more than 100 black and
white photographs and line drawings.
Published by Doubleday and Company,
Inc., Garden City, New York. $1.95.
There's more to hunting deer than just

purchasing a rifle and ammo and locating
a place to hunt. Of course, a person can
go out into the field and spend a day where
deer are supposed to roam, then return and
say he has been deer hunting. This is not
the kind of deer hunting most have in
mind when they think of the sport.

A hunter going out for his first time may
have beginner's luck and do better than
his partner who has been hunting for
years. But, this won't happen consistently.

The man who knows his deer, how they
live, how to look for them, how to handle

his equipment and goes prepared, is the
one who will bring home the venison, and
the prize racks. And the hunter who knows
how to take care of his deer once it has
been killed will have the tastiest venison.
Furthermore, the individual who knows
the hazards of hunting will enjoy more in-
jury-free hunting seasons.

There are only two ways to become a
good deer hunter. You learn through years
of experience-or from someone who has
had this experience and is willing to pass
it on to you. The latter method is the
quickest and safest. Actually, it's the best
way to perfect any new sport.

Laycock, one of America's top writers
and sportsmen, talks about the whitetail,
mule deer, the coues and blacktail in a

language common to hunters, in his fine
guide, The Deer Hunter's Bible.

He tells you where and when to find
these deer and how to plan a hunt. What
you should know about equipment and
clothing has been included as well as field
and home care of deer. From the book
you'll get a lesson on the hazards of deer
hunting and how to hunt with the rifle, the
shotgun and the bow and arrow. He
touches on deer hunting facts by state and
province and the present and future of
deer hunting. Very little is left out.

What makes a top notch hunter decide
to sit down and write all his secrets on
paper for others to read and use? It's a
good question! Perhaps for the cash he'll
get from the sales of the book. Or--he may
just want to help others enjoy a sport by
guiding them in the right direction. Who
knows! Ile could be the kind of ambitious
gentleman who just loves to write. Regard-
less, the book has some rich advice and
suggestions, and it's quite economical when
compared with other books of its type. It
should be on every deer hunter's bookshelf.

-Curtis Carpenter

Mighty Handy To Have!
THE HUNGRY SPORTSMAN'S

FISH & GAME COOKBOOK
More Than 400 Recipes $1.00 Postpaid

Fish, Big Game, Small Game, Wildfowl,
Turtles, Frogs, Mushrooms, Etc.

EDDIE MEIER
Box 3030-Scottsdale, Ariz.

for pradsion accuracy
at long ranges E S

Versatile
Mode/ V8"

Continuously variable
power, from 2½X to 8X,
makes the V8 an all-

purpose scope. Clear,
sharp image at any

power; instant power
change with a 1/3 turn of
the eyepiece. Constantly

centered reticle. 0-ring
sealing and nitrogen
processing. Complete j
with Weaver-Adjustable

Mount, $79.50 at most
dealers.
©1963 W. R. Wearer company

Models
K8 and K10

These 8- and 10-power
scopes provide the mag-
nification needed for

accurate shooting at
I long ranges. Precise

¼-minute click adjust-
ments. Constantly cen-
tered reticle. Hard-

coated optics. Objective
lens has range focus
adjustment from 50
feet to 1000 yards. K8

W. R. WEAVER CO./ DEPT. 34/EL PASO 15, TEXAS
FREE! Name

IW4EOE..COPESE
New 1963 A so

full-color Address______________________

catalog. - city Zone State

THE WORLD'S MOST USED, MOST PROVED SCOPES

OCTOBER, 1963

or K10, $59.50 at most

dealers.
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Fit For Kings

r

Editor:

This picture shows what kind of luck
my father and I had last year (1962) at
Freeport. There are 14 kingfish in this
picture. The largest fish weighed about 40
pounds. The total weight of the whole
catch was about 210 pounds.

Mike Thomas
Dallas

(Thanks for giving our readers a glimpse
at your good catch.-Editor)

He'll Feel at Home
Editor:

I certainly read with a great deal of
interest your article on the plan to stock
rainbow trout in the Guadalupe River

(August 1963).
I hope to move to San Antonio in the

near future and I've wondered what to do
about the rainbow trout fishing I'd be miss-
ing. Your article, at least, gives promise
that I could continue this sport in Texas.

Wish you might come to this Upper
Peninsula and enjoy rainbow trout fishing
on the Big Huron, the Garlic, the Choca-
lby. There is no more fighting trout than

the rainbow, and best wishes for the suc-
cess of this venture on the Guadalupe.

George A. Sanford
Iron Mountain, Michigan

(We hope that you will indeed find a
rainbow at the end of your journey to Tex-
as-in fact, many-and that the Guadalupe
River eventually may even become a fair
rival to your present fishing grounds! Thank
you for your good wishes. We'll be glad
to welcome you among us.-Editor)

Some Tackle
Editor:

Having read numerous letters in your
magazine about topwater experiences, I

thought I would write you about one of
mine.

I was cork-fishing off Port Isabel one
day and the end of my line got tangled on
top of my cork when I cast, leaving my
bait out of the water. Suddenly, as I was
reeling in, the line began singing off my
reel. I looked up and my cork was flying
away. A seagull had made a pass for the
shrimp and got his foot hooked! I landed
the bird and the hook was removed. The
bird flew off, apparently unharmed.

J. L. Cloud
Harlingen

(Although you "got the bird" on that
trip, you certainly ended up with an in-

teresting tale! It must indeed have been

a surprise to suddenly find your cork in

orbit. Thank you for writing us about this
unusual experience.-Editor)

Made Him Hop

f'

Fine Fishing Haul-Together

Editor:
I am enclosing a picture of Mr. and r

McDonald of Fort Worth [with pa
their catch of 75 beauties on a trip
Port Mansfield]. I thought that youmight

like to have this for your magazine.
Mrs.Charles R. Johnson

art of Port Director, Port of Mansfield

out of (Thanks for giving us a chance to see the
picture.-Editor)

N -

Editor:
I am sending this picture of myself and

Johnnie Maresh along with a timber rattler

we killed near the Guadalupe River re-
cently. While looking for grasshoppers for
bait, I came within four feet of this snake,
coiled and ready to strike. My partner came

to my rescue and killed it before it had a

chance to strike. This rattler measured five

and a half feet and had 14 rattlers.
Lee Roy Barta
NIoulton

(Thanks for sending the picture. Perhaps

it will help our readers to remember to

keep their eyes open when they're chasing
grasshoppers.-Editor)
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UITH school well underway, many of
you are wrestling with homework

reports on many different subjects. Maybe
we can help just a little bit. If you have
any reports to do on nature subjects (and
you very likely will some time or other
during the year), here are some titbits of
information that could add a little spice
or seasoning.

In the fish department, here's a crazy,
mixed-up one! The crayfish, a backward
animal indeed, has its teeth in its stomach
and its liver in its head. The favorite food

A REEL ARTIST

/ /

Editor:

I am 12 years old and enjoy fishing
very much. I have been fishing ever since
I can remember. I subscribe to your maga-
zine and like it very much.

I am sending a picture that I drew of
a largemouth black bass, which is my
favorite game fish.

Please keep the good stories and pic-
tures coming.

Greg Baenziger
Seguin

(Thanks for letting us see your drawing.
-Editor)

of largemouth bass, shortly after they
hatch, is zooplankton-which are small
aquatic animals. The so-called silver eel
is just a common green eel with a date!
When they are six or eight years old, eels
stop feeding and change to a silvery color
for their long trip out into the ocean to
spawn and die. In two years, under ideal
conditions, 50 crappies can produce 200,-
500 offspring, averaging 5.3 inches in
length.

Now let's see what odds and ends we
have on birds. Golden eagles don't have to
worry about babysitters! When they're a
little more than two months old, the young
soar straight off the nest and join their
parents in flight. The road runner is famous
for its ability to kill rattlesnakes and is
also known as the "snake-eater." On the
mallard duck's menu are mostly sedges,
grasses, smartweeds, pondweeds and other
aquatic plants. The southern bald eagle
differs from other migrants in that it nests
during the winter. When danger threatens,
the bittern points his bill to the sky, which
makes him blend with the reeds of his
marshy surroundings. Recorded observa-
tions of the migration of birds date back
3,000 years to the time of Hesiod, Homer,
Herodotus and Aristotle-now that should
impress your teacher!

The song of the tiny cricket, an insect
less than an inch long, can sometimes be
heard as far as a mile. Unlike the situation
in the human world, Mr. Cricket is the only
one who sings-Mrs. Cricket makes no
sound at all. Snakes' eyes are covered by
hard, transparent, plastic-like caps so they
can burrow without hurting their eyes.
They have no eyelids.

You're not likely to find elephants in the
Texas countryside, but it's interesting to
know that they don't drink through their
trnmks, as people sometimes suppose, but
suck water up into their trunks and then
squirt it into their mouths. Also, the av-
erage weight of an elephant's tusk is about
55 pounds, although some exceed 100
pounds. Maybe that's why they often seem
to look down-in-the-mouth. Do remember
that the African elephant invariably sleeps
standing up, but the Indian elephant lies

down. Even though there's lots of space
in Texas, the whitetail deer, under normal
conditions, seems to require no more than
one-half square mile of living space. The
marten has a great dislike for water and
will travel miles to find a log or bridge to
avoid swimming a small stream. And the
prairie dog has one of the most elaborate
homes devised by any American mammal.
Did you know the guinea pig has a sense
of taste 1,000 times as keen as that of a
man? Wouldn't that be fine for something
like candy, or ice cream!

Whether or not you can put the knowl-

edge to practical use, it's always interesting
and fun to find out about the creatures of
the outdoors. In studying them, you'll often
find you are learning a lot about other
subjects, too. Good luck now, on those

school reports.

FROM A FISHING FAMILY

Editor:
I am sending a picture of my six-year-

old son, Dewey DuBose, and the six-pound
catfish he caught in our tank. Mr. DuBose

caught a four-pound bass the same day.
Two days later, I caught a four-pound
bass. Our ranch is located southwest of
Hondo, Texas.

Mrs. E. D. DuBose
Yancey

(Thanks for sending your fishing news.-
Editor)

Some Outdoor Gossip

by JOAN PEARSALL
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A flattened relative of the sea
urchin, the sand dollar (Mellita
testudinata) is found in shallow
coastal waters of the Gulf. This
marine life often paves the bottom
in large colonies. The individual's
bleached shell is widely known to
beachcombers. The living animal
wears a velvety pelt which is brown-
ish under water and olive green
out of water. This fur coat is com-
posed of tiny movable spines. Larg-
er spines trim the margin and
five slots dot the shell. Waving
rhythmically, spines set the sand
in motion and the animal glides
at an angle into the sand. All but
the central surface is buried while
the creature is feeding. A five-
petaled flower, or star, decorates
the center of the shell. Principal
nerves and blood vessels lie under
this star. Minute tube feet project
from the star through a multitude

of pores on both the upper and
under sides of the shell. Operating
on a simple hydraulic system, the
feet lengthen when pumped full of
water and contract when emptied.
These feet assist in respiration,
feeding, locomotion and cleansing.
The sand dollar's mouth is centered
on the underside, with grooves
branching outward. Strings of slime
in these grooves pass food par-
ticles, collected from the water,
into the mouth. The marine ani-
mal has five teeth for chewing.
These tiny teeth rattle in a dead
sand dollar's shell. The slots, also
in a pattern of five, are important
in hiding and digging. If the dollar
is disturbed while it is feeding, it
hastily ripples the marginal spines,
covering its surface with a layer of

sand. Thus, the animal sinks out of
sight as sand grains flow through
its shell, from bottom to top, via
slots. The ventilated shell causes
little resistance as the animal trav-
els through sand or water. A rela-
tive, the starfish, is the sand dol-
lar's greatest enemy. When a hun-
gry starfish moves into a dollar
colony, the ones downcurrent from
the enemy sense its presence and
burrow off for safer territory. The
sand dollar is harmless to humans,
except to a swimmer who wades
into a thick colony. Such a fellow
will discover the soles of his feet
have been stained a bright yellow-
green, which will wear off in a day
or so. -Nancy McGowan
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