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MY NAME IS NED SMITH. TODAY IS :C’Z5MS. I Al/I REPRESE1cTINC TI-IA NATIONAL

I\4TJSEUM OF TIlE PACIFIC WAR IN FREDERICKSBURG. TEXAS. I \YTILL BE DOiNG AN ORAL

ZSTDRY TODAY WITH MR. LYAILL DEAN. WE ARE IN TI-IA COMThFENCE ROOM OF TEA

CE ::HjZ C - AC GALLERY.

LYALL, V/HEEl AND Wi-IAN UTERI YOU BOItI’

LAYAL:

I WAS BORN IN WESTCHESTER, NEW YORK, HOLLTJM MANOR IN NEW YORK, IN

TEE COUNTY CF WESTCHESTER, OCTOBER 19, 1919. I AJT I-L’4.D i4 i.- E:FziiY. SAME

DAY AS DWIGHT EISENRO1IRK.

NED

YOTJR i:Ju2NT2

LYALL

MY PARENTS V/ACI LYALL DECCY i’iSZ HIS VJI1ZE EALEA.

NED

HELEN’ S MAIDEN NAME?

STE ARNS

DID TOTE RAVE BROTHERS AND SISTERS?

LY CCL

:c i’wc. BROTHERS. JN CODER 1AT A YOUNGER OI I iAz TWO SISTERS, ONE

OF THEM DIED 5 02 6 TE.1S AGO. V/A ARE NiT TELILTE 3EV/PARS ANY MORE.
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NED

‘NrEEE iJy OF THE BROTHERS OR TEE SISTER IN 1 LLITPEY SRRVDDE

LYALL

AESEETELY. MY CIDER EROTEER ENDED UP A CCL DNEL IN TEE ARMY AND flY

YOUNGER BROTHER GOT TO BE A C2EAIN. HE WzS OVER UNDER PATTEK IN THE 3

ARMY, MY OLDER BROTHER ‘JAS PROBABLY MORE MILiTARY MINDED TILT £25 TWO

BROTI-IERS INCLUDING LIE. HE DID WHAT BE WAS TOLD. ETE HAD A £2ND OF FLOE TO

L[NDERSTPLE•, ILEJEHASS 3.ESENTf4ENT, TEAT £2 S TWO 7 UI. LEN EROTI{ERS I-TAD TO.

A’./JE CO/MEAT. OF DETJDISE. WE WOULD LEE YE. EWE CV.’AIPED WITFL I-LIE ANIlE lEE.

BE WAS, I’M STJRE, A TOTALLY GOOD OFFICER. BOTI I., MY OLDER AND YOUNGER

BROTHER STAYED 114 TI-IT RESERVES. I GET OUT,

NED

LI-lIE YOU SAY RETIRED AS A ‘OLfl\IEL

lIE. VTA5 A LI”. ICE. BUT ON RETREEENT HE JOT TO BE C000IIEL. EL ELI TETLIED

so HE REES A NELl/N N 7CC/CELL LOTI-/RA RETIRED A IJ’ZE.I AND IN

FOR TEE LUNIMLJvI TO GET 2 YEARS.

NED

WRREDiL: YOU GE. TO SCROOL?

LYALL

IYEPT fl i-EON SOEC: N AT A z’ .cTE r*OA}ZINO SCHOOL
..%: SEUEFLISETTS

YOU HAVE HEARD OF DEER/El/ND1.CADEI’ II?

I HAVE BEARD OF IT.
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LYALL

IT IS A VERY BIKE BOARDING SCHOOL. TI-lEE I WENT 1) A :ETTLE C DLLEGE

TESTATE ELK YORK JALLET UNION OCLLEOE UT IN SCFLENEE’LDT. I SPELES 2 YEARS

ALL OF 59 TJNTIL JUtE OF’ 41. FFE4KLY, I VJ/\5 NOT A GOOD STUDENT. MY FATHER HAD

DIED AND I GOT A STJIvW’LER JO]: IN THE SUMMER ORAl, STARTING EARNING MONEY AT A

TEXTILE 1L95EKSRY POUNDRY OTTSJDE V’ERCHEJTER, LASS I EILEEN’ ‘EL

N-EPIC TED BY TI-LATE. I I-LA:) NEVER DONE. ANY WORK LIKE TI-AT I WAS EA)ENENE SELF

MC HEY, I THE UGHT, WHY TAKE MY MCTI-3ER’S MONEY AND GO BACK TO UNION. TELNI
WAS SUE MONTI-IS AWAY FROM PEARL HARBOR NOT BEiNG A GOOD STUIEENT. I JUST

THE UGET FliNT I VETS TASLOEI A 2 YEAR SALES TRAN-ZTEE LEERFE FER THIS

‘uS IIACI-DENERY ASNCEELE. TEL’ S THE TElL TE IT I’LL. ITT AISlE TILl WILL BE MY

EARNING C’AbJE’. I WAS ?/CFLCNC FE R F ES WHITE TLECEUNE CC., TEXTILE \LEI-SNLPY.

I WAS Ti—HERE PEARL HARBOR ‘QJEEKEND. ‘i-MEl I WENT LAZE I STAB TED TALKING

TI-ERIE HAD NI-TI-flEE- TO DO WITH F:’. I Urç’’ BAITS EN rjcusiEiy MOELKIJO.

PEALE. }LLLE EP. AS YOTJ KNEW WAS SUNDAE, AND ALL THE CEJYS: I ‘JC*S A YOUNG

FELL D”JTZLT CLYS MY AGE WEELEIT TI-GRE ALALELE’. TI-IEEE i-lAD s: Al) UP.

i&ESSSZ PA5SACEE I DCEE’T TELL TI-ES TO I-ElI CF MY MARINE FLEETS

EEL NSF THEY K ELI-FLINT LIKE IT. I HAD MY DRAFT NTIMBER LiNE I I-LEE BEEN REELED.

I THINK I I-Lai FsTLEZ. I T’TA’ INTIELEILLE SHALE. I FAILED TEE PHYSICAL FOR TEE

DRAFT WHICH1UI AT TEAL TIlES VJAS TEE RTE I EiD SElLS ADOLESCENT *SNE ON BY

BACK YOU HAD TO BE IN PRETTY GOOD SHAlE APRsREENTLY. I COULDN’T READ FRI-SEE

BLOODY EYE El-i-ARTS. TED N OXEN T SURPRISE LEE II UT IT ‘TAD E-IEEI-1JELATINO. I ID SET

TO SALVE MY CCNSCIENCE, PLL AlLEY FOE THE. AES\IY OR NAVY, AND NOT LEST TI-K

DRAFT I MAR TELl BEEN 1-ARTEDDLE IEENZSE I Ri-SEW THE IEEE’ WAS STEICTER

THAN JUST THE DRAFT. FEINT WAS PROBABLY TI-FE EASIEST. TO SOLVE MY CONSCIENCE I

DID TEAT, I VTAS LEV1NL IN ‘010 ‘lI-lESTER, EASE ED I ‘TEEn’S INTO TEE BOST I-N IT-TA’TY

YARD FOX A PHYSICAL. I WOULD HAVE FELT BETTER. (COULD NOT HEAP TEE I-ASSEE

L1 I’S TEE Ii ENCHANT MARINE YOU REElED Fl ER THE SI-El TUE IFRESIIITEE ‘UHEIN EEL

TCIJR E-’RIEEEDS ARE SEINING LI AND CEITEEO U-I TEE SERVICE. IT ‘lAS HEEL) LI TAKE. I

FELT FUNNY. fF1’ JAY, WI-GRE TEE RIETON. NAVY TJJD DES, FE THEE El. N’EECIE, p.

FRIEND OF MINE - ‘I-I-EQ HAD BEEN OK EET.EO IN ‘1*111 TI-ElY IJEDI- T SEE I-EM OFTEN FEET I

TOLD I-EM I HP-I) BEEN REJECTED AND THE DANaT EYE CE-TARTS. HE SAID, “I’LL TELL YE U

SGETEENG”T:SflS IS FACIlE 1101V IN 1942, EARLY. FE SPED, “TEE ARMY, TEL NAVY,

MARINE CORPS, TACT GUARD, “CII IlADE IT iCE HAVE TEL SAl IF EYE CEfIT TEEIEE

ARE OTIS TWO LEE TI-LEE II THE ELi-ST LIETTERIS L”E S TEE SEJE nTN kITE ITT HPTTE

TO DO IS READ THAT TOP LETTER, H, AND YOU CAN E\CEMCNIEIE THIS TEEPEE” I DIDN’T
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THINK Ti-LW’ WAS I-I )NEST. I’M GOING TO MEMOLJZE IT AND SEE WHAT HIAPENS. I

WOULDN’T hAVE ECEBE1) ANYONE TO GET IN THE SERYICE. I WAN DELPERATF.. I

SHOULD HAVE SAIL, HAIK GEE, I DON”:’ HA’E TO.” £0, I lED TI-EL]) I ‘ATEEC INTO

I-ORSON FIG: MY AIIEEICi,L. ENIIEN I CAME TO THE EYE Cl-RET, I IHJLPC SEE? MAKE

CYJL-’LE OF i-INTAKE.S. I DIDN’T WANT THEM TO Il1OW I i-LAD MEMIGELEED TEE CHART. I

DON’T THINK THEY WOULD HAVE CARED IF I HAD BEEN PERFECT, THEIR JC:’B \7T45 TO

El??. I ILASSIELD TIE EYE TEST OKAY. TI-ElI I HAD TI’S DARN ADOLESCENT ACNE AT TIlE

TIME. YOU GO THROEJCEH A PHYSICAL EXAI’I IN A FORD FACTLRY WAS SO ITI-EN I WITH

YOUR SHORTS ON. THEY JAB YOU HERE AND THERE. I WAS JUST ,B)JT THROUGH IT

AND SAME DOCTOR I WAS MOVING TI-ES1VCY Al-i]) THE DOCTCR GAVE i’W A Pr]) ON

TI-IS 3\O}I APE. XTIL I-ST YELLED I-illS. HE SAID, “SON: I TTNEEZ AISCJED J])])

AlA) RE I AS :1.1 T I CCCL OLDER THAT I WAS. RE V ‘AS A YOUNG TACT IL, PC - lEE. I AL- CLI

HE SAID, “NOW DON’T WORRY AP.OT,JT THAT ACNE. YOU COME INTO BOSTON, YOU CO-ME

IN 2 OR S TIMES A WEEK FOR THE NEENII’ 2 OF, S WEEKS, WE WILL GIVE YOTJ A LAMP

TPISAT± -LENT AND WE. ‘HELL CLEAN IT LIE” I SAID, ‘-TEAT’S GEL]), BUT WON’T THE ACE])

C ICE EACH AS SO-EN AS THE IRE EC lIlIIATMENTS C- 1’’ HE SAIL. VEIL? HONESTLY,

“ABSOLTJTEEL.T THE-? WILL COME EACH I-UT ALL YELl HAVE TO BE IS 0 K TILE DAY I 511W

YOUR PAPER.” I KNEW EVENTUALLY I WOULD GROW UP. THAT’ S TIE VJA? I C-OT PT TI-IE

MARINE CC/ELI-’:. AS YOU SAY, MARINES ARE SUPER IE-OIL.E.

I fELT H-EAT. I I’-I EL]) RUN THE VILE AT]) ‘‘IlL THE RE: THAT’S HE’-’ I GUT

IN TEE SERVICE AND TI-MT WAS LATE JANUARY AND IN FEE RTJARY I WAS SWOPI,T IN AT

THE BOSTON POST C/FlOE All]) AWAY WE WEE-TI’ ON TEE TRAIN FOR PAl IllS ISLE NE TI2E

‘LEE” i’fCQflCv

NED

‘-ry DIE’ YOU Ill-ELK TElL MARINES OVER TELl NA’T’E

LYALL

THAT’ S A C-I-ED POINT, BE IAUSEE I GUESS )CI’-;LEWPELE ALONG E’I-EEH LINE

SIDEONE SAID, ‘YOU 1 ‘IILZ IDLE A GOOD :-O-LIIIEL.” IT I-IrA h-AVE BEEN A

TI/LIRE. YOU SEE, TI-MT WAS THE. AR1vIY. THE MARINE CORES I-AS ONE OF TIE lEST

PUBLICITY. TI-LEIY I.LC’CE YCTJ FEEL LIKE SUT’ERIs-IJCN WHEEl-I YORE ‘TEIREN’T. IT “CAll A

Il*.CLL?NCE TOO. I DIII N’T KNEW TOO 14111 11-1 4-CEC I-Il’ THE ICJ-LFCNIIES. I I-HAIlED W-EEL’ WEFE

t ARI-IT’ OF fl31F NAVY I DIDN’T KNOT III’ 0-IrIS IN TI/El Mr’IEoTNE LIlT’S THEN. THEY

WERE ALL- AREIY OF NAVY. ‘UFIAT’S A COED çtJ’ESTIOIL I TPL1’lEK IT WAS SII1EBCDV’S



SUOuESTON. I KNOW,:I-LLD ANOLDEREROTPLERTI-ZZTOLD LE,AN C:F7:C THAT IRE

BEEN TO YALE UNIVERSITY AND HAL) A COMMISSION. I F ON‘T THINK AT THAT TIME I

EVEN REALiZED TEE I’IARINBS WERE PART OF TIll HWY AND FAD THEE CWi :x’r’:o :
AND THAT SIRT. AFTER TAkER TEARS AS AN ENJESTED MAN. I FIFE’ TEE ‘EOLYTTZFEY

TO GO TO OFFICERS CANDIDATE SCHOOL. I DID1I’T CARE ABOUT THAT PARTICULARLY

ALL MY IIPJENDS WERE ENLISTED MEN. 1-FE REALLY PERSUADEr ME TO GO TO OCS. IT

EARLIL OUT IT DIDN’T MATTER MUCH BY TEE TE H I FAlSELY ALL TEAT, T

YJAE PLAFTICALLI SUER. THAT’S A GOOD QUESTION, WHY IS TEE MARINY IN ELF NAVY

AND I LIKED BEING AT SEA. INTl-FE NAVY IT IS THREE SQUARE 1EE\LS A DAY, CLEAN
SHEETS IF YOUR SEEP IS NOT SUNA. THAT IS NOT A VERY GOOD ANSWER BUT’ LI F????.

NED

YOU LIENT’ TO PAREES ISLAND, YOU SAY? THAT WAS BOOT TFAIIILFO?

L/ALL

AESC LU ELY. I HAD HEARD ABOUT THAT. IT WASN’T CRUELTY. IT WAS ROUGH. I

AS OTHERWISE IN’ GElD SHALE. I ‘CAl PROUD TO BE IN TI-ES 1 IARII]IE CORPS. IT WAS
- T SIX. TEEN ‘N]. LLZ’ TO CAMP LE ELILIL DOWN IN REEL’ ‘RAE, FL. BY TILl

TIME IT WAS MARCX 1S42. I -LC ENLISTED ON TEE SECOND OF FEBRUARY, 194.2. WE

WERE. TI-DIRE LIFTIL HAIR AC IIVEIiIED:ATELY I’OINED IN TEll MACNE OF TEE 1S! L LILA

DIVISION AND I WAS ASSIGN]’: TO A MACHINE GUN COMRA2IY, H COLLIP,NY IN TIlE. 2’L’

BATTALION OF THE H MARINE REGIMENT. BY MEMORIAL DAY OF ‘42 WE HAD HEEl’.

Ti-dIRE NOT YELl’ LONG. WE ‘I All.. lATIN 2 LEROY TO GET ON AJL.LLAN TIULU F. VU

WENT OUT TO SAlE FRANCISCO AND BOARDED THE CLFORGE ELLIOT TI-FE ONLY TROOP

Si-DO LANDING THE sc LOL: : IS TEAT WAS SLDKK BY TEE IL-REESE. YE TI 5W?

:‘HTZE LEAVING SAN ILLEACIrCO, IN AECYT EVIl WEEKS OR SO N TEE Tp::or

SEEP. I RE1vIEIvIBEL WE HAD ONE CRUISER, THE HELD/Ic . WE ZIG ZAGGED ACROSS AND

WE ‘[ANY TI WELL]LIGTON, 11EV! ZEALAND, TEE AFIRE WAS OUR ESCORT. I IEEE:

BEING AT SEA. IL’ WAS A NEW EXPERIENCE HAVE YO’J B1-’ ER BEEF-IT I lIE’ ZEAL.:

YES, INALTCI-LL.AND.
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LYALL

IN AUCKLAND WITH ALL. THE FEAUTIFJLNAI’1 lOYAL. PAP KS

NED

S’DIvEEPLACE I W )TJLD LOVE TO GO EACH TO.

LYALL

REALLW YOU EIAITEREFIT TO AU]TPIJA

NED

NO. I NEVER DID RET TO

LUALL

A.TY JAY. WE WERE, I THINK IT \ IA] AT SEA FCH S WEEK]. AT SEA, AIICAPENULY,

ORDERS WERE GE EN YOST WHEN THEY LEAPAISD ABOLU TI-A. AWl AI’ BEING BUILT ON

GTJADALCANAL, WE WERE GOING TO GO TO NEW ZEALAND AND TRAIN FOR 1)1K 1 IONTHS

SINCE WE HAD NOT FAD TOO MUCH (TRi-JNING IN THE UNITED SD DII] AT SE

MIIST I-RE Ii HElEN CYClES THAT CABlE TO tT : r’:::’ TI-US I :PEVED THAT SHIPS

1<00.71 ZEALAND WERE NOT CONDAT LOADED. THEY WERE GETTING US TI-ARE AND TO

CANT SOIv1EWHERE. WHEN WE OCT TO WELLINGTON, THIS WAS IN EARLY JULY. IT ‘*TkR’

COLD, BITCHY AND WINDY AND LITEHALLY, I NE/ER WORKED SO HElD IN I Y LIFE. WE

HAD TEN DAYS, AND OUR 101 WAS TO UNLOAD THE SHIPS, 00105CC LOAD. AND UJIARE

DID WE HALE TO TJNLOKD ALL CE THE SELl? ON OUR SI-UPS? ON TI-lIE DOCKS IN NOV

ZEALAND. IT WAS POUTING RAIN, IT WAS A MESS. WE WERE DOING 000LIE LABOR. WE

HAD FOUR FlYERS 011, FC)T2} HOURS OFF, IN THOSE FOUR HOURS OFF, YOU TIULO EAT,

YOU IN OLD SLEEP, YOU COULD TAlC LEYFE.TU AUIO DO THE TOWN IN WELLINGTON,

WELCH \IDS AT SI-El DARK ALL THE TIME. flAY lIlA A MOVIE. I NE’ER NEAT 1141 I 1.1ST

JAWED TO EAT OH SLEEP ALL TI-A TIME. NIT ONLY TEAT, lOUT THE WOEJAF], TI-lIE

DOCK WORKERS IN WELLINGTON WERE OH STRIKE. I COULDN’T GET OVER IT. THEY ARE

!ThJ1< AJjE5 AND THEY WERE NICE GUYS. WE WOULD CHAT WITH TI-HIM.



NED

ITRIKING IN WARTIME”

LYALL

SO, WE DID MOST CF TEE ECEE:. TEEIE DOCK ivIA 21-LIES, TITEIR CRANES
WEREN’T WOIXINO. TEEFE EL A “T” ).i EFEING WITH AL MANY LEVI AS YOU (Th)’JTE

LET CE A CARTC’N I’LL NEVER F DECRY IT AND YET SCIALEOW WE PERSEVERED. I
THINK PART OF IT WAS TO GET OUT OF THE RAIN AND CC LD.

TEE OFEICLIE WERE OF VJEIC WE ‘ iEEE DCINC- A DCV OF IT

LLILY, I LDN’T ‘IRENE AL }EC)NEST LJ’ \TC:JZL.D 3K. I-CE NEVER I-LSSED - ECER

HOURS I TI-CNN PART OF IT WAS SYIvIPAT1-IET1C OF TI-HE COOLIES TI-TAT WERE WORKING.

MOST OF IT, WE DID 1T. IT WAS TEN DAYS OF I\4Y NFL I WILL NEVER FORGET. IT WAS

RI WORK.

WERE YOU c PFC C’ THIS TIIv’E”

LYALL

NO. c RHYME. CE. PRIVAL’ES I-DELVED. LIE A ID ONLY BEEN IN T±-E SERVICE

lI-LiD DLI I-DC- P .h zrL ANTI-LiD TL.tEI ICE YERErT . LCEDSHCREMAN

I-UT YOU WERE DOING LONCISHORE) {pjI WCRII.

LYCL

vrt DIDN’T HAVE A SPECIAlLY AT TEES TIME. I HI-DIET EVEII SEEN A ‘PERLE

DUE \T “YELL, I HIC, N NEW RIVER. WE SAlVE lEER EMS ‘t2\ ‘13 1z\VJ LV LEE

NEW ZEAL-AND AND ‘\?JEKT, I DIDN’T GET YE KNCW2\ SIRIC-LE NEW ZEALALIDI REEVE WE

SPENT TEN DAYS IN WELLINC-TON ANY THEN WE VIII: ) WE DIDN’T ELI’ WI-IEEE

WE WERE GOING, ABOARD SHIP WE WERE TOLD TIE I-RACE IN TIE SOLOMEN ISLANDS
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CALLED: NO ONE i-SAD EVER HEARD TO THE PLACE, Ti-WY SHOWED US ON A MAP. WE HAL

PRACTICE LANDIN’S. A LITTLE TINY ISLAND CALLED K 0 R 0 ISLAND IN THE FLU

3ROTIP. WE S-LAD PRACTICE LANDINOITHERE ON THE WAY TO’ TEE SOL X-4cNS IT WAS A

DISASTER. IT WAS ./‘, P. D’IISY 0-A:. I NEVER EVEN GO OFF’ THE H-UP ALONG WITH A LOT OF’

GUYS. THERE WAS ALWAYS A RUMOR, I DON’T KNOW IF IT WAS TRUE, PUT I BEARD IT

TI-IAT SOME OF THE MARINES THAT GOT TO LAND ON THIS LITTLE TINY ISLAND,

WFET1-WR THEY WENT OVER THE FELL ON A LITTLE DESERT HLPJO, THEY NEVER C-0S

RACK uN THE SI-LIP. I DON’T KNOW IF IT WAS TRUE. ALL THE OFE.OEF.S KEPT SAYING,

WHETHER IT WAS FOR MORALE BUILDING OR THEY WERE HOODWINKED INTO

EELIEVING. WHEN YOU HAVE A TERRIBLE PRACTICE LIKE THAT, AS THEY SAY ABOUT

FcxrBALL PRACTICE, THAT L’LICz-.NS YOLTRE PIG GAME WILL FE SLCOESSFUJL. ‘WE DON’T

aow ANYTHiNG ABOUT ‘IUADAL-CANAL. INTELLIGENCE AS YOU iAOBI-RLY o cv’

WAS SECOND GLJESS1NG, WE UTEREN’ T READY FOR THE INVASION. ThAT WASIT’ T

STRESSED. I SIGNED UP BECAUSE THERE WAS A’ WAR ON. WHAT WE I-lAD HEARD ABOUT

Till JAPAF.ESE ‘IEEE RUTO.E.iS, TENACI 1105, SOL SE TRUE, SOME. EXAOO1EILATED. AS V 110

KNOW, Y ‘pTJ so’: ABOYT THE LANOHJASPE a OTHERS KNOW OUR 01 SITION.

I WAS ANXIOUS F-DR TI-US. I ‘WAS PUT IN H COEPANY, THE MACSW-hE 005.-nIPANY

TNT P A PLATOON CALLED HEADc-UARTERS PL-ATOOI--. JjE. ‘JJCT PD ‘30 OUT ON TE

ISLAND SE DOTING AZYITTES, SOICTOLEG I WAS IIITELESTE-L IN. Ti-SE I’C RPORAL’Y:-.S

MAKING P cC’S FOR THE MORTARS SI’ THEY SOUL: 10.10’ V ANOLES ii OLD 0 TI-I-H COULD

FIRE THEIR VrEAL’OlTS I FOUND THAT FART INTERLSTING. I LEARNED TO SEMAILOOPE

BECAUSE I-1EADQUARTERS FLATOON WAS LOCATED I-.RC UT 2CC) YARDS FROM TilE FRONT

LINE I WAS- N IT IN EL GUN IE.-;-.DI ON. I ‘OHS INH OO-IvWAi-TY lEALQZ7- TAo

scroospp, WE HAD A OAFTAJ. TILkT NO ONE RESPECTED, SOIHEHC-W i-SE. ‘C-CT F— LD OP

A TENT, THERE WEREN’T MANY TENTS p.ROUND: PROBABLY JAPANESE EQUIPI SENT. TE’

JAPANESE i-LAD A LOT OF EQUIPMENT, SOLDIERS, AND KOREAN LABORERS. WE DID:-ST’

GET ‘I-DES ASHORE. TA_S CAPTAIN SAIL. “WE ARE COOED TO- F LILY S’D/E DEEP

FOXI-IOLES OR TRENCHES. HEADQUARTERS PLATOON LLOL SCnUflC) 301—SE OF THE OFFiCERS

SAD, ‘‘WE- CAN ALL USE THAT,” AS SOON AS WE ‘30 THAT DONE, HE SAID, “N 10 YOU

GO OUT AND P SAKE YO-L OWN FC-Y2{OLES J’IS-LZVfl-EFE” THAT DIDN’T. DII TI DID-

RESPECT FLA TI-US 0-UT. HE COOED HAVE P-BEN H-I-NEST WITH TJ5

WITHIN TUb WEEKS., WI’ LANDED 01-: TI-SE 7N .,-,ND ON THE 2’ OF AUOIIST ‘PLO

TillS BATTLE AT TENALU. I WAS ABOUT 200 YARDS AWAY IN A LITTLE FOYRIOLE. ONE OF

MY FRIENDS WAS UT’ THERE O’N THE LINE. THERE WAS A SURPRISE ATTACK AND- ALL

HELL BROKE LOOSE. OUR UNIT WAS INVOLVED IN IT INDIRECTLY. (COULD NC MAINE OUT

A PASSAGE HERE) MY FF0151-ID GOT CALLED ON TO PEA RUNNER UT’ TO- TI-SE- FAINT LINE.

PIE WAS SCARED PUT EVERYONE WAS SCi.RII-II. TO GET OUT OF A FOHEICLE AND 1’C1
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us 2CC’ YARDS. THE GUYS ON TB]?’ FRONT LINE WERE DUO IN WITH MACI-UN]? GUN NEST

AND SO uN. I FELT I WOULD BE CALLED, JUST A MATTER CF TIME I DIDN’T AND I HEARD

TELL FRIEND CF MINE GO C’S]?. I-lIE GAVE HIS NAME AND THE PASSIVE RD AND DON’T

1-10cc. 31± “lAS SCARED LIKE ME. HE SURVIVED THAT. I-EU DID HIDE DUTY. THAT NEC TIER

HAF’PENED TO ME. I WAS LUCKY. I HAVE BEEN LUCKY IN SE. MANY THINGS IN MY DDE.

SO, I SWEATED THAT NIGHT OUT WITH CTI-EUR PEOPLE Al ID WAITED TO BE CALLED.

SHORTLY AFTER THAT EATTLE, THE PLATE ON LILT SOME LIEN. I WAS TXEN ELY OF

THE HEAL QIIIATTERS AND PUT IN THE 2 PLATOCN, ONE OF THOSE THAT HAD BEEN IN

COI’IEAT AT TENAIRU.

WHEN WE JOINED THE MARINE CORPS, IT WASN’T CALLED CARtS LB JUENE, IT

WAS CALLED TENT CITY. VIE DIDN’T HAVE ANY CFHICERS TI-LURE IN SIX WEEKS. ONE

LAY WE WERE OUT IN BIVOUAC AND WHEN ARE WE GETTING 5010]? L0ED WE LID

ILREE AN OFFICER, PROBABLY A i LIEUTENANT OR SOIE4ETI-DNG. ONE DAY WE ‘z*z o:r
KID WE C ST WORI), “WE. ARE GETTING OFFICERS. Ti-IEY ARE COIlING IN MAYBE TODAY.”

THEY SAT! TIDE ID OFF? SEMI COMING IN. THERE WAS A GUY WHO A IN ID IN iCED I WAS A

LITTLE ALlAY FROM FELl SAID TC A FRIEND OF I’.TLIE, “I KNOW THAT GUY. I WiD IN

COLLEGE WITI-I HIM,” I WASN’T SURE, SI-IC IUTLY TBERE lITER, Al-I (‘FEICER, ONE CF THAT

GANG THAT CAME WAS ASSIGNED TO TEES GRE UT’ I WAS IN, HEADQUARTERS

BATTALION. HE SAIDTOI’IE,”OBVIOUSLY YOUKNOWALLTHIESE GUYS. THEY ARE YCUR

SRIIINIDS. IS TIREIRE A MAD NM lED MALLOY TI-iEEE? TEAl-I, AlBERT I L’ILI.DJ. I SAID. “DO

YOU KNOW ANYTHING ABOTJT HIM?” “YEAH, VTHAT DO YOU WANT TO KNOW?’ I SAID,

“WI-LIRE DID HE GO TO COLLEGE?” I-LU HAD BEEN TVTC YEARS AHEAD OF ME AT UNION

CHILE SE. VTH: SE I MIT DID U :.F 5(71* ‘I:lIC CE YER HE GEL ‘DUAHE.O. HE I-AD:’

BEEN A ‘ERY l’LCSII FHII’IND OF THE MAN TI-EAT I FILE:’ GONE TC JNI’lN 111TH. I \[.(5

NEVER A STUISENT, UNIC:N ViAS NEVER A TOI- TIER COLLLGE. : L’LD. “Cl-IEEE, I WET?.. TC

:I’OLLEGI± WITH ELM.” I KNEW HIM, NOT LIKE A BEOTHER, BUT I KNEW HIM VERY WELL.

HE HAD RUSHED ME FOR HIS FRATERNITY AND ALL TI-EAT. IT ‘AC MIlIEU IL AT FOR ME. IT

Wp3 A NATURAL.. I TRIED. TO I:’UT MYSELF IN HIS POSITIIIJ. THE I IIGCLLU I IA’ U

DOWN THERE IN TJNIFOH,J I FL\DITT SEEN I-DM SINCE HE GRADUATED TI-ES LAST JUNE. I

SAID, “I CAANED I-fl LT. MALLOY” AND DID ALL THROUGH THE WAR EXCEPT OlIE DAY

DURING TIRE FIRST MAIL CALL. I HAD’ A LETTER FIROIvI MY I IOTI-IER HIll IEEE TOLD ME

MY BEST FRIEND IN THE WORLD’ HAD BEEN KILLED IRE SENTLY IN TIll ARMY AiR CORPS

FLYING ANTI-SUBMARINE PATRCL OVER THE EAST COAST DOWN IN TEE CARCLINAS. AS

I GOT Ti-i]? STORY, SOME CLOWN PUTTING GASOLINE IN THE PLANE. HE HAD A CREW OF 2

‘DR S. HE SAW TO IT THAT TI-IEY I-AILED CUT AND HE WAS GOING TO TRY TO LAND AND

HE Hi\D A FEW PRtIIEIEIIS. I PAL: TO i.AIIL- TI-US .rTER THAT GETTING OUT OF THE

lu



COCKPIT ON TO THE WIlTO AND THERE WAS SOME MIX UT WITH HIS HARNESS IC WENT

DOWN WITH HIS PLANE. HIS T1 YIN ERG TI-ER WENT DC WN TO IDENTIFY 11Th 1.

I COT TEES LETTER :0115 BOB AZLDT. ,- CLaISICATE AND I REP IEIOIE’:ER, I ‘yc’’

TEDIKINO: 7 .t ICC IC MATTERED. MALLOY “MS a TERRIFIC ELY. I LaD TEaRS

IN MY EYES. I DIDN’T KNOW WHETEER BOB HAD HEARD THAT ONE OF I-ES COLLEGE

CLASSMATES HAD BEEN KILLED, A UNION COLLEGE CLASSRLL\TE, I WENT TO SEE HEM

AND I SAID, “BOB: I CALLED HEM BOB TI-CE EIRST AND ONLY TEl CE. I REST 1. II CE? lEER

SHAICEC WITH REM AlE HIS ART’! C :1 MY SHC UDDER.

AFTEF: THE TENARTJ, I JOINED MALLOY’S PLATC CR MAYBE I-rE ASKED FOR ME,I
DON’T KNOW STI’ )SEDLY, I KNEW SOMETHING ABOUT MACHINE GUNS FF101 I

TRAINENI. I DIDN’T EN 11W I ‘?TAS GOING TO END TO’ IN MACHINE CONS. I JO ND TEAT

EIZZT WAS corn TEE lEO lIE: BATTLE.

YOU KNO, I WAS ASKING- AT LUNCH TODAY. WI-CAT WOULD BE YOUR BALLPARCI

GUESS. WE WERE ON TEE TSLAME FOR 4 MONTHS, HOW MUCH CF THAT TIME DO YOTJ

TIIICCI WE WERE EITEEF:. IN DIRECT C 1’I CE C WITH THE ENEMY, ID: IN a BOMBING RAID

OR SHELLING, OR MAYBE ON A PATE :OL WIIIERE T.IREZ WAS 501GB YIREPOYriR GOING

ON? FRANK, DON’T THINK ELI-IDES STOOD. I MEANT IT TECI—INICALLY, AND HE laiD, “WE

WERE TI-IEEE FOUR MONTH.” I SAID, “BTJT WE WERE NOT III COTIEAT ALL TEE TIME.”

THERE WERE TINES VEFEL WE ‘NEITE BORED TO DEATI-E, OR SC AILED TO DEATH. FE SAlT.’

I CaNT ANSWER TEaT, I DCCT KNC’lY” I SALE, “I NEVER TEL ILCET CEOIT TI-IfS.” YOU

XN’IW, AN AIR RAID IS 3 OR 4 lENUTES. THE ‘ElI-tELLING \ TAS WORSE

NED

DID YOU HAVEEOIvTh SI-ELTERS TI-TAT YOU VENT TI’

LYALL

WE SLED FOXI-COLES. OR YOTJ WOULD BE JUT 0?. A DATNOL OR SONIETICENG. YOU

KNEW IllICIT WERE EC1EIE.:EDC TEE aiRPORT. TI-IL TED :T4 fIlLY DC INSTINCTIVELY:

WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING THAT ARE RIDICLIL.OLTS. WHEN I GOT IN TEE ,ND EL: .70 ON,

SEE LIE TI-ICE BATTLE OF TENACEIL, I WED CUT AND A MAP 71 7 S.E-IOOT1N I- AZIIvILTEE-IS. IL

WERE ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE AIRPORT. THERE WAS A BOMBING RAID. WE DIDN’T

HA’E ‘TERY 000D ANTI-AIRCRaFT I’DVER. IT WAS EARLY IN TEE CADDaIGN. TI-CE
Z_.JtJE.3 “f7E COMING IN LOU,’ aND “ICE HAD A GOOD DAY KNOIY.INC TI-CL C DOWN. YCLT

COULD 1111 lIST lET YOUR : STIlE EU THEM aCID EL - NOCLI EVERY DaY I DON’T

REMEMBER ANY WARNINGS, THEY CAME AND THE CORPOFJ’kL OTT THIS PATROL AND I

11



WERE THERE TOGETHER. WE SAW A BLANKET ON THE GROUND TOWARD THE END CF

THE AIRPORT WHERE IT WAS SORT OF WOODED. WE JUIvLFED Alit) GOT CEE TI-IF RUNWAY.

WE GOT INTO AN AREA I SUPPOSE YOU COUII-DL ‘T SEE TOO WELL FROM THE AIR ‘TE SAW

THLI BLANKET ON THE GROUND. IT WAS A WAIC.1 DRY DAY O-JD WE PICKED DO

GOT UNDER IT. THAT WAS UTTERLY STIJP[D. I MEAN, IT WASN’T DOING ANY ----THERE

WASN’T ANY PROTECTION. FIRST OF ALL, WE WERE BOTH LAYING DIThER. THAT

BLANKET AND CLOSENESS C-AVE A KIND OF SECURITY, THE ELANIIET, LEING COVERED,

HOE ODY !RIULD SEE 1J5 AND DOESN’T MEAN WE WERE ANY SAFER WITH BOMBS

DROPPING. I TRUNK WHEN I TALK ABOUT IT HOW STUPID, FUNNY. YOU KNOW, YOU DO

THINGS, WE WERE LUCKY. THE BOMBS DIDN’T COME NEAR US TEAT DAY, ONE GUY,

JONES IN THE 2’° PLATOON WE DIDN’T HAVE ANY IiqIIvIEDIATE FIRE FIGHTS LIKE AT

TENPAL \‘TI-IEJWE I-VEt) TO A POSITiON EE}LND THE AIRI-IFT. THAT’S ‘C-IFN WE HAD

THE FIRST DAlTGEROUS SI-IELLINC LOIvElIG IN AFTER CHOW,

:A Coot) FDRTION WpLI ‘IUclrEaL1G:.3LE

NED

WERE THOSE JAPANESE SHIPS SHELLING FROM OFF SHORE AND WEFI THEY

ACCURATE WITI—I THEIR AIM’

LYALL

REEL wsrc ThERE. TEE I-lI-DY NIGHT FOR ,e. :-czzz OF HOURS. YOU OCRED ELLA

EVERY ol]E OF THE SHELLS COIvENG LI’. IT WAS FAR VJC RSE TI-L r AIR RAID. PHI-AlL.

WE “7’1ERE A LITTLE WAY FROM THE AIRPORT. THE BORDERS REST DROPPED THEIR

BOMBS AND SCATTERED THEM LIKE THEY WERE IN A HURRY TO GET AWAY OR

S)I..CETHHCG.

I STAYED WITH TI-Cl NIATOONI I DID DC OUT ENPATNICUI. lOCH-A PATE DL.S HI-U

THINGS.

NED

HC:’W LOITG UTERE YOLT

LYALL
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WE WERE CAT J:ZJfpLfjsZ. czz oi 71H
OF ZEE .-CZ IT WAS

LESS TI-IAN A ViLER BEFORE CHRISn.L’C, WE WERE HNALLY TAKEN OFF TI-IL LINE. TI-IL

AIc511 TOOK OVER WHEN WE LEFT 01D ANOTHER TWO MONTH’) BEFORE THEE SLHETE

SZCZRED. WE THEA THERE AN LONG AS THE IAEEN7ES 17Y’ ES21ER

SPE1-IDINE CI-IIIISTMAS DAY ON THE SHIP. WE HAD A SERVICE BECAUSE THEY HATE A

CHAILAIN THERE. VIE WERE ON OUR WAY TO FLIT. WE WERE THERE ABOUT TEN DAYS ON

TI-lEE WAY AND THEY WE WERE ON THEE WAY TO [JESTRALIA. VAlE WEPI IN EEL. IT ASIE

EITHER SHEA OR NAI1DY (H’D) IT WAS ONE CF TI-TO SE SOT EVTHERE IN THE ADMIRALTIES,

I FEb1EIIBER THE TROOPS ARRIVING THERE El TROOPSHIP FROM GUADALCANAL. THE

ENTERPRISE WAS IN THERE. WE V/EKE TOLD THAT THE NAVY WOULD TAKE US OUT TO.

ANY SHIP WE /AlEC’ES TO VISIT. THEY HEY; :LETI-ZSG TC. DO &}.lT’) LHET HF lEECH TO

SET SAIL SOMT.’,T-ZEEE. TECH WERE GETTING SATCHEL ‘JR OR WI-TATE ER. A LIT OF US

GEESE TO VISIT TI-IL ENTER REESE - WE HAD NEVER BEEN All OAEED AN AIRCRAFT CARRIES,

TEE-EAT HAD BEEN HALSEY’S SHIP. HALSEY WAS A HERE TO US. GHORF’EEY F’ICLOSCIHi7

AI’HEZENTLY ‘HAS “‘HL TO PEEK J.FL3E, WE flIGHT DEE SE SORIL.’ El. LIE’ S

WAN ,WE’ RE NOT F ER PANE TI: DC pJçvTtr\J;i UNLESS YOU SESU CE-l.A.

NED

“GIVE IEDI HELL. HE 1’ WE MORALE BTZILDER.

LYALL

I NIH r-p H BElLE BUTT I NIFTiER A.!Bfl4 EN ICERSE*i./. LIlIES- AFUEL HALSEY

RETIRED, I PLC DDT.AEE Jc1 THE AEEM:’RY AT NCRFCLR I ‘;C IIFTITED. HE ‘EEC A

EIHIUNELEE LITTLE- MAN ‘LSST REESE’ HI-U 2’:ThTh.fl,1t’TayY AN I so . zc:
CONCERNED ADM. CTHOFEMEEEY ANT I-LEE FULL OLT OF THE SUPPLY SHIPS AT

GUADALCANAL

FIJI WAS ‘Hi-IEEE’ ‘IL. I-lAD TEES PRACTICE ESANDIN I WE. VEERE AT ESPIRITU SANTO

ON NEW HEBRIDES - WE KNEW WE WERE. GOING TC SENIlE :ACE TO REST AND

RECUPERATE

THAT V/AS NINE MONTHS £THEE GUADALCANAL CAIEIJ3NE AND A LOT CF TEE

EJYS WEE-IT HELLT WE I-L. HE1E’ EEZAlEE. - -z HESEA IS SORT OF A NLEL-NCE.

NED

IT RECUIREED ALL THE TENET.

13



LYALL

VJELL ETJ DID ALD YOU DT’N’T. I EAD A SESJOTJS ATTACK IN ICSTRJCA IN
THE HOSPITAL. OUTSIDE OF UHLEOOE2JE. fl-105 VAL5 A SMAIZ HOSIITAL. MALAISIA TJAI

THE MAIN INJURY. I ALWAYS REMEMBER THE BEAUTIflJL WOM.AII THAT ViSITED SHE

STIFAIDAT EVERY ENDUE BED TI DC SOZE FIlE GOOD. A :zzoz FORE 101 TCUTD

NOT BE UNDERSTOOD.)

TALE ELIDED.

TEANSCT1EZ BY TOREf11’). RV.ES’

‘Th)CEE2 BY M,tRJuRIE IOiJ

Li


