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THIS IS AN ORAL HISTORY GIVEN BY MR. JIM I-IUMPHRIES. A FORMER 2 CLASS IN WORLD WAR II

ASSIGNED TO L.S M 140. HE WAS BORN 29 MAY. 1926. TIlE INTERVIEWER IS MYSELF. DWIGHTGHT D.

DANIEL. AN ORAL HISTORY VOLUNTEER AT THE NIMITZ MUSEUM OF THE PACIFC WAR LOCATED IN

FREDERICKSBURG. TEXAS.

TODAY IS 18 FEBRUARY. 2005. THIS INTERVIEW IS TAKING PLACE AT THE 6O ANNIVERSARY IF

IWO JIMA AT FREDERICKSBURG. THIS INTERVIEW IS IN SUPPORT OF THE CENTER FOR THE PACIFIC WAR

STUDIES WHICH IS THE ARCHIVE FOR THE PRESERVATION OF THIS HISTORiCAL INFORMATION IN THE

NATIONAL MUSEUM FOR THE PACIFIC \VAR. TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE.

THIS TAPE ONE. SIDE A”.

JIM. WOULD YOU LIKE TO SAY SOMETHING TO MAKE SURE THIS TAPE IS WORKiNG?

JIM

I AM VERY HAPPY TO BE HERE AND I THINK THIS iS A GREAT THING YOU ‘\RE DOING

DWIGHT

COOL. WE VERY SELDOM ASKE CANNED QUESTIONS BUT THERE IS ONE QUESTION WE ALWAKYS

ASKED. AND I KNOW YOU WROTE IT DOWN FOR ME, WHEN WERE YOU BORN

JIM

29 MAY, 1926.

DWJG IT

WHO WERE YOUR PARENTS?

JIM

TERRY E. AND COR\ELL\.

DWiGHT

AND YOUR MOTI-LER’S MAiDEN NAME?

JIM

HALL.

DWIGI IT

WI [ERE WERE YOU I3ORV

iIM

‘1IE LITTLE TOWN. KELLY. LOUIS1ANA.

DWI GJ’iT

I L)ONT EVEN KNOW WHERE KELLY IS.

JIM

\OI3ODY DOES. ITS FiFTEEN MILES PROM THE I-IOML OF GEN ERWIN B ERSKJ\I-. (SP?

COMMANDER OF THE .1 MARINE DIVISION ON IW&
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DWIGHT

IS IT NEAR ANYTHING.’

I M

IT’ S ABOUT I-IALF WAY BETWEEN MONROE AND ALEXANDRIA.

DWIGHT

OKAY. I KIND OF KNOW WHERE IT IS REALLY 15 A SMALL TOWN NOW, WE WILL

TALK ABOUT HOW YOU GOT TO TUCSON COuNTRY FROM LOUISIANA LA1’ER ON.

WHAT DID YOUR FATHER DO

JIM

HE WORKED IN A PAPER MILL

DWI Cl-IT

WHAT DID HE DO IN THE PAPER MILL”

JIM

HE WAS A PAINTER. PAINTING EQUILPMENT.

DWIGHT

AND MOM WAS A HOUSEWIFE’ AND A \IOTIIER I lOW MANY BROTHERS AND SISTERS DID YOU

HA VE

JIM

ONE OF EACH..

DWIGHT

DID YOU LIVE IN LOUISIANA MOST OF OU CHILDI JOOD”

JIM

YES.

DWIGIIT

WHERE DID YOU GO TO HIGH SCHOOL’.’

DWIGHT

IN MONROE LOUISIANA.

JIM

[HE BIG CITY

DWIGIIT

YEAH ‘[HAT’S WIIEFUE I LIVED ACTUALLY. I WAS 30R\ IN KELLY BUT LIVED MY WHOLE LIVE IN

MONROE REALLY.

JM

DiD YOL, GRAD[ ATE FOR I{IGI I SCHOOl IN MO\ROE”



DWI GHT

IN THAT ERA. IT VAS UNUSUAL TO HAVE PEOPLE GRADUATE

JIM

WE HAD ELEVEN GRADES WI-lEN I WENT THERE IN LOUISIANA.

DWIGHT

I KNOW, MY FATHER lIE HAD A CHOICE BETWEEN GOING TO JUNIOR HIGH AND GO IN THE

COTTON FIELDS. [-ITS FATHER DECIDED, WE KNOW THE ANSWER TO THAT. HE WENT TO TI-IE COTTON

FIELDS. ITS CALLED :MAKE MONEY FOR TI-JE FAMILY FOLKS’. SO. YOU DID GOOD

LETS SEE ‘26. YOU WERE ABOUT FIFTEEN W}IAN YOU HEAkD ABOUT PEARL HARBOR

JIM

THAT WOULD BE ABOUT RIGHT.

DWIGHT

WHERE \VERE YOU?

JIM

I WAS ON THE LIVING ROOM FLOOR READING THE SUNDAY FUNNiES.

DWIGHI

TI-1ATS A GOOD THING TO DO. STILL DO H1AT IN FACT. HOW 1)10 ‘OU hEAR THAT, ON THE

RADTO’

JIM

ON THE RADiO RIGHT.

DWIGHT

WHAT 1)11) YOU TI-lINK AJ3OL F IT’

JIM

I WAS TOTALLY UNAWARE OF WHA’I WAR REALI.Y vtLA\T I II !OU(Hi IT \VAS EXC[TIN(i

DWIGH1

WAS YOUR FAThER IN \VORLD WAR 1’

JIM

NO. HE BARE1.Y MISSIED IT. I-IL WAS BORN IN 900

DWIGI IT

HE JLST BARELY \4ISSEI) THE DATE.

EM

MY 01 I)ER I3ROTI IER WAS [N WORLI) WAR H

[)W [(il-IT

YOU GRADUATED FROM HIGh I SCI IOOL, I WOULD (LESS ABOUF 943 CORRE( T
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JIM

RIGHT. ON MY 17’” BIRTHDAY I THINK.

DWIGHT

DID YOU JOIN THE MILITARY IMMEDIIATLY?

JIM

WHILE IN SCHOOL. I JOINED THE AIR CORPS AS A RESERVE CADET WAS AWAITING CALL TO

ACTIVE DUTY AND JUST BEFORE MY I8” BIRTHDAY, I RECEIVED A DISCHARGE IN THE MAIL.

ERRONEOUS ENLISTMENT. 20!4() RIGI-IT EYE AND A HEART MURMER AND THEY DiDN’T WANT PILOTS

WITH ALL THAT. SO I WAS DISCHARGED AND WENT DOWN AND JOINED THE NAVY. I HAD TO BEG TO GET

IN THE NAVY WITH THAT HEART MURMER.

DWI GHT

WHY THE NAVY INSTEAD OF MARINES OR ARMY OR ANYTHING LIKE THAT

JIM

A GOOD DRY BED.

DWIGHT

YOU ANSWERED MY QUESTION. I UNDERSTAND PRIORITIES. DiD YOU TELL THE NAVY ABOUT THE

HEART MURMER?

JIM

YES 1 DID AND THE DOCTOR DETECTED IT AT FIRST. lIE TURNED ME DOWN AND i’IIE\ I I3LGGED

AND HE SAID. GO IN THE CORNER AND JUMP UP AND DOWN ON ONE FOOT FOR A HUNDRED COLNT AD

THE OTHER FOOT FOR A HUNDRED COUNT AND COME RACK.” I DID. AND HE PASSEI) ME IT lAD \O

EFFECT. I GUESS.

DWIGHT

EITHER THAT OR THE HEART WAS SO BAD THAT HE DIDN’T CARE ANY MORE. WOW. WHERE I)ID

YOU ACTUALLY JOIN THE NAVY? WAS IT IN MONROE WI lEN YOU TOOK 1IF; OATTi”

JIM

I KNOW I V ENT FOR MY EXAM IN SHREVEPORT BLT I PRO8ABLi DID lOIN IN MONROE.

I)WIGFIT

PROBABLY SHEREVEPORT.

JIM

I’M PRETTY SURE IT WAS ShREVEPORT TF[ATS WhERE IHAD TO GO FORUL PHYSiCAL.

DWIGHT

WHA I)ATE WAS THAi’? DO YOU REMEMBER



I M

I WENT ON ACTIVE DUTY JUNE 2”, l’)44 SO IT WOULD HAVE BEEN LATE MAY. JUST PRIOR TO MY

I& BIRTHDAY. I THINK I WAS IS IN TI-IREE DAYS WHEN I WENT ON ACTIVE DUTY.

D WI GHT

CLOSE ENOUGH. WHERE WAS THE FIRST PLACE YOU VENT WHEN YOU JOINED?

JIM

CAMP WALLACE. TEXAS FOR BOOT CAMP. YOU NEVER HEARD OF IT.

DWIGHT

THAT’S OUTSIDE OF HOUSTON.

JIM

RIGHT. NEAR HITCHCOCK. TEXAS. TEN THOUSAND OF US \VENT THROUGH THERE AND I ‘VU ONLY

MET ONE OTHER AMONG THE TEN THOUSAND.

DWIGHT

THE ONLY REASON I KNOW THAT IS BECAUSE I VOLUNTEER FOR 11IE TEXAS MILITARY FORCE

MUSEUM AT CAMP MABRY.

JIM

THE SUMMER OF 44.

DWIGHT

I KNOW HOUSTON, WHAT TOWN IS IT NEAR?

JIM

HITCHCOCK.

DWIGHT

I DON’T KNOW WHERE HITCHCOCK IS. WI IAT TOWN IS IT NEAR’

JiM

IT IS NEAR ALVIN.

DWIGHT

OH, I KNOW WHERE ALVIN IS. VOL MEAN. THEY HAD A \ITLITARY PL&CE THERL

1M

YES. IT WAS AN ABANDONED ARM NATIONAL GUARD POST

DW[Gi-iT

OH. THAT’S RIG 11.

JiM

THEY BROUGHT IT 10 LIFE FOR lEN ‘I’HOL SAND OF [S
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DWIGHT

SEEMS KIND OF STRANGE TO HAVE A NAVY BASE NEAR HOUSTON.

JIM

WELL. IT WAS NEAR THE GULF FOR SWIMMING LESSONS. NEAR GALVESTON.

DWIGHT

HOW LONG WERE YOU AT CAMP WALLACE’

JIM

TWELVE WEEKS.

DWIGHT

SO YOU HAD BOOT CAMP THEN. MARINE INSTRUCTORS, WE HD IT WAS A TRIAL PROGRAM. TOO

MANY AMPHIBIOUS SAILORS HAD BEEN KILLED. STRANDED ASHORE AND COULDN’T DEFENT

THEMSELVES SO THEY GAVE US HAND TO I-lAND COMBAT TRAINING SO. IF WE GOT STRANDED ASHORE.

WE COULD DEFEND OURSELVES AND HAVE A FIGHTING CHANCE.

DWIGHT

YOU SAY YOU HAD MARINE DRILL ‘????‘!

JIM

YEAH.

DWIGHT

WHEN YOLJWENTTOCAMPWALLACL DIDYOU KNOWYOL WERE (ONUTO 13E INAMPIII[31OLS?

JIM

YEAII.

DWIGHT

DID YOU HAVE ANY Cl 101(1?

NO. ACTUALLY, 11)11) NOT AT THAT T1MT.. BUT WE ALL WERE THE WHOLE TEN TIIOLSANI) OF US

\VERE IN AMPI-IIBTOUS BUT. WE WEREN’T AWARE OF IT.

DWIGHT

THAT’S WHY YOUR BOOT CAMP WAS SO LONG AND SO RIGOROUS.

JIM

NOT SO MUCH AS A MOVIE INTl-lOSE TWELVE WEEKS.

DWIGHT

I (‘AN BELIEVE THAT. THE PREVIOUS PERSON HAl) ONLY LIKE FIVE WEEbS OF BOOT CAMP. Iii

HAD A REALLY 1-IJG1I NIATI{ SCORE THEY SAID, WE. NEED ELECTRICAL PEOPLE A\I) THEY SENT PEOP[.E

TO THE UNIVERSITY OF KA\SAS.



JIM

THEY OFFERED ME THE UNIVERSITY OF INDIANA FOR 16 WEEKS. I BELIEVE IT WAS RADIO

SCHOOL BECAUSE I DID WELL ON MORSE CODE. I TURNED IT DOWN FOR MOTOR MACHiNIST. DIESEL

MECHANIC IN GULFPORT MISSISSIPPI. IT TURNED OUT TO BE FULL SO I WENT TO SEA INSTEAD.

DWIGHT

LET ME EXPLAIN THE CONCEPT OF MILITARY, WHEN THEY OFFER IT TO YOU. iT’S PRETTY GOOD

TO WAIT FOR A BETTER ONE. THATS WHY I WAS AN OFFICER.

YOU MISSED OUT ON THE UNIVERSITY OF INDIANA. WHICH WAS A

JIM

A RADIO SCHOOL.

DWIGHT

A REAL GOOD DEAL.

JIM

TOP OUT OF THE CLASS. TOP RADIO SCHOOL. TOP OUT OF THERE AND WENT TO RADAR SCHOOL. I

COULD HAVE SERVED OUT MY NAVY TIME GOING TO SCHOOL.

DWIGHT

WE’LL LET YOU SLIDE PAST THAT ONE. BOTH MY PARENTS TOLD ME ABOUT ‘T}IINGS LIKE IF AN

OPPORTUNITY LOOKS REALLY GOOD AND IT REALLY [S. DONT WATT AROUND FOR A SECOND

OPPORTUNITY. THE MiLiTARY IS NOT GRATEFUL. YOU EITHER TAKE IT OR DON’T TAKE IT BUT, DO

SOMETHING.

YOU LEARNED THAT THE HARD WAY. WHERE DID YOU GO AFTER CAMI WALLACE9

JIM

I WENT TO CAMP MACARTHUR [N CALIFORNIA. EAST OF OAKLAND, A RECEIVING STATION. THEN

FROM THERE TO CAMP ELLIOT IN SAN DIEGO. I WAS TRANSFERRED TO THIS LSM 40 IN SAN DIEGO THEY

HAD COME THROUGH TFIE PANAMA CANAL.

DWIGHT

THE QUESTION 1 HAD FOR YOL, Wi-[E\ YOU WERE IN ROOT CAMP. I REALIZE A PERSON FROM

LOUISIANA WOULD’NT KNOW WHAT A LSM WAS FROM . DID THEY START INTRODUCiNG THOSE P0

YOU AT BOOT CAMP?

JIM

NO. NO SHiPS Al ALL IN BOOT CAMP NO SH[PRORD TRAINING AT ALL. KNOT SCHOOL WE

LEARNED [lOW TO TIE KNOTS.
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DWIGHT

TIIAT’S INTERESTING. WHEN DID YOU FIND OUT WHAT A LSM WAS”

JIM

WHEN I STEPPED ABOARD IT FOR DUTY.

DWIGHT

THE MILITARY HASN’T CHANGED ANY IN 5(1 YEARS.

JIM

I HAD NO IDEA WI-IAT IT WAS

DWIGHT

YOU KNEW YOU COULD DO AMPHIBIOUS WARFARE BY THIS TIME OR NOT?

JIM

YES. AT THAT TIME. I DID REALIZE WHAT I WAS INTO.

DWIGHT

ND THAT’S BECAUSE YOU SAW A LO MORE MARINES AND YOU SAW A LOT OF OTHER PEOPLE

TOO’?

JIM

YEAH. WE DID.

DWIGHT

THE MARINES WERE GIViNG YOU LOTS OF GUIDANCE ABOLT HOW TO DO TII1MIS?

JIM

YEAH.

DWIGHT

WI IAT WAS LSM LIKE BEFORE YOU GOT THERE?

JIM

IT WAS FAiRLY NEW. IT HAD JUST BEEN COMMISSIONED IN CHARLESTON. SOuTH (‘ROL[\A ANT)

I-{AD COME THROUGI-I THE CANAL. IT HAD SEEN NO DUTY.

DWIGHT

IT SHOULD HAVE BEEN A NICE CLEAN SHIP WHEN YOU GOT ON..

JIM

YES iT WAS IWO TOOK CARE OF TI IAT.

DWICI IT

I U\SERSTAN[) TI I \T. MINOR DETAIl,. WI IAT WAS YOUR JOB WHEN YOU FIRST GOT THERE?

JIM

I WAS A FIREMAN 2 CLASS. I \VAS JUST A HELPER IN THE ENGINE ROOM.
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DWIGHT

WELL. THAT’S GOOD TRAINING. WHAT DO THEY CALL IT IN THE MILITARY? NOT ENGINEERS,

JIM

THEY CALLED IT THE BLACK GANG.

DWIGHT

WHO CARRIES THE ACTUAL LAW? WHO RUNS THE ENGINES?

JIM

MOTOR MACHINISTS. I WAS A HELPER FOR THE MOTOR MACHINISTS, OR ELECTRICIAN. IT WAS

ALL THE ENGINEERING DIVISION REALLY.

DWIGHT

SO. YOU GOT THIS SHIP BASICALLY AT THIS BASE JUST OUTSIDE SAN DIEGO. THEN WHERE DID

YOU GO?

JIM

WE WENT UP THE COAST TO SAN FRANCISCO, PiCKED UP A LOAD AND WENT TO PEARL HARBOR.

DWIGHT

DO REMEMBER ABOUT WHAT TIME THAT WAS?

JIM

NO. 1T WAS LAT1 TN 1944. WE WERE IN HAWAII FOR CHRISTMAS.

DWIGI-IT

OH REALLY. WHERE WERE YOU WI-lEN YOL OFF LOADED IN HAWAII” WAS IT IN IiO\OLULL?

JIM

IT WAS ACLALLY IN PEARL HARBOR. OUT NEAR PEARL CITY. THERE WERE ThREE LOCKS THERE.

THEY CALLED THEM LOCKS. EAST LOCK. I THINK.

DWIGHT

BUT YOU WERE AT PEARL. SHORE LEAVE?

MM

NOPE. L[BER1’Y A COUPLE OF TIMES. ENOUGH TO GET TIlE TATTOO. IN HO\OLLLL.

DWIGHT

WHAT WAS TI-TAT LIKE OR A KID FROM KELLY, OUT SIDE IHE WORLD?

JIM

I DON’T TI-lINK I HAD EVER VENTURED AS FAR AS TEXAS.

I)W1GI IT

IT WAS AMAZING WHAT WORLI) WAR II T)ID. HOW I)[D YOU LIKE HONOLULL’

JIM

I LIKED IT VERY MUCH. 10



DWIGHT

WHEN YOU WERE THERE. DJDYOU STAY ON THE SHIP’ I GUESS YOU COULDN’T GET TO THE

HOTEL.

JIM

WE COULD JUST CO FOR A FEW HOURS ON LLBERTY.

DWIGHT

BETTER THAN NOTHNG THOUGH. NOW, WE OFFLOAD OUR CARGO. IT’S CHRISTMAS. I ASSUME

THE FOOD WAS PRETTY DAMN GOOD BY THIS POINT. I DON’T KNOW ABOUT LSMs. DID THEY HAVE

THEIR OWN GALLIES ON THEM?

JIM

YES. WE DID. TWO COOKS.

DWIGHT

HOW WERE YOUR COOKS’

JIM

GREAT. ONE TURNED OUT TO BE OUR HERO

DWIGHT

WE’LL TALK ABOUT TI-TAT. DIDVT KNOW IF THE [SM HAD TIIEIR OWN COOKS OR NOT.

JIM

A VERY SMALL GALLY.

DWIGHT

AND THEY WERE GOOD COOKS. THATS WHAT MATTERS THE \1EALS WERE HOT AND

NOURISI-TING AND GOOD.

JIM

RIGHT.

DWIGHT

YOU LEFT PEARL JUST AFTER (1IRISTMAS?

JIM

BY NEW YEAR’S \VE LEFT THE ISLANDS TRAINING \IARINHS 1iI1. AMFRACKS. WHATEVER THEY

CALLED THEM.

DWIGHT

DID YOU CARRY L V T s ON TFIE WHAT DI D YOU CARRY”

JIM

TRATS WHAT WE CARRIED THAT’S THE ONLY MILITARY EQL;IPM[\’F WE CARRIEL) FOR OLE

FIGH1’I\G VEHICLES. THAT IS \OT WHAT WE FOOK TO IWO.
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DWI GHT

BASICALLY, YOU CARRIED THE L V T’s AND YOU LAUNCHED THEM ONTO THE SHORES.

JIM

IN HAWAII. WE PICKED THEM UP AT SEA TOO. THEY COULD COME ABOARD. THAT’S WHEN WE

REPAID THE MARINES FOR BEING UGLY TO US. WE WOULD LOWER THE RAMP INTO THE WATER BUT NOT

DEEP ENOUGH SO THEY WOULD TAKE A TUMBLE. THEY WANTED TO KILL US.

DWIGHT

THE FUNNY THING. AFTER YOU DO THAT A COUPLE OF TIMES. BOTH SIDES GET REAL MELLOW.

OK. YOU TRAINED WITH THEM. DO YOU REMEMBER WHERE YOU TRAINED

JIM

IT WAS ON THE BIG ISLAND. THAT’S ALL I KNOW. I KNOW ALL THE YANKEES ABOARD WENT

CRAZY BECAUSE THEY SAW SNOT UP ON THE MOUNTAIN. IT DIDN’T MEAN MUCH TO TFIIS SOUTHERN

BOY.

DWIGHT

NOW. A QUESTION FOR YOU. YOU TRAIN WITH THESE GUYS TO BEGIN THE NEW YEAR. THEN.

WHAT HAPPENS

JIM

SHORTHLY AFTER. WE PICKED UP OIJR LOAD FOR IWO, WI-IICH WAS A CRANE A BULLDOZER A

CHERRY PICKER. A BIG SIX BY TRUCK. THAT TYPE EQUIPMENT FOR BUILDFNG THE LANDING STRIPS

DWIGHT

YOU GOT THE CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT

JIM

TI-HZ MARINES WE CARRIFI), A COMPLMENT OF MARINES, PROBAT3LY IN THE NEIGI-IBORIIOOI) OF

FORTY FIVE WERE CALLED “PIONEERS”. Ti-1EY WERE THE EQUIVILENT OF ARMY ENGINEERS THEY WERE

SEABEES, CALLED PIONEERS.

DWIGHT

THEY ARE THE GUYS THAT WERE THERE FIRST IN TO BU[LD EVERTIII\G. DON’T I3LILD WITH

HEAVY EQUIPMENT BECAUSE THAT’S LNAMERICAN ANI) THE LAST ONES OLT. [ALMOST GOT [VI 0 THE

COMBAT ENGINEERS. I U1DERSTANT) THE CONCEPT.

JIM

THE TWO PIECES OF EQLIPMENT THAT WE CARRIED WERE VERY IMPORTANT. ONE WAS A LITTLE

QUARTER TON TRACKED VEI JICLE. IT WAS VERY VALUABLE.

DWIGI IT

Oil. YOU ACTUALLY HAD ONE OF THOSE 1’HiNG. WE’LL I IAVE T TALK ABOUT IT.
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JIM

IT WAS VERY VALUABLE IN THE BATTLE. IT IS THE ONLY PIECE OF EQUIPMENT THAT WAS

USEABLE THAT WE TOOK OVER THERE. ALL THE REST SANK ON THE BEACH IN THE VOLCANIC ASH.

DWI GHT

THAT WAS BECAUSE THE WEASEL WAS SO LIGHT WEIGHT.

JIM

RIGHT. EXACTLY

DWIGHT

OUR MUSEUM HAS ONE.

JIM

IT VAS FAST. THEY SHOVELED AMMO TO THE FRONT. IT WAS INVALUABLE. THE OTHER PIECE OF

EQUIPMENT WE TOoK. \VAS ROLLS OF THE MATTING FOR LANDING STRIPS. THAT S WHAT GOT US iNSIDE

ON D-DAY, JUST ON THE BEACH ON D-DAY THEY NEEDED IT DESPERATELY. WE DIDT LNLOAI) IT D

DAY. WE DID THE DAY AFTER. D+ I.

WE HAD A COUPLE OF ROLLS OF THAT MATS.

DWIGHT

NOW. LETS TALK ABOUT THIS. YOU NOW 1-IAVE ALL THIS EQUIPMENT. YOU OBVIOLSLY KNOW

WHERE IT IS GOING TO GO. WHEN DID YOU FIND OUT YOU WERE GOING TO IWO?

JIM

AT FIRST, WE WENT TO ENIWETOK. I THINK. ThEN DOWN TO SA[PAN. I BELIEVE IT WAS SAIPAN

OR GUAM. I BELIEVE WHEN WE LEFT TF{ERE. IS WHEN WE LEARNED. IWO. WE \VERE EN RQLTE TO ISO. OF

COURSE, WE ONLY TRAVELED ABOUT 10 KNOTS SO IT TOOK US WEEKS TO GET ANWHERE IT TOOK US

TWO WEEKS TO FROM SAN FRANCISO TO HAWAII.

DWIGHT

ABOUT HOW BIG WAS THE LCM?

JIM

TWO HUNDRED AND THREE FEET.

DWIGHT

LONG. DO YOU WANT TO GUESS HOW WIDE IT WAS’

JIM

ABOUT THIRTY. I WOULD THINK. IT WAS A.\ OPEN DECK T WAS A SEAGOING TRUCK. FLT

BOTTOM. WE CALLED IT A FLOATING BATHTUB.

DWIGHT

A NECESSARY TIlING YOL NEED



JIM

FIVE MEDIUM TANKS OR THREE HEAVY TANKS WE COULD CARRY.

DWIGI-IT

NOW, LET’S TALK ABOUT THIS. DID THEY TELL YOU GUYS WHY AMERICA OR THE MARINES WERE

GOING TO TAKE IWO?

JIM

NO. WE HAD NO IDEA. JUST KNEW WE WERE GOING TO SOME ISLAND.

DWIGHT

I ASKED THAT AGAIN BECAUSE SOME OF THE COMMANDERS TO THE MARINES ABOUT THE AIR

FORCE B-29’s.

JIM

I’LL TELL YOU SOMETHING YOU MIGHT WANT TO TOUCH ON LATER. I WENT TO A DEDICATION IN

TUSCON. THE ‘?‘?‘? MUSEUM. THE 330’ BOMB GROUP. 29’s. DEDiCATED A PLAQUE OF GRATITUDE TO THE

MARINES FOR TAKING IWO. I HAVE THAT IN MY OTHER P\CKET, A PICTURE OF THAT THING. FROM

MARCH 41, 45 UNTIL THE END OF THE WAR. WHICH WAS LATE IN ‘45. OVER 2,40() B-29’s MADE

EMERGENCY LANDINGS ON IWO, CARRYING OVER 25.000 k[RMEN IN A PERIOI) OF SIX MONTHS. I

ACTUALLY WITNESSED THE FIRST B-29 LANDING. THE “D)’ 1 AII7i’ ft’oRIucT2?). ON MARCH

DWIGHT

YOU ARE DOING IT FOR ME. YOU kRE GETTING AHEAD OF ME.

JIM

I I)ID MY HOMEWORK. THEN FORGOT TO BRING IT.

DWIGHT

I’LL ‘TALK FOR HOURS NOW. YOU GOT ME I’LRNED ON. WHEN DID YOU FiRST SEE [\VO?

JIM

D-DAY MORNING. WE ARRIVED AI3OL’I’ 400 AM. ALL VvE COLLD SEE WAS ‘I{E BOMBARDMENT

WAS UNDER WAY THE BATTLESHIPS AND CRUISERS. I GUESS.

DWIGFIT

WAS THE BOMBARDMENT IMI’RESSIVE’.’

JIM

VERY WE WERE EXCITED BUCALSIE WEE SAIl). AN &NT COULDN’T BE ALIVE kFTER TillS. WE

KNEW THAT IT HAD BEEN BOMBED BY AIR FORCE FOR A LONG PERIOD BEFORE. WE WERENT WORRIED

AT ALL.

DWIGHT

\VF[EN DID YOU HIT THE ISLAND? 14



JiM

1428 HOURS.

D WI GHT

YOU KNEW THIS’

JIM

YEAH. I HAD TO LOG IN.

DWIGHT

MORE IMPORTANLY. YOU LANDED ABOUT 6 OR 7 HOURS AFTER THE INTIAL STRJKE.

JIM

I THINK THE INITIAL WAS 9:00 AM, SOMETHING LiKE THAT. ABOUT FIVE HOURS INTO IT.

FOR THAT MATTER. WE WOULDN’T HAVE GONE IN FOR DAYS WITHOUT THAT MATTiNG,

DWIGHT

WE WANT TO START GETTING INTO THIS. TELL ME ABOUT THE BLACK SAND.

JIM

ONE MARINE SAID IT WAS LIKE TRYING TO WALK IN A BAG OF OATS. TFIATS A PRETTY GOOD

DESCRIPTION. YOU TAKE A STEP FORWARI) AND HALF WAY BACK. YOU GO IIALF WAY UP TO YOU KNEES

AND THERE WAS ABOUT A 45 DEGREE ANGLE. YOU JUST COULDN’T MAKE ANY PROGRESS AT ALL. I

VIVIDLY REMEMBER GOING INTO TI-IE BEACH. WHAT I SAW. MARINES IN THE WATER ‘I’IiRESI-IING ABOUT.

WOUNDED AND A FEW FLOATING DEAD. THE LIVE ONES WERE. THIS WAS PROBABLY FIVE FEET AT 45

DEGREE ANGLE. THEIR FEET WERE ACTUALLY IN THE WATER. ThEY WERE FIGHTING TIlE ENEMY THEY

WERE P1NNEl) DOWN.

DWIGHT

WI) AT BEACH DID YOU GUYS LAND ON’?

JIM

BEACH TWO. WHICH IS TIlE THiRD BEACH I)OWN FROM MT. SURIBACIH I HAVE I’HAI IN MY

PACK

DWIGHT’

I HAVE HEARD HORROR STORiES ABOUT HOW DTFICLLT II’ IS TO WALK \VITI) ALL Ti-IL WEIG) IT OF’

THE EQLIPMENT. TELL ME ABOUT WHEN YOU LAND. WHAT HAPPENED?

JIM

IT PROBABLY SUNK IN THIS VOLACANIC ASH. I hAVE PICTLRLSOF1IIAI’ IN MY C’\R

DWIGHT

DO YOU REALLY?
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JIM

YEAH. I HOPE YOU HAVE A COPY OF THAT FOR THE NIMITZ MUSEUM ALL YOUR EQUiPMENT

EXCEPT THAT WEAZEL WENT DOWN DID YOU GUYS TRY TO RETRIEVE IT’?

JIM

IT WAS OF NO VALUE. IT WAS BEACH LITTER. IT GOT TO THE POINT AFTER A COUPLE OF DAYS.

WE ACTUALLY HAD TROUBLE FINDING AN OPEN SPOT ON THE BEACH TO BEACH THE SHIP. WE HAD TO

GO UP AND DOWN THE BEACH TO FIND A SPOT BIG ENOUGH TO GET IN THERE.

DWIGHT

BECAUSE OF ALL THE LITTER. I HEARD THAT AND I FIAVE SEEN PICTURES OF IT. YOU ARE THE

FIRST GUY I HAVE TALKED TO ABOUT THAT. WHAT DID THAT DO TO YOUR TIMETABLE. JUST GOING UP

AND DOWN THE BEACH TRYING TO FIND A SPOT9

JIM

THAT. I COULDN’ ‘T ANSWER.

DWIGHT

BOY. THAT HAD TO SCREW UP A LOT OF THINGS. WHEN YOU L\NDED YOU EQUIPMENT AND

WATCHED IT SINK. HOW ABOUT THE WEASEL. LETS TALK ABOUT IT.

JIM

IT DID NOT SiNK. IT WAS PRETTY WIDE TRACKED. YOU SAY YOU 1-IAVE ONE. IT IS A QUARTER

TON VEHICLE. IT DIDNT EVEN ATTEMPT TO SINK. MAYBE AN iNCH OR TWO.

DWIGHT

EVEN THEN. THERE WERENT TOO MANY WEASELS OUT THERE.

JIM

THAT’S THE ONLI ONE I EVER SAW.

DWIGHT

YOU WERE LUCKY THEN. BASICALLY TIIIZN. YOU ARE TRYING TO TELL ME THEN, YOU MOVEI)

EVERYTHING WITH A WEASEL.

JIM

TAJ<1NG AMMO TO Ti-{E FRONT. I GUESS iT WAS THE HELP THEY NEEDED UP THERE WE COULD

SEE IT. THE JSLAND WAS AT AN ANGLE IT WAS DAWN AND OFFSHORE EVEN WE WERE\T IN THERE.

WE COULD SEE IT. IT WAS LIKE A SI lOW GOING ON OVER THERE. WE COULD SEE Ti IAT WEASEL RUNNiNG

I3ACK AND FORTH.

DV IGEIT

WHEN YOU WOULD GO BACK TO RELOAD’

JIM

TO CARGO SHIPS.
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DWIGHT

THEN. YO(i WOULD GO OUT TO MEET MR. WEASEL SOMEWHERE’?

JIM

RIGHT. THEN ALL THE MARINES WE CARRIED WERE TRANSFERRED WERE SENT TO THE

FRONT BECAUSE THEY HAD NO EQUIPMENT TO OPERATE WITH SO. THEY WERE USED AS FIGHTING

MARINES. MOST OF THEM GOT KILLED. THE ONES WHO SURVIVED WOULD COME DOWN TO THE BEACH

Wi-lEN THEY SAW US AT THE BEACH AND GIVE US UPDATES.

THEY WERE ABOARD MY SHIP PROBABLY UP TO SIX WEEKS MAYBE. WE WERE PRETTY WELL

AQUAINTED.

DWIGHT

WHAT WAS THE JAPANESE FIRE LIKE AT THiS TIME WHEN YOU LANDED? INTENSE’

JIM

VERY. WE MADE A POWER RUN TO THE BEACH AT TWO TF11RDS AHEAD ON THE SHIP TO DRIVE IT

UP ON THE SHORE. WE HIT IT AND IT WAS A PRETTY GOOD JOLT TO DRIVE IT UP. THEY WAITED UNTIL

THE SI-UPS WOULD GET INTO TI-US POWER RUN AND YOU WERE TOTALLY hELPLESS. THEN THEY OPENED

WITH CROSSFIRE WITH 30 CALIBER MACHINE GUNS. THEY USED FIOLLOW NOSED. ABOUT EVERY THiRD

ROUND WAS A DUM-DUM, WE CALLED THEM. THEY REALLY MADE A MESS OF A GUY. WE HAD ONE

OFFICER KILLED. ONE OFFICER WOUNDED AND NINE ENLISTED MEN WOUNDED IN SEVEN MINLTES ON

D-DAY. THE FIRST TIME WE HIT THE BEACH. THEY MOWED US DOWN GOOD.30 CALIBER MACHINE GUN

CROSS FIRE AND HEAVY MORTAR FIRE.

DWIGHT

DID YOU ACTUALLY GET I-UT BY A MORTAR

JIM

YES, WE HAD WOUNDED FOR MORTAR SHRAPNEL

DWIGHT

HOW MANY RUNS DID YOU MAKE INTO THE BEACH.

JIM

TOTAL? I NEVER COUNTED IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD OF TWENTY. IT WAS A BUNCH ‘\S SOON .\S

THEY COULD RELOAD US OUT AT THE SIIIPS. WE I1\D THAT OPEN T.NK DECK SO WITH THE CRANES.

THEY WOULD DROP IT IN AND AWAY WE WOULD GO WE CARRiED. I REMEMBER. CLOTHING. BOXES or

MARINE UNIFORMS. WHICH WERE VALUAJ3LE BECAUSE THEY WERE PRETTY SCRUFFY AFTER k COUPLE

OF DAYS. WE CARRIED FOOD. C-RATIONS. WIIICII WE GAVE OUR FOOD TO ThE MARINES. mAE S WHY I

SAY, OUR COOK WAS A HERO. ONE OI THE NiNE WOUNDED ENLISTEI) MEN WAS THE SECOND COOK.

WHICh-I LEFT US ONE AND THE GUY WORKED AROUND THE CLOCK \VHEN THAT WAS NECESSARY TO

(“00K FOR THE MARINES. WE WOULD GO ASHORE AND GA1]’IER THEM 10 COME IN. ,\NI) SHOWERS.,

THEIR SHAVING CEkR. WE \1ADE THEM HUMAN AGAIN. 7



DWIGHT

THArS A GOOD DEAL. I HOPE THAT COOK GOT SOMETHING FOR THAT.

JIM

THE WORD GOT OUT TO THE MARINES. WHEN THEY WOULD SEE THE LINES FORMING. THEY

WOULD GO DOWN THERE AND GET SOMETHING HOT. DRY UNIFORMS.

DWIGHT

YOU ARE LIKE SANTA CLAUS.

JIM

THE MARINES DID REALLY APPRECIATE IT.

DWIGHT

IF YOU HAVE NOT BEEN IN THE MILITARY. PEOPLE DONT UNDERSTAND WHAT FOOD MEANS. I

HAVE EATEN C-RATIONS. MREs BUT I DON’T CARE A CUP OF COFFEE. IT’S HOT. WHAF MATTERS.

JIM

ARE YOU AWARE THIS \1OLCANIC ASH WAS HOT’ I MEAN. ACTUALLY HOT. THE MARINES WOULD

TAKE C-RATIONS. THE CAN. DIG ABOUT SIX INCH HOLES. BURY IT A FEW MINLTES AND HAVE HOT

CHOW.

DWIGHT

I HAD 1-IEARD THAT. I DIDNT KNOW IF IT WAS TRUE OR NOT.

JIM

YES. IT’S TRUE. THEY ALSO.. THERE WERE PITS OR LITTLE POOLS OF WATER. SL1..PHER. [T

SMELLED TERRIBLE. BUT THEY WOULD TAKE ThEIR I300TS OFF AND SOAK i’[tEIR FEET IN SI. LPJIER

WATER. IT WAS WARM. THE WATER ITSELF WAS HOT. STEAM ROSE FROM THE WATER.

DWIGHT

AT LEAST. THEY HAD HOT C-RATIONS.

JIM

YEAH. THE CANNED ME T THEY COULD EAT. IT WAS PRETTY HOT. IT WAS [TOT TO YOUR FEET TO

WALK WITH SHOES. IN SPOTS. IT WASNT THAT WAY AL1 OVER IT WAS LIKE A MOONSCAPE. IT DIDN’T

SEEM EARTHLY AT ALL.

DWIGHT

HOW LONG DII) YOUR WEASEL SURVIVE THIS WHOLE MESS

JIM

I DO NOT KNOW BUT I K\OW FOR WEEKS IT WAS STiLL GOING. IT WAS GOING PRETTY FAST.

THAT THING COULD DO ABOUT SIXTY 0_N DRY LAND.



DWI GHT

SO. IT WAS A HAPPY CAMPER. THAT IS AMAZING. I DIDNT KNO\V ABOUT IWO. I READ THAT THE

MARINES SOME OTHER PLACE WERE MADLY iN LOVE WITH THAT WEASEL.

JIM

IT WAS A GREAT MACHINE. FANTASTIC. THEY TOOK IT ASHORE ON 1 1-IE WAY TO IWO FOR A

MARINE OFFICER ABOARD. I BELIEVE THAT WAS AT GUAM. WE WERE ANCHORED OFF OUT THERE. HE

TOOK IT ASHORE AND GOT DRUNK AND CAME BACK. HE ALMOST BROKE HIS LEG ON OUR DECK.

DWIGHT

WE WERE GOING TO TALK ABOUT A WHOLE BLNCI-I OF THINGS. LETS GET BACK TO SOME OF THE

OTHER STUFF I NEED TO ASK YOU ABOUT.

HOW LONG DID YOU RUN THIS INTO TIlE BEACH. BACK AND I’ORTH?

JIM

FROM FEBRUARY 19 “UNTIL MARCH 2)

DWIGHT

SO. YOU WERE THERE FOR THE WHOLE DEAL. DIDNT REALIZE ThAT,

JIM

I BELIEVE THEY DECLARED IT SECIJRE EARLY. I THINK IT ACTUALLY ENDED ABOUT MARCH 26.

DWIGHT

YOU WERE THERE FOR THE WHOLE THENG. VERY FEW SHIPS DII) THAI. ONLY THE A\IPHIBIOUS

GUYS DID THAT. YOU GUYS MUST HAVE BEEN WORKING REALLY HARD.

JIM

WE WERE THE WORK hORSES EVERYTHING CIIEY USED. WE CARRIED. JLST EVERY1IIING. ThIURE

WERE THiRTY OF US. I S M s. ACTUALLY THIRTY ONE AT THE ENE). .\NOThFR CAME LATE.

DWIGHT

THE MARINES LEARNED A LOT. A LOT AT TARAWA. THEY LEARNED THE HARI) WAY AN[) THEY

LEARNED THOSE L V T s ARE A GOD SEND THEY LEARNED ThAT TillS NONSENSE OF TRYING TO

OFFLOAI) TO SOME KIND OF SHIP AND THAT SHIP OFFLOA[) To MARINES IS KENI) OF S1’LJPID. YOU NEED

TO SAY, OFFLOAD TO A SHIP A\D SOMEhOW GET ‘ DIRECI’LY 10 TIlE BEACH WHERE THE “vi \R1NIS

ARE. WITH THE L S Ms AND THE LITTLE WEASELS

JIM

WE WERE A SEAGOING TRUCK DELI VERY TRUCK.

DWIG I IT

YOU SAID YOU CARRIE I) FOOD. AMMO. WHAT ELSE?

.IIM

I REMEMBER WE BROACHED ON THE [lEACH NOI TOUCHING WATER. HALF THE I.OAD WAS FIFTY
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FIVE GALLON DRUMS OF AVIATION FUEL. THE OTHER HALF WAS FIVE HUNDRED POUND BOMBS. WE

WERE DELIVERING THAT. THAT WAS TO BE USED BY THE ARMY AIR FORCE. FOR P-5[s. MUSTANGS THAT

WERE FLYING ESCORT FOR THE B-29’s. WE WERE SITTING HIGH AND DRY FOR SOME TIME. I COULD LOOK

AT THE LOG BOOK AND TELL. IT WAS OVERNIGHT. THERE WAS OF COURSE. A SMOKE SCREEN AS THERE

ALWAYS WAS. sO. VE COULDN’T SEE ANYTHING BUT WE COULD HEAR THE JAPANESE PLANES

OVERHEAD, THE ENGINES AND HEAR THE BOMBS FALLING AND BURSTING. ALL WE COULD SEE WAS

WHITE.. THE SMOKE SCREEN. AND RED. WE WOULD GET A BRILLIANT RED. SOME FEW SHIPS HAD RADAR

CONTROLLED GUNS AND OUR ORDERS FIRE IN THE DIRECTION OF TRACERS. YOU TELL THAT TO A

BUNCH OF CRAZY SAILORS AND YOU GOT A SKY FULL OF RED.

DWIGHT

HOW DID YOU FINALLY GET OFF?

JIM

ALL THE TUGS TFIEY HAD WORKED ON US. I THINK THERE WERE FIVE. A COUPLE OF PRETTY

GOOD SIZED ONES AND THREE LITTLE ONES. THEY HAD TO SEESAW US OFF. THEY TRIED TO PULL BUT.

THAT WOULDN’T WORK SO ONE PULLED AND THE OTHER SLACKED OFF. WE REALLY PLOWED INTO

THAT. TRYING TO GET AWAY WITH THAT LETHAL LOAD. WHEN THAT AIR RAID STARTED.

DWIGHT

YOU HAD TO SEESAW THINGS OFF WiTH TI-lOSE BIG TUGS BEFORE YOU BURIED YOURSELVES.

JIM

YEAH. WE WERE ON 1’RERE PRETTY GOOD.

DWI GHT

LET’S CONTINUE TO GO THROUGH HERE NOW. I’VE IIEARD THAT fILE SIZE OF THE INVASION

FLEET WAS REALLY MASSIVE AND VERY [MMPRESSIVE DID TI-EAT IMPRESS A LITTLE BOY FROM

LOUISIANA?

JIM

TI-IERE WERE OVER EIGHT HUNDRED SHiPS OUT THERE IS WHAT I HEARD. ONE 01’ THESE

PICTURES TIIAT I HAVE. YOU CAN SEE ‘EM. JUST ALMOST SOLID SHIPS. TillS ONE PICTUE IS EXCELLENT.

IT HAS. .1 ASSUME HAS OUR CRANE MIRED. A I3LLLI)OZER AN L ST. OLR SHIP, 40 IS RiGhT ON TIIERE I

THE BACKGROL\D, ON THE HORiZON IS ALL THESE SHiPS.

DWIGHT

THEY USE THIS AS AN EXAMPLE OF Wi EAT SAND WAS DOING TO 1’IiE EQUIPMENT THAT WOLL[)

MAKE SEN SE THEN

JIM

JEEPS WOULD CO IN ALL THE WAY To THE FRAME
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DWIGI-IT

I HEARD THAT. I FIGURED THE JEEPS WOULD AT LEASTBE LIGHT ENOUGH TO FLOAT BUT I GUESS

NOT. WHEN ALL THIS EQUPMENT GOT BURIED. WAS THERE EVER ANY WAY TO RETRIEVE IT.

JIM

IT WAS RUINED FOR THE MOST PART EVEN IF THEY TRIED TO RETRIEVE IT. IT WAS SUCH A GRiT,

TI-uS VOLCANIC ASH. IT’S TERRIBLE STUFF. IT’S LIKE CINDER.

DWIGHT

I KNOW YOU HAD THE MATS AND WE TALKED ABOUT THAT. WERE YOU GUYS EXPECTING IT TO

BE THAi’ BAD?

JIM

NO.

DWIGHT

LETS GET BACK TO THE MATS. WHAT DID THEY TELL YOU ABOUT THE MATS’

JIM

THAT THEY WERE TO BE A TEMPORARY LANDING STRiP. THAT’S WHAT WE CARRIED THEM FOR

DWIGHT

YOU CARRIED THEM FOR THE AIRCRAFT. NOT FOR THE BEACH?

JIM

YEAH. THEY WERE FOR THE USE OF THESE PIONEERS IN REBUILI)IN( HL LANDING STRIPS.

DWIGHT

DID YOU ACTUALLY USE THE MATS AT THE AIR STRIP OR JUST USE THEM OX THE BEACH.

JIM

THEY WERE USED ON THE BEACH. THEY NEVER MADE J OFF TIlE BEACh

DWIGHT

I-lOW DID TI IEY WORK ON TI-lB BEACH?

JIM

I DO NOT KNOW THAT. I NEVER SAW THEM IN USE. FM SLRE TI-iE’ \VERE [3U1 I DIDVT SEE THEM

WHEN WE WENT IN THE SECOND. D + I THE FIRST TIME IT WAS TO GEl THOSE MATS OFF A\D SO.ME

FLAME THROWING TANKS ASHORE. WE JLST T1IERE LONG E\OLGII TO UNLOAD THE MATS AND AWAY

WE WE\T. WE WENT BACK IN THAT EVENING AND GOT RiD OF THE EQUIPMENT AND THE MARINES

SO, YOU JUST OFF LOADED THE MATS AND GOT SOMEBODY’ CO FI(it;RL OUT WHAT I’O DO WiTH

1 ‘HE Nt
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JIM

IT MUST HAVE WORKED. THEY HAD TANKS AND FLAME THROWERS ASFIORE SO I GUESS I’M SURR

IT HELPED.

DWIGHT

I’VE SEEN PICTURES LIKE A SHERMAN TANK BURIED IN THE SHORE. THATS IMPRESSIVE.

JIM

IT WAS ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE WITHOUT THOSE MATS.

DW I (IHT

WHAT WERE THE SEAS LIKE. THEY WERE NOT SUPER ROUGH BUT THEY WERE NOT LAGOON.

JIM

TI-TAT’S WHAT IT DID. IT BROACHED US. IT WAS BAD. IT WAS REALLY BAD. TFIE ROUGHNESS. WE

WENT THROUGH SEVERAL PROPELLERS. FIVE I BELIEVE. SEE. WE HAD A STERN ANCHOR TI-TAT WE

WOULD DROP TO PULL OURSELVES OFF. PROBABLY A ONE INCH CABLE OR SO. AT TIMES. WE WOULD

BACK OVER OUR OWN CABLE IN HASTE. WE HAD TO GO ABOARD A FLOATING DRY DOCK THERE AND

CHANGE PROPELLERS. IT WOULD TAKE A DAY. A LONG PROCESS.

WE DID THAT. I ACTUALLY HAD PICTURES OF THAT TOO. I DON’T THINK I HAVE 1T WITH ME. IN

THE DRY DOCK. CHANGING THE SCREWS.

DWIGHT

I WAS HOPING THERE WAS AN EASTER WAY OF FIXING THEM I GUESS NOT I WAS HOPING YOU

COULD SEND SOME DIVERS FOR A QUICK FIX BUT OBVIOUSLY NOT.

JIM

NO. YOU ARE UP UNDER. YOU COULDN’T REACH THEM. i-TAD TO GO TO THE FLOATING DRY DOCK.

I GUESS TI-FEY SAW IT COMING. THEY HAD AT LEAST ONE THERE.

DWIGHT

THAT WAS ANOTHER THING THE MARINES LEARNED. THE EQUIPMENT HAD TO BE kS CLOSE AS

YOU CAN TO THE BATTLE. THAT WAS SMART ON THEIR PART.

YOU GOT ALL THIS STUFF FIXED AND GOT ALL THESE RUNS OUT WE KNOW ABOI. T THE ROLGH

SEA. WHAT WAS TI-FE WEATHER LIKE’ WAS IT COLD, TOO [lOT

JIM

IT WAS PRETTY COLD.

DWIGHT

WERE YOU GUYS PREPARED FOR THAT9

JIM

NO. THAT WAS PRETTY FAR NORTH. REALLY. IWo. IN THE PACIFIC. IT WAS PRUITY COOl. OUT
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DWIGHT

WHAT KIND OF GEAR DID YOU HAVE. JUST REGULAR----? WERE YOU COLD?

JIM

YEAH. AT TIMES. ESPECIALLY AT NIGHT. STANDING WATCH. THERE IS ANOTHER INTERESTING

THING. THE JAPANESE CAME UP WITH THIS SCHEME OF HAVING SWIMMERS. SWIM OUT AND COME UP

THE FANTAIL OF THE SI-HP WHILE WE WERE BEACHED. THERE WERE LADDERS THERE AND THEN CUT

THROATS. THEY PUT A WATCH BACK THERE. A CREW MEMBER AND THEN ALL THEY DID WAS TO WAIT

UNTIL HE WAS LOOKING ANOTHER DIRECTiON AND GET I-TIM FIRST. FINALLY. THEY PUT US BACK TO

BACK. ACTUALLY MAKING PHYSICAL CONTACT, TWO MEN WITH TI-IOMPSO\ MACHINE GUNS ON TI-FE

FANTAIL. THAT, I THINK STOPPED IT.

DWIGHT

I WAS WONDERING WHY THEY STARTED DOING THAT.

JIM

I DON’T KNOW HOW MANY GUYS WERE LOST BEFORE THEY GOT \VISE TO THAT. THEY ACTUALLY

GOT SOME OF THE AIR FORCE AND THEY WERE INTENSE AND THEY \VOULD SLIP IN AND SL1T THROATS.

DWIGHT

BAD FOR MORALE. I WOULD THINK. IN TERMS OF SEA WORTHINESS. HOW WAS THiS L S M?

JIM

IT WAS PRETTY TOUGH. IT TOOK THE I3EAT1NG. BUT IT WAS A VERY ROLG1 I RIDE. TOTALLY FLAT

BOTI’OMED. JUST LIKE THIS TABLE TOP. IT ONLY TOOK ABOUT SIX FEET OF WATER. LOADED. Ii’ JUST

RODE THE TOP OF THE WATER LIKE A MATCH BOX. YOU LEARNED TO LIKE TFIAT. THAT FAST SNAP AND

ROLL. IT WAS OVER AND UNDER. THEN i RODE A CRUiSER ONCE TO OR FROM PEARL I HA FED THAT.

THAT’S TOO SLOW. I WAS WAITING FOR EVER TO MAKE THAT ROLL

DWIGHT

ITS WHAT YOU GET USED TO. YOU READ SOME OF THESE STORIES. I’TS AMAZING I WILL

INTERVIEW SOMEBODY FROM A DESTROYER AND TI-FEY WILL SIT lIERE AND SAY

“OF!. MY GOD. TilE SEAS WERE HORRIBLE. I VOLLD INTERVIEW THE SAME I3ATTLE ON A CARRIER AND

TFIE SEAS WERE OK.

YOU LIKE mis L S \1 ThEN IT COULD TAKE A LOT OF PLNISI-IME\T

JIM

WE HAD FIFTY MEN AND FIVE OFFiCERS. SMALL CREW. IT WAS CASUAL REALLY, ALL CIVIlIANS

AND MOST, JUST KIDS. IT WAS NOT LIKE NAVY DUTY AT ALL. THE RE\I. NAVY. \VHA’I’ I WOLLI) CALL

THE REAL NAVY
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DWIGHT

WE TALKED ABOUT A BUNCH OF THINGS. WE TALKED ABOUT THE MATS. WE TALKED ABOUT THE

ROUGH SEA. SAND. WEATHER. WERE YOU THERE OR COULD YOU SEE THE FLAG RAISING’

JIM

YES I DID. BOTH. I HAPPENED TO BE LOOKING AT TI-fE FIRST FLAG WHEN IT CAME DOWN AND I

ASSUMED THE JAPANESE TOOK IT DOWN. I THOUGHT. OH NO. THE JAPANESE HAVE TAKEN OVER AGAIN.

WITHIN SECONDS. UP WENT THE BIGGER FLAG. I KNOW QUIET A BIT ABOUT TE FLAG STUFF.

DWIGHT

HOW DID EVERYBODY REACT WHEN THAT WENT UP”

JIM

WE BLEW OUR WIIITSLE UNTIL IT WAS RUINED. WE JUST WENT CRAZY. YOU CANT BELIEVE I-TOW

GOOD THAT FLAG LOOKED. WE KNEW. WE WERE RIGHT THERE AT THE BASE OF SURIBACHI AND WE

KNEW HOW FEROCIOUS THE FIGHTING WAS ON SURIBACHI. ACTUALLY, I f WAS IN DOUBT. ThE OUTCOME

WAS VERY MUCH IN DOUBT IN OUR MINDS ANYWAY, UNTIL WE SAW THAT FLAG. THAT DID IT. WE KNOW

WE GOT iT.

THE FLAG ACTUALLY CAME OFF AN L S T, THE SECOND ONE. THE BIGGER ONE. AND I IF WAS

ABOUT A HUNDRED YARDS FROM US. I THNK IT WAS REN\Y GAG\ON (SP?9),ONE OF 11 IF. FLAG RATSERS

CAME DOWN TO THE BEACH SENT BY LT. SHOWER (SP?T?) AND lIE CAME TO MY SHIP FIRST BECAUSE WE

WERE NEARER TO THE BASE OF SURIBACHI. OUR O.D. OFFICER OF THE DECK SENT HIM DOWN TO THE

LST BECAUSE THE FLAG WOULD BE BIGGER. L S T 779 WAS THE STORY THAT THE SECOND FLAG CAME

FROM.

DWIGHT

THAT FLAG STAYED UP UNTIL THE VERY END, I THINK. DID THEY EVER LIGHT IT UP F[NA1LY

ATTHE END1

JIM

I THINK TOWARD THE END. THEY DiD. DURING TIlE [3ATTLE, VvE I-lAD I-LARES tip ALL THE TIME,

PHOSPHORUS FLARES. IT WAS BRIGHT WHiTE AT MGI IT.

DWIGHT

NOW, DURING TIlE BATTLE. WERE YOU kLWAYS GOi’NG INTO THAT ONE BEACH TIIERE! THERE IS

REALLY ONLY ONE BEACH THERE.

JIM

THERE WERE ABOUT SIX ADJACENT BUT WE VERE BASICALLY IN THAT AREA THE \VHOLE TIME,

SOMEWHERE NEAR TIIAT RED BEACH TWO. I’M SURE AT TIMES. WE WERE OFF A Li’LE BIT.
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DWIGHT

NOW LET’S TALK ABOUT—---- YOU WERE TALKING ABOUT THE WRICKAGE ON THE SHORE. DID

THEY EVER CLEAN IT OR JUST LEAVE IT THERE ‘TIL THE END OF THE BATTLE’?

ii NI

IT WAS STILL THERE WHEN WE LEFT. THERE IS NOTHING THERE NOW. IT IS ALL DEEP SIXED

SOME WHERE

DWIGHT

I IMAGINE THEY JUST STARTED PULLING IT ALL OFF.

JIM

THE ISLAND HAS ACTUALLY RISEN SINCE THEN. VvERE YOU AWARE OF THAT’

DWIGHT

NO.

JIM

I CANNOT RECALL THE NUMBERS. THE NUMBER THAT COMES TO MIND IS 65 FEET. I CAN’T

BELIEVE THAT. IT HAS ACTUALLY RISEN UP OUT OF THE OCEAN. IT’S \‘OLCANIC AND NATURE RAISED

HER UP. I HAVE PHOTOGRAPHS OF THAT AT 1-IOME.

DWIGHT

OK. WE WERE TALKING ABOUT A WHOLE BUNCH OF THINGS. WE ARE STILL IN LOVE WIT1-I TI-IE

WEASEL IN CASE YOU ARE WONDERING, OUR WEASLE DOESN’T RU YET. IT HAS THE EQUIPMENT IN

THE MUSEUM. IT DOES RUN. WE ARE GOING TO WORK ON THE WEASLE. TOMORROW IF YOU GO TO THE

REINACTMENT. THE SHERMAN TANK IS OURS. MR. WEASLE IS NOT A HAPPY CAMPER.

THE ROUGH SEAS WE TALKED AI3OLT, COLD WEATHER. DID YOU EVER SEE ANY OF JAPAXESE

ROCKETS THAT THEY FIRED?

JIM

EM NOT SURE I SAW----TRACERS. WHAT I SAW i’M NOT SURE. I COULD SEE THEM COME FROM THE

OTHER S[DE OF THE ISLAND. JUST KIND OF OVER THE ISLAND. AT US. THAT WAS AN EERIE FEELING

BECAUSE YOU CAN SEE IT COMING BUT YOU I)ON’T KNOW WHERE ITS GOING TO L\D. WE COULD

HEAR THEM.

DWIGHT

THEN THEY hAD TIlE SPIGOT (1???) MORTAR THAT WOULD TUMBLE’ THROUGFI THE SKY.

JIM

THAT’S WHAT THEY CALLED THEM THE FLYING TRASH CANS. DWIGHT

BECAUSE YOU HAD NO IDEA WI-I ERE IT WAS GOING TO GO.

JIM

RIGHT. YOU HAD NO IDEA WHERE IT WAS GOING TO DROP. IT WAS A BIG ARC.
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DWIGHT

WE WERE TALKING ABOUT THIS BEFORE AND SOME OF THESE THINGS YOU CAN PREDICT WHERE

IT GOES. YOU SEE THIS THING TUMBLE AND YOU SAY. “WERE IN TROUBLE.” THAT’S BEEN ONE OF THE

BIGGEST PROBLEMS WITH THE SCUD MISSLES AT ONE TIME. THEY WERE SO POORLY DESIGNED. THEY

DIDN’T FLY RIGHT. WHICH MADE THEM MORE DANGEROUS.

THE OTI-IER THING IS ABOUT OK LET’S TALK ABOUT THE B-29’s WHICH WAS THE WHOLE

PURPOSE OF THIS EXCERSIZE TO GET IWO JIMA. YOU SAID YOU SAW THE FIRST ONE. TELL ME ALL

ABOUT THAT.

JIM

WE SAW IT ON THE APPROACH AND WE THOUGHT THE GUY WAS OUT OF HIS MIND. THEY WERE

FIGHTING LIKE CRAZY UP THERE. NO DECENT LANDING STRIP. AT THE TIME. T \VAS A WRECK. ASKED.

WHAT IS HE DOING AND OF COURSE. HE HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO DITCH. HE CAME IN AND RE STAYED í\

WHILE. THEN HE LEFT AGAIN. HE MADE IT. THE STORY WAS THEY INVITED TI-IF PILOT TO STAY AND

SPEND THE NIGHT BECAUSE IT WAS LATE IN THE DAY.HE SAID. ‘YOU THINK FM CRAZY” TOO ROUGH FOR

ME” AND AWAY HE WENT. WE WATCHED THE TAKE OFF TOO. I-IE MADE iT.

DWiGHT

WHAT DID YOU GUYS THINK OF TI-IF B-29’ IT WAS PROBABLY THE FIRST ONE YOU GUYS SAW OR

NOT’?

JIM

NO. WE HAD SEEN SOME TAKING OFF AT GUAM AND TINIA\. WE [lAD SEE THEM FLY. ONE AFTER

ANOTHER. I’VE BEEN ALL OVER THEM IS THE MUSEUM AND THEN OF COIJRSF.. I WORKED FOR THE AiR

FORCE IN TUSCON FOR A WHILE RECLAIMING. AC’UALLY I WAS O\ THE ONE THAT DROPPED TI-[E

SECOND ATOMIC BOMB. THE BOX CAR. ITS AT WRIGHT PATTERSON NOW. IT WAS THERE IN THE DESERT

AND WE HAD TO MAKE IT FLYABLE. IT WAS ROUGH AND HOT IN THAT THING WE DIDN’T TI-iTNT. IT

WOULD FLY BUT IT MADE IT.

DWIGJTT

1 THINK BOX CAR ACTUALLY CAME BACK INTO IWO, ‘I liE iRONIC THING ABOUT THE PLANE I

THINK THE FUEL CPACITY WAS FOR 13, 14. 15 HOURS. FOR MAXIMUM RASGE. THEY FLEW ALL AROUND

T FIND THE TARGET. I THINK TI[EY DRAGGED INTO IWO AND BASICALLY WHEN THEY LANDED. TWO OF

THE ENGINES DIED FOR LACK OF FUEL. THE (;Lv WAS A HAPPY CAMPER ABOUT IWO. HE NEVER

QUESTIO\1ZD ABOUT IWO.

JIM

AT THE DEDICATION CEREMONY, SEVERAL SPEAKERS. ONE SAID THAT HE LANI)ED ON IWO FIVE

TIMES. ONE OF THE PiLOTS AND DITCHED OFFSHORE ONCE. SO. SIX TIMES. THAT ISLAND SAVED HIM.

THE STORY TI-TAT ONE i-lAD. JOHN JENNINGS. lIE WAS SEC. OF STATE OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA AND HE
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IS ALSO PAST PRESIDENT OF THE 2&” AIR FORCE. HE SAID. THEY ONLY I-lAD ABOUT A THOUSAND B-29’s

AND THAT THEY WERE BEING LOST PRIOR TO IWO. THEY WERE BEING LOST FASTER THAN THE

AIRCRAFT AND CREWS COULD BE REPLACED. liE CREDITED IWO WITH EXPIDITING TFIE END OF THE

WAR. BECAUSE WE WERE LOSING THEM TOO FAST.

DWIGHT

WE HAD GOTTEN TO THE POINT WHERE WE COULD TURN THE AIRPLANE OUT PRETTV FAST. JUST

AFTER IWO. THEY GOT THE WAR OVER IN KANSAS AND THEY GOT THAT SOLVED. TI-LE PROBLEM THAT

PEOPLE DON’T REALIZE A CRACK CREW TOOK EXTENSIVE TRAINING.

JIM

AND IT WAS AN EXTREMELY HARD PLANE TO FLY.

DWIGHT

SO. WHAT HAPPENED WAS THAT EVEN THOUGH YOU I-lAD THE AIRPLANES, YOU DIDN’T HAVE

THE TRAINED CREW. IT TOOK FOR EVER I’VE INTERVIEWED BOMBADIERS IN THE BOMBARDIER

SCHOOLS AND I ASKED THEM HOW LONG THE SCHOOL WAS. YOU COULD PICK A NUMBER AT RANDOM.

SOMETIMES, THEY WOULD GET LIKE 8 OR 9 MONTHS OF TRAINING. rHEN THEY WOULD STAY THERE

AND WORK WITH THEM. ONE GUY, 1-IE BASICALY WENT TO SCHOOL AND HE LEFT LIKE IN A MONTF1. I

SAID, “COULD YOU HIT ANYTHING?” HE SAID, “NO” THEN. THE OTHER GUY TOLD ML. WHEN WE GOT THE

AIRCRAFT, “WE WERE GOING TO DROP BOMBS AT LOW LEVEL. THIS \ORDON OMBSIGE-1T AND WHO

CARES.”

THEY SAID. “THE GUYS IN FRONT WOULD DROP, WE WOULD DROP THE SAME PART.” YOU COULD

PICK A RANDOM NUMBER FOR TI-uS TRAINING, YOU COLLO TELL lIOW BAD WE \EEDED BOMBARDIERS,

HOW LACK OF TRAINING THEY GOT.

IT WAS AMAZING. I’M GLAD THE GUY BROUGIIr UP ABOUT THE FACT THAT HE LANDED ON IWO

FIVE TIMES. THE ENGINES TYPICALL”1 OVERHEATED ON B-29’s, THE EARLY ONES AND THEY WERE A

REAL PROBLEM. IT WAS GOOD TO HAVE IWO THERE FLOATING AROUND, PARTICULARLY WHEN THE

GUYS DIDN’T USE GOOD FUEL MANAGEMENT CoRRECTLY Tu-IvrS IMPRESSIVE.

JIM

ALL THE SPEAKERS THERE HAD USED TWO MULTIPLE TIMES I REMEMI3ER THAT FIVE LANDINGS

AND ONE DITCH OFF SHORE THAT SAVED THE CREW.

DW1GIIT

THE CREWS WERE ABLE, THE AIRPLANE WASN1’.

JIM

1 DIDN’T REALIZE TIIAT UNTiL YE.\RS LATER I QUESTIONED THAT. WAS IWo WORTH TIlL LOSS

OF LIFE.’ I WAS VERY JUNFIAPPY ABOUT IT. I DIDNT THINK IT WAS IT WAS VERY MUCH LATER THAT I

LEARNED TI tAT.
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DWIGHT

THE PROBLEM IS YEAH, YOU WERE IN THE NAVY BUT FOR INTENTS AND PURPOSES. YOU

WERE ON THE FRONT LINE LIKE MARINES. IT’S HARD TO SEE THE BIG PICTURE; I WANT TO SAVE THIS

AIRPLANE. WHAT THEY DiDN’T REALIZE WAS THAT IWO WAS A PRACTICE FOR THE INVASION OF JAPAN.

I HATE TO SAY THAT BUT THAT’S REALITY. IT WAS NECESSARY TO DO. THERE WAS THE FIRST JAPANESE

TERRITORY, OFFICIAL JAPANESE TERRITORY THAT WE TOOK SO THAT WAS IMPORTANT. SECONDLY.

EVERY TIME THE B-20’s FLEW OVER. THE JAPANESE RADIO BACK HOME WOULD SAY----(MISSSED

PASSAGE). WHEN WE GOT IWO. THAT ENDED. THAT WAS CRITICAL. ONCE WE GOT IWO AND WHAT MOST

PEOPLE DON’T REALIZE IS THAT BASICALLY. WE HAD DOMINANCE OF THE MR. WI-lEN THE B-29S

WANTED TO THEY DIDN’T HAVE TO FLY IN FORMATION. THE COULD SAVE THE FUEL BY THAT TIME.

THE WERE BOMBING THE HELL OUT OF JAPAN.

OK. LETS GET BACK DID YOU EVER SEEN THE CLOSE AIR SUPPORT FROM EITHER THE

MARINES OR THE NAVY.

JIM

YES I DID.

D\VIGHT

WHO WAS THAT?

JIM

IT WAS GREAT. IT WAS IMPRESSIVE JuST TO WATCH THE PRECISION. I ALSO SAW THESE P-51

MLSTANGS COMING IN IN FORMATION. I BELIEVE IN FOURS. TI-IF FIGHTING WAS GOING ON LIKE CRAZY.

THEY CAME IX VER LOW, RIGHT OVER SLRIBACHI AS A MATTER OF FACT. THEY WOULD DO

BARRELL ROLL I GUESS YOU WOULD CALL IT. PEEL OFF ONE AT A TIME. BY THE TIME TI-FEY COMPLETED

Ti-IAT. THEY WERE ON THE GROUND. I JUST COLLDNT )3EL1EVE THEY COILD FLY THAT WELL. THEY

DIDN’T 1-IAVE TIME TO MESS AROUND THERE. THEY WERE GETTING SHOT AT LIKE CRAZY. THAT WAS

FUN TO WATCII. 1 HAD NEVER SEEN ANYTHING LIKE THAT.

DWIGHT

THE GOOD rIENC. THE TROOPS ON THE GROUND COULD SEE THE AIRSTRIP W\S WORTH THE

BLOODSHED. IN F4CT. THE P-5 l’s ALLEDGEDLY WERE GOING TO BE ESCORTING TI-FE B-29’s.

JiM

THEY DID. THEY WERE TFIEN. THEY ALSO USED THEM TO DO CLOSE AIR SUPPORT.

DWIGI-IT

IT WAS KIND OF INFERESTING THE AIR I’ORCE IS USUALLY NOT DESIGNED FOR THAT. WHAT

ELSE CAN YOU TELL ME ABOL F iWO

JIM

OF COURSE, I F[LARD ALL KINDS OF RUMORS. LIKE THERE WERE 22.000 JAPANESE AND WE TOOK

28



216 PRISONERS. TOWARD THE END. THEY BACKED OFF INTO THE OCEAN AND DROWNED OR WERE

KILLED. THEY HAD THE AMTRACKS OR WHATEVER THEY CALLED THEM TO CIRCLE AROUND THE END

OF THE ISLAND TO SI-lOOT THEM. THEY WENT RIGHT ON INTO THE WATER RATHER THAN SURRENDER.

WE WERE BARBARIANS. IT WAS AN HONOR TO DIE FOR THE EMPEROR.

DWIGHT

HE MADE SURE OF THAT. ANYTHiNG FUNNY HAPPEN TO YOU THAT WOULD STAND OUT’

JIM

YEAH. NOT REALLY ANY THING COMES TO MIND IMMEDIATELY. A LOT DID.

DWI GHT

OK. YOU LEFT IWO. WHERE DID YOU GO AFTER THAT”

JIM

BACK TO GUAM FOR REPAIRS. WE WERE BEAT ALL TO I-tELL. NOT FROM THE ENEMY. WE DID

TAKE SOME HITS. FROM THE CARGO SHIPS. WHILE TIED TO THEM AND LOADING, WE WOULD DRIFT

MAYBE THREE FEET AND BAM! TIlE ENTIRE PORT SEDE OF THE SHiP WAS JUST CAVED IN.

DWIGHT

DiD YOU GUYS TRY TO PUT ANY KIND OF OLD TIRES OR ANYTHING”

JIM

NO. NO FENDERS. EVEN THE STOVE WAS ON Ti-lU PORT SIDE AND IT VAS AT A 45 DEGREE ANGLE.

THE COOK HAD TO USE A STICK TO KEEP THE OVEN DOORS CLOSED. WE WERE REAlLY TORN UP .A LL OF

US.

DWIGHT

YOU FIGURE WITH THE ROLGH SEAS TIIA’rS GOT ‘10 BE AWESOME TO TRY TO DOW\I.O\D ALL

TI-1AT EQLUPMENT.

JIM

THEY WOULD LOSE A DOOR. THEY WOULD LOSE A 130W DOOR. JUST FALL OFF IN IRE OCEAN. WE

WERE SO BEAT UP. THEN THEY COULD ONLY GO IN CIRCLES. COULDN’T STEER STRAIGHT. WE WERE A

RAG TAG BUNCH. WE WENT TO GUAM. THE WE WENT TO PEARL. \OBOI)Y WANTED US THEIR YARDS

WERE TAKING REAL Si-IIPS. WE ENDED UP IN NEWPORT BEACH CALIFORNIA

DWIGHT

YOU’RE KIDDING. YOU CAME ALL THE WAY BACK.

JIM

WE LEFT FROM NEWPORT BEACH TO GO UP TO SAN FRANCISCO AND WE CAME RIGHT BACK. OF

COURSE. THE CIVILIAN BOAT YARDS. WE THOUGHT IT OUR HOME PORT. ‘FHAiS WHEN I LEFT THE ShIP.

WE WENT ON LEAVE. HALF THE CREW F[RST AND WIIEN THEY GOT 13ACK, I \VS IN ThE SECOND HALI

WHEN I RETURNED I WAS TRANSFERRED OFF. THE SHIP VAS REPAIRED OVER A PERIOD OF TIME AND

THEY VENT BACK TO JAPAN 29



DWIGHT

WHEN YOU TRANSFERRED OFF. WHERE DID YOU GO TO?

JIM

I WENT BACK TO PEARL HARBOR. IHIA (SP”??) HEIGHTS RECEIVING STATION. I HAD BEEN A

MOVIE PROJECTIONIST WHILE IN HIGH SCHOOL. ALL THE TIME IN THE NAVY. I WANTED TO BE A MOVIE

PROJECTIONIST. COULDN’T GET IT. THE WAR ENDED. I WAS AT IHIA HEIGHTS RECEIVING STATION

AWAITING ORDERS. I RECEIVED ORDERS TO GO TO TI-IF CRUISER Prl,S’.IDEVrI WHICH WAS ON JAPANESE

PATROL DUTY. THEY WERE FROZEN FOR SIX MONTHS. THE TASK FORCE. I HAD A BABY COMING SO I

WENT TO THE OLD YOEMAN. I WENT OVER TO THE CRUISER/DESTROYER BASE AT PEARL HARBOR FOR

TRANSPORTATION. I TOLD MY SAD STORY AND THE YOEMAN CHANGED MY ORDERS AND GAVE ME

SHORE DUTY ON THAT BASE. I STAYED THERE UNTIL I WAS DUE TO GET OUT. I BEAT THE BABY BY FIVE

DAYS. IN FACT. SHE IS HERE IN TOWN. AT THE MOTEL. IT WAS CLOSE.

DWIGHT

WHEN DID YOU GET MARRIED.

JIM

I GOT MARRIED ON BOOT LEAVE. AUGUST 23, 1944. 1 WAS EiGHTEEN. MY WIFE WAS SEVENTEEN.
DWIGHT

WHY DID YOU GET MARRIED ON BOOT LEAVE.?

JIM

IT WAS HER IDEA. NOT MINE. WE DID NOT EXPECT TO RETURN. I DIDNT WANT TO GET \4ARPJED
BECAUSE. YOU KNOW. IT IS NOT A FAIR THING TO DO. SHE WANTED WHAT SITE COULD GET OF ME
BEFORE BECAUSE I MIGHT NOT COME BACK. THAT’S THE WAY IT WORKS.

DWIGHT

A LOT OF PEOPLE DID THAT. WIIAT WAS IT LiKE FOR YOLR WIFE SITE MUST HAVE FIGURED OUT
WHAT YOU WERE DOING. FROM ALL THE \EWS SHE hAD TO KNOW THAT Ti-ES IS NOT TI-IF SAFEST
PLACE.

JIM

SHE NEVER HAD AM’ IDEA WHERE I WAS. WE WERE A P 0. SAN FRANCISCO is ALL SITE EVER
KNEW. SHE HAD NO IDEA WHERE I WAS.

DWIGHT

THAT’S PRETTY GOOf) THEN.AS YOU SAID. YOU WERE A FLOATING TRUCK FOR THE NAVY YOU
COULD BE ANYWHERE SINCE THE CENSERSHIP YOU COULDNT VERY WELL TELL HER ANYW\Y DID
YOU GET A LOT OF LETTERS FROM T-1QME

JIM

LOTS. WELL DELAYED. I WROTE A FEW. IN FACT, TI-IAT IS \VIIAT I WAS DOING WHEN [FOUNI) OUT



THE WAR WAS OVER. I WAS IN THE TOP BUNK. AT THE RECEIVING STATION WRITING HER AND I HEARD

THE WAR WAS OVER. THAT WOULD HAVE BEEN AUGUST 14.

DWIGHT

WHERE WAS YOUR WIFE ALL THIS TIME.’

JIM

SHE WAS WITH HER PARENTS. SHE STAYED WITI-I HER PARENTS.

DWIGHT

WHEN DID THE TWO OF YOU FINALLY GET BACK TOGETHER.

JIM

I WAS DISCHARGED ON VALENTINE’S DAY. 1916. FEBRUARY 14. 1 TOOK AN OVERNIGHT BUS HOME

TO NORTH LOUISIANA. SHE WAS IN THE HOSPITAL AT THE TIME. THE BABY WAS BREACH AND THEY

WERE TRYING TO TURN THE BABY.

DWIGHT

I ASSUME YOUR WIFE SOMEWHERE ALONG THE LINE WAS ABLE TO SEE YOU WHEN YOU GOT

BACK TO HAWAII. DO YOU FLY HER OVER OR ANYTHING

JIM

NO. THERE WAS NONE OF THAT. EVERYBODY WAS TRYING TO GET HOME REALLY THAT’S WHAT

IT AMOUNTS TO. lTS AMAZING. I CAN’T UNDERSTAND UNTIL THIS DAY HOW THEY RETURNED SO MANY

PEOPLE FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD SO FAST, UNBELIEVABLE.

DW IGI IT

BELIEVE IT OR NOT. WE PRETTY WELL GUESSED WfU.N THE WAR WAS GOING TO END IN ELROPE.

BEFORE THAT, THE \VAR DEPARTMENT ACTUALLY HAD PEOPLE TRYING TO FIGURE OUT HOW TO DO

THAT. THEY WROTE HUGE MANUALS ON TillS. IT TURNS OUT ALL OF A SUDDEN. THE PACIFIC WAR

ENDED ALMOST AT THE SAME TIME SO THEY WHIPPED OUT ALL TIlE MANUALS ANI) THAT’S HOW TFIEY

DID IT. YOU ARE RIGHT. WHEN YOU HAVE AN ARMY AND NAVY THAT BiG. YOU CAN’T JUST S\Y. -.0K GO

HOME GLYS’ iT TURNS OUT IN THE HISTORY OF WAR. ONE OF TIlE MOST SUCCESSFUL THINGS [S

BRINGING PEOPLE HOME. I DiDN’T HAVE ENOUGH POINTS AND HE GOT AHEAD OF ME. IF YOU LOOK Al

THE NUMBERS iNVOLVED, IT COULD HAVE BEEN DISASTER.

I ACTUALLY GOT A COPY OF THiS BOOK. I FOUND SOME L SED 1300K STORE AND IT’S SOME ARMY

MANUAL. THEY SERIOUSLY CONSIDERED EVERYTHING YOU ARE TALKING ABOUT. HO\V DO WE BRING

PEOPLE HOME TOO MANY PEOPLE BACK AND THERE [S NO CIVILIAN TRANSPORtATION IT COL LI) [PVE

BEEN SERIOUS. I WAS IMPRESSED WITH THAT,

HO\V COME YOU DIDNT STAY IN THE NAVY?



JIM

AS I SAID. MY NAVY SERVICE WAS INFORMAL. ABOUT THE END OF SEPTEMBER. ‘45. AFTER THE

WAR. WE WENT ON PEACETIME REGULATiONS. AT THE TIME. 1 WAS A WATER TENDER. IN THE BLACK

GANG. IN THE MESS HALL WE GOT A HALF HOUR RELIEF TO EAT. I WORKED IN BLUES. DUNGAREES. I

HAD TO GO TO MY HUT. CHANGE INTO A WHITE UNIFORM TO WEAR TO THE MESS HALL TO EAT, GO
BACK AND CHANGE INTO MY DUNGAREES AND GO BACK TO MY POST IN 30 MINUTES.

DWIGHT

WHAT DID YOU DO AFTER THE WAR THEN”

JIM

I WORKED IN A RADIATOR REPAIR SHOP. THEN I BECAME IN RETAIL SALES FOR FIRESTONE. SINCE
THAT TIME I HAVE WORKED IN TV FOR EIGHT YEARS. PRODUCTIONS.. AND I WORKED IN CHEMICAL
PLANTS FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS AS AN OPERATOR. MY LAST TWENTY TWO WAS IN AIR CONDITIONING
AUTOMATED EQUIPMENT FOR BUILDINGS COMPLEX. GOOD MONEY. IT WAS SEMT-RET1REMENT AFTER
WORKING IN THE CHEMICAL PLANTS.

DWIGHT

HOW DID YOU GET TO TUSCON9

JIM

I WENT TO TUSCON IN 1951 WITH OUR NEW BABY. SIX WEEKS OLD. SHE I-lAD 4STII\’IA. CHRONIC
BRONCHITIS SO I WENT FOR THE DRY CLIMATES.

DWIGHT

WHEN YOU GOT THERE. YOU WERE WITH THE iNDiANS.

JIM

JUST ABOUT. IN FACT I WAS WONDERING WHY DID I COME INTO THIS MESS.

DWIGHT

TUCSON IS NICE. IT STILL HAS A BEG FACTORY TIIERE. I WORKED I11ERE IN U IE CIVILIAN WORLD.

JiM

THERE WAS A BIG PLANT ThERE OF I B M.

DWIGHT

I VISITED TUSCON. I WAS THIN KING WHAT THAT WOLI.[) BE LIKE A FEW YEARS BEFORE I GOT
THERE.

JIM

IT WAS A COW TOWN WHEN I GOT THERE.

DWIGHT

AND YOL DECIDED TC) STAY TIIERE
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JIM

THAT IS WHERE I FIRST GOT INTO TV. WITH THE FIRST TV STATION IN TUSCON.TI-IEY USED MOVIE

PROJECTORS. THEN I CAME TO ONE IN LOUISIANA. SET UP A NEW ONE OVER THERE AND THEN TO

ODESSA WHERE I WORKED IN ONE THERE.

DW IGI-IT

YOU HAVE DONE SOME SERIOUS TRAVELING AROUND THE COUiTRY.

I M

OH YEAH. I HAVE CROSSED TEXAS A THOUSAND TIMES. MY FAMILY LIVES IN LOUISIANA. IN

FACT I JUST CAME HERE FROM THERE. WHEN MY PARENTS WERE ALIVE. I \VOULD GO AS MANY AS SIX

TIMES A YEAR, BACK AND FORTI-I.

DWIGHT

OK. I CAN’T THINK OF ANY IS YOUR \VIFE STILL ALIVE”

JIM

NO. NOT THAT ONE. THIS ONE IS A NATIVE OF TUSCON.

DWIGHT

DO YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS FOR ME? I CAN’T THINK OF ANYTIIING. YOU FlIT ALL THE BIGGIES
HERE.

JIM

YEAH. PRETTY MUCH

DWIGHT

AND YOU OBVIOUSLY LIKE THE L S M DUTY. YoU KNOW YOU TORE YOUR SHIP UP CONSTANTLY.
JIM

OUR FA\’ORITE PASTIIvffi. EMPTY AT SEA I THINK THAT WAS PROBABLY 20 FEET WIDE WITH
ABOUT A SEVEN FOOT BULKIJEAD &LONG EACH SIDE. OUR FAVORITE PASTIME WAS TO GET ON ONE END
OF THE SHIP AND TRY TO RUN TO TI-IF OTHER END OF THE SHIP WITHOUT GETTING UNDER THE
BULKHEADS. NOBODY EVER MADE iT I DON fH[NK

DWIGHT

DO HAVE ANYTHING ELSE”

JIM

END OF TAPE
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