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Mr. Mi' ¢ nhimer:

M, nanie is Richard Misenhimer, today 1s Octo'er the 16™ 20:5.. I am interviewing Mr. Robert
Rackerly by telephone. His phone number is 4° 5-897-2.81. Liis address is 228 San Felipe
Way, Ilovi to, California, 94945, This interr iev. is in support of t} e National Museum of the
Pacifi, Wer, the Nimirz Education and Research Center. fcr tae preservation of historical

intormaicn related to World War 11,

Bol, I want > thank you for taking time to do th s interview today ¢ 1d I want to thank you for
your se:vice to our country during World War 1I.

Mr Rezckerb

Thari. vou.

Mr. Misenhime.:

Now th first thing I need to do is read to you thi: igr.emen w.th the museum to make sure this
is ok~y with you.

(Agreement Read)

Is that okay w'th you?

M.. Rackerby:

Y eah, they’re not going to put my name or address or e~ ything on that release are they?

Mr. Misenhime::

Yes thr - are, any problem with that?

Mr. F -~kerby:

Oh, T . Yeah okay, no that’s alright.

Mr. ‘iicenhimer:

The > ¢ putung them on the internet. You can go to the in >riet.

Mr. Rackert ;:

I don’t want pad guys coming after us | 2cause of the publicity, you know,



Mr. Misen i-aer:

Yeah, right . know what you mean, right. Nuw the next thing I’d I e to do is get an alternative
contaci, we find out that sometimes down the road . ‘e try to ge! back in contact with a veteran
he’s moved or something. Do you have a son . daug.iter or someone we could contact if we
necded, to, tu {ind you?

Ivir. Rackerby.

Yeah [ d.,, but ! lon’t have the name or address right now. His rame i5 Tohn Rackerby.

Mr. Misenhimei:

Or phone numb: r?

Mr. Racio AMy:

415-271-0320.

M . Misent imer:

What i;;fom birthdate?

Mr. Rackerby:

Oh birthdate, September 20, 25, 1925.

Mr. Misenhimer:

Sept<mber 20, °25?

Mr. Racke.by:
Yep.
Mr. Mise - vimer:

And wher> vere you born?

Mr. Rac’ciby:

I was br rr in Sacr: mento, California.
Mr. Misenhimer

Did you have brothers and sisters”



Mr. Rackerby

Yes, I had twr. sisters and two brothers.

Mr. Misenhimer:

Now I’ve interviewed your brother, Archibald. Your uther brother was he in the service?

Mr. Rackerby:

The other brotiier was in the Korean War, the Matine Corps.

Mr. Misenh.mer:

'{orean, Lkay. Yeaa -ve’re just doing World War I1.

Mr. Misenhimer: .

Mow what were your mother’s and fathe °. first names?

Mr. Rackerby:

14y p other’s 1 ame was Estelle and my father’s name w. « A :hie. -

Mr. Misenhimer:

Now you grew up during the depression, how did the depression affect you and your family?
Mr. Rackerby:

Well my dad was in busine s all during tl . depression and he was a kind of a pior “er ir brake
repait work on cars and wheel alignment. He was a real pione<r in that, I think. But he had a
small shop with two o three employees and moncy wa - always tight. It was tighter and he was
wucky ycu kne v to keep a business together in those years, I know th 1. So money was always
tight, but he - “as always in business for himself the w 1ole time, so ' 4t was good. And I woiked,
1-om the tim- . was eleven or twelve I was working in t1 e shop witt Lim.

'Ar. Misenl.iiozr:

Now did y » live i t- wn or in the country?

Mr. Reckerby:

Oh this is in town.



Mc. Misenhimer:

Did you have a gz«den?

M: Rackerby:

We had a garden in tie backyard. Yeah, we grew a few vegetables and fruit trees.
‘Mr Misenhirer:

Okay that way yo': Lad that help with your food supply then. Now where d.d you go tc high
‘'school?

Mr. Rackerbv: '

Marvbelle Union High School.

Mr. Misenhimes .

And what ytar did you gr :duate there?

Mr. Rac] 2rby:

47,
Mr. Misenhimer:

Now on December 7, 41 Japan attacked Pearl Har or, do you recall hearing about that?

Mr. Rackerby:

Yeah I was up at Donner Summit skiing. And we were walking ur, the Highway 40 up there
and a guy came 1 inning down the road hollering about the attack at Pea.1 Harbor. That was
abc ut four in the *.tternoon on a Sunday, I think.

N t. Misvenhime -

Yes. Then wher ou heard that how did you think that wou 1d affect yc*

Mr. Rackerby:

Well we reall:: didn’t knc w off hand, it was a bad thing now I know.

Mr. Misenhimer;

You were seventeen about thein. When did ycu e ter the service?



Mr. Rackerby:
Rebruacy 1943,
Mr. M'senhimer:
Did ycu volunteer or were you drafted?
Mr. Rackerby:
{ enlist:d. I was s:ver .cun years and three morths at the time
Mr. Misenhimer:
You were seventeen years and three months?
Mr. Rackerby:
I thitk 1 was deprive .. of my childhood, I thiuk.
Mr. Misenhiraet.
Now from th time yc 1 graduated from high school till you wert int the sc1 -ice, what did you
do, work for your father?
Mr. Rackerby:
Vell I always worked fo: him after school, on Saturday .. And no, then in Septzmber I started
Junior College. I was there for thr-e months and = juit and went to Mar*ne Corps.
Mr. Misenhime::
Junior College, okay. How did you choose the Marines?
Mr. Rackerby:
Well ve figired it v. s an upscale organization and my brot! >r was aiready n. And some other
friends ¢f mine were = ready in, I figured if they could do it, I could do it. T “on’t know whetin
the hell .notivated .. looking back you can’t tell what kind ot metivatior ‘' :re was that causes!
you to do these things, a reasr 1 I guess.
Mr. Misenhimer:

And where did you go for y our boot camp?



Mr. Rack erby.

San Deigo.

Mr. Mise thimer:

And how was boot camg?

Mr Rackerby:

It was tough and {c-~ly . ough and lonely I guess.

Mr. Miserhimr:

What all did you do *iiere?

Mr. Racke.b

Well beot vamp wars basic tra ning, a ot of marching and training ..nd rifle range. W = had th-ee
weeks ‘it th : rifle rang’ . Plenty of obstacle ~ourse st iff. And zettiag up earlv .1d staying up till
ten o’clock at nigh. every night. !t was strenuous, but it was good.

Mr. Misenhime -

Were your drill instructors pretty tough on you?

Mr. Rackerby:

Oh yeah they had to be, they had to be tough. They v =re frained to be that way. Yeah, but it
v.as alright, it was okay.

Mr. Misenhimer-

Ther when you finished boot camp v here did y>u go®

Mr Racuerty:

I wes sent to Pre-/.viet:'n Radio School in College Station Texe .

Mr. Miseahimer:

Now wher you we-e i.. )0t camp did you do any practice of land.ng on t=ac'. .., that sort of
thing?

Mr. Rackerby:

Oh a little bit, little bit of that Not near *he water, they «id scme maneuvets and tha* sort,

bayonet courses and things like that. There wer= plenty nf tough thing.. like that, but we wei>u 't



nezr any water at the time.

Mr. Misenhip.er:

Then you wer it to Texs, A&!/, what did you do there?

Mr. Rackerby

There v/as three months I ‘nk of radio scl yol and we learned the M. rse Code ar- we learned
how to operat:: Navy proce... es, radio proc2dures and all that stuff.

Mr. Mist nhinrer:

How long wa. that schoc:?

Mr. Rackerby:

It was three mcaths I think.

N 1. Misen!'ime '

What did you think of r'exas A&M?

Mr. Rackerbyv:

It was quite a place, I’ve never seen anything that nice. I guess the Marine Corps had the..., the
college was under contract so they treated us just like regular students as far as housing and

m als ~nd all that stuff. It was pretty first class.

Mr. vlisenhimer:

A 1was that school nretty tough? 1

Mr Rackerbv:

Uh no, . was ab! : to Fandlc 't, but I came out on top of the class for scn @ stivinge 1< ason.

Mr. Mitenhir 2r

How was it 1 » leara Morse L nde?

Mr. Rackerby-

Oh no, that wa alright yc.a 1 ad to learn it, you had to do to graduate eighteen w..ru- a minute, no
problem there. And it w .s 4 goou tl ‘ng to leatn, pretty obsolete now.

Mr. Misenhimer:

Fow many words cuuld you do a .ninute”



Mir. Reckerby:

Eighteen words a2 minute, ve ha' tc do that to ¢ ualify.

Mr. Misenhimer:

Then when you 1 aished that sclool, then what ha, pened?

Mr. Racke:by:

They 1sked me to stay o1 2. ar :structor and 1 stayed there ahout two months. They | - moted
ine to Corpcral brcausie ! gr-dv:.ted top of the class. And [ was an)astructor or abr ut fwo
months and then ' went to the CQ au! said I wanted to gc; to the P.;\ciﬁc «nd join the real v
And they me sent tc San Di~go.

Mr. Misenhimer:

Ard what hap)ene there?

Mr. Rackerby:

I was at Camp Keurny 4esa, ou in Mesa which is now a Navy Airbase I ;ries  Andt zre was
all muddy at the time. It was temporary war time buildings. That was a place where

they put together, who they were going to ship out and what date they were going

to shi)) out and where and where they were going to go and a'l of that kind of stuff. So I was
there fo. probably two or three weeks un.i. v : boarded ship. We boarded ship in San i)eig,o.
Mr. N "senhimer: o |

And v-hat ship was that? : )

Mr. Racke: by:

President Tyler a'd 't was buil: in 1912, It was an old freightar, was bui't ir 1917,

Mr. Misenhimer

And were you assgned to tha: utip?

Mr. Rackerby:

Well we shipped cn that shi; . Yeak w- were pat of the troops, there were just tro p~ aboa.d
the ship. that’: all.

“r. !Mis~nhimer:



Then where did you go on that shij?

Mr. Rackerby"

Nouméa, MNew Calec onia.

Mr. Misenhimer.

And did you s:ay at Nouméa?

Mr. Rackerby:

Very briefly, I ‘hink we siayed ove night or something and the next day we got aboard = T iavy
attack transpott, the t ‘ckney. And that't ok us up the Guadalcanal.

Mr. Misenhimer:

And what did you do 1t Guadalcanal?

Mr. Rackerby:

We stayed there overnight it was just a pla.e for temporary troops and transit stavs. And 1
think we were there >virn.ght, the : ext day we got aboard an LST with a b-rr ge Jalloca . ver it
1 d in those days ** <y put a stee’ cable with a barrage ta'loon above LSTs to keep enemrv planes
from strafing the ship. All of them had barrage balloons then. And from there we went up to
Munda in Ne - Georgia where I was assigned to the Marine Air Gror ) 14. And that was...,]
was on'  there for one week brcause Marine Al Group 14 wa., ~cheduled to ship up to Green
Island w...ch was in the noru ern end of the Solomons. And it w .s'eighty miles fro... Rabaul and
K avieng which was 1 princi»al Japanes~ headquarters in the Souih Pacific. And w~ were goin; -
up there to r -utralize tl em from Green Island. See I was in Marine Aviatio,, was not in the
field crew, yciikno'-. o on Gree Island it’d just been secured from the J pa..ese Dy the New
Zealand troops. They’d taken, they cleaned it out when they took it from tl. » Javanese. A.d we
arrived up there in a LST. And the .STs were like a small ship, I dont knc ~ if you’-e tarr liar
with them, but they wei a ship but they had a, you're familiar with them. ..n; way so he ran
right up on the beach you kncw a.d that’s what.... Greer Island was pretty well secuied the
tim~ we got therc. But they had all of us standing Ly 50 caliber m-chine guns on dek and as w.

ran into the beach. They just ram it into the beach you kuow, open .he front doors you know.
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And so vie were there a* the 1ime early or and at that \ime the Navy Seabees were building an
airstrip cut of coral. And until the airst ip was finishe: we were pretty viell living in lodying
tents and things like thai. So I ca:. t rem¢ mber, it’s a month or two the airstrip ‘as finisk<d anc
th» first squadron siarted flying in. And we had our tents set up in the jungie. I' was all ;)ver,
there was mud ev.rywhere. They act:lly issued rubter boots to all the troops so they could et
around in the sludge, in the mud y.n1 = 'w. But anyway it got operational pretty quick. .'.nd *«
squadrons started ¢ »min« in. And 1/ell they built shops, you know we haa shops built for <erv ce
and everything else to fix all the airplanes. ,\nyway they had us for about, I would guess for
almost a year. And in that “ime the "e were, I don’t know how many squadrons, six or eigl ¢
squadrons. They’d come in and they’d go o it. There was a lui of airplane types we had Navy
SBIs ané Marine SB.Js and TBF tor e lo bombers, fighter planes, fighter squadrons and we 1d
Navy squadrons off of carriers. And we even | 1d a New Zealand squadron there one time. We
had Army Air Force B-26san B-25s. “So it was quite a..., it was very active plase, ] nean
there’s, Rabaul I think was eighty miles away, so all day long there were flights going out. Yean
but that’s what it was like for most of the year we were up there. And we, I think it was about
December th it year we boarded a liberty ship. Green Island was a c sral atoll surrounding a
lagoon, a large .agoon. And there were PLY squi..d dns based on the lugoon and they had a
mother ship - here they had their meals and things like that. About ™ecember we boarded a
liberty ship, i”°d been converted to carry troops dow n in the hcld.you know. We boarded that
and went to Sama.~in tie Philippines. 3o that took two or three, two months or :omething like:
that, I don’t..., seemed t> t-ke a ‘'ong 'ne. And on Samar we got the military, the Marine
squad-ons were already there, the strip was already built whe:. we got there. And that was p.: ty
unever.tful there mostly. 30 that vas . outit. In May of *45 . got aboard the Ac.miral CAP: . to
come home to the States. And then ; aas attached to a, I was sent to Marine Coi ps air stativn
Mojav: attached to Marire Air Greip 51, wair 1 was scheduled to go aboard an aircraft ca ri- £ to
make the assaul. on Japan itself. We were s ipposed to 2o to Japan. B t that was about the end

ofit. #.d Aug st of *45 they Jlew up the bumbs ir. Japan and ‘ne vvar *vas over. Anc all I know
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alout that is, that all the troops went to L. to get drunk or something. The Beer Steub at the
Marine Ccrps air staiion in Mojave had ab ,ut a foot of broken beei glasses a!l over the next
morning, | know that. But .hat was abcut the end of it.

Mr. Misenhimer:

Now back to Green Island, what al! di¢l yor' d > when you were on Green Islend?

Mr. Rackerby:

I was part of headquar:ers squadron a1.d 1 ~as a photographer basically. Ihad a Speed Graph!:
camera, | was attached to the photo lab and we rocessed all the activity on the airbuse there.
And the pictures were all sent to Washington, I guess t1e Navy department to tell the n what ‘vas
going cn out there. That’s alout all I J*d was, 1 had a Speed G’:aphic most all dav, e seryday
while | was there. That “vas it and then wr processed everyth:: g of course.

Mr. Misenhimer:

Now with your Speed Graj hi'. wuat did yc u take pictures of?

Mr. Ra~l erby:

All the operations of what was being done to the aircraft and everything else on the island.
Mr. Misenhimer:

You didn’t we ¥ as a radio man then?

Mr. Rackerby:

No.

Mr. Misenhimer:

So what you learned in rad » schoo! you .dn’t use?

Mr. Rackerby:

No si*, no. They didn't nee .i any radio op rators, they needed a photographer I gu~.ss. That 3
how I got that job.

Mr. Miserhimer:

Were you ~ver attacked by the enemy at any tine?

Mr. Rackerby:
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No, we arrived at Green island shcrtly after it’d b:en secured by the New Zealand troops. So ve
didn’t have any problems. There were snipes on “ircen Island while we were there, I think. But
we didn’t have any -problem. When we wers going 1p from Guadalcanal to Green Island
somebody fiied a torpedo across ou: bow but it missed us, there was no problem. So o, v.¢ had
it pretty easy, no problems.

Mr. Mise 1himer:

Were you ever attacked by Japanese: airplanes*’
Mr. Rackerby: ,
O.ce or twice, I think Rabaul was pre'ty much subdued taen. A couple of nights “washing
machin- Charlig” from Rabaul woul:] come over and d 'op one homb and go home or some (amn
thing. Butno we hed no real attack. When I w s on Munda in New “jeorg.a that place

ha i been bombed the previous week or so, bat not while 1 was there.

Mr. Misenhimer: s
I’m sorry where was that in New Georgia?

Mr. Rackerby:

Munda. It was a Marin : airstrip.

Mr 11i enhimer:

What would you consid. r your most fright~ning time? - o

Mr. Rakerby: 4

I don’t know. You pretty weil geared yourself to take care of everything, no probleza. You had
to take whatever came a'ong.

Mr. Misenhimer:

Now there at Gre:n Is'and what did you live in?”

Mr. Rackerby:

O! we lived in tents. We had a fox hole of co ir=e dug in ‘he coral. And we lived in tents.

Mr. Misenhimer:

You lived in tents und *her what?
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Mr. Rackerby:

Yeah and then we hac: a chow hall, well they bui't a c.aow hall out o wood back then and you
had to walk to that. Everything was a’right, thcy knew what to do, how they were doing it.
Mr. Misenhime: :

How was the food there?

Mr. Rackerby:

The food? I can’t remember, we had & lot deliyd:ate | potatoes, things like that. Dehydruted
egss and uh..., it was good stuff.

Mr. Miserhimer:

One of our complaints was the SOS for breakfast

Mr. Rackerby:

Ah th.re was plenty of SOS, yeah, yeah. That was the same, yeah. Sc anyway it was alright, but
I wasn’t part of the troops, the line company. They hud a lot of SOS that’s for sure.

Mr. Misenhimer:

Now the people in the airplanes, the fighter pilots and all others, did you ever get a chance to
meet with any of those, talk wi‘"1 them?

Mr. Racke by:

Oh yeah, we lived among t.em. They were, ycah. That was part of the aircrew. 1t was all part
of the same unit they were real fr'end'y, you know. It was al! pan of the operation.

Mr. Misenhimer:

Did they have any good stories ‘o tell”

Mr. Rackerby:

~ Ah, T can’t recal! too many. I mean th-y’d com: back shot up a lot of times, but other than

* that.... Anyway that’s about the size ¢ i~

Mr. Miisenhimer:

Now did thev ‘ose many plarcs there?

Mr. Rackerby:
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Well yeah, I’m sure they lost planes, yeah, yeah. They lcst plenty of planes.

Iir. Misenhimer:

Fic w was the morale in your outfit?

Mr. Rackerby:

dh it was always adequate. You got trained to keep t!-- morale where it belonged. T was lright.

. «ter on when we were about to leave Green Islana a I, »f B-24 bomber squadrons came in

there and I don’t, they were probabl; bombing up T ul °r flying north. But they came baclk

pretty well shot up, an awful lot of them. But we left, that wes when we were leaving.

Mr. Misenhimer:

Did y.u ever hear Tokyo Rose on the radic?

11r. Rackerby:

No, no.

; Ir. Misenhimer:

Did you hear of her?

Mr. Ré.ckerby:

We heard of her, yeah.

Mr. Mise: Lir er:

Now when you vrossed the ¢q. ator did you have any kind of a ceremony or anythir.g here?

Mr. Rackerby :

Yeah the..., what ship was I on? ! guess 1that was on th: liberty ship going to the Philippizies.
Vait a minute, no I was on the President Ty'sr going d wn. Uh yeah, the crew they had a

12gular thing they did. They squirted yo1 with a firehos 2 and sprayed you with soap and they prt

souin an electric chair and tried to electrccute you anu every other damin thing to scare the hell

cut of you. They had a ceremony they did and they ;.av- me a card that said I was a whatever

the card ‘aid. An;'way that’s about it.

Mr. Nisenhimer:

Do you still Lave your card that made you a Shellback?
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Mr. Rackerby:

Som.cwhere, if I had to look for it I’d find it tnaybe, [ aon’t '\now it may be: gone now.
Mr. Misenhimer:

Now what did you thitk of the officers you Fad over you?

M. Rarkerby:

’hey veere all sharp and intelligent I think.

vir. Misenhimer:

Any problems with any of them?

Mr. Rackerby:

No, no. lo, we had good ones, yeah, no prob'zm. B

M., Misenhimer:

Now April Lie 12" of 1945 President Roosevelt died, did you all hear about that?
Mr. Rackerby:

Y=ah we did.

Mr. Misenhimer:

And what reaction did people have?

Mr. Rackerby:

Well I couldn’t tell you much, tney were sad about iv. But they were glad they got Trum :4'in
there, he was a good guy.

Mr. Misenhimer:

Th 1 when they dropped the first atomic bor b Jid ysuhe  about that?

Mz:. Rackerby:

Oh y=ah.

Mr. “Aisenhimer:

A1 d what was the reaction to that?

Mr. Rackerby:

I couldn’t tell you, it was a oad thin; .
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Mr. Mis r.nimer:

Then on August the 15" of *45 when Japau. surrendered, hae as. 7 kind of a celebration taen?
Mr. Rackerby:

Well thai wus a big relief ¢ course, that was 1 la-ge relief.

Mr. Misenhimer:

Did »ou ¢ home from World War II with any souvenirs?

Mr. ra.verby:

Yeal we pick :d up a..., well in the Philippines th: poor pecple out tt ere they wanted to sell
stuf'. So I got Filipiro hats and they made little Be wie knives, { got some Bowie knives, I don’t
have them, I con’t knew where they are now.

Mr. }Lisenhimer:

Now when you were overseas could you get your mail with any regularicy?

Mr. Rac: erby:

Well it took a few weeks for mail to get out th=r=.

Mr. Misenhimer:

But you could get it?

Mr. Rackerby:

G yeah we got it.

Mr. Misenhimer:

Did y»u =ver have any experience with the Red Cross?

M:. Ra cerby:

When we got back to San Francisco when we shinped back th: .Red Cross people were at the
dock or ¢ ff the dock and th=y gave us coffec and Jonuts, tl at we : it then.

Mr. Mis: nhimer:

Did they charge you for them?

Mr. Rackerby.

Donuts before that I’il tell you.
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Mr. Misen'iimer:

Did tiey m K¢ you pay fo- it?

Mr. P .cker:

Oh god no, no. No.

Mr. Mise~aier:

Did yo e =+ see any. USC shows anywhere?

Mr. Ra: kerby:

Yeah o'. Gre.n Island we had a pretty good bunch of those. We had, j:.ck Benny came on his
tour and Bob Hope came out on his tour. We were luc <y in that respect. ‘rhey arrived by PBY
and got ashore. They had a little separate stage rigge:] up where they put on shews. So v:e gota
couple of wem. We saw one New Zealand show [ think it was i* s like a vaudeville show.
Mr. Misenhimer:

Dilyouev r see that sign, “Kilroy was here?”

Mr. Rackerby:

No, no that came later or some damn thing. That was in Europe I guess.

Mr. Misenhimer:

Now when did you «cm  back to the States?

Mr. Rackerby:

It was April or May of ’ 5.

Mr. Misenhimer:

April of ’4 or ’46?

Mr. Rack .thy:

’45,

Mr. Miseie imer:

Well the var dicn’ get over until August of ’45.

Mr. Rackerby:

Ycah, but from 1.Iay un'il August we were ~ttached to Air Group 51 wh.ch was supposed *o go
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to Japan.
Mr. Misechiny .:
Dh okay, you were back in the States then?
Mr. Rackerby: -
eah J was tiuinirg at Mojave.
Mr. Misen ine :
50 you we.e b ck in the States when the war ende-!?
11r. Rackerby:
Yes.
Mr. Misenrimer:
Now you st el in the service, is t at rignt?
Mr. Rackerby:
Welli.... Whea the war ended in August and actually ¥ got released f. om the Marine Corps in
November. T got out fairly early cowpared to most s=rvice people probably.
Mr. Misenhimer:
And when you got released then what happened”
Mr. Rackerby:
I went Lome and February I think I went to ., C Davis, I studieu Agricultural Economics.
Mr. Mirenhimer:
/nd did you graduate theré?
. Ir. Rackerb
No I was entcrod in Agricultural Economics and the se. ‘or vears you 1 ad to go to Beikley where
“iey tauglt all ¢ f the Ag. Eco. serior courses. I graduat.d in °49.
Mr Misenh me =
Bt you staye 1 in the szrvice, is that correct?
Mr. Raclerby:

Oh no. No I was released from the Marine Co: ps in November *45.
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Vir. Misenhimer.
h okay, Nuvemoer 45 you were discharged then?
Mr. Rackeroy
Y :s.
Myr. Misenhime::
When you go: om d 'd you have ny trouble adjusting to c’vilian life
Mr. Rackerb,: |
No no probleém. Big relief is all.
Mr. ifisenhi/ner:
Ancl what wzs the highest rank you gnt to?
Mr. Rackerby- ’
I was a Staff Sergeant when I was released.
Mr. Misenhimers '
Mow did you vse your G.I. Bill for ary*hing?
Mr. Rackerby:
It covered UC. Covered university pretty well, ex¢ 3pt for it wasn’t cheap of course but I had
savings from the military and  hat thing and ot through. The best part of the G.I. Bii I guess is
about °55, ¥ was married at the time and had o.e child even, and we bought a new home in
Fedro Valley, which is south of San Francisco. And the 5.1 Bill financed that thing and I
do1’t think they ever lost a dime guaranteeing loaus, I dor’t think the government ever lost a
di.ae. Sothatw s pretty easy. So we got that.
M-, Misenhimer:
Hr.ve you had any reunions since you’ve been out?
Mi. P ackerby:
No, no I haven't, no.
Mr. Misenhimer:

Have you kept up with anybody you were in the _ervice with?
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Mr. Racketby:

Not tco much. 1o, n., not really.

Mr. M.isenhimer:

Now what ribbons and medals did you zet?

Mr. Reckerby:

Just compaign ba.iges fir the Pacific Theatre of Onerations and the Bismark rir<hipelago, and
thie Philippines Cam:_aign and I think that’s about it.

Mr. Misenhimer:

You prohably gct the World War II Victory medal.

Mr. Rackerby:

Yesh, yeah, everybocy got that one.

Mr. Misenhimer:

You got ill the regul.r standard medals.

Mr Fackerby:

Yeah that’s all T got, nothing else.

Mr. Misenhimer:

You didn’t get any battle stars?

Mr. Rackerby:

I had two batt'e stars, on the Bismark Arcl.ipelago ribbon and one on the Philippine Island
ribbon

Mr. M se.ahimer:

Okay, lright you got three battle sters then. Anythinrg else ycu recall fron. ; our time in Werld
War II"

Mr. Rack tby:

We wert to the Phi:ippine Is.ands on a liberty ship that had been convertec o hold t.oops in tae
hold, you know. And I guess our officers associated with the ship’s officers a litl.e bit. The,

played cards at night or whatever. When we went a: dore in Samar and some of the officers
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were getting loaded in la Jing barges and the Capt.in who was up on the bridge ard he

hollered down at some C: ptain, there was a Marine Captair in the barge below h'.n, he said,
“Goodbye good luck. and to hell with you.” And then L.e’d blow the ship’s horn, the whistle
like crazy I guess they were good friends I always remembered that, I don’t know why but it
was funny - unmilitary.

Mr. Misechimer:

Now wher. you were the-: in the Pacific did you ever get tog::ther with your brother Archie?
Mr. Rackerby:

On Guadalcanal. I was only there for one day and two days, but the night before we went ashore
there were 2 bunch of Seabees aboard, you know we’re sitting out cn deck at night talking. And
you kncw it s pitch black  And these Seabee - had been up north or something .n 1 my brother
was in the 3™ Raiders up there, ard he said oh they’d been wiped out. And I said well th..t was
pretty shorkig. But whe. was remaining, he said the 3" Raiders harl been transt ;rred down to
Guadalranal into the 4™ Marines. So the next day I found out thet the 4™ Marines were camped
up on Guadalcanal about twenty miles away and I got permission to hitchhike up there and I
hitchhiked up there. And it was all military, but I got 11des I got up to the 4™ Marine camp and
found his tent and I went down, somel ody told me h~ was on the beach taking a bath. SoIw nt
Jdown to the beach and my brother came walking out o the surf stark nakc, honest to God.
Anyvyay I did see him on Guadalcanai. That’s about the size of it Richard.

Mr. Misenhimer:

Well anyt' ‘ny, else you’ :thought of, Bob?

Mr. Rackerby:

No, 0. Ttat was about t e size of it, it’s kind of boring real'y, but we were busy everyday.

Mr. Misenhin-er: —

Well everytody’s job was impor.ant. Not everybody got into combat. Only about a fou. th of
the people in the sevvice actua.ly got into ombat, but everybody’s job was important _ause you

h: 1 to have people supporting those in combat. So it was that way. Weil Bob thanks again for
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your time today, for your se vice to our country.

(End of Interview)
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