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Oral History Collection 

Leon Mng 

Interviewers: D r ,  Ronald E. 'Narcello 
Randy Cumahzgs 

Place of Interview: Dallas, Texas Pate: 3uly 21, 1982 

D r .  Marcello: Th,is is %on ?farcello and Randy Cuan&ngs intervievfng Leon 

K3qg f o r  the North T e x a s  S ta te  Usiuersity Oral History Collec- 

t ton. The $aterview is taking place on 3uly 21, 1982, i n  

Dallas, Texas, W e  a r e  intemriewhg Mr. Kfng i n  order t o  get  

hts q e r i e a c e s  and reminiscences concerniag the  integration of 

North Texas S ta t e  University i n  general and North Texas a t h l e t i c s  

i n  particultar, 

Vr, n n g ,  t o  beg2n this hfenrfew,  why don't you very b r i e f ly  

gtve zzs a biographical sketch of yourself. Xn other words, t e l l  

us  when you were born, where you were born, your education-- 

things of tha t  nature,  Just  be very br ief  and general. 

Hr, King: P was born here h Dallas fn 1938, November 12. I attended N. W. 

HarlOee Elanentaw School, Lhco ln  BTgh School, and then went 

to  W r t h  T e x a s  S t a t e  Teachere College, That's basically my 

background as f a r  as educatfoa and schooling was concerned. 

Wr. Cumminge: T e l l  .le a k k t t l e  b i t  about your athletic baclcgrod-when you 

got faterested A n  foo tb r l l  r p e c f f h l l y  m d  sports iq general. 

)hs &t a t- from the  the you .tarbed w a l w g  that you got 



in terested i n  sports?  

King : Yes, i t  was. T have an older brother who was an a th l e t e ,  and 

I worshfpped hlm, H e  was about th ree  o r  four years  older than 

r am, Everywhere he went t o  play, T s o r t  of tagged along, and I 

vanted t o  grow up and be l i k e  h&n, He  wqe an end, so I decided 

t h a t t s  what T wanted t o  do: ?'T want t o  play end." H e  didn't 

at tend public school, He attended Saint Peter 's  Acadeay, I had 

to  go t o  p b l f c  school, but f t  ws because of h i s  influence on 

me tha t  P wanted t o  pursue athletics, 

Cummings: Whnt Mnd of organized footbal,!l background did you have i n  youp 

ear ly  career? 

Kf ag : NotMng more than the  P I h Y  touch foo tba l l .  W e  dfdn't have L i t t l e  

Zeqgue i n  those dqys. It was basfcal ly  YMCA Bi-Y football-touch- 

t ha t  we h d  in the  elementwy schools, and then we had a f f t t l e  

f l a g  foo tba l l  In  the  park d a r h g  the  e n t e r  months. Then i n  t he  

high school, of course, we had organized fn te rscholas t ic  footbal l  

leagues, 

Cwnings: Tn pour earlter years f n  elementary school and junior high, a r e  

there  any foo tba l l  games, foo tba l l  seasons, that stand out la your 

mewry as being enjoyable, a e f t t n g ?  

Rhrg: I guess f t  would have t o  be ny saxtor  year in  high school back 

2x1 1955, That m s  t he  year t ha t  &%swoin played Port  Arthur 

Lhco ln  fo r  the mtate e ~ f o n o M p ,  )Fe $@st that game by two 

p o h t s ,  and, of courmc, the Aoscso & m s  tiad a m y  t o  f h d  mt 

how they l o a t  the ballgame, and we f a t  llt# they got t o  us. Dtat 



I would h w e  t o  say the q955 foothalJ. season was probably the 

most rewa~dieg foo tba l l  year that E had i n  hlgh school, 

The day games were always a jhpr. As a matter of f ac t ,  

we were playfng Wichita Fa l l s ,  a day game, out a t  P. C. Cobb 

Stadium, and i t  was i n  tha t  ballgame tha t  Abner got the cracked 

ankle tbt he s o ~ t  of suffered with throughout h i s  professional 

cqreer,  He was tnjured,  and they Md t o  take hfpl off  the f i e l d .  

L asked hfa what was wrong and who dM f t .  He to ld  m e  and I went 

out t o  try t o  get  even with the ol-oy t h a t  dtd i t ,  and I ended 

up g e t t i a s  the  worst end of 5t .  So T s o r t  of shied away from blg 

foo tba l l  games, 

Relate yoor background a s  a friend of Abner. Y w  two guys 

apparently wwe runnrng buddies ear ly  2n yvur l fves .  

It goes back t o  our sophomore year f s  U g h  8ch001. W e  were both 

on the foo tba l l  team,  and we both paot$cApated i n  track. We both 

lfve4 on the earnre s t r e e t ,  T l ived an oqe end, andhel3ved on the 

other ,  P wss i n  the  2200 black, snd he was i n  the  1700 block, so 

we j u s t  got t o  know each other,  E guess the  thing tha t  brought 

us so closely together was the f a c t  t h a t  i f  we had a footbal l  game 

o r  t rack meet out of town, "Abq f o r  Mlme reason could not wake up 

t o  ge t  there  on tine. So L1 sort of rook i t  upon myself.,.havfng 

thrown the mornhg newspaper, T cauOd s o r t  of autonratfcally wake 

up about f&ve o'clock o r  f&ve-th3rty w$th no prablcme, so (I would 

apead the s&ght wZth h h  t he  My. before our foo tba l l  gaaea H> t h a t  

we could get t4m up a d  there  on tisue, T guess i t  was from tfrfs 



C m i n g  s : 

King : 

Ibrce l lo :  

Ring : 

C-f ngs ; 

Mqrcello : 

Ring: 

t h a t  our friendsh$p grew and grew, and we were j u s t  bosm h d d i e s  

a l l  t he  way through, It was because of our re la t ionsh ip  tha t  

h i s  brother m e t  my shtelr, and they a r e  husband and wife now f o r  

about twenty-sh years. So i t l a  s o r t  of famfly-like. 

So you've k e n  cZose f o r  a long t#.me, 

Very c lose ,  

What kind of q personal t ty  did Abner have a t  t h a t  t-e? 

Carefree, happy-go-lucky, H e  has always been the  Wnd of person 

that would help you do anything you waqted t o  do, X was a spr in te r ;  

he ms a htzsdler, He t r i e d  best  t o  make a hurdler out of me, 

but I gueas T MS a l i t t l e  b i t  too s t f f f ,  E j u s t  couldn't get  

over the  hurdles, But he d i d s l t  look at it from the atandpoint 

t h a t  ''$f T teach ywu o r  show you how t o  do f t, you d g h t  develop 

and be be t t e r  than T and take my plqce," Ee wasn't t h a t  b d  of 

person, Et was, l t T f  T can help you tn any way, then I'll do f t ," 

3: gtaeaa he took thPs a t t i t u d e  wteh me even psre so  because we were 

just more like brothers  than we were frtsnde. What 'I hadwaxhis; 

what he b d  was mine. dad %f he seeded w n e y  and I had fit, be 

got it. There was no pay-back time: '%f Tbe got  i t ,  youl.ve got 

i t  Pt ws mare of a brotherly Awe a d  o f  thfng. But he was- 

still 5sv-a wamachearted kind of guy, 

Were F u r  p e r a o w l i e i e s  a l i k e  bht9 or wfrlrt? 

Or on tbe  other hand, dfd your pcrroaaZ$ties m-ly just 

oocplhenf  one w t h e r ?  

X t h h k  b h w  cmmlhented each other. T weme mu cm3.d MV T'm 



4 warm, givfng person a l s o ,  but f o r  ame season i t ' s  j u s t  l l k e  

some msriqges-God j u s t  made c e r t a i n  people f o r  each o the r ,  

and we were j u s t  two of those U n d  of people t h a t  h i t  f t  o f f .  

Harcello:  I n  t e r n s  of Befqg a n  f a t r o v e r t  o r  an  ex t rover t ,  how would you 

class i - fy  you and Abner? 

Ring : Oh, l e t ' s  see, X w u l d  say a t  t h e s  we were a l i t t l e  of both- 

a l i t t l e  of both, 'I would say we were more h t r o v e r t e d ,  but t h e r e  

were t h e 8  whes bath s i d e s  would show, 

Cumdngs: X know t h a t  y w  grew up &n t h e  p a r t  of Dal las  t h a t  i s  predominantly 

black,  and pou went t o  Lincoln High School, w h k h  is  predominantly 

black. Xn y a r  e a r l f e r  p a t s  tq elementary school and jun io r  U g h  

prf.mari.ly, whqt Wnd of r e l a t i o s s W p  d id  you hwe wi th  any a t e  

Rfds? Did you play s p o r t s  wtth them ovt  on t h e  s t r e e t s ?  Did you 

compete agqiaat  them fn organized YMCA s p o r t s  o r  jun*or hfgh s p o r t s ?  

No, t h e  only contact  t h a t  that L had wbth any white guys my age 

vas plrobabPy oat  at  Cedar Crest Golf Course on Saturday mornfngs. 

T would go wt t h e r e  and caddy, and t h e r e  were q u i t e  a few guys 

t h a t  F knew orrt t h e r e ,  Occasiosally, we w a l d  go around ou t s ide  

and awhg a golf c lub  o r  aomethfng, But that was it. 1Ta U,gh 

school we d idn ' t  coznpete, There w e  occasAons when Lincoln and 

Sunset HYgh School would p r a c t r c e  t r a c k  out  ~t Cobb Stadfum, and 

o c c a s ~ ~ l l y  we m l d  s p r f n t  aga iqs t  t h e i r  r e l a y  t e a m ,  er we would 

run a hundred or a 220 o r  somethiug, but o t h e r  than that,? r e a l l y  

didn't b e  re la t foash*p a t h l c t f c a l l y  e t h  anyone a c c p t  blacks, 

CtPa3nga: A t  that p o h t  in your l f f e ,  when you were f i f t e c q  o r  emem y e a r s  

Ring : 



old ,  Bid you ever ques t ion i n  your own mind o r  r i t h  somebody 

e l s e  why t h q t  s i t u a t i o n  e x i s t e d  and whp th ings  w e r e  s o  segregated? 

King : No, Pt  never r e a l l y  occurred t o  me t h a t  Liacolnand Booker 

Washfngton played f o o t b a l l  on mdnesday n2ghts out  a t  Cobb Stadium 

and t h e  a t h e r  schools played whenwerl: they played. E d i d n u t  keep 

up wi th  t h e r r  league t h a t  much, Et was bas rea l ly  Lfacoln, booker 

Washfngton, Qco Noore, AustPn, and Wichita P a l l s  because these  

were t h e  teams t h q t  were fn our  d k s t r i c t ,  E t  n w e r  r e a l l y  dawqed 

onzne t h a t  t h e r e  were white hfgh echools &n Dallas competing iw 

a t h l e t i c s  u n t i l  E west t o  col lege .  fi never r e a l l y  dawned on me. 

B a s k a l l y ,  these  wqs oqe race, and t h a t  ws ft, 

The only t h e  J: r e a l l y  knew that t h e r e  m a  a d5fference fs 

race  w s  2f you would go h a  a c e r t a i n  s t o r e  Pike H, 2. Greeu, where 

my worked, There were two water f q t a t n s  s2de-by-side. One 

safd. "Whfte," one would m y  l'Cofored.'' Or P f  you wouzd get  on 

a streetcsr, you w u l d  have t h e  I g t t l e  e igqs  that you could mve 

frm one seat t o  another,  4nd one a i d e  vould say "White," aqd t h e  

o t h e r  would 8ay "Colored," Ysu noticed df f fe rences  there ,  byt other  

than that T r e a l l y  d2dnvt  n o t i c e  anything, X r e a l l y  didn't ,  

Uhen we van t r a c k  mat at P.C. Cabb agafnec Sunset,  f t  was real 

frteddly, Ef you got  beat ,  you shook t h e  guyvs  hand a f t e m r d s ;  i f  

you beqt h a ,  & was l f k e e s e ,  There me no d2f ference,  We anntld 

laugh and joke and ca lk ,  and because Suamet m e  purple .ad W t e  

and Linco!ln wqr purple md mtc, m eort of f e l t  good 4 h t  the 

olu purple  and whtte,  But I never questismud tt. I sever really 



paid i t  any a t t en t ion  t o  it. X realsy dfdnkt, 

Cummings: T t  doem" seem t o  have bothered you,  he my you a r e  ta lWag 

about i t ,  It doesn't seem l f k e  ft ever r e a l l y  bothered you tha t  

t ha t ' s  the  way Aide was. 

King t It didn't bother me, I grew up ;Crr a C h r t e t b n  home. f had t o  

go t o  c h ~ c h ,  That was a necessi ty ,  To s tay  h my household, you 

do go t o  church. But we were n w e r  tpmght any df f fe ren t ly ,  You 

s e e  pesple, and you Pike people for  who they are .  You don't notice 

t he  color of a person, Xf you like a person, you l i k e  them because 

of what thqt  pereonmeans t o  you, 

So color n w e r  r e a l l y  came $-to play u n t i l  P got t o  college, 

and then X began t o  n o t k e  chat these t* a dlffcrence &I people. 

Even though theze were eome whites a t  North Texas t h a t  readi ly  

accepted me, there  mire those that d M  not readfly.  But eventually 

they did,  So kt never r e a l l y  dawned on me u n t f l  II. got t o  college, 

Ctmmings: U b t  about friend6 tha t  you gzerup wkh h high school and junim 

high that you ran  around h t h ,  q y b e  college f r fends of yours m d  

AbnerNs? What were t h e t r  fee l ings  toward the segregation that was 

evident? Were they b a s k a l l y  Pike yourselves $n the2 r thfnbisg, 

thqt that's jvst t he  way i t  was ap4 i h  doeenkt bother them? 

Ring: -Wgbt, X t h h k  t ha t  was b a s k a l l y  &t, We h e w  nothing else, and 

re were content: wtSh what we bad. E l ived  oa P h e  Stree t  in South 

IW,Paa, and L didn't bow t h a t  there was a Forrest  Avmue 1Ugh 

Schoofi mtfl fi  year a f t e r  X bad gcadwted from high school, because 

Per res t  &emue m a  t h a t  chaaged over Co J m s  Wadison IUgh School, 



Cummings : 

King : 

I had gone t o  the  Pafr Park, and iu goiqg So the  f a i r  fromlay 

house, occasionally you could go dam old Forrest  Avenue, but 

f t  n w e r  r e a l l y  dawned on me tha t  % h a t ~ a  a h&gh school, and f t ' s  

a whlte h$gh school," So I th ink  that a l l  of my classmates and 

plqymates were content with playing d t h  who we played with because 

we j u s t  d*dntt know anything else, 

You mentioqed a Mnute  ago your family and being ra i sed  i n  a 

Chrfstfgn household. Were your pareqts 4 bfg influence,  do you 

f e e l  lfke, on pou and your eventual pereowlf ty?  

Deffqi te lyt  ?!y dad worked twa jobs, tfe was gone i n  the  morning 

before E got up, and X was tq the  bed when he got hame, wea i n  

q U g h  school days. So r ea l ly ,  the oqly t-e X r e a l l y  saw my 

dad was on Sunday, and the one t h b g  that: r e a l l y  s t ruck  out tn my 

d n d  abwt %t was when he would take U s  bath, The one thing t h a t  

X said I always wanted to  do was t o  use 'Meanen shav&ng lo t ion  because 

he used f t  aqd if h d  a very good fragrance t o  ft, So I would say, 

I1Z want t o  grow up and be Pike my. dad qnd use that Mennen s h a e a g  

lotfoa,"  As a matter of f a c t ,  T put the f f r s t  razor t o  my face 

when I! w s  about fourteen j u s t  t o  use 'Hcanen. 

But v, W?IO r e a l l y  was the  head of the  household, she 

rrmmodded everything around there.  She dMn't ge t  a high ecboP 

educqtkm. She wanted a11 of her W s - a n d  there  were f t v e  of usa- 

to get  a ?&gh school and a col lege degree, Because of her, the 

f l r e t  year oy two t h a t  L was $I& college, X m s  just there .  I real ly  

didn't apply m l f ,  I am-ged t o  pqss, but X r e a l l y  d M n R t  apply 



Harcello : 

m g  : 

Marcello: 

Ring : 

myself u n t i l  my junior year. The day that  E was to  enro l l  

was the day that we eulogized my nm, I had gotten marrfed, 

whtch, T f e l t ,  kind of broke her heart a l i t t l e  b i t ,  but P 

made a VOW t o  her then that I was gofag t o  go back and get that  

degree because t h i s  fs the one t u n g  that  she wanted us  t o  do, 

and X would do everythfng h my powler to  see t o  i t  tha t  the  two 

brothers under m e  got t h e i r  degsee, So, p s ,  T w w l d  say tha t  

weq a f t e r  she &d passed, tha t  hlfluence was still  there. 

Now Abnervs fathex was a preacher, $snt t that  correct? 

Right, 

Did pou go t o  the saae church? 

Occqafonally, X mid go t o  h i s  church, Be never came t o  my church, 

L'm Baptist ,  and he wae a member of theChurrbof God i q  Christ. 

When E was much smaller, we would c a l l  them the 'holy-pol$esrf 

because they plqyed the @$tar and the fmborinee and beat the 

drums and danced, as they wy ,  E mruld go occasionally jus t  t o  

watch people ge t  up qnd dance, Wen though T wasn't a member of 

hfs church, E d i d  go up fa the choir atand qnd s tag  wAth h.fs, a d  I 'd 

clap my hands and occastonally ge t  nw a t a n b r i n e  and bruise my 

hand real good, But he never rt tesded my church, but T occasionally 

went t o  us, 

I'd I fke  t o  touch b r k f l y  on pour playing career w e r  a t  Lfscoln, 

Do asap m e  stand out? You meqtdsmed t h e  s t a t e  championship gslse, 

DQ you remmber the d i s t r f c t  c b n p f ~ q s ~ p  qgataot Wa~hi~gtan? Any 

r e a t b t f c s ,  personal o t a t i r t f c a ?  b y  outstanding play8 that  stand 



out i n  your mfnd? 

King : Y e s ,  there  a r e  eevaral  plays tn tht par t icu la r  game against  

Booker Washbgton. Ue had t o  beat Booker Washington t o  represent 

our d i s t r i c t ,  whfch was aomethfng 'Lincoln had not done s ince 1949. 

We hiqd t i e d  maker Washington the  prwfous year 7-7, but we  had 

t o  beat them, We scored first os Booker Uashtngtm, and Lkncoln 

was the  type of team t h a t  they eay, "if they get out f ron t ,  they're 

hard t o  beat; but jf they ever get  behind, they c a ' t  come f rom 

behtnd and w h  a ballgame." 

So X kfcked off i n  t ha t  ballgame a f t e r  the  touchdown, and 

they had a rqzz l edazz l e  play &ere the back got the  b a l l  aqd ran 

down the rAght eMe of the l h e  with h ie  interference,  and ju s t  

before he got tackled, he threw the  b a l l  l a t e r a l l y  across the  

f i e l d  t o  a t rak l fag  back, And one of our defensive guys, Bil ly  

Wedgeworth, made a f an t a s t i c  t ack le  on the guy, 3ium1y Toleston, t o  

keep h b  from scoring, 

We held t b ,  and tha t  s o r t  of boosted us up. Wr had an 

oppoctunity t o  score another touehdowq,.,Lincoln was not a passing 

team, We never passed the b a l l ,  Tf we threw three passes i n  a 

bal lgme,  that m e  a record. Me j u s t  believed in running, and 

we f e l t  tbt we would run on Booker lhshlnton the f i r s t  half 

and come h c k  tdCh a t r i c k  fake nm and throw the ba l l .  We had 

one wkth Abner throwing the  b a l l  on a h a i l  back around," E should 

have h o m d  wexybody i n  the  r taads  probably hew--he was going 



t o  throw the b a l l  t o  me. But he was looldag a t  the  other  end 

and threw the. b a l l  d i r e c t l y  t o  ~ e ,  am¶ X guess he led me 8 couple 

o r  th ree  yards, X t  h i t  my f inger t ips ,  but everybody said  Z should 

have caught the  boll. E missed %t, end L bl-d tt on him, 

&It the dec idhg  t h h g  i q  t h a t  hallgame was a f i e l d  goal 

Rick by a guy named Earl Wggs t h a t  we grew up v i th .  T was the  

kfckoff gay, and Ear l  was ehe place kicker because he was more 

consis tant ,  E had a habit  of keeping my head up when I got ready 

t o  kick the ba l l ,  and tha t ' s  wf~y e n  WhRsea changed my sQyle  of 

k fckbg ,  when r went t o  college,  from a ten-pace s t ep  t o  two paces, 

because X could never keep my head down, But mr1 Wcked one f o r  

about tweaty-eight yards o r  so f o r  a f i e l d  goal that won thgt: 

ballgame f o r  us, That s o r t  of stands out. E t  was the f i r s t  t i m e  

Ltacoln  had beaten Booker Wzlshisgtor\ fa qui te  a number of years. 

Cunanings: You said Lincoln was p r h a r i l y  a arming team, Was tha t  because of 

the  t a t e a t  of Abmz as a runner? 

Rkng : Y e s ,  )Fe had CSbarr ffaynes, Zeon Whfte, Eubert Johnson, Ear l  IUggs, 

Jessk Johnson, W e  had a co r r a l  of t4tlbacks,..Jemes Grey, who 

we converted from a taflback t o  a quarterback, He was only about 

5 ?  4", b u C  we used hJrP becuuae he was mobtle and could use the  

optfon; d e r e q s ,  our rmai.n quarferbqck was sort of &mobile a d  

couldn't avwe around, We had a co r r a l  a f  backs, and the  philosophy 

of the  roach m s  j u s t  t o  run the ba31: VPf we control  it ,  they 

can't mcorc,n So we ~ e r y  eeJ.daa p a a d  the foo tbs l l ,  

OIIPaaiwrs What kfird of a ponftfon dfd that put yvnr t;s? %u a r e  a rccefver. 



King : E was more of a tackle  i n  high school than L was a recefver because 

i t  was j u s t  basical ly  blocIting, UocMqg, blocking, but i t  didn't 

bother me. The thing tha t  vou!l,d ge t  you is, you would go out and 

p r a c t k e  your warm-up d r f l l s ,  and you would run pass pat terns .  And 

E mean you would run them! Then you'd get  t o  the ballgame, 4116 

you would never throw the  foo tba l l ,  Et kAqd of got t o  you: "Why 

have me p r a c t k e  catehfng the football. Sf theyare  never g o h g  t o  

throw it t o  WE?" But he was a f a n t a s t t c  coach, and I guess m e  of 

the b h g e s t  t h r i l l s  The ever reeetnrd h m ~ y  coaching career was 

t o  h w e  hcd Caaeh Lewis a s  my coach and then to  go back t o  my alma 

na t e r  qnd coach wlth h h  one year, Pt ws qaftc an experfewe, 

and he was one f an t a s t i c  coach--fantaet$c, 

w n g s :  How long was he there  a t  Lincoln? 

R h g  : Coach was  there  from 1953,,.he ~ o o k  wer the  head coaching job i n  

1954, and he wqs d i e s s e d  fa 1960, He came back, P belktve, In  

1965 and coached one year and then went h t o  administratfsn,  

C m n g s :  Did you receive any iuldivfdual honors hur2qg your high school 

career?  X b o w  tha t  Abnen! was AP1-State. 

Ring : He was All-State, and I was All-Distrfct ,  (P was one of the tri- 

captafss  my sesior p a r ,  That vas ba+skally f t .  T was probably 

selected M 1 - P h t r f c t  because of t h e  defenee and not offense because 

y w  c a s t t  aake Al l -Dh t r t c t  ff you d o n h  catch the foo tba l l  Cchuckle>! 

But r played affensfve end end defcas&ve outaide cornerback-lfne- 

backers, we &led thaa h tbae  4-ad nAb" was t h e  halfback 

behhd me, 



Marcello: We know that Aher had at least one scholarship offer, and that 

was at the University of Colorado. How about yourself? 

King : We both had one to the same college. Dallas Ward, who was the 

coach or a scout or something at the University of Colorado, came 

down and talked to us, and we were to go up to Boulder to look 

at the campus. For some reason, we didn't go. We also had a 

scholarship to Prairie View, and I've often wondered why we would 

turn down a scholarship to a college to go to a college where we 

were not offered scholarship, 

Marcello: How do you explain it? 

King : I guess it was just meant to be. He and I were talking one day, 

and Denton is his home, and we went up, and we talked to Coach 

Hitchell. Re told us, ''You can come up and try out for the team. 

I don't have any scholarships, and if you make the team, we'll try 

to do something for you." So we said, "Okay." I guess this was 

during the month of June, and, sure enough, later on, there we 

were--no scholarship. But I don't regret it. 

ercello : Were there any fears or trepidations about, in essence, integrating 

the North Texas athletic program? You were pfQnraers; of a sort, 

but did you consider youreelves as such? 

King : It really didn't dawn on me that we were ,pioneers until about 

eight years ago. It came up in a discussion, and the impact really 

hit me. But when we went up, if there were any fears, it had to 

have been on thefr part becauee ve didn't know any. A l l  I wanted 

to do m e  just go up and play football. I think there were some 



f ea r s  among the coqches, and I t h h k  they were primarily how 

would we be accepted because IT thfnk Coach'Mltchell did say 

something about having t o  go t o  the  board of regents t o  see  f f  i t  

was o b y ,  They knew in tegrat ion was comhg and a l l .  

E guess the thing tha t  stands out more f n  my mlnd about the  

s i t ua t ion  wps the f a c t  t ha t  through the  years North Texas had 

always plqyed  Ole W s s  the f i r s t  foo tba l l  game, and they always 

played them &n Niss i ss ipp i ;  and Abner and T j u s t  happened t o  have 

gone by fn  the coaches1 of f fce  when Caach'MitchelP was ta lkfng t o  

the  coach a t  Ole W s s ,  and he e q l a h e d  t o  thea, "Next year X dl1 

have two on my vars i ty , "  The coach w i d e n t l y  to ld  h t m ,  "Eftber you 

leave them there,  o r  we don't play anygore," because Coach Mitchell  

to ld  hAm, ''R j u s t  m n ' t  play you gup anymore," From that day 

eince, I don't think North Texas h4s w e r  played Ole Miss, But 

tha t  was qu i t e  gra t f f tng  to  heqt h b  say tha t .  

&rceZlo: Dtd ~ Q U  ever dfacuss your dectsion t o  ga t o  North Texas wfth Caach 

Ze*s 3 

Ring : Never, We never did ,  T t  was j u s t  someChiag tha t  Abner and T did 

together,  did t a l k  t o  h&s brother Sam! about f t ,  and Sam, who 

was an outstanding foo tba l l  player a t  Psra$rie View, s o r t  of 

encouragedus t o  go t o  North T e x a s ,  but,  no, we never consulted 

Coach Lewis about gofng t o  North T a t a s ,  Colorado, or  P r a i r i e  View.  

C e s g s :  X know fraa ta l ldng t o  several  of the coaches t h a t  they safd t h a t  

Abocrle father bf laenead  h e r ' s  g o a g  tap there  because he wanted 

hdm PO s t a y  c losc t o  home! 80 tkt he c d l d  drfroe t h i r t y  e l e s  up the 



highway and watch him play on Saturday. So h i s  dad was pretty 

much of an h f l u e n c e  fn  poPntfng hlPr toward Penton. Did any 

of your f d l y  members help you out PR your decision? 

King : The only thing ray parents to ld  me is the  egme things t h a t  I t e l l  

my Rids, '1: did ask my aom and dad what eollege did they think T 

should go to ,  and they said,  "The oqe w b r e  you can get  a degree," 

They r e a l l y  dfdnmt  t e l l  me where t o  go; they j u s t  put P t  there  f o r  

me t o  t r y  t o  f fgure  out myself, It was good advice. I t e l l  my 

sons thq t  rrght: nor: "Go where yon thfnk you can get a degree," 

But, no, MaPr just wanted me t o  get an educptlon, 

During the  three-and-a-half years   hat I played foo tba l l  at 

North Texas ,  E managed t o  g e t .  her  there  one t h e  t o  see me play. 

She f e l t  that foo tba l l  was j u s t  a r e a l  rough game, and she didn' t  

want t a  see her l i t t l e  boy get hur t ,  and she wouldn't come, So 

we f h a l l y  talked her h t o  i t  my sophamore year-to coming up and 

l o o k h g  a t  a foo tba l l  ganre. E s t P l l  don't think she knew what 

she was lookSng at. She didate b o w  aqytung about footbalx. 

One thing about her, she knew her  son, P safd,  "Hey, t b a t t s  

no problem, S w  shouldn't have no pvobhm trying t o  prck out wA;Lch 

one X am out there." Even h t h e u t  the co&or, she knew u s  from 

anybody e l se ,  She would re12 you a11 fhe t h ,  i f  It was night  

m d  we were mlki.ng home, she c w d  look down the  mtreet, and i f  she 

couldn't make out the  face, she cau3,d watch the  swing of our arms 

.ad ce l l ,  "Tbnt's my boy c d a g  down tbe eereet," She would often 

tell  US, "YDU g q w  try to get  &n by bwrllve w one o'clock becruse 



P can't go to sleep until you come hpme," She would often 

say, ''When your foot hits the porch, T fmediately go to sleep," 

She couldaTt sleep wfth us out iq the streets somewhere, It was 

pretty rough fn those days, too, so E can swathfze with her on 

that, 

Curanings: So football really did not play that big of a roLe fn your decfsion 

and Aherls decfeion to go to college somewhe~e, 

Unge No, I was go2ng to go to college whether X played football or not, 

but I don't believe I could W e  aadc ft ffqncPalXy, had X not 

played football, There were f&ve of as, and it was pretty rough 

on the folks; and had 3t not been for football, a y  chartees of going 

to North Tezas wouldn't have B e e s  as great 4s Sf I had been on 

my om. 

narcello: Describe howyvu went about contactfag the people at North Texas 2n 

terms of decrding to enroll there and areetfsg the football staff 

and ao on, B;ou dltd that all eome about? 

King : mAb'' and X were talking about ft one day and decided that we would 

ride up to Denton, and so ue d i d  and went by the coacheev office. 

They had a big two-story. ,.it looked like one of the oLd "frat" 

hovses up there, We went up and Mtroduced ourselves to Coach 

and told h h  we would Pike to eome up and try out for the football 

team, Re oaM, ?Fine. I can % offer you a echolarrhfp because we 

dontt hwe rrap," 

*rccllos Pb, d M a f t  near flabbergasted o r  a ~ c M -  of that nature? 

mt Mo, not really, X never oaw,,,Ceach?Btchcll, t o  r, kept the s a ~ c  



f a c i a l  w r e s s i o n ,  He was not an exci table  person, Nothing 

bothered h b ,  No, f t  didn't bother h b ,  Be asked Abner wha t  

positfon he played, and "Ab" safd, "T% a halfback,*' "How 

much you wetgh?'' X think a t  the the "Ab'' weighed about 130 

pounds, "Aren't you a l i t t l e  l i g h t  fo r  a tailback?', H e  says, "I 

may be, But I can run the bal l ,"  He asked me what posft ion 'I 

played, and X said,  "End." T was wefghhg about 175 pounds. Be 

said ,  "Tackles up here wefgh about 230," We safd, "We'll t ry  t o  

block sate kind of way," He to ld  him t ha t  we would check back 

with h h  l a t e r  on $9 August, 

We went back, and they said ,  ' h y ,  i.tRs f k e  f o r  you guys t o  

come 0x1 up," X believe he had Po go t o  t he  board of regents to 

see i f  A t  vaa okay fo r  us  t o  emeup, qnd he gave u s  the green l i g h t ,  

and we went up, 

X can r e c a l l  ge t t ing  out of the  tax*, and they were on t he  

f k l d  p r a c t f c h g .  The f f r s t  person Pmet  was an 03,' home boy fn 

Denton, Garland Warren, L thtqk Gar!l,aad was born I n  Denton, X 

think he attended the  high school in Dentos. Garland walked over, 

shook nty hand, introduced h h s e l f ,  and aafd, 'We're glad t o  have you," 

I went t o  t he  coach, and he to ld  oqe of the managers t o  take me fn 

and fi.t me out.  So II. bid and went wt, and tha t  was f t .  

C-ags: You doaqc r e c a l l  any discussfans betwees yourself and Abner about the 

rmbties about going to  a col lege thqt was solely whAte up unt29 

that mr? 

Wqg: @kuckl,eZ We talked about the pros aqd cons, but we d i d  m e  



devil ish thfsgs,  mischievous thiqgs, when we were fn high school, 

so we said,  "Hey, what the devi l ,  Letts try something else," 

II remember we went to  Houston fo r  a footbal l  game,aad we l ived 

on the campus of T a a s  Southern i n  a section where they were adding 

t o  the dormitory. So w e  decided about twelve-thirty or  one o'clock 

tha t  night to  go w e r  on the other s ide  and wake the guys up. As 

we were gotng over, there was a l l  this sand and concrete and water 

sad buckets, and i t  looked very 2nviting. So w e  put us together a 

mi7ture of concrete and went w e r  and opened the door and--"PHlEEW"-- 

splashed f t  on somebody. We had one of the most d w i l i s h  water 

f igh t s  tha t  n*ght you ever want to m e ,  Aa a matter of f ac t ,  the 

president of T a q s  Southern m o t e  the priurc&pal of Wncoln a d  

safd they w 2 Z l  never house another DaRZas ochool became we rea l ly  

messed the p lqceup ,  It was a l l  i n  fun, 

But we did ecme devil ish things, and we didn't think anything 

about S t ,  So when we decfded to go t o  North Tesas, yes, we talked 

about the pros and the cons and whqt we should expect and a l l ,  but 

we were w$llAng to do i t ,  So we j u s t  went on up there. 

*rcellot D i d  anybody Pn the black community ever say, "Bey, youare making 

a ptstake," Were you w e r  dfscouraged by ssybody im the  black 

ccrm~rud-ty ? 

W g :  No one h the black c m i t y  r e ~ 1 1 y  knew we were going to  North 

Taras unt2l once we got there, a 4  the %ton Record-ChrorcLele came 

out and hterrrhwed urn, and ehere wrrs fhtr btg, huge artklt  i n  

the newspaper a b u t  "en and E be*g there ,  The Dallas papers then 



picked up on i t  and played i t  up, No, Z think there was more 

encouragement: "Guys, look, you're representing a l l  of blacks, 

not jus t  AbnerHaynesand Leon Wng, Everybody w i l l  be looking a t  

pou guys, so whatever you do a r e  going t o  have t o  do i t  w e l l . "  

W l l i o a  Blair, who m a t e  fo r  the ol,d,,,oh, I believe i t  was the 

Dallas T h e s  Herald.,.no, i t  wasn't the Dallas Times Herald, I . -CrC -- 
can't thtnk of the name of the black paper,..Dallas -lass. He 

was very, very encouraging is t e l l l a g  us  t o  go up and excell  and 

do well. We never received any d$scouragaarent whatsoever, 

Eves the black community An Denton, especially the guys tha t  

were ta high ~ c b a l  over is Fred Xoore, they were jus t  a p p a W  t o  

hear two blacks go*= out f o r  the team a t  N ~ r t h  Texas, They 811 

h e r  Abner, but they dMn't know me, There was an iasuranceaan, 

~ b a l l . , , T  c s n R t  think of K h b a l l ~ s  firrat name, but he wrote 

insurance fo r  the City of Denton, and JL guess he was one of 

the biggest booeters we had % Dentoq gn encouraging us  t o  go on 

wt there: "Bey, play some ball, ' '  

llarcello: This was a black f n s u r a n c a ~ n ?  

Ring : Mght. 

Cumings: I f  we could mybe s tep  back just a small s tep,  having researched the 

wfiele project a P f t t l e  b i t ,  &n 1955 there  was 8 court order tha t  

h s i c a l l y  opened tbe doors t o  black vwlwgraduate sttadeats a t  Holrth 

Terae, Vp ~ n t i . 1  tbqt  t h e ,  P belfwe only graduate students who 



mng : 

Gumming s : 

King : 

Gumming s : 

King : 

C ~ y 1 g s  ; 

lung: 

Joe AtWns, 

Yes, his father on behalf of Joe htkhs, Dfd you know Joe--very 

much about h b ?  

A little bft, He's a Lincoln graduate, and if I'm not mfstaken, 

Joe graduated a year Before I dfd, I knew of him on campus, He 

was a bookworm, a very studious pousgmqn, I don't know where Joe 

eventually went t o  college and got his degree, but he did teach In 

the Dallas system for quite awhile, T don't know that much about 

Joe other thqn seeing him around campus m d  knowing hfm when I saw 

h b *  

Were you aware 4t all of that trial, that eventual court order? 

I had no Pdea that there was a court order pendhg at North Texas. 

IE had knows and seen some blacks working on thefr master's degrees 

at North Tezas, but the only t h h g  that was real to me at the t h e  

was just high school, E wasn't much on readfng the newspaper, I[f 

it was A n  the rports page, I woa!l,d read tt, but 'I really wasn't 

off fnto readfng editorials and thhrgs then Pike P do now, So E 

had no 3 4 ~ .  Once L got to North Texas, I found out about Joe 

gofng up and then deciding to leave and all, but I had no idea 

before we got up there, 

What part of your life dtd football play? 

Probably the b2ggest part of my %+fee E Xwe the game, As we say, 

pou e4t faotbqll, you sleep football, pau talk football, *Abn m d  

I wred to 8f;f down and play 8 gane, I b  mold call out a college, 

and P would g w e  the mascot; E would ca14 out a college, and he 



would give the  mascot, I would c a l l  out an a thlete 's  name, and 

he would have t o  t e l l  what temn the guy played on, That was 

ju s t  i t--football ,  a th le t ics  a s  a whole, Ne$ther one of us t r i e d  

t o  play basketball ,  but we both got i n to  track. He was a much 

be t t e r  a t h l e t e  track-wlse--well, foo tba l l ,  too-than I was, but 

he wqs always vorkCng with me qnd t rying t o  develop me, When I 

f i r s t  went out f o r  t rack,  I was so slow they couldn't f ind anything 

f o r  me t o  run, I was too slow t o  run the mile and de f in i t e ly  

couldn't run a s p r h t ,  but the coach gave me some d r i l l s  t o  work 

on because T was the  kind of runner t ha t  ran on h i s  heels. They 

worked and dweloped me, and E avestval&y picked up a l i t t l e  speed. 

But, yes, f ao tba l l  and a t h l e t f c s  4s a whole has been 8 major pa r t  

of my I f f e .  X lwe f t .  

Cumings: Was f t  a b&g pa r t  of your l i f e  tn your t r ans i t i on  t o  North T q s ?  

Ring c Def h i t e l y .  'it was then that I r e a r t  zed t h a t  we were no longer i n  

hi,gh achool, that w e  could not pa r t i c ipa t e  Pn more than one spor t  

and make f t .  hly f f r s t  year, I t r h d  t o  rma f r e s h  track, asd I 

couldn a t do $t and keep up f n my\ m b j  ec t e  , So Z had t o  give up 

t rack asd s t a y  s t r i c t l y  t o  foo tba l l ,  But foo tba l l  and t rack a r e  

my favor5fe w o r t s ,  I was a w e r  much -to baseball.  T played a 

l i i t t l e  so f tba l l ,  but X was not aatch of 4 baeeball fan-just foo tba l l  

and crack, T couldn't see very we$$, so  T dfdn't t r y  t o  play 

b a r k t b ~ l l ,  So O j u s t  stayed wtfh foo tba l l  and track. 

Cu&mtsgss Ohy, ao yov and LSBner were the only two black p!l,ayers out there  

the f a l l  of 1956, 



King : Right, 

Cummings: I how tha t r e  a long t i n e  ago, but do yw r e c a l l  ever maybe 

ju s t  stopping and looking around and seefqg yourself isolated- 

you and Abner tsolated-from a l l  these white players? Were there  

ivlstances that caused you to  stop and say, "Gosh, what am I doing 

here? I b  not fn cumfortable su ra~uqdfngs , ' ~  

King : The only tkme Z was r e a l l y  wlcomfortable a t  North Texas was my 

f i r s t  year. We went t o  Mava~ro h n h r  College in Corsicans. I 

hare never &n my l i f e  been more vacamfortable o r  frightened than 

T was when we weat there ,  The team as a whole...we were rrslrall-- 

tha t  freshman team. I! t h h k  we had only about e5ghteen o r  nineteen 

guys on the *ole foo tba l l  team. Three of u s  were ends, So we 

were s a a L 1 ,  4114 we w e r e  d e f i s i t e l y  a team. T think the  two people 

tbt made i t  t ha t  way were Ken Bphnsm...T was a l i t t l e  ekeptfcal 

of h&n when T went there,  enpec i i l ly  when X found o a t t b a ~ , . B  

believe K e n  &s from Louishna, asad T Bad always heard that people 

from Lctuisfaw hqte blacks, %a know, t heyFre  prejudiced. Tn  no 

way was Re l i k e  t h a t ,  But Ren Bahasen did a l o t  t o  b r h g  tha t  tezm 

to get he^, and P Chink t ha t  the  Ia teYernon Cole, who was our quarter- 

back, r e a l l y  so l idf f ied  tha t  foo tba l l  team, Vernon was the kind 

of guy t ha t  would go t o  the  huddle and would ca l l  a play and would 

look a t  you fa tmch a way thq t  if pou dfdqvt block, you wmrldn't 

go bock t o  the  huddle, and If you dfdn't mm t h a t  ba l l ,  pclu wouldn't 

go back t 0  the huddle, He was jrat  @bat k3md of gay, 

bary sophPore year, there was a racfsf. e l u r r d e  because 



T made an unusual ca tch  of t h e  f o o t b a l l ,  Someone made t h e  

statement,  "That ntgger don't a&ss n ~ t h i g : "  Well, he d idn ' t  

mean a n y t h h g  by it,  but t h e  next  day he was s e n t  t o  a junPor 

c o l l e g e  Because t h e  coaches safd ,  "Wetre a team, and we're not 

going to hqve anything I f k e  that here,'' 

But when we went t o  play N a v a ~ r o  Junbr College, we went t o  

d h e  a t  t h e  h o t e l ,  We got the re  a l i t t l e  early, s o  Coach sa id ,  

nWhy don't ytal l l  j u s t  go walk around t h e  t o w , "  So we dfd, And 

I alwqys ran  around with t h e  b ig  tqckle E played next t o ,  Joe 

Hack Pryor, "Abtt w l d  tun a ~ o m d  wkth acme of t h e  backs. 

So when we went back t o  t h e  hotel t o  eat, I was s i t t i n g  

down, 4nd t h e  wa t te r  came an4 WM, W e  made a c c ~ o d a t i s n s  

f o r  you and your buddy 5n @he back." Well , ,  P got up t o  go t o  t h e  

back, and 90e Pryor s a i d ,  "Now watt a -te: We're not  going t o  

have this!'' h d  he went and t o l d  Coach Bqhnsen. Bahnsen s a i d ,  

"HoZd it, everybody! Stop right now!" &td he j u s t  t o l d  the  guy, 

"Ef we a l l  can ' t  e a t  here  as a team, you prepared a l l  th2s  food f o r  

nothing,'! The guy said, "Oh, EIm sor ry ,  T. thought you wanted them 

back there ,"  He sa id ,  "Zf T had, T would've taken them back there." 

So we sat down and ate. 

Eh nervous already.  So we got  go She stad-, and the 

stadium $s C o r s i c ~ n a  a t  t h e  S h e  reninded ae a whole l o t  of t h e  

one we brve out  here is Pleasant Grove, Yvu've got  8 lfttlc four- 

foot faqce ecparattng yorr frma the gssodst@, mud you're got  a 

18tt4e bMdp hut  a t  eitber ard of tbe ffeld f o r  pur d r e s s h g  room. 



So we go out t o  take our calfs thenice and warn up, and people a r e  

beghning t o  come &I, 

"Ab" and L pfcked up a l i t t l e  chant t h a t  they had going i n  

the  stiqnds, T t  s ~ l q d e d  good, but scared the dayl ights  out of me. 

It was, "6et them niggers off  the  f ie ld :  Get them niggets off 

the  f i e l d f "  Ift began t o  get  louder and louder. We ignored it. 

When Coqch told  vs to  go back in ,  t o  get! ready t o  came out, " ~ b "  

and X =re valung, and he saM, "Did you hear t h a t  chant?" I 

said,  "Yeah, I heard it ," H e  sa$d, %&l, P. t e l l  you what, Before 

we get through here tonrght, theytoe gonna w b h  they had us off  the  

f i e ld , "  L safd,  vOkay," 

We went: 5x1 sad got wr tqstsuctfons,  The f i r s t  play Coach 

Bahrtsen ca l led  was "fifty-efght, qufck," which i s  g u k k  pt tch t o  

''Ab," go* around the  r i gh t  s ide,  )ly job $8, i f  the  end is 

pl,ap&ng head-on, and T f e e l  t ha t  "Ab'' can get By him without me 

blocktag hh, then F p k k  up the IMebacker ; but i f  he's playing 

too f a r  out, then X've got t o  hook &, So t h i s  joker was playing 

too f 4 r  out,  so P had t~ block b, And on the  f f r e t  play, "hb" 

and the  halfback coll ided.  Both had concussions. The only thkrg 

X covld t u s h  of wss, " G e t  the  ofggere off  t h e  ffeld,' '  and "what's 

go* t o  happen t o  me  a f t e r  t h i s  ballgame," because here he is, 

laying out over bere--cold--and I[% byqyaeif, So they took them 

both t o  t he  sMel ine ,  "Ab" meqtzyrU,y recovered and came back, 

out oa the # f a d ,  due t ha t  28 prob4b9y the =st foightemed I've 

mer be-, -8 v q a % a P f ~ ~ t . b % e ,  



But one th ing about f t ,  i f  anyone ever played d i r t y  f o o t b a l l  

wi th  us, eumebody on t h a t  team would f w d  out  about it ,  and they 

would say, 'vey, le t ' s  ge t  him," even ff we wwld have t o  design a 

p1qy iq  the&&dl;eto g e t  whoever 2 t  was. X've been b i t t e n ;  I've 

had them t o  s p r t  on me; they'd c a l l  me names f n  t h e  l i n e .  And t h e  

more theysd c a l l  me, t h e  madder Joe  Pryor would ge t .  I f  you want 

t o  see a bfg g u y , . . l b e l i w e J o e  was from Diamond H i l l ,  iq Fort  

Worth, Oh, theytd  c a l l  me a name, and Joe would ge t  mad. We 

had a dovbZe team block t h a t  he would call--"sixty-six."He would 

say, "mgh sbsty-aAx," which means, he's gotng t o  ge t  h h  high, 

and you g e t  h@t IQW, And Y'd set kh up, and Joe  would come ac ross  

d t h  h i s  elbow and almost kf19 t h e  guy, So we r e a l l y  never had 

t o  defend ourse lves ,  They always d3d f o r  us, I was never 

uncomfortable on t h a t  teara, once 1 got: t h e r e  and f e l t  t h e  atmosphere 

of t h e  t-. Bverybody would cinae zlp t o  you and want t o  know your 

name. It !looked t o  me l s k e  they went out  of t h e i r  way t o  h o w  

your m e .  Lt looked t o  me Mke they went pat  of t h e i r  way t o  

mqke you camfortable, 

Then, we had a sPtuat ioa . , ,P  was a -her of t h e  Bapt is t  

Student Uqbn ,  and I would go wer f o r  Bible l e s sons  and al l ,  and 

i n t e g r a t i o n  cawe up one day. One of t h e  gups got up and safd ,  

'Wll, I used t o  be prejudfced, T ~ s e d  t o  h a t e  all blacks,  whether 

they d id  a n ~ t l ' t h g  t o  me o r  wt ,  414 the C h h g  t h a t  made me  reaLize  

t h a t  bl,adcr, j aot  want t o  be rfke avcrybody else is that den E was 

h thc serv$ce, toe were & t h e  ehmnzr, bad a black guy cmae by and 



Narcello c 

King c 

popped me with a towel, and it made ne mad, and I wanted to fight 

h b .  Xt looked like something hit me and told me why he hit me 

with t b t  towel, And he and T became good friends." So, really, 

there was no uncomfortable feeling whatsower, 

What role didVernon Cole play? We hear his name coming up time 

and time again, You mentioned hi?n fiwhtle ago yourself, What was 

ft about Ternon Cole? Talk a little bit about Vernon Cole, 

Vernon Cole was a little Blond-headed quarterback out of Pilot 

Point, He wore eyeglasses, Ef ~ Q U  looked at him, yon didn't think 

he could da anything. P belkve we had two quarterbacks, One of 

the quarterbacks was a guy that had attended the high school in 

Denton, Z can't recall his name now, Re wsntwlly joiqed the 

police force. But Yernon,..T don't know. Tt was just something 

about his persmalfty, somethfqg that he cmld say in that huddle 

that just made you belfeve in him and ywrsellf. If you dfdn't 

hold up to what he wanted you to do, P.t just made you feel bad. 

He would go to the huddle and say, "Okay, Bf g Leon, we need 

seven yards, Row we're going to try a tscventy-six!' Get an there." 

And he could look at yon, and sometUqg would just go all through 

you. And youvd go ~p,,,"swmhy-sh't was a "buttonhool?on this guy 

to the inside or whether P b  going to have to turn to the outsfde, 

But same kind of way, T'm gofng to get down there and"buttonhook" 

because if E don't, 'Vernon'sgoiqg to Itill me, 

P doat t how, , .he was N e t  a guy that burlt confidence, not 

o d y  fa you but h hb. He bad a brother, Charlh, who played 



guard, Char l ie  was nothing l i k e  Vernon, Char l ie  was more of 

a happy-go-lucky kind of guy, but Vernon Cole w a s  a l l  business. 

He was t h e  kind of guy t h a t  made you b e l i w e  i n  yourse l f .  

Be went t o  Waco and taught i n  Uaco, and h e  d ied  of leukemia, 

T b e l l w e .  Z bel ieve  he died of Iwkemia. But Vernon Cole was 

j u s t  an outstanding young man, 

Narcello: Evidently, he had a l o t  of in f luence  wer t h e  rest of t h e  members 

of t h a t  team, 4 1 ~ 0 ,  

K h g  : He d id ,  

?¶arcello: Xa other  words, tf Vernon Cale accepted these  two blacks,  then 

they must be okay, 

King : ~ h e y l r e  okay, rgght ,  He was j u s t  C h a t  Mnd of guy. I don't know 

howmany guys on t h a t  freshman team knew each o t h e r  p r i o r  t o  g e t t i n g  

there ,  but a l o t  of people in Deqtoq wanted t o  see t h a t  freshman 

team s t a y  together a l l  t h e  way through. That d idn ' t  happen. 'I 

t h i n k  i n  our sophomore year,  "Ab" s t q r t e d ,  and he was t h e  only one 

t h a t  s t a r t e d ,  'Vernon played a l o t  of quarterback,  and T weat in 

perAodically as an end. But that was 4 good team, and Vernon w a s  

j u s t  i f a n t a s t i c  guy t o  how.  Be was r e 4 l y  a swel l  guy. 

Marcello: Wh4t ktnd of a recept ion did  you g e t  from t h e  p layers  who were oq 

t h e  v a r s i t y ,  m y b e  t h e  j u n b r s  o r  t h e  aeqiors?  T;n o t h e r  words, you 

hqdnvt  come tn wtth those guys and grown wi th  those  guys a t h l e t i c a l l y .  

U n g  : The only t&e you got  a bad feel* or A n e g a t h e  f e e l i n g  was 

rhtn o c c a s M ~ l X ) r  Bahaeea would let ua go down and mcriypwge them, 

and we would show them up, Thegtd get mad because "a fresban fs 



maktng me look bad, and here E am, a juntor o r  a ~ophomore,~' 

A l l  t h e  guys on the  v a r s i t y  tean were good guys, 

Now there  were two tha t  dtd everything they possibly could 

t o  hide t h e i r  prejudices,  but i t  j u s t  s tuck out l i k e  a sore  

thumb, One of the  guys j u s t  happened t o  have been from Corsicana. 

He played tackle--dern good foo tba l l  player.  Before he graduated, 

thovgh, X bel ieve he became more and more genuine, 

M had another one t h a t  played quarterback t h a t  we f e l t  was 

a l i t t l e  prejudiced. There were occasions where I was wide-open, 

and t h e  ball wqs never thrown my my, A guy may have double cwerage,  

and he'd t r y  t o  "thread t he  needle" i n  there ,  so  t o  speak, But 

the re  were t h e s  when we f e l t  these  two guys held i t  against  us,  

A s  a matter of f a c t ,  t he r e  was aguy who Und  of l o s t  h i s  s t a r t i n g  

posit2on as quarterback because o f  t h a t ,  

'Vernon believed &n me, and 1 belfeved i n  him. H e  knew my moves, 

and he knew exact ly  where X was gofng t o  be and when. Tf I 'm 

going down and running a post  pa t te rn  across  t he  middle, Vernon 

knows qbout when E'm going t o  mke my cu t ,  and the b a l l  might be 

on t he  way before X ever cu t ,  But when T cu t ,  I know t o  look 

because he was tha t  kind of guy, 

but t h e  guys on t h e  varePty,, ,oh, what's Mack's name? I can't 

th ink of ).lack1,s name, Be played ead 2n f ron t  of me, and he taught 

.~qt a l o t  onhow to  sgze up a guy and infJ,uence him t o  make him play 

the way you wrzrt hist t o  play, Xf y w  want t o  open up the  s b t h  

hole between pcru and the  t ack le ,  then pau kind of cheat  owt. If 



he doesn't go w3th you, ccnne back aqd do it again. If he still 

doesn't go *th you, go tell the quarterback you can run the end 

sweeps, But he dPd a lot to help me withmy blocking, 

J h  Brqymer was another end that helped a whole lot, &It I 

feel that they all went out of thefr way to make us feel comfortable 

and welcome, not only on the football field but in class, Because 

most of us majored in physical education or science, we took a 

lot of classes together, Even fn the Student 'Union Building, the 

guys would wave. So we w w e  readily accepted, We couldn't get in 

the dormi.tory, 

Marcello: Descrfbe the living arrangements and how that came about, T think 

thatts fnterestisg and btportaqt, 

W n g  : Well, Abner, t b t  behg his btrthplace, had a sister livtng in 

Denton, and the first year, or the ftxst half-year, we lived with 

her, We had a Btg fire that destroyed her home, and we split 

because there weren't too many places there that could accolsnodate 

the two of zrs at the the. 

Our sopPlamore year..,we dfdnut w e n  eat on the cappus our fresh- 

m n  year, and in our sophomore year, when we went to fall camp, they 

did let us ltve on campus fn the athletic dormftory until regtstration 

started, Ve Wnd of grumbled a Little bit because it was a hardship 

on us to have to go to the scoutmeetAng on one night, and thes 

the next night: poll have to r e e w  tk game fflm. We bad to walk- 

oh, my 606-qbaut eggkt or fen dAes or so to where we Abed, 

So $t was efther you walk, o r  yau "thumb." A l o t  of the guys 



would take us hame after football practtce because we didn't 

have any transportation, But we bind of grumbled about it, and 

one of the coaches knew one of the guys out there that had a 

vacant house, So they set that house up, and "Ab" and I rented 

it, along v$th Billy Christle and Art PerkZns,who had come up at 

the the, But ft was kfnd of tough, gohg to and from, at the time. 

The busses, E thbk, at the t b e  ran about two hours a day. When 

people go to work, they stop; and then when people got off from 

work, they would start running agqin, 

But it wasnRt too bad, The rent was where we could handle it, 

I thtnk we were paphg about $60 a month, )Fe a11 cupped in because 

at that tfme we were on a scholarshfp, So we would pool our money 

and pay the gent, )Fe had the noon and the wening meal on canpus, 

and very seldm would we eat breakfast, But once we got some 

tralnsportation,,.after I went through about three or four cars, and 

"Ab" went through a car or two, we /managed to get sume transportation 

to the campus, 

)hrcello: Now this whole business eoncerntng I h r i n g  arrangements was a 

decision thqt was made within the actmin$stration, I gather, 

Kf ng : We were told it was made by the board of regents, We sort of 

sur4sed tbt: it wasn't so much that they didn't want us fn the 

athletk dom, as much as we felt like they didn't want us that close 

to the girrls, I had sume friend gPrls up there. As a mtter of 

fact, one of my good buddies was my science lab partner, vho is 

the profeas$~nal golfer, Sandra PcL.lat=r, Sandra Palmer qnd G. A. 



Voore and X were Jab partners in Dr. LgttVs science class, We 

always s a M  Sandra was M l t  like 6 fullback, But we felt that 

thqt was the prisary reason for us not being allowed to l%ve on 

the campus, because of the closeness of us being to the girls in 

the dolmitory, And we really didntt push it after the coaches did 

all they could to try to get ue on campus, We didn't pursue it 

anymore, 

Harcello: Recollect the house fire. lCve talked a little blt with some of 

the coaches about that, and thqt ww ,a un2que situation. Apparently, 

the b s e  burned totally to the ground, and you and Abner lost all 

your clothes and all ywr possessions, Apparently, from what T 

gather, the university and some of your buddies and the townspeople 

eeally pallied behind you two, 

Kbg : I'm trybg to think of the month, T want to say it was Tebruary 

16, 1957, 'X belteve it was a Wedneeday, II do know it was coXd 

because Z hed two pair of pants, two shirts, a sweater, and my 

overcoat. P waa sitting An 3ks. Crawfordla zoolegy class at the 

the, qnd someone came through the door and beckoned for me. I 

was a little hesrtant to go out, but they insisted. I went out, and 

I was fold that the house where we were ltving was on fire, So 

T tiptoed An and told Mrs. Crawford that T had to leave because of 

that, qsd she said, "Okay. Let me b o w  ff there's urytNng I can 

do to help ," 

E mrrt out, find wiaen IE got; tbcre, St ma gone. We went into 

our bedroom that we rhared, YQU could 8ee a portion of thie or 8 



burnt  shoe o r  a shirt with maybe. t h e  s leeves  burned off  and 

t h e  rest of tt s t i l l  i n t a c t ,  T t  was kind of tough, being t h a t  

cold  and everything you have f s  gone, SQ P c a l l e d  home, and my 

wi fe  end he r  DOPI came up and got  me, "Ab'' had an aunt  t h a t  l ived  

next door, s o  he went over t h e r e  u n t i l  h i s  dad could come and pick 

hfm up, 

Between t h e  church t h a t  T attended i n  Denton,,.and same of 

t h e  people i n  t h e  c i t y  s o r t  of r a l l i e d  and pooled t h e f r  nroney and 

got  us some c lo thes ,  T t  was tough t o  have l o s t  a l l  you had, 

For tunate ly ,  T had a brother.  I wqs a l i t t l e  b i t  t h i c k e r  t h i n  he, 

but T. d i d  managed t o  squeeze f n t o  some of h l s  c lo thes ,  ''Ab'' had 

no one h&s s i z e  a t  home, s o  i t  vgs a l i t t l e  tough. But they did 

r a l l y  and come t o  our rescue. 

I h r c e l l o :  So i n  terns of your o v e r a l l  l i v i n g  quar te r s ,  then, youmentfoned 

awhtle @go t h a t  &t was a matter of fncowenience more than anything 

else, 

King : Right. 

na rce l lo :  A s  far as M v h g  q u a r t e r s  themselves were concerned, 'i don't see 

t h e r e  were any problems. 

Ung : Very t r u e ;  very good, The f t r s t  year t h a t  we went the re ,  l i v i n g  

v f t h  h i s  s b t e r , . , s h e  had f i v e  boys, so  it was a l i t t l e  crowded, 

but  ft was a f c e ,  When you're s f t t t n g  2x1 pour room t r y t n g  t o  study, 

and they &re ripping srnd runnrng around the house-and she worked 

Pi.ghtel-3E was U n d  of rough, and wetd huve t o  h o l l e r  a t  them t o  

tone  down, But tt was more of an hconvezubnce than anytMng else. 



We had a n i c e  four-room house f o r  next year,  and "Ab" and 

I bunked together ,  and B i l l y  and A r t  bunked together.  We had 

a spare  room and a big ,  huge ki tchen,  We'd a l l  ge t  i n  and burn 

our food occas ional ly ,  but i t  was n ice .  We kind of took p r ide  i n  

sprucing i t  u p  and making i t  look good, When guys l i k e  Oscar 

Robtnson and Paul Hogue,,.oh, there ' s  another one, but  T can ' t  th ink 

of h i s  name, But when t h e  baske tba l l  teams from Cincinnat i  and 

around would cane i n ,  wevd t ake  them over t o  t h e  house, One year 

we braught them t o  Dallas becmse  t h e r e  j u s t  wasn't t h a t  much Ss 

Denton t o  s e e ,  So we'd b r b g  them t o  Da l las  and t r y  t o  show them 

a good t b e ,  i n  t h e  hope t h a t  when w e  came through t h e i r  f a f r  c i t y  

that they,d do t h e  eame, But we had a afre l i t t l e  swanky house t h a t  

we fkxed up. 

Cununings: Did y m  ever g e t  a f e e l i n g  of beMg i s o l a t e d  from t h e  r e a t  o f  them? 

Here's a f o r t p m a n ,  fiftycmc~n v a r s i t y  team, and two of you have t o  

l i v e  c l e a r  ac-s town, while t h e  rest of t h e  team, you know, i s  

chumming Pt up A n  t h e  dormitor ies  gqd l i v i q g ,  you know, ten f e e t  

away from each o the r ,  a l l  up and down t h e  h a l l ,  

King : Not r e a l l y  gsolated.  'Prustrated,  maybe, Nter pu t t fng  I n  a hard 

day on t h e  f o o t b a l l  f i e l d ,  you're hayAng t o  t r y  t o  make i t  t o  t h e  

Unicm &I2ld&ng,.,see, once we % e f t  t h e  p r a c t i c e  f i e l d ,  w e  would 

probably go by t h e  Union Buildimg and pick up aPepsi-Colaand a 

paclqge of peqaut b u t t e r  crackers  and munch on those un t i l  we got  

home, &ad hem these guys are, PracCically a l l  of them have 

autosobtles, .ad they p u l l  i n t o  the doma; and you pass  by the dorm, 



and we hear all the noise going on, laughing going on, and one 

of these hunger pangs run across you, and the old stomach grows, 

Yes, you began to get a little frustrated and say, ''Man, is it all 

worth it?" But we never felt separated and not a part of the team, 

Srcello: It's kind of ironic because in one of our interviews, the person 

said that later on, when they were recruiting blacks, one of the 

stipulations that the blacks insisted upon was that they don't have 

to live on campus (chuckle). 

King : (Chuckle) Well, I'll tell you. We had to make our own fun. You 

see, the first year we were there, there were only twelve or 

fifteen of us, maybe. We would come to college, and then we would 

go home. We really didn't know what college life was like. I 

didn't, until my junior year, after my mom passed, and I decided, 

"I'm going back up here and get my work." I would leave the foot- 

ball field and go to the library, I would go in the stacks, and I 

would stay until I'd get those assignments. There were evenings 

at six-thirty and seven olclock.,.and I had seen in the movies 

college campuses with the lights and the little pondand all, and 

although they were there at North Texas, I only saw It during the 

day. 

But here I had an opportunity to see it at night. We attended 

some bonfires and pep rallies at night. I guess during my sophomore 

and junior year, college really became more of a college, and I 

think that because of  the ruccese we had our fresbn year, we 

really felt like we were a part of this university. So it really 



got good the soplwmore year, 

But we had a lot of fvnbecause we had to make it up 

ourselves, The only thing we really had was a little,,,they had 

union center out there that the veterans had built, and they had 

dances, and we would go to that, Or a group of us would ga wer 

to someone's house, and we'd play cards. m a d  play "Bid Whish," 

Pf you don't make your bid, you'd have a pitcher of water, and 

you drank that water. It was a lot of fun, 

We really dtdn't try to get into any of the fraternaties, so 

ve decided one year, "~et's have our own independent fraternity." 

We had one, but I don't remember what we called it. The group that 

got together and wrote the guidelines 4nd bylaws and all initiated 

each other, 

Marcello; This wasn't the Geezles, was it? 

King : No, the Geezles was the athletic fraternity, %st of the athletes 

belonged to the Geezles. But this was strictly a black fraternity. 

We got together and drew up guidelines, and we decided we would 

initiate each other for a week, Well, the first one, and the one 

that hurt me nose than anything, was the one that Arthur Perkins 

put on me, E couldn't drive my car to school for a week; I had 

to w l k ,  

On Friday at twelve o'clock, the Mtiation was over, and we 

were to be brothers, Art m n t  to bed, I was stttfng tn the Wtchen, 

vrWag a t b n e ,  and it dawned on z ~ e ,  %'hat rascal got me, and I 

dMnh get h$m back," There was @,box of aalt sitting on the table, 



ao F decided t h a t  E would get  t h a t  b m  of s a l t  and sp r ink le  i t  

down t h e  h a l l .  T went and got  h t s  toothbrush and woke htm up, 

I sa fd ,  "Brother Perkins,  someone has wasted s a l t  a l l  up and 

down t h i s  hall, W i l l  you take t h i s  and sweep i t  up f o r  me?" Be 

had t o  t ake  t h e  toothbrush and go down t h e  h a l l  and sweep i t  up. 

But i t  was a l o t  of fun; w e  enjoyed I t ,  

Thqt s p r i n g  we pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  t h e  t r a c k  meet, and we decided 

we'd a l l  c u t  our h a i r  o f f ,  )Fel l ,  Y knew how my wife was going t o  

r e a c t  t o  that, But I didn ' t  want t o  be d i f f e r e n t  from anyone else, 

so  K hqd t h e  barber t o  cu t  i t  o f f ,  A t  t h e  time, I used t o  wear 

a be re t  a l l  the time. So T came hone t h a t  weekend, l a t e ,  on purpose. 

She was t h e  bed, so  I prepared ~ y s e l f  f o r  bed, and 'I. kept my 

b e r e t  on. She woke up during t h e  n igh t  and pulled i t  o f f .  I woke 

up aadpu t  f t  on, She f i n a l l y  d i s c w e r e d  that I had c u t  a l l  of my 

ha5r o f f ,  She j u s t  went t o  slapping me a l l  w e r  my head, She was 

q u i t e  angry because X'd had i t  c u t  a f f ,  But once T t o l d  he r  why I 

did  i t  and a l l ,  2 t  helped a l i t t l e  b t t - b u t  not  much (laughter).  

She had t o  accept  i t  because a l l  t h e  haAr was gone. 

But we had a l o t  of good t b e s  t h a t  we made f o r  ourse lves  out  

t h e r e , . , s t r e e t  sof tbal l , . .we made our own l i t t l e  golf  course, As 

a wtter of f a c t ,  9: used t o  l i k e  t o  g e t  fn t h e  back yard and h i t  

gol f  b a l l s .  B i l l y  C h r i e t l e  had never played golf  i n  h i e  l i f e ,  and 

T. W 8 8  t r y i n g  t o  teach hfim how t o  play g o l f ,  I would daresay r i g h t  

now tkt 6W.  can go out r&ght now qrtd probably shoot p a r  go l f .  

Be's a 7ery good g o l f e r  , 



Marcello: 

King : 

After w r  freshman year,  a ~ d  a f t e r  we'd managed t o  get  an 

automobile, I! r e a l l y  d idn ' t  want t o  live on canpus, not  so ~rmch,., 

I th ink  i t  was because of t h e  scholarsh;tp, L needed every penny 

I could rake  u p  because I was married and had a son, and son 

mmber two was on t h e  way, So P had t o  t r y  t o  provide f o r  me on 

t h e  campas and send t h e  m l l k m n e y  home f o r  t h e  wife and k ids ,  So 

t h a t  was one reason T stayed off  campus, because of t h e  scholarship  

money. 

How m l d  you say you were recefnred i n  t h e  black community of 

Denton? Dfd they consider you a s  heroes, that is, you and Abner? 

Yes, X do be l i eve  they looked upon u s  as heroes, e spec ia l ly  t h e  

Wgh school k ids .  Now t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a t  t h e  high school d idn ' t  s e e  

i t  t h a t  way, Professor  Xedd was a f a n t a s t i c  adminis t rq tor ,  but he 

d id  not  want t h e  co l l ege  guys coming on t h e  high school cgmpus, So 

i t  was taboo, Oh, we go t  even wfth h&n, but It was taboo f o r  us 

t o  go on t h e  campus. I th ink,  deep down ins ide ,  Professor Wdd 

a p p r e c i a t e d f i a t w e  were doing and was g lad  f o r  us ,  but he  had a 

job t o  do, a n d h e d i d  not  want any o u t s i d e r s  coming on his campus. 

Even today, I don't  want any o u t s i d e r s  c&ng on - this campus, I 

don' t  care wha they a r e ;  they di.srupt the l ea rn ing  process. So he 

r e s t r i c t e d  u s  from a t t end ing  any of t h e  high school a c t i v i t e s  t h e r e  

u n l e s s  a t  was a paid af fa i r - footbar1  or baske tba l l  o r  something. 

I& could a t t e n d  t h a t ,  but other t b n  that,, .but I would say t h a t  

In the eyes of the community ae a whole, yes, we were well-received. 

Oqe thing that T did ,  that E dfdnqt r e a l i z e  what was g o h g  on.. . 



I l a t e r  found ou t ,  When T went t o  Depton, I had a l o t  of khaki 

pants and s o r t  of denim, dress-looking pants .  'Most of t h e  people 

wore b lue  jeans ,  So i n  some people's eyes, E looked l i k e  I was 

a sharp d resse r  o r  was t ry ing  t o  w t - d r e s s  o ther  people, and t h a t  

wasn't t h e  case  a t  a l l .  T was just wearing what T had. But once 

I r e a l i z e d  t h f s ,  E s o r t  of swftched i n  and got  me two o r  t h r e e  

p a i r s  of b lue  jeans  and s t a r t e d  wearing them, and everything was 

okay, 

Marcello: Did you ever nmke any of t h e  t r i p s u p  t o  P i l o t  Point  with Vernon 

Cole? T b o w  t h a t  Abner d i d  on occas$ons, 

Kfng : I never d td ,  E went through P t l o t  Point  one t ime ,  but P n w e r  went 

up t o  P i l o t  Pofnt with 'Vernon, 

Cummlngs: You bow,  i n  yvrur t a l b g  of your f r e s k n  year a t  North Texas, you 

painted g p r e t t y  harmonious p i c t y r e ,  You safd  t h a t  when you got  

out  of t h e  cab, you remember t h e  p layers  coming up and shaktng 

your hand and welcoming you t o  North Texas and so  f o r t h .  I would 

th ink  t h e r e  m l d  have had t o  have been some e a r l i e r  inc iden t s  

t h q t  might have happened, when you consider t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  he re  

you're g e t t t n g  eighteen your kfds d i r e c t l y  out  of high school, from 

d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s  of t h e  s t a t e ,  and this is  t h e  mid-1950's when 

segregat ion was still s t rong,  Do you r e c a l l ,  you know, i n  some of 

those  f $ r s t  workouts, some of t h e  f i r s t  th ings ,  i n  t h e  locker  

room, perhaps, where eome h c i d e n t e  happened t h a t  l a t e r  resolved 

thwelves? 

Rfsg: I don't  recal.3. a a h g l e  2mcMent. Pf  there was, it was w e l l -  



concealed, I j u s t  d idn ' t  s e e  i t ,  Now t h e r e  were times when we 

would have workouts, We would have s p r i n t  d r i l l s .  I would b l a s t  

ou t ,  You'd have one o r  two of t h e  ends came down and say, "Hey, 

slow down, We're t i r e d ,  You make us look bad,'' This kind of 

th ing,  But as f a r  as anybody being negat ive  o r  non-receptive, i t  

wasn't the re ,  They would t a l k  around you o r  something; they may 

not  hold a c o w e r s q t i o n  with you d i r e c t l y ,  Here I an, i n  t h i s  

pigeonhole, and here ' s  a guy here  and one here,  and they may have 

a conversaticm; and here  I am, s tanding r2ght  here  between them, 

But E d i d n t t  pay it any a t t e n t i o n  b e c w s e  I guess one reason is 

t h a t  it r e a l l y  hadn't dawned on me a t  the time what was taktng p lace  

and what was r e a l l y  going on, Tt r e a l l y  b s d n v t ,  

P guess my boys a r e  g e t t i n g  more out  of what I d id  a t  North 

Texas now thpn I because occas ional ly  I dl1 run i n t o  someone, 

and they wl11 ask, "What's your name?'! h d  T V 1 l  say, "T'm Leon 

King," VDid you go t o  Pra5r ie  View?" '%o, I was a t  North T q a s , "  

"Oh, yeah, T can remember when you and bbner went up there." And 

i t  kfnd of makes my boys f e e l ,  "Bey, Pfa, kind of proud of 01' Pops." 

But I don ' t  r e c a l l  any fnc iden t s  where we w e r e  not  well- 

rece%ved, Ef I was i n  t h e  Union Building and I needed s m ~ m o n e y - -  

X was s h o r t - a n d  t h e r e ' s  o ld  Smmxy Stanger s tanding over t h e r e , ,  ,and 

he probably got  more of a r i b  than anybody because of t h e  s h e  of 

h i s  head, They hAd thls sqyiqg. , ,he was from Van, T m s ,  a b i g  

redhead who played fu l lback,  vho -8 lrter converted t o  a center .  

His head was no large t h a t  they had t o  send back t o  Van t o  g e t  h i s  



helmet sent to North Texas, and they had to paint it because 

no one carried one his size. But we would walk up, "Hey, Sanmay, 

let me have a dime until we get to practice this evening." He'd 

go into his pocket and get one. George Herrin was another one. 

George was a guard. We would borrow from each other. 

Xost of them's girlfriends were very, very receptive. The 

year that I didn't play football, T played with,..we had this 

little independent league. They picked the.,.what do you call them... 

All-stars. And I was chosen from our fraternity. Instead of me 

playing offense--and that's what I thought they were chosing me 

for--they put me in at linebacker on defense. 1 managed to intercept 

the football and run a touchdown. My God, I was swarmed! Scared 

the daylights out of me. 

There was another time I was frightened, though. The North 

Texas freshman team was undefeated. We were playing Paris Junior 

College, the last football game of the year. We had a huge crowd 

at Fouts Field. We went in at halftime behind, and it was the 

first time I ever heard Coach Bahnsen raise his voice, get mad, 

and use profanity. But later found out he "psyched" us. He walked 

in, chewed us out, told us what he wanted to do, and maid, "I 

thought I had some football players, and I have a bunch of babies!" 

Then he walked out. Well, "The Solidifier" got up and gave his 

little pep talk-01' Vernon Cole. We pulled ourselves together, and 

we went oat that second half; and Parla could do nothing right, and 

we could do nothing wrong, and we beat them. 



There was a b ig  recept ion committee wqit ing on us as we 

were g e t t i n g  ready t o  go back i s t o  t h e  f ie ldhouse ,  Well, I had 

pulled my headgear off  and was j u s t  joggling on i n ;  and I had 

as many wMte g i r l s  hanging off  of my neck as any of t h e  o the r  

guys, L t  f r ightened m e  a l i t t l e  b i t  because I was concerned about 

how o t h e r s  e g h t  perceive t h i s .  Personally,  it  d idn ' t  bother me 

because E'm w h i t t l i n g  my way on through here ,  

&It t h e r e  were a l o t  of people who d idn ' t  see color .  They saw 

you a s  as ind lv idua l t  "Now herels a guy playing f o o t b a l l  f o r  us, 

and he's done a f a n t a s t i c  job, Why not  congratvla te  him?'' 

but,  yes, X th ink,  too, t h e r e  were t h s  t h a t  we  were given 

l i t t l e  odd jobs. We had a l i t t l e  job t o  do during t h e  v a r s i t y  

f o o t b q l l  gqme, Sometfates T th ink  they were done t o  keep u s  ou t  of 

t h e  l i g h t ,  Some of t h e  guys worked in t h e  concession stand,  some 

so ld  programs, "Ab" and T held t h e  pass ga te ,  So when the  athletes' 

wives cume up, they g ive  u s  t f c k e t s ,  and they go through t h e  pass 

gate ,  Now ycru can look at  that and say, "They wanted them back 

out  of t h e  my, They d idn ' t  want thoee black guys over the re  i n  

t h e  coqcession a rea ,  They'd atll a l l  b u s b e s s  away." 

But 1 r e a l l y  don't  t h i d c  t h e  c i t i z e n s  of Denton saw it 

t h a t  my--E r e a l l y  don't-because i f  t h e r e  were two people i n  Denton 

vho were well-known, and i f  any one guy wanted t o  run f o r  mayor 

and via it by a landsl fde ,  I do b e l i e v e  &ner could have done f t  

our fres-n or e o p h m r e  yeqrs a t  North Texas, But they saw "Lil 

Abner," a razz le -dazz le  f o o t b a l l  pl,ayer that Was j u s t  absolute ly  



fantastic, carry the football like a loaf of bread but nwer 

fumble it. People couldn't understand why, but he'd always 

carried that football right out in the palm of his hand and 

would never lose ft, But, no, I can't recall any real bad 

incidents that happened on the team, 

Marcello: Whenever you had any personal prablems, whatever it might be, who 

aaong the coaches would you be nore apt to go to? 

King : hhnsen, becquse of the relatfonship that we had on the freshman 

team, Now X felt comfortable with Coach mtchell, but Coach Mitchell 

didn" t41k nnrch. He wasn't much of 4 talker. 'I felt comfortqble 

around all of theq, but Z would always to to Coach Bahnsen, 

E had car trouble on the campus one wcning, and he was over 

on the tennis court. I went over and talked to hlm, and he came 

over and gqve me a boost and I weat on about my business, But, yes, 

T feltvery, very comfortable with Bqhnsen, Bahnsen would sort of 

tell YS who to Cake subjects under, because this person was apt 

to be a little more lenient with an qthlete than this one over here, 

because thfs one didn't cqre who you are or how many touchdowns 

you run, you're going to get that work; whereas some would say, 

''Well, he played last night and dtd a good job, so I'll give him 

credit for that." (chuckle) 

Cumwings: It still goes on today, 

King : Oh, yes, &t still goes on todey, We need that, too, We need it 

bughterl! 

OaoPinga: DMnrt you may yoy had to leave about three-thirty? 



King : Yes, Z need to leave about three-thfrty, 

Cuuunings: Okay, maybe we can wrap this up right now. We would like to get 

back with you and maybe go a little more into detail of some of 

your freshman games, some of your sophamore and junior games, 

King t Sure. 1% enjoying it, 

Barcello: Mr. Klsg, At's been a great Antervtew, You're really gfving us 

the material that: we want, 

Cununings: We do apprecrate it. It'sveryinterestfng, 

King : I hope T donat say the wrong thf;sgs to make someone angry later 

on. But it's the truth, and it needs to c m e  out, But if there's 

any one institution that has made outstanding strides as far as 

fntegrqtioq axad segregation are concerned, it's North Texas because 

to me it's samething that happened overnight, People reacted very 

positively to it, They've doqe a fantastic job, 
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Dr. Marcello: This is Ron Marcello and Randy Gummings fntenriewlng Dr. Leon 

Ring for the North Texas State University Oral History Col- 

lection. The interview is taking place on September 20, 1982, 

in Dallas, Texas, We are interviedng Dr. King in order to get 

his srperiences and reminiscences during that period when he 

played a key role fn the integration of North Texas athletics. 

Xr. Cusmnings: We went over the first portion of the interview and wanted to 

kind of pick up where it end4 and Uad of conthue on, primarily 

recapping and recalling some of your actual game experiences, In 

the first kntemiew, you Briefly recapped some of your recollections 

f r m  your freshman year, and tbatts where r'd like to start 

today, ff we could. 

The first game that you played at North Texas on that fresh- 

m a  team was against Hardin-Sfanwas, I'm sure a lot of those 

games run together, and team aames and locations and stadiums and 

bcoree a l l m s h  together, but do you recall anything about that 
\ 

initZal collegiate football game you played t n ?  

Dr, King: The one thing that I recall about that game, -re than anything, 

is the fact that f ocored the $&rat touchdown. Behg the first 



fres-n t o  score  a touchdom i n  that ba!l,lgame, along with being 

t h e  f i r s t  hlack t o  score  one $XI t h e  BaZlgame, s o r t  of s tands out  

very v i v i d l y  i n  my mind. Eut E would say t h a t  is  probably the  one 

th ing i n  that p a r t i c u s e r  ballgame t h a t  P remember more than t h e  

o thers .  There were some th tngs  Chat happened i n  t h e  o the r  bal l -  

games t h a t  stand out  more so  than that. 

Cummings : HOW d i d  t h a t  touchdown cane about? 

King : It was a pass. I don't  r e c a l l  how long t h e  pass  was, but Vernon 

Cole, t h e  quarterback, t h r e w  a pass, and I was on t h e  receiving 

end of i t ,  And t h a t R a  how we accounted f o r  it. 

Cummings : Do you remember what k h d  of recept$oq you got  from your teammates? 

U n g  : Oh, j u s t  t h e  usual  p a t  on t h e  rump, a thump on t h e  head gear, and 

shaves on t h e  shoulders and all .  3 u s t  everybody was happy. The 

f a c t  t h a t  I vas t h e  f i r s t  one t o  score  a touchdown, o r  t h e  f i r s t  

black, r e a l l y  had no measisg at  t h e  t$,me, It was not vqtil  wel l  

afterwarde, when we s t a r t e d  r e a d b g  the write-ups f n  t h e  news- 

paper and it was brought mt that thts occurred, t h a t  it dawnedon 

me what had happened. But i t  was more o r  less a team e f f o r t ,  and 

y o d ' r g j u s t  doing t h e  bes t  you can f o r  t h e  team, 

What kind of d f f fe rences  Between t h e  type of f o o t b a l l  that you 

played 19 htgh school and that game, pour f i r a t  c o l l e g i a t e  gzune, 

dfd you see? 

XU hfgh school, T would say, Rn that p a r t f c u l a r  b a l l  game where 

we ple* aga$aet t rcr rdfs -Smr ,  we threw pore passes in that 

one b a l l  gage than we threw 2s the wble t h r e e  pars If played high 



school foo tba l l .  We were a basic  runping foo tba l l  team i n  

h%gh school; very seldom did we throw a pass,  And i f  we threw 

a pass,  werybody f n  the  stadium knew we were going t o  throw 

i t  because f t  was th i rd  and long, so everybody knew it .  Whereas 

f n  college,  we mixed i t  up p r e t t y  well-  pass with a run. 

Although we had some very, very good runners on t h a t  freshman 

team, $ t  was a good m b t u r e  of thro*ng and running, Whereas i n  

high school, you run and you puqt the  bqJ.1 and t r y  t o  keep them 

a g a h s t  tbe boards and hope that you get a break out of i t ,  But 

Basical ly  we had a running team 3m U g h  school and more of a 

~ t x t u r e  of running and passing fq college,  

C-ngs : Didn't you te l l  us before that! you never scored a touchdown i n  

htgh school? 

King : No, E scored one touchdown as a r e c e b e r  Pa high school, and i t  

was i n  a d i s t r i c t  ballgame, E t  was a cold,  c h i l l y  n$ght. We had 

just ran t h e  b a l l  the  whole f i r s t  half,  and when we went i n  a t  hal f -  

the, Coach sa td ,  We're  going t o  throw f t  a l i t t l e  b i t  because 

t!heycre playing against  t he  run," E t  was a l f t t l e  s i de l i ne  

pa t t e rn  that we ca l led  "pass f i . f tp four , "  where I go- and break 

out  about e ight  o r  t en  yards dowq and break t o  t h e  s ide l ine .  We had 

of f  of t ha t  same play, t he  t a i lback  trarl, F had t h e  optfon of 

pf tching ft  t o  him o r  keepfng it,  The f i r s t  t h e  we threw f t ,  I 

c o 4 d  feel t he  back c&ng en me, mo X pitched t t - b a c k  t o  the 

taf lbsck,  and he nude a *izabl,e g&n, me n m t  the we d M  it, 

X faked a p&ch, The defcnmfve back mt t o  t h e  trail* ta i lback ,  



Cmmnings : 

Ring : 

Marcel10 : 

c m s g s  : 

King: 

and T just spun off and scored the touchdown. I was so excited 

I didn't kqow what to do at first, As a matter of fact, I 

was probably the first receiver to score a touchdown in some 

two or three years $n high school because we just didn't throw 

the football-we just ran it, 

How much were p u  personally and Abner used in that first game? 

Were you starters? 

Definitely, On that particular freshxnan ball club, I: think we 

only had about seventeen or eighteen members of that team, We 

had one end that was a reserve aqd maybe two or three backs that 

were reserves, But we played the whole ballgame all the time. 

What position on defense did you play? 

X played end on defense, and Abner was a back. There was no 

r4fef. You had to get your relief  in between plays, Coach 

Bahasen did a beautiful job is conditioning us because we just 

dfdntt have anybody to sub for ue. So we were in  top shape. 

Were there any instances of racism that game? Any of the 

players on thefr team? 

No, none whatsaever. It was a real goad, clean football game-- 

a rery clean football game. None whatsower, 

Utrere was that game played? 

T. belfeve it was played i n  Abifene, 

X t  w e  played kn Abilene. T remember now, yes; and I remanber 

the long drtve, It was eort of dusty out that way, rery prairie- 

Ifke, md I bad never been -lace 35ke that. E guess Wehlta 



Falls was the farthest T had been in high school. And, yes, I 

can remember tt being very pratrk-lfke out in that area, 

We dtned on the campus, and, Z beliwe, immediately after 

the game we headed toward Penton, so we didn't spend the night. 

But it was a real good, clean-cut ballgame, 

Marcello : Did you dine wlth the rest of the players on the campus? 

Ring : Yes. It was in the athletic aafeeeru. 

Clmmings : Okay, the second game of that year was against Navarro Junior 

College, From my discussions with Coach Bahnsen and Coach McCain, 

they said a lot of things happened-extracurricular things happened-- 

at that game, One, which T'd Iflte you to recall, was arrfring 

at the stadium...the team bus arrhfng at the stadium. You had 

some problems getting through the gate, and same of the stadium 

personnel there apparently gave Coach Bahnsen some problems because, 

pr-rily, you and Abner were on the bus and on that team. 

T guess it a11 started when we arrived, We. were to dine at a 

cafeteria; 1 believe ft was a hotel, The food wasn't quite ready 

when we got there, so Coach told us to walk around the city and 

stretch our legs a little bft. 30e P m r ,  George Heacker, and 

X just walked around, and Abner and Vernon were walkhg around-- 

two separate groups. We caught quite a few eyes just from that. 

When we got back to eat, we were told that accommodations had 

been made for as in the back. 

Ctmrmings : For you and Clbacr, 

u n g  : Wght. So P started to push my c u r  back to get up, and Joe 



caught my hand and s a i d ,  "Wait a minute!'' And he t o l d  Coach 

Bahnsen, Ceach Bahnsen t o l d  t h e  owner, ''Ef they can ' t  eat with 

us out  f r o n t ,  then no one e a t s .  We're a team," The gentleman 

r e a d i l y  agreed, Be s a i d ,  ''1 thought may.be you wanted t h m  i n  t h e  

back," He s a i d ,  "Oh, no, W e  are a team, and w e ' l l  a l l  sit out 

he re  and eat , ' '  hnd we d id ,  

jk then went t o  t h e  stadium, Ue got t h e r e  a l i t t l e  ea r ly ,  

8qd Coach j u s t  had us t o  l a y  down and r e l a x  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  Well, 

when i t  was time f o r  us  t o  a u f t  out, we j u s t  put  on our pants  and 

j e r seys ,  and we came out  and s t a r t e d  warming up. 

Oh, T'd say about t h f r t y  mimrtes before game ttee, w e  began 

t a  hear  ,a l i t t l e  chant f n  t h e  scads: Wet Chose niggers  off  

tke fteld!" Beaut i fu l  l i t t l e  chant;  ngce l i t t l e  rhythm, So 

"Ab" said, "Hey, do you hear what E hear?" T s a i d ,  "We're hearing 

t h e  same thing-I do:" H e  maid, "Wtll,  E ' 1 1  t e l l  you what. 

Before t h f s  B.21 gume is wer tonight ,  let's make them wish they 

had ," E saAd, "Okay, I'm with  you ," 

We go back i n  and come ou t  a f t e r  Coach gave u s  t h e  l i t t l e  

pep t a l k ,  W '  received on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  n igh t ,  and on t h e  f i r s t  

p lay  of the  ballgame, Coach Bahneen c a l l e d  "fifty-eight,quick." 

T b t  ts Abner-give the quick p i t c h  around my s f d e ,  I bave an 

apf.20n. Ef t h e  d e f e n s h e  end la pJ,aying where Z can hook around 

hbv and p i c k  up t h e  linebacker w#rhout hSm i n t e r f e r i n g  v i t h  t h e  

phy, then t h t v a  what r 40, Xf hetc plqytag ou t s fde  of my 

rhouldar, then I h a v e t t b l o c k  hPP), Srrre m g h ,  he war playing 



about a yard or  so out,  so I had t p  block him. The linebacker 

smelled the  play. I hooked the end, the linebacker came up, and 

he and ''Ab" h i t  head-on, both layAng s&-conscious, PFe get 

"Ab" over t o  the  s ide l ines .  They had t o  bring the  s t r e t che r  over 

t o  take the other young man off t h e  f i e l d ,  They rushed him t o  

t he  hosp i ta l ,  You could have bought me r i gh t  then f o r  about a 

penny, T was ju s t  scared t o  death. 

l iarcello : How dXd the  crowd reac t  a t  t h a t  npraent? 

King : X r e a l l y  don't how,  T r e a l l y  donat know how the  crowd reacted. 

T do know tha t  8s we continued the  ballgame, I was coastant ly  

being collpnintcated t o  from the  defensive players:  "You're going 

t o  have t o  p#y f o r  t ha t  one.'' T j u s t  hung i n  and dfd the best  

I could, 

Well, during the contest ,  X r e c e h e d  a few b i t e8  and constant 

ncuge-calli.ng, and J wen got spat  on a time o r  two. Big Joe got 

t i r e d  of i t  and got back l q  the  huddle and j u s t  got mad and cal led 

f o r  a play t o  our s ide,  where we would do a double-team block. 

r f  Joe wanted me t o  block with htm, he w u l d  c a l l  a "sixty-sfx," 

That wwld mean double-team. Tm c@ng out of t he  huddle, Joe 

sa id ,  "You Ut h b  low, I %I g o h g  t o  come across  high," T said,  

"Okay," So X aade the lead block and hit h3m j u s t  below the Icnee. 

Joe cane acroea him v i t h  a f o r e a m  shuf f le  m d  Und  of l a i d  h h  

out  a l i t t l e  while, That tended Po M e  eased things up a l i t t l e  

Mr. But J! war at211 scared, 

l?c mu the Wlgme, L acme4 a touchdowst, but f t  was cal led 



back because they sa id  I stepped out of bounds, After the  bal l -  

game, "Ab" and X s o r t  of got i n  the  middle of our team because 

they had about a four-foot fence, and the dressing room was jus t  

off t o  the  side-a l i t t l e  b i t t y  barn-like building off t o  the  

s ide ,  W e  had t o  go throughwybe  200, 250 fans,  Coach had 

"Ab" and I t o  get r i gh t  i n  the  m3ddle of the  team, Everybody 

had his headgear i n  h i s  hand, holding hfs face  mask, j u s t  Pn case 

he had t o  u s e  f t ,  We went th~ough,  and we had some name ca l l ing ,  

both black and white-"nigger-lwers," and t h i s  kind of thfng-- 

but we j u s t  nonch lan t ly  walked on *a, undressed, and by the time 

we came out a f t e r  the  ballgame, the  crowd had diss ipated,  and tha t  

was i t *  

Itt was a frsghtening thing f o r  m e  t o  go through, andIguess  

a s  long a s  P l f ue ,  I'll never forget  i t ,  But one thfag i t  dfd, 

T. f e e l  i t  brought our team c loser  together. It was gra t i fy ing  

t o  know t h a t  weqrbody didn ' t  f e e l  the same way about blacks. Joe 

Pryor s tuck up f o r  m e  a l l  the  way through, H e  wasn't t he  only 

one, George Heacker was another one, Itwas j u s t  a r e a l  good group 

of gyys t o  be associated with, But rt was a f r ightening night ,  

P was to ld  l a t e r  t h a t  my high pchool coaches came down from 

Dallas Lincoln, and they were not allowed t o  a t tend t h e  ballgame. 

So I guess "Ab" and I were the only two blacks fn  the  whole 

etadtum, But i t  was a frighten3ag *fit f o r  us. 

I h r c e l l o  : tet'o go back and f i l l  f n  a couple of thtngs on t h i n  experience 

over r t  M v u r o  b f o r  College, Yvu lcnrfoned t h a t  when the two 



groups were walking down the  s t r e e t  pr&x t o  ea t ing  there ,  you 

could sense o r  f e e l  a c e r t a h  mount  of h o s t i l i t y .  Describe 

what you m a n  by t ha t .  

You get  t he  $supreasion t h a t  '?here's a color t h a t  we have never 

seen before,'I You know, ''Berets iq black $n Corsicans, and we 

h4ve never seen a black before $n our lbms,'' And everybody 

was j u s t  s t a r i n g  and watchAng and j u s t  looldng. It was a fumy  

feel5qg--a very funny fee l tng ,  

Harcello: O r  a l s o  a black walking v f t h  a W t e  on ae&ng terms of equal i ty ,  

KTng : Right, &d w were laughing and talR*ng and looking i q  wiqdows 

and p o f n t h g  a t  th ings ,  T would h g i a e  t h a t  t he  ones t h a t  were 

waSchfing f e l t  the same way about EWP t e m t e s  as they did  

about me beccruae, %enews a black, and he re t s  two whites wslkimg 

w&tA a black. They couldnut  be one of us," So you could j u s t  

f e e l  t be  tene;tron of people watchAqg yvu  4s you walked around the  

mlP, 

m r c e l l o :  A l s o ,  youmentioned that t he  ho t e l  personnel had s e t  up spec i a l  

eatsng accomodations for you and Abncr. What were t h e  reac t ions  

of t he  ho t e l  personnel when they wepe pqfomed by Coach Bahnsen 

and o thers  t h a t  "those guys a m  s o t  going t o  e a t  separately." Was 

there  finy pro t e s t s  o r  t h r e a t s  or  anpt- of t h a t  uature being 

q d c  by the h a t e l  personnel? 

Ktng : No prates*, For  one t h h g ,  t he r e  were no people fn the c a f e t e r i a  

at  tbe t h e ,  find Coach WEnaeq put A t  m t h e  l i n e  t h a t  'febfher they 

at out hepe e t h  an,  or you% prepared a rot of food fo r  no thhg ,"  



So he had a choice: allow us  t o  eat there  or  take t h i s  l o s s  of 

some eighteen t o  twenty dinners t h a t  he had prepared and t h a t  would 

not  be paid fo r .  But no p ro t e s t  m s  made a t  a l l .  After  Bahnsen 

t o ld  him t h a t  we were t o  team and we a t e  together,  he read i ly  sa id ,  

"Okay, X thought t ha t  youwantedthm t o  e a t  back i n  t he  back," 

But afterwards we a t e  and left-no problems. 

Marcello : So you mentioned t h a t  i t  was a ca f e t e r i a ,  which meant t h a t  no 

whi tewai t ress  and so on had t o  s e n e  you, 

King: Yea, smeone brought out  dfnner t o  us  a t  the  t ab le ,  but  I don't 

r~rannber i f  i t  was the  ho t e l  manager o r  i f  they had waitresses.  

Marcello : Getting up t o  t he  game i t s e l f ,  you mentioned t h a t  a t  one point  

y ~ u  had been spa t  on by...or a t  least a t  one point ,  you had been 

spat on, Uhat was your reac t ion  wheq t h a t  happened? Z mean, t o  

me,  t h a t  has t o  be one of t he  ult-te humiliations. 

Well, you're m d ;  you ha t e  f t  happened. But you know t h a t  you're 

i n  s t range  t e r r i t o r y ,  and t h e  be s t  thing f o r  you t o  do is j u s t  

wipe f t  o f f  and keep going. I had never gone through anything 

l t k e  that before,  This was  t h e  f i r s t  encounter, so  t o  speak, of 

anything l i k e  t h i s  because I had l a o m  inthe:past  t h a t  you don't 

play gmes l i k e  t h i s ,  

Now i n  U g h  school, we oeed t o  play i n t e r r a c i a l  foo tba l l .  W e  

would occasfonally meet, say, a t  Exline Park and play foo tbe l l ,  

but  i t  never got t o  t h a t  pofat. Fou'd play pour hear t  out ,  and 

after the ballgame, people would shake hands and leave. 

brrt here, p u t r e  be* a p t  oq, p u t r e  being cursed, 

King : 



Ring ; 

you're being talked a b w t ,  and slugged and everything else; 

and the only thing you can do i s  take f t  because I knew, had 

T done anythtng, we would have been penaltzed, And there 's  real ly  

no t e l l t a g  what might would have happened-fan reaction or  vtrat, 

So I just took i t  and went on with P t .  

Cbmings : After tha t  f i r s t  game had gone so anoothly and t h i s  game jus t  

the oppos&Ce, rea l ly ,  had Coach Bahnsen warned the t e a m  or  warned 

you and Abner i n  par t icu lar  t h a t  sane of these thisgs might occur, 

such as the  sp i t t i ng  and b%ting, the d i r t y  playgng, the name- 

ca l l ing ,  

We knew whea we went and talked t o  Coach2litchell about coming 

ts North T e a s ,  In  h i s  counselfag d t h u s ,  he told us  tha t  things 

l f k e  tMs Wght occur. but we hod no p r b r  knowledge before the 

guae with Navarro that  i t  would be chat par t icu lar  b a l l g s ~ ,  We 

ha4 looked a year t n  advance. We thought f t  might be the Ole 

mss game because i t 'e, tradtt-1 tha t  North T e x s s  had always 

played Ole Wss the f f r s t  f44l game. We f e l t  l i k e  tha t  uwuld be 

the game where we would r e a l l y  be tested, But CReMiss was  always 

the hametem, T believe, f o r  f2nancial reasons. Coach W t c h e l l  

had cal led and told them t h a t  he had two blacks-this was our 

e o p h r e  yearnon the vars&ty, and they canceled tha t  game, so 

we had to  get another ballgmae for that one. Yes, he did counsel 

ru when we went up to  at tend tihe college, but we bad no pr ior  

knowledge before the Ibvarro gasae that u r e t h h g  Irke thfs m d d  

~ P P = Q  



King : 

Marcello : Tlq t h a t  counseling, did he t e l l  you or  advise you how t o  react  when 

things such a s  t h i s  would occur? 

No, he j u s t  to ld  us t o  expect f t ,  Be s t ressed sportsmanship, but 

as f a r  a s  us  tucking our t a t l s  and running back t o  the  huddle and 

a l l  of t h i s ,  no, he d i d n k  go i n t o  2t .  

Cummings : T know frcnn ta lking t o  Coach Bahsen tha t  he to ld  me t h a t  i n  t h i s  

game, prhr t o  the conclusion of A t ,  he was a f r a id  somethhg might 

happen t o  the  team, He cal led the team together and had them 

ac tua l ly  go d i r e c t l y  t o  the  bus ra ther  than back t o  the  dressing 

room t o  change, He  sa id  tha t  you ended up dr iving back t o  Denton. 

Do you r e c a l l  that a s  befng t h i e  game o r  another game where t h a t  

happened? 

Zt may have been tha t  game becatme that 2s the only game we had, 

t h a t  X can r e c a l l ,  t ha t  we had any Und of real ser ious  problems 

of t h a t  nature.  The thing t h a t  T remember most is going through 

that amal l ,  l i t t l e  ga te  a t h  a lour-foot fence and a crowd of 

people; and here I am, i n  the  middle of them with my head ducked 

and n!y helmet i n  my hand, ready t o  use  f f  T have t o  use it. 

Xn my sophomore year, w e  did ge t  i n t o  f i s t i c u f f s ,  but tha t  

was frr San Jose, Rnowing t h a t  Calffornia had been integrated f o r  

years, i t  didn ' t  bother me so m c h  oqt there. 

But we m y  have gotten on the  bus, We m y  have gone,. .P 

do know that the taam as a vhole wae a f r aM for thesinelves as 

much as Z m a  qfra id  f o r  myself, becauw we were r team uid here's 



King : 

very many schools i n  the South with blacks on the foo tba l l  team, 

so they j u s t  weren't ready f o r  Pt, 

Marcello: Tp our p rev ims  interview, we talked about the  spec ia l  r o l e  t h a t  

'Vernon Cole played. How about Joe Pryor? You .mentioned him 

s w e r a l  times concerning t h i s  incident a t  Navarro Junior College. 

Bfg Joe was my salvatton.  Joe, T b e l t w e ,  was from Diamond 

Hill-a big,  husky guy, j u s t  a s  nice,  mannerable, and gent le  a s  

he could be, m t $ 1  you made him mad, When he got mad, he was 

j u s t  a hard guy t o  handle, But 30e played r igh t  tackle ,  and I 

MS on the  r i gh t  end, and we j u s t  dtd everything together. So 

every opportun;tty P could get  t o  pat Joe on the back, I took 

advantage of t ha t  opportunfty, &at he was just a nfce, l ikable ,  

fri.end1y guy that was a good, mean, tough football player. 

Narcello : a s  he one of those people, though, l i k e  Vernon Cole, who more 

or  l e s s  went out of h i s  way t o  welcome yoa and Abner? 

Ring : No, no, Once we were there  09 the  team, Yernon Cole was very 

frAeadly, but X guess t he  one person that stands out more than 

anybody on t h a t  is  Garland Warren, who was a l o c a l  guy from 

Denton Rkgh School, When I got out of the  taxi and walked up 

toward the  f i e l d ,  he broke away frum what the team was dofng and 

came and introduced himself and j u s t  made me welcome. Once we 

got there, everybody gradually becane f r fendly and all. 

mere were some t h a t  really didn' t  accept ua, but eventually... 

there  was one young man i n  p r r t f c u l a r ,  from Corsieaaa, that  i t  

took about Wnd-a -ha l f  or three paarr f o r  h b  t o  real ly accept 



King : 

us as  members of the team, Ue played together and all, but 

he jyst wasnvt ready to  accept us.  

Cummings : Getting back to  that  Navarro game, i n  going back through the 

microfilrmed newspaper s ror iesof  tha t  game, 11 noticed tha t  t h i s  

was the f i r s t  geme where the nickname " L i l l  Abner" was picked up 

and u s e d i n t h e  newspapers, Do you h o w  how tha t  came about? 

Obviausly, i t ' s  i n  reference to  the c d c  s t r i p  character,  but 

was tha t  a l i fe long nicknane t h a t  he carr ied? 

No, hifs nlchume i n  high school was "Butch," We would c a l l  hlm 

"Butch," Bel iwe It or  not, when he'd put his helmet on and 

run, he looked l i k e  a bulldog, and occasionally we would c a l l  

h b  "Bulldog," 'Very seldom would you hear the name "Aher" called 

while he was fn high school,. Be was always referred t o  a s  "Butch," 

and,,,E dontt know.,,most blacks c a l l  people by t h e i r  l a s t  names, 

so we'd c a l l  him %ynes ," ht 'lAbnerpv was never used u n t i l  we  

gat fo  college, and T guess they pfcked up on the comic s t r i p  

and cal led his " L i l '  Abner,v' PI found myself, once we got In to  

college, callfng h h  AQner, and i t  was pret ty  hard f o r  me to do 

becauae L was so accustomed t o  ca l l ing  h b  "Butch." But I 

eventually learned to  c a l l  M "Wlv Abner" or ju s t  c a l l  him 

pls in  01' Abner , 

C-f ngs : Bow'd he pick up the naore "ButcPP? 

lung: X donat r e c a l l ,  X believe tha t  was froa his r e a l  ear ly,  early 

cbfldhood d a ~ s  , 

Grapiqgs: Coach BbPinsen told me tha t  followrtqg t b s e  f i r s t  two ganres-the 



King : 

l a s t  th ree  gwes  tha t  the  freshman teanr played tha t  year--that 

he invi ted Judge Gray t o  go asang w3th the team. He told  me he 

a l so  said  t ha t  he told  Judge Gray, "I would ju s t  l i k e  you t o  

come along and be a par t  of the  t ravel ing team." I n  ac tua l i ty ,  

he knew tha t  Judge Gray had a l o t  of connections, a l o t  of f r iends,  

i n  the  var ious  c i t f e s  t ha t  might be able  t o  help protect . . , fn other 

words, when the team came is there ,  t h e y d g h t  be ab le  t o  calm 

down any poten t ia l  r a c i a l  happeqlags that might happen, Do you 

r e c q l l  Judge Gray joining w&th the  term on erne of the bus t r f p s  

and how he was introduced t o  the  team and why he was there  and 

so fo r th?  

T n w e r  r e a l l y  knew why Judge Gray was there,  I h e w  he was 

there.  T r e c a l l  him being introduce4 t o t h e  team, but we had 

so many people tha t  were in te res ted  i n  foo tba l l  t ha t  was associated 

with t he  team,,.E forget  the  names, but 9 believe there  was D r .  

H%Ifer t h a t  came and watched our prac t ices  a l l  the  t h e ,  and there  

were two guys tha t  announced the bal3,gtmes I n  the  stadium tha t  

were constantly a t  our pract ices .  'Fw'd just look over t o  the  

s ide l ines ,  and you'd see people, and you'd get t o  know them. I 

j u s t  thought it was a pa r t  of the pluns  f o r  Judge Gray t o  go, so 

1 never questioned why he was there ,  other than, "Well, here's 

a loya l  Eagle t ha t ' s  j u s t  going t o  follow the b a l l  club." 

CuarPings : A t  the  conclua$on of the  Navarro game, when you got back on the  

bus and you b d  t* t o  cat;cb pur  breath, do you ranember what 

vmnt through F u r  head? Did .ad Aher get  together and look 



out the window and talk about it--hat had just happened and 

what you guys had just been through? 

No, we really didn't, "Ab" sort of had a seat to himself. I 

checked on him to see if he was okay-he was--because of the 

slight concussion that hetd had After I found out that he was 

okay, 9: just sat down and trted to relka, E knew what had 

taken place, but it really didn't hft me until the wee hours 

of the mrnfng, I can recall waking tn my sleep with just cold 

chtlls, and I: asked myself, "Es it really worth it? Ts is 

really worth it?" I guess I was just scared to death, Here 

T am, an efghteen-year-old going through something like this, and 

3: really dfdn't know what to expect, b d  it not been for Coach 

Bahnsen and the members of that team, X really don't h o w  what 

T would have done, But Joe was constantly patting IW on the back 

as we broke the huddles, and Vernon would get you in a huddle 

and look at you I n  such a way that  you'd keep calm, 

lor some reason, we were rfgbt-handed, I would may 85 to 

90 percent of our plays were run to the right side, so I was 

constantly blocking someone or getting in someone's way on each 

one of the plays, We just didnut W e  the decoy plays where I 'd  

try to fake samebody out. 

%ut, no, as far as us getting together and talkiag about 

i t  afterwards, we didn't do that, 

Cuaarings : You aafd you asked youreelf, "I6 &t a11 worth it?" Did you ever 

COW to Ihe point of wefghhg the posmfbUfty of quitting? 



King : 

King : 

Nwer, No, that's something ny old U g h  school track coach 

instilled in us: "If you ever sOart a race, you've got to finish 

it." He put me in a mile once, aqd T wanted to stop. But P thought 

about what he said, and I h e w  that, had X stopped, it wouldn't 

have been healthy for me because he would have got me. I was 

just too far gone to stop, So L said, "WeP1, heck, that's only 

one ballgcpne, Naybe the rest of them will be a whole lot better." 

And they were, They really were, 

Cummings : Whnt was that track coachas name,? 

King : A, W, Brashcar, 

Cummings : Well, after that one night you said pou woke up fn a cold sweat, 

Dfd you h w e  any further nighwres or m n t s  where you stopped 

and thought about what had happened t,n that game, or did you just 

put Pt ;ta the back of your 4 9 d ?  

We put in in the back of our Mnds and wved on, We talked about 

it t h e  and tfabe agafn aftexwards, a d  joked about it. Xt was 

sort of funny to us later on, but at the t h e  it was so real, 

W e n  now, E ttrisk about it, T go through Corsicana periodically- 

E have two eons at Prafrieview, and E go through Corsicana and 

down and around Capmterce way-and ft brings back memories. But 

once that excitepent was w e r ,  Okd bay a day or two afterwards, 

i t  was forgotten, Bahnsen made us forget it, He safd, "Hey, 

that particular grme is W t o r y ;  letw$ get ready for the next 

b811g.~~e, " 

1 belteve after that one, we weqt to Oklahoma. 1% not for 



King : 

sure  who the t u r d  opponant was. put we j u s t  removed i t  from our 

minds and went about our own busheas .  

C d n g s  : You r e c a l l  t ha t  incident p re t ty  vfividZy, That whole s i t ua t ion  

must have.made a tremendous hapact, not only la your l i f e  then 

but even now, L t  mst have been a major t ime  i n  your l i f e .  

Well, it 's one of the few experfences that E'm kind of glad I 

had but aamethtng tha t  X hope Inaver have t o  go through again. 

X hope no one ever has t o  go through aqything l i k e  t h a t  because 

it was horr ib le ,  

Uebe hcrd ef tvat ions  rkght here &q our c f ty ,  oh, j u s t  a 

n e k  o r  two ago out at  the Cotton lbw& t h a t  was a l o t  sb i lar  Po 

t h a t  s i . t w t b n  &a N.varro--a l o t  ei.rqf;lar t o  tha t  s i t ua t ion  i n  

Namrro. A pereon ju s t  shouldntt have t o  go through an ordeal 

U k e  that, 

Ctmariags : Okay, l%ke you mntioned,  tha t  t h i r d  guqc was a t  Oklahoma, against  

Hurray M M ,  Does t ha t  bring back m r i e s ?  TisholPingo? 

Yea, $ t  does! Bow w e l l  does f t bring back mamries: The one 

t h h g  tha t  T r e c a l l  about t h a t  ballgame $8 tha t  j u s t  p r io r  t o  

gofag on the  f i e l d ,  Coach Bahneen cal led me over t o  the side t o  

te l l  me that the tack le  t ha t  I m l d  be playing fn  f ron t  of 

mtghed r fgh t  a t  300 pounds, Be chore not t o  tell me u n t i l  t ha t  

t- t o  keep me from thinking about $r r sd  ge t t ing  nervow. llut 

he to ld  me, "You've got t o  beat h b  t o  C h e  charge, and you've 

wt t o  ge t  Wm low, o r  X f l l  h e  t o  c o w  ge t  you out of the stands,  

bacaubc tf he war get8 hir Bmda oq p u ,  tfratx8 ft ."  I thought 



about i t ,  but T knew,..I had an ankle block on him all night,  

and i f  T hit Ms knees, T could control  b because h i s  f i r s t  

motion was s t r a i g h t  up i n  the  a f r ,  3o he was a good ta rge t ,  but 

T had t o  h i t  h&m low; otherwise, T couldn't paove him--and L only 

wetghed about 180 pounds. So T had t o  beat him t o  the  charge and 

h i t  those b e e s  t o  move hin, Oh, did w e  have fun tha t  night: Oh! 

T would say i t  was f i f t y - f i f t y  because E can remember him j u s t  

taking mw and j u s t  pushing me t o  the  s ide  a the or  two, But 

there  were occasions, i n  d i r e  s r t w t i o a a ,  where we had, say, 

a thirdrsad-one o r  a third-and-two and they w e r e  colnfag.my way, 

asd r knew I had t o  move him, So E r e a l l y  dug i n  a d  got out 

of there ,  But $s some! s i t ua t ions  he got me, L have t o  admit he 

got ae, But t h a t  experience f n  OUahoqa was real nice,  fr iendly.  

T don't r e c a l l  any s i t ua t ions  that were bad, 

Cunrmings : E t h h k  i t  was Coach Mhnsen-possfbly Coach McCain-who said  

that Abne~ knocked out one of the*r players  ear ly  i n  the game 

priwarfly j u s t  from h i s  runnfng otyle ,  Can you r e c a l l  t ha t ?  

I wa8 t h h k h g  i t  was the Corsfcaxaa game where M and one of the 

guys h i t  head-on, and they both had a c o a e u ~ i m .  Itm almost 

sure  $t vae t he  Navarro gme.  

Cununiags : You z4ght be r$ght,  Twenty years ago Bas been a long tfne, 

U n g  : blow t n  one of the  ballgamas-1 dorrvthor  $f i t  was the  IUavarro 

gme o r  W c h  one A t  ~as--"Ab'~ brd juat h d  uurgery f o r  hemorrhoids. 

WL weren't . w e  t h a t  he ims go&- t o  play fn that balLgame. lfk 

=re on the o l d  bus. They hqd packed hh, and-trcbad the whole 



back sea t  by h h s e l f  t o  j u s t  l ay  back there  and relax.  He 

played tha t  ballgsme, but T don't remember what ballgame tha t  

was, l't may have been the Navarro ballgame. But everybody 

was a l i t t l e  uneasy because we didn't know i f  "Abn was going t o  

play or  no t ,  and we r e a l l y  needed him f o r  t h a t  psychological l i f t .  

And, sure  enough, he s t a r t ed ,  But he had had surgery a day or  

two p r io r  t o  t h a t  ballgame f o r  hemorrhoids and played an out- 

standing ballgsme. 

Cwmings : Okay, the  four th  game you played tha t  year was against  Abilene 

Chrgstian, Both teams were undefeated at t h a t  t h e ,  and Coach 

Bahnsen safd t h a t  one thing abouS t h a t  game t h a t  stands out i n  

hts  mtnd MS the  team tha t  had t o  ea t  f t s  pre-game meal i n  a 

c f t y  park, Be safd they stopped by a drive-through chicken place 

for a bunch of boxes of chicken and ended up gofng t o  the  c f t y  

park because they couldn't ffnd a res taurant  t h a t  would serve 

the esrtfre t e e ,  Do pou r e c a l l  t ha t ?  

I vaguely r e c a l l  t ha t  one. rvn get t ing  that one confused wfth 

a t rackmeet  t h a t  we had my freshman year, when we w e r e  t o  run 

*n Abilene and T was not allowed t o  arm i n  t h a t  pa r t i cu l a r  t rack  

meet, But, yes, II remember a l f t t l e  bkt about having t o  s top 

a t  a park t o  e a t ,  but T d m ' t  r e c a l l  tbt  much about i t ,  

Marcello : Well, l e t ' s  back up and t a l k  abourt t ha t  t rack  meet a l i t t l e  b f t .  

I think thatt@ Wnd of an in te res t fng  r to rg ,  a l so ,  Describe the  

d e t a f l r  of that track meet iq Abflene when you were no t  allowed 

t o  run. 

King: 



Kiag : Well, E didn ' t  g e t  t o  make t h e  t r i p .  

Narcel lo  : Oh, 1 see, 

King : Boy, TRd worked hard,  too,  and was a znember of t h e  sp r in t - re lay  

team-the 400-meter r e l a y  and t h e  880 re lay ,  and was t o  run t h e  

100-yard dash. One of t h e  guys on t h e  v a r s i t y  t r a c k  team was 

s o r t  of coaching us. The day before we were t o  go, he c a l l e d  me 

off  t o  t h e  s i d e  and t o l d  me T wouldn't be a b l e  t o  make t h e  t r i p  

because they d idn ' t  a l low blacks t o  run in AbiPene. So t h a t  was 

no problem; P1 could accept  t h a t  a l o t  easier than what I bad 

experienced $n f o o t b a l l .  I was s o r t  of g lad  t h a t  X didn ' t  g e t  

t o  mm i n  that t r a c k m e e t  because, vhen they came t o  Denton t o  

r w ,  they had Bl11 Woodhouse aqd Bobby 'Morrow and a l i t t l e  guy 

named Petemon. And t h e r e  E was, mranhrg a 9.9 o r  a 10 f l a t  

hundred, and t h e s e  guys runn4g 9.4 s and 9.5 ' a, So 'I was glad 

T didn' t  get t o  run i n  t h a t  t r a c k  met down the re ,  but that vas 

no bfg th ing,  

Marcello: I n t e r e s t h g l y ,  though, t h e r e  seemed t o  be a d i f f e r e n t  v i t u a t i o n  

f n  t r a c k  than t h e r e  was 2a footbaLP, Xh o t h e r  words, had t h i s  

s o r t  of h w i d e n t  occurred tn f o o t b a l l ,  X assume t h a t  perhaps t h e  

team wouldn't have played. 

They wouXdntt have. They wouldnut have, I r e c a l l  Coach W t c h e l l  

talkfng t o  t h e  coach a t  O l e  MTss, Ek t o l d  him t h a t  he had two 

blacks on his f o o t b a l l  teum thar would -Re the travel* quad. 

ney talked and Coach t o l d  us later t h a t  we would no longer play 

We mu8 be- we were on the team, #r4 he was j u s t  not going 



to leave us at home, Both of us were on the second unit our 

sophomore year. "Ab," with the ahuckinf and j,ivin' that he 

had all, was sort of the sparkplug for werybody. Plus, we 

were the entertainers on the airplane trips. We did a lot of 

singing on the 01' microphone when the stewardess got through 

telltsg us everything, and it was a lot of fun, But, no, had 

it been a football game, I donnt belfwe we would have played 

that ballgame, 

#arcello: Do you think this was simply a matter o f  differences in the 

attitudes or philosophies of the two coaches, that is, the track 

coachversua the football coach? X assunre ft was, perhaps, a 

coaching decAsisn, 

rt was, Plus, T was the only black on the track team, "Ab" 

was havtng scholastic problems, and he didn't get to m n ,  and 

T was the only one out there, They could very easily fill my 

slot on the track team; whereas, had ft been on the football team, 

ft wuld have been different, Plus, poutre talking about a student 

coach versus a profess3onal or collegfate coach, so that -have 

had something to do with it, 

CuPsPings : Z bagine the tcgm unity was a lot tfghter on a football squad 

than on a track squad. 

Than on a track rquad, yes. UswPly, the unification of the track 

team wlould be .nong the relay member8 fastead of the ttan! as a 

whole, 

Burning8 : 430 f m o  that flfth and ffsrrl game b that freshaan year. 

King : 



King : 

King : Tyler Junior College, yes,  I remenber i t .  

Cunrmings : You were undefeated and had a chance t o  become t h e  f i r s t  team a t  

North Texas S t a t e  t o  ever go through a season undefeated. Talk 

about t h e  pre-game t a l k  among t h e  p layers ,  as f a r  a s  wanting t o  

go through that season undefeated, Znid t h e  team become p r e t t y  

u n i f i e d  by then? 

Very much so ,  Ve almost blew t h a t  ballgame f o r  two reasorrg. 

Coach Whnsen and everybody knew t h a t  i n  order  t o  g e t  Abner t o  

r e a l l y  run, he was t h e  kind of p layer  t h a t  played h i s  bes t  when 

he read s h u t  h h s e l f .  On t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  week, they had a l l  of 

t h e  s f a t i s t i c a ,  Going i n t o  tb t  ballgame, I w a s  t h e  leading 

score r ,  The guys s o r t  of rfbbed him @bout tt, and he took i t  

t h e  wrong m y ,  Pred Way, in p a r t i c u l a r ,  ldnd of rfbbed hin a 

l i t t le  b i t  about me being t h e  l e a d h g  Bcorer going i n t o  t h a t  

ballgame, 

JNt Bahnsen Wad of ta lked t o  t h e   tea^^ p r i o r  t o  t h e  ballgame 

and removed all of t h a t ,  We knew Tyler was going t o  be a tough 

oppositron,  r f  T'm not mistaken, a t  h a l f t h e  we were behind. We 

had gone t n t o  t h e  d ress ing  r o m ,  we had o a r  Coke, and we had a 

q u a r t e r  p tece  of orange, We were t o  d r h k  wr Coke, eat our piece  

of o r w e ,  l a y  on t h e  f l o o r ,  and elevate mur f e e t ,  We were 

wmiting f o r  Coach Bahasentocomct i n  t o  tell u s  what we were doing 

wrong and Wfiat we had planned t o  do when we go back. T guess 

about fWe   nu tea a f t e r  we were %n and were r e t t l e d ,  Coach walked 

fn rab jwt looked around t h e  dressfig roan and s a i d ,  "I thought I 



had a bunch of football players, but X now see I have a bunch of 

babies, Youvre sickening!'' And he walked out, Be just literally 

walked out. Well, everybody started talking, so Vernon sort of 

took charge of everything and said, "&p, let's go out and show 

'era that we can play football!'' We kfnd of sucked it up and 

went out there and played a pretty decent half of football. And 

we beat them, and ft was a good feeling. 

Row on that particular night, T had a big lump in my throat. 

After we were victorious, we had quite a few people to come out 

on the fie3d to congratulate us, Everybody had their hebets 

off and were ahakirrg hands and congratulating everybody, and, boy, 

here cumes th&s cheerleader. Shecs jvst thrilled! And she jumps 

up on IPY neck and was just swinging, and X said, "Oh, nry God, 

please hurry up and get through! Let me get away from here!" 

(Chucklet And X'?p the only person in the stands that 'd seen it 

thqt way; TZ. mean, everybody's j u s t  happy that we won. They didn't 

see a black-whtte situation; they raw a football player and a 

cheerleader, and one coagratulatfng the other. But T still had 

in ne the old fears that 1 had been taught as 5 grew up: "These 

thhgs you d m t t  do," And it just bothwed me a little bit. But 

other than that, it was a real tough football game. As the guy 

rafd, "The gaac was won in the pita,'r Tyler had a fantastic 

football team, 

We mre ready PO take os TCV1r frerben, They had a cracker- 

jack fre8- that year. We wauted to play them w bad we didn't 



C d n g s  : 

King : 

Cummings t 

King : 

know what to do, but that was out of the question. But I think the 

psychology that Bahnsen used on us at the half just sort of got 

to us, and werallied and came back and won that ballgame-good 

ballgame. 

That scene with the cheerleaders,,,pou say nobody ever mentioned 

it to you or safd anything to you? Et was just something that 

was in your znlqd... 

Something i n  my mind, 

.,,just a m t a r y  flash of pour thoughts, 

Wght. 'Fw how, I an a black, and here's an Anglo cheerleader 

that's ewfnging on my neck, asd I'm tUnWng, "Well, here's 

a rtadim full of people," 

T had 8 eimllar situation to happea to me, Sandra Palmer, 

the prpfeasional golfer.,,G.A, W o r e  and I were lab partners 

fq science, T believe we were in Dr, Crawford's zoology OT botany 

class, We were looking through a mlcroseope, and I was accustomed 

to closing one eye and looking In wlch the other, Dr. Crawford 

had taught us that you need to learn to 100k in the microscope 

with both eyes open, one looking a what yvutre looking at, apd 

you have to draw what you see with the other eye. We w r e  looking 

and looklag, and we could not ffnd whcrt it was ve were looldng 

for, E finally found the thing, and E oaAd, "Hey, T got At, 

group," And the next thiug T kqow, Sandra Palmer has bcr cheek 

next to &e, tryfqg to look into the M.cccrrcope;- 



moved to  l e t  her have i t .  No one fn the classroom ever thought 

anything about it. 1 doubt i f  anybody i n  the cPassroom knew 

that  had happened, But T did, aqd I w e d ,  But during the four 

years I was there,  Sandra Palmer and P were very, very good fr iends,  

She weqt on to  make aaamefor herself ta professional golf. T 

always look f o r  her nume, even now, t o  8ee how w e l l  she's doing 

But she was a physical education major, and so was I, so we had 

a Pot of clbsses together, But that  old phobia, ''You're black, 

she's whfte, and you're touching cheeks,'' was there,  so I jus t  

got out o f  the way. 

T dontt  know ff I ever grew out of i t  before I l e f t  North 

Texas-IE r e a l l y  don't,  I o t W  have gome of tha t  i n  me now, 

There m e  juat some things tha t  'E. do and some things that I dontt 

do--even here, T can r e fe r  to  some of my black teachers by t h e i r  

f i r s t  nqmes, but T find myself cal l fog mg white teachers '!Mrs. n 

o r  f'Ms8," X guess i t ' s  because of that old phobia tha t  2 have 

of '"17lese a r e  thtngs you do and you don't do." 

Ctnmnfngs : By the end of the f t r s t  season, had you became comfortable a s  

a college footBall player? 

King : Very much so, After the end of the fk ra t  season, rmy concern then 

was tryfng t o  be on the second uni t  for the va r s i ty  the next 

year, Now there 's  one difference between college and high school. 

We had spring t r r fn ing  i n  high school, but i t  was always in ?Say, 

Xn college you were j u s t  barely out of footba l l  good before you 

were back fa togs and out on the f f e l d ,  f believe i twaa s ta r ted  



around February, xnid-February, samewhere i n  the re .  That took a 

l i t t l e  ad jus t ing  t o ,  I l i k e d  f t  once i t  was over because we had 

t h e  rest o f t h e  year. 

But we l o s t  heavi ly  a t  t h e  end t h a t  year,  and I had a r e a l  

good chance t o  be on t h e  second u n i t ,  and It worked out  real w e l l ,  

T r e c a l l  9fm Braymer was one of t h e  ends, Mac...what was Mac's 

l a s t  name? T can ' t  t h i n k  of 'Mac's name,,,and we had J e r r y  Russel l ,  

who was one of our ends, E s e e  J e r r y  w e r y  now and then, ~ e r r y ' s  

a well-known a t to rney  i n  t h e  c i t y  now, and w e r y  now and then, i f  

T'm is the  downtown a rea ,  I e g h t  see Je r ry .  But w e  l o s t  heavily 

a t  t h e  end, 

For some reason--1 doq' t  know what happened--my f ie ldblocking 

and t ack l tng  was not  a s  good a s  i t  was when 1 was a freshman. They 

played ?ne a l o t  on offense ,  but not  t h a t  much on defense. W e  

had the two-platoon system, and we had enough p layers  t h a t  they 

could s h u t t l e  them. So T played offense,  but  very  seldom d id  I 

p lay  a l o t  of defense, At one po in t ,  we l o s t  heavi ly  in t h e  

bacWiePd, and they decided t o  make a Back ou t  of me, but t h a t  . 
didn't  work wt very we l l ,  T j u s t  didn't have what It took t o  be 

a back, 

Cugmings : D M  you ever play i n  a game a s  a nmnfng back? 

King: Never, I played i n  apr ing  tr&nfng, P went through a t  *ailback, 

and at  the Begfnnfng of t h e  fall, T war a t a i lback .  J u t  p r l o r  

t o  the week before  t h e  f i r s t  f o o t b a l l  gume, I w a s  on defense p laying 

ra fe ty ,  4 d  we r ~ t a t e d  the def m e ,  &thr Perkins  led b f l l y  



C h r i s t l e  around my end. I went up t o  make a t ack le ,  pushed 

A r t  out  of t h e  way, and he cane back and c l ipped me and h i t  t h a t  

knee. Y!t swelled up l i k e  I don't h o w  what. T be l i eve  t h a t  had 

a l o t  t o  do wtth me not  playfqg i n  t h a t  backf ie ld .  Had I not 

go t t en  h u r t  t h a t  n igh t ,  I probably would have been i n  t h e  back- 

f i e l d  wfth Abner. But my knee r e a l l y  d idn ' t  respond. I ran  t h e  

h i l l ,  I r a n  t h e  stadium, i c e  packs, whirlpool, and everything, 

but  it j u s t  r e a l l y  d idn ' t  respond. T was hoping t h a t  Coach would 

"red s h i r t u  me t h a t  year  and j u s t  Pet me hea l  completely, but 

they dtdn". They kept  p u t t i n g  m e  in, and T kept g e t t i n g  h i t ,  

and f t  ~ e a l l y  never healed. 

Clmrmings : So a f t e r  that i n j u r y ,  they moved you back t o  rece ive r .  

King : Yes, X went Back t o  rece ive r .  

cmmlngs : You say i t  n w e r  healed comfortably? 

King : No, Ben  now, E can bump something and g e t  t h a t  o l d  throbbing, 

but E guess anybody who bumped t h e i r  knee would g e t  a n i c e  

l i t t l e  throb.  I can te l l  when t h e  weather's going t o  change, l i k e  

most f o o t b a l l  p layers  t h a t  have those  i n j u r i e s .  'You begin t o  ge t  

that l i t t l e  t i c k l i n g  f e e l i n g  I n  that 01' knee. 

Cwutings : How much d id  y w  g e t  t o  play,  then, pour sophomore year,  your 

f i r s t  yea r  on v a r s i t y ?  

King: My aophoraore year, I played q u i t e  a b i t .  'I played q u i t e  a b i t ,  

It was my jun io r  year t h a t  T d i d n R t p l r y v e r y  much. I got a l i t t l e  

disenchanted wrfth It, and ary sccondcU1d was born t h a t  December, 

.o F decided tht  IL would drop art and t r y  t o  make enough mney t o  



pay the doctor b i l l s  for  him and come back and t r y  again. And 

I did,  

¶! practiced on and off a l l  year and came back. But 'L had 

l o s t  so much--tfsning and everyth2sg was off so badly--that: 1 

f e l t  tha t  E was rea l ly  humiliating myself. They had a nice group 

of young ta len t  up there,  so 5 decided, 'Wll, I ' m  j u s t  going to  

give It up altogether." So my s e n b r  year, 'f didn ' t  play a t  a l l .  

Xarcello : There a r e  a couple of things tha t  came up I n  interviews that may- 

be you can t a l k  to  us a l i t t l e  b i t  abouh, D3d you know anything 

about quota #yet-s tha t  had bees established with regard t o  the 

number of blacks tha t  could be recruited on the footbal l  tears each 

year? 

No, L knew no thhg  about a quota system, During my fresinnan 

par ,  the coaches did ask m e  to  t a l k  t o  m e  black a t u e t e s  to  

t r y  to  get theo t o  come to  North Texas-the l a t e  Stone Johnson, 

who was a member of my footbal l  team at  Lfneoln. Stone and I 

played together but Stone had been transferrerdto Madison High 

School, They wanted Stone, We would hiwe gotten Stone. Stone 

wanted to  cornre to  North T e x a s ,  but they wanted t o  give Stone a 

tr ial  acholarrhip: "If you can maRe the team, w e ' l l  give you a 

full acholqrah3p." Stone had a four-yem scholarship t o  Grsmbling 

Bntversity, so his fo lks  talked h b  &nto going to Grambling. Well, 

he was qu i t e  ruccessful-went t o  the O$yspics, played f o r  the Dallas 

Taxaa, and -8 hjured i n  a prt.serson football game that  

paralyzed hbo .qd cvtatuaPly I d  to Ws death. We h d  8 big 



tackle ,  Leon Sbawns, t h a t  North T e x a s  wanted. Same problem: 

' ' W e t l l  g ive you a scholarship 2f you make it ," He went t o  

Qrsmbling. Arthur Perkins and Bil ly  Chr$stle, T ass i s ted  i n  

r ec ru i t i ng  them. They were offered scholarships. But, no, 1 

was not aware that there  was a quota. 

hiarcello : Were the  tr ial  scholarships a common occurence a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  

Ring : Not t o  my knowledge, When "Ab" and I went up, Coach 'Mitchell 

to ld  us  t h a t  he didn ' t  have any scholarships a t  a l l .  H e  sa id  t ha t  

he had given them a l l  out,  and there  were none avai lable .  He 

saM,  %t i f  you make the  bal,ltezm, we u t l 1  t r y  t o  do something 

f o r  you." We made the  ballteam, and they gave us  a half scholarship. 

They paid our t u i t i on  and T believe they bought our books. That 

Jaxruary, a f t e r  the  place where we were Wring was destroyed by 

f i r e ,  they put zle on f u l l  scholarship, and they a s s i s t ed  u s  f n  

r e p l a c 4 g  some of our c lothes  and al l .  But a t r i a l  scholarship, 

I bsd never heard of anything like that .  Y o u  e i t h e r  had a f u l l  

scholarmhip o r  a half  scholarship,  

Marcello : T was going t o  ask. . . just  out o fcwrfos i ty  did you know of any 

of t he  white bal lplayers  on your tcan that w e r e  given a t r i a l  

scholarship during tha t  tfme when you were there? 

No, I tWnk everyone on the foo tba l l  team t h a t  year had a f u l l  

e c b l a r a h i p  accept Abner, nysclf, and one or  two other  guys who 

1-ed l o c a l l y  there that ju s t  l w e d  foo tha l l  and cslpe out fo r  

foo tba l l ,  X don% bel ieve they stayed oa campru, 

TbLt was wmetkkqg t h a t  caught ag f-y, Wost of the  guys 

King : 



King : 

did not want to live on campus, and I had always dreamed of living 

on campus because that's what colzege is all about. But I 

fwnd out the guys were having more fun 3iving off campus than 

they were having living on campus, WE did. It was a hardship on 

us the first year to not live on campus, but we made some minor 

adjustments and bought some automobilies, and things worked out 

okay for us, 

#arcello: We talked to Coach Mitchell about this, and one of the things that 

he ~entioned, rather humorously, was the fact that when they 

recruited Joe Greene, one of the Greene's stipulations was that 

he wasn't going to live on campus, 

(Chuckle2 Well, by then, you see.. . tn my freshman year, we 

had to l l v e  out in the black section of the city, and because the 

college was growing by leaps and bounds, people began buildlng 

apartments fn and around the campus. So a lot of people began 

movfng off campus, That was the thing, 

They would periodically go through the athletic dorm, 

checklsg on everybody, and if you dtdn't Live in the atheletic 

dom, you could pretty well do like you wanted, which was, again, 

samethfng new. When I was in hfgh schoo$,we were told by our 

Coaches-Coach 'Parley Lewis--would tell you, "No sweets, No 

cake, no pie, no soda pops." We couldn't eat it. In college they 

almoet forced you to eat pie at Luach, cake at lunch, hoaey,..the 

.sme at dinner, And the reason fa energy, You need that. With 

the workout8 that we had, you needed all the energy you could get. 



Coach HcCafn and h i s  dummies up there-WHEW! He worked you t o  

death. But i t  p a i d o f f ,  It paid o f f ,  

The coachfng s t a f f  was so f r iend ly ,  I'm accustomed t o  

c a l l i n g  my coaches "Coach Lewh , " "Coach Daniels ," "Coach Devon . " 
You go t o  college,  and you r e f e ~  t o  them a s  "Fred." Now I 

never r e c a l l  anyone ca l l i ng  Coach Mitchell  "O&us," Not t o  h i s  

face,  anyway, But, yes, i t  was nothiqg t o  c a l l  Coach McCaln, 

'"red,'' Herb Fer re l l ,  "Herb ,It o r  Coach Bahnsen, ''Ken, It That 

was a very cozmon thing. That was vnusual f o r  me t o  hear, and, 

once again,  T guess it 's t h a t  old phobfa, You address your 

adu l t s  as "Mr,'' And &n t h i s  case, we refered t o  them a s  "coach." 

And t o  go up here...T eventually found myself c a l l i ng  them by 

f i r s t  names, j u s t  t o  aee *f T could do L t  and what the  r e a c t i m  

would be, and, "Hey, well,  what i a  f t?"  "No b ig  thing." 

did  some humorous thtngs  up there ,  which even had r a c i a l  

overtopes, but i t  was a l l  i n  fun, and you knew i t ,  T can r e c a l l  

a f t e r  a game on Saturday, Coach would always give t he  guys t ha t  

played i n  the  game s o r t  of a day o f f .  You had on your shor t s  

and a l l ,  and we did a l o t  of runnfag aqd exercising.  We were 

p l a y b g  touch whfle the  guys t h a t  d idn t t  play were r e a l l y  going 

through t h e  d r i l l s ,  In most cases, the back becum? lineman, 

an4 t he  l$neanan became backs tn these  l i t t l e  01' prac t ices  t ha t  

we had, 'i r e c a l l  t h a t  we had a goal that looked like a basket- 

b a l l  goal with a hole in the lAttle act Chat t he  quarterbacks 

d d  pract%ce t:hr&~g, Tf wae t o  go out on a pass, eo X flrrnked 



way out ,  In gtanding over here,  T was i n  t he  shadows of the  

goal ,  The b a l l  snapped, and I sneaked down the  s ide ,  and no 

one saw me, They threw the  b a l l  t o  me, and we scored. They 

sa id ,  "No, t h a t l s  i l l e g a l ?  Brfng i t  back!" I sa id ,  "What's 

t h e  infract ion? ' '  "Well, he was standing 2x1 t he  shadows, and we 

couldnRt  s ee  hb!"  And we got a b ig  laugh out of i t .  But i t  was 

a l l  i n  fun and was a joke, and nothing was ever sa id  about i t .  

WYth t he  exception of one o r  two iqc iden ts ,  we r e a l l y  didn ' t  

hare  any problems on the  team was a whole, One team member 

re fe r red  t o  us  a "nigger" f n  re la t ionsh ip  t o  something t h a t  we 

had done, but other  than t h a t ,  everything was done i n  good f a i t h ,  

good humor, and we a l l  got a b ig  laugh out of i t .  But we never 

had any kind of inc iden ts  on t h e  teaq as a whole. 

Harcello : 6e t t fng  back t o  those quotas that you were t a lk ing  about awhile 

ago, how many blacks do come i n  per  year a f t e r  you and Abner 

were the re?  Did pou no t ice ,  o r  can you renember? 

Let 's  see.,.aow Abner and 'f were t he r e  t h e  freshman year,  Our 

sophomore year,  one guy t h a t  was already there ,  James Bowdre, 

came ov t ,  James and 1 played foo tba l l  together.  He was a guard 

fa high school, but because he was so s ~ a l l ,  about 165 pounds, 

they m d e  an end out of him, 'f bel ieve Joe Bagby and Robert 

B n e s  came i n  t he  following year, and t h e  next year Bi l ly  

Uhr i s t l e  and A r t  Perkins came w, croreevfiere $n there ,  but we 

only had about two o r  t h r ee  a year,. ,about two o r  t h r ee  a year,  

Warcello: Thf;s quota, %ncidentally,  t h a t  we heard about was not aar~eth2ng 

King : 



that was decided upon by t h e  coaches. This was something 

that evrdent ly  came down from on u g h ,  

King : Oh, what do they c a l l  t h a t  comwkttee? 

Marcello : There's an  A t h l e t i c  Counc$l a t  North Texas. 

King : Okay, Ehe A t h l e t i c  Council made a l o t  of decfs ions ,  Because 

of t h e  hconvenfence t h a t  was placed on "Ab" and I our freshman 

year, . ,no,  our eophomore year ,  We had s problem our freshman 

year g e t t i n g  home. Our sophwore  year,  we had a problem of being 

a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  the  n i g h t l y  shll p r a c t i c e  and reviewing f i l m s  

of out game and our opponentte, aqd ea t fng  became a problem, That 's 

witen we decMed, "Vey, i f  th iqgs  can't ge t  any b e t t e r ,  we need 

t o  go where we can I f v e  on cqr~pus,~' When we went t o  Coach Mi tche l l  

and ta lked t o  h h  about it ,  he vaderesood our problems, but he 

l e t  us know t h a t  h i s  hands were t i e d  and that t h e  f a c u l t y  council  

group had t o  m k e  t h a t  dec i s ion ,  They b d  decided t h a t  we would 

not live on campus, So t o  off-set  t h a t ,  they allowed us t o  eat 

our noon and evening meal i n  t h e  b thZet ic  dorm, which was a 

tremendous help. That sunrmer, T had bought an o ld  Dodge, s o  we 

dfd have some t r anspor ta t ion  t o  ge t  around, 

But i t  worked out .  Uhat they d i d  do, they found a house 

that "Ab" and X shared one r o w ,  aqd ,Art Ferkfns and B i l l y  C h r i s t l e  

shared t h e  o the r  room, s o  we had t h e  h s e  t o  ourse lves ,  We s p l i t  

t h e  rent m a g  ourselves,  and It was a Pot b e t t e r  than lfvrng 

on cmpua-a whole l o t  b e t t e r  thm l i d s g  on c.rppus. 

Ch&qge: That f r ~ a t  house t4 t  you and Aber l i ~ e d  &n your freshman year... 



W n g  : 

if I remember correctly, I believe you satd that it was Abner's 

sister's? 

IUng : Yes, that was his sister's, 

Cummings : Was that the house that burned down? 

King : That's the house that burned dowq, 

Ctmnnings : That was in January of your freshman year? 

King : Right . 
Cummings : If you can remember back--1 know it was a long t h e  ago--could 

you RPnd of give us a tour of that house-what it was like, what 

it looked lfke tnside, outs&de, what your living quarters 

and the like? 

It was a bbsJc three-bedroam, PrYkg room, dining roam, kitchen. 

It was crowded because she had f$ve Wds--all boys. 5 guess 

you would call it a typical rural kfnd of house because ft was 

about three-and-a-half feet off of the ground, and you could 

crawl under it very easily, 'IAbq rad Y had the front bedroom. 

She and her husband had the back bednow, I think the two younger 

kids were in the back bedroom e t A  her, and the three older boys 

had to sbre the middle bedroam. So we were crowded. We were 

quite crowded, but it was no bfg t h h g  because T came from a 

family of ffve--four boys and one girl-nd we had a three-bedroom 

bwee, eo T knew what it was like to hwe, bunk beds and three or 

four of us fq one bedroom, Hors and Dad up here, and my sister 

barfsg r Bedroom by herself, 90 ft: was Bearable, It was bearable. 

b~ those; days, there wao a l o t  af traffic, both black and white, 



i n  and around the  area where we were l iv ing .  A t  the  the, Denton 

was dry, and bootlegging was the thing f o r  a l o t  of blacks. I f  

you didn' t  work a t  the  college or  work on constructton,  you were 

boo t l egg iq ,  People were coming a l l  hours of the  day and night.  

Occagionally, we would look and spot where somebody hid something, 

and a f t e r  they'd leave, we would go get i t  and sell i t  ourselves 

t o  try. t o  mqke a l i t t l e  money, Tt was a l i t t l e  tough, 

Z t  got extremely tough on me the followtng year because my 

first ch i ld  was born, I thfnk a t  the  time, w e  were on 4 $58-ar 

month scholarship,  By the  t h e  T pafd my ren t  and sent  some money 

home t o  the wkfe,..she was l i v i n g  with her mother. But by the 

tSme I Bent Poser home t o  her t o  buy the d l k , . . a n d  that kid 

drank that f o r m l a  l i k e ,  "Hey, E o m  the  factory!" T t  was tough, 

E was on a $64-week allowance. 

lfy f ?x5Shman year, "Ab's" s i s t e r  cooked fo r  us, and that was 

fncluded iq--room and board was facluded i n  i t ,  That wasn't so 

bad. You'd W e  maybe a do l la r  o r  two a week spending change. But 

when she cooked...and she cooked every day. She worked nights ,  so 

she r e a l l y  cooked a big, hardy meal, You got plenty t o  eat; you'd 

a l w a p  get seconds, and t u r d s  occasionally. 

But a f t e r  the  house burned aqd we had to , .  .we separated 

a t  the  t$me, X went and l ived d t h  James Bowdre, who was l i v i n g  

with the WcDade faarily, and "Ab" l,i.ved with an aunt,  That's when 

t U q g s  began t o  get  a l i t t l e  touchy, and $58 a laoath j u s t  wasn't 

a heck of a l o t  of m e y  t o  try t o  go qo col lege and # r p p O r f  a 



family and t r y  t o  put a d o l l a r  o r  two worth of gasoline in t he  

aut-bile. So a l o t  of days, is order t o  get  home on weekends 

t o  see  my family ,  T. would have t o  leave my car and huasle a r i d e  

o r  walk, j u s t  t o  make sure  I had enough pe t ro l  t h a t  would ge t  

me t o  'Dallas, and she would see  t o  ft t h a t  I got back t o  Denton, 

But w e  did t h a t  occasionally. 

Ctmtmings : When did you ge t  married? 

King : 1957, 

Cummings : Did you ge t  na r r i ed  p r i o r  t o  tang t o  North Texas, o r  w e r e  y w  

s ing le  vhen you came here? 

King : 1 m e  s i n g l e  *en r came t o  North T e x a s ,  and , , , I  guess i t  was t h e  

fad,  A l o t  of guys on the  foo tba l l  team were married, and I 

thought, q e y ,  this is a bfg thing-for guys t o  t a l k  about t h e i r  

wives," So we eloped. We eloped, 

Cmmings : Wh.t t h e  period during t h a t  freshnun year? 

King : Hay of the n u t  year. 

C d n g s  : Sprfqg of your freshman year,  

IUng : Yes, spr ing,  !t don' t know why! I came bantc one weekend , r p d  ve 

were j u s t  joy-rldfng. We got married! W e  went t o  K.uff8.n 

and got married, It was that m y  f o r  a whfle. We didn' t  t e l l  

anpone th.t we were marrfed. I did on c w u s  becaume I thought 

i t  -8 a big  th ing  t o  do--let people Lnor you were r a r r l ed .  

n m  the kiddoa r t a r t e d  popptag up, and I h d  t o  drop aut 

f o r  a l i t t l e  -1e becaure I jut #mat making enough to do rht  

went& t o  do .ad 80 t o  ~chool ,  lad X %  bcre, t ~ P a s  t o  W and 



worrying about t h a t ,  knowing good and w e l l  t h a t  they a r e  going 

t o  be p r w i d e d  f o r ,  but I f e l t  t h a t  i t  w a s  my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

t o  do i t .  $0 a f t e r  my jun io r  year, s i n c e  i t  d idn ' t  pan o u t  as 

w e l l  a s  E thought it could have o r  should have, I dropped out .  

I t U n k  i t  was due t o  t h e  death  of my mother and t h e  encour- 

agement of my wife  t h a t  made me c o w  back t o  school. 

Marcello : How long were you out  of school before  you came back? 

King : A year. E was o u t  a year. As a matter of f a c t ,  I was out  a 

l i t t l e  b e t t e r  than a year because X dropped out  t h a t  January, and 

I d i d n t t  r e t u r n  u n t i l  t h e  f a l l .  I was maWng good money at t h e  

tbae-seal good .money, 

Cumaing s : What were yvu dotng? 

Kfng : Parking c a r s .  I w a s  parking c a r s ,  I had worked f o r  C l a s s i f i e d  on 

and off  ever  s i n c e  my s e n i o r  year tn high school, s o  I could always 

go back and g e t  t h e  same job every mmuner. Usually, i n  e a r l y  

August, T'd le t  a l l  of my custumers h o w  t h a t  I was g e t t i n g  ready 

t o  go back t o  school,  and they'd always wish me w e l l ,  

W h q  T dropped ou t ,  a l o t  of people were a l i t t l e  u p s e t  wi th  

me because 3[ d i d  so. I can' t  r e c a l l  t h e  gentleman's name--it 

s tayed r i t h  me f o r  years-but I pu l l ed  h i s  c a r  one day, and he 

a r b d  me when was I going back t o  echool, I s a i d ,  "I 'm going t o  

e n r o l l  thir f a l l , "  h e  he t o l d  me that 2f I would go up t o  

North Texas and ge t  a otarement op that t u i t i o n  and books w u l d  

coot  me, he  wcnald pay f o r  i t .  And I d i d ,  and he  d id ,  I r a i d ,  

%ey, if Tuve got  people #.qtaruted Am me like t h i s ,  the least 



I can do is go back and ge t  this p iece  of paper. 

W e l l ,  Z had j u s t  about decided t h a t  T w a s  r e a l l y  going 

back and g e t  my degree. T was t o  em011 on a Wednesday. That 

wes t h e  day w e  eulogized my mother, She passed on a Sunday.., 

had a s t r o k e  and passed, j u s t  ou t  of a c l e a r  b lue  sky. She 

bad nwer been s i c k  a day An her l i f e - j u s t  expired that quickly. 

I had promised he r  because she was q u i t e  upse t  when I got  married... 

when she  found a t  t h a t  T was marrfed, she w a s  s o  a f r a i d  t h a t  I 

wouldn't f i n i s h  school,  I pramised her t h a t  I would, So a f t e r  

she passed, my w3fe oafd, "my, you t o l d  he r  what you were going 

t o  do, and that" w h a t  you're going t o  do, even i f  I have t o  g e t  

a job,  You are g o h g  t o  g e t  a degree," 

So wfth her  being i n  my corner  and wi th  t h a t  o ld  promise that 

I made my mother, T went back and r e a l l y  got se r ious .  I never 

really appl ied myself t h e  f i r s t  two years I was up the re ,  I 

west, X a t u d h d ,  and I d i d  okay, Btat I r e a l l y  never got  down and 

hustled, When Z went back T decfded, "This i s  what E'n  going 

t o  do, and XVm going t o  do i t  a8 p i c l i l y  as T poss ib ly  can and 

g e t  my degree," And I did .  

Cumdngs : I want t o  try t o  g e t  t h e  t h e  frame c o r r e c t  i n  a11 t h i s .  Yoli 

dropped out the Sanuary of your t h i r d  year? 

U n g  : I dropped out in Jaauary, 1959, 

Cmanings : Okay, that would have been pour u a s b r  year, 

Kfng : Tea, 

-sgo t Ibd you dMnBt cane back unttl the f a l l  o f  196Q? 



King r 1 came back fn the fall of...letts see,..fall of 1940. Yes, in 

the fall of 2960 1 came back, 

Ctnumings : Okay, then you did eventually graduate. 

Ring : Right, T graduated in August, 1962. I had completdall of 

my work, but 'T had received an "P" In freshman English. At the 

tbe, you had to take the Student Use of English Test. It was 

too late for me to take it at the the, so I had to wait. Well, 

when 'f came hume and started working, I fooled around and missed 

it in the sprfng of 1962. So I came back up and took it, and by 

the time Z got my notice, they were getting ready for the summer 

cosPlenceqent, 

C d n g s  : You say patr degree was in physical education? 

King: Physical education. 

Cummings : T just noticed up there on your wall your master's degree. What 

did you get that in? 

King : I got my master's ten years later, In J972, I decided that since 

I was in education and that's whet P wanted to do, I nright as 

well try to 80 as far as P posefbly can in it. So I went back 

up and started working on my mrasterva, took Saturday classes and 

evenfng classes. It tookme ten years to decide it. T should 

have turned right around and gotten it while X was there, but I 

didn't, E waited and finally got it, Then about eight years after 

t b t ,  E got my doctorate through the N w a  program. DISD rort of 

encouraged people at the t ine  to work on thefr doctorate, and they 

hrd a program out of M v a  Unbermity, and they were pqylng the 



t u i t i o n ,  s o  T s a i d ,  "I can ' t  1ose.n So I went ahead and pursued 

t h a t ,  and I got  i t  i n  November of 1980, So T've gone about a s  

high a s  T can go r i g h t  now. 

Curmnings : Didn't  you mention b r i e f l y  t h a t  you coached f o r  a while a f t e r  

you got  ou t  of North Texas? 

King : Y e s ,  I coached from 1962 t o  October of 1969, When I s t a r t e d  

coaching, t h e  guy t h a t  had coached me one year  i n  high school 

t o l d  me,  "When pou no longer enjoy i t ,  it 's t i m e  t o  ge t  ou t  of 

it," X was i n  t h e  jun io r  high program a t  Lincoln. We had t h e  

seventh, e igh th ,  and n i n t h  graders ,  I was with  "Rabbit" Thomas, 

who had been a t  Rooswel t  s o  many years, t h e  f i r s t  year.  The 

next  yea r ,  they opened P e a r l  Anderson Jun io r  High, H e  went t h e r e ,  

and I became the head coach a t  ZfncoPn, and I had t h e  jun io r  

high program i n  1963, 1964, and 1965, They dissolved t h e  jun io r  

high program, and I went v a r s i t y ,  aqd I s t a y e d t h e r e  1965, 1966, 

1967, 1968, and 1969. 

li got  t o  t h e  point  chat  T r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  enjoy i t ,  It was too  

the-cons@ng, Most of our games were on Saturday, and t h a t ' s  

t h e  only t h  t h a t  I could epend wi th  my kids.  By t h e  tiPe I 

got  home from f o o t b a l l  p r a c t i c e ,  they would e i t h e r  be e a t i n g  o r  

taWng a bath ,  so they s a w  very l i t t l e  of me. So I decided, gThis 

i n  no t  what X n n t  f o r  my kids. T want t o  spend Ilorpe tine wi th  

thas ,"  So Z re t lgned  i n  t h e  P i d d l e  of t h e  year  from coaching. I 

vaa r e c o a c n d e d  f o r  a b l n i r t r a t i o n  m d  got  Pnto the frr tenr p r a c t i c e  

that they bad t h e  8 y . t ~  and evencual2y got  I n t o  aQaini t t ra t lon .  



But I had some success i n  coachiqg. Two guys tha t  probably 

everyone knows,,,Duane Thomas was a lrember of my freshman team 

one year, and Ralph Anderson, who i s  probably not tha t  well-known 

down t h i s  way, played, T believe,  two o r  three years with the 

Pi t tsburgh S tee l e r s  as a defensive back, 1Je were p re t ty  successful. 

T learned a l o t  working under '%abbit" Thomas, and a f t e r  he 

l e f t ,  T had it a l l  myself, P ran the same systen i n  junior high 

tha t  we had a t  Worth Texas-fdentical plays,  iden t ica l  hole 

mnabers, our backs were named the  same. I had some problems 

because our v a r s i t y  ran an unbalqnced l i n e ,  and I convinced the  

coach that X f e l t  t h a t ,  s h c e  1% teaching basic fundamentals, I 

b e t t e r  go d t h  the standard splt t-T formation, pro set, and just 

teachfsg bas ic  plays. And that" what we dfd,  We were very 

successful  with i t ,  but the  f i r s t  th ree  years t h a t  T was the  head 

coach i n  the  junior  high program, I ran the North Texas offense-- 

same, i d e n t t c a l  offense. With the  r a r s f t y ,  then I had t o  do what 

they d id , , ,bu t  E did the same old " f i f t y e i g h t ,  quicks" and 

"twenty-threes" t h a t  we ran up there ,  

Cmrgings : Did they work good? 

IUng : Very w e l l ,  ve ry  w e l l ,  I did add sose craps t o  i t .  W e  did 8 l o t  

of t r a p  b l o c ~ n g ,  The f i r e t  year we played four gmes.  I won 

two, l o s t  one, and t i e d  one, The next year, T couldn't buy a 

ballgasae, P l o u t  every game I! played, The following year, we 

beat wczpone m plqyed. But 2 t  was a M h l y  auccesuful o f feme.  

SometfWu r r eg re t  tha t  I got out of coachfng, but then t be re  



a r e  days that T'm glad I did get  out of coaching. I have my regre t s .  

I enjoyed tr6ck about a s  much as T did foo tba l l .  I took a l o t  

of i n t e r e s t  $n t rack  and foo tba l l ,  Ptvcn now, T f ind  myself going 

out and lookkng a t  the  team and kPnd of s t i ck ing  my nose i n  i t  

and euggestkng t h i s ,  t h a t ,  and the. other ,  I guess i t ' s  i q  my 

blood, and f t ' l l  never ge t  out ,  I t r y  ?ay. best  t o  s tay  out of i t ,  

but Y. j u s t  can t t  do 5 t , . , c a n t t  do i t ,  

6 o b g  back t o  your days a t  North Tcxqs agatp, by your junfor 

year, whcn you e w n t u a l l y l e f t  school, qu%te the  team, dfd your 

relqt$snsh& with Abner b e g h  t o  separage a 1 5 t t l e  bit, OF dfd you 

rara- claee? Youtd gone t h o u g h  h&gh achool together,  and you'd 

gone t o  North T t x r s  together, 

We were stf.11 fr fends,  but we  were qot 4s c lose  then a s  we were 

a t  one t-, X think i t  s t a r t e d  even before then, I th ink i t  

s t a r t ed  when the house burned, and E went t o  l i v e  with Jwes, and 

he. weqt t o  l$ve e t h  an aunt, Utter  on, Garland W~rrcn,  who went 

h t o  coqstruction business, bu2lt  two houses, I think we had 

abwe  f i r e  w o w  i n  those houses and Fwo guys t o  a roam, I l i ved  

*a one of them, but "Ab" was lsviag is anoeher house wlth a couple 

of other  guys, So I~would  ray, becquse of the  burning of t he  

house, we tended t o  wpara t e ,  t i k c  X rqy, we were s t i l l  f r iends ,  

but  we were not 8s close ar we mce =re, It one t b e ,  we w r e  

c loser  than any two brothers you wcr want t o  see, 

Aq4 men ROW, I don't ace 'Wf t b t  such. X t a l k  t o  bfrr 



t h i s ,  t ha t ,  and the  other  t ha t  we r e r y  seldom see each other.  

But he know t h a t  i f  he needs me, a l l  he has t o  do is c a l l ,  and 

T f e e l  the same way. When he l o s t  h i s  dad, a s  soon a s  I heard 

the news, X went t o  the  house. When they eulogized h i s  dad, I 

was r igh t  there  v i t h  him. The same way with his mom. I heard 

about i t ;  T went t o  him, A t  the  funeral ,  T was r igh t  there ,  and 

t h a t ' s  j u s t  eweth ing  t h a t  we have with each other,  Y e s ,  w e ' r e  

still the best  of f r iends ,  but we're not a s  c lose  as we oqce were. 

How do pou r e f l e c t  back on your a t h l e t i c  careers-the paths they 

took? A t  one poAnt you two, l t k e  you j u s t  mentioned, were r e r y  

cPose, isseparable ,  and them w e r  the  course of th years, you 

Say you becane discouraged and l e f t  school f o r  a year; whereas 

Abner contlmued up the  successful  a thqetfc  ladder, w t o  speak, 

and eventually went profess ional ,  became p re t ty  well-known. Was 

it, pou know, a joy t o  s ee  a good fr iend like t h a t  reach that kind 

of success a t h e t i c a l l y .  

King : Very mch, 

Cumings : How did you r eac t ?  

Ring: X had mlred feel ings .  I had no jealosy o r  animosity towards h h ,  

but t ha t  m a  somethtng II axways wanted t o  do--go p ~ o .  'i had my 

'ldruthersw about being the  s i z e  t h a t  P was playing pro b a l l ,  but 

when X aaw Buddy D i a l  a t  180 pounds playing pro b a l l ,  1 f e l t  that 

I could have m d e  it as a p r o f e s s ~ o n a l  foo tba l l  player. 

but P war alwapa glad t o  ace ban do w e l l ;  P vas always Gad 

t o  go t o  a D1114r T~1.q. foofba31 game t o  see hip, tohear  people 



t a l k  about him, and have t h a t  f e e l i n g  t h a t  knowing t h a t ,  "Hey, 

I played wi th  him a t  one time.'' Ift was j u s t  a t h r i l l  t o  have know 

h f a  and t o  p lay  wi th  him. 

No, I was never j ea lous  of hb--I  don' t  think.  But I've 

always wanted t o  p lay  p rofess iona l  f o o t b a l l ,  and i t 's  somethtng 

t h a t  my wife  and I had t o  sit down and t a l k  about because she  

could sense i t  8s I ' d  look a t  f o o t b a l l  games on Sundays. She'd 

say, "Hey, he  r e a l l y  wanted t o  be out  there."  But I had an 

opportunity t o  go t o  t h e  S a h t  Louis Cardinals ,  and we sat down 

and ta lked about it, and t h e  dec i s ion  . was, "Don' t go. " And I 

d%dn't go. Sametfmes I wonder i f  I made t h e  wrong choice, 

Marcello: Why dAd you make t h e  dec i s ion  no t  t o  go? 

King : P&ly.,,and t h e  knee. I f e l t  t h a t  I could have made i t  f f  t h e  

knee held up, but  then here were by t h r e e  Wds,  and I kind of 

wonted t o  be t h e r e  wi th  t h e  boye, Hy dad worked both day and 

n igh t ,  and F c w l d  only hear trtm in t h e  house. I didn' t  eee  

hia on a day- today b a s i s ,  T saw him on Saturdays and Sundays, 

and t h e r e  were times E needed my dad. So my brother  was more of 

a dad than my dad was a dad i n  s i t u a t i o n s  l i k e  t h a t .  And I d idn ' t  

want that f o r  my boys, s o  T sa fd ,  Vlfm going t o  have t o  s c a r i f i c e  

a few th ings  f o r  them." But, yes, 1 wanted ve ry  badly t o  p lay  pro- 

f e w i o n a l  f o o t b a l l .  

But X -8 glad f o r  "Ab"; .L was sad f o r  him t o  go and do as 

wt4 l  a8 he d i d ,  X guess he war rfight i n  t h e  s tand t h a t  he took, 

and I believe tbt  was t h e  cause of U s  downfall--his t a l k i n g  and 



Cumlngs : 

King : 

t h e  boycott a t  one of t h e  f o o t b a l l  games i n  Ca l i fo rn ia  and a l l .  

But i f  tRat Is what you bel ieve ,  then you must s tand f i rm on 

your b e l i e f s .  

I quest ion today why an a t h l e t e  l i k e  Abner has not  made 

t h e  Texas Ha l l  of Fame o r h e ' s  not  i n  t h e  p ro fess iona l  f o o t b a l l  

Hall of Fane, Jwas looking a t  t e l e v i s i o n  dur ing t h e  pre-season 

f o o t b a l l  games, and they had l i s t e d  t h e  t h r e e  of four  guys that 

had rushed more than 2,000 yards their rookie  year o r  something, 

and he  was one of t h r e e  o r  four.  So t h e  guy has a l l  kinds of 

records  and mi les tones ,  and why he has not  made t h e  H a l l  of 

Fume is beyond me,  But I thfqk he 's  deserving,  unless  he's done 

samething i n  U s  l i f e  t h a t  they're ashamed t o  put  him i n  t h e r e  

for. But X t h i n k  he 's  deserving,  based on h i s  a t h l e t i c  a b i l i t y .  

How do you r e f l e c t  back on your r o l e  i n  t h e  breaking of t h e  

''color l i n e "  i n  a t h l e t i c s  a t  North Texas? 

Randy, t o  t e l l  you t h e  t r u t h ,  i t  very  seldom dawns on m e  what 

*act I: have on t h a t  u n i v e r s f t y  today, i f  'I have any. The only 

t h e  i t  r e a l l y  h i t  me was about four  o r  f i v e  yea rs  ago. I have 

a b ro the r  t h a t  coached a t  Pinkston, and some of t h e  guys were 

a t  PSakston r e c r u i t i n g ,  and they were t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  a t h l e t e s  

and t o  my brother .  They t o l d  hian t h a t  E was t h e  f i r s t  black 

that par t$c ipa ted  i n  a t h l e t i c s  t h a t  recetved a degree f o r  some 

m f x  o r  e i g h t  years up t h e r e ,  whichmeans a whole l o t  of guys 

p a r t k t p a t s d  $q athletics byt d idn ' t  graduate.  When he t o l d  = 
tht, T got  t o  thi-qg about fS, and '2 ragd, "Bey, that's q u f t e  



an hoqor, to have participated in athletics and to get that 

degree, " 
Etts nfce to know that T was one of the first blacks up there, 

and T hape for some reason or another that I made a contrfbution. 

X do know that pt&x to our gohg a p  there, a lot of blacks have 

flowed through Worth Texas shcc, But as far as, you know, me 

being ptaced on a pedestal or somethiqg, no, But it's a good 

feeling.,,Just three weeks ago I was tn the Safeway grocery store, 

and a guy htroduced me to his son, and he mentfoned the fact that 

P vas one of the f$rst blacks to attend North Texas, 

Pf anythiqg rubs me the wrong way.,,and I don't a w n  rub  pic 

the wrong my, but it sort of bothers me,,,you want to be know 

for vho you are, and for a peasoq to say, "That's Leon Ktng, He 

was at Rorth Texas during the tbae Abner mynes was up theren gets 

you, Just say, ''Re and Abner were up there together," But even 

todqp, when erne of our old die-hrd friends from Lincoln get to 

see me, they'll speak to me and say, 'men was the last time you've 

seen ABser?" See me and speak to me for who I an, not because 

X was up there w$th him. I Rave nothing ageinst being up there 

vtth h*, Be was an outstandhag football player, and I do believe that 

he put North Texas on the map--firat All-Azrerfcan, full-fledged 

All-berAcan, t a  c o w  out of North Ttxrr-and it's an honor to be 

wrocated with htm, kt to have everybody say, "Hey, where's U l  

CLbnes?"" Today m e  af the teacherr here asked me, %ere is he?'' 

' t ~ ' r  r r l l l  aroundj I HC hb oaea~ton,ally,~' 



King : 

B u t . i t  does get  t o  you, a f t e r  a11 these years,  fo r  somebody t o  

say somethfng about North T e x a s ,  and they always have t o  assoc ia te  

you with Abner. It kind of ge ts  i n  your craw every now and then. 

Narcello: Do your children r e a l i z e  o r  recognize the importance of what 

you d5d? 

King : I don't think they do, I r e a l l y  don't think they do because T 

never mention i t  around them. I n w e r  mention i t  around thera, about 

m e  being up there ,  I have had them t o  came home from P r a i r i e  View 

and ask  me th iags  about being a t  North Texas, But I s o r t  of play 

i t  down, and T nwer mention f t  around them. Now my youngestson 

was offered a scholarship t o  North T e x a s  i n  track-or a guy came 

and r f r i t e d  hh-but there  was not follow-up on it. He sa id  some- 

thing when he came back..,T took him up on the  campus t o  show h i m  

around and a11 t h a t ,  and he came back and was t e l l i n g  me that the 

guy had mentioned the f a c t  that I was one of the  f i r s t  blacks up 

there  and some of the  things t h a t  X had done there.  T don't think 

they realize the P lpac t tha t  i t  had, 

Did 8-e of the  things that you personally experienced up there  

help you as a f a the r  f o r  your c u l d r e n ,  as f a r  a s  r a i s ing  them 

i n  r fntegrated aociety  f i f t e e n  o r  twenty years  l a t e r ?  

Yes, The only thing...when there  guys cane along, things had began 

t o  Integrate .  Row when they were fa elementary achool, they went 

t o  a one-rrce rchool, but by the t h e  they got t o  t h e  upper 

elementary grades, t he  o ldes t  ma, rap#]r, was i n  an integrated 

ritur(t3oq. & went t o  aa integrated W d l e  school o r  jsrnior high 



'lfarcello : 
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school and high school. 

The t h h g  tha t  he had t o  overcome,..he played saxophone 

i n  the  band, He d idn ' t  want t o  be an a t h l e t e ,  And, oh, t ha t  

boy ran l i k e  an antelope. H e  r e a l l y  could run, and I don't know 

why he d i d n b  r e a l l y  pursue running t rack,  But he wanted t o  pPay 

a saxophone, TBe thing he had t o  adjust  t o  was t h a t  h i s  band 

df rec tor  was vfiite, Members of the  band wanted t o  play the  kind 

of rock-n-roll =s ic  t ha t  blacks a r e  typ ica l  of playtng, and they 

dMn' t  play t h a t  kfnd of music, That was an adjustmeat, and the  

thtng t h a t  1: had t o  t r y  t o  t e l l  h h  was, "You have t o  learn  t o  

appreciate  a l l  ktnds of music,1' He safd,  "That's f ine .  I ' m  

learning t o  appreciate ,  but the  band d4rector needs t o  learn t he  

same thing. Let us play tw o r  th ree  or  four  of those," And i t  

was H a d  of tough, but eventually they changed band d i rec tors ,  and 

they got t o  play some of the  Wad of music that he wanted t o  pPay. 

But f o r  t he  two younger guys, they had no problems because 

they came up through an integrated sf tuatfon,  and they saw people 

f o r  what they were and not who they were, 

And you think that t h i s  perhaps f n  pa r t  explains why they don't 

a t t a c h  that grea t  a s ign i f fcasce  t o  what yuu did? 

It could b e  a l o t  t o  do v i t h  f t ,  it r e a l l y  could. They have 

a l o t  of white f r l end r ,  md they have wen brought thm t o  the 

house, and, "By,  whoever you b r l q  is j u s t  welcame here," but 

f t 8s a vhPle df f f e reu t  bal3,game *th them, 

Xn rome of r h  re~crrrch that E%e bone, Inn noticed fb dates $n 



King : 

whlch various universities in the South integrated athletically. 

SMU was the ffrst Southwest Conference school in 1965, the 

University of Houston was a year before, in 1964. They got a 

little box of recognition in Sports Ellustrated because of that 

fact, The Bniversity of Texas dMntt integrate until the late 

1960's, and the 'University of Alabama, I don't believe, was 

fntegrated until the esrly1970qs, 1971 or 1972. With your 

knowledge and pour experience of hwing gone through in the mid- 

19501s,do you ever lookback and say, ' m y  did it take SMT and 

the JJntversity of Texas and the &liveratty of Alabama.,.why did 

it take those people so long?'! 

No, I huven,t, Occa~Iona11y, I Vill get my old scrapbook out and 

look back aver some of the things we've done or some of the 

pictures fn the annual, but I nwerreally asked why SMJ or TCU 

or Houston or anyone else didn't do this, Not at the time, a m ,  

because Pt really didn't dawn on me that blacks weren't playing 

in the hall clubs, T guess I had a lfttle narrow field of vision. 

The only t h e  the Southwest Conference dawned on me was when we 

wanted to play TCU that year because we had a real good football 

team, T. kept up wfth the Do& Walkers and all at W ,  but it never 

dawned on ne that they didn't have any blacks, 

Pt's like T said earlier. !f lived within, I'd say, ten or 

twelve blocks of the old Forreat Avenue Righ School, which is now 

3 m e s  W.dfaon Elgh School, and paver really knew ft was therenever 

hew ft nra there, II guers the only a t e  high school in Dallas I 



was faqilfar with was Sunset High School, and that was because 

we would meet up at Cobb Stadium periodically and practice, and 

we would run egaiaxsteach other. 

But, no, I nwer really thought about why SMlT or some of 

the other Southwest Conference teuqs had not iultegrated before 

they did ,  Now later on in life, yes, X wondered why it took 

this long for a black to go to W, I don't think the 01' boy 

hqd the problems that we had when we went up to North Texas, but 

it really didn't dawn on me why, 1 guess it was because they 

weren't recruited or they verenlt fqterested in any. 

Any it's jurt the opposite now, Etls extremely hard to get 

a black to go to an all-black college now. Most of them nowdays 

want to see just how big a ''namew un&versity they really can go 

to, That'e fiqe, if you can hack the academics. But I see so 

many young people going to college now PO play football or whatever 

and don't make it academica~~y, and *en they get out, they don't 

heve mythfag Co fall back on, They really don't have anything to 

fall back on, and that's bad. 

A young man that went to T w s  bbM and played basketball.., 

his brother just went to SMJ thio past year to play basketball, 

or w i l l  be phyisg basketball at M-rfrom bosevelt. I can't 

t W k  of U s  nrmr? now. Ikrt T ( ~ r w  h%n t h i ~  past 6-r making 

brrbeque mdwfches at -key Jobs's, YOU don't have to go to 

r o l l a p  to Wmv how to fiz a hrrbeque aw~!wich? P rua, here's 

a pwmg 1.a f h t  addently dMsct gep hie degree and bas nothing 
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whatsoever to fall back on. Heta in bad shape. Go where you can 

get a degree, Ef you're good enough, and you want to play 

professional ball, somebody rill notice you. You'll get in there. 

So you think that goal of playiqg profeseional ball can work both 

ways, Tn other words, there's such a small, small percentage 

that make ft is pro ball, *ether itts,..well, whatever the sport 

is. 

Right, 

So it's almost, to a great -tent, like a lot of them are behg 

mislead, 

A tot of them are being aislead. Tn the old days, Grambllng 

was about the only college where blacks came from t b t  played 

professianal football. Now we have a few from all over, Even 

Bishop has a few that have made it fa the ranks. 

That's all the questions I Pmve, Once wre, Dr. Ring, we want 

to thank you very much for b a g  taken tfme to talk Kith us, 

I enjoyed it. I hope X've been of some help. 

Oh, you have, definitely. I do appreciate your time very much, 

and it's been very interesting...very triteresting. 

I've enjoyed it. I'm gofng to try to do ramething this year that 

I havenh done fn many, many years, 1% going to try to mnke a 

North Texas homecoming game CchucbleZ, 

The way they're playing thfs year, pauauy not want to go back, 

X m y  not Qqughtet~, 


