OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GERALD C: MANN
AYIORNEY Gunexas,

Eonorable 3. L. Vest
County Auditor

Van Zandt County
Canton, Texas

Doar 31ir;

carefully considered b,
your request a&s foll

*Accord s sre ) Census my

county has ts 31,1557 and aceord-

to the y esounty has & valua-
tion of §a2A,

Con.tho\aag Coudt desires to place

., Assesnor-Co)lector, County Judge,
. t Clerk, County Clerk,
J as is provided by

» Cogunty Auditor &nd Cosmission-

hive £duthority to pay the presiumg an
eial Surety Bonds for ths Sheriff, As-
alleotor, County J » County Attornay,
srk and Iredsurer

"Does the Commissioners Court have author-
ity to pay premiuas oa Officlal Su:nt’ Bonés faor
deputies of the above named officials

"With the above stated facts, does the Com-
missioners Court and County Auditor have the

Distriet

NO COMMUNICATION 15 TO BE CONSTRUED AS A DEFARTMENTAL CPINION UNLESS APFROVED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OR FIRST ASSISTANT



34
oy €

Honoreble a} L. Vest, page 2

authority to pay the premiums on Official 3Sure-
ty Bonds for the A commissioners, vhere the
salary 1is dased on Article 2350?

Artiole 16, Seotion 61, of our State Constitution,
sutomatically put county officers in counties having a popu-
lation of 20,000 or more inhabitants socording to the last
preceding Federal census on a salary basis from and after
the lst day of Jeanuary, 1936, Sectlon 1J of Article 3912e,

Y. 4, C., 8., makes 1t the mandatory duty of the commission-
ers' oourts in counties having a population of 20,000 or

more inhabitants and less than 190,000 inhabitants, accord-
ing to the last preceding Federsal census, to fix the salaries
of certainmmed occunty officers, inocluding sheriffs, assessors
and collectors of taxes, county attorneys, county Judges,
oounty clerks, district clerks and county treasurers and

other named officers.

Section (b) of Article 3899, V. A. C. 8., as amend-
ed by the Acts of the A7th Legislaturs, 194), reads, in part,
as follows

*(b) Rach officer named in this Act, vhere
he receives A salary as compensation for his ser-
vices, shall be entitled and permitted to purchase
or chargs to his county all reasonable expenses
necessary in the proper and legal conduct of his
offfce, premiums on officisls! bonds, premiums on
fire, burglary, theft, robbery insurance protesct-
ing public funds, and including the cost of surety
bonds for his deputies, provided that expenses in-~
curred for the premiums on officials' bonds for
the county treasurer, oount{ auditor, county road
commissioners, county school auperintendent, and
the hide and animal inspector, including the cost
of surety bonds for any deputies of any such offi-
cers, may be also indluded, and such expenses to
be passed on, predetermined &and allowed in the
time and amount, a&s nearly a&s possible, by the
Comissioners Court once each month faor the en-
suing month, upon the application by each offi-
ocer, stating the kind, probable amount of expen-
diture and the necessity for the expenses of his
office for such ensuing month, which application
shel), before presentation to said court, first be
endorsed by the county auvditor, if any, othervise
the county treasurer, only as to whether funds
are available for payment of such expenses. . . .«
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" . oved elaims and ssocunte
shall bo l rr- th. nuﬂ Salary Pund nnhu
othoruu pwuod

Prior %0 its mnho:t in 1992, by K. B, Sﬂ.
of the Regular Sessica of the ATth I-uuiltm, Artisle
Vs 4. C. 8., vhile authoris the of premiums ea
offistal boau of sertaia officers’ mu depusies, in-
sluding eertain offfsers snd their deputies asmed in youwr
lettet, to-wit, sheriffs, eounty judges oout attorneys,
assessors and ¢ollestors of taxes, ocoun and um-m )
- n.mmnmrmm \T N Wcttontg :
muou, oo awditors, souniy commissioners, eounty
ts, and souaty hide and-animal inspestéia.
uptlen or u“ l. ’s. Sﬂ s followss

=
An Act »mu ;899. ‘Rovised Oivil
Statutes ot Texae wﬁl Chapler :
11, Aots of. the For i‘omn h?' ure, Regu- *
lar Sessioen, mchtpor N65, Acts of the Seeond o
Called Seasgion, Yorty-fourth legislature, and by
Chapter 498, Acts of the Forty-fifth Legislature,
to provide that premiums o offieial bonds for
the eounty tressurars, eounty auditors, sounty
- road e ssioners, eounty sehoel saperintendsnts,
hide and animal iaspeetors and their deputies,
shall be paid tral sounty rudn and mmm
an mrme:.‘.

Sesticn 3 of uu l.— | B 5ﬂ the prm«u |

. *¥ha fast that the previsions of this Aet sre
nuuun to remedy & disorimination sgainst cer-
taia sounty offieisls in the mattar of paysent eof
oosts on premiums ez bonds for themselves and for
their de l.ca Sredtes Aa emArgendy And Sa impera-
tive public macessity that the sonstitational
rule requiring dills to de read cn three several
¢ays in e¢ash House be 8 ; and said rule is
Beredy suspended, and that this ’set sball take
effe muu:mnqmum 1ts ms«-
age, and % 1is se ansated.

You are ruz« advised that 1% {s the opin-
Loa ¢f this department that otemissieners' eours &nd
sounty auditor of your eounty m anthorised to pay the




275

Xonorsble 8. L. Yest, page &

:scmnturu for offieial snd surety bonds of
Loou daputies listed in your letter ¢ut of the
ott&oor-' sslary fund of your sounty.

Tours very truly
ATTORNKY GRNERAL OF TRIAS

FIRSY ASSISTW ?5 f g/

Ammim GENERAL
V. Jo mui

JAN 29, 1943
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