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of this department o Miatdy question reads as fol-
lows:

dearofi of the statutes, we fail to find
one efp ::sly suflogizing the county te pay office rent, light

billse) water bilk MNo., for the Faxu Seourity Admlniatrat on.

b of Toxss have repeatedly held thet the powers
-of the Conly 2/ Court ere limited to those expressly grant-
ed to them ¥ fonatitution and statutes and such powers as
&are implied ose expressly grented, Since our search fails

to reveal the existence of & statute thet gives express author-
ity to ths Commissioners? Court to expend its funds in the mane-
ner stated, we must see if such authority 4s implied by oconsidere
ing other statutes that do authorize the Commissioners! Court

to provide ajd to certein Federal Government agencies operating

within this State,

Seotion 17 of Artlicle 2351, R, C, S., extends the
authority of the Commismioners! Court to 1nclude the making of
appropriations to ald and essist the United States Department of
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Agrioculture in the distrivution of commodities to persons in
peed of assistance under the Food and for Cotton Stamp plan.
fhe plain language of the statute clearly sets out the
edditional powers granted to the Commissioners’ Court end

such additonael powers are limited to aid given to this par-
ticular branch of the United States GCovermment, We fall to
f£ind eny language implying thet this eauthority oculd be ex-
tended to permit the rendering of aild to enother branch of
the government ldentified as the Farm Security idministretion.

Artiols 2372e-2, R. C. S., relates to the authority
of the Commissioners' Qourt to provide office space and to
y regular monthly utility bills, etc., for the purpose of
aiding and oooperating with the agenoies of the Federal Gov-
ernment engeged in the administration of relief to the unem-
ployed or needy people of the State,

The Farm Security Administration, formally the Re-
settlement Administration, prinoipally occouples itself with
rehadilitation problems concerning farme and housing and though
such offioce may render a valuable service to the community, we
osnnot oonstrue ite aotivities to include the "administrstion
of relief to ths unemployed or needy people of ths State of
Texas,® PFrom a study of the Acts of Congress and exesutive
orders oreating such Farm Seourity Administration and/or its
predecessor, Resettlement Administration, we fail to find any-
thing to imply that the duties of the sald Farm Sesurity Admik-
istration should be co-extensive with those of the various
sgencies created under the National Emergency Relisf Act. The
numerous agenoies of the Federal Covernment have their duties
and responsibilities expressly enumereted, sach in a separate
field of endeavor, ‘

Therefore, in the absence of eny statute either ex-
pressly or by impliocation authorizing the Commissioners! Court
to expend county funds for the above mentioned purpose, it is
our opinion thet the county cannot legelly pay office reantis,
tisht bills, water bilis, eto., for the Farm Seourity Adminis-

ration.

Yours very truly
i ATTORNKXY GUENERAL OF TEXAS
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