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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GROVER SELLERS
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Honorable T. D, Sansing
County Attorney
Hansford-County
Spearman, Texas

Dear Sir:
Opinion Ho. 0O=7415

Re: Are trucks owmed by {iangford
County Wind Efroslon Qongervation

We are in receipt of vour 1
wherein you request an opinion of
to the above captioned question

19, 1946
i th eference

vehiclea as gx vekicles but the highway depart-
nent has taken the position that\such vehicles do
: hat will entitle

ay /Engineer, and the appli-
gles which are signed by
of the district.

"I woyld \like an opinion from your office as to
Aer or ot Yhe Texas RHighway Department is correct
iop taken. I am making no brief on this
do not consider it such as to c2ll for a
sent zlong with the request.”

You have not stated in your oninion recuest whether the
vehicles in question are to be operated upon the public highways
of Texas or not, but, for the purpose of this opinion, we are pre-
suming thzat they are to be so used.

hrticle 60675a-2, V.A.C.3., provides in part as follows:

"Every ouner of a motor vehicle, trailer or
seni-trailer used or to be used upon the public
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highways of this Siate shall gnily each year to the
State Hiphway Department tlurough the County Tax
Collector of the county in which he resides for the
resistration of cach such vehicle owvned or controlled
by him for the cnswing or current calendar year or un-
¢xplred portion thercofy, . .M

Article 0675a=3, V.i.0.5., provides in part as followvs:

. Me o o JOwners of motor vehicles, trailers and
seni-trailers which are the property of, snd used
exclusively in the service of the United Stotes gove
ernment, State of Texas, or aony county, clty or school
district thereof, shall apply annually to registor all
such vehicles, but shall not be required to pay the
resistration feea herein presoribed, « o

The Hansford Gounty “ind Erosion Conservation District was
orzanized under Article 105s-2, V,A.C.l., and osuch Article providaes
that districts created under the /¢t shall be governmental ageoncies
énd bodies politic and we preswse that tho epplication for cxemnt
refistration submitted Ly such district 1s baccd on the proposition
thet being a jovermaental .sgency, it is exempt from taxation. How-
ever, the fee provided for in the registration statute is not a tax
but is a license fee for the privilere of operating motor vehicles
upon the publie highways of thls State. Atking v, Ctate Highway
Departnent, 201 §. tie 226.{writ of error refused,)

Article 0G758~2, supra, is all inclusive ond does not nake
any rovision to exenpt vehicles owned by political subdivisiona
of the State. Artlcle 6675a-3, supra, exempts from the payment of
resistration fees certain governmentai sprencies specifically therein
mentioned. It is clear from the wording of the two above mentioned
statutes that the Legielature has provided that all owners of motor
vehicles which aro operated upon the public highways of this Stote
shall pay the license fees provided except those which are specifl-
cally enumerated in Article 6675a~3, und the rules of statutory con-
struction will not permlt us to extend the exemptions to political
gubdivisions of thils State vwhich are not specificaily moentioned in
seld Article 6675a-3. :

e have previously held in Opinion Ho. 0-26909 that the
Bexar-iiedina-Atascosa Counties Vater lwnrovement Dlstrict Mo, 1 is
not exempt from the paywent of motor vehicle fees,and we are en-
closing & copy of such opinion for your infornation,

In vicw of the foregoingk ve are constrained to the con-
clusion that the motor vehicles of the flanzford Cownty Wind bropior
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Congervation District are not exemst from the nayaent of moter
vehicle registration fecs if ssne cre operated upon the public

highweys of this State.

Trasting that the foregoing fully wwsvers your inquiry,

wo are
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ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

DEBtdin

Enclosure

Very truly yours -

LT A Iy R ) €L R oa
ATTONULY Grilminl O TIXAS
By,A,{4u¢4{
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