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Austin, Texas . Re: Payment to persons

discharged or paroled
from sertain State
correctional institu-
tions; Article 5143b,
section 1. 3 VOG os a.

Dear 3ir:

We Tefer to your letter of recent date acknowl-
sdged by the Attorney General on May 16, 1947, which, in
substance, reads as follows:

Section 1 of Aets 1945, 49th Leg., R.S.,
Ch., 106, H. B. 105, recorded as Article 51430,
Sec. 1, V C.8., provides:

"Section 1. Upom the discharge or par-
ale of any person committed to the Gatesville
State School for Boys or the Gaineaville State
School for Girls, the Superintendent of the
Institution from which such person is dis-
charged or paroled shall provide them with a
complete suit of suitable clething, and Five
Dollars ($5) in mopey, and procure transporta-
tion for them to their homes, if resident of
this State, or to the county in which they may
bave been convicted or ¢ such other plaoe in
the Btate at which said Aischarged ' or paroled
person may have procured employment or to a
place where a2 suitable home has been found for
such person.”™

The question has arisen (at the Gatesville
State School for Boys) as to whether the $5.00
in money and transportation cost can be paid
more than once to or for the same boy who
hss been paroled and tHeén subsequently re-
admitted as a parole wiolator, or possibly
taken in again under a new conviction.
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The provisions of Section 1 of Article 5143b
are clear and unambiguous. Said statute requires that
the superintendent at the institutions named therein
shall provide any person upon his or her discharge or
parole therefrom with a complete sujit of suitable cloth-
ing and $5.00, and shall secure transportation for said
~person to some place within the Stete as generally des-
ignated in the Act.

Where a2 statute, civil or criminal, is express-
ed in plain and unambiguous language, and its meaning is
clear and abvious, there is no room for conmstruction.
Gaddy v. First National Bank of Beaumont, 283 S.W. 472;
-Sparks v, State, 174 S.W. 351°

We think that the provisions of this Act are
susceptible of but one interpretation; that whenever and
as often as any person is discharged or paroled from one
of these institutions, he or she is entitled to the ben-
efits afforded by the specific provisions of this law.

SUMMARY

Persons discharged or paroled from the
State correctional institutions designated in
Artiecle 5143b, Section 1, V.C.S5., are entitled
to the benefits afforded in said Act whenever
and as often as they are discharged or paroled
therefrom.

Very truly yours
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