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County Attormey ,

Brooks County . Re: Maximum compensation

Falfurrtas, Texas _ of the ewanty officers
and their deputies and

Dear Sim: : clerks inm Brooks County.

" YTou-have reguested an opimion concverning
the maxiwmm compensation of the county officlals of
Brooks County and thelr deputles, assistants, and
clerks. o

- ~Brooks County has = population, according
to the 1950 Federal Census, of 4,105 tnhabitants, and
a property vainattow of $19,134,800. Its county of-
ficials were compensated on a salary basis in 1948
and are now being compensated on a salary basis.

The salary of the County Commissioners is
governasd- by Articlem 2350 and 3912g, V.C.S. Att'y
Gen. Op. V-1327 (1951). Article 2350 provides in
part:s : '

*In counties ‘having the following as-
sessed valuations, respectively, as shown
by ‘the total apsessed valuations of all prop-
erties cortified by the county assessor and
approved by the Commissioners Court, for
county purposer, for the previocus year, from
time to time, the County Commissioners of
such counties shall esach recelve annual sal-
aries not to gxceed the amounts herein speci-
fisd, ssid saleries to be pald in egual
monthly -instalments, at least one-half {1/2),
and not-excveeding three-fourths (3/4), out
of*the Read-and- Bridge Pund, and the re-
matnder cut of the General Fund of the coun-
ty; 'said assessed valuations and salaries
appitcable theresto being as follows:

o

*$10,000,001 and less than $12,000,000
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not to exceed 22,200.00. $12,000,001
apd less than $20,000,000 not to exceed
$2,500.00."

Section 1 of Article 3912g provides:

*The Commissioners Court in sach
county of this State 1is hereby author-
1z2ed, when in thelr judgment the Timan-
cial conditlion of the county and, the needs
of" the officer Justify the increase, to
‘euter an order increasing the compenss-
tion of the precinct, county and district
officers, or sither of them, in an addl-
tional amount - not to exceed twenty-five
(25%) per-cent-of “the sum allowed under
the lawy for ¢he Tiscal year of "1948, ~wheth-
er paid - on- fee or-watery basis; provided,
however; the members-of the Commissioners
Court may not -ratee the salaries of any
of* such Comrissioners Court under the
terms of -this Act without ' reising the
salary of the remaining county officlzls
in’' like proportion.” o

© °  8imee ‘Brooks County ‘has a tax valuation
of $19,134,800 (1950 tax rolls}, the maximm dase
compensation allowed the county coomissioners under
Article 2350 ‘ts $2,500.00. Section 1l of Article
3912g authorizes sn-increase: in-compenration "not
to exceed twenty-five {25) percent of “the sum al-
lowed umdter the law for the fiscal year of 1948."
Since Brooks County-had a tax valuation in 1948
(1947 tax rolls) of $11,727,919,00, the maximum
allowed under the law to the county comulssioners
in 1948 was $2,200.00. Therefore, Article 3912g
authorizes an increase in- nsation not to ex-
ceed $550.00 (25 per cent of $2,200.00). In view
of the foregoing, 1t is our opinion-that the maximum
salary that may be paid the county commissioners of
Brooks County during 1951 is $3,050.00 ($2,500,00
plus $550 .GOY. ‘ . -

-+ Section 1 of House BLll 255, Acts 52nd
Leg., R.8. 1951, ch. 391, p. 675 (Art. 3943e, V.C.S.)
provides:

"In each county of the State of Texas
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having s population of less than twenty
thouaand'??ﬂ,ooo) inhabitants according
to the last preceding Fsderal Census,
where all the county officers are com-
pensated on a2 salary basis, the Commis-
sionsrs Conrt shzll determine armually
the ‘salary to be pald the county treasur-
or, provided that the ammusl salsry to
be-patd to-the county treasurer shall not
be: set at any aum less than One Thousand,
Right Hundred Dollars ($1,800) per annum.”

© Imview of the above quoted provisions,
the Commimsioners! Court meay set the salary of the
County Freasurer at zany ressonsble amount not less
%han1§13800.60'per annum. Att'y Gen. Op. V-1327
1851,.

" '8ince Brooks County has a population of
less then 20,000 inhabltants and 1ts county officers
were compensated on a salary basis In 1948 and are
now compenmated on a salary basls, the salary of
the remainting county officials is governed by the
provisions of Articles 3912e-12 and 3912g, V.C.S.
Article %912e-1l2 provides:

"In all counties of this State hav-
ing a population of less than twenty thous-
and (20,000), according to the last pre-
ceding Federal Census, and in which coun-
ties the Commiasioners Courts have deter-
mined that the county officials =shall be
compensated on a salary basis, such Com-
missionere Courts are suthorized to fix
the salaries of county officials 1n such
counties, thelr deputies, clerks and as-
sistants. Said compensation shall be paid
in monthly or semimonthly installmenta, as
gald Court may determine, Provided, how-
ever, that no malary fixed hereln by such
Commissioners Court shall be in an amount
to exceed Five Thousand, Four Hundred Dol-
lars ($5,%00) for the County Officers and
in an smount of Three Thousand, Six Hun-
dred Dollars ($3,600) for Deputies, Assist-
ants, and Clerks; provided, further that no
salary shall be set at a figure lower than
that peid for the Calendar Year 1946."%
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Under Article 3912e-12, county officlals
of Brooks County are entitled to a base compensa-
tion of not more than $5,400.00 per annum. Section
1l of Article 3912g, above quoted, authorizes an ad-
ditional increase not to exceed twenty-five per cent
of the sum sllowed under the law for the fiscal year
of 1948, ‘The maximum sum allowed under the law to
the coumty officlals of Brooka County in 1948 was
$5,400,00. Article 3912e-12. Therefore, Article
3912g authorizes an increase of nct more than $1,350.00
(tventy-five per cent of $5,400.00), Therefore, the
maximum compensation that mey be paid the county of-
ficlals of Brooks Coéunty is g6,750.00 ($5,400.00 plus
$1,350.00). 1In addition to the compensation provided
for in Artieles 3912e-12 and 3912g, the tax assessor-
collector is entitled to zdditional compensation pro-
vided for in Sectlion 57 of Article 1436-1, V.P.C.,
as amended*bg Senate Bill 271, Acts 52nd leg., R.S.
1951, ch. 368, p. 620. Att'y Gen. Ops. V-1294 (1951)
and V-1327 (1951).

Article 3912e-12 authorizes the base salary
of $3,600.00 for the deputies, assistants, and clerks.
Section 2 of Article 3912g‘provid¢s=

“The Commissioners Court in each coun-
ty of this State is hereby authorized, when
in their judpgment the financial condition of
the county and the needs of the deputlies, as-
sistants and clerks of any district, county
or precinct officer justify the increase, to
enter an order increasing the compensation of
any such deputy, assistant or clerk in an ad-
dltional amount not to sxceed thirty-five
(35%) per cent of the sum allowed under the
law for the fiscal year of 1948,"

The sum allowed deputies, assistants, and
clerks of the county officers in Brooks County, under
the law in 1948, was $3,600.00. Article 3912e-12, °
Section 2 of Article 3912g, above quoted, authoril:zes
an increase not to exceed %1,260 (35 per cent of $3,600).
Therefore, the maximum salary that may be paild deputies,
assistants, and clerks in Brooks County 1s $4,860
($3,600 plus $1,260).

SUMMARY
The meaximm compensation of the County

Commissioners of Brooks County 1s now $3,050.
Arts. 2350 and 3912g, V.C.S.
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The Commlissioners' Court of Brooks
County may Bet the salary of the County
Tryasurer at any reasonable sum not less
then $1,800.00. H.B, 265, Acts 52nd leg.,
R.S. 1951, ¢h, 391, p. 675.

“Fhre- maxtmum'compansation‘that may -be
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Brooks County is ,750. Arts. 3912e-12
and 3912g, V.C.S. In addition to the com-
pensation provided for in Articles 3012e-12
amd 3912y, the tax assessmor-collector is
entitled to the compensation provided for
in Section 57 of Article 1436-1, V.P.C., as
amended by Senate Bill 271, Acts 52nd leg.,
R.8. 1951, ch. 368, p. 620.

“ye-maximm-salary that may be pald
tor the deputles, assistants, and clerks
is $4,860. Arts. 3912e-12 and 3912g, V.C.S.

APPRG?BD:' ‘ Yours very truly,
J. C. Davis, Jr. PRICE DARIEL
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