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Hon. Allan Shivers 
Governor of Texas 
iiustin, Texas 

Dear Governor: 

Letter Opinion No. MS-47 

Re: Constitutionality of House 
Bill 889. 

You have reQuested an opinion on the constitu- 
tionality of House Bill 889 of the 53rd Legislature which 
cl,mends “chapter 4, ricts of 1950, Fifty-first Legislature, 
5’irst Called Session, Section 4, Subsection 5 and Section 
2, Subsection 7, to extend the provisions thereof to in- 
corporated or unincorporated cities 

4 
towns of villages 

:iithin this State, the population o which has decreased 
to less than one thousand five hundred (1,5&O) inhabitants 
since taking and publishing the last preceding Federal 
Census.” 

Rouse Bill 889 amends and publishes at lengthy 
subsection 5 of section 4 and subsection 7 of section 2 of 
:=cts 1950, $st Legislature, First Called Session. Section 
36 of titicle III of the Constitution of Texas provides as 
follows: 

“Bo law shall be revived or amended by 
reference to its title; but in su.ch case the 
act revived, or the section or sections 
amended, shall be re-enacted and published at 
length.” 

In construing this provision in Ellison v. Texas 
Licuor Control Board 154 S.W.Zd 322 (Tex.Civ.App. 1941 
error ref.) it was hild that the setting out at length Af 
a particular subsection of a prior act constituted a suffi- 
cient compliance of Section 36 of Article III since “sub- 
sections” as used by the Legislature for .convenience con- 
stitute “sections” within the meaning of Section 36 of Arti- 
cle III ~of the Constitution of Texas. In view of the fore- 
going it is our opinion that House Bill 889 does not violate 
Section 36 of Article III of the Constitution of Texas and 
is a valid enactment. 

Yours very truly 
JOHN BER SlUPPER6 
Attorney General 

Jfl:am:wb By John Reeves, Assistant 


