
Port San antonio: 
not JuSt

Surviving, thriving

In 1995, San Antonio residents learned that historic Kelly Air Force Base was 
slated for closure and many were alarmed by the uncertainty of what would 
become of the sprawling complex on the southwest side of town employing 

thousands of civilians. What ultimately occurred was the redevelopment of the base 
into a master-planned, 1,900-acre logistics-based aerospace and industrial complex 
that has defied recent economic odds.

A Proud History

Kelly Field, where chapters in military aviation were first written, was born in 
November 1916, when the “Father of Military Aviation,” Captain Benjamin Foulois, 
selected the site for the expanding activities of the aviation flying section of the U.S.  
          continued on pg. 3
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A Boeing 787 Dreamliner is prepared for eventual delivery to Japan Airlines at Boeing Company’s Global Service and 
Support facility located at Port San Antonio.
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Scott GAllAGHer DePArtS tHe PAttern:

it is with mixed emotions that i announce the departure of my 
friend and fellow employee, Scott gallagher. For the past 
two years, Scott has admirably served as txDot Aviation’s 
Director of planning and programming, bringing new 
creative and effective ideas to the way we conduct our 
business. 

Scott came to the Aviation Division upon retirement following 
a distinguished career with the United States Navy. his final 
duty assignment was Commanding officer of an F-18 hornet 
Squadron in lemore, California. As a retired Naval Aviator 
myself, i am pleased for Scott that he has an opportunity to 
return to the cockpit to support the future training and 
development of Naval Aviation. in his new position with tac 
Air based in patuxent river, Maryland, Scott will be serving 
as a consultant for the F/A-18 community and a pilot for the 
air services arm of his new company, tactical Air Support, inc.

i have no doubt that Scott will make a tremendous 
contribution to the future of the Navy’s flight programs. We 
all wish him the best in his new career. (See related story on 
page 14.)

FunDInG For contrAct towerS MAy Be 
In PerIl:

As a result of mandatory budget reductions, Congress has 
proposed and the White house has agreed to across-the-
board cuts in january 2013. the office of Management and 
Budget has proposed eliminating operations funding for 
contract towers that serve airports without scheduled service 
or fewer than 10,000 military operations per year. that 
would eliminate funding for all of the 125 general aviation 
airports with contract towers nationwide. in texas, that would 
result in loss of funding for staffing of 15 existing airports, as 
well as jeopardize other towers already planned for 
construction. the contract tower program in texas has made 
a major contribution to aviation safety and the development 
of business aviation in our urban areas. it is certainly hoped 
that Washington can find other means of budget reduction 
instead of terminating this critically important program.

BoeInG ADDS 400 new AvIAtIon JoBS 
At Port SAn AntonIo:

recently, it was announced that Boeing would be adding 
400 new jobs at its facility in San Antonio. the jobs are a 
part of a relocation from Wichita to San Antonio, oklahoma 
City and puget Sound. the jobs involve future work on the 
KC-46 refueling tanker and the nation’s fleet of executive jets, 
including the president’s airplane, Air Force one, and the jets 
that transport the vice president, Cabinet members and other 
government officials.

port San Antonio is home to 80 companies employing 
14,000 people, including 5,000 highly skilled individuals 
working for 14 aerospace companies, including Boeing, 
lockheed Martin, Chromalloy, gore Design Completions and 
pratt and Whitney.

Congratulations to the city of San Antonio and port San 
Antonio. (See related story on page 1.)◆

Editor’S notE

in the Summer 2010 edition of Wingtips, the story “Sugar 
land regional Airport tops Survey Again” that appears on 
page 18 contains an error. the story mistakenly notes that 
the runway doubled in length to 8,000 feet in 1994, when in 
fact it was already that length. the editorial staff of Wingtips 
regrets the error.
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not JuSt Surviving, thriving continued from pg. 1 

Army Signal Corps. During World War i, Kelly Field served as a reception and testing center for recruits and 
as a training center for pilots, mechanics, cooks and bakers, as well as engineering and supply officers. Most 
American World War i flyers trained or were processed at Kelly Field. 

During World War ii, Kelly Field developed into a huge industrial complex that stored and distributed material, 
and modified or repaired aircraft, engines and related equipment. these adjustments marked the start of a distinct 
shift in Kelly’s mission, which, over the next 40 years, expanded into a worldwide logistics and support capability. 
Kelly Field was renamed Kelly Air Force Base in 1948 after the Air Force became a separate branch of the Armed 
Services in 1947. During these years, Kelly also became the region’s largest employer—providing thousands of 
civilian jobs to generations of San Antonians, and giving rise to the region’s hispanic middle class.

Kelly maintained such aircraft as the B-29, B-36, B-47 and B-58 bombers, numerous types of fighters including 
the F-102 and F-106, and various cargo planes. 

Kelly Air Force Base was closed and its assets realigned by the 1995  Base realignment and Closure iv 
Commission. parts of the installation were shifted to adjacent lackland Air Force Base, with a significant portion 
of the former Kelly AFB becoming port San Antonio.

A new era of economic Prosperity

in 2001, Kelly Air Force Base officially closed and the greater Kelly Development Authority, a political subdivision 
of the state of texas, began overseeing the redevelopment and management of the property under the name 
KellyUSA. in 2007 the organization rebranded itself as port San Antonio, underscoring its air, rail and logistics 
assets and growing relationships with U.S. and Mexican seaports. 

though created by the government, port San Antonio is operationally self sustaining and runs like a business. it 
obtains its income from properties it develops, leases, upgrades and maintains for its growing private and public 
sector customers. 

port San Antonio has developed a strategy allowing it to align its mix of assets to an array of customers and 
dynamic market conditions. As part of its growth, it has focused on four key functional areas:

Kelly Field — An industrial airport within a foreign-trade zone that features an 11,500-foot runway, which 
lackland Air Force Base shares with port San Antonio through a joint use agreement. South of the runway is one 
of the country’s largest arrays of jet aircraft engine test cells. 

Since its inauguration, 14 aerospace-based businesses have established operations at port San Antonio, initially 
focusing on military aircraft maintenance, repair and overhaul projects and, increasingly, on commercial aviation. 
Kelly Field also features an 89,500-square-foot air cargo hangar, which port San Antonio completed in 2008, 
and an adjacent U.S. Customs facility inaugurated the following year. Atlantic Aviation established FBo 
operations in 2006.

East Kelly Railport — A 350-acre site with logistics and manufacturing options, with rail access from BNSF 
railway and Union pacific railroad. opened in 2007, east Kelly railport is a growing hub for regional logistics, 
with customers that provide warehousing and distribution for everything from consumer goods, bulk manufacturing 
materials and, increasingly, support for energy projects resulting from the nearby eagle Ford Shale.

Lindbergh Park — 45 acres near existing Air Force operations at the port for the development of additional 
force protected offices and necessary parking to support the growth of military operations and government 
contractors in the region.
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Kelly Center — 400 acres at the heart of the property to serve the needs of a growing workforce, including 
housing and educational facilities that support training for the growing number of aerospace workers and to help 
future generations access promising careers with port customers. 

the impressive record of job creation at port San Antonio during the past decade is the result of having attracted 
nearly 80 organizations employing over 14,000 workers. port customers generate $4.2 billion in annual 
economic activity for the region, making it one of the most successful base redevelopment projects in BrAC history.

Among the 14 aerospace businesses that call port San Antonio home are the following:

•	 Boeing	 Company’s	 Global	 Service	 and	 Support	—	 This	 facility	 is	 one	 of	 the	 largest	 military	 aircraft	
maintenance, repair and overhaul facilities in the world. the first commercial aircraft at port San Antonio, 
the 787 Dreamliner, arrived on March 4, 2011, for change incorporation and refurbishment work. Soon 
to follow were several 747-8 Freighters, which are also undergoing similar upgrades before delivery to 
customers worldwide. 

•	 Kelly	Aviation	Center-An	Affiliate	of	Lockheed	Martin	Corporation	—	Lockheed	Martin	Corporation’s	only	
aircraft engine maintenance, repair and overhaul facility.

•	 Chromalloy	—	A	leading	turbine	engine	service	provider.
•	 Gore	 Design	 Completion	 —	 A	 turnkey	 completion	 center	 specializing	 in	 luxury	 commercial	 aircraft	

interiors for dignitaries, heads-of-states and other vips. Since its arrival at the port in 2005, the company 
has grown from 150 to over 600 workers, making it the largest firm of its kind in North America and the 
third largest in the world.

•	 StandardAero	San	Antonio	—	Within	the	Kelly	Aviation	Center	facility,	StandardAero	operates	the	world’s	
largest t-56 engine maintenance, repair and overhaul facility.

•	 Pratt	&	Whitney	—	One	of	 the	 first	private	 firms	 to	arrive	at	Kelly	Field,	where	 it	operates	 the	world’s	
largest maintenance facility for F100 engines powering F15 and F16 military fighters.

in addition to these businesses, St. 
philip’s College operates its Southwest 
Campus at port San Antonio. the 
institution provides education and 
training that enables the recruitment 
of new employees and ensures that 
current workers’ skills are up-to-date. 
St. philip’s is also the site of the Alamo 
Aerospace Academy, which recruits 
high school students into a two-year 
program in aircraft structures and 
turbine engine maintenance and, 
through a paid summer internship 
program, provides them hands-on 
experience with companies at port 
San Antonio. After graduation, many 
Academy graduates embark upon 
fulfilling careers with port aerospace 
customers. 

Under the terms of an agreement 
announced in December 2011, port 
San Antonio will provide 40 acres 
and a 40,000-square-foot building to 
expand the St. philip’s Southwest A student works on an aircraft engine.
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Campus. in return, Alamo Colleges, the local 
community college district which includes St. philip’s, 
will provide over $5 million in training to existing and 
future aerospace workers—further cementing port 
San Antonio as a center for aerospace excellence.

“i’ve seen the case where a base is closing and there 
is no plan to do anything with the property or its 
facilities,” says Curtis Morgan, program manager of 
the Multimodal Freight program at the texas 
transportation institute. “What port San Antonio is 
doing in the area of economic development is 
impressive, to say the least.” 

General Aviation and Beyond

port San Antonio’s industrial airport at Kelly Field 
(SKF) also looks to expand its role with industrial and 
corporate general aviation.

“to our east we have Stinson Municipal Airport and 
to the north the community is served by San Antonio 
international,” explains Kelly Field Airport general 
Manager rick Crider. “Kelly Field will enhance the 
aviation fabric of this community by adding industrial 
and corporate aviation capacity, and complementing 
the attributes of the other airports in this region. our 
goal is to have a fully operational joint-use facility 
that serves everyone’s needs in a very safe and secure 
environment.”

in 2010, after nearly a decade of fundraising by the 
port, the city of San Antonio began work on a road-
building project at the port, which, when completed in 
2013, will create a new access route into the complex. the new road will also allow for the addition of new air-
served facilities on 150 acres at Kelly Field, which, upon full development, could support up to 8,000 additional 
aerospace-related jobs in that part of the port alone.

Crider notes that the port, in collaboration with FBo 
Atlantic Aviation, plans to expand corporate aviation 
services with the addition of a new terminal building and 
hangar facilities. 

For more information, please visit http://www.
portsanantonio.us/ or http://www.airnav.com/airport/
KSKF.◆

Aerial of Kelly Aviation Center at Port San Antonio.

“Kelly Field will enhance the aviation 
fabric of this community by adding 
industrial and corporate aviation 
capacity, and complementing the 
attributes of the other airports in this 
region.”    

   Rick Crider 
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odessa/Schlemeyer Field $1,125,237 Construct terminal building and parking lot

Collin County regional 
Airport at McKinney $10,729,200

Construct replacement runway; construct taxiway B5 segment 1, B1 
segment 1, and taxiways B2, B3 and B4; construct replacement runway 
18-36, and replacement runway; convert existing runway 17-35 to 
taxiway B; install medium intensity approach lighting system at runway 
36; electrical and electronics for runway replacement

Fort Worth Meacham 
international Airport $2,247,500 Construct perimeter road

Stephenville Municipal 
Airport/Clark Field $1,003,280 Construct 12 unit hangar with access paving

hemphill County Airport/
Canadian $500,000 install game proof fencing 

oldham County Airport/
vega $363,309 install fueling system and construct fueling apron

Cherokee County Airport/
jacksonville $371,880 install game fencing; clearing and grubbing; install security and access 

gates and drainage improvements

palestine Municipal Airport $803,300
rehabilitate and mark apron; reconstruct taxiway A; remove asphalt; raise 
apron inlets; repair concrete drainage structures; install barricades and 
markings for pavement closure; and improve 18" storm sewer

Mustang Beach/port 
Aransas $140,000 replace existing automated weather observing system

Dimmitt County/Carrizo 
Springs $140,000 install an automated weather observing system

lockhart Municipal Airport $762,720
rehabilitate and mark runway 18-36; rehabilitate and mark taxiways; 
rehabilitate hangar access taxiways and apron; rehabilitate FBo apron; 
and update signage

Coulter Field/Bryan $140,000 install an automated weather observing system

tStC-Waco Airport $1,000,000 Construct a terminal building
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MarK Your CaLEndarS
March 28, 29, 30, 2012
Moody Gardens Hotel
Seven Hope Blvd.
Galveston, Texas 77554

Conference registration
pre-registration is recommended and will help us in planning and preparing a better conference. if you pre-register, your name tag and 
program packet will be ready when you arrive at the hotel. the fee is $175 through February 17, 2012. A $50 late fee will be 
added to registrations received after February 17, 2012. A $75 fee will be added for all on-site registrations. 
you are encouraged to register online. if paying by check or money order, register on line and make payable to TTI-Avtn2012 event 
Management	 Planning	 (EM&P)	at	 the	address	 listed	below.	Only	 cancellations	 received	 in	writing	by	EM&P	by	5:00	p.m.	CST	on	
February 17, 2012, will be refunded, less a $50 handling fee. No refunds will be issued after this date. you may pay your registration 
fee by check, money order or credit card. No purchase orders. The registration fee covers conference handouts, break 
refreshments, Wednesday’s get acquainted reception, Thursday’s breakfast, luncheon, award’s banquet and 
social and Friday’s breakfast.  Note: TxDOT employees are exempt from the registration fee, but must register in advance. 

hotel reservations
the Moody gardens hotel is holding a block of rooms for our use at the nightly rate of $149 for single or double occupancy. After 
March 6, 2012, rooms are subject to availability and may be at a higher rate. to receive this rate, please call the Moody gardens hotel 
at 1-888/388-8484. remember to mention the Texas Aviation Conference to receive the conference rate. you may also reserve 
your room online, group code 37008211. the hotel has both self parking and valet parking for a fee. please visit their Web site for 
additional information. 

Special activities
visit our Web site at http://www.txdot.gov/business/conferences/aviation_conference.htm for detailed information.

Wednesday, March 28:
•	 3rd Annual Alton Young Memorial Motorcycle Ride sponsored by C.T. Brannon 
•	 15th	Annual	Golf	Tournament	
•	 Fishing	Tournament	sponsored by Garver
•	 Get	Acquainted	Reception	
•	 Open	House	at	Scholes	International	at	Galveston	Terminal	sponsored by PGAL 

Thursday, March 29:
•	 Evening	Awards	Banquet	
•	 Social	following	Award’s	Banquet	sponsored by Rodriguez Engineering

Shuttle Service
galveston limousine Service runs a shuttle to and from the hotel and both houston hobby and Bush intercontinental airports. your 
participants can make reservations online at www.galvestonlimousineservice.com.

Special needs
In	compliance	with	ADA	requirements,	participants	with	special	needs	can	be	reasonably	accommodated	by	contacting	EM&P	by	phone	
at: 979/862-1219, toll free 1-888/550-5577 or fax 979/862-1225, at least five working days prior to the conference.

if you have any questions or need additional information, please contact the Aviation Division at 1-800/68-pilot.

Sponsored by: The Texas Department of Transportation
Co-Sponsored by: Texas Airports Council and Texas Aviation Association
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WEdnESdaY, MarCh 28, 2012

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Alton Young Memorial Motorcycle Ride 
(Sponsored by C.T. Brannon) 

12:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. Golf Tournament 

12:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. Planes and Lanes Bowling Event (Sponsored by 
Garver)

2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Exhibitor Set-up

2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Registration/Check-in

6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Exhibits Open

6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Get	Acquainted	Reception

7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Open	House	at	Scholes	International	Galveston	
Terminal (Sponsored by PGAL)

thurSdaY, MarCh 29, 2012

7:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Registration Desk Open

7:30 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. Continental Breakfast (in exhibit hall)

8:30 a.m. – 8:50 a.m. Welcoming Address and Words from the Sponsors 
Dave Fulton, Director, TxDOT, Aviation Division 
John Happ, President, Texas Airports Council 
Jay Carpenter, Texas Aviation Association

8:50 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Introduction of Aviation Advisory Committee  
Dave Fulton, Director, TxDOT, Aviation Division

9:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. State of the Aviation Division Address 
Dave Fulton, Director, TxDOT, Aviation Division

9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Washington Update 
Henry Ogrodzinski, President, National Association of State 
Aviation Officials 

10:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.  Coffee Break

10:15 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.  Aircraft Operations in the Gulf of Mexico 
TBD

10:45 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  Community Gateways: Airport Terminals and 
Entryways 
TxDOT Aviation Division Staff 

11:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.  Wildlife Management Preview 
Dr. Russell DeFusco, BASH, Inc.

11:45 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Luncheon

1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Texas Airports Council Meeting 
•	Approval	of	minutes	from	previous	meeting 
•	Election	of	2012	Officers 
•	TAC	Goals	for	2012 
•	General	Discussion

aftErnoon BrEaKout SESSionS

2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  I: Airport 101 
Lenny Llerena, Airport Director, New Braunfels Regional 
Airport

  II: Managing Airport Real Estate 
Rick Crider, Airport General Manager, Port San Antonio

  III: The Airport Project Development Process: From 
Beginning to End 
TxDOT Aviation Division Staff

3:00 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. Break	in	Exhibit	Hall

3:15 p.m. – 4:15 p.m. I: Aviation Issues Round Table 
TBD

  II: Wildlife Management 
Dr. Russell DeFusco, BASH, Inc.

	 	 III:	Airport	Land	Acquisition 
Tony Blazi, Office of the Attorney General, State of Texas

4:15 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. Break	in	Exhibit	Hall

2011 TenTaTive ConferenCe Program
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10:15 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.  Aircraft Operations in the Gulf of Mexico 
TBD

10:45 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  Community Gateways: Airport Terminals and 
Entryways 
TxDOT Aviation Division Staff 

11:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.  Wildlife Management Preview 
Dr. Russell DeFusco, BASH, Inc.

11:45 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Luncheon

1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Texas Airports Council Meeting 
•	Approval	of	minutes	from	previous	meeting 
•	Election	of	2012	Officers 
•	TAC	Goals	for	2012 
•	General	Discussion

aftErnoon BrEaKout SESSionS

2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  I: Airport 101 
Lenny Llerena, Airport Director, New Braunfels Regional 
Airport

  II: Managing Airport Real Estate 
Rick Crider, Airport General Manager, Port San Antonio

  III: The Airport Project Development Process: From 
Beginning to End 
TxDOT Aviation Division Staff

3:00 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. Break	in	Exhibit	Hall

3:15 p.m. – 4:15 p.m. I: Aviation Issues Round Table 
TBD

  II: Wildlife Management 
Dr. Russell DeFusco, BASH, Inc.

	 	 III:	Airport	Land	Acquisition 
Tony Blazi, Office of the Attorney General, State of Texas

4:15 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. Break	in	Exhibit	Hall

4:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. I: RAMP Session 
Megan Caffall, RAMP Program Manager, TxDOT Aviation 

  II: Airport Consultant Session 
Bijan Jamalabad, Director, Engineering and Project 
Management, TxDOT Aviation

6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Awards	Banquet 
General Aviation Airport Manager of the Year, Most Improved 
Airport of the Year, General Aviation Airport of the Year, 
Reliever Airport or Reliever Airport Manager of the Year, 
RAMP Coordinator of the Year and Aviation Art Contest 
Winners

8:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. Evening Social (Sponsored By Rodriguez 
Engineering)

fridaY, MarCh 30, 2012

8:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. Exhibits and Registration Desk Open

8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Breakfast Buffet

9:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. Airport Revenue Diversion 
Mike Nicely, Manager, Texas Airports Development Office, 
FAA Southwest Region

9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. The Value of a Statewide Airport Association 
Frank Miller, Aviation Director, City of San Antonio, Texas

10:00 a.m. –10:30 a.m. Aviation Education in Texas: Planning, Partnering, 
and Promoting the Future 
TBD 

10:30 a.m. –11:00 a.m. TxDOT/DOT-FAA AIP Program and Listening 
Session 
Dave Fulton, Director, TxDOT, Aviation Division 
Mike Nicely, Manager, Texas Airports Development Office, 
FAA Southwest Region

10:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. Prize Drawings

2011 TenTaTive ConferenCe Program
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you are encouraged to register online. if paying by check or money order, register on line and make check 
payable to tti-Avtn2012, and send to event Management and planning, texas transportation institute, texas 
A&M	 University	 System,	 3135	 TAMU,	 College	 Station,	 TX	 77843-3135.	 Phone:	 979/862-1219	 and	 fax	
979/862-1225. No pUrChASe orDerS ACCepteD. oNly viSA, MASter CArD AND DiSCover CreDit 
CArDS Will Be ACCepteD.  oNly CheCKS FroM U.S. BANKS Are ACCepteD.  TxDOT employees are 
exempt from the registration fee, but must register on-line. if paying by check or money order, 
you	may	register	on-line	and	then	mail	your	payment.	Only	cancellations	received	in	writing	to	EM&P	by	5:00	
p.m. February 17, 2012, will be refunded less a $50 handling fee.

NOTE: if you are taking a guest to the awards banquet who is not registered, please include an additional $35. 

REGISTRATION
Register on-line at http://tti.tamu.edu/conferences/tac12/

The city of Terrell opened the Major William F. Long Terminal at their municipal airport in September. TxDOT 1 is parked 
on the tarmac.  photo courtesy of Don johnson, The Terrell Tribune
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addiSon airPort honorEd for 
ConStruCtion SafEtY 

By robert Mark,
CommAvia

the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) named Addison Airport the winner of the agency’s excellence in 
Construction Safety Award for its recent renovation of runway 15/33. the project team was honored at 
thursday’s FAA Southwest regions’ 2011 Fall Conference luncheon for exceeding the agency’s already 

stringent construction safety standards.

Airport work included upgrading and improving approach and airport lighting, drainage and grading. the 
efforts translated into 1,263 truckloads of asphalt, 181 miles of new paint, 22 miles of electrical cable and enough 
grass to cover 35 professional football fields. the runway, part of which was reconstructed down to its base, also 
received a new layer of asphalt.

Unlike some other towns, Addison understands the airport’s value, as well as the day-to-day issues faced at the 
facility. “Addison is constantly vigilant when it comes to safety—safety for our pilots, for our tenants and for the 
general public,” said Mayor todd Meier. “the town is committed to investing in the airport for the benefit of our 
tenants, the traveling public and especially our owners, the citizens of Addison. this award recognizes the hard 
work of the airport and town staff, as well as the contractors, all of whom went above and beyond to complete 
this important project safely, on-time and under budget.”

Considering the complexity of the work, the project was completed without a single runway incursion or surface 
incident. “this work was especially challenging because Addison is one of the region’s busiest general aviation 
airports,” said joel jenkinson, airport director. “We remained operational during most of the construction process, 
despite the tight schedule and a commitment to interfere with air traffic as little as possible.”

Because safety was the airport’s highest priority, jenkinson explained, “Contractor supervisors had to pass the 
airport’s Movement Area Driver training program and an airport access course to make sure they understood how 
to operate safely in an active aviation environment.”

in addition to members of the Addison Airport staff, 
representatives of garver engineers and eAS Contracting 
also received the award. the project was 90 percent 
funded by the FAA’s Airport improvement program 
through a block grant to the txDot Aviation Division. the 
airport provided 10 percent of the funds to the $11.6 
million budget.

About Addison Airport    

Addison Airport features an FAA control tower, 24-hour U.S. Customs service, a 7,200-foot runway and some of 
the nation’s leading 24-hour FBos. home to over 700 aircraft, ranging from privately owned Boeing 737’s to 
piper Cubs, the airport’s proximity to the Dallas North tollway provides easy access to business centers throughout 
North texas.

to follow events at Addison Airport, subscribe via rSS to the airport blog at www.addisonairport.net or on twitter 
@addisonairport.◆

“Addison is constantly vigilant when 
it comes to safety—safety for our 
pilots, for our tenants and for the 
general public.”
    

  Mayor Todd Meier 
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hiLL CountrY fLYing
KErrviLLE MuniCiPaL airPort/LouiS SChrEinEr 

fiELd WinS 2011 airPort of thE YEar

traveling north on highway 16 into Kerrville, it’s easy to be mesmerized by one of the most scenic drives in 
texas. the steep descents and hairpin turns that wind through the heart of the hill Country make Kerrville 
an attractive destination for industries, campers, retirees and recreational aviators.

Nestled on the southwest edge of Kerrville is the recently reconstructed Kerrville Municipal Airport/louis Schreiner 
Field (Kerv). longtime Kerrville resident Bruce McKenzie has served as the airport’s director since 2007 and 
recognizes the role of general aviation to this popular texas town.

“this airport is the gateway to our community,” explained McKenzie. “We have tourists, hunters, a 737 that flies 
in kids for a huge summer camp, as well as other industries that fly-in and use our facility. our recent improvements 
give Kerrville the opportunity to flourish.” 

the improvements McKenzie noted was an ambitious two-phase drainage/taxiway project completed in 2011. 
the airport also added a terminal building in 2007 which features a hill Country motif. the 5,000-square-foot 
building has a spacious appeal, as well as a pilot flight planning area and pilot lounge. the airport recently 
installed runway end identifier lights on runway 12/30. the Kerrville Airport is 95 percent complete with updating 
their Master plan. garver USA is the consulting firm performing the update. 

Airport director Bruce McKenzie stands beside the historic sign welcoming visitors to Louis Schreiner Field.
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“Before the reconstruction, when major rainfall hit the 
area, we would have drainage issues,” said McKenzie 
while motioning to the nearby guadalupe river. 
“During the project, we moved over 400,000 cubic 
yards of material—essentially building a mountain on 
one end of the property. i’m most proud of the fact 
that despite having one of our two runways closed, 
we never missed an approach.” 

McKenzie credits the txDot Aviation Division with 
their guidance before and during the project. he is 
also quick to point out that their airport board’s “only 
agenda is to make this airport the best that it can be 
for the community.”

With this wide-ranging support, the Kerrville 
Municipal Airport never missed a beat during the 
project, and McKenzie’s leadership was recognized 
when the airport won the 2011 general Aviation 
Airport of the year award from txDot Aviation. 

“i was elated because there are over 290 general 
aviation airports in texas,” said McKenzie. “And to 
be singled out as the best is a tremendous honor. this 
is the greatest job in texas right here.”

For more information on Kerrville Municipal Airport/
louis Schreiner Field, visit their Web site at http://
www.kerrvilleairport.com/index.html.◆

airPort at a gLanCE
the airport currently has 182 based aircraft and 
averages 60,000 operations per year. the airport 
has two runways — runway 03/21 is 3,600 feet 
in length and runway 12/30 is 6,000 feet in 
length. the airport consists of approximately 528 
acres and is surrounded by 6.5 miles of fence. 

the following businesses are currently located at 
Kerrville Municipal Airport/louis Schreiner Field:

•	 Kerrville	Aviation	—	occupies	five	
buildings.

•	 Dugosh	Aircraft	Service	—	occupies	two	
buildings.

•	 Commercial	Aviation,	Inc.	—	occupies	
one “private/corporate” hangar.

•	 Apache	Springs	Aviation,	LLC	—	
occupies one “private/corporate” hangar.

•	 AirEvac	EMS,	Inc.	—	occupies	one	
building.

other facilities on airport property include two 
buildings adjacent to the airport on Airport loop 
and a new terminal building that was completed 
in 2007.

airPort hiStorY
the original airport, which is now occupied by an industrial park, was purchased by louis A. 
Schreiner in 1939 and donated to the city of Kerrville. the airport was named “louis Schreiner 
Field,” after its donor, and was approximately 111 acres. 

in 1942, the original airport property was traded for approximately 145 acres, and the airport was 
moved to its present site — six miles east of downtown Kerrville on texas State highway 27. louis 
A. Schreiner, hal peterson and Charlie peterson donated money for improvements to the new 
airport. throughout WW ii, the airport remained in civilian control but served as a base for military 
flight training. From 1945 to 1949, the fixed base operator (“FBo”) maintained a Civil Aeronautics 
Administration-approved flight-training school and provided a full range of services including 
repair, maintenance and charter flights. 

in 1948, the city of Kerrville acquired a surplus hangar from laughlin Air Force Base when the base 
was temporarily closed. in 1953, Mooney Airplane Company moved from Wichita, Kansas, to 
Kerrville into the surplus hangars on louis Schreiner Field. in 1957, Mooney Airplane Company 
expanded to include the Kerrville Flying Service tract, and Kerrville Aviation and Dugosh Aircraft 
Service were established across the field in the current ramp area.
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PiLot CouPLE SharES MESSagE of 
hoPE, PErSiStEnCE 

by rick Davenport,
texas transportation institute

Both were FA-18 fighter pilots whose careers began with the love of flying, thanks in part to fathers who 
had military aviation experience. But how Scott and Courtney gallagher’s dreams became a reality is 
amazingly different.

Scott and Courtney met and married while naval officers. they are now txDot employees after a combined 
30 years of military service — including deployments, combat tours and squadron commands — and recently 
shared that flying experience with a group of Central texas middle school students. As a result of their 
assembly presentation for Constitution Day, sponsored by the Daughters of the American revolution, the 
gallaghers think that some of those students may have caught the same bug they did years earlier. 

Coincidently, Courtney was the same age as those la grange 6th and 7th graders when she made a life-
changing decision. She decided to be a fighter pilot.

“everything i did from that point in my life was geared toward that goal,” she said. “i knew i had to make 
good grades, especially in math. i couldn’t get into trouble. everything i did was in that pursuit.”

Courtney became her high school valedictorian and went to college on a rotC scholarship. her dream was 
achieved through sheer determination.

her husband began his career a little differently.

Scott had completed just two years of college when he had to leave school due to finances. he was working 
odd jobs when he spotted a want-ad for a job that would fit his schedule. turns out, the person answering the 
number he dialed was a U.S. Navy recruiter.

“After an in-person visit and taking a preliminary entrance test, i did not think much about it,” he recalls of 
the fateful 1986 event. “But when he called later to say i scored high enough for the Naval Aviation Cadet 
program, my 21-year career began — after i got a lot of hair cut off.”

Whether from a twist of fate or years of resolve, Scott and Courtney found themselves driving to la grange 
with the hope of sharing a similar message of achieving dreams: Don’t give up. try your hardest. you can 
achieve more than you think you can. And perhaps most importantly, don’t be afraid to ask for help.

“We were not on a Navy recruitment visit,” Scott said of their participation. “We really wanted to share the 
broader message of ‘living up to your potential.’”

the gallaghers’ presentation included a video, photographs and some stories, but what seemed to ignite a 
fire of enthusiasm was the aviator gear — flight suits, harnesses, jackets and helmets. When the pilot couple 
asked for volunteers to try on the stuff, every hand was raised to the ceiling.

“i think most girls don’t realize what’s available to them,” Courtney said. “they might think being a pilot is a 
boy’s job. But when they see another girl who has been one, they realize they might be able to become one 
as well.”
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Courtney said she drove away from the school realizing that she made an impact on somebody.

A teacher at the school told the gallaghers that their presentation was a big hit among the students, especially 
for a shy girl in the audience. the teacher said she could see the eyes of the young girl light up, especially 
when they were talking about not being afraid to ask for help.

“Asking for help doesn’t mean you are weak. it means you’re strong,” Courtney said. “Sometimes, achieving 
your goals requires some guidance.”

As good as the presentation might have been for the kids, Scott and Courtney may have gotten the most out 
of it.

they drove home thinking, “i hope we get to do this again.”

Editor’s	Note: Scott gallagher recently left the Aviation Division to begin a new career with tac Air, based 
in patuxent river, Maryland. in his new position, Scott will be serving as a consultant for the F/A-18 
community and a pilot for the air services arm of his new company, tactical Air Support, inc. We wish him 
and his family the best of luck!◆

Scott and Courtney Gallagher are flanked by future aviators at LaGrange Middle School.
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2012 Texas Aviation Conference
Make plans to attend the 30th Annual Texas Aviation Conference. To be held on March 
28, 29 and 30, 2012, at the Moody Gardens Hotel in Galveston, Texas.

Be sure to check out our Web site at www.txdot.gov for up-to-date events and when 
registration will begin….

Social activities will include our annual golf tournament at the Moody Gardens Golf 
Course, Fishing Tournament sponsored by Garver Engineers, Third Annual Alton Young 
Memorial Motorcycle Ride sponsored by C.T. Brannon Corporation, our annual awards 
banquet and a special evening reception sponsored by Rodriguez Engineering. As 
always, we are working to make this conference better than ever!


