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SOUTHSIDE SCHOOL 
 
   DURING THE FIRST HALF OF THE 20TH CENTURY, SAN MARCOS, LIKE MOST 

COMMUNITIES ACROSS THE UNITED STATES, SEGREGATED ITS SCHOOL 

FACILITIES. MEXICAN-AMERICAN CHILDREN WERE FIRST TAUGHT IN A SCHOOL 

BUILDING PREVIOUSLY USED BY THE COMMUNITY’S AFRICAN-AMERICAN 

STUDENTS IN 1901. DURING THE NEXT THIRTY YEARS, STUDENTS WERE 

EDUCATED IN SEVERAL STRUCTURES AROUND SAN MARCOS.  

  IN THE SUMMER OF 1948, THE CITY APPROVED A BOND THAT WOULD BUILD A 

NEW FACILITY FOR MEXICAN-AMERICAN CHILDREN. THAT SAME SUMMER, 

MEMBERS OF THE MEXICAN-AMERICAN COMMUNITY PETITIONED THE BOARD OF 

TRUSTEES TO INTEGRATE PUBLIC SCHOOLS, BELIEVING THE NEW SCHOOL 

BUILDING WOULD PERPETUATE SEGREGATION. IN SPITE OF THIS PROTEST, 

SOUTHSIDE SCHOOL WAS COMPLETED IN 1949. DESIGNED BY HARVEY P. SMITH 

OF SAN ANTONIO, AND BUILT BY J.M. ODOM CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, THE 

SCHOOL WAS BUILT OF VERTICAL CELL CLAY TILE WITH A STUCCO-LIKE 

APPEARANCE.  

  THE SEVEN-CLASSROOM SCHOOL NOT ONLY EDUCATED STUDENTS, IT 

EVENTUALLY HOUSED PROGRAMS DESIGNED TO PROVIDE ALL CHILDREN WITH 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SUCCESS REGARDLESS OF THEIR HERITAGE, ECONOMIC 

STATUS, HOME LANGUAGE, OR DISABILITY. THE SCHOOL ALSO PROVIDED 

ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES AT NIGHT, INCLUDING AN ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

COURSE. IN 1965, THE SCHOOL’S NAME WAS CHANGED TO BONHAM. THE 

FOLLOWING YEAR, IT BECAME ONE OF THE FIRST SCHOOLS IN TEXAS TO OFFER 

A BILINGUAL EDUCATION PROGRAM FOR STUDENTS, REGARDLESS OF RACE. IN 

THE 1980s, BONHAM SCHOOL BEGAN TO EDUCATE EXCLUSIVELY FOR PRE-

SCHOOL AGED CHILDREN AND ADOPTED A PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN WITH 

DISABILITIES IN THE 1990s. SINCE 2009, THE BUILDING HAS HOUSED THE 

CENTRO CULTURAL HISPANO DE SAN MARCOS COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION.  
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RECORDED TEXAS HISTORIC LANDMARK MARKERS: 
2011 Official Texas Historical Marker 

Sponsorship Application Form 
Valid September 1, 2010 to November 15, 2010 only 

 
This form constitutes a public request for the Texas Historical Commission (THC) to consider 
approval of an Official Texas Historical Marker for the topic noted in this application. The THC 
will review the request and make its determination based on rules and procedures of the program. 
Filing of the application for sponsorship is for the purpose of providing basic information to be 
used in the evaluation process. The final determination of eligibility and therefore approval for a 
state marker will be made by the THC. This form is to be used for Recorded Texas Historic 
Landmark (building marker) requests only. Please see separate forms for either Historic Texas 
Cemeteries or subject markers. 
 
Proposed marker topic (official title will be determined by the THC): Southside School 
 
County: Hays 
 
Town (nearest county town on current state highway map): San Marcos 
 
Street address of marker site or directions from town noted above: 211 West Lee Street 
 
Marker Coordinates: 
If you know the location coordinates of the proposed marker site, enter them in one of the 
formats below: 
UTM Zone       Easting       Northing       
Lat:      Long:      (deg, min, sec or decimal degrees)  
 
Otherwise, give a precise verbal description here (e.g. northwest corner of 3rd and Elm, or FM 
1411, 2.6 miles east of McWhorter Creek): Northwest corner of Lee and LBJ Streets 
 
NOTE: Recorded Texas Historic Landmark markers must be placed at the structure being 
marked. 
 
Recorded Texas Historic Landmark markers definition: Recorded Texas Historic Landmark 
(RTHL) markers are awarded to structures deemed worthy of preservation for their historical 
associations and architectural significance. RTHL is a legal designation and comes with a 
measure of protection; it is the highest honor the state can bestow on a historic structure, and the 
designation is required for this type of marker. The RTHL designation becomes effective upon 
approval by the THC. Official Texas Historical Markers signify the RTHL designation, which 
comes only through application to and approval by the THC and must include public display of 
an Official Texas Historical Marker. Owners of RTHL-designated structures must give the THC 
60 days written notice before any alterations are made to the exterior of the structure. RTHL 
status is a permanent designation and is not to be removed from the property in the event of a 
transfer of ownership. Only the THC can remove the designation or recall the marker. The marker 
must remain with the structure and may not be removed or displayed elsewhere until or unless the 
THC gives express approval in writing for such action. Once designated as RTHL, properties are 
subject to provisions of Texas Government Code, Section 442.006(f).
Criteria: 



 

1. Age: Structures eligible for the RTHL designation and marker must be at least 50 years old. 
2. Historical significance: Architectural significance alone is not enough to qualify a structure 

for the RTHL designation. It must have an equally significant historical association, and that 
association can come from an event that occurred at the site; through individuals who owned 
or lived on the property; or, in the case of bridges, industrial plants, schoolhouses and other 
non-residential properties, through documented significance to the larger community. 

3. Architectural significance: Structures deemed architecturally significant are outstanding 
examples of architectural history through design, materials, structural type or construction 
methods. In all cases, eligible architectural properties must display integrity; that is, the 
structure should be in a good state of repair, maintain its appearance from its period of 
significance and be considered an exemplary model of preservation. Architectural 
significance is often best determined by the relevance of the property to broader contexts, 
including geography. Any changes over the years should be compatible with original design 
and reflect compliance with accepted preservation practices, e.g., the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. 

4. Good state of repair: Structures not considered by the THC to be in a good state of repair 
are ineligible for RTHL designation. The THC reserves the sole right to make that 
determination relative to eligibility for RTHL markers. 

 
Special National Register considerations for RTHL marker applications: If a structure has 
been individually listed in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under either Criterion 
A or B and Criterion C (Architecture), the historical text compiled as part of the National 
Register nomination process may be submitted as part of the marker process, provided it includes 
the required reference notes and other documentation. Acceptance of the National Register 
information for the purposes of the marker process will be up to the sole determination of the 
THC. Listing in the NRHP does not guarantee approval for an RTHL marker. See the THC web 
site at http://www.thc.state.tx.us/markerdesigs/madnrcrit.html for National Register criteria. 

 Check this box if the property is individually listed in the NRHP. 
 
APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 
Any individual, group or county historical commission (CHC) may apply to the THC to request 
an Official Texas Historical Marker for what it deems a worthy topic. Only complete marker 
applications that contain all the required elements and are submitted online as required can be 
accepted or processed by the THC (for RTHL markers, the required elements are: sponsorship 
application form; narrative history; documentation; legal description of the property; site plan; 
floorplan; historic photograph; and current photographs clearly showing each side of the 
structure—please resize photographs to 1-2 MB, or approximately 1024 x 768 pixels). 

• Completed applications must be duly reviewed, verified and approved by the county 
historical commission (CHC) in the county in which the marker will be placed. 

• The sponsorship application form, narrative history and documentation must be 
submitted as Microsoft Word or Word-compatible documents and sent via email 
attachments to the THC by no later than November 15, 2010. 

• Required font style and type size are a Times variant and 12-point. 
• Narrative histories must be typed in a double-spaced (or 1.5-spaced) format and include 

separate sections on context, overview, significance and documentation. 
• The narrative history must include documentation in the form of reference notes, which 

can be either footnotes or endnotes. Documentation associated with applications should 
be broad-based and demonstrate a survey of all available resources, both primary and 
secondary. 

http://www.thc.state.tx.us/markerdesigs/madnrcrit.html


 

• Upon notification of the successful preliminary review of required elements by the THC, 
a non-refundable application fee of $100 is required. The fee shall be submitted to the 
THC within ten working days of application receipt notification. 

 
APPROVAL BY COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
The duly appointed marker representative (chair or marker chair) noted below for the county 
historical commission will be the sole contact with the THC for this marker application. To 
ensure accuracy, consistency and efficiency, all information from and to the THC relative to the 
application—and throughout the review and production processes—will be via direct 
communication with the CHC representative. All other inquiries (calls, emails, letters) to the THC 
will be referred to the CHC representative for response. By filling out the information below and 
filing the application with the THC, the CHC representative is providing the THC with notice that 
the application and documentation have been reviewed and verified by the CHC and that the 
material meets all current requirements of the Official Texas Historical Marker program. 
 
As chair or duly appointed marker chair, I certify the following: 

 Representatives of the CHC have met or talked with the potential marker sponsor and 
discussed the marker program policies as outlined on the THC web site. CHC members 
have reviewed the history and documentation for accuracy and made corrections or notes 
as necessary. It is the determination of the CHC that the topic, history and documentation 
meet criteria for eligibility. 

 
CHC comments or concerns about this application, if any:       

Name of CHC contact (chair or marker chair): Betty Harrison 

Mailing address:108 Jay Jay Cove   City, Zip: Kyle 78640 

Daytime phone (with area code):512-393-9580   Email address (required): 

betty.harrison@earthlink.net 

 
PERMISSION OF PROPERTY OWNER FOR MARKER PLACEMENT 
 
Property owner: San Marcos Consolidated Independent School District 
 
Address:P. O. Box 1087  City, state, zip:San Marcos, TX 78667   
 
Phone:512-393-6700   Email address:       
 
Legal Description of the property (metes and bounds, lot and block, etc.):       
 
Upon receipt of the application, the THC will provide the owner with a letter that outlines the 
legal responsibility of ownership under the Recorded Texas Historic Landmark statute. The letter 
must be signed by the owner and returned to the THC before the evaluation can be completed. 
 
NOTE: The property owner will not receive any additional copies of correspondence from the 
THC. All other correspondence—notice of receipt, request for additional information, payment 
notice, inscription, shipping notice, etc.—will be sent via email to the CHC representative, who is 
encouraged to share the information with all interested parties as necessary. Given the large 
volume of applications processed annually and the need for centralized communication, all 



 

inquiries about applications in process will be referred to the CHC for response. The CHC is the 
sole liaison to the THC on all marker application matters. 
 
 
SPONSORSHIP PAYMENT INFORMATION 
Prospective sponsors please note the following: 

• Payment must be received in full within 45 days of the official approval notice and must 
be accompanied by the THC payment form. The THC is unable to process partial 
payments or to delay payment due to processing procedures of the sponsor. Applications 
not paid in the time frame required may, at the sole discretion of the THC, be cancelled 
or postponed. 

• Payment does not constitute ownership of a marker; Recorded Texas Historic Landmark 
markers and other Official Texas Historical Markers are the property of the State of 
Texas. 

• If, at any time during the marker process, sponsorship is withdrawn, a refund can be 
processed, but the THC will retain the application fee of $100. 

• The Official Texas Historical Marker Program provides no means of recognizing 
sponsors or property owners through marker text, incising or supplemental plaques. 

 
Marker sponsor (may be individual or organization): Hays County Historical Commission 
 
Contact person (if applicable):       
 
Mailing address:       City, zip:       
 
Email address (required):        Phone:       
 
SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS 
In order to facilitate delivery of the marker, residence addresses, post office box numbers and 
rural route numbers are not permitted. To avoid additional shipping charges or delays, use a 
business street address (open 8 a.m.—5 p.m., Monday through Friday). 
 
Name: Ofelia Vasquez-Philo 
 
Street address:211 W. Lee St.  City, zip: San Marcos 78666 
 
Daytime phone (required): 512-396-2180 512-787-8678 Email (required): 
ofeliaphilo@centurytel.net 
 
TYPE AND SIZE OF RECORDED TEXAS HISTORIC LANDMARK MARKERS 
As part of its review process, the THC will determine the appropriate size marker and provide 
options, if any, for the approved topic based on its own review criteria, including, but not 
exclusive of, historical significance, replication of information in other THC markers, relevance 
to the Statewide Preservation Plan and the amount of available documented information provided 
in the application narrative. In making its determination, however, the THC will also take into 
account the preference of the CHC, as noted below. 
 
The sponsor/CHC prefers the following size marker: 

 27” x 42” RTHL marker with post ($1500) 
 27” X 42” RTHL marker without post* ($1500) 



 

 18” x 28” RTHL marker with post ($1000) 
 18” x 28” RTHL marker without post* ($1000) 
 RTHL medallion and 16” x 12” plaque with post ($750) 
 RTHL medallion and 16” x 12” plaque without post* ($750) 

 
*For an RTHL marker without post, indicate to what surface material it will be mounted: 

 wood 
 masonry 
 metal 
 other (specify)       

 
SUBMITTING THE APPLICATION (via email required) 
When the CHC has determined the application is complete, the history has been verified and the 
topic meets the requirements of the Official Texas Historical Marker Program, the materials 
should be forwarded to the THC via email at the following address: 
markerapplication@thc.state.tx.us. 
 
 The CHC or marker chair should send an email containing the following attachments (see 

attachment function under file menu or toolbox on your computer): 
▫ This application form 
▫ The narrative history (including documentation) 
▫ Legal description of the property 
▫ Detailed floor plan for each floor of the structure 
▫ Detailed site plan of the property 
▫ At least one historic photograph 
▫ Current photographs clearly showing each side of the structure 

 
RECORDS RETENTION BY CHC: The CHC must retain hard copies of the application as 
well as an online version, at least for the duration of the marker process. The THC is not 
responsible for lost applications, for incomplete applications or for applications not properly filed 
according to the program requirements. For additional information about any aspect of the 
Official Texas Historical Marker Program, see the Markers page on the THC web site 
(http://www.thc.state.tx.us/markerdesigs/madmark.html) 
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Southside School 

Context 

From the beginning of the 20th century, school officials in San Marcos recognized the need for a 

school for Mexican American children, who were not allowed to enroll in the city schools at the time. The 

first "Mexican School" opened in 1901 in a building that formerly housed the "Colored School."i In 1908, 

the Southside School in San Marcos was located at the corner of Valley and Herndon Streets and housed 

forty-one Mexican American students in grades one through six.ii In 1912, a group of Hispanic citizens 

requested that the city water system provide service to the school, which had no running water, but in 

1915, the school board was still studying the problem. In 1925 a new school was built for Hispanic 

children, but it still lacked running water. The building was described as having "four large classrooms: 

and that it "is comfortable and adequate for present needs."iii By 1928, the school occupied a wooden 

frame building along with two houses on the block of land bordered by what today is Lee, LBJ, Grove, 

and McKie Streets.  

       School students to that of Campus School students in the San Marcos Independent School 

District. Noting the "very unsatisfactory attendance" at the exclusively Mexican American Southside 

School, Parada conducted interviews with 40 families with children enrolled in Southside School. She 

also compared the enrollment in each grade level for the two schools studied (Southside and Campus) for 

the two years that records were available (1939 and 1943). Survey results showed that 98% of the 

children in the study were American born, while less than 40% of the parents were born in the United 

States. None of the parents surveyed had finished high school; only 3 (of 80) had gone to school past the 

seventh grade. During both of the years studied, first grade enrollment at Southside School was much 

greater than that of Campus School (1939: 132 at Southside; 70 at Campus; 1943: 196 at Southside; 80 at 

Campus), but 5th grade enrollment was the opposite (1939: 29 at Southside; 73 at Campus; 1943: 32 at 

Southside; 57 at Campus). The enrollment at Campus School was consistent from grade to grade, but the 



enrollment at Southside declined dramatically each year, particularly after second grade. Parada faulted 

parents as "neglectful" in sending their children to school, noting that most families sent their children to 

school to learn English and once they had learned enough to communicate, the students were allowed to 

quit school.iv  

In 1947, the enrollment in September at Southside School was 113 but would increase to 603 

once the migrant workers returned by January. All of the children spoke Spanish; none of the 13 teachers 

spoke Spanish at school. Because of the large enrollment, three of the grades had a half-day schedule. By 

1948, there were 16 teachers--fourteen housed in the wooden building. A tiny room had been added to the 

back of one of houses to serve as a kindergarten classroom. Once all of the students had returned to 

school, there were often not enough books, desks, materials, and supplies. Additional teachers were hired 

for part of the year, making it necessary to put more than one teacher in a classroom.v 

Overview 

 In June of 1948, San Marcos voters approved a $375,000 bond for building and repairing schools 

and a bid for $109,986 was awarded to J. M. Odom Construction Co. to build a new Southside School on 

property adjoining the existing school purchased for $2500.vi Harvey P. Smith of San Antonio designed 

the building, which was to be built of vertical cell clay tile with a "spatter dash cement" exterior finish, 

giving it the appearance of a stucco building. It would have seven classrooms, a health unit, offices for the 

principal and teachers, and modern and adequate sanitary facilities. Plans called for the building to be 311 

feet by 58 feet, with asphalt tile flooring and a composition roof. Because Odom's original bid on the 

project was more than $162,000, an auditorium proposed for the project was eliminated and an outdoor 

stage added instead.vii  

Also during the summer of 1948, members of the Mexican American community had petitioned 

the Board of Trustees to end segregation in San Marcos schools.viii The group opposed the construction of 

the new building on the site of the existing Southside School, citing concerns that the new building would 



perpetuate the segregation that they believed existed in the San Marcos schools. A petition with 114 

signatures was presented to the Board of Trustees, stating 

"We have been very much dissatisfied with the operation of the Southside School; both because it has 
been, in our estimation, an inferior school; and, more particularly because it has been a segregated school 
for Mexican children. In a respectful spirit of cooperation we protest those conditions and urge you to do 
everything possible to remedy the situation. . .Whatever is done about the construction of classrooms or 
school buildings, the practice of segregating children of Mexican descent [must] be stopped forthwith, 
whether it be at the present Southside School or at any new buildings."ix 

Superintendent Fred Kaderli's response was that segregation must not be practiced and that "San Marcos 

must give the people in the Southside area as good a school as possible, with good teachers, good 

equipment, and good facilities."x 

 At the same meeting of the San Marcos district's Board of Trustees in July of 1948, Petra Nicola 

was hired to be a teacher at the Southside School.xi One of very few Hispanic teachers in the district (at 

times the only one), Ms. Nicola did a study of Southside students and their families for her master's thesis 

at Southwest Texas State. Her study, conducted in 1950, surveyed 75 families--a total of 459 people, 

including 370 children--who resided in San Marcos but migrated to other parts of the state or nation for at 

least part of the year. She found that only 2/3 of the children attended school during the time their families 

migrated and noted that "most Mexican children do not go to school after age 16" because migrating has 

caused them not to be able to keep up in school, resulting in their being old for the grade and self-

conscious about their age. Once they are old enough to work to help their families, they choose work over 

school.xii 

Finished in April, 1949, the new building (for which the Registered Texas Historical Landmark 

designation is requested) was first used by students after the Easter recess that year.xiii An outdoor stage 

was constructed for special programs, along with an outdoor slab for physical education. Because many 

students came from homes without running water, both boys' and girls' restrooms contained showers for 

students to use. Use was limited, however, because the school board declined to provide towels. There 

was no cafeteria; students either brought their lunches or went home to eat.xiv 



 Although it was classified as a "white" school during the era of school segregation, most of the 

students at Southside School were Hispanic and spoke only Spanish. The school was sometimes referred 

to as the "Latin American School." Students who completed the sixth grade at Southside were then sent to 

the Campus School, housed on the Southwest Texas State Teacher's College campus. If the teacher felt 

that a student was progressing at an accelerated rate, parents were given the opportunity to send the child 

to the Campus School early or to be "double promoted" at Southside. Because many of the children's 

homes were near the school, parents were frequent visitors to the school. Report cards were not sent home 

with the children but were delivered to the homes by the teachers. In 1953, English classes for Spanish-

speaking adults were offered in the evening at Southside.xv 

 Although it is unclear when sixth grade was moved from Southside, the school housed grades one 

through five until 1954. At that time, grades four and five were moved to Campus Elementary School. In 

1960, there were six teachers at Southside for grades one through three. In 1964, major problems were 

noted in the building, prompting the district to decide that the building should be demolished. The Board 

of Trustees considered a new site but decided against building a new building for Southside. In 1965, a 

Board member suggested that the name of the school should be more like the other elementary schools in 

the district, which were all named for Texas heroes. At the September Board meeting that year, the names 

James Bonham and Dickerson (?) were proposed; Bonham was chosen because it would be easier to 

write. The name change was effective immediately.xvi 

 In 1966, a bilingual education program was begun with the students at Bonham, one of only two 

in the state of Texas. Adult education program for migrant parents of the students were held at night on 

the campus. The next year, a Title I pre-school program was held during the summer at Bonham School. 

At the March 1968 meeting of the Board of Trustees, a Board member questioned the fact that only 

Spanish-speaking children attended Bonham and proposed another use for the building. It was decided to 

send grades two and three from Bonham to other elementary schools and locate all pre-school and 

kindergarten programs to Bonham. A full day kindergarten program began at Bonham in 1970, with a 



plan to implement ethnic grouping on a 50-50 basis and class placement based on achievement level. A 

bilingual class was available to students on a voluntary basis, with ethnic background not a consideration 

for admission. Transportation was provided, and lunches prepared on another campus were served family 

style.xvii 

 In May 1972, the district held discussions about placing a bus garage on the Bonham school 

property or selling the property but no action was taken at that time. In 1977, the kindergarten program 

was moved from Bonham to Crockett Elementary when the district reorganized all school configurations. 

From 1977 to 1985, the Bonham building housed administrative offices. In 1985, Bonham re-opened as a 

school to serve young children in the newly-mandated Early Childhood program for economically 

disadvantaged students. The Preschool Program for Children with Disabilities was added in the early 

1990s but was later moved to other campuses to accommodate inclusion of students with disabilities in 

regular education classrooms. In 1993, district administrative offices were relocated to make space in the 

portable buildings available for the rapidly growing pre-school program. A collaboration with Head Start 

and the Southwest Texas State University Child Development Center further expanded the programs at 

Bonham.xviii 

Bonham School continued to house programs for pre-school aged children until 2009. 

Since that time, the building has housed the Centro Cultural Hispano de San Marcos, founded by 

Ofelia Vasquez-Philo to serve as a community beacon for the preservation, development, 

promotion and celebration of the Hispanic arts, culture, heritage and values.  

Significance 

 The Southside School building is significant in the history of San Marcos public education for 

many reasons. Although it was built to provide classrooms for Mexican American children in a 

segregated setting, it eventually housed programs that were innovative and inclusive, designed to provide 

all children with opportunities for success regardless of their heritage, economic status, home language, or 



disability. Although the interior of the building has undergone changes, the exterior remains essentially 

the same as when it was constructed in 1949. 

                                                           
i Davis, p. 26 
ii Haule & Paratore, p. 1 
iii Davis, p. 26-27 
iv Parada, p. 1, 13, 34 
v Haule, p.1 
vivi Haule, p. 2 
viiSan Marcos Record, July 2, 1948, p. 1. 
viii Davis, p 56. 
ixSan Marcos Record, July 9, 1948, p. 1. 
xSan Marcos Record, July 9, 1948, p. 1. 
xiSan Marcos Record, July 9, 1948, p. 1. 
xii Nicola, p. 30, 41. 
xiii San Marcos Record, April 15, 1949, p. 1. 
xiv Haule, p. 4 
xv Haule, p. 4-5 
xvi Haule, p. 5-6 
xvii Haule, p. 6-8 
xviii Haule, p. 11-15. 
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