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  CHARLES (CARL) WEYRICH BOUGHT THIS 

LOT IN 1877, SHORTLY AFTER RELOCATING 

FROM GILLESPIE COUNTY. WEYRICH 

ESTABLISHED HIMSELF AS A TINSMITH AND 

MARRIED SOPHIA BEYER IN 1878, 
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RESIDENCE, AN OFFICE AND AN ART 

STUDIO. THE RECTANGULAR-PLAN 

VERNACULAR RUBBLE LIMESTONE 

BUILDING IS ONE OF THE OLDEST 

COMMERCIAL STRUCTURES IN BOERNE. IT 

FEATURES A STONE PARAPET AND PAIRED 

DOUBLE DOORS WITH RAISED, HOOD-

SHAPED STONE LINTELS AND KEYSTONES 

ON THE PRIMARY FAÇADE.  
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RECORDED TEXAS HISTORIC LANDMARK MARKERS: 
2010 Official Texas Historical Marker 

Sponsorship Application Form 
Valid September 1, 2009 to November 30, 2009 only 

 
This form constitutes a public request for the Texas Historical Commission (THC) to consider 
approval of an Official Texas Historical Marker for the topic noted in this application. The THC 
will review the request and make its determination based on rules and procedures of the program. 
Filing of the application for sponsorship is for the purpose of providing basic information to be 
used in the evaluation process. The final determination of eligibility and therefore approval for a 
state marker will be made by the THC. This form is to be used for Recorded Texas Historic 
Landmark (building marker) requests only. Please see separate forms for either Historic Texas 
Cemeteries or subject markers. 
 
Proposed marker topic (official title will be determined by the THC): Weyrich Building 
 
County: Kendall 
 
Town (nearest county town on current state highway map): Boerne 
 
Street address of marker site or directions from town noted above: 714 South Main Street 
 
Marker Coordinates: 
If you know the location coordinates of the proposed marker site, enter them in one of the 
formats below: 
UTM Zone       Easting       Northing       
Lat: 29°47'13.14"N Long: 98°43'45.08"W(deg, min, sec or decimal degrees)  
 
Otherwise, give a precise verbal description here (e.g. northwest corner of 3rd and Elm, or FM 
1411, 2.6 miles east of McWhorter Creek):       
 
NOTE: Recorded Texas Historic Landmark markers must be placed at the structure being 
marked. 
 
Recorded Texas Historic Landmark markers definition: Recorded Texas Historic Landmark 
(RTHL) markers are awarded to structures deemed worthy of preservation for their historical 
associations and architectural significance. RTHL is a legal designation and comes with a 
measure of protection; it is the highest honor the state can bestow on a historic structure, and the 
designation is required for this type of marker. The RTHL designation becomes effective upon 
approval by the THC. Official Texas Historical Markers signify the RTHL designation, which 
comes only through application to and approval by the THC and must include public display of 
an Official Texas Historical Marker. Owners of RTHL-designated structures must give the THC 
60 days written notice before any alterations are made to the exterior of the structure. RTHL 
status is a permanent designation and is not to be removed from the property in the event of a 
transfer of ownership. Only the THC can remove the designation or recall the marker. The marker 
must remain with the structure and may not be removed or displayed elsewhere until or unless the 
THC gives express approval in writing for such action. Once designated as RTHL, properties are 
subject to provisions of Texas Government Code, Section 442.006(f).



 

Criteria: 
1. Age: Structures eligible for the RTHL designation and marker must be at least 50 years old. 
2. Historical significance: Architectural significance alone is not enough to qualify a structure 

for the RTHL designation. It must have an equally significant historical association, and that 
association can come from an event that occurred at the site; through individuals who owned 
or lived on the property; or, in the case of bridges, industrial plants, schoolhouses and other 
non-residential properties, through documented significance to the larger community. 

3. Architectural significance: Structures deemed architecturally significant are outstanding 
examples of architectural history through design, materials, structural type or construction 
methods. In all cases, eligible architectural properties must display integrity; that is, the 
structure should be in a good state of repair, maintain its appearance from its period of 
significance and be considered an exemplary model of preservation. Architectural 
significance is often best determined by the relevance of the property to broader contexts, 
including geography. Any changes over the years should be compatible with original design 
and reflect compliance with accepted preservation practices, e.g., the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. 

4. Good state of repair: Structures not considered by the THC to be in a good state of repair 
are ineligible for RTHL designation. The THC reserves the sole right to make that 
determination relative to eligibility for RTHL markers. 

 
Special National Register considerations for RTHL marker applications: If a structure has 
been individually listed in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under either Criterion 
A or B and Criterion C (Architecture), the historical text compiled as part of the National 
Register nomination process may be submitted as part of the marker process, provided it includes 
the required reference notes and other documentation. Acceptance of the National Register 
information for the purposes of the marker process will be up to the sole determination of the 
THC. Listing in the NRHP does not guarantee approval for an RTHL marker. See the THC web 
site at http://www.thc.state.tx.us/markerdesigs/madnrcrit.html for National Register criteria. 

 Check this box if the property is individually listed in the NRHP. 
 
APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 
Any individual, group or county historical commission (CHC) may apply to the THC to request 
an Official Texas Historical Marker for what it deems a worthy topic. Only complete marker 
applications that contain all the required elements and are submitted online as required can be 
accepted or processed by the THC (for RTHL markers, the required elements are: sponsorship 
application form; narrative history; documentation; legal description of the property; site plan; 
floorplan; historic photograph; and current photographs clearly showing each side of the 
structure—please resize photographs to 1-2 MB, or approximately 1024 x 768 pixels). 

• Completed applications must be duly reviewed, verified and approved by the county 
historical commission (CHC) in the county in which the marker will be placed. 

• The sponsorship application form, narrative history and documentation must be 
submitted as Microsoft Word or Word-compatible documents and sent via email 
attachments to the THC by no later than November 30, 2009. 

• Required font style and type size are a Times variant and 12-point. 
• Narrative histories must be typed in a double-spaced (or 1.5-spaced) format and include 

separate sections on context, overview, significance and documentation. 
• The narrative history must include documentation in the form of reference notes, which 

can be either footnotes or endnotes. Documentation associated with applications should 
be broad-based and demonstrate a survey of all available resources, both primary and 
secondary. 

http://www.thc.state.tx.us/markerdesigs/madnrcrit.html


 

• Upon notification of the successful preliminary review of required elements by the THC, 
a non-refundable application fee of $100 is required. The fee shall be submitted to the 
THC within ten working days of application receipt notification. 

 
APPROVAL BY COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
The duly appointed marker representative (chair or marker chair) noted below for the county 
historical commission will be the sole contact with the THC for this marker application. To 
ensure accuracy, consistency and efficiency, all information from and to the THC relative to the 
application—and throughout the review and production processes—will be via direct 
communication with the CHC representative. All other inquiries (calls, emails, letters) to the THC 
will be referred to the CHC representative for response. By filling out the information below and 
filing the application with the THC, the CHC representative is providing the THC with notice that 
the application and documentation have been reviewed and verified by the CHC and that the 
material meets all current requirements of the Official Texas Historical Marker program. 
 
As chair or duly appointed marker chair, I certify the following: 

 Representatives of the CHC have met or talked with the potential marker sponsor and 
discussed the marker program policies as outlined on the THC web site. CHC members 
have reviewed the history and documentation for accuracy and made corrections or notes 
as necessary. It is the determination of the CHC that the topic, history and documentation 
meet criteria for eligibility. 

 
CHC comments or concerns about this application, if any:       

Name of CHC contact (chair or marker chair): Theda Sueltenfuss (marker chair) 

Mailing address:128 Little Joshua Creek Road   City, Zip: Boerne, TX 78006 

Daytime phone (with area code):(830)537-4389   Email address (required): theda@gvtc.com 

 
PERMISSION OF PROPERTY OWNER FOR MARKER PLACEMENT 
 
Property owner: Colony Boerne Partners, Ltd. c/o Charles Cox 
 
Address:1082 Private Road 2137  City, state, zip:Giddings, TX 78942   
 
Phone:(979) 366-9394   Email address: chas@chascox.com 
 
Legal Description of the property (metes and bounds, lot and block, etc.): Town Lot 22, 
Original Survey 183, Kernaghan Addition.  
Today the property is described as follows:  
Tract 1: Beginning at a point in the east line of Lot Twenty-One of  Kernaghan Addition to the 
City of Boerne, Texas, located 208 feet South of the northeast corner of said Lot Twenty- One; 
said point being the Northwest corner of Lot Twenty-Two of said Kernaghan Addition; Thence 
south with the east line of said Lot Twenty One and the west line of said lot Twenty- Two a 
distance of 50 feet to a point; Thence west 10 feet to a 1/2 inch iron rod' Thence north 50 feet to a 
1/2 inch iron rod' Thence east 10 feet to a place of beginning and containing 500 square feet. 
Tract 2 is an easement through the church property running west to their parking lot and on to 
Hosack 
 



 

Upon receipt of the application, the THC will provide the owner with a letter that outlines the 
legal responsibility of ownership under the Recorded Texas Historic Landmark statute. The letter 
must be signed by the owner and returned to the THC before the evaluation can be completed. 
 
NOTE: The property owner will not receive any additional copies of correspondence from the 
THC. All other correspondence—notice of receipt, request for additional information, payment 
notice, inscription, shipping notice, etc.—will be sent via email to the CHC representative, who is 
encouraged to share the information with all interested parties as necessary. Given the large 
volume of applications processed annually and the need for centralized communication, all 
inquiries about applications in process will be referred to the CHC for response. The CHC is the 
sole liaison to the THC on all marker application matters. 
 
 
SPONSORSHIP PAYMENT INFORMATION 
Prospective sponsors please note the following: 

• Payment must be received in full within 45 days of the official approval notice and must 
be accompanied by the THC payment form. The THC is unable to process partial 
payments or to delay payment due to processing procedures of the sponsor. Applications 
not paid in the time frame required may, at the sole discretion of the THC, be cancelled 
or postponed. 

• Payment does not constitute ownership of a marker; Recorded Texas Historic Landmark 
markers and other Official Texas Historical Markers are the property of the State of 
Texas. 

• If, at any time during the marker process, sponsorship is withdrawn, a refund can be 
processed, but the THC will retain the application fee of $100. 

• The Official Texas Historical Marker Program provides no means of recognizing 
sponsors or property owners through marker text, incising or supplemental plaques. 

 
Marker sponsor (may be individual or organization): Charles Cox 
 
Contact person (if applicable): same 
 
Mailing address:1082 Private Road 2137  City, zip: Giddings, TX 78942 
 
Email address (required):chas@chascox.com   Phone: (979) 366-9394 
 
SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS 
In order to facilitate delivery of the marker, neither post office box numbers nor rural route 
numbers can be accepted. To avoid additional shipping charges or delays, use a business street 
address (open 8 a.m.—5 p.m., Monday through Friday). 
 
Name: Charles Cox 
 
Street address:1082 Private Road 2137  City, zip: Giddings, TX 78942 
 
Daytime phone (required): (979) 366-9394 Email (required): chas@chascox.com 
 
TYPE AND SIZE OF RECORDED TEXAS HISTORIC LANDMARK MARKERS 
As part of its review process, the THC will determine the appropriate size marker and provide 
options, if any, for the approved topic based on its own review criteria, including, but not 



 

exclusive of, historical significance, replication of information in other THC markers, relevance 
to the Statewide Preservation Plan and the amount of available documented information provided 
in the application narrative. In making its determination, however, the THC will also take into 
account the preference of the CHC, as noted below. 
 
The sponsor/CHC prefers the following size marker: 

 27” x 42” RTHL marker with post ($1500) 
 27” X 42” RTHL marker without post* ($1500) 
 18” x 28” RTHL marker with post ($1000) 
 18” x 28” RTHL marker without post* ($1000) 
 RTHL medallion and 16” x 12” plaque with post ($750) 
 RTHL medallion and 16” x 12” plaque without post* ($750) 

 
*For an RTHL marker without post, indicate to what surface material it will be mounted: 

 wood 
 masonry 
 metal 
 other (specify)       

 
SUBMITTING THE APPLICATION (via email required) 
When the CHC has determined the application is complete, the history has been verified and the 
topic meets the requirements of the Official Texas Historical Marker Program, the materials 
should be forwarded to the THC via email at the following address: 
markerapplication@thc.state.tx.us. 
 
 The CHC or marker chair should send an email containing the following attachments (see 

attachment function under file menu or toolbox on your computer): 
▫ This application form 
▫ The narrative history (including documentation) 
▫ Legal description of the property 
▫ Detailed floor plan for each floor of the structure 
▫ Detailed site plan of the property 
▫ At least one historic photograph 
▫ Current photographs clearly showing each side of the structure 

 
RECORDS RETENTION BY CHC: The CHC must retain hard copies of the application as 
well as an online version, at least for the duration of the marker process. The THC is not 
responsible for lost applications, for incomplete applications or for applications not properly filed 
according to the program requirements. For additional information about any aspect of the 
Official Texas Historical Marker Program, see the Markers page on the THC web site 
(http://www.thc.state.tx.us/markerdesigs/madmark.html) 
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THE WEYRICH BUILDING 
714 SOUTH MAIN STREET 

BOERNE, KENDALL COUNTY, TEXAS 
 

I.  CONTEXT  

 The Weyrich building is located at 714 South Main Street in Boerne, Texas.  The simple, 

one-story stone structure was built on land purchased by Charles (Carl) Weyrich in 1877 shortly 

after he moved to Boerne from his parent’s home in Gillespie County.  Boerne had been founded 

only twenty-six years earlier and was still a young community with about 200 residents when 

Charles Weyrich established his tinning business and built this structure soon after his marriage 

in 1878.  It was an isolated town with no rail connections and those traveling to Boerne had to 

endure long wagon trips over rough roads. Weyrich’s stone building was located on the town’s 

main street, a wide thoroughfare that crossed Cibolo Creek.  By the late 1880s, Boerne had 

gained popularity as a summer retreat, and in 1887, was connected to San Antonio and other 

communities by rail.  Businesses, including Weyrich’s, grew and prospered, and the town was 

transformed as new commercial and residential buildings were constructed to meet demands of 

the growing population.  Throughout this transformative period in Boerne’s history, the 

appearance and function of the Weyrich building remained virtually unchanged.  From the late 

1920s until early 1950s, it was owned and/or occupied by the same individuals who owned the 

adjoining Phillip Hotel. Today, the Weyrich building remains a tangible reminder of Boerne’s 

pre-railroad history and is the town’s only pre-1880 stone commercial structure.  It housed one of 

the first mercantile businesses in Boerne and was used for grocery/mercantile activities from at 

least the early 1880s until 1927.  It appears to be the oldest, intact structure of its type remaining 

in Boerne.  
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II. OVERVIEW 

The Weyrich Building: circa 1878-1883 

 The Weyrich building occupies the north one-half of town Lot 22, in the Kernaghan 

Addition.  The property was originally part of the John Small Survey #183, Section #3, which 

extended to Cibolo Creek.  The Small survey was subdivided many times, and in 1858, William 

Kernaghan acquired almost one thousand acres including the subject lot. Kernaghan was an 

Irish-born jeweler who lived in New Orleans and purchased land in Kendall County as an 

investment.1  

 William Kernaghan’s property was subdivided into town lots and acre lots and sold by 

his agent, J.G. O’Grady.  Though some lots were sold prior to Kernaghan’s death on April 11, 

1873, a large inventory remained and was disposed of at a series of sales held in 1874.  On April 

5, 1874, Lot 22 was acquired by a laundress, Mrs. Johanna Haefner (Heffner).2  

  Johanna Haefner did not develop Lot 22, and in October 1877, sold it to Charles (Carl) 

Weyrich for $40.  Weyrich was the son of Gillespie County gunsmith and locksmith Carl 

Weyrich.  The elder Weyrich immigrated to Texas from Germany in 1845 and settled in what 

later became Gillespie County.  He married Margarethe Heuser in 1847 and the couple had nine 

children. Their son, Charles, was born in 1855.3   

 Charles Weyrich became a tinner, and remained with his parents in Gillespie County until 

the mid- 1870s.  He was living in Kendall County by October 1877 when he purchased lot 22.  

Charles married Sophia Beyer on October 31, 1878, and their first child was born the following 

year.4   

 Three weeks before his marriage, Charles signed a $500 promissory note and posted lot 

22 as collateral.  He stated that he owned the lot free and clear and that it was “not claimed as 
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exempt by homestead exemptions.”  The purpose of the loan was not stated, but it is likely that 

Weyrich intended to build on his property. It is certain that the stone building was constructed 

between 1878 and June 1883 when Weyrich split the lot into north and south halves and sold the 

north half to Henry M. Smith for $1,100. Though it cannot be proven, it is assumed that Charles 

and Sophia Weyrich retained the south half of the lot for their home, while Charles continued his 

business at another location.  He was described in an 1887-88 publication as a “manufacturer of 

and dealer in stoves, hardware and tinware.” 5  

  [It should be noted that it is difficult to precisely date buildings in Boerne before about 

1900.  There are no city directories for Boerne and period newspapers are fragmentary. The 

newspaper archives are said to have burned many years ago and microfilm of the Boerne Star 

begins in the 1930s. In addition, the 1880 Products of Industry schedule for Kendall County, 

Texas, does not include Boerne, and no information can be gathered about local manufacturers 

including Charles Weyrich.]   

The Weyrich Building: circa 1883- 1896  

 Henry Smith, the new owner of the north half of lot 22, was a gunsmith, ranger and San 

Antonio City Marshall before becoming a farmer in his later life.  He apparently purchased 

Charles Weyrich’s building as an investment.  Before Smith died unexpectedly on June 8, 1885, 

he rented the property to Frederick L. Beissner for $9.00 a month. The inventory of Smith’s 

estate listed the north half of lot 22 “with improvements consisting of one large rock building.”  

The lot and improvements were valued at $900. Smith’s widow, Harriett, told the probate court 

that this was the “last lease made by my husband before his death.”6 

 The resolution of Henry Smith’s estate took several years, and the stone building was not 

sold until 1887 when it was acquired by Smith’s daughter and son-in-law, Lea and Ben Cravey.  
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It was immediately purchased by their tenant, Frederick L. Beissner, who had also acquired the 

south half of the lot from Charles Weyrich in May 1886 for $600. A sale at this price in Boerne 

at the time indicates the presence of improvements and it is likely that Beissner acquired the 

south part of the lot for his home.  Kendall County tax records for the 1880s corroborate the split 

of the lot and presence of improvements on both halves of the property.7  

 Year Lot  Value Land/personal property 
 1882 Lot 22  $500 $575 
 1883 Lot 22  $700 $700 
 1884 South ½ $200 $355 
 1887 North ½ $500 $1,286 
 1888 Lot 22  $1,200   
 
 Frederick Louis Beissner (1845-1887) was born in Germany and immigrated to Texas by 

the middle 1860s.  He worked in Galveston from 1866 until 1869 as a wholesale grocery and 

commission clerk before opening a store in Indianola with a partner, Louis Hartter.  Both men 

were enumerated on the 1870 Calhoun County census as grocers.  After the firm of Hartter and 

Beissner dissolved, Beissner continued the business on his own.  He married Bertha [Duerler] 

Preisig, step-daughter of another Indianola liquor dealer, J.W. Preisig, on January 11, 1871.8   

 The hurricane of 1875 devastated Indianola, damaging Frederick and Bertha Beissner’s 

home and destroying his store.  The couple moved to Victoria and then to Austin where Beissner 

operated a grocery store for about one year. By 1880, they were living in Boerne with their four 

children, Helena, Alma, Friedrich and Julia, and Frederick was operating a grocery store.9    

 Frederick Beissner opened his grocery store in the Weyrich building between 1883 and 

1885.  When he died in 1887, the inventory of his estate valued lot 22 at $1,600 and the “stock of 

merchandize (sic) in store in Boerne consisting of grocery stores” at $1,374. Beissner also owned 

one horse and twelve head of cattle.10   
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Boerne in the 1870s and 1880s 

 Boerne was still a small, relatively isolated Hill Country community in the late 1870s 

when Charles Weyrich constructed his stone building.  The town was laid out in 1852 by Gustav 

Theissen and John James and named for German writer, Ludwig Boerne.  By 1860 there were 

still only about ten houses.  When Kendall County was organized in 1862, Boerne became the 

county seat.  A wide thoroughfare (today’s Main Street) crossed the Cibolo Creek as it 

approached the center of town and early development was scattered both north and south of the 

creek on town lots and acre lots.  

 St. Peter’s Catholic Church, immediately south of the Weyrich property, was completed 

in 1868.   The property north of the stone building was occupied by the Boerne Schuetzenverein 

and the home/boarding house/hotel of Joseph and Minna Phillip.  The Phillips acquired the 

Schuetzenverein property in 1896 and expanded their hotel which today still adjoins the Weyrich 

property.11   

 When Charles Weyrich sold his building in 1883, Boerne still had fewer than 250 

residents.  By the 1880s, the town had gained a reputation as a summer retreat and recuperative 

center because of its elevation (1,500 feet) and proximity to flowing creeks and rivers.  Travel 

from the closest population center, San Antonio, required a seven hour stage trip, and it was not 

until the arrival of the railroad in 1887 that Boerne began to grow more rapidly. The majority of 

the town’s standing structures post-date the railroad’s arrival.12  

 Kendall County’s population nearly doubled to 2,800 between 1870 and 1880 and Boerne 

grew to about seven hundred residents by 1888.  William Kingsbury’s circa 1887-88 account of 

Boerne mentioned five dry goods stores, five grocery stores and two tin shops in addition to 

saddle and harness shops, a drug store and three blacksmith and wheelwright shops.  There were 
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three lawyers, two newspapers, three churches and a school. The Weyrich building housed one 

of the town’s five grocery stores.13  

The Weyrich Building: 1896-1951 

 Files in the Boerne Public Library indicate that the Beissner family operated a grocery 

store in the building until “about 1910.” Though Bertha Beissner sold the property to J.C. Dudley 

of Bexar County in June 1896, it is possible that the family continued to operate a store there.  

Kendall County deed records contain no record of filed leases which were likely handled in a 

less formal manner.   

 When J.C. Dudley died the year after acquiring the property, his estate included lot 22, 

valued at $1,000, and extensive holdings scattered throughout Texas, Arkansas, Florida, Iowa 

and Tennessee.  Miss Augusta Phillip, whose family operated the Phillip Hotel north of the 

Weyrich building, witnessed Dudley’s will shortly before he died and later attested to knowing 

him for “about ten months” before his death.14 

 C.J. Dudley’s heirs retained the property for about four years and conveyed it to S.W. 

Boynton.  In the following thirty-seven years, there were nine successive owners.15 

• S.W. Boynton (1901-02) 
• M.J. Hammond (1902-1904) 
• J.P. and Carrie Harkreader (1904-1909) 
• J.L. and Lizzie Porter (1909-1910) 
• E.L. and J.D. King (1910-1916) 
• John Frey (1916-1920) 
• William and Margarethe Schwartz (1920-1927) 
• Ethel H. James (1927-1936) 
• P.A. and Emma Jones (1936-1937) 
• James and Henrietta Bailey (1937-38)  
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 Lacking important primary and secondary source material, it is not known how the 

building was used for this entire thirty-seven year period, but it can be determined that grocery 

stores occupied the stone building for much of the time.   

 John Harkreader, a stock dealer and farmer, owned the property from 1904-1909.  The 

1906 Boerne business directory included a listing for “J.P. Harkreader, General Merchandise.”  

Long-time Boerne resident, Henry Fabra, stated that a store owned by Harkreader and 

Aschbacher [Ashbacker] operated here “for many years.” George Coryell, a local grocer, is said 

to have occupied the building “until 1915.”  Coryell, who never owned the property and 

apparently leased it, operated grocery stores at various locations in Boerne over a period of 

years.16  

 The stone building’s use as a grocery store continued under the ownership of William and 

Margaret Schwartz who owned the property from 1920 until 1927.  Their daughter, Crescentia 

Schwartz Pechacek, remembered “…Saturday was a big shopping day and everyone came from 

miles around with their wagons to buy oats and grain which were sold by the bushel among other 

items.”17   

 After William and Margaret Schwartz sold their property to Ethelbert (Ethel) and 

Christine James in 1927, the stone building was put to other uses.  The James’ had purchased the 

adjoining Phillip Hotel in 1925, renovated it, and re-named the business “The Cibolo.”  Ethel 

James was a retired Army captain who served in both the Spanish American War and World War 

I before retiring to the San Antonio area. He was living at The Cibolo in 1930, and either rented 

the Weyrich property or used it in conjunction with his hotel operation.18   

 Boerne had a population of about 2,000 when Ethel James opened the Cibolo shortly 

before the depression of 1929.  As the economy worsened, the town decreased in size, businesses 
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closed and tourism declined.  By 1934, James had defaulted on his note payments and conveyed 

the hotel back to its previous owner, Augusta Phillip Graham.  James occupied the Weyrich 

property until 1936, and after two subsequent owners, it was acquired in 1938 by Henry and 

Carolyn Graham.19 

   Henry Graham was the son of Joseph Graham and his wife, Elizabeth Oryinski.  The 

Grahams were a prominent Kendall County family.  Henry’s grandfather, Henry Joseph Graham, 

was a lawyer and county judge who married Phillip Hotel owner, Augusta Phillip, late in life. 

Joseph was also a lawyer.  He married San Antonio preservationist, Elizabeth Orynski, and the 

couple had two children—Henry and Wanda.   

 Elizabeth Orynski Graham purchased the Phillip Hotel from Augusta in 1936, two years 

before Henry and his wife Carolyn purchased the Weyrich property. It was Elizabeth Graham’s 

intention for her son and daughter-in-law to operate the hotel that was re-named “The Caroline.” 

In actuality, Graham herself operated the hotel. (Today the Caroline is known as Phillip 

Manor.)20     

 Henry and Carolyn Graham’s daughter recalls that her parents lived in the Weyrich 

building for part of the time between 1938 and 1944. The Grahams’ cousin, Mary Ann Noonan 

Guerra, recalls visiting the couple there as they cleaned and renovated the building.  Henry 

Graham worked as an editor for the Time-Life Corporation and traveled extensively throughout 

the United States and Mexico.  The Grahams were in Winnetka, Illinois in 1944 when they 

deeded the Weyrich property to his mother.  When Elizabeth Graham sold the hotel in 1946, she 

retained the Weyrich property until 1951 when it was sold to Ceylon Reinhardt Kidwell and her 

husband, Joseph Dudley Kidwell.21  

The Weyrich Building: 1951-2009  
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 Ceylon Kidwell and Elizabeth Graham were acquainted in San Antonio where both 

were active in the San Antonio Conservation Society.  Graham helped lead efforts to save the 

Spanish Governor’s Palace and became its first custodian.  Following Graham, Ceylon Kidwell 

served as custodian of the Governor’s Palace from the late 1940s until the middle 1970s.  After 

the Kidwells purchased the Weyrich property, Joe Kidwell had his office in the rock building. 

The couple also remodeled and lived and in the frame house to the south.22  

 Ceylon Kidwell spent much of her time in San Antonio but managed the Caroline Hotel 

for a short time.  Joe Kidwell continued to maintain his office in the Weyrich building until 

suffering a stroke in 1960.  Joseph Kidwell III lived next door periodically during the 1960s and 

1970s, and moved there permanently in 1981 after his marriage to Kim Paxson.  She used the 

stone building as her art studio.   

 The Kidwell’s sold the property in 1997 to James and Carol Keeter. They rented the stone 

building as an office for about five years, and it was subsequently used by Jim Keeter III for his 

real estate business. The younger Keeter lived in, and further remodeled, the adjoining house. 

The property was acquired in January 2007 by Charles Cox.  It continues to be used as a 

commercial lease space.23 

Architectural Description 

 The Weyrich building is a vernacular rubble stone structure that is rectangular in plan.  It 

measures approximately forty-six feet (east/west dimension) by twenty-three feet (north/south 

dimension). The structure is simple and strictly utilitarian.   The primary elevation (and original 

entrance) faces east onto Main Street.  Because Main Street has been widened, access from the 

main thoroughfare is unsafe.  Today, parking is provided on the south side of the building and 
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entry is from the south elevation. There is also a door at the rear (west) of the building.  The 

north elevation contains only windows.   

 The primary, east elevation contains two double doors that are wood paneled and glass.  

Each door contains six lites set over a lower wood panel.  The doors are recessed slightly into the 

face of the building. Surrounding wood trim is plain.  A raised, hood-shaped stone lintel with 

keystone spans each of the doorways.  The doors are now fixed, though they could be made 

operable.  The original entry doors are approached from Main Street by way of four wide stone 

stairs.  

 The building is capped by a parapet that rises above the roof level on the east, south and 

north elevations.  It is topped by a simple stone cap on the east elevation.  There is no parapet 

trim on the north, south or west elevations.  The roof slopes back to the west where it is drained 

by a metal gutter.   

 The south elevation contains three six-over-six double-hung wood sash windows with 

solid wooden shutters.  (It is not known if the shutters are replicas of an earlier design.)  Each 

window has a simple stone sill and plain stone lintel set flush with the building’s face.  The 

doorway is narrower than the windows and is also topped by a plain stone lintel.  This opening 

was originally a window, but was lowered to create a doorway when access was moved from the 

east elevation.  The door itself is glass and wood paneled.  The south elevation reads from left 

(west) to right (east), A-A-B-A.   

 The west (rear) elevation contains one door.  The door is wood paneled with a single lite. 

A modern shed roof supported by turned wooden columns spans the west elevation.  A brick and 

stone paved area forms a small patio outside the back door.   
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 The north elevation contains four six-over-six double hung wood sash windows with 

shutters matching those on the south elevation.  The north wall of the building is set on a rubble 

stone base approximately three-feet high.  The base tapers as the site slopes uphill to the west.   

 The interior of the building has plastered stone walls.  Wood wainscoting is capped by a 

plain chair rail.  The old pine flooring is intact.  The ceiling is of pressed tin.  The interior space 

is now divided into two rooms connected by a passageway on the north side of the building.   A 

small enclosure in the connecting hallway contains a sink.  Another enclosure accessed from the 

rear room contains a toilet. Doors with divided transoms separate the east and west rooms from 

the passageway.  

 There is a large oak tree at the southeast corner of the building.  Flagstone paving spans 

from the northeast corner of the building around the southeast corner.  Planting beds defined by 

stone curbing separate the building from the unpaved parking area to the south.  A stone pathway 

leads to the entry door.  A stone retaining wall separates the Weyrich property from the Phillip 

Manor property to the north.  The two properties are connected by a brick stairway at the 

northwest corner of the Weyrich building.  

 The residential structure on the south part of the site has been heavily remodeled over the 

years.  It has been used most recently as an office.  A studio and office located west of the 

Weyrich building were constructed in the 1960s and remodeled in 2007.   

III. SIGNIFICANCE 

 The Weyrich building is a simple vernacular commercial building that has remained 

largely unchanged since its construction in about 1878.  It is the only pre-1880 limestone 

commercial building remaining in Boerne and is sometimes referred to “as the oldest commercial 

structure in Kendall County.”  While county-wide research has not been done to prove this 



 12 
statement, research does support that it is the only structure of this age and type remaining in 

Boerne. (A date of circa 1880 is claimed for the Vollbrecht tin shop at 322 South Main, but that 

structure is wood clapboard covered with asbestos shingles.)  It therefore appears to be Boerne’s 

oldest intact stone commercial structure.   

 The Weyrich building occupies a prominent location on South Main Street in the locally 

designated Boerne Historic District.  Today the majority of the streetscape is comprised of stone 

and brick commercial structures dating to circa 1900 and similarly dated residential structures 

converted to businesses.  The Weyrich building is significant as an intact structure that housed 

small mercantile establishments from its construction circa 1878 until the middle 1920s.  It is 

also significant as the oldest remaining example of stone vernacular commercial architecture in 

Boerne.   
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