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BEEVILLE POST OFFICE 
 
  THE FIRST POST OFFICE WAS ESTABLISHED IN BEEVILLE IN 1859, THE YEAR 

AFTER THE TOWN’S FOUNDING. THE 1918 BUILDING WAS THE FIRST BEEVILLE 

POST OFFICE CONSTRUCTED ON FEDERAL PROPERTY—PREVIOUS LOCATIONS 

WERE COUNTY- OR PRIVATELY-OWNED. THE BUILDING IS A SIGNIFICANT 

EXAMPLE OF SMALL TOWN POST OFFICE DESIGNS PRODUCED BY THE U.S. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT IN THE EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY.  

  SOON AFTER CONSTRUCTION BEGAN, A TRAGIC INCIDENT OCCURRED WITH 

GREAT LEGAL IMPLICATIONS. J.P. HERMES AND ROBERT B. BROWN, BOTH 

CONTRACTED TO REMOVE EXCAVATED DIRT FROM THE FOUNDATION, WERE 

HOSTILE TOWARDS EACH OTHER, AND BROWN BEGAN CARRYING A GUN TO THE 

WORKSITE FOR PROTECTION. ON MAY 7, 1917, BEFORE A CROWD OF 

WITNESSES, HERMES THREATENED BROWN WITH A KNIFE, AND BROWN PULLED 

OUT HIS PISTOL AND SHOT AND KILLED HERMES THEN WALKED TO THE 

COURTHOUSE AND TURNED HIMSELF IN. BROWN WAS FOUND GUILTY OF 

HOMICIDE, BUT THE CASE WAS LATER APPEALED TO THE U.S. SUPREME COURT. 

IN AN OPINION DELIVERED BY JUSTICE OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES, THE COURT 

RULED THAT BROWN HAD ACTED IN SELF DEFENSE, THUS ESTABLISHING THE 

RIGHT TO USE LETHAL FORCE WHEN FACING A LETHAL ATTACK. 

  THE 1918 POST OFFICE IS A ONE-STORY BRICK AND LIMESTONE BUILDING WITH 

A RAISED BASEMENT. THE DESIGN FEATURES CLASSICAL REVIVAL STYLE 

ARCHITECTURE AND SYMMETRICAL FAÇADES. THE PRIMARY ENTRANCE 

INCLUDES A PEDIMENTED PORTICO ON FOUR DORIC COLUMNS AND A 

RECESSED DOORWAY TOPPED BY A SEMICIRCULAR FANLIGHT. THE FLAT ROOF 

INCLUDES A CAST STONE STRINGCOURSE AND BRICK PARAPET WITH 

REGULARLY-SPACED WOODEN BALUSTRADES. IN 1961 A COMPATIBLE WING 

WAS ADDED TO THE NORTH AND WEST SIDES OF THE ORIGINAL FLOOR PLAN.   
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Description 
 
The 1918 Beeville Post Office is a 1-story brick and limestone building with a raised basement at the southwest corner of 
St. Mary’s and Bowie streets in downtown Beeville, Texas.  Built from standard - but localized - plans created under U.S. 
Supervising Architect James A. Wetmore, the design features classical proportions and façade treatments, with simplified 
detailing that exhibits the influence of Classical Revival architecture.  The symmetrical primary façade (facing east) 
includes a white pedimented portico on four Doric columns. The recessed doorway is topped by a semi-circular fanlight.  
The building’s flat roof includes a simple cast stone stringcourse and brick parapet with regularly-spaced wooden 
balustrades.  Despite the 1961 addition of a sympathetic 1-story wing to the north and west, the building retains a high 
degree of integrity. 
 
The Beeville Post Office sits on the northeast quadrant of the block immediately north of the Bee County Courthouse, in 
the heart of Beeville.  The one-story red brick building sits on raised basement approximately six feet above grade, which 
provides space for small rectangular basement windows on the south an east sides. The main entrance is set under a 
prominent Doric Order portico, which is centered on the original 5-bay east façade, and is accessed by a short flight of 
stairs up from the sidewalk.  The vaulted entryway features nonhistoric steel double doors set under an intricate fanlight. 
The vault is flanked by 9/9 sash windows. An accessibility ramp connects to the north side of the portico, and doubles 
back down to the sidewalk level.  Banisters were added down the center of the front steps during a 1979 remodeling. 
 
The north side of the building and a portion of the west side are obscured by a 1-atory 1961 addition. The addition is the 
same height at the historic building, and features red brick, a cast stone stringcourse, and keystones that match those 
features of the 1918 post office.  The east elevation of the addition features a USPS plaque and raised metal text 
identifying the post office, set between 8/8 sash windows.  The tall Palladian window on the north facade, a twin to the 
still existing window on the south side of the original building, was destroyed when the addition was built. The loss of 
symmetry in the original structure, however, is compensated by the careful matching of the dark red brick and the faithful 
copying of the rectangular windows, topped by flat arches with cast stone keystones, and the matching white stringcourse 
on the each side of the new wing.  The windows and the white trim on the east, north and west walls of the addition are in 
line with those on the original portion of the building.  Postmaster Art Contreras had all the trim repainted in April 2005.     
 
The 1961 addition doubled the space of the original building and though lacks the level of detailing of the original 
building, its scale, design and materials are sympathetic to the original to the degree that postal employees express 
surprise when told that much of their work space was built in the 1960s.  The 1961 plans and specs have not been located, 
but according to newspaper accounts, the addition cost $225,000.   Although the decorative white wooden balustrade is 
still intact on the original section of the building, the parapet on the 1961 addition is plain brick.  Both the original and 
new section of the basement (under the 1961addition) are poorly lighted, poorly ventilated and vacant.  Records and 
receipts of the old rural post offices are kept in a room in the center front of the old basement.  Civil Defense water cans 
stored along the north wall of the basement serve as evidence that the basement was to be used as a fallout shelter during 
the Cold War.  Leaks seem under control at the present time, and both the old and new sections of the building are in good 
condition.   
 
The south elevation features four bays, dominated visually by a Palladian window in the third bay. The 12/12 metal sash 
window is topped by a semi-circular fanlight, and is set between smaller 6/6 metal sash windows.  An exterior basement 
door on the south side is accessed by a short flight of stairs ten steps down from grade below the Palladian window. The 
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US Army Recruiting Station occupied this basement space through the 1970s. By 2005, this south entry was no longer in 
use.   
 
The north elevation is the longest wall of the addition, and is largely red brick with the same stringcourse detailing found 
in the rest of the building, and an asymmetrical arrangement of six windows in groups of two (to the east) and four (to the 
west). The rear elevation features a 2-bay loading dock on a small extension of the addition protruding to the west, and 
spaces for truck parking on the north.  
 
The post office interior has been modernized with nonhistoric furniture, counters, wall finishes and interior metal doors.  
Additional post office boxes in the lobby cover the east and south windows, and have taken up a large part of the floor 
space with extensions containing still more boxes. The last influx of boxes came after closing of the town’s first and last 
substation, in a building leased from 1984 to 2003.  Two large portraits of Jane Long (an early pioneer known as the 
“Mother of Texas”) and one of her descendants that once hung in the lobby were rescued from the basement in the 1970s 
by Miss Ida Campbell and stored in the McClanahan house, Beeville’s oldest building (circa 1860).   
 
In his Beeville Main Street Architectural Survey, Architect Gerald Moorhead, FAIA, describes the post office as “the 
image of a Georgian country house based on the Palladian villa,” that “brings a high architectural standard to a small 
town.”   The original section of the Beeville Post Office has been altered very little on the exterior, and it retains a high 
degree of integrity.  Comparison of a 1940s postcard and the original blueprints with current conditions clearly reveals the 
substantial amount of remaining historic fabric.  The 1961 addition to the building’s north and west sides is both 
distinguishable and compatible and therefore detracts only slightly from the original design.  Despite minor changes in the 
building’s setting it continues to reflect the original conditions of its downtown site and is still clearly recognizable as a 
post office. 
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Statement of Significance 
 
The 1918 Beeville Post Office was Bee County’s first federal building and is a significant example of the small town post 
office designs produced by the U.S. Treasury Department in the 1910s.  The building represents the local effects of public 
building construction undertaken by the federal government beginning in the 1910s.  Under the guidance of U.S. 
Supervising Architect James A. Wetmore, the design followed standardized post office plans, adding some unique 
architectural embellishment that lends the building its individual character.  The resulting Classical Revival forms based 
on Colonial precedents, is representative of federal buildings constructed across America during the period, and it is one 
of Bee County’s most prominent local examples of these trends.  The building is nominated to the National Register under 
Criterion A in the area of Government and Criterion C in the area of Architecture, both at the local level of significance. 
 
Development of Bee County and Beeville in the 19th and Early 20th Centuries 
 
Founded in 1858 from five surrounding counties, Bee County lies in the heart of south Texas, in what was once unfenced 
open grassland 90 miles southeast of San Antonio and 60 miles north of Corpus Christi.  Only thirty miles from the 
Spanish missions and presidio in Goliad (founded in 1749), Bee County benefited from the presidio and the missions’ 
runaway horses and cattle.  Long before the Civil War, Spaniards and their successors in the Republic of Mexico needed 
settlers to secure their position, especially from the much feared French.  In the early 1830s, the Republic of Mexico 
invited Irish settlers to accept land grants in the McMullen & McGloin Colony and in the Power & Hewetson or Refugio 
Colony, with a portion of both covering the future Bee County.  The invitation to colonize was also accepted by some 
Hispanics from Goliad, by at least one wealthy Mexican citizen from below the Rio Grande and by some Anglos from 
other colonies on the other side of the Guadalupe River. Ties with the Mexican Republic were broken in 1836, but many 
of these first permanent settlers returned to their land when the war was over, and many of their descendants remain in 
Bee County. After the Mexican War of 1848 and the establishment of the border on the Rio Grande rather than the Nueces 
River, other settlers joined them.    
 
Beeville, the county seat of Bee County, is on Poesta Creek at the intersection of U.S. Highway 181 and State Highway 59 
in central Bee County.  This first county seat, known as Beeville-on-the-Medio, was organized in 1858, on the east bank 
of Medio Creek seven miles east the current town.  The current town of Beeville was platted in 1859 as townsite named 
Maryville (renamed Beeville in 1859). The Beeville post office was established in 1859, followed by the construction of 
the first courthouse in 1860.  The 1878 courthouse burned in 1911, and was replaced in 1912 by the current brick 
courthouse (NR 2001).1  
 
In 1880 the community only had about 300 inhabitants, but the population began to increase after 1886 when the San 
Antonio and Aransas Pass Railway built its Corpus Christi to San Antonio line through the town, followed by the 
establishment of the Gulf, Western Texas and Pacific Railroad line northeast to Victoria, Houston, and Galveston in 
1889.2  The town of Beeville first incorporated in 1890 (the corporation was dissolved the following year), when the 
populated was reported as 1,311. By 1900, with the help of the railroad, farming began to replace ranching.  New settlers 
from all parts of Texas, and from the South and Midwest, came to Beeville to buy small farms and plant vegetables, 

                                                 
1 Handbook of Texas Online, s.v. "BEEVILLE, TX," http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/BB/heb4.html (accessed 
October 26, 2005). 
2 Ibid. 

http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/BB/heb4.html
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cotton, corn and (optimistically) even oranges.  Ranchers whose fathers had been trail drivers subdivided and sold their 
land and settled down to become stock farmers, with barbed wire fences and windmills. Droughts and freezes did not 
discourage these new pioneers. In town, merchants thrived as they thrived in the cycles of rain and drought. The native 
grasses were plowed under and overgrazed.  
 
The railroad transformed the land. The population of the county had risen from 3,720 in 1890, to 7,720 in 1900, climbing 
to 12,090 by 1910.  The population of Beeville followed the same trend, rising from 1,311 in 1890, to 2,311 in 1900, and 
3,269 in 1910.   At the junction of two railroads with two depots (until the Southern Pacific takeover of the S.A.A.P. 
Railway in 1925), Beeville was connected to national and world markets.  From 1910 to 1918, there were four passenger 
trains a day at the two Beeville depots.  
 
Beeville Post Office 
 
The few records regarding the location of early Beeville post offices are gleaned from old newspaper articles.  Postmaster 
Lock Adkins (1927-1935) worked as a postal employee in three locations, on the site of the Rialto Theater at 112 North 
Washington, in the Beasley-Flournoy Building at 307 North Washington and finally, in the 1918 post office.  The pre-
1918 post office locations were on county or private property, not federal property. The project had started in 1911 when 
the United States of America purchased the building site that forms Lot 1 on the northeast quarter of Block 37, on the 
corner of St. Mary’s and Bowie Street. The property is on the original town site map of Beeville on land that was 
originally part of the Mexican Colonial Grant to Ann Burke, who landed at Copano, on May 16, 1834.  
 
The Office of the Supervising Architect of the Treasury oversaw the design of federal buildings, including post offices, 
from the 1850s through the 1940s.  James Knox Taylor (Supervising Architect, 1897-1912) promoted the construction of 
individually designed monumental buildings based on classical or early American traditions.  While private architects 
designed many of the larger projects, the Office of the Supervising Architect designed most of smaller buildings, 
including post offices.  The 1913 Public Buildings Act served as a response to pubic concerns about the cost of previous 
federal building programs.  While the Act authorized the construction of a large number of public buildings, it also 
prohibited the construction of new post office buildings in small communities (defined as those whose postal receipts 
totaled less than $10,000).  The Department of the Treasury issued standardized plans and design guidelines, including a 
classification system that identified appropriate structural and stylistic characteristics for post offices based on annual 
postal receipts.3  McAdoo's 1915 Classification System for Federal Buildings allowed the construction of monumental 
post offices in large cites, but specified that post offices in smaller towns should be "ordinary class of building, such as 
any businessman would consider a reasonable investment."4   
 
The characteristics of the Beeville Post Office are in keeping with those of a “Class C” federal building, described in the 
1915 classification systems as having “brick facing with stone or terra-cotta trimmings; fireproof floors; non-fireproof 
roof; frames, sashes, and doors wood; interior finish to exclude the more expensive woods and marbles; the latter used 

                                                 
3 Boland, Beth. How to Apply the National Register Criteria to Post Offices (National Register of Historic Places Bulletin 13,  revised 
1994), 3. 
4 Boland, 24.  Original guidelines published in the Secretary of the United States Treasury Department’s Annual Report on the 
Finances, 1915 (U.S. Government Printing Office, 1915). 
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only where sanitary conditions demand; public spaces restricted to very simple forms of ornament.”5  The architectural 
drawings for the building bear the official stamp of the U.S. Treasury, with the signature of  “J.A. Wetmore,” the 
Supervising Architect under Secretary of the Treasury, William McAdoo.” Although title page of the plans is dated 1915, 
construction of the Beeville Post Office did not begin until 1917.  Few historical records regarding the building are on file 
at the post office. 
 
Soon after construction began, a tragic incident occurred in the excavation for the foundation. Under contract to haul away 
the excavated dirt, Drayman J. P. Hermes had been threatening the other contracted drayman, Robert B. Brown, with his 
life. As a consequence, Brown had begun carrying a pistol when he went to work. On May 7, 1917, Hermes threatened 
Brown with a knife, whereupon Brown retrieved a pistol from his jacket. Before a crowd of witnesses, Brown shot and 
killed Hermes, and immediately walked to the courthouse, one block south, and turned himself in. With the widow 
Hermes and her children in the courtroom, Brown was found guilty of homicide in federal court in Corpus Christi.  In 
1921, James R. Dougherty and other attorneys argued the case before the U.S. Supreme Court.  Justice Oliver Wendell 
Holmes ruled that Brown had acted in self defense, thus establishing the right to stand one’s ground in federal law.6 
 
Current Use and Preservation  
 
The 1918 Beeville Post Office continues to serve the community in its original function, but like many small towns, there 
always looms a threat to close it and move its operations to a different site.  The City of Beeville cleared space for an 
adjoining parking lot, and in 1989 they sold it at cost to the USPS, with the hopes that doing so would allow easier access 
for postal trucks and keep the post office site viable.  South of the post office, this large corner lot helped with the still 
increasing number of cars and provided an exit lane to Corpus Christi Street (south) for mail trucks and employees. Many 
citizens of Bee County support its preservation on its original site in the center of town.   
 
The Beeville Post Office is an excellent example of the standardized buildings constructed by the Treasury Department in 
the 1910s, which featured classical forms in the nostalgic spirit of the popular Colonial Revival style. The county’s first 
federal building, the post office has always been one of the town’s most architecturally elaborate buildings, and it 
illustrates the efforts of the U.S. government during the period to build substantial, prominent buildings in towns across 
the country.  The exterior of the building is remarkably intact, and it retains a high degree of integrity.  It is nominated to 
the National Register under Criterion A in the area of Government and Criterion C in the area of Architecture, both at the 
local level of significance. 

                                                 
5 Ibid. 
6 Brown v. United States, Supreme Court Citation, Vol. 256, p. 335, 1921. Citation found at http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/cgi-
bin/getcase.pl?court=US&vol=256&invol=335 [accessed October 27, 2005]. 
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