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27” x 42” Official Texas Historical Marker with post 
Travis County (Job #13TV06) Subject  (Atlas 17636) UTM: 14 620145E 3352575N 
Location: Austin, 2815 Wooldridge Drive 
 

SPLITROCK  
(BURNS-KLEIN HOUSE) 

 
  IN 1891, THOMAS F. BURNS BOUGHT 3 ¾ ACRES OF THE JONES AND SEDWICK 

PROPERTY ALONG THE WEST BANK OF SHOAL CREEK. BURNS, A SCOTTISH 

IMMIGRANT, MARRIED ARBANNA J. NELSON IN TRAVIS COUNTY IN 1876. 

PROPERTY RECORDS AND LUMBER MARKED “SUTOR & CO.” DATE HIS HOUSE TO 

CIRCA 1892. THOMAS, ARBANNA AND SIX CHILDREN LIVED HERE IN 1900. 

THOMAS WAS LISTED AS A STONE CUTTER AND OWNER OF A MARBLE SHOP. HE 

ADDED AN ADDITIONAL ACRE TO HIS HOMESTEAD IN 1901. THOMAS’ SON, FRANK 

C. BURNS, OWNED THE CAPITOL CITY MARBLE CO. AT 211 W. 6TH STREET.  

  IN 1911, THOMAS BURNS SOLD THE PROPERTY TO HIPPOLYT DITTLINGER, 

OWNER OF DITTLINGER ROLLER MILLS IN NEW BRAUNFELS. HIS NIECE, ANITA 

DITTLINGER QUINLAN, AND HER HUSBAND, JAMES, LIVED HERE WITH THEIR 

THREE CHILDREN FROM 1912-39. IN 1939, THE QUINLANS MOVED TO 

FREDERICKSBURG AND SUBDIVIDED LAND SURROUNDING THE HOUSE INTO 

EIGHT CITY LOTS ON THE EAST SIDE OF SPLITROCK AVENUE (LATER 

WOOLDRIDGE DRIVE). IN 1945, ANITA SOLD THE PROPERTY TO JOE H. KLEIN, JR., 

AND HIS WIFE, JAYNE LINVILLE KLEIN. THE 1 ½-STORY FRAME HOUSE IS A 

VERNACULAR CENTER PASSAGE DWELLING, DESIGNED WITH THREE ROOMS ON 

EACH SIDE OF THE HALLWAY. STAIRS PROVIDED ACCESS TO THE ATTIC AND 

DORMER BEDROOMS. ORIGINALLY, THE EAST SIDE OF THE HOUSE, LOOKING 

TOWARD THE CITY, WAS THE FRONT. WHEN SPLITROCK AVENUE BECAME A 

DESIGNATED STREET IN PEMBERTON HEIGHTS, PRIMARY ACCESS WAS 

REVERSED AND THE WEST SIDE BECAME THE FRONT. THE SCENIC PROPERTY 

ON A BLUFF ABOVE THE CREEK INCLUDES NUMEROUS CENTURIES-OLD LIVE 

OAK TREES, THE LARGEST OF WHICH IS A CITY OF AUSTIN REGISTERED TREE. 

THE HOUSE HAS REMAINED LARGELY UNALTERED, EVEN AS THE CITY HAS 

EXPANDED FAR BEYOND ITS ONCE-RURAL SETTING. 

 

RECORDED TEXAS HISTORIC LANDMARK – 2013 
 

MARKER IS PROPERTY OF THE STATE OF TEXAS 
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RECORDED TEXAS HISTORIC LANDMARK MARKERS: 
2013 Official Texas Historical Marker 

COVERSHEET 
Complete the form and send to markerapplication@thc.state.tx.us 

Valid September 1, 2012 to November 15, 2012 only 
 
APPROVAL BY COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION (required) 
 
As chair or duly appointed marker chair, I certify the following: 

 The topic qualifies for an Official Texas Historical Marker according to marker policies 
on the THC website.  Representatives of the CHC have met or talked with the potential 
marker sponsor and discussed the marker program policies as outlined on the THC web site. 
The application has been filled out correctly.  The narrative history and documentation have 
been reviewed for accuracy.   
 

CHC comments or concerns about this application (required): none 

Name of CHC contact (chair or marker chair): May Schmidt 

Mailing address: 1104 Maufrais St.   City, Zip: Austin, TX 78703 

Daytime phone: 512-478-4898   Email address: mayschmidt@aol.com 

 
CHECKLIST APPROVAL (required) 
 

  The building/structure is at least 50 years old 
 

  The building/structure is eligible for the RTHL designation according to marker 
 policies (good state of repair, in compliance with preservation practices, etc.) 
 

  Permission of current property owner for marker placement  has been obtained 
 (page 5) 
 
Sponsor Name: Judith Tasch  Date: Nov. 3, 2012 

 
NOTICE: Incomplete applications will be returned to the CHC Chair or Marker Chair. 

 
 
  

mailto:markerapplication@thc.state.tx.us
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 RECORDED TEXAS HISTORIC LANDMARK MARKERS: 
2013 Official Texas Historical Marker 
SPONSORSHIP APPLICATION 

 
This form constitutes a request for the Texas Historical Commission (THC) to consider 
approval of an Official Texas Historical Marker for the topic noted in this application. The 
THC will review the request and make its determination based on rules and procedures of 
the program. Filing of the application for sponsorship is for the purpose of providing basic 
information to be used in the evaluation process. The final determination of eligibility and 
approval for a state marker will be made by the THC. This form is to be used for Recorded 
Texas Historic Landmark (RTHL) requests only for buildings or structures. Please see 
separate forms for either Historic Texas Cemeteries or subject markers. 
 
Proposed marker topic (THC will determine official title): Splitrock (Burns-Klein House) 
 
County: Travis 
 
Town (nearest town in same county on current state highway map): Austin 
 
Street address of marker site or directions from town noted above: 2815 Wooldridge 
Drive, Austin, TX 78703 
 
Texas State Representative Name: Donna Howard  District #: 48 
 
Texas State Senator Name:  Kirk Watson  District #: 14 
 
Marker Coordinates: 
If you know the location coordinates of the proposed marker site, enter them in one 
of the formats below: 
UTM Zone       Easting       Northing       
Lat:      Long:      (deg, min, sec or decimal degrees)  
 
Otherwise, give a precise verbal description here (e.g. northwest corner of 3rd and Elm, 
or FM 1411, 2.6 miles east of McWhorter Creek):       
 
NOTE: RTHL markers must be placed at the structure being marked. 
 
 
RECORDED TEXAS HISTORIC LANDMARK MARKERS 
 
Purpose 
Recorded Texas Historic Landmark (RTHL) markers are awarded to buildings and structures 
deemed worthy of preservation for their historical associations and architectural significance. 
Once designated as RTHL, properties are subject to provisions of Texas Government Code 
Section 442.006(f). The RTHL designation becomes effective upon approval by the THC. 
Owners of RTHL-designated properties must give the THC 60 days written notice before 
any alterations are made to the exterior of the structure. RTHL status is a permanent 
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designation and a RTHL marker is not to be removed from the property in the event of a 
transfer of ownership. Only the THC can remove the designation or recall the marker. 
 
Criteria 
1. Age: Properties eligible for the RTHL designation and marker must be at least 50 years 

old. 
2. Historical significance: Architectural significance alone is not enough to qualify a 

property for RTHL designation. It must have a significant historical association, which 
can come from an event that occurred at the site; through individuals who owned or 
lived on the property; or, in the case of bridges, industrial plants, schoolhouses and other 
non-residential properties, through documented significance to the larger community. 

3. Architectural significance: Properties deemed architecturally significant include 
outstanding examples of architectural history through design, materials, structural type or 
construction methods. In all cases, eligible architectural properties must display integrity; 
that is, the structure should be in a good state of repair, maintain its appearance from its 
period of significance and be considered an exemplary model of preservation. 
Architectural significance is often best determined by the relevance of the property to 
broader contexts, including geography. Any changes over the years should be compatible 
with original design and reflect compliance with accepted preservation practices, e.g., the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. 

4. Good state of repair: Structures not considered by the THC to be in a good state of 
repair are not eligible for RTHL designation. The THC reserves the sole right to make 
that determination. 

 
 
SPECIAL CONSIDERATION FOR RTHL DOCUMENTATION: 
 
National Register properties 
Properties individually listed in the National Register of Historic Places (NR) under either 
Criterion A or B and Criterion C (Architecture) may not require additional documentation 
of the building’s history or architecture. In such cases, only an RTHL application needs to be 
submitted. The THC has sole discretion to determine whether such documentation is 
satisfactory and correct or if documentation needs to be updated. 

 Check this box if the property is individually listed in the NR. Year listed:       
 
Courthouses 
Historic county courthouses with documented master plans accepted through the THC’s 
Texas Historic Courthouse Preservation Program (THCPP) may not require additional 
documentation of the building’s history or architecture. In such cases, only an RTHL 
application needs to be submitted. The THC has sole discretion to determine whether such 
documentation is satisfactory and correct or if documentation needs to be updated. 

 Check this box if the property is a courthouse with a master plan accepted through the 
THC’s THCPP. 
 
 
APPLICATION PROCEDURES 
Any individual, group or county historical commission (CHC) may apply to the THC to 
request an Official Texas Historical Marker for what it deems a worthy topic. Only complete 
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marker applications that contain all the required elements can be accepted or processed by 
the THC (for RTHL markers, the required elements are a sponsorship application form, 
narrative history, documentation, legal description, site plan, floor plan, historic photograph, 
and current photographs clearly showing each side of the structure—please resize digital 
photographs to 1-2 MB, or approximately 1024 x 768 pixels). 
 

• Completed applications must be duly reviewed, verified and approved by the county 
historical commission (CHC) in the county in which the marker will be placed.  

• The sponsorship application form, narrative history and documentation must be 
submitted as Microsoft Word or Word-compatible documents and sent via email 
attachments to the THC by no later than November 15, 2012. Paper copies of 
applications, whether mailed or delivered, cannot be accepted in lieu of the electronic 
version. THC email accepts mail no larger than 10 MB. 

• Required font style and type size are a Times variant and 12-point. 
• Narrative histories must be typed in a double-spaced (or 1.5-spaced) format and 

include separate sections on context, overview and significance. 
• The narrative history must include documentation in the form of reference notes, 

which can be either footnotes or endnotes. Documentation associated with 
applications should be broad-based and demonstrate a survey of all available 
resources, both primary and secondary. 

• The CHC or Marker Chair will forward the application and narrative history to 
markerapplication@thc.state.tx.us. 

• Upon notification of the successful preliminary review of required elements by the 
THC, a non-refundable application fee of $100 is required. Please send payment with 
the invoice which THC provides. Payment of the application fee does not guarantee 
approval of the historical marker. 

• A copy or scan of proof of current ownership is required to verify the property 
owner information listed on the application.  This is due at the same time as the $100 
application fee.  You may access this information through county appraisal or tax 
records. 

 
Once marker applications have passed preliminary review and the application fee and signed 
proof of property ownership have been received by THC, the application will be scored to 
determine whether the marker will be submitted to the Commissioners of the THC for final 
approval.  
 
SCORING CRITERIA 
  (1) 5 pts. max.     Age;  
  (2) 10 pts. max.   Historical Significance/Architectural Significance; 
  (3) 10 pts. max.   State of Repair/Integrity; 
  (4) 10 pts. max.   Diversity of topic for addressing gaps in historical marker program; 
  (5) 15 pts. max.   Value of topic as an undertold or untold aspect of Texas history; 
  (6) 10 pts. max.   Endangerment level of property, site or topic; 
  (7) 10 pts. max.   Available documentation and resources; 
  (8) 10 pts. max.   Diversity among this group of candidates; 
  (9) 5 pts. max.     Relevance to other commission programs; and 
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  (10) 15 pts. max. Relevance to the commission’s current thematic priorities.  
 
PERMISSION OF PROPERTY OWNER FOR MARKER PLACEMENT 
(Additional proof of property ownership will be required along with the $100 application fee) 
 
Property owner: Judith Tasch 
 
Address: 3208 Clearview Drive  City, state, zip: Austin, TX 78703   
 
Phone: 512-476-5021   Email address: atasch@austin.rr.com 
 
Legal Description of the property (metes and bounds, lot and block, etc.): 1.05 acres of 
Block 3 Jones 4 Sedwick (Travis County parcel #2-1700-0412) 
 
Upon receipt of the application, the THC will provide the owner with a letter that outlines 
the legal responsibility of ownership under the Recorded Texas Historic Landmark statute. 
The letter must be signed by the owner and returned to the THC before the evaluation can 
be completed. 
 
NOTE: The property owner will not receive any additional copies of correspondence from 
the THC. All procedural correspondence (notice of receipt, request for additional 
information, inscription, shipping notice, etc.) will be sent by email to the CHC 
representative, who is encouraged to share the information with all interested parties as 
necessary.  
 
SPONSORSHIP PAYMENT INFORMATION 
Prospective sponsors please note the following: 

• Payment must be received in full within 45 days of the official approval notice and 
must be accompanied by the THC payment form. The THC is unable to process 
partial payments or to delay payment due to processing procedures of the sponsor. 
Applications not paid in the time frame required may, at the sole discretion of the 
THC, be cancelled or postponed. 

• Payment does not constitute ownership of a marker; Recorded Texas Historic 
Landmark markers and other Official Texas Historical Markers are the property of 
the State of Texas. 

• If, at any time during the marker process, sponsorship is withdrawn, a refund can be 
processed, but the THC will retain the application fee of $100. 

• The Official Texas Historical Marker Program provides no means of recognizing 
sponsors or property owners through marker text, incising or supplemental plaques. 

 
Marker sponsor (may be individual or organization): Judith Tasch 
 
Contact person (if applicable): Judith Tasch 
 
Mailing address: 3208 Clearview Drive  City, zip: Austin, TX 78703 
 
Phone: 512-476-5021  Email address (required): atasch@austin.rr.com  
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SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS 
In order to facilitate marker delivery, residence addresses, post office box numbers and rural 
route numbers are not permitted. To avoid additional shipping charges or delays, use a 
business street address (open 8 a.m.—5 p.m., Monday through Friday). 
Name: Judith K. Tasch 
 
Street address:2815 Wooldridge Drive  City, zip: Austin, TX 78703 
 
Daytime phone (required): 512-476-5021 Email (required): atasch@austin.rr.com 
 
TYPE AND SIZE OF RECORDED TEXAS HISTORIC LANDMARK MARKERS 
All historical markers will be 27” x 42” markers unless otherwise requested by the CHC, 
Marker Chair or sponsor.  
 
The sponsor/CHC prefers the following size marker: 

 27” x 42” RTHL marker with post  
 27” X 42” RTHL marker without post*  
 18” x 28” RTHL marker with post  
 18” x 28” RTHL marker without post*  
 RTHL medallion and 16” x 12” plaque with post  
 RTHL medallion and 16” x 12” plaque without post*  

 
*For an RTHL marker without post, indicate to what surface material it will be mounted: 

 wood  masonry  metal  other (specify)       
 
 
RECORDS RETENTION BY CHC: The CHC must retain hard copies of the 
application as well as an online version, at least for the duration of the marker process. The 
THC is not responsible for lost applications, for incomplete applications or for applications 
not properly filed according to the program requirements. For additional information about 
any aspect of the Official Texas Historical Marker Program, see the Markers page on the 
THC web site (http://www.thc.state.tx.us/markerdesigs/madmark.html)  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Texas Historical Commission 
History Programs Division 
P.O. Box 12276, Austin, TX 78711-2276 
Phone 512/463-5853 
history@thc.state.tx.us 

http://www.thc.state.tx.us/markerdesigs/madmark.html
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"SPLITROCK" 
Burns-Klein House 

2815 Wooldridge Drive 
A Brief History 

 
 
The Burns-Klein House, located at 2815 Wooldridge Drive and locally known as "Splitrock", is 
uniquely associated with the history of the City of Austin and Central Texas.  The original land 
grant of 25 million square varas, from which the current parcel evolved, was issued in 1841 to 
George W. Spear, with the ensuing 35 years bringing sales and exchanges of the land, each 
transaction yielding smaller parcels, between prominent citizens of the Republic of Texas and the 
early years of Statehood.  Among the owners and agents were James B. Shaw, Washington L. 
Hill, C. R. Johns & Mirabeau B. Lamar.1 (see attached biographies) 
 
In 1871, with the City of Austin rapidly expanding to the west, the outlying parcels of land were 
rapidly being subdivided. R.J Jones and J.R.Sedwick purchased 87 acres of the original G.W. 
Spear Grant in that year.2 
 
In 1891 Mr. Thomas F. Burns bought 3 ¾ acres of the Jones and Sedwick Property, located on 
the west bank of Shoal Creek and bound on the North by 29th Street.  In 1893 the Travis County 
Taxes on the property increased substantially, indicating that a dwelling was probably 
constructed at that time.3 Lumber in the house bears the mark of SUTOR & Co., confirming that 
the house could not have been built before 1890.4 After constructing the house,  Burns added  an 
additional acre to his homestead in 1901. 
 
Thomas F. Burns, a Scottish immigrant, came to Texas circa 1874. Early marriage records of 
Travis County confirm that he married Urbana J. Nelson on Nov 1, 18765, and U.S. Census 
records document the family's continuous residence in Travis County. The 1900 U.S. Census 
records the family, including wife Urbana and children Frank, C, Eugenic, Burt, Bilth, Thomas 
and Ruth living in Precinct No.3. A stone cutter by trade, Thomas Burns is listed in the city 
directories as stone mason, stone cutter, and owner of a marble shop. 
 
His son, Frank C. Burns, was an active member of Austin Hose Co. No. 6 in 1896.6 Also, the 
1885 City Directory lists a Frank Burns residing at a stone quarry on the Mt. Bonnell Road, 
southwest of the Lunatic Asylum. The Lunatic Asylum, built by the Mormons, at that time was 
located on four acres at the foot of Mt Bonnell. Mt.Bonnell Road was the present day 38th Street. 
(Jeannette Fish) 
 
Thomas Burns became a successful local businessman, owning and operating the Capitol  City 
Marble Co. located at 211 W.6th Street.7  It is also highly probable, that because of their 
stonecutting and masonry skills, he and his son, Frank were employed in the construction of the 
capitol building between 1885 and 1888. 
 
The Sanborn Maps confirm the address on W. 6th as being a marble shop in 1894.8 The close 
proximity of the Capitol City Marble Co. to the stone quarry of Jeremiah Sheehan, creates the 
possibility that Burns participated with Sheehan in the construction of "Belvue" now the Austin 
Woman's Club. 



 
The City Directory of 1893-94 shows T. F. Bums residing on the west bank of Shoal Creek, 4 
blocks south of the Mt. Bonnell Road. Thomas Burns and family are listed in city directories at 
the same address for nineteen years, and the last record of the Burns Family occupying the house 
is in the 1912-1913 City Directory. (see City Directory Listings) The personal achievements of 
T. F. Burns, his contributions to the economic development of Austin, and the simple sturdy 
home he built on the bluff above Shoal Creek are a tribute to the pioneering Texas spirit. 
 
In 1911, T.F. Burns sold the property to Hyppolyt Dittlinger (b.1859-d.1946). A Pioneer Texas 
industrialist, Dittlinger was the owner of the large and successful Dittlinger Roller Mills in New 
Braunfels, as well as founder of the crushed rock and lime industries in Central Texas (see 
attached biographies). In 1913 H. Dittlinger sold the property to his cousin, N.V. Dittlinger, who 
was also a prosperous merchant, owning and operating a mercantile store at 418 Congress 
Avenue in Austin (see attached documentation). 
 
It should be noted that the 1903 City Directory lists N.V. Dittlinger residing at 810 E 12th St, and 
living with him, daughter Anita, a stenographer. Travis Co. Marriage Records show that Miss 
Dittlinger married Mr. James Quinlan on 4 November 1903.9     The 1910-1911 City Directory 
shows James Quinlan residing at 304 E. 10th   St., but by 1912 his address is listed as 2 blocks 
west of Shoal Creek, on 29th St., in the house that Hyppolyt Dittlinger bought in 1911 and sold to 
N.V. Dittlinger in 1913. In 1920, at his death, N.V. Dittlinger willed the house and property to 
his daughter, Anita Dittlinger Quinlan.10 
 
James and Anita Quinlan and their three children occupied the home for the twenty-seven years 
between 1912 and 1939.  Mr. Quinlan, a native Austinite and the son of Irish immigrants, was 
born in 1874.  As a young man he was a grocer, butcher and a salesman (see city directory 
listings), working for various firms, most notably the Dittlinger Roller Mills. In his later career 
he became a federal employee, serving as Collector of Internal Revenue, and also Deputy Sheriff. 
His was a life of the concerned citizen and public servant.  The Austin Daily Statesman, 1 Oct 
1899, reports that James Quinlan, member of Hose Co. No.6, was injured while fighting the fire 
that destroyed the capitol building. Mr. Quinlan was a member of St. Mary's Catholic Church. He 
died in 1944 and is buried at Mt. Calvary Cemetery, Austin, with parents Jeremiah and Mary, 
and infant daughter Anita (see attached biography). 
 
In 1939 Mr. & Mrs. Quinlan made the decision to move to Fredericksburg. At that time Anita 
Quinlan commissioned a survey and a map of the 4 and 1/2 acres, subdividing it into eight city 
lots, all on the east side of Splitrock Ave.11  
 
Between 1939 and 1945 the Quinlan's rented the house to Professor Chester F. Lay of the 
University of Texas, College of Business. (see City Directory Listings). 
 
In 1945 Anita sold the property, then listed as 2815 Wooldridge Drive, to Mr. Joe H. Klein, Jr 
(1917-1996) and his wife, Jayne L Klein (1917-2008). The Klein's gave their new home the 
name "Splitrock" to  acknowledge the huge split in the rock cliff, located 300 feet southeast, 
above Shoal Creek and  to commemorate the original title of the street in front of the house, 
Splitrock Avenue. 
 



Mr. Klein, a direct descendant of Stephen Klein, one of the founding fathers of New Braunfels, 
was also a successful Austin businessman who owned and operated the Central Texas 
Amusement Company. Joe H. Klein died in 1996 and is buried at Austin Memorial Cemetery. 
 
Mr. Klein's son-in-law, Dr. AI F. Tasch, Jr., University of Texas at Austin, Chair, Professor 
Emeritus, an internationally recognized engineering scientist and pioneer of semiconductor 
research development, has been associated with the home since 1960. 
 
In 1945 Anita Quinlan sold the property, then listed as 2815 Wooldridge Drive, to Mr. Joe H. 
Klein, Jr (1917·1996) and his wife, Jayne L. Klein (1917·2008). The Kleins gave their new 
home the name "Splitrock" to acknowledge the huge split in the rock cliff, located 300 feet 
southeast, above Shoal Creek and to commemorate the original title of the street in front of the 
house, Splitrock Avenue. 
 
The house is a Texas vernacular "center passage" dwelling. The original structure, built in 
1893, had a center hall on an east/west axis, with three rooms on both the north and south sides 
of the hall. Stairs in the hallway provided access to the attic and dormer bedrooms upstairs. At 
that time the east side of the house, looking toward the city, was the "front" of the house.  See 
photos. 
 
James and Anita Quinlan made changes to the house between 1916 and 1929. At that time, 
because "Splitrock Avenue" had become a designated street, primary access was reversed and 
the house became fronted to the west. 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Klein added a garage to the house in 1950. All original windows and doors were 
retained and the original roof line was not altered. 
 
In 1954 a large concrete patio was added on the southeast side of the property and a "free form" 
swimming pool was built. This pool, among the first in Austin to be constructed without using 
the traditional methods of forms and poured concrete, remains in excellent condition. 
 
"Splitrock is the oldest extant frame dwelling and the only example of Texas Vernacular 
"center passage" construction in Pemberton Heights. 
 
The kidnapping of Sarah Hibbins in 1836 by raiding Indians occurred on Shoal Creek, and 
according to legend the encampment was near the springs at the base of the "Splitrock". 
 
The grounds of “Splitrock”, located high on the bluffs of Shoal Creek, have yielded numerous 
prehistoric stone artifacts. The kidnapping of Sarah Hibbins in 1836 by raiding Indians 
occurred on Shoal Creek, and according to legend, the encampment was at the springs at the 
base of the bluff at '' Splitrock". The east portion of the property remains undisturbed and will 
undoubtedly yield more artifacts. 
 
The property contains numerous native plant and tree species, among which are two native live 
oak trees of unusual significance and importance. 
 
On the South sided the house is a gigantic tree measuring more than 1.5 feet in trunk 



circumference, 100 feet diameter of canopy, and 7.5 feet in height. This beautiful specimen is a 
"City of Austin Registered Tree 1776-1976". It is among the largest trees in the state and 
estimated age is more than 300 years. 
 
The second live oak is located on the east side of the house. The trunk of this tree is arched and 
horizontal to the ground indicating that it was very probably fixed in this position as a sapling 
and used by Native Indians as a "signal" or "marker" tree. Estimated age of this tree is more than 
200 years. 
 
Splitrock/Burns-Klein House 
 
  



Brief History of "Split Rock" 
FOOTNOTES 
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TEXAS HISTORICAL Co.MMISSION 

RECORDED TEXAS HISTORIC LANDMARK: 

ATrACHMENT A 

RECElVEL> 

NOV 2 9 2012 

PROPERTY OWNER AUTHORIZATION Texas Hi Oliclll 0 rnmission 

This form does not constitute designation of the building, structure, or resource. 
Official desi nation will occur followin staff and commissioner review. 

Property Name: \\.s Pl.-I T ROcK" 

Physical Address: 2..~ 15 W()ct...bRII)(j-£ V~fvE .-City: r-tUSftN County: IR.AII,i5 Zip: "lg103 

Property reference number (Appraisal District/Tax Office prope~ number, etc.): __ 
"O~flIlf\5- ~ I D #" til ~ q 4:> 

Legal Description (Lot and block, metes and bounds, etc.): __ tJDJ. If) "() 0""0 
• ~'(J' ~ 2110004-12 ..., 

, • r ft; AGR 8} I3i.DCK"3 Jo N£5 4- St: f) WICk C .. ~ AV"jh ~ H15fu-,c 20 n~~ 1t (!,f If H -2DOlf - COoto-

Additional description ("property encompassing the bridge and abutments," lithe 1936 

portion of the County Consolidated High School building," lithe historic homestead, 

including the main house, barn, windmill, smokehouse and water well," etc.): 

The Recorded Texas Historic Landmark (RTHL) designation is awarded to historic structures 
deemed worthy of preservation for their architectural integrity and historical associations. 
Designated properties are afforded a measure of legal protection and become part of the 
recorded history of the state's built environment. 

Benefits of the RTHL designation: 
• Recognition that a property is of local, regional or state significance. 
• Protection for up to 90 days from exterior alterations, including demolition or 

relocation. 
• Ad valorem tax exemptions, where granted by local taxing authorities. 
• Inclusion in the Texas Historic Sites Atlas. 
• Technical preservation assistance through the THe. 

Responsibility of the property owner under the RTHL proviSion, as noted in Texas 
Government Code section 442.006 (f): 
A person may not damage the historical or architectural integrity of a structure the 
commission has designated as a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark without notifying the 
commission at least 60 days before the date on which the action causing the damage is to 
begin. After receiving the notice, the commission may waive the waiting period or, if the 
commission determines that a longer period will enhance the chance for preservation, it 
may require an additional waiting period of not longer than 30 days. On the expiration of 
the time limits imposed by this section, the person may proceed, but must proceed not later 
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than the 180th day after the date on which notice was given or the notice is considered to 
have expired. 

Add itiona"y: 
• The designation requires the public display of the RTHL marker. The marker is the 

property of the State of Texas and may not be removed or relocated without the prior 
permission of the Texas Historical Commission. 

• RTHL status is a permanent designation which is retained with the property even upon 
transfer of ownership. Only the Texas Historical Commission may remove the 
designation. 

• Structures designated as RTHLs do not have to be open to the public, but the marker 
must be accessible to the public. 

• RTHL designation does not imply eligibility for federal tax incentives for 
rehabilitation. 

JiJ()riit K ./A7Ct-l 
I, , certify that I am the legal owner or authorized representative of the property 
owner noted herein, and further certify that I have read the information regarding 
Recorded Texas Historic Landmarks and that I voluntarily seek the designation for the 
property described herein. I further certify that I will comply with the provisions of 
Texas Government Code § 442.006. 

Name (print): ~ill+ k, ',A-<7c/+ 

'l-.Rlu' e Mailing address: 32.D~ ~iEt+R'4'IE~~ v 

City, state, zip: AliSll N TX lc?1113 

Phone: Date: ~ NOV f}..c I a 
~(2~ Lt11o~S-c~1 

THE STATE OF TEXAS 

COUNTYOF_=n~~~AN~~ ________ __ 

§ 
§ 
§ 

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, on this day personally appeared :::5vJ.,·h.... J</t. ,h TNr), , 
known to me to be a credible person, whose name is above subscribed, and said person swore to me the statements 
contained herein are true and correct. 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME on thisQU.t~ day of /J~ ,2012. 

Page 2 of3 



NOTARY PUBLIC in and for the STATE OF TEXAS 
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All-purpose Acknowledgment 

STATE OF ....:::::J~'-----_______ , COUNTY OF VIS 

On ,NOV«..V4b..r (g~ /.~P2=<o~L .O<_.. ______ before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public 
in and for said State, personally appeared 

~v~·bk ~'~_~~~~~ ____________________ __ 
o personally known to me -OR-~ved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence/ to be the person(s) 
whose name(s) is/are subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged to me that he/she/they 
executed the same in his/her/their authorized capacity(ies), and that by his/her/their signature(s) on the 
instrument the person(s), or the entity upon behalf of which the person(s) acted, executed the instrument. 

(Seal) 

HEl7494 (2·06 97916) 
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