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JAMES L. AUTRY HOUSE 
  MISSISSIPPI NATIVE JAMES L. AUTRY (1859-1920) 

MOVED TO CORSICANA IN 1876. THERE HE 

STUDIED LAW AND HELD CIVIC OFFICES AT THE 

TIME OF THE FIRST OIL DISCOVERIES IN TEXAS. 

HE WAS CHIEF COUNSEL FOR THE TEXAS CO. 

(LATER TEXACO) AND A PIONEER IN THE NEW 

FIELD OF PETROLEUM LAW. AUTRY 

COMMISSIONED SANGUINET AND STAATS TO 

DESIGN THIS HOME, WHICH WAS CONSTRUCTED 

IN 1912. THE NEOCLASSICAL DESIGN FEATURES 

A DOUBLE BALUSTRADED GALLERY AND LARGE 

FLUTED DORIC COLUMNS. ALSO PROMINENT ARE 

A PORTE-COCHERE AND FERNERY (SUNROOM), 

AND A HIPPED LUDOWICI TILE ROOF. THE REAR 

GARAGE HAS UPSTAIRS SERVANTS QUARTERS.  
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RECORDED TEXAS HISTORIC LANDMARK MARKERS: 
2010 Official Texas Historical Marker 

Sponsorship Application Form 
Valid September 1, 2009 to November 30, 2009 only 

 
This form constitutes a public request for the Texas Historical Commission (THC) to consider 
approval of an Official Texas Historical Marker for the topic noted in this application. The THC 
will review the request and make its determination based on rules and procedures of the program. 
Filing of the application for sponsorship is for the purpose of providing basic information to be 
used in the evaluation process. The final determination of eligibility and therefore approval for a 
state marker will be made by the THC. This form is to be used for Recorded Texas Historic 
Landmark (building marker) requests only. Please see separate forms for either Historic Texas 
Cemeteries or subject markers. 
 
Proposed marker topic (official title will be determined by the THC):  
               James L. Autry Jr. House 
 
County: Harris 
 
Town (nearest county town on current state highway map): Houston 
 
Street address of marker site or directions from town noted above:   
               5 Courtlandt Place, Houston, Texas 77006 
 
Marker Coordinates: 
If you know the location coordinates of the proposed marker site, enter them in one of the 
formats below: 
UTM Zone       Easting       Northing       
Lat: 29.7434502    Long: -95.3831103 (deg, min, sec or decimal degrees)  
 
Otherwise, give a precise verbal description here (e.g. northwest corner of 3rd and Elm, or FM 
1411, 2.6 miles east of McWhorter Creek): At curb in front of 5 Courtlandt Place 
 
NOTE: Recorded Texas Historic Landmark markers must be placed at the structure being 
marked. 
 
Recorded Texas Historic Landmark markers definition: Recorded Texas Historic Landmark 
(RTHL) markers are awarded to structures deemed worthy of preservation for their historical 
associations and architectural significance. RTHL is a legal designation and comes with a 
measure of protection; it is the highest honor the state can bestow on a historic structure, and the 
designation is required for this type of marker. The RTHL designation becomes effective upon 
approval by the THC. Official Texas Historical Markers signify the RTHL designation, which 
comes only through application to and approval by the THC and must include public display of 
an Official Texas Historical Marker. Owners of RTHL-designated structures must give the THC 
60 days written notice before any alterations are made to the exterior of the structure. RTHL 
status is a permanent designation and is not to be removed from the property in the event of a 
transfer of ownership. Only the THC can remove the designation or recall the marker. The marker 
must remain with the structure and may not be removed or displayed elsewhere until or unless the 



 
THC gives express approval in writing for such action. Once designated as RTHL, properties are 
subject to provisions of Texas Government Code, Section 442.006(f).
Criteria: 
1. Age: Structures eligible for the RTHL designation and marker must be at least 50 years old. 
2. Historical significance: Architectural significance alone is not enough to qualify a structure 

for the RTHL designation. It must have an equally significant historical association, and that 
association can come from an event that occurred at the site; through individuals who owned 
or lived on the property; or, in the case of bridges, industrial plants, schoolhouses and other 
non-residential properties, through documented significance to the larger community. 

3. Architectural significance: Structures deemed architecturally significant are outstanding 
examples of architectural history through design, materials, structural type or construction 
methods. In all cases, eligible architectural properties must display integrity; that is, the 
structure should be in a good state of repair, maintain its appearance from its period of 
significance and be considered an exemplary model of preservation. Architectural 
significance is often best determined by the relevance of the property to broader contexts, 
including geography. Any changes over the years should be compatible with original design 
and reflect compliance with accepted preservation practices, e.g., the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. 

4. Good state of repair: Structures not considered by the THC to be in a good state of repair 
are ineligible for RTHL designation. The THC reserves the sole right to make that 
determination relative to eligibility for RTHL markers. 

 
Special National Register considerations for RTHL marker applications: If a structure has 
been individually listed in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under either Criterion 
A or B and Criterion C (Architecture), the historical text compiled as part of the National 
Register nomination process may be submitted as part of the marker process, provided it includes 
the required reference notes and other documentation. Acceptance of the National Register 
information for the purposes of the marker process will be up to the sole determination of the 
THC. Listing in the NRHP does not guarantee approval for an RTHL marker. See the THC web 
site at http://www.thc.state.tx.us/markerdesigs/madnrcrit.html for National Register criteria. 

 Check this box if the property is individually listed in the NRHP. 
 
APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 
Any individual, group or county historical commission (CHC) may apply to the THC to request 
an Official Texas Historical Marker for what it deems a worthy topic. Only complete marker 
applications that contain all the required elements and are submitted online as required can be 
accepted or processed by the THC (for RTHL markers, the required elements are: sponsorship 
application form; narrative history; documentation; legal description of the property; site plan; 
floorplan; historic photograph; and current photographs clearly showing each side of the 
structure—please resize photographs to 1-2 MB, or approximately 1024 x 768 pixels). 

• Completed applications must be duly reviewed, verified and approved by the county 
historical commission (CHC) in the county in which the marker will be placed. 

• The sponsorship application form, narrative history and documentation must be 
submitted as Microsoft Word or Word-compatible documents and sent via email 
attachments to the THC by no later than November 30, 2009. 

• Required font style and type size are a Times variant and 12-point. 
• Narrative histories must be typed in a double-spaced (or 1.5-spaced) format and include 

separate sections on context, overview, significance and documentation. 
• The narrative history must include documentation in the form of reference notes, which 

can be either footnotes or endnotes. Documentation associated with applications should 

http://www.thc.state.tx.us/markerdesigs/madnrcrit.html


 

be broad-based and demonstrate a survey of all available resources, both primary and 
secondary. 

• Upon notification of the successful preliminary review of required elements by the THC, 
a non-refundable application fee of $100 is required. The fee shall be submitted to the 
THC within ten working days of application receipt notification. 

 
APPROVAL BY COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
The duly appointed marker representative (chair or marker chair) noted below for the county 
historical commission will be the sole contact with the THC for this marker application. To 
ensure accuracy, consistency and efficiency, all information from and to the THC relative to the 
application—and throughout the review and production processes—will be via direct 
communication with the CHC representative. All other inquiries (calls, emails, letters) to the THC 
will be referred to the CHC representative for response. By filling out the information below and 
filing the application with the THC, the CHC representative is providing the THC with notice that 
the application and documentation have been reviewed and verified by the CHC and that the 
material meets all current requirements of the Official Texas Historical Marker program. 
 
As chair or duly appointed marker chair, I certify the following: 

 Representatives of the CHC have met or talked with the potential marker sponsor and 
discussed the marker program policies as outlined on the THC web site. CHC members 
have reviewed the history and documentation for accuracy and made corrections or notes 
as necessary. It is the determination of the CHC that the topic, history and documentation 
meet criteria for eligibility. 

 
CHC comments or concerns about this application, if any:       

Name of CHC contact (chair or marker chair): Bernice Mistrot, Marker Chair 

Mailing address:12800 Briar Forest Drive, #83   City, Zip: Houston, Texas 77077-2206 

Daytime phone (with area code):281-531-1956   Email address (required): bmist@juno.com 

 
PERMISSION OF PROPERTY OWNER FOR MARKER PLACEMENT 
 
Property owner: W. Murray Air and Mary B. Air 
 
Address:5 Courtlandt Place  City, state, zip:Houston, Texas 77006   
 
Phone:713-523-7352   Email address: wmurray.air@sbcglobal.net 
 
Legal Description of the property (metes and bounds, lot and block, etc.):     
     The property consists of two adjacent parcels.  The first includes the house and grounds, and 
the second was formerly a back alley.  On the attached Harris County Appraisal District (HCAD) 
map, the first parcel is described as Tracts 23 and 24: the second as Tract D2, together being 
23,250 square feet.  They are described as follows.   
     First, a 0.487833 (21,250 square feet) tract of land, being the easterly 50.00 feet of Lot 23 and 
the westerly 75.00 feet of Lot 24, both out of COURTLANDT PLACE, an addition in Harris 
County, Texas, according to the map or plat thereof recorded in Volume 2, Page 26 of the Map 
Records of Harris County, Texas and being more particularly described by metes and bounds on 
Exhibit A attached hereto and incorporated herein for all purposes.      
     Second, a 0.045914 acre (2000 square feet) tract of land, formerly a back alley, approximately 
16 feet in width and immediately adjacent to and south of the first tract.   



 

 
Upon receipt of the application, the THC will provide the owner with a letter that outlines the 
legal responsibility of ownership under the Recorded Texas Historic Landmark statute. The letter 
must be signed by the owner and returned to the THC before the evaluation can be completed. 
 
NOTE: The property owner will not receive any additional copies of correspondence from the 
THC. All other correspondence—notice of receipt, request for additional information, payment 
notice, inscription, shipping notice, etc.—will be sent via email to the CHC representative, who is 
encouraged to share the information with all interested parties as necessary. Given the large 
volume of applications processed annually and the need for centralized communication, all 
inquiries about applications in process will be referred to the CHC for response. The CHC is the 
sole liaison to the THC on all marker application matters. 
 
 
SPONSORSHIP PAYMENT INFORMATION 
Prospective sponsors please note the following: 

• Payment must be received in full within 45 days of the official approval notice and must 
be accompanied by the THC payment form. The THC is unable to process partial 
payments or to delay payment due to processing procedures of the sponsor. Applications 
not paid in the time frame required may, at the sole discretion of the THC, be cancelled 
or postponed. 

• Payment does not constitute ownership of a marker; Recorded Texas Historic Landmark 
markers and other Official Texas Historical Markers are the property of the State of 
Texas. 

• If, at any time during the marker process, sponsorship is withdrawn, a refund can be 
processed, but the THC will retain the application fee of $100. 

• The Official Texas Historical Marker Program provides no means of recognizing 
sponsors or property owners through marker text, incising or supplemental plaques. 

 
Marker sponsor (may be individual or organization): W. Murray Air and Mary B. Air 
 
Contact person (if applicable):  W. Murray Air 
 
Mailing address: 5 Courtlandt Place  City, zip:  Houston 77006 
 
Email address (required): wmurray.air@sbcglobal.net   Phone:  713-523-7352 
 
SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS 
In order to facilitate delivery of the marker, neither post office box numbers nor rural route 
numbers can be accepted. To avoid additional shipping charges or delays, use a business street 
address (open 8 a.m.—5 p.m., Monday through Friday). 
 
Name:  W. Murray Air 
 
Street address: 5 Courtlandt Place  City, zip:  Houston 77006 
 
Daytime phone (required):  713-523-7352 Email (required):  wmurray.air@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 



 

TYPE AND SIZE OF RECORDED TEXAS HISTORIC LANDMARK MARKERS 
As part of its review process, the THC will determine the appropriate size marker and provide 
options, if any, for the approved topic based on its own review criteria, including, but not 
exclusive of, historical significance, replication of information in other THC markers, relevance 
to the Statewide Preservation Plan and the amount of available documented information provided 
in the application narrative. In making its determination, however, the THC will also take into 
account the preference of the CHC, as noted below. 
 
The sponsor/CHC prefers the following size marker: 

 27” x 42” RTHL marker with post ($1500) 
 27” X 42” RTHL marker without post* ($1500) 
 18” x 28” RTHL marker with post ($1000) 
 18” x 28” RTHL marker without post* ($1000) 
 RTHL medallion and 16” x 12” plaque with post ($750) 
 RTHL medallion and 16” x 12” plaque without post* ($750) 

 
*For an RTHL marker without post, indicate to what surface material it will be mounted: 

 wood 
 masonry 
 metal 
 other (specify)       

 
SUBMITTING THE APPLICATION (via email required) 
When the CHC has determined the application is complete, the history has been verified and the 
topic meets the requirements of the Official Texas Historical Marker Program, the materials 
should be forwarded to the THC via email at the following address: 
markerapplication@thc.state.tx.us. 
 
 The CHC or marker chair should send an email containing the following attachments (see 

attachment function under file menu or toolbox on your computer): 
▫ This application form 
▫ The narrative history (including documentation) 
▫ Legal description of the property 
▫ Detailed floor plan for each floor of the structure 
▫ Detailed site plan of the property 
▫ At least one historic photograph 
▫ Current photographs clearly showing each side of the structure 

 
RECORDS RETENTION BY CHC: The CHC must retain hard copies of the application as 
well as an online version, at least for the duration of the marker process. The THC is not 
responsible for lost applications, for incomplete applications or for applications not properly filed 
according to the program requirements. For additional information about any aspect of the 
Official Texas Historical Marker Program, see the Markers page on the THC web site 
(http://www.thc.state.tx.us/markerdesigs/madmark.html) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:markerapplication@thc.state.tx.us
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An Application for a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark Marker for  
JAMES L. AUTRY JR. HOUSE 

5 COURTLANDT PLACE, HOUSTON , TEXAS 
 

By W. Murray Air and Mary B. Air 
and presented to the Harris County Historical Commission 

 

I. CONTEXT 

The family of James Lockhart Autry Jr. has a deep connection with the history of 

Houston and the State of Texas. His grandfather, Micajah Autry, was an attorney who came to 

Texas from Tennessee in 1835.  Micajah was killed at the Battle of the Alamo; subsequently, 

Anson Jones, President of the Republic of Texas, awarded his family a 1,920 acre land grant in 

Navarro County, Texas for his service.1 Micajah’s son, James L. Autry Sr., also an attorney, was 

born in 1830 in Hayesborough, Tennessee. He later moved to Holly Springs, Mississippi, where 

his only son, James L. Autry, Jr. was born on November 4, 1859. James Sr. served as Speaker of 

the House in Mississippi (1857-59)2 and died as an officer in service to the Confederate cause.3 

Before his death, James Sr. wrote a letter to his young son admonishing him to “let all 

your actions be upright, just, honorable and in accordance with the teachings of the Bible, be 

kind to your Mother, never tell a falsehood and put your trust in God.”4 The spirit of this letter 

and the heroism of his grandfather and father, served as guideposts for James L. Autry Jr. 

throughout his life in terms of his persona, work ethic and community service. 

In 1876, at the age of 17, James Jr. left Mississippi for Corsicana, Navarro County, Texas 

in search of the land granted to his family by the Republic of Texas.5 After being admitted to the 

Texas Bar in 1880 and briefly serving as a Judge in Navarro County, Autry became involved as a 

                                                 

1 Texas General Land Office, Archives and Records, Austin, Texas, File No. Robertson Bounty 211. 
2 MSGenWebProject, Marshall County, MS (internet), July 6, 2009. 

3 James L. Autry, Sr. enlisted Feb. 16, 1861 at Holly Springs, MS as a 3rd Lt. in a home guard unit that later became 
Co. B, 9th MS Infantry.  He was elected Lt. Colonel on April 12, 1861 and assumed command of the 9th MS 
Infantry three days later.  Relieved of Command Sept. 9, 1861.  Appointed Lt. Col. 27th MS Infantry on Feb. 13, 
1862.  Served as Post Commander at Vicksburg, MS.  Killed in the Battle of Murfreesboro, TN, Dec. 31, 1862.  All 
data from Compiled Service Records, accessed at Footnote.com, July 6, 2009. 

4 Autry Papers, Woodson Research Center, Fondren Library, Rice University, Houston, Texas, Letter to James L. 
Autry, Jr. from James L. Autry, Sr. Camp Davis, near Pensacola, Florida, April 11, 1861. 
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civic leader in Corsicana and in the discovery and development of oil in that part of Texas. He 

later relocated his family to Beaumont and then Houston as a result of business dealings with J. 

S. Cullinan. He and Cullinan founded the Texas Fuels Company, which became the Texas 

Company (later Texaco) where Autry served as Chief Counsel until 1913. As an attorney and 

businessman in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, James Autry is recognized for his noted 

accomplishments in 1) the early discovery and development of oil in the State, 2) the new field 

of petroleum law, and 3) public service/civic responsibility.  

 

II. OVERVIEW 

Courtlandt Place 

Courtlandt Place was established in 1906 by the Courtlandt Improvement Company on 

approximately 15 acres of land on the outskirts of Houston. Wealthy Houstonians owned 

significant houses near downtown and were growing increasingly concerned with congestion as 

the city began its explosive early 20th century development following the discovery of oil at 

Spindletop in 1901. The town’s population doubled between the onset of the new century and 

1910, and new neighborhoods such as Westmoreland, Avondale, Montrose and others sprang up 

to provide a variety of housing options.6 

Sterling Myer, a prominent real estate attorney, and two business partners offered an 

innovative residential alternative on Courtlandt Place, which was modeled after the “Private 

Place” suburban plan of St. Louis, Missouri.  Myer initiated development of a block-long, tree-

lined, boulevard with a central landscaped esplanade.  The 26 lots on Courtlandt Place were 

deliberately designed to be more compact than the large city lots popular at that time. The 

configuration was later altered to accommodate 21 homes. The boundaries of the enclave were 

denoted with pillars and a low, decorative wrought iron fence.7 

                                                                                                                                                             

5 Chudleigh, Norma Jane, James L. Autry: Hero Without War, Ph.D. Dissertation, 1990, University of Houston, 
UMI Dissertation Publishing, page 82.   
6 Houghton, Dorothy Knox Howe, Scardino, Barrie M., Blackburn, Sadie Gwin and Howe, Katherine S., Houston’s 
Forgotten Heritage: Landscape, Houses, Interiors 1824-1914, Texas A & M University Press, College Station, 
1991, Preface and Introduction. 
7 Gordon, Sallie and Jones, Penny, “Courtlandt Place: A Century of Living,” Houston History, Vol. 5, #3, Summer 
2008. 
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In the words of its founders, Courtlandt Place was created as a “district restricted to the 

erection of residences of good class.”  Myer promised “to surround such and the locality 

generally with conditions assuring as far as possible freedom from noise, dust, constant traffic, 

and other annoyances incident to location upon public streets in a populous city.”8  Myer hired 

Hugo V. Neuhaus, a 26-year-old newcomer to Houston, to market his real estate development.  

(Hugo Neuhaus was later to become an important financier in Houston and very prominent 

socially).  The development proved to be hugely successful and by the eve of World War I, 14 

houses were occupied or under construction on the street.  Courtlandt Place was known to be one 

of the most prestigious addresses in Houston.9  

Myer’s Courtlandt Place Improvement Company instated and enforced strict deed 

restrictions.  The Courtlandt Place Civic Association, created in 1912 when Myer ceased 

oversight, still oversees and enforces the deed restrictions.  These restrictions are held in 

perpetuity and have saved the neighborhood from encroaching urbanization and townhouse infill 

development.  “The fact that this neighborhood is intact, … shows a time in our past that is 

rapidly being lost … this is one of the best preserved private neighborhoods in the country.”10  

Although many urban Houston neighborhoods have lost historic houses to “progress,” Courtlandt 

Place remains essentially intact, with the exception of a few outbuildings that have been 

demolished.  No house has been demolished and any additions are sympathetic with their 

original design.  Courtlandt Place is a rare living example of a time in our past.   

Courtlandt Place became home to families of some of the most prominent Houston 

businessmen and community leaders of the time; individuals who were already connected by 

family, friendship and/or business.  Their residences were designed by prominent architects of 

the day, including: 

Six houses by Sanguinet and Staats, known primarily for steel-framed office buildings in 

many of Texas’ most populous cities in the first two decades of the 20th century (including the 

First National Bank Building in Houston),11  

                                                 

8 Gordon, Sallie and Jones, Penny, Houston’s Courtlandt Place, to be published October 2009, page 9. 
9 Ibid, page 10. 
10 Jones, Penny, Postcards from Texas, Channel 55, Houston Texas, March 2009, www.houston55.com.postcards-
from-Texas/stories/2009-03-courtlandt-place.jsp. 
11 Fox, Stephen, Perspective 12, Spring 1983, “Sanguinet and Staats in Houston, 1903-1926.” 
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Six houses by Birdsall Briscoe, known for his ability to grasp the essentials of the new 

taste for accurate, eclectic architecture which was then emerging nationally,12 with Houston 

commissions including the William L. Clayton house (5300 Caroline St. – RHTL 1988) Craig 

Cullinan House (6 Longfellow Lane) and several North Blvd houses,13 and 

One house by John Staub, most notably known for Bayou Bend (RTHL 1973 and 

National Register 1979), which was the River Oaks home of Miss Ima Hogg and is now operated 

as a house museum by the Museum of Fine Arts Houston.  

Courtlandt Place was designated a National Register Historic District in 1980. Of the  21 

houses on the street, 18 are considered contributing to the District.  Eleven are also individually 

listed on the National Register. Eight are Recorded Texas Historic Landmarks and two are City 

of Houston Landmarks.  

Today, Courtlandt Place is a very tight knit community. Many of the residents share a 

common interest in historic preservation and recognize the importance of the street as a Historic 

District.  An example of the camaraderie among the neighbors is the Christmas morning 

gathering of all families and guests present on the street to enjoy a light breakfast and to extend 

mutual best wishes for the holiday season.  A group photo is taken and thereafter all return to 

their homes to celebrate privately.  This tradition has been ongoing for over 30 years. 

 

The Autry Family 

Micajah Autry was born in North Carolina in about 1794, but came to Tennessee at an 

early age.  He was an attorney.  He had invested in a dry goods business that experienced 

financial difficulty.  As a man of honor, he sold his possessions to pay his debts, leaving his 

family practically destitute.  Like many men of his era, he headed to Texas because of the 

opportunities for land and advancement of his career.  In 1835, en route to Texas, he encountered 

men such as Davy Crockett, who were on their way to participate in the Texas Revolution.  

Caught up in the fervor of the moment, he too enlisted in support of the cause.14   

                                                 

12 Gordon, Sallie, Application for Recorded Texas Historic Landmark (unpublished) February 1996, re “John 
Wanroy Garrow House (19 Courtlandt Place, Houston, Texas).” 
13 Fox, Stephen, (text) Architectural Guide, American Institute of Architects, Houston Chapter Publisher, 1990. 
14 Chudleigh, Chapter 1, pages 7-13. 
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Micajah’s enlistment in the Army of the Republic of Texas was February 10, 1836 and he 

died in the Battle of the Alamo on March 6, 1836.  His family was issued a Bounty Certificate 

for a land grant of 1,920 acres, consisting of 1,280 acres for his participation in the war and 640 

acres for being killed in action at the Alamo.  The Certificate was issued May 8,1839, the 

property was surveyed November 16, 1839 and was patented February 5, 1846.15 

Micajah’s wife, Martha, and her two children, Mary and James L. Autry Sr., moved in 

1837 to Holly Springs, Mississippi as a part of the resettlement of Indian lands by white 

pioneers. James Sr. ultimately became a prominent attorney in Mississippi and its Speaker of the 

House of Representatives.  In 1861 he enlisted in the 9th Mississippi Infantry and was elected 

Lieutenant Colonel.  The following year, he was appointed Lieutenant Colonel of the 27th 

Mississippi Infantry.  He was killed in the Battle of Stone’s River near Murfreesboro, Tennessee 

on Dec. 31, 1862 in the 27th Infantry.16   

Following the War, James Sr.’s wife, Jeanie Valliant Autry (1835-1912) and her son, 

James L. Autry Jr.  (1859-1920), moved to Panola County, Mississippi.  In 1873 James Jr. 

received a scholarship to study at the University of the South, Sewanee, Tennessee.  However, at 

the age of 17 in 1876 he left school and headed to Texas in search of the land that the family had 

been granted by the Republic of Texas because of his grandfather’s death at the Alamo.17 

Once in Corsicana, Autry took up residence with Richard Channing Beale, a lawyer.  He 

worked for Beale as a land document abstractor.  It was at this time that he became acquainted 

with Judge Samuel R. Frost who recognized Autry’s intelligence and helped him to read law.  

James Jr. was elected to two terms as the Enrolling Clerk for the Texas legislature in Austin.  In 

1880, he was admitted to the practice of the law.  In 1882, he helped organize the Texas Bar 

Association.18 

Autry found that he was not a rancher, so by 1882 he had fenced off portions of the 

family land grant for rental purposes, leaving him free to pursue the practice of law.  He joined 

the law practice of Richard C. Beale.  Beale was elected Navarro County Judge in 1880 but left 

that position in 1884 due to illness, at which time Autry was appointed by the Navarro County 

                                                 

15 Texas General Land Office, Archives and Records, Austin, Texas, File No. Robertson Bounty 211. 
16 Chudleigh, Chapters 2 and 3, pages 15-51. 
17 Chudleigh, Chapter 3. 
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Commissioners to serve out the remainder of Judge Beale’s term.  However, later that year, 

Autry failed to win the popular vote for County Judge in the election of county officers. He then 

returned to the private practice of law.19  He retained the use of the term Judge, however, during 

the remainder of his life. 

Judge Autry was one of the few eligible bachelors in Corsicana.  He was involved in 

many social activities through which he met Allie Belle Kinsloe, whom he married on June 24, 

1896.20  She was the daughter of Harris E. and Katie (Spandenberg) Kinsloe.  Judge Autry and 

Allie had two children, James L Autry III (1899-1922) and Allie Mae (Autry) Kelley (1903- 

1998), both of whom attended Rice University.      

In Corsicana, Judge Autry was President of the Commercial Club, the forerunner of the 

Chamber of the Commerce. He was also President of the Corsicana Water Development 

Company. One important issue that this organization addressed during his tenure was the water 

shortage, which was limiting expansion of Corsicana industry beyond cotton.   In 1894 while 

drilling for water, oil instead came seeping from the well. Sufficient water was ultimately 

discovered, but more importantly, the oil industry in the Corsicana area had begun. The Texas 

Petroleum Oil Association, established in 1897, was the second oil company to be formed in 

Corsicana. Autry was one of its first Directors.21 

In 1901 following the discovery of oil at Spindletop, Judge Autry filed the charter for the 

Texas Fuel Company as counsel for his new friend and soon to be business partner, J.S. Cullinan, 

an oil speculator from Pennsylvania who had worked for Standard Oil both in the field and 

refineries. Cullinan first came to Corsicana in 1897 with an interest in oil storage and refining.  

Autry and Cullinan developed a business relationship, with Autry providing legal services to 

Cullinan.  The Texas Fuel Company (centered in Beaumont) subsequently became known as The 

Texas Company (and later Texaco).   In 1908, the company relocated to Houston, as did Judge 

Autry and his family. He served as Chief Counsel, Director and Secretary of the Texas 

                                                                                                                                                             

18 Chudleigh, Chapters 4 and 5. 
19 Chudleigh, Chapter 5. 
20 Chudleigh, page 138. 
21 Chudleigh, Chapters 6 and 8. 
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Company.  In 1913, Cullinan left the Texas Company and Autry also departed in support of his 

friend and business associate.22 

Judge Autry is considered a pioneer in the new field, at that time, of petroleum law. He 

served as Director and President of the Texas Petroleum Oil Association in Corsicana and, 

following his departure from the Texas Company, went on to help found the Farmers Petroleum 

Company and the Fidelity Trust Company of Houston in which he was Vice President, Attorney 

and Director.23 

Judge Autry, like so many of the wealthy Houstonians of the time, was involved in social 

clubs and philanthropic endeavors.  He was a Director of the Houston Chamber of Commerce 

and served on the Vestry of Christ Church, Houston.24  His wife, Allie, was one of the first 

Guarantors of the newly formed Houston Symphony (1913). The Autry family funded the 

children’s wing of the Houston Tuberculosis Hospital and also was a big supporter of Rice 

University. Specifically, Mrs. Autry gave a substantial sum of money for the construction of 

Autry House in memory of her husband. The structure, located at 6265 Main St., Houston, is 

adjacent to Palmer Memorial Church and is a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark (1994). “From 

1929 until 1952, Autry House was administered by the Rector of Palmer Memorial Church.  

During that time, it functioned principally as a student center.  Since 1952, it has been the seat of 

the diocesan chaplaincy ministry to the students and faculty of Rice University and the schools 

of the Texas Medical Center.”25 

Judge Autry’s daughter, Allie Mae (Autry) Kelley, made a contribution to Rice 

University for the construction of Autry Court (now Tudor Fieldhouse) in memory of her 

Mother, Allie Belle Kinsloe Autry (1875-1935).  

Life at 5 Courtlandt Place included a gardener, cook, chauffeur, and the much-loved 

housemaid, Lucy “Tap” Waller. Upon Tap’s death in 1916, she left all of her worldly 

                                                 

22 Ditmar, Katherine Kelley, Introduction to the Autry Family and the James L. Autry Collection, unpublished, 
Woodson Center, Fondren Library, Rice University, Houston, Texas, CS71:A935.1922. 
23 Ditmar, page 10. 
24 Makers of Houston, 1912 Houston Biographical Association, Houston, Texas. 
25 Palmer Memorial Church, Houston, Texas, internet website http://www.palmerchurch.org/content, July 9, 2009. 

http://www.palmerchurch.org/content
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possessions to her beloved Jimmy (James Autry III).26 The family owned a yacht named Aloha 

and Mr. Autry was fond of Winton touring automobiles.27 

Judge Autry suffered a massive stroke in 1915 and died September 29, 1920 at his home 

on Courtlandt Place.  Mrs. Autry continued to live at #5 until her death in 1935.  They are buried 

in Glenwood Cemetery, Houston.  Miss Chudleigh, quoting from Judge Autry’s obituary, wrote,   

A reporter for the Houston Chronicle on October 1, 1920 mentioned Autry had 
done his “part well and exemplified those qualities of mind and heart which were 
the heritage that descended to him from splendid ancestry.”  The reporter further 
stated that Autry “proved himself to be a worthy scion of long line of knightly 
ancestors,” concluding that he had “achieved professional and financial success 
because he was able to win both by sheer force of professional ability, sound 
judgment, and high character.” He believed Autry had  “held to the loftiest ethical 
standards in the practice of his profession.”28 

Descendants of Judge Autry have visited #5 Courtlandt Place over the years since the 

death of his wife.  Most recently, Mr. Autry’s grandson Michael Kelley and his wife of 

Washington, D.C. visited the house in March 2009.  During that visit, Mr. Kelley relayed that his 

Mother always fondly referred to the house simply as #5 never needing to mention the name of 

the street. 

 

Architectural Description 

Number 5 Courtlandt Place was inspired by the Halbert House in Corsicana, Texas which 

was originally owned by Fannie Jones Halbert. Her son, Joshua Lucius Halbert, had it built for 

her in the 1890s.29  In a June 17, 1909 letter from Judge Autry to C. A. Logan, architect of the 

Halbert House, he forwarded the then current version of the house plans for #5 asking Logan for 

his review.  In that letter, Judge Autry goes on to state “you will observe we have steadily stood 

out for the Halbert front, so that after all these plans are very much in line with your own 

                                                 

26 Johnston, Marguerite, A Happy Abode, Cathedral Press, Houston, Texas, 1964, page 149.  
27 Autry Papers, MS003 Series 1, Box 6. 
28 Chudleigh, pages 288-289. 
29 Plemons, Deanna, Explore…a magazine about life in Navarro County, October 2007, Coming Back to Life , 
pages 6-12. 
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expressions of taste which we have all of us, along with many other Corsicana people, long had 

occasion to admire and commend.” 30 

In his June 19, 1909 letter of reply to Judge Autry, Mr. Logan commented on the 

extraordinary cost of the house as planned.  He also approved of the use of forced air heating and 

basement waterproofing techniques and made comments on the proposed size of the columns.31 

In a September 10, 1909 letter from Logan to Autry, he says  ..“am expressing you under 

separate cover B. Prints and the elevation of the building which would make it a reproduction of 

the Halbert House.”32 

Although the exteriors of the Halbert House and #5 Courtlandt Place are similar with 

respect to their exterior central facades, a recent review of the Halbert House blueprints shows 

only limited similarity in terms of interior space design.33 

As is the case with all of the historic houses on Courtlandt Place, #5 and its outbuildings 

(green house, gardener’s cottage and garage/quarters) were built with the finest materials, 

craftsmanship, and latest technology, including a central vacuum system, fire protection (interior 

hoses) system, and tankless toilets.  The grandeur of the residence in many ways reflects the 

financial success and the prominence of Judge Autry. 

The James L. Autry House was designed by the architectural firm of Sanguinet and 

Staats. The head of their Houston office at that time was A. E. Barnes.  Alfred Finn, an architect 

who would later design the San Jacinto Monument, contributed to #5 as an associate.34  The 

house was constructed by the Lamb-Field Company during 1912 at a cost of over $40,000.  Both 

the main house and one outbuilding, a garage with upstairs servants quarters, are included in this 

RHTL application. 

Number 5 Courtlandt Place depicts predominantly the Neoclassical Revival architectural 

style.  “This revival of interest in classical models dates from the World’s Columbian Exposition 

held in Chicago in 1893. The exposition’s planners mandated a classical theme and many of the 

                                                 

30 Autry Papers, MS003 Series 1, Box 1, File 1.13. 
31 Autry Papers, MS003 Series 1, Box 1, File 18. 
32 Autry Papers, MS003 Series 1, Box 1, File 1.13.  
33 Architectural floor plans supplied by Charles Penland, Architect, Houston, Texas, a descendant of the original 
owner of Halbert House Corsicana, Texas, who lived in that house as a child. 
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best-known architects of the day designed dramatic colonnaded buildings arranged around a 

central court. The exposition was widely photographed, reported and attended; soon these 

Neoclassical models became the latest fashion throughout the country. The central buildings of 

the exposition were of monumental scale and inspired countless public and commercial buildings 

in the following decades. The designs of smaller pavilions representing each state of the Union 

were more nearly domestic in scale and in them can be seen the precedents for most Neoclassical 

houses.  …   Thus did Georgian, Adam, Early Classical Revival and Greek Revival traditions, 

which originally spanned a century and a half of the nation’s history, become fused into the 

eclectic Neoclassical style.”35  

Although the house is mainly Neoclassical Revival in style due to its symmetry, large 

porches and monumental columns, it also includes elements of other popular early 20th century 

architectural styles. The brackets in the eaves are Arts and Crafts inspired and the fan light in the 

central pediment is typical of the Colonial Revival architectural style. 

The James L. Autry, Jr.  House, individually listed on the National Register of Historic 

Places in 1979, is a large, two-and-one-half story, wooden frame house having a full basement 

and a hipped roof. It has a full width double gallery porch defined by four fluted monumental 

Doric columns with monumental corner pilasters.  The house faces north onto Courtlandt Place 

and has a large front lawn with a horseshoe shaped sidewalk. There is a projecting semi-circular 

central bay that includes the front steps and the projecting porch above that is supported by two 

additional fluted columns. A pediment crowns this central bay and is flanked by gabled dormers 

with small rectangular transom-like windows.  Decorative elements include the fan light in the 

central pediment and the Arts and Crafts style brackets in the pediment eaves as well as the wide 

eaves surrounding the house.  The symmetrical square plan is balanced with the port cochere 

with an open-air porch above on the west façade and an enclosed sun room (fernery) with a 

similar open-air porch on the east. Both of these open-air porches were noted as “patios” on the 

original drawings.  The stick style balusters of both side porches match those of the both 

galleries on the main façade. The central entry portico is distyle in antis composed of two fluted 

Doric columns flanked by fluted pilasters set on a ceramic tile threshold with a marble border.  

                                                                                                                                                             

34 Landon, Marie D, Historian, Texas Historical Commission,  February 19,1979, National Register of Historic 
Places Inventory-Nomination  Form, United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service. 
35 McAlester, Virginia and Lee, A Field Guide to American Houses ,Alfred A. Knopf Inc. N.Y. 1984, pages 344-346 
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The wooden entry doors are paired (single light) with leaded, beveled glass sidelights and 

transoms.  The second floor porch entry has French doors and is of an equivalent width of the 

first floor only with no transoms.  Large 15 over 1 wooden sash windows flank the entries on 

both the first and second levels.  The hipped roof is clad in the original Ludowici green terra 

cotta tiles and there is an exterior red brick chimney with a corbelled cap on both the east and 

west elevations and an interior chimney visible from the south or rear of the house. 36 

The interior consists of a symmetrical arrangement of rooms around large central halls on 

both the first and second floors.  The grand first floor hall, measuring 37 ft by 17 ft, features oak 

wainscoting, a curved oak ceiling arch and grand oak staircase. The stairwell is lit by an 

elaborate interior arched, leaded-glass window and the hall space is lit by original brass sconces 

and ceiling fixtures.  The current main living room on the first floor, which at one time was an 

office/library for Judge Autry, also has wainscoting and a box beamed ceiling.  The dining room, 

like the main hall, continues with quarter sawn oak wainscoting and a beamed ceiling. Tiles on 

the living and dining room fireplace surrounds were made by the Rookwood Pottery Company , 

Ohio,  a popular manufacturer during the American Arts and Crafts period.37 The original pocket 

doors are extant in most rooms on the first and second floors and enable private spaces to be 

closed off from the public receiving areas. 

The first floor also includes a smaller parlor, carriage hall, powder room and a downstairs 

bedroom and full bath.  A large kitchen, butler’s pantry and French door-enclosed breakfast 

room constitute much of the south or back elevation of the first floor. A windowed conservatory, 

originally referred to as the fernery, is situated on the east side of the first floor, providing 

symmetrical balance to the port cochere constructed on the west side of the house.   

The second floor also consists of a large central hall with bedrooms accessed via pocket 

doors.  A long, windowed sleeping porch dominates much of the south side of the second floor 

elevation. The second floor can be accessed by the main staircase or a back staircase that also 

continues to the attic. The attic space has a large open room, a single bedroom, likely meant for 

use by a servant, and ample enclosed storage space.  

                                                 

36Mod, Anna, Historic Preservation Specialist, SWCA environmental Consultants, Architectural Description of 
Number 5 Courtlandt Place cited herein. 
37 Autry Papers, MS003 Series 1, Box 28, File 15. 
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The house contains a full-size utilitarian basement with external access.   Number 5 

Courtlandt Place incorporated some of the more recent technologies of its day such as tankless 

toilets, a fire protection system on the first and second floors as well as a central vacuum system.  

The two-story garage and servants apartment is south of the main house. It is a wood 

frame building with a side gable on hip roof with clapboard siding, 8 over 8 wooden sash 

windows and equally spaced Arts and Crafts style brackets in the eaves.  There is a large hipped 

roof canopy on the north façade supported by chain tie-backs.  There is a single entry door with a 

four light transom on the north façade. The garage and servants quarters contains space for three 

cars, a chauffeur’s room, workroom and storage closets.  There is a pit in the concrete slab, 

which enabled the chauffeur to perform maintenance work on the Autry’s vehicles. The second 

story of this outbuilding contains a one-bedroom servants quarters. The walls and ceilings of this 

structure were of beaded board. 

The house has had minor and sympathetic alterations over the years, including 1) addition 

of a powder room utilizing a closet on the first floor, 2) elimination of a pantry, re-creation of 

period cabinetry in the kitchen and alterations of the breakfast room interior east wall, 3) 

modernization of bathrooms within original footprints utilizing to the extent possible original 

fixtures and tiles, 4) replacement of crank-out, vertical, wood and glass mullioned windows in 

the east sun porch with sash windows, 5) addition of sash windows on the second floor rear 

(south) sleeping porch, 6) addition of glass panels to enclose the porch on the garage building,  

7) electrical and plumbing upgrades, 7) removal of the perimeter balustrade that surrounded the  

original 1912  “Widows Walk”, 8) additions of an additional garage port on the west end of the 

outbuilding with sliding doors  and 9) addition of central air conditioning.       

Judge Autry also owned the adjacent lot to the east of the main house, #3 Courtlandt 

Place, which was ultimately sold.  A new house was constructed on #3 in 1998-99. The design of 

the new house is sympathetic to the historic architecture of the neighborhood.  However, that 

parcel originally had a large greenhouse with an ogee roof designed by Lord and Burnham Co. of 

New York, a gardener’s cottage and a tennis court. These structures have been demolished.38 

     Judge Autry’s son, James l. Autry III (also known as Jimmy) was a member of the 

Houston Radio Club and the Amateur American Relay League. His wireless “plant” was 

                                                 

38 Autry Papers, MS003 Series 1, Box 10, File 14. 
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responsible for Route E, Station 5, which communicated between Chicago and the Gulf by way 

of St. Louis, Little Rock, Dallas, and Houston. His station, with call letters 5ED, operated at the 

then allowable maximum of one kilowatt and could send messages to a radius of 1100 miles; he 

was heard in 22 states during the winter of 1916-17.39  It was to this “plant” that the news of the 

entry of the United States into World War I first arrived in Houston. Upon receiving this news, 

young Autry fired a pistol into the air to alert the Courtlandt Place residents of this important 

event in world history.40 The wireless antenna was 81 feet tall and was used as a flagpole during 

the war when amateur radio transmission was strictly forbidden.41  Sadly, Jimmy died a few 

years later in 1922, due to complications arising from an appendectomy. 

 

                                                 

39 Varela, Christopher,  Kotton, Port, Rail Center: A History of Early Radio in Houston, Fez Publishing, Houston, 
Texas, 2004, pages 52,59. 
40http://www.houstonradiohistory.blogspot.com/2007/04/pre-broadcast-era.html, May 28, 2009. 
41 Varela, page 60-61.including a photo of the antenna towering over the house. 
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III. SIGNIFICANCE  

The house at 5 Courtlandt Place, Houston, Texas was constructed in 1912.  The house is 

significant as an excellent example of the Neoclassical Revival style of architecture and for its 

association with its original owner, James L. Autry, Jr.  In 1876, at the age of 17, young Autry 

traveled from Holly Springs, Mississippi to Corsicana in search of the land granted to the family 

as the result of his grandfather’s (Micajah Autry) death in the Battle of the Alamo.  He was 

elected to two terms as Enrolling Clerk for the Texas Legislature and, after a short stint as 

Navarro County Judge, he became a private attorney and civic leader in Corsicana and Houston, 

and a prominent businessman as well as a pioneer in the new field of petroleum law.  His 

business partner, J.S. Cullinan, founded the Texas Fuel Company in 1901, later to become the 

Texas Company and Texaco, for which Autry served as Chief Counsel, Director, and Secretary. 

That company proved to be instrumental in the early development of the oil industry in Texas.  

Judge Autry’s accomplishments include President of the Corsicana Commercial Club, a 

Director of the Houston Chamber of Commerce, a Vestryman of Christ Church, Houston, an 

organizer of the Texas State Bar, President of Farmers Petroleum Co., and President of Fidelity 

Trust Co. of Houston. Philanthropic acts of the family include Autry House at Palmer Memorial 

Church, Houston, Autry Court (now Tudor Fieldhouse) Rice University, Houston and the 

children’s wing of the Houston Tuberculosis Hospital.  

 Sanguinet and Staats, one of Texas’ preeminent early 20th century architectural firms 

designed the house.  A. E. Barnes headed their Houston office and Alfred Finn was a 

contributing associate. The Lamb-Field Company served as the construction contractor. The 

house was constructed in 1912 and is predominantly in the Neoclassical Revival architectural 

style, which gained popularity at the 1893 World Columbian Exposition, Chicago. This style is 

evidenced by the symmetry of the house and it large porches and monumental columns. 

Although predominantly Neoclassical Revival in style, the house includes elements of other 

popular early 20th century architectural styles as the eaves brackets are Arts and Crafts inspired 

and the fan light in the central pediment is a typical Colonial Revival element.  

On a large lot to the east of the main house, Judge Autry constructed a gardener’s cottage, 

greenhouse and tennis court, all now demolished.  His son, James L. Autry III, maintained his 

powerful amateur radio system in that cottage. It was here that the news of the entry of the 

United States into World War I was first received in Houston. 
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IV. DOCUMENTATION 

1. Specific references appear as footnotes on each page of the text of this narrative.  

2. Allie Mae (Autry) Kelley (daughter of James L. Autry, Jr.) donated many of his (and the 

family’s) professional and personal papers to the Woodson Research Center, Fondren 

Library, Rice University, Houston, Texas.  Additional papers have been more recently 

donated to that collection by her relatives.  Therefore, an extensive amount of archived 

material on Judge Autry and his family exists at that library.   

3. In 1990, Norma Jane Chudleigh prepared a Ph.D. dissertation for the University of Houston, 

entitled James L. Autry: Hero Without War, UMI Dissertation Publishing. This nearly 300 

page book contains a well-researched, detailed account of the Autry family from the time of 

Micajah Autry, who lost his life in the Battle of the Alamo, through the discovery of oil in 

Corsicana and the accomplishments of James L. Autry Jr. during the late 19th and early 20th 

centuries in Texas.   

4. Legal Description:  The property consists of two adjacent parcels; the first includes the house 

and grounds, and the second was formerly a back alley.  On the attached Harris County 

Appraisal District (HCAD) map, the first parcel is described as Tracts 23 and 24; the second 

is Tract D2, together being 23,250 square feet.  They are described in the deeds as follows:  

 First, a 0.487833 acre (21,250 square feet) tract of land, being the easterly 50.00 feet of 

Lot 23 and the westerly 75.00 feet of Lot 24, both out of COURTLANDT PLACE, an 

addition in Harris County, Texas, according to the map or plat thereof recorded in Volume 2, 

Page 26 of the Map Records of Harris County, Texas, and being more particularly described 

by metes and bounds on Exhibit A attached hereto and incorporated herein for all purposes.42 

 Second, a 0.045914 acre (2,000 square feet) tract of land, formerly a back alley, 

approximately 16 feet in width and immediately adjacent to and south of the first tract.43   

  

 

                                                 

42 Warranty Deed with Vendors Lien, Harris County Real Property Records, File number T114951, #5 Courtlandt 
Place, Houston, Texas, June 30, 1998. 
43 Deed without Warranty, Harris County Real Property Records, File number T413953, #5 Courtlandt Place, 
Houston, Texas, November 20, 1998. 
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