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NEW DEGREE PREPARES LEADERS

ooking to the future to provide students with the skills and education to lead and
serve in society, UHCL added the Bachelor of Science in Public Service Leadership
to its degree roster. The program gained acceptance from the Texas Higher Education

Coordinating Board earlier in the spring with classes for the program beginning this fall.
"The largest employer in the United States is the government," says program coordinator

and Lecturer in Public Service Leadership Vicki Chadwick. "What better career preparation
than a generalist degree that will prepare students for a professional career in leadership and
management in the public sector? UHCLs public service leadership degree provides stu-
dents with a sound theoretical framework and an interdisciplinary orientation within a posi-
tive learning environment."

Many of the classes in the program are available online and graduates of the program will
he prepared for careers in politics, government, law and the civil service arena. Specifically,
Chadwick believes that graduates will fill such positions as teachers, administrators and
directors in public service, fire fighters, emergency management professionals, budget ana-
lysts and urban planners as well as serve in multiple positions at the city, state, federal and
global level.

"Employers in the public sector state their biggest challenge today is to find qualified
people with a solid work ethic and strong people skills. Often professionals sit around a
conference table unable to collaborate, reach consensus or work through conflict mediation
and resolution.

"The public service leadership degree offers a combination of leadership, management
and strong people skills for multi-tier positions on the career ladder in government and
non-profit positions in public service today," she says.

Associate Dean for the School of Human Sciences and Humanities Howard Eisner agrees
with her assessment.

"By adding this degree, we are educating our future community leaders and providing
them with the basics on how to take our organizations to the next level of success."

To find out more about the Bachelor of Science in Public Service Leadership, visit http://
hsh.uhcl.edu/psl or call 281-283-3333.

GRANT BENEFITS PROGRAM
CELEBRATING OUR ELDERS

UHCL received a $25,000 grant from the
Greater Texas Foundation Rising to the
Challenge Scholarship program to be used
for the Celebrating Our Elders program
scholarship awards.

Headquartered in Bryan, Texas, the
Greater Texas Foundation supports excel-
lence in education by increasing access as
well as improving quality through partner-
ships between public and private entities.

"The Greater Texas Foundation has been
a stalwart friend to University of Houston-
Clear Lake," says Dion McInnis, UHCL
associate vice president for university
advancement. "We have changed over the
years, as has the foundation, and our visions
still overlap in many areas that are impor-
tant to education and to Texas. We look
forward to continued partnership as togeth-
er we address many of the issues important
to both the university and the foundation."

The $25,000 award will be used to fund
scholarships through the Celebrating Our
Elders program that can be awarded to
community college students and other first-
generation college students who are plan-
ning to attend UHCL. Celebrating Our
Elders was created in 1994 to attract first-
generation college students to higher edu-
cation. Scholarship awards range from
$500 to $2,000 per year.

"Celebrating Our Elders provides future
university students with a unique opportu-
nity to submit essays on how an African-
American or Hispanic elder has influenced
and inspired their lives," says McInnis.
"Outstanding essays, combined with finan-
cial need, are the main criteria. Scholarship
winner essays are showcased in a formal
exhibit opened to the entire community."

For more information about Celebrating
Our Elders, call the Office of Intercultural
and International Student Services, 281-
283-3373, e-mail IISS@uhcl.edu or visit
http://www.uhcl.edu/intercultural.
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DEGREE CHANGES APPROVED

The Texas Higher Education C oordinating

Board recently approved changes to several

UH(I, degree and certificate programs.

The Bachelor of Arts in Applied Design

and Visual Arts has changed to a Bachelor

of Fine Arts, effective in July 2008.

Programs leading to Texas teacher certifi-

cations that were approved in July are the

B. A. in Biological Sciences with 8-12 Life
Sciences certificate; History with 8-12 His-

tory or 8-12 Social Studies certificate; liter-

ature with 4-8 or 8-12 English Language

Arts and Reading certificate; and Mathe-

matical Science with 4-8 or 8-12 Mathe-

matics certificate. Also approved were the

Bachelor of Science in Mathematical Sci-

ence with 8-12 Mathematics certificate;

Geography with 8-12 Social Studies certifi-

cate; Physical Sciences with 8-12 physical

Science certificate; and Interdisciplinary

Studies with the EC:-6 designations for gen-

eralist, bilingual generalist, ESL generalist

and reading generalist. Additional certifi-

cates for the Bachelor of Science in Inter-

disciplinary Studies that were approved are

EC-6 Generalist and EC- 12 Special Educa-

tion, 4-8 Generalist and EC-12 ESI and 4-

8 designations for generalist, science and

social studies.

Effective in August 2008, the undergrad

uate and graduate degrees with majors in

behavioral sciences and programs in psy

chology, clinical psychology, school psy hol
ogy, anthropology, sociology and family

therapy change to the B.S. and M.A. in 1\

chology; the M.A. in Clinical Psychology;
the M.A. in School Psychology; the B.S. in
Anthropology; the B.S. and M.A. in Sociol-
ogy; and the M.A. in Family Therapy.

UHCL AFTER IKE

Across the university community, depart-

ments, employee and student organizations

and individuals came together in the days

and weeks following Hurricane Ike to assist

in a variety of recovery efforts.

A donation drive for food, toiletries and

other necessities was organized through the

Office of Human Resources as well as assis-

tance with temporary housing and genera-

tors for those with more serious needs.

Counseling Services offered information

about support groups and stress relief and

student groups volunteered and collected

donations. For community members who

were able to help, the Office of Student

Life compiled a database of volunteer

opportunities specific to Hurricane Ike

recovery efforts.

o n I i n e ?

www.uhcl.edu/egret

Donations of food, clothing and toiletries stack up in the UHCL human resources department
conference room to be sorted by Worklife and Employment Coordinator Nichole Eslinger (I) and
Human Resource Assistant Carmen Conley. The donation drive was just one of the Hurricane Ike
recovery efforts coordinated within the UHCL community.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
November 3, 2008 - January 5,
2009

11 ife Along the Rio Grande: A New
\\ orld Becoming," featuring the pho-
iography of Van Edwards and Leslie
Ilaza Johnson, Bayou Building, Atrium
1, Level 2. 281-283-3311.
November 14 - January 16
Spring Open Registration and Advising.
28 1-283-2500.
December 4
"lhe Science of Happiness," by Associ-
ate Professor of Psychology Robert Bar-
t ih, Ph.D., CLASP Visions in Our
M idst Lecture Series, 5:30-7 p.m., Bay-
o Building, Garden Room. 281-283-
2021.

January 1 - March 31, 2009
Vladimir Suchdinek art exhibit, Bayou
Building, Atrium 1, Level 2. 281-283-
3446.
January 8
"Astronaut Training: What It Takes To

Be an Astronaut," by NASA Simulation

Supervisor Henry Lampazzi, CLASP
Visions in Our Midst Lecture Series,
5:30-7 p.m., Bayou Building, Garden
Room. 281-283-2021.
January 17-27

Spring Late Registration. 281-283-
2500.
January 22
"Texas EquuSearch: Standing Ready to
Find the Lost," by Tim Miller. CLASP
Visions in Our Midst Lecture Series,
5:30-7 p.m., Garden Room, Bayou
Building. 281-283-2021.
January 27 and 29
"Memories to Memoirs I and II," by
Dion McInnis, CLASP Daytime Mini-
Course, 10:30 a.m. - noon, Bay Area
Community Center. 281-283-2019.

February 3
"Bay Area Houston Economic Partner-

ship: The Past, Present and Future of
Our Bay Area," by Jim Reinhartsen,
CLASP Visions in Our Midst Lecture
Series, 5:30-7 p.m., Bayou Building,
Garden Room. 281-283-2021.

February 7
UH(CL Spring Community Outreach

Day. 281-283-2611.
February 7 - April 9
Art Classes for Children and Young
Adults featuring "Art of the Vikings,"
Arbor Building and CCISD elementary
schools. 281-283-3344.
February 15
Mercury Baroque Ensemble performs
"Birds, Bees and Brandenburg," 2 p.m.,
Bayou Building, Bayou Theater. 281-
283-2560-
February 19
"'laiwan and the International Educa-
tion Experience," by Louis White,
Ph.)., CLASP Visions in Our Midst

I C r IL I rits 5: . .m., ) - i y. L Iou
Building., (G.rtden Room. 281-283-
2021.

February 28
Martha Kemp'r in the on-woman
show, "Me, Miss Krause and Joan," 8

p.m., Bayou Building, Bayou 'Theater.
281-283-2560.

March 5
'AMetcorites and Cosmic Dust: \'isitors

from Outer Space," by Michael Zolen-

sky, Ph.)., CLASP Visions in Our
Midst Lecture Series, 5:30-7 p.m.,
Bayou Building, Gardend Room. 281-
283-202 1.

March 13
I Lint Fanily FIddltrs, -:30 p.m.,
BayoU Building, Bayou Theater.
281-283-2560.

March 26
"The Iditarod: The Last Great Race oin
Earth," by Veterinary Specialists Bill

DalY, l)VM and Kyle Brayley', DVM,
CLASP Visions in Our Midst Lecture
Series, 5:30-7 p.m., Bayou Building,
Garden Room. 281-283-2021.

April 2
"TV Violence is Good for You," by Jib
Fowles, Ph.D., CLASP Visions in Our
Midst Lecture Series, 5:30-' p.m.,
Bayou Building, Garden Room. 281-
283-2021.

April 4
21st Annual Chili Cook-Off, noon- 4

P.m., Student Services and Classroom
Building Iani. 281-283-2560

April 13-23
Summer Early Registration and Advis-

in.281-283-2500.
April 24 - June 5
Summer Open Registration and Adsvis-

ing. 281-283-2500.

May 7
"I low to Effectively Protest Your Prop-
erty Values for 'Laxes," by Cheryl E.

Johnson, Galseston CouMty Tax Asses-
sor-Collector, CLASP Visions in Our
Midst Lecture Series, 5:30-7 p.m.,
Bayou Building, Garden Room.
281-283-2021.

May 17
Mercury Baroque Ensemble performs
"Lully's Armide," 2 p.m., Bayou Build-

ing, Bayou Theater. 281-283-2560.

Dates and times are subject to change;
please confirm event details by calling the
telephone number listed or visiting
UHCL Web site at www uhcl. edu. Indi-
1iduals who uish to participate in any of
the et'ents listed and who need special ac-
commodations to do so, should contact
the university's American Disabilities Act
coordinator at 281-28.3-2626 at least
two weeks before the date oj'the event.
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Espinoza-Fores success as a leader. Being in charge is a
that comes naturally for this second oldest of seven sib-
.A Among those is a brother with Down syndrome who in-

red her to seek a special education degree. "When I work
ith kids like my brother, they just light up my heart," says

pinoza-Flores. As the first in her family to receive a college
education, she is strongly motivated to help other minority or

disadvantaged students do the same. "You need support;
you need mentors. They are lifelines when you don't know
at to do." Espinoza-Flores received help at both the com-

ity college level and UHCL that she says was instrumen-
her success. Aided by multiple scholarships, both inter-

nal and external, Espinoza-Flores envisions a day when she
can establish a scholarship fund of her own. "With the sup-

port of the community, dreams can become reality as they
havqw me. I believe that 1, too, will be able to contribute to

helping others explore their potential, become
and achieve success." - Jean Rudnicki
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Beth Kungel Borck and Chuck Crocker (cen-
ter) assist UHCL student Trong Vo in UHCL's
Office of Career Services.

T ake a look at any top 10 list of the most stressful life cxpcricnccs and finding a job will
be on it. Whether a person is looking for a first job, contemplating switching compa-

nies or even careers, a job search can be an emotional roller coaster peppered with exhila-
rating highs or daunting lows.

Navigating a career change with the right tools, clear direction and dependable counsel
can clear a path for a smooth job search. Fortunately for UHCL alumni and students, reli-
able career help is as close as UHCL's Office of Career Services.

Imee Mantilla, a December 2004 UHCL graduate and human resources manager for
GE Sensing and Inspection Technologies in Houston, knows how much students can bene-
fit from career services. As her graduation approached, Mantilla realized that not only did
she want a professional to review her resumd but also to help develop her interviewing
skills. Mantilla had earned her bachelor's degree in the Philippines, and she wanted to
present herself as well as she could for her new interviews.

"Because I was an international student, I wanted to make sure that both my resume and
interviewing abilities were up to par with the U.S. standards for my industry," she explains.
"Having the mock interviews with career services helped me prepare for my interviews,
and I went into those meetings with a better understanding of potential employers' expec-
tations as well as with more self confidence."

Career services staff provide a wide spectrum of online and in-person services to assist
with a current active job search, to improve skills and tools that might land the next job or
to help identify the career field or industry for which a person is best suited. Alumni inter-
ested in hiring students or other alumni also may contact career services.

"The purpose of UHCL's career services is to help all alumni and students throughout
their career," says Beth Kungel Borck, career and alumni events coordinator for the Office
of Career Services. "We're not an employment agency, in that we do not place potential
candidates in jobs, but through our various services we do help members of the UHCL
community find the right job or career."

16 EGRET Fall 2008



Alumni who have discovered career ser-
vices are not only visiting the office in per-
son but also taking advantage of the many
online tools. Alumni and students can get
help determining their skills and interests,
as well as obtain information on academic
majors and careers, with an online tool
called DISCOVER: Computer-Assisted
Career Exploration. Another online tool,
the Vault Online Career Library, lets the
user research employer profiles and more
than 80 career guides.

"For example, if a person was consider-
ing a career as an actuary, he could learn
about the day-to-day activities of this type
of job, what type of schooling is necessary,
what the pros and cons of the career are
and even what personalitY is best stilted fhr
this field," says Borck.

Job seekers and career changers who feel
more comfortable working with a person
instead of a computer may attend one of
the 10 to 12 workshops offered by career
services each semester on topics such as
career exploration, salary negotiations, re-
sumd preparation, interviewing techniques
and business etiquette. One-on-one coun-
seling also is available to assist in resume
preparation and review, mock interviews
and career selection.

Kimberlie Atkins, a May 2008 graduate
employed as an associate scientist with
PROS Revenue Management, was a regular
client of career services.

"I took several workshops on topics such
as resumd writing, interviewing skills and
how to work a job fair," says Atkins. "I was
able to have one-on-one time with Chuck
Crocker of career services who not only
worked with me on fine tuning my cover
letter, but he really helped me figure out
what type of industry I was most interested
in. When I had lined up some interviews,
Chuck coached me on how to present
myself over the phone as well as how to
research potential employers."

Today, interviewing potential employees
is a major element of Mantilla's jobs, and
she knows that the counseling she received
from the Office of Career Services not only
helped her receive a job offer from GE but
also could be of benefit to fellow alumni.

"I definitely would recommend that

UHCL alumni take advantage of the coun-
seling and programs offered by career ser-
vices when they are looking for a job or
considering a career change."

I all 2008 EGRET 17



1970s
Norma Callender, '77

MA, is owner and director
of Bay Area Tutoring and
Reading Clinic, Bay Area
Family Counseling, Bay
Area Speech and Language
and co-owner and public relations director
of Gateway Foods USA and Gateway Sup-
ply Inc. in Houston.

1980s
Mary Sue Anton, '89 BA, has written a

book, "Tales Beyond the Levee: A
Mississippi River Town in History and
Legend" that will be published by the
Center for Regional History at Southeast
Missouri State University, Cape Giradeau.

Clanton Beeth, '87 BS, is a pilot for
Southwest Airlines. He lives in Phoenix,
Ariz. with his family.

Robert C. Brundrett, '86 MS and pro-
fessional teaching certificates, is the super-
intendent of schools for Texas City ISD in
Texas.

Connie B. Edwards, '85 BS, is living and
working in Saudi Arabia for Saudi Aramco.
She teaches first grade.

Gail Gregory, '88 MS, recently retired
from Galena Park ISD in Texas.

Gregory Johnson, '84 BBA, was featured
in Genentech's Avastin Patient Awareness
Program and raced in the 2008 Toyota U.S.
Open Triathlon after successfully
completing treatments for Stage IV
metastatic colorectal cancer.

Vernon D. King, '81 MA, had his biog-
raphy accepted for publication in Marquis
Who's Who in America, 2009, Who's Who
in American Education, 2009, Who's Who
in the World, 2009 and Cambridge Who's
Who, 2007-2008.

Michael McEachern, '86 MS, is presi-
dent and CEO of St. Vincent Mercy Medi-
cal Center.

Jeffrey Murrah, '84 MA, '81 BS, received
the 2007 Presidio La Bahia award from the
Sons of the Republic of Texas for the best
published book on Early Texas History for
his second book, "Texans Always Move
Them: A True History of Texas."

Susan Larson Thoburn, '83 BA, is a sig-
nature member of the Colorado Watercolor
Society, which entitles her to use the CWS
logo on paintings and rdsum6s.

Charles Wiley, '83 BS, has been named
chief of police for the city of Galveston.

Donna Adams Zemanek, '86 BS,
received an MBA from Texas A&M Univer-
sity in May 2008. She is an internal auditor
for Waco ISD and lives in Hewitt, Texas.

1990s
Lucia James Bates, '97 BBA, is the

regional classified advertising director with
Houston Community Newspapers.

Greg Brokmeyer, '94 MBA, is vice presi-
dent of operations and delivery for Tech-
stone Technology Partners LLC located in
Houston.

Maureen Koctar Cogbill, '93 BS, is case
coordinator for Project Victory at TIRR/
Memorial Hermann. She works with U.S.
soldiers who recently have returned from
fighting in Iraq.

Carol Bunch Davis, '98 MA, received
her doctoral degree in English from Univer-
sity of Southern California in June 2007
and has been promoted to assistant profes-
sor of English at Texas A&M University at
Galveston.

William Deese, '99 BA, received his
Ph.D. from University of Miami in Coral
Gables, Fla. He has taught at Houston
Community College, UHCL and Miami
Dade College's InterAmerican Campus. He
recently accepted a position at Lone Star
College in Cypress, Texas.

Melissa Dyer, '93 MBA, has relocated to
St. Louis, Mo. to accept a position with
MasterCard as a senior consultant.

Paul Goldenberg, '95 BS,
has made partner at the
law firm of Lorance &
Thompson PC, Houston.

David Goodman, '94
BS, is an engineering busi-
ness analyst with Jacobs
Engineering in Houston.

Traci Goodwin, '96 MS,
ondary teaching certificate,

'87 BA and sec-
is the new prin-

cipal at McAdams Junior High School in
Dickinson, Texas.

Gary Horlacher, '95 MS, is undergoing
training to serve as an international space
station flight director for NASA.

Michel Jackson, '98 BA, was named
Magnolia ISD 2008 Secondary Teacher of
the Year. She teaches pre-advanced place-
ment world history at Magnolia West High
School in Texas.

Stephen K. Jones Jr., '96 MHA/MBA,
is the chief executive officer at Clear Lake
Regional Medical Center.

Craig Keyser, '93 BBA, is the interna-
tional marketing director for Flame Seal
Products Inc. in Houston.

Joyce Kievit, '92 MA, has joined the
Department of History at Grand Canyon
University in Phoenix, Ariz.

Robert J. King, '95 MBA, '86 BS, mar-
ried Kathryn Cunningham on May 17.
King is the mergers and acquisitions project
manager for Universal Weather and Avia-
tion in Houston.

Matthew Legg, '99 MBA, has been
named Chevron Corporation's Manager
of Employee Relations, Compliance and
Policy in Houston.

Robin Lowe, '97 MS, '83 BS, is the prin-
cipal at Houston ISD's Pershing Middle
School.

Jason Martin, '98 BA, is
an associate in the litigation
section of Jackson Walker
L.L.P He was selected for
H Texas magazine's "Hons-
ton Professionals on ti
Fast Track."

Jason Nelson, '93 BS, has been accepted
into the Executive LL.M. in Tax program at
University of New York School of Law. He
is currently an attorney with Hogan &
Hartson LLP in Denver, Colo.

Nancy Ojeda, '96 BS, teaches for
LaPorte ISD in Texas.

Denise Birkholz Pineault, '93 MS, was
appointed ESL instruction specialist for sec-
ondary math for Pasadena ISD in Texas.

Angela Lawson Poole, '90 BS, is a tax
manager for Green & McElreath CPAs.
She lives in Alvin, Texas.

Gayla D. Rhoads, '94 BS, is the academ-
ic dean at LaMarque High School in Texas.

Darrell Robertson, '91 MS, completed
the Dept. of Commerce Executive Leader-
ship Development Program in 2007 and
was selected as the NOAA satellite director
of program planning and an

Teresa Sones, '93 MA,
'81 BA and teaching certifi
cate, is co-owner and vice
president of Gateway Sup-
ply Inc. in Houston.

Donna Starkey, '95 BS,
is the presiding judge for the city of Alvin
and was re-elected Region VIII director.

Sasha Tarrant, '96 MA, '94 BA, has
passed her Ph.D. examinations in history
at Texas A&M University. She is a
professor of history at Brazosport College.
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Troy A. Villarreal, '94 MHA/BBA, is the
president of Medical Center of Plano in
Plano, Texas.

2000s
Salene Adcock, '06 BS, is a telecommu-

nications operator for the city of Pearland,
Texas.

Nida Ajaz, '08 BBA, is an enrollment
counselor for University of Phoenix.

Kimberly Barfield,'0I BS, married Dion
McInnis on Nov. 3, 2007. The couple
resides in League City, Texas.

Gilberto Blattner, '04 MBA, is the busi-
ness operations director for Hewlett Packard.

Dana Burke, '04 BS, is managing editor
of the Bay Area Citizen in Wekr, Tel

Kelly Callender, '00 BS,
is co-owner and president
of Gateway Supply Inc. in c 1b

Houston.
Foy Curley, '04 BA is a

communications specialist
for Employee Benefit Solutions in Houston.

Keely Flom Gaertner, '07 BA, and her
husband Aaron, welcomed their daughter,
Zoie Lynn, on June 4.

Helen Fuller, '05 MA, is the executive
director for American Kinesiotherapy Asso-
ciation and instructor at University of
Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg, Miss.

Mindi Funderburg, '03 BA, is coordina-
tor of outreach and communications at
UHCL.

Dora Garcia, '05 BS, was nominated for
VOW Post 880 Teacher of the Year.

Kent B. Green Jr., '07 BS, is an environ-
mental, health and safety technologist for
Dow Chemical.

Kim Herhold, '00 MBA, '97 BS, has
been promoted to assistant director of
development in UHCL's Office of Univer-
sity Advancement.

Dora Hernandez Trevino, '05 MS, and
her husband, William, welcomed a baby
girl, Maya Elizabeth, on April 23.

Pamela Kennard, '07 MA, '04 BA, teach-
es high school history and heads the Social
Studies Dept. at Houston Can! Academy.
She recently accepted a position as adjunct
at San Jacinto College-South teaching an-
thropology.

Andrea Kersten, '08 MA, '04 BS, is a
training coordinator for CEVA Logistics.

Ginger Hilton, '04 MA, '00 BA, teaches
English at Pearland Junior High East in
Texas.

Guillermo Jacobson, '00 MS, is the
senior project manager at Robert Half
International.

Leslie Plaza Johnson, '00 MA, '92 BA, is
teaching photography as an adjunct profes-
sor at UHCL. Earlier this year, she and her
colleague, Van Edwards, participated in
FotoFest 2008 at The Arts Alliance Center
at Clear Lake.

Lori Lopez, '00 BBA, and her husband,
Michael, welcomed a baby girl, Alyssa
Rene6, on Oct. 29, 2007.

Sherry Mann, '05 BA, teaches eighth-
grade language arts at Lomax Junior High
School in LaPorte, Texas.

Michael McCormick, '04 BA, and his
wife, Amanda, welcomed their first child,
Ethan Michael on May 7. Michael is the
assistant basketball coach for varsity and
junior varsity at Brazoswood High School.
The family resides in Dickinson, Texas.

Bridget McGinty, '05 BA, works at Pasa-
dena Memorial High School in Texas.

Julie Michele Mills, '06 MA, '05 BS,
married James Brent Crowell on May 10.
She is a physical education instructor at San
Jacinto College.

Cherry Morris, '03 BS, teaches third-
grade math at Anahuac Elementary in Texas.

Bonnie Lynn Napoli, '05 BA, married
Devin Bradbery on April 26. She teaches in
Dickinson ISD in Texas.

Lori Nolen, '05 BA, married Rodney D.
Blackman III on May 3. The couple resides
in Pearland, Texas.

Lana Pigao, '04 MA, welcomed her sec-
ond child, Alec Kainoa Kiss, on May 7,
2008. She is the director of marketing and
communications at College of the Main-
land in Texas City, Texas.

Luis Ramos, '05 MS, was named one of
Galveston ISD's teachers of the year. He
works with the district's bilingual students.
He has been with the district since 1999.

Linda Julieta Reyes, '07 BS, was awarded
a 2008-09 Rotary Foundation Ambassado-
rial Scholarship for studies abroad.

Mohammad Rob, '02 MS, is An ieiue
professor at UHCL.

Anthony Salvato, '05
MA, is teaching at Lamar
State College in Port
Arthur, Texas.

Susan Serice, '08 MA,
works at The University of Texas M.D.
Anderson Cancer Center as a research assis-
tant in Houston.

Haley Stringer-Hedderick, '04 BA, and
her husband, David, welcomed their

daughter, Keira Michelle, on Nov. 28,
2007.

Carlos Vega, '01 BA, is a DNA analyst
for Harris County.

Crystal Walker, '07 BA, is teaching his-
tory at Albright Middle School in Alief,
Texas.

Andrew Wimbs, '06 MS, is assistant

principal at Ambassador's Preparatory
Academy in Galveston.

Melanie Atnip Wright, '01 BBA, is an
independent consultant for Discovery Toys.

In Memory

Gary Reece Cummings, '76 BS, passed
away in July 2008.

Susan Hillary Groves, '04 MA, '01 BS,
passed away in June 2008.

Kristi Higginbotham, '84 MS, passed
away in October 2008.

John Francis Mitchell, '78 MBA, passed
away in August 2008.

Karen Michele Morrison, '80 MBA,
passed away in June 2008.

Submityour items to Class Notes by sending an
e-mail with "Class Notes" in the subject line to
alumni@uhcl.edu or by completing the online

form at http://www.uhcl.edu/alumni. Be sure to
note yourfull name, class year and contact infor-
mation with your news item. You also may mail
your submission to Class Notes, UH-Clear Lake,

Office ofAlumni and Community Relations,
2700 Bay Area Blvd., UHCL Box 318, Houston,
TX 77058.

SUPPORT YOUR UHCL
Commemorate your UHCL expe-
rience by making a gift to your
program. You may have received
a letter from the dean of your
school detailing ways to give in
May. All gifts from first-time
annual fund donors will be
matched dollar-for-dollar. Two of
the schools are matching, too!
For more information about the
annual fund, contact Kim Her-
hold at 281-283-2036 or at
herhold@uhcl.edu. Gifts can
also be made online at http://
www.uhcl.edu/gifts.
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When UHCL alumnus Kevin Kwan showed up on

"Good Morning America" to discuss a new book he had co-authored,

"Luck: The Essential Guide," he seemed to be proof that courting luck

with mysterious incantations and special furniture arrangements could

cause the stars to align and good fortune to smile. But, as the saying

goes, there's no such luck. The grim reality behind writing a bestseller

and being on television to talk about it is as many have feared: Luck

occurs when preparation meets opportunity.

Kwan may make being a creative genius look easy, but he's worked

hard to build a career as a writer, fine art photographer and creative

consultant. His professional accomplishments include projects with

Tibor Kalman, Martha Stewart Living and The New York Times as

well as work in the permanent collection of the Museum of Fine Arts

Houston. Here he shares a few lessons learned about leading, inspir-

ing and being, well, lucky.

Leadership by any other name: As a creative con-

sultant, my clients look to me for guidance. Rather than being a lead-

er in the conventional sense and directing people to a pre-determined

outcome, my aim is to be a creative inspirer who leads team mem-

bers to exceed their own expectations. I am a writer, a photographer

and a creative consultant. Most days I feel like a juggler trying to bal-

ance my life in these different worlds. I spend a lot of time in design

meetings and strategy sessions helping teams to make their projects

better, which can include calming people down when they have

brought me in to get a challenging project back on track. One client

joked that I should get a business card printed up with the job title:

"A Calming Presence."

On the shoulders of giants: True leadership is about
breaking new ground and inspiring change. Tibor Kalman was that

kind of leader. He was a graphic designer and provocateur who revo-

lutionized the design establishment and influenced a new generation

of creative thinkers. I worked for him at M&Co, and he was a great

mentor to me. To this day, before I take on any new project, I think

of what Tibor would say. Is this worth doing? Or is it just going to

end up as landfill?

as luck .
would have it

Road to riches starts in Singapore: My childhood
in Singapore provided me with a good foundation. It was a very mul-
ticultural society, and I was exposed at a very early age to different
peoples and experiences. Moving to America at age 11 was a pro-
foundly life-altering experience, but it taught me how to adapt to a
new environment quickly.

College as life-changing experience: UHCL was

an awakening. For the first time, I met other students who were actu-
ally motivated to learn and to succeed. I met professors like John
Gorman, Gloria Morris and Jib Fowles, who really encouraged and
challenged me. UHCL also gave me the first opportunity to discover
my leadership potential. During my first semester, I also met this dy-
namo of a student leader named Simone Gets who really pushed me
to get involved in student life. Before I knew it, I was the Student
Organizations Forum representative for the Literature Club, vice
president of the Media Association, and served on the Cultural Arts
Advisory Board and the Dean of Students Advisory Board. I realized
for the first time that being involved actually made a difference.

Real luck: Running your own business is a constant challenge,
but on the whole I feel tremendously lucky. I have been able to work
with some of the most amazing and talented people in the world. I
feel that we are all capable of being leaders, especially in our own
lives. Whenever I've had to make any sort of decision, I've always
chosen the path that's more challenging, and doing this has always re-
warded me. I took a chance by coming to UHCL, by moving to New
York on a moment's notice, by doing the things I have done that have
really tested my comfort zones. But I think that is the secret to leader-
ship: You really have to step away from the crowd, take risks and
work toward creating the world you want to live in. And you have to
believe that you will be lucky!

Writer, photographer and
creative consultant Kevin
Kwan is author of "I Was Cuba"
and co-author of "Luck: The Es-
sential Guide." He graduated
from UHCL in 1994 with a
Bachelor of Arts in Media Stud-
ies and can be contacted at
www.kevinkwanprojects.com.
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Chop, lthorap byVladimir Suchdnek, 1987

The UHCL Art Exhibition will begin 2009 with a dis-
play of prints by Vladimir Such6nek. The 75-year-old
artist influenced the development of Czech art in the
latter half of the 20th century, maintaining contact with
mainstream European culture even while living under
the repression of the Communist Party. He specializes
in graphic arts, painting, book illustration, stamp
design and ex-libris prints. Widely recognized for his
color lithography technique, he was appointed a mem-
ber of the European Academy of Sciences and Arts in
Vienna, Austria. The exhibition runs Jan. 1 - March 3 1
on the second level of the Bayou Building in Atrium I.

University of Houston 6 Clear Lake
Egret
2700 Bay Area Boulevard
Houston, Texas 77058
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