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Winged Victory

The original Winged Victory (Nike of Samothrace) statue, an ancient Greek sculpture, 
is part of the art collection of the Louvre Museum in Paris. A replica of that statue was 
a gift to the College of Industrial Arts from the Senior Class of 1929. For many years, 
the statue stood as a symbol of grace, strength, and beauty on the campus. The image 
of the Winged Victory was also associated with the Armistice celebration at CIA in 
1919. With bells ringing and whistles blowing at 4:30 a.m. Denton time on November 
11, 1919, the moment of the signing of the peace accords to end World War I, 1200 
students celebrated. CIA students and faculty joined in a parade from the campus to 
the town square in the morning and then held a bonfire on campus in the evening. 
Tyranny and autocracy were symbolically burned in the fire. Afterwards the students 
joined in singing anthems of victory and celebration.

In time, wind, weather, and acts of vandalism eroded the statue that had been a part of 
the campus landscape since 1929. In 1981, Alumna Annette (Rusty) Skinner   Williams, 
TSCW Class of 1956, began a fund drive to secure a replacement of the Winged Victory 
statue. With donations from alumnae and friends of the University, the fund drive 
succeeded. In 1982, a replica of the original Winged Victory statue, secured from the 
Louvre Museum, was placed at the south entrance to Old Main.



Dedication

Marking a Trail: The Quest Continues is dedicated to the founders who believed in and fought for educational opportunities for women; to the legislators 
and governors of Texas who have for a century supported and funded the special mission of the University; to the 70,000 students who have called this 
institution their alma mater; to the thousands of faculty members who have devoted themselves to the development of students and the advancement 
of knowledge through research and creative endeavors; to the countless staff members who have worked tirelessly to make the University a place of 
purpose; to the loyal alumnae who remain the treasured allies and advocates of the University; to the citizens of Texas who take pride in their state 
university primarily for women; to community supporters in Dallas, Denton, and Harris counties; to the many donors who have shared their resources so 
that TWU could advance in the goals of teaching, research, and service, and to all those who join in the belief that the quest for excellence in education 
begun in the past century should continue into the next.
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Writing the History of TWU

Dr. Joyce Thompson, Professor of English, served TWU for seventeen 
years before her death of cancer at age 48 on February 26, 
1992. Among her many accomplishments was the authorship of 
Marking a Trail: A History of TWU, published in 1981. Marking 
a Trail traces the history of GIC, CIA, TSCW, and TWU from the 
campaign to establish a college for women in Texas through the 
Diamond Jubilee of TWU. Dr. Thompson researched the origin 
and development of TWU in the archives at Bralley Library. 
Dr. Thompson’s book has been the source of many additional 
publications and presentations, and it has been an important 
reference in the composition of the centennial history. Copies 
of Marking a Trail are available through the National Alumnae 
Association at TWU. The book is also available online at the 
TWU website: www.twu.edu. Two endowments in memory of Dr. 
Thompson have been established at TWU: the endowment for 
the annual Joyce Thompson Lecture in American Literature and 
Culture and the endowment for the Joyce Thompson scholarship 
in English.

The centennial history of TWU celebrates one hundred years of 
service. The pictorial history was directed by Dr. Phyllis Bridges, 
Professor of English, a member of the faculty for 29 years. 
Photographs from the archives of TWU as well as from donors 
reflect the history of the largest university primarily for women 
in the world. 

The team that worked together on the centennial history project included Ann McGuffin Barton, archivist; Yolanda Amador, 
secretary; Dr. Phyllis Bridges, author; Charlsa Kern and Jackie Webster, designers and computer operators. The group appears 
on the porch of the original building of TWU near the memorial plaque dedicated by Oveta Culp Hobby in appreciation of the 
faculty, staff, and students of the University.
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Preface

Toward the end of the nineteenth century, public higher education became a priority for a changing nation. With the movement from rural to industrial 
endeavors, the opening and expansion of institutions which could offer both academic and practical courses gained support. The possibility of the 
establishment of a college for girls and young women in Texas gained momentum, but the enactment of legislation to authorize and fund a public college 
took time and effort on the part of many advocates of women’s education. The debate over whether Texas should have a college specifically devoted to 
the education of women in academic and industrial subjects was played out before women gained the right to vote in Texas.  

In 1891, Representative A. J. Baker of San Angelo and Senator A. M. Carter of Fort Worth, reacting to pleas from the State Grange and Patrons of Husbandry, 
introduced bills in the Texas Legislature to establish a state college for women. The bill passed in the Senate but failed in the House. In 1897, Senator 
William J. Bailey of Tarrant County reintroduced the bill. Again the bill passed in the Senate and failed in the House. 

The Texas Federation of Women’s Clubs and the Texas Woman’s Press Association joined the effort to establish a woman’s college in Texas. Again in 1899, 
the Baker bill, redrafted by Mrs. Helen Stoddard, was introduced in the House by Judge V. W. Grubbs of Greenville. The bill failed in both the House and 
the Senate.

In 1900, the Democratic Party embraced the proposal for the establishment of a girls’ college. Representatives O. C. Mulkey and William Pearson and 
Senators E. W. Harris and Barry Miller introduced a bill in the 1901 session for the creation of a girls’ industrial college. The vote in the House was a tie. 
The vote in the Senate was also a tie. The presiding officer in each chamber broke the tie with a favorable vote for the new college. The bill was sent 
to Governor Joseph D. Sayers, who signed the legislation on April 6, 1901, to create the “Texas Industrial College for the Education of the White Girls of 
the State of Texas in Arts and Sciences.” After consideration of many proposals from communities across Texas, Denton was selected as the site of the 
history-making college.

Admission of students to state colleges in Texas at the time of the founding of the Girls Industrial College was restricted to white applicants only.  In 
1964, integration of the university came as six African American women were admitted to degree programs; in 1971, men were admitted to graduate and 
health sciences programs. In 1994, the Board of Regents authorized the admission of all qualified women and men. At the centennial, the enrollment of 
TWU includes students of many ethnicities with approximately 29% of the student body minority students and approximately 10% of the students men. 
Approximately 55% of the students at the centennial are undergraduates; about 45% are graduate students. Diversity and equality are hallmarks of the 
University at the centennial. 

Over the first hundred years of its history, the institution which began as the Girls Industrial College has, because of growth and development, changed its 
name. The name Girls Industrial School (GIC) gave way in 1905 to the name College of Industrial Arts (CIA). The name CIA was kept until 1934, when the 
name of the Texas State College for Women (TSCW) was authorized. In 1957, in recognition of the expansion of programs and facilities, the name of the 
institution became the Texas Woman’s University. TWU was the first woman’s college to advance to university status. It was also the first woman’s institution 
of higher learning to establish a research institute and the only woman’s institution invited to join the Oak Ridge consortium of research universities. 
Through one hundred years, four name changes, and ten administrations, the institution has kept its original purpose: “to provide an outstanding liberal 
education along with instruction in the practical industries of the age.” It has retained the pioneer spirit of the founders and has worked continuously for 
opportunities for women to gain degrees and to advance in the professions.

At the centennial, the university has grown from a single building and four academic departments in 1903 for an original student body of 186 students 
and 14 faculty members to four campuses in three major communities of Texas -- Dallas, Denton, and Houston -- with approximately 8500 students from 
every county of Texas as well as from many other states and countries. Over 800 faculty members serve TWU at the centennial. Students may choose from 
nearly 100 degree programs at the baccalaureate, master’s and doctoral levels. After a century of service in education primarily of women, TWU awards 
more doctoral degrees to women than any institution in the nation. TWU holds accreditation from the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools as 
well as from professional accrediting organizations such as the National League for Nursing, the American Physical Therapy Association, the American 
Occupational Therapy Association and the American Library Association, among others. With over 70,000 loyal alumni, graduates in such fields as teacher 
education, librarianship, computer and information sciences, natural and social sciences, as well as the liberal arts and health professions, TWU has 
advanced the intentions of the founders. TWU is the largest university primarily for women in the nation. With many accomplishments and barrier-breaking 
advances over a century, the quest to serve the people of the State of Texas through teaching, research, service, and community outreach continues. The 
high goals of the founders remain the guideposts for the future. From an agricultural beginning through industrial pursuits and into the electronic age, 
the Girls Industrial College/College of Industrial Arts/ Texas State College for Women/the Texas Woman’s University has been steadfast in its purposes 
and equal to the need to fulfill its mission and to provide leadership in higher education. 
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Commission to Locate the 
Girls Industrial College
The commission appointed to select the location for 
the girls’ college, which the Legislature and Gover-
nor Sayers had approved in April of 1901, traveled 
throughout the state “spying out land and discrimi-
nating the ultimate choice” (A.P. Wooldridge). After 
visits to San Antonio, Austin, Taylor, College Station, 
Waco, Walnut Springs, Dublin, Hillsboro, Denton, 
Amarillo, Greenville, Terrell, Jefferson, and Huntsville, 
the commission voted after much debate and 76 bal-
lots to choose Denton. The Denton community offered 
seventy acres of choice land and a cash bonus of 
$16,500, along with the promise to dig an artesian 
well to assure a satisfactory water supply. The Denton 
community was also found to be a place of “good 
homes, intelligent people, and an elevating moral 
and social atmosphere.” Pictured in a photo donated 
by Mrs. Lenore Waldrop, who in the 1970s became 
a regent of TWU, are the members of the locating 
commission: Rosser Thomas, J.H. Rowell,     Dr. J.B. 

Roberts, George H. W. L. Radney, J.E. Hooper, E. A. Atlee, W.D. Cleveland, R.T. Milner, Helen M. Stoddard, A.P. Wooldridge, O.B. Colquitt, and J.M. Moore. 
Several members of the locating commission became members of the original Board of Regents. The founding Board of Regents, appointed by Governor 
Sayers, included A.P. Wooldridge of Austin, Mary Eleanor Brackenridge of San Antonio, Helen M. Stoddard of Fort Worth, John A. Hann of Denton, Mrs. 
Eliza Sophia Robertson Johnson of Tyler, Rosser Thomas of Bonham, and Clarence Ousley of Fort Worth. In taking their places on the Board, Mary Eleanor 
Brackenridge, Helen Stoddard, and Mrs. Cone Johnson became the first women ever to be appointed regents of a Texas institution of higher education. 
Helen Stoddard suggested the motto for the College: “We learn to do by doing.” That quotation from Comenius is engraved on the first building.

The Cornerstone of the College
A horsedrawn wagon surrounded by men and boys of Denton County carried the 
cornerstone that was placed in 1903 in the first building on the campus.

The cornerstone inscribed with the original name of the institution, placed at 
the beginning of construction, remains in place a century afterward.
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