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Research
pays off
New precast bridge
construction method
saves time, funds
By Kathleen Jones
and John Vogel
Houston District

New technology developed
during the recent repair of the
Pierce Elevated section of
Interstate 45 in Houston will be
used in other TxDOT bridge
projects to save time and tax-
payer funds.

Building bridges in congest-
ed urban settings is becoming
more challenging for the Texas
Department of Transportation
as concerns about traffic delays
and public safety in such con-
gested construction zones
intensify. Additionally, the costs
associated with traffic control
and with disrupted traffic flow
have increased substantially.

With speed of construction
in mind, TxDOT looked for
other methods in the project to
rehabilitate the 113-span Pierce
Elevated section of 1-45. But
what appeared to be the quick-
est method was a problematic
one that required research to
solve.

That research, conducted by
the Center for Transportation
Research at the University of
Texas, cost taxpayers $289,200

See RESEARCH, Page 7
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Drive time: Corpus Christi's
David Gibson likes the view
from his '57 Chevy. Page 12
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transportation News

Straight Talk_

We're paving the way to golden opportunity

No state agency is made of money, but
Texas literally has streets paved with
gold, thanks to TxDOT pioneers.

In Montague County, it's true. Back in
1936, when the Texas Highway Department
was paving U.S. 81 and part of U.S. 287,
workers took sand for concrete from a nearby
pit. The grains of sand glistened with a

brightness that caused
some highway depart-
ment personnel to won-
der. So they sent a sam-
ple to Fort Worth for
assay. Then came the
chemist's startling
report: The sand con-
tained tiny flecks of real
gold!

The sandpit's owner
dreamed of striking it

Was Head rich, but further tests
and excavation revealed

troubling news: The gold, too deeply imbed-
ded in the sand, was impossible to mine.
Crestfallen, he returned to producing sand
for construction - a far more lucrative ven-
ture.

Eventually, the pit yielded $250,000 in
gold, all in specks no bigger than a period on
this page. Engineers at the time reckoned
that as much as $31,000 was distributed
along 39 miles of roadway - about $25,000
in U.S. 81 and $6,000 in U.S. 287. The rest
went into other local construction projects,

including concrete for several buildings. The
only reminder is a 1963 historic marker in a
roadside park just south of Ringgold on
U.S. 81, proclaiming "highways paved with
gold."

But Texas has riches in other, far more
important ways.

Richard Morehead's 1984 biography,
Dewitt C. Greer, King of the Highway
Builders, sums up the important contribu-
tions of transportation on the
state's economy - especially as
it moved from the farms to the
factories, from the country to
the big cities. "Texas did not
build the greatest system of
roads the world has ever
known because of its vibrant
economy. Rather, the state's
great economic growth
largely followed its good
roads," Morehead wrote.

Thanks to Greer, the
visionary state highway
engineer, the former Texas
Highway Department
changed the state's land-
scape, the economy and the
people. He frequently but-
tonholed legislators and
administrators to "put the .
money under the rubber,"
meaning to allocate more funds
for highway construction and

maintenance to boost the state's economy.
He pushed for a three-level program of high-
way construction: the interstate system, the
trunk line arterial system and the secondary
and feeder roads, such as farm-to-market.

By the 1980s, realizing that times had
changed, TxDOT took a broader look at
how we do business - what planners and

engineers call a multimodal approach.
Texans altered their thinking

because of the sheer com-
plexity of transportation
issues.

Today's department
is the result of 1991
legislation that com-
bined the State
Department of
Highways and Public
Transportation with
the Department of
Aviation and the
Texas Motor Vehicle
Commission.
Eventually other pro-
grams such as Auto
Theft Prevention,
trucking regulation
and Texas Turnpike
Authority moved
under the TxDOT

umbrella.
Through its unique

ES. o GOLD, Page 1.
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APRIL
1 Don't Mess with Texas Trash-Off,

Statewide, TRV
4-5 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
4-6 Herbicide Certification Training, Tyler, MNT
4-6 Herbicide Certification Training, Waco,

MNT
46 Herbicide Certification Training, Wichita

Falls, MNT
4-7 Traffic Signal Technical Workshop, Corpus

Christi, TRF
5-7 NIGP Seminar: General Public

Procurement, Dallas, GSD
11-13 Herbicide Certification Training, Dallas,

11-13 Herbicide Certification Training, Laredo,
MNT

12-14 NIGP Seminar: Intermediate Public
Procurement, San Antonio, GSD

13 Project Management and Project Delivery
for TxDOT Projects, Houston, DES

17-20 DE/DD/OD Meeting, Austin, ADM
18-20 Herbicide Certification Training, Amarillo,

MNT
18-20 Herbicide Certification Training, Childress,

MNT
21 San Jacinto Day (holiday)
25 Regional Hot Mix Paving Conference, Tyler,

CST
25-27 Herbicide Certification Training, San

Angelo, MNT
25-27 Information Systems Conference, Austin,

7 SD
27 Commission Meeting, Houston

MAY
2
3-4
345

4

Board of Directors Meeting, Austin, TTA
Bid Letting, Austin, CST
NIGP Seminar: Intermediate Public
Procurement, Dallas, GSD
Project Management and Project Delivery
for TxDOT Projects, Tyler, DES

45 NIGP Seminar: CPPB/CPPO Review, San
Antonio, GSD

10 NIGP Seminar: How to Write RFPs, Austin,
GSD

11-12 NIGP Seminar: Contracting for Services,
Austin, GSD

17-19 NIGP Seminar: Public Procurement
Management, Austin, GSD

19 NIGP Seminar: CPPB/CPPO Exam, San
Antonio, GSD

25 Commission Meeting, Austin
29 Memorial Day (holiday)

JUNE
-U Research Management Committee

Meeting, Houston, CST
5-9 16th Annual Intemal Audit Conference,

Austin, AUD
6-7 Bid Letting, Austin, CST

Got news?
Did your district newsletter run a

story you think other TxDOT employ-
ees would enjoy reading? Do you
know of a co-worker with an inter-
esting hobby? We want your story
ideas. To contribute, contact your
district public information officer.
He or she can pass it along to us.

Or you can contact Editor Lisa
Trow by phone at (512) 463-8609
or via GroupWise at LTROW.
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Training classes now on the Intranet
Courses on computer software, safety and human resources offered
By Linda L. Ribble
Public Information OfficeThanks to advanced Intranet capabili-

ties, training and continuing education
are as close and as quick as a mouse

click.
The Human Resources and Information

Systems divisions joined forces in developing
the site, where employees may access any one
of 35 Web-based courses without leaving
their offices. Using the site reduces travel and
registration costs for training.

The site is located at the Texas
Department of Transportation's url:
http://crossroads.dot.state.tx.us.

Unlike distance learning courses offered by
many college campuses, no instructors are
available for consultation or assistance, but
there also is no schedule for completing a
course nor is there a penalty for failing to
complete a course. In fact, employees may
use these courses as references without ever
completing a course, according to program
administrators.

No one will argue with Scott Burford,
director for ISD's Resource Management and
Procurement Services Section, that the
biggest benefit to TxDOT employees may be
the ability to take training without leaving
their desks. Any successfully completed
course is entered into an employee's training
record in the Career Planning Profile by pro-
viding a training coordinator with a printed
certificate of completion.

"Even employees who already know the
course material can get credit for a course by
successfully completing the pretest and print-
ing a certificate," said subject area manager
Jerry Frampton of the Technical Training
Branch in HRD's Training, Quality and
Development Section.

Some employees may use the online cours-
es for help with software questions, Burford
said. "This method may be faster than look-
ing it up in a user manual or other hard copy
documentation."

Although technical courses have been
available on the mainframe for the last eight
to 10 years, the two divisions have been

To register for computer courses:

Go to Crossroads Home Page: http://cross-
roads.dot.state.tx.us/

Select the link: Statewide Computer Based
Training

There are two PlugIns you will need to down-
load. (If the Plug-ins are already installed, you will be
taken directly to the "DPEC Select" window. If so, skip
steps 3 and 4, go to step 5). The two Plug-Ins are
"Shockwave for Authorware" and "Toolbook II
Neutron." Click on "Shockwave for Authorware."
Print the instructions. In Step 2 of the instruc-
tions, click on "click here" to get detailed instruc-
tions. Print the detailed instructions. Next, click on
"Toolbook II Neutron." Print the instructions. In
Step 2 of the instructions, click on "click here" to
get detailed instructions. Printkthe detailed instruc-
tions.

Follow the instructions to download and install
the Plug-Ins.

After the two Plug-Ins are downloaded and
installed, you will be taken to the window to register
for the courses: DPEC Select.

HEnter your computer log-on name and ID.

Click the "Sign On" button and you will be taken
to a list of courses. Select the course you want to
take.

working on the Intranet site concept for
about nine months, Burford said.

Self-registration is available for the 14
end-user courses provided by ISD and 21
technical courses provided by HRD.

End-user courses include Microsoft NT
and Microsoft Office courses (Word, Access,
Excel and Power Point), GroupWise and
Netscape Navigator. JCL, SAS, SQL and
COBOL are among the technical courses.

Six technical computer courses are only
available on the mainframe: Using Roscoe,
Using ETC, ETC Macros, Using Job RPFS,
MIS User Reporting and CRT Training.

An employee must register for the techni-
cal courses on the mainframe through a
training coordinator.

"The end-user courses are the most popu-
lar," Burford said. "Most of the other main-

frame (technical) courses now can be
accessed (through) the Intranet."

The most popular courses on the main-
frame are Roscoe and Job Processing RPFS,
said program administrator Eugene Rios in
HRD's Technical Training Branch of TQD.

Rios is responsible for registering employ-
ees for the mainframe courses, and issuing
certificates to those who successfully com-
plete them.

"Last year, about 200 employees took
advantage of the CRT mainframe courses,
many of which are currently on the Intranet,"
he said. "Unfortunately, they (Roscoe and Job
Processing RPFS) are only available on the
mainframe CRT- type terminal."

As of March 14, online course registration
figures indicate more than 1,600 employees
are in various stages of completing courses,
according to information systems analyst
James Pennington of ISD.

TQD contracts the technical courses for
$52 per user through the Texas Department
of Information Resources, Frampton said.

"A TxDOT employee may take as many
courses as she or he wishes," he said.

"We have contracted for 230 users for this
year.

HRD plans to add several technical cours-
es, including an introductory course demon-
strated by a consultant at a recent TQD-
sponsored Computer Based Training Open
House, Frampton said.

The introductory course explains how to
use course features, such as navigating and
bookmarkers, for instance.

Many of 111 employees who attended the
recent open house in Austin learned about
various features as they watched and quizzed
a consultant from the vendor who supplies
software containing the courses, said
Frampton, the event's planner.

The cost for providing end-user courses to
8,500 users was about $58,000, according to
Burford. ISD purchased the courses from a
Columbus, Ohio, company specializing in
development of self-paced computer-based

U See COURSES, Page 11

TxDOT adds wildflower information to hotline
By Mark Cross
Public Information Office

The search for the best wildflower loca-
tions along Texas highways is about to get
easier.

The Texas Department of Transportation
added wildflower location information to its
hotline last month. The toll-free hotline,
(800) 452-9292, will provide callers with
information on the best locations for wild-
flowers along the state's 79,000-mile highway
system.

TxDOT's maintenance personnel around
the state provide the update with help from
cities, chambers of commerce and park offi-
cials.

Predictions for this spring's crop of wild-

flowers are not as optimistic as they have
been in recent seasons. "Because of the dry
summer and fall season of 1999, it's likely
that this won't be one of the state's best wild-
flower seasons, but early blossoms have
already been spotted around the state," said
Herb Neimann, TxDOT's director of land-
scape design.

"Late spring-blooming flowers could pro-
vide the roadsides with more color than the
early spring flowers depending on spring rain
levels," Neimann said.

TxDOT maintenance personnel assist
nature by sowing 60,000 pounds of wild-
flower seeds along Texas highways each year.

Where there is no impact to motorists'
safety, TxDOT may also delay mowing the

right of way in many areas around the state
to allow for growth and reseeding of wild-
flowers.

TxDOT's wildflower program not only
helps Texas highways look good, but also
reduces the cost of maintenance and labor by
encouraging the growth of native species that
need less mowing and care.

Another place to view Texas' wildflowers is
in Texas Highways' April issue. A TxDOT
publication, the annual wildflower issue fea-
tures colorful photographs of bluebonnets,
poppies, Indian paintbrushes and more from
around the state.

The magazine hit newsstands last
month. *
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News You Can Use

To YOUR HEALTH

Drivers: Use caution
with antihstamines

You hear the message over
and over: Don't drink and drive.

But there's another danger to
drivers and equipment opera-
tors - antihistamines.

Antihistamines are medicines
that help stop the symptoms
caused by allergies. Most anti-
histamines that must have a
prescription are the nonsedating
type, says the American
Academy of Family Physicians.
That means they won't make
you sleepy. The last over-the-
counter antihistamine you used
probably made you sleepy.
Therefore, nonsedating medi-
cines are better for people who
work with machinery or drive
cars.

You shouldn't take prescrip-
tion antihistamines and certain
other prescription drugs -
such as erythromycin, itracona-
zole (brand name: Sporanox) or
ketoconazole (brand name:
Nizoral) - at the same time.

Your pharmacist can tell you
what medicines you shouldn't
take with a prescription antihis-
tamine. If you aren't sure, ask
the pharmacist or your doctor
before taking another medicine.

You should never share a
prescription medicine with
another person. Your doctor has
examined you and has picked a
medicine that is right for your
problem. Some antihistamines
can cause serious side effects if
they are given to people who
are taking another medicine or
who should not take antihista-
mines for another reason.

Get immediate help
for some symptoms

Not every cut needs stitches,
nor does every burnrequire
advanced medical treatment.

Call 9-1-1 or the local hospi-
tal for help with symptoms such
as these listed by the American
College of Emergency
Physicians:

Chest pain lasting two
minutes or more

Uncontrolled bleeding

Sudden or severe pain

Coughing or vomiting
blood

Difficulty breathing,
shortness of breath

Sudden dizziness, weak-
ness or change in vision

Severe or persistent vomit-
ing or diarrhea

Change in mental status
(e.g., confusion, difficulty wak-
ing).

FIRE DEATH PREVENTION

Follow strict guidelines to avoid becoming workplace statistic

Each year about 300 Texans
die in fires. But this number
describes only part of the prob-
lem:

During the Viet Nam war
years, more people died in fires
in the United States than in the
hostilities.

Children under 4 years old
and senior citizens 65 years old
and older are twice as likely to
die in fires as any other age
group.

At least three-fourths of all
fire deaths occur in residential
fires.

You can make a difference
when it comes to fire safety. The
very nature of equipment and
materials in maintenance shops,
industrial and commercial work
areas present many hazards.

Here are some guidelines to
help prevent fires in your work
area:

Monitor all electrical
equipment, power lines and
wiring carefully. Short circuits
and ground faults are the second
leading cause of commercial fires
after arson. Be very cautious of

Using a fire extinguisher

There is a simple acronym
to remember to operate most
fire extinguishers - PASS.
PASS stands for Pull, Aim,
Squeeze, and Sweep.

Pull the pin at the top of
the cylinder. Some units
require the releasing of a lock
latch or pressing a puncture

potential damage to wiring and
possible overloaded circuits.

Maintain all mechanical
and electrical equipment proper-
ly. Follow manufacturers' guide-
lines in operating, maintaining
and repairing equipment to re-
duce the risk of fire from
mechanical failures.

Be very careful with heat
sources, such as welding and cut-
ting torches, hot equipment, and
discarded cigarettes and matches.
Always be aware of nearby com-
bustible materials, and clear the
area before you start. Follow
proper procedures as recognized

lever. Aim the nozzle at the
base of the fire.

Squeeze or press the handle.
Sweep the contents from

side to side at the base of the
fire until it goes out. Shut off
the extinguisher and then
watch carefully for a rekin-
dling of the fire.

by trade standards or employer
guidelines.

Use all proper precautions
with all flammable liquids, espe-
cially gasoline, paint and sol-
vents. Store all flammable liquids
properly. Use air-tight metal cab-
inets and lock them if necessary.

Be sure all fueling equip-
ment, such as gasoline pumps,
are in good condition. When
using any flammable liquid, fol-
low proper procedures as recog-
nized by trade standards or
employer guidelines. *

Conduct safety meetings that work
Are your safety meetings

effective? Are you meeting the
safety objective discussed? Are
the results measurable? It is
important to evaluate your safety
meetings regularly to determine
what works best and what could
be improved.

This can be done in several
ways. Listed below are sugges-
tions on how to improve safety
meetings.

Selfevaluation
After each meeting, review it

objectively. Was the meeting well
organized? Was the group atten-
tive? Did they ask questions and
participate? How did they
respond to the audiovisual com-
ponents? Was the meeting the
right length? Too long? Too
short? Was the meeting room a
good choice for the purpose?

On4he-job evaluation
Equally important, evaluate the
results back on the job. Are
employees using the methods
and procedures covered in the
meeting? Is there an improve-

ment in safety, a reduction in
accidents?

Participant evaluation
You may want to provide

employees with anonymous
questionnaires at each meeting
or on the overall program. Ask
what they liked and didn't like
about the content, presentation,
length, etc. Ask if they feel they
mastered the subject, if it was
applicable to them on the job,
etc.

Tests
A test is the best way to find

out if the safety meeting did the
job of transferring the informa-
tion. (Whether it gets used is
another question.) You might do
informal "tests" on the job sever-
al weeks after the meeting. Ask a
worker to perform a procedure
that you covered or to describe
the key information on a label,
etc.

Costs
Put cost in a positive light.

Compare the cost of not having

such meetings. Safety meetings
can lead to demonstrable savings
in such areas as workers' com-
pensation, insurance, and lost
time due to accidents, productiv-
ity, etc.

Such documentation (specific
to each district, division and
overall department savings) will
make all parties feel better about
the program.

Use all these evaluations, as
well as feedback from employees,
other supervisors, safety profes-
sionals and managers who
attended the meeting, to help
improve future safety sessions.

The most important result is
whether the meeting improved
actual on-the-job safety.

Resource information was
obtained from the Safety
Meetings Handbook, Volume 1.
Business and Legal Reports,
Inc. *

For more information and
resources regarding safety meetings
contact the OCC Division, Safety
and Industrial Hygiene Section.

por,
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A Day In The Life

'Mistake ' becomes boon for Tyler HRO
I n late August 1967, Rose Aune was look-ing for a job because she wanted to buya

washer and dryer.
When the employment counselor at the

Texas Employment Commission sent her to
interview with the highway department,
Aune planned to work a short time. So she
quickly accepted the secretarial job offered by
Charles H. Reasonover, Tyler district admin-
istrative engineer.

"The lady at the TEC told me I was mak-
ing the biggest mistake
of my life," Aune said,
"in taking the first job
I was offered. But
now I realize it was the
best decision I ever
made."

Her humble begin-
ning as a relief secre-
tary in the accounting
office was the first step
in Aune's 32-year
career as the Tyler
District human
resource officer, a job

she says she enjoys doing more than anything
else she's ever done.

"I had no idea what the highway depart-
ment did," she admitted. "I kept looking for
all the troopers in uniform, but I never saw
any. All I saw were bright yellow vehicles,
and I knew highway patrolmen didn't drive
yellow vehicles.

"I stayed confused until another employee
told me what the highway department did as
compared to the Department of Public
Safety," she ended with a chuckle.

une came to work at the beginning of
a fiscal year and spent her two weeks
typing distribution for the dreaded

inventory.
"Only the folks who have been here quite

a few years will remember distribution," she
said. "That was before the days of copiers, so
we used carbon paper and onion skin.
Copiers have to be a major turning point for
this department."

Aune knew deep in her heart that she
wanted to work directly with employees. She
soon got her wish. At the end of the two
weeks, the assistant district engineer needed
a secretary, and Aune got the job. At the
same time, the accounting employee who
handled personnel retired, and Aune got
these duties added to her workload.

"I worked for George Wall (then assistant
district engineer) until his appointment as
Lubbock District Engineer," she said. "Mr.
Wall was my mentor, and every day was a
learning experience. He was always teaching
me something about building roads."

At the same time Wall departed for West
Texas, the position of secretary to the district
engineer opened, and Aune took that job.
But in 1981, Aune's life really changed,
thanks to an administrative decision. Then-
Tyler District Engineer Wilson Potter deter-
mined that personnel matters warranted a
full-time employee.

"Yes, I became 'one of those people'- a
secretary who became a human resource offi-

Tyler District human resources officer Rose Aune, center, meets with Tyler District Director of
Administration Glenn Green, left, and Tyler District Engineer Mary Owen.

cer," she said. "But the exception in my case
was that I had been performing personnel-
related duties for a number of years."I 1982, Potter retired, and Bobby Evans

became Tyler District Engineer with,
according to Aune, an even greater vision

for human resources. He saw a separate sec-
tion with several employees handling human
resource issues.

"I now truly felt that I was finally in a
position to do what I always wanted to do,"
she said, "and that was to take care of the
needs of employees."

She boasts that Tyler was the first district
to have a human resource section. The idea
caught on fast, with Dallas jumping next on
the bandwagon. The Dallas District asked
Aune to help them organize its efforts.

"We are also the first district to start an
employee assistance program (EAP)," she
continued. "When the department heard
about it, they assigned a committee to devel-
op statewide standards for EAP. I was proud
to serve on that committee."

She was prouder still of the program's
first-year statistics that showed sick leave had
decreased 10 percent.Today, Aune supervises five employees

who do it all: recruiting, training,
employee benefits, classification, the

switchboard and employee relations (EAP,
substance abuse, incentive awards). She
firmly believes that the growth of human
resources adds benefits not just to TxDOT
employees but to the traveling public as well.

"Of course, I think my HR staff is the
best," she said. "They do all of the things I
used to do, plus a whole lot more. I try to
lead by getting out of their way. They know
that in HR things can't be wrong.

"Salaries can't be wrong; Social Security
numbers can't be wrong," she continued.
"We wouldn't like it if we weren't paid our
correct salaries."

Aune just wants to make sure Tyler
District employees are getting the best the
district has to offer. "I hope they all know
that everything I've done I've tried to do

with their best interests at heart. I've learned
that helping people doesn't always mean
telling them yes."

Tyler District Engineer Mary Owen said
she felt extremely fortunate to have Aune as
the HRO. "She's the best," Owen said. "Her
expertise goes without saying. She's very
considerate of employees, able to externalize
and look outside herself for solutions to
problems."

Glenn Green, director of administration,
calls Aune "Tyler's policewoman. In her own
pleasant way, Rose ensures all the HR poli-
cies are followed."

Aune doesn't mind her reputation for
going by the book. "I'd rather be respected
than win popularity contests," she affirmed.

n her spare time, Aune works on her
cross-stitching; takes care of her cat
Tiger, dog Missy and parrot Tooter; does

water aerobics and may learn to swim; plans
with her husband Don for their retirement
home in nearby Lindale; and teaches defen-
sive driving at a local driving school. She
and Don also teach a 4-year-old class at
Green Acres Baptist Church.

"We've taught Sunday school from sixth
grade on down," she said. "I love it. I've
learned right along with the children."

As for the dream retirement house -
well, the Tyler District can breathe easier.
That's not for awhile yet.

"When people ask me why I don't retire,
my answer is always the same," Aune shared
with me. "Why retire when I enjoy what I'm
doing now. I don't have to retire to enjoy
myself.

"If I ever get to the point where I feel
that, for whatever reason, I am not able to
help others, then that's when I'll retire."

Rose, I may not be Connie Chung, but
I've got a news flash for you - you're going
to be an awfully old lady when that day
comes.*

E s e

Eloise Lundgren
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LONG WAY FROM HOME
Engineers from China come to Dallas District for on-the-job training
By Montrose Cunningham
Dallas DistrictAlmost every TxDOT

employee is familiar with
the idea of going to train-

ing class.
Sometimes the class is in the

same district, sometimes in
another city and some may have
even gone to other states for
training.

It's not often, however, that
one travels to another country for
training, but that's just what two
young engineers from China
have done. Fukat Yibulayin, 35
and Serik, 32 are from the
Xingjiang Province in west
China and recently got a feel of
what life is like out on the Texas
roads.

The World Bank has invested
in two construction projects in
the Xingjiang Province and the
training requires the men to
travel throughout the United
States to study how highway and
other types of projects are con-
structed.

This training is vital because
the province's highway system is
only nine years old and the bu-
reau that manages it was estab-
lished in 1995.

Their training began in
August 1999 in Kansas where

_ -
] w

Highway engineers from the Xinglang Province in China pour samples
Into beam boxes on a construction site In the Dallas District. The engi-
neers were in Texas as part of a training tour of the United States.

the engineers studied English for
several months. After arriving in
Dallas in late February they
spent six weeks on the Dallas
District's U.S. 75 project on
Renner Road.

The work consisted of adding
a new overpass as well as on- and
off-ramps near the busy area
known as the telecom corridor.

Bing Wang of the district
design section served as their
guide and interpreter while the
engineers were in Dallas.
Yibulayin, a 35-year-old chief
inspector, said he noticed simi-
larities and differences in proce-
dures used in the United States
and China.

"I've noticed that the design

process is a little more thorough
here and also the process of right
of way acquisition," he said.
"However, management style as
well as the actual construction
process is quite similar."

One major difference he's
noticed is the effect the weather
has on construction.

"In China there are four or
five months out of the year that
no construction can be done. It's
extremely cold and the ground is
covered with ice and snow,"
Yibulayin said.

"Here you can do construction
almost all year long."

The Xingjaing Province has a
population of approximately 10
million people who live in an
area of 1.6 million square kilo-
meters. But congestion is not a
factor in highway construction.

"We don't really have a rush
hour and there are fewer vehi-
cles, so congestion isn't really a
problem."

After leaving Dallas in April,
the two will return to Kansas in
to study airport construction.
They will proceed to several
other states to continue their
studies. *

FIRST PERSON

Novel by Wichita Falls employee wins co-worker's praise
By Angella Thomason
Wichita Falls District

Have you ever had a friend
who kept saying he was
going to do something

and you kept waiting, and wait-
ing, and waiting?

Eventually you begin to
believe that it makes for nice
conversation, but you're pretty
sure that it's all talk. Well, there
you have the background on the
"book" that Jim Black, district
lab supervisor, had promised for
years. It wasn't until just before
Christmas that I had to give any
thought to the notion that he
really might put his story on
paper.

Once Black started using
words like "self-published" and
"cover stock" and "price including
tax," it really started to sink in -
Jim Black was an author.

Then I began to hope and
pray he had some talent, that the
book would be something I
could get through and manage to

1

find something nice to say about
when I finished.

At first glance, There's A River
Down In Texas is impressive
looking. The cover photography
is fitting. Black scouted the loca-
tion and shot the picture himself.
At least I could say something
nice about the cover!

The book had some heft -

but not too thick. The introduc-
tory page starts, "We all have a
story to tell." Black began to
prove that he certainly did!

Within the first few pages, I
was hooked. I was there in the
barbershop, in the diner and all
the places that Black's journey
took me. I started recognizing
the guys he ran around with. I
nearly fell over laughing at the
image of the James Dean
wannabes going down the road
on scooters, but I was so glad to
get to ride along. I took pleasure
when the nice guys finally had
their turn. It was wonderful to
go back to a place where every-
one took life a little slower -
waiting for rain so the river
would rise.

Black takes seemingly
insignificant everyday events and
puts them together in a story
that is at times hilarious and at
others heartwarming.

At one page, I was laughing;
the next found me reaching for a

tissue. Although the book con-
sists of many stories, love is the
thread that ties the tale together.

The only thing I'd like better
than reading the book would be
to get a pole, head to the river
and have Harley and Sam join
me.

Since the first edition came
out, the cover has been revised to
include words of praise from
Larry McMurtry, author of such
novels as Lonesome Dove.

Black's book is available
through the author, 4809
Windsong Drive, Wichita Falls,
TX 76310.

I'm glad I finally met them,
and I sure enjoyed their compa-
ny. Thanks, Jim, for the intro-
duction - and congrat-
ulations! *

Angelia Thomason is training
coordinator in the Wichita Falls
District. Send your FIRST PER-
SON submissions to Editor Lisa
Trow.
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San Angelo employee hunts big game
By Patsy Rainwater Maddux
San Angelo DistrictBen Mittel is planning on adding sever-

al trophies to his collection. This
Sonora Area Office sportman's efforts

began in August when he headed south -
all the way to South Africa to hunt antelope
and other wild game.

Mittel is expecting a South African taxi-
dermist to ship his eight trophies, including
six from the antelope family, one warthog,
and one porcupine.

In August Mittel hunted on the ranch of
Erik Visser that included 4,000 acres owned
by the rancher, plus 100,000 acres of "con-
cession" or leased land. This was the second
trip for Mittel and his brother Keith to
South Africa. Their first wild game excursion
to this country was in April 1999.

The Texans felt at home at the Visser
ranch, not only because the terrain was simi-
lar to the typical ranchland of West Texas
but also because of the hospitality of the
South Africans.

"They are as friendly as the people in
West Texas," Mittel said. "They go out of
their way to be helpful." His brother had
arranged the hunting trip after meeting the
South African rancher at a wild game trade
show in Houston.

Another similarity between the two coun-
tries that Mittel experienced was the winter

.1 I
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Ben Mittel of the San Angelo District poses with one of his wild game kills at ranch In South
Africa. Mittel Is collecting eight trophies from his last trip.

weather. While Mittel left home during
some of the highest temperatures of the
summer, he scheduled his hunting trip dur-
ing the South African winter time. Like a
typical West Texas winter, he experienced a
range of extremes, from near-freezing tem-
peratures to balmy highs of 75 degrees.

Not every day of the two weeks of vaca-
tion was spent hunting. For three days the

engineering technician traded his gun for a
camera, exploring the animals in the Kugger
National Park.

Except for the 17-hour non-stop plane
ride from Miami to Johannesburg, Mittel
described his vacation as "enjoyable" and "real
laid back." In fact, Mittel's vacation was so
enjoyable, he said, that he plans to return this
summer and hopefully every other year. *

RESEARCH
Continued from Page 1

to perform, the equivalent cost of three days
of construction on Pierce Elevated at approx-
imately $100,000 a day.

Even conservatively figured, the rest of the
savings to road users on this one project
exceeded the total cost of TxDOT's $18 mil-
lion Research Program in 1999.

The critical piece of equipment developed
for the project, precast bent caps, meant
faster construction, less risk associated with
construction zone traffic control and traffic
detours and maintained or improved quality
control. On this project, the use of precast
bent caps to speed up construction resulted
in the last incentive ever paid by TxDOT to
a private contractor.

The final design of the precast bent caps
and detailing standards are currently under
final revision. Draft copies could be made
available to other departments of transporta-
tion, TxDOT design experts said.

Problem
Use of a conventional TxDOT bridge sys-

tem on the Pierce Elevated, consisting of a
precast superstructure and cast-in-place sub-
structure, would have required in excess of a
year and a half to complete construction.
Since user delay costs were estimated at
greater than $100,000 a day in urban
Houston, TxDOT bridge designers decided
to try using precast bent caps as a means to
speed up construction.

Two problems were associated with using
precast bent caps. One, no comprehensive
design methodology existed for beam-to-col-
umn connections. Two, none of the products
available completely satisfied cost-effective-

Construction on the Pierce Elevated Section of Inter
state 45 was completed In less time and at a lower cost
because of the use of unconventional precast elements
developed through a joint research project.

ness and constructability demands as a com-
plete system. Also, in order to be competitive
with cast-in-place construction, the proposed
precast bent cap connections had to be com-
patible with conventional bent cap reinforce-
ment details. Any deviation from conven-
tional bent cap steel detailing would make
the project more expensive.

Solution
The Pierce Elevated project motivated
TxDOT to let a research contract with the
Center for Transportation Research at the

University of Texas at Austin.
The research study had three

major objectives: to develop pre-
liminary details for connecting
precast bent caps to cast-in-place
concrete columns and precast tres-
tle piles; to evaluate full-scale spec-
imens in the laboratory; and to test
full-scale bents in the field by a
highway contractor.

Working closely with the
TxDOT bridge designers and con-
tractors, researchers were able to
precast bent caps that worked with
standard connections. Contractor
Champagne Webber, Inc., success-
fully built and tested two full-scale
bents using the details developed
in the laboratory.

Application

The use of these precast bent
caps allowed the job to be com-
pleted in 95 days, rather than the
548 days that conventional con-
struction would have taken. For
this notable time reduction the
contractor, Traylor Brothers, Inc.,
received the largest incentive
award ever paid in Texas - $1.2

million.

Using this technology, it is feasible to con-
struct a single span bridge in days instead of
weeks or months.

TxDOT is working on a plan to use pre-
cast bent caps on a large project on Interstate
35 that will require 200 similar bents and a
project in West Texas where delivery of con-
crete to the job site is a problem. The imple-
mentation plan includes monitoring of the
project by the researchers, documentation of
the work, and reporting of the results.*
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Frequently sked uestions

Is it illegal to pick a bluebonnet?

Answer: It's no longer illegal to pick the state flower. But it is illegal to trespass on pri-
vate property, so be careful where you pick flowers. Even if it's legal, though, it's not a
good idea to pick wildflowers. Picking them deprives others of the pleasure of viewing
them, and it deprives the area of the seeds the dying plants shed, which will become
next year's blossoms. Taking photos of the flowers is better, but be careful of traffic
and make sure you park your car legally before getting out to look at the wildflowers.

PHOTOS BY

TxDOT's Travel Division
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? When is the best
time to catch
wildflowers in bloom?
Answer: The first flowers typically appear in late March,
usually reaching their peak in mid April. Forecasting the
blooming season is an iffy thing. It depends on the
region's temperatures as well as the amount of rainfall.

1 Where is the best
place to see them?

Answer: The best stands of springtime flowers are
located near Brenham in the Bryan District, the Yoakum
District (east of San Antonio) and along the Hill
Country's Willow City Loop in the Austin District. Other
scenic routes include U.S. 290, Texas 105, Farm-to-
Market Road 1155 and Farm-to-Market Road 50.
Washington County, another prime scenic spot, cele-
brates its bluebonnets with an annual festival in
Chappell Hill the first weekend in April. Although the
Panhandle isn't much on spring flowers, the area blooms
with verbena and Indian blanket in the summer.

Who plants these

wildflowers?
Answer: In the districts, landscape architects or other
maintenance personnel are responsible for sowing wild-
flowers seeds along state-maintained highways. Usually,
seeding is conducted in September or October.
Depending on the budget for wildflower seeds, some dis-
tricts contract the seeding. About 60,000 pounds of
wildflowers are planted statewide.

w 9

Why are Texas highways
full of wildflowers?

Answer: In the earliest days of the highway department,
engineers and road crews realized that wildflowers made
new roads look appealing to the communities and helped
with public relations. The advantage as tourist attraction
became apparent later with more leisure travel. The depart-
ment's wildflower program officially began in 1934, but
there were other programs. In 1929 the department offi-
cially recognized a "beautification heritage," which first sig-
nified awareness for highway beautification in Texas. In
1965, the Federal Highway Beautification Act was passed.

so

Where can I find out more

about wildflowers?
Answer: Call TxDOT's Wildflower Hotline at (800) 452-9292.
TxDOT also offers a free "Wildflowers of Texas" brochure. To
receive the brochure, write F?0. Box 14929, Austin, TX 78714-
9249. Information is also available from the Lady Bird Johnson
Wildflower Center, 4801 La Crosse Boulevard in Austin. The center
is located east of Loop 1 (MoPac) 15 minutes south of downtown.
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Letters
1-30 improvements 'awesome'

I pray that somehow these comments will
be passed on to everyone involved in the
expansion and improvements of Interstate 30
between Rockwall and Interstate 635.

I don't know who the chief officers in the
Texas state highway construction department
are. I don't know who the major people are
who helped them with the improvements. I
don't even know any of the many hard work-
ing people who actually supervised and did
the heavy, heavy construction work!

But I do know that you all have done a
wonderful thing! Your plans and work on the
improvements and widening of 1-30 in our
area is awesome, so beautiful and pleasant to
drive!

It is such an improvement for my com-
mute and the commute of others in this area.
I am so grateful and thankful for all the time,
taxes, energy, sweat and planning that went
into such a beautiful, safe and efficient con-
struction of a portion of a highway in Texas.

One of the biggest things I have noticed is
how well and easy you planned the entrances
and exits in the whole area, especially getting
on and off of 1-635! WOW, what a big
improvement! I pray that God will bless
every person from the top to the very bottom
of the organization for the superb workman-
ship. I'm a very satisfied Texas taxpayer and
citizen living in Rockwall.

Velma Jean Cole
Rockwall

El Paso employees rescue motorists
My wife and I are writing to let you know

you have two great men working for the
transportation department.

The engine on our van went out recently.
We had been on the side of the road for
about 2 1/2 hours trying to get someone to
stop. We were so grateful when Clay Monroe
and Sam Jackson stopped to help us. They
took their time to call a wrecker service for
us and make sure we were going to be OK.

Please tell Monroe and Jackson we thank
them so very much for helping us.

Mr. and Mrs. Virgil Collins
El Paso

SamuelF (Sam) Jackson and Henry C. (Clay)
Monroe work as engineering technicians in the Iraan
Maintenance Section, Odessa District.

MCD's customer service lauded
I would like to commend your employee,

Arcy Sierra, for a job well done. She gave me
prompt and courteous service. In addition,
she solved my problem in a timely manner.
At a time when people tend to give other
people problems, it is exceptionally nice to
encounter a person who solves problems.

Marilyn L. Crowe
El Paso

Arcy Sierra works as a registration officer in the
Commercial Vehicle Operations Branch, Motor Car-
rier Division.

TxDOT employee praises Laredo crew
I was on my way to the Texas Parks and

Wildlife Chaparral Management Area near
Artesia Wells recently to attend a meeting
with the biological resources management
staff of the Environmental Affairs Division

and fellow environmental coordinators from
the South Texas area when I literally ran into
a problem. As I was coming out of Los
Angeles, I hit a deer, causing some body
damage that put my truck out of commis-
sion.

Within a minute or so later, a truck came
down the road, and as it approached I
noticed it was a TxDOT truck. The driver
pulled over and asked if I needed any help.

I was driving my own truck, so the driver
did not know until I told him that I was a
TxDOT employee.

I let him and his crew know that I was
supposed to be in a meeting at Chaparral in
about an hour. They radioed in to the
Cotulla Maintenance Office and told them
what had happened.

William Boatwright came out to pick me
up and took me to a body shop in Cotulla
where I made arrangements to get my truck
hauled in and repaired, and he then took me
to the meeting. When the meeting was over,
Boatwright arranged for a gentleman to pick
me up and take me back to the body shop in
Cotulla, where I got my truck and drove it
back into Yoakum that evening.

The story itself is not that incredible, but
the manner in which William Boatwright
and his maintenance crew acted in helping
someone in need is certainly worth acknowl-
edging, and the reason for this letter. Please
express my thanks to Bill and his crew for all
they did.

Bryan Ellis
Environmental Coordinator
Yoakum District

William A. Boatwright is the maintenance super-
visor in the Laredo District. Luis Flores Jr., Isidoro
Sierra, Aurelio Rios Jr., and Casey Gilpin work as
maintenance technicians while Ricardo G. Thomas is
an engineering assistant. Isabel De La Rosa is the
assistant supervisor, and Carolyn B. Murdoch is an
office technician.

'ft's people who make the difference'
We moved from our hometown of Austin

to El Paso six years ago. Although we miss
the rivers, lake and the greenery, we love our
new hometown. El Paso has wonderful
attractions: Mexico, mountains and sunsets
painted by God. These things more than
make up for what we left.

However, the best part of El Paso is its

people. This was reinforced to my family
when my daughter's vehicle hit a piece of a
forklift that had fallen from a truck onto
Interstate 10. Fortunately, other than being
emotionally distraught, she was not injured.

When I approached her car, a gentleman
named Greg who witnessed the mishap was
comforting her. Greg and other people
stopped traffic and moved the large metal
object from the roadway. Soon a courtesy
patrol arrived and changed the flat tire that
resulted from the accident. "Kind" and "help-
ful" only begin to describe the courtesy
patrol. On behalf of my family, I would like
to thank these individuals.

El Paso, remember, it's the people who
make the difference.

Jan Holland
El Paso

Courtesy patrol members Roman Gonzalez and
Jose Mendez arrived on the scenefirst and changed

the flat tire. Fellow courtesy patrol members Gloria
Carbajal and Rick Quintana also arrived on the
scene and provided other assistance to the family. All
employees work in the El Paso District office.

My husband and I were in Austin travel-
ing on Interstate 35 South when, in the mid-
dle of traffic at exit 277, Yankee Road, our
rental car died. After passing us, Tony S.
Krauss, Aviation Division, realized we were
having difficulties and returned to assist us.
He made numerous phone calls on his cellu-
lar phone to the car rental company. The
rental company finally agreed to send a car,
but stated it would take more than two hours
to reach us. It was very cold. Krauss refused
to leave us there waiting and made the offer
to take us to the Austin-Bergstrom
International Airport to get the replacement.
After confirming everything was OK, Krauss
then took us back to 1-35 to send us on our
way.

Krauss was unaware I am a kidney trans-
plant recipient and taking medication on a
timely basis is very important. He turned
what could have been a very nasty experience
for us into a pleasant one. As we drove away,
we both felt we were leaving a friend.

Louisa C. and William A. Long
Reading, Pa.

Tony S. Krauss is an airport project manager.

Mother praises TxDOT Web site
The following was received through

TxDOT's Web site:
What a wonderful state Internet site you

have! Julie Steger over in licensing helped me
find your site. My son has a state project, and
he picked Texas. He needed to find a picture
of Texas license plates. Your Kids Page with
its search engine worked great. We have lots
of pictures now. You folks out there are real
nice at helping us. I just want to thank you
and whoever put together your web site.

Mary Kay Shanley

Corsicana employee 'courteous'
This letter is to tell you how much we

appreciate the great job Doug Fraley did
recently when he helped us with our car. We
were on our way to Houston from Dallas,
about 10 miles from Corsicana when our tire
blew out. We were in the process of calling

for help when his truck pulled up behind us.
Fraley changed the tire and led us to
Corsicana so that we could buy a new tire.
That not only saved time, but made us feel
safe in an unfamiliar environment. It is nice
to meet someone these days who is courteous
and willing to go that extra mile to help
someone.

In my opinion, he could have done much
less for us and still fulfilled his responsibili-
ties. The department of transportation is cer-
tainly fortunate to have employees like him. I
can't tell you how much we appreciate meet-
ing him. Please thank him again for us.

H.B. Sorrells
Dallas

Doug Fraley is a maintenance technician in the
Dallas District.
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organization, TxDOT links
cities, businesses, recreational
areas, citizens and tourists with
more than highways because we
humans are a restless species:
we drive, we walk, we ride, we
pedal, we fly, we ferry.
Highways, airports, buses,
bridges, waterways and railway
planning are now all covered
under TxDOT.

Our concerns go far beyond
roads and facilities. Spurred by
federal transportation legisla-
tion, we are looking at estab-
lishing policies for integrated
systems, developing alternative
funding sources, grappling with
thorny environmental and con-
servation issues, understanding
the complicated economic
effects of how goods travel from
one point to another, adopting
new technologies and, most
important of all, meeting cus-
tomer needs. Our customers
include everyone - taxpayers
and lawmakers, residents and
visitors, children and adults, the
able-bodied and the physically
challenged.

States such as Virginia,
California, New Jersey, New
York and Florida unite trans-
portation services, but none has
the size ad scope of 

T exas.

Other states - Arizona,
Colorado, Montana, Oregon,
Minnesota and Alaska - have
developed multimodal planning
Web sites.

This multimodal approach
takes time, know-how and
money. When Greer began as a
state highway engineer in 1940,
the Texas Highway
Department's annual budget
was $36 million. When he
retired in 1967, it was $547
million. Today, TxDOT's
annual budget is $4.34 billion,
one of the largest in the nation.
The increased budget is due, in
part, to opportunities for trade
and travel increasing a hun-
dred-fold from when Greer
looked at muddy pastures and
envisioned sleek thoroughfares.

As we approach our 10th
year as a combined depart-
ment, we see more prospects for
increasing trade, transportation
and travel in our state - more
than Greer ever dreamed of in
his lifetime. With this integrat-
ed approach, our state's great
economic growth will follow its
well-managed, well-designed,
multimodal transportation sys-
tem.

So, except for those sparkling
patches in Montague County,
our future is paved not with
gold, but with golden opportu-
nities.*

Wes Heald is executive director
of the Texas Department of
Transportation.

Not so lonesome

HIGHWAY
Resident Penny Hall adopts
stretch of Atlanta District road
By Marcus Sandifer
Atlanta District

M ost folks will tell you a penny won't go

very far in keeping trash off Texas
highways, but there is one Penny who

is making sure litter stays off at least two miles of
highway in western Cass County.

Penny Hall, a mentally challenged 35-year-
old, and her parents, Ruby and Bernice Hall,
have lived in the Crossroads community since
moving to Texas six years ago from Georgia.

They have always tried to keep the litter picked
up along the county road they live on and along

a portion of Farm-to-Market Road 250.
Last summer, they decided to join forces offi-

cially with the Texas Department of
Transportation by adopting a two-mile section
FM 250 through Crossroads.

By doing so, the Halls receive litter bags for
picking up trash and bright orange safety vests
for better visibility. TxDOT personnel from the
Daingerfield Maintenance Section carried off the
filled litter bags.

In addition, Penny's efforts are recognized
with signs bearing her name that stand at each
end of her adopted highway section.

"We have been picking up the trash along the
highway from time to time, but we have really
noticed a difference since the (Adopt-a-
Highway) signs have gone up," Mrs. Hall said.
"Many of the people around here know Penny,
and we have had a lot less trash to pick up lately.
Of course, you always have those that just don't
seem to care."

Penny plans on being one of the hundreds of
Adopt-a-Highway volunteers who will be out
cleaning up their highways for the Don't Mess
With Texas Trash-Off scheduled for April 1 -
along with an estimated 150,000 volunteers. But
the Halls and others like them keep their adopt-
ed sections of highway clean all year round.

"We have a problem with some of our groups
not picking up their adopted highways the
required four times per year, but that is certainly
not the case with Penny. The Halls police their
adopted section of highway about twice a
month," said Irene Webster, Adopt-a-Highway
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It only takes one Penny, Penny Hall(right), that
Is, to keep trash off one section of East Texas
highway. She I. assisted by Irene Webster,
AdoptaHighway coordinator for the district.
coordinator for the Atlanta District.

"Anytime we drive down the road and Penny
sees any trash in the ditches, she'll say, 'Come on,
Daddy, we've got to go pick up trash,'" Mrs.
Hall said.

The Halls also hope to get more people inter-
ested in the program, and they are beginning to
see some results. Neighbor Cathy Zachary has
also adopted a two-mile section of FM 250 just
north of Penny's section, and several others have
inquired about the program.*

COURSES
Continued from Page 3

training since 1981.
Though the online courses

are not accredited by a state
educational institution,
Microsoft end-user courses are
certified by Microsoft, Burford
said.

"We're still evaluating the use
of the program and determining
what benefits will result," he
added. "It's primarily being pro-
vided as an alternative to live
instructor training."

The Web-based courses may
also be accessed under the New

or Recently Activated Links
area.

Questions regarding technical
aspects of the program may be
directed to James Pennington,
(512) 467-3769.

Training coordinator Linda
Hart, (512) 465-7790, may be
contacted regarding navigation
and use of the end-user courses.

Eugene Rios, (512) 997-
3775, or Jerry Frampton, (512)
997-3608, may be contacted
regarding the use of technical
courses.*

To register for human
resources and s
courses:

Go to Crossroads Home Page:
http://crossroads.dot.state.tx.us/

Select the link: Statewide
Computer Based Training

Select the link: TXDOT Human
Resources and Safety Courses-

Click the "Register for Classes"
button. Fill in the information, then

Click the "Post Info" button.
Your Social Security number will
be your User ID.

To Log-In, enter your User ID and
Password, then click the "Log In"
button.

Select the course you want to
take.
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VINTAGE VIEW
David Gibson's '57 Chevy symbolizes

an era both innocent and flashy
By Marshall Anderson
Corpus Christi Caller-TimesEvery year is 1957 for David Gibson, a

Corpus Christi District Area Office
inspector. Working on his shiny

Matador Red and India Ivory '57 Chevy Bel
Air hardtop takes him back to a time of sim-
pler technology and simpler pleasures.

"With a car like this, an average guy could
work on it," says Gibson, who has been
restoring his car a little at a time for 12
years. It's always a good feeling, doing just
little things like changing the oil. I get oil all
over myself and the driveway, but it's the sat-
isfaction in knowing you did it yourself.

"You could get under the hood and get
your hands dirty with these cars."

With its aluminum-trimmed tail fins and
colorful, two-tone exterior, the car recalls an
era when little boys flocked to auto show-
rooms every fall to see the latest fantastic
restyle from Detroit.

"When the '57 became an icon, I don't
know," Gibson says. "A lot of movies about
the '50s have a '57 Chevy. People have just
kind of agreed that this is a symbol of the
50s."

Like many old-car enthusiasts, Gibson
has done considerable research. He obtained
a reproduction of the new-car window stick-
er for his car, showing a base price of $2,300
and a price of $2,600 with options.

"I multiplied the base price of this car by
10, and I came within a few dollars of the
price of the new full-size truck I'm driving,"
he says.

"My wife and I looked at one of the nicer-
model new cars several months ago and
options alone were over $10,000."I nflation and

compliance with
government

\i

David Gibson of the Corpus Christi District enjoys his 1957 model Chevy. A purist, Gibson refus-
es to upgrade the vehicle with contemporary auto parts.

4j think Detroit went to a
lot of effort to design this
car and it's nice just the

way it is.'
- David Gibson, Corpus Christi District

demands account for much of the increase.
Gibson's car has the same major equipment
with which it left the factory 43 years ago. A

purist, Gibson views replacing
the engine or transmis-

sion, for example,
as an act akin to

defacing the
Mona Lisa.

"If I went to a newer transmission instead

of this two-speed Powerglide, I'd probably
double my mileage, but I want to keep the

car original," he says."I think Detroit went to
a lot of effort to design this car and it's very
nice just the way it is."

A child of the '50s with a car of the '50s,
Gibson can easily picture himself in the
Eisenhower years.

"President Bush used to talk about a
kinder, gentler society, and that's what that

era was like," Gibson says. "My brother and I

used to wander all over the city when were
13 or 14, and our parents never worried
about us. You couldn't do that now.

( today we have so many gadgets
that are supposed to save us time,
and yet we have less time to do

everything. It seems like people had more
control over their lives in the '50s than they

have today, and the old cars are a kind of

a symbol of that.
"Our family didn't have televi-

sion, so on Sundays, we'd go for

a drive to North Beach or PadreI Island. A big thing was when me
or my brother got to sit up in
front with my dad and have a
little man-talk. Both my parents
are gone now, and I'd give any-
thing to be on one of those

Sunday drives again."*

Reprinted with permission.
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TxDot Roundup?
Governor's Office urges employees
to complete U.S. Census forms

AUSTIN - The Governor's Office is
urging state employees to fill out and return
the U. S. Census forms they should have
received in the mail last month.

Official U. S. Census questionnaires were
delivered in March to every household in the
country. The questionnaire is to be returned
using the U.S. Postal Service no later than
April 1, National Census Day.

Census results are important to agencies
such as TxDOT.Undercounting in the 1990
census in Texas cost thousands of dollars in
federal funds that the state would have
received with a complete count. Since then,
many parts of the state have experienced
tremendous population growth. It's more
important than ever that all Texans be count
ed, the Governor's Office said.

Information provided to the Census
Bureau is confidential and protected by fed-
eral law. Census employees are sworn to pro-
tect the confidentiality of answers and are
subject to a $5,000 fine or imprisonment for
every violation.

Questionnaire assistance centers are locat-
ed in all communities. These centers will be
staffed with people from the community and
will offer language assistance guides.

Texas needs approximately 45,000 census
workers to help get a complete count. State
agency employees should be made aware of
the opportunities to apply for the numerous
flexible, part-time positions the Census
Bureau needs to fill.

Additional information is available at
http://www.sos.state.tx.us/census2000 or
www.census.gov/dmd/www/fctsheet.htm.

If you have any questions or would like
more information, contact Sara Barker via
GroupWise or at (512) 997-3568.

...- B B

TxDOT began Issuing the state's new general

issue license plate to motorists in February.

Colorful new state license plate

issued to motorists in February
AUSTIN - The state's general issue

license plate is getting a facelift. A colorful

and detailed plate for passenger vehicles and

light trucks began appearing on Texas roads
and highways in late February.

The new plate features a space shuttle fly-
ing above a traditional Texas landscape
including oil derricks and a cowboy. The
blue, red, and black plate will be the first

general issue plate to include three colors.

"The new license plate recognizes the

unique culture of Texas," said Wes Heald,
TxDOT executive director. "It commemo-

rates the pride Texans have for this great

state."

The new license plate is replacing the cur-

rent design, which features a state flag to the

right of the word "Texas." Its design

I
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includes only two colors (blue and red.)
Both the new and current design includes

the slogan "The Lone Star State" along the
bottom of the license plate.

Texas motorists will initially have a choice

between the current license plate and the

new license plate. TxDOT will fill county
orders with a half amount of each design
until supplies of the current license plate are

exhausted.
"The new plate will not result in any addi-

tional costs for our customers or TxDOT,"
said Jerry Dike, Vehicle Titles and

Registration Division (VTR) director.

The Texas Transportation Commission

approved the new design at a commission

meeting in Austin on Nov. 18, 1999.

Space on the license plate for a more elab-

orate design was created when registration

validation stickers were moved to the inside
of the windshield in 1994. The rear plates'

top corners had previously been reserved for

registration stickers.
- Sarah Wilson, VTR

ly sensitive products, called "green products."

A fiscal year begins Sept. 1 and ends Aug.
31.

Purchases of $77.9 million in green prod-
ucts in fiscal year 1999 was an increase of

more than 47 percent over the amount spent

last fiscal year, $52.7 million. This pushed

the total spent for fiscal years 1994 through
1999 to nearly $300 million. Expenditures

made for green products kept more than 4.03

million tons of valuable natural resources out

of landfill waste disposal sites. Diverted ton-

nage reached 1.3 million for fiscal 1999.

One report category comprises open mar-

ket and contract purchases made through the

General Services Commission. Purchases of

recycled roadway construction materials such

as fly ash, glass beads and products made

with crumb rubber constitute the larger sec-

ond category.

Fly ash, used in construction, accounted

for most of the green product purchase

increase in fiscal 1999. Breaking a two-year

young record of 1 million tons set in fiscal

1997, TxDOTs purchase of fly ash jumped
120 percent from 570,319 tons in fiscal 1998

to a whopping 1.25 million tons for fiscal

year 1999.
Also reflected in the program report, pur-

chases of glass beads increased from 14,838

tons in fiscal 1998 to 21,661 tons, an increase

of 46 percent. Glass beads are made entirely
from scrap glass, typically plate or window

glass.
Although the volume of scrap tire rubber

used in TxDOT projects declined in fiscal

1999, the amount the department spent on

products made from scrap tires increased

$400,000. TxDOT continues to explore con-

struction applications for tire shreds and

crumb rubber.

A new feature of the report identified and

ranked district purchase levels. Houston

ranked first in glass bead ($1.43 million) and
fly ash ($9.31 million) purchases, and in the

grand total purchases, with more than $10.9
million spent. Dallas ranked first in GSC

purchases, second in fly ash purchases, third

in glass bead purchases and 19th in crumb

rubber purchases. Abilene ranked first in

crumb rubber purchases.

- Linda Ribble, PIO

Revised occupational safety
manual to be online this month

AUSTIN - A revised version of the

Occupational Safety manual, Manual Notice

20-1, wl go online in this month

The changes incorporated are outlined in
the manual notice.

The Occupational Safety Manual first
went online in May 1997 (Manual Notice
96-1) and was revised in June 1997 (Manual

Notice 97-1). Both manual notices are in the

current online version.

The Occupational Safety Manual is cur-

rently in the Human Resources Management
Collection. The name of the collection will

change to Human Resources and

Occupational Safety effective in April.

Employees can access the TxDOT

Manuals directly from the Crossroads home

page.
- Deryl Creemur. OCC

TxDOT Kid's page, feature story
_win silver medals at competition

SAN ANTONIO - The Texas
Department of Transportation won three

awards in the 2000 Texas Public Relations

Association annual competition.

Winners were announced at the group's
convention in San Antonio on March 5.

TxDOT's Kid's Page, an Internet site for
schoolchildren and educators, won a first

place award in the competition. Chante,'

Bergmann won a first place in the internal

features category with a story, "Texas Tower
Shootings Touched Many at Highway

Department," which appeared in the August
issue of Transportation News. Bergmann, for-

merly an information specialist in the Public
Information Office in Austin, is now media

liaison for the Public Transportation
Divsion.

Lisa Trow, editor of Transportation News,

won a certificate of merit, the only award '

given in the internal news writing category
for a December 1999 story titled, "Gridlock."

The Motor Carrier Division won a certificate

of merit in the audiovisual category with a

video titled, "Trucks On the Move."
The awards are designed to recognize

excellence in public relations communica-
tions.

- Public Information Office

TxDOT employees reduce waste
by 4 million tons over five years

AUSTIN - For fiscal years between 1994

and 1999, Texas Department of .
Transportation employees' waste reduction

efforts top 4 million tons, diverting from
landfills 403 pounds of valuable natural

resources for every man, woman and child in

Texas-.
To help address landfill waste disposal

issues facing Texas, TxDOT encourages

employees to buy recycled products and

materials, to recycle and reduce the amount

of waste the department generates, and to

communicate the advantages and benefits of

recycling to other department staff. Each fis-

cal year, the Recycling and Recycled
Products Program report tracks purchases of

recycled, remanufactured and environmental-

April 2000



Transportation News April 2000

Service Awards In Memoriam)
Abilene District
15 years
Heriberto Sarinana
10 years
Jamie L. Branch
Tommy J. Jones
5 years
George H. Garcia
Matthew S. Rogers
Joey M. Walker

Amarillo District
20 years
Jana H. Perez

Atlanta District
35 years
William C. Culberson
30 years
Jimmie L. Minton
20 years
Kevin S. Ward
15 years
Dan W. Reynolds
Charles L. Stracener
5 years
Jimmy A. Carson
Christina S. Melder

Austin District
10 years
Dennis D. Segner
Clyde R. Wheat

Beaumont District
25 years
Joseph R. Guillory
20 years
Kenneth J. Brooks
Gary D. Dougharty
Lee W. Matthew
Robin A. Outhouse
Raymond Tyler
10 years
Vaughan H. Statum
5 years
Juanita A. Domingue
Jewell W. Taylor

Brownwood
District
20 years
Beatrice S. Crisp
15 years
Jimmy E. Pierce
10 years
Herman W. Dunlap
Jr.

Bryan District
20 years
Ronald D. McMurrey
15 years
Walter M. Parnell

Chldress District
25 years
Johnny T. Tiffin

Corpus Christi
District
25 years
Jose M. Salinas
20 years
Raymundo M. Saenz
Martin K.
Timmerman
5 years
smael C. Soto

Dallas District
15 years
Amir H. Aramoon
Michael R. Chavez
Dorothy M. Prasifka
10 years
Bobie D. Garrett
Kimberly A.
McFadden
Michael R.
Richmond
5 years
Jimmy C. Stripling

El Paso District
25 years
Robert L. Steeds
20 years
Raymond E. Lucero
15 years
Wanda M. Fisher

Fort Worth District
30 years
William K. Klose
20 years
Earl R. Spurlock
15 years
Sam E. Swan
10 years
Charles R. Collins
5 years
Franklin F. Desai
Marcia L. Reyna
Henry L. Salazar

Houston District
30 years
Francis E. Wilson
25 years
Ronald W. Fisher
20 years
George A. Cifranic
Howard B. Hawkins
Edward F. Murphy II
15 years
Quincy D. Allen
Robert D. Brown
Daniel Leija
Jerry W. Tipton
10 years
Joe R. Gonzales
Jarrett L. Hamilton
Earneston J.
Haywood
Mary T. Logan
Jarret L. Williams
Charles R.
Wusterhausen
5 years
Wilford S. Simon

Laredo District
20 years
Rebeca S. Gutierrez
15 years
Dorina A. Romero
10 years
Juan M. Garza
5 years
Jose Esparza Jr.
Iris E. Fores
David M. Salazar

Lubbock District
20 years
Ronnie L. Bales
15 years
Jimmie D. Howell
10 years
Randy W. Bounds
Rex A. Murphy

Lufin District
20 years
John T. Corbin
10 years
Stephen W. Walker

Odessa District
15 years
Guadalupe A. Rede
10 years
Alain F. Gallego
5 years
Raymond Hemandez

Paris District
20 years
Bobby L. Beck
15 years
Bobby R. Jones
10 years
Jeannette A. Ross
5 years
Dean C. Gatlin

Pharr District
15 years
Tomas Beltran
Enrique Ruiz
10 years
Juan M. Carbajal
Ricardo A. Gil
Juan M. Mendoza
Francisco Trevino
Roel A. Vera

San Angelo
District
30 years
Emiliano R.
Gonzales
20 years
Daniel G. Bolt
Mario F Talamantez
Rocky E. Youngblood

San Antonio
District
35 years
Ray Lerma
John P Pierson
30 years
Johnnie G. Green Jr.
John P Kelly
Wayne J. Pehl
Kenneth L. Ricks
Raul H. Salas
Felix M. Solis Jr.
25 years
Daniel W. Nelson
20 years
Arnulfo Ramirez
15 years
Jane C. Joseph
Travis W. Thompson
10 years
Samuel A. Aguirre
John A. Cox
5 years
Maria Ximena Copa-
wiggins
Thirman M. Dimery
Debra M. Fielder

Tyler District
20 years
Peter C. Eng
Clifford R. Mouser
15 years
Walter G. Brown
Patsy B. Nichols
10 years
Ted J. Pittinger
5 years
Robert 0. Brooks

Waco District
30 years
Kenneth L. Evans
John W. Self
10 years
Richard P Polansky

Wichita Falls
District
15 years
Johney C. Grimes
10 years
Joe D. Brogdon

Yoakum District
30 years
Royce W. Brown
Robert J. Fikac
20 years
James J. Crawford
15 years
Daniel Y. Perez

Administration
5 years
David M. Laney

Audit Office
15 years
Garland G. Griffith

General Services
Division
30 years
Robert E. Driggers
25 years
Karen A. Koopmann
5 years
Linda Elaine Parks

Human Resources
Division
5 years
SonynaM. Alexander
Harry
Gina Amaya
Dianna R. Bontrager
Donna K. Simmons

Information
Systems Division
20 years
Jeffrey A. Rue
10 years
Sandra G. Doyle
5 years
Kevin E. Butts
Frances H. Chang
Mark A. Reyes

Motor Carrier
Division
25 years
Robert J. Margo
10 years
William W.
Moorhouse Jr.

Motor Vehicle
Division
5 years
Christine L. Beckwith
Anne F. Walthall

Occupational
Safety Division
10 years
Leroyce Jones

Office of Civil
Rights
5 years
Calvin L. Page

Office of General
Counsel
15 years
Robert W. Jackson

Traffic Operations
Division
20 years
David E. Mitchell
15 years
Darin K. Kosmak
Johnnye I. Rackley
10 years
Gregory R.
Brinkmeyer
5 years
Walter H. Shaw

Vehicle Titles &
Registration
Division
5 years
Cynthia M. Fagan

5 years
Avis L. Reid

Aviation Division
5 years
Deborah A. Luna

Construction
Division
15 years
Earl 0. Leaverton
5 years
Kay C. Lee

Environmental
Affairs Division
15 years
Debora K. Zamorano

Finance Division
25 years
Ruby W. Crenshaw
15 years
Caren S. Cowfer
10 years
Donald H.
Gonzenbach

Employee
Houston District
James Alan Lubben, Traffic

Systems Technician I, 4
years, died on Jan. 27,
2000

Retirees
Beaumont District
Frank Boudreaux,

Maintenance Technician
IlIl, retired in 1973, died
Jan. 1, 2000

Brownwood District
Clovis E. Brown, Engineer

Technician IV, retired in
1983, died Dec. 09,
1999

Bryan District
Bert Arnold, Maintenance

Technician II, retired in
1976, died Jan. 12,
2000

Marion A. Mitchell,
Technician V, retired in
1985, died Jan. 02,
2000

George Owens, Maintenance
Technician Ill, retired in

1993, died Jan. 08,
2000

Murrell C. Tucker,
Maintenance Technician
Ill, retired in 1982, died
Jan. 09, 2000

Dallas District
Wilburn R. Brown, Engineer

IV, retired in 1981, died
Jan. 4, 2000

Victor Hennig, Maintenance
Technician IIl, retired in
1985, died Jan. 15,
2000

Thomas A. Wagner,
Engineering Technician V,

retired in 1974, died
Jan. 01, 2000

Fort Worth District
Virgil E. Maxwell, Motor

Vehicle Mechanic II,
retired in 1989, died
Dec. 21, 1999

Houston District
George P Munson Jr.,

Engineer V, retired in
1972, died Jan. 01,
2000

Lubbock District
Fidel Martinez, Maintenance

Technician Ill, retired in
1993, died Nov. 04,
1999

Odessa District
Joseph W. Daniel,

Maintenance Technician,
retired in 1977, died
Jan. 03, 2000

Fred Martin, Maintenance
Technician Ill, retired in
1977, died Dec. 18,
1999

William L. Wagnon,
Engineering Technician V,
retired in 1973, died
Jan. 06, 2000

Pharr District
Manuel Alcala, Maintenance

Technician IllI, retired in
1984, died Jan. 22,
2000

Emilio F. Champion,
Maintenance Technician
II, retired in 1992, died
Dec. 7, 1999

Jesus Rincones,
Maintenance Technician
Ill, retired in 1981, died
Jan.08, 2000

Paris District
Joe H. Arnwine, Maintenance

Technician Ill, retired in
1976, died Jan. 1, 2000

Cecil J. Pound, Maintenance
Technician II, retired in
1974, died Jan. 01,
2000

Glen D. Wenzel,
Maintenance Technician
II, retired in 1982, died
Jan. 01, 2000

San Angelo District
Mary T. Kerbow, Accounting

Clerk Ill, retired in 1978,
died Jan. 14, 2000

San Antonio District
James S. Clements Jr.,

Engineer IlIl, retired in
1966, died Jan. 19,
2000

Ernest C. Morgenstern, Shop
Foreman IV, retired in
1971, died Dec. 18,
1999

Reginald K. Swinford,
Engineering Technician II,
retired in 1985, died Jan.
03, 2000

Tyler District
Delmer Hilton, Maintenance

Technician Ill, retired in
1991, died Dec. 30,
1999

Jack L. Housworth, Director
II, retired in 1986, died
Jan. 02, 2000

Yoakum District
Herman Schneider,

Maintenance
Construction Foreman Ill,
retired in 1980, died
March 3, 2000

Retirements____-

December
Dallas District
Mary A. Beyers, Right of Way

Agent III, 11 years
Andrew E. Estes, Engineering

Technician III, 30 years
Van M. McElroy, Manager IV,

26 years
Juanita R. Rodriguez,
Custodian II, 15 years
Tyler District
Bryan J. Hollis, Engineering

Technician III, 23 years

February
Corpus Christi District
Rodrigo Cantu Jr.,

Engineering Specialist Ill,
34 years

Rene Tunches, Engineering
Technician III, 28 years

El Paso District
Ramon S. Mendoza,
Transportation Maintenance

Specialist I, 31 years
Lasaro R. Salgado,

Maintenance Technician
IV, 41 years

Lufkin District
James V. Lewis,

Transportation
Maintenance Supervisor,
31 years

General Services Division
Ernest L. Spradling,

Micrographics Technician
IV, 31 years

March
Dallas District
William D. Edwards,

Engineering Specialist II,
30 years

Odessa District
Charles A. Reicha, Contract

Specialist, 16 years
Waco District
Michael D. Sanders,

Transportation
Maintenance Technician
II, 29 years

Darrell R. Wells, Laboratory
Supervisor IV, 30 years

Wichita Falls District
Kenneth W. Pearson,

Engineering Specialist II,
33 years

Yoakum District
Frank Martinez, Engineering

Technician V, 35 years
Design Division
Robert A. Reed, Jr.,

Engineering Specialist II,
35 years

Larry J. Wood, Engineering
Specialist II, 31 years

Transportation Planning
and Programming
Kenneth D. Wharton,

Engineering Specialist II,
31 years

April
Abilene District
Charles S. Morris,

Engineering Technician IIl,
32 years
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Fast Facts

OIL CONSUMPTION

With less than 5% of the world's population, the
United States consumes 25% of the oil. Transportation
accounts for 63% of the oil consumed in this country.

The American Automobile Association estimates that
owning and operating a 1996 two-wheel drive Chevrolet
Blazer sport utility vehicle for the typical 15,000 per
year costs an annual $7,487.

Since 1950, the richest 20% of the world's popula-
tion has increased its per capital automobile ownership
four-fold.

Developing countries are following the example of
rapid adoption of the automobile; in 1996, more new
cars were sold in Asia than in Western Europe and
North America together.

20% of the carbon dioxide in the world's atmosphere
is emitted by U.S. automobiles. Carbon dioxide is a
major contributor to global warming.

Source: Center for a new American Dream

Proceed with caution

Drivers who admit to running red lights: 55.8%

Drivers who agree running red lights is dangerous:
98%

Drivers who say they run red lights because they
were in a hurry: 47.8%

Source: Old Dominion University in Virginia

The Paris District plants approximately 3,000 seedlings a year to maintain a 35-yea
old vegetation program Initiated by maintenance supervisor Jack Williams.

Program keeps Paris District
green for more than 40years

97% of all cars taken out of service are recycled,
making them the most recycled product in the world.

Approximately 16% of the metal consumed in the
United States is used in automobiles.

Recycling steel saves 74% of the energy required to
produce virgin metals, in addition to reducing air and
water pollution by more than 75%. Every year enough
energy is saved by recycling steel to provide electricity
to the city of Los Angeles for a decade.

Enough scrap iron and steel are recycled each year
to build 6,700 Eiffel Towers.

Lead-acid batteries are the single most recycled
household item on this continent. Between 80% and
90% of these batteries are recycled.

More than 234 million tires are sold in the U.S. each
year. If laid tread to tread, they would go from coast to
coast 33 times. The Environmental Protection Agency
estimates between 2 and 3 billion scrap tires have
accumulated in the United States.

The EPA estimates each year in this country we have
to dispose of about 1.3 billion gallons of used lubri-
cants.

It takes only one quart of oil to contaminate 250,000
gallons of water - more water than 30 people can
drink in their lifetime..

Source: TxDOT

TxDOT maintenance supervisor Jack
Williams maintains a yearly seedling pro-
gram to replenish trees lost to frost.

weather.
"The last ice storm did quite a bit of

damage to tree tops and limbs and we
are still trying to repair some damage in
a few of the quadrants. Usually, once the
seedlings start to grow they will do
fine."

These landscaped quadrants are the
home of rabbits, hawks, falcons and var-
ious ground animals. Older trees range
from 6 to 12 inches in diameter and are
located along Farm-to-Market 1448.

Additional maintenance efforts to
clean underbrush, dead limbs and trees
are under contract. This contract allows
the county to keep the quadrants well-
manicured and easy to access.

"This project began long ago and I've
tried to maintain the environmental
aspects, as well as the beautification
efforts the employees envisioned for the
program years ago," Williams said.

"It's a good program that works well
with beautification projects and pro-
grams that cities may be involved in to
help enhance and promote their city.
The highways and the scenery along the
highways are the first visual impression
a visitor will see as they enter the coun-
ty. It's always good to make the first
impression a good impression."*

EQUIPMENT RECYCLING

By Audrey Andrews
Paris District

D espite the rigors of drought and
freezing weather, Franklin
County is blooming with the

leafy glories of trees, thanks to an ambi-
tious Paris District program.

The county is home to many sweet-
gum and various other hardwood trees
planted by Texas Department of
Transportation employees for more than
40 years.

Jack Williams, maintenance supervi-
sor for the section, has been planting
trees since the mid 1960s. Currently, the
program maintains more than 34 quad-
rants located along Interstate 30 and
various Farm-to-market roads in
Franklin County.

"When I took over the program I
continued the process of planting the
seedlings by machine," Williams said.

This was the first year that inmates
worked in the program in Franklin
County, but some of the other counties
in the district use inmates labor for tree
planting and other maintenance work.

"We hope the seedlings will have a
better survival rate this year," Williams
said.

Williams' tree planting program
began in 1966 at a rest area on 1-30.

Approximately 10,000 pine and
2,000 various hardwood seedlings are
ordered yearly from the Texas Forest
Service and planted during the winter
season; up to 95 percent of those
seedlings can be lost due to the recent
drought, he said.

"We know we are going to have some
tree and seedling loss, but we just keep
replanting until we have a good stand of
trees. It takes about one week to plant
all of the seedlings," Williams said.
"The last few years we have been plant-
ing more heavily because we not only
are competing with the dry weather, but
we had some seedling and tree loss due
to fire, mowing and highly unusual
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Sixth-graders from Brooke Elementary School In Austin display their diorama for a Science Fun
Day presentation last month on the environmental aspect of highway construction clearance.
TxDOT employees partnered with the Austin District class to prepare the dioramas.

ROAD SCHOLARS

Science projects study link between
road construction and environment
By Jim Dobbins
Environmental Affairs DivisionIt was back to elementary school recently

for several TxDOT employees, as the
Environmental Affairs Division part-

nered with a sixth grade class at Austin's
Brooke Elementary School to produce an
exhibit for a competition at the University of
Texas.

The seventh annual event, known as
Science Fun Day, is sponsored by the
University of Texas' College of Natural
Sciences, and was held at the Texas
Memorial Museum on the UT campus.

The competition pitted 26 Austin-area
fifth- and sixth-grade classes in a classwide
science fair project. Each class partnered
with an Austin-area business or organization
that helps the class learn about a science
activity closely related to an area of expertise
of the partner organization. This year's event
was held March 4.

The Environmental Affairs Division part-
nered with the sixth-grade class taught by
Greg Grennes of Austin's Brooke
Elementary School. Grennes' class studied
the environmental clearance process for a
highway construction project, using proposed
Texas 130 as a model. The subject is based
on a free education kit developed by ENV's
Communications Section called "Planning a
Highway." More than 1,500 kits have been
distributed since they first became available
last September.

During January and February, a series of
six speakers talked to the class about their
areas of expertise and their roles in clearing
transportation projects for environmental
issues. Mark Cross of the Public
Information Office, (formerly of the Texas
Turnpike Authority), provided an overview
of the Texas 130 project. ENV biologist Bill

Hood spoke about biological issues. ENV

architectural historian Daniel Harris briefed
the class on historic buildings and sites.
ENV archeologist Pat McLoughlin
explained the archeological aspect of trans-
portation project clearance. ENV environ-
mental quality specialist Terry Dempsey pro-
vided students with a look at hazardous
material issues. The presentations were
rounded out by ENV environmental planner
Melissa Neeley's discussion of social issues
and the public involvement process.

"I enjoyed the opportunity to share my
professional knowledge with the class,"
McLoughlin said. "If their understanding of
archeology's role in the study of pre-history
and history has broadened, then I am happy."

The class was divided into committees of
experts who dealt with hazardous material,
historical, archeological and biological issues.
Each team constructed a diorama depicting
their area of expertise.

"The committee work that the students
did was a good exercise for them," Grennes
said. "They learned a lot about how deci-
sions are made by committees and how to
'give and take' - a valuable real-world skill."

When the big day finally arrived, the class
set up their dioramas for the competition.
Called "How do you Plan a Highway? -
Very Carefully," the exhibit at the Texas
Memorial Museum was visited by many of
the estimated the 4,500 people who attended
the Science Fun Day.

"The class learned a lot about TxDOT
and gained an appreciation of the vast
amount of planning that goes into a highway
project," Grennes said. "The project was an
excellent example of real-world applications
for the subjects the students are studying,
and they got to meet people working in
those professions." *

z

FINAL THOUGHT
And now a wordfrom our "You Want

Fries With That" Department. The
January issue of Roads & Bridges magazine
has reported afour-pawed road hazard:

If a chihuahua can talk, it can certain-
ly stand behind the wheel of a car.

A car slammed into Tinker Melonuk's
Jeep in a Taco Bell parking lot in
Oregon.

When Melonuk went out to investi-
gate the crash, he found the tiny dog in
the driver's seat.

Connie Sies stopped at a McDonald's,
and when she tried to step out of her car
to pay for her order, her foot slipped off
the brake.

The Chrysler, with the chihuahua
inside, crossed five lanes of traffic before
hitting a dead end.
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