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DESIGN DIVISION HAS NEW DIRECTOR:
Ken Bohuslav, P.E., has been appointed
director of the TxDOT Design Divi-
sion effective Dec. 1.

He began his TxDOT career in
1973 as a traffic engineer in the Safety
and Maintenance Operations Division.
He moved to the Highway Design
Division in 1981 as a supervising
design engineer and was promoted to
engineer of environmental studies for
the Environmental Section. He became
the deputy division director of the
Environmental Affairs Division in 1993.

In 1991 he was awarded the Gibb
Gilchrist Award. The next year he
received the Texas Award for Historic
Preservation from the governor and the
Texas Historical Commission.

He is a native of Hallettsville and
holds a bachelor's degree in civil engi-
neering from the University of Texas.
He obtained his license as a profession-
al engineer in 1977.

HYBRID VEHICLES JOIN TxDOT FLEET:
Increasing its commitment to clean-air
initiatives, TxDOT has added two new
hybrid vehicles to its more than 5,000
vehicles that use alternative fuels.

The two low-emission vehicles are
in service at the Austin-based fleet
pool. One of the cars will be reserved
for city use and the other for highway
or out-of-town trips.

The gasoline-electric vehicles
(Toyota Prius) were purchased for
$20,000 each. The hybrid car averages
48 miles per gallon.

"Clean air is key to our quality of life
and to the development of an efficient
transportation system," said Steve
Simmons, TxDOT deputy executive
director. "These hybrid vehicles are
part of our effort to utilize emission-
reducing vehicles to complement the
department's vast alternative fuels fleet."

TxDOT officials say they will moni-
tor the vehicles for reliability and costs
to determine the feasibility of adding
more of the cars to the fleet.

Since 1993, TxDOT has continued
to increase its use of alternative fuels.
Result: a 50 percent decrease in use of
gasoline. This past year, TxDOT used
five million gallons of alternative fuels
compared to three million gallons of
gasoline.

See Roundup, Page 3

Propositions 15 and 2: What's next?

Texas voters gave clear directionon Election Day Nov. 6 for the
financial future of road projects
in Texas. As they decided the

fate of two transportation-related
propositions, voters said they want the
state to build more roads and to build
them faster.

Officials, both inside and outside
TxDOT, hailed the passage of the
propositions as a new day for Texas
transportation. Consensus is that voters
have provided additional means for
expanding or modernizing the state's
transportation infrastructure.

Even so, those same officials say that
it is too early to give a precise timeline

when the first projects will begin under
either of the approved propositions.

Proposition 15:
Proposition 15 does three things. It

establishes the Texas Mobility Fund. It
sets the framework for the establish-
ment of regional mobility authorities. It
recognizes toll equity as an additional
tool to help the state see that more
roads are built faster.

Passage amends the state constitution
to create the Texas Mobility Fund. At
present, no money yet resides in the fund,
but the legislature may reserve specific
sources of state revenue or directly
appropriate money into the fund.

See Voters, Page 5

Selected items from Transportation News are available to employees
on the TxDOT intranet at http://crossroads/org/pio/tnews.htm
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Straight Talk
F.

Year 200 1 speeds by; pace to continue
Like many of you, I find that this year

has passed by at lightning speed. For
all of us, the year has been filled with

activity, with adversity, and with accomplish-
ment. While I will touch on a few highlights
in this space, I believe the year ahead will
continue at the same blistering pace.

You've heard of the Texas Mobility Fund,
perhaps of toll equity,
maybe even of regional
mobility authorities.
These are new "tools" that .
- thanks to Texas voters
- will soon become part .
of an exciting new reality
for us in the transporta-
tion business. Because
they approved Proposition
15 and Proposition 2, vot-
ers made it possible for us Mike Behrns
to build more roads and
to build them faster. Our job now is to apply
these tools appropriately so that all Texans
can better share in the state's opportunities
for prosperity.

We also express our thanks for the gen-
erosity of TxDOT people who contributed to
this year's State Employee Charitable
Campaign.

In this time of need, it is always good to
know that TxDOT folks are ready to step

forward to lend a helping hand to those who
are less fortunate. Through the charitable
campaign, such help is delivered all year long
to our friends and neighbors in those many
communities where we work, where we live,
and where we play.

This year's campaign was extended to the
end of November, so it will be some time
before all the numbers are available. Even so,
you pledged tens of thousands of dollars for
the campaign. Gratitude and congratulations
are in order now for everyone who took part.
Thank you.

After the short course in mid-October,
several people remarked that no Extra Mile
awards were presented this year. Yes, and that
can be a good thing. Since 1983, these
awards have honored TxDOT employees
who have acted heroically to prevent injury
or death to another person. The lack of an
award this year can be a good thing because
it means that TxDOT people were lucky
enough not to have been exposed to situa-
tions - that we're aware of - that would
have put an employee's own life at risk.

By tradition, these awards have been pre-
sented during the short course. But they can
be presented at other times or at other places.

None of the nominations that we received
rose to the level of risk required to receive
the award. But we are always open to receiv-
ing nominations that meet the required stan-
dard.

While we stand ready to welcome any
TxDOT employee to the ranks of those who
have won the Extra Mile Award, we do not
want to find ourselves hoping that life-
threatening adversity comes calling on others
or on ourselves for the mere sake of present-
ing an award.

Over the last 90 days, we have found other
reasons to rejoice in our accomplishments of
service. Chief among these is the early re-
opening of the Queen Isabella Causeway.
After an economy-wrecking collapse caused
by an accident resulting in eight deaths, the
single span linking South Padre Inand to t
mainland of Texas re-opened almost a month
ahead of schedule on Nov. 21. The effort
took millions of dollars to achieve. More
importantly, the effort required dedicated,
focused efforts of countless TxDOT people
and partners to help islanders and others
affected by the temporary loss of the cause-
way. Thank you. You have made us proud.

For myself, I look forward to the many
opportunities ahead for us to provide even
better transportation services and transporta-
tion leadership for the citizens of Texas.
Because we are all Texans, I hope you will
share the excitement that I feel about the
coming months. *

Mike Behrens is executive director of the Texas
Department of Transportation.

Transportation News is published for employees and retirees of the Texas Department of Transportation. Contents do not necessarily reflect the official
views of TxDOT. Published by the Public Information Office, 125 E. 11th, Austin, TX 78701-2483. Circulation: 18,327
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Got news?
Did your district newsletter run a story you think other TxDOT employees would enjoy reading? Do
you know of a co-worker with an interesting hobby? We want your story ideas. To contribute, con-
tact your district public information officer. He or she can pass it along to us. Or you can contact
Editor Tim Cunningham by phone at (512) 463-8955.

Submission info

District employees should discuss potential submissions with their public information officer.
Submissions must be received by the second Friday of the month preceding publication.
Copy: send as e-mail attachment to TCUNNIN as Microsoft Word document (.doc) files.
Photos: send electronically in high resolution .jpeg or .tif format.

Copies of this publication have been deposited with the Texas State Library in compliance with the State Depository Law.
Trouble getting Transportation News?
Call (512) 40348588
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Causeway re-opens to delight of islanders
SOUTH PADRE ISLAND - To the

delight of local residents, road traffic began
to flow again over the Queen Isabella
Causeway on Nov. 21. That's 31 days sooner
than scheduled.

The original deadline had been set for
Dec. 23. What was to have been a Christmas
present became a gift in time for
Thanksgiving.

Linking South Padre Island to the Texas
mainland, the lone bridge connecting the two
landmasses was damaged and partially col-
lapsed after a tugboat and four barges struck
it in the early morning hours of Sept. 15.

Government officials hailed the early re-
opening. Gov. Rick Perry specifically thanked
TxDOT people for their efforts returning
the bridge to service.

Thousands of residents gathered to watch
the governor cut a ceremonial ribbon that
had draped the reconstructed bridge. Perry
then led a procession of vehicles driving over
the span.

Amadeo Saenz Jr., recently promoted to
assistant executive director for engineering
operations at TxDOT's main office in
Austin, was present with other TxDOT offi-
cials Nov. 21 to hear the expressions of grati-
tude. He had been the TxDOT district engi-
neer for Pharr District when the accident
occurred

Saenz also had some words of appreciation
of his own, crediting members of the depart-
ment's Bridge Division, including the
TxDOT dive team that inspected the bridge.
For their responsiveness in the face of the
emerw ty, Saez. addressed further praise to
specific people in the Corpus Christi and
Pharr districts.

Saenz said there were many people to
thank, and that he was especially thankful for
the people who "gave up their weekends and
got down in the trenches to work around the
clock."

TxDOT Executive Director Mike
Behrens said, "No time was wasted. TxDOT
employees and construction contractors
worked around the clock since Sept. 15 to
rebuild the bridge and put the causeway back
into service for thousands of area residents
and visitors."

Reconstruction costs were estimated to be

$4.3 million. The contractor, Williams
Brothers of Houston, received a bonus of
$725,000 for the early completion.

The Federal Highway Administration has
said it would reimburse state and local gov-
ernments 100 percent of the costs for the
repairs. The reimbursement also will cover
the cost of the various transportation services
(ferryboats, shuttle buses) that were provided
while the causeway was out of service.

Many TxDOT people - in the Pharr
District and from elsewhere in the depart-
ment - took part in the effort to restore the
bridge to service.

Like many Pharr District employees,
Maintenance Director Toribio Garza awoke
to a telephone call at 2:30 a.m. on Sept. 15.
He was shocked when one of his mainte-
nance supervisors told him that barges had
crashed into the bridge and that sections of
the roadway had toppled into the waters
below.

TxDOT workers from eight maintenance
sections and from special-job crews in the
Pharr District rotated shifts at the sites
where they built the landing areas to be used
by the ferries.

Meanwhile, TxDOT ferry crews out of
the Corpus Christi District came to the
scene to provide vital ferry services.

The public information office of the Pharr
District worked to relay updates to citizens
and to the media. The story generated
national interest, and the district fielded hun-
dreds of telephone calls from reporters and
the public.

TxDOT contract specialists ironed out the
details on everything from demolition and
reconstruction bids to arrangements for fuel,
portable bathrooms and lighting. "We've
done emergency contracts before, but noth-
ing like this," said contract specialist Yvonne
Hernandez. "It's been a learning experience
for all of us."

TxDOT worked with state and federal
regulatory agencies to tackle the permitting
process on environmental issues. The depart-
ment's Environmental Affairs Division played
a key role helping to expedite the process.

Velma Garcia, environmental coordinator
for the Pharr District, said the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers was contacted within

hours about permits for the first items of
concern. These included clearing debris from
the bridge collapse, demolishing and clearing
away damaged bridge elements, and creating
temporary ferry landings to re-establish
transportation between South Padre Island
and Port Isabel.

Garcia and Tom Remaley, P.E., worked
with the Corps of Engineers to obtain the
emergency permits. Remaley is a permit
assistance officer with the Environmental
Affairs Division.

Expediting the permit process meant a
number of conference calls. One of those
calls included eight agencies: the
Environmental Affairs Division, the Corps of
Engineers, the Federal Highway
Administration, Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department, U.S. Fish and Wildlife,
National Marine Fisheries Service, the U.S.
Coast Guard, and the Texas General Land
Office.

Such interagency coordination usually
takes several weeks to accomplish. However,
use of the emergency permitting procedures
allowed the Corps of Engineers to authorize
TxDOT to proceed within 24 hours of the
conference call.

Of the Laguna Madre, which sits below
the bridge, Garcia said, "This area is very
sensitive. There are sea grasses, sea turtles
and dolphins in the area. We had to make
every effort to minimize the impacts."

Pharr District maintenance workers built
the required landings for the ferryboats.
Garcia said, "Maintenance crews worked dili-
gently to build the ferry landings in record
time. They designed as they built - with
innovative ideas - to get the job done. Our
main priority was to provide access to and
from the island as soon as possible."

Pharr's deputy district engineer, Behrooz
Badiozzamani, credited the contractor for
finishing ahead of schedule. Williams
Brothers, aided by perfect weather and by
overlapping construction phases, used a new
technique to strengthen concrete more quick-
ly. The result: they finished sooner.

Several TxDOTpeople contributed to this report:
Mary Bolado, Tim Cunningham, Gabriella Garcia,
Richard Goldsmith, Darah Waldrip, Ann Zeeck.

Continued from Page 1

WACO RAISES FUNDS TO HELP FAMILY:
Employees from the Waco District raised
more than $5,000 as they turned out in force
for a recent chili cookoff. The event was held

in memory of Gregory Jares, a TxDOT
maintenance technician who died Oct. 1
while setting up a maintenance work zone in
Waco.

He is survived by his wife and two daugh-

ters. He was one of four family members

employed by TxDOT
Forty teams from across the district partic-

ipated. Teams from maintenance sections in
McLennan, Hill and Falls counties won the
top three places.

"I was overwhelmed," said Alisa Polansky,

Jares' sister and a design engineer with the

district's 1-35 project office. "The outpouring
of love was incredible. If I could have given
every person there a hug, I really would
have," she said.

The money raised was deposited in a
memorial fund set up by the district for the
Jares family. Contributions can be made to
Jares Scholarship Fund (Cindy Jares), State
National Bank in West, P.O. Box 98, West,
TX 76691.

DESIGN ENGINEER APPOINTED: Randy J.
Hochstein, P.E., has been appointed district
design engineer in the Amarillo District
effective Dec. 1. He graduated from Texas
Tech University in 1992 with a degree in
civil engineering. He began his career with
TxDOT in 1992 as an engineering assistant
in the Amarillo District Design Office. In
1994 he moved to the Amarillo area engi-

neer's office and, after obtaining his profes-
sional license in 1999, he became the assis-
tant area engineer.

PROJECT GAINS GLOBE AWARD: Construc-
tion of the U.S. 77/83 Los Tomates Express-
way extension in the Pharr District was one
of nine projects from across the nation
recently honored with the Globe Award pre-
sented by the American Road and Trans-
portation Builders Association.

The Brownsville project added a two-mile
long, four-lane divided highway that con-
nects with the Veterans International Bridge.
This provides a way for large trucks engaged
in international commerce to avoid the con-
gested downtown crossing to Mexico.

Context-sensitive design was employed for
the first time on a large scale in the district.

U See Roundup, Page 4
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Continued from Page 3

The columns on the project were cast to
resemble cut stone, a common design ele-
ment in the older buildings of Brownsville. A
lone star design, used elsewhere in the dis-
trict, was incorporated, as was a design ele-
ment borrowed from Brownsville City Hall.

The Globe Award recognizes transporta-
tion projects that protect and enhance the
environment.

HALL OF HONOR: Gibb Gilchrist, a former
chief executive (state highway engineer) of
the transportation department, has been
inducted into the Texas Transportation Hall
of Fame. The induction ceremony was held
on Dec. 11 during a luncheon on the campus
of Texas A&M University. The honor comes
to Gilchrist mainly for his service as head of
the Texas Highway Department, a position he
held from March 1924-February 1925, then
again from January 1928-September 1937.

TWO FROM TxDOT CIFED FOR EXCELLENCE:
Two TxDOT employees were recognized last
month at the 2001 Texas Incentive and Pro-
ductivity Commission's Excellence Awards
ceremony. The event was held at the Gover-
nor's Mansion in Austin.

Russell Stafford, Wichita Falls District,
received the Staff Choice Award for his sug-
gestion recommending use of an electronic
database to collect data on the district's sign
inventory. His suggestion, being used in the
Wichita Falls District, was number 1,000
submitted through TxDOT to the State
Employee Incentive Program (SEIP).

Manuel Torres, of the Quality
Management Branch of the department's
Human Resources Division, was cited for his
excellence in management of the SEIP at
TxDOT. The branch has overseen SEIP
since March 1, 1999, and has increased
awareness, participation, and recognition for
the program at TxDOT.

LAMPASAS GAINS AREA ENGINEER: Tom
Dahl, PE., has been appointed area engineer
in Lampasas. This area office oversees
TxDOT activities in Lampasas, Mills, and
San Saba counties.

Dahl worked as a summer hire in the
Houston urban residency in 1983, but began
his TxDOT career in earnest in 1986 as an
engineering assistant in the Brownwood
District, serving in both Brownwood and
Lampasas area offices. In 1990, he was pro-
moted to assistant area engineer in Lampasas
and served in that capacity until January
2001. He served as interim area engineer
from January until he was named Lampasas
area engineer.

Dahl graduated with honors from the
University of Houston in 1984 with a bache-
lor's degree in civil engineering. He spent
two years in Africa with the U.S. Peace
Corps. He also holds a master's degree in
civil engineering (Colorado State University)
and a second master's degree in public
administration.

EASTLAND AREA ENGINEER APPOINTED:
Larry Smith, P.E., has been appointed the
new Eastland area engineer / Brownwood
District. The Eastland area office oversees
TxDOT activities in Eastland, Comanche,
and Stephens counties.

A veteran of the U.S. Air Force, Smith
received a bachelor's of science degree in civil
engineering from Texas Tech University in
1980. He began his career with TxDOT in
1988 as a registered engineer in the Eastland
area office. He was promoted to assistant
area engineer in 1990 where he was responsi-
ble for project development, design and con-
struction inspection. Smith has been interim
area engineer since May.

OFFICE 'AIMS' HIGH: Besides its responsibili-
ties of ensuring compliance with equal
employment opportunity laws, the TxDOT
Office of Civil Rights in Austin continues to
provide presentations about human resources
management issues.

The Advisory Information Module Series
(AIMS) offer ideas for preventing the devel-
opment of employee workplace complaints.
During FY 2001, the office provided some
900 employees information about using prac-
tical communication between management
and employees.

Angela Richmond, an information special-
ist with the office, can be reached through
GroupWise or at (512) 936-2760 for more
information.

AUTo THEFT CARRIES HIDDEN COSTS: Costs
to consumers of car thefts in the United
States reach about $7 billion each year.
According to the Texas Automobile Theft
Prevention Authority, most of the costs are
hidden.

Most citizens seldom give these types of

costs much thought until they become auto-
theft victims. That's when they find that get-
ting a vehicle stolen is more expensive than
ever imagined.

Texans were urged to observe "Watch
Your Car" month in October. The observance
called for heightened awareness about auto
theft and how to prevent it.

"Most people don't take into consideration
all of the costs that can arise when a vehicle
gets stolen - not to mention the accompa-
nying hassles," said Susan Sampson, acting
director for the authority.

Discovering that more is owed on a vehi-
cle than an insurance company is willing to
pay for the loss is always an unwelcome sur-
prise, said Sampson. Vehicle replacement
costs can also complicate things.

"This is just where it starts." Sampson
said. "Other financial factors to consider
include insurance deductibles and replace-
ment costs for personal items that may have
been in a vehicle when it was stolen."

Sampson said at least 250 cars or trucks
are stolen in Texas every day and auto thefts
outnumber other property crimes by three to
one in the state.

More information is available through 1-
800-CAR-WATCH.

PANTEX EXPRESSES THANKS: Several Amar-
illo District employees were recognized
Nov. 2 by BWXT/Pantex, the company that
manages the Department of Energy's Pantex
nuclear weapons disassembly plant east of
Amarillo.

Pantex wanted to show its appreciation for
TxDOT employees who worked to provide
several hundred feet of concrete median bar-
rier to the plant shortly after the terrorist
attacks Sept. 11. The barrier was used to

tighten security at the plant.
The plant's general manager was so thank-

ful that TxDOT was able to fulfill the
request in a matter of hours that he present-
ed plaques to each employee and gave the
district a large American flag.

HE SCOOTS ON ERRANDS: At the El Paso
District's new offices, the building and
grounds cover more than 33 acres. When it's
time for a break, TxDOT employees must
walk some 80 yards to the break room.
While employees enjoy the new facilities that
are green with a variety of native plants,
some like to get around faster than others.
This is especially the case if they have to
walk from one building to another.

Gabe Villanueva has found one way to
cover the inter-office distances. As an
administrative technician, he sits at the front
desk, greets visitors, and answers the tele-
phone. He also runs errands to the ware-
house, the shop, the traffic management cen-
ter, etc. His solution to covering distances
quickly: use a scooter to get around.

"The scooter was a Christmas gift from my
wife," he said, "She bought it so that I could
ride the scooter with my godson. After mov-
ing into the new district offices, I realized
that my scooter could actually come in
handy."

ANNUAL LEAD AwARD PRESENTED: Eliza-
beth Huegele, an administrative technician
who has worked nearly seven years in the
Motor Carrier Division's Permit Branch, has
received the division's
annual LEAD Award.
The recognition is pre-
sented to the nominee
who best exemplifies the
qualities of Leadership,
Enthusiasm, Attitude,
and Dedication.

Nominations come Elizabeth Huegele
from co-workers and must
include a detailed explanation of how the per-
son meets the qualifications of the award.

FOUNDATION NAMES PARTICIPANTS: Two
TxDOT employees have been selected to
participate in Leadership Texas 2002, a pro-
gram sponsored by the Foundation for
Women's Resources.

Terry Sams is the director of transporta-
tion operations for the Dallas District. She
keeps traffic flowing over nearly 9,500 lane
miles of highway, across 33 communities in
the Dallas metroplex area. She has been a
TxDOT employee for 28 years.

Blanca M. Del Valle is the public informa-
tion officer for the El Paso District. She
serves as liaison to the media and the public.
Also, she works closely with legislators, not
only in El Paso, but with the neighboring
country of Mexico. She has been a TxDOT
employee since 1995.

The foundation sponsors Leadership
Texas and focuses on outstanding women
employees who are leaders in their communi-
ties and professions.

Eighteen TxDOT employees have been
selected from among nominees to participate
in the program since 1988. TxDOT pays
tuition and related travel expenses for
employees selected to the program.

See Roundup, Page 5
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Voters approve new 'tools' for roadways
Continued from Page 1

The fund, to be administered by the Texas
Transportation Commission, will finance the
construction, acquisition and expansion of
state highways. It also will pay some of the
costs associated with public toll roads and
other public transportation ventures.

The mandate from voters means that
Texas transportation projects, once they are
funded, can happen sooner. Passage means
that other funding tools are available beyond
the "pay as you go" method that had been
used exclusively to fund highway projects.

John W. Johnson, chairman of the Texas
Transportation Commission, said, "The pas-
sage of Proposition 15 means congestion
relief, acceleration of highway projects, and
increased mobility. The Texas Mobility Fund
brings another financing tool to enhance the
current pay-as-you-go system."

Johnson added, "Across the state, in rural
and metropolitan areas, the Texas Mobility
Fund will help bring solutions to the state's
transportation problems to keep Texans mov-
ing.

Among the first actions to be taken by
TxDOT and the commission was to hold
"listening sessions" on regional mobility
authorities. Five sessions had been scheduled
beginning on Nov. 20 and ending on Dec. 5.
The meetings were held in San Marcos,
Corpus Christi, Arlington, El Paso and
Houston.

Inviting them to take part in the sessions,
TxDOT has sent letters to county judges in
counties of more than 40,000 residents and
to mayors of all cities with populations of
more than 50,000. Various metropolitan
planning organizations also were invited to
participate.

The "listening sessions" sought the opin-
ions of community leaders as to what
requirements are needed to create a regional
mobility authority, what standards the pro-
jects should follow, TxDOT oversight of
construction, accountability and reporting

"Across the state, in rural and

metropolitan areas, the Texas Mobility

Fund will help bring solutions to the

state's transportation problems to keep

Texans moving."

- Commissioner John Johnson

standards, as well as use of surplus funds:
Once opinions are gathered, rules will be

developed and sent to all who participated in
the sessions for their review. This will occur
before the commission members make any
final decisions on rules for the regional
mobility authorities.

Once rules are set, local officials may ask
the transportation commission to establish a
regional mobility authority that would build,
operate and maintain a new toll project.

Toll equity, as it is called, is the third tool
provided to the commission by the passage of
Proposition 15. Toll equity allows the trans-
portation commission to assist the funding
and operation of certain specified toll roads.

While many details remain to be devel-
oped regarding toll equity, at a basic level it
means that the commission can provide
funds for toll projects that aren't fully sup-
ported by the tolls alone. Given the value of
the projects in meeting the mobility needs of
Texans, the commission can provide the off-
setting funds without having to be repaid by
the specific toll authorities.

Proposition 2:
With passage of Proposition 2, voters

amended the Texas constitution to establish
the process of issuing up to $175 million of
state general obligation bonds and notes.
Such funds would go for construction of

roads to allow school buses and other essen-
tial services into the areas known as border
colonias.

Generally, a colonia is an economically
distressed geographic area with inadequate
public services (such as water supplies, sewer
services, or paved roads) in a county without
adequate resources to provide such services.

Eligible counties that have colonias within
their borders will assess which are in the
most need of funding for roads.

The Texas Transportation Commission, in
consultation with the governor, would be
authorized to determine what constitutes a
border colonia for purposes of selecting the
counties and projects that would receive
assistance.

The commission has proposed a program
to improve access to border colonias. The
program would apply to 23 counties along
the Texas-Mexico border and would allow
TxDOT to help pay for roadway improve-
ments that connect colonias to other public
roads.

Once the program is finalized, border
counties could submit project proposals to be
selected by the Texas Transportation
Commission.

Selection criteria would include the popu-
lation of the border colonia to be served,
condition of current roads in the area,
whether a project is on an existing or
planned school bus route, and access to other
parts of the region.

Wide margins:
Fewer than 7 percent of eligible Texas vot-

ers turned out on Election Day, but both
propositions passed by wide margins.

Proposition 15: votes in favor 68 percent;
votes against 32 percent.

Proposition 2: votes in favor 61 percent;
votes against 39 percent. *

Editor's note: Bill Powell is the principal author
of this article.

Roundup

Continued from Page 4

TORNADO REVEALS TxDOT ROLE: A torna-

do that shredded the heart of the town of
Stonewall exposed the real heart of the com-
munity and the role TxDOT plays there.

The twister touched down about 9:30 p.m.
Oct. 12. The F-3 level storm was the
strongest ever to hit Gillespie County, leav-
ing a path of destruction about 500 yards
wide and two miles long. Despite heavy
damage to trees, homes and businesses, only
two people were slightly injured.

Danny Crenwelge, Fredericksburg mainte-
nance supervisor, called his crews out in the
wake of the storm. Johnson City mainte-
nance workers and their section supervisor,
Terry Brussel, also converged on the stricken
town with heavy equipment.

Ranch to Market Road 1 was almost com-
pletely blocked by tree limbs and debris from
more than 100 shattered homes and busi-
nesses.

Over four days, the TxDOT workers, with

front-end loaders and dump trucks, cleared
300 truckloads of tree limbs and other debris.

The roar of the engines was accompanied
by the cheers and sincere thanks of many
from the small town. "People were coming
up to us, and thanking us for helping and
being there," Crenwelge says. "Everyone was
pitching in to help. It was incredible."

Austin District's openings 'grand':
When it comes to dedicating important

projects, sometimes a red ribbon and scissors
just won't do. Instead, the Austin District has
substituted a bus, and some bubbly.

On Oct. 26, the City of Round Rock and
the Austin District opened new turnaround
bridges over 1-35 at FM 1325. The inter-
change is one of the busiest in Central Texas.

The crossroads will also host SH 45 (the
first of three new local toll roads, and an
important link to the future U.S. 183A to the
west, and SH 130 to the east.

New turnaround bridges over 1-35 were
deemed the first step in relieving congestion.

Round Rock partnered with TxDOT to build
the $5-million project in just over a year.

Local and state dignitaries joined TxDOT
officials in a small commuter bus that drove

through a paper banner to open the bridges

to traffic.
A bigger christening was needed for a $28

million project a few miles south on 1-35.
Four direct connection ramps will help traffic

flow at U.S. 290 East, an important link to

Houston.

The project required closing the main

lanes of the interstate 16 times, with detours

stretching in all directions. Eventually, the

job came in under budget, with only modest

delays.
Such an occasion called for champagne.

TxDOT Executive Director Mike Behrens

came out Nov. 9 to shatter a bottle of the

bubbly on a concrete retaining wall. Then

Behrens and Austin District Engineer

William Garbade led a procession of vehicles

as the first to cross the tallest ramp. *

r
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Retirements
DECEMBER 2000
Abilene District
Clyde L. Prince
Engineering Tech Ill
18 Years

JULY 2001
Tyler District
Sandra R. Weaver
Administrative Technician IIl
14 Years

Billy G. Jobe
Maintenance Supervisor
28 Years

AUGUST 2001
Lubbock District
Gary D. Newton
Transportation Maintenance Crew Chief I
18 Years

Adolph Parks
Transportation Maintenance Crew Chief II
22 Years

Human Resources Divison
Eugene Lawrence Long, Jr.
Training Specialist IV
29 Years

SEPTEMBER 2001
Austin District
Evelyn L. Deshay
Accountant Ill
29 Years

Fort Worth District
Linda P Hooper
Administrative Tech III
27 Years

Lubbock District
Nolan E. Roach
Transportation Maintenance Tech. V
35 Years

OCTOBER 2001
Beaumont District
Alfred E. Smith
Director IV
39 years

Fort Worth District
Stanley McFarland
Design Tech V
39 years

Marvin K. Mills, Jr.
Engineering Specialist V
35 years

Daniel F. Hinton
Engineering Specialist
30 years

Houston District
James G. Darden Il
Director of Project Development
24 Years

Raymond A. Just
Engineering Tech III
31 years

Lubbock District
Ernie L. Mead
Transportation Maintenance Tech. IV
19 Years

Richard A. Morris
Maintenance Section Supervisor Ill
30 Years

Odessa District
Merle G. Miller
Program Admin Ill
42 Years

Pharr District
Placido C. Martinez
Engineering Tech Ill
29 Years

Finance Division
John Anthony Beall
Statistician Ill
30 Years

Vehicle Titles and Registration Division
Phyllis J. Bryan
Administrative Technician II
13 Years

NOVEMBER 2001
Dallas District
Bobby H. Cunningham
Transportation Maintenance Technician II
16 Years

Lufkin District
Garland P Brooks
Vehicle Mechanic IV
29 Years

Tyler District
Shirley S. Whitwell
Administrative Technician Ill
21 Years

Administration Division
Kirby W. Pickett
Director V
41 Years

General Services Division
Albert R. Breton
Information Specialist II
10 Years

Information Systems Division
David J. McClintic
System Analyst II
29 Years

Motor Carrier Division
Omey T. Carter
Administrative Technician IV
37 Years

DECEMBER 2001
Bryan District
Bemard J. Klawinsky
Transportation Maintenance Specialist II
40 Years

Service Awards
Abilene District
25 years
Ronnie C. Bell
15 years
Jesse H. Vasquez
5 years
Thomas K. Edwards

Amarillo District
20 years
Antonio M. Pacheco
15 years
Karla H. Boissenet
Gregory C. Welch
10 years
William D. Sintas
5 years
Raymond S. Skaggs

Atlanta District
15 years
Angela L. McCasland
10 years
Shirley H. Lightfoot
5 years
Brent D. Doddy
Tammy R. Hudson

Austin District
30 years
Dierre C. Smith
15 years
Sylvia A. Bockholt
Douglas S. McKay
10 years
Patrick C. Smith
5 years
Donald J. Anderson
Tad P Nichols
Alcie C. Peterson Jr.

Beaumont District
30 years
Nolan R. Wagner
15 years
David W. Bell
Earlton A. Hadnot
Janet K. Manley
Jeffery W. Vayon
10 years
Sheila A. Mason
5 years
Luther A. Willey

Brownwood District
5 years
Kevin W. McCarthy

Bryan District
25 years
Michael A. Carpenter
20 years
John D. Kempenski
15 years
William E. Necessary
5 years
Carolyn K. Dobos
Thomas E. Fry
Michael B. Komegay
Charles H. Walton

Chldress District
20 years
Bedford R. Hudson
5 years
Robert E. Farley

Corpus Christi District
15 years
Clinton R. Baacke
Oscar C. Garcia II
Susan D. Irvin
5 years
Steven L. Ellison
Severo Hernandez Jr.
Joe A. Pena
Alventor F. Rodriguez

Dallas District
35 years
Thomas J. Fuller
30 years
Raymond D. Ashmore
15 years
Jimmie C. Ferrell Jr.
Shirley K. Lawson
Larry J. Welch
10 years
Steven D. Hurt
Carl 0. Meek III
Steven L. Poole
5 years
Richard C. Edwards
Mohammed Hassen
Jahor L. Roy
David P Stauder
James A. Wilhoite

El Paso District
20 years
Rebecca Grado
15 years
Mario A. Martinez
Rodolfo S. Ramirez
5 years
Mario M. Pando
Robert Rodriguez
Lucio F. Santos
Godwin I. Ubanyionwu

Fort Worth District
20 years
William F. Nelson Jr.
15 years
Alfred C. Kitchens
Johnny D. Wall
10 years
Laura D. Hartmann
5 years
Lou A. Parker-holden
Hector Solis
Holly E. Stacy
Randy R. Stevens
Randal G. Threadgill

Houston District
30 years
Hardy L. Christmas
20 years
Steve M. Bayne
Lee B. Carrington
Eloy S. Guity
Olan B. Norman
15 years
Robert A. Baumgartner
Earnest M. Broadus
Robert C. Cantrell
James E. Fritzsching
Kenneth W. Hill
Larry E. Leamons
David G. Perez
Chock M. Tam
Harold E. Whited Jr.
Larry L. Wong
10 years
Robert L. Alexander Sr.
5 years
Rodney D. Atchley
Richard Awala
Matt S. Lopez

Laredo District
20 years
Vicky Gonzalez

Lubbock District
20 years
William F. Phillips
15 years
Darral H. Bryant
Irving E. Craft
George Deleon
Tommy L. Echols
5 years
Matthew L. Evans
Floyd L. Petty Jr.
Tony K. Roberson
Donny L. Roberts

Lufin District
35 years
James 0. Doyle
15 years
Raymond D. Maze
5 years
George T. Wilson Jr.

Odessa District
20 years
Rebecca P Bragg
Larry G. Levario
Kathleen I. Schlegel
15 years
Benny P Carrasco
Louis Garcia
Jovenal S. Hinojos
Daniel Reyes
5 years
Adan R. Garcia
Vincent Granado

Paris District
25 years
Steven W. Fuller

Pharr District
15 years
Jose C. Solis

San Angelo District
30 years
Raymond J. Beckhusen
25 years
Carol E. Ferguson
Harvey J. Havlak
10 years
Cathey L. Kohutek
Ricardo L. Sanchez
5 years
Terry J. Duncan

San Antonio District
35 years
Juan A. Zaragosa
25 years
Daniel M. Arredondo
Anita F. Lytell
Susie R. Villarreal
20 years
Domingo Garza Jr.
15 years
Aloys J. Dziuk
Henry Felux Jr.
Leon D. Henk
Sidney G. Loe
Cecil E. Loman Jr.
David A. Shedrock
5 years
Laura M. Lopez
Hector R. Ortiz
Arlene Y. Waldon
Lorri A. Whitehead

Tyler District
5 years
Freddie R. Jones

Waco District
15 years
Kenneth W. Bennett
Jimmy L. Busby
Franklin P Hurt
Rex L. Reid
Robert G. Scott
5 years
John A. Jackson

Wichita Falls District
20 years
Walter T. Hertel
5 years
Michael Pontician
James C. Simpson

Yoakum District
15 years
Albert C. Grahmann
5 years
James P Pohl
Julius C. Siegel

Bridge Division
20 years
Clyde R. Collier

Construction Division
25 years
Robert J. Light
15 years
Thomas L. Puckett

Design Division
15 years
Maria G. Burke

Environmental Affairs
Division
5 years
James T. Abbott

General Services Division
35 years
Elaine M. Campbell
15 years
Johnny Burke
5 years
Charles W. Neyland

Information Systems
Division
20 years
Caye L. Cox
15 years
Barbara L. Ryon
5 years
Kenneth L. Clark

Motor Carrier Division
15 years
Gail Klein

Motor Vehicle Division
10 years
Debbie D. Barry
5 years
Heman G. Cortez

o.. s.. d e r
Division
25 years
Virginia M. Wier

Right of Way Division
5 years
Joe D. Williamson

Texas Tarnpike Authority
Division
20 years
Phillip E. Russell

Transportation Planning &
Programming Division
15 years
Louis W. Clampitt
Robert D. Ramirez
5 years
Margaret N. Ortiz

Travel Division
15 years
Vemon N. Billings
Rebecca L. Wilson
10 years
Georginia M. Harrell
Debra B. Snyder

Vehicle Titles &
Registration Division
25 years
Julia G. Denniston
20 years
Brenda G. Kinney
10 years
Sally C. Morris
5 years
Jennifer E. Lymas
Luis R. Perez Jr.
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2001 Statewide Truck Roadeo a success
By Ken Roberts
Waco District

A warm, blustery day was the
backdrop Nov. 1 for the ninth annual
TxDOT statewide Truck Roadeo
Championship, hosted this year by
the Waco District. Competition was
friendly but intense as drivers com-
pleted their equipment inspections
and challenged their driving skills by
negotiating the six-station obstacle
course.

Jerral Wyer, with the department's
Occupational Safety Division, was
especially pleased as he observed the
competition. "What a great day! All
you have to do is just stand here and
watch to know that we have a quality
group of drivers here," Wyer said.
"These are serious, intense leaders
that are the heart and soul of the
department's safety program, and it
shows," he said.

The day after the competition,
Vicki Haydon, who works with
Wyer, announced Mark Kroll
(Houston District) as the competi-
tion's top scorer. Brian Harvey (Fort
Worth District) was first runner-up.
Mike Cervantez (Waco District) was
named an alternate to the national
competition, scheduled for Ohio
early next year.

TxDOT Executive Director Mike
Behrens praised the drivers. He also
emphasized the importance of safety
in the lives of the department's
employees.

"Safety is important to us,"
Behrens said, "Be vigilant every day
and think safety."

"We need you, each and every one
of you, and we need you to remember
that - at work, at home, and through-
out your daily activities," he said.

Richard Skopik, Waco district
engineer, also had high praise for the
competitors. "Your mere presence
here indicates that you exemplify the
focus, safety awareness, and attention
to detail that says you are the best of
the best in the state of Texas," Skopik
said during remarks at the awards
ceremony.

In addition to belt buckles present-
ed to all participants, Terry Farrow, a
visiting representative from the New
Mexico Department of
Transportation, brought belt buckles
for the top three finishers.

Wyer recognized the professional
support provided by TxDOT district
safety coordinators and their critical
importance to the department's safety
program. "Without your support and
commitment to safety, our program
could not succeed and I thank you
and your staffs," he stated.

Jim Busby, Waco District safety
coordinator and principal competi-
tion coordinator, presented the Jerry
Wooldridge Award to Thurber
Defreece (Tyler District).

TxDOT safety coordinators pre-
sent the award to a TxDOT employ-
ee who most exemplifies in their
daily activities the highest level of
enthusiasm, spirit of cooperation, and
professionalism.

Wooldridge, for whom the award
is named, was a key player in the
inception of the state competition
becoming department practice. He
was a safety coordinator for the Fort
Worth District and died in 1997
after 22 years of service to the
department.

The Bryan District will host next
year's Truck Roadeo Championship.*

How they fared:
Participants are listed by name and TxDOT

district. The first 10 places are ranked.

I. Mark Kroll
(Houston)

2. Brian Harvey
(Fort Worth)

3. Mike Cervantez
(Waco)

4. James Gilbert
(Abilene)

5. Scott Scholz
(Houston)

Chris Medford
(Abilene)
Robert Hollingsworth
(Amarillo)
James Oles
(Amarillo)
Mike Bishop
(Atlanta)
Richard Jaynes
(Atlanta)
Lonnie W. Hohmann
(Austin)
Will 0. Weidenfeller
(Austin)
Sidney Jones
(Beaumont)
Kevin Waldrep
(Beaumont)
David Brooks
(Brownwood)

Danny Garza
(Brownwood)
Chad Clossin
(Bryan)
A. C. LaSalle
(Bryan)
Jeff Smith
(Childress)
Juan Valenzuela
(Corpus Christi)
Jack Wiginton
(Corpus Christi)
Danny Clanton
(Dallas)
Joe Lair Jr.
(Dallas)
Daniel Flores
(El Paso)
Hector Garcia
(El Paso)

6. Thurber DeFreece
(Tyler)

7. Ronny Lehrmann
(Fort Worth)

8. Rusty Page
(Tyler)

9. Lee Dhone
(Lufkin)

10. Mike Doss
(Childress)

Ruben Rocha
(Laredo)
Luis Villanueva
(Laredo)

Aldofo Chavarria
(Lubbock)
Vance Thomas
(Lubbock)

Joey Oliver
(Lufkin)

Jorge Estrada
(Odessa)
Daniel Reyes
(Odessa)
Kent Hall
(Paris)

Rocky Young
(Paris)
Juan R. Guerra
(Pharr)
Roberto Loera
(Pharr)
Gary Maricle
(San Angelo)
Frank Munsinger
(San Angelo)
Ervin Brooks
(San Antonio)
Robert Hartman
(San Antonio)
Tim Meeks
(Waco)
Gary Croucher
(Wichita Falls)
Jim Keck
(Wichita Falls)
Daryl Honc
(Yoakum)
Jeffrey Stock
(Yoakum)

In Memoriam
Abilene District
John E. Pierce
Right of Way Agent II
retired in 1977
died August 12, 2001

Amarillo District
Johnnie E. Meadows
Shop Foreman IV
retired in 1972
died September 26, 2001

Beaumont District
John S. Johnson
Maintenance Technician I1
died September 21, 2001

Brownwood District
Seburn H. Wolfe
Engineering Technician IV
retired in 1991
died August 27, 2001

Bryan District
Chevis R. Wyatt
Maintenance Technician Ill
retired in 1991
died September 26, 2001

Childress District
William B. Ray
Maintenance Construction Foreman Ill
retired in 1970
died September 04, 2001

Dallas District
Alvin C. Boehme
Maintenance Technician IlIl
retired in 1975
died September 15, 2001

Francis X. Fallwell
Engineer IV
retired in 1983
died September 19, 2001

Tony W. Malone
Engineering Technician V
retired in 1994
died September 4, 2001

Doyal W. Whitehead
Maintenance Technician Ill
retired in 1992
died August 30, 2001

Fort Worth District
Ross Basham
Maintenance Technician IlIl
retired in 1980
died August 04, 2001

Leroy M. Palmer
Engineering Technician V
retired in 1986
died September 14, 2001

Houston District
Eligia R. Martinez
Maintenance Technician Ill
retired in 1996
died August 5, 2001

Lufldn District
L. E. Hendricks
Maintenance Technician Ill
retired in 1993
died September 4, 2001

Gerald E. Pate
Roadway Maintenance Supervisor V
retired in 1988
died August 18, 2001

Paris District
Vollie N. Daughtrey
Maintenance Technician IIl
retired in 1978
died September 25, 2001

Boyd W. Griffin
Maintenance Construction Supervisor IlIl
retired in 1983
died August 9, 2001

Vaudie V. Phipps
Maintenance Technician I
retired in 1973
died September 16, 2001

Weldon W. Smith
Maintenance Technician II
retired in 1989
died November 30, 2001

Pharr District
Diego Ibarra
Roadway Maintenance Supervisor Ill
died August 15, 2001

San Angelo District
Theodore R. Coker Jr.
Engineer III
retired in 1975
died August 23, 2001

San Antonio District
Everett R. Leach
Transportation Maintenance Specialist I
retired in 1995
died September 13, 2001

General Services Division
Nancy G. Blankenship
Micrographic Technician II
retired in 1993
died September 6, 2001

-Tavel Division
Tom H. Taylor
Maintenance Technician II
retired in 1986
died May 10, 2001
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lau(
Division honors districts
for environmental efforts

By JIM DOBBINS
Environmental Affairs Division

Waco District project to preserve and
enhance a wetland was highlighted
recently as winner of the 2001

Environmental Achievement Award.
TxDOT's Environmental Affairs Division

presented the annual award during the mid-
October meeting of department executives in
College Station.

The Environmental Achievement Award
recognizes the best examples of projects and
processes that fulfill transportation objectives
while protecting and enhancing the natural
and human environment. The award is pre-
sented to the district whose efforts demon-
strate outstanding results.

The Waco District took home top honors
for its Texas 6 wetland modification project.
When improvements to Texas 6 in Riesel
threatened a pond, the staff of the Waco
District went the extra mile to preserve and
enhance the wetland. They did so even after
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers deter-
mined that no mitigation efforts would be
required.

The restored wetland has attracted a vari-
ety of wildlife, such as egrets, kildeer, and
swallows. An attractive, emergent wetland
has replaced what was disparagingly referred
to by local residents as a "mosquito pit."

"We had a difficult time choosing a win-
ner this year because we had so many strong
nominees," said Terry Dempsey, an environ-
mental quality specialist in the division's
Hazardous Materials Management Section,
who served on the review committee. "I liked
the Waco District's project because they took
what was essentially an eyesore and made it
into something that the community can be
proud of."

The Waco District has received two of the
past four Environmental Achievement
awards.

Runnerup: Bryan District

Population growth in the Bryan-College
Station area required construction of new
Texas 40 to connect Texas 6 with FM 2154.
The path of the proposed highway passes
through an area where the endangered
Navasota ladies' tress is found. This flower-
ing plant, a species of orchid, is found only
in about 100 locations in a 10-county area.

To build the highway and to avoid adversely
affecting the endangered plant, the Bryan
District's environmental staff teamed with
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and a local
landowner to come up with a pragmatic
solution.

To conserve the plant and obtain the
approval of resource agencies, the district
created TxDOT's first conservation ease-
ment. TxDOT purchased an interest in 38
acres of land containing a population of
Navasota ladies' tresses. The site is along
Spring Creek and one of its tributaries. A
private landowner, who will not develop the

Award is Waco
site, will retain ownership.

TxDOT staff will perform more work at
the easement to improve conditions for the
endangered plant. The easement will be
monitored and surveyed periodically to
ensure that no harm is done to the endan-
gered plants.

Runnerup: Corpus Christi District

When a project to improve U.S. 77
through Refugio turned up the cemetery of a
Spanish mission hidden under the highway,
the staff of Corpus Christi District's public
information office went to work. They
planned and executed a major public rela-
tions campaign and partnership with area
citizens.

Contract archeologists found more than
160 sets of remains from Spanish and Native
American inhabitants of mission Nuestra
Senora del Refugio when the highway pave-
ment was removed for replacement.

This required extensive coordination
under Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act. As a result, completion of
the project was delayed on this major travel
corridor that bisects the city of Refugio.

Contract archeologists removed the
remains for study and later reburial in a new
site.

District staff held meetings with affected
parties and launched a campaign to keep
area citizens informed as the project unfold-
ed. A videotape chronicling the story of the
mission and the project itself was made with
the assistance of staff from the Travel and
Environmental Affairs divisions.

Honorable Mention: Pharr District

When erosion problems threatened a sen-
sitive wetland along U.S. 77 in Kenedy
County, Pharr District environmental staff
teamed up with the Raymondville
Maintenance Section to stabilize both the
highway and the wetland.

Pharr District staff met with their coun-
terparts at the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers and the Maintenance Division to
develop and implement a plan.

District maintenance employees placed silt
fences at the ordinary high-water mark and
hauled dirt in to fill gullies and crevasses.
They dug a 400-foot ditch about six feet
from the edge of the pavement and placed
about 800 timber poles at ground level to
stabilize the site.

Crews added a second similar trench
about six feet from the first one, and filled it
with timber poles. This second group of
poles was placed so that six inches of each
pole was exposed above ground level to slow
storm water run-off.

Staff dug out the accumulated sediment,
reshaped the slopes, and constructed a
concrete drain to remove rainwater from a
nearby bridge and prevent washouts.

Soil was analyzed and favorable vegetation
planted to ensure that the slopes do not wash
out. The use of soil retention blankets
prevented erosion until the plants became
established. *
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Calendar__
2001
DECEMBER
11 Research Oversight Committee Meeting, Austin,

RTI
11-13 District Sign Shop Supervisors Meeting, Bryan,

TRF
13 Commission Meeting, Austin
24 Christmas Eve (holiday)
25 Christmas Day (holiday)
26 Day after Christmas(holiday)

2002
JANUARY
1 New Year's Day (holiday)
8-9 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
21 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (holiday)
31 Commission Meeting, Austin

FEBRUARY
5-6 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
5.8 Right of Way Administrator's Meeting, Austin,

ROW
18 President's Day (holiday)
28 Commission Meeting, Lufkin

MARCH
5-6 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
19-20 2002 Construction Conference, Waco, CST
20-22 Texas Aviation Conference, Austin, AVN
28 Commission Meeting, Austin
29 Good Friday (holiday)

APRIL
2-3 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
24 2002 Design Conference, San Antonio, DES
16-17 Maintenance Conference, San Antonio, MNT
24-25 Dispute Resolution Conference, TBA, CST
25 Commission Meeting, Abilene

MAY
7-8 Bid Letting, Austin, CST

The complete TxDOT Calendar Is on the Intranet at
http://crossroads/org/plo/aticles/calendar.htn


