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HEAW TO REn : The executive director
of TxDOT, Wes Heald, in June
announced his intention to retire on
Aug. 31. He announced his retirement
early to allow commissioners time to
select the next executive director by Sept.
1. In his announcement,
Heald said, "Serving
TxDOT as the executive
director has been a great
honor and it is difficult to
know what to say except
thanks to each of you for
your work, your loyalty to
TxDOT and for support- wee Ieiald
ing me. I have great admi-
ration for the men and women both past
and present who have made this agency
known throughout the United States as a
leader in transportation." He added that
his retirement decision was "based entire-
ly on 40 years of service and to spend
more time with my family."

LgIusc - TO REME: Al Luedecke,
director of TxDOT's Transportation
Planning and Programming Division
(TPP), has announced his intention to
retire effective Aug. 31. He has been
with the department for
nearly 30 years and served
as the director of TPP
operations for nearly 15
years. The division has
wide-ranging responsibil-
ities. It oversees planning
for statewide multimodal
transportation systems, N uedecke
and it oversees the devel-
opment and annual update of the
Statewide Transportation Improvement
Program. Further, it oversees the analysis
and projection of traffic data, as well as
programming of all statewide projects
and programs. Lastly, it oversees devel-
opment and maintenance of the TxDOT
roadway database and mapping.

ClwDss DismTiR ENGINEER:
Craig Clark has been named District
Engineer for the Chil-
dress District, effective
Aug. 1. A department
employee since 1982, he
began his career as an
engineering assistant in
the Odessa District. He
has held positions as area'
engineer in Pecos, engi- Craig Clark
neer of field construction in the Con-

See Roundup, Page 61
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Session sees action on transportation items

The work of the 77th Texas
Legislature, having met in regular

session, is over. Of the thousands
of pieces of legislation introduced, several

represented the Transportation

Commission's legislative agenda.
These were presented to the Legislature

by Commission Chairman John W.
Johnson.

Items of significance to TxDOT
employees and retirees that were consid-
ered by the Legislature included pay raises

for state workers, financing of roadways,
highway safety, issues affecting the depart-
ment's business processes, environmental

issues, and the like.
Commissioner Johnson, in his letter to

legislators outlining the commission's

views, said, "With more Texans stuck in

traffic every day, all indications are that

transportation will be one of the top issues

in the upcoming session of the Texas
Legislature.

See Legislature, Page 3

Houston floods / special section, Pages 7 - 10
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Straight Talk,
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Through theyears: with pride, 'Thank You
u have probably heard by now about

my intention to retire from TxDOT at
the end of August.

Since the announcement was made in
early June, I have heard from many of you
with your best wishes, have received your
congratulations on my four
decades of service, and I
have fielded some ques-
tions.

Mostly the questions
deal with plans for the
future. The questions come
in another form, too. They
ask about change.

Some questions are per-
sonal. They ask about me. Wes Heald
These are the kinds of
questions that all people who retire from the
department will face one day.

Some questions, though, are not about me.
They are about the department - Who will
be the next executive director? Will the
department be headed in a new direction?
Who else will be retiring? What can we
expect to happen next?

These questions have helped to clarify
some things for me. They have helped to
remind me of some things I have come to
know over the years.

For starters, I know that I do not have all
of the answers for all of the questions. Even
so, I know that answers will come at the
appropriate time.

Also, I know that the progress this depart-

ment makes every day is not about me. If
anything, it's about you - the excellence of
service and the energy you bring to this
work.

So, let there be questions, but let them
focus on how the department can serve and
will serve Texas in the days ahead.

More importantly, I know that others in
the department - from top to bottom in
this organization - are committed to mak-
ing the transition as smooth as possible.
There will be no interruption in the kinds of
services, nor in the quality of services we pro-
vide to the public.

It is this knowledge about your commit-
ment to public service and to professionalism
that allows me to end my service with
TxDOT. Because of such knowledge, I am
confident that the work to be done will be in
good hands - in your hands.

Yes, there is more work to be done. I am
glad to have done my share, and I am glad to
have shared such work with those who come
after me. Even as I recall the proud achieve-
ments of the many who came before me, I
understand that many will come after me to
achieve great things.

Perhaps because retirement is such a mile-
stone in a person's professional life, I have
also come to more fully understand the grati-
tude felt toward those who've come before us
- and to those who will come after.

There are many reasons that propel my
gratitude. I'm happy for this opportunity to
express my thanks.

For the 40 years of personal and profes-
sional friendships that are a hallmark of the
fine people in the TxDOT Family. For the
countless opportunities to help make life bet-
ter for Texans. For the knowledge that our
service is valued. And for the confidence that
you will continue work that others have
begun.

Thank You.

Disasters can bring out the best in people.
For TxDOT people in and near the Houston
District, the recent flooding had this effect.

Of TxDOT people affected by the storm,
there are countless stories of dedication to
public service. There are stories of heroic
actions by people who modestly say they
were just doing their jobs, stories of those
who suffered devastating effects from the
storm's floods, and stories of people who
came to aid those who were suffering.

In this issue of Transportation News, you
will read but a very few of these stories. Take
such stories as examples of what we can
achieve in the face of the most difficult cir-
cumstances.

And to the thousands of you who gave of
yourself - for your actions of service, for

your heroism, for your concern for your fel-
low human beings - again and always,
Thank You. *

Wes Heald is executive director of the Texas
Department of Transportation.

Flooded Houston: 'Thanks for your help'
By Gary K. Trietsch
District Engineer / Houston

We all too often take for granted how well
off we really are. After we began to tally our
losses, we discovered that the TxDOT roads,,
bridges and buildings only suffered relatively
minor to moderate damage. The cost would
be high, but we still had a functioning sys-
tem.

The real heartbreak came as we discovered
how many employees' homes and property
were damaged. Eighty-nine employees suf-

fered some type of damage. This is one out
of every 18 employees in this district.

Although some lost very little, others lost
almost everything.

There were many events and stories that
were truly gratifying to a district engineer.
They can best be summarized as follows:

. seeing fellow Houston employees help-
ing each other out;

. seeing the support that poured in from
other TxDOT employees from around the
state;

. seeing the dedication of Houston
employees to get their jobs done in order to
serve the public.

On behalf of the employees in the
Houston District, I want to thank all of
those across the state who generously donat-
ed to our special relief fund. *

Editor's note: Flood relief donations can be sent to
TxDOTDistrict Engineer's Office/Houston, PO.
Box 1386, Houston, TX 77251-1386. Checks
should be payable to TxDOT Flood Relief
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Got news?
Did your district newsletter run a story you think other TxDOT employees would enjoy reading? Do
you know of a co-worker with an interesting hobby? We want your story ideas. To contribute, con-
tact your district public information officer. He or she can pass it along to us. Or you can contact
Editor Tim Cunningham by phone at (512) 463-8955.

Submission info

District employees should discuss potential submissions with their public information officer.
Submissions must be received by the second Friday of the month.
Copy should be sent as e-mail attachment to TCUNNIN as Microsoft Word document (.doc) files.
Photos sent electronically should be in high resolution .jpeg or .tif format.

Copies of this publication have been deposited with the Texas State
Library in compliance with the State Depository Law.

Trouble getting Transportation News?
Call (512) 463-8588
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Legislative Summary

Continued from Page 1

"A few statistics illustrate the increasing
demand being placed on our transportation
system:

. "Texas motorists drive nearly 569 mil-
lion miles every day;

. "Vehicle registrations have increased to
17 million statewide;

" "Nearly 80 percent of all U.S.-Mexico
truck traffic crosses at a Texas port of entry;

" "By 2025, the Texas population will
increase by 35 percent, and traffic on Texas
highways will increase by 56 percent."

Johnson said the legislative agenda aimed
at improving the safety and efficiency of the
state's transportation system.

The following is a summary of several rec-
ommendations presented by the Commission
to the Legislature. Many of these recommen-
dations became law as they were passed by
the Texas House and Senate and were signed
by the governor.

Some, however, didn't make it through
this session, but they are described in this
article for fuller understanding by readers of
Transportation News.

The following summary of the depart-
ment's legislative recommendations was pre-
pared by the TxDOT Legislative Affairs
Office (LAO). The summary describes the
legislative action that occurred, along with an
explanation for each recommendation.

More detailed information is available
through the Legislative Affairs Office site
(crossroads/orgao) on the department's
intranet, from which this article was developed.

Some good news

Increase in pay, benefits: TxDOT people
have been asking, "Do I get a an increase in
pay as a result of action by the Texas
Legislature?"

Yes - but you need to read the fine print.
As additional details are firmed up, brief
overviews will be presented at the LAO site
on the department's intranet.

As the understanding and process evolves,
in-depth analysis will be provided by the
Human Resources Division at its site (cross-
roads/org/hrd) on the department's intranet.

There will be a salary increase. The
Appropriations Bill (Senate Bill 1) contains a
four-percent salary increase effective Sept. 1,
2001, for state employees with at least 12
continuous months of state service prior to
Sept. 1, 2001.

The minimum increase that an eligible
employee will receive is $100 per month.

An employee who is not employed for 12
continuous months prior to Sept. 1, 2001,
and who begins work with the state prior to
March 1, 2002, is eligible for the salary
increase on Sept. 1, 2002.

Also, under the terms of House Bill 2914
signed by the governor, longevity pay for
state employees will increase. The new
longevity pay would be set at $20 per month
for each three years of lifetime service credit.
This takes effect after Sept. 1, 2001.

Previously, longevity pay was set at $20
per month for each five years of credit.

Another salary increase will take effect on
Sept. 1, 2002, if funds are available for eligi-
ble state employees. If the state comptroller
certifies next year that funds are available, a
three percent salary increase (with a $65 per

month minimum) for employees under
Salary Schedules A and B will become effec-
tive Sept. 1, 2002.

Other changes include increased travel
reimbursement authority to $30 per day for
meals and $80 per day for lodging.

Financing
State equity in toll roads: This had become

Senate Bill 342 and Senate Joint Resolution 16.
These were passed by the Legislature and signed
by the governor. Because the legislation requires
a change in the state's constitution, voters in
November will ultimately decide this matter.

The Texas Constitution provides that state
monies may only be expended on a toll road
project if those funds are repaid from tolls
generated from that toll project.

Given the high cost of highway improve-
ment projects, entities that construct toll
facilities are looking to the Transportation
Commission for federal and state highway
funds needed to leverage existing funds and
complete the financing for those facilities.

TxDOT's Turnpike Authority Division is
one of those entities.

The requirement for repayment may make
needed projects unfeasible by increasing bor-
rowing costs. Repayment could also result in
higher tolls, or it could require a larger up-
front contribution from TxDOT in order to
make a project viable because of higher pri-
vate capital borrowing costs.

This recommendation would amend the
Texas Constitution to allow for the use of
State Highway Fund monies for equity in
toll roads.

The opportunity to leverage state highway
funds is what makes this legislation attractive
to TxDOT-

If more projects can be partially financed
with tolls, the state will benefit through
increased construction activity.

State infrastructure bank loans to coun-
ties: This became Senate Bill 407 and was
signed into state law on April 9.

The State Infrastructure Bank (SIB) is a
revolving account in the State Highway
Fund from which TxDOT may award loans
to local governments to fund eligible trans-
portation projects.

Because of an opinion issued by the Texas
attorney general, a county may not borrow
funds from the SIB unless the county also
issues bonds or other statutorily authorized
obligations.

The SIB in turn acquires the county's
obligations and provides a loan. This discour-
ages a county from borrowing from the SIB
and unnecessarily increases a county's costs
of borrowing transportation funds.

This recommendation would amend state
law to grant explicit authority to counties to
borrow funds from the SIB.

Issuance of bonds for constructing state
highways: This became several bills. The so-
called GARVEE bills (Senate Joint Resolution
10 and Senate Bill 241) remained in committee
and did not pass. However, Senate Joint
Resolution 16 and Senate Bill 4 passed both the
House and Senate and were signed by the gover-
nor.

Texas has traditionally been a "pay-as-you-
go" state when it comes to funding state

highway improvements.
The demands placed on that system of

funding have caused decision makers to look
to other, non-traditional methods of paying
for roadway construction.

The issuance of debt to pay for public
works projects is well established at the local
level. It was felt that it is time to consider
this method for funding state highway pro-
jects.

Two bonding concepts have surfaced
which can be looked at as complimentary.
The first, Grant Anticipation Revenue
Vehicle bonds (called GARVEEs), is federal-
ly authorized debt that is repaid from future
federal apportionments to Texas.

The value of issuing GARVEE bonds is
that highway projects could be funded earlier.

GARVEEs do not represent more overall
funding for Texas - only the same funding
earlier.

The second is more complex and hinges
upon establishment of a dedicated funding
source to retire the debt.

If a new, dedicated source of funding (for
instance, the dedication of fees generated
through the Department of Public Safety)
should be established in the State Highway
Fund by the Legislature, then that funding
source could be set aside in an account to
repay the debt on bonds issued to construct
highways.

The difficulty of this approach is in iden-
tifying and securing the funding source. The
tremendous upside of this proposal is that it
constitutes a new source of funding for state
highways.

The Transportation Commission believes
that both of these recommendations are
viable tools that should be granted to
TxDOT in order to meet the mobility and
safety challenges facing the entire state.

The Transportation Commission also
believes that the state should move forward
on this new concept of paying for state high-
way construction in a cautious, prudent man-
ner. The department's recommendation to
the Legislature encompassed both forms of
debt financing.

Safety-related issues

Prohibit 2060 permitees from crossing
load-zoned bridges: This became Senate Bill
220, included several other restrictions, and was
signed by the governor.

Current state law requires TxDOT to
issue permits authorizing the operation of
vehicles exceeding the maximum allowable

See Legislature, Page 4
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weight under state law. These weight toler-
ance permits are commonly called "2060 per-
mits" after the legislation establishing the
permit.

A 2060 permit allows the permitee to
travel at weights 5 percent over gross weight
and 10 percent over axle weights - except
on interstate highways.

This law has been interpreted by the
attorney general as granting the permitee the
authority to travel over load-zoned roads and
bridges - regardless of the maximum weight
allowed for the road or bridge.

Concern has been expressed by the
department, some members of the
Legislature, and local elected officials regard-
ing the impact of these vehicles on state and

county bridges.
The recommendation would prohibit 2060

permitees from crossing load-zoned bridges.

Repeat DWI offender: Became House Bill
5 and was merged with language regarding open
containers. See below.

Federal law requires states to enact and
enforce a state law meeting federal require-
ments for repeat DWI offenders or risk hav-
ing certain federal-aid highway funds trans-
ferred.

When transferred, these highway funds
must be expended on traffic safety-related
projects - thus limiting the department's
flexibility in meeting the state's demands on
our highway system.

To avoid the transfer of funds, each state's
repeat offender law must contain minimum
penalties for individuals convicted of a sec-
ond or subsequent offense for driving while
intoxicated (DWI) or driving under the
influence (DUI) after a previous conviction
for that offense.

Texas must amend state law to comply
with federal requirements regarding repeat
DWI offenders to avoid a transfer of federal
highway funds.

The recommendation would bring state
law into compliance with federal law.

Open container of alcohol: Became House
Bill. See above.

Federal law requires states to enact and
enforce a state law meeting federal require-
ments for open containers of alcohol or risk
having certain federal-aid highway funds
transferred.

When transferred, these highway funds
must be expended on traffic safety-related
projects - thus limiting the department's
flexibility in meeting the state's demands on
our highway system.

Legislative Summa
Each state must have in effect a law that

prohibits the possession of any open alco-
holic beverage container, or the consumption
of any alcoholic beverage, in the passenger
area of any motor vehicle (including posses-
sion or consumption by the driver of the
vehicle) located on a public highway, or the
right-of-way of a public highway.

To avoid a transfer of federal highway
funds, Texas must amend state law to comply
with federal requirements regarding open
containers of alcohol.

The recommendation would bring state
law into compliance with federal law on this
subject.

Business processes

Public/private contracting for state high-
way improvements: Became House Bill 1831,
was passed by the Senate, and was signed by the
governor.

TxDOT operates under a series of con-
tracting statutes that have evolved over time
in a piecemeal manner.

As such, there are several instances where
TxDOT's effectiveness is compromised due
to gaps in state law.

The department is limited in its ability to
contract with public and private entities for
state highway improvements.

For example, TxDOT lacks explicit
authority to enter into a contract with the
private sector in a circumstance where the

private sector is paying for the highway
improvement.

In addition, TxDOT lacks the authority to
enter into an agreement with a local govern-
ment for work other than a highway
improvement project.

The recommendation would grant
TxDOT broad statutory authority to enter
into contractual agreements for any depart-
ment purpose.

Use of accrued leave benefits for workers'
compensation purposes: Became Senate Bill
453, was passed by both the House and the
Senate, and was signed by the governor

TxDOT is one of only three self-insured
governmental entities in the state with all
other state agencies handled by the State
Office of Risk Management.

All agencies, except TxDOT, have statuto-
ry authority to allow their employees the
option of remaining on their regular payroll
by using up all of their accrued sick leave and
any-or-all of their accrued vacation leave
prior to receiving workers' compensation
benefits.

Because of a recent ruling by the attorney
general, an amendment is needed in
TxDOT's workers' compensation laws to
provide the same authority and options for
TxDOT and its employees as provided to
other state agencies regarding the relationship
of accrued leave and workers' compensation.

The recommendation would amend state
law to require TxDOT employees who elect
to use their sick leave and annual leave to
exhaust that leave before receiving workers'
compensation benefits.

Electronic bid guarantee: Became Senate
Bill 487 and was signed into law on May 8.

Legislation enacted in 1997 authorizes
TxDOT to establish an electronic bidding

system. Electronic bidding allows highway
contractors to submit bids for contract work
electronically to TxDOT.

Its establishment eliminates the need for
contractors to either mail or deliver their
bids.

A major benefit of electronic bidding is
that contractors' use of the system can reduce
errors.

In automating their bids, contractors
would impose a computerized self-check
before transmittal, thereby ensuring that cer-
tain information is present and that mathe-
matical calculations are correct.

By eliminating those errors, electronic bid-
ding will reduce the number of bids that are
disqualified and ensure that TxDOT is able to
consider as many responsive bids as possible.

A possible hindrance to successful initia-
tion of an electronic bidding system is related
to the requirement that bidders submit a
guaranty along with their bid.

The recommendation would put in place a
mechanism for electronically submitting bid
guarantees.

Automated enforcement of toll violations:
Became Senate Bill 454, was passed by the
Senate and the House, and was signed by the
governor.

State law does not allow for the use of
video or photographic technology for
enforcement purposes for toll violations.

Enforcement of the payment of tolls has
traditionally been accomplished with the use
of commissioned peace officers.

TxDOT, through the Turnpike Authority
Division, is continuing to expand the state's
role in the development of toll facilities, most
notably with the SH 130, U.S. 183-A, and
SH 45/Loop 1 projects.

As the number of toll roads increase,
another enforcement tool for the non-pay-
ment of tolls would be beneficial and would
enable TxDOT turnpike projects to operate
more efficiently.

The recommendation would authorize
TxDOT and the Texas Turnpike Authority
to use photographic technology for enforce-
ment of toll violations.

Electronic lien and titling program:
Became House Bill 1535, was passed by both the
House and Senate, and was signed by the gover-
nor.

A motor vehicle's lienholder at present is
not required to notify TxDOT when a lien is
paid off. The lienholder mails the title to the
owner, who is also not required to notify
TxDOT.

As a result, TxDOT's records can become
outdated, creating problems for law enforce-
ment, courts, and vehicle owners.

Some lienholders and large dealers want to
be able to send and receive title information
electronically.

An electronic lien program is a paperless
method by which a state and a lending insti-
tution can exchange vehicle and title infor-
mation.

This recommendation would authorize
TxDOT to establish an electronic lien and
titling program.

Establishment of a comprehensive aban-
doned rail program: Became Senate Bill 406,

U See Legislature, Page 5
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was passed by both the House and Senate, and
was signed by the governor.

Rail is an important component of the
transportation system.

Abandonment of rail line segments over
time has likely contributed to an increase in
truck traffic moving freight on Texas highways.

Abandonment affects both rural and
urban areas. However, the economies of
smaller towns and rural areas are hit more
sharply by the loss of rail service.

Certain industries, such as agriculture,
have historically depended on rail to move
their product but have had to find alterna-
tives. Texas ports also rely on rail service. If a
rail line is abandoned and the rails removed,
the economic opportunity is lost, most likely
forever, because of the high cost to replace
the infrastructure.

Many other states have rail programs of
one kind or another. In Texas, some state and
federal elected officials have expressed an
interest in TxDOT taking a leadership role
in a variety of rail matters - including
preservation of rail lines.

The recommendation would authorize
TxDOT to acquire rail lines which are in
danger of being abandoned and would
authorize the department to enter into lease
agreements with short line operators to keep
the line open and viable.

Our environment

M Enhances environmental mitigation
authority: Became Senate Bill416, was passed
by the House and Senate, and was signed by the
governor.

Under federal regulations, when an envi-
ronmentally sensitive area is encountered on
a highway improvement project, TxDOT
must first try to avoid it.

If the impact is unavoidable, the depart-
ment must then mitigate the impact by
replacing the impacted ecosystem with a
similar type system.

The extent of any mitigation requirement
is determined by the natural resource agencies.

Such mitigation may be accomplished
either on the site or off-site - but ideally
within the same ecosystem.

More often than not, this is accomplished
through the acquisition of real property.

Mitigating the environmental implications
of highway improvement projects is an
important, complex component of overall
project development.

Current state law places unnecessary con-
straints on TxDOT's participation in real
property transactions for the purpose of car-
rying out environmental mitigation.

Specifically, TxDOT lacks the authority to
pay a "fee in lieu of" outright acquisition of
any property. In addition, TxDOT is statuto-
rily authorized to contract only with the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department for
management of properties acquired for miti-
gation.

Modifying state law would allow greater
flexibility regarding how TxDOT may carry
out mitigation requirements.

The recommendation would authorize
TxDOT to pay a fee to satisfy mitigation
requirements in place of acquiring property
and it would allow the department to con-
tract for management of mitigation sites with
other entities in addition to the Parks &
Wildlife Department.

Didn't make it

Switch motor vehicle registration fees
with sales tax: This became Senate Bill 412, but
was left pending in the Senate Finance
Committee. While this was a recommendation of
the Commission, it did not become law during
this session.

Prior to 1991, Texas counties retained five
percent of their collections of the motor-
vehicle sales and use tax. In 1991, seeking to
increase state funding for general revenue,
the 72nd Legislature raised the vehicle sales
tax rate and required counties to remit to the
state all of their vehicle sales tax collections,
including the five percent previously retained
by a county. Those funds are now deposited
into general revenue.

The Legislature allowed counties to
replace the lost motor vehicle sales tax rev-
enue by retaining additional motor vehicle
registration fee revenue in an amount equal
to five percent of what the county had col-
lected in vehicle sales taxes the previous year.

This change boosted general revenue at
the expense of the State Highway Fund.
Today, this change costs the State Highway
Fund approximately $120 million each year.

At a time when the state greatly needs to
increase its transportation expenditures, and
to do so without raising taxes or fees, revert-
ing to conditions pre-1991 would be beneficial.

This recommendation would amend state
law to revert to the pre-1991 distribution of

these funds - thus returning some $120
million to the State Highway Fund without
negatively impacting counties.

Motor fuel tax collection: There was no

specific bill introduced to address this issue. This
is expected to be a key topic in the 2003 legisla-
tive session.

The present motor fuel tax collection sys-
tem in Texas is expensive and inefficient. The
State Highway Fund never receives the esti-
mated $144 million that gets paid to the
state comptroller and fuel distributors to
manage the system.

Many believe that there is a significant
amount of motor fuel tax fraud and evasion
in Texas.

The Federal Highway Administration
estimates that a total of $126 million to $250
million in Texas motor fuel taxes are annually
evaded.

The recommendation would move the
point of collection of state motor fuel taxes
from the distributor level to the terminal
level - thus mirroring the federal system,
for collecting such taxes.

Dedication of certain fees generated by
the Department of Public Safety to the State
Highway Fund: This became Senate Bill 411
and was left pending in the Senate Finance
Committee. It did not pass.

The State Highway Fund is the source of
payment for state administration of motor
vehicle inspections, driver licenses, and driver
records.

The Department of Public Safety admin-
isters these programs.

However, the revenue generated for the
state by associated fees assessed to the public
is deposited into the state's general revenue
fund.

These three fees generate approximately

$200 million in revenue annually.
As a result, the State Highway Fund does

not receive any revenue from activities associ-
ated with administering those transporta-
tion-related programs, even though it pays
for the related expenses.

The state needs to increase its transporta-
tion expenditures to meet rising highway
demand and maintenance needs. Moving
these fees to the State Highway Fund
increases funding available for transportation
expenditures, without raising taxes or fees.

The recommendation would deposit these
fees into the State Highway Fund.

0 Design-build: Became H-ouse Bill 3237 and
was left pending in the House Transportation
Committee. It did not pass.

The design-build form of project develop-
ment allows the project owner to enter into a
single agreement for both engineering ser-
vices and construction. This enables the firm
to begin construction on a portion of the
project while the design of remaining seg-
ments continues.

Advancing different phases of a project
simultaneously can shorten the time needed
to complete the project and may result in
cost savings as well.

Current state law precludes the use of the
design-build for state highway improvement
projects, although it is used in the private
sector for vertical (building) construction
projects and by governmental entities for
education facilities.

For TxDOT to be able to use design-
build, exceptions to the Professional Services
Procurement Act (which requires a two-step,
qualifications-based selection and price nego-
tiation process) and to the statute requiring
TxDOT to accept the lowest responsible bid
for construction work would be needed.

The Federal Highway Administration
recently authorized states to use design-build
for projects of at least $50 million, and intel-
ligent transportation system projects of $5
million or more, if state law permits.

The recommendation would grant
TxDOT and the Texas Turnpike Authority
specific statutory authority to enter into
design-build agreements.*

Want updates?
Ifyou would like to receive an e-mail notification

when LAO updates its intranet site, send a Group-
Wise request to Kelly Yarbrough.
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Roundup

Continued from Page 1

struction Division and, most recently, as
director of construction in the San Antonio
District. In his job in San Antonio, he man-
aged a construction program with approxi-
mately $400 million under contract through
seven area engineer offices. He holds a bach-
elor's degree in civil engineering from the
University of Missouri-Rolla. He obtained
his professional engineer's license in 1987.
He has been recognized as a winner of a
TxDOT Journey Toward Excellence Award.

GREER HONORED: The late Dewitt C. Greer
recently became the second Texan named to
the Texas Transportation Hall of Honor.
Frank Turner, known as the "Father of the
Interstate Highway system" preceded him.
Greer served as the State Highway Engineer
from 1940 until his retirement in 1968.
Afterwards, he served two terms on the
Texas Highway Commission. He also served
as chairman of the three-member board.
Numerous speakers recognized Greer's
achievements. His daughter, Ann Greer Juul,
represented the family as a plaque for Greer
was unveiled.

ROAD HAND AWARD: Five persons recently
received TxDOT's prestigious Road Hand
Award, which honors the department's
friends and supporters in various walks of life
who have assisted the state's transportation
pro am. Award recipients this year are:
Audrey Daniels Kariel, mayor of Marshall,
(Atlanta District); Sandy Jacobs, a Denton
County commissioner, (Dallas District);

Judge Horace Groff, Grayson County, (Paris
District); Clarence Muehlberger, Wichita
Falls, (Wichita Falls District); and William
Don "Bill" Senter, Abilene, (Abilene Dis-
trict). TxDOT district engineers nominate
community members to receive the annual
award. State Highway Engineer B.L. DeBer-
ry established the award in 1973 to honor
these advocates for transportation. Names of
the recipients are inscribed in the Road
Hand Hall of Honor, a plaque displayed in
the Greer Building in Austin.

DONATE-A-PHONE: TxDOT employees were
among contributors of more than 10,000
phones that were collected recently for the
inaugural Texas Donate-a-Phone drive.
These phones will be provided to organiza-
tions that work to address family violence
issues through the Call to Protect Program.
The phones collected will be refurbished and
reprogrammed to include the number for the
National Domestic Violence Hotline, a pro-
ject of the Texas Council on Family Vio-
lence. Texas is the second largest call base for
this hotline. In 1999, the hotline received
157,248 calls from domestic abuse victims in
Texas.

LoNE STAR AWARD: Penny Sansom, former
public transportation coordinator for the
Paris District, recently received the Lone Star
Award by the Texas Transit Association in
Austin. Samson, a 12-year employee of the
Paris District, was instrumental in improving
district and department support for public
transit systems. The award is presented by
the Texas Transit Association to the public
transportation coordinator who contributed
the most toward the improvement or

increased understanding of public transit in
the state.

OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE: Shari Thoma-
son of Childress recently received an award
for outstanding performance
in General College Chem-
istry I. The American
Chemistry Society presented .
the award at a ceremony in
Amarillo. Thomason is a
material and processing
inspector IV for TxDOT in
Childress. She attends Clarendon College
through the TxDOT non-degree program
and is seeking a degree in geology. Ronald
Hatcher, Childress District lab supervisor,
said, "The classes that Shari is taking will
help her to better understand the job she is
doing right now."

PARIS PROMOTION: Beverly J. Yates has been
selected as director of administration for the
Paris District effective June 1. During her 21
years with the Paris District, her tenure has
encompassed a variety of business and
administrative positions. A native of Paris,
she began working for the district in June
1978 as a summer employee in the personnel
and accounting offices.

MATERIALS SECTION: Kenneth W. Fults,
PE., has been named director of the Materi-
als Section in the TxDOT Construction
Division, effective June 1. He has more than
30 years of service with TxDOT in several
positions and in several districts. Prior to his
latest appointment, he had been director of
the Pavements Section in the Construction
Division. He holds a bachelor's degree from
Texas A&M University in civil engineering.

VEGETATION MANAGEMENT: Dennis Mark-
wardt has been selected as director of the
Maintenance Division's Vegetation Manage-
ment Section effective June 1. Before joining
TxDOT in 1988 as a vegetation specialist, he
had worked for the Texas Transportation
Institute and had performed research for
TxDOT in various types of vegetation man-
agement issues. He holds a bachelor's degree
in range science from Texas A&M University.

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS: According to Coby
Chase, director of the TxDOT Legislative
Affairs Office, the U.S. Congress is heating
up with the appropriations cycle in full
swing, keeping the Federal Team occupied.
He says that TxDOT people should keep an
eye out for guidance on implementing legis-
lation passed by the Texas Legislature. Fur-
ther, Chase said, public discussion will rise
sharply in the coming months regarding "toll
equity" and the constitutional amendment
that will be on the ballot this November.
More information about legislation and relat-
ed activity is readily available at the office's
intranet site (crossroads/org/lao).

SATISFACTION SURVEY: The Federal High-
way Administration, an arm of the U.S.
Department of Transportation, recently
reported a sharp increase in the number of
travelers who are satisfied with major high-
ways in the United States. The report, "Mov-
ing Ahead: The American Public Speaks on
Roadways and Transportation in Communi-

ties," shows that 65 percent of highway trav-
elers are satisfied with the major highways
they travel most often. This is an increase of

15 percentage points since a similar 1995

study.
Increases in traveler satisfaction were

found in areas such as pavement conditions,
safety, bridge conditions, visual appeal, and
travel amenities. Even so, about 20 percent of

respondents expressed dissatisfaction with
the highway system. This is an increase of six

percentage points since the 1995 survey.
Travelers want more improvements to traffic
flow, continued improvements in pavemet
conditions, and more effective ways to deal
with or to decrease traffic congestion in work
zones. They also want highway projects that
are more sensitive to local communities.

PHARR CAREER DAYS: Construction jobs are
out there and plentiful. This was the main
emphasis recently of this year's second annual
Rio Grande Valley Construction Career
Days. Held at the Livestock Show Grounds
in Mercedes, the Pharr District, with mem-
bers of Associated General Contractors and
the Federal Highway Administration, con-
ducted the three-day program. Some 1,300
students (from 17 school districts, a commu-
nity college, and a vocational school over a
three-county area) heard from construction

professionals and educators. Students
received information about job opportunities
available to them within the construction
industry. These included jobs in computer
programming, scheduling, billing, dispatch-
ing, cost estimates, record keeping, etc. "This
type project activity helps the highway con-
struction community by recruiting and
attracting young people to highway construc-
tion jobs. The construction career ladder is
unlimited with job opportunity for anyone,"
said Amadeo Saenz Jr., the Pharr District
Engineer.

EL PAsO CAREER DAYS: Marty A. Boyd,
engineer in training, recently spearheaded a
TxDOT committee for the first Construc-
tion Career Days in El Paso. With the Asso-
ciated General Contractors of America, the
National Association of Women in Con-
struction, and the Federal Highway Admin-
istration, Boyd and other TxDOT employees
organized the event for high school students.
The Construction Career Days program is
designed to educate youth about the con-
struction industry and about job opportuni-
ties. Employees from the Signal Shop,
Courtesy Patrol, and the pavement and
maintenance sections were present for any
questions from students. Members of the
Young Engineers Committee donned hats
and vests and toured with more than 2,500
students through the various displays and
equipment.

SAN ANTONIO CAREER DAYS: More than
2,200 high school students from 39 area high
schools learned about careers in the construc-
tion field at the first Construction Career
Days in San Antonio. Local construction
companies joined with TxDOT and the Fed-
eral Highway Administration to spotlight the
people behind the area's construction busi-
nesses. Students spoke with representatives of
various companies about employment oppor-

U See Roundup, Page 11
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Allison: flood
By Bill Powell
TxDOT Public Information Office

Rain-dumping storms are nothing new to
residents on the Texas coast. But few storms
swamp southeast Texas with the force of
flooding that hit the region in early June.

Allison, the first named storm of the
Atlantic hurricane season, blew ashore in
southeast Texas on Tuesday, June 5. With the
storm came the rain. Then more rain. Then
still more rain. The deluge proved to be a
fatal exception to what people in the region
had come to expect of seasonal stormy
weather.

Allison showed Houstonians and others in
southeast Texas that wind, while damaging,
is not always the worst part of a storm. With
massive amounts of rain on saturated ground,
the storm wrought leveling ruin, loss of life,
and drenching disaster.

As water rushed through Houston -
which many observers described as similar to
a bowl, with downtown at the deepest part
- most could only stand by helplessly as
everything they owned was under water.

Views of the city from a distance showed
the devastation. Rather than covered by the
flow of heavy traffic, highways 1-10 and 1-45
stood covered with floodwaters higher than
many had ever seen. Beneath lay countless
vehicles of every description.

Freeway on-ramps looked more like boat
ramps as traffic came to a standstill. Finding
higher ground, some motorists were forced to
sleep in their vehicles after being trapped on
various interstates throughout the city. Or
other vehicles reaching the same flooded
bottlenecks blocked them in.

As the nation's fourth largest city struggles
to get back to normal with weeks of work
anticipated, there is a lot of damage to be
repaired.

The toll in lives can never be recovered.
More than 20 people lost their lives in the
flood in Texas. Once done with Texas,
Allison produced more rain and more deaths
in a swath of states on the Gulf Coast and
the East Coast. The storm was responsible
for an estimated 50 deaths.

Texas Gov. Rick Perry declared a state dis-
aster in 28 counties in the region and President
Bush followed with a federal declaration.

Estimates of damage and the expense of
rebuilding range up to $4 billion in Texas
with an estimated 30,000 homes flooded
before the destructive water receded.

President Bush is releasing $500 million in
aid to help flood victims across five states.

Houston bore the brunt of the devastation
in Texas from the killer storm.

The U.S. Coast Guard closed part of the
Houston Ship Channel because 26 barges
and two ships broke free of their moorings in
one of the nation's busiest waterways.

Joe Allbaugh directs the Federal
Emergency Management Agency, known as
FEMA. He said, "People have come to take
flooding for granted. Unfortunately, when we
take flooding for granted, lives are lost."

Neighborly rescuer
TxDOT employee Scotty McGee did

everything he could to keep death and
destruction away from his door.

He saved neighbors from floodwaters by

s take tol 1

TxDOT photo / Dave Hams
Scotty McGee, Houston District employee, lost
all his belongings except his boat, which he
used to rescue neighbors.

taking them to higher ground. The way he
did it was in his motor boat. That boat, iron-
ically, was practically the only thing he and
his family didn't lose to the flood.

Although McGee was powerless to stop
the destruction of his family's belongings, he
could battle the effects of the storm by tak-
ing his neighbors out of harm's way.

The closest dry land to his Harris County
home was the Sam Houston Tollway. It was
to this place that McGee carried 10 of his
neighbors where family anxiously awaited
them.

If you tried to call McGee a hero, he'd
probably argue with you. But his neighbors
might have different thoughts on the matter.

McGee, who makes sure traffic signals
stay in good working order in the Houston
District, lives near the Houston city line. His
parents, who share their home with him, left
the night before the flood for higher ground
while he stuck it out there.

Eventually, his boat provided the only
means for getting safely out of the area.

No one, including weather forecasters,
could have predicted the rainfall would regis-
ter as much as the 36 inches that fell over the
course of the storm.

The water, McGee said, smelled a lot like
an open sewer. It had gotten high enough to
cover the dashboard of his pickup as well as
all of the furniture and appliances in his par-
ents' home.

McGee stays in the house these days to
protect what they have left.

Of some good news is that the McGees
have insurance. They hope it will cover all of
the repairs and replacement of their belongings.

The bad news is that it may be months
before their claims will be settled. McGee
said that his insurance company, which has at
least 33,000 claims on file already for flood
damage, is swamped trying to settle those
claims.

Obtaining a rental car, while his damaged
truck awaits repair or replacement, forced
McGee to travel to Austin to rent another
vehicle. Rental vehicles are in very short sup-
ply in the Houston area.

on property, lives
Otemm in need

I
McGee is one of nearly 90 TxDOT

employees in the Houston District who suf-
fered losses when Allison brought disaster to
their homes.

Some have insurance and prefer to wait
for their settlements. Others did not have
insurance. They can use whatever help the
TxDOT Family can provide.

Karen Knesek, executive assistant to the
District Engineer at the Houston District
office, said that more than $6,300 has been
donated to help those in need in the district.

She suggests that those wanting to help
can send contributions in the form of a
check. Checks can be made payable to
TxDOT Flood Relief and sent in care of the
TxDOT District Engineer's Office /
Houston District, P.O. Box 1386, Houston,
TX 77251.

Knesek noted that the district has no place
to store items such as food or clothing.
Donations of such items might better be
made through flood-relief agencies such as
Salvation Army, Red Cross, United Way, or
local churches.

Fateful visit
While many flood victims stayed where

they were, waiting for the water to recede, a
TxDOT landscape architect in the Design
Division in Austin found himself visiting
Houston that fateful weekend.

Herb Neimann and his wife stayed with

his in-laws. They had planned a visit to their
daughter as well. Like others, Neimann was
caught by surprise with the severity of the
storm. On Saturday morning, June 9, the
floodwaters covered a lot of Houston but just
missed reaching his in-laws' home.

As he drove around Houston, he captured
photographs of the devastation that covered
the roadways through the city.

The sight of tractor-trailers floating like
houseboats on Interstate 10 was quite a sight,
Neimann said.

Later in the day, as the water receded, the
number of cars that had been hidden below
the water was even more striking, he said. He

estimated that he could see at least 40 cars
that had been covered in some areas by at
least 13 feet of water.

Travel in Houston during the flood was

anything but ordinary. Houston's interstates
are usually filled, day and night, with vehicles

of all shapes and sizes. When Neimann saw
them, the roadways were virtually empty.

As Neimann and his wife traveled around
Loop 610 on Saturday afternoon to where

their daughter lives, he noticed a big differ-
ence in traffic flow. He encountered only 20
cars. "It was amazing how few cars we saw
on our way to the Astrodome," he added, "I
doubt it's something we'll ever see again."

Flood of damaged cr
Buyer beware. That caution will be even

more important to remember as time passes.
Someday soon those once-submerged cars
that Neimann saw will become the tip of a
very large iceberg of up to 50,000 cars that
will have sustained some form of damage by
flooding.

Continued, Page 8
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This doesn't begin to cover cars in other
states that were also damaged by Allison.
Even these vehicles could find their way to
Texas.

Consumers having any doubts about a
vehicle's history are being advised to have a
reputable mechanic check out any vehicle to
be purchased. Skilled mechanics can find
evidence of flood damage. They can look
under the dashboard or the mat in the trunk
for mud or debris.

Consumers also can examine the vehicle's
title. Look for the term "salvaged" in the
remarks section. While it's not guaranteed, it's
another way to find out if the vehicle being
purchased has a history of flood damage.

Various private services can trace a vehi-
cle's history by researching insurance claims
on damaged vehicles by the vehicle identifi-
cation number.

Vehicle and title registrations also can be
checked with the local tax-assessor/collec-
tor's office or through the TxDOT help line
at (512) 465-7611.

One vehicle that won't reach the used
market is a bucket truck that one TxDOT
employee had taken home in advance of
work the next morning. The truck was
brand new and valued between $75,000 and
$100,000. While the bucket truck didn't
escape nature's wrath, district officials say
they will attempt to salvage the truck, hop-
ing to return it to service.

To avoid the rising waters, the man had
to retreat to his attic, losing all his posses-
sions in the flood. He knew that flood
waters had covered the truck he had brought
home.

Road damages
The damage to the district on the roads

seems light considering the estimates in the
thousands of millions of dollars to repair the
damage done to homes and vehicles.

Some asphalt that buckled on 1-10, near
the district office, was discovered and quick-
ly repaired. However, many miles of road
were submerged for more than 24 hours.
Only time will tell whether the underlying
base material was damaged.

Some scouring, or wear, was noted on a
bridge on U.S. 90A, and a turnaround on
U.S. 59 was washed out as well. Options are
being considered in what to do about the
turnaround repair.

Common problems encountered in the
wake of the flood include debris to be
removed from some guardrails and bridges,
as well as some erosion on a few shoulders.

In other areas of the district, water dam-
age will have a big impact on the lives of
residents and visitors to the city.

About $3.6 million of the $5.4 million in

From the editor:

an invitation

While the bucket truck (valued between
$75,000 and $100,000) didn't escape
nature's wrath, district officials say they
will attempt to salvage the truck, hoping
to return it to service.

estimated damages to TxDOT equipment

and systems were to some electronic traffic

signal-control boxes and computer-control

equipment.
Liz Gerstenberger is the maintenance

contract specialist in the district mainte-

nance office. She credited a team of eight
from the Traffic Operations Division

(Robert Packert, Don Baker, David
Mitchell, Charles Brindell, Steve Barnett,
Pat Worsham, David Danz, and James
Merceir) with helping to make some of the

equipment useful again.
The team from Austin, even as they

worked to repair some of the expensive
equipment, suffered in the stench and the
mosquito-ridden humidity left in the wake
of the flooding.

Some volunteers worked on new con-
trollers for flooded signal cabinets, which
were working, but soon would need replace-
ment due to corrosive materials in the water.
One cabinet was under water for eight days
before crews could reach it for removal. The
team worked to program the new boxes -
28 boxes in all. At times they had to impro-
vise, taking pains transcribing code to make
the signal boxes work correctly.

The volunteers also worked to salvage
one of the most important aspects of travel
on the Houston interstates - components
of the district's intelligent transportation
system (ITS).

In case the name throws you, the ITS
consists of the overhead observation cameras
and the message boards the public relies
upon for information about traffic on speci-
fied routes.

The system keeps motorists up-to-date
on road conditions through message boards.
It also helps TxDOT highway watchers spot
trouble areas, dispatch help, and update
messages through the use of those cameras
and message boards.

While cameras and message boards
remained functional high above the flood-
waters, on the ground the buildings in
which the control equipment sat were not
secure from flooding.

Since all information is sent to and from
the equipment by satellite, the equipment on
the ground and the satellite sender/receivers
were the parts that stood in danger of flood-
ing.

Despite the best efforts of district person-
nel and volunteers from the Traffic
Operations Division in Austin, most pieces

More stories than space allows came to our
attention at press time. Transportation News
expects to carry in future editions additional sto-
ries about the aftermath of Allison on TxDOT
people.

We invite you to send us your remembrances
of the storm, the lessons you learned, any
expressions of thanks you'd like to make, even
photos (with caption information, please).

Of course, we'll need your full name and a

of computer equipment in several buildings
were found turning green with corrosion

when workers got to them. They were not

salvageable.
Some of the equipment was saved, but

the entire system will not be up and running
for a while. Replacement and re-installation

of the destroyed equipment may take up to six

months to complete, Gerstenberger estimates.

The people who kept the still-functioning
equipment running at the Traffic

Management Center during the storm were

unsung heroes of this flooding disaster.

Video of the flooding, made available by
the center, was used by TV networks and

stations to inform the public.

Some TxDOT people came through the

flooding to get to their jobs, while others

worked 20 hours and beyond to keep the
system running. They also worked hard at

doing their jobs, in addition to answering
the barrage of telephone calls that came in

to TxDOT during that very tough weekend.

Near Houston
Storm damage was also evident north and

east of Houston, mostly on roadways.
In the Bryan District, FM 247 in Walker

County sustained the worst damage with

approximately $50,000 in damages with the
washout of three culverts that made the road

impassable.
Bobby Wells, Walker County mainte-

nance supervisor, said, "The main problem
we faced was that the water rose so quickly.
We had to call special crews for help to flag
traffic where water was over the roadway."

He added, "Overall the county held up
well for the amount of rainfall we had.
Other than FM 247, we suffered no major
roadway damage."

The Lufkin District received its share of
rain and flooding. Woody Dixon, the district
maintenance manager, reported that the
worst damage was in Trinity and Houston
counties.

On FM 1280 in Trinity County a bridge
was washed out. A contractor is working on
getting the bridge back to full use. Repairs
are expected to be complete in early July.

Other damages, such as pavement sur-
faces that washed out in three different loca-
tions, were repaired as soon as the floodwa-
ters left the roadways.

Houston County had culverts wash out
on FM 2423 and FM 277. This resulted in
temporary repairs at the edges of the roads
until permanent repairs can be done. At no
time was traffic impaired in the affected areas.

According to Dixon, maintenance
employees were amazed at how much water
they saw. Said Dixon, "There was a tremen-
dous amount of high water. They hadn't
seen water like that in 30 years." *

phone number so we can confirm authorship.
We do not guarantee publication. But we will

carefully consider all material sent to us for that
purpose. We prefer e-mail submissions, but will
receive your accounts delivered to us on paper.
Submissions by e-mail may be addressed to Tim
Cunningham, via GroupWise. Packages sent by
mail should be addressed to Tim Cunningham,
TxDOT Public Information Office, 125 E. 11th
St., Austin, TX 78701-2483. *
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TxDOT couple spends 22 hours on roof
By Bill Powell
TxDOT Public Information Office

Up on the roof
For 22 hours, in some of the worst condi-

tions imaginable, they sat with nearly a score
of neighbors on the roof of a nearby house.

From Friday night to Saturday night they
sat, waiting for rescue inches away from the
floodwaters generated by Tropical Storm
Allison.

Margaret Cook and her husband Kenneth
are TxDOT employees in the Houston
District. In Allison's wake, they very quickly
found themselves in a position few people
would choose or would want to find them-
selves in.

They realized the rain was coming down
pretty hard, and that the bayou behind their
house was out of its banks. But, as Margaret
put it, "we had no clue that there would be so
much water."

She and her husband found themselves
looking down their dead-end street. They
saw rising water from the bayou at a place it
had never been before.

After looking at the quickly advancing
waters, Kenneth decided to drive his truck a
mile up the road to try to keep it away from
the surging floodwaters.

After he had been gone for awhile,
Margaret decided to go out to the street to
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check the water level. She discovered that the
floodwaters were up to her chest when she
reached the middle of her street.

Kenneth returned just then. They agreed it
was time to go if they were going to have a
chance of getting out.

As Margaret put it, "We were going to get
some clothes and get out of there."

As they reached their garage to get life
vests, they realized they
might be in real trouble. The
water was already several feet

high there.
"We were going to walk

back up to the truck, but by
then we could tell we'd never
make it back there in time."

She added, "As we tried to
cross the street to our neigh-
bor's house where the
ground's a little higher, we
realized we'd have to angle
across the street to get there
because the current was so
strong."

The life vests she and
Kenneth put on gave her a
slight sense of comfort. But
as a non-swimmer, Margaret
still worried about the water
that seemed to be covering
more and more of her world.

"After we got to our neigh-
bor's house, we waited to see
how much higher the water
was going to get. The way we
decided was when the water
in the house reached our
waists. When that happened
we went to the ladder and
headed for the roof," she said.

Their neighbor's house
ended up being one of the
highest spots around.
Eighteen other neighbors
eventually joined them in
taking refuge on the roof.
Two almost drowned getting
there.

"It was one of the worst
nights I've ever spent in my
life," she said. "It rained for 12
solid hours and only some of us
had a tarp to cover up with,

Kenneth and
Margaret Cook,
both Houston
District employees,
face the task of
cleaning up after
Allison left their
house a shambles.
TxDOT photo / Peter Sissons

while others didn't," she added.
At their highest, the waters came up to

just beneath the eaves of the house before
they started to recede.

Her neighbors, including four children,
waited until around 6 p.m., Saturday, before a
police rescue boat showed up to take them to
land.

Police took them to the end of their street,
after helping them from the roof where they
had endured some of the worst of Nature's
fury.

The truck that Ken put so far from the
house in hopes of saving it did not escape
Allison's wrath.

"That truck was covered with water all the
way up to above the dashboard," Margaret
said.

They walked from the end of the street to
her workplace, which is the TxDOT mainte-
nance warehouse.

The nightmare of the rain and flood were
over, but the memories of ants and water
moccasins floating in the water, and the smell

of gasoline which escaped from flooded car
gas tanks, lingered as Margaret experienced
real nightmares - remembering what she
had seen and experienced.

The loss of their truck added to their woes
over the damage to their home. Floodwaters
came up to 7.5 feet on their home, and 6.5
feet on the garage.

Her supervisor, Gary Hall, helped with
gutting the house, along with others.

Margaret related her desire to leave the
house forever. "Our flood insurance kicks in
next week. We tried to start it a month ago
but were told there was a 30-day waiting
period."

She added, 'We pretty much have lost
everything, but at least we have our health.
We have neighbors in their 70s. He works at
a tire shop, and she has to have oxygen to
breathe. They lost everything and have no
insurance. What are they going to do?"

Margaret and Kenneth plan on renting out
their house after they clean and fix it up.

Said Margaret, "This is our third time to be
flooded out, and this was the worst of all."

The clean-up is expected to take quite
awhile and Margaret says she doesn't expect
to go back to her job until August. Kenneth,
who works as a district shop mechanic, is
going back to work soon. *

71
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A backhoe works to gain control over the mountains of debris
lining the Cooks' street.
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Austin employee stranded in search for family
Editor's note: The author works at the

TxDOT Public Information Office in Austin.

Family members live in Houston and were
severely hit by flooding left by Tropical Storm
Allison. This eyewitness account is but one of
the stories being told by many others in

TxDOT who survived, who endured, and who

prevailed over the storm's effects.

By Quevarra M. Moten
TxDOT Public Information Office

DAY 1, FRIDAY JUNE 8: After watching
the news in Austin and seeing water in my
family's neighborhood, the first thing I tried

to do was call.
After several failed attempts to get some-

one, I decided to drive to Houston.

My survivor skills were about to be test-

ed.
Maybe I should have waited for someone

to call me, but I couldn't take that chance. I

was off to "save the day."
Coming in on U.S. 290 in Houston was

smooth sailing. So, I figured, it wasn't as bad

as the news had reported.

Once on 610 East, near the U.S. 59

Eastex split, everything started to slow
down. At this point I couldn't see large bod-
Les of water. But before me was a sea of cars.
The freeway was an inch-by-inch moving
parking lot. I said to myself, "Oh, it must be
a bad accident ahead."

Little did I know that about a mile ahead,
water was level with the freeway.

It was a 2.5-mile stretch to the split at I-
10 East and West. In a time without flood-
ing, this stretch would have taken 5 min-
utes. This day it took me five hours.

Then I made it to where all the water was
- and at the time still rising. That's when I
started praying like never before.

I was stopped; I could not go anywhere.
Vans, trucks, and cars were totally sub-

merged on frontage roads.
Neighborhoods nearby looked like lakes.
Here I was, stuck in the middle of it.

I could not call anyone to see if they were
OK.

I knew then I needed to get somewhere
where I could sit for the night, use the bath-
room, and perhaps find a phone.

Some brave souls decided to wade down
the freeway hills to a nearby gas station. I
didn't have it in me to do that.

Determined to seek dry and safe territory,

I followed an 18-wheeler and made it past
the split where Interstate 10 East/West
intersects with 610.

I don't think anything could have pre-
pared me for what I was about to see. Water
was everywhere. My family's neighborhood

behind Garden Ridge Pottery was almost
roof deep. At that time the worst was run-
ning through my head.

Along the frontage roads, people were
getting out of their cars, which were filling
up with water. All the businesses, restaurants

and grocery stores were flooded. I knew that
if I panicked, stopped and parked, I would
be in danger. I had to keep going. I knew I
couldn't swim if I had to.

So I followed behind a diesel truck and
made it past the "Allison lakes." I parked at
the Shell station on Normandy and set up
camp.

That Shell station became a kind of
motel for a number of different people.
Some people waded to the station. Others
were stuck on the freeway for the night, so
they walked down to the station to get water

and snacks.
There were three payphones at the sta-

tion. But you couldn't hear to whom you
were speaking and you didn't know whether

they could hear you. Everyone's cell phone
was dead or out of minutes.

So, I just had to wait it out until the

morning.

DAY 2, SATURDAY, JUNE 9: By 9 a.m.
Interstate 10 was packed. Vehicles were

parked bumper to bumper. Some people
were asleep inside their cars; others were

sleeping atop their cars.
People were in lines to use the restroom

at the Shell station. The same employees
from the night before were still there work-
ing hard. They had to lock their doors for a
time to revamp.

People were frustrated, hungry, and impa-
tient. Some were wet and cold, fearful of
what was going to happen next.

I knew it was time for me to make a
move. I had to find a way to reach my fami-
ly. At this point I was willing to try swim-
ming.

Instead, I chose to get behind a diesel

truck that had also decided to take a chance.
We made it behind the back streets where
there was water but not extreme flooding.

All of a sudden, I panicked and stopped.
There was water on the side of me and in

front of me. The closer I got I noticed it was
not deep, so I maneuvered my way out of it.
At last, I was on ground.

I didn't have any place to go, so I tried
my old church, but it wasn't open.

Across the street I saw a few cars at
another church. I knocked on the door and
told them my situation. They immediately
welcomed me and fed me and allowed me to

get cleaned up.
All the phone lines were down in the sur-

rounding area.
Shortly after my arrival, the Red Cross

declared the church an emergency shelter.
Then Metro buses full of people started
showing up. All were devastated, hungry
and helpless, but alive.

Since I couldn't get to my family, I then
took the role as chef for this shelter. I
cooked three meals and helped to serve
more than 200 people.

At first I was cooking what the church
had in the food pantry. We were very limit-
ed to a few cans of chili, rice and beans. The
HEB supermarket chain donated several
items including more chili, Pampers, tea, hot
dogs, lunchmeat and brisket, and different
toiletry items. Firefighters delivered the sup-
plies.

Saturday night was a sleepless night. I
walked around the church for a while mak-
ing sure people were feeling OK and were
well fed.

DAY 3, SUNDAY, JUNE 10: After breakfast
I got in contact with my family by phone.
By the grace of God, everyone was fine. I
said goodbye to the beautiful people at the
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TxDOT's Quevarra Moten went to Houston in
search of her family during June flooding.

church and set out on yet another adventure.

By this time, the water had receded in

some areas, so I felt it was safe to try and

reach my family. Before I went to reach my

family, who had been staying at my brother's

place, I parked my car on dry ground and

waded through the water to see if it was safe

to return to my mom's home. I didn't have

the courage to go in, so I left and went to

see my family.
Once we were all together, we returned to

mom's house.
As we walked in the house all my mom

could do was cry. All anyone could do was cry.

The sight was like something I have

never seen. The smell just gave us a

headache.
Pictures and other precious family trea-

sures were lost - irreplaceable.
Standing next to my mom - as I

watched her eyes fill up with tears because
just about everything she owned was gone
- broke my heart.

I couldn't believe that the water had been
to the roof. The furniture, the refrigerator,
all were turned over, covered in sewage, and
soaked in water.

Ironically, the little angels and figurines
on the glass shelf looked like they were
untouched. It is amazing how things that
weighed 50 to 70 times more than the
angels and figurines managed to be turned
over and moved throughout the house.

Imagine things from the bathroom in the
garage and things from the garage in the
bedroom. But the angels were untouched.

Imagine having to throw away a big-
screen TV because it falls apart as soon as
you touch it.

My mother's car had been totally under
water in the garage.

I just couldn't imagine the whole area of
that home filled with water and sewage.

We could only stomach a few minutes of
the house so we left and stayed at my broth-
er's house.

It is a long road back. We offer our
thanks to special people with special hearts
- such as those from the Red Cross, the
Salvation Army, churches, and special
friends. They brought food, water, help, and
cleaning supplies to us as we cleaned up.
They helped make the road ahead a little bit
easier.

The storm named Allison may have
destroyed homes, but it united communities
from everywhere.

After this ordeal I now take a closer look
at how precious life is. Things - clothes,
cars, and homes - can be replaced. Lives of
the individuals though, are priceless. *
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tunities, pay scales, benefits, and career
advancement. Students visited with repre-
sentatives from engineering consultants,
contractors, material suppliers, and equip-
ment vendors. The Department of Public
Safety, City Public Service and San Antonio
Water System were also present. After
learning about employment opportunities,
students got the chance to climb aboard sev-
eral pieces of heavy equipment.

KEEP TEXAS BEAUTIFUL: Texas communi-
ties in nine different population categories
have been selected by Keep Texas Beautiful
to receive the 2001 Governor's Community
Achievement Awards. The awards were pre-
sented June 29 during the Keep Texas Beau-
tiful annual convention in Fort Worth.
Winning cities will be awarded funds for
landscape projects in various amounts as
listed: Callisburg (Wichita Falls District),
$60,000; Chandler (Tyler District), $65,000;
Sanger (Dallas District), $70,000; Katy
(Houston District), $75,000; Brownwood
(Brownwood District), $85,000; Rowlett
(Dallas District), $95,000; Midland (Odessa
District), $130,000; Plano (Dallas District),
$155,000; El Paso (El Paso District),
$265,000.

WORLD OF WORK: Paris District employees
on june 6 took part in the statewide "Bring
Your Child to Work Day." Parents see this
as a chance for children to see the "real

world" of work up close. "With this experi-
ence, I hope to show Maegan that life is
what you make it. Plus, I want to give her

an opportunity to see that she can become
an important part of the work force and
society with a little initiative and effort,"
said Connie Starling, who works at the
Greenville Area Office.

MUSIC TO THEIR EARS: Susan Williams,
public information officer in the Fort Worth
District, reports that recent production of a
music video starring singer Faith Hill "was a

big event." Williams even described her hus-
band, who was able to get a few photos for
the family album, as a "gawker." She also
noted the role that some TxDOT employees
in Wise County had in the Friday afternoon

production of the video. The TxDOT main-

tenance crew was present to remove any sig-
nage in areas where the filming was taking

place. The music video was for the title song

to the newly released movie, "Pearl Harbor."

Apparently, today's highway signs are differ-

ent from 60 years ago. Says Williams, "It

was a difficult task, but someone had to

stand nearby while Faith was filming."

REST AREAS: Tornado chasers are spotted

all over the Texas Panhandle during spring.

They'll soon have a new place to wait out a

storm, too. Crews recently broke ground on

an earth-sheltered rest area east of Amarillo

near Alanreed on 1-40. It will be a designat-

ed tornado shelter - the first rest area of

its kind in Texas. It complements another

unique rest area down the road. Also on 1-40
(formerly U.S. 66), the facility with the
Route 66 theme will mimic an old town

along "The Mother Road" in its heyday -

complete with neon signs and art deco

buildings. Both rest areas will have play-

grounds, picnic areas and designated truck
parking. The combined cost: $16.7 million.
Completion is expected in about 18 months.

ODESSA ENGINEERS: Engineers in training
in the Odessa District are sharpening their
professional skills, thanks to a new study
group they call "the Edge." The Engineering
Development Group was established by
District Engineer Lauren Garduno in
December to help employees prepare for
their professional licensing exam. "We know
that TxDOT's future will be in the hands of
the young engineers coming to the depart-
ment today and we want them to be as well
prepared as possible," said Garduno. "Our
goal is to help each other develop practical,
technical and management skills in all the
different areas of our work," said Jorge
Ojeda, an engineer in training (EIT) in the
Midland Area Office. Ojeda said that the 11
Odessa members not only meet regularly,
but they also want to network with mem-
bers of TxDOT's other EIT development
groups. Ojeda can be contacted at the Mid-
land Area Office at (915) 694-2195.

SAN ANGELO PHOTO SHOOT: Patsy Maddux
recently organized a photo shoot with Colby
Donaldson, one of the finalists on the popu-
lar TV program "Survivor." The photos will
be used for a poster designed to inform peo-
ple in the district about laws covering graffi-

ti, litter, and theft of signs. Graffiti recently
had to be removed from a bridge in the dis-

trict at a cost of $284,000 for the cleanup
and for the addition of pocket parks and
lighting.

YOAKUM AWARD WNNER: Bill Rowland, an
employee in the Wharton Area Office in
the Yoakum District, recently received the

Outstanding Graduate in the Structural
Analysis and Design Award at the gradua-

tion ceremony at the University of Hous-

ton-Downtown. Rowland began his career

with TxDOT in 1985 with an associate's
degree in drafting. When computers
replaced T-squares, pencils, and paper, he
moved into construction and lab work. He

decided to return to school in 1991, major-
ing in structural analysis and design. By tak-

ing night and weekend courses, he complet-

ed his degree with highest honors in nine
years. As he received the award, Rowland

was cited for his dedication and for his

example: when he was attending a TxDOT

class in Austin he drove back and forth to

Houston twice in that week for classes.

Rowland is also responsible for a county-

wide clothing drive in El Campo for the
First United Methodist Church. Each sum-
mer, he collects literally tons of clothes. The

first year he organized the drive, the clothes

were driven to Mexico and given to an

orphanage. Last year, he collected more than

12 tons of clothing which were given to

"The Way of the Cross" warehouse operated

by approximately 1,200 missionaries who

often travel to Mexico.

STORM-SEWER SYSTEMS: Water Resources
Management staffers of the TxDOT Envi-

ronmental Affairs Division are working with

all the districts to implement the provisions

of Phase II of the Municipal Separate

Storm Sewer Systems (MS4) program.

Phase II expands the provisions of Phase I
of MS4, but applies to all cities of 100,000
or less (Phase I applied only to cities of
more than 100,000). TxDOT is the sole or
co-permitee due to construction activities.

AIR QUALITY CAMPAIGN: TxDOT and the
Environmental Affairs Division are working
with the Texas Natural Resource Conserva-
tion Commission and the Texas Transporta-
tion Institute to develop a statewide cam-
paign to improve air quality in Texas. The
campaign, which will be launched in 2002,
is designed to encourage people to take
action to build awareness of the state's air
quality problem, of transportation-related
causes, and to promote action to improve air
quality.

PROTOCOL DEVELOPED: The Archeological
Studies Branch of the Environmental
Affairs Division has established a protocol
with the Texas Turnpike Authority in regard
to the Texas 130 project. The protocol
details how the project will be archeological-
ly cleared and has the approval of the Feder-
al Highway Administration and the Texas
Historical Commission. Because of the vast
scale of the project, plans call for the work
to be carried out by contract archeologists.

ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE: A project to improve
the shoulders of FM 170 (the "River Road")
in Presidio County has encountered an
unexpectedly rich Native American archeo-
logical site. The site is in an area where little

archeological investigation has occurred in
the last 30 to 40 years. The one-time camp-
site includes hearth features, evidence of
campfires, and a trash pit that probably

dates to 1200 to 1600 A.D.

ENVIRONMENTAL TRACKING: Several new
features are scheduled to be added to the
TxDOT environmental tracking system
(ETS) in July. The system is a tool used by
the Environmental Affairs Division staff

and by district design and environmental
personnel to track environmental issues. The
new features include paperless circulation of
environmental documents among district
staff and division reviewers. Also featured:
e-mail notification when documents are cir-
culated electronically. And new projects that
have been entered or letting dates that have

been changed on the Design Construction

Information System will automatically

update on ETS. The new project-timeline
feature calculates the best estimates of when

project documentation needs to be submit-

ted to meet letting. It also notes the total

processing time needed for right of way

acquisition and the development of plans,

specifications, and estimates.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS: Henry Nevares,
formerly director of the TxDOT Interna-
tional Relations Office, left the department
recently to take a position in the Office of

Texas Secretary of State as director of

Texas-Mexico Affairs. Ed Wueste, assistant
executive director for Border Trade Trans-

portation for TxDOT, has taken on the

additional duty to direct the department's

International Relations Office. Until a new

director is named for the office, Stephen

U See Roundup, Page 12
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Kern, the administrative manager, has been
seeing to the day-to-day affairs of the office.
TxDOT's executive director, Wes Heald, said
of Nevares, "Henry Nevares became director
of the International Relations Office in
March 1994. Since that time, his energy, his
strong work ethic, his concern for first-rate
international relationships, and his attention
to detail have largely defined the role and
mission of TxDOT's International Relations
Office."

RESEARCH NEWS: Potential new research
projects and noteworthy findings of current
work were discussed at the Research Man-
agement Committee meetings in June. Each
year, TxDOT sponsors approximately 160
research and implementation projects -
some new, some continuing - at state-sup-
ported universities. Projects are selected from
competitive-bid proposals submitted each
spring. The department's Research and Tech-
nology Implementation Office coordinates
and administers this effort, working closely
with the five research management commit-
tees and with the Research Oversight Com-
mittee - each of which is composed of
members from districts, divisions, and offices
throughout the department.

DRm MFlS MS: Hilda Correa, division
administrative manager for the Right of Way
Division, recently joined more than 9,000
other cyclists to ride in the MS150 Bike Tour
from Houston to Austin. The MS150 raises
money to fund a variety of services for people
with multiple sclerosis, their families, and
friends. At the age of 27, Correa was diag-
nosed with multiple sclerosis and continues
to fight its debilitating effects. "When I
resolved myself to this endeavor, I thought it
would be something I could do to prove to
my family and myself the importance of
challenging yourself, going beyond your lim-
its for an important cause," she said. The
challenges she faced: three months of train-
ing and 175 miles of biking through heat,
crosswinds, hills and long hours to the finish
line. Thanks to those who pledged donations
to her cause, she raised more than $3,600.

WIEEL-CHAR RACER: Mikail Davenport,
information specialist for the Right of Way

Division, recently joined more than 2,000
other racers in the 19th Annual Schlotzsky's
5-kilometer Bun Run race in Austin. He
took first place in the men's wheelchair divi-
sion. The event benefits the Austin Young
Businessmen's League's efforts to provide

opportunities for disadvantaged youth in
Austin. This year the race netted more than

$25,000. Davenport, a post-polio survivor,
finished the race in 41.5 minutes in his stan-
dard wheelchair. An ordained minister, he
also leads lunchtime meditation classes for
stress reduction twice a week for TxDOT

employees at the Riverside Campus in
Austin. He has his sights set on winning the
Willie Nelson Farm-Aid 10-kilometer race
in Austin in October. His ultimate goal is to
compete in the Boston and New York City
marathons in 2004.

MEALS ON WIELS: Eleven employees of
the Right of Way Division in Austin deliver
lunches on Fridays as volunteers for "Meals
on Wheels." It's turned out to be a perfect
way to contribute to the community during
the workday. Each Friday, two volunteers
pick up and deliver meals to between six and
eight residents of an assisted-living complex
in downtown Austin. The volunteers check
on the residents and spend a little time get-
ting to know them. The route takes about an
hour, including travel time, to get the meals
and to drive to the complex. Since there are
11 volunteers, each person delivers once every
four to six weeks. Meals on Wheels volun-
teers include Hilda Correa, Roger Dreessen,
Terri Evans, Linda Fields, Pat Gustafson,
David Harrah, Jim Hutchinson, Barbara
Linzey, Mark McKinley, Linda Miears, and
Kathy Walton.

TRAFFc OPEAnONS: Traffic Operations
Division in June sponsored the annual Traffic
Operations Conference. The three-day event
in San Antonio drew nearly 300 attendees.
TxDOT employees, vendors, and other pro-
fessionals presented sessions on traffic safety,
railroad crossings, signals, signs, highway illu-
mination, crash records, intelligent trans-
portation systems, and radio operations.

TEXAN WINS CONTEST: A Texas girl took
third-place honors in this year's poster con-
test as part of National Transportation Week
activities during mid-May. Brittany Oliver,

who attends Baranoff Elementary School in
Austin, submitted the poster that shows

highways, interchanges, and bridges with

cars, trucks, buses, and a motorcycle on the

ground with an airplane in the sky. She
received a $100 savings bond and a $100
check for her school. U.S. Transportation
Secretary Norman Y. Mineta said, "National
Transportation Week affords us an excellent

opportunity to celebrate our achievements
and work together across modes to look at
our future." National Transportation Week
occurs each year during the week that
includes the third Friday in May, which is
National Defense Transportation Day.
National Transportation Week has been
observed since 1962 when it was established

by a congressional joint resolution; National
Defense Transportation Day has been
observed since 1957.

SEAT BELT CAMPAIGN: A dramatic billboard
in Austin on one of the state's most heavily
traveled interstates reminds Texas motorists
that seat belts save lives. "Buckle up Texas.

Every time. All the time." is the new public
awareness effort by TxDOT to encourage
drivers and passengers to buckle up. Visible
from 1-35 within sight of the Capitol, the
billboard displays the twisted wreckage of a
1996 black Camaro above a message - "They
buckled up and lived to tell about it."
TxDOT hopes the message will motivate
Texans to use their seat belts. The two male
passengers inside the Camaro were buckled

up and survived. "Though seven out of every
10 motorists in Texas use their safety belts,
our goal is to get all Texans to comply with
our state's seat belt laws," said Sue Bryant,
TxDOT's traffic safety director. According to
a study conducted last spring by the Texas
Transportation Institute, pickup drivers and
teen-agers are the worst offenders when it
comes to not using safety belts. Researchers
also noted that males, as drivers or passen-

gers, are less likely to buckle up than females.

RJN & FELLOWSHIP: More than 200
TxDOT employees, their family members,
and retirees had signed up to get together on
June 19 (a state holiday observing June-
teenth) to enjoy the attractions at Six Flags
Over Texas (Arlington). Tickets were avail-
able to all at a discount. *

Experienced collector revels in finding moustache cups
By Ken Roberts
Public Information Officer / Waco

Gordon "Leroy" Henderson is a
collector's collector. As his interests
change so do his collections. A collec-
tor for nearly 50 years, he started col-
lecting ballpoint pens with his brother
and their father in the early 1950s.
That collection reached 50,000 before
they sold it off

Over the years, he has collected
butter churns. He had more than 20
before he became interested in coffee
grinders. He collected nearly 50 of
those. Then he became interested in
moustache cups and shaving mugs.
He now has 43 in that collection.

Collectors Corner

"People don't realize that mous-
tache cups were not necessarily
designed to keep the moustache out
of the drink, it was designed to keep
the moustache wax from melting into
one's cup," Henderson says.

He has an 1890s-era shaving mug
from the United States, a 1930s
moustache cup from Germany, along
with other cups and mugs from
Germany, England, and the United
States.

But one of his most prized pieces
is a delicate, hand-painted, pre-

WWII, left-handed, Nippon cup
from Japan.

"You just don't see these kinds of
things anymore, but I'm always look-
ing," he says.

"I have a couple cups with the
name of the owner embossed or painted
on the outside. Those are really neat,
I'd like to find a few more of those,"
he added.

He is not the only one who enjoys
this pastime. His wife, Sara, collects
classic Blue Onion china. *

Leroy Henderson is a Maintenance Tech
IV with the Building and Grounds Section
at the Waco District complex. He has been
with TxDOTfor 23 years.

8: fill: 

TxDOT photo / Ken Roberts

PFP'

12 July 2001



Transportation News

Letters
Motorist runs out of fuel,
praises efforts in Electra

A few miles east of Electra, TX, I had the
misfortune to run out of gas.

After about a 15-minute wait, your
employee (Kevin C. Nichols) stopped to ren-
der aid and comfort. He assured us that he
would get fuel and return. About 15 minutes
later he arrived and poured fuel into our car.
Then he followed us into Electra to a gas
station and refused remuneration.

I want you to know what a fine employee
you have and how much we appreciated his
efforts. It is an example of Southern hospi-
tality at its finest.

James E Ten Eyck

Highland Ranch, CO

Kevin Nichols is an assistant maintenance super-
visor in the Electra Maintenance Office in the
Wichita Falls District.

Scout offers appreciation
for help during project

Thank you very much for your assistance
with my Eagle Scout project. With your
assistance, I was able to complete the renova-
tion of the Texas planter on Interstate 20.

I appreciate your willingness to help me
complete this task. With the help of many
individuals such as yourself, I was able to fin-
ish the work on the project.

Please also thank Messrs. Carmona,
Clanton, Harlim, Sikes, Huddson, and
Buffington of your department who assisted
me with the delivery of the rocks and the use
of the Bobcat to spread the rocks.

Scott Romney

Duncanville, TX

This letter was sent to Travis Bartlow in the
Dallas District.

Assistance on roadside
spurs letter of appreciation

We are living in a world where people are
afraid to help others, in fear of violence or
retaliation. However, your TxDOT employ-
ees do not fall into that category, especially

Floyd Mings. He is practicing random acts
of kindness with complete strangers.

We were traveling from Denton to
Nacogdoches on official state business. Just
outside of Terrell our vehicle encountered a
nail and we ended up with a flat tire. We
were lucky enough to make it to the Race
Trac gas station, just outside of town. This is
where Mr. Mings rendered aid.

After he mounted the spare tire on our
van and loaded our equipment, he paid to fill
the spare with air. At that point he had done
enough, but his generosity did not stop there.
Mr. Mings followed us into town and to
Wal-Mart to ensure a safe trip.

We want to recognize Mr. Mings for his
help and serving others beyond the call of
duty. We would also like to commend
TxDOT for employing men and women like
Floyd Mings. It is comforting to know there
are still people willing to go the extra mile.

Debbie Warren
Meredith Stanford
Felicia Gates
Lufkin, TX

This letter was sent toJay Nelson, district engi-
neer in the Dallas District.

Two employees hear thanks
from stranded motorist

Mr. Mike Flores, Kingsville maintenance
supervisor, and Mr. George Cavazos, assis-
tant supervisor, are to be commended for
their professionalism and going the "extra

mile" far and beyond the call of duty to pro-
vide assistance. I was stranded near
Kingsville due to a tire blow out. Without
their assistance, my return home would not
have been possible.

It's a comforting feeling to know that the
Texas Department of Transportation has
such caring employees that are more than
willing to provide a helping hand. To say
"thank you" to your employees for their kind-
ness and assistance is not enough.

Diane Rodriguez
Austin, TX

This letter was sent to Billy Parks, district engi-
neer in the Corpus Christi District.

Law enforcement officer expresses
thanks for aid given to family

I am writing to commend and thank one
of your employees.

During spring break this year, my wife and
sons went to Fort Worth. On their return
trip to Midland their pickup started making
a horrible sound, so they pulled off the road
a few miles west of Abilene. My wife called
me on her cell phone and, while we were
talking, TxDOT employee Jere Cowan
pulled up to check on them.

He diagnosed the problem immediately,
took my wife back to Abilene to purchase
the correct alternator and then drove back to
the stranded vehicle and installed the new
alternator.

But that's not the end of it. Due to the
failed alternator, the battery was low and the
anti-theft alarm had activated and the vehi-
cle would not start. The battery on the key
chain remote control for the alarm would not
deactivate the alarm.

Mr. Cowan disconnected the battery cable
so the alarm would not continue sounding
and this time drove my son back to Abilene
to buy a battery for the remote. This fixed
the problem and my family proceeded to
Midland.

Mr. Cowan refused to accept any payment
for the assistance.

I feel that Mr. Cowan's actions should be
recognized. As far as 1 am concerned, he is a
hero. You can look far and you will find very
few that will so unselfishly give of themselves
as he did.

I am presently employed by the Midland
Police Department and have been working
within the law enforcement field for over 23
years. I deal with a lot of people, many of
whom are not very nice. When you do come
across a man like Mr. Cowan, it sure does a
lot to reestablish the fact that there are still
some very fine people out there.

Alan Inman
Midland, TX

Jere Cowan is an engineering technician in the
Transportation Operations Section /Abilene

District.

Deadline looms for applications to TxDOT Master's Program
The next deadline for application to the

TxDOT Master's Program is Sept. 15.
The program assists selected employees in

engineering and other specified fields who
wish to pursue a master's degree on a full-
time basis while they remain on the depart-
ment's payroll.

While in school, program participants
receive funds for tuition, some fees, books,
and supplies. They also receive pay and other
benefits.

As part of the program, participants com-
plete an assigned research project related to
the department's functions.

Employees who participate in the Master's
Program must meet several conditions. For
example, they must be full-time employees in
good standing with the department (perfor-
mance standards are being met, not on pro-
bation, etc.). They must have at least four
years of progressive service with the depart-

ment and possess a professional engineering
license from the state of Texas if they are an
engineer. Non-engineer applicants must have
five years of progressive service with the
department.

Further, those in the program must com-
plete and file with the department, on forms
prescribed by the department, a Master's
Program Agreement that sets forth the terms
and conditions of the assistance. This
includes, but is not limited to, the amount of
the assistance and the requirements of con-
tinued eligibility, a statement of intent for
continued employment with the department,
and a declaration of intent to abide by terms
set forth in the agreement.

Also, they must have an undergraduate
degree that is approved as an appropriate
base for the desired field of study by the
Program Selection Committee. And partici-
pants must have met the acceptance criteria

of the appropriate graduate program at the

participating university.

The respective district engineer, division

director, or office director must nominate

participants. Further, the Program Selection

Committee will choose applicants based on

qualifications, field of study or work experi-

ence. Participants must meet the eligibility

requirements by the start of the semester.

Additional information is found in the

application form and the on-line Human

Resources Manual, Chapter 7, Section 2.

To obtain an application form, send a

GroupWise message to Marilyn Dell. In the

subject line, type GET MASTER (all capital
letters). The application form will come back

to you automatically.

Questions? Marilyn Dell has answers at

512-486-5428. *

July 2001 13



More Leffers
PPP'

Work on specs for compost
draws praise for TxDOT employee

All too often those of us in the private
sector tend to forget the hard work and good
deeds of state employees. But sometimes we
encounter a person whose professionalism

and dedication is so outstanding, we forget
the time to bring one of those employees to
your attention.

Barrie Cogburn has been involved for sev-
eral years with the development and imple-

mentation of the new compost specifications

for TxDOT.
Along with many other private companies,

I have participated in that process. As with

any new idea, the compost specifications
have had many obstacles to overcome, and
suffered through the normal resistance to

change.
Ms. Cogburn has faced these challenges

with steadfast courage and an amazing grace.

Her dedication to this valuable program has
been a sight to see. Even at times when some

detractors have been mean spirited, she has
maintained her professional patience and
sense of humor. I think Barrie Cogburn is an
outstanding representative of the state of
Texas.

Don Legacy
J-V Dirt + Loam
Austin, TX

This letter was sent to Robert Nichols, commission
member, and to Wes Heald, TxDOT executive direc-

tor. Barrie Cogburn is a landscape architect with the
department's Design Division.

Retirements
March 2001
San Antodio District
Andrew Arocha
Engineering Technician III
15 years

Thomas L. Clingingsmith
Engineering Technician IIl
14 years

AprN 2001
Atlanta District
Ann C. Phillips
Office Technician IV
20 years

Bryan District
Jim C. Oldham
)strict Pnmtv Maint Coord 11
33 years

May 2001
Ainaoiilo District
Butch Reynolds
Transportation Maint Splst I
34 years

Beaumont District
Jerry G. Godeaux
Maintenance Supervisor Ill
32 years

Charles Brown
Right of Way Agent II
18 years

Eloisa Cadena
Accountant IV
23 years

Dallas District
Steven M. West
Program Administrator IV
21 years

Eugene R. Atteberry
Engineering Technician V
16 years

El Paso District
Manuel F. Dominguez
Engineering Technician IIl
29 years

Fort Worth District
Henry D. Wuemling
Transp Maint Technician V
25 years

Howard J. Crannell
Courtesy Patrol
5 years

Led Ditrict
Manuel P Rodrigues Jr.
Maint Section Supervisor Ill
37 years

Yoakum District
Rita M. Pullin
Staff Services Officer I
36 years

June 2001
El Paso District
Ben E. Sanders
Maint Section Supervisor IIl
36 years

Houston District
Joseph A. Murello III
Galveston Ferryboat Capt Ill
30 years

Lubbock District
George M. Dozier
District Maint Manager II
31 years

Ldfidn District
Anna H. Seelbach
Administrative Technician Ill
17 years

Paris District
Jack R. Sparks
Engineering Technician IIl
28 years

San Angelo District
Richard Sklenarik
Administration Technician IV
33 years

Waco Dtrict
Charles S. Meeks
Construction Inspector V
18 years

Wichita Falls District
Kenneth W. Nichols
Engineering Specialist III
35 years

In Memoriam
EMPLOYEES
Houston District
Richard Pina
Engineering Technician IIl
died May 23, 2001

AmarilloDistrict
Robert L. Blasingame
Maintenance Technician Ill
retired in 1991
died April 18, 2001

Walter 0. Wright
Heavy Equipment Operator IIl
retired in 1997
died February 19, 2001

Atlauta District
Harvey W. Kale
Maintenance Technician Ill
retired in 1986
died January 29, 2001

Austin Ditrict
Gilbert L. Gallatin
Engineering Technician V
retired in 1980
died March 13, 2001

Albert H. Nickel
Maintenance Technician III
retired in 1973
died March 22, 2001

Sherwood J. Seidel
Maintenance Technician II
retired in 1992
died January 27, 2001

Bryan District
Merron V. Washington
Maintenance Technician Ill
retired in 1990
died March 1, 2001

Corpus Christi District
Jim Baresh
Maintenance Technician Ill
retired in 1977
died April 24, 2001

Dlas Ditrct
T9C Harrison Smith
Accounting Clerk Ill
retired in 1980
died December 24, 2000

Fort Worth District
J. C. Andrews
Maintenance Technician II
retired in 1986
died March 30, 2001

Houston DisMct
Martha E. Ellington
Tunnel Guard II
retired in 1978
died April 10, 2001

Armon Jorden
Maintenance Technician Ill
retired in 1984
died March 5, 2001

William A. McGill
Maintenance Technician Ill
retired in 1985
died March 24, 2001

Samuel P McMillian
Right of Way Agent IV
retired in 1981
died April 6, 2001

Mary M. Wilson
Purchaser IIl
retired in 1997
died April 17, 2001

Lardo District
Pedro J. Cerda
Maintenance Technician II
retired in 1976
died March 16, 2001

Santa Ana S. Hernandez
Maintenance Technician II
retired in 1972
died April 10, 2001

Lubbock District
Milton C. Campbell
Maint Constr Supervisor Ill
retired in 1977
died March 28, 2001

Lufid. District
Martin D. Harvey
Maintenance Technician Ill
retired in 1980
died April 25, 2001

Elza D. Oliver
Maintenance Technician III
retired in 1977
died May 19, 2001

Parts District
Gay K. Chapman
Maintenance Technician II
retired in 1975
died March 18, 2001

San Angelo District
Nathan W. O'Bryant
Maintenance Technician III
retired in 1974
died February 18, 2001

Tyler District
A. P Parrish Jr.
Maintenance Technician III
retired in 1989
died March 24,2001

Wichita Falls District
Lorene W. Wright
Office Manager
retired in 1987
died April 28, 2001

Yoam District
Curtis L. Jacobs
Maintenance Technician III
retired in 1988
died May 26, 2001

Jose H. Ramirez
Maintenance Technician Ill
retired in 1996
died March 21, 2001

Charles A. Reyer
Engineer Ill
retired in 1976
died April 23, 2001

George W. Stafford
Maintenance Technician II
retired in 1978
died April 20, 2001

Maintenance tech fri

I:

Henry C. Veazey
District Engineer
retired in 1968
died April 29, 2001

Vehicle Titles and
Registration Division
William H. Billingsley
Auditor II
retired in 1985
died December 12, 2000

Austin District dies in collision
AUSTIN - TxDOT employee

Larry Burney on May 25 died in a
collision while on litter patrol near
Llano in the Austin District. His
death marked the first fatality of an
employee in the district in more
than 23 years.

Burney, 37, had worked as a
maintenance technician in the
Llano Maintenance Section.

On litter patrol about five miles Lary BaneSy
east of Llano, he was driving eastbound on a curving
section of SH 71 early in the afternoon. Only a few
hours remained until the start of the Memorial Day
weekend.

A truck, headed westbound, drifted over the center
stripe. The two vehicles collided nearly head on. Both
were crushed up to the cabs.

Burney had worked for TxDOT since September
1996. Prior to that, he was a butcher in a local market
for 15 years. Co-workers say he loved his job.

Burney is survived by his wife, Tommie; his parents,
Herman and Martha Burney, also of Llano; a sister
and brother, and other family members.

Memorial contributions may be sent to the United
Pentecostal Church, 401 West Dallas St., Llano, TX
78643. Cards to the family may be sent to the Llano
Maintenance Section, P.O. Box 548, Llano, TX 78643.

Members of the Texas Transportation Commission,
at their regular meeting June 28, signed a resolution
honoring Burney's memory and expressing the com-
mission's sympathy with Burney's family.

The resolution notes that Burney had "earned the
respect and friendship of his fellow employees in the
Llano Maintenance Section." *
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More Letters
Odessa technician renders
aid to appreciative motorist

On a recent trip to Odessa, one of my
tires had a blowout. I am 72 years old and
there was no way that I could have
changed the tire. Mr. Louis Garcia
stopped and changed it for me. He was so
nice and friendly. I really appreciated his
help. I just wanted you to know what a
nice employee you have working for you.

Judy Porter
Monahans, TX

Louis Garcia is an engineering technician III

in the Odessa Maintenance Section.

Traffic safety messages
praised for effectiveness

I heard an advertisement from TxDOT.
I think it was called: "Auto Collisions, the
Hits You Don't Want to Hear."

It was "song titles" describing why peo-
ple do not use seat belts. It was WON-
DERFUL. Please congratulate those
involved who developed and promoted
this ad. It will get people's attention.

Many of the recent TxDOT ads have
been of this sort of bent. And, because of
that, I believe they will be more effective.

Good job.

Joyce Lisenby
Wolfforth, TX

This comment was received via e-mail to
TxDOT

Mom expresses her thanks
for life-saving retaining wall

My 16-year-old daughter was in a car
accident while traveling home from
school. She was headed eastbound on
Interstate 20.

At about FM 1382 she was rear-ended,
causing her to lose control of her car, and
she ran into the retaining wall.

Fortunately, although her car is totaled,
she is fine. The officer with whom I spoke
at the hospital informed me that it was
the retaining wall that saved her life.
Otherwise, she would have gone into the
oncoming lanes of traffic and the outcome
would have been quite different.

I watched the wall being built as I trav-
eled back and forth every day on 1-20. Of
course, I did not know that it would later
save my daughter's life.

Please see that my letter is sent to all
parties who participated in this effort.
Thank you again.

Rebecca Merlick
Hutchins, TX

This letter was sent to the TxDOT ofice in
Grand Prairie, TX

Service Awards*
Abilene District
20 years
B\11 K. Stennett
5 years
Scott E. Darrow
Yvetta R. Young

Amarilo District
35 years
John E. Hudspeth
30 years
Lorenzo Jaramillo
20 years
Jackie L. Fowler
5 years
Florencio S. Maldonado Jr.

Atlanta District
35 years
Robert E. Davidson
25 years
Robert H. Crooms
20 years
James C. Landers
15 years
Danny C. Weathersby
5 years
John M. Smith
William B. Squyres
Vicki J. Yazell

Austin District
35 years
Larry R. Cavaness
25 years
Michael E. Barnard
15 years
James S. Voigt

Beaumont District
25 years
John S. Jones
20 years
Charlene S. Kent
Jeffrey B. McNeil
George G. Oge Ill
15 years
Bobby R. Akehurst
Jackie D. Apshire
Carlene R. Corbello
William R. Graves
Lila L. Peveto
5 years
David G. Rebert

Brownwood District
5 years
Martin H. Pinson

Bryan District
30 years
Helen K. Paul
20 years
Steven M. Huff
5 years
Dave A. Cole
Charles R. Mason

Chldress District
5 years
Van N. Criswell

Corpus Christi District
15 years
William H. Reitmann
5 years
Ruben T. Perez Jr.

Michael A. Trevino
Richard Valderrama

Dallas District
35 years
Charles W. Farmer
15 years
Kenneth D. Byrd
Richard L. Darrell
Steven P Lamar
5 years
Makram Bataineh
Keith E. Brooks
Subreana J. Curry
Larry M. Howe
Katherine B. Keys
William A. Sadler
Kevin J. Smith
Jimmy R. Vrzalik

El Paso District
35 years
Ed L. Wagner
20 years
Mark N. Crews
15 years
Jose Corral
5 years
Robert W. Stallard

Fort Worth District
35 years
Marvin K. Mills Jr.
20 years
John C. Purpura Jr.
Robert D. Robinson
15 years
Roy K. Lankford
Chris W. McLain
10 years
James E. Cockerell
Shirley K. Griffin
5 years
Michael E. Cater
James D. Helm
Albert W. Stein

Houston District
35 years
Jimmie N. Lowery
25 years
William A. Cargile
Glena L. Dawson
20 years
Bobby J. Evans
Sylvia A. Ricicar
Alan L. Robertson
Darrell D. Vanover
Carlos E. Villalta
Rose W. Walker
15 years
Richard T. Lumpkin
Joseph A. Posas
Eugene F. Roberts
Charles R. Southerland
10 years
Edna F. Blanton

Audra G. Gray
5 years
Martin L. Anders
Alfred B. Bishop
Stephanie M. Brast
Funso A. Ekibolaji
Angelito D. Esquivel
Martha I. Gallegos
Pamela A. Messinger
Dennis G. Potter
Bunard Spivey Jr.
Debra K. Tiemann
James D. Worchesik
King Yuen

Laredo District
15 years
Roberto R. Hidalgo
5 years
Gary F. Dunkle
Miguel Hernandez

Lubbock District
35 years
Nolan E. Roach
25 years
Robert D. McBride
15 years
Stevan Perez
Kelly J. Roberts
5 years
Joaquin Ayala
Melinda S. Matthews
Rodger D. McKenzie
Adam Mejia
Ramiro Resendez
Richard E. Starkey

Lufkin District
35 years
Verron W. Shepherd
20 years
Ronald L. Cook
Cheryl P Flood

Odessa District
25 years
Richard K. Hopkins
20 years
Jose G. Morales
5 years
Ricardo C. Betancourt
Benjamin Hinojos Jr.
Rafel 0. Martinez
Heather C. Sinclair

Paris District
20 years
John A. Yant
5 years
Wayne Kelso Jr.
Billy J. Skidmore

Pharr District
20 years
Arnoldo A. Martinez Jr.
15 years
Oscar Garcia
Joaquin Gonzalez IIl
5 years
Elma Henriksen
Tomas Villegas Ill

San Angelo District
20 years
Joe W. Garmon
Curtis A. Wyman
5 years
Richard J. Andrews
Diane M. Burnett

San Antonio District
35 years
George G. Acosta
Darrell J. Jalufka
Ignacio C. Villarreal Jr.
20 years
Gregory A. Biediger
Robert A. Gonzales
15 years
Peggy J. Hooper
David R. Scheel
John A. Tarro
10 years
Freddie G. Esparza
5 years
Robert B. Hartmann

Tyler District
20 years
George J. Beddingfield
Randall C. Ralson
Lynn E. Simmons
Timothy J. Thompson
15 years
Jerry Blackburn
Linda P Carlile
10 years
Roderick A. Allen
5 years
Bryan E. Sessions

Waco District
20 years
Michael D. Bassett
Larry W. Smith
5 years
Mary L. Howell
Craig Reavis
Dale M. Sinkule

Wichita Falls District
35 years
Kenneth W. Nichols
20 years
Richard R. Fenoglio
15 years
Cecil C. Clubb
Jim L. Keck
Tommy D. Price
Terry A. Symank
10 years
Curtis L. Senn

Yoakum District
35 years
Cuba J. Burleson
25 years
Allen R. Hoerig
5 years
Darryl J. Pesek

Administration
10 years
Phyllis R. Chandler

Bridge Division
35 years
James C. Wall
25 years
Teri H. Sullivan

Construction Division
15 years
Robert J. Hundley
5 years
Debra J. Barton

Finance Division
5 years
Diana Ruiz

General Services Division
15 years
Gary L. Baisden
Albert J. Fairchild
10 years
Alma C. Piper
5 years
John P Hummell

Human Resources
Division
5 years
Rajesh Gurnani

Information Systems
Division
20 years
James K. Olinger
George M. Shields
15 years
John C. Pratt
10 years
Jennifer Pennington
Frank A. Russell
5 years
Jonathan Catron
Monica H. Martinez

Right of Way Division
15 years
Roger M. Dreessen

Texas Turnpike Authority
Division
15 years
Ricardo Castaneda

Traffic Operations
Division
30 years
Alfred H. Kosik

1Tavel Division
20 years
Brenda N. Murray
5 years
Lorena Hernandez

Vehicle Titles &
Registration Division
35 years
Larose J. PlentI
20 years
Patricia K. Combs
Kathy M. Roberson
10 years
Monica C. Hernandez
5 years
Helen Guerrero
Conrad Munoz
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Showcasing transportation in Texas

TxDOT photo / Michael Amador

"In

Above: Asphaft distributors, old and new.

Right Houston District flooding, September 1998.

Below: From the archives, Highway Department
workers clean up as flood waters recede.

TxDOT photo / Photo Ubrary

TxDOT photo / Kevin Stillman

TxDOT photo / Photo Ubrary
Gallery is open to photographs from TxDOT employees and retirees. To submit non-returnable photos for considera-

tion in Gallery, please contact Tim Cunningham via e-mail or at 512-463-8955.
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Calendar
JULY
10-11
10-12

16-19
24-26

26
31/2

Bid Letting, Austin, CST
PMIS Visual Rater Certification Class, Odessa,
CST
Information Systems Conference, Austin, ISD
PMIS Visual Rater Certification Class, Austin,
CST
Commission Meeting, Laredo
PMIS Visual Rater Certification Class, Corpus
Christi, CST

AUGUST
2 Texas Turnpike Authority Board Meeting, Austin,

TTA
7-8 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
7-9 PMIS Visual Rater Certification Class, Austin,

CST
7-9 Texas Ports and Waterways Conference,

Houston, TPP
9-10 Revenue Generating Contracts, Austin, GSD
14-16 PMIS Visual Rater Certification Class, Dallas,

CST
21-23 PMIS Visual Rater Certification Class, Austin,

CST
27 LBJ's Birthday (holiday)
28-30 PMIS Visual Rater Certification Class,

Beaumont, CST
30 Commission Meeting, Austin

SEPTEMB!E-R
5-6 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
5-7 Environmental Coordinators Conference, Austin,

ENV
13 Texas Turnpike Authority Board Meeting, Austin,

TTA
14 Managing The Government Supply Chain,

Austin, GSD
27 Commission Meeting, Austin

OCTOBER
3-4 District Equipment Supervisor Meeting, Austin,

GSD
4-6 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
S. Partnering, Strategy for Excellence, Austin, GSD
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