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Deep Water, Texas
TxDOT's coastal districts brace for
another season of stormy weather. PAGE 8 +
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A couple brings what belongings they can in a rowboat over high
water at the Intersection of Texas 332 and Texas 288 north of
Reeport during the aftermath of Hurricane Carla in September

1961. The storm, the last category 4 storm to hit the Texas coast
before Hurricane Bret last month, forced the evacuation of
500,000 over state highways.
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Courage
San Angelo's Alysa
Powers knows the
value of a positive
attitude when
illness strikes.
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TxDOT employees
accomplished much
in the last fiscalyearSept. 1 is the start of a new fiscal year,

which is a good time to look forward
to fresh opportunities and challenges

awaiting the Texas Department of Trans-
portation.

It's also a good time to reflect on the
accomplishments of the previous year. And
there are many reasons to take pride in what
we accomplished together.

For example, we were able to put addi-
tional federal funding to work for Texas this

last fiscal year.
TxDOT

received the addi-
tional federal
funding we
requested with the
passage of the

Equity Act for the
21st Century
(TEA 21) a year
ago, and we're
already using it to

Cathy Williams Improve trans-
portation in Texas.

*~Construction
Straight talk letting is expected

to reach a record
high this year with an anticipated $3 billion,
a record for TxDOT.

The 76th Texas legislative session was a
successful one for transportation. Lawmak-
ers approved a 12.7 percent budget increase
over what was spent this biennium. The
bulk of the increase goes to highway con-
struction and maintenance.

The Border Transportation Initiative,
which was approved last fiscal year, will
accelerate the planning, design and construc-
tion of critical border trade-related projects.

Texas received better than 10 percent of
funds available nationwide for new federal
border and corridor programs.

The money will be used to help fund
some critical projects along the border and
one on Interstate 35. It will also help fund a
study of intelligent transportation system
improvements on 1-35 and planning for
Interstate 69.

The strides TxDOT made in the last fis-
cal year have paved the way for us to contin-
ue our progress in this new fiscal year.

It's a good time to recognize that without
the cooperation, commitment and skills of
its employees, however, TxDOT would not
be entering the new fiscal year - or a new
millennium - with so many worthwhile
accomplishments. *

Cathy Williams is assistant executive direc-
torfor support services at the Texas Department
of Transportation.

Vintage View
Big Tex, pictured here meeting visitors at the 1953 Texas State Fair, was wired for
sound and no longer winked as heid when he made his debut at the fairt he ye
before. The fair opens this year In Dallas on Sept. 24.

Tyler's Ratcliff chosen Atlanta DE
Bob Ratcliff, formerly director of con-

struction in the Tyler District, has been cho-
sen to assume the duties of district engineer
in the Atlanta District effective Sept. 1,
Executive Director Wes Heald has
announced.

Ratcliff, 48, has been with the depart-
ment for 20 years. He worked one summer
for TxDOT in Marshall while attending
Texas A&M University, where he earned a
bachelor's degree in civil engineering in
1974.

After receiving a master's degree in traffic
and transportation engineering from Texas
A&M in1975, Ratcliff worked for the city
of Plainview and Texas Tech University.

He returned to TxDOT full time in 1980

as a traffic engineering specialist in the Tyler
District. That same year, he transferred to
the Smith County Area Office where he
designed and inspected construction pro-
jects. In 1982, he was named the assistant
area engineer in the Tyler Area Office.

Ratcliff moved to the district office in
1985 as the assistant district construction
engineer. He monitored construction pro-
jects and materials testing. He also served as
the assistant district traffic control coordina-
tor.

In 1986, Ratcliff was promoted to area
engineer in the Tyler Area Office. He served
as director of construction in Tyler since
1993. A native of Marshall, Ratcliff and his
wife, Kim, have seven children.*

Childress' Freeman new Paris DE
Jim Freeman, a 31-year veteran of

TxDOT and the former director of trans-
portation planning and development for the
Childress District, has been chosen to be the
district engineer in the Paris District effec-
tive Sept. 1, Executive Director Wes Heald
has announced.

Freeman, 51, began his career as a sum-
mer employee in the Brownwood District
while earning a bachelor's degree in civil
engineering from Texas A&M University.
After graduating in 1971, he started working
full time as an engineering assistant in Knox
County in the Childress District.

Freeman moved to the Childress District

design office in 1974, and two years later
was chosen area engineer for Childress and
Hall counties. In 1987, Freeman was select-
ed district construction engineer, monitoring
the construction activities in the three area
offices.

Freeman was promoted to his position at
the Childress District in 1993. He directed
and coordinated all aspects of planning, pro-
gramming and development of projects in
the Childress District, including highways,
airports and public transportation.

A native of Cross Plains, Freeman and his
wife, Carol, have two children.*

Transportation News is
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Department of
Transportation. Contents do
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TxDOT's jack of all trades
Corpus Christi director of administration thrives in job's diverse duties

t 19, Rene Liberto wanted just three
things out of life: to learn to be
responsible, to get an education and

to overcome her incredible shyness.
To accomplish that, she enlisted in the U.

S. Air Force where she spent three years
working on bombing and navigation systems
for B-52 bombers at Minot Air Force Base,
N. D. Quite a change of scenery for a
Hoosier born and raised in rural Indiana.

And quite a beginning for the woman
who is now the Corpus Christi District's

Eloise Lundgren

ADay in the Life

director of
administration.
DOAs, as they
are called (I
wonder if any-
one recognizes
that as the
acronym for
"Dead on
Arrival"?), are a
pretty amazing
lot in general.

These folks
have about as
diverse a job as I
have ever run
across.

I mean, when
you're a director of maintenance, transporta-
tion planning and development, construction
or operations, you're concentrating on plan-

'ms, Ansningg, bi'ang and maintaining
transportation systems. It's all about engi-
neering.

When you're a DOA, you're in charge of
human resources, accounting, automation,
mail, warehouse and purchasing operations,
training and the safety program. Talk about
being a jack of all trades. The only common
thread throughout a DOA's area of responsi-
bility is that these jobs are all in support of
the engineering mission.

In my humble opinion, you'd have to be a
remarkable individual to handle such job
diversity. But then, Liberto said it was the
diversity that made being a DOA so chal-
lenging.

I figure she's up to the challenge. If any-
one can be a successful bombing and naviga-
tion specialist for what is commonly known
as the "most remarkably successful airplane
ever built," she's probably well suited for the

Corpus Christi Director of Administration
Rene Uberto, seated, confers with Ella
Mason of Human Resources.

i

task of overseeing support operations.
Obviously, Liberto has been successful in

obtaining her three goals, even if she really
just traded shyness for reticence. She got
her degree in accounting at Corpus Christi
State University (now Texas A&M-Corpus
Christi) and holds down one of the most
responsible jobs the Texas Department of
Transportation has to offer.

Although accounting is still what she
loves best, Liberto is one of those DOAs
who feels she has to know something about
all her areas. She looks to technical manuals
to provide that insight.

"I'm a big believer in manuals," she told
me. "I think that's the key to success as a
DOA. I read any and all manuals."

Additionally, Liberto often finds herself
short a supervisor. So she becomes dual-
hatted-the DOA/human resources officer
or the DOA/chief accountant. "On the job
training can be a brutal way to get a fast
education in a field unfamiliar to you," she
said.

She's quick to point out that she has real-
ly great supervisors. "I couldn't do this
alone," Liberto said. "I don't know what I'd
do without supervisors like Tony Parlamas
(information systems section), Ella Mason
(human resource officer), Melissa Mudd
(chief accountant) and Diane Havlik (safety
officer) .

"When I'm gone, Ella takes over," Liberto
continued. "She helps me tremendously
with her wide and varied experience."

And Parlamas, according to Liberto,
heads up one of the department's truly out-
standing information systems sections. "ISD
(Information Systems Division) calls on us a
lot to participate in pilot projects," she said.

Over all these ingredients for good man-
agement, Liberto sprinkles a little common
sense. "I try not to jump to conclusions,"
she said. "I always check to see if things
pass the common sense test."

She chuckled as she said that. "It's funny,
me talking about common sense," she said.
"My sister always used to tell me that I had
a lot of book sense but no common sense."

Indeed, leading by common sense and
having 30 employees

who exceed expecta-
tions pays off. In
1998, the Corpus
Christi District

won the Occu-
pational Safe-
ty Division's
Safety and
Health
Award of
Merit for
showing a
47 percent
reduction

in its
employee lost

time injury
rate. They
also snagged
the Texas

Safety
Associa-

Motor Fleet Safety Award of Merit for a 48
percent reduction in their vehicle accident
frequency rate.

Liberto's affinity for and success in the
transportation business may be genetic. Her
parents worked for the Indiana Department
of Transportation. "Before he retired, my
dad worked in maintenance as a sign man
and crew chief. My mother still works for
the department of transportation as a main-
tenance office manager."

Looks like Liberto will enjoy the same
kind of longevity with TxDOT. Hired in
1983 as an accountant, she was promoted to
assistant chief accountant in 1987 and then
chief accountant in 1991.

"At that time," she explained, "the district
was structured so that human resources and
the warehouse were part of accounting.
That was my initial experience with those
two areas."

Bidding a sad, albeit short, farewell to her
Corpus Christi family, Liberto headed to
Waco in 1994 to serve as the director of
administration for then-Waco District Engi-
neer Kirby Pickett.

"Really, the best thing that could have
happened to me at that point in my career
was to get the Waco DOA job," she said.
"That really broadened my experience. I
met new and wonderful people and was
exposed to new ideas.

"I think that in order for me to be effec-
tive as the DOA here (Corpus Christi), I
had to leave and get an outsider's outlook,"
Liberto said. Corpus Christi District Engi-
neer Billy Parks hired her as the DOA in
1997.

The return to Corpus Christi was person-
ally gratifying for Liberto; she married her
husband, John, nine months before accept-
ing the DOA offer from Parks.

"John has an electronics business here,"
she explained. "Plus, returning to the coastal
city allowed me to bring my son, Andrew,
and daughter, Alexis, back to their home-
town."

In her spare time, Liberto keeps the
books for John's business and his country-
western band (he plays lead guitar). She's
also her daughter, Alexis's, biggest fan, mak-
ing as many of her scholastic and athletic
events as possible.

Athletic herself, Liberto enjoys playing
tennis as well as baking and watching old
westerns. "Baking is an old family tradition,"
she explained. "My mother used to bake for
all our friends, so each year, around Christ-
mas, I bake cookies, bread and cinnamon
rolls for everyone I know."

Apparently, Alexis is also her mother's
biggest fan, having given Liberto a plaque
she proudly displays on the wall behind her
desk. It reads, "Do you want to talk to the
man in charge or the woman who can help
you?"

While she'll joke about the gender gap,
Liberto is dead serious about her take on
life.

"God has everything to do with any suc-
cess I've enjoyed," she said. "I always keep in
mind that the riches aren't here on earth."

I'd say she's gotten more than three things
out of life.*
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Firm's contract makes TxDOT history
Virginia-based company to do maintenance on interstate construction project
By Helen Havelka
Public Information Office

Informational signs for a pilot mainte-
nance project have gone up along Interstate
35 in the Waco District and Interstate 20 in
the Dallas District.

On Sept. 1, VMS Inc. of Richmond, Va.,
began complete maintenance of 117 miles of
1-35 in Hill, McLennan and Bell counties
and 63 miles of 1-20 in Kaufman and Dallas
counties.

This is the first time in TxDOT history
that a private firm is responsible for mainte-
nance of a complete section of the highway
system from property line to property line.

As part of this contract, VMS handles
roadway, guardrail and sign repair; striping,
mowing; sign installation; litter pick up;
drainage work; traffic signal maintenance;
snow removal and emergency assistance.

VMS was only one of two bidders for the
five-year contracts. A company from
Nashville, Tenn., submitted the second bid.
VMS will be paid $19.8 million for five
years for the Waco contract and $11.3 mil-
lion for the Dallas work.

The department estimated $25 million
and $13.6 million for Waco and Dallas,
respectively.

For many maintenance employees across
the state, there is concern these contracts
may mean a loss of jobs.

"I know they (employees) are apprehen-
sive about it, but no particular employee's job
is in jeopardy. They may think we are giving
their jobs away, but that won't happen with
this contract," said Paul Montgomery, direc-
tor of maintenance in the Waco District.

"This contract will give us the ability to
do some work in other parts of these coun-
ties that we haven't been able to do."

Gary Charlton, Montgomery's counter-
part in the Dallas District, agreed.

"We have plenty of work. If this concept
works, it should prove to be a valuable asset,
because we will not get additional personnel
to maintain the miles of roadway we have,"
Charlton said.

"We want them (VMS) to maintain
Interstate 20 at a higher level of service than
our existing personnel, equipment, materials
and contracting resources will allow."

"We need to see if these contracts will
help us increase our level of service," said
Richard Kirby, director of maintenance
operations in the Maintenance Division.
"These are five-year contracts, and it will
probably take until the fourth or fifth year
before we can determine if this concept is a
benefit to TxDOT and the taxpayers or
not. "

VMS is expected to subcontract about 95
percent of the work.

"We expect them to have a laundry list of
contractors and call one of them to handle
jobs as they become available," Kirby said.

The availability of numerous highway
contractors was a reason the 1-35 and 1-20
segments were selected for this pilot project.

The two highways also were chosen
because they carry a variety of traffic and
provide both rural and urban situations.

More than 130,000 vehicles travel daily
on 1-20 at the Dallas-Tarrant county line. I-

A Virginia-based company replaces TxDOT maintenance crews in two roadway projects.
TxDOT officials say the contract does not jeopardize agency jobs.

35 carries more than 80,000 vehicles a day
through Waco.

McLennan County Maintenance Super-
visor Tommy Gaskamp was ready to get his
crews off 1-35 in Waco.

"Every time we go out there, I am con-
cerned. A while back, we had an accident
where a crash attenuator got hit. I got.a sick

feeling when that call came over the radio,"
Gaskamp said.

"Luckily, our guy was not hurt. I know
this can still happen on other highways, but
not as likely as on the interstate."

Gaskamp, who has been with TxDOT
for 28 years, feels VMS will be able to han-
dle the routine work of the contract, "but it
will be interesting to see how they handle
emergency situations with ice and acci-
dents."

The contractor is required to respond to
emergencies, but the contract does not spec-
ify a response time.

Similar to TxDOT, VMS will be expect-
ed to respond as quickly as possible. If
absolutely necessary, department crews will
assist in an emergency situation, but the cost
of TxDOT's effort would be deducted from
any payment due VMS. '

In addition, VMS will also be responsible
for any closures or detours related to emer-
gency situations.

For years, local agencies and the public
have called upon the department when
problems or situations arise.

Department officials hope the new signs
on the highway will help forward the tide of
calls to VMS.

The new signs with "Private Mainte-
nance" along with the contractor's name and
phone number are placed at the each county
line and major interchanges.

Other than the signs, the public may not
notice a difference.

"We will treat them like a maintenance
section, working with them to make sure the
work is done," Kirby said.

"We are in the process of getting them
security clearance so they can enter their

work reports directly into the Maintenance
Management Information System (MMIS)
like any maintenance section does."

In addition to MMIS, VMS will submit
daily lane closures and travel information to
the department's Highway Condition
Report.

Montgomery is the project enginee: fo
Waco contract, while David Lott, the project
engineer for the East Dallas Project Office,
will handle similar duties in Dallas.

Each district plans to have one inspector
designated for the VMS contract who will
inspect only the final product.

"This contract has outcome-based specifi-
cations. We will not tell them how to
accomplish the work as long as they are not
a risk to the safety of the traveling public,"
Charlton said.

Charlton used mowing as an example of
an outcome-based spec.

"Generally, we are restricted to the num-
ber of cycles. They will be held to a limita-
tion on the height of the grass. If it is dry,
obviously, they won't have to mow as often.
But, if it is a rainy spring, they will have to
mow more," he said.

"It will be interesting to see if they have
different ways of doing certain things. We
might find that we will want to incorporate
some of their ways."

VMS also will determine its own work
schedule based on the conditions of the
roadway and right of way.

If VMS cannot or does. not handle a situ-
ation, it can be charged for the work com-
pleted by TxDOT, as well as liquidated
damages.

"As far as I am concerned, the key to this
contract is to have a plan of where we are
going and how are we going to get there,"
Charlton said.

"Overall, I think we have a good contrac-
tor, and they will want to do a good job on
it."

Communication is the most important

See CONTRACT, Page 5
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TxDOT, TNRCC plan to curb erosion
Partnership evidence of agency's efforts to reduce waste statewide
By Barrie Cogburn
Design Division

What began in the spring of 1997 as a
short meeting to discuss the possibilities of
the Texas Department of Transportation
using compost on its right of way has grown
into approval of statewide compost demon-
stration projects in several TxDOT districts.

The Texas Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Commission has been an important
partner in the development of the compost
use.

As the agency strives to find markets for
composted materials, employees have
worked to educate the road construction
industry on the benefits of use compost.

To encourage TxDOT use of compost for
erosion control, TNRCC has coordinated
several demonstration projects in four dis-
tricts, Dallas, Abilene, Tyler and Amarillo.

TNRCC secures the compost material
and a contractor to apply the material.
TxDOT has offered a suitable site on state
right of way.

Theses demonstrations have afforded
TxDOT employees a firsthand opportunity
to observe the erosion control benefits of
compost.

The most recent demonstration project
took place in the Dallas District on Aug. 16
near Duncanville (Spur 408 just north of

~A4

11

Compost Is applied with a peumatic hose to a
Dallas District. The program is coordinated thr
with TNRCC.

Interstate 20) Compost was applied to the
slope with pneumatic blowing equipment.

A large hose attached to the tractor-trail-
er truck delivers the compost material. The
operator controls the flow of compost
through the hose with a remote control sys-
tem. The manure-based compost came from

Erath County, an
area of the state
with critical dairy
waste problems.

TxDOT offi-
cials believe the
agency can benefit
greatly by helping
to increase the
awareness and
acceptance of com-
post for use on
highway right of
way.

Use of the com-
post specification
offers many bene-
fits: It can be used
an erosion control
solution, which

slope near 20 in the saves construction
rough a Prnershp costs because it

fosters quicker
establishment of

vegetation; it helps avoid erosion, which
results in savings of future maintenance
costs; and it gives TxDOT the opportunity
to be seen as a partner in the statewide waste
reduction effort. *

Portable tiaggers replace employees

on Canyon-area maintenance project
By Sandy Mehhorn
Amarillo District

Workers with orange flags waving motorists
safely through one lane around highway con-
struction projects may soon be a thing of the
past.

TxDOT has accomplished one-way traffic
control solely with the use of workers with flags,
a costly activity, especially when traffic control is
needed at a site 24 hours a day. Today's advance-
ments in portable traffic control devices have
given contractors and state departments of trans-
portation a new, cost-effective alternative.

In Texas, portable traffic signals have been
used on various construction projects since 1992.
But before now, they have been used primarily
for bridge construction and repairs when crews
needed to close one lane, allowing only one-way
traffic across the bridge

Recently, these portable signals were used suc-
cessfully by the Amarillo District's Canyon Area
Office and Holmes Construction Company, Inc.
of Amarillo.

The project was located on Farm-to-Market
Road 2590 in Randall County. There were two,
four-way intersections in the project area, where
concrete pavement was being laid down to
replace hot-mix asphalt pavement.

In order to complete the construction, one-
way traffic control was required 24 hours a day
over three months.

For this project, Holmes Construction Com-
pany, Inc. contracted with International Traffic
Systems-Texas, Inc. of Hondo, for the use of
portable traffic signals at all four approaches to

the intersections. This marked the first time
portable traffic signals have been used at a four-
way intersection in the state of Texas, according
to Glenn Garrison of ITS-Texas, Inc.

The portable signals are mounted on a trailer,
which also contains a portable generator and the
signal control box. For this project, the signals
were set up for a maximum wait time of three
minutes for motorists. The signal supports are
equipped with sensors that add green time to the
light each time a vehicle is detected, to a maxi-
mum green time of 55 seconds.

From TxDOT's perspective, the use of
portable signals is safer and more cost effective
than the use of flaggers. One danger of using
flaggers is the possibility of an employee being
involved in an accident. This risk increases when
flaggers are used at night.

"They (portable signals) are an efficient and
economic way of moving traffic through the
work zone, " said Don Day, Canyon area engin-
ner.

The use of portable traffic signals is also cost
effective. The cost of the signals was $47,712.
Based on the length of this project, one-way traf-
fic control would have cost $98,020. This result-
ed in a $50,308 savings.

The signals are not used without incident,
however. One problem occurred at the second
setup when lightning interrupted the power
source, which knocked out one of the signals'
sensors. The generator also caused a problem at
the initial setup of the signals. It ran out of fuel,
and the generator's motor malfunctioned. *

CONTRACT
Continued from Page 4

ingredient in this new partner-
ship, according to Amy Burlarley-
Hyland, the area engineer in
charge of the two contracts for
VMS.

"Establishing a good, effective
line of communication is extreme-
ly important," she said.

Burlarley-Hyland, who has 15
years of maintenance experience
with the New York Department
of Transportation, will split her
time on both contracts. VMS has
offices in DeSoto and Hewitt
(near Waco).

Handling total maintenance
and operation of a highway is
nothing new for VMS.

The Virginia company is doing
similar work in Virginia and
Florida.

Working with the private sec-
tor for maintenance is nothing
new for TxDOT, which privatizes
54 percent of the workload
through preventive and routine
maintenance contracts. State law
requires the department to con-
tract 50 percent of its mainte-
nance. *

'insportaton News September 1999



SPOT-NG DRUNK DRIVERS
The following are the Top 20 visual

cues for detecting drunk drivers at night.
Percentages given after each visual cue
reflects the probablity that the driver
exhibiting the cue has a blood alcohol con-
tent equal or greater than 0.08.

L Turning with a wide radius (65%)

2. Straddling center or lane marker
(65%)

3. Appearing drunk (60%)

4. Almost striking an object or vehicle
(60%)

5. Weaving (60%)

6. Driving on non-designated roadway
(55%)

7. Swerving (55%)

8. Speed slower than 10 mph below
speed limit (50%)

9. Stopping without cause In traffic
lane (50%)

10. Following too closely (50%)

11. Drifting (50%)

12. Tires on center lane or marker
(45%)

13. Braking erratically (45%)

14. Driving Into opposing lanes
(45%)

15. Signalling Inconsistent with driving
actions (40%)

16. Slow response to traffic signals
(40%)

17. Stopping In appropriately (35%)

18. Tuming abruptly or Illegally (35%)

19. Accelerating or decelerating
rapidly (35%)

20. Headlights off (30%)

Source: U.S. Department of
Transportation/quoted in The DOTted Line,
El Paso District

STATIC BOOM
Most everyone knows refueling your car

while smoking is dangerous, but not everyone
knows about another explosive danger: storing
a full portable gas can in your car, particularly
in the bed of a pickup.

Static electricity can build up and cause the
can to explode, according to the National Traffic
Safety Administration. This is especially true
with gas cans left in pickup bed with bed liners.

Tips for gas can use:

For gasoline storage, look for containers
with the UL label.

Remove the container from the vehicle
and place it on the ground away from the
vehicle, other people and traffic.

Keep the nozzle in contact with the can
while filling.

Never smoke while pumping gasoline.

Source: "Tail Lights," USAA Magazine

lransportuflon News September 1999
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Paris District employee thankful
for support from TxDOT family
By Sabra Vaughan
Paris District

t the recent Paris District
Safe Driver Awards Ban-

uet, two gentlemen pre-
sented their thoughts on what is
good about working for TxDOT.
Exceptional benefits and wonderful
people topped the list. And I have
to agree!

It's very easy to get caught up in
the things you don't like about your
job, things you think should be
handled differently.

It's easy to get frustrated and say
you want another job - a job that,
even if things weren't any better,
you would at least pay you more to
compensate for the headaches.

But in the past year, I have
learned that money, at least in the
form of salary and wages, isn't always what's
most important.

On May 11, 1998, at 5:07 p.m., I gave
birth to a beautiful, perfect son we named
Steele Braydon Vaughan.

Four hours later, the pediatrician told us
that he was 99 percent sure that our "per-
fect" son had Down syndrome. I can't
describe the range of emotions that ran
through me that night - fear, hurt, self-

pity, anger.
What kind of life would he lead? Would

people accept him? One week later, a blood
test confirmed the doctor's diagnosis.

My fear of Steele's rejection was immedi-
ately put to rest; all of our family and friends
said "So what?" when we told them.

Everyone, including my TxDOT family,
was great. Self-pity and anger turned into a
feeling of honor that the Lord had enough
confidence in my husband and me to place
His special child with us.

Fear began to dwindle with education.
Everything would be all right.

We had been informed that about half of
all children with Down syndrome had some
type of congenital heart defect. Even
though no doctor detected any sign of a
murmur, it was recommended that we
should have an echocardiogram performed
on Steele.

Steele was 1 month old when the
echocardiogram revealed that he had atri-
oventricular septal defect, which meant that
he had a massive hole in his heart; virtually
no septum or valves were present. This con-
dition is fatal if not corrected through open-
heart surgery.

To make matters worse, Steele suffered
heart failure and was rushed to Columbia
Children's Hospital at Medical City in Dal-
las. We were terrified!

I made a call to one of my TxDOT
friends explaining what was happening, and
asking for prayers.

The word was spread, and I know in my
heart that all the prayers from family and
friends made the difference for Steele.

I was overwhelmed by all the love and
concern expressed by my TxDOT family

The Vaughans of Paris hold their son, Steele, who
was dagnosed with Down syndrome soon after his
birth last year. Sabra Vaughan says the support of
her TxDOT co-workers helped them through an emo-
tionally and financially trying time.

through calls, visits, gifts, offers for blood
donations and, especially, prayers.

It was especially endearing to see that
love and friendship could transcend religious
barriers.

I know that prayer were made to gods
other than my own, and all were appreciat-
ed.

Steele was released from the hospital July
10, 1998, exactly four weeks after le arrveA.

He continually improved, and I returned to
work on Sept. 1.

I had been off work for 16 weeks, but,
due to TxDOT's wonderful sick leave pool,
I never missed a day's pay.

A "higher paying" job in the private sec-
tor would, more than likely, have had me off
the payroll - if I even had a job left at all.

Steele's medical bills from May 11 to
Dec. 31 totaled more than $227,000, but my
out-of-pocket expense was only $500 due to
our exceptional insurance benefits.

(Three hundred dollars of that was tax-
free due to my TexFlex Health Care Reim-
bursement account.)

Gifts from family and friends, much it
from my TxDOT family, helped offset some
of the hotel, meal and miscellaneous expens-
es.

You know, I don't have near as much to
gripe about these days. (Well, maybe a few
things. I'm human, you know.) But it does-
n't take long for me to remember all the
great things about working for TxDOT!

I have a wonderful little reminder at
home who's getting bigger, stronger, and
feistier by the day. He's sitting up on his
own; has two teeth (and diligently working
on more); says Dada and Mama; laughs; and
loves to walk holding your hands.

And, by the way, we still think he is
PERFECT. *

Sabra Vaughan is an internal review ana-
lyst in the Paris District. TxDOT employees
and retirees can submit First Person columnsfor
publication in Transportation News via
Group Wise to Editor Lisa Trow @LTROW
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THE THRILL
OF VICTORY

San Angelo District employee
conquers cancer with courage
By Patsy Rainwatea-Maddux
San Angelo DistrictAlysa Powers knows first-hand about the importance of a pos-

itive attitude, not only in the workplace but in a struggle for
her life.

Twelve years ago, instead of attending American Cancer Soci-
ety's committee meetings to organize a TxDOT 24-hour Relay for
Life team to raise money for cancer research, Powers, now a
TxDOT training coordinator, planned her life around doctor's
appointments to fight this deadly disease.

She and her father, Gary Bilbrey, who is the TxDOT mainte-
nance supervisor in Coke County, made their first trip to M.D.
Anderson in Houston during Powers' junior year at Bronte High
School.

"I told my coach that I had discovered a lump on my neck after a
volleyball practice," Powers said. "I just thought that I had pulled a
muscle," Powers said.

Immediately, her coach suggested her parents take her to the local
clinic. Apparently, the other symptoms Powers had been experienc-
mng made the coach suspicious of the lump. Lesions on her legs that
a dermatologist had treated as a simple rash, a constant pain in her
side, and even the naps in class started to add up to something more
than exhaustion for an active 17-year-old.

Within a few days, the visit to the Bronte clinic followed by a
series of tests in San Angelo changed this teen-ager's life.

wJrhe a-- ~xvdame atr cool oe da, the fam-l meetn

that her father had arranged was the first clue that the lump was not
a pulled muscle. As her two brothers and two sisters and stepmother
listened, Powers's father explained she had been diagnosed with
Hodgkin's disease, a form of lymphoma.

"I remember asking, 'What do we do now'," Powers said.
She didn't want to waste time because she had a busy schedule

during volleyball and track season and prom was approaching. By
March, Powers and her dad were in Houston at M.D. Anderson for
several days of tests that discovered a class 2A lymphoma in her
spleen. The cancer victim said that her age, plus the fact that she
didn't smoke or drink, contributed to an optimistic prognosis.

A few weeks later Powers returned to Houston for a laparadomy,
a previously used procedure that involved exploratory surgery of her
major organs, plus surgery that removed her spleen.

After two weeks, she and her father were back on the road again
for the eight-hour trip back to Bronte. Prior to leaving Houston,
they had received good news from her doctor.

Since the nodes were wrapped around her breastbone, the second
anticipated surgery through her backbone would be replaced by radi-
ation.

In fact, her first radiation experience may have played a big role in
her recovery, Powers said. The radiologist asked her to imagine crea-
tures traveling through her body, eating away the cancer cells during
her radiation treatment.

"This radiologist said that 90 percent of my chance to overcome
this disease would be due to my attitude, suggesting that I begin
right then with my first treatment," Powers said.

The high school student took this advice. With the knowledge
her friends were praying for her recovery, Powers put her positive
attitude to work planning to attend the school prom. She lost most
of her hair as a result of the radiation, but this hair loss and burns
around her neck didn't stop her from joining her boyfriend and
friends at the prom.

Following surgery, Powers surprised her friends when she left the
hospital early by way of Austin for the State Basketball Tournament.
As the 90-pound teen-ager walked into the gym to watch her
boyfriend compete in the tournament, she heard the announcer
explain that the Bronte team and students had been involved in
fund-raisers for another classmate and athlete who was a patient at
M.D. Anderson.

A year later, Powers received an award. During an awards cere-

# , <~

Alysa Powers, left, a training coordinator In the San Angelo Dls-
trict, faced lynphoena with the help of her family, Including her
father, ight, also a TxDOT veterui.

mony, the Bronte Volleyball State Championship team included sev-
eral students who were honored, including the 1988 homecoming
queen who received the "Most Courageous Award."

Powers' coach described an athlete who never complained during
workouts, even practices only a few months after surgery. She also
had a goal to make it to state in track, but fell short of her goal by
only seconds after earning her way to the regional track meet.

After graduating from high school, Powers married her high
school sweetheart, knowing that she may never have children
because of her experience with cancer.

Today, Powers not only enjoys an active life working out to Taebo
tapes with her husband but also shooting baskets with her two
young sons, ages 3 and 7.

Throughout all her trips to Houston, all she wanted to do was
to return home to a normal life. Today, Powers feels blessed with her
family and her career at TxDOT that began in October 1997.

"I remember how good TxDOT was to my dad because of all
the sick leave he had accumulated," Powers said. This time allowed
him to take her to Houston during the monthly trips.

Until only a few years ago, the young mother could not even
talk about her trips to M.D. Anderson. She remembered seeing the
other cancer patients who struggled for their lives. At the same time,
the cancer survivor said that she felt blessed for the progress she has
made since the day she learned she had cancer.

Last year, 11 years after being diagnosed with cancer, Powers
said that the doctor told her that she would no longer have to return
for check ups. He also warned her that many patients might see the
cancer reoccur or experience a secondary cancer.

"Not me," Powers explained. From the beginning, her attitude
to overcome this disease and to enjoy life has been her main focus.

Up until last year, Powers was not able to talk about her person-
al experiences with cancer. However, serving as co-chairwoman for
Relay for Life seemed to be a valuable part of her emotional healing
process by encouraging others to join the fight against this disease.

Her efforts involved attending numerous captains' meeting
throughout the year and sending out motivational e-mails, remind-
ing co-workers that they would be working for a cure.

Her enthusiasm helped to attract two teams of 30 TxDOT par-
ticipants, earning $800 for the 24-hour relay.

Overall, the 800 San Angelo volunteers cleared over $67,000 by
the end of the weekend.

Walking the first lap around the San Angelo Bobcat Stadium
June 11 with more than 100 local cancer survivors, the smile on
Powers face said it all for this dedicated community volunteer. *
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MEAN SEASON
TxDOT prepares for the worst as hurricane season hits
By Linda Ribble
Public Information Office

Hurricane season this year may have
come in like a lamb with the rela-
tively tame Hurricane Bret, but

Texas Department of Transportation offi-
cials are bracing for the lions that may fol-
low.

Hurricane Bret, which made landfall last
month at a sparsely populated area of the

South Texas coast
between Brownsville

from 'Texas and Corpus Christi,

Highways vs. packed a punch with its
Carla' 145 mph sustained

winds, but did little

damage, unlike the
destructive Hurricane Carla in 1961, the
last Category 4 storm to hit Texas. Carla
spawned one of the largest mass evacuations
in Texas history, experts say, when half a
million residents fled the area.

Nearly 30,000 used Interstate 37 to flee
the anticipated damage from Bret, which
was first expected to hit Corpus Christi on
Aug. 22 before it changed course and made
landfall near Baffin Bay, 75 miles south of
Corpus Christi, according to district offi-
cials.

Corpus Christi experienced 90 mph
winds, which resulted in signal and sign
damage. Flooding occurred inland in the
Laredo District, where four people were
killed in a traffic accident attributed to Bret,
and high winds closed three international
bridges, according to the Associated Press.

Many evacuees found shelter in San
Antonio. To help them locate shelters, San
Antonio District employees erected signsdi-
recting them where to seek shelter and what
radio stations offered weather information,
said John Bohuslav, district director of main-
tenance.

Corpus Christi Director of Maintenance
Bob Blackwell said the storm brought out
the best in TxDOT employees.

"They just keep right on going, helping
and doing their jobs, even in 60 and 70 mph
winds," he said.

When hurricanes and tropical storms
threaten, the best course of action for resi-
dents to take is to leave the area, the earlier,
the better, according to TxDOT emergency
management personnel.

"People need to be prepared and plan
ahead," said Mike Alford, Houston Dis-
trict's director of maintenance. "Once they
are instructed to evacuate, get out early!"

In state-declared emergencies, the Texas
Department of Public Safety's Division of
Emergency Management becomes the lead
response agency and establishes a 24-hour
command center near the disaster area to
coordinate relief efforts in two 12-hour
shifts.

Agencies responsible for public safety,
transportation, health, parks and wildlife,
forestry, agriculture, natural resources conser-
vation and the National Guard assist in dis-
aster response alongside volunteers from the
American Red Cross, businesses and civic
groups and others in the community.

A Palaclous couple collects their belongings from their home after the winds of Hurricane
Carla shoved It onto Texas 35.

After Carla hit, work crews begin clearing da
Interstate 45 Just south of the newly constru
Galveston Bay Causeway.

Among the roads closed by Carla was Farum
to Market Road 616 at Carancahua Creek.

Hurricanes and tropical storms usually
occur along the Texas coastal areas during
the months of August and September.
Warm-core tropical cyclones spawned east
of the international date line, hurricanes are
ranked according to the Saffir-Simpson scale

Those in Category 1 have a cen-
tral barometric pressure of 28.94
inches or more and winds of 74
to 95 mph, are accompanied by a
4 or 5 foot storm surge and
cause minimal damage.
Category 5 hurricanes have pres-
sure less than 27.17 inches,
winds greater than 155 mph,
storm surge higher than 18 feet,
and catastrophic damage.
Any warm-core cyclone that has
maximum sustained surface
winds from 39 to 73 mph is clas-
sified as tropical storms.

wage on Prior to the season, TxDOT
icted district emergency management

personnel yearly attend a DPS-
conducted exercise called Hurri-

cane Polly to practice hurricane preparedness
procedures with representatives from partici-
pating agencies and to learn of any proce-
dure updates.

The training ensures lines of communica-
tion are established between DPS and other
agencies. On return to their respective dis-
tricts, attendees review the procedures and
any updates with all supervisors, who then
take it back to their employees.

TxDOT's primary role and concerns are
to keep the roads open, to ensure designated
evacuation routes are posted and to contact
the media so it can notify the public of
these routes.

As the storm moves through, TxDOT
crews must quickly remove debris from pri-
mary roads so emergency personnel can get
to victims who need medical attention and

*Seenext page
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Two young residents of downtown Reeport survey Carla's damage.

Officials: Each disaster prepares us for the next one
Continued from previous page

to facilitate supply and water distribution.
As soon as a storm system is expected to

hit the Houston District, employees begin
working through their checklists, filling fuel
stations and tanks in vehicles and equip-
ment, Alford said.

"They make sure equipment such as chain
saws and flashlights are ready and opera-
tional, ad any nedca supplies like batteries

or auxiliary backup generators for facilities
are available."

TxDOT offices aren't staffed in an evacu-
ation area. Offices and equipment at con-
struction sites are moved to secure locations.

"Anything that TxDOT owns that can be
blown around, we try to secure or get out of
there, and we board up the windows. If emi-
nent, we'll make sure that any highway con-
struction activities that would impede evacu-
ation are ceased 48 hours in advance. We
assist DPS with some of their evacuation
procedures, and provide traffic control
devices such as signs and barricades," Alford
said.

Although the National Guard usually
handles the evacuation of residents, districts
with ferries such as Houston also must con-
sider operating safety during an evacuation.
To help evacuate residents from the Bolivar
Peninsula, Houston District ferries generally
operate until tides are 5 feet above normal
and while wind speeds are less than 55 mph,
Alford said.

Blackwell echoes instructions to leave
early. "If (evacuees) wait until the last
minute, they may be trapped in their cars
during the hurricane."

Each disaster helps prepare for the next.
CRP Maintenance Manager Rubin Schultz
recalls Hurricane Celia in 1970 and Hurri-
cane Gilbert in 1988.

Celia made landfall in Corpus Christi on
Aug. 3, 1970. The storm had changed its
course and strengthened before pounding
the area. Most residents had prepared, but
no one anticipated Celia's sustained wind
speeds of 130 mph with gusts up to 161
mph. The anemometer at Aransas Pass was
blown down by gusts estimated to be 180

mph.
The storm killed 11 and caused at least

466 injuries in Texas. Damages totaled more
than $453 million. Roadways suffered most
of the damage. Portions of Texas 361 (for-
merly Park Road 53) were washed away.
Wind damage uprooted acres of trees and
downed utility poles, Schultz said. "Shrimp
boats were found a quarter mile inland."

Corpus Christi's major thoroughfares
were opened within a few days, but hauling
off debris from the storm took months,
Schultz said.

"Debris from houses, boats, everything
you could think was in the middle of the
road. We bulldozed it all into the right of
way to clear the roads."

Gilbert, the next major hurricane forecast
to hit Corpus Christi, was expected to be
twice as bad as Celia, a prediction that
prompted a panicked evacuation, Schultz
said.

"There was a huge exodus of people all at
the same time. Everybody waited until the
last minute to leave. Traffic didn't move."

Some said they spent hours in their cars
trying to get to San Antonio. Corpus Christi
evacuees were lucky, Blackwell said. Gilbert
veered off course and hit the lower Gulf
Coast south of Brownsville.

"If the storm had hit when everyone was
on the road, the death toll would have been
much higher," he said.

Many state highways along the Gulf
Coast don't have the capacity to support
mass evacuations, said David Hearnsberger,
director of operations for the Beaumont
District, who has witnessed the chaos that
ensues when a dangerous storms sends
refugees scurrying to get out of its path.

When Hurricane Andrew loomed off the
Gulf Coast in 1992, Texas authorities found
they weren't prepared for the ordered evacu-
ation of residents, he said. People were
trapped in vehicles along roads; some com-
plained it took four hours to go 25 miles.

The hurricane veered from its predicted
course and hit Louisiana about 9 p.m. Aug.
26.

"By then, all that had wanted to leave
Beaumont were out," Hearnsberger said.

As a result, the DPS developed an exten-
sive evacuation plan involving all Beaumont
area police departments. TxDOT had special
barricades built and stored for future use,
and extensively programmed traffic signals
to flash yellow along the evacuation route
and red on the side roads. Any police officer
in the area may access the hurricane evacua-
tion system to automatically set the signals
to flashing status.

TxDOT personnel and equipment from
other locations often must be brought into a
disaster area. In the aftermath of Gilbert,
two tankers carrying water and 15 employees
to help with water distribution went to
Mexico from the Pharr District, said Main-
tenance Manager Cresenciano Falcon.

Last year, the San Antonio, San Angelo
and Yoakum districts sent dump trucks,
loaders, bulldozers and additional personnel
to help Del Rio after Tropical Storm
Charley.

Centered about 275 miles off the south
Texas coast, Charley reached peak wind
speeds of 70 mph before moving inland on
Aug. 22, 1998, hitting land near Port
Aransas. Surface wind circulation weakened
substantially and damage in Southeast Texas
was minimal, mostly limited to beach ero-
sion. Average rainfall was from 2 to 4 inches
across Southeast Texas and from 4 to 6 inch-
es along the coast.

At the mouth of the San Bernard River in
Brazoria County of the Houston District, 9
inches of rain was reported. Charley gener-
ated rains that devastated the Del Rio area
on Aug. 23 and 24.

Awakened on Aug. 25 by a 5 a.m. phone
call from Austin, Director of Maintenance
Rosa Trevino of the Laredo District, serving
as TxDOT's logistics coordinator, traveled to
Del Rio by helicopter to evaluate the roads
and determine area needs.

While helicopter blades chopped the air
above, Trevino was struck by the widespread
destruction from raging San Felipe Creek
water.

"Downtown Del Rio looked like a war
zone. I saw a baby's car seat in the top of a

* See STORM, Page 10
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ETHICAL QUESTIONS

Kinder, gentler
Civil Rights Office
cultivates its image
By Ida Polk
Office of Civil RightsOne day while visiting the Dallas

District, I had the pleasure of
speaking to a maintenance

shop employee.
The employee advised me he had

recently experienced a serious medical
problem and was concerned with the
fear of losing his job due to his physical
limitations and the need to take peri-
odic breaks.

I suggested to the employee that he
needed to call the Office of Civil
Rights (OCR) to get information on
the Americans with Disabilities Act.

The employee contacted me at a
later date and told me he appreciated
my suggestion, was in the process of
working out his problem, and this was
based on the information he received
from OCR.

"The Civil Rights Office is all
right," the employee said.

Although information concerning
employment law is available in OCR,
as well as the Human Resources Divi-
sion and the Office of General Coun-
sel, some employees may be reluctant
to speak to the Office of Civil Rights.

There may be the tendency of some
employees to avoid addressing their
concerns because they feel the advice
will be based on the interest of man-
agement and not the employee.

Employees may also believe more
job-related problems might be discov-
ered as a result of discussing their con-
cerns with OCR.

However, because of OCR's "open
door" policy and the working relation-
ship with the districts, divisions and
offices, this employee was able to get
the information he needed to address
his concerns.

One of the proactive responsibilities
of OCR is to provide managers and
supervisors with information to assist
them in making sound decisions that
address the concerns/issues of employ-
ees.

OCR does this by interacting with
employees during district, division and
office meetings, quarterly visits and
Advisory Information Module Series
(AIMS) presentations.

TxDOT employees, as well as man-
agers, can rely on the Office of Civil
Rights as a good and reliable source of
information concerning employment
issues. *

Ida Polk is an administrative techni-
can assigned to the Office of Civil Rights,
Dallas Field Office.

Strategically located around the state and
an essential resource during crises, trained
and certified American Red Cross disaster
volunteers immediately move into an area,
set up operations and begin dispersing ser-
vices.

Among the first engaged and assigned
quickly are Ready Texans, 132 state
employees.

"When disaster strikes in Texas, they're
the first group we call," said Dave Wiltse,
director of Disaster Services at ARC's Cen-
tral Texas chapter.

With supervisor approval, a state
employee may take up to 10 days of disaster
leave a year to assist disaster victims in
Texas, without losing benefits, i.e. pay, vaca-
tion or sick leave, or earned overtime.

"We're gearing up for the Texas hurri-
cane season," Wiltse said, and added that

STORM
Continued from Page 9

tree, and that's when I realized how extensive
the damage was. I had thought of only adults
up until then. It was hard not to be emotion-
al."

The storm claimed 12 in Texas and nine in

nearby Ciudad Acuna, Mexico. Three people,
all adults, were never found, she said.

Laredo also requested the expertise of
Engineering Specialist J.V. Herrera, bridge
inspection and appraisal coordinator in the El
Paso District, to assist with emergency
inspections of bridges.

Rising Rio Grande River water almost cov-
ered most of the international bridges, and
the water flowed at high velocity, Herrera
said.

As soon as Mexican officials discovered
Herrera was in the area, they requested that
he check the international bridge crossings
because of the number of people using the
bridges. Previously, Herrera had participated
in joint inspections of international structures
along the Texas-Mexico border during flood-
ing.

"I was sad at the devastation, loss of life,
seeing homes totally demolished, debris scat-
tered all over ... people's personal belongings,
and animal carcasses lying everywhere. Fortu-
nately, I didn't come across any human bodies
anywhere," said Herrera, who spent his 30th
anniversary with the agency on this inspection
tour.

"It opened my eyes to how many agencies
could get out there and assist in an emergency
situation to meet people's needs ... clothes,
canned goods, water. Prisoners were used to
help recover bodies, and to clean up [river]
channels and debris lodged around bridges
and homes. I was amazed at the efforts
extended by the community and the response
from the survivors."

During recovery from Charley, Tropical
Storm Frances inundated most of 14 miles of
Texas 87 in the Beaumont District's southern
Jefferson County. Port Aransas crews placed
barricades at the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway

more state employees are in training or vari-
ous stages of the certification process.

Three courses are required to qualify.
Volunteer assignments may include damage
assessment (determining boundaries and
extent of damage), casework (determining
immediate and long-range needs of vic-
tims), mass care (preparation, distribution
and serving of food) and disaster health ser-
vices.

Other areas in need of volunteers include
communications, staffing, disaster welfare
inquiry, accounting, records and reports,
fund raising, and liaisons between govern-
ment agencies, community relations and
labor.

Anyone interested can contact the local
chapter of the American Red Cross. *

- Linda Ribble, PIO

to close the road into Sabine Pass while rain
continued to fall and flood waters rose. Port
Arthur police staffed barricades and DPS
provided traffic control. TxDOT's crews
moved just south of the Neches River to build
a levee parallel to Texas 87. Five or six
employees worked around the clock pumping
water off the highway into the levee to keep
the road open.

Frances also caused trouble for Carl
O'Neill, maintenance engineer of the Yoakum
District. October 1998 floods hit Gonzales,
DeWitt and Victoria counties hardest. In
Cuero, DeWitt County, road pavement sur-
facing was washed away, and in all three
counties, road side-slope embankments erod-
ed into traveling lanes.

The Guadalupe and San Marcos rivers join
in the Yoakum District, and from Seguin to
the coast, all the highways were closed. Trav-
elers were detoured to Interstate 10 to get to
San Antonio and Corpus Christi. Of 238
Yoakum District employees who participated
in detours and flood damage repair, 90 per-
cent were flagging.

While Yoakum District personnel contin-
ued their work, seven TxDOT districts
helped remove debris in the disaster area. Of
$1.7 to $1.8 million in damages throughout
the district, the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency will reimburse 75 percent of
TxDOT's repair costs, O'Neill said.

As part of hurricane preparedness proce-
dures, employees are encouraged to evacuate
their immediate families to safe places as soon
as the hurricane watch begins and then to
return to their designated work areas.

There is another consideration concerning
employees responding in disaster relief such as
that in Del Rio, Trevino said.

"We were not prepared in the sense that
we had forgotten about our own employees.
We had no portable toilets, no drinking water,
no pillows, blankets or sleeping bags, three
days without some very basic needs," Trevino
said.

"We need to supply our own emergency
response personnel with survival kits."*
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ToP 10 TRANSPORTATION ISSUES

1917 to 1999

The staff of Transportation News is working on a story to be published in an upcoming edi-
tion about the issues that have had a significant impact on the evolution of TxDOT, modes of
transportation, transportation infrastructure, and transportation-related environmental policies
and practices.

Please help us by giving us your input. To do so, list in order of significance the transporta-
tion issues you consider to be the Top 10, from the inception of the agency to 1999. Use the
space provided to make comments about your entries; if you need more room than what
we've provided, please attach a separate sheet of of paper with additional comments. These
comments may be quoted in the newsletter. We'll study your input to help us come up with
our own list for this in-depth story.

Please send these ballots to Transportation News, 125 E. 11th St., Austin, Texas, 78701,
attention: Lisa Trow.

Name: Years with TxDOT:

Distrct/Division/Office:,

1.

2.

3.

4-

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

73rd conference

on transportation

to begin Oct. 11
Looking ahead to the new century is the

focus for the 1999 Transportation Confer-
ence hosted by TxDOT and the Texas
Transportation Institute (TTI).

The three-day conference, held at Texas
A&M University in College Station, begins
Oct. 11 with the District Engineer/Division
Director/Office Director meeting.

Highlighting Tuesday's general session is
the presentation of the department's Dewitt
C.Greer, Gibb Gilchrist, Luther DeBerry,
Russell H. Perry and Raymond E. Stotzer
and Extra Mile awards.

Members of the Texas Transportation
Commission and Executive Director Wes
Heald will also make a few remarks.

Twenty-one technical sessions covering
14 topics follow Tuesday afternoon and
Wednesday.

"We have scaled back the number of non-
engineering sessions, primarily because those
topics have been discussed in other TxDOT
conferences," Heald said. "This year's ses-
sions are more technical in nature. That
allows us to do a better job of presenting
information about different projects and
programs, many of which use cutting edge
technology and processes."

Information about the conference was
mailed to the districts, divisions and offices
in late August. In addition, the conference
schedule and registration form are available
on-line via the TTI web site at
http://tti/tamu.edu/conferences. Employees
should discuss attending the conference with
their supervisors before registering.

In order to save time, employees are
encouraged to register on-line, using the
non-paid registration form. Each person will
be identified with a PIN (personal identifi-
cation number) using the month and day of
birth plus the last four digits of the social
security number. This new process will also
help expedite registration for future confer-
ences.

The transportation conference is available
to TxDOT retirees. Former department
employees who are not currently employed
in the transportation field are not required to
pay.

The registration deadline for this 73rd
annual conference is Sept. 27. *

WHO'S ON FIRST?
Our readers called to correct the state-

ment in a previous story on women in
TxDOT that Nan Sharp was the agency's
first district maintenance supervisor.
According to Human Resources records,
the first was Sue Harrison, who became
the supervisor in the Crane maintenance
section in 1984.

The Public Information Office is compil-
ing a list of other "firsts," such as the first
Hispanic district engineer, et cetera. Can
you help? If you know of a "first" for the
department and can help us document the
information, please reply to Chante'
Bergmann at 125 E. 11th St. Austin,
Texas, 78701, or e-mail her at:
CBERGMA@mailgw.dot.state.tx.us.Thank
you for your assistance.

- Lisa Trow, editor
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How low is 'low'?
Retirees recall meager starting wages for highway department jobs decades ago

Most of us can probably remember
our first job and that "low" starting
salary. It's amazing how each pass-

ing generation has a different perspective
and definition of a low salary.

Imagine making 28 cents an hour. There
are probably a few department retirees who
remember, such as Jose Olivas from the El
Paso District.

At 88, Jose is still active, riding his bike
and mowing the lawn. During his 20-year
career with the department, he worked on
the McDonald Observatory and Trans
Mountain roads. He retired from the depart-

ment in 1976.
Paul Hancock

from the Vehicle
Titles and Regis-
tration Division
and Neil

Buckalew from
the Odessa Dis-
trict have the
right idea for
retirement -
fishing. Paul
completed his

Helen Havelka career in 1995
after 26 years.

Before dedi-
The Good Lf efocating his days

to fishing, Neil
worked for three years, managing airport and
water projects. He retired from the depart-

ment in 1992 after 36 years.
Like Neil, Bobbie Hasert continued work-

ing after retiring from TxDOT in 1993. The
San Antonio District retiree is a chief engi-
neer for a private firm. Bobbie, who had 36
years with the department, lends some of his
time to church activities, the Lions Club and
Masonic Lodge.

Retirement has also given Ruben Cano
from the Pharr District a chance to become
more active in civic organizations. The 1984
retiree is a charter member of the Kiwanis
Club and a member of the local American
Legion. Ruben had 37 years of service.

Childress District retiree Jerry Burchard
does a little fishing and camping with the
grandchildren. He works around the home
but also finds time to travel. Jerry had 29
years when he retired in 1996.

Thirty-nine-year veteran Seburn Wolfe
from the Brownwood District wrote that he is
not working on any "major activities." I think
working in the yard, handling repairs around
his home and working at his church are
"major" enough for a retiree. Seburn, who
completed his career in 1991, does find time
for a little golf, so it's not all work and no
play.

Taking it easy is Andres Trevino's reward
for a 30-year career with the department. He
reads, plays with his grandchildren and
works in the yard and garden. Andres
worked in the Pharr District until 1986.

LeRoy SurteesJr. has a busy retirement
schedule. The San Antonio District retiree
travels, plays golf, participates in church
activities and does volunteer work. He is also
a member of the District 15 Retirees Associ-
ation. LeRoy had 36 years when he retired
in 1993.

"I fully recommend retirement," wrote Joe
Hall from the Childress District. After retir-
ing in 1993, Joe did a lot of traveling in his
RV. He has since bought a home and now
spends time with family. Joe had 34 years
with the department.

Amarillo District's James Jarrett has a
steady diet of traveling. In the summers, this
1996 retiree retreats to New Mexico, where
he enjoys meeting people. James worked for
the department for 15 years.

Retirees Bill and Kitty Schwarz have found
a cool spot in the Canadian Rockies this
summer. Temperatures are in the 40s, 50s
and 60s - must be nice! Bill worked in the
Automation Division (ISD) for more than 29
years, while Kitty had 32 years in the Equip-
ment and Procurement Division.

Since retiring in 1990, Bill and Kitty took
to the road in their fifth-wheel trailer, visit-
ing every state in the lower 48 plus much of
Canada. Continued safe travels...

Antonio Martinez left the Valley after
retiring in 1982, but he's back. He was on
hand for the Pharr District's 45th Annual
Awards Presentation. Antonio spent 15 years
with the department.

Carlos Webb from the Fort Worth District
has a full slate of activities. He mans a booth
for Shakespeare-in-the-Park, answered
phones during a local pledge drive, ushers at
the Fort Worth Opera and Fort Worth-Dal-
las Ballet. Carlos ended a 34-year career
with the department in 1993.

Former Childress District Engineer Vance
"Huck" Castleberry is spending time as a
rancher since retiring in 1992. Huck took a
trip to Europe and enjoys time in the moun-
tains in New Mexico. Huck logged 34 years
with the department, the last five as district
engineer.

Restoring cars is a big part of retirement
for two former Brownwood District employ-
ees - Charles Burk and Norman Owen.
Charles is restoring a '75 Corvette and
building a '27 T Roadster. He had 31 years
with the department when he left in 1992.

Norman is working on a 1957 Chevrolet
Nomad. He retired in 1993 after a 39-year
career.

Anastacio Luera has found 16 ways to stay
busy as the Pharr District retiree enjoys time
with his 16 grandchildren: When the 1990
retiree is not with family, he works in the
yard and repairs lawn mowers. Anastacio put
in almost 35 years with the department.

Clyde Israel decided to keep working after
retiring from the Amarillo District in 1993.
He also participates in church activities,
plays golf and visits his grandsons. Clyde
worked 29 years for TxDOT.

Another Amarillo District retiree Paul
Tucker remained in the work force. After a
25-year career with TxDOT, he has worked
in investment management and real estate
appraisal. Paul completed his career in 1993.

Dropping us a card was Jo Nell Clark from
the San Antonio District. Jo Nell and her
husband, Odis, have enjoyed traveling, fish-
ing and antiquing. Odis retired in 1983 with
32 years of service while Jo Nell left the
department in 1995 after 14 years.

"Enjoying life one day at a time. There
are always a lot of things to do," is how

George FloresJr. described his retirement.
George worked in the Pharr District, retiring
in 1985 after 35 years.

I get the impression that golf is one of
Adalberto "Albert" Calderon's favorite past
times - he plays every day! The Odessa Dis-
trict retiree was a scorekeeper for the PGA
(Professional Golf Association) and SPGA
(Senior Professional Golf Association) tour
in Las Vegas, Nev. He now runs the practice
area for golfers in the Las Vegas Invitational
and Senior Classic tournaments.

Albert finds time to travel and serves as a
member of the honor guard for the local
Veterans of Foreign Wars. He retired in
1990 after a 38-year career.

Congratulations to Clarence Shanks, who
has been married for 50 years. Clarence
retired from the Amarillo District in 1992
with 37 years. He and his wife took a trip to
Alaska; he also teaches defensive driving and
plays golf with 1986 retiree Walter Connally.

Richard "Dick" Vaughan and wife Nina cel-
ebrated their 58th wedding anniversary last
month. Dick retired from the El Paso District
in 1976 after a 25-year career. He spent
much of his retirement years in the lapidary
business (cutting and polishing gemstones).
Best wishes, Dick and Nina.

Since retiring in 1996, Rafael Narvaez has
had more time for his favorite hobby - fish-
ing. The 30-year employee from the Pharr
District also enjoys time with his grandchil-
dren, famniy and friends.

Time on the computer is part ofJohn
Tullis' daily regime. The El Paso retiree had
23 years of service when he left in 1984.
Dining out and traveling are also part of
John's retirement schedule.

Received an e-mail was Doyle Lovell from
the San Angelo District. The 32-year retiree
is enjoying retirement. He spends most of
his time with the family, traveling and fish-
ing. Doyle, who retired in 1997, wrote, "that
retirement is GREAT!"

I would like to bring to your attention a
search we are doing for "department firsts."
We need your help. See page 11 for more
information. *

bansportaMo News September 1999

Got news?
Did your district newsletter run a

story you think other TxDOT employ-
ees would enjoy reading?

Do you know of a co-worker with
an interesting hobby? Would you
like more information about
changes in TxDOT policy?

We want your story ideas. To con-
tribute, contact your district Public
Information Officer. He or she can
pass it along to us.

Or you can contact Editor Lisa
Trow by phone at 512-463-8609 or
via GroupWise at LTROW.
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TxDOT Roundup

Laredo Ditrict safety coordinator Amador
Juarez, right, poses with Texas State Artist
Armando Hinojosa , left, and his statues.

Sister cities unveil statue
to commemorate partnership

LAREDO - Officials from the sister
cities of Laredo and Nuevo Laredo,
Tamaulipas, gathered at the Laredo Interna-
tional Airport June 8 to display a life-size
statue in the image of Laredo District safety
coordinator Amador "Beto" Juarez.

The sculpture, created by Laredo artist
Armando Hinojosa, portrays an American

cowboy, modeled after Juarez, and a charro,
or Mexican cowboy, complete with horses
and campfire sharing a pot of coffee along
the Rio Grande.

The work is titled,"Entre Amigos No
Hay Fronteras" or in English, "Between
Friends There are No Borders."

"It (statues) symbolizes the ties that bind
the two Laredos," Hinojosa said.

"Armando and I are very good friends,"
Juraez said. "I'm honored to be a part of
something that will forever symbolize the
unique flavor and uncompromising unity of
our area.

Hinojosa was chosen Official State Artist
of Texas by House Resolution 378 in 1982.
His best-known monumental sculpture,
"The Double Eagle," is located at the
entrance to Sea World of Texas in San
Antonio.

Former Laredo Mayor Saul N. Ramirez
Jr. came up with the idea for the statues in
1996, which the City Council then voted to
commission and fund in late 1997.

Present for the ceremony were Webb
County Judge Mercurio Martinez Jr. and
members of both the Laredo and Nuevo
Laredo city councils.

- Marco Alvarado, LRD

Photos by Austin employees
honored in FHWA competition

AUSTIN - Two Austin-based TxDOT
employees have been honored by the Federal
Highway Administration for their pho-
tographs of roadside vegetation.

Each year, the FHWA newsletter Greener
Roadsides conducts a photo contest open to
residents in all 50 states. The purpose of the
competition is to support roadside programs
that sponsor the planting and protection of
native vegetation and to demonstrate this
work through the use of high quality pho-
tography.

Melody Hughes, Vegetation Management
Section of the Maintenance Division, and

Stan Williams, photographer in the Travel
Division, submitted photos that won first
place in three categories in the competition.

The winning categories were: 1. Planted
Natives, which is limited to the native wild-
flowers and grasses known to the area. 3.
Protected Remnants - Texas uses selective
mowing to protect existing natural remnants
and 4. Public Awareness. The winning
photo in this category displayed a billboard
used for the "Don't Mess with Texas" litter
prevention campaign. The billboards with a
bluebonnet background, with the slogan
"Landscape by Nature.....litter by us" on it,
were designed to depict the natural beauty of
Texas and drive home the message that litter
destroys a beautiful landscape.

The rewards for first place winners
included a full-page article with winning
photos in the spring, full-color issue of
Greener Roadsides.

- Melody Hughes, MNT

WIN chapter to host dinner
on Sept. 23 for employees

AUSTIN - TxDOT employees are
invited to a Women's Information Network
dinner and discussion 6 p.m. Thursday, Sept.
23, at Green Pastures restaurant in Austin.

The dinner will feature a discussion on
the topic, "Public Service at All Levels," to
be hosted by Cecilia Burke and Willie
Kocurek.

Fee to attend is $15 for WIN members
and $18 for other TxDOT employees.

For more information, contact Cindy
Bordovsky-Stone at (512) 465-7924.

- Cindy Bordovsky-Stone, ISD

Pharr District sponsors first
contract signing session

PHARR - Disabled Texans and
TxDOT stand to benefit from a one-time
contract-signing session held for the first
time at Pharr District headquarters last
spring.

State Use Program stakeholders, known
as Providers, participated the session, signing
up for a period from April 1 through March
31, 2000, with contracts totaling $1.1 mil-
lion. This session also gave those attending
the opportunity to discuss mutual goals and
benefits and to resolve problems and con-
flicts.

Providers attending included Opportuni-
ties Now, Inc., Goodwill Industries of South
Texas, Rio Grande State Center, Brush
Country Services, World Technical Services,
Gateway Industries, Tropical Texas Mental
Health and Mental Retardation and tie
Texas Industries for the Blind and Handi-
capped. Public and private participating
organizations are organized by Texas laws
and recognized by a vocational rehabilitation
agency, according to Yvonne Jimenez, dis-
trict contract specialist, manages the con-
tracts.

"We are very fortunate to have these
"Special Texans" partner with us, said
Richard Buchen, director of operations.
They take great pride in the services they
provide."

Services provided by the work centers
include janitorial services, grounds mainte-
nance, landscaping, litter pickup, picnic/rest
area maintenance, and palm tree trimming.

"We are confident this type of contract
signing session will set a precedent for the
state," said Chano Falcon, district mainte-

nance manager, who monitors the services.
"The overall benefits are in these 'Special
Texans' smiles and faces when you see them
working....Once in a while you'll hear one
say, 'I work for the highway department.'"

- Mary Bolado, PHR

1602

Corey Hogan, 9, the son of Bryan District
Director of Construction Craig Hogan, alert-
ed authorities to a potentially devastating
fire in College Station last spring.

Early warning saves complex
from fire in Bryan District

COLLEGE STATION - Craig Hogan,
the newly promoted director of construction
for the Bryan District, learned recently his
sense of public duty had been passed down
to his young son.

The boy's alert detection of a fire on the
roof of a medical office building likely saved
owners and occupants thousands of dollars
in property damage.

Hogan, a 14-year veteran of TxDOT, and
his 9-year-old son, Corey, were traveling on
Rock Prairie Road in College Station on the
evening of April 6 when they passed the
Brazos Valley Medical Center complex.
Corey spotted a small flame at the top of
one of the center's office buildings.

Although Hogan did not see the flame,
he decided to investigate. When they
returned to the offices, Hogan saw the
flames, too. The two notified security offi-
cers, who called the College Station Fire
Department.

Although it took only minutes for fire-
fighters to arrive, the fire already had spread.

"There was a little flicker when we first
saw the flames, but by that time, you could
see the flames clearly," Hogan said.

The blaze, which was caused by unat-
tended welding equipment, started in the
southwest corner of the third floor of the
building. Three doctor's offices were dam-
aged. No one was in the building at the time
of the fire.

"There was construction in progress,
said Tom Jackson, chief executive officer of
the College Station Medical Center. "We're
putting on a fourth floor on the building,
and it looks like the welding embers (on the
base plates) smoldered and caused the smoke
and flare-up."

Because the fire was detected early, fire-
fighters were able to contain its damage to
one corner of the building, officials said.

"I'm very proud of Corey," Hogan said of
his son, who entered the fourth grade this
school year. "He's a very no nonsense kind of
kid. When he said there was a fire, I believed
him immediately."

-Nancy Walden, BRY
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Service Awards
Abliene District
20 years
John Sanchez
10 years
Dianna G. Sandefur

Amarillo District
25 years
William F. Harvey
20 years
Alvin D. Kabetzke
Russell C. Luther
Mickey L. Skidmore
Linda S. White
10 years
William C. Burgoon
5 years
Ryan E. Diaz
Carmen Santacruz

Atlanta District
30 years
Donald G. Rhyne
25 years
Gary G. Barnett
Jerry G. Turner
15 years
Carl E. Wall
10 years
Ronald W. Lundy
5 years
Leonard 0. Grant
Aristeo S. Hemandez
Jason S. Overmyer
Jesse Procella

Austin District
35 years
William M. Carter
20 years
Larry R. Breeden
Wesley M. Burford Ill
Chris D. Kelarek
15 years
Maurice Fifer
Joe T. Garza
10 years
S. L. Power
5 years
Clinton S. Anderson
Michael A. Chacon
Dennis H. Kleppe Jr.
Bonnie C. Longley

Beaumont District
30 years
Jerry G. Godeaux
10 years
Glen D. Long
5 years
Malcolm L. Ellison
Donald C. Wilkerson Jr.

Brownwood District
30 years
Clyde E. Braddock
15 years
Michael D. Sorley
5 years
Luther D. Knight

Bryan District
25 years
Stanley P Markowski
5 years
Nancy H. Walden

Childress District
25 years
Steven W. Smith
15 years
Sandra H. Vestal

Corpus Christi District
35 years
Ronald C. Tonne
30 years
Eddie G. Eubanks

25 years
John M. Jacobs
Ruben D. Salazar
15 years
Martin Vela
10 years
Daniel L. Kelley
5 years
Anita R. Flores
Rodney W. Nance

Dallas District
25 years
Gary L. Sexton
20 years
Peggy A. Simmons
15 years
Kenneth R. Brewer
David L. Hensley
Billy R. Hosch
Bruce W. Jones
Kirby L. Jordan
David C. Montelongo Sr.
10 years
Martha A. Compton
Gregory P Foerster
Timothy W. Moody
5 years
Phillip P Brown II
James M. Distin
Rory M. Evans
Kok Huei D. Gan
Alberto Guevara
Frederick K. Melton
Timothy P Purdy
Ray Ruiz
Gary D. Slayden

El Paso District
35 years
Raymundo V. Lopez
30 years
Manuel Salas
15 years
Ralph A. Browne
Victor B. Jimenez
Maria G. Viramontes
5 years
Alfredo Sanchez

Fort Worth District
30 years
Thomas W. French
William E. Glenn
25 years
Perry W. Hart
20 years
Steven C. Connell
Thomas M. Pack
15 years
Tony V. Henson
Alton G. New
10 years
Blane D. Rubeck
5 years
Elisa A. Flores

Houston District
30 years
Musa J. Misleh
Warren K. Valmore
25 years
Darrell G. Gloyna
20 years
James L Elliott
Gabriel Y. Johnson
15 years
Jeanne C. Javadi
John F Sissons
Oliver R. Smith
Robin K. Stery
Carolyn E. Temple

10 years
Pablo C. Garcia
James M. Geesing
Darryl D. Hall
Richard L. Miller
Christophe A. Patterson
Dane E. Raines
Katie R. Shead
Johnny L. Smith
5 years
Charles U. Airiohuodion
Carrie L. Paradowski

Laredo District
25 years
Idolina P Perez
20 years
Fernando C. Abrego
Maria B. Gutierrez
10 years
Francis A. Schell
5 years
Hector A. Cantu
Amador A. Juarez
Candelario Ramirez
Jorge N. Rodriguez
Mary F. Sosa

Lubbock District
35 years
Hubert J. Lindsey
Ernest E. Shuler
20 years
Norman T. Moore
10 years
Robert A. Bullard
Roy M. Lloyd
Tony V. Trevino

Lufkin District
15 years
Steven E. Clark

Paris District
40 years
James B. Hutchison Jr.
20 years
Beverly J. Yates
15 years
Brian D. Orr
5 years
Sylvia L. Brown
Garry W. Brown

Pharrw Disthct
30 years
Miguel Melendez Jr.
10 years
Gregory A. Rakay

Odessa District
35 years
Lily G. Talamantez
15 years
Sharlot B. Sharrock
5 years
Jorge D. Estrella
Donald B. Tounget

San Angelo District
30 years
Robert Coitez
25 years
Clifton W. Ketchum
20 years
Alberto FEstrada
Richie G. Wood
5 years
David LBishop
John C. Shinn III

San Antonio District
30 years
Juan A. Saucedo
25 years
David G. Lozano
Richard B. Reid

20 years
Gerald L. Feriend
15 years
Urbano L. Martinez Jr.
Joe A. Pulido
Mark D. Staley
10 years
Susan C. Atkins
William D. Chambers
Ray H. Fontenot Jr.
Virginia E. Hovermale
Gregory S. Rohmer
Linda A. Schwarzlose
Teresa G. Tschirhart
5 years
Michael W. Icke
Jamshid Tashi

Tyler District
20 years
Robert H. Ratcliff
10 years
Tyrone Alexander
5 years
Thurber A. Defreece
Shanna L. House
Michael E. Stone

Waco District
20 years
Henry R. Richardson Jr.
Ronnie B. Wiley
15 years
Timothy L. Hillard
Larry W. Hogg
Teresa T. James
Russell B. Larkins
John D. Sidener
Ricky D. Sutton
10 years
Jessie J. Since
John R. Jasek

Wichita Falls District
30 years
Robert R. Cates
5 years
Julie M. Lowack
Ellen A. Snyder

Yoakum District
30 years
Raymond L. Dittrich
25 years
Cynthia R. Meza
20 years
Wanda Carter Dyer
15 years
Thomas W. Dreyer
5 years
Michael A. Caballero

Construction Division
20 years
Judy C. Broussard
15 years
Rita C. Grimes

Design Division
20 years
Shou Fang Yang
10 years
David L. Plutowski
5 years
Arnold A. Cohen
Aida J. Guzman

General Services Division
10 years
Edward J. Wainwright III
5 years
Ted Guzman
5 years
William G. Boytim

Finance Division
5 years
Linda A. Hisbrook
Milton 0. Johnson Jr.

Human Resources Division
5 years
Deborah K. Moore

Information Systems Division
10 years
Ted W. Wilson
5 years
Scott A. Tiller

Legislative Affairs Office
5 years
Cynthia D. Pittard

Maintenance Division
25 years
Kathryn S. Evans

Motor Vehicle Division
5 years
William K. Herring

Public transportation Division
10 years
Karen C. Dunlap

Right of Way Division
15 years
Charles G. Grote

Taffic Operations Division
5 years
Rhonda A. Alexander
Leslie E. Edmundson

iransportation Planning and
Programming Division
35 years
John W. Barker
15 years
Dean E. Aaron
10 years
Maureen M. Daniel
5 years
Kelly S. Kirkland
Wilda F. Won

Tavel Division
2.0 years
Jill B. Lawless
5 years
Linda B. Levitt

Vehicle Titles and
Registration Division
25 years
Elizabeth R. Quiroz
Debora B. Waits
15 years
Romelia Flores
Leslie L. Lempa
Beverly M. Wayts
10 years
Esther J. Brock
5 years
Ellen E. Abernathy
Gerald T. Frey
Mary N. Garcia

Retirements
February
Construction Division
Noble D. Chastain, Engineering

Technician V, 26 Years

May
San Antonio District
Harold Ott, Engineering Specialist

II, 34 Years

June
Atlanta District
Joe L. May, Construction Inspector

VII, 37 years
Behoma Roquemore,

Transportation Maintenance
Technician II, 25 years

Lubbock District
Fred E. Phillips, Transportation

Maintenance Supervisor I, 13
Years

Information Systems Division
Don B. Crow, Information Systems

Analyst II, 26 years

July
Austin District
Waldine A. Hernandez, Human

Resources Specialist IV, 33
Years

Beaumont District
Billie E. Collier, Engineering

Technician III, 29 years
Brownwood District
Tommy Greer, Transportation

Maintenance Sueprvisor II, 29
years

San Antonio District
Paul W. Jungmann, Transportation

Maintenance Supervisor V, 35
years

Houston District
William P Ezzell, District Traffic

Engineer, 30 Years

August
Atlanta District
James T. Clayton, Safety Officer

III, 30 years
Lowell V. Revalee, District

Warehouse Manager III, 19
years

Austin District
James W. Stinnett, Transportation

Maintenance Supervisor I, 33
years

Ronnie C. Zett, Transportation
Maintenance Supervisor I, 31
years

Brownwood District
Odis R. Holsenbeck, Engineering

Technician III, 19 years
Dallas District
Jack A. Duvall, Jr., Engineering

Technician V, 36 Years
Houston District
Charles L. Barker, Transportation

Maintenance Supervisor III,
33

Lubbock District
Paul W. Atteberry, Engineering

Technician III, 30 Years
Lufkin District
Walter G. Fortune, District Chief

Accountant I, 29 Years

William H. Walker, Engineer
Technician III, 32 years

Vehicle Titles and
Registration Division
Carol Erdmann, Purchaser I, 32
Years

September
Houston District
Douglas C. Day, Sr., Engineer V,

14 years
Construction Division
Clark W. Titus, Engineer Specialist

IV, 37 years
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Letters
In March I was headed for our base office

on Portwest in Houston. I had never been in
that part of town before and, being from a
small town, I was lost, confused and worried.
I had basic directions, but I need specific
directions. I ended up in the parking lot of a
Texas Department of Transportation facility
and flagged down someone who gave me
directions. I tried to leave the lot and found
the automatic gate was closed. I waited for
others to enter - it was 8 a.m. or so - and
then departed.

Beyond the gate is a street that angles
strangely, and I was confused again. The
same man who advised me before was
watching out for me, saw that I had to turn
around, and that I hit a jagged spot in the
road and promptly received a flat tire. I was
really frustrated and pulled over onto the lot
across the street from TxDOT and put my
head in my hands. He must have jumped
back into his truck and drove across the
street to me. He calmed me down and pro-
ceeded to change my tire. "We do this all the
time," he said, refusing payment, and was
about to send me on my way with new
directions.

I had the audacity to ask for an escort! I
was so confused by then, I didn't think I
would make it to the office. I was to be
trained in a new job for the office in Port
Arthur, and I did not want to be late.

He did escort me, almost to the door! He
was so polite, nice and helpful. All day I
told my co-workers, friends and later my
husband that I had an angel on my shoulder
for my big trip to Houston! I really do think
Terry Childress was my angel that day.

Iumana Health Plans

PortArthur

"----------------------------------------

'Time to renew!
According to state law, anyone receiv-
ing Transportation News by mail must
make a request to remain on our
mailing list.

Here's your chance. Please fill out the
form below and send it to Transporta-
tion News, 125 11th St. Austin, Texas
78701, attention: Diana Ward. Please

Terry Childress is a maintenance technician in
the Central Houston Maintenance Office, Hous-
ton District.

I am writing you this letter to commend
two TxDOT employees, Douglas Hatcher
and Danny Green. Last week while driving
between Fairfield and Wortham, I had a
blowout, not only of my tire, but the wheel
as well. Without hesitation, Hatcher and
Green changed my tire and made sure that I
got back to Fairfield safely. Without their
help, I could have been stranded on the road
for hours, or worse, I could have been put in
a dangerous situation.

This service should make anyone proud
to have such great employees on their staff. I
thank you for having a crew that puts the
people of Texas first. Without people like
them, I would question the safety of our
roads in rural areas.

Alison J. Lipkin
Dallas
Both men are maintenance technicians in the

Freestone County Maintenance Office, Bryan
District.

Mecca Logistics, Inc. of Dallas appreci-
ates the efforts of three TxDOT employees
for their help with our roadside accident on
May 13. Mecca's 24-foot bobtail rolled over
on its side into a wet, muddy ditch off Inter-
state 635 and Coit Road. Your hard-working
employees were very professional. They
joined our employees to unload the bobtail
so it could be winched out of the ditch with-
out destroying the bobtail any further.

Thank you for having good employees
who showed they really care.

James E. Meek
President, Mecca Logistics, Inc.
Dallas
Joe F Lair Jr. and Chris A.Johnson are main-

tenance crew chiefs and Larry D. Treadway is a
maintenance technician. The three men are

employees of the Dallas Northside Office, Dallas
District.

I am an office manager in the Childress
District Area Office. On Wednesday, Nov.25,
1998,I was in Lubbock for a doctor's
appointment and I had a flat tire on Quaker
Avenue. I called the district office and talked
to ChristyJohnson in the human resources
department. She transferred me to Randy
Bounds, who works at the district office
shop. Bounds drove over to Quaker Avenue
at 4 p.m. on the day before Thanksgiving
and graciously changed my tire for me.

I would like to thank Bounds for coming
to my rescue and Johnson for referring me to
Bounds.

I was very impressed with his kindness
and helpfulness. People like them are what
makes me very proud to be an employee of
TxDOT.

Phyllis A. Mills
Childress
Christy Johnson is an administrative assistant

and Randy Bounds is a motor vehicle mechanic.

This is in reference to the recent crack
seal and overlay project completed at the
Denton Municipal Airport by J.W. Coey and
his crew.

They were very responsive to the concerns
and requests that arose during this project.

Coey maintained contact and updated me
appropriately per scheduling of the project,
thereby allowing airport staff to notify air-
port tenants of any potential inconveniences.
I have received several positive comments
about this project and wanted to forward the
credit for a job well done.

On behalf of the Denton airport staff and
airport tenants, thank you for your assisting
us with our infrastructure improvement.

Mark Nelson
Airport Manager
Denton
These employees work out of two offices in the

Dallas District. Thefollowing employees work in
the Special Maintenance Office: Johnny Haley is
the transportation maintenance crew chief J W
Coey works as a striping coordinator. Tony Car-
rillo, Scott Humphrey, John Marley, Dennis
Neighbors and James Pate are transportation
maintenance technicians while Lee Richardson
works as a maintenance mechanic. Thefollowing
employees work as transportation maintenance
technicians in the Denton Maintenance Office
and helped with one day of overlay: Neil R.
Brown, John R. Parkin, Pete P Garcia and Don
R. Germany.

I called your office requesting some infor-
mation. My call was handled by Betty Craw-
ford, who was extremely polite and profes-
sional on the phone. She was unable to fax
me information immediately, but promised
to do so later that afternoon. I received same
as promised.

Based on my limited previous experience
with state departments, I was very impressed
with this high level of customer service. We
come to expect this only in the private sec-
tor, and I am elated to know it is also avail-
able in a state department. Crawford cer-
tainly represents your office in a very positive
manner.

Niven Padachy
Grand Prairie
Becky Crawford is a customer service represen-

tative in the Fort Worth-Arlington regional
office, Vehicle Titles and Registration Division.

'''''''

I am writing this letter to inform you
about my dealings with one of your employ-
ees, Roxanne Cuellar. I went to your depart-
ment, Monday, April 12, and was waited on
by Roxanne in a very timely fashion. I
brought with me a problem involving a lost
disabled veteran's license plate and the fact
that I was not able to drive the car the plates
were intended to be installed on. Roxanne
was very courteous and went about solving
my problem in a very professional way, and
she did all of that with a cheerful attitude.
The bottom line is that she fixed me up with
DV plates on the spot, and I was on my way.

I just thought you should know that you
have such a great lady working for you and
that as a taxpayer, I was very pleased with
her total performance. Please pass along to
Roxanne my sincere thanks for a job well
done and for being on the Texas state pay-
roll.

Bill D. Patton
Universal City
Roxanne Cuellar is a customer service repre-

sentative in the San Antonio regional office, Vehi-
cle Titles and Registration Division.

U See LETTERS, Page 16
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From the archives
(COLLECTED WORKS)
Carla: A Disaster and a Victory
By the time Hurricane Carla struck the

Texas coast near Port Lavaca on September
11, the storm had driven before it half a mil-
lion people. It was the greatest mass exodus
from a natural disaster in the history of the
United States - and it was an unqualified
success as these 500,000 people used
Texas highways as avenues of escape....

Carla furnished the urgent impetus for the
most extensive 'dry run' (if it could be called
'dry') of a mass evacuation that could be
expected outside of an all-out nuclear attack
on this nation, and in the process a powerful
vindication of the adequacy of Texas high-
ways in such an emergency was clearly
scored. Without an adequate highway system
to carry massive loads of hurricane-fleeing
traffic, the death toll of Carla would have
been horrifying....

Like the highway system itself, field per-
sonnel of the Texas Highway Department
stood fast to the fury of Hurricane Carla - a
storm whose violence belied its name. It will
be long remembered, but the memory of
highway and human victory will outlive the

memory of Nature's disaster.
- Texas Highways vs. Carla, a commemo-

rative collection of photos, September 1961

(CURRENT READINGS)
1 Feel More Like Princess DI'
"John (F. Kennedy Jr.) was passionate

about - of all things - transportation. Not
only did he earn his pilot's license in Florida
in the spring of last year and became a world
class kayaker, but he was also fascinated
with New Orleans streetcars, Mississippi
River steamboats and Albuquerque hot-air
balloons. A committed environmentalist, John
believed hydrogen fuel cells would replace
the internal combustion engine by the year
2020, that automobiles tomorrow would be
pollution free. 'Someday we'll actually be
able to see Los Angeles,' he joked. This
statement was typical of John, who always
searched for innovative, new ways to make
America better."

- Douglas Brinkley, a professor of history
at the University of New Orleans, writing about
the death of JFK Jr. in Newsweek, July 26,
1999

In Memoriam
Abilene District
William C. Keeney, Maintenance

Technician V, retired in 1996, died
May 30, 1999

Amarillo District
Kenneth C. Jenkins, Maintenance

Technician Ill, retired in 1981, died
May 12, 1999

George V. Perrin, Roadway
Maintenance Supervisor IV, retired
in 1993, died June 3, 1999

Austin District
Preston C. Goode, Engineer V, retired

in 1973, died May 24, 1999
Beaumont District
Willie H. Richards, Engineering

Technician II, retired in 1994, died
June 9, 1999

Johnnie L. Zeigler, Engineer Technician
IV, retired in 1993, died May 30,
1999

Brownwood District
Jerry A. Lobstein, Transportation

Maintenance Supervisor I, retired
in 1997, died June 10, 1999

Childress District
Windle D.Thomas, Maintenance

Technician IIl, retired in 1989, died
June 14, 1999

Corpus Christi District
Alvin A. Ploch, Maintenance

Technician Ill, retired in

1984, died May 4, 1999
Dallas District
Charles W. Curbello, Maintenance

Technician Ill, retired in 1985, died
Sept. 18, 1998

Redell J. Gross, Shop Supervisor IV,
retired in 1987, died June 21,
1999

El Paso District
Gwendolyn S. Peters, Clerical

Supervisor IV, retired in 1972, died
June 24, 1999

Fort Worth District
H. T. Henderson, Maintenance IIl,

retired in 1987, died May 31,
1999

Claud R. Stephens, Engineer
Technician V, retired in 1992, died
May 17, 1999

Lufkin District
J. W. Clark, Maintenance Technician

IIl, retired in 1976, died June 29,
1999

William Q. Parrish, Maintenance
Technician II, retired in 1981, died
June 9, 1999

Odessa District
Evelyn B. Hill, Statistician I, retired in

1991, died June 21, 1999
Herminjildo A. Velasquez,

Maintenance Technician Ill, retired
in 1982, died May 2, 1999

Letters
Continued from Page 15

I wanted to let you know about two out-
standing employees who came to my family's
rescue. On June 9, my mother, sister, 3-year-
old son, 8-month-old daughter, and 3-
month-old nephew were traveling home to
Arlington from Taylor.

My Suburban wasn't not running well
from the stretch between Taylor and the
junction of Loop 363 and Interstate 35.
After stopping at a gas station there, we dis-
covered a rear tire was flat. I began filling
the tire with air, and my mother approached
Marvin Shilling and Alvin McGilvery for
assistance. After the tire was filled,
McGilvery had the presence of mind to run
water over the tire and discovered that it had
a leak. Closer inspection indicated a large
nail in the tire. Shilling and McGilvery

Paris District
Arvis R. Donaldson, Maintenance

Technician Ill, retired in 1991, died
May 17, 1999

Billy G. White, Engineering Technician
V, retired in 1988, died on Aug. 1,
1999

San Antonio District
Natividad Gonzales, Maintenance

Technician II, retired in 1986, died
June 11, 1999

Tyler District
Arthur Boyd, Maintenance Technician

II, retired in 1975, died June 10,
1999

Arthur C. Pool, Engineer Technician V,
retired in 1986, died May 25,
1999

Waco District
Charles H. Hughes Sr., Engineer V,

retired in 1982, died June 1,
1999

Louie H. Sonntag, Maintenance
Technician II, retired in 1979, died
June 6, 1999

Wichita Falls District
Fred E. Lewis, Engineer Specialist I,

retired in 1993, died May 25,
1999

agreed we wouldn't make it if we tried to go
up the road to find a service station that

fixed tires. Without hesitation, they offered
to put my spare tire on. They worked in the
afternoon heat and got us all fixed up with
the spare.

These two men were our guardian angels
on June 9, and we cannot thank them
enough for their willingness to come to our
aid. They would not accept a monetary gift
from us, so I hope you will pass along this
letter to them and put a copy in their per-
manent file. I want them to know again how
much we appreciate their efforts and friendly
attitudes.

Laura Brundage
Arlington

Marvin Schilling, a maintenance technician,
andAlvin McGilvery, a summer hire mainte-
nance technician, work in the Special Crews Sec-
tion, Waco District.

Calendar
SEPTEMBER

1 GEOPAK Drainage Training, Houston, DES
1 National Assoc. of Governors' Highway

Safety Representatives Conference, San
Antonio, TRF

1-2 Environmental Coordinators Meeting,
Austin, ENV24 Bid Letting, Austin, CST2-3 GEOPAK DrainageTraining, Houston, DES

6 Labor Day (holiday)
9-10 Third Annual Employment Law Conference,

Austin, OCR
13-15 1999 Human Resources Conference,

Austin, HRD
15-17 Intermediate Public Purchasing, Lewisville,

GSD
23-24 Inventory and Warehouse Management,

San Antonio, GSD
30 Commission Meeting, Austin

OCTOBER
5.6 Public Purchasing Management, Lewisville,

GSD
6 District Equipment Supervisor's Meeting,

Austin, GSD
6-7 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
11 DE/DD/OD Meeting, College Station, ADM
11-13 1999 TxDOT Transportation Conference,

College Station, ADM
14 ATPA Board of Directors Meeting, Austin
27-29 CPPB/CPPO Review/Exam, Lewisville, GSD28 Commission Meeting, Austin
31-11/2 Safe Communities Workshop, Corpus

Christi, TRF

NOVEMBER
1-2 Safe Communities Workshop, Corpus

Christi, TRF3-5 Annual State Roadeo Competition and
APM Meeting, Austin, OCC

3-5 Competitive Sealed Proposals/Competitive
Negotiations, Austin, GSD345 General Public Purchasing, San Antonio,
GSD

3-5 NHTSA/TxDOT Project Management
Course, Corpus Christi, TRF

9 Board of Directors Meeting, Austin, TTA
9-10 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
11 Veterans Day (holiday)
16-17 GEOPAK Drainage Training, Dallas, DES
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