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Today's announcement is historic, not just for the border butfor all of Texas. One point eight billion dollars is a huge com-
mitment to the border region and is a loud-and-clear signal

that the border is important to our future and our economic success
as a state.'

- Lt. Gov. Rick Perry

Windfall for the border
TxDOT task force recommends $1.8 billion in projects
By Eloise Lundgren:
Public Information Office

"It is Christmas in
September," said David
Laney, Texas Transporta-
tion Commission chair-
man, as he unveiled the
recommendations of
TxDOT's Border Trade
Transportation Task Force
to Laredo-area state and
local elected officials and
news media Sept. 28.

More than $1.8 billion
in NAFTA-related trans-
portation projects will be$
invested in the three bor-
der districts - El Paso,
Laredo and Pharr - over
the next 10 years through lb'uupotatlon Co miseonerDaviLanz
TxDOT's border initia- D ep sHi a
tive. The Transportation Lui u Re z, center, nd offers evolve
Commission was sched- p ume bonier Initiative Sept. 28 at the
uled to consider the mea-
sure Thursday, Oct. 28.

An ambitious plan announced jointly by Laney and Lt. Gov. Rick
Perry last April, the border initiative was the most comprehensive
package ever put together by TxDOT to address the growing trans-
portation needs of the Texas-Mexico border region.

The task force report, which was approved by the commission at
its October meeting, prioritized existing and future border trade
transportation projects needed to handle increased international
trade.

Nearly $600 million in projects had already been programmed
over the next four years, and the task force recommended more than
$1 billion in additional transportation projects.

These projects are on top of a $175 million in NAFTA trans-
portation funding through 2003 that was part of the border initiative
announced in April.

The report moves $350 million in projects into the construction

IIad
el

phase (Priority One) over
the next four years.

As these projects get
under way, the report rec-
ommends beginning the

;:i. pre-construction phase
(Priority Two) on another
$700 million in projects.
This includes preparing
design plans and acquir-
ing substantial right of
way.

The announcement
was made concurrently by
all three commission
members - Laney in
Laredo, Robert Nichols in
El Paso and John W.
Johnson in Pharr. Perry,
who was in El Paso on

r of IRO,lMefareuo Distdt Egi other business, was able to

In the aunoumc ment of a 1.8 bilhio join Nichols at the district

Laredo District Ni*. office for the briefing.
"Today's announce-

ment is historic, not just for the border but for all of Texas," Perry
told the crowd. "One point eight billion dollars is a huge commit-
ment to the border region and is a loud-and-clear signal that the
border is important to our future and our economic success as a
state."

Nichols praised the border's leadership for working with the task
force to make TxDOT's border initiative a reality.

"The border districts were full partners in the development of this
initiative," he told those attending the briefing.

"Task force members were able to prioritize border transportation
projects not only because of their expertise, but also because of your
clearly articulated recommendations."

Johnson explained to the Pharr attendees that selected projects
would improve mobility on vital trade corridors such as U.S. 83, U.S.

See BORDER, Page 2
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Winter holidays the season
to continue public service

One of the many things
TxDOT employees can be
thankful for is the spirit of

family that is part of every office in
every district and division. This
sense of unity is likely derived in
part from our shared sense of being

part of an
honorable
mission.

That

mission is
public ser-
vice. It's the
same cama-
raderie
experienced
by fire-
fighters,
police offi-

Wes Heald cers, teach-
ers and

Straight talk social
workers.

What
we do, building and maintaining
transportation systems in the state,
is vitally important. If we didn't do
it, the quality of life in our commu-
nities would disintegrate.

Because of that shared sense of
public commitment, state agencies
such as ours attract their share of

people who enjoy donating their
time to serving their community in
other ways.

Thanksgiving and the approach-
ing winter holiday season are a
good time for those of us who
already reap the spiritual rewards
from our extended community ser-
vice to bring others into the fold.

The winter holidays inspire vari-
ous programs in the district and
division offices that are sponsored
by TxDOT.

Of course, those served by shel-
ters, food banks, ministerial
alliances and other agencies need
help from the community all year
round, not just during the holidays
when it's traditional to honor the
season with charitable gifts and
deeds. The winter holidays, howev-
er, is an opportune time to join the
effort TxDOT employees have
been making for generations.

Caring is not something we stop
doing when we climb out of that
TxDOT truck at the end of the
shift. It's something that lives with-
in us. It's what makes us a fam-
ily. *

Wes Heald is executive director of
the Texas Department of Transporta-
tion.

Vintage view
Percy V. Pemybacker, formerly an engineer in the
Bridge Division, poses for a photo in 1927. The Loop
360 bridge over the Colorado River in Austin is naned
after Mn.

BORDER
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77, U.S. 281, Interstate 35 and Interstate 10, as well as construct
interchanges and bypass routes.

"The border region is on the verge of taking a giant step toward
meeting the challenges of NAFTA and the new millennium," he
said. "I don't think any of us conceived the tremendous impact
NAFTA would have, and we've been behind the curve in meeting
the challenge."

Allocations by district are $523 million, Laredo; $560 million, El
Paso; and $730 million, Pharr.

TxDOT has also helped border communities leverage their local
funds by granting their governments relief of local match require-
ments as well as financial assistance from its State Infrastructure
Bank (SIB). To date, the commission has approved $36 million in
low-interest loans to El Paso and Webb counties.

Local officials welcomed the additional infusion of transportation
money.

"I am very, very happy," said State Rep. Henry Cuellar, D-Laredo.
"It is an historic amount of dollars."

Mike Allen, McAllen Economic Development Corporation and
former head of the 16-city Texas Border Infrastructure Coalition,
said he was pleased with the unprecedented degree of commitment
from TxDOT to develop the border region.

"This is a major step," he said.
All three commissioners emphasized the task force report was

only the first step in improving border infrastructure.
"There is still much work to be done," Laney said. "TxDOT will

not stop focusing on the border with this report."
Nichols carried the same message.
"Our next step is to anticipate border transportation challenges

twenty or thirty years from now," he said. "As we enter the 21st cen-
tury, we cannot afford to be short-sighted."

Johnson told the Pharr-area leadership that the commission was
considering the possibility of continuing the task force in a reconfig-
ured form, focusing on longer-term transportation challenges.

"To do that," he said, "we need to continue working closely with
you and groups like the Texas Senate's Special Committee on Border
Affairs."

Gov. George W. Bush praised TxDOT's efforts.
"I commend my appointees on the Transportation Commission

for making transportation needs along Texas' border a high priority,"
Bush said in a prepared statement.

"The proposed $1.8 billion investment in NAFTA-related road
and bridge projects will boost economic development along the bor-
der and improve traffic flow for the people living there. I have been
a strong supporter of improving border infrastructure, and I appreci-
ate the work of the department to make this happen."

Laney returned the compliment.
"Were it not for Gov. Bush and his understanding of the value of

efficient border transportation to the nation, to the state and to the
border communities themselves," he said, "and were it not for his
commitment to the border and the importance of a full integration
of the border economy with the rest of the state, it is likely you
would not have three transportation commission members similarly
interested and similarly committed."*
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Dr. Drew has cure for sick pavement
Fort Worth engineer prescribes preventive "medicine" for keeping roads healthy

The sign shop in the Fort Worth Dis-
trict may have to produce a sign
they've never had to make before:

"The Doctor Is In."
The district now has on staff a real-live

Ph.D. - District Pavement Engineer
Andrew Wimsatt - or "Dr. Drew," as
they're fond of calling him.

Wimsatt is modest about his academic
accomplishment. "It's no big deal," he told
me. "I don't feel any different. In fact, I'm
relieved it's over. The way I look at it is, it

-4
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Eloise Lundgren

A Day in the Life

took me 34
years to get out
of school."

The truth is,
pavements need
a doctor because
they get sick,
too. Like any-
thing else,
including
human beings,
pavements start
out in relatively
good health, but
throughthe nor-
mal passage of
time, the ele-
ments and gen-

eral use, they suffer wear and tear.
When we get sick, our doctors might pre-

scribe treatment ranging from medication to
physical therapy to surgery. When pave-
ments are feeling poorly, the prescription
could be preventive maintenance to keep
things from deteriorating further, rehabilita-
tion or reconstruction.

It is the job of the pavement engineer -
a specialist just like, for example, a cardiolo-
gist or radiologist would be to a human -
to help TxDOT "treat" the 77,000 miles of
pavement in its inventory. Pavement man-
agement is not a new concept, but its
methodology has been refined somewhat
since the department was created in 1917.

Like a medical doctor, the pavement
engineer relies on information from exami-
nations and tests to help with diagnosis,
treatment and, ultimately, a cure.

"We collect all sorts of data for pavement
management," Wimsatt said. "We collect
visual distress and ride quality data to pro-
duce the condition score.

"Obviously, visual data is collected visual-
ly," he continued. "We look at rutting,
patching, failures and cracking. Ride quality,
or roughness, and rutting are measured with
equipment."

Distress ratings range from one to 100,
with a score below 80 indicating problems.
Ride scores range from zero to five, with five
being perfect. "Usually, our roads have a
four point two ride score when they're new,"
Wimsatt said.

While distress and ride surveys are the
primary studies pavement engineers use to
rate a road's condition, pavement manage-
ment may also take into consideration pave-
ment deflection and skid resistance.

"We collect deflection data by the Falling
Weight Deflectometer (FWD)," Wimsatt
said. "This is where you drop a weight on
the pavement and measure the resulting

Andrew Wimsatt, far left, a pavement engineer known as Dr. Drew to his co-workers In the
Fort Worth District, confers with, from left to right, Eddie Armendarilz, Larry Zuckunan and
Greg Panzino.

deflection. The numbers we get from this
help us determine pavement and subgrade
soil stiffness.

"We use the data to determine the best
pavement construction or rehabilitation
treatments for individual projects," he said.

The final pavement management survey
type, skid resistance, uses a locked-wheel
skid trailer and tow vehicle unit that travels
at a constant speed with the left trailer wheel
locking at periodic intervals on a wetted sur-
face. The department now requires skid
resistance testing.

All of this, according to Wimsatt, culmi-
nates in the Needs Estimate Report, which
determines the funding necessary to repair
all pavements in a single year. "The needs
estimate classifies needs in the following cat-
egories: heavy rehabilitation or reconstruc-
tion, light or medium rehabilitation, preven-
tive maintenance or nothing," he pointed
out.

"Basically, it helps me figure out how to
get the optimum value out of the district's
preventive maintenance and rehabilitation
programs," he said. "We can put the money
where it does the most good districtwide.
We look at the existing roadway, what's got
the greatest need and what is the most cost-
effective."

Wimsatt's bottom line is simple: help the
area engineers do their job. "The philosophy
I've learned at TxDOT is 'always help out
the people in the field; they've got all the
problems.'"

Wimsatt puts his money where his mouth
is. "I've driven all the roads in the district at
least once, and I am now driving over them
again," he said proudly.

"When I first got here, I immediately
visited all the area and maintenance offices.
I quickly figured out that the maintenance
supervisors should be the most listened to
people concerning pavements, since they

have to deal with them on a daily basis," he
said. "A lot of people around here were sur-
prised at me - they probably thought I'd
just stay in the office since I came from
headquarters."

Don't get the wrong idea; Wimsatt liked
working for the division (he started work
here in 1988 as an engineering assistant II in
what was the Highway Design Division's
Pavement Design Section). "But I decided I
wanted to work in a district so I could get
closer to the work," he said. "Fort Worth
was the first district in which I interviewed
and when they offered me a job, I jumped
on it."

That was in 1996. Wimsatt began work
on his Ph.D. in 1992 after he became a pro-
fessional engineer (RE.). "I was kind of at a
crossroads as far as my career went," he said.
"I hadn't made up my mind whether I want-
ed to stay in the field or teach, like my par-
ents." (Wimsatt's parents are both English
professors.)

Deciding against moving to the Universi-
ty of California at Berkeley to pursue a
Ph.D., Wimsatt took advantage of
TxDOT's graduate program by enrolling at
the University of Texas where he had
received his bachelor's and master's degrees
in civil engineering. He finished his course-
work in 1994 and began his dissertation.

"My dissertation had to benefit TxDOT
in some way," he said, "so I settled on
'Improving TxDOT's Pavement Rehabilita-
tion Program' as my title.

"I actually got to present it to Wes (exec-
utive director Wes Heald, then Fort Worth
district engineer)." He chuckled at the mem-
ory. "He's really a good listener."

Wimsatt's findings are being studied for
implementation by the Design Division's
Pavements Section. "My two major discov-
eries were one, a more objective procedure

Se. WIMSATT, P. 15
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TRANSPORTATION CONFERENCE

James Cowan II of the Waco District, DPS Chief David McEathron, Johnson of the Houston District pose with their awards, bestowed
Dallas County Judge .e Jackson, Ann Irwin of ENV, and Gabriel Oct. 12 at the Transportation Conference in Coloege Station.

Five honored for high performance
Dedication, skill wins Greer award for Houston District's TP&D director
Pubic Infomation office

COLLEGE STATION - Houston
District Director of Transportation Planning
and Development Gabriel Johnson was the
recipient of the 1999 Dewitt C. Greer
Award.

Johnson and four others were honored
with awards named after the agency's
founder and other leaders for their work in
transportation engineering. These awards
were presented Oct. 12 at the annual Trans-
portation Conference in College Station.

The Greer award, named after the former
state highway engineer and highway com-
missioner, recognizes and encourages the
skill, dedication, civic-mindedness and inno-
vation and performance excellence of depart-
ment engineers. Johnson was honored
because of his determination and organiza-
tional skills, said Charles Wooten, director
emeritus of the Texas Transportation Insti-
tute, who made the presentations.

"His leadership and his management
skills are the keys to his success as director of
the largest district planning and design pro-
gram in the state," Wooten said.

Johnson, who began working for TxDOT
in 1979 as a field inspector at the Conroe
Area Office, has been a project engineer,
hydraulics supervisor, plan review engineer
and district design director. Johnson is rec-
ognized as the authority in Texas on the
subject of hydraulics, an area of expertise,
which is invaluable to a coastal district such
as Houston.

"He also has taken an active role in the
department's education and career develop-
ment activities for engineers," Wooten said.
"He was a district adviser for career develop-
ment of engineering students for many

years."

Gibb Gilchrist Award
Waco District engineer James Cowan is

the recipient of the 1999 Gibb Gilchrist
Award, also designed to honor the perfor-
mance of an outstanding TxDOT engineer.

Cowan, who has served TxDOT for 35
years, has distinguished himself by meeting
the challenges of a fast-growing county of
200,000 people as well as deployments and
maneuvers of the largest military installation
in the world, Wooten said.

"He has a mentoring style that supports
the development of employees. In fact, some
may consider working in his office as a nec-
essary stop for continued advancement," he
said.

His efforts for environmental achieve-
ment, vegetation management and quality
construction have been recognized at the
district and state level.

Luther DeBerry Award

David McEathron, chief of the traffic law
enforcement division of the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety, is the recipient of the
1999 Luther DeBerry Award.

The DeBerry award is presented to an
employee who makes the greatest contribu-
tion to transportation in the state. DeBerry
was the state highway engineer from 1973
until 1980.

McEathron has been "the driving force
behind many of the department's initiatives,"
Wooten said. He researched and wrote the
policy and specifications for use of video
cameras in department vehicles. "The
importance of high quality, mobile video
cameras has proven invaluable in the daily
lives of those who enforce the law on our

Texas highways," Wooten said.

Russell H. Perry Award

Dallas County Judge Lee Jackson is the
recipient of the 1999 Russell H. Perry
Award.

The Perry award recognizes citizens for
leadership in creating public awareness of
the need for adequate transportation facili-
ties in the state.

Jackson "has transportation in his blood,"
Wooten said. Jackson's grandfather was Ed
Bluestein, who served as Austin District
engineer from 1952 to 1965.

Jackson was one of the key participants in
the completion of the Trinity Parkway Cor-
ridor's Major Transportation Investment
Study. His efforts led to the development of
the $1 billion locally preferred plan of action
to solve transportation problems along the
corridor.

Raymond Stotzer Award

Ann Irwin of the Environmental Affairs
Division is the recipient of the 1999 Ray-
mond Stotzer Award.

The Stotzer award is presented to a non-
engineer who displays outstanding leader-
ship, dedication and service to the depart-
ment. Stotzer was engineer-director from
1986 to 1989.

Irwin was honored for her work stream-
lining the department's environmental
review process.

"Her reputation and track record have
earned their trust, affording TxDOT greater
latitude," Wooten said. "It is a major accom-
plishment when state and federal officials
can agree. With an agreement in place about
cultural resource management, review times
for projects were greatly reduced." *

'bansportflon News November 1999
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TRANSPORTATION CONFERENCE

Joseph Clay, John Elliott, Lee Hartwig and Wayne Rentschier pose Awards are given annually to employees who bravely go above and
with their Extra MIle Awards after a presentation Oct. 12 at the beyond the call of duty to save a life.
annual 1 ansportatlon Conference In College Station. Extra MIle

'Fast thinkers' earn Extra Mile Awards
TxDOT employees honored for putting their own lives on the line to save others
Public Information Office

COLLEGE STATION -TxDOT
honored four employees for going beyond
the call of duty to save lives while jeopardiz-
ing their own.

TxDOT Executive Director Wes Heald,
who presented the awards Oct. 12 at the
opening session of the annual Transportation
Conference in College Station, said TxDOT
employees are known for their high level of
service to citizens.

"Each day TxDOT administrators receive
letters from around the state about TxDOT
workers who have helped a citizen in some
way," he said.

This year several TxDOT employees
went a step farther. They risked their own
lives to save another.

"Not only are TxDOT employees smart
and alert, they are fast thinkers," Heald said.

Joseph Clay from the Denton Area
Office in the Dallas District, Wayne
Rentschler from the Houston District; and
Lee Hartwig and John Elliot of the Odessa
Area Office are the winners of the 1999
Extra Mile Awards.

Joseph Clay, Dallas District
While on the Texas Highway 114 project

site near Roanoke on Jan. 12, Joseph Clay, a
project inspector in the Dallas District, saw a
contractor's employee slumped over in a
moving backhoe. At first, he thought the
man was looking at the tire but then quickly
realized that there was a problem. The back-
hoe was driving toward an exit where trucks
were traveling.

Clay jumped out of his truck and ran to
catch up with the backhoe. He jumped
aboard the moving backhoe and changed its'

See related story, Page 9

path. The backhoe operator had suffered
from a diabetic reaction causing him to loose
consciousness. If Clay had not come to the
rescue, the operator would have collided
with an 18-wheeler with a load of rock
weighing more than 60,000 pounds, Heald
said.

Most employees would not have recog-
nized that the operator was in danger
because it appeared he was looking at a tire.
But Clay sensed something was wrong.

"With complete disregard for his own
safety, his quick response to the situation
may have saved the life of the backhoe oper-
ator and avoided potential accidents with the
oncoming traffic," Heald said.

Wayne Rentschler, Houston District

Wayne Rentschler, a traffic systems tech-
nician in the Houston District, was called
out Feb. 7 to repair a traffic signal at the
intersection of Texas 146 and Barbours Cut
Road in La Porte.

When he arrived at the intersection, he
observed a crash that resulted in a vehicle
fire. Wayne and a passing motorist rescued
the couple and their baby from the burning
vehicle.

"His quick response to the life-threaten-
ing situation demonstrates his unselfish
heroism," Heald said.

Lee Hartwig,John Elliott, Odessa

Lee Hartwig, an engineering technician,
and John Elliott, a summer technician on
break from Texas A&M University, stopped
their truck in northeast Odessa along a pro-
ject site last June.

A bulldozer was working about 30 feet
away when the operator accidentally ripped
into a high-pressure natural gas line. Black
soot and natural gas shot 150 feet in the air
and began raining down on their truck.

The men rolled up the truck windows,
turned on the windshield wipers and backed
out of the plume. They saw the dozer opera-
tor jump from the machine, stagger a few
feet and then collapse.

The men reacted quickly. Lee drove the
truck closer to the injured operator while
John braved the spewing gas leak and pulled
the man into the back of the truck. Lee then
drove to safety and radioed for an ambulance
while John attended to the victim in the
back of the truck. The dozer operator was
completely covered with natural gas and dirt.
He was taken to a nearby hospital and treat-
ed for bruises and lacerations.

Employees of the pipeline later told
TxDOT employees that they were amazed
that the natural gas from the ruptured
pipeline never ignited, Heald said.

"With complete disregard for their own
safety, these two employees worked as a
team and came to the rescue of this man,"
he said. *

1ansporsrism News November 1999



Research may earn TxDOT a patent
By Ken Roberts

Waco District PIOlO -

Copy machine waste toner-modified
asphalt, the brainchild of a Waco Dis-
trict engineer, could be the subject of.
the department's first patent.

If unchallenged, the patent request
filed in Washington, D.C., in August
could be a proved in about a year,
granting TxDOT the exclusive right to
make, use and sell the invention for 20
years.

Rakesh Tripathi of the Waco Dis-
trict's Transportation, Planning and.
Development began researching the
use of toner as a paving additive in
1993 while a graduate student at Okla-
homa State University.

When hired to work at TxDOT in
1994, Tripathi brought along his
research. Then Waco District Engineer
Kirby Pickett encouraged him to con-
tinue developing his project. Tripathi 3
did. The results of the project may
bring recognition to TxDOT aehRpti(e)ad

Tripathi credits his achievement to tor Kiby Pickett hold bot

the support of TxDOT and Pickett, The use of waste toner as

now the department's deputy executive O fr patent en
director.

"One of the keys to my success with this idea and being able to
see it through to this point was having Pickett as my mentor," Tri-
pathi said.

With federal funds earmarked to research recycling, Pickett and
Tripathi contracted with the University of Texas at Austin's Center
for Transportation Research to study the feasibility and availability
of using the waste toner. A team was assembled of technical and
research specialists from Austin's SuperPave Center, UT's Center for
Transportation Research and TxDOT. Tripathi, a 24-year-old engi-
neer, was designated project director.

"I had already written an in-depth research paper on the subject,
but I was a little apprehensive about getting everyone's cooperation
on the project," he said. The influence of his mentor and support of
TxDOT helped make the team a cohesive unit.

"Everyone was professional and worked very well together. But

A

ang

they also knew I had the support of
Mr. Pickett, and that helped a lot,"
Tripathi said.

In August 1997, 25 tons of waste
toner was blended with 5,000 tons of
hot mix and overlaid on a 2-kilometer,
six-lane highway in Waco. Today, after
being exposed to the cold and heat, the

:r. mix is still in excellent condition with
no signs of distress.

Researchers found that not only is
the use of waste toner as an asphalt
modifier environmentally sound and
provides a cost saving to consumers, it
also increases the strength, stiffness,
viscosity and resiliency of the asphalt.

The project resulted in recognition
in more than 30 state, national, and
international news and trade publica-
tions as well as national television net-
Sworks.Inquiries about the waste toner
project have come from highway con-
struction companies in the United
States, Canada and Europe. The pro-

Sistinit Executive Direc- ject was also awarded the Better
" of waste copier toner. Roads' Outstanding Transportation
n asphalt binder is Research Award in 1997.

Tripathi is humbled by the notori-
ety but proud of the intense interest

the project generated.
"It was a bit overwhelming to have the project covered so exten-

sively by popular media, but I was very pleased and quite gratified by
the results," he said.

Waco District Engineer Richard Skopik agrees the project has
potential for far-reaching impact on the maintenance of highway
surfaces.

"The ability to use and provide a market for a waste product
while at.the same time providing a means of effectively improving
today's asphalt needs makes this technical advance very important to
our future," Skopik said.

Tripathi hopes his success provides encouragement and incentive
for his peers.

"I hope others see the results of this project and persevere in see-
ing their ideas through to fruition," he said.*

PRECIOUS CARGO
Anguish over boy's death prompts TxDOT campaign to avoid future accidents
By Michelle Releford
Dallas District

Inspiration came in a most unusual form
for the Dallas District's innovative Precious
Cargo traffic safety program.

Precious Cargo is a program the district
initiated last summer after a 7-year-old boy
died when his mother's car was struck from
behind on a high-speed roadway near his
school.

The accident might have been prevented,
school officials and parents argued, if
TxDOT workers had had the foresight to
create a left turn lane near the school.

TxDOT officials said the school district
never apprised them that it planned to build
a school in the high traffic area where the
accident occurred.

The goal of the Precious Cargo program
is to make school zones safer through com-
munication between TxDOT and school
districts in the earliest stages of planning
school construction.

Before this fatal accident, no such coordi-

nation between schools districts and
TxDOT existed. After the accident, resi-
dents pointed a finger at TxDOT.

"I was being hammered on by school dis-
trict parents about traffic issues around the
schools," said Traffic Specialist Linden
Burgess.

Parents at the meeting were disturbed by
what they perceived as the company line
about the rules and regulations TxDOT
must follow before it can install a turn lane,
school zone or even a flashing light.

"I have no control where districts build
schools. You build a school that has low-
speed school traffic and pedestrians and mix
that with high speed traffic and you've got a
recipe for disaster," Burgess said.

As the controversy developed, the classic
chicken-before-the-egg question was raised.

Whose responsibility is it to see that the
road to the school is safe? The district that
builds a school on a 70 mph Farm-to-Mar-
ket road or the state employees who main-
tain the road but may not have been

apprised of plans to build a school on it?
"Because they choose to build a com-

muter school instead of a community school,
that's not our fault," Burgess said.

Being accused of "hiding behind the
manual" was the last straw for Burgess, who
sought help from district public information
officer Mark Ball.

Ball had his own reasons for taking
action.

"I was getting death threats," he said,
referring to newspaper articles and subse-
quent public meetings about the accident. At
these meetings, the public unloaded on
TxDOT representatives.

"In 18 years of doing this job, I had never
received death threats. I didn't like it," Ball
said.

Ball describes one six-hour meeting with
frantic, angry citizens as a "neighborhood
barbecue" of TxDOT's policies.

"(District Engineer) Jay (Nelson) said,
'We've got to do something,'" he said.

See CARGO~ Page 9
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The Travel Information Center In Texarkana Is among several that have recently opened. Six more will
open In the spring of 2000. The center, completed In September, Is the largest In the state.

TEXAS, OUR TEXAS
New, renovated Travel Information Centers designed to make tourists feel at home

By Chate Bergnuma
Public Information Office

Travelers should have a better feel for
Texas culture after stopping in at one of the
updated travel information centers.

Projects in Wichita Falls, Langtry and
Denison have been completed, and six more
will open by spring 2000.

A 1989 capital improvement project allo-
cated funds for the centers to be updated to
accommodate the increase in visitors.

Indigenous architecture is key in making
each center unique. The centers also will be
enlarged to accommodate the increase in vis-
itors and staff In fiscal year 1999, the cen-
ters served more than 3 million visitors.

"The old centers were small in all
aspects. Most were built in the 1960s, and it
was imperative that we increase their overall
size to accommodate the increase in use by
the traveling public," said Bob Johnson,
assistant director of travel services.

A dramatic increase in visitor's expecta-
tions of the centers also was a factor in the
planning, Johnson said.

The centers provide free travel literature,
issue permits and licenses, and assist callers
with road condition and travel information.

The Texarkana and Waskom centers
share the same basic architecture. In 1997,
the design for the Texarkana center won the
Dallas chapter of the American Institute of
Architecture Honor Award for Outstanding
Architectural and Design Achievement. It is
the only building to receive the award prior
to construction.

"A lot of high-tech materials were used
in the design for this building. Use of diverse
materials like limestone, glass and preformed
metal roof panels make these centers very
impressive," Johnson said.

Completed in September, the Texarkana
center is more than 8,700 square feet, mak-

"The centers were small
ini all aspects. ft was
imperative we increse
their overall size to
accommodate the
increase in use by the

traveling public."
- Bob Johnson,

assistant director of travel services

ing it the largest of the centers.
After materials were transferred to the

new center, the old center was demolished.
"The contractor is working on the sec-

ond phase right now. Phase II will include a
flag plaza and truck parking," Johnson said.

Water is a feature in the design of several
of the new centers. Combined efforts of
TxDOT and Texas Parks and Wildlife make
the center in Orange unique.

A 615-foot boardwalk was built to extend
into the surrounding Blue Elbow swamp
area. Orange is at the northern point of the
Great Texas Coastal Birding Trail, which
attracts thousands of winter tourists every
year.

"Visitors can see alligators, birds, nutria,
snakes and fish from the boardwalk area,"
Johnson said.

An exhibit designed by Texas Parks and
Wildlife inside the center and along the
boardwalk interprets the Blue Elbow swamp
area for visitors and explains some of the
various parks and wildlife found around the
state. The center should be occupied in
November.

A reflecting pond welcomes travelers at

the south entrance of the Valley TIC in
Harlingen.

"The main theme for this facility is to
welcome people to the Valley and to illus-
trate some of the things the Valley has to
offer like the citrus industry, birding and
beaches," said Paul Campbell, TxDOT
architect.

Orange trees lead to a plaza complete
with a fountain, a small pool and garden. A
staircase leading to the picnic arbors creates
a tiled waterfall that flows into the reflecting
pond.

Renovations will add much needed space
for storage, staff and visitors. The center will
also be lighted by the addition of windows
and skylights. Bright colors and earth tones
were used to reflect the Mexican culture
prevalent in the Valley. Renovations should
be completed next spring.

If a Mexican village is on your sightseeing
list, a stop at the Laredo TIC can take care
of that. This village replica is landscaped
with native plants such as Mexican heather,
Lantana, water lilies and Mexican oregano.

"The most unique feature of this center
is the series of ponds and a walking path
leading to the picnic arbors," Johnson said.
An added feature of the walking path are
waterfalls that flow from pond to pond. The
ponds contain fish and water plants.

The Anthony TIC also has a Mexican
influence, illustrated in the use of limestone
walls and red tiled roof. This center has been
heavily xeriscaped with indigenous plants
such as Mexican redbud, Red yucca, Texas
mountain laurel, Chinquapin oak, and Mex-
ican evening primrose to complement the
architecture.

The courtyard area features a tall, steel
tower with a star cut out of the top. Interior
lighting of the tower makes the star visible
to travelers at night. *
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and

in Septunber, TxDOT launched Its kldfriendly Web site to provide truisportaton id truisporattlonmated Infonnr
tion to teachers and their students.

TxDOT launches Web page for kids
'Tools for Schools' tells TxDOT's story to teachers, students

you're never too young to learn about
transportation. At least, that's what
the folks in the Public Information

Office think.
So on Sept. 20, Tex and Dot's Tools for

Schools, the department's Internet-based
educational resource for students and teach-
ers, was launched to take transportation-
related information into the classroom.

"TxDOT's kid's page has something for
every student, regardless of age or reading
level," said Community Relations Officer
Cheryl Williams, who chaired the work
group that developed the agency's Web page
for children. "We hope the kid's page will
encourage teachers and students to think of
TxDOT first when transportation is the
issue."

Tools for Schools contains photos and
facts on a variety of transportation and relat-
ed topics, including roads and bridges; con-
struction equipment, different modes of
transportation; traffic signals and signs; recy-
cling, litter abatement, traffic safety; archeol-
ogy; bats; environmental issues; coastal ero-
sion; wildflowers; tourism and historical
facts.

The Web page also features the Tex and
Dot Coloring and Activity Book and a sec-
tion with puzzles.

Tex and Dot are two cartoon characters
who, along with their dog, Buckles, help
TxDOT provide information about trans-
portation in an appealing way to children.

Created by Mike West, Dallas District
traffic safety specialist, and James Black, for-
mer Dallas District public information offi-
cer, Tex and Dot were originally intended to

teach children about traffic safety. They will
now serve as spokesmen for children on all
TxDOT issues.

According to Kerry Neely, Community
Relations Section manager and Williams'
supervisor, the idea of an Internet presence
aimed at children evolved through discus-
sions among several ofTxDOT's public
information officers.

"I recall that when Eloise Lundgren
became the public information director in
1994," Neely said, "she remarked constantly
that we were not taking advantage of an
audience of people who had the potential to
become great transportation advocates -
children."

Lundgren explained that she had seen the
benefits to an organization of reaching out
to young people during her career with the
U.S. Army.

"Besides, I wasn't the only one who saw
the potential," Lundgren said. "Randall Dil-
lard (former Austin District PIO and cur-
rent Media Relations Section manager,
whose wife, Christy, is a teacher in the
Pflugerville school district) and Mark Ball
(Dallas District PIO, whose wife, Jane, is a
principal in Plano) both were outspoken
advocates of TxDOT developing a school
outreach program on transportation."

Lundgren appointed a small work group
ofTxDOT employees that included
Williams, Neely, Dillard, Ball, Gerald
McLeod (Electronic Publishing) and Lee
Jarrett (Print Shop) to develop a teacher's
packet of transportation-related information
last May.

"After a lot of discussion," Williams said,

"a light bulb went off in all our heads simul-
taneously - why not an electronic teacher's
packet. And Tex and Dot's Tools for
Schools was born."

"We had two goals in mind when we
started working on the children outreach
concept," Lundgren explained.

"The short-term goal was to build part-
nerships with students, parents and teachers
so they could become transportation advo-
cates.

"The long-term goal is to get children
thinking about careers in transportation,"
she said. "We are seeing a shortage of per-
sonnel in many critical areas at TxDOT. I
believe we should start our recruiting efforts
long before high school."

Along with information for students, the
web page features a resource page for teach-
ers, Teacher's Tote Bag, which links to many
other educational Web sites.

Plans for future development include pro-
viding TxDOT publications that can be
downloaded and used to enhance classroom
instruction on a variety of transportation-
related topics.

"If we can, through the kid's page,
increase public awareness about transporta-
tion and TxDOT," Williams said, "and
encourage children to develop good traffic
safety habits they will use as adults, then we
will feel like we've really accomplished our
goal."

Feedback would be appreciated, according
to Neely. Questions or suggestions for the
kid's page should be directed to Williams,
Public Information Office, (512) 475-0941,
or to her GroupWise address.*
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Vegetation manager wins ENV award
By JIM DOBBINS
Environmental Affairs Division

COLLEGE STATION - Odessa Dis-
trict Vegetation Manager Robert Watts and
his staff took home the 1999 Environmental
Achievement Award, presented Oct. 11 at
the TxDOT District Engineer/Division
Director/Office Director meeting.

The Environmental Achievement Award
recognizes the best examples of projects and
processes that fulfill transportation objectives
while protecting and enhancing the natural
and human environment. The award is pre-
sented annually by the Environmental
Affairs Division to the district whose efforts
demonstrate outstanding results.

The winning project was the Odessa Dis-
trict's vegetation management program.

Establishing and maintaining erosion-
controlling vegetation in a district that typi-
cally receives 14 inches of rain annually is no
small undertaking. Doing it in a cost-effec-
tive manner is all the more impressive. The
project, led by Odessa District vegetation
manager Robert Watts, developed and
implemented a multi-faceted program that
has produced results.

Using biodegradable soil retention blan-
kets and a temporary above ground drip tub-
ing system, native grasses were established
on header banks along Loop 250 in Mid-
land.

An irrigation system for the Texas 191
and Loop 338 intersection in Odessa used
recaimned effluent water from the city of
Odessa's wastewater treatment plant. This

system reduced irrigation costs from $2.75
per thousand gallons to just 30 cents per
thousand gallons.

At a number of sites in the district, gravi-
ty-flow drip systems fed by water trucks
were installed to maximize the efficient use
of water. Herbicide application became
more efficient when a four-wheeled utility
vehicle with a 25-gallon tank replaced the
traditional method of using walking employ-
ees with back pack sprayers.

Savings in manpower, water and herbi-
cides are documented as a result of the pro-
gram. The methods developed and used in
the Odessa District have produced cost-
effective results that can be applied to other
district vegetation management programs.

Barbara Hickman, an archeologist in

ENV's Cultural Resources Management
Section, served on the review committee.

"I liked the Odessa District's entry
because they did not have to do this because
a regulatory agency said so, or to comply
with the county's wishes," Hickman said.
"They went beyond the project to control
erosion, revegetate with native species, and
beautify the right of way."

Also honored were runner up Amarillo
District for its bat colony relocation.

When Canadian Middle School officials
contacted Mark Dorris, the Hemphill and
Roberts County Maintenance Section super-
visor, asking for help to move a bat colony
out of the school, Dorris helped come up
with a solution that allowed both the stu-
dents and bats to win. Supplying plans and
materials in the form of scrap sign boards,
Canadian Middle School seventh-graders
constructed bat houses for placement under
the Canadian River Bridge by maintenance
section staff. Following successful efforts to
humanely exclude the bat colony from the
school, estimated, at 33,000 Mexican freetail
bats, alternative roosting premises were pro-
vided under the bridge.

Canadian Middle School students were
educated about bats and their habits, and the
flying mammals received a new, more appro-
priate, roosting site.

Also honored was runner-up Lubbock
District for its "Catching the Wind: Shelter-
belts and Living Snow Fences on the
Prairies."

A project that widened FM 1731 in
northern Bailey County brought a more
than 50-year-old shelterbelt to the attention
of the Lubbock District's Ann Finley and
Davis Melton. Constructed by Civilian
Conservation Corps workers in the 1930s
and 1940s, these shelterbelts were designed
to act as natural windbreaks and snow fences
on the usually treeless plains.

Shelterbelts were important in helping
reclaim over-grazed and drought-stricken
land. A close examination of the shelterbelt
found many of the original trees missing.
Working with the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department and the Texas Forest Service, a
plan was devised to restore the shelterbelt by
replacing the original trees. Assisted by the
students of the Three Way School,
Muleshoe Maintenance Section personnel

planted seedlings and installed protective
materials, such as mats, plastic tubing and
wind screens to allow the trees to become
established.

These living snow fences will ultimately
save TxDOT money in the form of lower
snow removal costs and restored a Depres-
sion-era project to its original state.

Honorable Mention went to Corpus
Christi District for its Farm-to-Market
70/Petronilla Creek bridge replacement.

The Farm-to-Market 70 bridge spanning
Petronilla Creek in southern Nueces County
was unsafe and needed to be replaced. The
new bridge location was identified as habitat
for ocelots and jaguarundis, two endangered
cat species, and two rare plants, the endan-
gered slender rushpea and the watch-listed
Chandler's craig-lily.

Corpus Christi District's Paula Sales,
David Potter and Robert Leahy went to
work to come up with a design and plan that
would accommodate these plant and animal
species. In coordination with Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department and the Corpus
Christi Botanical Gardens, a plan was
devised to remove the affected individual
plants and hold them at the botanical gar-
dens until construction was completed, when
the plants were replanted. A longer, higher
bridge design was selected that would
require less fill and provide minimum distur-
bance to the native brush.

Through the efforts of Corpus Christi
District staff, endangered species, habitat
and motorists all were winners on the FM
70/Petronilla Creek Bridge Replacement
project.

A panel of ENV staffers reviewed and
discussed the merits of each nominee. Eight
projects were submitted for consideration.

Terry Dempsey, an environmental quality
specialist in the Hazardous Materials Man-
agement Section, also reviewed the nomi-
nees.

"I thought we had a lot of strong projects
to consider this year," Dempsey said. "I was
especially impressed with the two projects
that involved school children, which were
nice examples of public involvement. I am
looking forward to seeing more nominees
next year."*

CARGO
Continued from Page 6

And the ball began to roll.
"Mark came up with the idea to go

through the Legislature through the Texas
Education Agency to instigate a policy to
have schools contact TxDOT prior to build-
ing a new facility," Burgess said.

"I thought, 'Here's an idea. What if
TxDOT and school districts work together?
Roadways will be safer, delays will be short-
er, holdups will be fewer and money won't be
an excuse,'" Ball said.

What he discovered was, there was no
statewide list of new school construction,
putting the task of information dissemina-
tion back on TxDOT.

At the same time, Burgess was formulat-
ing a plan to communicate directly to the
schools to give them information about road
planning, Burgess said.

Once it was determined that TxDOT had
the authority to help these independent
school districts, TxDOT initiated a promo-
tional campaign to inform school districts
that TxDOT traffic specialists would review
their school site plans for free.

After reviewing these plans, specialists
also will recommend solutions to potential
traffic problems and safety issues.

Ball enlisted the endorsement of State
Sen. David Cain, D-Dallas, to give the pro-
gram credibility while organizing a way to
publicize the service.

Twenty area school officials, nine legisla-
tors and TxDOT representatives from the

Legislative Affairs Office and the Paris,
Waco and Bryan districts met at Seagoville
Middle School on July 29 for the official
kick-off of Precious Cargo.

School administrators from all over the
Dallas District expressed interest and relief
that such a program had been devised.

Acting Dallas Independent School Dis-
trict superintendent James Hughey said his
school district has identified the need for 40
new buildings, many of which are planned
in high traffic areas.

Three other school districts are already
taking TxDOT up on its offer.*
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Fast facts
THE GREAT STATE OF TEXAS

According to the 1999 Texas Poll
Report, what do Texans like best about
their state?

The people (24 percent)
Weather (12 percent)
Everything (12 percent)
Scenery (8 percent)
Job opportunities (8 percent)
Space (7 percent)
Pride (5 percent)
The economy (4 percent)
Public services (1 percent)

(Five percent didn't know; 15 percent
had other answers.)

If Texans could live any place in the
state, they'd choose:

Austin (12 percent)
Houston (9 percent)

* San Antonio (9 percent)
Dallas (8 percent)
The Hill Country (5 percent)
Fort Worth (4 percent)
Corpus Christi (3 percent)

(Other cities were: Abilene, 1 percent;
Amarillo, 2 percent; Beaumont, 1 percent;
Brownsville, 1 percent; El Paso, 2 percent,
Galveston, Texas coast, 1 percent;
Longview/Marshall, 1 percent; Lubbock, 1
percent; McAllen, 1 percent; Midland, 1
percent; Tyler, 1 percent; Waco, 1 percent;
and Wichita Falls, 1 percent.)

What are the worst things about living
In Texas?

The weather (38 percent)
Nothing (12 percent)
Drivers, the roads (6 percent)
Crime (5 percent)
Pollution, growth (3 percent each)

U Politics (2 percent)
(22 percent gave other answers, and 9

percent don't know.)
Source: The Texas Poll Report

TEXAS HIGHWAY FACTS
Traffic on state highways has more

than tripled in the past 30 years - from
40 billion vehicle miles traveled in 1967 to
130 billion in 1997 - and we are project-

Frew PERSON

Yoakum District employee finds
changing homes 'unforgettable'
By Pearlie Bushong
Yoakum District

have moved a lot in my life, but I can
honestly say I have never had the experi-
ences involved with this last move to

Nordheim.
It all began when we saw an ad in the

paper for acreage with a new little house.
After viewing the property, we decided to
buy it if we could sell our other place.

Anxious to sell our home, I called a real
estate agent and listed it immediately. The
last home I sold sat on the market for a year.
Knowing I did not have a year to wait for a
buyer, I decided to try a method my mother
swore would work.

I found a Joseph figurine from a Nativity
scene, put him in a box, took him out to the
front yard and buried him upside down fac-
ing the road. I then said a special prayer
asking him to help us sell our home. This
method was said to work within two weeks.
It worked in 17 days.

Then the problems began.
The buyer wanted in our house within a

month. Unfortunately, all the paperwork on
the place we were buying was going to take
longer than that. However, rather than lose
the sale, we decided to move our stuff into
storage and live with my mother until we
could move into our house.

Now, don't get me wrong. I love my
mother very much, but that was the longest
three weeks of my life! She was so relieved
to get us out of the house she helped carry
our bags to the car.

When we first viewed the new house, we
saw lots of evidence of mice. I answered an
ad for free kittens and got a mother cat and
two half-grown kittens from a really nice
elderly man. He had caught and caged
them for us for easier transport. We were
barely home before he called to check on
how the cats made the trip. I assured him
everything was fine. When we turned the
cats loose, they took off in all directions. We
put out some food, and it was gone the next
morning.

Since the new house is smaller than the
old one, a few pieces of furniture had to go.
We loaded them up to take to storage on
Sunday morning and pick up some more
boxes of stuff. We had just reached the
small town of Runge when the truck made a
horrible noise, and everything shut down.

"Great. The belt broke that makes every-
thing run," my husband said.

He got out of the truck and raised the
hood. He came to my window and said,
"You are minus one kitten. It got in the way
and threw the belt off the pulleys. At least
the belt isn't broken."

We worked in the hot sun trying to get
the belt back on the pulleys, but with no
luck. Finally, my husband decided to walk
down the street to see if he could find some
help. I pulled a chair off the trailer and sat
down under the shade to rest.

A man came along and asked if he could
help. I told him what the problem was and
he made a call and went to get some tools.
He came back, and we managed to get the

belt back on and the truck running again.
He refused any payment for his help. There
really are nice people in this world.

The place we took our furniture for stor-
age is in the country. We had put some old
cabinets there under a carport for use in our
barn. My husband decided to take those
back with us to store some of his stuff. He
asked me to tilt the cabinet onto the dolly
for him. When I did, a snake crawled out
from under it.

My husband said I wasn't much help in
getting the rest of the stuff by standing on
the tailgate of the pickup. He kept telling
me it was a harmless little grass snake, and I
kept telling him, "The only good snake is a
dead one."

We made it home OK, and my mother
called me on our cellular phone to tell me
the little man had called to check on his
cats.

"Thank you for giving him my telephone
number," she said sarcastically. "If he calls
again, I am giving him your number. He
loves to talk, and I think he has a crush on
you.

"Well, he probably won't like me when he
finds out I killed one kitten and lost the
mother and other kitten," I said.

So we spent our first night in our new
home. The next morning my husband got
up to go bottle feed a baby calf When he
started to put on one of his shoes, he yelled,
"There's a snake in my shoe!"

"What?" I cried. "How did it get in
there? Do we have snakes in the house?"

"Well, these shoes did sit out on your
mother's front porch a long time. Maybe it
crawled into the shoe there. Get me my gun
and my shells," my husband said. "I agree
with you. 'The only good snake is a dead
snake.'"

I fetched the gun and bullets, and he said,
"Hold the shoe while I load my gun."

This was when I knew my husband had
lost his senses.

"Did the snake bite you?" I asked.
"How do I know. You know my toes are

numb in the morning," he said.
"Well, I don't see any blood on your sock,

so I guess you are OK," I said.
He managed to load his gun. I told him

to get off my porch before he started shoot-
ing his shoe.

He walked a few feet away from the
porch and held his shoe up to shake the
snake out.

To his surprise and my delight, the
biggest frog in the world fell out of his shoe.
I laughed so hard I nearly fell off the porch.

After he recovered from the shock, he
herded the frog to a puddle and said, "Looks
like you have another pet."

Like I said at the beginning, this move
has really turned out to be an unforgettable
experience.*

Pearlie Bushong is public information officer
in the Yoakum District. Send your First Person
entries to Transportation News Editor Lisa
Trow 'via Group Wise at LTROW
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ing a 45 percent increase in traffic volume
over the next 18 years.

State maintained highways make up
only 26 percent of the total roadway
mileage in the state but carry almost 67
percent of the traffic.

The number of registered vehicles in
Texas has increased by 2.5 million since
1990 (13.9 million registered vehicles in
1990, compared to 16.4 million in 1998)

Texas has 48,500 bridges, of which
about 14,000 are rated either functionally
or structurally deficient.

About 60 percent of the state's
12,000 public railroad crossings are
unsignalized. Installing both lights and
gates costs about about $150,000 at
each railroad crossing.

In 1998, there were 1.7 million regis-
tered vehicles in Dallas County, up from
1.5 in 1994. In Tarrant County in 1998,
there were 1.7 million registered vehicles,
up from 1 million in 1994.

Source: TxDOT
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Field load tests on the 58-yw-old Inks bridge on Texas 16 over the Lluano River show the historic sbmrcture
Is stronger thUm computer models Indicated.

PICTURE OF HEALTH
Field tests show aging bridges stronger than expected
By ChrisBishop
Austin District

se nsmble of heavy trucks made them
all hold their breath. They watched to
see what would happen.

Nothing obvious would occur, of course.
Still, they waited. Back and forth the trucks
slowly drove by, hour after hour. When it
was over, they knew they had witnessed
something special, but what they wouldn't
know for weeks to come.

Field load tests like this one are part of a
statewide effort to discover secrets hidden
deep inside historic bridges, secrets that
could keep the structures open to traffic for
years to come.

TxDOT has contracted with the Univer-
sity of Texas Center for Transportation
Research for several bridge study programs,
including "Preservation Alternatives for His-
toric Truss Bridges." The Roy B. Inks
Bridge on Texas 16 over the Llano River is a
key part of the research.

Like many states, Texas has bridges dat-
ing back 50 to 100 years. While some are
obviously in poor condition, others, like the
Llano bridge, appear capable of years of ser-
vice. Questions such as what loads can the
bridges safely carry, when is expansion possi-
ble and what should engineers do to rein-
force the structures would need to be
answered.

"Preservation is one goal, but economy is
another. It's possible you can preserve a
bridge, but it also has to make economic
sense," said Michael Engelhardt, UT's pro-
ject director.

The Inks Bridge joined the state highway
system at a time when the highest load rat-
ing was H, for two axle trucks. Since 1941,
engineers have allowed for tractor trailers or
H-S loads.

However, when rating some bridges using
mathematical analysis, Charles Walker of
the Design Division said, "the use of the HS

truck (rating) severely penalizes many older
structures even though they have demon-
strated excellent performance and durability
over the years."

In other words, the higher rating is
potentially too heavy for the floor system on
the older bridges.

But is the math an accurate estimate? In
the case of historic bridges, just how much
weight can they handle safely?

Engelhardt notes that on older bridges,
the beams and concrete decking were never
attached, but do work together due to fric-
tion. The concern is over slippage under a
heavy load.

This is where the University of Texas
researchers come in. "Our goal is to give
TxDOT engineers more tools so they can
make better decisions from the best possible
information," Engelhardt said.

That information comes from field stress
tests. Trucks carrying measured loads drive
over the bridge along specific lines, while
computers record the results from strain
gauges installed under the bridge decking.

Engelhardt and a team of faculty and
graduate students ran two stress tests on the
Llano bridge in February and April.

Crews from the Llano Maintenance Sec-
tion assisted with the field operations. Field
tests can require extensive planning because,
in the case of a bridge, the road must not
remain closed too long to the traveling pub-
lic and various emergency vehicles.

The situation calls for alert traffic control
and sensitivity to lengthy delays for local
motorists. TxDOT employees exhibited
their superior driving skills, especially when
drivers joined two dump trucks back-to-
back and rolled over the bridge in tandem to
simulate a bigger load.

Under the supervision of maintenance
supervisor Steve Landers, Llano Mainte-
nance Section employees Sam Tate and Ken
Shaffer drove the trucks, with Edwin Staats,

Pernell Coats, Shannon Franklin, Sam
Simpson, Donald Dick, and Larry Burney
handling flags and traffic control.

The results were a pleasant surprise and a
puzzle. Under every test load, the Inks
Bridge came out stronger than the computer
predictions.

In some cases, the sensors recorded 40
percent less stress than anticipated through
the various mathematical models. What the
results don't show is why the bridge is so
strong and what is causing the apparent
reserve strength.

The UT team may go back out to the
bridge for a third round of tests if necessary.

Field tests are "challenging," Engelhardt
said, because of traffic, weather, hooking up
electronics, and dealing with vandals who
mess with sensors.

The UT researcher is not interested in
the debate over where the Inks bridge
should be replaced or used in tandem with a
new span. His goal is finding out whether
the old structures are up to the demands of
modern traffic and how to increase their
strength to meet standards.

Before the study ends in August 2000,
researchers will compare the figures from the
Llano bridge with a similar bridge in Goliad
with lab results. The study also looks at sev-
eral smaller, county bridges, some no bigger
than a footpath.

Engelhardt says his team will build a
mock-up of the bridge floor system at the
Balcones Research Center off Burnet Road
in north Austin.

The miniature will allow them to test the
interaction between the different parts of the
bridge to determine why the bridge seems to
have extra strength.

That information will help determine
ways to maintain or renovate similar struc-
tures so they can stay on the road. *
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Farmer, rancher, road hand...gunslinger?
Former highway department employee hid his past as 19th century outlaw
By Helen Havelka
Public Information OfficeIn the early days of the highway depart-

ment, men of all ages built and main-
tained the roads in Texas. During the

hiring process, there were probably few
questions asked, let alone references checked.

If they had, Josiah G. "Doc" Scurlock
might never have become a road hand.

The 71-year-old Scurlock joined the
department in Eastland
in 1921, according to
published accounts. He
worked four years
before retiring.

Like most depart-
ment employees, Scur-
lock was probably a
modest, hard-working
employee.

Scurlock It was the notoriety
he earned before labor-

ing on the roads that he tried to leave in his
past.

Scurlock rode with William H. Bonney,
the notorious "Billy the Kid." They fought
side-by-side in the Lincoln County War in
New Mexico in the 1870s.

The war was ignited when an English
cattle rancher, John Tunstall, was slain. Bon-
ney and Scurlock were Tunstall's cowhands.
After the war, New Mexico's governor par-
doned everyone who participated - except
"the VKid," according to the Eastland Ceme-
tery's Internet site.

Scurlock gave away his guns, except a
squirrel gun, and sold a gold mine and in
1879 moved with his young wife to Texas.
They moved to Eastland in 1919.

Today, his grave on a quiet hill in East-
land, Texas, offers no fanfare of an outlaw's
career. A simple marker states that the
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Josiah 'Doc' Scurlock, who began working for the state highway department at age 71in
1921, once rode with outlaw William Bonney, known as Billy the Kid.

grave's occupant once rode with Billy the
Kid.

Dean Vernon, director of cemetery opera-
tions for the city of Eastland, proudly shares
Scurlock's story.

"For some reason, people have an interest
in gangsters and gunfighters," Vernon said.

"He (Scurlock) did not want people to
know who he was. He felt it was too danger-
ous for him and his family."

Larry Smith, TxDOT's assistant area
engineer in Eastland County, first learned
about Scurlock's past while working on a
project for Boy Scout Troop 103.

"As a project, we were thinking about
doing something with his grave and that is
how I came across him," Smith said. "I fig-
ured working here (at the department) was
just a job for Doc."

In "Young Guns," a 1988 feature film
about Billy the Kid, Scurlock, who is played

by Kiefer Sutherland, is portrayed as a sensi-
tive young man who wrote poetry.

There was another side of Scurlock,
according to newspaper articles written by
family members and Internet postings. Scur-
lock, who had studied medicine, was also a
farmer, rancher, teacher and bookkeeper.
After relocating in Texas, Scurlock, known
for his love of the classics, wrote book
reviews for University of Texas students.

In 1929, the former road hand died of an
apparent heart attack.

TxDOT's personnel records from that
time period are not available to verify Scur-

lock's employment.
In 1924, the Eastland Division (District)

was established. The headquarters was then
moved to Abilene in March 1925. Today,
Eastland is in the Brownwood District. *

Pharr District retiree tops another Iist of 'firsts'

Have written about a lot of retirees in the
past 18 months and have kept an infor-
mal list of firsts. Lewis Maston from the

Pharr District tops another one.
This 1981 retiree is on his eighth recre-

ational vehicle,
buying his first
one in 1965. He
and his wife of
60 years, Pat,
have an incen-
tive for travel,
because their
daughter and
her family live
in Alaska.

For 10 years,
the Mastons

Helen Havelka served as
reservists for the
Division of
Emergency
Management,

assisting with disaster relief across the state.
Lewis worked for TxDOT for 24 years.

Time with the family keeps C.L. Layman's

days occupied. C.L. still has his CDL (com-
mercial driver's license) and can occasionally
be seen driving a truck. The Amarillo District
retiree also helps his neighbors when he his
not working on his own house or yard. C.L.
had 31 years when he left in 1995.

There is music in the air at Ray Posival's
home - he bought an organ. The 1993 vet-
eran also works out in the gym and travels
abroad. He retired from the Finance Division
but spent most of his 27 years in the Motor
Vehicle Division (now Vehicle Titles and Reg-
istration).

Once a blade man, always a blade man
describes Alton "Pete" Cozby from the Waco
District. The 81-year-old still operates a
maintainer for the city of Hamilton. When
he is not working, Pete spends time with his
family. He retired in 1980 after 28 years.

The good life for Louis Castillo from the
Pharr District is an active life. The 1987
retiree enjoys walking, dancing, traveling,
community service and photography. Louis,
who retired with 34 years, is also an election
judge and active in the local VFW post.

Ben Lednicky is taking life easy since retir-

ing in 1976 from the Maintenance Opera-
tions Division. The 37-year veteran wrote,
"I'll take what I have now - the finest
retirement in the land."

"Ref" and "ump" are a few names Vernon
Walker might be called in a given year. The
Brownwood District retiree has been officiat-
ing sporting events for 46 years. When he is
not wearing stripes or blue, Vernon enjoys
traveling. He retired in 1996 with 24 years
of service.

Israel Velasco from the El Paso District
retired in 1972 after 33 years. He enjoys
time with his family, overseeing his trees and
grooming his dog.

Team roping and leather crafts are among
Troy Stubblefield's activities. Troy retired
from the Amarillo District in 1996 after 12
years.

Jose Cortez from the Pharr District is at
home on the ranch. When the 1987 retiree
is not working with the cattle, he spends
time with grandchildren and running
errands. Jose had 31 years with the depart-
ment.

Happy Thanksgiving! *
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TxDOT Roundup
SAT employees create
lifting device for lab use

SAN ANTONIO - Two district
employees have been recognized for their
idea to simplify work at labs across the state.

Lab supervisor Edward Hampson and
Lee Taylor, district sign shop welder,
designed a device that allows employees to
easily lift beams and cylinders of concrete
from curing tanks. The team submitted its
idea to the Texas Incentive and Productivity
Commission. TIPC accepted it in June.

The commission encourages employees to
become involved in making improvements in
their work environment, productivity and
quality by using incentives.

After receiving several complaints from
area offices that inspectors were having
problems placing and removing samples
from concrete curing tanks, Hampson took
the initiative to help solve the problem.

The easy-to-use device alleviates the
problems by lifting beams that weigh in
excess of 50 pounds. It also reduces contact
with the curing solution, which contains
lime. Lime typically causes a rash when it
comes into contact with the skin.

Hampson and Taylor discussed a variety
of ideas to construct such a device to lift
these beams. The result is an A frame struc-
ture, constructed mostly of scrap metals,
with a wench for removing beams and cylin-
ders. A galvanized basket was created to lift
the materials out.

Use of the device was implemented in
1996. Directions for constructng the device
have been disseminated to all TxDOT labs.

For more information about the TIPC,
view its Web site at www.tipc.state.tx.us

Majority of districts meet
their summer safety goals

AUSTIN - Sixty-eight percent of
TxDOT's districts met or improved their
safety goals during the annual "123 Days of
Summer" safety campaign.

TxDOT employees were less successful
with goals for vehicle use, however. Only 32
percent of the districts achieved a reduction
in the occurrence of injury. Five districts
met both the injury and collision goals, and
five districts did not meet either of the goals.

The Odessa District had the most success
with safety goals. That district posted an 86
percent reduction in injuries.

The Austin District achieved 45 percent
decrease in vehicle collisions.

Both districts will be recognized with a
special presentation at the State Truck
Roadeo Drive-Off awards ceremony in
Austin on Nov. 4.

Other districts that reduced the occur-
rence of accidental injury include Paris,
Odessa, Abilene, Corpus Christi and Chil-
dress.

-Michelle Regis, 0CC

LBB maintenance sections
honored for waste program

LUBBOCK - Five district maintenance
sections were recognized recently for their
environmental efforts, which included set-
ting up a hazardous waste management pro-
gram, implementing a weed control plan and
landscaping highway intersections.

Tahoka, Lubbock Southeast, Levelland,

Lamesa and Littlefield were presented cer-
tificates of appreciation at the Lubbock Dis-
trict's Awards Banquet last June in Little-
field.

It took three years for the Levelland
Maintenance Section to convince city and
county officials to join the state in an
$80,000 landscaping project at the intersec-
tion of U.S. 385 and Farm-to-Market Road
300.

But in November 1995, TxDOT repre-
sentatives joined city and county officials for
the dedication ceremony that capped three
years of work and committee meetings.

The state provided 92 trees and 661
bushes and hauled in 4,000 cubic yards of
dirt for berms. A rock and gravel depiction
of the state of Texas graces one corner.

Lubbock Southeast's herbicide program
primarily targeted the Kohci weed, a prolific
Christmas tree look-alike that grows 7 to 8
feet tall. Each year Southeast maintenance
employees spray about 2,556 acres of right of
way to control the noxious weed.

"We start spraying in March, and it takes
about 45 days to complete the job," said
Mackey Sappington, Southeast assistant
roadway maintenance supervisor. "It grows
under guardrails and has a large stem that's
difficult to cut."

The grasses keep the dirt from washing
away and provide good cover to keep the
Kohci weed choked out. Varieties include
buffalo and blue grasses.

The Tahoka Maintenance Section is
working with the city of Tahoka to land-
scape several intersections in town.

Burr oaks, desert willows, eldarica pines,
honey locust, vitex, Russian olive and Texas
redbud are just a few of the varieties to be
planted in the new landscaped areas, said
Kim Villegas, Tahoka administrative techni-
cian.

The landscaped intersections include U.S.
87 at Farm-to-Market Road 400, and the
north and south sides of U.S. 87 at the Loop
472 exit. Plans also include a concrete wall
and block sign with the name of the city.
The illuminated sign will be surrounded
with field stone.

Lamesa was recognized for putting
together a section hazardous materials plan
that includes instructions for proper han-
dling and storage. The plan also includes
compiling a manual that includes all material
safety data.

In the manual, materials are categorized
as toxic, nontoxic and flammable. Manuals
have been placed in the warehouse office,
the shop area and the sign room. Employees
were trained on how to use the Material
Safety Data Sheet manual, and they are
required to review the plan every six months.
MSDS sheets are updated frequently.

- Penny Mason, LBB

Pharr chapter of TPEA
offers college scholarships

PHARR - In addition to the many edu-
cational benefits available to state employees,
local chapters of the Texas Public Employees
Association are also making scholarships
available to its members' children for college
expenses.

Last August, the El Paisano Chapter of
the Rio Grande Valley has awarded $500
scholarships to five high school graduates
and college students in the Rio Grande Val-

ley area.
Omar X. DeLeon from Mission High

School; Martha N. Espinoza from South
Texas High School for Health Professions;
Raquel R. Rodriguez from Edinburg North;
Aron R. Badiozzamani from the University
of Texas-Pan American; and Omar L. Guer-
ra, also from the University of Texas-Pan
American, were this year's scholarship recipi-
ents. De Leon and Espinoza are freshmen
at Texas A&M University in College Station
while Rodriguez will be joining sophomores
Badiozzamani and Guerra at the University
of Texas-Pan American.

Children and grandchildren of El Paisano
members starting college or attending col-
lege this fall were eligible to apply for the
scholarships. The scholarships were intend-
ed to assist recipients with any college-relat-
ed expenses.

-Amy L. Garza, PHR

'Hazardous Materials'
draft document on Web

TxDOT's draft "Hazardous Materials in
Project Development" guidance document is
now available from TxDOT's Crossroads
Central Intranet Server at http://cross-
roads.dot.state.tx.us/org/env/env-hmm-

hmpdgd/
This draft of the guidance document is

provided for immediate use by districts and
affected divisions.

Because these complex hazardous materi-
als issues continue to evolve over time, com-
ments, questions and input from districts
and affected divisions about the draft docu-
ment are encouraged.

Contact David L. Boswell, section direc-
tor, Hazardous Materials Management,
ENV at (512)416-3007 with your com-
ments. Written comments may also be sent
via GroupWise to DBOSWEL.

ENV's Hazardous Materials Manage-
ment Section staff appreciates the efforts of
the Right of Way Division, Design Division,
Construction Division, Contract Services
Office, General Services Division, Office of
General Counsel and numerous district staff
in drafting this guidance.

- David Boswell, ENV

SAT opens second section
of the Wurzbach Parkway

SAN ANTONIO - The second section
of the Wurzbach Parkway, another step in
reducing metro-area congestion, opened to
traffic in August.

This 3.4-mile section runs from Nacog-
doches to O'Conner Road and brings the
total completed portion of the Wurzbach
Parkway to 4.8 miles. Ultimately, the park-
way will extend 12 miles across the north
side of San Antonio between Interstate 410
and Loop 1604.

It has the potential to greatly reduce traf-
fic congestion across the north side of San
Antonio, especially on overburdened Loop
410. The parkway will connect Interstate 35,
U.S. 281 and Interstate 10.

-Maggie Rios, SAT
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Service Awards
(Editor's note: Transportation News 20 years
inadvertently printed service Gregory A. Pechacek
awards for November in the Herbert K. Wilcox
October issue and omitted the 15 years
awards for October. Below are the Cheryl W. Cook
list of service awards winners for Leonard E. Lancaster
both November and October. 10 years
Transportation News regrets the Mateo A. Rios Jr.
error and any inconvenience it 5 years
may have caused.) Felicia R. Cortez

OCTOBER Vijaykumar G. Deolapure

Abilene District El Paso District
25 years 30 years
Steven J. Graham Teodoro Arellano
20 years Rene G. Mendez
Hector A. Aguirre 25 years
Elvin J. Brooks Jr. Leonidez G. Abreo
15 years Rodolfo A. Lugo
Ben B. Streiff 10 years
10 years Donald C. Toner Jr.
Charlie V. Tischler
5 years Fort Worth District
Pedro Cerda Jr. 30 years
Steven C. Mitchell Hubert W. Hams
James E. Proctor Paul D. Williams

25 years
Amarillo District Glen T. Popejoy
25 years 20 years
Alfred L. Osborn Lois A. Jones
Shirley H. Scott Ella I. Oliver
5 years Severo Rodriquez
Tonya D. Detten 15 years
David L. Vitela Isom Davis Ill

Tony H. Umphress
Atlanta Dstrict 10 years
25 years Pamela K. Clark
Alonso M. Gomez Jimmie R. Norris
James E. Kyle 5 years
Derral R. Ward Robert P Fortson
20 years
George H. Horn Jr. Houston District
15 years 40 years
James K. Barron Jr. Malachi Robinson
John R. Ellis 35 years
10 years Mark G. Anthony
Jere A. Williams Otto J. Maresh
5 years 30 years
William E. Braesicke Willie G. Gamez
Heron Garcia 25 years

Felipe Sanchez
Austin District 20 years
20 years Matthew R. Adams
Larry W Gutzler Elton K. Ansley
15 years Minnie H. Kaatz
Jkames O. Bartsch Robert E. Long
Esther B. GottwaldJ .ohn R. Shaw
10 years 15 years
Gregory L. Stark Katherine P Clough

Rogelio M. Gonzalez
Beaumont District Pamela L. Hall
25 years John 0. Hanohano Jr.

Juanita Corley Aton Hargett Jr.
20 yeas Shelly D. Mars
Ricky L Gandy John D. McKee
15 yew OscarC. Medrano
James W. Duhon Manuel Mendoza
Harold B. Harbour Michelle T. Nguyen

Douglas W. Quinn
10 years Juan Vasquez
Samantha B. Naylor 10 years
Da L. Sterling Jerry R. Allen

Eric S. Bednarsky
Diane D. Drummond

Brownwood District Fred E. Ham
25 years Andrew E. Lamberth
Keith E. Miller Alexine Stittiams-ward
15 years Harry B. Tull
Randy C. Bloyd Philip A. Ziegler
John B. Raschke 5 years
10 years Peter N. Acho
Tommy D. Singleton Eric J. Cains

Bruce Rychlik
Bryan District Duc P Tran
15 years Gordon B. Wright
James E. Marak

Laredo District
Childress District 20 years
15 years Mario De Hoyos
David B. Casteel Juan A. Hernandez
Phyllis A. Mills Victor Longoria
10 years 5 years
Monty E. Rowland Rene Benavides

Armando Sanchez
Corpus Christi District
35 years Lubbock District
David R. Gibson 30 years
30 years Norman B. Reed Jr.
Roberto Bedolla 25 years
20 yews Shelby S. Peoples
Pedro B. Garcia Jr. Ricky L. Walker
10 years 15 years
Charles E. Coleman Paz Elizondo Jr.
Linda L. Koonce Janet D. McDaniel
Andre L. Willie Rick Rodriquez
5 yews 10 years
Joseph D. Caruso Doris S. Grigg
Jimmy J. Castro
Stephen L. Ndima Lufkin District

20 years
Danias District Sandra D. Bentley
30 years Hollis G. Caldwell
Joe E. Strange 5 years

William S. Abernathy

Granville D. Waler

Odessa District
35 years
Jerry D. McGuairt
15 years
Stephen G. Smith

Paris District
15 years
Raymond K. Robinson
Ernest L. Teague Jr.
10 years
Theresa L. Bassham
Michael R. Johnson
Tracy L. Littrell

Pharr District
15 years
Leticia Z. Perez
10 years
Satumino Flores Jr.
5 years
Juan Moreno Jr.

San Angelo District
35 years
Julio C. Galvan Jr.
20 years
Karl J. Bednarz
15 years
Laura Y. Harper
Angie M. Ortegon
Hilario Rodarte
10 years
Gussie E. Knight
Debra A. Winchester
5 years
Raymond J. Garza

San Antonio District
40 years
Richard M. Jones
35 years
John V. Bradfield Jr.
25 years
Alex E. Chapa
Sylvia K. Jackson
Gilbert D. Martinez
Eugene J. Rodriguez
Tony D. Singer Jr.
20 years
Ramon Lara Jr.
Enes V. Leija
15 years
Scott E. Finch
Eileen W. Heye
10 years
Richard B. Haass

Tyler District
30 years
Michael L. Gregory
25 years
Jimmy M. Flanagan
Carol H. Holle
Larry E. West
15 years
Glenn D. Kitson Jr.
10 years
Josh C. Logan

Waco District
25 years
Billy J. Haigood
Clarence L. Johnson
20 years
Betty G. Knight
15 years
Rodney E. Baugh
Cheryl L. Dye
Edgar G. Howard
Larry G. Matus
Cindy Parks
5 years
James H. Bourg
Kevin L. Donahoo
James H. Neeley

Wichita Fals District
30 years
Phillip A. Kincy
Cloyce B. Mitchell
25 years
Gary M. Hendricks
20 years
Anita C. Sanders
15 years
Samuel D. Groves

Yoakum District
35 years
Glenn R. Mikesh
30 years
Roman F. Buzek
25 years
Lonnie N. Grumbles
15 years
Bennett K. Downs
Gordon M. Whittier

Aviation Division
10 years
Michelle Hannah
Tony S. Krauss
Anna M. Saldana

Civil Rights Division
5 years
Jana K. Nava

Construction Division
5 years
Keith A. Dunmire
Dingyi Yang

Design Division
15 years
Randi G. Kattner
Joel B. Rose
10 years
Jonathan B. Blackburn
5 years
Karen J. Murski
Robert C. Teal

Environmental Affairs Division
5 years
Roland E. Limon

Finance Division
15 years
Deeann B. Henderson
Merrilynn R. Higgs
Billie C. Reed

General Services Division
30 years
Brenda S. Thompson
25 years
Varinia G. Gann
20 years
Guadalupe C. Saenz
5 years
Michael R. Hannusch
Ronnie Hawkins

Information Systems Division
30 years
Dan C. Wyly
25 years
David L. Paine
15 years
Joseph S. Calhoun
Bobby Y. Chen
10 years
Joseph G. Poeppelmeyer
5 years
M. Theresa Bomberger
Christian L. Collier
Raul D. Hoxie
Raymond R. Rowehl

Maintenance Division
20 years
Carl W. Lundgren

Motor Vehicle Division
10 years
Donald W. Chrismer

Public Informaton Office
10 years
Linda L. Ribble

Public transportation Division
25 years
Margot D. Massey
Vickie V. Vitek

transportationn Planning &
Programming Division
5 years
Ruben R. Cabrera

'ravel Division
20 years
Matildy V. Samaripa Jr.
5 years
Jane M. Wu

Vehicle Titles & Registration
Division
15 years
Esequiel Pena
10 years
Rose M. Guillen
Vicki D. Maxey
5 years
Janice S. Gregg
Helen A. Ramirez

NOVEMBER
Abilene District
20 years
John D. Holton
15 years
Larry P Williams
5 years
Larry D. Cauthen
Patsye B. Doty
Jesus D. Martinez Jr.

Amarillo District
30 years
Michael J. James
25 years
Marilyn T. Clawson
20 years
Mary N. Mathes
15 years
Donnie C. Osbourne
Louis D. Ruthardt
5 years
Johnny J. Guerrero

Atlanta District
25 years
Leroy Jiles Jr.
20 years
Steven C. Juneau
Dennis L. Massey

Austin District
10 years
Pamela J. Crumley
5 years
Houman Hemati

Beaumont District
25 years
Billy R. Clopton Sr.
20 years
Marlin L. Horn
10 years
Theresa V. Belew
Deanne Droddy
5 years
Vivian S. Bagwell
Thomas A. Strother

Brownwood District
35 years
Aneta R. Ratliff
30 years
Ronnie W. Vaughn
25 years
Gerald L. Braddock
15 years
Steven B. Singleton
5 years
Celeste T. Johnson
Robert L Sitton

Bryan District
30 years
Marie W. Stnnett
20 years
Debra A. Rogers
15 years
Douglas A. Holland
Raymond L. Kroll
Lamar G. Ondrasek
Bobby L. Wells
10 years
Lori T. Boer
5 years
Kayvon Jahedkar

Cldress District
35 years
Brice P Lindsey
30 years
Gerald W. Myers
15 years
William E. Hams Jr.

Corpus Christi District
40 years
Guadalupe Rodriguez
25 years
Jose A. Lopez
Lupe 0. Tijerina
15 years
Paula M. Cantu
Felix C. Trevino II
10 years
Amparo A. Havemann
5 years
David Zuniga Sr.

Daflas District
30 years
Joe N. Brown
Andrew E. Estes
Bradley K. Smith
15 years
Michael E. Bardin
Sheldon R. Clagg
David A. Hall
Marian C. Sherrill
Rhonda A. Simmelink
Gary W. Whitton
10 years
David A. Gachot
Wandra A. Hilliard
5 years
Eleanor S. Hubbell
Patrick R. Nugent
Vicki E. Rodriguez
Rodolfo Vazquez
Mustafa A. Yafai

U See SERVICE, Page 16
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WIMSAT
Continued from Page 3

for determining the condition of the
TxDOT highway system, and two, that we
needed to do more heavy rehabilitation and
reconstruction," he said.

"Maintenance is doing an outstanding
job," he said, "but it's a short-term fix and
we need a long-term one. We are maintain-
ing highways that really need rehabilitation
of reconstruction."

Always looking for practical applications
of research, Wimsatt is involved in the test-
ing of two asphalt surface rehabilitation pro-
jects using the Mobile Load Simulator, an
accelerated pavement-testing device operated
by the Design Division's Pavements Section.
"It's got actual truck components," he said.
"You can see a year's work of truck traffic in
a couple of months.

"We've been testing it at a location near
Jacksboro," he continued, "and we've come
up with some good conclusions. It's taken
awhile longer to run this test but that's
because the pavement has held up so well."

Wimsatt has also been using the Ground
Penetrating Radar (GPR) for evaluating
pavements. This equipment, which is
mounted on a van and operates at highway
speeds, can determine pavement layer thick-
ness and pavement material quality. Soft-
ware generated by researchers at Texas
A&M University is used to evaluate data
from this device.

"We have been using GPR regularly in
the Fort Worth District," he said. "On one
project, we ended up saving around
$ 500,000 on the estimated cost because we
changed the rehabilitation strategy based on
GPR data."

Wimsatt readily admits, though, that all

the data in the world can't beat going out on
the roadway. "In addition to going out on
my own, I also go out with every area engi-
neer and maintenance supervisor at least
once a year to look at their roadways that
need preventive maintenance or rehabilita-
tion," he said. "Also, if they call me, I go out
to visit them concerning any pavement prob-
lems or issues.

"The area engineers and maintenance
supervisors are top-notch," Wimsatt said.
"In fact, all the Fort Worth District staff are
great people, experienced and even-tem-
pered. It's a pleasure to work in an atmos-
phere where good communication isempha-
sized."

Exceptional employees and outstanding
leadership are what's kept Wimsatt working
for TxDOT. "I know we've lost a lot of
experience to consultants," he said, "and the
big problem is competing against their salary
offers.

"But people who stay here at TxDOT are
in it for more than just the money. They
enjoy the work and feel like they're having
an impact, making a contribution to society,"
he said. "We are blessed in that we see the
end result of our work and we have an
innate satisfaction from being in public ser-
vice.

"You don't get that sense of career satis-
faction by working for a consultant," he said.

Wimsatt credits his parents for any suc-
cess he has in understanding the important
of good communication. He is certain the
inclination to go into engineering came from
his mother's father, a civil engineer who help
create the expansive canal system around
Miami, Fla., and his father's uncle who was
an architectural engineer.

Single, Wimsatt enjoys jogging and com-
posing and playing music in his spare time.
"I was a senior at Anderson High School in
Austin," he said, "when a friend of mine,
who's now an electrical engineer, got me
interested in guitars.

"He got a bunch of us beginners together,
and from there I picked up keyboards. We
never had much luck playing other musi-
cians' material," he said, "so we started com-
posing our own.

Some compare his sound to Pink Floyd
and Peter Gabriel, but Wimsatt's satisfaction
comes from being recorded. "I've recorded
some soundtrack music for documentaries
and as background for public hearings," he
said.

Wimsatt is adamant about staying with
TxDOT until he retires.

"Maybe then I'll teach," he predicted.
Meanwhile, Dr. Drew is on call in the

Fort Worth District.

Got news?
Did your district newsletter run a story

you think other TxDOT employees would
enjoy reading?

Do you know of a co-worker with an
interesting hobby? Would you like more
information about changes in TxDOT poli-
cy?

We want your story ideas. To contribute,
contact your district Public Information Offi-
cer. He or she can pass it along to us.

Or you can contact Editor Lisa Trow by
phone at (512) 463.8609 or via Group-
Wise at LTROW.

Letters
Houston District Engineer, Gary Trietsch

received the following letter:
This letter of appreciation is to recognize

Quincy D. Allen, P.E., area engineer for east
Harris County, for his outstanding devotion
and customer-oriented service qualities. As
we are both aware, any improvements to a
major roadway create traffic inconveniences.
This is especially true for current TxDOT
projects along Interstate 10 and Spur 330 in
the city of Baytown. However, Allen's dedi-
cation in working with our city staff has
minimized the inconveniences and com-
plaints we receive. His tireless efforts of
keeping our staff and the community
informed have been well received.

I commend Allen for his involvement of
working with the city to resolve ongoing
traffic problems and conflicts with under-
ground utilities associated with the current
construction. His professionalism and dedi-
cation to serve the public reflects great credit
upon himself and TxDOT.

Thank you for assisting this professional
engineer to our area. We appreciate the work
he has done, and his continued efforts will
certainly contribute to the improvement of
the quality of life for the citizens of Bay-
town.

Pete C. Alfaro
Mayor

We wish to thank Frank de Santos for the
gift of trash bags for the Clean Sweep pro-
gram.

Your gifts are very important for the work
of Project Vida. We appreciate you keeping
our program in your thoughts and prayers.

Irma Avila
Property Manager

Bill and Carol Schlesinger
Co-Directors
Frank de Santos works as an assistant public

information officer, El Paso District.

Bryan District Engineer Lonny Traweek
received the following:

I am writing to you today to thank two of
your employees and to commend their
actions to you as their supervisor. My daugh-
ters (ages 21 and 14) and a friend (age 14)
were traveling from our home in Wylie to
College Station on July 30 when the car that
they were driving broke down just outside of
Calvert. Although my daughters had a cell
phone for emergencies, the phone was out of
range in the area where they broke down.
Your employees, Donny Mikolajewski and
Ascension Perez, stopped and assisted my
daughters.

Mikolajewski and Perez not only came to
my daughters' rescue but, on their own time,
went into Hearne, obtained a fan belt for the
car and then went back out to where they
were stranded and installed the fan belt for
them.

This is truly service above and beyond the
call of duty. We as parents cannot thank you
or them enough for their actions. Please
convey to them our thanks and appreciation
for the service they provided.

Howard and Cheryl Cope

Wylie
Donald Mikolajewski and Ascension Perez

work as maintenance technicians in the Robertson

County Maintenance Section, Bryan District.
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Time to renew!

According to state law, anyone receiv-
ing Transportation News by mail must
make a request to remain on our
mailing list.

Here's your chance. Please fill out the
form below and send it to Transporta-
tion News, 125 11th St. Austin, Texas
78701, attention: Diana Ward. Please
include mailing label on reverse side.

Name:

Address:

City:

State:

ZIP code:
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Service Awards
Continued from Page 14

El Paso District
25 years
Vicente S. Ramirez
Patricia C. Welty
20 years
Judy L. Ramsey

Fort Worth District
30 years
Joe F. Potter
20 years
Matthew F. Hendricks Jr.
Piedad M. Rodriguez
Timethy R. Tuggle
15 years
Juan M. Flores
Gregory S. Lane
Patrick D. MacKey
10 years
Alan J. Easterling
5 years
Sandee E. Davis
Marvin G. Masten
Carlos G. Ramirez
Pamela S. Rogers

Houston District
35 years
James L. Hebert
Kirby G. Rummel
20 years
Stephen D. Cochran
George E. Henry
Wanda 0. Hildenburg
15 years
William C. Baker
John R. Ibarra
Ricky L. Mcnvale
Lavonne W. Rust
Tommy L. Spain
Theodore R. Stever
George L. Torres
Brian D. Vogler
Stanley F. Yin
10 years
Marshall S. Redman
Thomas J. Seelbach
Kenneth R. Walker
5 years
Amanda A. Flores
Kenneth E. Kuykendall

Laredo District
30 years
Leonet G. Barrera
20 years
Jorge R. Garcia
5 years
Juan L. Garza
Miguel Hemandez
Pedro Mosqueda

Lubbock District
35 years
Buddy L. Ussery
30 years
Telesforo Guzman
25 years
Pedro C. Fernandez
20 years
Tedd 0. Carter
Ronald K. Ivy

15 years
Fancy H. Koonsman
Randall LWoods
5 years
Jana J. Field
Judy W. Powe

Sufidn District
10 years
Gerald B. Colter
5 years
Hollis R. Lakey

Odessa District
25 years
Jesse G. Gutierrez Jr.
15 years
Ruperto 0. Perez
5 years
Oscar Martinez
Eloy Varela

Paris District
35 years
Gerald W. Byas
Billy R. Chapman
15 years
Dwight D. Freeman
Bryan P Seymour
5 years
Cliff J. Watts

Pharr District
10 years
Leonel Guerra

San Angelo District
25 years
Helen L. Cole
Edward B. Stovall Jr.
20 years
Charles W. Cook
15 years
Juan J. Barrera
Dolores J. Roe
10 years
William R. Galbreath
Terri A. Meacham
5 years
Joe A. Lara
Ronald L. Pin
Samuel Saiz

San Antonio Dstret
25 years
Jerry G. Lopez
Jesse R. Mata
15 years
Hoyt B. Adami
David A. Eardley
Ulse H. Krellwitz
Reginald M. Qualls
Allen J. Schneider
Russell J. Soike
David A. Vrana
10 years
Jeffrey L. Dickinson
Rudolph H. Manka Jr.
5 years
Albert W. Vega

Waco District
20 years

Terry L. Guenat
15 years
David G. Stimmel
10 years
Clark W. Gauer
5 years
Emest F. Kutscherousky
Stephanie M. Stoermer

Wichita Falls District
35 years
Ed C. Brown
25 years
Lewis D. Faver Jr.

Yoakum District
15 years
Howard G. Callis Jr.
Edwin L. Prie
10 ye-rs
Peggy R. Koliba

Administration
5 years
Nicole C. Powers

Construction Division
25 years
Clarence M. Bryan
Baltazar Rodriguez
15 years
John D. Arndt
10 years
Laurie A. Kincheon
Jaime Sanchez
5 years
Melissa A. Daniels
Rochelle C. Jones
Hisham S. Makkouk
Somasekhara R. Rebala

Design Division
5 years
Virendra Nath
Thomas W. Stephenson

Environmental Affairs
Division
10 years
Barbara J. Hickman

Finance Division
30 years
Virgil E. Finley
t0 v...
Herlinda A. Hickman
5 years
Jacqueline C. Edwards

General Services
Division
25 ye-rs
Lillian E. Hackworth
15 years
Lee B. Whitten Jr.
5 years
Larry G. Benavides
Eliza LFanuel
Mason R. Jones

Human Resources
Division
20 years
James W. McCarver
5 years
Robert A. Eason Jr.

information Systems
Division
25 years
Benny C. Ridge
15 years
David W. Debo
Michael E. Meinecke
5 years
Enrique Cano Jr.
Patricia R. McCune
Kathy G. McMullen

Maintenance Division
10 years
Kenneth J. Boehme

Motor Carrier Division
20 years
Sylvia L. Subia
15 years
Sandra Y. Moehlman
10 years
Melissa A. Bennett

Right of Way Division
20 years
Deborah S. Menefee

Texas Trnpike Authority
Division
10 years
Crystal L. Hansen

,Taffic Operations
Division
20 years
Bernard P Walker
15 years
Rachel L. Rodriguez

WTansportation Planning
& Programming Division
10 years
Alan M. Grohman

Vehle Titles &
Registration Division
20 years
Lanita J. McAfee
15 years
Judy H. Griffith
5 years
Michael G. Cuellar
Joe L. Holman
Lois A. Meredith
Harry C. Morgan
James A. Williams

In Memoriam
Employees
Atlanta District
Vicki L. Lankford, Administrative

Technician II, 21 years, died
Sept. 7, 1999

Houston District
Carrie L. Paradowski, died Sept.

20, 1999,5 years, Systems
Support Specialist Ill

Retirees
Beaumont District
Ceaser Buchanan, Maintenance

Construction Foreman Ill,
retired in 1972, died Aug. 9,
1999.

Corpus Christi District
Charles C.Tyler, Administrative

Technician II, retired in 1977,
died Aug. 25, 1999.

Dallas District

Clay Moses, Maintenance
Technician III, retired in 1981,
died Aug. 10, 1999.

William L. Seay, Maintenance
Technician Ill, retired in 1986,
died Aug. 31, 1999.

Billy G.White, Draftsman, retired

in 1988, died Aug. 1, 1999.
El Paso District
Harry H. Corbett, Engineer III,

retired in 1971, died Sept. 15,
1999.

Fort Worth District
James W. Dotson, Engineer IV,

retired in 1983, died Aug. 28,
1999.

Houston Distrct
Monroe C. Kahla, Maintenance

Technician II, retired in 1969,
died Jan. 16, 1999.

Lubbock District
Edgar M. Hammonds,

Maintenance Technician I,
retired in 1973, died Aug. 10,
1999.

Fred C. Stanley, Engineer V,
retired in 1967, died Aug. 10,
1999.

Pharr District
Thomas Hanna, Assistant District

Engineer, retired in 1988, died
Sept. 18, 1999.

Octavio Flores, Maintenance
Technician III, retired in 1990,
died July 14, 1999.

Tyler District
Charles W. Lovell Jr.,

Maintenance Technician II,
retired in 1978, died Aug. 14,
1999.

Hubert G. McLeod, Maintenance
Technician III, retired in 1980,
died Aug. 31, 1999.

Fred Stutz, Engineer V, retired in
1983, died July 8, 1999.

Waco District
Olin F. Brewster, Engineering

Technician II, retired in 1981,
died Aug. 26, 1999.

Yoakum District
Tomas Becerra, Maint. Tech. Ill ,

retired in 1987, died Sept.
12, 1999.

Clarence A. Weise, Engineer IV,
retired in 1978, died Aug. 26,
1999.
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Calendar
NOVEMBER
1-2 Safe Communities Workshop, Corpus

Christi, TRF
1-4 Research Management Committee (RMC)

Meeting, Waco, CST
35 Annual State Roadeo Competition and

APM Meeting, Austin, 0CC
345 Competitive Sealed Proposals/Competitive

Negotiations, Austin, GSD
34 General Public Purchasing, San Antonio,

GSD3-4 NHTSA/TxDOT Project Management
Course, Corpus Christi, TRF

9 Board of Directors Meeting, Austin, TTA
9-10 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
11 Veterans Day (holiday)
16-17 GEOPAK Drainage Training, Dallas, DES
18 Commission Meeting, Austin
18-19 GEOPAK Drainage Training, Dallas, DES
25 Thanksgiving Day (holiday)
26 Day after Thanksgiving Day (holiday)

DECEMBER
7-8 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
8-10 Intermediate Public Purchasing, San

Antonio, GSD
9 ATPA Board of Directors Meeting, Austin
16 Commission Meeting, Austin
24 Day before Christmas Day (holiday)

JANUARY
4-5 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
11-13 Herbicide Certification Training, Lufkin,

MNT
11-14 Herbicide Certification Training, San

Antonio, MNT
17 Martin Luther King Jr. Day (holiday)
19 Confederate Heroes Day (holiday)
24-28 Two-Week TxDOT Highway Materials

Engineering Course, Austin, CST
25-27 Herbicide Certification Training, Pharr, MNT
25-28 Herbicide Certification Training, Lubbock,

MNT
27 Commission Meeting, Austin

FEBRUARY
1-3 Herbicide Certification Training, El Paso,

MNT
1-4 Herbicide Certification Training, Houston,

MNT
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