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FomRT WoRTH DISTRcT: Maribel
Chavez, P.E., formerly district engineer
for the El Paso District, has been
appointed district engineer for the Fort
Worth District effective Jan. 1.

A TxDOT
employee since
1983, she began
her career as an
engineering assis-
tant in the Pecos
Area Office. She
has held positions
as design engineer
and assistant field
operations engi-
neer in the Maribel Chavez
Odessa District
Office. She also
served as area engineer in Pecos, and as
executive assistant to Texas
Transportation Commissioner Ray
Stoker Jr. She worked as Abilene dis-
trict engineer (1992-1998) before her
appointment as district engineer in El
Paso in 1998.

A native of Pecos, she earned her
bachelor's degree in civil engineering
from the University of Texas. She grad-
uated from the Leadership Texas pro-
gram in 1990. She has presided as
board chair for the Texas Alliance for
Minorities in Engineering.

According to the booklet "An
Informal History of TxDOT," she has
the distinction of becoming the depart-
ment's first woman district engineer
(September 1992).

PRESTIGIoUS SCHOLARSHIP: Jack B.
Tannous, a senior at the University of
Texas at Austin who expects to gradu-
ate in May, has been awarded a Mar-
shall Scholarship. The award is valued
at more than $50,000 and permits
study at Oxford University. Marshall
scholars are chosen based on academic
excellence and leadership potential.

Tannous is the son of Paul Tannous,
a 16-year TxDOT employee who
works in the Houston District. The
scholarship winner worked during
summers with TxDOT in the Houston
District.

The British government awards the
prestigious scholarships as a way of
thanking the United States for assis-
tance received through the Marshall
Plan in the wake of World War II. The

U See Roundup, Page 3

Ensuring
the safety and

security of our
transportation

system is now first
and foremost.'

Secretary Norman Y. Mineta
U.S. Department of

Transportation TxOT photo

Security tops agenda
Secretary Mineta addresses For its part, AASHTO has established a

task force on transportation security. Mary
AASHTO in Fort Worth Lou Ralls, director of the TxDOT Bridge

Division, is a member of the task force.

FORT WORTH - "Our priorities have The AASHTO task force aims to achieve
been dramatically recast since Sept. 11. several outcomes. These include development
Ensuring the safety and security of our trans- of guidance and the sharing of practices
portation system is now first and foremost." among states to help departments of trans-

With these words, U.S. Department of portation prepare. Such preparation requires
Transportation Secretary Norman Y. Mineta vulnerability assessments, development of

focused the attention of delegates at the recent plans for deterrence, surveillance and protec-
annual meeting of the American Association tion. Further plans are needed for responses to

of State Highway and Transportation Officials emergencies. As well, the task force aims to

(AASHTO). help states develop the required capabilities for

The annual meeting was the association's handling traffic for major incidents. With
87th and was conducted Nov. 30-Dec. 4 at the guidance from the task force, states are prepar-
Fort Worth Convention Center. Theme for ing to assess and respond to military mobiliza-
the event was "Keeping America Proud, tion needs.
Strong and Secure." Mineta said the AASHTO task force had

Mineta was the keynote speaker for the identified some actions to be completed in the

meeting's opening general session on Dec. 3. next 60-90 days. One action item includes a

He noted that his agency and the Federal "vulnerability assessment handbook" aimed to

Highway Administration are working with the assist the states in their preparation efforts.

departments of transportation from the states "The (U.S.) Department of Transportation
and with local transportation agencies to iden- plans to be an active partner in this effort.
tify their most "high-consequence, high-value, Protecting transportation infrastructure and

high-vulnerability facilities." our ability to quickly respond to attacks is cru-
He announced that Fort Worth would be cial to daily life in America. We need to pro-

the scene early this year for "a set of tabletop tect, prevent, and remain vigilant," Mineta
exercises for state DOTs and military counter- said.
parts on sudden military deployments." The week after the conference, Mineta

According to separate media reports, this announced the appointment of John Magaw
will make Fort Worth the nation's first test to head the federal Transportation Security
city for developing an emergency plan to keep Administration.
transportation systems operating after a terror- Mineta said Magaw was the top candidate
ist attack or other major disaster. E See Fedral Pfage 4

Selected items from Transportation News are available to employees
on the TxDOT intranet at http://crossroads/org/pio/tnews.htm
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Straight Talk4
'

Let's keep focused on what's before us
A year ago, who could have thought that

January 2002 would have arrived so quickly?
Whew!

I know people are saying the same thing,
because many - TxDOT folks among them
- have told me how quickly time is flying
by in their lives.

Wouldn't it be nicer, instead, if they would
tell us how easily (that means quickly) they
were able to drive to work, to school, to
church, or to the grocery store?

As nice as that may be, now is not a time
to recount the challenges of the past. And
let's not get too far ahead of ourselves by
looking very far into the future. Instead, let's
look to the challenges right in front of us.

The challenge is mobility. The problem is
congestion. The challenge is bringing new
transportation systems into operation. The
problem is finding ways to pay for those sys-
tems. The challenge is finding ways to make
our air cleaner. The problem is that some of
our state's air has been polluted for too long.
The challenge is making our highways safer
for motorists. The problem is that too many
people die in highway accidents. The chal-
lenge is providing safe, effective, and efficient
movement of people and goods. The problem
is providing safe, effective, and efficient
movement of people and goods.

TxDOT made a great impression with
delegates to the annual meeting of the
American Association of State Highway and

Transportation Officials
(AASHTO) in late
November and early last
month.v

TxDOT has been a
member of this impor-
tant association for
decades. We got together
in Fort Worth with our
friends from around the
nation and had ourselves Mike Behens
a great time because of
the energy of TxDOT people who helped
bring the conference to reality.

It was my pleasure to welcome some 1,400
delegates to the conference and to Texas. By all
accounts, everyone had a great time. Thanks to
everyone who helped to make it happen.

Some of the visitors got to see the inaugu-
ral run of the Trinity Railroad Express, the
country's newest commuter rail system. It's
been seven decades since Fort Worth and
Dallas have been joined by commuter rail.
It's a great transportation alternative for
motorists who want to ease highway conges-
tion between the two cities.

Others who attended learned about the
special efforts being undertaken to enhance
transportation security in the face of the ter-
rorist threat that aims to attack our nation.
Without giving away secrets, let's just say we
are alert and that we are prepared to respond
to any challenges that would limit how we
provide transportation systems for Texas.

Then there were those at the conference
who heard about the ins and outs of reautho-
rization of federal transportation funding.
Such funding is the lifeblood of many of our
transportation systems. The topic may sound
boring, but it is vital for anyone who worries
about where the money will come from.

You might say the AASHTO conference
had a bit of something for everyone.

In light of national events, we're aware
that several TxDOT people have been called
to military duty. Several more are on standby.
A few who were called up have since been
able to return to work, pending the course of
our nation's response to terrorism. I'm told
that TxDOT has 135 employees subject to
being called to active military service. We are
mindful of the special demands placed on
these TxDOT people. They should know
they have our encouragement and support.
We know they will respond to a call for ser-
vice to the nation, even as they serve the
people of Texas - that's with purpose, with
pride, and with professionalism.

My hope is that the year ahead for you
and your families will be health-filled, chal-
lenge-filled (but not too much), solution-
filled, and happiness-filled. May we all have
a Happy New Year. *

Mike Behrens is executive director of the Texas
Department of Transportation'

Database on flood-damaged vehicles available on Internet
AUSTIN - Floodwaters from Tropical

Storm Allison that hit last June long ago
receded from Southeast Texas. But flood-
damaged vehicles remain - and they have
spread well beyond Texas.

Many flood-damaged vehicles are being
purchased in Texas and then sent out of state
for resale. Texas law requires the titles of flood-
ed vehicles to be marked as such. Sometimes,
however, that disclosure is not retained when a
new title is issued in another state.

TxDOT recently compiled a list of nearly

30,000 vehicles branded as flood-damaged.
The list is available on TxDOT's website
(www.dot.state.tx.us). Users may click the
"Vehicles" link and then select "Flood
Damage Database." This site provides a list-
ing to help determine if a vehicle was titled
as "flood damaged."

The database can be searched by model
year, make of vehicle, and vehicle identifica-
tion number.

Further, insurance records indicate more
than 45,000 claims have been settled in

Southeast Texas, while only about 30,000 sal-
vage documents have been issued.

Consumers who bought a vehicle with a
"flood damaged" title, and if that information
was not disclosed before the purchase, may
contact the attorney general's office in the
state of purchase.

People who need information about vehi-
cle titles and registration in Texas should
check with their county tax assessor-collector.
Added information is available through the
TxDOT help line at (512) 465-7611.*

Transportation News is published for employees and retirees of the Texas Department of Transportation.
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Got news?
Did your district newsletter run a story you think other TxDOT employees would enjoy reading? Do
you know of a co-worker with an interesting hobby? We want your story ideas. To contribute, con-
tact your district public information officer. He or she can pass it along to us. Or you can contact
Editor Tim Cunningham by phone at (512) 463-8955.

Submission info

District employees should discuss potential submissions with their public information officer.
Submissions must be received by the second Friday of the month preceding publication.
Copy: send as e-mail attachment to TCUNNIN as Microsoft Word document (.doc) files.
Photos: send electronically in high resolution .jpeg or .tif format.

Copies of this publication have been deposited with the Texas State Library in compliance with the State Depository Law.
02002 by Texas Department of Transportation; all rights reserved.

Trouble getting Transportation News?
Call (512) 463.8588
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Continued from Page 1

scholarships are named for George C.
Marshall, the American general and diplo-
mat credited with the Marshall Plan of
European recovery after the war. The schol-
arships are awarded each year to 40
American scholars.

OUTSTANDING PROJECT DIRECTORS:
TxDOT's Research and Technology Imple-
mentation Office in October honored five
employees as outstanding project directors
for 2001 in the department's research pro-
gram.

Those recognized are: Brian Michalk,
Construction Division (Pavements); James A.
Heacock, Houston District (Transportation
Planning); Thomas Dahl, Brownwood
District (Hydraulics); Greg Brinkmeyer,
Traffic Operations Division (Traffic
Operations); Timothy Bradberry, Bridge
Division (Structures).

Paul Krugler, office director, said, "The
success of our research program depends
heavily on the efforts of several hundred
department employees who see the value of
research and pursue desired research goals
with dedication and energy."

Each of the men receiving the recognition
as outstanding project director was selected
in each of five areas of research by the
Research Management Committee chair,
based on nominations received from commit-
tee members.

NEW EDITION OF BOOKLET ONUIE Filled
with data about Texas transportation, the
most recent edition of the booklet titled
"District and County Statistics" (commonly
known as DISCOS) is now available on the
TxDOT website. Paper copies of the annual
booklet, prepared by the department's
Finance Division, also are being printed.
James Bass, division director, invites ques-
tions about the data or comments from users
as to how the division may present the data
in a more user-friendly way.

APPUCATIONS READY FOR GRANTS: Applica-
tions for the TxDOT Conditional Grant
Program became available the first week of
January. The program provides financial aid
to eligible minority and women students who
intend to seek a baccalaureate degree in civil

engineering and who are interested in work-
ing for the department.

Changes to the program from previous
years: the maximum grant amount for each
student will change from $2,500 up to
$3,000 per semester per student; eligible
expenses will include room and board; and
freshman-year students who do not wish to
continue working toward a degree in civil
engineering will now have the option to
withdraw from the program (with TxDOT
approval) without being penalized.

Interested students must complete and
submit an application by March 1.
Applicants can download a copy of the appli-
cation from the Human Resources Division's
website (through www.dot.state.tx.us).
Applications also may be obtained by tele-
phone: (866) 554-4330.

More information is available through the
division's Employment Opportunities Office
at (512) 416-4979.

HUMAN RESOURCES MANUAL: The latest
updated version of the TxDOT Human
Resources Manual is now available through
the Human Resources Division's intranet site
via Crossroads. Several changes are noted in
various areas. These include the processing of
employment applications, the screening of
applications, prohibited conduct, personnel
files, the employee incentive program, and
the new holiday calendars for 2002 and 2003.
The revisions to the manual took effect Dec. 1.

BRIDGES FEATURED IN NEW VIDEO: Fort
Worth's location among two forks of the
Trinity River and numerous creeks makes the
city dependent on the bridges that connect
its people and industry. To those who care
about the past, bridges also connect history.

TxDOT's Travel Division recently com-
pleted a video program that highlights the
historic bridges preserved across Fort Worth
and in the outlying counties of the Fort
Worth District.

"Connecting History - The Bridges of
Fort Worth" highlights both roadway bridges
and railroad bridges through the narration of
actor Barry Corbin, of "Northern Exposure"
fame.

Research and development on the video
began in early 2001 with assistance by the
Environmental Affairs Division, the Bridge
Division, and the Fort Worth District.

The idea for the project first came from
Steve Simmons, a former Fort Worth district
engineer, who saw it as a way to preserve the
historic bridges in the district.

"It's important for TxDOT to try to save
bridges when possible," said Simmons. "And
this video offers a way to preserve history for
future generations. It will open up the com-
munication line for future projects."

The result of this effort is an educational
tool to be distributed across the district to
libraries, historical groups, and other non-
profit groups, as well as to state legislators.
The video has also been sent to local cable
TV stations.

ROADS FOR COLONIAS: TxDOT will accept
the first project proposals for the Border
Colonia Access Program following action by
the Texas Transportation Commission. That
body g've final approval for the program at
its meeting Dec. 13. Projects will be selected
this spring and construction could begin this
summer. The commission also directed the
department, which will administer the pro-
gram, to undertake necessary agreements
with the Texas Public Finance Authority for
the issuance of bonds to finance the road
projects. Texas voters in November approved
a bond package of $175 million for improve-
ments to colonia roads. The improvements
are to occur in 23 counties along the Texas
border with Mexico.

FAONTAGE-ROAD POuCY: The Texas Trans-
portation Commission on Dec. 13 provided
preliminary approval of proposed rules that
would limit the construction of future
frontage roads in the state. The rules imple-
ment the policy the commission adopted in
June. The purpose of the policy is to improve
mobility and safety on state highway corri-
dors. Further, the policy aims to extend the
operational life of existing roads and to
reduce highway construction and mainte-

nance costs, while maintaining the viability
of local economies. To gather public com-
ment on the proposed rules, TxDOT will
conduct six public hearings during January in
San Antonio, Irving, Houston, Lubbock,
McAllen and El Paso. The commission is
also accepting written comments if received
by Feb. 4. Comments should be mailed to:
Ken Bohuslav, Director, Design Division,
Texas Department of Transportation, 125 E.
11th Street, Austin, TX 78701-2483.

CONTRACTOR WINS AWARD: TxDOT has
many outside partners in the development of
intelligent transportation system (ITS) pro-
jects, but none is more deserving of praise
than the Southwest Research Institute. Last
November ITS Texas - a state chapter of
ITS America - recognized the institute for
its contributions with the presentation of the
annual ITS Texas Award.

TxDOT contracts with the institute for
design, development, deployment, and main-
tenance of integrated "smart" transportation
systems. Carlos Lopez, director of Traffic
Operations, said the institute "has proven to
be an instrumental asset in the development
and progress of our department's ITS efforts."

The ITS Texas Award recognizes the
institute's team approach to quality, its flexi-
bility, and its initiative. The institute has par-
ticipated in many of the department's ITS
projects, including support and development
activities for Texas traffic management cen-
ters, development of software and standards,
development of documents for traffic man-
agement center operational concepts and
functions, and integration efforts for various
traffic management centers.

SPEED UMIT MAY INCREASE Rural areas of
Texas could soon see higher speed limits on
portions of the state highway system. The
Texas Transportation Commission approved
new rules during its monthly meeting Dec.
13. The rules allow for a maximum speed
limit of 75 mph in rural, less-populated
areas. The rules implement House Bill 299,
which allows speed limit increases in counties
with populations of fewer than 10 persons
per square mile.

Before an increase in the speed limit can
be considered, TxDOT must conduct traffic
and engineering studies to ensure that a
higher speed limit is safe and reasonable for a
particular roadway. The 75-mph speed limit
will not apply to commercial trucks, truck
tractors, trailers and semitrailers. But it will
apply to light trucks and light trucks pulling
a trailer. The speed limit at night will remain
65 mph. Of the 254 counties in Texas, 86
counties (mostly in West Texas) are eligible
to request a 75-mph limit.

SPEED UMITS FOCUS ON CLEAN AIR: The
Texas Transportation Commission, at its
meeting on Dec. 13, approved so-called
"environmental" speed limits on specified
highways in the state. By its action, which
had been requested by the Texas Natural
Resources Conservation Commission, the
transportation commission moves the posted
maximum speed limit down to 55 mph. The
purpose is to achieve cleaner air in areas such
as Houston and surrounding counties that
have failed to meet federal standards for air

U See Roundup, Page 6
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AASHTO Annual Meeting successful
TxDOT volunteers
shine at conference
By Jodi Hodges
Fort Worth District

When many Fort Worth District and
Austin division employees were asked earlier
this year to help host the 87th AASHTO
Annual Meeting in Fort Worth, they asked,
"What is AASHTO?"

Now, all 175 TxDOT volunteers have a
better understanding of the American
Association of State Highway and
Transportation Officials (AASHTO) pur-
pose, since the department recently hosted
its national conference Nov. 29 - Dec. 4. A
total of 1,400 registered delegates from all
50 states and a few other countries descend-
ed on Texas for the latest information on
trends and issues affecting departments of
transportation.

This year, the annual meeting's recurring
themes were transportation security and
reauthorization of the upcoming transporta-
tion funding bill. The Dallas/Fort Worth
news media covered the conference daily
including the Spanish-language media out-
lets and the Texas State Radio Network. It
was the most extensive news coverage the
AASHTO Annual Meeting has received in
recent years.

Due to the planning and preparation by
TxDOT volunteers, delegates shared ideas
and information, and the conference provid-
ed the opportunity to shine as a state and as
a department. TxDOT volunteers became a
hit with their distinctive Texas Lone Star
shirts. Easily recognizable to delegates,
smiling faces, flexible attitudes and Texas-
friendliness became the volunteers' other
well-known trademarks.

"This year's AASHTO Annual Meeting
was one of our most outstanding in every
regard due in large part to the hospitality of

the Texas Department of Transportation,
and I thank you," said AASHTO Executive
Director John Horsley.

After more than two years of planning
and visiting previous hosts, Oklahoma and
Indiana, it was evident to the Texas Host
Committee that the success of a conference
as large as the AASHTO Annual Meeting
depends on a good volunteer base. "TxDOT
volunteers did an outstanding job, and the
success of this conference can be attributed
directly to them. Every volunteer went
above and beyond the call of duty, and dele-
gates left with a first-hand understanding of
exactly what is meant by southern hospitali-
ty," said Cathy Williams, TxDOT's assistant
executive director of support operations.

This conference knit TxDOT volunteers
together within all levels from the Fort
Worth District and various Austin divisions.
"The best part of the volunteer group was
that bosses and grounds crew employees
worked side-by-side, and that made it fun,"
said Fort Worth District right of way agent
Tim Head, who worked as a special trans-
portation driver.

Several volunteers put their personal lives
on hold for the six-day conference. They
came early, worked late and were eager to
help again each day. TxDOT volunteers
provided the personal touch for the AASHTO
delegates with one-on-one service, even tak-
ing two delegates to the emergency room and
staying with them until they were treated.

"Our TxDOT volunteers put the sparkle
and shine on the conference which is what
we wanted to accomplish," said Mary
Hobson, Fort Worth District public trans-
portation funding administrator, who coor-
dinated transportation for the off-site events
and hotel shuttles. "Our drivers and volun-
teers ran off adrenaline. When you saw the
delegates having fun, you wanted to work
even harder to continue to see them have
fun."

It wasn't all work for AASHTO delegates

"Our TxDOT volunteers put the sparkle

and shine on the conference, which is

what we wanted to accomplish."

- Mary Hobson

during the conference. The hospitality
room, tours and off-site events planned by
the Travel Division gave delegates a lasting
impression of Texas. Guided by TxDOT's
own expert travel counselors, the six, spe-
cially designed tours highlighted Fort
Worth, Dallas, Granbury, Southfork Ranch,
a Texas Rodeo, and shopping at the
Galleria. Kicking up their heels at Billy
Bob's and Texas Lil's Dude Ranch gave the
delegates the opportunity first-hand to
experience Texas as they imagined.

Many volunteers reflected on their work
on the conference with a sense of pride. Fort
Worth District graphics coordinator Tom
Williams, who coordinated all computer
operations during the conference, summed
it up best. "I had a lot of fun meeting so
many people from so many states and mak-
ing the conference a success. It was a great
life experience that I wouldn't trade."

TxDOT last hosted the AASHTO
Annual Meeting 31 years ago, November
1970, in Houston when the department was
still the Texas Highway Department.

AASHTO is a nonprofit, nonpartisan
association representing highway and trans-
portation departments in the 50 states, the
District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. It
represents five transportation modes: air,
highways, public transportation, rail, and
water. Its primary goal is to foster the devel-
opment, operation and maintenance of an
integrated national transportation system.
AASHTO advocates transportation poli-
cies, provides technical services, demon-
strates the contributions of transportation,
and facilitates institutional change. *

Federal transportation chief calls for renewed security efforts
Continued from Page 1

in the administration's "continuing efforts to
return our skies, our roads and highways, and
our ports and waterways to the American
people who own them."

Magaw has been described as a "career law
enforcement official and terrorism expert."
He took over the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms after the tragedy near Waco in
1993. Magaw will report to an oversight
panel that includes Mineta, the U.S. attorney
general, and a representative from the Office
of Homeland Security.

Mike Behrens, TxDOT executive director,
said the department is vigilant and is pre-
pared to respond as necessary to any major
incident. He noted that people of the depart-
ment have responded through the years to
any number of such events. "I know Texas
can count on the people of TxDOT to be
ready and able to respond to whatever may
come our way," Behrens said.

In his remarks, Mineta observed how the
events of Sept. 11, 2001, have changed the

"I know Texas can count on the people of

TxDOT to be ready and able to respond

to whatever may come our way."

- Mike Behrens

agenda for transportation officials across the
country.

"Eight short months ago, when I first
spoke to AASHTO, the Department of
Transportation's primary focus was on closing
the gap between transportation demand and
the capacity of our transportation infrastruc-
ture," Mineta said.

He said the challenge still remains and
that his department would maintain its part-
nership with AASHTO to address the mat-
ter "together during reauthorization of TEA-
21." The Transportation Equity Act for the
21st Century (TEA-21) provides for distri-
bution of federal funds to the states for trans-
portation purposes.

Because of the terrorist attacks, however,

Mineta said it is now necessary that
"throughout the Department of
Transportation, across every mode, we are
moving rapidly to reach the desired level of
protection for the high-value, high-conse-
quence transportation assets."

He touched on two other points of signifi-
cance to transportation officials. He said the
federal transportation department would
continue to focus on "streamlining the envi-
ronmental planning and permitting process
to ensure that needed transportation projects
are not unnecessarily delayed."

Mineta then reminded the delegates of his
remarks to them last February regarding the
need for "effective stewardship when large
sums of taxpayer dollars are spent on public
works projects." He said, "We must be vigi-
lant in our efforts - and ensure we have the
necessary mechanisms - to prevent and
detect waste, fraud, and abuse."

Mineta continued, "As we begin the TEA-
21 reauthorization process, I want to examine
how our oversight of financial management
and program integrity can be strengthened." *
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Commuter rail connects
Dallas and Fort Worth
By Jodi Hodges
Fort Worth District

All Aboard!! On Dec. 3, the Trinity
Railway Express' grand opening ceremonies
celebrated its new $245 million commuter
rail line between downtown Fort Worth
and downtown Dallas. Almost 12,000 rid-
ers took the inaugural 34-mile trip on the
Trinity Railway Express, ending a nearly
70-year span since rail last connected the
cities.

At a one-way cost of $4, the distinctive
Texas Lone Star designed trains serve 13
cities and two counties with 10 stations
along the rail line. The success of the
Trinity Railway Express is stimulating
interest in opening additional rail corridors
throughout the region, including creating a
spur from the rail line directly to the
Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport
terminals.

"This should help mobility, both for pas-
sengers and freight movement. When you

look at our highway system, we need the

relief that rail has to offer," said Mike
Behrens, TxDOT executive director.

With the Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex

the fastest-growing metro area among the
10 most populous U.S. metros and a seri-

ous non-attainment region for air quality,

the Trinity Railway Express project is a

welcome multi-modal service for motorists

that has been a result of excellent regional

and intergovernmental cooperation. The
service is a joint project of the Fort Worth

Transportation Authority, Dallas Area
Rapid Transit, the cities of Fort Worth and
Dallas, Tarrant County, Texas Department
of Transportation, Federal Highway

Administration and Federal Transit
Administration.

The Trinity Railway Express is averaging

8,000 riders per day, and the North Central
Texas Council of Governments projects

more than 11,000 riders by 2010. *

By Dusti Miller
Vehicle Titles & Registration

AUSTIN - Kandi Marcyes, employed
with TxDOT since June 1999, is the exec-
utive assistant for Jerry Dike, director of
TxDOT's Vehicle Titles and Registration
Division. Now she is part of Olympic his-
tory.

Two weeks before Christmas, she was
among many in a relay to carry the
Olympic torch through Austin on its way
to Salt Lake City, the site of the 2002
Winter Olympic Games.

The Games officially begin when the
Olympic flame is lighted during the open-
ing ceremonies.

Marcyes wore an official torchbearer
outfit, and she was able to keep the torch
that she carried. Each torch was engraved
with the Olympic theme of the 2002
games, "Light the Fire Within."

"It was such a unique and uplifting
experience," she said. "It totally surpassed
my expectations. It wasn't about the indi-
vidual torchbearers, but about the flame
and what it represents, the crowd who
came out to support us in the rain and
cold, and the spirit of the Olympics. I am
very grateful that I was able to have a part
in the Olympic tradition."

Her participation in the torch relay
began when the relay committee requested
nominations for torchbearers. Nominees
were to be inspiring community members
and hometown heroes. Marcyes nominated
Dana Lovvorn, who suffers from sclero-
derma, an autoimmune disease.

The effects of scleroderma are harden-
ing of the skin and internal organs. In the
United States, one in every 4,000 persons
has scleroderma. The cause is unknown.
Of the diagnosed cases, 80 percent of

Kandi Marcyes
cares the
Olympic torch as
part of the

country rl
that came
through Austin
two weeks
before Christunas.
She said the
experience was
"unique Ad

upifting."
TxDOT photo / Geoff Appold

those infected are women.
"Dana is a woman of tremendous

courage and strength," Marcyes said. "She
constantly amazes me."

Marcyes was asked to participate in the
torch relay with Lovvorn. Each woman
walked briskly over the one-fifth mile seg-
ment as the flame and its bearer passed
south of downtown Austin.

The journey of the flame through
Austin included a segment with Lance
Armstrong, the three-time winner of the
Tour de France. He carried the flame while
riding a bike down Congress Avenue.

The torch relay began its winding 65-
day course across America on Dec. 4 in
Atlanta. It is scheduled to arrive Feb. 8 in
Salt Lake City. The identity of the final
torchbearer won't be known until that
moment.

In all, the flame will travel 13,500 miles
by air, train, ship, dogsled, snowmobile,
horse-drawn sleigh, and other modes of
transport, including runners who will carry
the torch for 17 percent of the distance. *

AWARDS PRESENTED

A Texas road project, a TxDOT photograph,
and team efforts by TxDOT people won praise
during the course of the AASHTO annual
meeting in Fort Worth.

GOLD AWARD: The National Partnership
for Highway Quality, a partner with AASHTO,
presented its Gold Award for a Texas road
project during the AASHTO conference. The
group is a partnership of federal and state
highway officials and leaders in the road con-
struction industry.

The award recognizes the U.S. 77/U.S. 83
(Interstate 69) Expressway Extension and
Veterans International Bridge Construction at
Los Tomates, in Brownsville.

The project was among 11 recognized with
the group's Gold Award. The awards recognize
transportation projects "that deliver the high-
est quality results for the highway customer."

The Brownsville project added a two-mile
long, four-lane divided highway that connects
with the Veterans International Bridge. This
provides a way for large trucks engaged in
international commerce to avoid the congest-
ed downtown crossing to Mexico.

0 PHOTO AWARD: A photo by Michael
Amador of the TxDOT Travel Division was rec-
ognized as second-place winner in the AASH-
TO photo contest. "Faces of Transportation"
was the contest theme. The photo, which
appeared last year in Transportation News,
shows men working on a roadside during a
windstorm.

Amador works from Austin as a still pho-
tographer and produces multi-media pro-
grams in the Travel Division's Audiovisual
Production Section. He joined TxDOT n 1992
as a photographer for the Dallas District
Public Information Office and transferred to
the Travel Division in 1995.

Jim Richardson, a photographer for
National Geographic magazine, selected the
winners from among more than 50 entries.

TRAILBLAZER AwARDs: Five TxDOT projects
received the AASHTO Trailblazer Award for
team excellence and quality. All nominees
were judged against the national Baldrige
Criteria for Quality. Among the 22 projects
receiving the award, the five from TxDOT
included the following: the Fort Worth District
Employee Trip Reduction Team, Fort Worth's
TransVISION Intelligent Transportation System
team, the Human Resources Division team
for intranet development, the TxDOT team for
transportation planning and programming,
and the TxDOT team for development of auto-
mated, consolidated and standardized public
notices.

AASHTO 2001 Texas Host Committee

Chair: Cathy Williams

Vice-Chair: Shawna Russell

Arrangements Committee Chairs:

Johnette Williams, Joel Mallard

Entertainment Committee Chairs:

Doris Howdeshell, Brenda Harper

Finance Committee Chair: Virgil Finley

Publicity Committee Chair: Jodi Hodges

Registration Committee Chair: Kathy Neely

Transportation Committee Chairs:
Mary Hobson, Charlotte Baggett

Logistics: Helen Havelka, Patti Ball

TxDOT employee participates
in Winter Olympic torch relay
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quality. With the commission's approval, the
reduced speed limits become law on a given
stretch of highway when the signs are
changed to reflect the lower speed limit. The
speed-limit signs will be changed beginning
later this month.

APPOINTMENT ANNOUNCED: Rogelio (Roy) F.
Garcia, PE., has been appointed district cen-
tral design engineer for the Laredo District.
The appointment took effect Dec. 1. Under
the general direction of the deputy district
engineer, Garcia oversees the planning and
preparation of designs for the district's newly
created central design section. Garcia is
familiar with the responsibilities of the posi-
tion as he held the position of Laredo Dis-
trict design engineer from February 1994 to
September 1999.

Since then, he has served as assistant area
engineer for the Laredo Area Office. He has
worked with TxDOT 16 years. After gradua-
tion from Texas A&I University in Kingsville
in May 1985, he began his employment with
the State Department of Highways and
Public Transportation. As an engineer-in-
training for the Pearsall Residency of the San
Antonio District, he was involved in design,
construction, and maintenance activities for
projects in Frio and La Salle counties. He
received his professional engineer license and
advanced to the level of assistant area engi-
neer during this tenure before moving to
Laredo.

LUFIN JOINS HOLIAY PARADE: The Lufkin
District float took top honors at the recent
annual Lufkin Holiday Extravaganza Christ-
mas Parade. The event marked the city's first
Christmas parade at night since the 1950s.
The float, built on nights and weekends by
members of the district's Activities Commit-
tee, focused on the theme of "Star-Spangled
Christmas." District employees walked beside

the float handing out candy to people lining
the parade route. The "Star Spangled Christ-
mas" float took the top prize in the parade,
receiving the Sweepstakes Award, topping all
other parade entries.

HENRY APPOINTED To HOUSTON PosmoN:
Pat Henry, RE., has been appointed director
of project development in the Houston Dis-
trict. The appointment took effect Dec. 1.
He is a 1982 graduate of the University of
Houston, from which he received a bachelor's
of science degree in civil engineering. He
began his career with TxDOT in 1984 in
central design & plan review as a roadway
design engineer.

In 1989 he was selected to be in the first
group to take part in the Master's Program at
Texas A&M University. He graduated in
1991 with a master's of science degree in civil
engineering.

Other assignments in his career included
more than two years in district maintenance.
For six years, he also supervised design sup-
port functions such as pavement design, rail-
road coordination, mapping, traffic control,
design concept conferences, utility coordina-
tion, and design exceptions. He had been
assistant director of district design since
1999.

DIRECTOR OF CONSTRUCTION: James Klotz,
P.E., has been appointed director of con-
struction for the Austin District. The
appointment took effect Dec. 1. In his new
position, he will oversee all construction
operations for one of the most rapidly grow-
ing areas in the state. Klotz is a 1979 civil
engineering graduate of the University of
Texas and has been with TxDOT for 21
years. His career with TxDOT began in
1980. He worked in various area offices in
Central Texas including in Bastrop, North
Travis and South Travis. In 1994, he became
the North Travis assistant area engineer. The
next year he was selected as the Georgetown

area engineer. In December 2000, he was
selected as area engineer for the North Travis
Area.

PLATE PROMOTES FOOTBALL TEAM: The
Vehicle Titles and Registration Division
issued the Dallas Cowboys license plate in
December. It is the first plate available in the
new category of professional sports teams.
Money raised by the sale of the plates will be
used for stadium renovation and construction
at the team's home field. Applications for the
plates are now available online through
www.dot.state.tx.us. The plates cost $35 plus
the regular registration fee.

DEFERRED COMPENSATION PLANS: TxDOT
employees participating in the Texa$aver
401(k) and 457 deferred compensation plans
can find out more about changes in those
plans that took effect Jan. 1.

Among the changes are increased maxi-
mums for contributions, and a new catch-up
provision for participants 50 years and older.

The changes result from the federal
Economic Growth and Tax Relief Reconciliation
Act that was signed into law last June.

Details of the changes are available online
at the website for the Employee Retirement
System (ERS). Click the Texa$aver tab.

Similar details are scheduled to be posted
on the intranet site (Crossroads) for the
TxDOT Human Resources Division.
Through the division's site, people may access
the homepage for Deferred Compensation.

Information also will be posted on the
Public Information Office intranet site for
Transportation News Online.

Information also is available through
CitiStreet (1-800-634-5091). CitiStreet
administers the deferred compensation plans
for TxDOT employees.

Nancy Crocker of the Human Resources
Division can provide more information. She
can be reached in Austin at 512-486-5373. *

Retirements W
AUSUST 2001
Amarillo District
Kenneth B. Friemel
Engineering Technician Ill
23 Years

Austin District
Curtis E. Stabeno
Manager IV
40 Years

SEPTEMBER 2001
Yoakum District
Joe W. Heins
Transportation Maintenance Specialist 1
37 Years

OCTOBER 2001
Yoakum District
Glenn R. Mikesh
Transportation Maintenance Specialist V
37 Years

NOVEMBER 2001
Corpus Christi District
Rene Longoria
Transportation Maintenance Specialist Ill
20 Years

Dallas District
Jimmy D. McFarland
Manager II
28 Years

DECEMBER 2001
Austin District
Henry J. Ward Jr.
Engineering Technician IIl
31 Years

Brownwood District
Jimmy W. Sharp
Program Administrator IIl
35 Years

Childress District
Gerald W. Myers
Transportation Maintenance Specialist IV
32 Years

Bobby G. Williams
Engineering Specialist
31 Years

Corpus Christi District
Jose S. Martinez
Manager IIl
34 Years

El Paso District
Lorenzo Ortega
Engineering Technician V
34 Years

Manuel Salas
Engineering Technician V
32 Years

Raymond Guerra Jr.
Engineering Specialist Ill
38 Years

Houston District
Charles L. Davidson
Engineering Specialist V
32 Years

Francis E. Wilson
Engineering Specialist Ill
32 Years

Charlie Reeves
Engineering Technician Ill
29 Years

Laredo District
Jesus M. Jimenez, Maintenance Technician IV
27 Years

Lufkdn District
Truman H. Johnson
Transportation Maintenance Tech IV
34 Years

Leslie F. Cameron
Transportation Maintenance Tech I
26 Years

Pharr District
Mary Pilar Bolado
Program Specialist IV
27 Years

Tranquilino Pena
Engineering Tech IV
26 Years

Jesus Caltzontzint, Jr.
Auditor V
36 Years

San Angelo District
Joe Lopez
Engineering Technician Ill
28 years

Zane M. Gray
Engineering Technician Ill
29 years

Yoakum District
Alton C. Dittrich
Transportation Maintenance Specialist I
37 Years

General Services Division
Howard C. Cochran Jr.
Staff Services Director
38 Years

Human Resources Division
Manuel Torres
Program Administrator V
6 Years

Occupational Safety Division
Leroyce Jones
Risk Management Specialist IlIl
12 Years

JANUARY 2002
El Paso District
Vicente Luna
Transportation Maintenance Specialist Ill
35 Years

Houston District
John E. Raby
Engineering Technician IlIl
29 Years

Laredo District
Alejandro Medina
Engineering Technician Ill
23 Years

Information Systems Division
Earl Cunningham, Jr.
System Support Specialist IV
22 Years
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Service Awards
Abilene District
15 years
Kevin W. Smith
10 years
Jeffrey B. Parker

Amarillo District
35 years
Danny J. Whitney
20 years
Alfredo Delagarza
15 years
Tommy J. Mitchell
Baltasar C. Perales Jr.
10 years
Larry L. Miller
5 years
Richard C. Lewis
Joe N. Marquez

Atlanta District
35 years
Gary D. Gage
25 years
Theotis L. Morrow
20 years
George G. Bounds
Bradford H. Ford
15 years
Marlin M. Bishop
James G. Simmons
Neal W. Walker
5 years
Terri L. Jolly
Claud R. Lummus

Austin District
25 years
Benjamin F. Locklear Sr.
20 years
Steven W. Schmidt
15 years
James T. Bishop
Andrew Bozek
Thomas E. Kroese
5 years
Richard L. Parker

Beaumont Dstrct
*a y
Jimmy D. Powell Jr.
15 years
Jess E. Gregory
5 years
Laura L. Babin

Brownwood District
25 years
Jimmie L. Gickhom
20 years
Inez R. Dimas
Travis L. Rogers
15 years
Neil W. Eisenbach

Bryan District
15 years
Russell R. Stauffer Jr.
5 years
William H. Barnes

Childress District
20 years
Daniel E. Brown
5 years
Donald P Fleming

Corpus Christi District
40 years
Anton F. Windmeyer
20 years
George D. Aguilar
Luis R. Aleman
Bruce Butler
Jeffrey M. Cox
Alfredo F. Naranjo
15 years
Juan N. Cantu
Domingo Garcia
Rodolfo Landa
Vance A. Woods
10 years
Tomas C. Trevino

Dallas District
20 years
Dennis F. Hall
John H. Hicks
15 years
Ezell Brown
Ronnie L. Jenkins
Jeffrey B. Martin
Dejan Perge
Martin L. Reese
5 years
Madhab P Banskota
Glynnis C. Burch
Sandral M. Davis
Maad A. Hassan
John C. Kennedy Jr.
Marx C. Madison

El Paso District
5 years
Jesus C. GranoBarry 0. McLain
Michael W. Rivera
Ricardo T. Sanchez
Robert W. Tate

Fort Worth District
25 years
John A. Terry
15 years
William J. Padon
Karen J. Swearingen
Thomas P Williams
Billy C. Wilson
5 years
William L. Dilworth
Jefferey P Tomkins

Houston District
20 years
Billie P Foerster
15 years
Steven J. Austin
Larry W. Blackbum
Donald Guidry
Larry J. Johnson
Martin R. Kalinowski Jr.
Ivory Mayhorn Jr.
Emmanuel 0. Offodile
Joseph A. Waring
Wayne L. Welsh
Ricky A. Wrobliski
10 years
Henry W. Ellis IlIl
Pat N. Nwachukwu
Johnny R. Vasquez
5 years
Paul E. Martin
John D. Suayn
Ugonna Ughanze

Laredo District
20 years
Alfredo Becerra Jr.
Luana M. Gonzalez
15 years
Vidal G. Diaz Jr.
Heriberto G. Rodriguez
5 years
Mirelda Cavazos
David B. Garza
Rene A. Garza
Edmundo L. Maldonado
Alberto R. Ramirez
Priscilla G. Reyna

Lubbock District
25 years
Bruce K. Braddock
10 years
Jose J. Lopez
5 years
James D. Gilbert

Lufkin District
30 years
Durwood J. Long
5 years
Ronald W. Evers
Daniel J. Holman

Odessa District
15 years
Reymond E. Brown
Benjamin Hinojos
Samuel F. Jackson
Mike R. Martinez
Mary S. 0. Relly
Gonzalo C. Ulate

Paris District
20 years
Stanley R. Francis
15 years
Jimmy D. Mathis
Felton W. Phillips
5 years
Kevin T. Gee

Pharr District
30 years
James R. Baker
20 years
Esteban Gonzales
Armandina R. Olvera
15 years
Eduardo Gonzalez
5 years
Rene Garza

San Angelo District
30 years
Jack D. Lane
25 years
Charles H. Jones
5 years
Timothy M. Sims

San Antonio District
35 years
David C. Lutz
30 years
Michael S. Pirtle
20 years
Antonio H. Arredondo Ill
15 years
Daniel R. Esquivel
Janice M. Gieber
Peter E. Groff
Sam H. Hutchison
Alberto G. Sanchez
John E. Trevino
10 years
Monica Muniz
5 years
Jerald J. Chamiak
Oscar Deleon
Bill T. Jurczyn
Frederick L. Ketchum Jr.

Tyler District
15 years
Roger E. Bateman
10 years
Alfonso T. Sparks

Waco District
25 years
Howard E. Nelson Jr.
15 years
Kevin W. Dickey
Roger C. Meador

Wichita Falls District
35 years
Larry N. Woolf
15 years
Wally L. Martinez Jr.
Edward W. Widders
10 years
Ronney L. Stone

Yoakum District
35 years
Raymond G. Schumann
20 years
Wesley A. Abraham
Mark W. Litzmann
15 years
Mark A. Harmon
Donald R. Holik
David G. Stastny
5 years
Jason E. Enoch
Kyle A. Novicke

Bridge Division
15 years
Mickey M. Estlack
5 years
Sammy K. McLain

Construction Division
15 years
Joe J. Seiders Jr.
5 years
Richard P Izzo
MarIon D. McGhee
David R. Tovar

General Services Division
20 years
Darrell G. Reece
5 years
Eugene R. Trevino

Human Resources
Division
15 years
Tara S. Griswold
Gilbert S. Sylva
10 years
Lyle L. Looger
5 years
Lisa M. Martinez
Jennifer L. Williams

Information Systems
Division
20 years
Christi M. Holman
Byron J. Miller
15 years
Edward H. Lybrand
Holly M. Outlaw
Leslie A. Woodard
5 years
Hector C. Hernandez

Maintenance Division
15 years
Mary C. Barry
5 years
Elizabeth A. Hogeda-Romo

Occupational Safety
Division
15 years
Bart A. Gamer

Right of Way Division
25 years
Randall W. Anderson
15 years
Teresa G. Evans
Linda G. Fields

Transportation Planning &
Programming Division
20 years
Richard Cortez
5 years
Eric V. DeLaughter

Vehicle Titles &
Registration Division
30 years
Stephen Elsner
Claudia S. Woods
20 years
Julia G. Ross
Dirinda J. Sharp
15 years
Stephen E. Williams
10 years
Deborah M. Elison

In Memoriam
Amarillo District Corpus Christi District
Leslie L. Clark Domingo Olivarez
Maintenance Technician IlIl Maintenance Technician II
retired in 1975 retired in 1990
died August 24, 2001 died October 11, 2001

Dorothy G. Holubec ChlIdess District
Administrative Technician Ill Don H. Burchett
retired in 1987 Maintenance Technician Ill
died September 27, 2001 retired in 1986

died October 13, 2001
Austin District
Lawrence F Metzger Dallas District
Maintenance Technician Ill Joseph B. Blair
retired in 1974 Engineering Technician Ill
died September 26, 2001 retired in 2000

died October 19, 2001
Beaumont District
Izell Ward Clara S. Mason
Maintenance Technician Engineering Assistant I
retired in 1994 retired in 1976
died October 19, 2001 died October 24, 2001

Brownwood District Fredrick Reglin Jr.
William 0. Smith Engineer IV
Maintenance Technician IlIl retired in 1981
retired in 1974 died October 10, 2001
died October 18, 2001

Clarence N. Shelton
Bryan District Maintenance Technician Ill
Billy Chappell retired in 1981
Maintenance Construction Foreman died October 15, 2001
Ill
retired in 1986 El Paso District
died October 16, 2001 Billy J. Fitzpatrick

Right of Way Agent IIl
Junior L. Gaskin retired in 1972
Engineer Technician IV died September 15, 2001
retired in 1985
died September 23, 2001

Roderick Olivas
Program Administrator II
retired in 2000
died December 3, 2001

Fort Worth District
Robert L. Dove Jr.
Administrative Technician Ill
retired in 1991
died October 16, 2001

Martin E. Lowke
Maintenance Foreman IlIl
retired in 1979
died October 1, 2001

Houston District
Brenno A. Battistoni, Radio
Communications Technician
retired in 1998
died October 10, 2001

Lewis D. Dailey
Maintenance Technician IlIl
retired in 1984
died October 6, 2001

Dean F. Merck
Engineer II
retired in 1993
died September 22, 2001

Donald E. Mueller
Maintenance Technician Ill
retired in 1993
died June 26, 2001

Laredo District
Atanacio G. Maldonado
Maintenance Technician Ill
retired in 1977
died September 22, 2001

Lubbock District
Eugene C. Bradford
Design Supervisor
retired in 1984
died October 3, 2001

Lufkin District
Charles E. Redden
Maintenance Technician Ill
retired in 1990
died October 1, 2001

Paris District
Clarence M. Haygood
Maintenance Technician Ill
retired in 1983
died October 21, 2001

John A. Ragsdale
Engineering Technician V
retired in 1976
died October 11, 2001

Pharr District
Roberto S. Martinez
Engineer IV
retired in 1993
died October 5, 2001

Raul Sanchez
Engineering Technician Ill
retired in 1984
died October 10, 2001

San Antonio District
Billy G. Owens
Chief of Staff Services
retired in 1992
died October 17, 2001

John H. Walker
Maintenance Technician IlIl
retired in 1988
died September 23, 2001

Tyler District
Andrew J. Scott
Maintenance Construction
Superintendent II
retired in 1976
died October 17, 2001

Wichita Falls District
Preston B. Lucas
Maintenance Technician Ill,
retired in 1985
died September 9, 2001

Yoakum District
Oliver C. Hengst
Engineering Technician V
retired in 1986
died September 16, 2001

August P Orsak
Maintenance Technician Ill
retired in 1974
died October 8, 2001

Travel Division
Tom H. Taylor
Division Director
retired in 1986
died May 10, 2001
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Letters
Compliments follow quick action
to ease Yoakum District flooding

I would suppose that compliments for a
job well done in the public sector are some-
what rare.

Please take pride in knowing that your
people here in the Edna maintenance office
are of that fine quality and caring.

During the recent flooding rains, our
street and area were badly flooded, with only
inches to spare from flooding some homes
here on Davis St., and the Edna Presbyterian
Church on Apollo Drive (FM1822).

I called the maintenance office to see if
someone would look at the problem. I
already knew the pipe at Fredrich's Drive-in
Grocery and the ditch along Apollo to Gayle
St. was badly plugged, with only a trickle of
water being moved toward Gayle.

Lucky for us, the rain stopped before
water rose into our homes.

When conditions improved, your guys were
taking charge of cleaning the problem areas.

Truly, I am proud of this quick response
from our local team.

Hopefully, sir, I trust you too are proud of
your staff.

I personally thanked the lady in the office,
with hopes she would pass it on to the others.

Barring any stopped-up pipes under FM
1822, I expect a great improvement in get-
ting the water out of here in the future.

Thanks for a job well done - quickly.
Jerome E. Tater
Edna, TX

Bruce Bayless, Yoakum district engineer, received
this letter. Edna is located in Jackson County where
Bobby Mozisek is the maintenance supervisor. The
area engineer is Reuben J. PetrusekJr.

Helpfulness draws praise for two
from couple who built new home

In this day and age, when prompt service
and the ability to speak to a real person on
the telephone are rare commodities, we
should be especially appreciative when it
happens. It is forrthis reason that we are
writing this letter.

We wish to express our thanks and sincere
appreciation for the courteous, prompt and
most helpful service that we received from
the employees in your Daingerfield office.
We did not obtain all the names of those
involved, but there were several.

Specifically, we would like to commend
Roy Russett and Barbara Wyatt for their
excellent response to our problems, questions
and requests during the last six months.

We built a new house on Highway 77 in
Naples, and knew almost nothing of the
department criteria pertaining to placement
of driveway, property lines, easements, move-
ment of signs, etc.

Both Mr. Russett and Ms. Wyatt are very
knowledgeable, courteous, kind, considerate
and, above all, patient. They each demon-
strated a sincere willingness to help in any
way they could. We are both 70+ years of
age, less than a year married, and first-timers
in such a venture, we needed lots of help.

Please extend our gratitude and apprecia-
tion to these employees - they represent the
Texas Department of Transportation in a
very positive way and are, indeed, great

assets to the State of Texas!
Thank you for your assistance in helping

us convey our feelings.
Wes and Jo Vissering
Naples, TX

Roy Russett is the maintenance section supervisor
and Barbara Wyatt is the office managerfor the
Daingerfield maintenance section.

Pastor describes TxDOT 'angels'
who provided roadside help

Last week, three of your employees were
like angels sent from God to my wife and me.

We were returning home from a ministers
meeting in Fort Davis and had just entered
the outskirts of Rankin, when the van we
were driving had a blowout on the right
front tire.

We had hardly opened the tailgate to get
out the tools to change the tire when two
TxDOT vehicles stopped to render assis-
tance.

As it turned out, the van was not
equipped with a lug wrench. Without their
wonderful assistance, we would have been
stopped for a long time.

They provided safety for us, and they
changed the tire. They made certain we were
safely on our way, staying with us on the side
of the road until the tire was repaired, and all
was as it should be.

I wrote down their names and license
numbers of their vehices, Iaetin riemnii-
sion of the day, this information was lost. I
do not have their names, but they will always
be thought of as our angels of mercy.

Please convey to them our deepest appre-
ciation for their thoughtfulness and care.

Bert A. Bronaugh, Pastor
Rankin, TX

While the letter-writer did not know their
names, Transportation News was able to find them:
JoseA. Diaz, Ruben G. Molina and Steve W
Esparza are allfrom McCamey maintenance sec-
tion. Roberto Marquez is the maintenance supervi-
sor in McCamey.

Couple expresses thanks for help;
two from TxDOT came to their aid

A very special "Thank You" goes out to
two of your workers, but we never even got
their names.

They really worked hard to get the spare
tire out from underneath the pickup.
Without their help we'd probably have been
sitting up there in the hot sun by ourselves
for who knows how long.

These men will know who they are when
you say that you heard from a man who is 80
years old and is limited to what he can do.

We are from Pennsylvania and on our way
to Brownsville. He can't drive after dark, so
we were very anxious to be on our way when
they had the spare tire on.

Thank you so much.
Ruth & Leon Neff
Pennsylvania

This letter was addressed to Rosendo Moreno,
maintenance supervisor and received in the Refugio
maintenance office in the Corpus Christi District.
The two men mentioned in the letter are Albert
Perez andJuan Valenzuela. Both are technicians in
Refugio maintenance ofice.
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Calendar
2002
JANUARY
6.9 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
14 Alcohol Forum, Austin, TRF
21 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (holiday)
31 Commission Meeting, Austin

FEBRUARY
5-6 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
5-8 Right of Way Administrator's Meeting, Austin,

ROW
16 President's Day (holiday)
28 Commission Meeting, Lufkin

MARCH
5-6 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
19-20 2002 Construction Conference, Waco, CST
20-22 Texas Aviation Conference, Austin, AVN
28 Commission Meeting, Austin
29 Good Friday (optional holiday)

APRIL
2-3 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
24 2002 Design Conference, San Antonio, DES
16-17 Maintenance Conference, San Antonio, MNT
25 Commission Meeting, Abilene
24-25 Dispute Resolution Conference, TBA, CST

MAY
7-8 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
27 Memorial Day (holiday)
30 Commission Meeting, Austin

JUNE
3-7 18th Annual Internal Audit Conference, Austin,

AUD
4-5 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
4-7 2002 Transportation Planning Conference,

San Antonio, TPP
11-13 2002 TxDOT Bridge Engineers Conference,

Austin, BRG
19 Emancipation Day (minimum staff holiday)

The complete TxDOT Calendar Is on the Intranet at
http://crossroads/org/pIo/artIces/calendw.htm


