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Staying safe is
an everydayjlobIt's summer, and that generally means two things

for our employees - many of us will see more traf-
fic in our work areas and many of us will spend

time with family and/or friends on vacation.
I am especially concerned about the first item. Now,

don't jump to the conclusion that I think the latter isn't
important. Each employee is entitled to and should
take some time away from work.

For those employees who physically work on any
part of our 77,000-mile highway system, I cannot
emphasize enough the importance of safety, especially
during the summer months.

I want to take this
opportunity to assure all
employees that I am an
avid supporter of our safe-
ty program. It is important
that we think about safety,
not only to protect our-
selves, but also the drivers
around us.

With the help of the
safety coordinators in the
districts and the support of
the Occupational Safety

Wes Heald Division, we can do our

part to keep our work

Straight talk areas safe.
Consider safety to be

an everyday job for every-
one at TxDOT, not just for those who have "safety" in
their job title.

Safety is something we take for granted, especially
when we are doing routine jobs. But whether we are
setting one cone or full traffic-control, we cannot afford
to skip any steps. I don't want us to take any shortcuts
that could put our lives or the lives of others in danger.
No shortcut is worth it.

I realize that even though we can do everything
right, there is no guarantee we won't be involved in an
accident. There is some luck involved in staying safe,
but I firmly believe that practicing good habits is
important.

It is difficult for everyone when an employee is
injured or killed while on the job. Many of us, especial-
ly in the districts, have not been spared from this expe-
nence.

I am also no stranger in dealing with on-the-job
accidents and fatalities. While I was in the Fort Worth
District, we had two work-related fatalities. I can tell
you, it is painful.

Every supervisor should have a heartfelt concern
for the safety of their employees and the traveling pub-
lic. I challenge each of you as a TxDOT leader to make
safety an important part of your daily operations.

We must never be satisfied until we have eliminated
all accidents. Some folks will say that you have to be
lucky to experience zero accidents, but I believe that
the harder you work at safety, the fewer accidents you
will have.

And to each and every employee, I ask you to fol-
low all departmental safety procedures and to watch
out for your co-workers. Every employee is important
to TxDOT. *

Wes Heald is executive director of the Texas
Department of Transportation.

Outside jobs can put you
at risk for heat illnesses

With more than half of the
employees at TxDOT working F Avoiding heat....
outdoors, heat stress is always
a concern. Every employee Umit your time in the heat
should be aware of the body's a Pero m hot jobs in the cooler
reaction to heat. Sweating is partofte day or year
the primary way the body a Prov e cool areas to rest
cools itself and maintains its ETk ftst breaks during work
normal temperature (about s y water intake
98.6 degrees Fahrenheit). Prob- 'e'o tn the heat -

lems develop when the envi- V857da#eida Let your body adapt to the heat
ronmental temperature a Stay physiHy fit
approaches normal skin tem- a Recognize the signs of heat stress
peratures. When this happens, and respect your llmlts
the body has a hard time cool- Oega g aDoi
ing itself, and the results can
include heat fatigue, heat
exhaustion or even heat stroke.

Heat fatigue symptoms can include a decline in coordination, alertness
and vigilance. These symptoms will improve as a tolerance to the heat is
developed.

Heat exhaustion is caused by the loss of large amounts of fluid by sweat-
ing. Symptoms include weakness or fatigue, giddiness, nausea or headache.
In serious cases, the victim may vomit or lose consciousness. The victim
should rest in a cool place and drink plenty of liquids.

Heat stroke is the most serious health problem related to heat exposure.
The body's internal cooling system fails, and sweating becomes inadequate.
Symptoms include the skin being hot, usually dry, red or spotted. Body tem-
perature is usually 105 degrees F or higher, and the victim is confused, can
have convulsions or lose consciousness. Heat stroke victims require immedi-
ate hospitalization. First aid should be administered at once. This includes
moving the victim to a cool area, thoroughly soaking the victim's clothing
with water and vigorously fanning the body to increase cooling. Early recog-
nition and treatment of heat stroke is the only means of preventing perma-
nent brain damage or death. *

- Michele Regis, Occupational Safety Division

Bernethy, Sanchez leaving TxDOT
Gary Bemethy, head of TxDOT's

Right of Way Division (ROW), and El
Paso District Engineer Eddie Sanchez
will leave the department at the end of
this month.

Bemethy retires after 32 years of ser-
vice, while Sanchez resigned his posi-
tion to join the private sector.

"We will greatly miss Gary and
Eddie. Their leadership and experience
have been instrumental in helping this
department provide a top-notch trans-
portation system," said Executive
Director Wes Heald, who plans to fill
these positions as quickly as possible.

Managing ROW since 1988, Ber-
nethy oversees the department's efforts
in acquiring right of way for highway
construction, providing relocation
assistance and payments, controlling
outdoor advertising along highways
and coordinating utility adjustments.

Bemethy began working for TxDOT
in 1966 as an engineering aide in the

Lubbock District. He held several posi-
tions in that district, including district
right of way engineer, district adminis-
trative engineer and assistant district
engineer.

A native of Littlefield, Bemethy
earned a bachelor's degree in industrial
engineering from Texas Tech University
in 1975. He was certified as a profes-
sional engineer in 1980.

Sanchez has been the district engi-
neer in El Paso since 1995. He joined
TxDOT in 1982 as an engineering assis-
tant at the South Bexar residency office
in the San Antonio District. He worked
in the district's Special Design Office
and was the Uvalde area engineer
before becoming the deputy district
engineer in San Antonio.

A graduate of Texas A&M, Sanchez
earned a bachelor's degree and mas-
ter's degree in civil engineering. He
was named Civil Engineering Student
of the Year at A&M in 1980. *
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Doing a tough job fairly
OCC worker's comp adjuster Seaton has learned to tell truth, even if it hurts

Most of us go through life wanting to
be liked by others. We want to be
the good guy, the guy wearing the

white hat. We like to be the bearer of good
news, not bad.

But sometimes, in spite of our best inten-
tions, we find ourselves faced with having
to tell people the truth. And as we all know,
often the truth is not what some people
want to hear.

Janet Seaton, a loss-control representative
in TxDOT's Occupational Safety Division, is

no different
from anyone
else.

"It's always
hard having to
tell employees
that you're

denying their
claim for bene-
fits under the
Worker's Com-
pensation law,"
Seaton

Eoise Lundgren explained. "I can
see the frustra-

A Day in the Life ion alover
their faces, and,
as an employee,

I understand where they're coming from."
A licensed Worker's Compensation

adjuster, Seaton is responsible for investigat-
ing and coordinating claims from injured
employees in the Lufkin, Houston, Tyler,
Bryan, Paris, Beaumont and Atlanta districts.
Investigations can take anywhere from one
day to several weeks, depending on the
complexity of the claim.

"We're required to meet strict deadlines
under the worker's comp law," she said,
"and in order to do that, we must conduct
our investigation in a timely manner. We
face steep fines if we don't complete and ini-
tiate benefits on time."

Employees get injured in all kinds of
ways, according to Seaton. More often than
not, an injury will involve some lost time
from work. The investigation is short, with
the adjuster simply having to explain what
benefits are due the employee.

"Sometimes, there is no lost time
involved," she said, "but the claim looks
questionable. That's when I have to visit not
only with the employee, but also with his
supervisor, co-workers and other witnesses.

"I might have to inspect the workplace
for safety problems that would need to be
addressed by management," she continued.
"I could also be required to look over an
accident report, read doctors' statements and
take pictures of the accident scene. There
really isn't an 'average' investigation time."

Regardless of the length of time, adjusters
count on assistance from Austin co-workers,
field adjusters who are division employees
but reside and work in districts, supervisors,
the Occupational Safety Division director
and other administration members.

"I've met a lot of great department people
through my job," Seaton said. "We depend
on practically everyone to get information,
and everyone has been so helpful. I may
never get to meet some of these folks per-

Jh,

Janet Seaton, seated, a loss-control representative In tihe Occupational Satety Division, works with
adjuster Melynda Giivares.
sonally, although I talk to them on the phone
a lot. I hope they all know how much I
appreciate their help."

Seaton thinks some employees may have
the wrong impression that the division is
like a huge insurance company whose
adjusters only care about the bottom line -
saving money by not paying benefits.

"There's just a handful of us here," she
said, "and we want to take care of our
injured employees. We don't like to delay or
deny claims.

"We have to go by the law and not our
emotions," she added. "We have a responsi-
bility to the department, the law and the tax-
payer as well as to the employee."

The job really gets stressful, in Seaton's
opinion, when an employee is killed or
injured so seriously that it requires a major
life change.

"I've only had to investigate one fatality,"
she told me. "Probably the most difficult
thing I've ever had to do was go to this
employee's family's home and try to explain
benefits when they were beginning to
grieve. It's not an experience I ever want to
repeat."

Seaton is convinced that teamwork is the
key to getting their job done. "There's a lot
of work to do in the worker's comp arena,"
she said. "Things are always changing with
the law and we have to stay on top of these
changes.

"Those of us who work here in the divi-
sion talk regularly with the field adjusters,"
she continued, " and we cover for each other
if someone is off. We know we have to work
together or the job wouldn't get done."

At 18, Seaton began her career with
TxDOT in 1970, leaving for about a year
with the birth of her first child. She worked
for the Department of Health for about six
months before returning to her job as a sec-
retary in the Occupational Safety Division.

"I handled pre-employment physicals
and claims, covered other secretaries' desks
when they were out and basically did what-
ever I was told," she reminisced. "We all
cross-trained so we could move around and
do several jobs."

Having just graduated from Round Rock
High School, Seaton remembered that her
grandmother drove her to the interview. "I
had hardly ever driven in Austin," she said,
smiling, "and I was pretty green. The divi-
sion director and really just about everyone
here made me feel great."

Before long, Seaton was ordering com-
pensation checks, paying medical bills and
doing the payroll when the division director
offered her an adjuster's position.

"That was a pretty big step back then,"
she said. "We didn't have to go through the
same interviewing process we do now.

"Since I didn't take the exam for my
license until 1982,I didn't make settlements,
but that was about the only duty I couldn't
perform," she said. To keep their licenses
current, adjusters must complete 30 hours of
continuing education credits every two
years, so they spend a lot of time attending
seminars and workshops in order to keep
their licenses up to date.

Having worked for three division direc-
tors, Seaton has come to appreciate different
styles of management.

"The first director I worked for was very
hands-on," she said. "He was completely
involved in everything every step of the
way. He was tough, but fair, and I picked up
excellent work habits from him."

The current director, Ed Sims, according
to Seaton, lets "managers run their own sec-
tions. You go to him for help because you're
not afraid to ask him for help," she said.
"He's very easy to work with because we

Sm SusmN, PaO 13
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Driving
Continued from Page 1

age 6 and hitch the pickup to a trailer by age
10. "My parents encouraged me to drive,
especially my dad, due to the dangerous
nature of his business. If he got hurt, the
nearest medical care was often at least an
hour away," says Schlemeyer of the Austin
District's Right of Way Office.

Wes Heald, TxDOT's executive director,
and Kirby Pickett, deputy executive director,
learned to drive as young boys, taking
advantage of isolated roadways and low
speeds in vehicles that are now a rare sight
on the highways.

Heald learned to drive on a green 1940
Ford coupe while on a ranch in West Texas.
By age 6 he drove the car to bring lunch to
his father, who was working on the ranch.

"I would be on my knees on the seat and
Mom would get the car started for me,"
Heald says. "I guess it was more like guid-
ing than driving. I wasn't going more than 5
miles an hour."

Pickett learned to drive at age 12 in a
blue 1938 Ford with a 60-horsepower V8
engine and a three-on-the-floor stick shift.
He learned to drive while sitting on his
father's lap, unable to reach the pedals with
his feet. "But I learned how to steer. There
was not much traffic back then."

Although some TxDOT employees start-
ed driving well before they had attained
what is now the legal age, and on isolated
roadways where traffic wasn't much of a
problem, many found learning to drive an
exercise in humiliation and passing the dri-
ver's test a white-knuckling event that test-
ed the bounds of their endurance.

Jackie White, a traffic safety specialist in
the Fort Worth District, also remembers her
driver's license test with dread.

"I got my license at 15 after two attempts
at the driver's test," White says. "The writ-
ten test was easy. The test with the (Depart-
ment of Public Safety) trooper was not so
easy. This guy had no sense of humor or
compassion. He failed me for not being able
to parallel park. I was using my friend's
mother's car. A really big, white something -
we called it the Shark. It was huge. Nobody
could parallel park that thing. The second
time I took the test, I used a Pontiac T-1000.
It was smaller than a Volkswagen bug. I
passed."

Jacqueline Junod of the San Antonio Dis-
trict found that she couldn't manage to park
her family's carpet cleaning van - embla-
zoned with rainbows - in the parking lot of
the H-E-B in her hometown of Carrizo
Springs. "I'd park very far away, usually
across the street."

But the most common obstacle these
young drivers experienced was a combina-
tion dreaded by even more experienced
motorists: stopping and starting a standard
shift car on a steep hill.

White almost lost a couple of friends over
her inability to handle driving on inclines:
"We were stopped at an intersection (which
had a small incline) when a vehicle got right
behind me. This made me nervous because I
was afraid of rolling into him. I was afraid to
take my foot off the brake, ended up killing
the engine and rolling into the car behind
me. This embarrassed my friends so much
they got out and started walking home. The
car behind me was not damaged; in fact,
they were really nice about it and apolo-

gized for getting so close to my car. My two
friends wouldn't ride with me until I got an
automatic."

Some driving instructors and parents of
these young drivers were prescient enough
to include standard-shift technique in their
instruction.

Judith Friesenhahn's parents insisted she
learn to drive a standard. "At the time, I
considered this cruel and unusual punish-
ment - certainly none of my friends were
subjected to such abuse! Today I am eternal-
ly grateful for parents who were firm in
making effective decisions like this one,"
says Friesenhahn, who works in the San
Antonio District.

Ann Jones, who now works in the Austin
District's human resources office, remembers
standard transmission was de rigeur on dri-
ver's ed vehicles at her school in Louisiana.
Her teacher at Jonesboro-Hodge High
School in 1957 was Mr. Crow, who rode
shotgun with Jones in a Chevrolet with a
brake and a clutch on the passenger side for
instructional purposes.

"My most memorable event in learning to

Kids at the wheel? Rules of the read were more
lax In 1928 when driving machines were less
complicated and the state's roads and high-
ways less congested.

drive was the day (raining like heck, of
course) that Mr. Crow took us out on the
back roads of slick red clay and taught us to
restart the vehicle up a hill. Unbeknownst to
us; his practice to teach this technique was
to take you up a steep hill, let you get into
about a 45-degree incline, and then push on
his brake pedal and kill the engine," Jones
says. "Lucky me, I was driving when we
found out his grand plan for teaching how
to start the engine and continue up the hill.

"Those who have learned to drive with
an automatic cannot appreciate the problem
of keeping one foot on the brake so you will
not slide backwards, one foot on the clutch
to start the car and one foot on the accelera-
tor to give the car gas to get up the hill. In
case you missed it, that is one foot too
many."

Otto Maresh of the Houston District
found learning to drive an automatic a prob-
lem. "I'd been used to driving stick shifts for
a few years so automatics and I did not mix
too good on our first encounter."

Maresh, who learned to drive at age 12
on an old Farmall tractor and a Chevrolet
pickup, took his driver's license in a 1954
Ford sedan.

"On the way home, I started to pass a car.
As I started to pull back in - remember, I'm

on a two-lane state highway in the late 'S0s
- I ran the driver off the road," Maresh
says.

Michelle Heim, office manager of the Jef-
ferson Area Office of the Atlanta District,
saddled herself with more than a standard
shift when she learned to drive. Heim, at
age 14, learned to drive a 1975 four-door, 1-
ton Chevrolet "dualie" pickup. But that's
not all. Attached was a 36-foot-long four-
stall gooseneck horse trailer - with dress-
ing room. Heim, who lived in Houston at
the time, pulled the trailer "up and down
the Interstates to go rodeoing."

She was accompanied on these trips by
her mother and father.

"My mom and dad were always with me.
If I got sleepy or scared I just woke one of
them up."

Inexperience combined with a desire to
push the envelope with their new four-
wheeled toys created some less serious
mishaps for these young drivers. It was in
this way that John Kelly, San Antonio Dis-
trict engineer, had a run-in with the Green
Hornet.

Kelly began driving
at the age of 13 in 1961
in a small town in
Arkansas where the
rules of the road were
lax and traffic was
light. Although he
learned to drive while
sitting on a pillow in
his mother's 1960s
Olds, he and his
friend Wally liked to
drive around town -
a 20-minute trip -in
a green 1956 Dodge
station wagon owned
by Wally's father. The
Green Hornet was
already broken in by
the time the two boys

appropriated it for their own performance
trials, a test of the car's "maximum lateral
Gs of cornering force." It was an exercise in
physics that overlooked the Hornet's limita-
tions in speed.

"Being in the country," Kelly says, "we
further refined the test to apply it to dirt
road cornering performance. The actual test
bed was an oil well site covered in smooth,
red, sandy clay. By combining accelerator
application with gradually increased turning
of the steering wheel, we could reach a state
of equilibrium where the car was circling the
oil well at the perfect balance between turn-
ing over and spinning out - throwing up
huge clouds of red dust in the process."

In one of their "maximum G force runs,"
the Hornet lost one of its chrome wheel cov-
ers and the boys drove over it as they made
the next cycle around the well. "We couldn't
see the lost wheel cover through the dust."

Motivation for a cover-up was high, Kelly
says.

"Wally's dad was a hard-working but
high-tempered oilfield roughneck who did-
n't brook boys' mischief too well. So you can
imagine our anxiety. The incident happened
on a Sunday afternoon, and, as any small
town resident knows, not even the junkyard
is open on Sunday. So buying a replacement
was out of the question."

The boys coasted the car into the drive-
way, parked it and disappeared without
detection. The missing wheel cover was
See Drieg, Page 5
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Driving
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noticed and the boys denied knowledge
of what had happened.

"We hinted that perhaps Wally's
brother Jack might have been the cul-
prit. Jack got his revenge later," Kelly
says. "Those were the days."

TxDOT employees reminisced about
their first vehicles with something akin
to the romanticized devotion usually
elicited by a first love - or the family
dog.

"My first car was a white 1962 two-
door Mercury Comet three-speed on
the column with fins on the rear fenders
with an eight-track tape player blaring
out Merle Haggard tunes," says Schle-
meyer of Austin. "I named the car
Cathy after my girlfriend at the time."

Lantrip, also of Austin, was able to
upgrade his Falcon, which was, accord-
ing to factory specs, "aquamarine
green" but which had been embellished
into an accidental piece of yard art.

"Over the years, a junkyard replace-
ment fender (eggshell white) together
with splotches of rust (sienna red) really
made it distinctive," Lantrip says. "The
interior had a drooping headliner and a
sun-blistered steering wheel almost the
size of a Hula Hoop. I couldn't afford a
paint job, but to upgrade my buggy to
babe-magnet status, I installed a
chrome, racing-style steering wheel,"
Lantrip said. The only drawback - the
improperly installed horn on the steer-
ing wheel honked involuntarily on
right turns.

Jackie White's first car was more
beast than beauty.

"My first car was a '68 (or something
really old) Pontiac LeMans. It was a
standard transmission and had
gray/tannish vinyl interior. No fancy
cup holders, just seats, seat belts, mir-
rors and gauges I never learned how to
read (except the gas gauge). Distin-
guishing features? You bet. The outside
color was a horrible olive green -
except the driver's door. It was lime
green."

There would be no Merle Haggard
for White, whose car had only an AM
radio. "You could crank up any talk
radio station you wanted to hear."

Nevertheless, the LeMans ran well,
White says, "and sounded cool (or so I
was told). It was the best car that $500
could buy."

In learning to drive, White cus-
tomized her LeMans even further while
backing out of the driveway of her par-
ents' home. "I got too close to a tree and
brushed the driver's side against the
tree trunk Someone yelled at me to go
forward and I did, again scraping the
car against the tree. That lime green
door soon had brown streaks in it.
What personality."

White, who now drives a 1990 Ford
Taurus, still enjoys getting behind the
wheel, even if her responsibilities and
her choice of vehicle have changed. The
combination of car and driver still pro-
duce the same result.

"I do enjoy getting in a nice car, full
tank of gas, no kids, beautiful weather
and turning up the stereo, enjoying the
freedom of being an adult." *

TxDOT drivers participate
in multi-state competition
Bill Powers
Waco District

It wasn't enough to mix Texas' best drivers
with 40 other top drivers from around the
country, or that they had to travel more than
1,100 miles to join them in a friendly competi-
tion. But to compete in snow plows?

That-was what faced TxDOT drivers
Bradley Nors of the Waco District and Alan
Moreau Jr. of the Houston District when they
competed in the national Truck Roadeo May
20-21 at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in
Dayton, Ohio.

Neither driver uses a snow plow attachment
in his regular TxDOT duties, but both had
practice earlier in May at the Humble Mainte-
nance Yard after a blade was lent to Moreau's
section.

"It was a little different," said Nors, the
defending TxDOT Truck Roadeo state champi-
on. "(With the blade) there was a lot sticking
out in front of you."

Despite the "handicap," the Lone Star duo
came through with flying colors, with Moreau
placing 10th among the 42 competitors and
Nors 11th.

Moreau's score was 2,490, and Nors logged
2,360 out of a possible 3,500 points.

It wasn't surprising that Moreau and Nors
finished so dose. At the TxDOT state competi-
tion in November, only 1.37 inches on the com-
bined stop line and alley dock distances sepa-
rated the pair.

The competition involved more than what
TxDOT drivers are accustomed in the depart-
ment Truck Roadeo. In addition to the driving
course (which included two alley docks, one
with a very small barricade and another with
just a post), the drivers faced a written test.

One of the more challenging exercises was
designed to test a driver's skill in plowing
between parked vehicles.

The operator negotiates between sets of bar-
rels representing the vehicles and turn warning
flags on five cones to represent the removal of
"snow."

But Nors said the toughest of the events was
the diminishing alley, where the travel lane

TM

Alan Moreau Jr., left, ofithe Houston District and Bradley Nors of the
Waco District prepare for the national truck roadeo held at Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base near Dayton, Ohio.

narrows in a cone-like fashion.
"There were only two inches of clearance on

each side with the plow blade," he stated.
"And it didn't seem like that much." Nors
ticked the final cone coming through the
course.

Additionally, the course is timed.
"You lose points if you take longer than

eight minutes to go through it," Nors added.
While it was a competition, there was a gen-

eral camaraderie between the drivers.
"The other drivers were all real nice," Nors

added. "We got together several times to swap
stories about TxDOT and the other DOTs.

"They knew we didn't use the plows in our
jobs, and they gave us a special round of
applause at the awards banquet."

Nors said he wants another chance at the
event.

"If I make it back next year, I'll do a lot bet-
ter," he said. "I'll know more about it."

The Texas delegation also reveled at sharing
a piece of history at the competition site.

On May 20, the day of the national roadeo,
the competition was delayed over an hour for
a special aircraft arriving at Wright-Patterson
AFB.

The old Air Force One, the Boeing 707 that
brought President John F. Kennedy to Texas in
November 1963 and took President Richard
Nixon to China, landed to enter retirement at
Air Museum located at the base. *

100,000 participate in Great Texas Trash-Off
Undla Levitt
Travel Division

Among the 100,000 volunteers participating
in the Great Texas Trash-Off this past April,
some must have wondered just how things
end up on state highway rights of way.

In addition to cans, bottles and cigarette
butts, Trash-Off volunteers found money, cloth-
ing and household appliances.

Leander United Methodist Church volun-
teers found a 50-peso note. But the pesos are
more useful than the half of a $5 bill that
TxDOT employees in Raymondville found on
their adopted section of highway.

Scratch-off lottery tickets are often found
during trash pickups, but it appears that some
lottery players are not looking closely at their
tickets: Winning scratch-off tickets were found
by volunteers from the Community in Schools

group in Falfurrias and the First Presbyterian
Church in Commerce.

St. John's Lutheran Sunday School in Santa
Fe found a toaster oven. In Kerrville, Schreiner
College Student Center volunteers picked up a
vacuum cleaner. B Sharps Square Dancers
found an electric blender in Hemphill. A work-
ing alarm clock was discarded on the Hedley
Lions Club's adopted section of highway.

Altogether, Adopt-a-Highway groups and
Keep Texas Beautiful volunteers collected an
estimated 6.8 million gallons of litter from
highway rights of way and city parks and
roads. The Great Texas Trash-Off, a springtime
tradition, kicks off Keep America Beautiful
Month and Keep Texas Beautiful Month
around the state.

The 14th annual Great Texas Trash-Off is
scheduled April 10, 1999. *
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Forty-one employees from
"- the El Paso and Odessa

districts worked 18-hour
days to help extinguish
fires in the Chinati Moun-
tains of West Texas in

May.

TxDOT helps que Western ires
El Paso, Odessa districts join fight against Chinati Mountains blaze
FrakdbeSanos
El Paso District

The crackling of pinon, the howling
winds high above the trees and the starry
night sky in this tranquil West Texas area
would normally indicate a pleasant week-
end of camping and other outdoor activities
in the Chinati Mountains, 180 miles south-
east of El Paso.

But no such weekend was in store for the
41 TxDOT employees who would spend six
days helping battle a range fire that had
raged out of control.

TxDOT volunteers from the El Paso and
Odessa districts were alerted on May 14 that
their services were being requested to assist
volunteer firefighters who had exhausted
their capabilities to battle a fire that had
already burned 50,000 acres of ranch land
about 40 miles south of Marfa. The fire also
threatened power lines and the Chinati
radio tower, which supports communica-
tions to several law enforcement and emer-
gency response agencies.

"One of the major problems in fighting
the fire was there was no close water
source," El Paso District Assistant Mainte-
nance Manager Gilbert Jordan said. "The
closest water tie-in was nearly two miles
away, and our job was supply as much
water as possible."

Upon arriving in Marfa with a force of 11
water trucks and operators from the El Paso
District and four water tankers and opera-
tors from the Odessa District, the group set
up a staging area in the Marfa maintenance
yard and focused on their plan of attack.

After a briefing by members of the Texas
Forest Service, TxDOT forces were ready to
begin. The main function for TxDOT
employees was to ensure that stock tanks in
the area were replenished with water for
firefighters to attack on the ground and
through the air.

Fighting the fire was turning into a logis-
tics nightmare because of its location. Stock
tanks were about 35 miles from the main

Texas National Guard helicopters provided air supp
ping thousands of gallons of water.

access point of US 67. The water source was
nearly 40 miles away in Marfa and large
water tankers would be forced to transfer
water on unpaved roads for up to 25 miles.

Jordan, who was the TxDOT liaison for
the Emergency Management Response
Team, set a plan in motion that would even-
tually have 200,000 gallons of water trans-
ferred daily to help combat the fire. The plan
had the four large water tankers fill up in
Marfa, travel eight miles to a staging area
where smaller TxDOT trucks would be wait-
ing to receive the shipment. The smaller
trucks would then carry the load to the stock
tanks and other vehicles waiting for water.
Helicopters from the Texas National Guard
provided air support and dropped thou-
sands of gallons of water to areas that could
not be reached on foot.

"We shuttled water from sunup to way
past sundown," Ysleta Maintenance Techni-
cian Antonio Loya said. "We were up at 5:30
a.m. and continued working until close to
midnight."

Lodging also proved to be a major obsta-
cle for the volunteers. Since the fire was in a
remote mountain area, hotel rooms were
nowhere to be found. A college graduation
in Alpine had most of the rooms there
booked solid, but with the help of El Paso

District accounting clerk Connie
Chessire, rooms were found in
Presidio.

"It was a long drive back to the
hotel after working an 18-hour
day," Loya said. "But at least we
were able to shower and get a
night's rest."
The water shuttling routine

remained the same for nearly
two straight days. On the
evening of May 17, Mother
Nature assisted with a short
thunderstorm, but then winds as
high as 60 miles per hour fanned

tort, drop- the existing flames and created
additional fires in the Fort Davis
area. Pockets of smoke caused

by the Fort Davis fire forced some TxDOT
employees to perform traffic control duties.

"The smoke was causing problems with
visibility along the road," Jordan said. "We
basically shuffled people around to help out
where they could."

Rainstorms the following day extin-
guished most of the fire in the Chinatis, with
the exception of a few hot spots that were
put out later by state forces. The Texas Forest
Service contained the remaining fires in Fort
Davis and put TxDOT employees on notice
they could go home.

"I was glad to come home," Loya said.
"The first couple of days of working 18-hour
shifts was starting to catch up with me."

Ron Davis of the Texas Forest Service said
he was pleased with the help from TxDOT.

'The partnership developed between
TxDOT, the Texas Forest Service, the Texas
National Guard and the other firefighters to
control these fires was a total success."

About 75,000 acres of land burned with
no loss of personnel, livestock or equipment.
The entire operation was considered a suc-
cess. TxDOT's 41 volunteers, along with
workers from the Texas Department of Pub-
lic Safety, the Texas National Guard and the
Texas Forest Service, worked together to
solve what could have been a disaster. *
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Steve Cagle, an
engineering spe-
cialist in the Tarrant
County Area Office
of the Fort Worth
District, built this
barbecue pit with a
little help from his
friends. The pit is a
replica of the car
driven by Dale Earn-
hardt.

'Enm

'Pit stop' has new meaning at Texas Motor Speedway

story & photos by
Jod Hodges

Fort Worth District

The smell of tires burning, the zip of
the pit crew's power tools, the lust for
speed and the intensity of the competi-
tion by driving a race car to its ultimate
limits - these are the things that exhil-
arate auto racing fans.

But food excites auto racing fans as
well, especially if it goes to extremes
like their favorite race car drivers do.
During the Texas Motor Speedway's
races April 3-5, South Tarrant County
Area Office's Steve Cagle and some Steve Cagle used a model of
friends debuted a barbecue smoker, Carlo to construct his ookall
and it was an immediate hit with the
racing fans.

Cagle, an engineering specialist, and his friends built the smoker
as a life-size replica of the car - a Chevrolet Monte Carlo - driven
by their favorite driver, Dale Earnhardt.

And this smoker is big. It's 21 feet long, and the "engine compart-
ment" can hold a half-cord of wood. It boasts 29 square feet of cook-
ing space and Cagle said it can cook (count 'em) 35 briskets at a
time, no problem.

"Dale (Earnhardt) is named the Intimidator, so my buddies and I
named our smoker the Intimidator #1 because it is the first one
we've built," Cagle said.

The idea to build this smoker came about in December, when
Cagle and two of his friends were sitting around their welding shop
(or as they call it "their grown men's playhouse"), discussing a die-

x x

Earnhardt's Chevrolet Monte
ike barbecue pit.

cast miniature racing car collection.
One of them asked if a smoker could
be built to look like Earnhardt's car.
That was it - the challenge was set.
They agreed that if they had enough
money, they could build it.

"I took the 1:24 scale model (of
Earnhardt's) car and traced it. I then
figured all of my radiuses, multiplied
them by 24, laid my paper on the
floor and traced it out again," Cagle
said.

More than $3,000 and three
months of evening and weekend
labor later, the smoker was ready for
the races at the speedway. Wood,
spices, meat, corn and potatoes were
ready. When Cagle and his friends
parked the smoker near the speed-

way, it looked so much like Earnhardt's car that fans came over to
see it, believing it was really his car.

"Fans would come over thinking it was his car, and then they
saw the smoke stack," Cagle said, chuckling. "And some asked,
'How does he see to drive with that smoke stack in his way?"'

Regardless of how much a fan knew about auto racing, all were
impressed with the smoker and the food it produced. Cagle and his
friends don't plan to let the smoker sit idle. They cook barbecue for
local events and groups. Of course, they'll have it at the next races
too, rooting for their favorite driver. *
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Gilbert Rodriguez of Houston is one of 20
inmates who work in the license plate plant

at the Wynne Unit in Huntsville. "I don't have
to be here, but I don't have anything else to

do," Rodriguez says. He poses with "Barney,"
a machine - painted purple - which is used

to emboss plates. Even though they are paid
no wages and the plant isn't air conditioned,

convicts covet jobs making license plates for
TxDOT and must Interview to get these jobs.
Rodriguez is serving a 00-year sentence for

murder.

Convicts actually LIKE
making license plates

TxDOT supervisors able to overlook dangers of job behind prison bars

story & photos by
Paul Sturrock

Bryan District

HUNTSVILLE -Most folks would<
rebel at working in a plant that's hot in
summer, cold in winter, horribly noisy and
populated with convicted felons, but
TxDOT's Allen Goolsby actually likes it.

"I wouldn't trade my job for anything,"
he said.

Warehouse Manager Goolsby and Assis-
tant Warehouse Manager Brad Beaty work
in the license plate plant at the Wynne Unit
with hundreds of Texas prison inmates.
They oversee the production of license
plates and validation stickers, as well as
their storage and shipment. They also orders
millions of license plates for the state, and
some 20 million validation stickers.

TDCJ Officer Jim Simpson displays one of 79 spec
plates inmates make fr TxUOL.

"It's a really big operation," Goolsby ers, however
said. "I worked for Special Services (a Vehi- People joke about going to prison and
cle Titles and Registration branch) in Austin making license plates, but behind the barred
for five years, and I was transferred here. windows and watch towers of the Wynne
It's different." Unit,TDCJ inmates crank them out by the

Goolsby and Beaty spend eight hours at millions. Prisoners get mighty bored sitting
the tag plant every working day. They never in cramped cells, and anything that passes
forget, Goolsby said, that they're working the time is welcome, even hard work in a
around some potentially dangerous people. hot, noisy factory.

"I am always concerned for our safety," There's an art to creating license tags that
Goolsby said. "It's not something I think outsiders don't appreciate. To most, a plate
about every minute of the day, but we can't is a plate is a plate, though some folks want
forget that we are working with prisoners." more; they want one of 79 specialty tags

Goolsby said he and Beaty let Texas approved by Texas legislators, including one
Department of:Criminal Justice (TDCJ) offi- that hit the road this year bearing the leg-
cers know if they're confronted with threat- ends "Keep Texas Beautiful" and "Don't
ening behavior, which has been rare. Mess with Texas." But license plates don't
Instead, they've been reminded of the dan- magically appear at the county tax office;
ger by observing the occasional fight they're made by real people, people who've
between inmates. made mistakes and are paying for them. To

"One incident happened right next to our them, working in the license plant is some-
state truck a few yearsago when the two thing of a privilege. They have to interview
inmates working the inside garden unit for the job and, if chosen, work diligently to
started arguing, and one of the inmates hit hold it.
the other across the face with the edge of the Visitors to the Wynne Unit are escorted
shovel," Goolsby said. "This happened everywhere, and they don't seem to mind in
while I was doing my mileage report on the the least. Correctional officers in towers and
state vehicle outside the tag plant." picket booths open gates and steel doors by

These tough customers make good work- remote control. A sign at the unit's exit

states, "No hostages pass .
through this gate," meaning no
one leaves through coercion, not
even if a knife is held to the war-
den's throat, or - gulp! - that
of a visitor.

Once inside, it becomes clear
that misbehavior isn't tolerated;
non-inmates walk in the middle
of hallways, while white-garbed
prisoners stick within narrow
paths to the sides. Some of the
older felons look harmless and
even fatherly with their grizzled
locks and prison-issue
glasses.

After a long walk through cell
lai ty blocks and the sunny, yet cheer-

less prison yard, the point of ori-
gin for Texas license plates is

reached. A civilian foreman opens a massive
steel door, admitting visitors come to ask
questions and snap pictures. It takes a while
to break the ice, but soon information flows
fast and furious as cons and officers lower
their guard.

The Wynne Unit tag plant isn't air condi-
tioned and the noise level is somewhat less
than a Marilyn Manson concert. But there
are few complaints from nearly 200
hard-working inmates, who mostly prefer
the factory over prison cells.

"Wouldn't you rather be in here than a
cell?" asks Jim Simpson, a veteran correc-
tional officer at Wynne. "They can walk
around here, get a cup of coffee, say hello to
their buddies. Plus, there are no gray uni-

forms (correctional officers), no one looking
over their shoulder." That's not the popular
conception of Texas prison life, but it's true
- at least for some prisoners engaged in
some tasks, tag production being one of
them. For prisoners in the license plant, the
work is the reward; what happens before
and after work is the tough part

The first thing standing out in the plant
are thousands and thousands of license
plates boxed and placed on pallets, awaiting

see Convics, next page
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Convicts
Cstimued from Page I
shipment to Texas' 254 coun-
ties. Inmates grab pallets
with forklifts, adroitly lifting
many lifetimes-worth of
license plates before wheel-
ing them to a loading dock.
Adjoining the warehouse is
the factory floor, bigger than
a football field and crowded
with grimy, heavy-duty
machinery, much of it paint-
ed startling shades of blue,
violet, pink and green. That's
about the only visual relief in
the drab structure.

Big rolls of thin steel -
each weighing 4,000 pounds
or so - are weighed, mount-
ed on huge spindle-like
machines and threaded
through a machine that
straightens the steel and
smoothes it. This operation is
followed by a bath in long
troughs of hot water, to clean
the steel before it's covered
with adhesive reflective
sheeting. After the sheeting
is applied, the ribbon of steel
is cut into roughly license
plate shapes. The comers are
rounded and four holes
punched to permit attach- inmates at a Hi
ment to vehicles. photo, which Il

Inmates perform these
operations rapidly but the most hectic step is
yet to come; embossing plates with alphanu-
meric characters. "When they get this thing
going, it amazes me how fast they move,"
Simpson said. The "thing" is a monstrous
purple device dubbed "Barney." Barney
embosses two plates simultaneously, which
comes in handy since most vehicles need
two plates and the "keys" for stamping out
characters are hand inserted - one for each
symbol. "It takes a lot of hand-eye coordina-
tion," said Larry Fitzgerald, a public affairs
officer at TDCJ.

After the plates are embossed, six inmates
run them through inking machines to color
the characters. Freshly inked plates pass
through a drying tunnel from which they're
removed by 20 inmates, who hustle to place
them on overhead conveyors that dip them
into a vat of polyurethane. After going
through another dryer the now finished tags
are stacked, boxed, set on pallets, strapped
down and moved to the warehouse for ship-
ment. Counties get whatever plates are
handy when they place their orders.

One of Goolsby's duties is formulating
unique combinations for every six-character
set of plates. That's a chore in itself, but he
also screens out possibly offensive
acronyms, words and parts of words, like
KKK, LSD, SHT and VD. Occasionally, vani-
ty plate customers try to slip offensive letter-
ing past him. One dodge is to reverse the let-
tering of words or abbreviations. But after 11
years at TxDOT and six at the tag plant,
Goolsby is hard to fool.

Dozens, maybe even hundreds of license
plates in many colors and several sizes grace
the factory walls, a set of Texas tags any col-
lector would envy. Over the course of 30
years of license plate production at Wynne,
tags have been, and still are, made for a
number of states, government agencies and

untsville prison make license plates in this 1963
rst appeared In Texas Hlghways.

even a foreign nation, El Salvador. Even
Texas shrimp boats need their own peculiar
plates. All in all, some 8 million tags are
made here annually.

Production takes place four days a week,
10 hours a day. It's only early summer, but
the heat's already stifling, and would be far
worse were it not for 6-foot-diameter fans
sucking hot air from the factory.

"The inmates are soaking wet when
they're done for the day," Simpson said.

Inmate Gilbert Rodriguez, who is serving
a 60-year sentence for murder out of Harris
County, was doing a little painting between
shifts, but agreed to pause for a few ques-
tions.

"Yeah, it's pretty noisy," he said, "but you
get used to the fast pace and steady move-
ment." Rodriguez claimed to get along well
with other inmates at the plant, an assertion
backed by officers and supervisors, who
universally praise the convict laborers.

"Most inmates are good workers," Simp-
son said, adding that the best performers
aren't always the best inmates, and vice
versa. He occasionally has to separate pris-
oners who don't like each other, and fights
do break out, though he can't remember
when that happened last.

Maybe it's the pride that comes from
being useful, or maybe it's the chance to be
normal in an abnormal place that makes tag
plant inmates less of a problem.

"Anything beats a cell," Rodriguez said.
"The heat's the same whether you're in a
cell or here. Like right now, I don't have to
be here, but it's better than doing noth-
ing." *

Inmates make

more for TXDOT

than license plates
Lisa trw
Public Information Office

The license plates on the state car you
drive, the wooden desk in your office and
the bodies of the dump trucks your fellow
district employees are driving likely were
produced by Texas prison inmates.

But there are several things the Texas Leg-
islature has decided inmates will no longer
do for TxDOT - data entry, microfilming of
title documents and the insertiing and mail-
ing of vehicle registrationrenewal notices.

A couple of unfortunate incidents result-
ing from inmate access to the private
addresses prompted the passage of a law to
move data entry from TDCJ units to a pri-
vate and more confidential source, said
David Nunnelee, TDCJ spokesman.

Inmates also will no longer be doing data
entry for Texas Highways, which also
involved their access to the addresses of sub-
scribers.

Nunnelee said a lawsuit filed against
TDCJ over sexually explicit letters an inmate
was mailing to a private address he acquired
through his data entry "was the last straw"
for lawmakers.

TxDOT, however, continues to be a major
customer for many goods and services pro-
duced by convicts at various prisons around
the state, a cost-saving option for state agen-
cies and one that allows TDCJ to help sup-
port itself. In addition to license plates, fur-
niture and bodies for 6- and 10-cubic-yard
capacity dump trucks, TxDOT purchases
vehicle registration validation stickers, traffic
signs, tarpaulins, recapped tires, water tanks
and tailgate aggregate spreaders from Texas
Correctional Industries (TCI), according to
Glen Hagler of General Services Division.

TxDOT spent $20.3 million on products
produced by TDCJ industries, including $7.1
million on license plates and $6.3 million on
reflective signs and markers, according to
the agency's Finance Division. TxDOT spent
$16.5 million year to date on the same goods
and services.

Despite problems with having inmates
handle some aspects of data entry, TCI
inmates produce high quality products at
"bargain basement prices," Nunnelee said.

"Products of quality sell regardless of
where they're manufactured," he said. "Last
year, state agencies such as TxDOT exceeded
$44 million, while total outside and depart-
mental sales soared above $82 million. I
think those figures speak volumes about the
quality of our products."

TxDOT also uses TDCJ inmate crews for
roadway improvement projects. In fiscal
1997, inmates participated in more than 300
projects around the state, logging more than
130,000 hours. With the passage of House
Bill 2825, TxDOT can contract with criminal
justices agencies, including county sheriff's
offices, to participate in other such pro-
jects. *

Phyllis Chandler, PIO, contributed to this
report.
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Retirees let the good times roll
Golf, music, ranching and traveling occupy TxDOT's former emp loyees

I am a little overwhelmed and a little jealous reading about some of
the activities our retirees have done or are doing. OK, I'm very

jealous.
For some employees, work tends to be their life, but our former

TxDOT co-workers are living proof that there is plenty of life after
work. It makes me happy to see so many retirees enjoying the fruits
of their labors.

On to the important stuff...
John Wernette of Castroville may have retired in 1993, but it does-

n't sound like it. He is ranching, attending college and writing as
well as digging into genealogy, historic research and archaeology.

John worked in the San Antonio District
for 31 years.

After 39 years of service, Jimmie Barr
hrew away her alarm clock when she
retired from the Austin Districtware-

-~t house. The 1991 retiree started playing
keyboard with The Don't Get Excited

J' Band in Lockhart, joining brothers Jo
and Jimy Barton, also retirees from the
Austin District.
Phillip Morgan, a former maintenance
supervisor in the Lufkin District, is
spending some quality time with his

Helen Havelka grandson. Phillip, who also has two
granddaughters, is a part-time "pasture

The Good JS rider" on a hunting lease. He retired in
1993 after 30 years with TxDOT and,
while he doesn't make many daily

plans, he said he has plenty to do.
Maria "Rose" Reyna is busy writing poetry and short stories about

growing up in Kingsville and Houston. (What a contrast that must
be!) Rose retired from the Laredo area office in 1996 with 32 years of
service, but stayed on board until March 1997 to help train her
replacement.

If I ever need a reference on touring the country, I will call Charles
Richardson from Mineola, who worked in the Tyler District design
section. Charles left TxDOT in 1995 after 37 years of service and is
now on the road. He averages five or six bus tours a year, ranging
from one day to as many as 18. "When I retired.. .1 retired," he
wrote. Safe travels, Charles.

Playing golf almost every day has become the task of Charlie Hugh-
es, a former maintenance superintendent from the Amarillo District.
Charlie, who had 35 years of service, said he "enjoyed all (the) years
with (the) department, but likes golf better." The 1983 retiree has
done a lot of traveling, and, in 1991, Charlie moved to Montgomery
in East Texas. I wonder if he misses the dry Panhandle?

I received a card from Billy Chappell, who retired in 1986 from the
Freestone County maintenance section in the Bryan District. Billy
does some camping and is enjoying time with his family. The 31-
year veteran also helps out at his church.

James Rodgers, who retired from the Paris District's Sherman
office, is enjoying similar activities. In addition to camping and
working at the church, the former field party chief volunteers at the
Texoma Livestock Show and is a farmer and rancher. James left the
department in 1990 after 38 years of service.

Staying busy with "honey-do's" is John Rasberry. John left the
Karnes City engineering office of the Corpus Christi District in 1978.
He spent part of his 35 years with the department in the Childress
and Wichita Falls districts. After he retired, John worked for 10 years
in the Rains County Appraisal District, but he traded mapping and
research for gardening, hunting and "loafing as it comes around."

Pablo Mungula has been staying busy since retiring from the Hous-
ton District's Humble section in 1979. He is gardening, remodeling
his Fort Worth home and traveling to see family and friends. In
addition to Houston, Pablo spent time during this 33-year career
working in the Brownsville section of the Pharr District.

Bob Dunlap split his 25 years of TxDOT time in Houston and
Austin. Bob began his career in the Houston District, but moved to
Austin and the Right of Way Division. The 1995 retiree enjoys the
bluebonnets, travels, spends time with family and friends and has
numerous hobbies.

"Managing to stay active and busy" is the way Bill Craword

Jimmie Barr Joined brothers Jimmy Barton, left, and Joe Barton in The
Don't Get Excited Band. The three Austin District retirees have a regular
gig in Lockhart.

described his retirement life after 33 years of service. Bill is on the
board of trustees for city of Austin's Employee Retirement System.
The 1993 retiree from the Division of Automation (now called Infor-
mation Systems Division) also volunteers at church and a local high
school.

"Laissez les bons temps rouler," writes Warren Dudley, who retired
from TxDOT in 1981 from the Beaumont area engineering office.
After putting in 31 years with the department, it sounds like Warren
is letting the good times roll. He is active in a senior bowling league
and church activities as well as gardening and deer hunting. He has
also been to Ireland and Scotland.

Warren might want to swap travel stories with Jack Kirby of Cle-
burne. Jack, who retired from the Brownwood District Right of Way
office in 1978, has hit all 50 states and 13 foreign counties. The 30-
year veteran began traveling after spending 11 years in full-time
church ministry. After his travels and a battle with cancer, Jack has
returned to his ministry work a local church.

Phillip Johnson has been doing some traveling as well. He left
TxDOT in 1991 after 37 years in the Childress District's Munday res-
idency. Phillip, who bought a new travel trailer this year, checks out
the sites, but he is really on a mission. He collects old toy irons and
Tootsie toys made prior to 1969, as well as Reddy Kilowatt memora-
bilia.

Retirement for Grace Sims has meant taking it easy. The former
office manager from the Limestone County maintenance section
works in her yard and garden and is active in her church. Grace
retired in 1987 after 20 years of service in the Waco District.

There are two former employees responding to this column who
retired after 45 years of service: J.R. Stone and Bob Townsley.

J.R., the former Fort Worth District Engineer, couldn't stop work-
ing after leaving TxDOT in 1993. He still works part-time as a trans-
portation consultant for an engineering firm in the Dallas/Fort
Worth area.

Bob retired in 1986 from the Division of Motor Vehicles in Austin.
He directed the division now called Vehicle Title and Registration.
Bob is spending his time on the links, playing almost five times a
week. He said he plays "with some old men (like me)," but, Bob, I
know a lot of young golfers who would like to have your
respectable 19 handicap. "I love to try every day," he said.

Before I close, I want to pass along a thank you from Executive
Director Wes Heald. He has received several letters from retirees in
recent weeks and appreciates your support and encouragement. *

TxDOT retirees can find "The Good Life" contributor's cards at
TxDOT district offices.
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Roadway erosion faces new foe

How do you spell relief? For the Design Division, it's C-O-M-P-O-S-T

Barb Con
Design Division

Did you ever think compost, valuable
black gold to gardeners, would someday
help establish vegetation and control erosion
on highway roadsides?

A recently approved specification offers
TxDOT designers the opportunity to do just
that.

Timely vegetation establishment after
roadway construction is critical. If grass fails
to grow, soil washes away and erosion can
threaten the roadway pavement. This topsoil
washes downstream, degrading water quali-
ty and fish habitat.

Preventing this erosion helps TxDOT
comply with National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) regulations.
Although establishing proper vegetation
depends on many factors, one of the biggest
problems is the lack of quality topsoil.
Whether the topsoil is stockpiled on site or
obtained from other sources, in many
instances it lacks the organic matter needed
to grow grass.

Every year in Texas, nearly 4 million tons
of yard trimmings in the form of leaves,
grass, tree limbs, weeds and other organic
debris are dumped in Texas landfills. This
amounts to about 20 percent of all trash in
municipalnandfills. Many municipalities
and private enterprises have chosen to
divert this material from the landfill by com-
posting the organic waste.

Legislation such as Texas Recycling Law
HB 1340 and environmental campaigns like
Clean Texas 2000, sponsored by the gover-
nor and the Texas Natural Resource Conser-
vation Commission (TNRCC), combined
with a nationwide expansion of waste
reduction mandates prompted TxDOT to
investigate the use of compost to help estab-
lish vegetation.

Compost spread at the corner of Ben White and South Lamar In April 1997 resulted In thick grass
within weeks.

The Intermodal Surface Transportation
Efficiency Act (ISTEA) of 1991 encourages
the environmentally safe use of compost and
other products derived from municipal
sewage sludge by state and local govern-
ments along the rights of way of federally
funded highways.

Research conducted at A&M's Texas
Transportation Institute (TTI) found that
adding compost to soil is useful not only for
establishing vegetation, but also for control-
ling erosion. In sandy soils, compost acts as
a sponge to help retain water in soil that
would otherwise drain below the reach of
plant roots. In clay soils, compost helps to
add porosity to the soil, making it drain
more quickly so that it maintains a more
even moisture content and helps prevent
quick drying. Compost also inoculates the
soil with many beneficial microbes. These
microbes are able to extract nutrients from
the mineral part of the soil and eventually
pass the nutrients on to plants.

Encouraged by the results of the TTI

study, a committee was formed to draft a
specification for TxDOT. Additional input
came from representatives of TNRCC, TTI
and the composting industry. Special Speci-
fication Item 1009, "Furnishing & Placing
Compost," allows for three kinds of compost
application: "Compost Manufactured Top-
soil," "Erosion Control Compost" and "Gen-
eral Use Compost."

It's hoped that the creation of this specifi-
cation will offer TxDOT an opportunity to
achieve its goal of building an environmen-
tally sensitive transportation system while
providing a much needed market to local
municipalities for composted waste.

For more information about this specifica-
tion, call Barrie Cogburn, at (512) 416-3086,
or GroupWise to BCOGBURN. *

This article originally appeared in ENVi-
sion, the Environmental Affairs Division
newsletter.

TxDOT's Good Samaritans donate $74,694
Helen HavelloI
Public Information Office

TxDOT employees, often known as Good
Samaritans for helping stranded motorists,
demonstrated their generosity by contribut-
ing $74,694 to charities through the 1997
State Employee Charitable Campaign
(SECC).

SECC is a workplace campaign that offers
state employees an easy, convenient way to
give to hundreds of local and state charitable
organizations.

"I consider the SECC a very worthwhile
effort, and I am proud of TxDOT's contribu-
tion. We have a lot of generous employees
who unselfishly give their time and money
to help others," said Executive Director Wes
Heald.

The final department tally toppled the
1996 mark of $54,783. About 9 percent of
TxDOT's workforce participated in the '97

campaign, giving an average gift of $58.
Employees from the Austin District and

the headquarters divisions and offices
opened their pocketbooks for the campaign,
contributing more than $19,000.

In San Antonio, employees stepped up to
a challenge by District Engineer John Kelly
and raised a little more than $10,000. A chili
cookoff was the primary fund-raiser.

An active campaign in Odessa, as well as
a challenge from the Texas Department of
Public Safety regional office, increased the
number of TxDOT givers by 258 percent.
Employees contributed $2,833 as compared
with $792 the previous year.

Lubbock almost doubled last year's con-
tribution with $7,676, and Fort Worth
increased its employee participation rate by
165 percent, donating $5,140.

The number of givers in El Paso increased
143 percent with $5,062 raised for charitable
causes.

SECC area totals for TxDOT were
McAllen (Pharr District) with $3,431; Amar-
illo, $3,363; San Angelo, $3,360; and Laredo
$2,905. (Statewide, most SECC area bound-
aries do not reflect the same counties as
TxDOT districts.)

The report included Tyler, $2,117; Dallas,
$2,078; Abilene, $1,906; Corpus Christi,
$1,882; Waco, $1,179; Brazos County (Bryan
District), $1,105; Houston, $767; and Wichita
Falls, $298.

SECC is an annual campaign that extends
from Sept. 1-Oct. 31. Employee participation
is voluntary, tax deductible and convenient
with payment options, including payroll
deductions, cash, check or bank draft. *
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FIRST PERSON

Marching as to war
For this daughter, father's journey begins and ends with a hymn
Eloise Lundigren
Public Information

I was 10 months old the first time my
father saw me.

It was the early part of 1952, and Sgt. 1st
Class Claude Elton Lundgren had been
overseas with the U.S. Army for most of the
'40s and almost all of 1950-51. In those days,
the military still believed that if a soldier
needed a wife, the Army would have issued
him one.

So the uncomplicated birth of a child was
not considered hardship enough to warrant
a soldier's physical presence at his wife's
side. Besides, Sgt. 1st Class Lundgren's wife,
Klara, enjoyed the luxury of having her
mother-in-law with her and that should be
enough for anyone, right?

My mother tells me it was after 8 o'clock
on a Sunday night in January that Daddy
and I first laid eyes on each other. She was
pulling up in our driveway and noticed the
garage door was open. She was a little
apprehensive when she first saw the tall fig-
ure in the shadows of the garage, but then
when the car lights hit all the brass and dec-
orations of his uniform, she knew her hus-
band had finally made it back.

Apparently, I wasn't shy or apprehensive
at all, according to Mom, because she says I
went right to him the minute she told me he
was my daddy. I stayed in Daddy's arms
pretty much the rest of the night, putting my
grubby little fingers all over his military rib-
bons.

And then he was gone again, which I
came to accept as being part of his job until
he retired from the Army in 1962. But it did-
n't matter, because when he was home,
Daddy and I were inseparable.

The 2nd Armored Division at Camp
Hood (later Fort Hood), Texas, was my
home away from home. I knew just about
every soldier in Daddy's company, I learned
all the ranks, how to salute, what KP was,
how to put up a pup tent and that S.O.S.
didn't mean "save our ship" in the Army.

My father had always wanted to be either
a soldier or a baseball player. He got an
appointment to the U.S. Military Academy
at West Point in 1938 but finally was turned
down because his vision did not meet school
standards.

So then he tried out, and was picked up,
by a New York Yankees minor league team
to play catcher and second base. He never
got the opportunity to play in the majors
because his other dream of being a soldier
became a reality when he was drafted as a
private. The poor vision that kept him out of
West Point didn't keep him out of the
infantry now that America was at war.

Whenever my dad was home, I'd sit with
him for hours, begging him to tell me about
what he did in the war. Most children have a
favorite story they want to hear every night
at bedtime; I was no different.

The one I made Daddy tell me over and
over again was how he was wounded in a

Sgt. 1st Class Claude Lundgren

firefight in a little French cemetery toward
the end of 1944, captured by Germans and
finally liberated by the Allies on Good Fri-
day, April 9,1945.I was always filled with
emotion as he painted this vivid picture of a
bunch of bedraggled POWs marching out of
that stalag singing "Onward, Christian Sol-
diers."

And there were other great stories, like
the one about basic training. It seemed there
was a handsome Turkish actor named
Turhan Bey in my dad's unit. The only really
noteworthy thing about Bey, Daddy told me,
was that he was dating the movie star Lana
Turner, and on the weekends they got pass-
es, she would drive up in a convertible to
collect Bey, leaving behind a lot of young
men standing by the gate wishing they were
in his shoes.

Of course, my constant question was,
"How many Nazis did you kill in World
War II, Daddy?" He would only say that
killing is not something of which to be
proud, but in war it was a soldier's duty. It
certainly wasn't information that would give
me bragging rights at school when other
kids were boasting about their fathers' hero-
ics in the great WWII.

Once, when I was snooping through his
footlocker, I found Dad's citations and
medals, and then I knew how brave he real-
ly was. He had a Purple Heart, a Bronze Star
with the "V" device for valor and a Silver
Star. He had many others but these were the
ones I recognized.

It was only after he suffered his first heart
attack in his late 60s-and he was still in the
hospital that he told me one story he had

kept locked away in his memory.
Before he was captured, my
father and his platoon defeated
some German soldiers in a skir-
mish.

There were several wounded
enemy soldiers that most of the
Americans wanted to put out of
their misery. My dad wouldn't
let them do that, but it wasn't
without a lot of arguing that he
prevailed. He told them that sol-
diers weren't butchers or killers
and that shooting wounded
enemy, regardless of how the
enemy treated their captives, was
inexcusable.

He said later, after he saw the
concentration camps and under-
stood the absolute horror of
Adolf Hitler, he wondered if he
should have let his men shoot the
wounded prisoners. But as we
talked that day in the hospital, he
said he knew he had done the
right thing.

My favorite story my mother
would tell was how she and
Daddy met. I especially liked the
part where she couldn't speak
much English and Daddy could-
n't speak any Hungarian, so they

communicated in German, a language they
both spoke fairly fluently. Later, after my
brother, Marty, was born, my parents often
spoke German whenever they didn't want
us to understand what they were saying.

I also liked the part about how my father
would sing "Pistol Packin' Mama," a popu-
lar Andrews Sisters tune during WWII, to
my Mom during their courtship. My mother,
who grew up listening to Mozart, Liszt and
Chopin, told me she thought Daddy, like
most Americans she had encountered, was
pretty weird.

Later, Mom would come to think that I
was cut from the same weird cloth. She
wanted me to wear dresses and petticoats
and have ribbons in my long hair. I wanted
to wear pants all the time, climb trees, play
Army with the other kids in the neighbor-
hood and never look at another dress as
long as I lived.

Daddy half-heartedly tried to get me to
go along with Mom's plans for my life; he'd
even help me get dressed when he was
home. He could braid my hair pretty good
but he always put my pinafores on back-
wards. When I was three, he kept me out of
harm's way twice - once when I "acciden-
tally" dropped an ashtray on Mom's glass-
top coffee table, and again as he held and
rocked me through a bad night of high fever
when I had pneumonia.

We got to "bach" it when Mom went to
the hospital to have my baby brother. I was
four, and Daddy took me to see "Davy
Crockett" with Fess Parker; the poor man sat

See Dad, Pale13
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Ceutiied frs. Page 12

through it three times, and then stood in line to get an autographed
picture of old Fess for me.

After filling me up with popcorn, candy and sodas, Daddy
bought me a coonskin cap, a fake fringed leather jacket with Davy
Crockett's face on the back and a gigantic pink plastic water pistol.
He never said a word as I soaked him to the skin.

Later, he sneaked me up to Mom's hospital room so I could see
for myself that she was all right. She nearly went into a coma when
she saw me, sweat running down my face (June in Texas is no place
for a coonskin cap and fringed leather jacket,
fake or not, and did I mention my tiger-
striped pedal-pushers?), singing "born on a.
mountaintop in Tennessee" over and over
against

My dad and I would never get tired of 4
going to movies together. My favorites were
"The Longest Day" and "Patton" because
afterward Daddy would discuss them with
me and tell me the way it really happened.

When Ted Turner brought us the American
Movie Channel and Turner Movie Classics,
my dad and I always looked forward to stay-
ing up late Saturday nights, long after my
mother had gone to bed, to watch all the old
black and white classics, especially war
movies with Gregory Peck, Clark Gable, John
Wayne and Jimmy Stewart. Even after I
moved to Austin and was able to visit my
parents only on weekends, we'd still stay up,
watch movies, talk about my job and sneak a
snack.

He taught me to read before I started
school, and when I wanted to read Shake-
speare, Tennessee Williams, Edward Albee
and Thomas Hardy, Daddy would discuss each work with me as I
read them. One of our best times was discussing "Catcher in the
Rye"; there's a little bit of Holden Caulfield in all of us.

He would recite the opening verse of Geoffrey Chaucer's "The
Canterbury Tales" in original Middle English, much to my merri-
ment, but I especially liked to hear him recite Walt Whitman's trib-
ute to Abraham Lincoln, "0 Captain! My Captain." When we were
allowed to memorize a poem of our choice in the sixth grade, I
proudly mimicked my dad: "0 Captain, my Captain, our fearful trip
is done. The ship has weathered every wrack, the prize we sought is
won."

My mother was the disciplinarian in the house. My father never
spanked either my brother or me; he would just look sadly at us
when we screwed up. We knew that we had disappointed him but
that he still loved us anyway.

But I'll tell you one thing; doing chores for him wasn't any fun.
He never forgot how to bark orders like a drill sergeant, waking my
brother and me Saturday mornings, telling us, "It's o-seven-hundred
hours; get up and police the area, change your bed linen, clean your
latrine and get all your shoes that need to be shined out on the
patio."

Once, when I was about 30, my dad and brother were helping me
move into my first house. Not only was Daddy barking orders at

Marty and me, he was also telling all the utility company installers
where to park and how to do their jobs. Out of frustration, I finally
said, "Daddy, you're not Gen. MacArthur and we're not your
troops." He laughed like he thought that was the funniest joke he'd
ever heard.

I've never understood all the arguments about sexual discrimina-
tion and harassment. My dad always told me I could be anything I
wanted, do anything I wanted and go anywhere I wanted if I
worked hard, always tried to do the right thing and never expected
something for nothing.

He told me to listen to what other people had to say because I
could learn from them, no matter what their gender, age, color,
nationality, religion or sexual preference was. He was always

amused by the debate over women in com-
bat and gays in the military. Daddy said
when you're in a foxhole with other soldiers
and there are bullets and shells flying over
your head and landing nearby, the last thing
you think about is romance.

When I was much younger and my head
was filled with all the grand and glorious
successes I was going to have in life, I pitied
my dad because he didn't get to fulfill either
of his two big dreams. So one day, I told him
I was sorry he didn't get to play for the New
York Yankees. He just smiled in his usual
quiet way and told me that he didn't regret
how his life had turned out because he had
a wife and two children whom he loved
very much.

April 9 this year fell on the Thursday
before Good Friday. I was just about to leave
my office to go to the Travel Counselors
Conference awards luncheon when I got a
phone call from a Temple policeman, Stan
Corbitt, an old schoolmate. He told me my
father had just had a heart attack but that
the paramedics were working on him.

I told him I would be there in an hour; I got to my parents' house
in 45 minutes. Officer Corbitt had left me a note telling me my father
had been taken to the Temple Veterans Administration hospital.
When I got there, my mother was surrounded by friends and their
priest.

Mom said she had left Daddy sitting in a chair in the garage
where he had been working to go in the house to finish making the
bed. She had been in the house for no more than five minutes when
the doorbell rang. One of their friends had stopped on his way to
Dallas to say hello and saw my dad slumped over in the chair.

Then some doctors came in looking for the family of Claude E.
Lundgren. They had tried to resuscitate him, they explained in the
usual awkward, cold and unfeeling medical terminology. Then I
heard them say they were sorry they couldn't save him.

Just as he had been liberated from a German prisoner-of-war
camp on April 9,1945, my father was liberated from the cares and
woes of life 53 years later to the day. And just as he and his buddies
did as they marched boldly out of that camp, we all sang "Onward,
Christian Soldiers" as we walked behind his casket out of the
church. *

"First Person" is a forum for TxDOT employees to share their
personal stories. Send contributions via GroupWise to Jeff Carmack,
editor, Transportation News, at JCARMACK.

Seaton
Cemimed . Page 3

can talk to him. But that doesn't mean he
says 'yes' very often," she grinned.

To relieve her stress in off-duty hours,
Seaton enjoys watching all kinds of sports.

"I used to play softball," she said, "until
my mid-30s. That's when my kids got inter-
ested in playing sports, so I gave up my
playing career so I could be involved in
theirs."

Since Seaton's husband, David, works for
the University of Texas men's athletic
department, she attends lots of UT baseball
games because "baseball's my favorite sport.
We go to some football games, particularly

the Texas-OU game every year," she said.
"The kids (Chad, 24; Casey, 20; and Cody,
16) have always gone with us."

Though not much of a basketball fan,
Seaton will watch just about any sport on
television. "I love watching soccer," she said.
"I think that's the best sport to start children
on. They learn team work and basic motor
skills that prepare them for other things."

She's ready to tackle the Austin Ice Bats
hockey team next. "It took me awhile to get
used to ice hockey in Texas heat," she
laughed, "but the fans certainly look like
they're having a good time."

The 26-year TxDOT veteran still spends
every day worrying if she's doing her job
right. "I took vocational education in high
school," Seaton said, "because I wanted to

be a secretary. I never thought I'd be doing
something like this.

"I got on with the department as a secre-
tary and gradually became an adjuster. I
never realized I was making a career
choice," she mused. "Honestly, I don't know
if I would have consciously picked this job. I
hate to have to be tough and that's what's
required a lot of times."

Yep, handling worker's comp claims is a
tough job, but somebody's got to do it. Car-
ing about doing the right thing is often the
toughest job in the world. *
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Service
Ammen Distrct
35 years
John R. Alred
25 years
David L. Stinson
15 years
Doyce M. Lee

Amarido District
15 years
Louis D. Camp
10 years
Brenda P. Lowe
Larry L. Wyble
5 years
Michael D. Cummings
Jeffrey N. Ewing

Atanta District
15 years
James G. Clark
16 years
William Holmes Jr.
5 years
Gerald L. Hatten
Michelle L. Heim
Glenda K. Reese
Loretta A. Self

Austin DistrIct
30 years
Willie H. Haverland
25 years
Leland R. Gebert
26 years
Lou R. Bridges
Fernando R. Lerma
15 years
Johnnie L. MacHu
10 years
Rodney D. Stabeno
5 years
Barbara A. Daniels
Lucio Trujillo

Beaumont Dstrct
36 years
John B. Durham
15 years
JayjD.Kelley10 ye Kelle

Myron M. Broussard
5 years
Mattie T. Hawthorne
Dustin E. Wilkey

Brownweod District
5 years
Earnest R. Cole

Bryan District
36 years
Jesse O. Latham
Jim C. Oldham
26 years
Katherine W. Hall
15 years
Michael J. Imhoff
David W. Martin
16 years
Jessie M. Glover
5 years
Maurice W. Jacob
Roger D. Montgomery
John Sifuentes Jr.

Chharess District
5 years
Ricky D. Pruitt

Cormm Chrds Ditrct
15 years
Mark A. Janysek
Annirene S. Liberto
Paula M. Sales

Colas Dilrct
Sears
Harvey R. Ballard
Douglas D. Fraley
Danny R. Jones
Thomas W. Roessler
25 yeas
Joseph L. Howard
Wil iam D. Young
26 years
Geary W. Bumside
Willis T. Lewis
15 yars
Larry LFerguson
Thomas R. Tomlin

Robert E. Brown
Tracey L. Friggle
Fred T. Gober
Kenneth W. Johnson
David T. Lott
Ibrahim A. Musa
5 Years
Gregory R. Denton
James A. Lang
Walter E. Terry

Awards
El Pas Distrct
26 years
Tomas R. Barraza
15 years
Gilbert Cangas

Fed Worth District
30 years
Lonnie D. Windham
20 years
Otto Lopez Jr.
Jessie E. Pike
Mark C. Schluter
15 years
Donald R. Lynch
10 years
Ronald B. Kelly
Steven T. Murray
5 years
Christy R. Collie
Eugene E. Steele Jr.

Houston DIstrict
30 years
Eugene E. Hargett Jr.
25 years
Gary D. Hall
John E. Raby
10 years
Evelyn A. Bunac
Kitping Kwok
Richard K. Murray
Sherry A. Spears
5 years
Segun K. Adefeso
David S. Jeffreys
Gail E. Morea
Gary W. Skolaut
Troy A. Wawarofsky

Lubbock District
30 years
Luther B. Johnson
20 years
Bobbie W. Gilley
Eddie W. Lampp
Raymond Perkins
5 years
Sherry L. Catoe
Albert Mendoza
Jarl J. Vanness

LukIn District
20 years
Steven K. Barton
Kenneth M. Hogg
5 years
Sam A. Hankla
Robert W. Mettlen

Odesa District
35 years
Roberto G. Marquez
20 years
Kenneth I. Mikesell
15 years
Nolberto T. Aguirre

Paris Dstrict
15 years
Thomas D. Ellis
16 years
Marsha L. Scholl
5 years
Lisa B. Hatcher
Sydney N. Newman
Robbie J. Pugh

Pha Dirct
35 years
Federico Oviedo
36 years
Guillermo Salinas
Salvador Vela
26 years
Reynaldo R. Cantu
Esequiel Perez
5 years
) E. LeaISU Angele

Samuel R. Gebara15 yars
John R. Dewitt Jr.
16 years
Manuel J. Paredes Jr.
Romeo V. Perez Jr.
Years
Stephanie B. Dewitt

San Antonio Distrct
25 years
Martha G. Borth
James M. Hubbard
Elwin N. Koehler
26 years
Thomas L. Bohl
Patrick C. Brown
Jerry M. Deleon
Dennis W. Goodall
Tim J. Haass
Maria C. Trevino
Dennis M. Vackar
15 years
Marie E. Williams
10 years
Joel K. Davenport Jr.
Ronald E. Korzekwa
Brent W. Rainosek
5 years
Marvin D. Hatter
Lonny R. Williams

Waco Distrct
20 years
Lawson W. Trantham
15 years
William A. Fitch
16 years
Donna C. Culverhouse
5 years
Roger F. Brooks
Humbert M. Galindo
Johnny M. Rodriguez

Wichita Falls DIstrIct
10 years
Mickey L. Marlow
5 years
David S. Duck
Daneena L. Hoban

Yeakum District
36 years
Victor E. Chumchal
Vidal Mireles
25 years
Joseph D. Bujnoch
Raymond L. Renken
David S. Schneider
20 years
D. Rogers
5 years
Johnny C. Novak

Business Opportunity
Program Office
5 years

Construction and
Maintenance Dvsons
35 years
Tommy R. Etheredge
Herbert W. Smart
20 years
Victor M. Garcia
16 years
Judith J. Barrada
Debra J. Lajoie
Clay L. Piper Brown
5 years
Gerald D. Peterson Jr.
Stanley W. Rasberry

Design Division
15 years
Patricia L. Crews-Weight
16 years
Danette R. Palenske.
5 years
John E. Barrett
Madhukar M. Kamble
Mark W. McDaniel
Shawn D. McMahon
Ramin Z. Thomasian

OM"M
Diio
5 years
Renee V. Chadwick

nce Division
25 years
Brenda L. Nilsson
21 years
Sylvia A. Antle

General Services Division
20 years
Mary R. Rendon
15 years
Alejandro S. Aviles
10 years
Adna R. Johnson
5 years
John R. Chambers
David L. Chambers
Melissa P. Garrow
Ingrid Koressel
Rodney J. Polivka

Human Resources Division
20 years
John G. Whittle
15 years
Betty C. Ballard
10 years
Patricia E. Callaham
5 years
Marlene L. Bradley

information Systems
Dslon
30 years
Jesse C. Pospisil
20 years
Truc T. Tran
15 years
Ronald R. Durham
10 years
David T. Anderson
5 years
Connie D. Doig
Howard A. Wolfson

Motor Carrier Division
10 years
Pamela M. Davis
Ben D. Templeton
5 years
Gene J. Hooper
Bruce R. Merrill Ill
Margarita Mota

Occupational Safety
Division
10 years
Bessie H. Mayfield
Philip J. Pellegrino

Right of Way Division
30 years
Betty C. Oneal

Taffic Operations Division
10 years
Bruce G. Hallock

vehicle Tities and
Registration Division
36 years
Terry O. Ericson
25 years
Rexanne G. Meaux
26 years
Evelyn H. Davis
Clementina Jurado
Paula B. Noland
Shirley C. Walker
15 years
Mary L. Gonzales

In Memoriam
Employees
Texas Turnpike Autherity
Peter R. Davis II, Director, died

May 17, 1998

Wichita Falls District
Roger G. Swindle, Maintenance

Technician IV, died May 16, 1998

Retirees
Brownwood District
Paul D. Pulling, Shop Foreman IV, retired

1977, died April 23, 1998

Bryan District
Milton M. Ahrens, Maintenance

Technician III, retired 1980, died
April 24, 1998

Tommie M. Luster, Administrative
Assistant, retired 1977, died
March 31, 1998

Childress District
Barto E. Rose, Maintenance Technician

Ill, retired 1980, died March 3,
1998,

William W. Tyner, Maintenance
Technician IlIl, retired 1972, died
April 11, 1998

Del Rio District
Leo D. Killingsworth, Maintenance

Technician III, retired 1976, died
March 30, 1998

El Paso District
Roy T. Jennings, Engineer IV, retired

1974, died April 13, 1998

Houston District
Earnest E. Pond, Maintenance

Technician Ill, retired 1971, died
April 30, 1998

Lubbock District
Milton G. Estep, Maintenance

Technician Ill, retired 1993, died
Feb. 9, 1998

Lulkin District
Robert F. Johnson, Maintenance

Technician Ill, retired 1981, died
January 7, 1998

Bennie R. Merchant, Maintenance
Technician Ill, retired 1990, died
March 1, 1998

Hollis F. Stringer, Maintenance
Technician II, retired 1969, died
April 28, 1998

Paris District
Ellie H. Luckett, Maintenance

Technician II, retired 1982, died
May 21, 1998

San Angelo District
Pedro M. Lombrana, Maintenance

Technician IV, retired 1997, died
March 9, 1998

Waco District
Dick Ford, Maintenance Technician IV,

retired 1995, died April 7, 1998

Finance Division
Raymond R. Prade, Administrative

Technician III, retired 1991, died
April 12, 1998

Materials and Tests Division
Magnolia 0. Turpen, Senior Laboratory

Clerk, retired 1961, died April 1,
1998

Motor Carrier Division

on-line for customers
To streamline service and cut down on the time cus-

tomers spend on hold, the Motor Carrier Division has
gone online.

Now, customers can do many of the things they once
had to call in to do, and they can do them without ever
being put on hold.

MCD's Carol Vinton, who helped coordinate the cre-
ation of the division's Internet site, said, "We figured out
up front what we wanted the site to do. Then it was just a
matter of figuring out how to do it."

The site provides information on all of the division's
business areas, including motor carrier registration infor-
mation, vehicle storage facility licensing information and
permitting information.

Customers can also order permits, check permit restric-
tions, order forms and submit questions to the division on-
line.

"Nobody likes to wait on hold," Vinton said, "so we
thought if we could get some people the info they need
through the Internet, then we could spend more time on
the phone with the people who really need the one-on-one
attention."

Customers can also order forms online. "Right now it
(the number of forms) is limited, but the number is grow-
ing," Vinton said. "Customers can also apply for over-
size/overweight permits and temporary vehicle registra-
tion. They can also check permit restrictions, which are
updated daily," she said.

The MCD site also has links to TxDOT's road condition
report, as well as links to other places like the Vehicle Title
and Registration Division, the Department of Public Safe-
ty, the State Comptroller of Public Accounts Office, the
Federal Highway Administration and the U.S. Department
of Transportation's Office of Motor Carriers.

This service is available at http://www.dot.state.tx.us
(click on "Trucking and Vehicle Storage Facilities"). *

- Public Information Office
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Letters
I wish to recognize your employee,

Claudette Nielsen for her professional, courte-
ous service in the handling of my applica-
tion. She is extremely knowledgeable and
handles her clients with extreme courtesy
and efficiency.

Claudette is an asset to your department
and her professionalism reflects your
department well.

Harold Sanchez
New Braunfels
Claudette Nielsen is a registration officer

in the Motor Carrier Division.

On March 26,I had the unfortunate task
of investigating a fatal motor vehicle acci-
dent in San Saba County on the San Saba
River bridge. The next day I was courteous-
ly assisted by the San Saba TxOOT crew under
the supervision of Ronnie Vaughn.

On short notice I asked Vaughn if he
could block Texas 16 for our team member
to reconstruct and measure the accident
scene. Without complaints we were gra-
ciously and promptly assisted. On May 1 I
again asked for assistance as we desired to
once more block off the roadway and video
the scene at night to re-create the events as
closely as possible. The San Saba TxDOT
crew was again in place and the investiga-
tion went as planned without any problems.
As you may know, blocking any roadway at
night is a dangerous task. Without the sup-
port and help from Vaughn and his men the
assignment would have been very difficult
at best.

I wish to express my thanks to you and
the fine people you have working at the San
Saba TxDOT office. I have worked in several
places in the state during the past 16 years of
my career and I believe the people at the San
Saba office are absolutely the best, courte-
ous, efficient and helpful men I have
worked with in your organization. Without
hesitation I can say these men perform and
outstanding service not only the highway
patrol in San Saba County but to the citizens
and motorists that travel through our area. It
is people like Vaughn and his crew that not
only make my job easier but the roadways
safer for use by the public at large. They are
all to be highly commended. Again I appre-
ciate their efforts as both of our agencies
work together to prevent accidents and save
lives in our great state.

Ross C. Cox
Texas Department of Public Safety
Ronnie Vaughn is a roadway mainte-

nance supervisor. Assisting him were main-
tenance technicians Jack H. Chastain, Danny
Garza, Edward D. Jones Jr., Rudy R. Mar-
tinez, Rudy K. Poe, Tommy D. Singleton;
assistant maintenance supervisor James D.
Wilson and maintenance crew chief Arthur
H. Hall. All work in the San Saba mainte-
nance office, Brownwood District.

We would like to thank Timothy Meador for
taking care of our rural mailbox needs. He is
thoroughly accommodating to any of our

requests and shows great initiative in
proposing possible and safe sites for box
placement.

We appreciate you.
Lola Gholson,
Postmaster
Aspermont
Timothy Meador is a sign technician in

the Abilene District's Stonewall County
maintenance section.

I wish to thank E. Leon Wood for the April
1 letter and information he enclosed to me. I
appreciate the time he spent in Claude and
the effort put forth in answering some of my
questions.

He is a man of his word.
Glenn Conrad
Claude
E. Leon Wood is traffic operations man-

ager in the Amarillo District.

I feel compelled to write and tell you
about one of your employees, Fred Johnson,
the Good Samaritan who came to my rescue
on Central Expressway. My car was stalled
and he was the only one who stopped to
render assistance. I found Johnson to be
polite, professional and concerned about my
dilemma. He even gave me a ride to my
office in City Place.

Johnson is an excellent representative for
the Texas Department of Transportation. I
know you need good public relations during
this period of lengthy construction and he
has certainly provided it.

Please express to Johnson my gratitude
and admiration for a job well done that was
beyond the call of duty. I will always be
grateful.

Alicia Baigle
Richardson
Fred Johnson is a Construction Inspector

in the Dallas Northeast Area Office, Dallas
District.

Just as I was about to don my waders,
foul-weather gear and camera, a phone call
came. We live on the south side of Corpus
Christi in the middle, literally, of the Holly
Road improvements. We've had water
standing adjacent to our back yard since the
much needed monsoon hit. This, of course,
created quite a problem all over town. My
problem was that it flooded my bathroom.
The problem resulted apparently from grad-
ing. After calling city, county, state, contrac-
tor, etc., etc., I was finally put in touch with
Tommy Solomon of TxDOT.

Solomon's phone call tells me that he
stayed on my problem. We expect new inlets
to be put in place and degrading shortly.

What a surprise to find a dedicated
employee actually willing to work at mak-
ing things right. What a valuable asset
Solomon is to our state.

Dave and Kathy Wheeler
Corpus Christi
Tommy Solomon in a Construction

Inspector in the Corpus Christi Area Office.

I wish to express my appreciation and
gratitude to two employees who came to my
rescue last week in El Paso.

My husband and I were driving our 36-
foot motor home on Interstate 10 through
downtown El Paso on the afternoon of
March 3. We found that we had lost power
but were able to coast to the inside shoulder
of what is an extremely busy highway. We
called the engine manufacturer's local ser-
vice shop and explained that we were
stranded. The service manager said he
would send someone to assist us because
heavy traffic made it impossible to get out of
our vehicle. We waited for over an hour
with no help in sight.

Then along came a Courtesy Patrol vehicle
from the Texas Department of Transportation.

The two men in it stopped, talked to us,
asked to look at the engine and proceeded to
fix what was a disconnected throttle linkage.
They also helped us get out from our precar-
ious position along the highway and on our
way.

We asked if they would take money,
which they would not! So the only thing
that I could think to do was to write to you
expressing our gratefulness. Please pass on
to Rafael M. Delgado and Ricardo Quintana our
thanks for a terrific job. They are outstand-
ing representatives for this wonderful pro-
gram, and we are so thankful for their assis-
tance.

By the way, we never did see anyone
from the shop. Thank heaven for your peo-
ple.

Norma and John Frank
Youngstown, Ohio
Rafael Delgado and Ricardo Quintana

work for the El Paso District Courtesy
Patrol.

I would like to commend Jimmy Mullings
and David Pollard of the signal department as
Good Samaritans.

On May 1, my daughter was driving
from Hubbard to Waco on Texas 31. A
blowout shredded one of her tires. No hous-
es or businesses were nearby. And she was
not sure she could master the complicated
jack and change the tire. The above gentle-
men were kind enough to stop and install
the spare for her.

Our thanks to these men for their helpful
courtesy. They are a credit to your operation.

C.G. Scruggs
Hubbard
Jimmy Mullings and David Pollard are

traffic system technicians in the Waco Dis-
trict's signal operations section.

I was in Austin on June 8 for business.
My associates and I came to the TxDOT to
ask about a catalog of Texas.

Keith Edwards was so helpful and thought-
ful to help us with more than we asked for.
It is so nice to go into a business and be wel-
comed as we felt that day.

Sylvia Damuth
San Antonio
Keith Edwards is a security guard in the

Dewitt C. Greer Building in Austin. He
works for Initial Security.
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The Houston District's Public Information
Office was recently recognized for its work
in connection with the reconstruction of a
segment of Interstate 45 through downtown
Houston.

The Texas Public Relations Association
gave their most prestigious award, the Silver
Spur, to the Houston District PIO in recogni-
tion of the public information campaign
designed and implemented for the recon-
struction of Pierce Elevated in 1996-1997.

To keep motorists informed about what
was going on during the massive project, an
extensive public information campaign
employing billboards, direct handout and
radio announcements was developed.

Chief among the innovations was the
establishment of an incentive/disincentive
contract that rewarded the contractor for
early completion. The contractor earned $1.6
million, the largest early-completion bonus
ever awarded by TxDOT.

Pierce Elevated was opened to traffic in

Pearlis Bushong
Yoakum District

How do you get information about the
rural transportation system provided by
TxDOT to the people who need to know?

If you are Yoakum District's Public Trans-
portation Coordinator Wanda Carter-Dyer,
you schedule events during Try Transit
Week that include spinning the wheel for
prizes. Transit Week was May 11-15.

To increase awareness of the transit pro-
grams available, Carter-Dyer held programs
at the senior citizens' centers in Cuero and
Victoria. Surveys she conducted at each site
covered the three types of services offered:
urban; rural; and service for the elderly and
disabled.

Everyone completing a survey spun a
wheel and received a prize. Brochures and
schedules were also provided to everyone
attending the two events.

Besides the two events, Carter-Dyer
received coverage in several newspapers
around the Yoakum District, including an
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Retirements
Ce CMsti Distrct
Edwardo Ocanas, Transportation

Maintenance Supervisor II, 28 years

Oft=s DistrlCt
Bernardino M. Gamboa, Engineering

Technician III, 23 years
San Antanl District
Dennis J. Pfohl, Engineering Technician

III, 26 years

Inlorminln Sistems Division
Myrna Klipple, Classification Planner II,

31 years

Jun
Amnrihl Dimdrct
Randal C. Bradford, Engineering

Technician V, 30 years
Ruth W. Kuhler, Program Administrator

II, 24 years
Donald J. Shipman, Director III, 33 years

Anstl Dist
John E. Jarosek, Engineering Technician

11, 19 years
Lonny R. Hocker, Engineering

Technician III, 26 years

is District
Nevil G. Moore, Jr., Engineering
Technician V, 28 years

Pharr Disct
Apolonio "Polo" Carbajal, Transportation

Maintenance Supervisor III, 32 years

San Angelo District
Roland R. Sowell,

Engineering Technician III, 27 years
William R. (Royce) Rogers, Engineering

Specialist II, 36 years
George C. Ybarra, Transportation

Maintenance Supervisor II, 31 years

-neiae Sysemn Divison
Don Whitsel, Systems Analyst V, 31

years
Gordon Wier, Telecommunications

Specialist IV, 31 years

tlic Operations Division
Laura Dodd, Executive Assistant, 31

years

Vehicle Tiles and Reglstrauen Division
Judy E. Ward, System Support Specialist

III, 24 years

Calendar
JlULY

1-2 Pavement Management Information System
(PMIS) Visual Rater Certification Classes,
Austin, DES

7-9 Pavement Management Information System
(PMIS) Visual Rater Certification Classes,
Odessa, DES

7-18 Keep Texas Beautiful 31st annual convention,
Houston, TRV

13-15 "How To" Conference - Texas Chapter of
ATSSA, Austin, TRF

14-15 DE/DD/OD meeting, Austin, EXD
14-16 Pavement Management Information System

(PMIS) Visual Rater Certification Classes,
Austin, DES

26-22 GEOPAK Drainage Training, Houston, DES
21-22 1998 Permit Coordinators Conference,

Austin, MCD
21-23 Pavement Management Information System

(PMIS) Visual Rater Certification Classes,
San Antonio, DES

28-29 GEOPAK Drainage Training, Fort Worth, DES
28-36 Pavement Management Information System

(PMIS) Visual Rater Certification Classes,
Austin, DES

30 Commission Meeting, Sherman-Denison

AUGUST
3-5 1998 Texas Ports and Waterways Conference

"Implications on the Texas Transportation
System," San Antonio, PTN

4-6 Pavement Management Information System
(PMIS) Visual Rater Certification Classes,
Beaumont, DES4-7 SHRP International Showcase Workshop,
Laredo, FHWA/LRD

7-li K Texas Beautiful Convention, Houston,

11 Texas Turnpike Authority Board meeting,
Austin

11-13 Pavement Management Information System
(PMIS) Visual Rater Certification Classes,
Austin, DES

17-13 sEmployment Law Seminar - Mock Trial,
Austin, OCR

18-20 Pavement Management Information System
(PMIS) Visual Rater Certification Classes,
Dallas, DES

26 Commission Meeting, Austin
27 LBJ's birthday (holiday)
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1964. It quickly became a key element of the
downtown freeway system. Studies in the
1960s projected the six-lane elevated high-
way would have an average daily vehicle
count of 82,508 after 20 years. In 1996, the
average daily vehicle count was in excess of
182. Repair costs were averaging $500,000 a
year. Occasional failures of the reinforced
concrete deck caused lane closures for emer-
gency repairs that sometimes lasted from
hours and days to weeks.

The job was completed 30 days ahead of
schedule, and Traylor Brothers Construction
of Evansville, Ind., earned a $1.6 million
early completion bonus, the largest ever
awarded by TxDOT.

Before the construction contract was
awarded, the department contracted with
Dallas advertising agency Oldfield-Davis to
conduct a public information campaign. *

- Houston District

interview in The Victoria Advocate.
"One of the myths we are trying to dispel

is that this service is only for the elderly and
disabled," Carter-Dyer said. "The rural pro-
gram is open to anyone needing a ride to the
doctor, grocery store, beauty shop or any
other place. The only requirement is a 24-
hour advance reservation that can be made
by calling the senior citizen center in that
town."

A portion of administration and operat-
ing expenses for the program are reim-
bursed by the state.

A fare for each type of service is charged
for riders.

Besides being a cost-efficient way for the
elderly to travel, it is also safer for them.

Carter-Dyer also held "Jeopardy!" and
"Wheel of Fortune" competitions in the dis-
trict office to raise awareness among the
employees about the service she helps pro-
vide. In addition to the games, a door deco-
rating contest was held depicting what
transportation might look like in 2020. *
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Houston PIOs recognized

for Pierce Elevated work

Yoakum uses games to entice residents
to learn more about public transportation


