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By Michelle Releford
Public Information Office

Everybody seems to collect

something, even if it's just
paperclip chains or sculp-

tures made of dryer lint.
It turns out that many TxDOT

employees collect strange and
wonderful things.

Deputy Executive Director
Kirby Pickett collects ties with a
Texas theme. He said "about 90
percent of the time" you can
catch him in the halls of the
Greer Building wearing one. His
collection of "about 20" started
when he sent one to his son sta-
tioned in Japan. Pickett found
that a popular department store
carried an array of Texas ties, and
he's worn them ever since.

The stories behind the collec-
tions oftentimes are more intrigu-
ing than the collections them-
selves.

For some, like Larry Nichols
(check out VIP on Page 3), a col-
lection is a reminder that "it's
never too late to have a happy
childhood."

For others, like former Dallas
District Engineer James Huffman

(photo left), his collection of
Texas Highway maps dating back
to the 1950s is a representation of
his long career as a respected
public servant.

Even a shy collector will light
up when asked about his or her
precious objects and the inquirer
can learn more about this person
than perhaps they could after
years of break-room chatter.

Collections are all about pas-
sion. Why do these particular
objects evoke passion in these
collectors? They all have their
reasons.

Johnnie Bates is "sentimental"
about Elvis, Piedad Rodriquez
considers her walking jewelry a
pet and Gene Carruth's love of
arrowheads (photo above) came
from his love of the land.

These are just a few examples
of the myriad responses received
to a Transportation News call for
collectors.

Every collection is different,
but every employee is pure
TxDOT. Take a look in the pages
ahead at the colorful fabric of
humanity that composes our
workforce. *
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Straight Talk

TxDOT thrives on diversity of its people
It's been said that the one thing we all

have in common in TxDOT is that we all are
different.

The saying, which puzzled me at the time,
reminds me of its cousin: The only constant
is change.

Then I had a preview of this issue of
Transportation News - this Collector's
Edition. As you can see in
the next few pages, TxDOT
people like to collect things -
but different things. These
range from license plates, to
miniature toys, to arrow-is
heads to roadmaps of Texas,
to Elvis "things," to almost
anything you can imagine.

People like to collect Wes Heald
things - that's something we
have in common with most everybody. But
not everybody likes to collect the same things
- that's something that makes us different.

What do you like to collect?
Whatever you collect, it's a good bet there

are others who share some of your same
interests. When you find such people, you
might call them friends, fellow hobbyists, or
fellow travelers. You might even call them
co-workers.

It has been my pleasure for so many years

to call TxDOT people my friends. I haven't
collected the most years of TxDOT experi-
ence among present employees, but I've col-
lected quite a few. Whether you've collected a
lot of years with the department or just a few,
all of us have TxDOT in common -
although we're all different.

Such differences lead us to think about the
other "D" word commonly used in TxDOT.
That's "diversity." Defined, it means "the
condition of being different."

At TxDOT, it is our shared vision to
"ensure a desirable workplace which creates a
diverse team of all kinds of people and pro-
fessions."

We do this in many ways - some ways
more visible than others. But for every day
that goes by, someone in TxDOT is working
to ensure that our workforce reflects the
diversity of the Texas workforce. Our efforts
at recruiting and retaining qualified employ-
ees focus on providing the necessary talent
from among all Texans.

Our efforts are required every day because
we know we have much yet to accomplish if
our workforce of 14,000 individuals is to
reflect the general workforce of this state.

Elsewhere in this edition, you can read
about some of those efforts through the

AtTxDOT, it is our shared vision to

"ensure a desirable workplace which

creates a diverse team of all kinds of

people and professions."

- Wes Heald

years. Last month some people in TxDOT

attended to the national observance of Black
History Month. In coming months, others
will honor other cultures and heritages.

The department encourages its employees
to observe and honor their diverse cultural
heritages. TxDOT encourages employees to
learn about and respect the cultural heritages
of others. Such observances help us to under-
stand who we are and where we come from.
They also help us understand who others are
and where they come from.

Such observances teach us how we are dif-
ferent, and how we are alike.

Sometimes we are all puzzled when we
bump up against the constancy of change.
And sometimes we enjoy the knowledge that
we all have something in common - we're all
different. *

Governor appoints Williamson to commission
Former member of House awaits confirmation by Senate

Austin - Weatherford business
leader Ric Williamson, a former
member of the Texas House, was
named Feb. 19 by Gov. Rick Perry to
fill the vacant position on the Texas
Transportation Commission.

The governor's appointment awaits
confirmation by the Texas Senate.

Media accounts describe
Williamson as a close friend of the
governor, whose naming of
Williamson was among the new gov-
ernor's first official appointments.

As a state representative from

1985-1997, Williamson served along-
side Perry. Williamson, 49, met
Perry while the two men campaigned
for seats in the state House in 1984.

Williamson has been credited with
creating the Texas Department of
Information Resources and with
helping to establish the state's perfor-
mance-based budget system.

As the governor's appointee,
Williamson would fill the position
vacated by David M. Laney of
Dallas, whose term expired Feb. 1.

Williamson owns a natural gas

production company in Weatherford,

the Parker County seat, 25 miles west

of Fort Worth.

Following Senate confirmation,

Williamson would join two others on

the three-member commission:

Commissioner John W. Johnson of
Houston, whose term ends in 2005,

and commission member Robert L.

Nichols of Jacksonville in East Texas,
whose term expires in 2003.

Williamson's term would be for six

years. *
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Got news?
Did your district newsletter run a story you think other TxDOT employees would enjoy reading? Do
you know of a co-worker with an interesting hobby? We want your story ideas. To contribute, con-
tact your district public information officer. He or she can pass it along to us. Or you can contact
Editor Michelle Releford by phone at (512) 463-8609.

Submission info
Photos and copy (articles, columns and letters) must be submitted by the second Friday of the
month.
District employees should discuss potential submissions with their public information officer.
Photos and copy should be sent as e-mail attachments to MRELEFO as Microsoft Word files.
Photos sent electronically should be in .jpeg (or .jpg) format.

Copies of this publication have been deposited with the Texas State
Library in compliance with the State Depository Law.

Trouble getting Transportation News?
Call (512) 463-8588
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TxDOT photo library

Iced D. Lee, right, is guest of honor at a 1958
celebration honoring his 30th anniversary with
the department.

TxDOT photo library

"My early experiences
with TxDOT gave me
hope for my brighter
future," says former
elevator operator
Marie Thompson,now
retired from TxDOT.

Photo by Quevarra Moten

"We had some of the
best Thanksgiving
and Christmas din-
ners in this room,"
said David Brown of
the old porter's room
In the Greer Building.

TxDOT photo library

Sebron Foster recieves 30-year award in 1958.

TxDOT revisits roots during Black History Month
By Quevarra Moten
Public Information OfficeFrom the invention of the automobile to

the invention of highways, African-
Americans have had a part in making

the transportation system what it is today.
In the early 1900s, Garret Augustus

Morgan, after witnessing a traffic accident

between an automobile and a horse-drawn

carriage, invented a way to decrease colli-

sions. On Nov. 20, 1923, Morgan patented

one of his inventions, the automatic traffic
signal. Because of Morgan's invention he is

now considered the father of transportation
safety and technology.

Just as traffic safety was important to
Morgan, traffic safety became one of the
main goals of the Texas Department of
Transportation.

African-Americans throughout the last
few decades were part of the major transition
within TxDOT. Equal opportunity officer
Marvin Bridges researched the only docu-
mentation of the history itself in the early
1980s. Retirees and employees who actually
contributed to TxDOT history, tell the story.

Austin employees were invited to celebrate
this culture at a heritage festival held in
honor of national Black History Month at
the Riverside Campus in February.

When the department was created in
1917, the first 10 employees were all Anglo
males. Around the mid-1920s, African-
Americans were hired as porters, housekeep-
ers, drivers and later elevator operators in the
then Building Services Division (now

General Services).
In 1958, the late Fred D. Lee and Sebron

Foster were some of the first African-
Americans within the Texas Department of
Transportation to receive 30-year service
awards. Four generations of Lee's family have
come through TxDOT since 1958 including
his brother George Coleman. His son-in-law
Willie B. Harrison retired from TxDOT in
1980. Granddaughter Connie Spears has
been with the Finance Division for more
than 25 years. Great-granddaughter
Kimberlee Spears worked with the depart-
ment as a summer employee.

In the early 1960s, African-American
women were introduced into the TxDOT

workforce. Helen McCarther, Ruby Glasco,
Lucille White and Marie Thompson were
some of the first African-American female

elevator operators at Austin
The Building Services Division was the

only division at this time with African-
American employees.

In the bottom of the Dewitt C. Greer
building in Austin, in what was called the
"porter's room," these employees ate lunch
and played dominoes on their breaks. From
early on, this was the only place where they
could freely come together while at work.

Retiree Willie B. Harrison reflects on the
time spent in the porter's room, "While wait-
ing for our assignments to come through the
P.A. system in the porter's room, we sat
around discussing daily situations, reading
the Bible or the paper - just enjoying one
another's company."

As time progressed so did opportunity. In
1969, Prairie View A & M graduate Walter
Crook became the first African-American
engineer for the department. In 1993, he
became the first African-American district
engineer where he is still at the helm in the
Beaumont District.

"Over the years, I've been inspired by the
efforts of our leadership toward diversity and
the accomplishments of those individuals

that have chosen careers with our agency," he
said.

In the later 1970s, TxDOT opened the
door for more African-Americans in other
professional areas. In 1978, Baylor graduate
Wanda Ealey was hired as an auditor in the
Finance Division. The department also hired
two African-American female civil engineer-
ing graduates, and one African-American

female as an internal review analyst.
The early 1980s brought about a need for

diversity within the department. In 1982,
Marvin Bridges was hired as the depart-
ment's first equal opportunity officer.
According to an account given by Bridges,
who is now deceased, "Before July 1977 the
department has never had an African-
American female professional or technical
employee in its history."

Former elevator operator Marie Thompson,
now retired, became a records clerk in the
Human Resource Division and later became
a human resources manager.

Thompson said, "My early experiences
with TxDOT gave me hope for my brighter
future."*

TxDOT celebration breaks new ground

Photo by Griff Smith

Ivanho, a poet, recited
verses for attendees of
the Black History Month
celebration.

AUSTIN - In honor of
Black History Month in
February, a special celebration
was organized and attended by
TxDOT employees at the
Riverside Campus.

This event was the first of
its kind at TxDOT in hopes
that next year, other districts,
divisions and offices would
take part in their own celebra-
tions, according to the organiz-
ers.

TxDOT support for this
year's African heritage celebra-
tion was appreciated. TxDOT
Executive Director Wes Heald,
with Cathy Williams, assistant
executive director for support

operations, and Kirby Pickett,

deputy executive director,

showed their support by giving

approval and contributing to

the fundraiser. TxDOT
employees B.J Taylor (Office of
Civil Rights), Stanley "Razz"
Rasberry (Construction

Division), Katina Irvin

(Construction Division),

Phyllis Chandler (assistant to

Commissioner John Johnson),
Mark Cross (Public
Information Office), and many

others were instrumental in

making this year's Austin
African Heritage Celebration a

success. *

Walter Crook, in
1969 became the
first African-Ameri-
can engineer for the
department. In
1993, he became
district engineer of
the Beaumont
District.

T*DOT photo

Over theyears, I've been inspired by
the efforts of our leadership toward
diversity and the accomplishments of
those individuals that have chosen
careers with our agency.

- Walter Crook
.
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Ready, set, save: SavIngs possIble on prescriptions
State's Employees Retirement System up a substantial amount of the tomer service department.

explains structure for drug co-payments

By Jennifer L. Williams
Human Resources Division

Expenditures for employee
and retiree health coverage have
steadily increased by 27 percent
between 1996 and 2000 for the
state's Uniform Group Insurance
Program (UGIP).

During this period of time,
funding from the state and

members increased only by 17
percent.

In response to rapidly rising
health care costs, beginning on
Sept. 1, 2000, the Employees
Retirement System of Texas
(ERS) initiated a three-tier pre-
scription drug co-payment struc-
ture to offset expenses.

Prescription drug costs make

entire health-plan costs. I ne
three-tier co-payment structure
outlined below is designed to
help defray the rising costs asso-
ciated with the prescription drug
program.

Be aware that each health
insurance plan participating in
the UGIP has developed its own
three-tier formulary list.

A copy of the insurance carri-
er's formulary list may be
obtained by contacting its cus-

However, it is also important
to note that formularies may

change throughout the 2001 fis-

cal plan year, Sept. 1, 2000

through Aug. 31, 2001.
Also below is a list of frequent-

ly asked questions about the pre-

scription program.

Compare the differences in the

costs of prescriptions in the chart

below and plan how you can save

money through the mail. *

Generic Drugs $5 $15 $10 $60 $40
($20 annual savings)

Preferred Name $20 $60 $40 $240 $160
Brand Drugs ($80 annual savings)

Non-Preferred Name $35 $105 $70 $420 $280
Brand Drugs ($140 annual savings)

* Based on 12-month supply at the cost of 12 refills.
** Based on 12-month supply at the cost of 4 refills for 90-day prescriptions.

Formulary List
M Q I am aware that formulary lists are

subject to change throughout the plan year.
However, I still would like to obtain a copy
of my carrier's formulary list. Who do I con-
tact for assistance?

A: A copy of your health plan's formu-
lary list may be obtained by directly contact-
ing their customer service department. This
information is also available online through
each carrier's homepage. A direct link to all
UGIP participating insurance carriers is
available through the ERS website
www.ers.state.tx.us.

Retail vs. mailorder
" QWhat are the major differences

between the retail and the mail-order portion
of the prescription drug program?

A: The retail portion of the prescrip-
tion drug program allows you to obtain up to
a 30-day supply of medications. A 90-day
supply of a prescription is available from a
retail pharmacy only for oral contraceptives,
at a cost of three co-payments. To simplify
the process, be sure to present your ID card
at a participating retail pharmacy to have
your prescription filled at the $5 generic, $20
preferred brand-name or $35 non-preferred
brand-name co-payment.

The mail-order portion of the prescription
drug program allows you to obtain up to a
90-day supply of medications. You can
receive a 90-day supply of insulin, hormones,
oral contraceptives and other drugs only
through your health plan's mail-order pre-
scription program. With your physician's
approval, generic medications will be dis-
pensed, whenever possible. The 90-day mail-
order prescriptions will be filled at the $10
generic, $40 preferred brand-name or $70
non-preferred brand-name co-payment.

The mail-order program provides conve-

nience and cost savings on maintenance
drugs, such as heart medication or insulin.

When prescriptions are filled through the
mail-order program, they are reviewed for
any potential drug interactions based on a
person's personal medication profile.

HealthSelect participants can contact Paid
Prescription/Merck Medco at (800) 903-
8345 with pharmacy related concerns.
HealthSelect Plus participants can contact
Advance Paradigm at (800) 521-2227 for
assistance. The prescription drug administra-
tor for other UGIP participating health plans
will vary by carrier.

Name-brand drugs
0 Q What are name-brand prescriptions

and how are they classified?

A: Name-brand prescriptions are clas-
sified into two categories, preferred and non-
preferred. Preferred name-brand drugs are
available for a co-payment of $20. Preferred
drugs are classified based on their effective-
ness and cost. The use of a preferred drug is
voluntary.

Non-preferred name-brand drugs are
available for a co-payment of $35 retail and
$70 mail-order, if your physician does not
specifically prescribe a preferred name-brand
drug. Non-preferred drugs are generally
additional medications that treat conditions.
Usually these drugs mirror a drug on the pre-
ferred list but are more costly.

Generic drugs
0 Q What are generic drugs and how

do they compare to name-brand drugs?

A: Some carriers also list generic drugs
or note when a generic equivalent is avail-
able. This list is also known as a "formulary"
list. A formulary list is designed for quick
referencing of pharmaceuticals. It is also a list

of drug products, including their strengths
and appropriate dosages available for use by

participants. Generic drugs are an alternative

to more costly name-brands. By using pre-

ferred name-brand and generic drugs, you

will help keep your prescription costs down,

as well as the overall costs of the state's

insurance program.

A generic drug is a chemically equivalent

copy of a name-brand drug. All drugs con-

sidered to be generically equivalent to a

name-brand drug must meet strict require-

ments set by the Federal Food and Drug
Administration. Generic drugs are designed
to produce the same results as name-brand

drugs. Overall, generics cost less than name-

brands because a large portion of the cost of

a name-brand drug covers the cost of

research and development.

As an added feature, Texas law requires
pharmacists to indicate when a generic drug

has been used to fill a prescription. When a

generic drug is used, the container label will
contain the words "substituted for brand pre-
scribed" or "substituted for" and the name

brand will be listed. You may choose not to
have a prescription filled with a generic drug;

however, your co-payment will be higher.

Additional information
" Q Where do I go to find out more

information about my specific insurance car-
rier?

A: Please consult your local Human
Resources officer, benefits coordinator, bene-

fit/provider booklet, or most recent identifi-

cation card for specific insurance carrier

assistance, such as the name of the pharmacy

vendor and toll-free customer service num-

bers. *
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Very Interesting Person: Larry Nichols

Big kid's car collection brings past back to life
By Michelle Releford
Public Information Office

at kid wouldn't love a
job where he could look
at the world with a

computer and 3-D glasses every
day?

In a dark office, big "kid" Larry
Nichols makes maps electronically
using these tools every day.

He describes his job as using
aerial photos to "create digital
maps for designers to draw the
highways on," simply put. But it
takes hours, days, weeks and
months to do this tedious work.

"I've always been interested in
geography. But don't ask me what
country is where and which river is
that, because I'm just as dumb as
the next person," he said.

But drawing in 3-D isn't what
makes him a big kid.

He collects toys, the remnants
of abandoned childhoods. Toys -
old ones, and lots of-them.

"It's never too late to have a
happy childhood," he says of his
hobby.L

He has thousands of cars and Larry Nic
other select toys including 40 . H. a
vintage G.I. Joe action figures
and their counterparts, Soldiers of the World.
He buys and trades them for fun, and for
profit in some cases.

"Sometimes, I'll buy a kid's whole child-
hood," he said.

With an eagle's eye and a detective's intu-
ition, he tracks toys through garage sales,
swap meets and expositions, conventions and
shows. He'll enter a garage sale with a few
carefully worded questions. He'll leave with
toys not on display that perhaps the owner
never knew he or she could sell.

That's how he landed the deal of his life.
One minute a young man was pulling a for-
gotten Hot Wheels out of the bottom of an
old sock. Six years later, at a prime time in
our economic climate, Nichols unloaded the
palm-sized VW van knockoff for $22,000.

The Beachbomb was legendary in Hot
Wheels circles. It is a simple 1969 blue van
with little surfboards sticking out of the back
windows - nothing fancy.

The actual model that went into produc-
tion had surfboards attached to the outside
of the van. Collectors had heard about a
scrapped prototype, the one with the surf
boards sticking out the back. It was so rare,
Nichols had never seen one. Neither had he

(ctOrs
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hols of Information Systems Division looks over the top shelf of his massive Hot Wheels collec-
ays it's never too late to have a happy childhood.

met anyone who had seen one, nor had any
idea of its value.

By asking the right questions, Nichols
stumbled onto a young man in his 20s with a
car in an old sock. The young man's uncle
had been a Mattel engineer in the '60s it
turned out. When the Beachbomb prototype
was scrapped after testing in 1969, his uncle
just slipped one of the rejects into his pocket
instead of the trash. The engineer sent it to
his nephew in Texas, to be discovered 20
years later by Nichols at a garage sale where
it wasn't even on display.

"I knew it was unusual, but there were not
enough of them found to establish a price on
them. I had it for six years. Late last year, I
got a feeling that it was the right time to let
it go," he said.

It was recorded as the highest price ever
paid for a Hot Wheels car.

"I try to be pretty fair. As long as I can get
to them at a decent price, everyone makes
money," he said.

"I'm in it for fun. It's an excuse to be a
kid," he said. "What they are worth to me,
and to you, is totally different."

"I just bought a guy's toys this weekend
who was 70. I'll keep maybe one in there and
sell the rest," he said."I've been known to buy
200 Hot Wheels for one car."

Friend Steve Shackleford is assigned to
the Geographic Information System section
of Information Systems Division. He said he
thought highly enough of Nichols to let him
have one of his prized toys.

"I found out he was a collector, and I am
not. It was an old toy, but something I could
part with. He gave me a fair price for it,"
Shackleford said.

Nichols said,"It's a 1959 Ford Fairlane
battery-operated tin toy with a retractable
top. At the time he gave it to me, he wasn't

married and didn't have any kids so he may
want it back someday."

Speaking of kids, Nichols isn't the only
"kid" in his family. He is proud papa of
three-year-old daughter Hailey, and newborn
son, Aubrey. His wife of seven years, Tracey,
has given him orders to store the "toy store"
for a while, to make room for the new addi-
tion to the family.

Back at TxDOT in his quiet office, the
lights are down. His eagle eyes and intuition
are now being used to draw a map in 3-D.
Nichols came to work for the Information
Systems Division 13 years ago after earning
his bachelor's in geography with a specializa-
tion in photogrammetry from Southwest
Texas State University.

Supervisor Keith Layton said Nichols'
experience and skills in his dark workshop
are invaluable to the Photogrammetry
Branch. That's why he was chosen to guide
the many tours to this cutting-edge facility.

"The branch conducts tours for district
personnel, students, civil engineering gradu-
ates, engineers in training and engineers from
many foreign countries," Layton said.

"Over 13 years of photo interpretation and
cartography experience enables Larry to pro-
vide valuable training for new employees," he
said.

"When I get done with a map, it will
show the surface of the ground as accurately
as if you were on the ground. We're all about
accuracy here. We have to be confident in it,
so the engineers will be confident in it,"
Nichols said.

The same accuracy and detail are what
helped him spot a $22,000 toy at the bottom
of a sock - when everyone else just saw a
palm-sized blue van with whimsical surf-
boards sticking out the back windows.

Just a reminder of the kid inside of him. *
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From the master
Hints from
Larry Nichols,
Hot Wheels collector:

Why coledt?
I enjoy having unique

"things" and I enjoy the hunt. I
get to meet some really inter-

esting and unusual people.

Rn or profit?
Mostof my fellow collectors

do it strictly for fun. My wife
thinks it's funny for a bunch of

30-something guys to get

together and play cars. If our

collections turned out to be
monetarily worth nothing, we
would still enjoy owning them.

Where do you look?
I find most of my toys

through friends. Sometimes,

just letting people know what

you collect can net you some

wonderful things.

(Dustin Ogle of the Abilene
District has some helpful
information: try looking at
hobby magazines, trade maga-
zines and www.ebay.com for
your collectibles.)

What's ft worth?
In today's information age,

it's relatively easy to find a
value for your things. Most
guides assume the item is in

mint condition with value

dropping dramatically from
that point if the item has been
used. Condition is everything.

Be careful buying items that

are "collectible" due to limited

production or availability.
Collectibles are a product of
time and cannot be made. If
they have to tell you it's "col-

lectible," it's most likely not.

Buy something because you
like it without too much atten-

tion to its value. Your collec-

tion might have little monetary
value, but if you still enjoy it,
who cares?*

By Mary Beth Kilgore
Abilene District

Dustin Ogle of the Abilene district is a
wannabe farmer.

Growing up in a farming family, Ogle says,
"It's in the blood." However, right now he just
doesn't have the opportunity to participate in
this adventure.

So, how does this engineer assistant satisfy the
desire to farm? He collects small-scale tractors
and implements. Small scale meaning 1/64 scale,
or about the size of the palm of his hand.

His desire to start keeping and preserving his
childhood treasures began about 21 years ago,
Ogle says, when he stopped playing with his
miniature tractors and decided to get serious
about collecting them. Over the years he has
added 115 pieces to his collection which
includes 15 different brands of tractor. That
number grows as each birthday and Christmas
passes when his wife and other family members
gift him with additional pieces.

Finding tractors and farm implements for his
collection that he doesn't already have can be
difficult, Ogle said.

"I've bought all the pieces available in stores and
they are rarely seen at garage sales or flea markets."

He advises anyone wishing to be a collector of
this farm machinery to subscribe to hobby mag-
azines and shop www.ebay.com.

On the cover

Left: James Huffman, retired Dallas District
Engineer, came to TxDOT full time in 1959.
That's when he grabbed the first map in his
Official Texas Highway Map collection. He
eventually acquired maps back to '56.

Ever since then, he just kept placing map
after map, year after year, into one of his desk
drawers until he retired in 1995. Not only do
they document changes in the highway system,
but also they reflect historical events of the
times through the design and graphics of the
period.

A look Into
AoghsmsvaubepeDustin Ogle's toy-

ee box reveals more
tk whathan a tundredc

farm Ipeet
040 Room"and consbuction

equipment.

Among his most valuable pieces is a set of

eight John Deere tractors dating from 1894

through 1973. Asked what his most prized trac-

tor is and Ogle said, "My very first. A 1976 John
Deere."

Ogle enjoys his collection and is never very far
from viewing pieces of it. He has some displayed
in his master bedroom and surrounds himself
with others in his living room. However, since he
and his wife have two very young children, Ogle
stores most of his collectibles. He's quick to say
that the 'little ones' are not allowed to play with
"his" toys.

What does the future hold? In addition to
emphasizing tractors built between 1900-1930,
Ogle has added a new dimension to his collec-
tion. Since joining TxDOT three years ago, he
has started collecting 1/64 scale construction
equipment.

Ogle works in the Abilene area office and has
just bought a 1942 Farmall Model B tractor to
restore. He just might become a farmer yet. *

Top right: Gene Carruth is a land surveyor in
the Waxahachie area office. He has been with
the department for five years. Gene, 65, has
been collecting arrowheads for 57 years.

He grew up on a farm, and his father would
find arrowheads and give them to the children.

Gene has over 400 complete arrowheads in
his collection as well as scraping tools the Native
Americans used. He has several Clovis points
that date back approximately 11,000 years and a
large spear point, that is about as big as his
hand.

"The spear point is pretty old. I am very
proud of it," he said. *
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Panhandle employees crazy for Elvis
By Tonya Detten
Amarillo District

It's not exactly the Heartbreak Hotel, but one

step into Johnnie Sates' basement is a stroll into
rock-n-roll history. A bigger than life banner of
a young Elvis Presley first catches your atten-
tion. A life-size cardboard cut out of Elvis in J . Ar

black stands beside it. Dozens of old magazines
are carefully spread out on a coffee table.

A less than favorable review of Elvis in a 1956
edition of "Country Song Roundup" was a gift
from his aunt who originally purchased the mag-
azine and had saved it for many years. His pas-
sion for Elvis and Elvis memorabilia is in his
genes.

"My mom listened to Elvis since I could
remember," Bates said, "Most of the things I
have aren't worth anything to anybody but me.

But I won't sell any of it. It's got too much senti-

mentalmvalue.u
His most impressive collectibles are the liquor Photo by Tonya Detten

bottles (some never opened) that are hollow stat- Johnnie Bates of the Dalhart maintenance
uettes of The King in many different poses and office and Marilyn Morrow of the Lubbock
costumes. Bates is the assistant maintenance District shop are both collectors of all things

supervisor in Dalhart. Coworker Marilyn Morrow, Elvis.

of the district shop, admires Bates' collection. She she said. "I eat the candy out of my Elvis col-

is a collector, too but "not as serious as Johnnie," lectible tins. Johnnie never opens them." *

Dustin Ogle destined to move dirt someday

0
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Photo by Penny Mason

Adolph Parks of the Lubbock District
proudly islays his oldest mi1d dearest
lcnse la-s

Parks has license to collect
By Penny Mason
Lubbock District

Adolph Parks collects license plates, Hot
Wheels, cast iron, old cans and bottles, toy
tractors, and just about anything else you can
think of.

At one time, his license plate collection
numbered over 5,000 pieces. It's smaller now,
but he has 7,000 Hot Wheels to make up for
the reduction in license plates.

Adolph has some interesting pieces includ-
ing three plates from 1917 through 1919 that
are small and round. These are the ones that
are hard to find now, he said.

"They are scarce, and expensive," he added.
He and his wife spend their time traveling

to swap meets and browsing through flea mar-

kets searching for items.
"We don't go out dancin' or go to parties or

any of that stuff," he noted. "This is our
hobby. This is what we like doing. Sometimes
we get up real early in the mornings on a
weekend to travel to some of the swap meets
- usually Midland, Abilene or Andrews.
We've been several times to Belton which is
not far from Kileen."

His collection also includes a couple of rect-
angular, small plates from 1943 and 1944.
Resource conservation during the war dictated
the size, he said.

"My wife, Joyce, collects cast-iron horses
and buggies. She keeps hers and, some of mine
I keep, but others I put up for sale or trade,"
he said. *

ulia Halford views the world through her mailbox
By Penny Mason
Lubbock District

Her favorite postcard is the Sleeping Giant
- it actually looks like a giant lying down -
in the Rocky Mountain National Park in
Montana. It's her favorite because she's actually
seen the mountain giant in person.

The one worth the most money is a 1917
patriotic verse with the American flag flying
high and proud.

But the money doesn't matter to Julia
Halford, a general service technician who has
worked in the Lubbock District for almost 29
years. The card is not for sale, she stresses. It
was sent in 1917 from her mother's cousin, and
she rescued it just in time before it was thrown
in the trash.

"It laid around collecting dust for years, and
no one thought about it," she said. "But, when
my mother decided to throw it out, I saved it.
I've never taken it in for an estimate, but it
doesn't matter. None of my cards are for sale."

The 1917 postcard is just one of several
hundred collected over the years from all

to by Penny Mason around the world. There are cards from the

strit sap Azores, Spain, Paris, Germany, Japan,
or ute set. Denmark, Niagra Falls, Italy, Hawaii - it goes

on and on. Her brother sent some of the cards

'Rhinestone beetle'

jewelry has legs, appetite for wood
By Susan Williams
Fort Worth DistrictYTou want a collector item to talk about?

Well - how about jewelry pieces
adorned with gems - which are alive!

Currently, at the Fort Worth District this can
be viewed on Central Design's Piedad
Rodriquez. Her jewelry collection is both
eye-catching and fun to watch.

Rodriquez's beetle jewelry comes from
Mexico, in the Yucatan Peninsula. The bugs
eat a certain kind
of wood from that
area; so when you .
buy the jewelry, .- ;,
you also buy the
food. The crafts-
men glue the
rhinestones to the

beetle, which is usually purchased to be a pet.
"This creates the cutest walking jewelry.

You can find them adorned with real gold
also, of course at a higher price, " Rodriquez
said.

"I received my first beetle when I was
about 9 years old, but I remember enjoying it
as a pet more than as a jewelry piece.

Her sister and brother-in-law, while visit-
ing Merida, Yucatan, purchased the next bee-
tle that Rodriqez owned. Yucatan is currently
the only region where you can find and pur-
chase the special beetle today. The average
cost per beetle is around $7.

Rodriquez receives lots of comments about
her jewelry pets.

"Imagine a pet you can carry with you
without them getting dirty and they really are
beautiful," expressed a proud Rodriquez.*

when he traveled abroad with the U. S. Air
Force Thunderbirds. Other cards came from
her sister who spent two years in Japan work-

ing on an air force base.
Another favorite is a 1953 card with a pic-

ture of the Shamrock America's Magnificent
Hotel in Houston. Then there is the 1962 pic-
ture of the library on the campus of the

University of Colorado.
Julia started collecting postcards in the early

1970s, and in honor of her new hobby, her
aunt - Florence Reed - bought her several
albums to display her collection.

"I always write the date and who sent it on
the card," said Julia, "so I know later on how
old it is. But, I don't know how many I have.
I've never counted them."

Not only does she not count them, she is
not interested in profiting from her collection.
Nor is she interested in swapping cards with
other collectors. Each card means something,
and each card was sent from someone special
- a relative or friend. Julia collects memories,
not objects.

Smiling, she said, "I believe I'll keep it that
way." *

Call for collectors

Many fascinating contributions
were made to our call for collectors.
So many, in fact, we have decided to
make this a periodic feature. Send in
your story or idea and we'll consider
it for a future issue. Happy collecting.
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Jula Hafori of t.eLubbIock DI
she colects t ese postcards ft
mental value.
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Portrait of partners: Winter's seeds, tomorrow's blooms
By Susan Williams
Fort Worth DistrictMembers of the Tarrant County

Master Gardeners Association fig-

ured out how to get the attention

of the Texas Department of Transportation

- partnering.
The gardeners wanted to fund and plant

wildflower seeds on the right of way, but they

wanted reassurance the native blooms

wouldn't be mowed down. So three years ago,

the association began an agreement with the

Fort Worth District maintenance office to

preserve the seeds they sowed.

"Our goal is to educate Tarrant County on

horticulture. We have raised funds to pur-

chase our wildflower seeds for planting in the

county, through a Wildflower Raffle that we
do monthly," said Wildflower Chairperson
Susanne Mills.

"Partnering with the district, it is a win -

win situation for us all. We know exactly

where to plant our wildflower seeds and have

the security of knowing that those planted

areas, maintained by TxDOT, will not be

mowed during blooming season," said past

club president Emily Ward.
The Tarrant County organization is the

first statewide Master Gardeners association

to work directly with TxDOT.
"Recently, our club contacted TxDOT and

made the connection with Fort Worth

District maintenance's Ron Perry, who has
assisted us numerous times with suggestions
of sites for is to plant. My 'ob is to select the
kind of seeds and mixes to plant around the
entire Tarrant County area," Mills said.

"We currently have 200m
members in our Master
Gardeners Association
and we are required by the
Extension agent for each <

of our members to have
72 hours of horticulture
education and give 72
hours of service within
the member's community
the first year of member-
ship.

To maintain member- ar
ship Master Gardeners
members are required to
have 30 hours each con-
tinued year," Mills said

The club offers assis- Tarrant County Ma
tance by speaking to other the Fort Worth Dis
organizations such as gar- to plant and pressed
den clubs, teen programs,
and service clubs about horticulture. These

gardeners are also the voices on the other end

of Texas A & M's Tarrant County Extension

Horticulture phone line.
"I am proud of the Tarrant County Master

Gardeners and their work that they do here.

There are not near enough groups like this

one working cohesively with the highway

departments in Texas," Perry said.

"One of our recent areas to plant a large
portion of wildflower seeds was connected
with the 1999 Keep Texas Beautiful
Governor's Award winner, Haltom City. The
project, funded by TxDOT, allowed for land-
scaping at a joint site where North Richland

Hills, Richland Hills and Haltom City come
together. Once the landscaping was finished,

ster Gardeners Association members join with
bict for the third year in their cooperative effort
rve wildflowers on the right of way.

our group scattered reseeding annuals along

with perennials on the hillsides surrounding

the project site," explained Ward.

"Our mission is to hopefully incorporate

wildflower plantings in all four geographical

entrances of Tarrant County in the coming

years," said Ward.
Currently the good works of the Tarrant

County Master Gardeners are dormant, but

when passing many of the highway hillsides
this spring it will be visible that the collabo-
rated efforts of both the Tarrant County
Master Gardeners and TxDOT are appreci-
ated.

Tarrant County Master Gardeners are at

work planting wildflowers near the Haltom

City project at SH 26 & SH 10. *

Extreme Clean on April 7: trash-off involves 100,000 volunteers

Texans are taking to the
streets for "Extreme
Clean," the theme of this

year's Don't Mess with Texas

Trash-Off. More than 100,000
volunteers from TxDOT's
Adopt-a-Highway groups and
Keep Texas Beautiful affiliates
statewide will participate, picking
up an estimated two tons of litter
from highways, city streets, coun-

ty roads and parks on April 7.
This is the 16th year for

TxDOT to hold this statewide

spring cleaning - the largest

one-day cleanup event in Texas.
In conjunction with this year's

trash-off, 7-Eleven will come

aboard as an official Don't Mess
with Texas partner. 7-Eleven is

the first convenience store to join

the partners program.

"The company prides itself on

selling convenience to its cus-

tomers, and through its partner-

ship with TxDOT, 7-Eleven will
advocate a socially responsible

message linked to convenience,"

said Doris Howdeshell, Travel
Division director.

Counter cards and gas island
signs will remind customers to
"stash your trash when you dine
on the dash."

The trash-off is also the pre-
miere statewide event of the Great
American Cleanup, sponsored by

Keep America Beautiful. Great

American Cleanup activities such

as litter prevention, beautification,
community improvement, and
waste minimization projects will

be held across the nation from

mid-March to mid-May.
Hefty, one of the sponsors of

the Great American Cleanup,

will provide trash bags for the

Don't Mess with Texas Trash-

Off volunteers.
To participate, call Keep Texas

Beautiful at 1-800-CLEAN-TX
for information on local cleanup

activities. To join the Adopt-a-

Highway program, contact the

local TxDOT office. *

TxDOT designates office for research, technology implementation

AUSTIN - A new office
opened up within TxDOT in
February.

The Construction Division's
research section designated

CST(R), has been re-established as
a separate office from the division.

The Research and Technology
Implementation (RTI) Office
reflects not only the historical func-
tion of management of the depart-

ment's research program, but also
will indicate the increased emphasis

being placed on implementation of
new technology. New technology is

developed by TxDOT-sponsored
research as well as from other

sources.
The Construction Division will

continue to handle some of the

support functions of RTI. This new
office's mission, and its staffing will

remain unchanged.

Paul E. Krugler, P.E., is the
director of the new office. He

joined TxDOT in 1973 as an engi-

neering assistant in the concrete

section of the Materials and Tests

Division. He was appointed to

director of technical operations for

that division in 1993.
He received the Dewitt C. Greer

Award in 1995 for engineering

contributions.
In August of 1998, he was named

director of the department's research

program, where he remained until

his most recent appointment as the

director of RTI. *Paul E. Krugler
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Wendy Hopper
of the TxDOT

Public Information
Office organized

the TxDOT effort
for the coats for

Kids drive in
Austin.

TxDOT comes out on top in
Coats for Kids clothing drive

TxDOT took the top spot in the Coats
for Kids drive in Austin in December with
185 coats collected. This increased from 119
coats collected in 1999. The effort tied for
first place in the large corporation division.

Community Relations Officer Wendy
Hopper organized the drive with volunteers
Debra Beers, Print Shop; Debbi Cooke,
Cross Park; Cyndi Crain, Rita Grimes and
Christine Johnson at Riverside Annex;
Coletta Dille and Kirby Pickett at the Greer
Building; Kandi Marcyes, Shirley Middleton
and Katherine Studer at Camp Hubbard.

Sixteen coats were collected at Camp
Hubbard along with a $25 donation; 104
were collected at Riverside; six at Cross Park;
35 at Greer and 16 at the print shop. *

089MWbr *n 9omoates three to
positions as ama .nJneers

Richard A. Brown was chosen to oversee
Coryell and Hamilton counties as the
Gatesville Area Engineer in the Waco
District.

Brown is a 1986 civil engineering gradu-
ate of Texas A&M University. He began his
career with TxDOT as an engineering assis-
tant in the Brazoria Area Office. In 1995, he
took a job as the Waco District planning
engineer. Last year he was the assistant area
engineer for McLennan County and served
as interim area engineer in the same county
until becoming area engineer in Gatesville.

Kenneth K. (Kirk) Krause has accepted
the duties and responsibilities of the
Hillsboro area engineer in the Waco
District. His office oversees 1,951 square
miles of Hill and Bosque counties.

Krause is a 1984 civil engineering gradu-
ate of Texas A&M University. His TxDOT
career began in the Dallas District in 1986.
He was selected as associate area engineer in
the Waco area office in 1996 and became
assistant area engineer in Hillsboro in 1999
until he was chosen as area engineer.

Charlotte K. Warner has accepted the
position of Liberty Area Engineer for the
Beaumont District. This office oversees
Liberty and Chambers counties.

Warner graduated from Texas A&M
University in 1978 with a bachelor's of civil
engineering. She began her TxDOT career
as an engineering assistant in the Port
Arthur Area Office. While in Port Arthur,
she was project engineer on the Veterans
Memorial Bridge project and the first pro-
ject engineer for the rehabilitation of the
Rainbow Bridge over the Neches River In
1994, Warner was chosen as area engineer
for the Silsbee Area Office serving Hardin
County. *

Photo by Susan Wtiiams

Two generations of Tarrant County law enforcement support the TxDOT booth during the
Fort Worth Stock Show. Arlington police Lt. Travis Moore and his daughter, Euless police
officer Brenda Moore, distribute Ifterature and answer questions from a teenager visit.
ing the booth.

Long-standing tradition attracts cops and cows
FORT WORTH - The Southwestern

Exposition and Livestock Show at the
Will Roger Memorial Center attracted
793,000 people from around the world in
February.

"For 16 years we have been setting up
our TxDOT booth at the Fort Worth
Stock Show and Rodeo. It is a great com-
munity service and a perfect time to edu-
cate the general public on safety issues
while taking advantage of the massive cap-
tive audience that attends the show each
year," said Jackie Carter, the Fort Worth
District Traffic Safety Program adminis-
trator.

Generations of police officers have con-

tinued to take part in the educational
booth set up by TxDOT.

"This is my first year in law enforce-
ment and I am proud to be here working
the booth with my dad, Lt. Travis Moore,"
said Euless police officer Brenda Moore.

During the weeks of the Fort Worth
Stock Show and Rodeo, the TxDOT staff
and police who worked at the booth were
asked multitudes of questions.

The booth is an invaluable community
service providing traffic safety messages
shared by real people with genuine con-
cerns for motorists and passengers who
will take various active roles in the trans-
portation system.*

Y2K guru recognized by Texas House of Representatives
The Texas House passed sion project she ensured that

Resolution 66 submitted by TxDOT information systems,
Rep. Jim Pitts of Waxahachie traffic management systems
honoring Sharon B. and facility operations contin-
Fitzpatrick, a recent retiree ued to supe tostort TxDOT mis-
who served in the
Informations Systems
Division. She was the manager
of the TxDOT Year 2000
Conversion Project.

Fitzpatrick served as direc-
tor of information manage-
ment just prior to retirement
after 18 years of service to
the department.

As manager of the conver-

-- V I 1 11.X 11

sion-critical operations

through the century rollover
to the Year 2000.

In the final stage of the
project, Fitzpatrick set up the

TxDOT Y2K Command
Center and coordinated all
activities necessary to support
the operations and test pre-
defined Y2K benchmarks. *
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Sharon B. Fitzpatrick
...project manager

Yoakum District leaders, local politicians share information
The Yoakum District hosted a biennial

information-sharing meeting in January for
all the elected officials throughout the dis-
trict.

Some of the information shared by the dis-
trict staff and other speakers with the esti-
mated 150 in attendance included the project
selection process, the enhancement program,
on- and off-system bridge programs, public
transportation, municipal maintenance agree-
ments and speed zoning. Also discussed were
signage within city limits, and guidelines for

banners, parades, and Christmas lighting.
Besides TxDOT employees making pre-

sentations at this year's meeting, Bob Burch
from Texas Engineering Extension Agency
(TEEX) provided information on the free
training available to cities and counties fur-
nished through a grant with TxDOT traffic
safety funds.

TEEX trainers spend a whole day in the
community, training city and/or county
employees on such things as using proper
signs, sign maintenance and traffic safety. *
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Perspective 2001 available online; printed version coming soon
AUSTIN - Perspective 2001, a

special edition of Transportation
News, has gone to the printer.

Because of advances in tech-

nology and efforts to conserve

resources, it may be the last time

the information from and about

TxDOT organizational units is

seen in the printed and bound
form of a booklet.

The special edition, which
replaces the Transportation News

that had been scheduled for
January, will be printed in book-
let form. Distribution of 3,600

printed copies should begin soon.

Copies of the booklet are

being made available on a very

limited basis to TxDOT employ-
ees and retirees as a way to save

resources.
Tim Cunningham, executive

editor for Transportation News,

said production delays mean the
booklet form of Perspective 2001
will be distributed in the next

few weeks.
Even so, not everyone who

regularly receives a printed copy

of Transportation News will

receive a printed copy of
Perspective 2001.

Access to the publication,
however, is available to nearly all

TxDOT employees. A computer
version was posted in mid-
February. It is available through
the Public Information Office
homepage under the heading
"Organizational Communica-
tions."

The decision to limit the

number of paper copies was
made in light of an informal sur-

vey conducted to determine how

and whether readers actually
used the booklet.

Besides saving taxpayer money
by reducing the number of book-
lets to be printed, Cunningham
said, the information can be
updated continually on the
department's intranet. The
intranet version isn't limited by

the number of pages built into
the design of the paper-bound
booklet.

Cunningham estimates a sav-

ing of more than $25,000
through the combination of

fewer printed booklets and access

by readers to the information

through the computer. He noted

the department's efforts in

paperwork reduction and conser-

vation of natural resources. He

expects more than two million

pages of paper will be saved.

Perspective, begun in 1988 as

a special issue of Transportation

News, in the recent past has

come out in alternating years.

Perspective last appeared in

1999.
With information from dis-

tricts, divisions and offices, read-

ers can gain a general overview

of TxDOT achievements.

Cunningham invites written

comments and suggestions about

Perspective 2001. He can be

reached through the TxDOT

Public Information Office. *

TxDOT dropped from funding probe
El PASO - State Sen.

Eliot Shapleigh and El Paso
County Attorney Jose
Rodriguez announced on Feb.
20 that they were formally ask-
ing the 171st District Court to

end a Court of Inquiry probe
that had focused on the level of
state transportation funding for
the region along the Texas-
Mexico border. The inquiry
had included a look at TxDOT
along with other state agencies.

The prosecutor announced

"the investigation has not

uncovered any facts that would

rise to the level of criminality
that would justify continued
investigations or prosecution of
the state officials responsible
for under-funding."

According to reports from
the news conference, Sen.

Shapleigh said that the decision
to dropTxDOT from the case
was based upon El Paso and the

border region now receiving a

fair share of funding. *

Retirements
JULY
Austin District

Aleene V Selucky
Office Technician IV

SEPTEMBER
Contract Services Division
Anna M. Isbell
Manager I
27 years

NOVEMBER
Austin District
John D. Baylor
Right of Way Supervisor Ill
12 years

DECEMBER
Houston District
Sharon K. Johnson
Contract Specialist I
16 years

Larry W. Pflughaupt
Contract Specialist IIl
36 years

Felix R. Bartholomew
Engineering Specialist I
23 years

JANUARY
Austin District
Carol D. Green
Executive Assistant
35 years

Robert E. Templin Jr.,
Engineering Technician III, 19
years

Bryan District
Pat Bruce
Construction Inspector VI
41 years

Corpus Christi District
Juan Rios
Engineering Technician Ill
33 years

Dallas District
Richard E. Cook
Trans Maintenance Tech IV
28 years

Victoria "Vickie" P Houston
Word Processing Operator Ill
10 years

James T. Rollins
Engineering Specialist I
31 years

El Paso Is*EwIt
Espiridion Muniz
Trans Maintenance Tech IV
27 years

Fort Worth District
Sam Martin
Maintenance Technician IV
32 years

Houston District
William H. Younts, Jr.
Engineering Technician III
35 years

Lubbock District
Robert Moreno
Maintenance Supervisor II
30 years

Tyler District
Gerald Smith
Engineering Technician V
25 years

General Services Division
Mary Esther Marciel
Administrative
Technician IV
:23 yeor.

Maintenance Division
Joey R. Matesic
Program Administrator IV
33 years

Vehicle Titles and
Registration Division
Joaquin Puente Jr.
Administrative Technician Ill
27 years

Rosie B. Patton,
Administrative Technician I,
28 years

FEBRUARY
Austin District
Carol D. Green
Executive Assistant
35 years

Dallas District
Manuel A. Abola
Trans Engr Supervisor Ill,
19 years

Lufkin District
Joe A. Pitman
Traffic Systems Supervisor \1\
31 years

Paris District
Billy R. Michael
Engineering Technician Il
17 years

San Angelo District
Ronald P Taylor
Contract Specialist I
21 Years

Wichita Falls District
Jackie D. Barnes
Trans Maintenance Techn IV
36 years

Finance Division
Bernice S. Tesmer
Accounting Supervisor IIl
21 years

General Services Division
Noe Molina
Warehouse Technician II
22 years

Information Systems
Division
James E. Schwerdtteger
Systems Analyst IV
29 years

Donald C. Batey
Director Il
24 years

Vehicle Title and
Registration Division
Charles A. White Jr.
ADP Equipment Operator IV
26 years

In Memoriam
Abilene District
Hannah F. Huey, Accountant
II, Accountant II, retired in
1974, died November 1,
2000.

Amarillo District
John M. Pipes, Security
Officer I, retired in 1988, died
November 06, 2000.

Weldon L. Speir, Shop
Foreman IV, retired in 1980,
died December 15, 2000.

Beaumont District
Everett D. Langford,
Engineering Technician V,
retired in 1976, died
December 29, 2000.

Loyd E. Maclin, Maintenance
Technician Ill, retired in
1974, died December 2,
2000.
Joe H. Perkins, Skilled
Laborer, retired in 1965, died
December 18, 2000.

Brownwood District
Welby L. Oldham, Engineering
Technician IV, retired in 1976,
died December 2, 2000.

Bryan District
Mack Embra Jr, Maintenance
Technician II, retired in 1995,
died December 5, 2000.

Corpus Christi District
Hemilo Gonzalez,
Maintenance Technician II,
retired in 1987, died
December 8, 2000.

David A. Sanders,
Engineering Technician,
retired in 1997, died
December 26, 2000.

El Paso District
Charles E. Jones, Engineer IV,
retired in 1976, died
December 19, 2000.

Cruz Rivera, Engineering
Technician IIl, retired in 1997,
died January 23, 2001.

Ben H. Smith, Jr,
Maintenance Technician II,
retired in 1982, died January
21, 2001.

Max W. Moore, Deputy
District Engineer, retired 1974,
died February 10, 2001.

Houston District
Carl A. Rodgers, Maintenance
Technician IIl, retired in 1993,
died December 23, 2000.

Lubbock District
Frank C. Darden,
Maintenance Technician Ill,
retired in 1979, died
December 31, 2000.

Arthur B. Oakley,
Maintenance Technician Ill,
retired in 1976, died
December 28, 2000.

Odessa District
Prajediz M. Arredondo Jr,
Maintenance Technician II,
retired in 1972, died
December 20, 2000.

Manuel Parada, Maintenance
Tech. Ill, retired in 1978, died
December 12, 2000.

Paris District
Alton Raulston, Maint.Tech.lll,
retired in 1986, died
November 16, 2000.

Pharr District
Allen E. Knox, Roadway
Maintenance Supervisor IIl,
retired in 1989, died
November 11, 2000.

Howard C. Shafer,
Maintenance Technician II,
retired in 1974, died
December 18, 2000.

San Angelo District
Alex L. Padilla, Engineering
Technician V, retired in 1996,
died December 20, 2000.

San Antonio District
Ralph Dewitt, Maintenance
Technician Ill, retired 1986,
died December 2, 2000.

Charles P Henderson, Right
of Way Appraiser IIl, retired in
1987, died December 6,
2000.

Helen Klosel, Right of Way
Disbursement Assistant I,
retired in 1978, died
December 23, 2000.

Tyler District
Eldon N. Dorsey,
Maintenance Technician Ill,
retired in 1975, died
December 14, 2000.

Waco District
Thomas H. Ralph, Engineer
IIl, retired in 1973, died
December 23, 2000.

Yoakum District
Frank L. Heimann,
Maintenance Technician Ill,
retired in 1984, died January
18, 2001.

Office of General Counsel
Carol Lynn Alvarez, Contract
Compliance Specialist, died
July 31, 2000.

Construction Division
Charles E. Odell, Engineering
Technician V, retired in 1977,
died November 02, 2000.
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Letters

Transportation News

Yoakum racks up kudos
for cleanly kept rest area

Just a note to tell you how much we
appreciated your facility at Colorado County
Safety Rest Area. It was so clean, convenient
and pretty. It did Texas proud.

A Pleased Houstonian

Received via e-mail by the public information
office in the Yoakum District.

Trucker thanks division
for timely, courteous response

Thank you very much for the info. Let me
share something with you. Your response was
not only professional but very pleasant as
well. I have sent these out to 22 states so far
and you are right up there with the top three
nicest responses. Again thanks, we are way,
way under 16,000 pounds so we should be
fine there as well.

Look forward to seeing Texas. We are
traveling with 15 fully dressed Harleys fol-
lowing us from Louisiana to Houston and on
to El Paso to Las Vegas.

Jim Emery
Arlington, VA.

This letter was received by Curtis Wagner, the
permit operations ranch manager in the Motor

Carrier Division.

Lubbock's Flowers draws
praise from New Yorker

I wanted to take this opportunity to rec-
ognize the work of Rashell Flowers. My sit-
uation was one of confusion dealing with a
vehicle title misunderstanding between the
states of New York and Texas.

She is a great example of how a represen-
tative in a customer service position should
conduct business. I expressed my concerns
and she ran with them, saving me a trip to
Texas.

In a time when the majority of letters sent
to businesses are to criticize, I hope this one
comes as a breath of fresh air. I hope to bring
attention to the positive effort she has put
forth. I hope she is recognized as one of your
best representatives!

Thomas Frisina
Pittsford, NY

Rashelle Flowers is a customer service representa-
tive in the Vehicle Titles and Registration Division
in the Lubbock Regional Office.

TxDOT Houston District
wins beautification award

Congratulations! The Texas Department
of Transportation has been named recipient
of the National Arbor Day Foundation Lady
Bird Johnson Award.

The award was created to honor the work

of the former first lady, who has long been an

honorary trustee of the foundation. It is pre-
sented to individuals, groups or organizations

whose work sets a worthy example for others

to follow in roadside beautification.
Again, congratulations. You are among a

remarkable group of winners this year.
John Rosenow
Lincoln, NE

This letter was received by Dana Cote, Houston

District landscape architect.

Another motorist thankful
for speedy storm response

I would like to take the opportunity to tell
you "thank you" for doing such a good job on
SH 60.1 have to drive on the highway every
day to get to work, so a safe highway is very
important to me.

On each of the bad snow and ice storms
you did an outstanding job. I was amazed at
how fast you got it cleared out.

May God bless you in your work and I
pray for your protection while you are out in
the bad weather.

Debbie Smith
Hereford, TX

This letter was received by supervisor Gary
McPherson in the Deaf Smith County Maintenance
Office.

Service Awards
Abilene District
35 years
Doyle L. Donham
20 years
Arvol D. Boland
Jimmy D. Clanton
15 years
James L. Hill

Amarillo District
35 years
James F. Davenport
30 years
James R. Oles
20 years
Marilyn B. Morrow

Atlanta District
35 years
Robert E. Scott
15 years
Don R. Carter
David W. Orr
William M. Stillwell
5 years
Christopher L. Jeanes

Austin District
35 years
Marvin W. Stahl Jr.
30 years
Howard J. Waneck
15 years
Imelda L. Barrett
Angela M. Estlack
Wade A. Shaff
Clayton K. Weber
5 years
William Serrano C.

Beaumont District
35 years
Frank B. James Jr.
Jimmie E. Poplin Jr.
20 years
Rose T. Pugh
10 years
James L. Strong
Robert C. Warner
5 years
David D. Collins

Brownwood District
5 years
Shawn K. Weeks

Bryan District
15 years
Linda S. Steele
5 years
Rhonda G. Montgomery

Childress District
15 years
Brent W. Foard
Jerry D. Reed
Robert L. Snider

Corpus Christi District
15 years
Armando G. Chapa
5 years
Guadalupe J. Guerrero
Bryan E. Martin

Dallas District
20 years
Johnny M. Haley
15 years
Vincent D. Washington
10 years
Ronald B. Gober
5 years
Stephen M. Endres
Wesley M. McBride
David B. Reeve
Michael G. Stanley

El Paso District
30 years
Robert Lagos
15 years
Jorge L. Gomez
Ernesto S. Nigro Jr.

Fort Worth District
30 years
Luis Rodriguez
20 years
Harlan K. Stucker
15 years
John W.Broussard
William F. Gilpin Jr.
Randy D. Moore
Weldon E. York
10 years
Zelma A. Myers
Sheree L. Norton
5 years
Clinton L. Hyatt
Larry D. Long

Houston District
35 years
Keith D. Carlton
25 years
Alan W. Stephenson
20 years
Stephen Gbur
Stephen L. Shaw
Jimmy A. Turner
15 years
Ricky J. Alcocer
Joe Cantu
Ronald L. Lorraine
Jimmie R. Rogers
10 years
Vincent M. Pena
5 years
Darlene M. Campodonico
Susan S. Hood
Aletha R. Jarmon
Kourosh Vahedi

Laredo District
20 years
Efrain Santana
15 years
Gerardo M. Martinez
5 years
Aurelio Rios Jr.
Martha C. Rodriguez

Lubbock District
35 years
Joe T. Brown Jr.
Carl R. Utley
30 years
Roberto Moreno
20 years
James H. Gehring
Thomas E. Martin II
John E. Rantz
Jarod G. Withrow
10 years
Kathryn G. Deatherage
5 years
Miguel T. Galvan

Lufkin District
15 years
Weldon K. Gaston

Odessa District
15 years
Camilo Aguirre
Ramon M. Prieto Jr.
Gary E. Rumbaugh Jr.

Paris District
35 years
Jerry D. Stone
15 years
Deborah L. Cordell
Michael L. Smith
Stephen Vanderslice
10 years
Linda J. Barnes
John D. Wright Jr.
5 years
Daniel W. Blackmon
Tommy J. Langford
Susan R. Robinson
Teddy G. Ryan
Timothy R. Wright Jr.

Pharr District
20 years
Sandra G. Bowers
Abelardo Mireles Ill
10 years
Rogelio F. Gonzalez

San Antonio District
35 years
Benno Haecker Jr.
15 years
Gregorio G. Aguilar
Ronald M. Gregurek
William T. Shuler
5 years
Luis Alcala Jr.
Cullen T. Pfeiffer

Tyler District
20 years
Danny R. Scott
15 years
Billy B. Fergerson
Barnie M. Trussell Jr.

Waco District
20 years
Leesa C. Brueggeman
15 years
Charlotte A. Markum
5 years
Robert M. Gutierrez
Gary L. Rushing
Jason W. Schlickeisen

Wichita Falls District
5 years
Richard P Hardin
Patrick S. Smith

Yoakum District
20 years
Eduigen F. Rodriguez
5 years
Anthony W. Janda
Mark A. Koeppen

Audit Office
10 years
Roberto Manzo

Construction Division
20 years
Thomas R. Bohuslav
Raymond B. Merrill
10 years
Ofelia G. Cantu
Reese M. Herd

Design Division
25 years
Sostenes Palomo

Finance Division
30 years
Thomas H. Doebner Jr.
Gordon L. Lehman
20 years
CathyL.Williams
10 years
Peggy W. Gonzenbach

General Services Division
30 years
Cherry C. Jackson
20 years
Donna E. Bandy
15 years
Guadalupe De La Fuente
Daryl D. Starkes

Human Resources
Division
10 years
Edmund P Rader

Information Systems
Division
30 years
Roberta D. Conklin
20 years
Severo Castillo Jr.
5 years
Gary W. Harris

'T1affic Operations
Division
10 years
Joyce A. Seebock

Transportation Planning &
Programming Division
5 years
Orlando V. Jamandre Jr.

Vehicle Titles &
Registration Division
30 years
Joel W. Lehman
Bobby J. Meeks
20 years
Nancy S. Kendrick
15 years
Debra S. Taylor
10 years
Debbra L. Johnson
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Showcasing transportation in Texas

Above: An evening perspective of Central Expressway (U.S. 75) at Mockingbird Lane in Dallas.

Below: In 1986 contract Iaborers worked on a concrete pour that was put of the beginning of
Dallas District's Central Expressway re-construction project.
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Above: Contract construction workers hang
beams at an overpass in southwest San
Antonio in 1986.

Left: Harlan E. Cannon was the sign manager
In the South Tyler Maintenance office In 1987
when this portrait was taken of him with his
sign truck. Cannon retired in 1990 with 25
years of service.

Gallery is open to photographsfrom TxDOT employees and
retirees. To submit non-returnable photosfor consideration in Gallery,

-o Ap po please contact Michelle Releford via e-mail or at 512-463-8609.

Calendar
MARCH
6-7 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
5.9 Successful Negotiation Strategies, Austin, GSD
12-13 Regional Hot Mix Paving Conference, Houston,

CST
20-21 TxDOT Annual Surveyors' Conference, Austin,

ISD
20-22 WASHTO Subcommittee on Construction and

Materials Annual Meeting, San Antonio, CST
21-23 General Public Procurement, San Antonio, GSD
23 Successful Software Service Acquisitions,

Austin, GSD
27-28 Regional Hot Mix Paving Conference, Austin,

CST
29 Commission Meeting, Austin
31 Cesar Chavez Day (holiday)

APRIL
3-4
46
9-11

13
21
24-27
26

MAY

Bid Letting, Austin, CST
Texas Aviation Conference, Austin, AVN
Maintenance Engineers' Annual Meeting &
2001 Maintenance Conference, Waco, MNT
Good Friday (holiday)
San Jacinto Day (holiday)
Project Management Course, Austin, TRF
Commission Meeting, Austin

1-2 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
9-10 Developing & Managing Performance Based

Contracts, Austin, GSD
11 Basic Legal Principles in Public Purchasing,

Austin, GSD
14-15 Improving Procurement Image Through Cost

Savings, Austin, GSD
28 Memorial Day (holiday)
31 Commission Meeting, Austin

JUNE
4-7

4-s

54

Research Management Committee Meeting,
CST
17th Annual Intemal Audit Conference, Austin,
AUD
Bid Letting, Austin, CST
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Gallery
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Photo by Geoff Appod
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