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Driven to Distraction
Motorists who are talking, reading, grooming or eating

cause an estimated half of the nation's accidents
What can TxDOT do about it?

By Usa Trow
Public Information Office

G ive us a brake. Drive
friendly. Don't drink and
drive. Save a life. Keep

your eyes on the road.
For every common sense mes-

sage thrown out at the public,
there is a ream of state and federal
statistics that indicate they're not
listening.

The latest media preoccupation with traffic safety
issues is one that TxDOT has been battling a long
time, said Sue Bryant, director of the Traffic Safety
Section of the Traffic Operations Division.

Distracted drivers, according to the findings of
federal studies released in July, account for a quarter
to half of the nation's annual traffic accidents. Cell
phones account for only part of the problem, the
report says. Activities such as eating, talking to pas-
sengers in the car, controlling pets and children,
adjusting the radio or CD player or the climate con-
trols, reaching over to pick up something that has
dropped - in short, anything that takes the driver's
mind off his driving - are also culprits.

"Driving when distracted, regardless of the rea-
son, has been compared to drinking and driving,"
Bryant said. "People mistakenly think they can com-
bine the two, and they don't know they are at risk
until it may be too late."

The situation has become so critical that some
cities are debating a limitation on the use of cell
phones while driving. Although the agency doesn't
have a position on this type of legislation, TxDOT
will spend a projected $80,000 for fiscal year 2001
trying to convince drivers to hang up and drive.

The Traffic Operations Division in September
1999 issued a "Texas Road Trips 2000" guide to the
public that urges motorists, "Don't talk" while driv-
ing.

Using wireless phones while driving increases your
risk of having a collision by 34 percent. Using a
hands-free device is not the solution because having
a conversation diverts the driver's attention from the

road.
"Long, complex conver-

sations make you four times
more likely to have a car
crash," the guide says. If
you need to talk, pull off
the road, the guide advis-
es.

To reinforce this safety
message, TxDOT has
been trying to get drivers'
attention while they are
driving with billboards
and radio spots played
during peak driving peri-
ods, Bryant said. The
radio spots are the prod-
uct of a partnership
between TxDOT and the
Texas Department of
Public Safety and feature
two DPS troopers who
deliver common sense
advice about the dangers of
driving while distracted.
These spots are broadcast by
more than 75 AM and FM
stations.

One such message features
Trooper Robyn Wilson and
Trooper Sparky Dean. Dean
warns drivers: "Whether it's
picking out the music you want to
listen to or doing something else,
distractions of any kind increase
your odds of having a wreck."

"Just imagine how much time you
spend not looking at the road -
while lighting cigarettes, dialing cell
phones, eating, checking maps, even
shaving and putting on make-up. We've
seen it all," the spot continues.

"It takes being alert and paying atten-
tion all the time to be a safe driver,"
Dean says.

Although the message seems simple,
traffic safety officials are hoping to get
drivers' attention through sheer repetition.
It helps that the media is now interested in

See DISTRACTED, Page 4
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Straight Talk _

TxDOT looking afresh at old ideas
Just six months after the HighwayDepartment began in 1917, the first con-

struction work began - a 20-mile section
untreated flexible base 16 feet wide from

Falfurrias to Encino in South Texas. Other
crews started work on
the first hard-surfacing
project, a 25-mile
stretch of Hays
County, roughly fol-
lowing the current
Interstate 35. Begun in
July 1918 and finished
in March1919, the
Hays County highway
was 15 feet wide with
a single bituminous

Mike Behrsurface treatment 2.5
inches thick.

In those early
decades, the department used dirt, asphalt
and concrete to build what evolved as the
finest highway system in the world. Over the
last century, Texas became a leader in trans-
portation research. For example, the Texas
triaxial system for strengthening bases was
adopted by many other states and foreign
countries.

In the 1920s, engineers had no adequate
way to test the strength of a roadbed. They
had to learn by trial and error. When the
department began paving in the 1920s and
1930s, engineers studied what went under
the pavement and developed methods for
testing and strengthening roadbeds. From
the late 1930s to the early 1940s, higher
strength pavement was needed because the
load limits were raised.

Today, we're still using dirt, asphalt and
concrete just like they did more than 80 years
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ago, but we are using them in different ways.
Despite the wonderful advancements,

bumper-to-bumper traffic is growing faster
than we can build roads. Since 1950, conges-
tion has increased sevenfold overall and more
than tenfold in urban areas. The news isn't
getting any better. Researchers are projecting
another 45 percent increase over the next 18
years.

The idea is a simple but a complex one:
We have to build the best roads money can
buy, heavy-duty roads that require minimal
maintenance, but last a long time.

We have developed new specifications for
pavements and structures that meet both
construction control and design criteria.
Through careful communication we now
have our design, testing and construction
staffs working with the same requirements.

We are working with top-notch research
programs to develop new methods and mate-
rials. TxDOT has initiated new research
projects in the following areas:

Methods to determine critical concrete
placement temperatures and how to mitigate
them.

Determining how early opening of a road-
way impacts its long-term performance.

Impact of measuring specimens beside the
road instead of the actual roadway under the
tires.

Using new design methods to optimize
the use of local materials.

Researchers are looking at old products in
new ways. For example, Texas Transportation
Institute engineers are field-testing a new
type of asphalt-and-rubber surfacing mixture
made by a new process that finely grinds
rubber. These particles are then mixed with
asphalt and treated at high temperatures to
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Calendar
AUGUST
1-3 Texas Ports Waterways Conference, Beaumont, TPP
34 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
15 Board of Directors Meeting, Austin, TTA
27 LBJ's Birthday (holiday)
31 Commission Meeting, Austin

SEPTEMBER
4 Labor Day (holiday)
5-7 Environmental Coordinators Meeting, Austin, ENV
7-8 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
13-14 NIGP Seminar: Contract Administration, Austin, GSD
19-21 2000 "How To" ATSSA Conference, Montgomery, TRF
20 NIGP Seminar: How to Write RFPs, Dallas, GSD
21-22 NIGP Seminar: Contract Administration, Dallas, GSD
28 Commission Meeting, Austin

OCTOBER
4.6 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
4.6 District Equipment Supervisors Meeting, Austin, GSD
9 DE/DD/OD Meeting, College Station, ADM
11.13 NIGP Seminar: General Public Procurement, Houston, GSD
12 NIGP Seminar: How to Write RFPs, San Antonio, GSD
13 NIGP Seminar: How to Process and Evaluate Bids, San

Antonio, GSD
18.19 NIGP Seminar: CPPB/CPPO Review, Austin, GSD
21 NIGP Seminar: CPPB/CPP Exam, Austin, GSD
26 Commission Meeting, Austin

1.3 Annual State Roadeo Competition & APM Meeting, Waco,
oCC

8 NIGP Seminar: Specification Writing, San Antonio, GSD
9-10 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
9.10 NIGP Seminar: Contracting for Services, San Antonio, GSD

blend. The result is a stronger surfacing
material. Researchers believe this asphalt-
rubber mix could potentially be the solution
to earlier compaction and stress problems on
roadways. The rubber is also expected to
improve the adhesion of the asphalt binder
to the aggregate while slowing down the
oxidative hardening of the binder, making
the road surface last longer.

Another part of the roadway solution may
involve creative thinking, such as using
advanced technology to increase rail trans-
portation and other modes. Railroads already
carry a heavy load for us. Forty-one percent
of all freight shipped between cities goes by
rail; railcars also transport 65 percent of all
motor vehicles and 60 percent of all coal.
Trains are the safest means to transport
freight - especially hazardous cargo. They
can move a ton of freight three times as far
as trucks can for the same price.

Maintaining our highway infrastructure is
important because we expect our highways to
last a lifetime - up to three, four and five
decades. The highways we build today must
not create problems for our children and
grandchildren.

TxDOT has long enjoyed a strong, posi-
tive working relationship with researchers
and the transportation industry. By working
together, I know we can find mutually
acceptable solutions to the problems of
building quality transportation facilities to
keep Texas moving. *

Mike Behrens is assistant executive director in
charge of engineering operations for the Texas
Department of Transportation.

Got news?

Did your district newsletter run a story
you think other TxDOT employees would
enjoy reading? Do you know of a co-worker
with an interesting hobby? We want your
story ideas. To contribute, contact your dis-
trict public information officer. He or she
can pass it along to us. Or you can contact
Editor Lisa Trow by phone at (512) 463-
8609 or via GroupWise at LTROW.

Submission info
Photos and copy (articles, columns and

letters) must be submitted by the second
Friday of the month in order to run in the
most current issue of Transportation News.

We prefer that district employees discuss
potential submissions with their district PIO
before contacting Transportation News.

Photos and copy should be sent as e-
mail attachments to LTROW. Copy should
be sent as Microsoft Word files. Photos
must be sent as bitmap or jpeg files.
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A Day In The Life*

GRACE UNDER FIRE
Houston's Cardinal enjoys challenge of handling big-city construction contracts

( 1 lvia Cardinal is everything we want
TxDOT to be - professional,
intelligent, hard-working, gets the

job done, has grace under fire and smiles to
boot," said Gary Trietsch, Houston district
engineer. "She is the epitome of TxDOT"

Cardinal, Houston District consultant
contracts section manager, is humbled, if not
almost embarrassed, to hear a remark like
that. "Mr. Trietsch is very supportive of my
staff and me," she said. "In fact, the entire
district leadership is wonderful. They make
sure we know how much they appreciate our
work."

Trietsch counts on Cardinal and her staff
to fulfill the district's letting schedule and
with $1.6 billion worth of construction proj-

ects last year, that's a
monumental task. In
fact, Cardinal doesn't
know any other place
in the state with that
kind of workload.

"Sadly," she said,
"we don't have the
staff to do the work in
house t the required
time frame, so about

EkoiseLI half is contracted to
the private sector.
Without the consult-

ants, we couldn't do our work."
In fact, the amount of contract work

throughout TxDOT's 25 districts is astro-
nomical now, but it's always that way in
Houston, according to Cardinal. And with
the $3 billion letting last year and a similar
projection for 2000, Cardinal and others like
her stay in high gear pretty much all of the
time.

"Fifty to 60 percent of design work on
projects for letting come out of my section,"
she told me. "And that's not just pure state
contract work either. Federally funded proj-
ects in categories like four C and CMAQare
included.

"If it's touched by a consultant," she said,
"then we see the design."

Cardinal feels fortunate, though, because
out of all the districts, hers has the largest
number of licensed professional engineers
under one roof. And seven of these valuable
folks have 15 or more years of experience
each.

"These are the ones the consultants come
after," Cardinal explained, touching on the
TxDOT-wide engineer attrition problem.
It's obvious she would make an excellent
recruiter as she warmed quickly to extolling
the overriding benefits of working for the
department.

"Flexibility is the most important aspect of
working for TxDOT," she said. "Above most
everything else, people appreciate getting to
spend more time with their families.

"In fact, I know of several TxDOT engi-
neers who left to go to work for consultants
for a lot more money who have either
returned to work here or are trying to get
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Elva Ciarlinal, manager of the Houston District's contracts section, oversees the districts $1.6
billion In construction projects per year.

back on with the department," she said.
Cardinal is authorized 25 FTEs and cur-

rently has 18 on staff. She should have 11
licensed engineers but only has nine. "I've
got the job announcements out, trying to
staff back up," she said. "We'll be there
soon.

Beginning her career with TxDOT in
1982, the Brownsville native was recruited by
TxDOT right before her graduation from
Texas A& I University. "I was invited to
come to Houston where the district engineer
made an offer right then and there," Cardinal
said. "The metropolitan atmosphere really
enticed me, as well as the type of work I
would be doing.

"I knew the challenges and opportunities
would be limitless," she continued, "and even
now, I can honestly tell you, no one could
challenge me like the Houston District, not
even the private sector. I am having so much
fun."

Most of her experience has been in design
- central design staff, design support, con-
sultant contracts and plan review - aside
from a brief stint in an area office. She par-
ticularly values the exposure she got in work-
ing with division staff.

Meeting the public, working with local
governments and entities like utility compa-
nies and leading talented engineering staff is
the stuff dreams are made of, in Cardinal's
opinion. "Where else could I go and get the
same kind of opportunities and still stay in
Texas?" she challenged me rhetorically. I
didn't attempt to answer, but I thought
there's got to be something that would curb
her seemingly endless enthusiasm.

But no, not even Houston's newest set of
problems brought on by being designated the
nation's smoggiest city had the slightest
effect.

"It's more of a challenge for us, yes,"
Cardinal said, "because we have a lot less
resources. But we will meet the challenge

because we work as a team."
Her dedication and enthusiasm doesn't go

unnoticed. In 1993, Cardinal was selected to
participate in Leadership Texas. And then in
1997, she received the Hispanic Engineer
National Achievement Award.

She likes to give back in gratitude for what
she's received, and since 1988 has worked
diligently as a district coordinator for the
Texas Association of Minority Engineers
(TAME), actively encouraging women and
minorities to consider careers in engineering.

"I'm afraid with the increased responsibili-
ty at work and my growing family, I'm going
to have to pass the baton," she said regretful-
ly, "but I am encouraging the district's
younger engineers to get involved in mentor-
ing and tutoring children. It will enrich their
lives and it's a good reflection on TxDOT."

Cardinal and her husband, Paul, an electri-
cal engineer, have been married for 10 years
and have three children: Jim, 8; Kaylyn, 6;
and Camille, 9 months. "We stay busy with
the swim teams, the soccer teams and Cub
Scouts," she said. "Paul, who was an Eagle
Scout, is a den dad. I try to make as many of
their games and school functions as I can."

The family also takes an annual ski trip
during spring break. The Cardinals take
time to renew themselves spiritually, singing
in their church choir and participating in
other church activities.

"I also try to play tennis once or twice a
week," Cardinal told me. "As a working par-
ent, I think it's very important to find an
avenue to relieve stress. And you see, I
wouldn't be able to do that working for a
consultant."

We need to figure out a way to clone,
package and market this one-woman good-
will ambassador throughout TxDOT.
Cardinal is the genuine article and I am a
better person for having spent just one day
with her. *
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TxDOT's fuel costs increase by 46%
Rising gasoline prices don't slow agency travel, GSD says
By Usa Trow
Public Information Office

AUSTIN - Although rising gasoline
prices have increased TxDOT's fuel costs by
46 percent, the department's services and
operations have not been affected, according
to General Services Division officials.

TxDOT is likely to spend about $4.4 mil-
lion in fiscal year 2000 to operate agency
vehicles. The department spent a little more
than $3 million during the previous fiscal
year to buy 4.2 million gallons of gasoline.

The average price for a gallon of regular
unleaded gasoline as of mid-July was $1.53
in Texas and $1.59 in the nation, according
to the American Automobile Association.

Experts blame this summer's increase in
gasoline prices on OPEC's decision to raise
the cost of crude oil, CNN has reported.
These higher prices caused oil refiners to cut
back operations, which resulted in a 4 per-
cent drop in oil supply when demand was

increasing. U.S. Department of Energy
Secretary Bill Richardson has said gasoline
prices will stabilize eventually, CNN report-
ed. The best guess about when prices will
drop is suggested by the futures markets.
Activity in those markets suggests prices
should drop about $5 a barrel within the next
eight months. The rule of thumb is that for
every $1 drop in price for a barrel of oil, the
price of gasoline drops 2.4 cents. If oil sells
for $5 a barrel less in December, the price of
gas should drop 12 cents a gallon six to eight
weeks later, according to CNN.

In the meantime, TxDOT is able to keep
down transportation costs by using alterna-
tive fuel, said Carolyn Shandley of GSD.
About 67 percent of the TxDOT fleet is
capable of operating on alternative fuel -
propane or compressed natural gas - in
addition to gasoline.

"This offers TxDOT the choice of using
either fuel and has somewhat abated the

increase in gasoline costs."
TxDOT purchases fuel in bulk or

through fuel credit cards. Most of the gaso-
line the agency uses is bought in bulk for use
with on-site fueling facilities through blanket
purchase orders. These purchase orders typi-
cally are valid for a two-year period with an
option to renew for two years. The purchase
order price is linked to an index - in this
case the posted terminal - and they contain
an escalation clause to allow the price to
move up or down based on the cost of the
fuel. The vendor's profit margin is fixed,
Shandley said.

TxDOT is also coping with increases in
diesel fuel, which has gone up 240 percent
since December 1998, according to Capital
Ideas, the Austin District's bimonthly
newsletter. Although state contracts have
controlled the increases somewhat, the cost
has still risen at a rate similar to the price at
the pump, the newsletter reported. *

D isRACTED
Continued from Page 1

the problem, Bryant said.
"Media of all types are among our great-

est advocates," she said. "Radio, TV, bill-
boards and employee newsletters are won-
derful ways to keep reminding everyone to
focus on the road."

Public interest has been fueled by the
release of government statistics that describe
a situation made worse by rapidly advancing
technology and the looming potential for
widespread and controversial legislation to
control drivers' behavior. Texas is among
about half the states in the nation proposing
such legislation. Sixty percent of the Texans
surveyed on the issue recently said they sup-
port such legislation, according to
Bizjournals.com in Dallas.

According to a survey by the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 44
percent of drivers have phones in their cars
or carry their phones in their cars when they
drive; 7 percent have e-mail access; and 3
percent can send and receive faxes.

According to the Austin American-
Statesman, however, cell phone use by drivers
is even more widespread. The Statesman
reports that 85 percent of the country's 91
million mobile phone service subscribers use
their phones occasionally while driving.

Though falling short of supporting a ban
on cell phone use, the Statesman questioned
whether well-meaning messages from the
"government safety nannies" might be
enough to curb drivers from indulging in
dangerous distractions.

"It's comforting to think that polite warn-
ings, common sense and common courtesy
will reduce vehicular recklessness and rage.
But it usually takes more to wean us from
dangerous practices - to make us wear seat
belts, put the kids in infant safety seats, take
driver education classes and hand over the

TiPs TO MINIMIZE DISTRACTI
. m M Let your conscience be your guide. If some

seems hazardous to do while driving, it probe

Perform highly distracting tasks such as
ly dialing a cellular phone, reading a map
ing destinations in a route guidance syst
when stopped.

Avoid glancing away from the road foi
than a second at a time. When looking
road be thorough in scanning for posse
ards.

Leave personal grooming and read
home, not the highway.

Plan ahead for what you will do in
event a soft drink spills, a cigarette
the floor or the cell phone slips off1
seat.

Source: A

car keys when using intoxicants," the
Statesman said in a July 19 editorial.

But even if cell phone use is prohibited for
drivers in Texas, other dangerous behaviors
may not be so easily regulated.

"We're all doing things in the car instead
of driving," Mark Edwards, managing direc-
tor of traffic safety programs for the
American Automobile Association told the
Associated Press. "I don't think we are really
aware of it."

Last year, for example, novelist Stephen
King was injured critically as he was struck
walking near his vacation home in Maine by
a driver trying to control his dog. The appar-
ent futility of legislating specific driver
behaviors has some citizens and members of
the cell phone industry up in arms.

"Everyday, thousands of commuters do
their make-up, shave, fumble for dropped
change, fiddle with the radio dial and flat-
out daydream while hurtling - or crawling
- down the Metroplex expressways,"
observed the editorial writers of the Dallas
offices of Bizjournals.com. "Any of these

activities can cause accidents -

ONS as can ignoring traffic while dial-
ing a cell phone. In all instances

'thing it's called reckless driving, and it's
bably is. already illegal."

manual- The National Highway Traffic
or enter- Safety Administration is hosting
em only an online public hearing on the

issue through Friday, Aug. 11 at
r more www.driverdistraction.org.
g to the Visitors to the site who register
sible haz- can post their views. (TxDOT

employees who want to visit the
ding for site should not do so at work,

according to the agency's policy
n the on Internet use.)
falls to "Driver distraction in all its
the forms is a real threat to the safety

of American roads. This threat is
BC News growing and growing fast," said

Rosalyn Millman, NHTSA
deputy administrator, said at the

start of the public hearing, reported CNN.
Reckless driving may have been a traffic

safety issue for a long time, but the advent of
more enticing wireless devices coupled with
busier and more stressful commutes have cre-
ated even greater challenges for agencies such
as TxDOT.

Bryant praises technology such as cell
phones that travelers can use in emergencies,
but motorists must make the right choices
about when to use this technology for other
purposes, and the car is usually not the place.

"Driving includes so many tasks already -
attending to other traffic, steering, maneuver-
ing the vehicle, watching for road signs and
signals - that we don't need to overload
ourselves with even more distractions," she
said. "The risk is too great." *
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Funding focus of Texas 2000 Summit
State transportation officials gave city and

county leaders attending the recent Texas
Transportation Summit from across the state
a bleak picture of the future if more funding
for highway construction and maintenance is
not made available soon.

Inflation and the rising cost of construc-
tion are eroding already insufficient levels of
transportation funding in Texas, said Wes
Heald, executive director of the Texas
Department of Transportation. Heald was
among the transportation officials who
addressed participants of the summit, held in
Irving last June.

"We have two basic problems related to
money: There's not enough of it, and infla-
tion is making what we have worth less every
year," Heald said.

Even with increases in federal funding,
TxDOT can only meet about 36 percent of
the state's identified needs over the next 10
years. Inflation, the second part of the fund-
ing problem, is eroding TxDOT's funding at
the rate of about 5 percent a year, which
effectively wipes out the state's increased
allocations won through passage of federal
funding legislation known as TEA 21, Heald
said.

Even with a $4 billion transportation
budget, Texas ranks 47th in per capita high-
way expenditures.

"Without significant funding increases,
projected population growth will likely rank
us 50th in the near future," Heald said.

County and city officials, already aware of
the problems facing transportation, such as
funding shortfalls, population increases,
increased truck traffic and an aging infra-
structure, are supporting TEX-21, a
statewide grassroots coalition aimed at
encouraging the Texas Legislature to focus
on the need for increased funding and a
streamlining of the planning process for state
highway projects at the summit.

"Transportation is a major public health,
safety and quality of life issue. Congestion,
mobility, air quality and highway safety are
issues that can only be addressed through
statewide cooperation," said Caroll G.
Robinson, TEX-21 co-chairman and a
Houston City Council member.

Solutions advanced by the Tex-21 proposal
include a statewide bond issue to fund trans-
portation projects; economic incentives to
improve air quality; revamping highway
planning and construction; and guaranteeing
adherence to transportation funding alloca-
tions.

TEX-21 supporters said they favor using
bonds and "other creative financing strate-
gies" to invest in improving and maintaining
the state's transportation infrastructure,
Robinson said.

"We must place a high priority on trans-
portation in general, much the same as we
did with crime and education issues," he said.
"Only then will we bring relief from traffic
congestion to the average Texas citizen."

Heald told city and county leaders that
while TxDOT "as a governmental agency
could not lobby the Legislature" on behalf of
any one idea, it can make suggestions and
provide information to help lawmakers make
decisions. "Thank you," he told leaders who
attended the summit, "for raising the aware-
ness of our funding problem."

Laney honored with TEAM at summit
Texas Transportation

Commission member
David M. Laney was
honored recently with the
Transportation
Excellence Award in
Mobility (TEAM) for his
significant contributions
to improving mobility in
Texas by the North Texas :
Commission (NTC).

The award, which rec-
ognizes individuals or
organizations that most
recently contributed to
the ongoing success of -
meeting transportation Former 1'tanspoi
challenges in Texas, was poses with his1
presented to Laney dur- DeSoto, left, am
ing the third annual TEX41 cochair
Texas Transportation
Summit held in Irving in June. Winners
are selected by a panel of judges familiar
with transportation issues and efforts.

Hosted by the NTC, the City of Irving,
the Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber
of Commerce and the Irving Convention
and Visitors Bureau, the summit is the one
time of the year when north Texas trans-
portation officials gather to address the lat-
est trends, issues and challenges facing the
state.

"David Laney has been a leader and
champion for improved transportation in
this state," said NTC Chairman Allan
Howeth. "He has taken unprecedented
steps toward finding creative ways to sup-
port our transportation issues."

According to Howeth, Laney has been
instrumental in finding innovative ways to
address funding problems, including creat-
ing the North Texas Tollway Authority, the
Turnpike Authority Division of TxDOT

iaffic congestion
Traffic congestion is a problem that is

growing faster than TxDOT can build roads,
Heald said. Traffic has tripled in the past 30
years in Texas. Since 1950, traffic has
increased sevenfold in rural areas, tenfold in
urban areas. Studies project another 45 per-
cent increase over the next 18 years.

Among the factors affecting this increase
in traffic congestion are population growth
and an increase in truck traffic following the
passage of the North American Free Trade
Agreement.

The state's population is now at 20 mil-
lion. By 2018, the population is expected to
be 34 million. "Where will they all live? In
metropolitan areas, creating even greater
demands on already overloaded transporta-
tion infrastructure," Heald said.

Eighty percent of the truck traffic
spawned by NAFTA moves through Texas.

Cost of construction
The construction industry is growing

faster than the economy overall, Heald said.
Recent reconstruction of a five-mile section
of Interstate 10 in Houston cost more than

rtatlon Commissioner David M. Laney, center,
TEAM trophy with Richard Rozier, mayor of
d Jack Miller, former mayor of Denton and
wan, right.

and the State Infrastructure Bank.
Howeth also credited Laney's effectiveness
in promoting state transportation interests
with the U.S. Congress as the reason for
Texas' higher return of federal motor fuel
taxes through the Transportation Equity
Act (TEA-21).

Laney, who was appointed by Gov.
George W. Bush in 1995, served as TTC
chairman until April of this year. He is
president of Jenkins and Gilchrist law firm
in Dallas, and also serves on the Stanford
University board of trustees.

The NTC is a non-profit consortium of
businesses, cities, counties, chambers of
commerce, economic development entities
and higher education institutions in the
north Texas region. Its purpose is to
enhance and promote the economic vitality
and quality of life for the Dallas-Fort
Worth metroplex by providing leadership
and acting as the catalyst for regional coop-
eration. *

13 times as much as the original five miles of
roadway cost to build in 1967.

Maintenance costs are also soaring as
more of the state's transportation system is
falling into disrepair. In the early part of the
1990s, 55 percent of the the state's roads had
a "road quality" rated as "desirable." Today,
fewer than 35 percent are rated that high.
Nineteen percent of all bridges are function-
ally obsolete and 8 percent are not safe for
trucks carrying loads that are within legal
weight limits.

Proposals to the Legislature
Legislative committees asked the Texas

Transportation Commission to come up with
suggestions for increasing TxDOT's funding.
Those include the following: end the vehicle
registration fee subsidy to the General
Revenue Fund; find an alternative budget
source for the Texas Department of Public
Safety, which now gets $320 million a year
from the highway fund; deposit transporta-
tion-related fees and taxes into the Highway
Fund rather than the General Fund; move
the collection of the state fuel tax from the
distributor level to the terminal oper-
ator. *
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ftansVISION
Fort Worth hosts opening
of traffic management center

By Michael Peters
Fort Worth District

ennPresident Dwight D.
Eisenhower set in motion the

nation's interstate system more
than 40 years ago, it had a tremendous
impact on America, prompting some to label
it the best investment a nation ever made.
Today, TxDOT hopes that by investing in
the latest technology, it can make a compara-
ble impact on the Dallas/Fort Worth
Metroplex.

This vision of tomorrow was the theme of
the grand opening of the new TransVISION
building June 27, as the Fort Worth District
unveiled its new traffic management center.
Only the third full-scale TxDOT traffic
management center to be built, the $4.7 mil-
lion facility is the cornerstone of the
TransVISION system that is almost half
completed on Tarrant County's 260 miles of
highways.

"I think the systems our personnel have
established and developed will play a big part
in improving traffic in the growing
Metroplex area," said Fort Worth District
Engineer Steve Simmons. "This
TransVISION system will further the effort
to relieve congestion and improve air quali-
ty.

The seeds of the TransVISION system
were planted in 1985 when the Fort Worth &
District began managing traffic using
Intelligent Transportation Systems. Since
that time, the Fort Worth system has shown i
evidence of multiple benefits, including
reduction in traffic delays by advance notifi-
cation to the public on closures and acci-
dents. Technological devices, such as video
cameras and underground traffic sensors,
provide feedback to TxDOT operators
around the clock.

"It is serious business keeping traffic flow-
ing on these busy highways," said TxDOT
Executive Director Wes Heald. "The
TransVISION system has made me a true
friend of the ITS, and I am confident it will
help us with the congestion problems facing
the Dallas/Fort Worth area."

Heald watched closely the development of
the system during his time as Fort Worth's
district engineer in the mid-1990s.

Uniquely designed with the Metroplex in
mind, the TransVISION center follows a
"virtual" concept that allows operations per-
sonnel from multiple agencies to work
together electronically. It links the Fort
Worth District to the Dallas District, and by
this fall, it will be linked to the cities of Fort
Worth and Arlington, as well as the Fort
Worth Transportation Authority and all local
media.

"Our goal was to build a cost effective
traffic management system that will integrate
existing field devices into a common system
to serve the needs of the Fort Worth region,"
said Abed Abukar, the Fort Worth District's
assistant director of transportation opera-
tions.

The technology spoke for itself the day of
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The Fort Worth District's new $47.5 million traffic management center Is the cornerstone of the
'uiansVISlON system, almost half completed In Tarrant County.

7'

Visitors to the June 27 grand opening of the Fort'
new traffic management center watch real-time h
tons on a large screen and an Interactive videoti

the grand opening, with three wall-size
screens displaying real-time highway condi-
tions and a kiosk with a touch screen giving
access to up-to-the-minute traffic informa-
tion.

Computers sported technical aspects of
the system on the developing Web site, as
well as highlighting the overall system with
specially developed interactive CDs and a
video.

Outside of the new building, guests could
see an example of how TransVISION inter-

connects with other
agencies. An Alert
Vehicle Police Car dis-
played Texas
Transportation Institute's
Advanced Vehicle
Technology with func-
tional computer mapping
showing traffic-delayed
routes.

The grand opening
featured several distin-
guished speakers. State
Sen. Mike Moncrief, D-
Fort Worth, State Rep.
Kim Brimer, R-Arling-

Worth District's ton, and Federal High-
ighway coni- ways Administration

pe. traffic operations engi-
neer Mark Olsen dis-
cussed the benefits of the

TransVISION system. TxDOT speakers also
included Transportation Commissioner John
W. Johnson, Heald and Traffic Operations
Division Director Carlos Lopez.

TxDOT introduced TransVISION to
address the increasingly crowded streets and
highways of Fort Worth, which accommo-
dates many of the 5 million residents who
live and travel throughout the Metroplex.

With an annual growth rate of 19 per-

See TlANSVISION, Next Page
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KEEPING TEXAs BEAUTIFUL
0 TH4E,2 Governor's awards recognize work of nine communities

!-=Cpotalsd msoe
John W. Johnson extols the
virtues of ransVIlSION at the
sand opening of Fort Worth's
new traffic n decent center.

TRANS VISION
Continued from Previous Page

cent, TxDOT must use other
alternatives to supplement ever-
increasing construction costs,
especially since there is only
funding for 36 percent of the
state's transportation needs.

As it becomes harder to
accommodate the increasing
traffic in the Metroplex, air
quality becomes more difficult
to maintain as well.

Dallas has been designated a
non-attainment area by the
Environmental Protection
Agency. That designation
could be increased to severe
non-attainment if changes are
not made. This change could
result in a loss of federal fund-
ing for highway construction.

Systems for TransVISION
were developed through coop-
eration between district traffic
operations personnel and the
Lockheed-Martin Space
Information Systems Group.
The building was designed by
KVG-Gideon Toal, Inc., and
was completed by Douglas E.
Barnhart, Inc., who took over
construction after S. Hakim
Construction, Inc. defaulted the
contract in February 1999.

The ceremony marked a new
era for mobility in the
Metroplex by displaying with
its systems what will make
highways "smarter" with fiber
optics, pavement sensors and
dynamic message signs. By har-
nessing this technology,
TransVISION will improve
traffic flow with fewer dollars
spent and time saved for
motorists while reducing harm-
ful emissions caused by idle
vehicles.

In the spirit of celebration
for this technology, the tradi-
tional "ribbon cutting" was
replaced with a computer mes-
sage broadcast on a message
board located on one of Fort
Worth's busy interstates. It
read, "TransVISION: Keeping
Tarrant County Moving." *

By Unda Levitt
Travel Division

State highways in nine Texas
communities will be enhanced
with beautification projects in
the coming year, thanks to the
Governor's Community
Achievement Awards.

Nine award-winning commu-
nities - Riverside, Big Lake,
Wimberley, Athens, Lake
Jackson, Pearland, Odessa,
Abilene and San Antonio - will
share millionn in TxDOT land-
scaping prizes.

The awards program, admin-
istered by Keep Texas Beautiful,
recognizes the best grassroots,
volunteer environmental pro-
grams in the state. State Sen.
Eliot Shapleigh, D-El Paso,
joined TxDOT to present the
awards during the Keep Texas
Beautiful annual convention in
El Paso on June 30.

This year it was extremely
difficult to reach decisions on
who would be the GCAA 'win-
ners.' However, it is obvious that
the ultimate winner is the state
of Texas. Because of all your
hard work, we are Keeping Texas
Beautiful," Shapleigh said in
presenting the awards.

Each year, TxDOT awards $1
million in landscape incentive
funds to Keep Texas Beautiful
affiliate communities. Funding
levels are based on population
categories, ranging from $60,000
for a community with less than
1,000 residents to $265,000 for a
community with a population
exceeding 250,000.

Award-winning communities
are judged on their successful

'Don't Mess
By Clay Bergund
Travel Division

AUSTIN - After nearly 15
years, TxDOT's "Don't Mess
with Texas" litter prevention logo
has been refreshed to reflect a
new target market - men and

women ages
16-24.

SSAThe logo
change is 
the result of

statewide research that shows
one-third of Texans surveyed
admit to littering even though
96 percent are familiar with the
campaign message, "Don't Mess
with Texas."

Of the population that con-
tinues to litter, the worst offend-
ers are Texans under 24 who are
single, smoke, eat fast food regu-

efforts to undertake a variety of
community improvement activi-
ties, including litter prevention
and cleanups, school education
programs, improvements to solid
waste management programs,
enforcement of litter and illegal
dumping laws, beautification and
property improvement programs,
and public awareness campaigns.

The program presents
TxDOT the opportunity to
build relationships with local
leaders and offers a positive pub-
lic relations potential with com-
munities.

"TxDOT is very proud to
sponsor these awards. We look
forward to the fresh, exciting
ideas that the communities bring
to the table and to working with
each of the winning cities on a
project they can be proud of for
years to come," Barrie Cogburn,
Design Division, said.

The GCAA program has seen
steady growth through increased
public participation. To date, the
department has installed more
than 80 GCAA projects
throughout the :ate.

TxDOT's Adopt-a-Highway
Awards were also presented dur-
ing the Keep Texas Beautiful
convention. The awards recog-
nize the state's outstanding vol-
unteer group and TxDOT main-
tenance employee who coordi-
nates the program locally.

Mr. and Mrs. Otis Gafford,
winners of the Adopt-a-
Highway Award for outstanding
volunteer group, have been vol-
unteering in the program for 10
years. They call their group
"Ranches West" to encourage

with Texas' e
larly, drive about 50 miles a day,
and frequent the club scene.

Gender was not one of the
top predictors of littering behav-
ior.

TxDOT redesigned the logo
to reach the new, younger demo-
graphic. The logo keeps the
same hard-hitting slogan, but
introduces a new and improved
look.

The stacked logo, sporting
Texas colors red, blue and white,
now has tipped the word 'mess'
as a reminder that the campaign
is for litter prevention.

The new logo also introduces
an identifiable icon - a stylized
star designed to strengthen the
tie between the Don't Mess with
Texas slogan and our state roads.

When the campaign began in

other ranches near Crowell, in
the Childress District, to adopt.

Two others have joined the
program. The Gaffords and
two other volunteers, clean their
five miles of adopted highway
every week. Not only do they
dispose of the trash they collect,
but they also recycle all of the
aluminum cans gathered at each
pickup.

The Spanish Seventh-Day
Adventist Church in Odessa
received an honorable mention.

For five years, church volun-
teers have cleaned two miles of
Texas 302 outside of Odessa.
Impressed by the group's dedica-
tion, TxDOT asked volunteers
to consider adopting a section of
busy Business Interstate 20. The
group willingly rose to the chal-
lenge.

Kerri Sutton won the Adopt-
a-Highway Award for her work
with the program in the Hunt
County Maintenance Office in
the Paris District.

In less than a year, Sutton
reinvigorated the Adopt-a-
Highway program in Hunt
County. Ten groups renewed
their contracts, and 19 new
groups signed up.

Honorable Mention for the
Adopt-a-Highway Award went
to Rebecca Puckett in the El
Paso District. With less than
2,000 people living in Jeff Davis
County, Puckett has 31 active
groups volunteering for Adopt-
a-Highway.

Five of those groups have
joined the program within the
last year, and all but six eligible
miles in the area are adopted. *

Ls new look
1986, the department took an
unprecedented marketing
approach to the litter problem by
finding out who the worst cul-
prits were - pickup truck-driv-
ing men in the 18-34 age group.
Then, the campaign was crafted
to market directly to the audi-
ence, dubbed "Bubbas." Now,
since the target market has
changed, so has the campaign
approach.

The updated logo will appear
on bumper stickers, window
decals, billboards, television
spots, and more. The logo is
currently being registered with
the U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office. *
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Try Transit Week
Air quality concerns, gas prices fuel interest in public transportation

By Chante' Bergmann
Public Transportation DivisionTry Transit Week 2000,

Sept. 10-16, is a nation-
wide effort to encourage

the public to explore its transit
options. This annual cam-
paign, sponsored by the
American Public

Transportation
Association, calls atten-

tion to the benefits a
community can expe-
rience when people
ride together.

"Try Transit
Week encourages
non-riders to try-

out the transit
system.
Whether it be
rail, carpool, van
pool or bus it is
important to get
new riders
familiar with
the system

and the many options it has to
offer," said Karen Dunlap,
planning and programming
section director for the Public
Transportation Division, said.

During the summer
months, Texans have been
experiencing rising gasoline
prices, ozone action season,
and many hours spent monthly
in traffic gridlock. Combine
these elements with the Texas
heat, and many people are
searching for alternatives to
the daily commute. Educating
the public on transit options is
the first step in improving the
situation.

"Through transit we build
awareness of how public trans-
portation can better the quality
of life. Transit provides vital
transportation services, reduces
congestion, helps to improve
air quality, and makes more
livable communities," Dunlap

said.
Try Transit Week was

developed as a nationwide
effort to solve increasing tran-
sit maladies. In 1961, the fed- .
eral government added its sup-
port when President John F.
Kennedy signed the Housing
Act, which made accessible
jobs, education, shopping and
recreation available to every-
one.

In 1975 the Texas Mass
Transportation Commission
was established to spearhead
the statewide public trans-
portation movement. During
the last 25 years events such as
Try Transit Week have been
instrumental in educating and
encouraging the public to use
alternative modes of trans-
portation in their communi-
ties.

Downtown Austin workers take the Capital Metro Dilo to their offices, including the
Greer Bulding, the agency's headquarters at Congress Avenue and 11th Street.
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million trips, an overall increase in the use of
public transit by more than 5 percent," said
Margot Massey, director of the PTN divi-
sion.

In a recent news release, President Clinton
and Vice President Gore voiced their com-
mitment to investing in transportation sys-
tems that will strengthen the economy, pro-
tect the environment and make resources
such as the availability of jobs, health care,
education and recreation accessible to all.

A variety of transit options are available
throughout Texas. Public transportation in
Texas is available in 98 percent of Texas
counties. Transit services are provided by
Metropolitan Transportation Authorities,
rural and small urban transit operators and
agencies serving the elderly and persons with
disabilities. Intracity bus systems also help
provide a seamless transportation system
between smaller communities throughout the
United States.

Light rail is another alternative that is
being discussed in many urban communities
in Texas. Dallas finished the first 10-mile
segment in December 1996 and has experi-
enced significant growth in ridership. Today
the system boasts an average daily ridership
of 38,000 and has 20 miles of track with 56
cars. In the last fiscal year, DART light rail
ridership reached 11.3 million.

The rise in ridership combined with rising
federal environmental standards are increas-
ing the need for expansion. The Federal
Transit Administration recently approved
$19.9 million for a project to extend the
Trinity Railway Express, a 35-mile com-
muter rail line that will connect Fort Worth
and Dallas. Light rail is now under construc-
tion in the Houston area and on the ballot in
the Austin area for the November elections.

Air quality standards are one of the main
catalysts for drivers to find alternative trans-
portation. Thirty-six counties in Texas are at
risk of breaching the Environmental
Protection Agency's standards for air quality
-11 in the Houston-Beaumont area, 11 in
Dallas, five in Austin, four in San Antonio
and five in the Tyler-Longview area.

"Most of these violations are caused by
creating too many pollutants such as oxide
and nitrogen, both predominantly from com-
bustion and power plants," said Wayne
Young, Environmental Division air quality
specialist.

The Environmental Protection Agency
sets the nationwide guidelines for pollutants.
Ozone, a result of vehicle combustion, is the
main violation in Texas.

"There are many ways Texans can lower
emissions. Cleaner gas and diesel fuels are
being created, alternative fuel vehicles are
being used more, and public transportation is
encouraged," Young said.

Ozone action season runs from April
through October in Texas. During this time,
TNRCC meteorologists study weather
reports to predict when favorable conditions
for high levels of ozone will occur. If the
conditions are favorable, ozone alerts are
issued for the next day. Participating cities
release the information to the public so
transportation arrangements can be made for
the following day.

In Texas, ozone action days have been
observed in Houston, Dallas, San Antonio,
Austin and Corpus Christi to reduce air pol-

\
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Dallas built the first u0-lle segment of track for Its light rail system In 1996. The system
boasts a rdership of 38,000 a day.

The Economics of Public Transportation

City Regular gas Daily bus Monthly bus Rail
per gallon rate rate

Austin $1.46 .50 per ride $10

Corpus Christi $1.40 .50 per ride $20

Dallas $1.55 $2 day pass $30 $1 per ride, $2
or $1 per ride day pass, $30

per month

El Paso $1.42 $1 per ride $36

Houston $1.59 $2 day pass $35
E or $1 per ride

Lubbock $1.50 $1 per ride $52
U _____________________________ ___________________

lutants.
"During 1998 there were 90 ozone action

days in Texas. The amount varies from city
to city but during this time the Houston area
had 41 of those days," said Jim Dobbins,
ENV information specialist. "Free or reduced
fares help reduce emissions and get people
more familiar with the public bus system.
Carpooling is also a popular option on ozone
action days," Dobbins said.

The El Paso District has already observed
10 ozone days this season. "We have had a
tremendous response from all of our employ-
ees to support the ozone awareness cam-
paign. About 75 percent of our 385 district
employees are actively participating each
time there is an ozone action day," said Frank
de Santos, ELP assistant public information
officer. Employees are encouraged to ride
the bus or carpool. Brown bag luncheons,
ozone quizzes and give-away items have also
been very popular with employees.

In the Dallas area, efforts to reduce emis-
sions have resulted in a new law that will
require speed limits to be lowered. Beginning
in September 2001, speed limits will be low-
ered by five miles per hour and there will be
a ban on the construction of projects before
10 a.m.

"Slower speed limits in the Dallas area
will lead to longer travel times and possibly
more gridlock. More time spent in traffic
may lead people to seek out alternative trans-

portation options causing an increase in bus
and light rail use," said Anne Polk, public
transportation coordinator for the Dallas
District.

Changing attitudes about public trans-
portation can often lead to lifestyle changes
that include a daily bus commute. Ed
Gensweider, PTN financial program manag-
er, has been commuting from Pflugerville to
Central Austin for six years.

"I commute primarily to avoid the traffic
on 1-35. It's less stressful and I save money
on gas, wear and tear on my car and it helps
the environment." During his 45-minute
commute, Gensweider said, he catches some
extra winks or chats with friends he's made
on his daily ride.

Try Transit Week works to promote the
community benefits of mass transit. By
attracting new riders and engaging public
support, transit organizations hope to
increase the public transportation use in
Texas.

"Rising environmental standards such as
air quality, gas prices and an overall con-
sciousness of the problems at hand will
hopefully lead the public to discover how
beneficial public transportation can be,"
Dunlap said. *
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Team to document historic bridges
TxDOT sponsoring summer program with National Park Service

AUSTIN - Historic bridges in 12 Texas
counties will be documented this summer in
a project sponsored by TxDOT and the
National Park Service.

A team of architects, engineers and histo-
rians sponsored in part by the Historic
American Engineering Record , a division of
the National Parks Service, will analyze a
variety of bridges across the state.

This summer's project is a continuation of
work begun in 1996, when 42 historic
bridges were documented.

About 20 structures will be documented
this summer. A metal truss bridge, concrete
and steel girder bridges and suspension
bridges located in Coleman, Comanche,
Dallas, Erath, Fayette, Grayson, Harris,
Hood, Karnes, Mason, Tarrant and
Williamson counties will all be documented.

"I'm very excited to have the HAER team
back in Texas," said Lisa Hart, supervisor of
the Historical Studies Branch of TxDOT's

4 am looking forward to the final

report, which I believe will add
greatly to our appreciation of

Texas' transportation history.'
- Lisa Hart, Environmental Division

Environmental Division and state-level team
coordinator. "I am looking forward to receiv-
ing the final report, which, I believe, will add
greatly to our understanding and apprecia-
tion of Texas' transportation history."

The project is part of a nationwide effort
to document America's historic bridges for
the national collection at the Library of
Congress, and to collaborate with state trans-
portation agencies to preserve them for pos-
terity.

An 11-member team of student and pro-

fessional architects, engineers and historians
will undertake the project.

The five architects, Pete Brooks (Yale),
Jennifer Chrusciel (Kent State), Megan
Olson (Washington State), Wenhai Li
(Louisiana State) and Tim Reynolds (UC
Berkeley) will measure and draw the bridges.

Engineers Dario Gasparini and Stephen
Buonopane will provide comparative struc-
tural analyses of the suspension bridges.

Historians Robert W. Jackson, Mark M.
Brown, Peg Hardman and Joseph E. King
will research the history of each bridge and
write historical narratives.

The HAER project director is Eric
DeLony.

TxDOT, the Texas Historical Commission
and local repositories will retain duplicates of
all documents. Original documents will be
sent to the Library of Congress.*

THE GOOD LIFE

Search for roots occupies Houston District retiree
By Patricia K. Benoit
Public Information Office

To save canvases, artists sometimes paint
new images over earlier images. As the years
go by, the top paint becomes transparent
with age and the earlier, underlying image
shows through - a picture glowing from the
past. Painters refer to that by the Italian
word, "pentimento."

Since his retirement in 1996, George A.
Schramek has become steeped in his family
genealogy and the remarkable story of the
Czech migration to Texas. Moving back to
his hometown of Victoria after 31 years in
Houston has been pentimento for him -
images of his family history, buried deep in
time and memory, have come to the fore.
And, like the layers of an Old Master paint-
ing, the stories of his ancestors glow with
personalities uniquely theirs.

Schramek, 60, has contributed his family
research to a new history of Victoria County,
to be published this later this year by the
Victoria County Genealogical Society. If that
wasn't enough, he is currently working on a
self-published book of his mother's ancestors,
the Tittizers. When he's through with that,
he wants to publish his research on the
Schrameks.

Schramek worked in the material and test
section of the Houston District for 31 years.
When he retired at age 56, he headed back
home, where his mother and two brothers
lived. His brother, Bill Schramek, is an
inspector with the Yoakum District.

Plunging deep into his family history, he
learned that his great-great-grandparents
arrived in Galveston in 1856 from Moravia.
Eventually they settled in St. John, near
Schulenburg, where they are buried.

His mother's side of the family, the
Tittizers, came from Austria-Hungary in
1904. The name is now rare; only five people
with that last name remain. Yet, Schramek

has compiled lists of 400 descendants of that
original line. On the Schramek side, he has
more than 4,000 names.

Genealogy is more than a hobby. It's a
labor of love for his family. "I like to know
where my roots are," he said.

He has found his great-great-grandfather's
birth certificate and hopes to visit his Czech
ancestral home and the church where his
progenitor was baptized.

When he's not digging in archives and
libraries, neighbors can find him digging in
the garden, dabbling with his goldfish pond
and enjoying the company of his canine
companion, Fay. He also stays busy with
activities with the Knights of Columbus and
the Catholic Singles Groups. Schramek also
works part-time with Professional Service
Industries as a concrete inspector. He finds
time to visit his son, Douglas, who works for
Microsoft in Seattle.

Whatever Schramek is doing, the images
of his Czech ancestors are not too far away,
burning brightly in his imagination as if they
were painted yesterday.

Ann E. Ayers, 77, has parlayed her love of
children to carve out a second career with
Hays County Consolidated Independent
School District.

During her 27 years as an administrative
assistant at TxDOT's Transportation and
Planning Division, she took advantage of
TxDOT training and took college courses to
improve her skills. She took college courses
plus "all the courses that the Highway
Department offered.

"That TxDOT training really paid off in
the long run," she added. In fact, Hays
County children are the real beneficiaries.

When she retired in 1980 at age 57, she
and her husband settled comfortably at home
in Kyle, Hays County, where they had lived

for 30 years. But not for long. Her son-in-
law is an administrator and her daughter, a
secretary with the school system. Another
son is an agriscience teacher at Kyle High
School.

"Why don't you just come to work for us?"
her son-in-law asked. "We need experienced
office help."

At first the idea didn't appeal to her. After
nearly three decades of full-time work, she
didn't want to be tied down. But she agreed
to be a part-time substitute as secretary,
receptionist and Jill-of-all-trades for teach-
ers.

"I'm a 'people' person. I love working with
others, especially children," she said. "The
office work is very interesting. There are new
people moving into Hays and new students
all the time."

Her experience with people of different
skills was a real plus. For example, her
TxDOT training relating to the Americans
With Disabilities Act helped her as she
worked with special education children.

Her second career has another big advan-
tage. "Being around children keeps you
young," she said.

When she's not helping the school dis-
trict, she enjoys her activities at Kyle United
Methodist Church and spending time with
her four grandchildren and two great-grand-
children, who live in Leander - "although I
don't get to see them as much as I'd like to,"
she said. *

Transportation News is seeking contribu-
tions to its monthly "The Good Life" column on
the activities of retirees. To contribute, retirees
can fill out cards available from district and
division offices or mail their information to Lisa
Trow, editor, Transportation News, 125 E.
11th St., Austin, TX, 78701.
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Fast facts

FATALITY RATES
Traffic fatality rates hit an all-
time low in 1999, according to
the U.S. Department of
Transportation.

The fatality rate per 100
million miles traveled was 1.5
in 1999, down from 1.6 in
1998, dramatically lower from
the 5.5 rate in 1966.

Total number of people
killed was down slightly from
41,471 in 1998 to 41,345 in
1999.

The number of alcohol-relat-
ed fatalities dropped from
15,934 in 1998 to 15,794 in
1999.

The number of pedestrians
killed in accidents dropped 10
percent, from 5,200 in 1998
to 4,695 in 1999.

The number of deaths
among children under age 5
who were passengers dropped
slightly from 566 in 1998 to
543 in 1999.

Fatalities in crashes involv-
ing large trucks dropped from
5,374 in 1998 to 5,203 in
1999.

Not all the news was good,
however. Other findings in sur-
veys showed:
1 63 percent of those Wiled in
crashes in 1999 were not
wearing safety belts.

Safety belt use dropped
slightly in 1999 to 67 percent
from 70 percent in 1998.

Speeding-related traffic
deaths rose from 12,477 in
1998 to 12,672 in 1999.

EMotorcycle crashes killed
2,537 in 1999 compared to
2,284 in 1998.

ON THE CUTTING EDGE
Paris employee has customers around the world for his knives

By Audrey L Andrews
Paris District

Burle White, a 34-year
TxDOT employee in the Paris
District laboratory, has been
making knives professionally for
more than 33 years but the roots
of his business go back decades
further.

White began his knife
sculpturing hobby while in
the third grade.

"I could not afford to
buy the type of hunting
knife I wanted, so I made
it," White said. "Of
course, I didn't have much
equipment to grind the blade
into shape. I used a cold chisel to
cut the blade from a garden hoe
and with a file I managed to get
a few flat edges, but I was in real
trouble when it came time to
attach the handle to the blade. I
finally wound up using a piece of
wood and some leather to lace
the handle to the blade Indian
fashion," he said.

White's equipment and skill
has improved over the years. He
has made more than 1,500
knives to send all over the world.

"My knives have gone as far
as Anchorage, Alaska," said
White. "I've custom made
knives, bows, swords, spears and
rifles by design and by picture. I
once made an 8-pound broad
sword with a stacked mother of
pearl handle."

White considers his square
wheel grinder as the "ultimate
knife maker's tool." He explained

Burle White, a 34-year TxDOT
employee In the Paris Dis-
trict, has been mindgknives
since the third grade.

that this particular instrument
allows him to sculpt a blade
within 15 minutes, he said.

Like any custom-made item,
the knives can become expensive.
White's cost is based on the cus-
tomer's design.

Although he prefers to make
his weapons from scratch, he has
done some custom work on
knives made by others and does
restoration work on antique rifles
and guns.

"The cost depends on what
the customer wants," White
said, "the size, whether they

want brass or silver for the guard
and what kind of handle they
want.

"I use stag horn, mother of
pearl, water buffalo or micarta, a
manmade wood, for handles.
How much material it takes to
make the knife also affects the
cost - the bigger, the more
expensive," he said.

Although White has had a
successful hobby making
knives for others, he doesn't
own a big collection of
knives.

"I'm always trying to
build up my collection," he

said, "but it seems like every
time I finish one, someone wants
to buy it. I can't seem to hold on
to any." White was offered a
contract to build knives, but
declined it because of the time,
overhead and the quantity of
knives fulfilling the contract
would require.

"I felt that would take the
enjoyment out of knife-making,"
he said. "If something like that
comes along after I retire, I'll
probably take it."

White's latest design was a
custom-made knife built for
Gene Stallings, retired college
and professional football coach.

Now as White looks toward
retirement from the department,
he plans to spend more time
developing his hobby.

"After 33 years of knife mak-
ing, I still consider it a hobby
and not a job," he said. *

MCD has tips for hiring a mover
TxDOT employees, like other

Texas consumers, can benefit
from using a service the agency
provides to the public when the
transport of household property
involves hiring a professional
mover.

One in five households moves
every year.

"Not everybody who works
for TxDOT knows the agency
provides this service and that
employees can take advantage of
it when they move as well," said
Lawrance Smith, director of
TxDOT's Motor Carrier
Division.

Household goods movers in
Texas are subject to TxDOT's
consumer protection rules.

To help consumers work more
effectively with movers, TxDOT
offers the following ideas:

Before you hire a mover, make

sure the company is registered
with TxDOT by calling the
Motor Carrier Division's public
assistance line at (800) 299-
1700. Check the company's
complaint history with TxDOT
and the local Better Business
Bureau.

Get at least three cost esti-
mates from different movers.
Don't base the decision on cost
alone. Consider the mover's
complaint history and services
offered when making a hiring
decision.

Do not rely on verbal agree-
ments. Read all agreements care-
fully and confirm them in writ-
ing.

Ask the mover to explain any-
thing that isn't carefully under-
stood or spelled out.

Feel free to ask a mover about
the availability of additional

insurance or increased liability
coverage. A mover's minimum
liability is 60 cents per pound
per article. For example, if a 100-
pound television is destroyed
during a move, the mover's max-
imum liability is $60 unless
additional protection is pur-
chased.

Claims for loss, damage or
improperly charged fees must be
made in writing to the mover
within 90 days of the move.
Movers are not required to
respond to claims received soon-
er than 90 days after the move is
completed.

For more information about
household goods movers in
Texas, call (800) 299-1700 or
refer to the Consumer
Information section of TxDOT's
Web site at the following
address: www.dot.state.tx.us. *

Department of
Transportation

FUNDING FACTS

The Texas Department of
Public Safety receives $320
million from the Highway Fund.

About $69 million of DPS'
budget is unrelated to the
policing of public highways.

Depositing transportation-
related fees and taxes into
the Highway Fund rather than
the General Revenue Fund
would generate more than
$200 million for highway con-
struction.

Moving the point of collec-
tion of state fuel tax from the
distributor to the terminal
operator could generate
between $50 million and $75
million annually.

Source: TxDOT
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TxDOT employees honored
with Taffic Operations awards

AUSTIN - Tracy Telman of the
Amarillo District and Wallace Ewell of the
Fort Worth District were honored at last
June's Traffic Operations Conference in
Austin with the annual Gene Sparks and
Richard Oliver Traffic Operation Awards.

The conference was attended by 275
TxDOT and private sector participants. The
Traffic Operations Division in association
with the Texas Chapter of the American
Traffic Safety Services Association sponsored
the event.

Traffic Operations Director Carlos Lopez
presented the Oliver Award, given for out-
standing engineering and technical achieve-
ment in the field of traffic operations, to
Ewell, director of Transportation Operations
for the Fort Worth District.

"Wallace Ewell is a highly respected traf-
fic engineer with more than 19 years of serv-
ice to the department. He is widely recog-
nized for his thorough knowledge, dedica-
tion, and ability to develop and maintain
cordial and effective working relationships
within his community," Lopez said.

Richard Oliver joined the department in
1949 and served the agency in many capaci-
ties, including district traffic engineer in the
Corpus Christi District. He was the state
engineer of traffic between 1971 and his
retirement in 1987.

Lopez presented the Sparks Award, given
for outstanding service for non-engineering
personnel in support of traffic operations and
safety, to Telman, traffic safety specialist for
the Amarillo District.

"Tracy Telman is a well-known district
traffic safety specialist and railroad coordina-
tor with over 14 years of TxDOT service.
Her hard work and commitment are often
focused on activities designed to improve
safety for children through bicycle safety and
child-passenger restraint education. She is
also involved in numerous volunteer activities
in her community. Local governments in her
region have often recognized her profession-
alism and dedication," Lopez said.

Gene Sparks joined the department in the
San Antonio district in 1953 and served as
district traffic engineer between 1972 and
1978. He became the Assistant Chief
Engineer of Maintenance Operations in
1978 and served in this position until his
death in 1982.

"This conference provided an excellent
opportunity for district and division staff as
well as vendors to meet and discuss new
techniques, policies, and issues in an informal
face-to-face setting. We were extremely
pleased with the large turnout for the event
as well as the conference evaluations we
received," Lopez said.

-Jim Cotton, TRF

TxDOT, T conference marks
50-year research partnership

COLLEGE STATION - TxDOT's half-
century partnership with the Texas
Transportation Institute has served the citi-
zens of Texas by enhancing the mission of
the department beyond the dreams of its
founders, said Former Transportation
Commissioner David M. Laney, among
those honored at the recent Texas

rp
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racy Teaman of the Amnullo District, third from left, celebrates her Gene Spurks Traffic Opera-
tions Award with traffic Operations Division Director Carlos Lopez, far left, Carol Rawson,
deputy director, second from left, and Kirby Pickett, TxDOTs assistant executive director.
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Wallace Ewell of the Fort Worth District, third from left, celebrates his Richard Oliver baffic
Operations Award with T'raffic Operations Division Director Carlos Lopez, far left, Carol Rawson,
deputy director, second from left, and Kirby Pickett, TxDOThs assistant executive director.

Transportation Institute's Conference.
TTI celebrated its 50th anniversary at the

conference, which was held May 23-24 at
the Gibb Gilchrist Research Building at
Texas A&M University.

Laney was among those who commended
the fruits of this longstanding partnership at
TTI's 50th anniversary dinner, which preced-
ed the conference.

TTI's research partnership with TxDOT
spawned innovation in every aspect of surface
transportation, Laney said. Changes in
demographics and in the marketplace have
produced challenge after challenge for trans-
portation officials in Texas, "and we have
built on our ability to meet these challenges
on your shoulders," Laney told his TTI
hosts.

TTI researchers have played an integral
role in developing research in key areas such
as Intelligent Transportation Systems, envi-
ronmental quality, multimodal development,
pavement, energy policies, he said.

"There is plenty to keep researchers busy
for the next 50 years. We wouldn't have
expected any less of TTI and we won't expect
less in the future," Laney said. "Fifty years is
a good start."

TxDOT Executive Director Wes Heald,

Houston District Engineer Gary Trietsch
and Paul Krugler, director of the Research
and Technology Section of the Construction
Division, also addressed conference atten-
dees.

- Lisa Trow, PIO

Laredo middle school student
Wins engineering poster contest

LAREDO - A Laredo middle school
student's interpretation of "Engineers Turn
Dreams Into Reality" was recently selected as
the overall winner in the statewide 2000
Texas Minorities in Engineering (TAME)
poster contest.

Carlos Mercado, United High School stu-
dent and son of Laredo Deputy District
Engineer Salvador A. Mercado, submitted
the winning entry. The younger Mercado,
together with 35 other local students and
nine adult sponsors, traveled to Texas A&M
University in College Station last spring to
compete in the annual state math and science
contest. Mercado and 15 other students who
placed among the top in additional contests
dealing with physics, chemistry, algebra and
precalculus were recognized during a brief

See TxDOT ROUNDUP, Next page
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ceremony hosted at the Laredo District
Office on April 14.

Founded in 1976 by concerned Texas
industrialists and educators, the Texas
Alliance for Minorities in Engineering, or
TAME for short, focuses on increasing and
strengthening minority participation in the
engineering, scientific, and computer science
professions. Fewer than 3 percent of the
nation's 1.2 million practicing engineers are
either African American, Hispanic, or Native
American.

TAME involves more than 15,000 Texas
elementary, middle, and high school students
per year through a system of 20 alliances. In
Laredo, the Webb County Alliance for
Minorities in Engineering, better known as
WeAME, is committed to improving how
local students perform in the areas of math
and science at all levels, from pre-K to post-
college.

WeAME sponsors several events through-
out the school year including SAT/ACT
workshops, fall and spring Physics Olympics,
a local and state math and science contest, a
local and state poster contest, and the Rat
Trap Car Race.

For his winning entry, Carlos Mercado
received a $1,000 U.S. Savings Bond.

- Marco Alvardo, LRD

Three TxDOT districts take
course in hazardous spills

TxDOT employees from three different
districts recently got a crash course on clean-
ing up hazardous spills in a demanding, 40-
hour training course.

The course included simulation drills with
instruction by Claus Casavan, hazardous
materials coordinator for the Emergency
Services Training Institute, and Bill Abshier,
demonstration technician.

Coordinated through the Texas
Engineering Extension Service of Texas
A&M University System, the course is
offered in an effort to prepare those who
might handle hazardous spill emergencies.

Twelve employees from the Waco, Austin
and Fort Worth districts took the course that
required trainees to don protective suits and
oxygen masks to get them accustomed to the
hot, heavy gear.

Simulation training involved four exercis-
es. In the first, trainees had to transfer the
contents of a leaking drum into a fresh one.
Then they put the leaking drum into an
"overpack" drum. They also learned the cor-
rect method to repair a leaking pipe. Finally,
they used soap and water at a decontamina-
tion station to bring their suits back to a con-
dition determined safe by the federal agency
guidelines.

-Michael Peters, FTW

Fort Worth District conducts
child safety seat inspection

Installation of a child's car safety seat is
not as simple as reading the instructions.
This point was illustrated during a Fort
Worth District safety seat checkpoint con-
ducted recently at an Azle grocery store.

Jackie Carter and Cheryl Hall, district
traffic engineering employees, provided free
training in the installation of these safety
seats for the public. Carter and Hall became
certified child passenger safety technicians

State poster contest wminer Carlos Mercado,
center, celebrates his award with Rosa E.
Tevino, district director of maintenance and
WeAME co.chalrwoman, left, and District
Engineer Luis A. Runirez, ri t, at the
WeAME awards reception April:14 In Laredo.

after passing the National Child Passenger
Certification Course.

Carter and Hall checked 41 seats for com-
patibility, correct use and recalls. Fourteen
seats were replaced free of charge for some
motorists. Carter and Hall directed others on
what models they should purchase.

"Every car that comes through our check-
point leaves with a safer source of transporta-
tion for the child that's in it," Carter said.

Members of the Azle Fire Department
and several police departments assisted
Carter, Hall and other child safety volun-
teers. These and other groups set up the
demonstrations, which were publicized by
the local newspaper and through the distri-
bution of 3,000 brochures.

- Michael Peters, FTW

Safety no laughing matter
for San Angelo District workers

San Angelo District employees had reason
to applaud their equipment operators recent-
ly at their annual safety awards banquet. The
district suffered no injuries last fiscal year.

It seemed as if the applause grew louder
when co-workers with at least 20 years expe-

rience were recognized, especially when Big
Lake Supervisor Rodney Merritt was hon-
ored for his perfect record of 36 years in both
award categories.

The theme of the day of celebration was
"Don't Clown Around with Safety. " It began
with the District Truck Roadeo Champion-
ship.

Unlike past years, safety officer Rocky
Youngblood decided to add the truck roadeo
finals on the day of the banquet to allow
more employees an opportunity to watch the
finals. This change also allowed Youngblood
to separate the roadeo awards from the safety
awards presentation.

To follow the safety banquet theme, a
truck roadeo clown, alias Douglas Roberts
from Robert Lee and the San Angelo
District's competitor at the National Roadeo
Finals in Ohio, entertained the audience
between drivers.

At the conclusion of the truck roadeo
Mike Sepeda, assistant maintenance supervi-
sor from Eden, was honored as the district's
roadeo champion. Frank Munsinger from
Leakey was second place winner. All the
Leakey employees were honored for the third
straight year with the Team Spirit Award for
the highest average.

The rodeo clown was only an introduction
to the rest of the clown theme for the day. As
employees entered the Sonora Civic Center,
they were greeted by a metal art sculpture
that had been transformed into a clown. A
familiar face, that of District Engineer
Walter McCullough with a big red nose and
a clown hat on top, set the stage for the ban-
quet theme. Penelope, alias Sheila Adams
from Right of Way who has been clowning
for three years at parties, store promotions,
and gospel meetings, clowned around with
her co-workers.

-Patsy Maddux, SJT

Fourth of July crackdown
Texas Department of Public Safety troopers erected more than 1,000 Texas flags on the
grounds of Wooldridge Park In Austin, the site of the kick-off for the Fourth of July cans
pagn to promote safe driving and crack down on Impaired drivers. The flags were dils
played In memory of the Texans who die every year In alcoholrelated accidents.
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Service Awards __ _

Ablene District
30 years
Marvin L. Rogers
20 years
Hesmergild 0. Munoz
5 years
Paul A. Bishop

AmarlNo District
40 years
Melvin G. Grant
10 years
Lonnie D. Furgason
Rory R. Gomez
Harold L. Moore
Charlie A. Mullen
5 years
Rodney D. Denson

Atlanta District
20 years
Attie S. Daniels
Michael C. Hamilton
15 years
Darlene M. Baker

Austin District
30 years
Patsy K. Warren
20 years
Ronald T. Bailey
Shelly W. Easley
Higinio S. Rodriguez
15 years
David A. Boone
Sherman M. Coots Ill
Donald E. Nyland
10 years
Gerald D. Pohlmeyer
Glen M. Straube

Beaumont District
20 years
Richard L. Clow
John C. Sims Jr.
15 years
Robert B. Hulgan
Georgette M. Pillitere
Grady 0. Simmons iI

Brownwood District
20 years
Tommie R. Jones
10 years
F. Howard Holland

Bryan Diict
40 years
Pat Bruce
20 years
Steve M. Simecek
5 years
Mark A. Schoenemann

ChlIess District
30 years
Russell G. Schaefer
Bobby G. Williams
15 years
James L. Bettis
Gregory C. Cheyne
10 years
Jimmy C. Braker

Corpus Christi District
15 years
Jesus A. Yzaguirre
10 years
Raul E. Guerra

Dallas District
20 years
Charles T. Hervey Jr.
Charles E. Massay
Terry L. May
Van C. Page
Betty B. Stults
Deborah C. Williamson
15 years
Johnnie Burr
Edward L. Chisenhall
James E. Dunn
Tammy J. Hager
10 years
E. J. Deford
Charles U. Lankford
Mark A. Pickett
Mark L. Shelton
James M. Thompson
Angel A. Velez
5 years
David L. Breshears
Lesley L. Buntin
Dianne L. May
Jerry A. Newsom

El Paso District
35 years
Ben E. Sanders
5 years
Walter R. Devine Jr.
Ramon Ruiz

Fort Worth District
20 years
Wallace E. Ewell
Timothy L. Robbins
Carl G. Young
15 years
Gary K. Miner
10 years
Billy J. Manning
Phillip S. May
Walter A. McKinney Jr.
5 years
Jeffrey L. Clack
Paul A. Fierro

Houston District
35 years
George A. Stowe Sr.
30 years
Charles M. Jones
Nicolas Sauceda Jr.
25 years
Michael C. Kennedy
20 years
Greta F. Blankenship
Merrill G. Culver Jr.
John M. Gaynor
Alvaris Jackson Jr.
Curtis A. Long
Cynthia G. Price
Chu K. Vu
Helga E. Williams
15 years
Linda A. Brown
Gary L. Buss
Carolyn D. Huser
Robert W. Kluna Jr.
Daniel E. Norman
Forrest F. Perkins Jr.
Jose M. Ramirez
10 years
Jon F Holt
Frederick N. Jones
Charles L. Richardson
Jeffrey M. Schwartz
Ronnie L. Smith
Frank M. Wadlington
Embry Woods
5 years
Martin E. Aguilar
Steven W. Pike

Laredo District
10 years
Juan R. Campos
Arturo Smith Jr.

Lubbock District
30 years
Steven L. Ferguson
20 years
Wayne E. Fagin
15 years
Lehmon C. Jacobs
10 years
Efrain Almodova

Lufidn District
30 years
James L. Athey Jr.
Stephen W. Sublett
20 years
William C. Johniken
Timothy A. Thompson
15 years
Daron W. Webb
10 years
Howard S. Looney

Odessa District
35 years
Bemardo A. Magallanez
20 years
Philip Corrales
10 years
Ruben L. Reyes
5 years
Joe M. Robledo

San Angelo District
30 years
Charles J. Wearden
10 years
Ray E. Douglas
Houston K. Petty Ill

San Antonio District
35 years
Elias H. Jimenez Jr.
20 years
George W. Gorman
Michael R. Maloch
Lazaro J. Placencia
15 years
Robert C. Boyte
Terry G. Gentry
Cheryl L. Lives
Paul Kieke

Tyler District
35 years
Travis E. Miles
20 years
James L. Beard
15 years
Robert W. Echols
10 years
Curtis N. Rice

Waco District
25 years
Glenn E. Psencik
10 years
Julie L. Durham
Gregory N. Holecek
Ricky D. Pierce
5 years
Carroll L .Starkey

Wichita Fails District
30 years
Helen V. Thompson
20 years
Anthony W. Breyen
15 years
David C. Galliton
5 years
Michael L. Camger

Pharr District
20 years
Reynaldo Uanes

Yoakum District
35 years
Melba K. Bucek
Otto 0. Kocian Jr.
Dolores A. Prasek
30 years
Clifford L. Rugeley
20 years
Daryl L. Honc
10 years
Kitty N. Vincik
5 years
Rhonda L. Branecky

Bridge Division
20 years
Don D. Allen
Lanny C. Wadle

Construction Division
20 years
Bunny M. Neible
Rosalinda S. Zamora
15 years
Jorge R. Besa
Elma G. Carrillo
10 years
Dana P Herring
Judith A. Mitchell
5 years
Ann H. Campbell

Design Division
10 years
Michael R. Norris

Environmental Affairs
Division
15 years
Dianna F. Noble
10 years
Thomas J. Casbeer
Graham R. Price

Human Resources
Division
15 years
Jeanne E. Huston

General Services Division
15 years
Gerald L. Daughety
10 years
James P Lockhart
5 years
Elizabeth Gomez
Gary C. Quinn

Finance Division
20 years
Roger B. Cramer
Bemice S. Tesmer
15 years
Sandra R. Bailey
5 years
Jimmie B. Broaders

Information Systems
Division
25 years
Sam V. Jones Jr.
20 years
William E. Spooner
10 years
Michael S. Calogridis
Cynthia E. Gendron
John T. Jennings
Danna K. Kemble
5 years
Jim C. Patterson

International Relations
Office
5 years
Stephen E. Kem

Motor Carrier Division
30 years
Kathleen T. Hunt

Motor Vehicle Division
10 years
Zellena P Jay

Public Informnation Office
10 years
Kerry B. Neely

Transportation Planning &
Programming Division
20 years
Judith B. Hajek
10 years
Greg P Wood
5 years
Harry C. Pan

-Tavel Division
15 years
Alberto G. Rubio

Vehicle Titles &
Registration Division
25 years
Michael Cawlfield
20 years
Candelaria J. Rayos
Deborah B. Wells
15 years
Olivia Calvo
5 years
Mary R. Lopez

In Memorial Retirements
Abilene District
James E. Moore,

Maintenance Technician
IIl, retired in 1976, died
April 20, 2000

Amnariio District
Raymond R. Marek,

Administrator of
Technician Programming
I, retired in 1987, died
May 2, 2000

Austin District
Jimmie J. Shelton,

Engineering Technician
V, retired in 1961, died
May 12, 2000

Corpus Christi District
Olive D. Martin,

Maintenance Technician
Ill, retired in 1984, died
May 31, 2000.

B'yan District
Leland E. Clepper,

Engineering Technician
V, retired in 1987, died
May 7, 2000.

Blanche R. Graham,
Accountant II, retired in
1984, died May 7,
2000.

Dallas District
Loyd T. Dyess, Maintenance

Technician Ill, retired in
1984, died May 4,
2000.

Clarence Graves, General
Construction Inspector,
retired in 1991, died
May 17, 2000.

Charles H. Hanson,
Engineering Technician
IV, retired in 1991, died
May 2, 2000.

Lester T. Harris, Analyst IIl,
retired in 1993, died
May 1, 2000.

Rupert C. Howard,
Maintenance Technician
Ill, retired in 1975, died
May 20, 2000.

Houston District
August Heise Jr.,

Maintenance Technician
Ill, retired in 1983, died
May 12, 2000.

Leroy W. Tielke,
Maintenance Technician
IIl, retired in 1981, died
April 19, 2000.

Lubbock District
Donald 0. Hart, Engineering

Technician I, retired in
1974, died May 15,
2000.

Paris District
Chris A. Runkle,

Engineering Technician
II, retired in 1976, died
March 7, 2000.

James L. Souther,
Maintenance Specialist
V, retired in 1961, died
April 20, 2000.

Tyler District
Joe D. Klores, Maintenance

Technician II, retired in
1983, died May 10,
2000.

Yoalwm District
John D. Vogt, Chief

Accountant II, retired in
1976, died June 28,
2000.

May
Wichita Falls District
Joseph B. Blair, Engineering

Technician III, 18 years
Human Resources
Division
Jeanne Richard, Human

Resources Specialist II,
10 years

June
Lufkin District
Cheryl F Lilequist,

Transportation
Maintenance Supervisor
V, 29 years

San Angelo District
Richard J. Meil, Maintenance

Supervisor III, 13 Years
Design Division
Michael R. Monnig,

Transportation Engineer
Supervisor III, 29 years

Vehicle Titles and
Registration Division
James E. Powell, Program

Administrator IV, 28 years

July
Dallas District
Alvin A. Barton, P E., Area

Engineer IV, 32 years
Larry C. Shaw, Motor Vehicle

Mechanic III, 30 years
Tom H. Watters, Design

engineer V, 30 years
San Angelo District
Rena R. Kerr, Administrative

Technician II, 25 years
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Bryan District motorist thankful for help
I would like to take this opportunity to rec-

ognize Eddie Gaas for his assistance last June.
The help he provided to me was above and
beyond anything I would ever expect and it
reaffirmed my belief that there are still caring
people in our world.

As I was traveling to Brenham, the alterna-
tor on my vehicle went out near the Milam/
Burleson county line. While I was stranded on
the side of the road, Eddie stopped to offer
assistance. Not only did he give me a ride to a
local repair shop in Caldwell, he took me back
to my vehicle, assisted with a temporary fix
and followed me back to Caldwell making sure
I arrived safely. Finally, he stopped back by to
ensure my vehicle was being repaired as need-
ed.

Due to his efforts, not only did I avoid cost-
ly towing expenses, I was still able to make my
meeting in Brenham.

Again, I would like to thank Eddie and I
certainly appreciate the efforts of the Texas
Department of Transportation.

Brian K. Wilkinson
Operations Manager
Dan Hil Containers, Inc.
Caldwell
Eddie Gaas is the maintenance assistant supervisor

for Burleson County in the Bryan District. He has
workedfor TxDOTsince 1969.

Dalhart maintenance supervisor praised
We arrived back home in good order, after

being stranded in Texas.
Thanks to Royce Howell for giving us the

help he did. It is a wonderful feeling to know
there are such concerned, helpful people like
him.

Roger and Jean Durick
Glenwood Iowa

My husband and I want to thank TxDOT
for helping us when we had an accident in
Dalhart. Royce Howell went way beyond the
call of duty. Without him, we would have been
detained there for days. He is a wonderful
human being with a big heart and should get a
medal. We have never been treated so nicely.
He is such an asset to your agency.

Bill and Ruth Sargent
South Fork, Coo.
Royce Howell is the maintenance office supervisor

in Dalhart.
''''''''''''.

SAT courtesy patrol makes timely rescue
While traveling recently on Interstate 35

South I hit an object in the road. My right
front tire blew out and I was stranded on the
left side of the road. Not willing to try to
change a tire on the right side of my car in the
traffic, I waited for the police to discover me.
This never happened. At approximately 8
p.m., a truck with two men from the highway
department pulled up, told me to stay put and
promptly changed my tire. I didn't have time
to get their names. I seem to recollect that the
truck was marked as a courtesy vehicle.

This was a great service and I can't say
enough about their courtesy and efficiency.
Without their help, I might have been "road
kill." Joking aside, please track down these two
individuals and thank them for me.

W.E. Seymour
Garden Ridge, Texas

The employees involved were Victor Gil and
RonaldJohanningsmeir, both members of the San
Antonio Districts courtesy a

Driver lauds Electra maintenance worker
I was driving southeast on Highway 287

about 10 miles from Wichita Falls recently
when a truck going in the opposite direction
lost a tire and wheel drum, which collided with
my car, resulting in major damage to my car.
Luckily, no one was seriously injured or killed.

A TxDOT employee, John B. Coats, was in
the area when this collision occurred. He
quickly came to see if he could help. He posi-
tioned his truck so that his emergency lights
would help to protect us. He made a call on
his cell phone to the Texas Department of
Public Safety and the sheriff's office. He also
called for a wrecker.

Coats was very courteous and professional
in all his help and concern. It made a very bad
situation easier to deal with. Your department
is very fortunate in having Coats as an
employee. He represents the best of our young
people who go out of their way to help some-
one in trouble. He is to be commended for all
he did for my family and I.

Howard A. Tucker
Georgetown
John B. Coats works at the Electra Maintenance

Office as a maintenance employee.

Beaumont employee 'wonderful person'
Beaumont District Engineer, Walter Crook
received the following letter:

Recently, I was hand mowing along Phelan
when Diana Evans stopped and wanted to
help me mow. Of course, I could not do that.
It helps keep me going at 90. She said she
worked at your office. She is a wonderful per-
son and certainly a credit to your organization.
It is sure nice to know there are still a lot of
good people out there.

I still work with the Beaumont Police
Department and act as part-time chaplain at
two hospitals.

Al Long
Beaumont

Diana Evans is office manager in the purchasing
warehouse in the Beaumont District.

Newsletter offers look at 'family' history
Transportation News received the following

letter:
Just wanted to tell you how much the news

paper acts as an archive of employee history.
Someone recently brought to my attention

about a TxDOT news article which dated back
to April 1971. To my surprise, it was a small
excerpt about my father, Robert Ledesma Sr.
being the proud father of a new baby girl. I
am all grown up and have been working for
the Information Systems Division for eight
years as a technical support supervisor.

What made this somewhat nostalgic was
that I recently had a baby girl of my own,
Ashley Danielle Ramirez, born April 12, 2000.

Who would have ever thought that almost
30 years later, after my father brought me to
his office to show me to his co-workers, that I
would be doing the same thing with my
daughter. Talk about a true TxDOT family.

Lorie Ledesma
Austin

ment

10. Failure to wear personal protective
equipment

UNSAFE CONDITIONS

1. Lack of adequate safety devices

2. Lack of adequate warning systems

3. Fire and explosion hazards
4. Poor housekeeping
5. Improper or inadequate personal pro-

tective clothing/equipment

6. Protruding object hazards
7. Close clearance and congested storage
hazards
8. Hazardous arrangement of tools,

equipment or materials
9. Inadequate illumination or intense

noise levels
10. Defective or improperly maintained

tools or equipment

-June 1999, OCC

Safety tips
Make safety a habit

The easy way to do something right
is to make it a habit of it. Good habits
work for us even when we're not at our
best. Unlike conscious actions, they
don't depend on how we feel or how
busy we are. Habits are always more
reliable than memory.

The mechanic who has made a habit
of checking his tools for burrs, cracked
handles and so forth will make sure that
they are in good shape before he uses
them. Not only will he do better work,
but also he will work more safely.

How do we go about forming good
habits? The same way we form bad
ones - by repeating the action over and
over without fail.

Behavioral experts tell us that it takes,
on the average, 28 days of doing some-
thing the same way for it to become a
habit.

Every time you repeat an act, you
reinforce it. Remember, is is better to
avoid making any exceptions. Ex-
ceptions weaken the habit.

'Ten Most Unwanted'
You've heard of the "Ten Most

Wanted." Here's the Ten Most
Unwanted, the top 10 unsafe acts and
unsafe conditions.

By keeping these items in mind each
and every day, a majority of the acci-
dents on the job can be eliminated.

UNSAFE ACTS

1. Unauthorized operation or use of

equipment
2. Failure to secure or tie down equip-

ment against unexpected movement
3. Operating tools or equipment at an
unsafe/uncontrolled speed
4. Failure to be aware of surroundings
- employees, equipment, objects, etc.
5. Removing or bypassing safety devices
6. Using defective tools or equipment, or
using them in an improper manner

7. Standing in an unsafe place or taking
an unsafe posture
8. Indulging in horseplay, or distract-
ing/startling other employees
9. Riding on hazardous moving equip-
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By Patricia K. Benoit
Public Information Office

Who says highway construction is a bad
thing? Maybe with a little change in attitude
and some clever marketing, TxDOT can
make extra money from road closures.

After all, it's how you look at a problem. A
positive attitude can go a
long way - even in
Houston traffic.

One Friday evening
last April, Mark W.
Vance, senior financial
consultant for a Houston
investment firm, was
heading to Houston
Hobby Airport via the
West Loop.

"I heard about the lane
closures on the news, but I knew that would-
n't affect me," he said.

Sure enough. He hit the freeway just
beyond the closures. "There was absolutely
no traffic eastbound on the South Loop," he
said.

Transportation News

Odessa employee semi-pro
Kermit maintenance tech suits up for Basin Bulldogs
From the Winkler County NewsAlthough a few

TxDOT employees
"moonlight" at a sec

ond job, not many have one
like Kory Baker's.

The Kermit maintenance
tech suits up for the semi-
pro football Basin Bulldogs
every Saturday night.

The 5 feet, 10 inch, 215-
pound Baker (No. 64) is an
offensive lineman and special
teams player for the
Bulldogs, which finished
fourth in Class AAA
spring/summer league
national rankings.

The Wichita Falls Drillers
finished first ahead of the
Bulldogs, second-ranked
Puget Sound and third-
ranked Miami. Other Texas
teams included the 14th
ranked San Antonio
Stampede and the 15th
ranked Houston
Gunslingers.

For Baker, it is a chance to
pick up a career interrupted
by a knee injury during his
senior year in high school.
He practices Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday
nights after work.

"There is no better feeling
than to strap on pads again,"
he said.

He said that playing on a

Kenit maintenance tech Kory Baker suits up for the Basin
Bulldogs, a United Professional Football League team, which
evolved from the Odessa Colts and the Midland Colts. Baker
plays offensive lIme....

semi-pro team is good moti-
vation for young guys just
getting out of school without
funds for college. "It gives
them a chance (to make an
impression on college coach-
es)," he said.

The Bulldogs are in their
inaugural season in the
United Professional Football
League - having evolved
from previous incarnations as
the Odessa Colts and
Midland Colts.

The Bulldogs advanced to

the playoffs as the second
place team in the UPFL's
North Division, trailing only
the Wichita Falls Drillers.

The UPFL is a full-con-
tact football league with a
spring season to develop
players for college scholar-
ships, or pro football tryouts
with NFL, Canadian and
World League clubs.

Kory is married and he
and his wife, Geneva, have a
5-year-old daughter,
Kaitlin.*

Vance made it to Hobby in record time. "I
figured I saved 15 to 20 minutes in my com-
mute," he said.

So, in gratitude, he mailed a $1.50 check
to Houston District Engineer Gary K.
Trietsch, thanking him for the West Loop
Freeway closure.

Why that amount?
"I figured that's roughly what a toll road

would cost had I taken one. It seemed like a
fair amount," Vance said.

Of course, westbound drivers were stacked
bumper to bumper for miles on a Friday
afternoon, and no amount of money could
unjam them.

"I actually have sympathy for TxDOT," he
said. "Road closures sometimes are really
necessary, but it's a real tough issue," Vance
said.

Trietsch took it all with good humor, but
returned the check.

After all, Vance's taxes have probably
already covered his trip. *
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FINAL THOUGHT
In Idaho can you travel back in time at

65 miles an hour.
The Goff/Time Zone Bridge in

northern Idaho is now sending people
into another dimension of space and time
- even if it's only back an hour. The
newly completed U.S. 95 bridge spanning
the Salmon River crosses Mountain and
Pacific Time Zones.

FHWA News, a publication for Federal
Highway Administration Employees,
featured the bridge recently, and it was
no science fiction story.

The new structure completed late last
year replaces the 64-year-old structure
that was threatened by a slow-moving
landslide. The first bridge, a small steel
and timber truss bridge was constructed
in 1911 and named for an early Idaho
pioneer. A more modern structure
replaced it in 1936.

The new $12.4 million structure is
considered a major step in reconstructing
U.S. 95 with international traffic between
the U.S. and Canada.

POSITIVE THINKING

Motorist thanks Houston District for road closure

.;.


