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The granddaddy
of transportation
facilities nominated
to National Register
By Usa ow
Public Information Office

AUSTIN - Astronaut John
Glenn, who last month became
the world's oldest space travel-
er at age 77, was 12 years old
when the State Highway Build-
ing was dedicated on the cor-
ner of 11th and Brazos streets
at the height of the Great
Depression.

The 10-story, 135-foot-tall
limestone structure is old
enough, however, to be listed
in the National Register of His-
toric Places, the official federal
list of sites and structures con-
sidered important in American
history,.architecture, archeolo-
gy, engineering and culture.
The Register is administered in
Texas through a federal part-
nership with the Texas Histori-
cal Commission. The commis-
sion officially nominated the
building, renamed after former
State Highway Engineer Dewitt C
ter on Oct. 13, 1997.

The lOstory Art Deco
Stat. Highiway Buildidg,
renamed for Dewitt C.
Greer In1961, has been
nonmlnated to th. National
Register of Historic

C. Greer 1981, to the Federal Regis-

During TxDOT's 80th Anniversary and Historical Marker dedica-
tion ceremonies held at the Greer Building on Nov. 5, 1997, Jim
Steely of the historical commission also presented TxDOT with its
"Historic Preservation Award" for recent building restoration efforts.

Last September, the historic Greer Building was also nominated
by the Austin Heritage Society, on behalf of the citizens of Austin,
for one of its annual "Historic Preservation Awards."

In 1931, the Texas Legislature appropriated $450,000 from the
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';

State Highway Fund to
construct the highway
department's headquar-
ters in downtown Austin
across the street from the
Capitol. The Travis Coun-
ty Jail, which at one time
included a gallows for
public hangings, had occu-
pied the site since 1875.
Official' chose San Anto-
nio architect Carleton
Adams to supervise the
project. Adams and Gibb
Gilchrist, then state high-
way engineer, visited cities
such as St. Louis, Chicago,
New York and Washing-
ton, D.C., to view other
public buildings to get
ideas for the design of
their project.

The building was
restored partially and ren-
ovated in 1995 in coordi-
nation with the historical
commission.

"The building has presence and prominence and is one of the few
and best large-scale examples in Austin of Art Deco architecture,"
said Uly Flores, managing architect with the Maintenance Division.
" Most of the Large Hearing Room, lobby and exterior facade were
preserved and largely unchanged - in fact, the (University of
Texas) School of Architecture frequently requests tours of the historic
building to expose architecture students to the design style and

See GREER, Page 4

El Paso District erects signs
waning tourists to Mexico to
leave their weapons at home.

Page 5

VTR's Jerry Dike helps the local
Habitat for Humanity chapter put
residents In new houses.

Page 7

Two TxDOT employees will go to
national competition following
November's annual state roadeo.
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Harrowing October floods put
TxDOT and Austin District
residents to the test.
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Good agency, workers
reason to give thanks
during holiday season

We are in the midst of what I consider to be a
very special time of the year - the holiday season.

This is a good time for reflection and thanksgiv-
ing. And there is a great deal for whichI am thank-
ful.

I am very fortunate to work for the best agency in
the state with a very talented, dedicated and caring
group of people.

I am grateful to all who have helped during my
transition as executive director. After 37 years with

this agency, I found
there was and is still so
much to learn.

Also, I thank each
TxDOT employee who
worked diligently as
though there were no
agency changes occur-
ring. It always amazes

me how the day-to-day
operations of this
department continue
regardless of what is
happening at the Austin

Wes Heald headquarters. This is a
true sign of TxDOT's

Straight talk character and resolve.
Employees past and

present are the reason this agency has a reputation
of being one of the best transportation system
providers. On behalf of all users, I thank you all for
a job well done._

We will remember 1998 for a long time as a year
of contrast with the drought and flooding. The
statewide drought turned our attention to the threat
of wildfires. Many of our employees were actually
on or near the fire lines.

Then came the rains, bringing floods and devas-
tation throughout many parts of the state. Our
employees, especially those in maintenance, worked
long hours, lending a helping hand to their neigh-
bors and the traveling public throughout all parts of
the state.

TxDOT employees have a long-standing reputa-
tion for serving the public, and with that reputation
has come trust and credibility. In fact, most folks
take our various areas of service for granted.

Whether your work is on the highway, runway,
waterway or in an office, I know TxDOT's men and
women are going above and beyond the call of duty
each day to do their jobs right. For this, I thank you.

For all you do for a co-worker during his or.her
time of need, for that charity in the State Employee
Charitable Campaign or for the stranded traveler on
the side of the highway, I thank you all for standing
ready to help.

That's what TxDOT is all about, and I am proud
and thankful to be a member of this family.

So whatever form or fashion you choose to cele-
brate, I hope you, your family and friends enjoy a
safe and happy holiday season. *

Wes Heald is executive director of the Texas
Department of Transportation.

Gene Adams is assigned
to assist executive director

Atlanta District Engineer Gene
Adams has been reassigned as special
assistant to the executive director.

In this position, Adams will serve
as Executive Director Wes Heald's
representative and will assist Heald in
reviewing and evaluating operations
in each of the districts. He will report
directly to Heald.

The assignment became effective
Dec. 1.

Heald expects Adams to spend
most of December developing a plan
and a checklist in conjunction with
the administration and various divi-
sions and offices. The checklist will be
used during his visits to the districts.

Beginning in January, Adams will
begin regular visits to the districts.
Visits will usually last about one week
and will occur at a rate of about two
or three per month.

"Gene's broad experience and
detailed knowledge of our operations,
which may be unique within TxDOT,
should help greatly in our attempt to
provide consistency in the quality of
our highways and transportation
operations throughout the state, as
well as to help improve the consisten-
cy of management within the dis-
tricts," Heald said.

He expects these district visits to
serve multiple purposes. Adams will
review the quality and effectiveness of
all aspects of district operations: the
engineering functions, the support
functions, and management. He will
meet with district engineers and dis-
trict staff, examine construction, main-
tenance, operations and other func-
tions, and spend some time looking at
records. He will be free to look at any
other functions that he decides are
appropriate, Heald said.

During these visits, Adams will not
only assess district operations but will
also assess whether districts are
receiving the right kind of service and

support from
the Austin divi-
sions and
offices, and the

>.: administration.
The visits

will also pro--

vide districts
with an oppor-

:> tunity to dis-

cuss with
Adams any
problems, as

well as any ideas theymay have for
improving department operations.
Heald said that any ideas or problems
raised during these meetings will
receive attention.

Heald emphasized that these visits
are in no way meant to serve as
"audits," but are intended simply to
gather information. Their ultimate
intent is to help both the districts and
the department overall, Heald said.

Heald anticipates the visits will
provide him with a more accurate, in-
depth assessment of the operations of
districts than is currently possible.

"On many occasions, I have stated
that I believe it is essential to give our
managers and supervisors the author-
ity they need to do their jobs and then
to hold them accountable," Heald
said. "I am convinced this is essential
if the department is to be fully effec-
tive. I firmly believe these detailed
reviews by an individual with Gene's
capabilities will provide meaningful
improvement toward my goal of
properly holding TxDOT managers
and supervisors accountable for their
actions."

Adams will be based and may be
contacted at the Tyler District head-
quarters. Phone numbers and an e-
mail address will be provided when
Adams is established in his new posi-
tion. *

Isabel chosen new HRD director
Diana Isabel has been selected direc-

tor of the Human Resources Division.
She took the post effective Nov. 2.

In her new position, Isabel will man-
age employee classification, personnel
administration, employee relations,
recruitment activities and training.

Isabel has been with TxDOT for 22
years in the Traffic Operations Division.
She was most recently the division's
administrative manager, overseeing
human resources management, pur-

chasing/inventory/facility manage-
ment, information resources, plan-
ning/policy, and manual development.
She has also worked with legislative
issues and is the division's EEO Coordi-
nator.

Before coming to TxDOT, Isabel
served as the assistant comptroller in
the Governor's Office of Traffic Safety.
This office was transferred to TxDOT in
1976. *
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Good listening skills a must
Background in journalism is helpful to Houston investigator

There are some who would say Dan
Fulghum jumped from the frying pan
into the fire. There are others who

would say he stepped up in the world.
And then there are the hard-core cynical

critics who would say the only difference in
what he does now as opposed to what he
did previously is that he's got a legal license
to snoop.

Who is Dan Fulghum?
He's the kind of guy you'd want for your

next-door-neighbor. He's like the teacher
everybody
wanted for high
school geometry.
He would be

everyone's
favorite uncle.

What does he
do? He's the
complaints
investigation
supervisor for
the Office of

Civil Rights'

Eloise Lundgren Houston Field
Office.

A Day in the Life So how's that
different from
what he did?

Well, originally, he was a reporter.
(A man after my own heart.)
And he got a lot of his media training as a

military journalist in the Navy.
(His story just keeps getting better.)
What's the common denominator?
"A lot of it is about listening to what peo-

ple are saying," Fulghum told me. "Regard-
less of whether you're writing a news story
or investigating a complaint on discrimina-
tion, you have to be an objective fact-finder.
We're not advocates for either the employee
or the manager, but at the same time, if we
do find legal or policy violations, we have to
point it out to management."

As Fulghum emphasized, an investigator
must be tactful and diplomatic, but never
emotional. "It's easy to get tripped up by
your personal empathy for the com-
plainant," he explained, "but you've got to
learn to balance this against policy and the
law.

"Above all else," he continued, "to work
in this job and be good at it, you've got to
believe in what you're doing and be flexi-
ble."

According to Fulghum, almost every
complainant is sincere about feeling
wronged. "I have found that frivolous com-
plaints are not the norm," he said. "What
does often happen is that there may not be
anything legally wrong but the perception of
being wronged is in the mind of the com-
plainant, and we all know perception is real-
ity - at least to that individual."

Fulghum has dealt with all kinds of reali-
ty - age, race and gender discrimination,
retaliation, sexual harassment, you name it.
He's given videotaped oral depositions as
well as courtroom testimony in criminal and
civil cases.

"I had a lot of experience investigating
sexual harassment cases when I was hired at
TxDOT," he said, "while here, until recently,

Dan Falglum, a civil rights complaint investlga

ability to listen with empathy is a key skill for
his job

our biggest caseload appeared to involve
complaints from applicants who felt they
weren't treated properly in the employment
process."

Fulghum supervises two employees,
Marva Jacques, an investigator, and Cassie
Ross, secretary, and together they cover
eight districts out of the Houston field office.
That doesn't mean investigators aren't
assigned cases from the Dallas field office or
the main office, though.

"Assignments may depend on what kind
of complaint is involved and if the Austin
OCR headquarters needs an additional
investigator or a supervising investigator,"
he explained. "Civil Rights has an excellent
staff. Regardless of who is assigned to inves-
tigate a complaint, we all take our jobs very
seriously. We strive for ethical, professional
investigations."

The first step is to prepare an investiga-
tive plan, Fulghum said, that outlines how
the investigation is to be conducted.

"We have 60 days to go through the
entire process," he said, which includes
holding preliminary meetings to explain the
process and everyone's rights, interview wit-
nesses, review documentation and then hold
pre-determination conferences with both the
complaining and responding parties to let
them know where the investigation is head-
ed.

The investigator subsequently writes a
report that is turned into OCR's complaint
director for initial review, then forwarded to
the OCR director, the Office of General See FULOHUM, Page 16
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Counsel, the Human
Resources Division and
finally the executive direc-
tor or his appointee. A
determination letter is
prepared and sent to the
complaining and respond-
ingparties.

"I generally take a case
and go over it two or
three times," Fulghum
said, "and then set it aside
and look at it again a little
later with a different per-
spective. I am just as seri-
ous about my report writ-
ing as I am about the
investigation process."

That shouldn't be a

mystery, since Fulghum
got bitten by the journal-
ism bug while a high
school student in Wall,
near San Angelo. "I was a
photographer-reporter for
the school paper until I
graduated in 1971," he
reminisced. "Then I joined
the Navy as a military
journalist."

During his four-year
tour, Fughum saw two
tours in Vietnam, includ-

ing a stint on the USS
tor sayUthe Enterprise. He was

f oss th. responsible for editing a
12-page daily newspaper

and a 30-page monthly
magazine.

He entered Angelo State University in
1975 as - what else?- a journalism major.
He quickly landed a job as a photographer
for the ASU paper and then eventually
became a police reporter for the San Angelo
Standard-Times. The police beat drew him
into working as a reserve officer for the Tom
Green County Sheriff's Department. With 90
hours of college credits toward a journalism
degree, Fulghum did the unthinkable.

"I quit reporting," he said. "It didn't take
me long to decide that law enforcement was
the career I wanted. I think it was an inter-
esting career choice since I was born in
Crook, Colo."

He went to school full time, worked for
the Odessa Police Department and finally
moved back to San Angelo where he
worked communications for the police
department. Then the Tom Green County
Sheriff's Department hired him as a deputy
sheriff.

Shortly, as another twist of fate would
have it, a recruiter from the Texas Depart-
ment of Corrections (now the Department of
Criminal Justice) came to town and Ful-
ghum talked to him. Three weeks later, he
was told to report to the Texas Department
of Corrections academy.

"My first job was at the 'Walls' Unit in
Huntsville," he related. "Many times I found
myself responsible for the security of 500
inmates."
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BUCKLING THE TREND
Traffic Safety efforts designed to get drivers, passengers to use seat belts
By Phyllis Chandler
Public Information Office

The Texas Department of Transportation
is hoping its traffic safety education efforts
will reverse a trend that has earned Texas
motorists a disturbing reputation.

Last year in Texas, 2,793 drivers and pas-
sengers died in traffic crashes, according to
the National Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration. Of that number, 1,579 - more than
half - were not buckled up at the time of
the crash, giving Texas the unenviable posi-
tion of leading the nation in the number of
unrestrained people killed in crashes in
1997.

But these deaths - and others like them
- could and can be prevented, safety offi-
cials say.

"Eighty percent of these people might
have survived had they taken the extra five
seconds to buckle their belts,"' said Sue
Bryant, director of TxDOT's Traffic Safety
Section. "Something so simple can have a
huge payoff."

Convincing more people to take that time
was the message about 150 law enforce-
ment, business, government and safety
advocates heard recently at the Buckle Up
America Partnership Summit for Texas in
Austin. Participants in the summit, spon-
sored by NHTSA, TxDOT and other private
organizations, discussed efforts to reduce
injuries and deaths in traffic crashes by
encouraging more Texans to use their safety
belts and child safety seats.

The summit also kicked off Operation
ABC: America Buckles up Children, a

GREER
Continued from Page 1

appreciate its historic value."
What makes the Greer Building, with its

cream-colored limestone walls and polished
pink granite skirting, a significant architec-
tural contribution is its Art Deco style.

"Although the building underwent a
major renovation in 1995 to remove
asbestos, modernize facilities, upgrade infra-
structure and meet ADA, every effort was
made to preserve the original design ele-
ments," Flores said. "The architectural alter-
ations to the interior public spaces were
totally necessary for essential upgrades and
were carefully designed and developed to
be compatible with the building's original
interior design."

The exterior doors are 9-foot-tall hollow
white metal. The entrance has a granite floor
and steps leading from 11th Street and is
flanked by two-story engaged fluted lime-
stone columns and capped with free-stand-
ing stylized eagles. A white frieze above the
door is adorned with floral ornaments and
motifs in the Art Deco style. There are three
cast metal bas relief plaque panels represent-
ing three stages of road builders, signed by
the artist, H. Villa, and dated 1933. A cut
limestone panel reading "State Highway
Building" in intaglio and topped with a
round metal state seal crowns the entry.

"The building's original designers called

nationwide campaign to enforce child pas-
senger safety laws during the Thanksgiving
holiday. More than 5,000 law enforcement
agencies, including about 300 in Texas, par-
ticipated in the enforcement crackdown on
drivers who don't restrain children.

"The focus of the campaign was to send
the message that children should be buckled
up at all times," Bryant said. "We know
when drivers buckle up, the chances that
children will be restrained also goes up."

Research by NHTSA shows that when a
driver uses a safety belt, children are also
buckled up 87 percent of the time. When a
driver is unbuckled, children are restrained
only 24 percent of the time.

Some drivers are heeding the "buckle up"
message. Statewide, about 77 percent of Tex-
ans use their safety belt, compared with 69
percent of the nation. Even though Texas
outpaces the national statistic, the percent-
age of Texans who use seat belts is still
below the 85 percent goal the Clinton
administration has set for the country by
2000.

While Texas adults are buckling up, their
children don't fare as well. A 1998 survey by
the Texas Transportation Institute found that
only 67 percent of Texas children ride
restrained by a safety belt or in a child safety
seat.

"That's unacceptable when traffic crashes
are the leading cause of death and injury to
children under 15 years old," Bryant said.

"The numbers of people who use seat
belts and child safety seats must go up,"
said added. "We know that's possible. We

A demonstrator maches outside the State Hig
this February 1953 photo.

for limestone as the predominant exterior
veneer, but if you notice, the panels above
and below the windows, called spandrels,
are pre-cast concrete designed and colored
to simulate marble. This is a common con-
struction method today, but it was highly
unusual and innovative for the 1930s," Flo-
res said.

The main lobby contains a white bronze
and marble five-pointed star set into the
stone floor. The original ceiling was plaster,
with crown molding ornamented with silver
leaf. It features polished white and black
marble baseboards, with black marble door

have safer cars, better designed and signed
roads now, and we're putting more empha-
sis on educating Texans about the benefits of
buckling up."

But the quickest way to increased seat
belt and child safety seat usage is stronger
enforcement, said Georgia Chakiris, NHTSA
regional administrator.

"Enforcement officers can't carry the bur-
den by themselves," she said. "They need to
know the whole community is behind them
because the whole community benefits
when crash totals go down."

"When officers write more tickets, the
community at large realizes that unbuckled
is unacceptable," said Harry Crum, law
enforcement liaison officer for NHTSA's Fort
Worth regional office. "Then belt use rates
go up, (more drivers) start using child safety
seats, and injuries and fatalities go down."

Non seat-belt usage also has its economic
costs. NHTSA estimates that hospital costs
are, on average, $5,000 higher after a crash
for people who drive and ride unbelted,
compared to those who wear their seat belts.

"Not only that," Chakiris said, "but soci-
ety - not the injured individual -pays 85
percent of the costs." But if more Texans
buckled up, the state could save more than
$550 million a year in medical, rehabilita-
tion, legal and work place costs, according to
NHTSA estimates.

"The evidence is in," Bryant said. "Safety
belts and child safety seats save lives and
they save money. There aren't any more
excuses for not using them." *

and accents above the
two elegant white
bronze elevator doors.

A perforated marble
air conditioning vent on
the west side depicts a
road roller; the east wall
vent depicts a road
scraper. A large mural,
designed by Harold E.
Jessen and Charles E.
Millhouse, features a
map of Texas with
counties highlighted in
various colors, sur-

- rounded by scenes
depicting agriculture in
the northeast, lumber
and fishing in the

southeast, cotton, cattle,
hwayBulllnugln and oil in the south-

west, and a compass
supporting the six national flags from Texas'
history.

" We had a professional curator restore
the State of Texas mural, which had visibly
tarnished," Flores said. "He also restored the
silver cornice at the ceiling, which was so
discolored and deteriorated that we initially
thought it was gold leaf. The curator exam-
ined it closely and determined it was actual-
ly silver."*

Transportation News December 1998
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Signs aimed at the accidental tourist
El Paso posting warnings about the prohibition of guns across the border

By Blanca Del Valle
El Paso District

A wrong turn in El Paso and
other U.S. border cities could
prove disastrous for a motorist car-
rying a weapon in his vehicle.

Approximately 125 U.S. citizens
have been arrested for taking guns
into Mexico this year. Nineteen of
them were arrested in Juarez,
directly across the border from El
Paso.

Those arrested said they never
saw any signs warning them
against taking weapons into Mexi-
co, where the laws against arms
smuggling are severe.

Most of them said that they had
no intention of taking their vehi-
cles into Mexico but got caught up
in traffic or simply got lost and
crossed the border by accident.

These incidents raised concerns
among government officials. U.S.
Consul Mark Leoni, Luis Rivera of
the U.S. Customs Service, and
State Rep. Joe Pickett, D-El Paso,
approached Carlos Chavez, P.E.,
director of Transportation Opera-
tions for the El Paso District, to see
if TxDOT could help them warn
travelers about the prohibition
against taking firearms into Mexi-
co. Chavez had the El Paso sign
shop make 20 signs.

The new signs, measuring 3
feet by 3 feet, bear the silhouette
of a pistol inside the international
"no" symbol - a red circle with a

red slash across it. These signs
were put up throughout the El
Paso District at a cost of approxi-
mately $15,000.

A supplement to the fiscal 2000
Traffic Control Devices Program
will provide $600,000 for signs at
all 24 Texas/Mexico border cross-
ings, a measure approved in
November by the Texas Trans-
portation Commission.

"We are the first district to put
up signs of this type and they are
now becoming a model at major
international border crossings,"
Chavez said.

The city followed suit and
requested three signs from TxDOT
to be placed at downtown's Stan-
ton Street Bridge and at the pedes-
trian crossing on the Paso del
Norte Bridge.

Chavez also used the existing
computerized message sign locat-
ed just before entering the Bridge
of the Americas.

"This will draw people's atten-
tion because they flash and the
messages change," she said.

TxDOT also is considering
adding the word "Mexico" to
signs referring to Juarez on state
and federal highways because
tourists may not understand that
those signs point the way to a for-
eign country, El Paso District traf-
fic engineer Edgar Fino said. *

The El Paso District has erected signs to warn tourists not to
take guns into Mexico.

Capitol complex workers get help
from Capital Metro with free shuttles

State workers in Austin's Capitol Complex
who are suffering from the lack of parking space
just got some relief from the city's transit agency.

Capital Metro, in cooperation with the state
Transportation Planning Committee (the Depart-
ment of Public Safety, the city of Austin, Capital
Metro, the General Services Commission, the
State Preservation Board and the University of
Texas) has started three free shuttles, which will
carry state workers from outlying parking areas
to their jobs in the downtown Capitol Complex.

Sam Archer, a Cap Metro senior community
relations specialist, said the first of three routes
recently went full time.

"Capital Express-North, which runs from the
Sam's park-and-ride lot at 10601 N. Lamar, just
went full time Nov. 9," Archer said. The shuttle
runs from 6 a.m. until midnight, Archer said. At
peak hours (6 to 9 a.m.) it will run every 20 min-
utes. On non-peak hours it runs about every 45
minutes, Archer said.

Two other routes were to go on-line Dec. 1 and
follow the same schedules, Archer said. The sec-
ond is Capital Express-South, which runs from

the Tony Burger Center at U.S. 290 to downtown.
Buses will run every 20 minutes during peak

hours on weekdays, from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. This
service is free for state employees with appropri-
ate identification. Non-government riders will be
charged $1 one-way for the express routes and 50
cents for the Hobby Shuttle. The three routes will
operate from Dec. 1 through May 31,1999.

The shuttles are a no-lose proposition, Archer
said. With proper identification, state workers
may obtain from their parking coordinator a Cap
Metro ID, which will allow them to use the shut-
tles free of charge.

Additionally, state workers can get free passes
for the month of December that will allow them
to ride the Leander, Pflugerville and NE Express
lines, as well as free mainline passes for Decem-
ber.*

-Public Information Office

Transportation News December 1998

Contract Services
branches to open
new HQ office
effective Jan. 4

Effective Jan. 4, two of the
three branches of the Contract
Services Section of the General
Services Division will become
a new office, Contract Services
Office. The staff of 10 employ-
ees will be located in the
Dewitt C. Greer Building.

Effective Dec, :jThe third
branch, Bid Contracts and
Reporting, became the Bid
Contract Section of the Con-
struction Division. The staff of
seven employees will be locat-
ed at the Riverside Annex.*
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TxDOT Is rehabilitating some of the state's rest stop facilities constructed in the 1960s amd now showing their age.
Design features include the use of dual batiwooms, but emphasis on design is aesthetics as well as utility.

'We want people to do more than just stop and use the bathroom'

Rest stops restored with
By Jeff Carmack
Public Information OfficeM any of the rest areas along Texas

highways, which were built during
the 1960s, are now showing their

age.
To bring these facilities up to date,

TxDOT is rehabilitating some existing struc-
tures, destroying some old ones to make
room for new ones, and building some
where none now exist.

A good example is a rest area on U.S. 281
near Falfurrias in the Pharr District. Nestled
in a stand of oak trees, the facility features
dual men's and women's restrooms, a quad-
rangle and a short nature trail. And the
buildings, far from being the cinder-block
bunkers of yore, were designed by Richter
Associates Architects of Corpus Christi.
They incorporate some of the materials sal-
vaged from the buildings that once stood on
the site, and their design reflects the archi-
tecture and culture of the area.

Paul Campbell, regional facility manager
for the Maintenance Division's southern
region, said the facility is not just functional
- "It's also practical."

"This is a safety rest area, and 'safety' is a
key word," Campbell said. "We want people
to do more than just stop and use the bath-
room."

The trails encourage motorists to walk
around a bit and get some fresh air before
getting back into their cars. And a refreshed
driver is a safer driver.

The rest area is situated in the median of
a busy highway. The design includes walls

'

which not only define the area, but also
serve as sound barriers between the area
and the busy highway.

Design features include the use of dual
sets of bathrooms. "These allow you to close
one down for cleaning or repairs," Campbell
said, "and leave the other one open."

Other practical features include tile
mosaics on walls and benches. Galvanized
steel mesh tabletops and benches, specially
developed through an interagency agree-
ment with the Texas Department of Crimi-
nal Justice, require no painting, are easily
cleaned and discourage graffiti.

This rest stop is on the Texas Birding
Trail, and includes nature trails that wend
their way through the surrounding trees.

Campbell said that the department is
"behind the curve" in its development of
rest areas. "Most of our rest areas were built
in the early 1960s," he said, "and they've just
outlived their design life."

Texas was the first state to build rest stops
along its highways, Campbell said. Back in
those days, any sort of facility was an
improvement over the alternative. But times
and standards change and what was accept-
able in the past is second-rate now.

Campbell said some rest areas get 5,000
visitors a day, "and you can imagine what
your house would look like if you had 5,000
people a day stopping in," he said.

New designs reflect not only aesthetic
considerations but safety concerns as well.

"Some of the facilities were just shoe-
horned into their sites," he said, with no
consideration given to separating cars from
trucks. And cars and trucks "don't mix too

:w aesthetic'
well."

Under TxDOT's new program, rest areas
along Interstate highways will have highest
priority.

"These will have air conditioning, and in
some instances, an attendant around the
clock," Campbell said.

In some instances, Campbell said, two
rest areas will be closed and a replacement
facility will be built between the sites of the
old ones. In other instances, some areas will
be closed because they are too close to the
nearest town. These, Campbell said, "may
have been outside town when they were
built, but the city just grew out to meet
them."

Although the rest stop was designed by a
private sector firm, the firm took its lead
from the department.

"It is such a beautiful site," Campbell
said," and we look at it as the Gateway to
South Texas, especially for Winter Texans
taking that road - it's their last rest stop
before they get to the Valley."

The rest area won an award from the
Texas Society of Architects. The award rec-
ognized the architectural firm, Pharr District
Engineer Amadeo Saenz and Maintenance
Division Director Zane Webb. The rest area
was also recognized at this year's trans-
portation Conference, where it won an Envi-
ronmental Achievement Award from the
Environmental Affairs Division.

"The uniqueness of design of the build-
ings and the site" made a winning combina-
tion, Campbell said. "It's what you'd like to
do with every project." *

Transportation News December 1998



7

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
VTR Director Jerry Dike trades his office for a construction site
By Mke Viesca
Vehicle Title and Registration Division

~erry Dike is the first to admit that he isn't
a virtuoso when it comes to using power
tools or building houses. But he's certain-

much better at it these days after volun-
teering his time on a project led by Austin's
Habitat for Humanity.

Dike was part of a crew that built houses
for some of the city's less fortunate resi-
dents.

"I learned so much, and am more com-
fortable with tools than ever before," Dike
said. "But, this was more than a learning
experience. It was an opportunity to do
something for someone else."

Dike, who is director of the Vehicle Title
and Registration Division, was drawn to
Habitat for Humanity when the organiza-
tion's representatives made apresentation at
his church earlier this year. He heard about
Habitat's "12 Houses in 12 Days," a project
that would actually take several weeks and
hundreds of volunteers to complete. Know-
ing it was something he couldn't pass up,
Dike joined several dozen of his fellow con-
gregation members by signing up to be part
of a construction crew for the pre-build
phase.

"Our church group was just one of many
that participated in the '12 Houses' project,"
Dike said. "Our group's job was to pre-build
- in a warehouse - as many components
for the houses as possible before the 12-day
blitz occurred. We built the window and
door frames, pre-finished the shelving, cut
and primed the trim, and pre-built, to stan-
dard specifications, many other house com-
ponents. This pre-building phase was three
days a week for three months, and it got me
interested in working during the 12-day
blitz."

As the date for the "12 Houses" project
approached, Dike attended training sessions
at two local home improvement stores. One
evening he learned how to lay vinyl tile. Sid-
ing, drywall, caulking, puttying, and paint-
ing were taught the following evening. Once

VIR Director Jerry Dike participates in his Habitat for Humanity's "12 houses in 12 days"
project during a recent vacation. Dike became interested in the project through his
church.

those lessons were behind him, Dike knew
he was ready to roll up his sleeves for the
final phase of the project.

"I took a week of vacation beginning Oct.
19 to build the houses," Dike said. "Unfor-
tunately, that was the week that central and
south Texas were beginning to recover from
all the devastating flooding. We spent much
of the time knee-deep in mud, but did sub-
stantial work on the houses during the poor
weather. The mud problem was compound-
ed by the fact that construction on the city
streets had also been delayed. On weekends,
there would be anywhere from three to five
hundred volunteers working on this effort."

As the days went by, the sunshine made a
comeback and dried the half-filled lots that
were becoming homesteads. By week's end,
all the volunteers were able to put their
skills to use at the work site on Austin's East
Side.

The weather prevented Dike and the
other volunteers from completing the 12
houses in 12 days. But the new neighbor-
hood was close. The East Austin lots had 12

Waco District to modernIze part c
By Bill Powers designed in the late 1950s and early '60s has
Waco District become more than it can handle.

The NAFIA Highway. Texas' Main Street. More than 80 of the district's 115 miles of
The Rolling Parking Lot. All have been used 1-35 need an additional lane in each direc-
to describe Interstate 35 through the state. tion. But adding a lane on the stretch isn't as

It has become one of, if not the, major easy as it appears.
traffic arteries in the state. And in the words "We have several problems with our
of one central Texas legislator, "The arteries structures and clearances," said Doug Hun-
are clogged." eycutt, Waco District director of transporta-

"There's no question that Interstate 35 is tion planning and development. "Almost all
the pathway of commerce and mobility in of our bridge structures will have to be
Texas," said Waco District Engineer Richard replaced."
Skopik. "It needs attention right now" Additionally, the pavement structure has

As more attention is drawn to 1-35, the exceeded its expected lifespan and is in need
Waco District is preparing to launch a major of replacement.
offensive to modernize the grand old high- The passage way for 1-35 through the dis-
way. trict is small. When built three-plus decades

In the Waco District, most of 1-35 is still ago, it was placed on one of the narrowest
four-laned. With traffic counts as high as rights of way in the state. Since then, com-
73,000 vehicles per day, with 30 percent mercial and residential growth has closed in
truck traffic, the load for the highway on the highway.

framed houses, with 10 roofed and at differ-
ent stages of "inside work." Habitat for
Humanity officials decided to go through
with an appreciation ceremony on Oct. 24,
and the formal dedication and "owner keys"
ceremony was held in late November.

"This is truly one of the most rewarding
things I've ever done," Dike said.

The final work on the 12 homes will con-
tinue during the next several weeks, with

the families scheduled to move in sometime
this month. Twelve additional Habitat
homes will eventually be built in the same
neighborhood, for a total of 24.

Habitat's funding comes from individu-
als, religious organizations and congrega-
tions, corporations, foundations, the federal
government, and the private sector.

The families who occupy Habitat homes
complete a lengthy selection process and
contribute 400 volunteer "sweat equity"
hours in many areas of the Habitat program.
The families then purchase their new home
through a no-interest 20-year mortgage. *

f Interstate 35
"Rebuilding the Interstate through the

district will run between $500 and $600 mil-
lion," Skopik said. "It's the most significant
undertaking this district has ever seen."

District officials are projecting a minimum
of 10 years to complete the assignment.

To attack the problem, the district has
developed the 1-35 Corridor Inprovement
Plan specifically dedicated to the reconstruc-
tion of the artery. As a part of this effort, the
district is in the process of hiring a project
engineer to lead this major enterprise.

This project engineer will be instrumental
in establishing an office solely dedicated to
1-35 to ensure the success of the endeavor.

"Our biggest concern and biggest chal-
lenge," Skopik said, "will be to ultimately
provide a modernized state-of-the-art free-
way yet provide additional travel lanes as
quickly as possible."*

Transportation News December 1998



No 8-second ride
Ab II
Roy

ene
I som

top driver
in roadeo
By Helen Havelka
Public Information Office

WACO - Posting the highest
score ever in state roadeo competi-
tion, Roy Isom from the Abilene
District captured the state's truck
driving title last month.

Making his first trip to the state
finals, the district's preventive main-
tenance coordinator scored 345
points out of a possible 350.

"After I was finished, I thought I
did real well," said Isom, who has
worked in the district equipment
shop for 15 years. "To be honest, I
was surprised to win our district
competition, because we have some
really good drivers."

The third time was a charm for
Doug Roberts from the San Angelo
District. Roberts was the runner-up
with 335 points.

"I felt pretty good after driving,
but you know that everyone out
there is doing the best they can,"
said the assistant maintenance
supervisor in Coke County. "I had a
few butterflies at first, but settled
down once I started driving."

Isom and Roberts will represent
TxDOT in the national truck roadeo
in Ohio in May.

The Waco District sponsored the
sixth annual TxDOT Truck Roadeo
on Nov. 5 on the campus of Texas
State Technical College. Winners
were announced during the Acci-
dent Prevention Management meet-
ing the following day.

It proved to be one of the most
competitive roadeos. Twenty-one of
the 50 drivers posted scores of 300
points or more, and the average
score was 286.

"This year's roadeo was a big
success. I was at the staging area,
and when the drivers were getting
into the trucks, I could see in their
eyes a lot of pride, dedication and
competitiveness," said Occupational
Safety Division Director Ed Sims.
"All of these drivers are champi-
ons."

Executive Director Wes Heald
was on hand to watch the competi-
tion and show his support for the
roadeo.

Above: LeRoyce Jones of the Occupational Safety Division watches to see
If the roadeo competitor In the truck touches any of the cones In the
straight line event. Below: Competitors wait their turn.

"I totally support this program. It
does so much for safety, as well as
networking and relationships,"
Heald said. "The roadeo is also
rewarding to our employees, and I
think that is very important."

Approximately 5,250 TxDOT
employees have commercial dri-
ver's licenses and are eligible for the

truck roadeo. Com-
petitions are held inf :> the maintenance sec-
tions with the win-
ners then competing
for the district title
and the right to com-
pete in the state
finals.

Drivers inspect a
truck, looking for 10
"planted" defects.
Each driver has five
minutes to complete

this exercise. After the vehicle
inspection, drivers are graded on six
skill events - stop line, straight line,
diminishing clearance, offset alley,
alley dock and serpentine.

Sixteen drivers made return
appearances to the state finals.
Waco's Ernest "Kutsch" Kutscher-

See ROADEO, Page 9
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'I was surprised to win our district competition,
because we have some really good drivers.' - Roy Isom

ROADEO
Continued from Page 8

ousky, who has worked for
TxDOT for four years, participat-
ed in his fourth finals. Five dri-
vers made their third trip to the
roadeo finals.

Making their first appearance
were Norbert Drzymala, San
Antonio District, 31 years of ser-
vice; Robert Cortez, San Angelo
District, and Willie Gamez, Hous-
ton District, 29 years; Jesse Farris,
Beaumont District, 25 years; and
Richard Reid, San Antonio Dis-
trict, 24 years.

One of the newest employees
competing for the state title was
Richard Miller from the Wichita
Falls District. Miller has been with
TxDOT for six months and had
been with the district for only
three months when he earned a
slot in the district competition.

A non-driving roadeo award
was presented in honor of Jerry
Wooldridge, one of the founding
fathers of TxDOT's truck roadeo.

Lubbock's David Barrera from
the Hockley County Maintenance
Section was singled out for his
sportsmanship, competitiveness,
skill, camaraderie and excellence.

Wooldridge, the safety coordi-
nator in Fort Worth for eight
years, passed away early this
year.

Sims, who has directed OCC
for seven years, said the truck
roadeo is part of the department's
overall safety program.

"Our injury and accident rates
are down, and I think it is because
of the hard work and dedication
of each and every employee out
there, as well as each safety coor-
dinator," Sims said.

Two districts also were recog-
nized for the safety records dur-
ing the department's peak activity
period from May through
August.

Brownwood District achieved
the greatest reduction in itsir sum-
mer vehicle accident rate. The dis-
trict, which had no loss-time acci-
dents last fiscal year, reduced its
vehicle accident rate by 80 per-
cent.

The Austin District lowered its
summer injury rate by 76 percent.
The district also had the lowest
injury rate in fiscal
1998.*

SCORE Jones of the Fort Worth District Inspectsids truck ffudge Jl N g mS~
and Richerd Cnd, dgt.

TxDOT's annual roadeo top 50 drivers

Roy Isom of Abliene, left, and Doug
Roberts of San Angelo, rgit, -a
TxDOT's top drivers.

(Rankings for similar scores were deter-
mined by the combined measurements of
the stop line and alley dock events.)

1. Roy Isom, Abilene, 345
2. Doug Roberts, San Angelo, 335
3. Dennis Behrends, Austin, 330
4. Robert Hollingsworth, Amarillo, 330
5. Kutsch Kutscherousky, Waco, 330
6. Richard Reid, San Antonio, 330
7. Tim Meeks, Waco, 325
8. Paul Meinke, Austin, 320
9. Nick Martinez, Amarillo, 320
10. Cody Woodard, Ft Worth, 320
11. Mark Dennis, Corpus Christi, 315
12. David Barrera, Lubbock, 315
13. Rene Garza, Laredo, 310
14. Thurber DeFreece, Tyler, 310
15. Willie Gamez, Houston, 310
16. Gary Fincher, Lufkin, 305
17. Norbert Drzymala, San Antonio, 305:

18. Dennis Pelzel, Bryan, 305
19. Lance Henderson, Dallas, 305
20. Scott Scholz, Houston, 305
21. Nolan Holik, Tyler, 300
22. David Mullins, Lubbock, 295
23 Jose tuis Garcia, Pharr, 295
24 Otis Frank, Childress, 295
25, Dean Gatlin, Dallas, 290;
26. Jon Adame, Yoakum, 290;
27. Scott Jones, Ft. Worth, 285;
28. Ted Garza, Corpus Christi, 280;
29. Norman Herridge, Abilene, 275;
30. Gary Adams, Wichita Falls, 275;
31. Jorge Vargas, El Paso, 270;
32. Donnell Burns, Bryan, 270;
33. Jeff Strickland, Paris, 265
34. David Lee Garcia, Pharr, 260
35. Danny Webb, Odessa, 260
36. Stacy Hatcher, Paris, 260
37. Richard Miller, Wichita Falls, 255
38. David Brooks, Brownwood, 255
39. Robert Cortez, San Angelo, 255
40. Glen Long, Beaumont, 250
41. Michael Forbus, Ft. Worth, 250
42. Jesse Farris, Beaumont, 250
43, Michael Poe, Brownwood 25
44. Leland Cooper, Atlanta, 250
45. Joe Murray Lufklrin 245
46. Rolando Henandez, El Paso, 245
47. Keith Cook, Atlanta, 245
48. George Ellert, Yoakum, 240
49. Jeff Cagle, Childress, 230
50. Jose Esparza .k, Laredo, 230
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Austin struggles with October floods
TxDOT employees brave dangerously high water
By Chris Bhop
Austin DistrictLt was a dark and stormy night. And

before it was over, many understood that
metimes on the highway of life, one

must follow uncharted paths to serve his fel-
low man.

Oct. 17 started out wet, and everyone
knew it was going to get wetter before it got
better. Moisture from the Gulf of Mexico
pushed by high pressure from the east met
over the Austin-San Antonio corridor with
saturated air streaming inland from two
Pacific Ocean hurricanes. The unstable,
soggy combination soared into the atmos-
phere along the Balcones Escarpment. Ener-
gy from a slow-moving cold front pushing
southeast completed the picture, setting the
stage before dawn for hours of heavy rain,
and widespread flooding.

Maintenance sections across the Austin
District began checking roads and low-water
crossings early in the day. Some would see
only a few inches of rain, enough to replen-
ish moisture lost in the summer-long
drought. Others began closing roads at 8
a.m. and prepared for more.

The Hays County Sheriff's Department
sounded the call for the Hays County Main-
tenance Section at 7:35 a.m. amid worries
about heavy rain in Blanco County to the
west, and a rapidly cresting Blanco River.
Edward Villalpando, maintenance section
supervisor, already thought there would be
water over the roads.. .lots of it. Eventually
22 inches fell across the county. Villalpando
was not worried about what to do next. His
section had an emergency plan for handling
icy conditions and high water and knew
exactly where problems would occur. Nearly
a dozen employees fanned out, armed with
signs to close roads as needed.

And the rains fell.In Austin, several
roads on the state highway system suc-
cumbed to the deepening floods including
U.S. 183 at Loop 1, RM 2222 and RM 2244.
The Travis North and South Sections shared
equipment and staff as supervisors phoned
workers on their days off.

Further south, Caldwell and Bastrop
County Maintenance sections called in all
available employees by early afternoon, mir-
roring the Hays County section. Before the
day was out, area engineers from South
Travis and Bastrop called their staffs in to
help as well. The number of roads closed by
high water increased.

In Caldwell County, the city of Lockhart
was practically cut off. Eighteen inches of
rain, and back flooding from local water-
ways closed virtually every state road in the
area. South of town, Clear Fork Creek cov-
ered U.S. 183. One employee noted the road

had beenclosed only twice in thepast 4d

years. But by Sunday afternoon, the unpre-
dictable waters closed the highway twice in
less than 24 hours. Motorists could head
north towards Austin, but FM 20 to the east
was torn up in Bastrop County, and roads to
the west were impassable as well.

Similar conditions awaited Bastrop Coun-
ty residents. Rising water even stranded
some TxDOT employees who were out

to rescue district residents

HIgh water and road closed signs, such as these In the Hays County Maintenance Office,
are In demand following destructive rains In the Austin and Yoakum districts.

See related story, Page 12

checking road conditions. While safe, the
trio was hemmed in on the wrong side of
flooded crossings. They spent the night
watching water levels and looking for high
places - just in case.

At 6:30 p.m., an emergency management
liaison called Gene Stabeno, assistant district
maintenance manager. The National Guard
could not get its trucks into San Marcos to
assist with evacuations. Could TxDOT send
its dump trucks to ford the rising water? In
San Marcos, as the water rose in the late
afternoon, Villalpando already had asked
himself: "Do we save lives or roadways?"
and knew the answer was obvious.

Travis Central dispatched seven trucks,
and Travis South sent four to assist the Hays
Maintenance section in a race against time
and nature. It was a calculated risk, leaving
Travis North alone to cover Austin if condi-
tions worsened. Other nearby sections pre-
pared to split their forces if necessary.

When the trucks arrived, they found a
city split in half by the San Marcos River,
and with the Emergency Operations Center
isolated in the heart of town. That created
communications problems throughout the
night. Stabeno couldn't reach the emergency
command center through the rising water,
nor could he contact anyone there through
the jammed telephone system. He stayed on
the outskirts most of the night, directing
crews and relaying messages between teams
of trucks, until the water subsided.

The San Marcos and Travis South crews
hooked up with firefighters and worked
through an auxiliary command center along
River Road, running along the Blanco River.
The blazing lights from a National Guard
vehicle, the TxDOT trucks and a heavy
front-end loader signaled the arrival of the
high-wheeled cavalry. Two maintenance
employees lived in the neighborhood, and
directed help to homes in the hardest hit
areas.

The trucks from Travis Central headed

into town. Their search for residents to help
was hampered by ineffective communica-
tions with San Marcos officials. They also
knew little about the city's geography and
layout. Crews drove into neighborhoods, as
rising water threatened to swamp the big
dump trucks, and fought their way door-to-
door on foot. They waded through flooding
that ranged from waist- to-chest high. Travis
Remmert, assistant supervisor from Travis
South said later, "We were lucky it was still
water, and not running fast, since none of us
had any life jackets."

Some residents stayed in their homes, but
asked TxDOT crews to ferry their children
to safety. Rescuers were stalled at some
houses where the adults spoke only Spanish,
and needed young children to translate. But
most citizens understood that the men in the
reflective raincoats and vests, and hard-hats
with the flying "T" logo were their best
hope of getting out safely.

In all, state crews ferried about 150 peo-
ple to buses and trucks for rides to the emer-
gency shelter at the local high school.

And so it continued throughout the night.
Street lights that remained on helped guide
the trucks down streets that could no longer
be seen. The water hid other hazards as
well, including deep holes that threatened to
swallow men as they waded from house to
house. Some residents were in shock as
crews knocked on their doors and windows.
"We thought everyone forgot about us,"
they repeated over and over.

Three TxDOT trucks foundered in the ris-
ing water. Johnny Machu, a shop mechanic
from the Taylor Maintenance section, drove
in, and within minutes, had two trucks back
on the road.

In Bastrop County, crews fought their
flood battles at roadblocks, flagging down
motorists who insisted on driving through,
and taking their chances with the high
water. Dewey Barton, assistant supervisor,
said motorists refused to believe they should
stay off the roads, offering excuses like "I
gotta go to the store, and get a soda water

*SeeFLOOD, Pags 1
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FLOOD
Continued from Page 10

and a lottery ticket."
The road closings in Caldwell County drained the

maintenance section's supply of emergency signs and bar-
ricades. Crews picked up more barrels and signs from
TxDOT's regional warehouse in Seguin to make it
through the night.

The rains slackened as the night wore on. Water levels
dropped, and so did the number of people needing help.
At dawn, some crews went home while others shifted
attention to clearing debris from roads and assessing dam-
age.

They discovered new sights everywhere they went.
City storm sewers turned into mini-geysers as water
erupted from the overloaded system. Muck and mud
made travel a slick and smelly adventure. In each county,
TxDOT workers began compiling an extensive list of
roads needing repairs.

Sometimes, streaming water lifted the top layer of
asphalt and floated it a short distance away. In other cases,
running floods tore roads to pieces. A rampaging Plum
Creek in Caldwell County chewed up a 500-foot section of
U.S. 90. The water undercut the outside lane, washed
away huge sections of the roadside, exposing a box cul-
vert. The same scene repeated itself on a smaller scale
along a half dozen roads in the district, washing away
guardrails and eroding away road surfaces.

In Bastrop County, along FM 2571, rain saturated dirt
supporting an aged wooden railroad trestle at Mill Creek.
When the 10-foot drain pipe under the span couldn't
relieve pressure fast enough, the backlogged water blew
out tons of earth and railroad ballast, as well as the adja-
cent road. Without the dirt for support, the trestle partially
gave way at 3 a.m. Sunday, derailing a train and overturn-
ing at least one car.

A short section of southbound Interstate 35 closed Sat-
urday because of a grass-clogged drain in the median just
north of the San Marcos River. A mowing crew had left
clippings just a few days before, and as the grass stopped
the drain, the water backed over the highway. Motorists
got off at one exit, bypassed the flooded section, and got
back on at an entrance ramp 100 yards away. South Travis
Area Office staff grabbed pitchforks Sunday to clear the
clippings and open the drain.

The teamwork of the night before continued. Blanco
County Maintenance repaired a flooded section of one
road to relieve the water-logged and exhausted Hays
County crews. Pavement evaluation crews, district
mechanics, engineers, and Special Crew employees spent
the next few days in the hardest hit counties, spelling
maintenance workers and repairing roads. Taylor and Lee
county sections joined Travis North, Central, East and
Special Crews in sending trucks and heavy equipment to
repair county roads in Bastrop County. Hays, Travis
South, Special Crews and Blanco sections did the same in
Caldwell County, where they spent two days burying
dead cattle.

Travis Remmert from Travis South Maintenance called
it a "night to remember." Across the district, a series of
strong images emerged as employees thought about their
experiences: In San Marcos, John Delgado took pains to
help evacuate a woman with two dogs; he kept working
throughout the night, even as the flood waters took his
home and car. In Bastrop County, Area Engineer Danny
Smith grabbed a shovel and patching holes at 3 a.m. Sun-
day. Eric Goertz in Lockhart heard the phone ring con-
stantly as residents hungered for information about roads
and where the water was going next. Travis Central's
Rudy Martinez made his way from house to house with
only his head visible in the growing flood water.

And San Marcos' Joe Henis helped a pregnant woman
to safety, giving up his fluorescent orange TxDOT rain-
coat. He thought she needed it more than he did.

The coat, and the woman, came back Tuesday, with a
smile and thank you for a job well done. *

October flood damage

comes with hefW pricetag
Clean-up expenses amount to $11 million

By Pearlie Bushong
Yoakum District

AUSTIN - It will cost more than
$11 million to repair Texas highways
as a result of last month's flooding
in south Texas, according to esti-
mates from the Texas Department of
Transportation.

Preliminary figures indicate more
than $5.6 million will be needed for
emergency contracts to restore nor-
mal traffic conditions and protect
highways and bridges from more
damage.

The final flood damage bill will
also include more than $5.4 million
for traffic control and barricading
during the flood, non-emergency
repairs and debris cleanup.

Besides making repairs on the
state highway system, TxDOT has
also assisted local officials with
debris cleanup in 12 counties.

The biggest effort has been in
Cuero where 110 TxDOT employees
from as far away as Waco and Beau-
mont helped clear debris.

TxDOT cleanup activities off the
state highway system, which are
coordinated with state emergency
management officials, continue in
some areas and could cost as much
as $1 million before they are com-
pleted.

"I am proud of the way our
employees have responded to this
crisis," said Wes Heald, TxDOT
executive director. "Our folks did
not hesitate to roll up their sleeves
and get the job done."

TxDOT is seeking federal funds
through the Federal Highway
Administration and the Federal
EmergencyrManagement Agency to
help pay for the flood damage
repairs.

The major cleanup in Cuero and
Victoria involved not only Yoakum
District personnel, but also staff and
equipment from seven other dis-
tricts.

Efforts were organized by
Richard Kirby of the Maintenance
Division and Carl O'Neill, Yoakum
maintenance engineer.

In addition to operators and
dump trucks from the Yoakum Dis-
trict's Jackson, Matagorda, and
Wharton county maintenance sec-
tions, Corpus Christi sent eight peo-
ple and five dump trucks to Victoria
to help haul away debris left in the
flood's wake.

In Cuero, the dump trucks mak-
ing trips to and from the debris col-
lection site from TxDOT resembled
a parade.

The Houston District sent eight
people, five dump trucks, one
Gradall, which is a hydraulic exca-
vator, one loader, and one mechan-

OCTOBER FLOOD DAMAGE

Traffic control, flood damage and
cleanup on TxDOT system other than
emergency contracts

San Antonio - $3.2 million
Yoakum - $1.2 million
Houston - $800,000
Other Districts - $200,000
Estimated cost: $5.4 million

Emergency contracts
Austin, 1 contract, $310, 108
Beaumont, 1 contract, $98,000
Corpus Christi, 1 contract, $37,905
San Antonio, 1 contract, $350,000
planned contract, $4.3 million
Yoakum, 4 contracts, $530,970
Estimated cost: $5.7 million

Assistance to political
subdivisions
Estimated cost: $350,000
Austin District
Bastrop County, debris removal
Caldwell County, debris removal
San Marcos, evacuation assistance
Martindale, debris removal
San Antonio District
Guadalupe County, debris removal
Seguin, Debris removal
Wilson County, Debris removal,
bridge inspections
New Braunfels, bridge inspections
Yoakum District
Cuero, debris removal
Victoria, Sand bags, debris
removal
Wharton County, sand bags
Dewitt County, debris removal

Total estimated cost: $11.5 million

ic's truck to help. The Bryan District
sent nine people, four dump trucks,
one Gradall, two loaders, one dozer,
one trailer, and two pickups. Help-
ing out from the Austin District
were five employees in five dump
trucks.

The Waco district sent 14 employ-
ees, nine dump trucks, two
Gradalls, two loaders, one pickup,
and one haul truck. Also helping
with the cleanup was the Pharr Dis-
trict with eight employees, five
dump trucks, one Gradall, one
loader, one service truck, one
mechanic truck, and two pickups.

Helping out from the Beaumont
District were seven people, four
dump trucks, one Gradall, and one
loader.

The Corpus Christi District sent
eight employees and five dump
trucks to help move the mountains
of debris, too. Every maintenance
section in the Yoakum District also
sent in employees and equipment to
help with the overwhelming task of
cleaning up.

With the help of all of these peo-
ple and their equipment, the
cleanups are progressing rapidly;
and the citizens are able to begin
repairing and rebuilding their
homes and businesses. *
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Oldest correspondent a baseball fan
t is hard to believe that 1998 is coming to
a close. Since starting this column in June,

have had the opportunity to share with
you information about 150 retirees.

Believe it or not, I have at least 150 more
retirees to mention. I hope these retirees will
be patient with me.

I start this month with the oldest retiree to
send in a card. Lenna "Ray" Bowden, 96,
retired from the Atlanta District in 1967. His
daughter writes that he is still doing well.

He attended
several Texas
Rangers baseball
games, and,
unti ths ya

She was sti'l

mowing his
lawn. Ray, who
worked for the
department for
28 years, enjoys
spending time
with his family

Helen Havelka Ray, I wish you
many happy

The Good ur. years ahead.
Will

Wagon from
the Odessa District also has a milestone
among our retirees. The former engineering
and lab technician has been married 68
years. William, 89, is still active with yard
work and gardening. He left the department
in 1973 after 23 years. Best wishes, William.

ichard Bush from the Amarilo District
retired with 30 years in 1977. The Dalhart
former employee wrote, "I wish I had
worked longer."

After retiring in 1996, Jimmie Duncan
from the Atlanta District started a cemetery
care business. He has found time to travel
and raise two grandchildren. Thirty-three
years of TxDOT service has not kept Jimmie
from staying "busy, busy, busy."

Heard from Jim Smith and Jim Bradley.
Smith left the Motor Vehicle Division in 1982
after 21 years, while Bradley retired from
Vehicle Titles and Registration Division in

1995 after 35 years. Same division, different
names.

Travel, golf and fishing are what Dick
Childers from the former Vehicle Titles and
Registration Division is doing after his 31-
year tenure with the department. Dick
worked in the San Angelo regional office
until 1992.

Donna Collins from the Atlanta District
has been vacationing in Colorado. Donna
left the Daingerfield section in 1993 after 26
years.

"I'm doing the least I can," wrote Daniel
Farias from the Pharr District.

Daniel deserves this life of leisure after
retiring with 43 years of service in 1990. He
spends a lot of time traveling, attending
reunions with his Navy shipmates. Daniel
added that he missed the camaraderie of
this TxDOT friends and fellow employees.

Since retiring in 1993, Marvin Taylor from
the Lubbock District has visited 40 states. He
had 30 years with TxDOT, leaving in 1993.

Jack McClelland from the Atlanta District
also saw a lot of the country after retiring in
1976. The 33-year veteran has slowed down
a bit and now spends time with the family
and camping at Lake Bob Sandlin.

Dropping me a card from the Houston
District were John Shell, Bob Carter, Henry
Voltie and Clifford Bell. John, who worked
in Central Design, retired in 1987 with 33
years of service, and Bob also put in 33 years
when he retired from maintenance in 1988.

Henry and Clifford retired in 1993 with
31 and 23 years, respectively. Henry was in
Houston's internal review section while Clif-
ford worked in Alvin.

"Active grandmother" is the way Janet
"RaiGenne" Evans described her life after
TxDOT. The former Materials and Test Divi-
sion employee is a full-time nanny to three
grandchildren. She also enjoys gardening
and traveling. "Life is great," wrote the 30-
year veteran, who retired in 1997.

A couple of 1970s retirees from the Pharr
District dropped us a line. Terry Baker, who
worked at the district office, said he isn't up

to much. He retired in 1972 with almost 40
years of service.

Santana Cantu retired from the district's
Laredo section in 1979. After a 41-year
career, he is enjoying life and does a little
traveling.

Gardening and yard work has kept three
Childress District retirees active. Clifton
Rhodes and C.L. Kindle left the department
in 1976 after 24 and 19 years, respectively.
Marvin Estoli had 32 years with the depart-
ment when he retired in 1979.

Austin Maples has done a lot of traveling
in and out of Texas since retiring from the
Amarillo District in 1993. This 14-year veter-
an has also worked part-time at the Dumas
Cemetery and has painted his home.

Life after retirement has also meant work
for two former Odessa District employees.
Richard Davis has been working full time
since leaving in 1996 with 34 years of ser-
vice.

Eddie James spends part of his time
working with athletic supplies. Visiting
grandchildren also topped his list of activi-
ties. Eddie retired in 1993 after 35 years.

Received cards from three San Antonio
District retirees: Saul Pompa, Walter Ehlers
and Ferman Wetz. Saul left the department
in 1986 after 41 years of service.

Walter had more than 38 years when he
retired in 1987, while Ferman tallied his 37th
year in 1991.

Amnarilo District retiree Chiarl. iue os
spent a lot of time on the road after retiring
in 1983. In 1991, he moved to Lake Conroe
and now can be found on the golf course.
"We are enjoying retirement, but still miss.
the great people in Tex DOT," writes the 35-
year veteran.

Next month, look for our issue of Per-
spective, the department's biannual look at
successes, accomplishment and changes.
The regular issue of Transportation News
will resume in February.

Happy Holidays! *

WHEN DISASTER STRIKES
Friends, co-workers, community help Yoakum District employee recover
By Pearlie Bushong
Yoakum District

Disasters really do some in threes, Wanda
Carter-Dyer of the Yoakum District learned
this year.

She also learned that while disaster is
painful, it can be the backdrop for making
new friendships and deepening the old
ones.

On Feb. 10, the first disaster struck the
home of the Yoakum District's Wanda
Carter-Dyer in the form of a tornado.

The tornado took off part of her roof,
allowing rain to pour into her home. The
district's public transportation coordinator
also lost a two storage buildings in the back
yard and her patio cover.

Repairs included new carpeting and paint
for the home's interior.

Then on the morning of Aug. 21, the sec-

ond disaster struck.
Recovering from surgery, Dyer's usual

routine in the morning was to get her three
daughters and husband off to school and
work, take a shower, eat breakfast, take her
medicine, and go back to bed to sleep.

She didn't follow her morning schedule
that day. Instead, she left the house at 7:21
a.m. to drive her oldest daughter to band
practice.

Upon returning to her neighborhood 20
minutes later, she spotted smoke streaming
into the morning sky. Wondering who was
burning trash that early in the day, she sud-
denly realized the smoke was coming from
her garage.

Stopping in the street, Dyer dialed 911 on
her cellular phone and reported her house
on fire. Then she woke up her neighbors
and had them move their cars out of harm's

way. The heat from the fire was so intense
Dyer had to move her own vehicle farther
down the block.

As she watched in horror, the fire moved
into the house through the dining room. The
living room windows turned black and blew
out. Flames leaped from the eaves in the
back of the house.

Where was the fire truck?
It was stuck at a railroad crossing waiting

for a train to pass. The crossing was on the
only route the truck could take to Dyer's
home.

By the time the fire truck and crew
arrived, it was too late to save the house.

"If I had followed my usual routine, I
would have been in the house along with
my two dogs," Dyer said. "I knew I would-

See YOAKUM, Page 13
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"Any time the use of a power tool
can be eliminated, employee safe-
ty is enhanced. And when I see
other employees using my inven-
tions, I think I've helped."

- Jim Barton

The father of inventions
Materials and Tests lab tech saves TxDOT money and employees from injury
By Linda REbble
Public Information Office

For Lab Technician Jim Barton, the
greatest reward for his inventions
comes from enhancing employee safe-

ty.
There's always a risk in using power

tools, said Barton, who works in the Materi-
al and Test Section of the Construction Divi-
sion.

"Any time the use of a power tool can be
eliminated, employee safety is enhanced.
And when I see other employees using my
inventions, I think I've helped," Barton said.

To his credit, three inventions used for
routine testing help make a task easier or
safer, and save TxDOT time, money and
energy.

Barton's first invention, a modified brick
casting mold, ASTM C190, eliminates the
use of a wet saw and possible employee
injury from flying debris. Test delays caused
by a broken wet saw inspired Barton to seek
an alternative to waiting for repairs.

In use for five years, the modified mold
cuts time required for the test and replace-
ment blade costs, as well.

The mold creates concrete bricks used to
test an epoxy's adhesive strength. The bricks
are 1 inch wide, 3 inches long and 1 inch
thick, and look like dog bones, being smaller
in the middle. TxDOT uses about 500 bricks
a year.

Before modification, each brick's middle
had to be cut in half. A minor alteration in
the mold allows a steel shim to be placed in
the middle of each brick cast so the brick
forms in two halved pieces.

New de-icing technology using a rust
inhibitor and a lack of money lead Barton to
design his second invention, the anti-icing

YOAKUM
Continued from Page 12

n't be gone long, so I let the dogs stay in the
back yard."

The fire started in a breaker box in the
garage.

"Even though the house was insured, we
will never be able to replace everything we
lost," Dyer said. "The girls lost their movie
collection, toys, computer, soccer trophies,
and track ribbons. We can replace a lot of
what we lost, but items such as the trophies
and ribbons are gone forever. We also lost
the 150-year old piano in the living room,
but we are hoping to find someone who can
repair my oldest daughter's heirloom four-
poster bed."

robot nicknamed the Bartomatic.
The Bartomatic is a motorized, mechani-

cal device that raises and lowers hardened
steel washers into anti-icing or de-icing solu-
tions to test their corrosiveness. To meet
TxDOT specifications, a magnesium chlo-
ride de-icer must be at least 65 percent less
corrosive than sodium chloride, or salt.

Even though the test is used by other
state transportation departments, including
Washington, Colorado and Illinois, and the
U.S. Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA), no standard equipment to conduct
such a test was available.

"One de-ice manufacturer invented a
$20,000 machine, but it wasn't available on
the open market," Barton said.

TxDOT retains intellectual rights to the
Bartomatic, which is used primarily for
magnesium chloride de-ice, calcium chloride
and sodium chloride blends and calcium
magnesium acetate, a byproduct of vinegar,

A third invention, the "J.B. Robo Grip,"
eliminates the use of another power tool, the
drill, in testing sliding bridge-bearing pads.
The device enhances employee safety, cuts
testing time by 45 minutes per sample, and
reduces energy and equipment replacement
costs.

Used to support steel girders in bridges,
bearing pads are made of layers of canvas
duck, the same durable material in circus
tents and tennis shoes. A layer of Teflon
glued to the pad allows steel girders to
expand and contract without damaging the
bridge.

A "peel test" measures the adhesive
strength of the glue by pulling the Teflon
from the bearing pad sample using two
clamps.

Until recently, stabilizing a test sample
meant drilling two holes through a pad and

Not only did Dyer's fellow employees
help her, but ther community also pitched
in. The city donated equipment to raze the
house and to haul away the debris. Neigh-
bors have pitched in to help any way they
can.

"People I only knew as faces on the street
are now friends," Dyer said.

Dyer and her family moved in with her
mother, who lives in Cuero, while they
decided on a location for their new home.

Then the third disaster struck when flood
waters struck Cuero on Monday, Oct. 19,
and inundated her mother's home, which is
a mile from the Guadalupe River.

"The few things we had accumulated
along with all of my mother belongings
were destroyed before we could rescue
them. The waters rose too quickly," Dyer

inserting a pronged, u-shaped pin through
the sample and into four holes of a steel box.
Now, four modified pronged screws hold
the pad in place.

A manufacturer's failed adhesive on three
jobs resulted in numerous tests on replace-
ments in a two-week period, and prompted
the invention.

Before working for TxDOT, Barton served
eight years in the U.S. Air Force. He gained
experience with hydraulics, pneumatics and
electric power generation systems as a
mechanic in aircraft ground support equip-
ment.

And though Barton's strong mechanical
background may contribute to his ability to
solve problems, taking initiative and cross
training has helped, said Chemical Labora-
tory Supervisor Hector Marquez.

"After coming back to an area, you see
things from a different perspective than
before, and Jim takes the lead in applying
what he learns," Marquez said.

Everyone has their forte, Barton said. He
credits Thomas Nanyes of the General Ser-
vices Division, with the success of his cre-
ations. "He's a machinist extraordinaire. I'll
take an idea to him, and he makes it hap-
pen."

Barton is completing his bachelor's
degree in chemistry, and finds gardening,
hunting and coastal fishing less stressful
ways to spend his time. But it's a sure bet
that this inventor is still looking for ways to
make a task more efficient or safe.

As someone said, necessity is the mother
of all invention, Barton said. "I want to work
as efficiently as possible and as safely as
possible." *

said. "The main thing is my mother and
daughters got out safely."

The flood also destroyed the family's relo-
cation plans.

"We are no longer thinking of building in
Cuero. Until we decide where we want to
live, we are renting an apartment in
Yoakum."

Whatever home Dyer buys will have a
big family room so her family can enjoy
doing things together.

"These crises have made me realize how
much friends and family really mean," she
said. "I cannot thank my fellow employees
enough for all their cards and donations.
The support from my TxDOT 'family' has
helped me cope with all these dis-
asters." *
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Service Awards
Abilene District
30 years Chiress Dist
Santiago Suarez 15 years
Kenneth W. Thompson Jeffery S. Cagle
25 years 5 years
Claude R. Martin Jimmy Hinojosa
20 years Ray C. Shrubs
David C. Caffey
Marie Green Corpus Christ
10 years 15 years
David L. Seago Carlos M. Armai

Ruben T. Perez
Amarillo Dstrict 10 years
35 years Stephen B. Mea
Jimmy L. Jones
20 years Dallas Distric
Kenneth B. Friemel 30 years
Anita A. Linger Linden P Burges
10 years David A. Scott
Jerry R. Wooldridge Michael D. Stro
5 years 20 years
Chris A. Caldwell Carl P Porath
Jason W. Henson 15 years
Elias Riojas Tommy C. Stova

10 years
Atlanta District Shannon R. Cor
35 years Verlin G. Reynol
Darrel G. Adams Jeanne E. Rodd
15 years 5 years
Ira G. Wisinger James F. Higgin
10 years Frank L. Jett
Gregory A. Frazier Edwin B. Jones
James B. McCaleb David N. Jouber

John P Marshal
Austin District James R. Millig
30 yews Hubert G. Walt
Paul M. Goertz Brenda G. Young
20 yew.s El Paso DstrEspiio J. Puga 2 er

5 y kPatricia L MolirPaul D. MichalkEsidonMi
10 yearsEspiridion Muni10 years

Jose R. Guerra Jr. 20 years
Thomas R. Mar

Beaumont District 10 years
25 yeamt Jerry L. Springfi

Robert T. McFadden 5 years
Monica C. Dub5 years Elizabeth F. Du(

Diane F. Landy Charles E. Web

Brownwood District Fort Worth D
30 years 25 years
Duwain Hendley Glenn E. Elliott
25 years 20 years
Carol W. Kinman William H. Las
20 years Charles R. Sin
James J. Shelton Il Anne E. Wohlfe
15 years is years
Warren D. Brown Cathy B. Wood
10 years 10 years
Larry D. Skaggs Ann Marie Blair
5 years Rafael Garza Jr
Rojelio H. Bonilla Robert E. Mac

Bryan District Houston Dis
20 years 20 years
Elaine J. Barron Michael L. Am
15 years Judy P Skidmo
Pablo Mendez 15 years
10 years Joseph B. Cra
Maurice Maness Roxanne P Will
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Theresa D. Wilson
10 years
Alexander J. Burgos
Earl B. Herring
Brenda J. Jenkins
An T. Le
Alan D. Moreau Jr.
Terry L. Parrish
Shady Parsa
5 years
Clyde J. Alexander
Donald W. Coltharp

Lardo Distict
20 years
Alejandro Medina

Lubbock District
30 years
John M. Wilson
25 years
Johnnie W. Clary
15 years
Robert A. Beaulieu
Wesley D. Ross
Oscar D. Sedgwick Jr.
Rhonda K. Smith
5 years
Anthony D. Huggins
Leslie J. Selensky

Lufldn District
30 years
James V. Lewis
10 years
Kendall B. Raymond
5 years
Edward W. Faires
Archie R. Phillips

Odessa District
15 years
Gabriel G. Rodriguez
10 years
Javier H. Molinar
5 years
Rita C. Clay
Kathryn L. Rauscher

Paris District
20 years
Stanley C. Roberts
Brantley S. Skinner
15 years
Tommy G. Maddox
10 years
Richard B. FRoyd
Danny E. Womack

Phar District
20 years
Gustavo 0. Lopez
10 years
Abel Corona Jr.
5 years
Gloria Borrego
Gregory S. Cleveland
Sandra Flores
David S. Jenkins
Maricela P Salinas
Gilbert Trevino

San Angelo District
25 years
Joe Lopez
15 years
Steven D. Plowman

San Antonio District
25 years
Amulfo T. Garcia
Ignacio Sena Jr.
Margaret G. Smith
15 years
Rene V. Martinez
10 years
Erlath E. Engelhardt
Robert Vasquez

Tyler District
20 years
Terry G. Rick
15 years
Louis K. Sanders
10 years
Jeffrey S. Cleaver
Rex Neill
5 years
Clinton R. Corley
Linda S. Rose

Waco District
35 years
Jimmy W. Rhodes
25 years
Carolyn W. Bood
5 years
Richard L. Bone
Kim L. Pfeiffer

Wichita Falls District
30 years
David W. Lawdermilk
15 years
James M. Black
5 yeas
Maurizio R. Boucher
Gary L. Croucher
Cory W. Holzer
Alvin W. Horton
Enrique P Martinez
Cosme Solis Ill

Yoakum District
30 years
Elroy J. Stemadel
20 years
Diana P Martinez
10 years
Randall S. Berger
Barbara C. Maxey
5 years
Men D. Kennard

Administration
20 yeas
Delia C. Hemandez
Cathy J. Williams
5 years
Linda C. Pospisil

Aviation Division
10 years
Sandra E. Gaither

Budget Division
10 years
Sheila K. Craven

Construction Division
25 years
Tanya M. Pavliska
20 years
Barbara H. McCain

Environmental Affairs Division
10 years
David W. Dunlap

General Services Division
35 years
Howard C. Cochran Jr.
15 years
Randall W. Tinney
5 years
Ernest R. Dones
Ricky D. Griles

Human Resources Division
5 years
Janet H. Oshea
Tommy M. Roy

Information Systems Division
30 years
Walter A. Bailey
Felix A. Varela
25 years
Thomas B. Orton

Motor Carrier Division
10 years
Sandra F. Cox

Motor Vehicle Division
10 years
Melvin E. Mills
5 years
Erika M. Collins

iaffic Operations Division
25 years
Donna M. Gray

transportation Planning and
Programming Division
5 years
Noel C. Didear
Joyce A. Lathan

Vehicle Titles and
Registration Division
30 years
Jerry L. Dike
25 years
Joaquin Puente Jr.
20 years
Barbara B. Bates
Carol M. Thrasher
10 years
Monica R. Rossy

In Memoriam
Administration
William L. Sanders, Staff Services

Officer II, retired from in 1977,
died July 31, 1998.

Amarillo District
Charles N. Bright, Assistant

Foreman, retired in 1993, died
Aug. 28, 1998

Atlanta District
Glenn P Wright, Engineering

Technician IV, retired in
1974, died July 21, 1998

Austin District
Herman J. Johnson, Maintenance

Technician Ill, retired in 1975,
died Aug. 25, 1998

Richard R. Schoener, Maintenance
Technician II, retired in 1973,
died Aug. 25, 1998

Beaumont District
Wallace B. Daily Jr., Transportation

Maintenance Supervisor V,
retired in 1996, died June 14,
1998

Brownwood District
Claude Taylor, Maintenance

Technician I, retired in 1971,
died Aug. 25, 1998

Bryan District
James E. Elgin, Maintenance

Technician III, retired in 1977,
died Aug. 23, 1998

Childress District
Raymond F. Jackson, Maintenance

Technician Ill, retired in 1982,
died Aug. 23, 1998

Corpus Christi District
Raymundo Dominguez,

Maintenance Technician II,
retired in 1980, died Aug. 16,
1998

Dallas District
Thomas C. Houchin, Transportation

Maintenance Supervisor I,
retired in 1991, died Aug. 1,
1998

El Paso District
Guadalupe Romo, Maintenance

Technician IIl, retired in 1990,
died Sept. 7, 1998

Fort Worth District
Lindell C. Bachhofer, Maintenance

Technician IIl, retired in 1988,
died Aug. 11, 1998

Charles L. Berry, Maintenance
Technician IV, retired in 1996,
died July 8, 1998

Nina J. Penrod, Purchasing and
Supply Officer Ill, retired in
1982, died July 16, 1998

Houston District
William R. Hildebrandt, Engineering

Technician 11, retired in 1968,
died Aug. 15, 1998

Lubbock District
Clarence D. Rogers, Transportation

Maintenance Supervisor V,
died Aug. 23, 1998

Johnnie R. Stidham, Maintenance
Technician Ill, retired in 1987,
died June 21, 1998

Materials ad Tests Division
Terry S. Blakeney, Engineering
Technician II, died Aug. 3, 1998

Odessa District
Richard E. Glenn, Maintenance

Technician IIl, died Sept. 2,
1998

Cecil C. Redden, Engineering
Technician V, retired in 1974,
died June 12, 1998

Paris District
Clifton Prather, Maintenance

Technician II, retired in 1974,
died May 9,1998

Pharr District
James E. Boerm, Maintenance

Technician Ill, retired in 1987,
died Sept. 1, 1998

Casimiro Naranjo Jr., Maintenance
Technician Ill, retired in 1976,
died Aug. 31, 1998

San Angelo District
Clark C. Stroud, Engineer IV, died

July 29, 1998

San Antonio District
Kent N. Hunt, Maintenance

Technician II, died Aug. 6, 1998
Richard A. Moore, Maintenance

Technician IIl, retired in 1990,
died Aug. 14, 1998

Tyler District
Sydney B. Oliver, Engineering

Technician V, died Aug. 3,
1998

Waco District
Hubert G. Rice, Maintenance

Technician Ill, retired in
1977, died Aug. 2, 1998

Wichita Falls District
Kenneth R. Stewart, Maintenance

Technician III, died Aug. 8,
1998

Yoakum District
Alfred E. Boughton, Engineering

Technician IV, died Sept. 14,
1998

Bridges and Structures
Division
Bernie A. Trice, Senior Designing

Engineer, died July 24, 1998

Information Systems Division
John P Hoffman, Systems Analyst

IV, died Oct. 21, 1998
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Letters
I would like to commend Louis P. Breaux,

project manager, for his caring and profes-
sional help he gave to me and a friend dur-
ing a car accident Sept. 24. The accident
occurred at the intersection of FM 1960 and
Interstate 45 in Houston.

Breaux took charge of the situation,
changing a tire, assisting us in finding a Nis-
san car dealership and leading us to it. He
did not leave us until he knew we were
taken care of.

His professional handling of the situation
certainly speaks well of him and your entire
organization. I'm extremely grateful to you
for having such fine people in your employ-
ment.

Doris Conmer
H'ouston

Louis P. Breaux Jr. is an engineering tech-
nician in the West Harris Area Engineer's
Office in the Houston District.

I am writing this letter to let you know
how much I appreciate the assistance pro-
vided by Ronnie Roecker in May of this
year. I am grateful for the cooperation and
quick action taken by Ronnie to resolve a
highway safety problem near DuPont plant
site.

In late April, some of our employees leav-
ing work observed what could have been a
tragic accident between a train and a gravel
truck at the railroad crossing on Farm Road
1432. The truck was headed west and the
train was headed north. Due to heavy brush
growing on property adjacent to the railroad
track, neither the truck nor the engineer
could see each other until it was almost too
late. The truck driver narrowly avoided a
collision by hitting the brakes and jackknif-
ing his truck in the road.

One of our employees who observed the
close call asked if something could be done
to improve the safety situation at the rail
crossing. I contacted the landowner and
Roecker to see what could be done about
clearing some of the brush near the crossing
to allow drivers more time to observe when
a train was on the tracks. On April 28,
Roecker met with me and the landowner at
the site. A plan was developed, an agree-
ment made, and the next week, Roecker had
a crew clear the property. Now we have a
much safer roadway thanks to his assis-
tance.

On behalf of DuPont, please convey our
thanks to Roecker and his crew for a job
well done. His cooperation and willingness
to help led to quick resolution of a safety
problem.

Hugh Charlton
DuPont
Victoria
Ronnie Roecker is a maintenance supervi-

sor in the Victoria Maintenance Office in the
Yoakum District.

The Texas National Guard would like to
thank Central Permit Operations of TxDOT's
Motor Carrier Division for the valuable sup-
port provided during the period April
through June 1998. Ashley Corder and Jen-
nifer Murdock processed permits for the
National Guard and U.S. Army Reserve
units that participated in this year's annual
training at Fort Hood. Their professional
assistance, along with that of Terrance Mur-'

ray, contributed to the safe movement of
many pieces of military equipment.

In addition to the outstanding support
given during the National Guard's annual
training, Central Permit Operations efficient-
ly and courteously assisted this office with
permits for several active army training
exercises originating at Fort Hood and Fort
Bliss. At the state level, when the governor
directed National Guard equipment be posi-
tioned around the state in anticipation of
wildfires, the staff at Central Permit Opera-
tions worked quickly to process the required
permits.

The attention to detail and knowledge
provided by Central Permit Operations
reflects the commitment of the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation and is greatly appre-
ciated by the Defense Movements Branch
and the Texas Army National Guard.

Jason A. Welch
Texas Army National Guard

Ashley Corder and Terrance Murray are
permit officers and Jennifer Murdock is a
team leader. AUl work in the Motor Carrier
Division's Permit Branch.

Our agencies share a valuable relation-
ship that benefits all Texans. However, I
could not have anticipated the invaluable
support TxDOT provided TPW during the
most recent storms that severely damaged
several of our state parks. I want to express
my sincere gratitude for the support you
and your staff have given us during this
challenging period.

Our challenges began with the flooding
associated with the Tropical Storm Charley,
which caused extensive damage to Garner
State Park near Concan. Your crews from the
Hondo office, led by Carl riesenhian, assist-
ed in road repairs and debris removal.
Focusing on access and health/safety con-
cerns, we were able to open nearly the entire
park for our visitors in time for the Labor
Day weekend. Your crews continue to assist
us in this region.

No sooner had we recovered from this
catastrophe, Tropical Storm Frances struck
the Texas coast, wrecking havoc on our
beautiful beaches and state parks. At Mus-
tang Island State Park, a crew from your
Corpus Christi office responded immediate-
ly to our request for assistance. The efforts of
Bob Blackwell, Ephraim Leos, and Joe Vela
and their crews at this site alone have saved
us more than $50,000.

I thank the entire TxDOT team for the
support you have provided Texas Parks and
Wildlife -not only during this period of
severe weather, but also throughout the life
of our partnership. I am extremely grateful.

Andrew Sansom
Executive Director
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
Carl Friesenhahn is the Hondo area engi-

neer in the San Antonio District. Bob Black-
well is director of maintenance in the Cor-
pus Christi District. Joe Vela and Ephraim
Leos are maintenance crew chiefs with the
Corpus Christi District's special job crew.

On June 25, my son and I were traveling
from Seminole, Okla., to Austin. Our car
broke down on FM 51, just as we were
entering Decatur. Not even one minute had
passed before a gentleman driving a TxDOT
truck pulled over and gave us a ride to the

nearest garage. He explained to the service
manager what had happened and gave
directions to our car for the tow truck. This
man saved us from what could have been a
truly horrible experience that day, and also
became an excellent role model for my son.

Jeanne Cogswell
Send Ols.
Don Lively is an engineering technician

in the Wise County area office in the Fort
Worth District.

On Tuesday, April 28, as I drove to work,
my car motor shut down leaving me strand-
ed on Interstate 30. It was to be a three-mile
walk in heels to the nearest phone. As I
started walking, TxDOT employee Glen
Busby stopped to help me. He said that his
co-worker Scott Smith was not far behind
him and had a phone that I could use to call
for assistance. He stayed with me, and with-
in minutes Mr. Smith arrived and let me use
the phone.

I want to thank these men for their com-
passion and kindness toward a helpless,
stranded woman. You are fortunate to have
highly principled men in your organization.

Unda Brooks
Texarkana
Glen Burly is an equipment mechanic

and Scott Smith is a maintenance technician
in the Atlanta District's Texarkana mainte-
nance section.

(Keith Edward, the security guard at the
D. C. Greer Building in Austin, received the
two following letters.)

My husband and I wish to thank you

most sincerely, for the kind assistance you
gave us when we were temporarily strand-
ed in Austin. The bus trip from Llano
seemed to be successful. Thanks to you, it
was a good day for us too.

Charles and Maebell Simpson
Uano

We would like to take this opportunity to
thank you for the help you gave to two of
our Llano citizens who had missed the char-
tered bus back to Llano on Sept. 24. You
were instrumental in helping get the bus
turned around and back to the Greer Build-
ing to pick them up and bring them safely
back to Llano. You offered them a cool place
to sit and wait, and something to drink.

It is refreshing to know that there are still
people that will take the time to help some-
one in need.

The LlUano City Council
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Retirements
Houston District
Frank H. Hall, Architect 111, 5 years
Earl W. Roberts, Purchaser 11,14 years
Lee E. Wooley, Transportation

Maintenance Supervisor 1, 38 years

Lubbock District
Oura B. Clare, Transportation

Maintenance Supervisor 1,18 years

San Antonio District
Regino A. Garza, Engineering Aide, 13

years

October
Houston District
Johnny L Folkes, Purchaser IV, 30 years

Pais Disct
Bobby J. Kile, Transportation

Maintenance Supervisor V, 36 years

San Angelo DisUtt
Jose J. Lopez, Engineering Technician I,

17 years

Wichita Falls District
James D. Terry, Public Information

Officer III, 28 years

Desi Division
Alvin "Joe" Krejci, Jr., Director III, 19

years

November
Ablmene District
Donald G. Jordan, Transportation

Maintenance Supervisor I, 26 years

Atlanta District
Jimmy C. Spicer, Transportation

Maintenance Supervisor I, 31 years
Beaumnont Ditrct
Wilbert C. Johnson, Transportation

Maintenance Supervisor V, 29 years

FULGHUM
Continued from Page 3

Other jobs included some time as a fur-
lough officer for the warden at the
Huntsville Unit and a position in the securi-
ty classification section at the Jester II Unit
near Sugar Land. Then, in 1984, the Depart-
ment of Corrections created the Internal
Affairs Division and Fughum went to work
there with a promotion to sergeant. Within
10 months, he made captain.

While serving as the assistant chief for the
use-of-force review board and the assistant
chief for special investigations team, Ful-
ghum completed his bachelor's degree in
criminology at Sam Houston State Universi-

ty. He quit work to attend graduate school
full time at Southern Illinois University, but

quickly realized that "most of the textbooks
they used or recommended were written by
Sam Houston State University professors,"
he said and laughed. "So I came back to Sam
Houston State and internal affairs hired me
back as a lieutenant. In that capacity I served
as one of two Ellis I/death row investiga-
tors."

After completing his master's degree in
management in 1989, he was promoted to a
sociologist position in which he interviewed
more than 5,000 inmates during a three-year
period, developing social/criminal histories
for the classification and parole process. By
now, though, he's really missing doing
investigations, and suddenly, he found him-
self applying for an opening in the depart-
ment's equal employment opportunity
office.

"Actually, it was my wife's experience
when she was interviewed for a teaching job
that made me decide to go the civil rights
route," Fulghum said.

His wife, Suzanne, became one of approx-
imately 20 female high school agriculture
teachers in Texas. This was in comparison to
the 1,600 male agriculture teachers.

"She told me about the kind of questions
she was asked when she interviewed for her
first job," he said, smiling ruefully. "They
wanted to know if she planned on getting
married and starting a family. They also
asked if she minded getting her hands dirty.
These were things they never would have
asked a male applicant."

So, in 1992 Fulghum became one of four
chief investigators at the Texas Department
of Criminal Justice Equal Employment
Opportunity Office. Two years later, he
became one of two EEO chief investigators

Bryan Distrct
Burtis R. Dockery, Engineer IV, 18 years
Charlie Juarez, Sr., Engineering

Technician 11i, 19 years

El Paso District
Joe C. Rivera, Program Administrator liI,

32 years

Odessa District
Louis E. Phelps, Transportation

Maintenance Supervisor IV, 30
years

Paris District
Daniel W. Smith, Engineering Technician

V; 30 years

Dslgui District
Maurine I? Hirsch, Engineering Specialistlip32 years

for the agency. In 1995, he was hired as an
investigator at TxDOT, becoming superviso-
ry investigator after a year.

"There's a really diverse group of folks in
Civil Rights," he said. "We've got retired Air
Force officers, a member of the Austin
Human Rights Commission, a former inves-
tigator with the Texas Commission on
Human Rights, a minister, a former sailor, a
labor law specialist with a JD degree, and a
former NASA employee.

"Director Jana Nava, Deputy Director
Jesse Ball and Complaints Director Pete Gar-
cia round out the OCR family, utilizing a
wealth of experience and complementing
perspectives in the arena of civil rights."

Fulghum further elaborated, "We don't
just do complaints. We provide briefings to
employees in interviewing and hiring and
progressive discipline. Our information pro-
gram is called AIMS (Advisory Information
Module Series), which will soon boast three
new short presentations - employment law
overview, promoting a positive work envi-
ronment and violence in the workplace."

They also conduct Management Directed
Investigations (MDIs) if a district engineer,
division or office director or senior agency
director has some issues they want probed
in their workplaces, he continued. "And
twice a fiscal year, we visit all district engi-
neers and division and office directors to see
if there's anything the Office of Civil Rights
can do for them in the way of technical assis-
tance and advice," he concluded.

Fulghum's interests range from criminolo-
gy to genealogy to growing orchids to Civil
War history. Recently, he traced his family
roots through his great-great-great grandfa-
ther who came from Tennessee to settle in
Texas when it was still a republic.

Fulghum explained his direct lineage has
been traced back to 1066 when Sir Godfrey
Defolschamp accompanied William the Con-
queror on his conquest of England.

Meanwhile, Fulghum carries on the fami-
ly's proud destiny with his two daughters,
20-year-old Jennifer and 20-month-old Sarah.
"It's a Fulghum trait," he said and grinned
impishly, "to attempt great undertakings no
matter how old you are."

Who is Dan Fulghum?
One hell of a guy. *
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Calendar

13 2nd International Adopt-a-Highway
Conference, San Antonio, TRV

16 Certified Professional Public Buyer Review,
Austin, GSD

16-17 Certified Public Purchasing Officer Review,
Austin, GSD

17 Commission Meeting, Austin15 Certified Professional Public Buyer/Certified
Public Purchasing Officer Written Exam,
Austin, GSD

24 Christmas Eve Day (holiday)
25 Christmas Day (holiday)

JANUARY
1 New Year's Day (holiday)
5 Specification Writing, Lewisville, GSD
7-6 Contracting for Services, Lewisville,

GSD
18 Martin Luther King Jr. Day (holiday)
19 Confederate Heroes Day (holiday)
27-28 1999 Road to Recycling Conference, Austin,

GSD
27-29 General Public Purchasing, Houston, GSD
29 Commission Meeting, San Antonio

8-2 Two Week TxDOT Highway Materials
Engineering

15 Presidents' Day (holiday)
17-19 Advanced Public Purchasing, Houston, GSD
25 Commission Meeting, Austin

2 Texas Independence Day (holiday)34. CPPB/CPPO Review/Exam, Austin, GSD
16-17 1999 Construction Conference, Austin, CST
17-19 Intermediate Public Purchasing, Houston,

GSD
25 Commission Meeting, Austin
29-4/1 DPE & PMIS Coordinators Meeting/LTPP

MeetingAustin, DES

APRIL
4/1 DPE & PMIS Coordinators Meeting/LTPP

Meeting, Austin, DES
7-9 Texas Aviation Conference, Austin, AVN
13-14 1999 Maintenance Conference, Waco, MNT
14-16 Competitive Sealed Proposals/Competitive

Negotiations, Houston, GSD
14-16 General Public Purchasing, Austin~, GSD
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