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The holiday season is

a time when people
give thanks for their

blessings, reflect on the
year just past and think
about the year to come.
TxDOT employees have
much to be thankful for
and many bright hopes for
1995. The Senior Manage-
ment Team joins them in
giving thanks for what

they have, and sharing l
their wishes for the new

year.

Executive Director Bill
Burnett said he was thank-
ful "that the employees of
the department had a
healthy and rewarding
1994 in all that they did
and that they have the
time to reflect on their
accomplishments in the
surrounding of their fami-
ly." Jim Bisson, Assistant
Executive Director for
Motorist Services, said, "I
am most thankful for my
family and our good for-
tune," while Daffney
Henry, Assistant Executive
Director for Human
Resources gave thanks for
"the Savior's birth, life, good health, family and friends."
Russell Harding, Director of Staff Services, was thankful
"that I survived the past year."

"I am most thankful for my family and friends and for
our country, our freedom, and the benefits we enjoy in the
United States," said Bobbie Templeton, Assistant Executive
Director for Field Operations. "I'm thankful for my family
and friends," said Robert Cuellar, Deputy Executive Direc-
tor for Transportation Planning and Development.
"I am most thankful for the health of my family and
myself," said Tom Griebel, Assistant Executive Director
for Multimodal Transportation. Cassie Carlson Reed,
Deputy executive Director for Administrative Service
said, "During this holiday season, I am most thankful
for the health and love of my family. I am extremely
thankful for the opportunity and privilege to work at
TxDOT among such wonderful, dedicated, and talented
people throughout the state of Texas."

The Senior Management Team also has wishes for the
coming year. Burnett said he wishes "that employees have
a successful, prosperous, rewarding and healthy 1995 in
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TxDOT employees in all the districts and Austin have been
generous this holiday season by helping those in need.
Executive Director Bill Burnett and the Senior Management
Team supported "Hometown Harvest" to collect donations
for a local food bank. Pictured from left are Tom Griebel,
Robert Cuellar, Bill Burnett, Cassie Carlson Reed, Bobbie
Templeton, Jim Bisson, Daffney Henry and Russell Harding.

their professional and personal lives." Harding hopes "that
we all have a great year in 1995." Bisson's wish is for
"TxDOT employees to fulfill their desires with respect to
their work environment and to have fun in their jobs,"
while Templeton wishes for TxDOT employees is "that the
holiday season fulfills their every expectation and that they
enjoy good health and happiness throughout 1995." Hen-
rys' wish for the coming year is "that 1995 will be a year of
settling, clearer vision, renewed commitment, purpose,
spirit and energy to achieve the department's goals." Cuel-
lar wishes "each TxDOT employee pride in working with
this agency which has such an important mission and also

Please see Holidays, Page 10
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Page 4 'Home for Christmas' given new meaning
It was Christmas Day, 1993. Robert and Pearl Langford were enjoying the serenity of their
home east of Wichita Falls when the silence was broken by the screams of their granddaughter
alerting them to smoke coming from the house. Firefighting efforts were in vain and soon, the
house was totally involved. Everything was lost. The fire, started by an electrical short, left the
Langford family without a home, money and clothes. And they had no insurance.

Page 5 Abilene's Donham wins '94 Beautification Award
The Highway Beautification Award, sponsored by Keep Texas Beautiful, Inc. and TxDOT,

celebrated its silver anniversary this year, with the awards ceremony returning to its original
site, LBJ State Park. And although beautification and landscaping techniques have changed
over the past 25 years, the spirit of the award resiliently remains. Leon Donham of the Abilene
District won the 1994 Highway Beautification Award.

Page 6 Employees make holidays shine for others
The holiday season is a special time of celebration, when families and friends get together and
rejoice in their blessings. And no matter which holidays are honored, what overshadows all is

the spirit of giving. Employees have their own traditions for the holidays, and for many, that
includes helping those who are less fortunate. Holiday drives for food, clothing and toys began
last month in several districts and divisions.

Page 7 TxDOT, Mexican states share technology
As part of the new era of cooperation in transportation planning and development between
Texas and Mexico, TxDOT's International Relations Office hosted delegations from four
Mexican states during September and October. The Border Technology Exchange Program

invited the Mexican states of Coahuila, Chihuahua, Nuevo Leon and Tamaulipas to Austin to

develop a bilateral relationship on transportation needs.

Page 8 Employees' inventions make working smarter easier
Wilburn Koehler of the New Braunfels Maintenance Office is giving co-workers a hand. Now, it

takes only one person to perform a task that in the past required the efforts of at least three

employees. And Robert Hollingsworth, a maintenance technician in the Amarillo District, built

a better spreader box. The old one was dangerous to hook up, wore out truck clutches and took
two people to shovel the mix from the box when operating.

Page 9 1994 Transportation News index

Have you ever tried to recall something you read in Transportation News, but just couldn't?

Maybe it was something about a new program like Retooling TxDOT, or maybe those guys in
the Brownwood District who started a country band. Or, maybe something really important,
like who won the '94 TxDOT softball tournament. Fret no longer - we have compiled for you
every headline that appeared in T-News in 1994. By the way; it was WPLB of Ennis.

Published monthly by the Manuscripts, photos, Executive Editor Associate Editors Graphic Artist Travel and Information
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Transportation, the above address or Managing Editor Staff Support Gay Shackelford
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Editor Jennifer J. Hobbs Diana Ward
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Ask
Bill

Q Why is the Transportation

* Conference always held at
" Texas A&M University? With

the emphasis on reducing trav-
el expenses, wouldn't it be less costly to
have the conference in Austin?

An Austin-based Transportation Con-
ference would eliminate the travel
expenses of the Senior Management
Team, the divisions and the Austin Dis-
trict. In addition, the Bryan, Waco and
San Antonio districts could significantly
reduce their travel expenses by commut-
ing to the conference.

Currently, TxDOT has districts,
numerous divisions, and Senior Manage-
ment Team and staff traveling to Bryan-
College Station and accumulating hotel,
meal and mileage expenses.

If the conference were moved to
Austin, 20 districts would be eligible for
hotel, meal and mileage expenses, and
four districts would be eligible for meal
and mileage expenses.

Other factors bear consideration. The
Austin airport is significantly more acces-
sible for those districts that choose to fly -
Amarillo, El Paso, Pharr, Lubbock, etc.
Also, the Austin Convention Center is
generally available (in fact, it's empty
most of the time.) The LBJ School could
be an alternative site.

There are also many more hotel rooms
in Austin than Bryan/College Station.

Mark Thorp
Traffic Operations

Holding the Transportation

"*Conference at another location
" has been considered, but doing

so would be like fixing some-
thing that's in great running condition.
The primary reason the conference, for-
merly the Short Course, is held on the
A&M campus is because TxDOT has a
strong partnership with the Texas Trans-
portation Institute (TTI) located there.

TTI personnel perform a major role in
planning, organizing and presenting
information to conference participants.

This October, 1,750 TxDOT employees
and others attended the conference and
2,300 attended in 1993.

The department and TTI co-sponsor
the conference and TTI dedicates person-
nel to making the three days a positive
learning experience for those who attend.
The Travel and Information Division
videotapes every presentation (about 70
hours' worth) during the three days of
the conference. These videotapes are
available to department employees who
are not able to attend.

Some Austin TxDOT employees who
attend prefer to use shuttles to travel to
and from the conference. This reduces
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individual travel expenses by eliminating
the need to stay in hotels at College Sta-
tion.

We need to realize that yes, these are
times of doing more with less, and that
means keeping a careful eye on travel
expenses. But there's a difference
between using and wasting our travel
resources. Some travel is necessary in
enabling us to do our job and as we look
for creative ways to conserve money and
work smarter, we don't want to throw
out the baby with the bathwater, as the
saying goes.

Q I would like to propose an
*update in the mail service. The
" original setup for delivery of

mail to the department was to
have all mail delivered to 125 E. 11th
Street or, in the old days, to 11th and Bra-
zos. This method worked great because
the entire department was housed in the
Greer Building. But the growth of the
department has caused it to be scattered
throughout the city on different campus-
es, making it increasingly difficult to be
assured of getting the mail.

Currently, all mall is delivered to the
downtown office. From that point, things
seem to get complicated. The mail is sup-
posed to be delivered to the respective
divisions/offices, but this is not always
the case.

Our office quite often is unable to
respond to time-sensitive material
because of the delay in receiving the
mail. We have expended a lot of staff-
hours looking for lost money, bonds and
requests for vital information requested
by customers. We have had mail for-
warded to us by any number of different
departments and agencies because of
misrouting. Sometimes the mail is
stamped with a department stamp but
sometimes it is just stapled closed and
forwarded to our office, sometimes with
the check still inside, sometimes with a
photocopy of a check and sometimes
with nothing to indicate that a check was
ever there.

I understand that money should not
be forwarded, but this policy is not fol-
lowed by all departments. We are trying
to track down a $1,385.08 check. The
envelope in question was sent some-
where else and came to us opened but
there was no indication where it had
been and no indication that a check had
been enclosed. Searching for something
and not knowing where to start is quite a
headache, but we are not alone in this
endeavor because we have to get the
Budget and Finance Division in on the
search. It has been a week and so far
nothing has turned up.

To add to our problems, the company
must either wait until the check is found
to get its permits, or it will have to sup-
ply us with another method of payment
and go through the process of stopping
payment on the first check. This incurs
an additional charge from the bank and
in case of a cashier's check or money
order, the customer must post a bond.
This is not the first time that this kind of
thing has happened; in fact, it happens
quite regularly.

I ask you to consider allowing each

division or office that handles money,
bonds and other time-sensitive materials
to have a post office box. By having a
dedicated route for our mail we could
serve our customers better. Also, an early
morning pickup would allow more time
to process requests and have permits
issued in time to make the afternoon
mail run. With the present system, we do
not receive the mail until about 11 a.m.
The cost of a post office box would be
minimal compared to the benefits
derived from being able to serve the cus-
tomer better. All interagency mail could
still be handled as it is now. Another ben-
efit would be reducing the volume of
mail downtown, which should allow for
better distribution of other mail.

Doris C. Perkine
Central Permit Office

AThank you for your letter, in
which you proposed changes

"*in the current mail-handling
procedures for the Central Per-

mit Office (CPO). You have raised some
valid concerns regarding the safe and
efficient handling of sensitive mail.

I have asked for input from the Gener-
al Services Division (GSD), which is
responsible for managing department
mail services. Their staff has informed
me that your suggestion of a separate
post office box for your office deserves
consideration. Other Austin divisions
with special mail service needs already
use individual post office boxes. The
unique box number generates an addi-
tional sorting step by the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice before the U.S. mail is delivered to
our department. The GSD staff also said
that a review of our intracity mail routes
could result in earlier pickup and deliv-
eries at your site.

The best approach to addressing your
concerns will be to have the GSD staff
review your mail service needs. They
will contact your office soon to begin that
review. They have assured me that they
are working to improve the efficiency of
our mail services, giving careful consid-
eration to customers' needs and con-
cerns, and accommodating the many
changes that have resulted from the
recent departmental reorganization.

Thanks again for your suggestions. I
encourage you to continue to look for
ways to improve our operations and ser-
vices.

By the way, the report cards distrib-
uted at the Transportation Conference
and published in the November Trans-
portation News are rolling in. We've
received about 250 cards from conference
attendees and are receiving cards from T-
News daily. The grades are being tabulat-
ed and we will publish results in Febru-
ary. Please take a minute to fill out your
report card and subfinit it by Dec. 23.
Thanks for the input and for your inter-
est in the Texas Department of Trans-
portation.

Got a question for Bill? Send it to the
Public Information Office. We'll forward it to
Bill, and your question and his answer will
appear here.
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'Home for Christmas' given new meaning
Wichita Falls District volunteers build house for family burned out Christmas Day

Dale Terry
Wichita Falls District

It was Christmas Day, 1993. Robert
and Pearl Langford were enjoying the
serenity of their home east of Wichita
Falls when the silence was broken by the
screams of their granddaughter outside.
She was alerting them to smoke coming
from the house.

Robert grabbed a wastebasket and
filled it with water, and Pearl ran outside
and hooked up a hose. But their efforts
were in vain. Within minutes, a water
heater toppled and severed a butane line.
Soon, the house was totally involved.

Everything was lost. The fire, started
by an electrical short, left the Langford
family without a home, money and
clothes. And they had no insurance.

Robert Langford retired from the
department in 1986 with 31 years of ser-
vice. He thought he and Pearl had easy
years ahead of them. They had improved
their home over the years and looked
forward to living out their golden years
without problems. But, with their home
paid for and their retirement pinched by
other expenses, they cancelled their
insurance. Then came the fire.

Two days later, the Langfords were
still in shock. They moved into their
son's trailer home but couldn't stay away
from the charred ruins of their home of
more than 30 years. They would stand
and stare at the devastation hour after
hour. Then Glenn Payton came to visit
them.

Payton was Robert's supervisor for
several years on the Special Maintenance
Jobs Crew. Payton surveyed the damage
from every angle, then turned to Pearl
and said, "I'll build you a new house."

z

An electrical short on Christmas Day started
destroyed the home of Robert and Pearl L

"If you had told me that Glenn meant
what he said about building us a house, I
wouldn't have believed you. But, there
was something in his voice when he said
it that made me want to believe," Pearl
said. "Then, when I told Robert what
Glenn had said, Robert told me, 'If Glenn
tells you something, that's the way it'll
be."' Pearl added, "And I didn't even
know Glenn Payton."

It wasn't long before Payton was back
at the Langford trailer, going over plans
and cost estimates. The goal was to build
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Robert Fenoglio, Robert and Pearl Langford, and Glen Payton stand in front of the
Langfords' new home, which was built by volunteers after fire destroyed the
Langfords' old house.

a 1,600-square -foot house with four bed-
rooms, two baths, a kitchen/dining room
and living room along with a utility
room, front porch and a patio pad. Pay-
ton had already decided they were going
to have central heat and air and that
Pearl would have the brick home she'd
always wanted.

Payton asked for volunteers. One of
the first people he "drafted" was Robert
Fenoglio, who was put in charge of
recruiting, among other things. Payton
and Fenoglio wanted workers who
would donate their services, dealers and

distributors who
would donate
materials or sell
them at cost, and
donations from
anyone who
could spare a
dollar or two.
With an abun-
dance of enthusi-
asm and energy,

Payton and
Fenoglio started
adding names to
their list and the
project was

ad a fire that underway.
angford. "Two very

important people
on my 'staff' were Robert Fenoglio, who
heads up buildings and grounds for the
Wichita Falls District, and Bill Peterson, a
former employee of the district," said
Payton. "Before we got started, I told
everyone that after we drive the very
first nail, let's don't worry about any-
thing. Let's just keep working until we
get finished."

Soon, there was a master carpenter
overseeing the project and he brought
student carpenters from the local union
to work on the house. Payton, Fenoglio

and Peterson worked nights, weekends
and even holidays. Other workers from
all over the area pitched in. And none of
them charged the Langfords anything for
their labor. Churches, friends and neigh-
bors donated items and money to the
project and when August 1994 rolled
around, the Langford's new home was
ready, just like Payton said it would be
some eight months earlier.

Pearl said, "Robert Fenoglio is a per-
fectionist. He made me repaint one room
two times because he didn't think it
looked right. And we had to sand some
of the interior doors and repaint them
several times before Glenn would give
them his 'seal of approval,' but we have
a wonderful home now because of them.
They wanted it perfect and we think it
is.

The home was built for about half of
the current worth and is entirely paid for.
"And insured to the hilt," Pearl added.

Is there a downside to the story?
"Sure, there is," said Robert. "We miss

those guys being here all the time. We
got real close. They are family to us. I just
hope that everyone who suffers a loss
like we did has friends like Glenn,
Robert, Bill and the rest of the people
who helped us."

What does Payton say about the pro-
ject? Well, he doesn't like the limelight
much, but he does want the doors paint-
ed a certain way and he did monitor
Fenoglio's purchases because he knows
Robert likes to buy the best. And
Fenoglio, a quiet, methodical man, does-
n't say much. He just looks at the house
and smiles. He knows it was done right.

And if Payton and Fenoglio and Peter-
son are ever mistaken for Santa Claus,
there's good reason: they got the Lang-
ford family home for Christmas in 1994.
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Abilene's Donham wins '94 Beautification Award
Awards started by Lady Bird Johnson mark 25th anniversary, return to LBJ State Park

Meredith Whitten
Staff Writer

Twenty-five years ago, Lady Bird
Johnson hosted the first Highway Beauti-
fication Awards, which she created, at
the LBJ State Park. Johnson, the nation's
leading advocate in roadway beautifica-
tion, explained the intent of the award in
her book, Texas, A Roadside View.

"I wanted to salute the person at the
grassroots, the person who does the
work to keep Texas rights-of-way beauti-
ful," she wrote. "I felt that the workers
themselves should be imbued with the
sense that their work in preserving and
propagating stands of wildflowers and
caring for the roadside parks is signifi-
cant, important to their fellow citizens,
something to be proud of."

The Highway Beautification Award,
sponsored by Keep Texas Beautiful, Inc.,
(KTB) and TxDOT, celebrated its silver
anniversary this year, with the awards
ceremony returning to its original site,
LBJ State Park, on Nov. 10. And,
although beautification and landscaping
techniques have changed over the past
25 years, the spirit of the award resilient-
ly remains.

Maintenance Supervisor Leon Don-
ham of the Abilene District won the 1994
Highway Beautification Award. He
received a $1,000 check and a plaque.
Donham took a clean-up crisis and
turned it into a significant recycling ven-
ture.

When major flooding washed cotton
burrs onto a Roscoe roadway last year, it
inspired Donham to make a compost
mixture out of the debris, combining it
with salvaged topsoil and mulch. The
material was mixed with a front-end
loader and spread in areas unable to sup-
port vegetation, including eroded stretch-
es along Interstate 20 in Sweetwater.
Donham and his crew then seeded the
area with native grasses stands where
there once was only rocky terrain. Don-
ham and his crews also teamed up with
the city of Sweetwater to create a beauti-
fication program designed to control ero-
sion and mask unsightly junkyards along
1-20. Together they planted more than
200 trees, 300 shrubs and 1,600 yards of
buffalo grass.

Donham, a 28-year TxDOT employee,
said with all the cotton burrs that had
washed onto the roads, he and his crew
decided to do something. He said several
local residents have complimented his
efforts. Nonetheless, he didn't expect to
win the award. "I was surprised we won
out here in dry West Texas," Donham
said. He said beautification efforts
throughout the state were excellent and
reflected well on the department. "This
program has helped beautify the whole
state," he said. "We'll never know how
many people come to Texas just to see
our wildflowers and our beautification
efforts."

For the year-round color that James
Roberson, maintenance supervisor for
the Marshall Maintenance Section, pro-

lou
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Six Highway Beautification Award finalists were honored for their innovative,
cooperative, cost-effective and environmentally-sensitive approach to roadway
beautification. Pictured standing, from left to right, are KTB board member Lee
Reiser, award winner Leon Donham, Bruce Eliker, James L. Hebert, Lewis
Davenport and TxDOT Executive Director Bill Burnett; and kneeling, Kyle Moseley
and Aubrey Grumbles.

vides to travelers in the Atlanta District,
he received the Twelve Months of Color
Award. He received a $500 check and a
certificate. Roberson takes tremendous
pride in maintaining and preserving the
natural beauty of his section. Since he
was named supervisor last year, Rober-
son's sections have worked on several
landscaping projects that provide a vari-
ety of colorful flowers in the spring and
summer and vibrant hues in the fall.

Crews have also seeded 7,000 pounds
of crimson clover on highway rights-of-
way around the county in the last year. A
practical mowing program developed by
Roberson schedules mowing around
maturing wildflowers, allowing blue
sage, Indian blankets and other native
flowers to reseed naturally. Special non-
mowing sites are reserved for pine tree
planting and natural reforestation, saving
the state money in mowing expenses,
beautifying the highways and providing
a natural habitat for wildlife.

For the second consecutive year, the
Austin District received the Environmen-
tal Achievement Award. The 11-county
district was recognized for its proactive
approach to protecting the environment,
combined with the willingness to work
with environmental agencies and com-
munity groups in Austin. The district
coordinated with other government
agencies such as the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, the Lower Colorado
River Authority, the University of Texas,
the Austin Nature Center and The
National Wildflower Research Center, as
well as consulting other local profession-
als.

The district removed some 200 Texas
perennials and small shrubs from high-
way right-of-way and used them on

community projects. The species rescued
from along Texas 195 and US 183 were
used to landscape a local elementary
school and as garden plants for a
"hands-on-housing" renovation project
in east Austin. The district continued its
high standards in protecting waterways
and endangered plant and animal
species, adhering to vegetation manage-
ment and preserving native plant materi-
al.

Kyle Moseley, maintenance supervisor
in the Brownwood District's McCulloch
County maintenance section, was run-
ner-up for the Highway Beautification
Award. Moseley was honored for his ero-
sion-control efforts that resulted in a bil-
lowing garden of Texas greenery. He
received $500 and a plaque.

Honored as finalists were Aubrey
Grumbles, Austin District; Lewis Daven-
port, Dallas District; James L. Hebert,
Houston District; and Hadley B. "Bruce"
Eliker, San Antonio District. Nominees
from 17 other counties were recognized
with certificates.

Radio and TV personality Cactus
Pryor served as master of ceremonies.
Pryor, a longtime friend of Johnson's,
said that although she was unable to
attend the awards ceremony, she "loves
your spirit, involvement and what you're
doing to beautify Texas. She applauds
you for your efforts."

The efforts of these nominees and
the department across the state show
that TxDOT employees are providing the
traveling public not only safe, efficient
roadways, but enjoyable, environmental-
ly sound and cost-effective ones as well.
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Employees make holidays shine for others
Jennifer J. Hobbs
Staff Writer

The holiday season is a special time of
celebration, when families and friends
get together and rejoice in their blessings.
And no matter which holidays are hon-
ored, what overshadows all is the spirit
of giving.

TxDOT employees have their own tra-
ditions for the holidays. For many, that
includes helping those who are less for-
tunate. Holiday drives for food, clothing
and toys began last month in several dis-
tricts and divisions.

For example, the employees in the
Paris District office will run a food and
clothing drive for their local battered
women's shelter. This will run through
Dec. 21, when employees will take the
collected items to the shelter.

The Amarillo District participates in
an adopt-a-child program run by a bank.
The program, called "The Spirit of
Christmas," enables TxDOT employees
to donate money so a representative can
buy toys for the "adopted" child.

"We will also be collecting cans for the
food bank this year during our Christ-
mas party," said Tonya Detten, Amarillo
District public information officer.

The Tyler District is adopting a needy
family this year as part of the Tyler mall's
"Angel Tree" program. Also, Tyler
employees are collecting canned goods
and toys for the Salvation Army.

The Fort Worth District has a holiday
tradition that has been going on for
about 20 years. The employees make up
fruit and candy baskets and take them to
senior citizens in Fort Worth. According
to Johnette Williams, one of the event's
organizers, they deliver 30-35 baskets
every year.

"I have people calling me up around
the first of December wanting to know
when we are going to come see them,"
Williams said. "We visit basically the
same people every year and they really
look forward to our visits."

Williams, an engineering technician,
said that TxDOT retirees also come in to
help distribute the baskets.

Employees in Austin are working to

take the chill out of the winter air for the
less fortunate, too. All the divisions are
collecting food for the Capital Area Food
Bank's Hometown Harvest program.
One drive was for Thanksgiving and the
other for Christmas. Some of the cam-
puses will lend their support to other
charities, too.

Main Office divisions and special
offices are collecting toys and clothing for
the Austin's Center for Battered Women
through December. Camp Hubbard divi-
sions will work with the Women's Infor-
mation Network (WIN) in support of El
Buen Samaritano to collect toys for chil-
dren. Riverside Annex employees are
holding a bazaar to raise money for the
American Red Cross for the relief of
flood victims in the Houston area.

Austin's efforts are being coordinated
by the Winter Activities Committee,
which is made up of employees from
each campus. With the efforts of these
and TxDOT employees around the state,
people will have a happier holiday
season.

Department officials get visit from Federico Pena
Laura Flores
Legislative Affairs Office

Members of the Texas Transportation
Commission, Executive Director Bill Bur-
nett and the Senior Management Team
met with U.S. Secretary of Transportation
Federico Pena Oct. 21. Pena was in
Austin to receive the Distinguished
Alumni Award from the University of
Texas.

The visit covered issues such as the
International Trade Infrastructure Devel-
opment Fund, the National Highway-
Transportation System, ISTEA reautho-
rization, the Advanced Intermodal
System Center and the Selective Traffic
Enforcement Program.

"It was good to have Secretary Pena
here," said Bob Cuellar, Deputy Execu-
tive Director for Transportation Planning
and Development. "He showed his inter-
est in Texas by asking specific questions

new and innovative
ideas to approach
our traditional prob-
lems was quite
refreshing," said
commission member
Ruben Cardenas.
"It's refreshing to
hear someone of his
stature looking for

|| ~encouraging new
pathways for our

v mutual betterment."

U.S. Secretary of Transportation Federico Pena, left, Pena toured the
confers with Texas Transportation Commission member Houston and Beau-
Ruben Cardenas during an October visit to Austin, mont areas the day

before, surveying
about projects. Particularly, he asked how areas damaged by recent floods. As a
well we are utilizing innovative financ- result of his personal attention and that
ing in our projects and how we are of Rodney Slater of the Federal Highway
applying this to international transporta- Administration, the department secured
tion projects with Mexico." at least $7 million for emergency opera-

"His encouragement and indication tions and repairs.
that he would be very receptive to seek

Burnett tapped for AASHTO post; Templeton takes TQI spot
Bill Burnett was elected vice president

of the American Association of State
Highway and Transportation Officials
(AASHTO) on Nov. 13. The board of
directors elected Burnett at AASHTO's
80th annual meeting in Albuquerque,
N.M.

As vice president, TxDOT's executive
director will serve as assistant treasurer
of the organization and preside at specif-
ic sessions of the annual meeting slated
for Virginia in 1995. Burnett fills the post
previously held by newly elected presi-
dent Wayne Shackelford, commissioner
of the Georgia Department of Trans-
portation. AASHTO is a non-profit, non-
partisan association of member highway
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and transportation departments.
Bob Templeton, Assistant Executive

Director for Field Operations, will serve
on the Texas Quality Initiative (TQI)
steering committee.

TQI links the public and private sec-
tors to improve transportation infrastruc-
ture.

TQI grew out of the National Quality
Initiative of 1992. Executive Director Bill
Burnett signed the TQI on behalf of
TxDOT at the Transportation Conference
on Oct. 19.

The committee's first goal will be to
hold four statewide conferences in Janu-
ary.

Conferences are scheduled for San

Antonio, Jan. 3-4; Houston, Jan. 17-18;
Odessa, Jan. 24-25; and Dallas, Jan. 31-
Feb. 1.

Conferences will include presentations
and small group sessions. Coordinator is
Annie Williams, PE., at 512.305.8473.

The steering committee includes the
Federal Highway Administration, Texas
Hot Mix Asphalt Pavement Association,
Texas Aggregates and Concrete Associa-
tion, Associated General Contractors of
America, Texas Chapter-American Con-
crete Pavement Association, Consulting
Engineers Council of Texas, Texas Public
Works Association, Center for Trans-
portation Research and Texas Transporta-
tion Institute.
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TxDOT
Exchange program

Mexican states share technology
m invites Coahuila, Chihuahua, Nuevo Leon and Tamaulipas reps to Austin

Victor Rodriguez
Staff Writer

As part of the new era of cooperation
in transportation planning and develop-
ment between Texas and Mexico,
TxDOT's International Relations Office
(IRO) hosted delegations from four Mexi-
can states during September and Octo-
ber.

The Border Technology Exchange Pro-
gram, funded by the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA), invited the
Mexican states of Coahuila, Chihuahua,
Nuevo Leon and Tamaulipas to Austin to
develop a bilateral relationship on trans-
portation needs.

"The sharing of technology, informa-
tion and personnel is important in estab-
lishing good relationships with our Mex-
ican counterparts," said Henry Nevares,
IRO director.

The technology exchange program is
only a part of other working agreements
between TxDOT, FHWA and Mexican
transportation officials which are also
represented in the U.S./Mexico Joint
Working Committee on binational trans-
portation planning.

While in Austin, the Mexican dele-
gates met with Robert Cuellar, Deputy
" Executive Director of Transportation
Planning and Development. Cuellar said
he was impressed with the caliber of pro-
fessionals in the delegations.

"What seemed to be the primary goal
of each visiting state was to gain knowl-
edge on how to optimize the ability to
move people and goods between our
states," said Cuellar. "The idea of
exchanging and analyzing information is
important to all of us and it will help us
to deliver and do our job better and leave
something in our relationship that will
bring us benefits for generations to
come."

The delegations also met with Frank
Mayer, Texas Division Director for
FHWA; Rob Harrison, Associate Director
for the Center for Transportation
Research; and Dock Burke, Director of

Economics and Planning of the Texas
Transportation Institute.

"We in the FHWA Texas Division
appreciated the opportunity to partici-
pate in these meetings and look forward
to a continuing partnership with TxDOT
in pursuing this important effort," said
Mayer.

TxDOT's visitors toured the depart-
ment's Construction and Maintenance,
Traffic Operations, Design, and Informa-
tion Systems divisions. The delegations
said that the program was beneficial
because it provided a way to become
familiar with the department's way of
working and its development of trans-
portation infrastructure.

"The sharing of information is impor-
tant because in our country at times we
have to make due with our limited
resources and equipment," explained
Luis Palacio, General Director of the
State Roadway System of Nuevo Leon.
"Experiencing this new technology
makes our job much easier."

The visitors toured the Pavement Test
Equipment demonstration section, where
they were treated to a hands-on demon-
stration of the technology used to mea-
sure the quality of highway construction.

As a result of the program, the Mexi-

TxDOT represents state, U.S. at NAFTA meeting
With the advent of the North American

Free Trade Agreement, federal and state
agencies are working with Mexico and
Canada to achieve land transportation
safety standards by the year 2000.

TxDOT was asked to represent Texas
and the United States in the Land
Transportation Standards Subcommittee
(LTSS).

Deputy Executive Director for Planning
and Development Robert Cuellar will
represent TxDOT in the LTSS, which
oversees the provision of standards-related
measures for motor carrier and rail
operations.

"Our mission is to coordinate closely
with other government and private entities
in determining Texas' viewpoint on
transportation issues," said Cuellar.

Recently, Cuellar invited the Office of

the Governor, state agencies, Texas senate
committees and representatives from the
federal government and the private sector
to a transportation standards presentation.

Cuellar, and Henry Nevares and
Suzanne Dosal of the International
Relations Office, heard comments from 15
presenters who offered their agencies'
points of view on NAFTA key issues and
proposed solutions.

TxDOT will consider these views in
developing its position on land
transportation safety standards. These
include rail standards for cross-border
operations and equipment; non-medical
and medical driver standards; vehicle
standards, compliance supervision and
road signs; and hazardous materials
transportation. Victor Rodriguez, Public
Information Office

A delegation from Tamaulipas, Mexico,
examines a falling weight deflectometer
at the Design Division's pavement
section in Austin. TxDOT employees
pictured include, from right, Victor
Garcia, IRO, and Amadeo Saenz, Pharr
District Engineer.

can delegations were confident that
much of what they saw at TxDOT had
immediate application when they
returned to their homeland.

"Almost every area we visited provid-
ed feedback that will be useful in an
immediate way," said Guillermo
Arredondo, Assistant Secretary for Com-
mercial Development and Infrastructure
for the state of Tamaulipas.

"What was most impressive was the
opportunity of getting some insight to
the ways in which TxDOT develops its
highway projects, how it deals with
maintenance, with planning and the way
it handles its information," he said.

Participants discussed future projects
that would benefit Texas and Mexico.
The delegation from Tamaulipas, whose
border with Texas extends from the Gulf
Coast to Laredo, proposed a bi-state
committee that would represent their
transportation departments.

The object, according to Arredondo,
would be to meet regularly to discuss the
development of the region's transporta-
tion infrastructure and its potential. Cuel-
lar's reaction to the idea was "to work
with Tamaulipas to bring about that
potential."

Other ideas from the Tamaulipas dele-
gation that were brought to the table
ranged from tourist centers at the border
crossing to bilingual signs in border

cities.
Pharr District Engineer Amadeo Saenz

attended the Tamualipas delegation's
meetings and agreed that the proposed
projects were necessary as a result of
NAFTA.

"I think bilingual signing is going to
have to be done," said Saenz. "In fact I'm
looking forward to setting up some kind
of pilot program in our district. NAFTA
has opened up the border and we are
going to be getting these motor carriers

Please See Exchange, Page 11

TRANSPORTATION NEWS, December 1994

Y

C
_A

Q



8

Tech Trade

New invention saves time, money, backs
Betty Taylor
San Antonio District

Wilburn Koehler is giving his co-
workers a helping hand. Koehler is a
mechanic with the New Braunfels Main-
tenance Office, and employees there are
certainly happy with his latest invention.

Now it takes only one person to per-
form a task that in the past required the
efforts of at least three employees.

The task involves loading, lifting and
installing guardrails - some of which
can weigh as much as 725 pounds.
Koehler designed and built a device that
requires only one person for the job.

The mechanism is called "Save-a-Back
Guardrail Lift and Holder." Two tongs
are placed around the guardrail, which is
then hoisted by a crane mounted to a
truck. The mechanism can be used to
remove or install guardrails. The inven-
tion has been in use in Comal County for
seven months, and it is receiving rave
reviews.

Koehler says his idea for the invention
came about because "whenever it was
time to move a guardrail, everyone
would get backaches or disappear." He
explains that the device is similar to the

giant tongs that were used to move
blocks of ice years ago.

The "Save-a-Back Guardrail Lift and
Holder" is true to its name, according to
New Braunfels Maintenance Foreman
B.R. Wood. He said, "It cuts down on
injuries and time. Plus, it saves on man-

Wilburn Koehler designed and built the
"Save-a-Back Guardrail Lift and Holder"
which uses a crane to help install or
remove guardrails.

power, which we don't have a lot of
these days."

Spreader box does better job, avoids injuries
Susan Stockett
Amarillo District

Robert Hollingsworth, a maintenance
technician in the Amarillo District's Car-
son County Maintenance Office, has built
a better spreader box.

The old spreader box was dangerous

to hook up to, wore out truck clutches
when loading, and took two people to
shovel the mix from the box when it was
in operation.

"I thought I could build a safer, more
efficient spreader box and save the state
some money" said Hollingsworth. "We
had a lot of problems with our old box,

47

74

from getting fingers hurt while hooking
up to it, to getting an uneven spread of
mix on the roadway," Hollingsworth
said. "With our new box we get a nice,
smooth and even spread of mix going
onto the roadway."

The new box features a hydraulic lift
for the sides as the mix moves down in
the box, a hydraulic hookup, a hydraulic
door in the back to adjust the amount of
mix used, a mirror to allow the operator
to see how much mix remains in the box,
and a diesel sprayer to keep the mix
from sticking to the sides of the box. The
controls for all these features are in the
cab, right at the operator's fingertips.

With the sides of the box in the up
position, the box is no wider than the
maintainer. This makes the spreader easy
to move to and from job sites. The main-
tainer pushes the truck as it is being
loaded and also blades the mix as it is
coming out, saving a return trip going
over the patch. Hollingsworth estimates
that the new box cost $1,300 and about
170 hours to build.

Specifications for Hollingsworth's
spreader box are available from the Car-
son County maintenance office at
806.537.3384.

Robert Hollingsworth has built a
spreader box that does a better job
than the one it replaced, and also
helps avoid worker injuries.
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1994 Transportation News headline index
Issue Subject Issue Subject

January Convincer, Part 2 has drivers all shook up-for a good cause
Bridge groundbreaking signals 'new age' along border
New team named, charged with 'Retooling TxDOT'
Leadership Texas pays off for TxDOT women
Houston District's Johnson named Woman of the Year
Lufkin District Ladies Career Awareness Conference success
Yancy receives award of merit from AASHTO
Quick! What's wrong with this picture?
Eagle Pass' Silva finds time for his 'other' kids-all 32 of them!
Dallas District landscapers focus on environment
Enoch, 92, recalls department-66 years ago
Old Beach Road still 'Shangri-La' for some
Long-standing moving policy 'right thing to do'
Corner of Austin CPO becomes 'winter wonderland'
Texas Highways goes 'green' with recycled paper

Feb./Mar. TxDOT moves to cutting edge of recycling
Brownwood Dist. pair finds home in C&W band
Harding names Eloise Lundgren to head PIO
Bridge spans more than just a river
TxDOT employees play Santa to help needy
Travel info requests top 1 million in 1993
Henry: Hard work, talent pay off
Texas leads nation in strong, efficient bridges
Former employee initiated TxDOT participation in Leadership

Texas
Richie Wood: Master of 'heavy metal'
Russian engineers pay visit to Ft. Worth Dist.
Intermodalism focus of conference series
First El Paso open house educates, entertains
High Flyer committee named, working on selection criteria
Cl teams building blocks for improvement

April Town honors 'Boy with name change
McAllen lawyer named to commission post
TxDOT, TNRCC to battle water pollution
Program provides access to state government
HUBs to get bigger piece of TxDOT pie
Cooperation brings CNG refueling station to Yoakum
Ground broken for Bob Bullock Loop in Laredo Dist.
Summer Employment Program revamped
Traffic data team makes every minute count
New award to separate eagles from pigeons
Mitchell takes Pollard Award for testing work
Fifth annual softball tourney set for June 18-19
Henry Muoz resigns from commission
1994 looking like a banner year for Lubbock's Baker

May Lufkin's Nichols builds his own
International Relations Office audit report released
Partnership serves as Retooling cornerstone
'Border-to-border' road trip brings FHWA's Slater to state
Suggestion brings safety-shoe policy change
Texas Highways paid subscribers can cash in with discount
card

Commission honors Houston students for life-saving act
Port of Houston focus of second colloquium
TxDOT pair named to engineering academy
Bosque Co. 'recycling' adopted highways
State's first multimodal trans. plan advances
Tanker truck fire destroys FI Paso bridge
Five from ROW division get FHWA recognition
Traffic hassles driving you crazy? Try Transit Week
TxDOT teams take it to the river
Department keeps water flowing in Kaufman

June Austin employees take two-wheel trip to work
Districts tackle issues with Cl Tools
TxDOT welcomes international visitors
TxDOT takes its daughters to work
Brownwood provides learning experience for kids, parents
Waco daughters treated to 'big picture' of Dept. operations
Laredo TIC manager nabs Roadrunner Award
Program targets 112 projects for $94.7 million
TSPE's Denton Co. chapter names McClure Young Engr. of the

Year
Orange couple receives dept.'s Phillips hospitality award
'Tour' opens new section of El Paso loop
Graph: Substituting low-maintenance polymer...

July TxDOT cleans up in wake of storms
Strategic planning proves worth in real world
Molina honored with Navy Achievement Medal
PoIson is named to deputy PIO director slot
TEAN produces educational TV series
Value Engineering: Biggest bang for the buck
Brave BRINSAP bunch brings back bird
Strategic Plan - New and Improved?
Employees take to links for golf tourney
Brownwood's Rankin nabs first-place honors in district Roadeo
Graph: Using retreaded tires

August Division stunned by shooting death
Several offices shuffled in fine-tuning move
Retooling TxDOT offers peek into future
TxDOT, state no strangers to multimodalism
Waterway vital part of multimodal network
TxDOT attends Laredo LULAC convention
Money-saving idea nets retiree $5,000 award
TxDOT eyes needs of cyclists, pedestrians
Williams goes to great depths for hobby
Play Ball! WPLB of Ennis takes co-rec crown
Road Hands honored

September TxDOT, partners work to expand transit
Use of commercial labs studied by MTD team
CI team suggests automating functional manuals
Print shops to start charging for services
Signs honor those who served in SE Asia
FHWA shows support of states' VE programs
Cutting down paperwork one aim of CMDS
Feliz Mes de la Hispanidad a todos los de descendencia

hispana
Austin employees rewarded by work at Settlement Home
Home helps abused girls learn skills for life
Forum promotes DBE/HUB opportunities
TxDOT gets double coverage with booth at ADA job fair
New barrier provides safety, better visibility
Orange TIC rolls out red carpet for state visitors
Bryan, Waco dist. employees are killed in on-the-job accidents
Texas 22 Housing project near Lake Whitney strictly for the

birds
Wynne, Burnett on hand for US 87 ribbon-cutting in Tom

Green Co.
Austin's Carol Thompson will highlight WIN's Sept. 21 dinner

mtg.
CPO offers staff Spanish classes
MTD opens doors to fabricators during June open house
Cooperation reopens road after bridge collapse
Ag dept. gets help at inspection station

October Davio winner of Communication Award
Research to look at use of recycled products
Texas Recycles Day to help TxDOT, state be cleaner, greener
Office paper recycling a success at TxDOT
HRD's Bomar receives Conrad Service Award for work with

interns
Randall named to head new Multimodal Office
Former summer hire joins Rangers farm team
SA District open house brings contract offers to four DBEs
Partnering program moves to Cl Office
After years of waiting, Laredo gets district
Concrete takes on new look in El Paso District
Roadeo demonstrates skills, celebrates safety
TxDOT leads way in employee trip reduction
'Can-do' attitude saves district, TxDOT $$$
State workers have easy way to share
KTB names Muldoon woman '94 'Litter Gitter'
ROW graphics take international honors
Fast action keeps water running in Tehuacana
New 'DMWT' spot offers advice to campers
TABC honors pair for community service project 'Cops in

Shops'
Propane use wins TxDOT environmental recognition
Austin's artificial rainfalls come to an end
Lufkin District holds Ladies Career Awareness Day

November Those who served enhance TxDOT ranks
Transportation Conference Debuts; Seven honored at College

Station
Linden maintenance techs go the Extra Mile
Texas Project Awards accent partnering
Goehring finds martial arts, job skills overlap
Bridge design spans gap between old, new
Toot your own horn!
Employee Advisory Committee marks 60 years
100-year-old storm drain put to use
Brownwood District spreads safety message over holiday
Randall Dillard gets nod for media relations post
Jana Nava named head of Civil Right Division
Cathy Williams fills top Human Relations slot
TxDOT Report Card

December 'Home for Christmas' given new meaning
Employees make holidays shine for others
Abilene's Donham wins '94 Beautification Award
Department officials get visit from Federico Pena
Templeton tapped to serve on TQI steering committee
TxDOT, Mexican states share technology
TxDOT represents state, U.S. at NAFTA meeting
Spreader box does better job, avoids injuries
New invention saves time, money, backs
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Service Awards
December

Abilene
20 years
Raymond C. Molina
15 years
Ira W. Marsh Sr.
10 years
James R. Carlin
5 years
Debra K. Rector
Kevin W. Wright

Amarillo
20 years
Lou C. Bolman
15 years
Terry L. Davis
Johnny D. Gutierrez
Debby T. Skinner
10 years
Wesley A. McDougal
Robert L. Meier
Ronald L. Preston
5 years
Susan R. Brown

Atlanta
30 years
Donald R. Matthews
20 years
Arnold Luckey
Margarette H. Strawn
15 years
Thomas G. Long
10 years
Michael C. Anderson
Norris E. Cross
Antonio P. Garcia
5 years
Darrell D. Grubbs

Austin
35 years
Clifford W. Mahlow
20 years
Sammy J. Harris
Robert L. Stuard
10 years
Brian D. Burk
Randy C. Hopmann
Kenneth L. McMillan
Jean L. Peterman

Beaumont
35 years
Pete C. Navarro
25 years
Robert L. Conner
Troge C. Gingles
10 years
Jean E. Smith
Joanne S. Stokes
5 years
Willie Celestine Sr.

Brownwood
25 years
Marvin F. Garrett
15 years
Linda M. Godfrey
10 years
Walter B. Neaves

Bryan
35 years
Ralph E. Becker
10 years
John B. McClellan
Thomas D. Parker
5 years
Betty B. Adams
Jeffery W. Massey
Terry A. Paholek

Childress
35 years
Billy D. Trosper
25 years
Ronald L. Urbanczyk
15 years
Belinda J. Smith
James R. Thomas
10 years
Lowell W. Proctor

Corpus Christi
25 years
Leonardo Villareal
15 years
Juan L. Flores
Juan L. Martinez

Dallas
45 years
John V. Blain Jr.
30 years
Jack D. Page
Justin R. Smiley
Travis D. Thornburgh
Jimmie F. White
25 years
James T. Rollins
20 years
John C. Hunter
Connie M. Jones
William W. Pearson
15 years
Paul E. Laird
Benny G. Sevier
10 years
Jonathan Cox
Scott P. Hudson
Larry L. Marshall
Anthony N. Okafor
Jason C. Weeks

El Paso
5 years
Johnny H. Villarreal

Fort Worth
25 years
Donnie D. Bonham
15 years
Joe D. Fossett
Marcus N. McEndree
Russ K. Stateham
10 years
Steven W. Baker
James E. Walling
5 years
Allen R. Boone

Houston
30 years
James E. Williams
Basil L. Williams
25 years
Andrew F. House
Dennis W. Warren
20 years
Lankford Bolling Jr.
Joseph C. Sze
15 years
Roy G. Pippin
Mary Ann S. Ryba
10 years
Vince G. Cannon
Robert T. Corbin
Joseph A. Durso
Cedric K. Fears
Claude P. Henry
Diane E. Jones
Paul D. McCracken
Armando Rocha
5 years
Theodore R. Hamilton
David D. Nitsch
Gary L. Whitfield

Laredo
25 years
Gregorio S. Mendoza
10 years
Oscar Sierra Jr.

Lubbock
25 years
Otis L. Hudson
20 years
John A. Hernandez
Tomas Reyna
15 years
Kenneth D. Heard Jr.
Felix Lopez
Anita W. Patterson
10 years
Charles E. Henry
Jerry S. Morphis
5 years
Robert W. Lindley
Misty M. Stevens

Lufkin
20 years
Virgie L. Curry
15 years
Alvin D. Cook
10 years
Neal T. Clifton
5 years
Terry L. Cowen

Odessa
35 years
Merle G. Miller
20 years
Jose C. Correa
15 years
Manuel V. Gonzales Jr.
Robert R. Martinez Jr.
10 years
Shirley G. Clay
Miguel L. Erives
Jesus M. Machuca
5 years
Donald S. McNatt
Kelli M. Revennaugh

Paris
30 years
Thomas L. Irvin
25 years
Kenneth E. White
5 years
Gary D. Rater

Pharr
30 years
Ramiro G. Hernandez
25 years
Homero L. Gutierrez
20 years
Mary P. Bolado
Lidia C. Garcia
15 years
Roel Mendoza
Leonel Salinas
10 years
Jose M. Hinojosa

San Angelo
25 years
Lula W. Boyd
15 years
Ricardo Martinez
10 years
David G. Jackson

San Antonio
30 years
Lee R.aBallard
Clarence A. Czaplinski
25 years
Victor Costilla
Oscar Garcia
John L. McCormick
20 years
Curtis A.sRabenaldt
15 years
Dale R. Stein Jr.
Jesse A. Torres
10 years
Gary L. Brown
Brian G. Fariello
Mark A. Narendorf
Simon Ramirez Jr.
Leonid Vishnevetsky
5 years
Jennifer F. Goodall
Danny D. Perkins
Anthony M. Pursel

Tyler
10 years
Mark L. Harris
Debra J. Heddins
Edith H. Sipes
5 years
Kyle W. Collins
Hardie L. Ervin

Waco
15 years
A. B. Garner
5 years
Ramiro Vara

Wichita Falls
30 years
Jackie D. Barnes
25 years
Garry Rhodes
15 years
Jerry L. Varelman
10 years
Clinton D. Neth
James E. Watterson

Yoakum
30 years
Joe W Heins
25 years
Jeannie M. Hermes
15 years
Reynaldo E. Cavazos
10 years
Ronald W. Chernosky
Sherry L. Hutchinson
Rodney A. Leopold
Emma C. Raska
Richard A. Steffek

Aviation
5 years
Susan Page

Business Opportunity
Programs
15 years
Robert R. Smith

Retirements
July
General Services
Julian O. Hernandez, 17 years

Reproduction Equipment Operator II

September
El Paso
Frank M. Giardino, 32 years

Engineering Specialist I
Lubbock
William R. Sedgwick, 25 years

Maintenance Technician IV
Waco
John E. Beckner, 11 years

Maintenance Technician IV

November
Beaumont
Willie H. Richards, 5 years

Engineering Technician II
Vehicle Titles and Registration
Jo H. Maxwell, 25 years

Motor Vehicle Transportation Analyst

December
Bryan
Billy J. Burns, 25 years

Maintenance Technician IV

Design
25 years
Bobby D. Cannaday
15 years
William R. Goodell
Alvin Krejci Jr.
5 years
Mark A. Bewley

Central Permit
20 years
Roy Lopez
Rosario L. Villarreal
15 years
Elsie H. Nunez
10 years
Kent D. Lane

General Services
25 years
Lyndon E. Herwig
20 years
Rudy R. Garcia
10 years
Paul G. Campbell
Kenneth A. Tyburski
5 years
Geraldine C. Bartel
Kathleen K. Ellinger

Human Resources
25 years
Marie M. Thompson
5 years
Mary S. Abright

Information Systems
30 years
Louis J. Keller
10 years
Angela Cross
Julie H. Dillard
5 years
Todd A. Hill
Yung-chang Liao
Mitch B. Roberts

William H. Henderson, 25 years
Maintenance Technician IV

Dallas
Peggy M. Hightower, 17 years

Administrative Technician III
Lubbock
Linda Washington, 21 years

Administrative Technician I
Earl Kinnison, 30 years

Maintenance Mechanic IV
Elton Stroud, 20 years

Maintenance Technician IV
Paris
Durwood L. Sheppard, 24 years

Engineering Technician IV
San Angelo
Robert C. Perry, 13 years

Maintenance Technician IV
Design
Robert M. Chalman, 25 years

Staff Services Assistant
General Services
Dolores G. Sosa, 12 years

Building Custodian II
Vehicle Titles and Registration
Don G. Kullenberg, 30 years

Chief Investigator, Motor Vehicle
Division

Holiday
Continued from Page 1

spirit and energy to achieve the department's goals." Cuel-
lar wishes "each TxDOT employee pride in working with

this agency which has such an important mission and also

peace in knowing we each add value to this agency." Reed

said, "My wish for TxDOT andits employees in 1995 is
for their health and happiness, including an excellent

work experience at TxDOT." Griebel wishes "that
TxDOT and its employees continue to be leaders in

transportation, while being tolerant and responsive to

the views of our customers and each other. I also wish

everyone health and success for the incoming year."
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Materials and Tests
25 years
Leon Goss

Public Information
10 years
Randall D. Dillard

Research and
Technology Transfer
25 years
Dereck J. Norwood

Senior Management
Team
10 years
Thomas A. Griebel

Traffic Operations
20 years
Diana L. Isabel
10 years
Dorothy S. Mayfield

Transportation
Planning
and Programming
15 years
Peter M. Carrizales
5 years
Jess D. Cook

Travel and Information
20 years
Milton D. Meharg
5 years
Rosa M. McClintock

Vehicle Titles
and Registration
15 years
Raul D. Garza Jr.
Gloria B. Guerrero
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In Memoriam
Employees
Edward F. McNutt Jr., General Services

Division, 23 years service, died May
19, 1994.

James B. Lummus, Atlanta District,
5 months service, died July 28, 1994.

Bobbie G. Wallace, Lufkin District,
29 years service, died July 20, 1994.

Clarence R. Stroud, Paris District,
21 years service, died Sept. 28,
1994.

Retirees
James W. Bonner, Fairfield, retired from

Bryan District in 1979, died Sept. 10,
1994.

Olin E. Cason, Atlanta, retired from
Atlanta District in 1978, died Aug.
29, 1994.

Carl F. Faubion, Temple, retired from Fort
Worth District in 1970, died Sept.
13, 1994.

Samuel V. Fox, Georgetown, retired from
Design Division in 1984, died Aug. 31,
1994.

Dan Gandy, Whitney, retired from Waco
District in 1968, died Sept. 17, 1994.

William G. Graves, Lorena, retired from
Waco District in 1978, died Sept. 19,
1994.

Willie G. Hacker, Beasley, retired from
Houston District in 1977, died Sept. 21,
1994.

L. C. Hardy, Anson, retired from Abilene
District in 1979, died July 18, 1994.

William T. Herrell, Wichita Falls, retired
from Wichita Falls District in 1974, died
Sept. 28, 1994.

Edward L. Kessler, Atlanta, retired from
Atlanta District in 1977, died Sept. 27,
1994.

Frank V. Kubelka, Caldwell, retired from
Bryan District in 1975, died Sept. 21,
1994.

Emil H. Lind, Port Bolivar, retired from
Houston District in 1971, died Sept. 11,
1994.

John T. Mason, Georgetown, retired from
General Services Division in 1979, died
Aug. 5, 1994.
James E. Matthews, Lubbock, retired from

Dallas District in 1964, died Aug. 25,
1994.

Edward R. McBryde, Tomball, retired
from Houston District in 1974, died July
18, 1994.

Ismael Patino, Garden City, retired from
San Angelo District in 1990, died July
30, 1994.

Willie Pellerin, Houston, retired from
Houston District in 1987, died Aug. 27,
1994.

Walter W. Ftrosky, Columbus, retired
from Yoakum District in 1991, died
Sept. 20, 1994.

Charles B. Pierce, Elkhart, retired from
Tyler District in 1991, died Sept. 9,
1994.

Hayes S. Taylor, Karnes City, retired from
Corpus Christi in 1973, died Aug. 17,
1994.

Calendar
December
8-9
13-14
21
25
26

January
34
3-4
5-6
10-11
10-11
12-13
12-13
17-18
24-25
24-25
26-27
26-27
30-23
31
31

February
2-3
2-3
7-8
7-8
9-10
9-10
14-15
14-15
16-17
16-17
19-21

22-23
22-23

March
8-10
22-23

May
8-12

June
5-9

ACI Certification, Concrete Field Testing Grade I, Austin, MAT
Letting
Commission Meeting, Austin
Christmas
Holiday

Herbicide Training and Recertification, Pharr, CMD
Herbicide Training and Recertification, Laredo, CMD
Herbicide Training and Recertification, Corpus Christi, CMD
Herbicide Training and Recertification, Beaumont, CMD
Herbicide Training and Recertification, Yoakum, CMD
Herbicide Training and Recertification, Houston, CMD
Herbicide Training and Recertification, Austin, CMD
Transportation Biannual Meeting, Austin, PTN
Herbicide Training and Recertification, Tyler, CMD
Herbicide Training and Recertification, Atlanta, CMD
Herbicide Training and Recertification, Lufkin, CMD
Herbicide Training and Recertification, Paris, CMD
CAiCE Training, Austin, ISD
Herbicide Training and Recertification, Abilene, CMD (through 2/1)
Herbicide Training and Recertification, Dallas, CMD (through 2/1)

Herbicide Training and Recertification, Brownwood, CMD
Herbicide Training and Recertification, Fort Worth, CMD
Herbicide Training and Recertification, Odessa, CMD
Herbicide Training and Recertification, Childress, CMD
Herbicide Training and Recertification, San Angelo, CMD
Herbicide Training and Recertification, Wichita Falls, CMD
Herbicide Training and Recertification, Amarillo, CMD
Herbicide Training and Recertification, Waco, CMD
Herbicide Training and Recertification, Lubbock, CMD
Herbicide Training and Recertification, Bryan, CMD
American Traffic Safety Services Association National Conference,
San Antonio, TRF
Herbicide Training and Recertification, El Paso, CMD
Herbicide Training and Recertification, San Antonio, CMD

Texas Public Transportation Conference, Austin, PTN
Maintenance Conference, Austin, CMD

Public Relations Certification Program, Austin, PIO

CAICE Training, Austin, ISD

Jack Lewis 1931-1994

I-

Jack C. Lewis, a Travel and Information Division pho-
tographer whose pictures were familiar to thousands

of Texans, died Nov. 2. He was 63.
Lewis joined Texas Highways magazine as a photogra-

pher in 1974. He worked for TxDOT from 1962 until he
retired last year.

A native of Fredericksburg and a graduate of Alamo
Heights High School in San Antonio, Lewis attended the
Los Angeles Arts Center and was a U.S. Air Force veter-
an.

Exchange
Continued from Page 7

along the area."
A common denominator in the delegations' interest was the

financial aspect of highway projects. Al Ludecke, Transporta-
tion Planning and Programming Division Director, shared
information with the delegations on the department's organ-
zation and funding sources.

Nuevo Leon's Valentin Ibarra, Director of Administration
and Finances for the State Roadway System, said the state's
method of acquiring funds from a gasoline tax was an idea that
could be adopted in Mexico.

"I think a system similar to the one in place in Texas could
be adopted in Nuevo Leon and other states in Mexico," Ibarra
said. "A special tax for the building of highways is a viable
solution to financing highway construction."

Extending Texas' highway system into Mexico is still a long-
term goal, but transportation officials from Coahuila said that
inroads were made during their visit.

"The sharing of experiences among Mexican states and
Texas will benefit everyone immediately, because it allows us

to have some uniformity and consistency in our standss"
said Hector Rodriguez, General Director of Roadways for the
state of Coahuila.

"Getting to know the Texas highway system allows us to
compare it with ours in hopes of being able to offer people
coming to Mexico the same convenience in travelling on our
highways," Rodriguez said.

As a second part of Phase I of the program, the delegations
will visit the department's district offices in the border area
early next year, studying transportation infrastructure in the
region.

At every closing meeting, Cuellar offered encouraging state-
ments to the visitors regarding the future that lies ahead in

transportation infrastructure.
"I am convinced that each state will take back ideas and

techniques, apply them in an appropriate form and gain suc-
cesses," said Cuellar. "I am most appreciative of our many staff
members who worked so openly with our neighbors. Our
TxDOT co-workers have sent a living message to a time and
place we will not see."

Transitions
Effective September
Sherry Werneking, Human Resources Officer, Vehicle Titles and Registration Division.
Alvin Krejci, Director, Bridge Coordination, Design Division
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Letters

Thank you for stopping and changing
the flat tire on our truck camper. My hus-
band has had heart surgery and wears a
pacemaker, and changing a tire on the
highway in the hot midday sun could
have been a real problem for him. With
caring young people like you among us,
there is hope for the future. Please accept
our sincere appreciation. May God bless
you and your family - and may you
have a good life.

We will never forget your kindness.

Anne and Bill Belcore
Rockport

This note was sent to Corpus Christi Dis-
trict Engineer Thomas Word Jr. thanking
maintenance technician Rudy Samora for his
assistance. Samora works for the Rockport
Maintenance Section.

I wanted to share with you an event
that occurred May 17 on the Interstate 20
project near Marshall.

Lonnie Mizell, our project manager,
and Oliver Sparks, a TxDOT inspector,
were checking the barrels and signs as
they had been rained out for the day. As
they were attempting to leave the project,
they happened upon two men whose
vehicle had quit running.

It turns out that the driver was taking
his son-in-law, a Vietnam veteran, to the
VA hospital in Shreveport, La. They
shortly decided they could not get his
vehicle running again and offered to take
them to a phone. About that time, Sparks
saw a taxicab coming and flagged the
cab to stop. The cab was empty and
returning to Shreveport. Oliver asked the
cab driver if he would take these people
on to Shreveport. He said he would for
$50. Oliver said $50 was too much to
charge these people, since the cab was
returning to Shreveport anyway. Oliver
told the two men that he was getting off
work for the day and he would take
them to the VA hospital if they wanted to
wait until he could take his state vehicle
to the office and get his personal truck.
Oliver delivered these two men to the
VA hospital in his personal truck on his
own time.

Point proven is that there are still a
few good guys around. I'm sure that in
the future when these two guys pass
through a TxDOT project and see these
yellow trucks, they will always be grate-
ful for the helping hand Oliver Sparks
gave that day.

James D. Madden
Madden Contracting Co., Inc.
Minden, La.

On Aug. 9, we were traveling on US
87 from Littlefield to Bandera. It was a
very hot, sunny day and we were about
19 miles north of Eden. A tire blew out
on our travel-trailer. My husband is a
cancer patient and had a pulled muscle
in his back, so this mishap looked like a
two-hour task if he was at all able to han-
dle it.
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Just as my husband was getting the
jack out of our car, one of your men,
Ernest R. Gomez (he was surely sent to
us by God!) drove up beside us, got out
of his truck and proceeded to help my
husband! He must have seen the dis-
tressed look on our faces and this kind
gentleman just took over the task with
strength that my husband hasn't had in
years. He had some real problems with
the jack sinking in the hot pavement and
the trailer fell off the jack a couple of
times but he completed the task at hand
in a very short time. We are truly grateful
to Mr. Gomez and we commend him for
his genuine willingness, kindness and
helpfulness. He wasn't even aware of my
husband's medical problems.

Please express our gratitude to him
that we couldn't find adequate words
for.

You must know the value of having a
man like Ernest Gomez in your employ.

Mr. and Mrs. G. M. Lindgren
McAllen

Ernest Gomez is a maintenance technician
in the Eden Maintenance Section, San Ange-
lo District.

This letter is being written in apprecia-
tion for the services of your employee,
James Wright.

On Aug. 9, at approximately 2:30 p.m.,
as we were traveling between Roswell,
N.M. and Fort Worth, James saw us on
the side of the road (US 380, about 10
miles west of Brownfield) with a bad tire.
By his thoughtfulness and assistance we
were soon on the road again. He showed
genuine concern for our safety and was
most courteous in his actions. We deeply
appreciate his kindness.

In our county we have a program
where you can nominate people for "ran-
dom acts of kindness." If your area has
such a program, we feel he is deserving
of this honor.

Thank you for encouraging and moti-
vating your employees.

We are at a tire dealership in Brown-
field replacing the bad tire.

James and Marcille Tucker
Cumby

James Wright works as a maintenance
technician out of the Plains Maintenance
Section, Lubbock District.

I write to commend one of the Texas
Department of Transportation's employ-
ees, Mike Quimby. Mr. Quimby, who
works in the General Services Division, is
a great guy who helped me out when I
really needed it.

On May 21,I was in a precarious situ-
ation when I foolishly ran out of gas at
10:30 p.m. on MoPac in front of TxDOT's
facilities. At that time I was unaware of
any public phones nearby, and I was con-
cerned about my stranded car. Mr.
Quimby was kind enough to take me to
get gas and helped me refuel my vehicle.

His professionalism and courtesy far
exceeded the call of duty. Mr. Quimby
considered his aid merely to be part of
the Texas Department of Transportation's
mission of keeping the traffic moving.

I think that you should be as pleased
as I am that the state has such excellence
in its employees.

Steven S. Reilley
Austin

Mike Quimby is a housekeeping manager
in the General Services Division, Austin.

0000

On Sept. 6,I stopped at a rest area on
I-10 near Sheffield. I was amazed at how
clean the restrooms were as well as the
tables. The grounds were so green and
well kept. I spoke to the attendant there
that day and told her how I appreciated
her care for the area. Her name is
Michelle Young and you need to tell her
she's doing a real good job. Thanks for
hiring employees who care.

Naomi Stewart
Marble Falls

Michelle Young is an employee of S&W
Contractors of Colorado City. Arturo Gonza-
les is a maintenance technician with the Iraan
Maintenance Section, Odessa District, and is
TxDOT's supervisor of the rest area.
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